Mion

PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN ENGLISH AND GUJARATI

No. 37 —Vor. X1I. 'WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER IOTH, [QI4. Serisered st the G.P.O. as a Newtpaber

Price Turtarence

"INDIA'S ENTHUSIASTIC LOYALTY

~ REUTER'S telegram from London, dated the

oth instint, states that Mr. Charles Roberts,

) the Under Secretay for India, read an import-

ant statement in the House of Commons from the

Viceroy of India. . .

= This created a tremendous sensation in the House,

and the stirring record of the loyalty of India was

greeted with cheer after cheer as the long roll call of

* the splendid response to the needs of the Empire was
read out. )

. The Viceroy’s statement was as follows : The follow-

_ ing is a summary of the offers of service and money

. made_in India to the Viceroy: The rulers of native

. States in India,-who number nearly 700 in all, have

with one accord rallied to the delence of the Ewmpire,

and have offeréd their personal services and the re-
~ sources of their States for the war.. From among the
maoy princes ‘and nobles who volunteered for active
service, the Viceroy has selected the Chiets of Johdpur,
Bikanir, Kishangarh, the Regent of Jodhpur, the heir-
apparent of Bhopal, and a brother of the Mzharaja of
Cooch Behar, together with other cadets of noble
- family. The veteran Sir Pertab Singh would bnot be
# denied his right to serve the King and Emperor, in
spite of his 70 years, and his nephew, the Maharaja,
- who is but 16 years old, goes with him. (Loud cheers.}
" Al| these have, with the Commander-in-Chief's approval,
already joined the expeditionary forces. The Maharaja
of Gwalior and the Chiefs of Jaora and Dholpur,
together with the heir-apparent of Palanpur were, to
their great regret, prevented from leaving their States,
Twenty-seven’ of the larger States of India maintain
Imperial Service troops, and the services of every
corps were immediately placed at the disposal of the
Government of India on the cutbreak of the war.

The Viceroy has accepted from 12 States contingents
of cavalry, inlantry, sappers, and transport, besides a
camel corps from Bikaner, and most of them have
already embarked,

As particular instances of the generosity and the
eager loyalty of the chiefs, the fallowing may be quoted.
#arious Durbars have combioed together to provide a
hospital ship, to be called the Loyalty, for the use of

"-the expeditionary forces ; the Maharaja of Mysore has

placed 50 lakhs of rupees (333,000) at the disposal of

the Government of India for expenditure in connection
with the expeditionary force ; the Chiet of Gwalior, in
* addition to sharing io the expenses of the hospital ship,
the idea of which originated with himselt znd the
Begum of Bhopal, has offered to place large sums ot
mfoney at the disposal of the Government ot India, and
td provide a thousand -horses "as remounts. From

Lahore, in the Punjab, and Lasbela and Kelat, in

Baluchistan, come offers of camels with drivers, to e
supplied and maintained by the Chiefs and Sirdars,
Several chiefs have offered to raise additional troops
for military service should they be required, and
donations to the Indian reliet fund have poured io

from all States, The Maharaja of Rewa bas offered
his troops, his treasury, and even his private jewellery
for the service of the King-Emperor, {Cheers.)

Ia addition to the contributivns to the Indian fund,
some chiefs, namely, those ol Kashmir, Bandi, Orchha, -
Gwalior, and Indore, have also given large sums to tha
Prince of Wales' Fund, The Maharaja of Kashmir not
content with subscribing himself to the ludian fund,
presided at a meeting of 20,000 people held recently
at Srenagar, and delivered a stirring speech, in response
to which large subscriptions were collected. The -
Maharaja of Holkar ofters frce of charge all the horues
ib his State army which may be suitable for Government
purposes. Horses are also offered by the Nizam’s
Govercment, by Jamnagar, and other Bombay States.
Every chief in the Bombay Presidency placed the re-
soutces ol his State at the disposal ol the Government,
and all have made contributions to the relief fund.
Loyal messages and offers have also been received from
the Mehtar of Chitral and the tribes of the Khyber
Agency, as well as the Khyber Rifles, Letters have
been received from the most remote States of India,
all marked by a deep sincerity of their desire to render
some assistance, however humble, to the British Govern-
ment in its hour of need. (Cheers.)

$.ast, but not least, from beyond the borders of India
have been received generous offers of assistance. From
the Nepal Durbar the military resources ot the State
nave been placed at the disposal of the British Govera-
ment, and the Prime Minister offered a sum of three
lakhs of rupees to the Viceroy for the purchase of
machine guos or field equipment for the British Gurkha
regiments proceeding overseas, in addition to large
donations from his private purse to the Prince of
Wales’ Fund and the Imperial Indian Relief Fund.
To the Fourth Gurkha Rifles, of which the Prime
Minister of Nepal is the Hovorary Colonel, he offered
30,000 rupees {£2,000) for the purchase of machine
guns in the event of their going on service. The Dalai
Lama of Tibet offered a thousand Tibetan troops for
service under the British Government. His Holiness
also states that Lamas innumerable throughout the
length and breadth of Tibet are offering prayers for
the success of the British Army and for the happiness
of the souls of all the victims of war. (Cheers.}

" The same-spirit has prevailed throughout Brilish
India. Hundreds of telegrams and letters have been
received by the Viceroy, expressing loyalty and a desire
to serve the Government either in ‘the field or by
co-operation in India. Many hundreds have also been

_received by the local administrations. They come Irom

communities and associations, religious, political, and
sncial, of all classes and creeds, also from individuals,
offering their resources, or asking for an oppoertunity to
prove theit loyaity by personal service. The following
may be mentioned as typical examples: Al India
Moslem League, the Bengal Presidency Moslem
League, the Moslem Association of Rangoon, the .
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trustees of Aligath College, Behar, the Provincial
League, the Central National Mabogge

an %_Cal;utta”thﬁ( gj;}é )
agtgrn
a

 she BEn
gl t‘;ge;ﬁgmﬁo -
RN H AR
Fily! Cigh10f,-]
gre ajplidag of ;
Chiefs Association, the United Provinoa Provincial
Congress, the Hindus of thg gunjgl’qﬁ ii; Kha;ga
Diwan, represepting the -%, Sikhs, the Bohsa
commt'mity? of nglmga‘;',h&':‘r lgé‘l}seé Eom‘muﬁi{i 5[‘%01}1- 1
bay. )
The Dolhi Medical Assgoiation offegs 4 field hospital
that was sent to 'furke.y during the Bilkan War. The
Bengalee students offer their enthusiastic services for

ambulance corps, and there were many other offers of
med i hg Z¢ Jad ] i Mad ol’ixz?s
e T.AA TN IYT2A

Among other practical steps taken to assist the
Goverpment may be poted the lt\oldipg of meetings to ‘
ally. he ‘pADiEs 0 keep dowa’ prices, and maintain
public cohidenpe and eredit; - - .. T
- GeneroMs conwributions have powred, in. fmm all

* quasten-to the Empersial Indian Relig§ Fuad, | ..

- M. Roberts-added that; in -additian;, similar offers:
hag- beern mude by ebie& who happened to be at -«
present in- Europe—the Gaekway of Baroda and

gharajr Bharatpus; te mention'twe oply, had placed .
the whole- resources of their States 4t the disposal 'of °
his-Majesty’s Government. The Fotian cpmrminity in: -
Epgland, itcluding Indian students, had 'made, loyak -
offers- f their® gervices. 'Mr. Roberts goncluded:--
 ¥-feel™confident that“the House. apd the country -
wilh-teel a--deep -apprecigtionr of. this 'magnificent:’
demonstration ol loyalty with, whiclt the princes and
the-people of India have identified themselves with the -
catse ol 'the Empire,” - (Loud cheers.} RIS
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-« Losd,Crewe on Indie’s Loyalty =

London, Septembey qth.—In the Hoise: of Lords '
“’-‘NEQE.‘L‘.E?. Grews read the statement; by the Viceroy
of India, which was given in the House of Commans,

Jaud Crewo alsa gave an account of the Vicaroy's
Coungil meeting, cwelliag on Indig’s intense loyalty
aqd.naggiﬁcgnt_help.m the Brisish.-. . 7, o0

Eord "Crawe-concluged : . vThis demensiration of -
trge and heartfelt loyalty to the King-Bmperorand the
Government is gue of the most gratifying facts as an

. outcome of the present war® {(Cheers,) .
Lord Lapsdawne eulogised India’s response.

Loid Crems, in the Houge of Lords, and Mx.
Robes, in the Hovse of Commans, bad cpngraty-
lavigan shawered on them by the members,

At the conclusion of the reading of the Viceroy's
statemant in the House ot Commons one memby;r ’
shouted : “ Send a sopy to the Kaiser. '

i .

India Offers Her All

. London, Septeg:ber g—1In the course gf his speech
in the Council as read by Lﬁl_'g Crewe ei:? thhé lgoqge
of Lords), the leeroy af India 9aid : “India rejoiced
that she was able tq fight for the Lapipe. 1t was cleay
that we WerG pot at the end of our miiltary resources,
;t;:emﬁ :&at g{_thxcs;lly all the, ruling chiels had also
aced e military fosces and resources of their
at the dispesal of the Guvernment o of thely States
“The Indian Government bad decided to meet such
portion of the cost af the Expedition as would have
falles upon Jodiz in normal cireumatances, raughly a
miltion sterling, to the end ol the financial year, which
was additional 10 providing for the defence of India,
and meeting losses conscquent upan the war.”

i

India Sends 70,000 Men  _ .
London, September g.—THg Viceroy of Ingdia,

the co a gegat spgesh & Shyla,_smidrhat ft was
po lop 'Q..c that; kndia Padyready ‘dedpatched
d Ghgsinsy S0d; ghe rgdvalry
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to the whole of India that they had already been able
to send over 70,000 combatants to the front.

+ He aunewnced -thavr sier-dakamialis and three
Nawabs and other Indian nobles were accompanying

the force.

\ . )
| .. London, Sepiewbeg 9-—Lord £rewe has apnounced

that the Gurkhas will participate in the campaiga.—
Reuter. .

zi Ll s 2

‘Kban has offered to the British Raj his resources and
personai service, and exprasses willingness ta. serve, gi
la Sepay ib any ibfantsy regiment=—Reuter. g

.. .Unjus¢ Ma

. Thgre sgems to be' pause for most serions pomplaint |
with regard fp some of the Natal Magistrates,.In fhese -
columns we recently recorded the condemnation; af the
Verulam Magistrate,by the Supseme Court for iltegatly
septencing an Indian to a term @ of imprisonment, .
kunawing the septencg,to be illegal, gnd onip Inst ‘wee
we reporfed a case wherein the same Magistraté was.:
severely gensured by the Judge-President tor negligence
and extragrdigary indifference regardipg.a imissing
pasgbook, The Natal Law Reperis just to hand show
hqv, in spite,af a decision of the;Supreme Comnit, that,
in the absence; of ang evidence to show that'the:offenice
wag cpmmitted, 3 plea of guilly wasinot suffieient
suppors thie decigion, the Magistuate of :New - Hanovex
neyertheless convicted pud sentenced An wpfaitupate!
native agginst whom.no gvidence had beep.led. [In’
giving judgment 1a the case. referred . t, the. Judgs-:
President gaid ;. * It may be, although it ia- difficult to,
understand how. it can be, that the, Magistwte op the:
231d of December ®as, unawaré: of, the degision givew,
by this Chutt i an appeal from:. himsell upon: the, 3rd;.
of Degentber. 1t may be that hethad,nok at tha e’
seen a report of the, decision. - At any rate L.will give .
him the benefit of the ‘doubt, But-in stating his rea-
song for his judgment, which he did on April x15th,
1944, he says:—f [ may say here, in this Proviace, it
Is not obligatosy for evidence to be led when a plea
of guilty is tendered” I cannot take it that at this
later date he was unaware of the decision of the Court ;
X could only da so by ascribing to bim a degree of
negleat or indelence in informing himselt which I will
oot readily impute. But he must understand for the
future that i is his duty to accept and apply the de-
cistons of this Court; and when s point has been
ditecily decided, more especially in the cass of an

f

istrates -

. =

| appeal fram himsel, it is altogether improper for him

tg set his own view against that of this Court and say
thay that is not obligatery which the Court has declared
to be necessary. The goaviction must be quashed, .
and I ghall expect in future that the Magistrate will
see the propriety and necessity of copforming to the
decigions of thig Court ; and I muss express my regret
that he should have made it necessary to tell him s0.” -
Burely there is room here iox investigation by the
De,part_mept of Justice whose attention should undoubt.
edly be directed to-cases of this nature. There is no
doubt that some Magistrates are suffering badly fram
what, ta unjudicial language is called *swelled head,”
and uptil they are severely checked hy departmental
action, they are quite capable af igaoring even such
painted advice as that which we- pablish abave.’
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From thq Editor’s Chair

INDIA AND THE EMPIRE

TuE lengthy telegrams from England that we pubiish
elsewhere, recardiog statements made in the Imperial
. Legislative Council at Delhi, and the Imperial Houses

of Parliament, Westminster, must have amazed those-

who have hitherto not realised the significance of the
part that India plays in the Empire. We are not tor
the moment gaipg to discuss the ethics of warfare or
the advantages of Passive Resistance. We have to
look at the matter from the point of view "ot two un-
questionable facts, the first of which is that the Empire
is at Way, ‘and the other that India ia av integral
postion of the Empire. In these circumstances India’s
duty was clear, and she has responded, not to any
outside appeal, but to her own sense of what is fitting,
_ having regard to those circumstapces. How spontane-

ous, how generous,' how wholehearted, how regardless

of grievances her response has been Reuter's telegrams
indicate with a gratifying degree of detail. These have
" pat been wanting those suffering from perpetual and
incurable negrophobia who have deplored the use of
Indian troops, pot in the least because they did not
wish India to be contaminated by the brute force that
" is sweeping Europe like a plague, but solely because
the coloured races must never be allowed to feel that
" they are on terms of equality, even on the plane of
physical force, with the European peoples, and this in
-spite of the lessons of the Russo-Japanese War. But
these critics will, we opine, hardly contend that.Indian

troops are likely to be less self-zestrained, less chival-

rous, in a ‘word; less civilised, than the Vandals and
Huns who destroyed Louvain, and who, il the reports
that have been published be even one-tenth true, have
mutilated, pillaged, murdered and ravished. After
Port Arthur and Liao-yang, the East could not stand
" where it did before these gruesome events, aod not the
least important of all the consequences of the historic
war that is now proceeding so tfuriously, will be the
inevitable re-adjustment of the relations between the
East and the West, on the basis of diminished Western
racial arrogance and augmented and justifiable Eastern
racial pride, And to this result India will have con-
tributed in such a degree as to compel a new consider-
ation of her place and function in the Empire to which,
in its time of need, she bas contributed with a lavish-
pess that has hitherto been unexampled in history.

/

A CHARACTERISTIC OFFER

We publish elsewhege the correspondence between
Mr. Gandhi and others on behalt of Indians resident
in or visiting Eogland, offering their services, and the
reply of the Under Secretary of State for India. The
first letter is a fine example of the principle for which
Mr. Gandhi, whose hand may be seen in every line of
it, has stood for so many years, and the following words
finely represent the spirit of the offer —* We would
sespecttully emphasise the fact that the one dominant
idea guiding us is that of rendering such humble
assistance as we may be considered capable of per-
forming, as an earnest of our desire to sharé the
regpwibilitia of membership of this great Empire

1

if we would sbare its privileges” Lord Crewe's sug-

gestions indicate that the Imperial Government are

anxious to avail themselves of this offer of service in

the spirit in which it was made. We have hatore uz

the draft ol the circglar letter that waz sent to those

who made the offer. The words: * We advisedly use

the word ‘unconditionally,’ as we believe that, at a

moment like this, no service that can be assigned to

us, can be considered to be beneath our digaity or

inconsistent with our self-respect,” amply reveal the’
true meaniog of & word liable otherwise to be mis-
understood. An Empire that can produce men and
women of such extreme sell-abnegation ix an Empire

that must stand because of ths mgjesty ol the printiples '
to which these self-sacrificing cilizens are devoted.
1t is significant that this trumpet cal} of duty is sounded
by two such remarkable women as Mrs, Gandhi, who
has already suflered so much in her own person, and
Mrs. Sarojini Naidw, the great paetess of India,

VISITING PERMITS AGAIN

WE publish in this issue the relevant particulars of the
form of application that has to be completed snd
declared to formally by applicants fox Visiting Permits.
We also publish some interesting correspondence onm
the subject, which shows that the representatives of the
Indian community are alert to the dangers of the Indian
community's being a party ta the erection of an officigl
inquisition into the movements and history of individual
Indians from the time of their asrival in this country.
Wae are strongly of opinion that the preparation of such
documents should not have been entrusted to the
departmental officials until the Indian community,
through its leaders, had been consulted, in order to
avoid the friction and suspicion that age bound othar-
wise ta be created. We trust that other public bodies
besides the Transvaal British Indian Association will
register their protests with equal emphasis, so that the
Governient may have no excuse lor ignorance of the
{eeling of Indians in this matter. Meanwhile, we would
earpestly recommend to them the undesirability of
applyiog for Visiting Permits g0 loog as the present
form of application is in use.

s« WHOM THE KING PELIGHTETH TO
HONOUR"

WE understand that, upen the recommendation of
Losd Hardinge, supported by Lord Crewe, the Secre-
tary of State for India, the name of My Golbale was .
jncluded among those upon whom the digoity of a
mCommandership of the Indian Empire was to
be mred on the occasion of the last celebration of
the King's birthday, Jndia, however, states that Mr.
Gokhale, on being apprized of His Majesty’s imtentiop,
wrote to say that whilst he was deeply grateful to His
Majesty the King-Emperor for the same, he must
humbly beg to be excused the high honour as he pre-
ferred to continue under his present simple designa-
tion, if his wish was oot likely to be misconstrued ;
whereupon His Majesty was graciously pleased to allow
the withdrawal of his name trom the list. Lord Crewe,
at the same time, intimated his regret that the Govern-
ment could not mark their bigh sense of appreciation
of Mr. Gokhale’s public services. The incident is still
one more illustration of Mr. Gokhale's extraordinary
modesty and his sepse ot what is appropriate for men
who setve their country with po thought of reward,
Like that otber great Indian, Mr, Dadabhai, Mr.
Gokbale's name will go dowa to history as that of a
simple, devoted, _self-saerificing patriot who had at
heart only his country’s good. :
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" Visiting Permit Monstrosities

The following is a copy of the form D.1.4 issued by
the Immigration Department of the Union :— -

1/- stamp to be cancelled by
Officer taking this declaration.

T NO e
. (to be leit black)., ~

Nature of document applied for..........cocvneenns "
Period (if any) for which required......c.uuvureeriesel
of Entry.....coese-eenenn(if any reply to these questions
is in the egative, this should in each case be clearly
stated). N

1. Name of applicant in full. 2. Applicant’s age.
3. Sex. 4. Race. 5 Nationality. 6. Country of
crigin, Documents and references submitted in support
of this statement, especially as regards residence In
South Africa. 7. (a) Date and place of applicant's first

. entry into South Africa. {b) Full particulars with dates
of applicant’s subsequent movements within and beyond
the Union. Description of person for whom permit 15
desired. Height. Build, Distinguishing features and
marks. 8. Particulars of fixed property, or other vested
interests of applicant in South Africa or elsewhere,
g. Applicant’s occupation and means of subsistence,
10. Is applicant able to read and wrile in any European
language ? If so; in what language? 11 Has appli-
cant ever been refused permission to enter any Province
of the Union or expelled from it? 12, Has applicant
ever been convicted of any crime in any country? It
so, for what offence ?
aoy physical or mental infirmity? 14. State whether
applicant is or has been married. r5. If married state
(a) name of wife-or husband, as the case may be; 2nd
(b) it alive, the present place ol residence. 16. Has
applicant’s wite, or any of his children ever been in
South Africa? Ii yes, give particulars with dates.
ry. It applicant has any children give details. (This
reply should include adult as well as minor children.)
1f applicant has lost any children by death their names
should be given with the remark dead”. under the
heading * present residence.” 18. Particulars of any
permit or certificate previously obtained or applied for
in any Province of the Uvion, 19. Any other_ partic-
ulars relevant to the case. ‘

[ SO having been duly cautioned,. hereby
solemnly and sincerely declare that I tully understand
the above questions aond that I have answered them
truthfully and that they have beeh interpreted to me
in.veviesnniieenen o which Lhereby declare to understand.

Signature (or mark) of applicant.......

. Addressin full.....oieiinniinniniiciienian

- T hereby certify that I acted as Interpreter for the
.purpose of this-application.

Signature...ovieeiiinnnnns rereneneennn
Address.......oviiiiiiiieiincinns

‘Thumb impressions 1 hereby certily that the person
.where required T e affixed his
lelt right. sigoature (or mark) to this
‘ document after the said docu-
ment had been read over and
interpreted to him in my pre-
sence and that the contents
hereof have been declared be-
fore me at............
day of...cveiiiinnnn 1914,
Justice ot the Peace.

The Justice of the Peace should delete these words’

where an interpreter has not been required and add to
the certificate a note that the applicant understood the
language used for the application.

The following correspondence in regard to the above
has passed between the Under Secretary for the Interior
and Mr. Polak :— ’

13. Is applicaot suftering from _

31st August, 1914,
_ 41 have seen a copy of the form D.r.4. that appli-
cants for Visiting Permits are required to complete..
May I suggest that they appear to be extremely cum-
bersome documents and are, in my humble opinion,
liable to deter Indians from applying lor these facilities
except under extraordinary pressure ? 1t scarcely seems
pecessary for an applicant for a Visitiog Pass, who may

‘have to proceed to Natal for, say, a fortaight, to wisit

a sick relative, or for some urgot business matter, to
answer questions 7, 8, 14, 15, 16, and 1%, and in :_he
case of Transvaal Indians, beyond a f:_)r.mal declaration
as to the purpose and period of the wsit,.are any other
particulars requoired- than those contained 1 the
Certificate of Registration ? I do feel that a simpler
document than this should meet the exigences of the

- case, and expecially where applicants are holders of

Transvaal Registration Certificates. . .

¢ May I ask that you will be so good as to give this .
matter your early attention having regard to the fact
that there are likely to be many applicants tor Visiting
Passes-who will bie terrified at having to undergo an

_ examination of their past and present from the time '

that they entered South Africa ? _ :
(Sgd.) “HY. S. L. Porak.” ’

. - 3td September, 1914.
 With refetence to your letter of the 3ist ultimo,
on the subject of the form to be filled in by applicants

-for Visiting Permits, I have the bhonour to inform you

that the system was adopted ooly alter careful con-
sideration, and the Minister is not prepared to make.
any alteration therein until it has had a fair and full
trial.

{Sgd.) ¢ J. W. Snawr,

“ Under Secretary for the Interior.”"

British. Indian- Association’s Letter

The follnwing letter to the Secretary for the Interior,
dated the sth instant; has been addressed by the Chair-
man of the British Indian Association :—

“ My Assuciation has seen the letter addressed by
Mr. Polak to you dated the 31st ultimo, with reference
to form D.r 4. being the form of application-for Visit-
ing Permits and other documents,- and your reply
thereto of the 3rd instant. I desire, on behalf of my
Association, to remind you that Visiting Permits are
now issued in lieu of the Temporary Permits formerly
issued to those entering the neighbouring Proviuce of
Natal. In order to facilitate the passage of Indian
travellers, the practice had been created that they
should deposit with the Immigration Officer at Volks- -
rust £ 10 together with ,£1 the fee on the Temporary
Permit which was subsequently issued by the Natal
Immigration Officer at Durban upon production of the
receipt. There was no inquisition at the border or by
the Natal Immigration Officer at Durban, and the
facilities thus. granted werc much appreciated by the
Indian community, nor has my Association learnt that
they were in any way abused. The whole object of
the issue of the new documents, my Association be-
lieven, was still further to facilitate the movements of
Indian desirous of proceeding to a neighbouring pro-

- vince for a temporary purpose. My Association very

much fears that that' object will be frustrated by the

‘new requirements to fill up and declare to 2 documeat

such as form D.1.4. which purports to make an investi-
gation into the whole past of the applicant from the
time of his atrival in South Africa. My Association
ventures respectfully to represent that to compel appli-y

tcaots for Visiting Passes to undergo an examination of .
this kind, is calculated to arouse the gravest suspicions

in the minds of the community, nor does there appear ~
to my Association to be any valid reason for the’
creation of an entirely new practice so far as the ;
Traosvaal is concerned. e

“T have the honour to refer you to the spirit of th {'
remarks made in paragraph 5, page 34, of the report 6}'
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the Indian Enquiry Commission. It appears clear
the_relrorn that, so long as a Resident Magistrate was
sawsfied of the dona fides ot the applicant, it was the
desire of the Commissioners that a Visiting Permit
should be issued to him by the Magistrate, and, so far
as Transvaal Indians are concerned, my Association is
strongly of opinion that these dona jfidss can be most
easily tested by the productnon of the applicant’s
Transvaal Registration Certificate, and a statement of
the purpose for which the Visiting Permit is required.

My Associatioa finds it exrremely difficult, having
regard to past history with reference to visits of a
temporary nature to neighbouring -provinces, to recom-
mend members of the community, that it has the
. honour to represent, to answer all the questions printed
on the face of the form herein referred to, and in view
of the complaints that have already reached my Asso-
ciation on this subject, I venture to hope, on its behalf,
that the Honourable the Minister will be pleased to
re-consider this matter, and consent to the substitution
tor the present form of application of another document
more suited to the occasion for which it is used.

(Sgd) “A. M. CacHALIA,"

Government Obdurate

The Under Secretary for the Interior replies, under
date the 1rth instant, as follows :—

“ With reference to your letter of the sth instant

- with reference to form D.1.4, used in connection with
inter-provincial visiting permits, I have the honour to
inform you that the procedure in question applies
equally to applicants in ail Provinces of the Union and
no differentiation can be made in the manner suggested
by you in tavour of Transvaal Asiatic residents.

“1am toadd that it is considered that your fears
on the subject are entirely groundless and that you
must realize that these visiting permits will be issued
by Magistrates throughout the Union and not only
through one Immigration Officer.”

Indians and the ‘War

In connection with the offer of the Indian com-
munity in London to render assistance to the British
Government in the war, a confidential circular was sent
out to Indians. “We, the undersigned,” states the
circular “ have, after mature deliberation, decided for
the sake of the Motherland and the Empire to place
our services unconditionally, during this crisis, at the
disposal of the Authorities, We advisedly use the
word ‘unconditionally’ as we believe that at 8 moment
like this, no service that can be assigned to us, cao be
considered to be beneath our dignity or inconsistent
with our self-respect.” :

The following letter dated the 14th ultimo, wis'sub-
sequently addressed to the Uader Secretary of State
for India =— ; :

« It was thought desirable by many of us that during
the crisis that has overtaken the Empire ard whilst
many Eoglishmen, leaving their ordinary vocation -in
lite, are responding to the Imperial call, those Indians
who are residing in the Upited Kiogdom and who can
at 21l do so, should place themselves unconditionally
at the disposal of the Authorities, . -

«With a view of ascertzining the feeling of the
resident Indian population, the undersigned sent out a
circular letter to as many Indians io the United King-
dom as could be approached during the 30 hours that
the organisers gave themselves. Ihe response has
been generous and prompt and, in the opinion of the
undersigned, representative ot His Majesty’s subjects
from the Indian Empire at present residing in the dif-
ferent parts of the United Kingdom.

« On behalf of ourselves and those whose names
appear on the list appended hereto, we beg to offer our
services to the Authorities We venture to trust that
the Right Hon'ble the Marquess ot Crewe will approve

of our offer and secure its acceptance by the proper
authority. We would respectfully emphasise the fact
that the one dominant idea guiding us is that of render
1ng such humble assistance as we may be considered
capable of performing, as an earnest of our desire ta
share the responsibilities of membership of this great
Empire, if we would share its privileges.

“ It may be added that some of those whose names
are sent herewith, are already doing work in connec-
tion with some ol the organisations that are already
rendering assistance, and we have no doubt that il our
bumble offer is accepted, as the news permesites the
Indian commuaity, many mote volunteers will come
torward.

The above was sigred by M. K. Gandhi, {Mrs.)

Kastur Gandhi, (Mrs,} Sarojini Naidu, M. M. Gan-
devia, Jivraj N. Metha, Sorabji Shapurji, N. R. Khan,
D. Virana, Khushro S. Ghaodhi, R. L. Lalvani.
-~The fifty-three signatories (says Jrdia) include six
physicians and surgeons, dne surgical dresser, two
engineers, one stenographer, four merchaats and traders,
three barristers, one journalist, seven holders of Uni-
versity degrees, and three ladies.

Government Accepts Offer
The letter brought the lollowing reply from the
Under Secretary, Mr. Charles Roberts :
“Dear Mr. Gaodhi—lLord Crewe desires me to

L thank you for you letter of the r4th, and to express

his warm recognition of your loyal offer of service.

“His Lordship desires to accept the offer in the
spirit in which it has been made, and he bas given his
earnest consideration to the manger in which the ser-
vices of the Indian community can be utlised to the
best interest of the empire. .

“He is disposed to think that it would not be advis-
able for Indian students to volunteer for military duties.
It they enlist in the force which Lord Kitcheper is now
raising they may not be able to leave it for three years ;
time. His lordship is very averse to encouraging them
without the sanction of their parents to take a step
which would <o seriously intzrrupt the purpose for
which they came to this country, and which might
prejudice their whole future. Neither is it possible to
advise them to join the Territorial Force, as the estab-
lishment is now complete, and a long waiting list is
already in existence, so that at the present it is impos-
sible to secure enrolment in that force.

*“ There is, however, another sphere of public duty
not less important for which in this country we are in .
the habit of depending very largely upon voluntary
assistance, and this consists in rendering aid tqthe
sick and wounded. The number of these in the pre-
sent war may, unhappily, be large, and if that should
picve to be the case the military hospitals and military
staff may have difficulty in coping with the demands
made upon them. It will, - therelore, be necessary to
creale temporary and voluntary organisations to meet
this emergency. This duty is already being under-
taken by a very large number ol Englishmen and
women in the voluntary aid detachments of the British
Red Cross Society, and it is to work of this kind that
Lord Crewe would direct your attentien.

« His lordship suggests that a committee should be
formed among the Indian residents and visitors in
London, and that they should undertake to get up an
Indian voluntary aid contingent. It is understond
that Mr, James Cantlie, who has taken an active part
in the organisation of the voluntary aid detachments ot
the Red Cross Society, has offered to train and drill
an Indian voluntary aid contiogent il a sufficient num-
ber of persons are prepared lo undergo a course of in-
struction, Lord Crewe notices that several of the
signatories to your letter are quilified medical men,
and if they will co-operate with Mr. Cantlie there is
reason to hope that the Indian voluntary aid contingent
would become one of the most efficieat detachments io
the kingdom.
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“It is, of course, quite impossible at the present
moment to guarantee that the services of the Indian
voluntary aid contingent will be utilised in any given
direction. If the number of sick and wounded should,
fortunately, not be large, the ordinary military and
charitable hospitals will be able to deal with them.
But the prevalent feeling in this ceuntry, which, as your
letter shows, is shared by Indians, is that we ought all
to prepare ourselves to render efficient service to the
empire should the necessity arise.-<~VYours truly,

“(Signed)  CHARLES ROBERTS.”

Steps were taken on receipt of the létter of the
Under Secretary of State for Indiz, to act upon the
suggestion made by Lord Crewe. A meeting of Indians
was held at the house where Mr, Gandhi is staying,
and a tommittee %as appointed; Mr. Gaidhi was
cheseén as chairman, Mr, M, M, Gandevia as hon.
secretary, end among the members are: Mrs. Sarojidi
Naidu, Dr. J. N, Mehta, Mr. Sorabji Shapurji, Major
Sinha, Colonel Kanta Prasad, Mr. Bhupendravath
Basuy Mr. J. N, Sahay, and others. It is expected that
wotk will bégin at once witb Dr. Cantlie.

Indians in Action

A Reuter cablegrain from Nairobi states that during
the fighting in East Airica on the 6th instant the Bri-
tish made a most gallant bajobet charie against most
fierce machine-gus fire, The 2gth Puojabis suffered
somewhat heavily.

Dr. Peirson has kindly consented to give instriction
in ambulagce atd Red Cross work generaily to those
who fave offered their services in Johannesburg,

. RN

The members of the Transvad] Indids Womeb’s As.

Bocistion 4tk engaged it making pillow cases ib connec-
tion with the Red Crois work.

The Condition of England

1

Afy article appears in T Opfrmst, &n English’

duattetly tevikw, by St. Jobhn G. Ervine, trom which
We Hake the following extracts — .

" WHY it it that Eogland to-day is so unsatisfactoty ?

WHy is it that ib $pite ol the remarkable developmeht
of the amenities ot life, existence in England -is, ob
fhie whole, 2 rathet cheerless thidg? When the minds
turh towardy duch ah age as that of Elizabeth, atid com-
pares it with this 48, voe itistantly feels that, generally
3peaking, that fige was & Happler age than this one is,
I do not believe that that feeling arises from the
tatural tetdenty of people to exalt the past at the ex-
pense of the present. My own bias §s towards my own
tibied ; but whea Ity to prove to mysell that it is
. bettet to bee alive now than to have beep alive then, I
fail to cotvince tysell of the truth of Iny argument,
Enpland tndoubtedly is richer to-day than it was in
the seventeedth century, but I itnagide that wealth to-
@y 3 15 witely distributed than it was then ; if we
have 4 greter vumber of millionairés than the Elizi.
bethans had, we also have a greater number ol padpers.
'Thete Wwere fewet thachives in the reign of Queen
Hlisabeth, but thert were also Tewer industrial diseases,
We prodiice a preat many more tticles than they pro-
duced, but otir productions wear less well than:theirs
did. The Elizabethans wade fabrics which lasteg tor
at least & lfetime, and in most cases were 50 durable
that they Wwere bequeathed trom family to family ; we
make fabtitd Wwhich are word-out at the end of three
motths, We spend an endrmous atount of enetgy
and mOﬂe[y in organitibg factories and workshops for
the mabufacture of gobds which are either trivial or of
poot quality. They did ot éxpend a tenth of the
Btiefgy 4nd moudy sp.'ht by us, and they prodiiced gaods
of sdpretne value. Thers is
that men three hundred years hence will eoliect and

very little in this aga

T

" produced stufis

chérish.; but there was very nitch made in Elizabeths °
day for which we will gladly pay large sums of money.

. . . 1t is luditrous to say that a workman
in a modern factory, performing seme ntinute operation
in a long and complicated process, which culn_uinates
in the production of a box of chocolates or a piece of
shoddy. cloth, has ‘‘progressed” beyon.d and is
superior to the workman who, in the Middle Apes,
which seem incapable of wearing out.
.+ + . . If¥earenot, on the whole, a happier
people than the Elizabethans were, then we have not
progressed, we have retrograded. Co

And why have we retrograded (for I believe that we
have) ?- When I compare the Elizabethans with the
Fifth Georgians, I discover that there is lacking in our

“life 2 very vital thing which was abundant in theiry;

and that is religion. I am using the word “religion »
here in a sense which is ioreigi to the mind of the bulk
of modern religious prople. When I say “ieligion,” [
do not mean the Church of England, nor do I mean the
Strict and Particular Baptists. The word conveys tu
me an impression of an exalting force which unifies a
race and inspires it. When I speak of a religious people,
1 speak of a peopis who are so possessed of a spiritual
emotion that they dre tompelled to expéhd themselves
in the service of some power outside themselves.” 1t
is that power which empties a man’s $pirit of ail mean
and petty things, and fills it with-an indoinitable desire
tolivelargely. . . .. . . = X
The Christian Religion died in Englind on the day
that Arkwright ihvented the spitningjenny; and it i§
very interesting to obseive how good taste in draibd 3o
far as religion is concernéd, grew up theredfter. . . . .
We in out day have allowed good taste to be sib-

stituted for a natural joy in God, and the result i§ that

England is empty ol religion. Turn your eyés #here
you will in tais country, and you will almbst certainly
find doubt and denial and self-concern. ‘The politicians
are so insincere that they do not attempt to disguise
their insincerity ; an honest man in the House of Com-
mons is regarded as if he Were 4 Prig; he is told that
he has not got a sense of humour., The bulk of our
newspapebs aré rottéd with liesw THe bulk of our
drama is so foolish that men of intelligence ignore it.
Our industrial lite is so horrible that one lofigs fof the
judgiment of God updh it. The mass of people aie
permadently ill, permanently partialiy stitved, per-
tanéntly denied access to the adienitiés of a decent -
lite. Inthe churches, ten are busy over-haling credts
and recasting beliefs ; the wen of letters dre examinitig
established institutions and finding thewm wahtifg ; Guy
Painters atid musicians are careléssly trampling ©b the
acclntiilated -beauty and concord of centiiried. One
looks at Wigah and Warrington and the little dark
towns of the Potteties, attd sees instantly that God has
fled from them. o . -

A telegram of welcome to Lord Buxtoii, the Gover-
bor-General, on his drrival at Cape Towh, has been -
sent by the Trangvaal British Indian Association.

Telegrams of welcome were sent to His Excellency
the Governor-General by the Natal Indian Association,

Avjuman Islam and Zoroastrian Anjuman,

The Natal Indian Association sent a letter -of coti-

dolence to the relatives of the late Mrs. Maurice
Evanps, .

Mr. Rustonmjee and the Secretary of the Natal Indian
‘Association have received nice letters from General
Stuts thanking them for the kind expression of
sympathy at the deathi of his father and thanking the
members of the communities. i l
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