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INDIAN VOLUNTEERS

volunteering lor service abroad has appesred
lately in the pupers. Mr. Jack Moodiey wroie
as uader to the Natal Mereury .—

I am prompted to address you on the subject of the
recruiting in our midst as the appeal for men to go to
the seat of war is only niade to members of the Euro-
pean community, - This is a time when in the circum-
stances under which the great war is being waged
sgainst the Godless Germans, and, in view of the fact
that many of my couotrymen from lodia to-day are
taking a pert with the other Colonies and Domin-
ions of Great Britain there can surely be no objec-
lion to our participation therein, I am an Indian who
was born and brought up in Durban, and feel equally
48 strong ag any other subject of Great Britain, that
our duty lies in our being prepared to sacrifice every-
thiog in the interest of humanity at large. The ques-
tion ot the momeot forusis: Will our services be
accepted an if we were [luropeans, subject to the same
conditions ? I{ the Government declines to accept
our offer there are surely many public-spirited men in-
terested in the Indian comrmunity to finance- us to
eoable us to travel and join the forces that are being
raised in Bogland.

@ORRESPON DENCE on the question of Indians

Chris. L. John writes :—

I am a Colonial-born ‘Indian, and, with many like
mysel, who are boro in South Africa, gm prepared to
enlist in any of the corps now in course of formation.
Will you, or those in authority, please inform the
public, through your columns, whether our services

under the same conditions as apply to the Europeans
will be acceptable.

Mr. R. C. Samuelson, solicitor, an old friend of the
coloured races, made a stirring appeal fot trust in the
caloured residents of the Union ;— .

Wesee the Empire engaged in a world-wide and most
enitical struggle on bebaif of peace, justice, righteousness
and honour; we see millions ol her sons and her
daughters of all classes, creeds and colours being al-
lowed to, encouraged to, and taking part in this tremend-
ous struggle, and we quietly pat our backs as good and
wise boys for refusing and oeglecting to help in the
struggle by enlisting, preparing and training a good pro-
portion of the vast coloured population of the Unjon of
South Atrica and sendiog them torward as 3000 as pos-
sible, to wipe out the Germans in East Africa, or add to
the strength of the Allies in Europe. The excuses we
make with regard to this subject are pucrile, and have no
foundation ; in fact it is muych like hiding your nose in
the sand and making yourseil believe that your bady is
hidden. Our vatives are as a tace loyal to the buck-
bone to England, and the only way to recogoise this
boe virtue and to keep it trom dyiog out and giving
place to the opposite disposition, is to, at this most

opportune and most suitable period of the Empire's
history, give all our coloured races in- this sub-Con-
tivent a chance to rush to the fray alongside the other
Imperial forces, and thus be made to feel that they are
trusted to back the same horse as others are, whereby
they will be abie to exercise that most manly and man-
making ambition, which says that our highest and
aoblest duty is, if need be, to fight and die for King,
country and home, ;

Surely these coloured races of ours are every whit as
good as all the other coloured races who are at present
fighting on the side of the Allies, except that they require
training, and that could be effected in a short time—in
six months a mighty and effective host would be ready.
Just imagine a force of, say 10,000 Indians, 10,000 col-
oured people, 20,000 Basutus, and 500,000 Zulus and
other aboriginals of the Union of South Africa being
trained and added to the Allies! May we be men in
time and thiok and work for the good of the Empire
and the Union.of South Africa, withoutfear, without
suspicions, but with perfect taith in our natives and all
our coloured peoples and in ourselves! Then and op-
ly then will this land prosper, permanent peace and
satisfaction cloak the land, and we will be justified ie
feeling that we are worthy descandants of gur sires, and -
have the fine spirit of British principles, which will
before long rule the world. .

Supporting letters have appeared from day to day
and Reuter telegrapbed ltrom Capetown ob the z4th
uitimo, stating:—As a result of representations made
through various sources, the British Indian Association
at Johannesburg has been notified that the Imperial
Government will be pleased to accept the servicés of a
contingent of Indians from the Union for ambulance
purposes oversea. The movement has been taken up
eagerly locally, and no fewer than 60 men have already
enrolled,

~

Mr. M. 8. J. Pillay, of Capetown, informed an Arius
mab that those who had volunteered locally wished to
serve the Empire absolutely unconditionally ; are pre-
pared to go anywhere, perform any service, and, if the
Government wish it, have no desire to be armed. Sev-
eral military officers, including Captains Gregory-and -
Cramer, have notified their willingness to train the
men, -

The Natal Witness states that five Indian cooks—
fine, well-built fellows—called at the recruiting depét,
and offered their services for Flanders, N

*“ They could hardly speak a word of English,” said -
Sergt. Bishop, “ but they were keen, and 1 told them I
would communicate with hexdquarters, aud let them
know the result of their offér later on. The men there-
upon withdrew.” ) :
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-A PENNY PAPER -
WitH this issue we commence 3 new departure. We
have decided, after careful consideration, to reduce the
price of cur paper Hoss Ahweepesce 10 .one panny.
There are thres reasons for this decision. The firat is
tkat by reducing the price, we bring it wilkia the reach
of the poorest man to ohtain & copy of the paper ‘fow
himselt. Secondly, it allows us t0 make certain changes
in" our stafl which will be a substantial economy.
Thizdly, this is a furthev step in the direction af making
the paper purely a record.of mmttems relating; 0 Sowth
Africa. With our reduced space we sizll have nuthiog
to spare tor unpecessary matter.
or less general character will pot as & rule find a pleee
in our cotunms tor the simple reason that we eanngt
fud rocm for them. Such articles and also pews
trom India which we have hitherto published can be
found much better in the excellent range of very cheap
pewspapers and reviews that are pubfished in India.
Anyame opening our paper now will not expect to find
smythiog but matters that vitally affect the community
in Scouth Africa. By a careful condensation of news
ang reports, we shall give the cream of the week's
happenings in a readable form easily -uoderstood by
all.  Whilst, therefore, the paper will be exactly haif
the present bulk for one third the price to the reader,
it will contain mach-more than half the news and the
mwatter we give will be of greater value. We hope that
the change will meet with the approvat of our sup-
porters, and we have confidence in asking for a con-
tinuance of their joterast ip the work we are trying to
do ftor the commaonity. We are makiog this change
when there is no Tack of matters which seriously affect
us, Ob every side there are indications of danger to
the life of the community, - It behoves everyone to
take an interest I the various matters which are con-
stantly cropping up and make an effort to understand
them. We on our part shall endeavour to belp by all
the means in our power.

THE GRAND OLD MAN

Oxce more it is. our duty and very great pleasure to
join in the congratulations which will be showered upon
India's Grand Old Man on Saturday pext. The Bom-
bay University, in cooferring upon the Hououmble
Dadabhiai Naoroji the distinction of Doctor of Laws,
bas hopoured a man whom Indiz loves, At the smame
time the University edds something to its fame as an
educational institution by adding Dr. Dadabhai’s name
to its roll of honour. On this, the ninety-first anniversary
ol his birthday, he is able to look back upon a loog
life of usefulness for his cowmtry. Many of his dreams
have not materialived and bis thoughts must be
mingled with sadness ; and yet he must bave caunse for
gratitade. A life spent in an effort to uphold the
honour of India, whilst fighting strenwouely for its
rights, must be filled with happy recollections’ of those
of his coantrymen who worked with him, And amongat
his friends he i able to count mapy past and present
friends ot India amongst Europeans. May the memory
of all that is pleasant and eficoursging be his at this
time! We bave no doubt that the various public
bodies in South Africa will dnce again send across the
sea hearty greetings to the old “war-horse” who has
* done his bit " ‘and now lodks ou whilst others take
up the burden. May India never be in want of such
men [ As a humble mouthpiece of our countrymen in
South Africa we send a loving gresting and pray that
his life may yet be long spared to the Motherltand.

Articles of 2 more

AN EXTRA_ORDIHARV RULING

Tre Trosesl Inmigrution Boapd has delivered a re-
markable mlisg as to procedure and it» fanc.ions.
From & report we Save geloc us, the Priveipad Immi-
gratiom Ofeer sppesss tohave made a somewhat violent
attack upse those Indbans -desious of bringing thair
minor sonw into-the Transvaat who fxifed to brimg with
them & certain form, known as D.1.91, duly completed.
He stated, ex parte, that this form had been adopted by
L the Depastraent after connitation. with :Sir Bepjamin
Robertson when ip this country, Bat, at the same time,
. he admitted that the completion of this form was not a
statutory requirement, but mereiy 2 matter ol depart-
- mental convensanee  Upon these pepresentations, the
£ Board decliped to hear any evidence in cerlain appeals
that were then before it, and adjourned the hearing
thereot tor four months in order that form D.1.91 might
be eompleted. by = magietate m India, and therealter
| preduced befose it. What the Board appears to have
virtually dose is, wholly illegally, to have excluded alt
evideace save forn D.rgr, which is net x soaustory
docoment at all, aud to hame placed the appeilants o
jeopardy unless thix document be produced witlnn a
certain time, obviously toa short, baemg regerd 10 ex-
isting conditions in India. It is astonishing that a
Board, presided over by gentlemen of legal training,
should bave placed itwelf in the iflegal position of de-
clining even to hear and consider evidence that would
be good evidence ip a court of Taw. The Indian com-
mumnity will pot sit still under the insult of the implied
disbeliet in Indian testimony, the mose so as the
magistrate in India will caly be able to complete form -
D.1.91 after such testimony has been placed belore
him. We fully agree that, in the majority of cases, it
would be eminently desirable for form D.1.91 to be
before the Immigration Officer and the Board, but we
deny that there shovld be 2 hard and fast rule in this
matter. We can readily conceive of many legitimate
cases where it will be impossible to procure completion
of this form. Apart, however, ffom that, if the Govern-
ment had wished to 'adopt this procedure, they surely
should have publicly notified the fact, both in the
Gasette and in the press, and even through the principal
Indian organisations, Nothing of the kind, however,
has been dopne, Yet more, we know, as a {act, that the
Immigration Officer at Pretoria, until after the Lwmi-
gration Depattment laquiry Commission, was admitting
and registering large pumbers of orisors who did not
eome provided with any magistrate's certificate st all,
whether on form Div.g1 or otherwise. Thereniter, e
zceepted, and the Board admitved, even up to and prior
to the date on which the alorementioned extracrdinary
dictem was prowmulgated, appeals where po magistratey
certificates whatever had been submitted ; and i other
cages, again, he had accepted, and the Board had aiso
admitted, duly authenticated magistrates' certificates,
giving the necessary details, but oot on the form
D.1.g1. It is an amazing perversion of facts, therelore,
to altege, a8 has been dooe, that the Indian community
is well aware of the”requirements of the Transvaal
Immigration Department, whep, in point ol fact there
has pever been, and there still is no, consistency in its
procedure, {or it bas tollowed, and is still following,
three separate procedures, two of which have nothiag
to do with Sir Beojamin Robertson’s alleged recom-
mendation. But il the proceduze of the Boerd is
startling, how much more so is its view of its fugclions.
We find the Cbairman saying : “ The best wey for them
(intended immigrants) to. prove their clsims to the
satisfaction of the 'Immigration Department or the
Board, was for them to comply with the rules and
regulations that were wade by the Uepartment
The Board had every right to take cognizance ol the
requirements of the Departroent, and the Department
bad even the right to insist upon these requiremenis
being complied with.” Ib other words, instead of the
Board being & Court of Appeal from an appellaot

against the decision of an Lmmigration Officer, as was
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obvioutly the iotestion’ of the Taw, & eonsiders that its
function is to avsist (the Department against the appel
jgnt, and 1 epite of the taw. I dppeny 15 vegard
itsulf g the mauthpiere of the fomigration Depmtment
and almost as 8 sub-division of it, instesd of being an
impnrisal body. It is absolutely wrong to wey shat
intending immigrants should comply with the rules aod
regulations made by the Depatmert, The Department
anpol make ndes and regulstions. The oaly sules
and regutatione by which the general public and the
Indisn commupity sce Hound, are those promuigated
nnder the statute by the Governor-Genersl, We shail
be glad indeed to amist the auvthoritles; so far as
pmmatle, io procuring form D.rigr difly completed,
beciuse we feed that to do so world ordiparily be a
great spving ol time and trowbile, but we shail be mo
parties to arbilrary and autocratic demands, to illegal
procedure, to e co-cpecation of Immigration Boards
and Immigration Officers, or to exaggerated allegations
against the Indisp community., .

. P T, Cale
Natal Immigration Difficulties
We have been supplied with the fullowing details in
<onneclion with an lodian’s application to the jmmi-
gation Officer (o n rovisian of bis dowmicile certifi-
cale j—- . .

Devat Sadool first arrived in Natal in'" 1896, Two
yesrs later b obtsined from the Lomigration Officer a
document which certified that he was a resident of this
country. In 1901 be went (o India and' returned with
‘hinwile in wgoa.  Since then he has resided in Natal,
carning hig livelihood in the jewellery trade. Of his
residence in this Proviace he has ample proof in the
way.of receipts and licences, and also personal testi-
mony.  Desiring to again visit India, he prepared po
sail by the 5.5, Chakdma on the 215t ultimo. Oa the
tyth ultimu, therefore, he paid & visit to the Immigra-
tion Office with a view to changing the document ia
his possession for another. We are not informed of
his reason fur wanting to change the document, but we
suppose he wanted 10 bring it up to date. The Immi.
gration Officer took evidente and' requested the man
to call next day, which be did, only to be sgain asked
to call the tollowing day. when he tured up the
third day e was again asked to call agein another day
which he did. He was then asked td ‘call at two
o'clack the same alterncon. He was not then given
any inslruclions but, on arrival at two o'clock, he was
lold to bringtwo witnesses. Asthe stexmer was sailing
ou the following day and he had his preparations to
nmake {ur his lamily and himself, he was compelled to
seck the assistance of a lawyer who interviewed the
Immigration Officer, who eventuatly informed the fegal
maan that he would oonsider the matter. The next
morniug was the date of sailing. The solicitor com-
founicated with the Immigration Officer by telephone”
and the request was made thet DVevar Sadool stiould’
calt at the jwmigration Office. When he arrived, it
was just upon ave o'clock, the hour of closing. The
Otlicer then simply asked the clerk to note down the
particulars of the documents 273 return them to the
an. There was, therefore, nothing further that he
could do and he sailed for India the same day feeling
that, on ks return, he: miy havk difficulty in securing
a h.uding.) o

"THe Natal Indian Assbeiation has’ recefved the
following comtmnication (rom, the peivate to
his Excelleney the Viceroy af Indig i—* His HExceNency
asks me to convey to you mnd the members of the
Nmtsl Trdian community bis cordial thanks “tor, your
kind congratulations upan the extension of hig term of
office. © He'is'glad' to find that his services to Ingia
b beg:n'm warntly appreciated, and to. fesd that he
s bukivd him the gacd wishes of Indians both here
and sbroad.” )

i

News tn Brief
& porigait souvepir af the Hoasoumable Dadabhai Naaroj
on the occasion o1 his pigety-first bithday.

The Bumtay Chromucle sates that, st 3 meeting of

| the Semate of the University of Bombxy to be beld io
t the 8ir Cowasji Jehangir Hall of the Uoiversny on

}
|

Priday, thie 6th Augost, Dr. Hzrold H. Manp wonld
moee —

*That the Senate approves of the recommendation

| of the Vioe-Chancellor and the Syndicate that the

)

honorary degree o8 Doctor of Laws be conferred on

| Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji on the ground that be is, in

| ther opivion, . _
| wers, a fit and proper person to receive sach a degree.”

reason of enrinent position and attmin-

There are 101 Iidisn nawes on the Parliamerttary

| voters soll lor the Division of Durbsa, 95 being for’

Y

the Camtral. 2 {or the Pnint amd 4 for Grewveille. Wee
beliewe: that there are no Indian voters in
divigions of Natal. .

Acoording to the Annual Repost of the. General.
Mabager «f the Sowth Africas Railways, the member

the ofher

of Indiins employed at the end of the year was 3,064, -

as against 3,616 at the end of 1913, 1 decrease of 552.
There has been & constapt wastage in this class of
labour since the complete cessation of Indian immi-
gration it vy I, .

. — e e .
_Greatl indignation among the progressive members
ol the 'Winterton district is shown (says the Nafa/
Aercury} at the intention. of an Asiatic storekeeper,
who for ‘vears has been storekeeping sbout five or six
miles from the village.” It is his plan to transfer his
licence to a building, which has been erected, and
which after every wind has caused the comment to be_
made, * Ty it still standing?” It is on the farm
Soplia's Rust, belonging to Mr. Jacob van der Merve,
The farm adjoins the Government erven of Winterton,
It was one cf the inducements of the Goverpment,
when advertising ap, lications for the lease of the

s

Winterton Settiement Blocks, that no Asisties were to -

be aflowed un the settlement, and this principle has
been adopted throughout. But the principle is in’
danger if such licence be granted within a few feet of.
the Winterton villuge reserve. Influential petitions
against this were signed by about roo ofthe progressive
and deep-thinking members of the district. Apother
petition signed by most of the Winterton settlers was
also got up against rthe transfer of the licence.

The following appeirs in the Aonual Report of the
Department of Mines and Industries :—The Indian_
labour supply is wuch as it was in former years ; some

managers contend thac sice the Indian strike the

Indians are not working so well as formerly, others say
they notice oo difference, “The Indian coolie is dacile
and better at semi-skilled labour, such as setting timber,
than fhe pative.  His wages will rise now that further
recruiting in India has been stopped, as it is uniikely
that the supply of tocally born Indians wiil equal the
demand by the mines and agriculturists. Mapy of the
children are acquiring 8 smattering af education, which
wilt mike them uowilling to do unskilled labour.

Mr. Holden, speaking at 2 meeting of the Durban
Chamber of Commerce, said everybody was going to
benefit by the successtul termination of the war, Buot
what did they find ? They fonnd that there. was 2 agall
circle of pegple called ppon’ ip. every. instance to cobe
tribute, and, whatever the lunds were, it mas the same
swall circle. There were among them a qumber af
foreigners, Germans and other enemy subjects, carrping .
on busigess at the present time, and also other aliens,
P03 SOUGETY TS5 Rot ngaged inthy Tagaed 3 oy

mapy of them were Dot contributing to asy fund.

e
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had also in their midst a large Asiatic community carry-
ing on a profitable business among themselves, and
those men were able to pay up handsomely, as they
found recently in connectiof with the Turkish Red
Crescent Fund, when they got thousands. What had
they done for the British Empite ? "So far as he (the
speaker) knew, they had done nothing. For that class
of individual it was no use looking for. voluntary sub-
gcriptions, and the only way was for the Government
1o undertake the responsibility and impose taxation, as
would afiect all in an equal proportion, and out of that
taration contribute South Africa’s share to the war
(Hear, hear.) He was not arguing racialism, but- that
those who benefited should bear a proportion in the
liabilities, ’

[Note: Mr, Holden has evidently not taken the
trouble to enquire as to what the Indian community
has dope in this matter. Indians have contributed
many hundreds ot pounds to the Mayor's War Relief
Fund, the Governor-General’s Fund, Red Cross Funds,
etc. Amongst the contributors. were the humblest
hawker and labourer. There are very few Indians
even amongst merchants able to contribule on a scale
gsuch as the members of the Durban Chamber of Com-
merce can, but there is no need, op that account, to
sneer at the Indian community in the above manner.—
Ed. 1.O]. ‘

The Indenture System

‘Mr. C. F. Andrews, in the course of a letter to- the
Croal and Military Gaselle, says :—

Now that the indenture system has been practically
abolished within our own doors and in Natal, I trust
that the time is ripe for Eoglishman and Indiaas alike
to work together tawards the final abolition of the very
small remainder. Separating off, as your editorial did,
the emigration - of coolies to Ceylon, Burma and the
Straits Settlement (which™ is a different problem), I
doubt if the emigration to the far distant colonies, such
as Fiji, Trinidad, Jamacia, etc, amounts to more than
10,000 each year. This is an absurdly small figure
compared with the 315 millions of India. Yet this
indenture question, numerically so insignificant, stirs
up more bad blood each year in this country'than
almost any other single question. Why oot then have
done with it? Why not clear it away once and for all.
Why should such an open sore be allowed to go on
getting worse and worse ? :

If it be said that the abolition of indeoture will in-
crease the congestion of population, the answer is that
large areas of 1ndia are still not populated enough, and
how short-sighted it is, with the present scarcity of
labour in India itself, to be sending out picked, able-
bodied coolies abroad under conditions which approxi-
tnate to slavery ! If it be said that the abolition of in-
denture will seriously injure the colonies—again the

' smallness of the figures contradicts the statement.
The colonies can get their labour more naturally, if not
quite so cheaply, from nearer quarters. I did not hear
of a single planter who had closed down his estate in
Natal since emigration from India bad ceased. Im
any case the pumbers are so very small that hardships
to individuals could be overcome. II it be said that
we should do pothing till the War is over, I would
answer that probably the most important contribution
we can make to the cause of the Kiog-Emperor is to
abolish without any further delay evils which rankle in
the minds of Indians themselves and lead to a sense of
injustice and degradation.

Writing editorially on the indenture system, the
Bengalee vemarks :—A system that favours and per-
petuates immorality of the grossest kind stands self-
condemned. A great and a righteous Goveroment
should pot countenance it.

Printed and Puablished by Albert H. West and Magaolal K.
Gandbi st the Interoational Printing Press, Phoenix, Natal,
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

The new subscription rates for the Union of South
Africa will be 5s. 6d. per annum, post free. Elsewhere
the subscription with postage will be 6s. 6d. Unless
otherwise notified we shall extend the time of present
subscriptions according to the period still to run and
notify subscribers in the usual way before the sub-
scription expires, We shall be glad il subscribers wiil
kindly accept this notificatidh without a personal note
being sent to them.
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