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— EDITORIAL

.Ropstriation of lhdians

We have endeaveoured to point out
the economic and political conditions
of Indians ib the Colopy at the present
time during the iast few mounths in
this Journal and it is appropriate, we
believe, to request the immediite
assistance of our friends in India, the
United Kingdom, and the United
States of Amerioa.

We claim to have not only friends
in Indis, but we feel confident that our
brothars and sisters and the Press in
our Motherland will nod allow the
majority of our people and their kith
and kin to continue to perish in this
British Crown Colony. It is abundant-
ly clear that the Indian workers are
being exploited for the benefit of
certaio English Capitalists,

We claim to have friends in the
United Kioglom, aod we now make a
specinl ples to the Fabian Coloniai
Bureau and the Indian League to
render our people all possible assistencges
to improve their pusition within the
Colony and to bring pressure on the
Authorities to affard all those who
are willing to return to Iudia sn early
opportunity to do 8a. .

Weclaim to bave friends in the
United States of America and we now
meke an urgent and sincers appeal
to Sir Girjs Shankar Bajpai, Agent
General for India in the United States
of America to represent our oass tg
the Indian and Ugited States Goverg~
mants for prompt consideratiom, It
isto be bopad that Sir G, 8. Bajpai

- Mechanisation of :Ihe B.G. Rice Indnstry .

Mahaicony=\bary Rice Expansion Schere

C C O BY JENARAINE SINGH

Eathusiastic optimism bas been
expressed by the Press and certain
Legislatara of British Guiana in
regard to the mechanisuation experi—
ment now being carried out at the
Mahaicony—Absary Rice Expansion
area, It is definilely too esarly to
express an opinion one way or the
other on the future possibilities . of
sucoess ag far as mechanising tha in-
dustry is concerned with the present
type of equipment. '

]

As far as the schema proper is con—
cerned, uadoubtedly the site chosen ig
ideally suited for mechanisation ; the
general lay-out appaars to ba praperly
plaoned, the drainage, the sail- and
waber requiraments are appsarently
good, but .the sams ‘canmot be said of
the machines, tractors, reapers and
threshers which ara generally spaak.
ing suvmewhat unsuited for the tvpe
of work that is required of them. Far

Continued on page 3

will not consider it an impoesiti~ra to
reprasent the care of the Indiansin
this Chrlony, Trinidad, and Jaraijca,
algo Surinam to the Indian and United
States (Goveroments, i -

Dewan Behader,” P. K Pillai and
V., N. Tigary. Delegates from India,
in their® 1923 Report “to the Indian
Government on a Scheme for Ipdiap
Emigration to British Guitna, made
the following obsarvations :—

**It is admitted on all hands that
-bui for them (the East Indians) the

sugar industry of the Colony would

have collapsed years ago; snd that
they bave saved the Colony from
utter ruin and baokraptey.*

In the West India Committes
Circular of August, 1944, a condensed
accound of the Sugar Estate Workers
Committee's Report was published.
his Cr>mmittee which was comp ised
of the Official Receiver and Public
Trustee as Caairman, with the Cn-
servator of Korests and the Deputy
Colonial Treasurer of the. Colony as
Members, found " that male resident
plece workers normelly work on- an
average of 2,3 days per week. and
female resident workersof 1.45 days
per week, That the actial oumber
of days worked by non-resident lab-
ourers is not known, but is roughly
3 days per week by males and 2 days
per week by femsales,”

o our opinion no more .incomplete
and biased report could have b:en

-

submitted.to a .. Government by an
incompetunt Committee compoised of
thres Goverument Officials, Thisis a
British Crown Colony and we have
grown agoustomed to its methods aad
pray  Almighty God to deliver
our-people from this bondage,

In 1923, the production of sugar wag
approximately 100,000 tons; in 1930,
the actual tonnage was 127,764 and in
1942, the quantity was increased to
191,767 tons. As meantioned in our
leading article on Tth October, uader
the Caption **The Rice Industry, *
the Sugar Producars are planning to
iocrease prodaction in 1945 to 250,000
tons. But according to the report of
the Sugar Estate Workers Committes
mentioned above; workers on Bugar
Estatea do not work on an avarage
three daye per weak. . '

Since the Sugar Producers ars so
ungrateful to their workers and since
the majority of Government Offic ps
and Bugar Plantars continus to ibhel
their workers, would it be unkind to
suggest to ail warkers -on Sugar
Estates to work less than thres days
Per week from now_on 2. .

We concluda this appaal to our
triends ia [ndia, the Uaited Kingdom,
and the Uuited States of America to
arrange for the Repatriatioa of ogur
Nationals to'their Motherlaud as saon
as possible afcer ths Buropaan War is
brought tu a victorious eand. . !

{To be continued)
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Indlans Want A Squa.re Deal

BY THE WATCH DOG

By now it must be clear to the most
casual Indian observers that they
(the Ipdiavs) are being subjected to »
contiouous barrsge Of attacke from
slmost every quarter. The lagal and,
Imperisl governments andthe vested
Toterests bave used every ingenuity
st their command ‘to marsha] the'
foroes against them in ordery to main-
tain a statvs ~quo’ of semi slavory
. tondition ae exists at present,

Hypocnt:cnl pronocuncemenis -have
been made in all quarters including
the Legislative Council by responsible
mep stating that they weie frienda of |
the Indiaps, but what do we find?
Bebind those felse statéruents lie the
surgeon's knife -which cuts olean, but
"leaves an ugly scar after pever to be
forgotten by Indians. The question
of Universal Adult Suffrage is an out.
standiog one,

Quite & pumber of wrongs bave
been committed, sgaivst the Indianps

apd the time is not distant ‘when they |
shall have to take sclion "to corrsct
them. Th:s nnturnlly may lead to a
1
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olash of interest batween jbe Indian
apd =om» of the other races inhabit.
irg the colony, the local and Imperial
Governments and the vesied iaterasts,
Ae oan be seen the task is an enor.
mous one ; but it will bave to be faced
squarely nnd boldly if the EXIBIIDgJ
oonqmonsn of Indiabhs - are  to, be
dbauvged. - If as a-result ®5f our as-
pirations wa bappen to ‘dlash with.
those npposed to our progress then we
shall have to present open battle oun
the issues, maintain an attitude of
continuous oharge aud be oo the
offensive uatil the battle iz won.

The politiciana and ohlmplons of
tbo Indians will bhave to face the
jssues with uunendiog energy, and
avail themselves of all methods,
backed up- by the -full weight of
Indians and a righieous cause, .There |
oan be only one auswer to such an
Lisgue and that is God is siwaysion;the
gide of those who have a just and true
oavse and with His heip victory. is
corlain,

o
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- U’itvluﬂt Pastor®
- JAWC, Dem
7110, Oct. 44

w

The Editor,
Indun Oplmon
Snr. . .
Lsn you ,oblige us space in your
valuable cotums* to publish the 'dis-
advantages we the Pasture Workers of
Pln. Uitvlugt are "suffering,
"-There is no well-pipe at the Pasture
for the Pasture Workers, and our wives
and women.folks have to go to the
Estate pipe the only available water
canter, a distenos of about 200 rods be-
fore they oap get any drinking water.
Complnnts bave been ‘made before the
‘previous Attorney of the eatate who
bad -promised to rum Ppipes at the
Pasture especially for- the pregoant
women, The pipes were ordered, but
when thyy ~camethey werge uthlised in
the estate by HWome “other influential
Boss, thue depriving hundreds-of work-
ers from obtaining a leng-fel: want.
Is this justice to the poor workers who

4

‘Ranbaros Misir,
GENERAL PROVISION
" MZRCHANTS

—

Letter to the, Editor

are responsible for all the luxuries
ebjoved by the management?

There are no latrines for the
workers of the Uitvlugt Pasture, They
bave to use the railway-line para-
pet, the open pasture. and ihe cane
fielda as latrines without any privacy
or sapitation. Is pot this = disgraoe
to-the mansgement and a_ bresch of
tbe Medical: Health ? Cannct the De.
pattment of Publioc Health and Sanite-
tion seo that the " ‘management build

ers, so as to Improve the sapitary
copdition of the area and prevent the
gpread of Hook-worm aod Typhold
which is causing such- abnormal
number of dontpa? ~

Whanaver tbe women ‘and children

oaapbr oil; they are always told by the’
dispenser ‘that -there -is nd nastor oil,
and eventus|ly they bave to-buy castor
oil, from the distriet drug store when-
ever they are in need, Isthis oota
shame to the managpment, to have an
estate hospital and no supply of castor
0il,? Is it pot justifinble that these
women and children should et a little
castor oil when they need ? I do hope
io future that the mapagement would
gee that the estate hospital keep a
good supply of caetor oil for the use of
the Workers. °

Thanking you for sploe,

+ Yours Faithfully,

Malo -

proper latripes for the Pasture work~|

of ‘the, workers. go to: the hospital for|. - .

Thraeae More Indian
Students For the United
States

MESSRS K\TLAI\- SINGH AND
NARAYAN

Three more Indian Students are
preparing to leave the colony for the
United States of America They are
Messrs. Tappie Siogh, Hewley Kailnn
band Omkar Narayan.c - .
Mr. Kailan is a son ofroity busmhs- .
man William Kailan and ths late Mrs.
Kailao.

Mr. Singh is the younger son of
Hon, Dr. J, B, Sizgh and Mre. Siogh
of 273 lelhl Street. He is also the
younger brother of Dr, ledutl Singh

of the City HO!Pltl]

My, Narayan is s son of Mr. and
Mra, Sage Narayan of Easequabo,

Ses Liall's
Kitty, Newltlown

- Bazaar
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The vital guestion of sdult soffrage
todsy, while being of exrreme impor-
tance to the roale popalation of Brisish
Guisna, is of equal significance to sll
womsn of this country. The existing
law does not qualify many ‘women to
vole, since very few could possibly
meet the property qualifications The
present siruggle for aduit suffrage is
alsn, one might say, & struggle fur the

- women to vote. although .a  woman
-00ffrage nmmendment was added sev~
ors] vears ago., Thissmmendment, as
we are we]l aware, did pot enfran-
ooise more than a handful of women-

The msjority of women ifn this
country etill occupy s« relatively minor
place in scolety, Their funotion is stil
ooe that does no* reach very far out-
side the conflnes of the home Early
marrisges, too many children, snd the
meager education permitted women
binders many who havs abllities equsl
0 men. Women are encouraged
enough to become more educated and
to taks part in politionl -meetings and

-organizations as are the men,

We must remember that the women
should have as vital ap interest in the
sconomical and political problems of
the ocountry as any other residents,
There ia ho reason why they shounld
.not take aotive part in the polioy-
making work of she government. B,
tbey need encouragement., They must}
be urged to at'end meetings—to parti-

+ oipate—to ccontribute ideas—to read
=to learn more.
With the
veople of British Guianas, the womsn
will be in & more favourable Pposition
to" take aotive par) in public affairs,
Thers Is no reason for & government
in the tweatieth century not to include
wommen representatives. Women ke
active parts in the Governmeut of
Ergland, Russia: Chios and the Unit-
ed States, In Indis the women are
co-opsrating with the National Coo.
gress for the fresdom of India. Saro-

RREWING todav is 8 ccmbinatjon

of u very old srt and new scientifie

. me'bods  YOU are assured of SUZE-

KIOR and [(NIFORM produe-»

brewers with the be:t avsilable mute-~

- zalin by methods of proven merit when
You buy. : . ’

 FRONTENAGC
BEER

DOW ALE
and ’

DOwW sTOUT
- Wieting and Richter Ltd.

AGENTS

Wo;a_n Tlnt_l%Thé : Voi_;@

snfranchisment of thel

jini Naida bas besn pruidont_uf the
Covogress. Jawaharlal Nebru's wife,
sisters and deughters. have-taken ao-
five parts in politics and demonstra~
tions; sl of which-should fndicate to
the women of British Guisns that it
should be nothing unusln_l for them to
participate in publio affsirs. R
We must keep ip mind that spprox.
imately 507, of the populstion -consists
of the {émale sex. That means that
this large potential voting foroe must
be prepared to undersinad the problemns
of the country, to iake an ac-ive . part
is the pissing of laws. '

The w~omen of this gouontry must
fight hand in haind with the men for
the rights and reforms that are neeiad
The - women must try to eduoate
themselves and to do their- best to
educate their daughter as equaliv as
they educate their sone. The women
of British Guisns must prepare them-
gselves and their daughters NOwW for
the work they must do in the future
Mrs, CHEDDI. JAGAN
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Continued from ’P_n'ge L ..

the scheme to_be. successful the entire
mechanized eqnipments will” hava to
be brought up to modern tvpes of
oaterpillar tractors and reaper—
thresher combines, -

Regarding the drainsge of the area
and the autlet to the sea, I am not too
certainu that the proper srrangemonts
have been made to deal with heavy
‘reinfall particularly -at planting aod
reaping seasons or periods,

. The -rainfall in British Guiana is
very high =t times and this-will play
the moat important part in the sucoess
or failure of mechanization. [t is
therefore important that €ractors
equipped with more baoyanoy be used.
.The. reaper and thresher should be &
combined unit, a fictor which will
counsiderably reduce the vost of pro-
duotion and wiil also bring these
opsrations up to modlarn methods and
considerably sooslerata spead io the
combined . operation of . reaping and
tbreshing, - . , . . - <

Cost of production figures were not
available when the representatives of
the Press visited the scheme but from
the general outlook one oan observe
that the overhead cost would ba very
bigh. This aspect is a very important
one aud should not be lost sight of.

Lbardly ¢hiok there is anyoue in
British Guiana who will dispate the
fact that mechanization of our.indas-
tries especislly rice in highly desirable
but the maio deaw-back had.always
been the cepital available for laying
out the tend, propes drainage, irriga.
oo and che right. typs of equipment.
- A nomber of residents in the
Mahaicony—Abary ares are today’

-~ Mechanisaion of The B.5. Rice lidustry

q

[ oaltivating large tracts of rice lands
by meohanised systems, some of them
usiog"much more modern units than
the ones wwed at the new-goverament
scheme so-that the idea of proof ad to-
whether rice oan be suscessfully oyl
tivated mechaniocally is so muyoh
tommy rol. That the new sgsrem
now. on test will reduce the, oosj of
produv'ion is also s0 much tommy rot,
Both of these factors hava long beep-
proved by rome of the.residents of the
Mahsicooy srealin regard to oultiva~
tion costd, What is required is organ-
ised planning and the laying out of
iends best suited for the cultivation of
rioe with proper access to the ares;
uda.q.u_-.l:e drainage * and- Irrigation
facilities, pumping rquipments and
mechanised units for plenting, reaping .
threshing and baggjog of the padi,
Organisation of cooperative farmer’s
units .to- control aad .oparate these
meachines eic.- and to profitably map-
ked the produce through.s :0o-opers.”
tive body is aled very essential, .-:- - -
The tribute that is today" beiog peld -
to Measrs, Seaford, (Fadd and others
are really to be showered on Indian
men who have pioneerad meghenizs~
tion of the rise industry and ‘proved
its valae, oL .
Today we feel it our duty to pay
‘tribute to' men like the Jugdeo ¢
brothers and Kissoon Dyai for their
single~handed enterp-ise in Paving the
p_uth_ of the future greagness of the
rice industry of British Guisoa against
ternb}o’ odds particulariy " drainage
and irrigetion and lick of propsr..
commuuication and access to the area
cnltivated. :

(To be eontinued) <
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Irdia And The British
- Commonwealth

8Y SIR GIRJA SHANKAR BAJPAI
Agent Geoeral for India In The United States

In a recent oditorial. The New York
Ttmes wrote: ‘ The (Britiah) Common-
wealth is stronger and more unified
than it has ever been, and it has
a new significance as & pattern for...
synthesis of self-government and co-
operation which must be worked out if
we ara to have nations that are reason-
ably satisfied and « world that is
reasonably secures’ India has besn
premiced self-govorning Dominions
a8 Boon a8 the waris over and her
political Jeaders oan agres upon a con-
stitutions to be fremed by themsaslvaa,
Wiil a plece of sovereign equality
within the commonweall give India
-satisfaction ? Will it givé her resson-
able securily ? Answers to these two
gquestiors, however speculative, are
not witheut significance for the peace
and stability of the postwar world....

The Congress party of lndia has
declared for complels independence
trom the Britieh Commonwealth; it
stands for & severance of all political
ties between the commonwealth and
India. tpere political groups, perhaps
less known in this ocuntry but not
without influence in their own, woyid

- wish to remain part of it. Even for the

Congress, Mr. Gandbi is known to have
held the view at one time, that once in-
dependence were granted, India might
decide, of her own freewill, to preserve

the old connection in wmutual salf.
interest. The present atmcsphere of
impissioned cootroversy is soarcely
conduciive {0 a detached . judgment
of what constitutes relf-interest,
The most hardened dégmas have been
known to soften under the impact of re-
alistic reasoning. Within the common-
woalth, there is more than one his-
torical precedent to encouragse the hope
that erstwhile foes can become staunch
friends. . .
{To be conlinuved)

A Deserving Appeal

The Members of the Anjuman
AJMA. AY lJTAHADUL ISLAM QF
PLN. VERSAILLES beg to inform
alil MUSLIM brothers, Sisters and
frier ds that they eare embarking on
tbe building of a Mardsrss 10 educate
tbeir children in Urdu and Arabie,

They therefore beg to appeal to ail
Muslim brothers, sisters  and
friends to assist them io this worthy
cause and long felt want, Collect~
ors appointed by the Apjuman would
be ¢isitiug the different disiriots and a

notification to every district would be |-

gerved in due conrss. -
MQOHAMMED AZEEZ {President)

AJMA AY 1JIAHADUL I8-
LAM OF VERSAILLES.

Inter-Ré.clal Amity

_ BY THE WATCH DOG

The vericus races inhabiting British
Guiana have each been striving to
uplift itself in the different walks of
life but unfortunately in their doing
so they bave orushed each others toes
s0 much that they bave .gradually
.grown suspicious of one another,

The two imporfant racial units that
really counts in B.G. are the [andiana
and Africans; the Chinese, Portu-

" guess and Eurcpears are in such a

emall minority that strictly speaking
they do not enter into
but what do we find in the racial
pioture, the Africans ara continuocusly
bsing used against the Indisns and
vice versa, as it were each ope of
these races endeavouriog to . gain
ground at the expense of the othLer.

Now if there is going to be any
degree of advavcement in the general
developrhent of the colony; it is essen—
tial that all the races ivhabiting the
colony especially
Africana cooperate

and work inb

“solved successfuliy, it will need care~

th ict HE .
s peture | have to be gradually given

the Indiaps and'’
;onv_lhe part of the others,

harmony,. This of enurse is a difficult
task especially so, since the adminis-
tration itself appears to be fostering a
cleavege between the races.

Nevertheless if the problem is to be

ful theught and scrutiny on the part
of the leaders ofthe Indian and
African races ; sacrifices will be de.
manded on the part of both «of them,
A give and take policy will have to
be pursued so that certain privileges
and conditions enjoyed by one will
up to the
other, .

This whole probiem has
be & mere -gdciological one, it is now
a full grown political issue and can
ooly be solved by the politiciana in~
genuity. The Indians are prepared
and awaiting ; they are always will-
ing to extend the Qlive brannb to the
other racial units and interests for
the betterment of the colony, provided
there is going to be mbsolute sineerity
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