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SIR BENJAMIN ROBERTSON'S EVIDENCE

HE following is the full text, as revised by Sir
Benjamin Robertson of his evidence before the

". Indian lequiry Commission, given on the zgth

January last :— . : ’
- CHAIRMAN : What is your official position? I am
Chiel Commissioner of the Central Provinces in Indid.
1 was previously Secretary to the Goverament of India,
for about four years, in the Department of Commerce
‘and Industry, which deals with the subject of emigration
as we call it there, and in that tapacity I obtained a
certain familiarity with the subject which is now under
discussion, .and more particularly with these questions
which arise under the head of the causes which the
Commission has to investigate. -
_ You have been specially deputed by the Government
of India? Yes, I have been specially deputed by the
Government of India to appear at the sittings of the
" Commission, watch the case on their ‘behalf, and give
evidence if necessary, I rather trusted that the latter
necessity might not arise, and if the Indian community
had appeared before the Commission and had -been
represented by Counsel, as if was supposed they would
be, 1 should then perhaps have been able to make
avy statements I had to make, or give any assistance
I might be able to render, through the Counsel appoint-
ed by the Indian community. Unfortunately, the In-
dian commupity have not appeared before the Com-
"mission, and I can assure you, sir, nobody will regret
this more than the Government of India, who regard
this as an opportunity for obtaining a full investigation
of the allegations that have been made and also. for
going fully into the causes which have led to the dis-
turbances. ' o .

You do not in any way represent the Indian com-
mubity here to put their views before us? In a way
my position has been rendered most difficult by their
abstention What I represent more particul irly are the
views which have been held by the Government of India.
They are most anxious that some reasonable settlement
should be arrived at in respect to these matters, as very
great commotion has been caused in India by the
accounts which had been received from. South Africa
in regard to the Iodians’ grievances, and the Govern-
ment of India are most desirous that some means should
be found, if possible, of preventing a recurrence of
similar agitation. o - .

CHairMaN: There was considerable commotion

~ excited also by the news of the allegations of ill-treat-
ment? Yes,

You have no information about that? No, I have

- no information about that, and, unfortunately, nothing
can now be done about it. .
T suppose that caused more excitement, or as much
excitement as the grievances did? That caused very
great excitement, and part and parcel with the excite-
ment was also the discussion of grievances. )
"CHAIRMAN : It is very unfortunate for us also that
- we are unable to enter into these charges and allega-

_vances,

tions? I quite recognise it, and the Government of
India will regret it very deeply.

You wish to.lay belore us your views on the subject
of the grievances ? That is practically all, sir, that I
can do. In whatI say I should perhaps preface my
remarks by representing that the Government of India,
as I have already said, are most anxious that some
settlement should be arrived at regarding these grie-
The views that I shall give as I go of are
perhaps more my own.personal views, as 1 have not
been able to consult the Government of India, naturally,
being over here, and having left at very short notice.’
The views I give will theretore be my own views, but
they are to my knowledge in agreement generally with
what the Government of India consider to be the
attitude they should adopt. '

What_subject would you propese to deal with first?
The fiurst subject I propose to deal with is the £3 tax.
I think -that has been put in the foreground of the
causes. [t is unnecessary for me to review the history
of this tax, because tha* is known to the Commission.
The object with which it was imposed was to induce
Indians who came in underiadenture to retora to India,
The view that the Government of India bold is that
that objzct is no longer being fulfilled.

Were you in India at the time when the Deputation

_went from Natal? I was in India, but I had nothing

then to do with this subject.
You know the fact that there was a Deputation?

“There was a Deputation in 1894, and a subsequent

Deputation in r903. In 1894, the Government of India

.did not oppose the introduction of this £ 3 tax, as they

were prepared to recognise the desirability from the
Colonial point of view of inducing indentured labourers
to return to India after their indentures bad expired,

- They regarded the tax upon residence as the least ob-

jectionable mode of bringing about that result, but they
definitely objected to the omission to pay the tax being
treated as an offence. That was the primary point they
put forward.* If the tax was imposed, failure to pay
involved po liability of a criminal nature whatsoever.
That, of course, prevented anything like compulsory
repatriation ? It was in 1894 that this view was held.
Then, in 1903, 2 second Deputation came to India and

“suggested an alternative system of compulsory repatria-

tion, viz, that the ex-indentured Indians should be
brought to Durban and put ¢o board ship and sent
back to India. Certain negotiations took place at that
time, viz., 1903, but they fell through and the tax
remained on. At that time, ip 1903, the Goveroment
of India had come to the view that this tax was not
what they quite liked. It was described as, in effect,
a fine imposed for a lawful act, namely, residence in
the-Colony. I am giving extracts from what was said
at the time, They also had before them, at that time,
ipformation as to the hardships caused in many cases
by the collection of the tax, and as to the measures
adopted to recover the amount due irom defaulters,
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and they pressed for its ultimate-abolition as a.condi-

-tion of their agreement to.acsystem whereby labourers
would, in future,-be compulsorily repatriated at the _anda
of their period of indenture:. Had tbeser negotiationst
come to anything inirgeg3, the ;43 tax waunlid have beear
finished .by: this time, and a system of compulsary
rzpatriation would have existed instead..

That fell through? Yes, that fell through, and the
tax remained. The Governm:nt of India still hold
the:sama view asin 19982 _

In 1903, did they see no objection to a system of
compuisory-r
to that.. . .

-On certain terms?* On certain subsidiary condi-

tion=—alt of “which-had o reference-to-the-indentured

labour system—about which the negotiations fell
throughs The- Government: of India.now»holdcass

folloge :~—Aé indentared tiramigration shas baen put a«f.

stop to, and as the Union Goveroment have taken
power to prohibit all fucther. immigration into the,
Uoion; as the tax has been shown—it was admilted
in 1993~not to have the efiect which. it was intended
to have ; as therer exists a- considerable amount. of
- feeling in India in regard to its, imppsition—the tax
is considered .as bearing hazdly on-the persons.who are

subject.to it; also, because .of the inwidibus pature of | -

its-collection.; for all these reasons the Goyvernment
. of Iddia desire that the.tax should now bé abolished.

You. say it was. shown in .1go3 that the tax had not
that effect?  Ves, that. was the.reason why the, second.
deputation went. across to.Iudia, and the tax was thens

- admitted -to. be having, the.effect: 'which was. laoked
forward-to.

Tnenit had been an alternative that eithér they shauld
return to India or remain underindenture? Yes, but
the main object was to induce them to retuia to.India.-

Was- anything, said about, the effect it. had. vpon im.
ducipg them to re-indenture?. That.was not discussed.
The obj:ct of :the Deputation that went te .India was.
to. get.-th2 ex-indentured Indians to go back to Indias;
that-was the main object. In regard to. the disnse of
the.system, you, sir,.have. had the Protector.of Immi-
grants’ figures.
Government of India.- The. reports of the Protector.
are sent to the:Government of: India anpually.

Generally, do all thosesActs deeling with immigra-.
tion from India come before the Governm :nt-of Indiad
Yz5, they come baiore the Goverament of India

After they have been passed? Sometimes before
tbey have been .passed, and. the Government of India.

" ace able to offer remarks and,criticisms ; sometimes.
after they;have been. passed.. :

Was this Act.of 1895 submitted to. the Governmant.
ol India before~it was passed ; do you know. that?.
Thke principls had alrzady been agreed.to.

With. the. Deputation?2 Yes, with the .Deputation..
It had been .accepted.- _

Can. you tellme about.the . Act of 1903, which im-.
poses the tax upon children of indentured Indians,: do.
you know whether that was. brought before-them? . Ves, .
that was brought before them. before .the.Act .was
pa.sel. _—

And.no objection.was actually raised? It.was.nob:
liked, but.the Government of India. thought that as.
taey had agreed to the £3 tax being imposed for the.
purpose of - getting Indians to .return - to:India,, they.
could not object to the extension . of tha system.

Of course, you..will see:that.the, difficulty is; .as we.
are told, .that these.Indian immigrants, before. they.
laave -India, have it explained to them that they: will
be subject to this tax, if they do not.reindenture or
return to.India? Yes, that is.so. ’

As faras you know, do you know whether they- res

~alise: what- the efiuct of that is? That, sir,. isa very,
difficult, question.. I myself have not.dealt.with. the:
practical side ol the emigration. business:in. India. far-
the last twelve years, As.a Magjstrate. Iformerly knew.
a good deal about the matter. I had practical deal-
ings with it,

~They-were-prepared-to-agree-.

These also. have been supplied. to tha |

7

Have you ever had enrigrants’ appearing before youp
Yes, a5 . magistrate. and.the difficulty-is4o get-these
people to- understand thingss They know nothing
about Natali Youget a-body»! mewap.going to Fiji,
and they cannotevea pronounce tha name,similazly with
Natal, they- have-no:idens where itsiss. They may have
pever heen- outside theirrown=vitligesnand'with: m
of them their whole horiz.n is bounded by five to ten -
miles. They are recruited, as the Protector explained,

+ by :recruitersy who ges theow together: These! man
“ have to tell them certain things in ordér to get them
~te-  ageee- te- come. What- the recrumter— tells
the Copolie it is.impessible to:. find out. He is with
"him perhaps fdr days together before he gets Him to
‘agree= What=he=telli=the-Coolie=is-whal= the-Cooliz
thioks and bzlieves. He is brought before a magis-
* trates-bart he is scavedby comiagrintes Cowet.. Heis
hroughy up and ihis :contract-explainedito him.. He is
asked, *“ Do y>u understand,” and he says, *VYes, he
understands ;* but he has no idea. ]
Take.the case -of the.men who came before.you, I

| suppose. you satisfiéd yourselves. that they understood?

What is one to do?° All'they will say is, “Vcs, we uns
derstand,” but it is almost impossible to get' these:
people to grasp what it'is.. - .

Db, your magistrates speak their language i Ves, cers
taigly, Bib what the Cooliés have been told by the.
recruiter who hive been-with them for.a week, is what
they are.much more ready; to beliéve than what they, "
are told by the - magistrate who sases them for about
three. minutes, . I. must.say, however, that- a considér.
able proportion of the .emigrants .are peoplé who are.
induced to go abroad by peoplé. who have already,
been there.. They go with. some knowledge of what
they are doing. I have been to the: depét.at .Calcutta
and I havs seen a man going back to Natal with ten of, -
his-friends.. They. all: knew what. they were. géing, to.
But-the maj-rity, ot the Coolids are picked up by .re:.
cruiters, They, know. nothing about. the country, and.
nothing about where they .are going, and®it is extra- -
ardinarily difficuit to make. these peoplé comprehend.
what the conditions of their cantract are..

1 ‘suppose they- understand the ordinary. terms of
their engagement as.to. what. their pay is and the terms. -
of their engagement? - M sst-of them do not.care.

. Dothey not care: abdut that? " N6. All they. want
1s to get.aways, : .

Why?" They;have. perhaps some. caste or domestic.
dispute.. A very considerable. proportion of thesa.
people go .undez these circumstances. They want.'to
get:away from Iodia.and they do not care what. their.
pay is or where they are going, or anything else. You-
have got to know the Coolie before you understand
that. You saw one.or two-.of them here yesterday.
Look at.the extranrdinary stories they beliéve over this
strike. The faicy tale Mr, Murshall. Camphell told us
the:other day is an-indicatior. of what they will beljeve, .
once it is thoroughly dri'nmed into them.

D> you think in many cases they did not under.
stand.they would have. to pay this tax? I should Tsay,
that in many. cases they did not comprehend that they:
would have to. pay this tax. It has been.explained to-
them and they have signed the contract, but they have_
no comprehension of what it means. Thiey won't try,
to understand  They have no desire for anything.fur-
the_t than to get away from Iadia for some reasan, .
which m2y be a domustic or- a caste dispnte, or some-
" thing of that nature. :

Is the coatract explained to them also at the depdt?.
Yes,.at the depd...at. Calcutta, but it is very difficult to.
makg a man understand who does-not want to under-
stand. . ) .

I should have-thought if they appeared “betore the .
magistrate:.and the magistrate expidined the contract
to them, surely they have confidénce in the magistrate®
They have, but the Cobolie.is flustered. coming into the
magistrates’ Court, and.it is:very difficult to know
whether he does understand. They do not want to

koow anything.  All they want is to get away.
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That is the great difficelly which meets one?
Exactly, .

‘They have undertaken'to pay this tax-if they remain
in the country? Ves,

@f ceurse, we have-also the: Government ol Lodiza in
India, which is, in & way; the guardian-of ilrese people,
and they have agreed to-this? Yes, these are thetwo
main diffieulties, viz., that the Government oflddia
accepted it and-the Coolie has also signed-the -agree.
ment. »But.I have - -mentioned the latter’s unwilking-
ness tortryrto understand-what he-is contractingifor.
..Notwithstaodiog. those facts; doryou 4hink it.is desir-
able, would you say, in the intcrest—ohthe-Goolie,in’
their. intercsts alone, or generally, on general grounds,
that the tax.should be withdrawn? The Goversment
of India consider it is desirable in.the..interestool the
Coolie,. that the tax should be withdrawp, Hedas
been.brought over here for the stated purpose ioftthe

- industrial and agricultural development. of the country,
" and.the Government of India_thivk the circumstances
warrant that he should be freed Jrom this. tax.

“Do you thivk, .as a rule, when they. come out, they
intend to remain away. permanently ? It is very. diffi-
cult to ascertain.  Many:of them have the .idea .that
they will come back, but-at the time, asI.have said,
many of them ‘do not care what ‘happens. They.are
quite callous as .to “their future ; they . think nothing
about “the terms or conditions of service or.apything,

. else, : -

Those are the grounds upon which you ask that the
tax :hould“be repealed? 'Ves;tthere are-wertain in-
cidents in connection with the repeal which I perhaps

~ might mention to'the Commission.: One -is the ques-
tioniof .8he-residence of ‘the-ex-indentured Indians if
the: tax ds «epealed. He belongs “to'the prohibited
immigrant class under the Jmmigrants’ Regulation-Act.

“Will it-bernecessaryéfor hinrto obtain' permission. to
reside uritil he ~qualifies -for -domicile by “three years”,
residence’? That-is~a mtter' which' I merely . mention-

* for the: information-ofthe Commission. “The Govern-
-maent of Irdia, F think, 'would-like—but it is a matter
* upon-whi¢ch I'have not been-able to ~consult them—if’
possiblesthat ‘the taking ‘out-of the licence or a pass
shoald be :dispemsed with, -but if it is considered neces-
sary-or sadvimable -on calmiaistrative groudds .that a
licencé --or pass ' to remain-shoutd be- taken out, there
wolld be mno-abjection‘tePthat. The liceace or pass
should not kaveto be taken-otit year by year as at, pre-
sent. Qne -dicencevcr ‘pass- which would cover the '
three, years’ residence ¢f the Coolie shoutd be sufficient. !
=You do not see -any -serious - objection - to ~ that
ifi it is-copsidered ddvisable? Tt it is considered
necessary in law, therit-must be 'dope. If adminic-
tratively-it must be’doee, then F thiftk the' Government
“of India-would -agree, but-they- woald specially Tike,
that this should not be ap-annual-pass to be taken-out
yearly,sand it-would be unnecessary -after the ."t.hree{
years. : : -
+A large majority-of ‘the -ex-indentaréd-men do not
take: out these passses? "Theydowot. I have gotthe
figures,: and -1 thibk: about five:sixths of them do not
takeout: o pass at hil. : |
¥et they contiaue to reside and-nobody objects?

Yes.

tAund: theybecome stbject to- the payment of ‘that
tax. «It-is rather‘a curicusly-worded-section. Tt re-
quires them:to* thke out alicense "and " to- pay .for 'that,
license=a:sum of 143 per-year? ~Yes., | )

You would have thought thatdt the “license . was not
taken eut-the sumof £ 3isinot payable? “Yes.: .

tt-is really more in ‘the -nature of a -tax ‘than’
alicense? Yes. ~There isone-gther pdint in connec-_

. tion:with ' the possible- withidraw#l of the £ 3 tax'that I |
. magpmention. By'theMNatal ‘Act No. 42 of .1905, a.
labourer: may Te<indenture; though-an interval of time
hassélapsed:sincesthe expiry -of his” last “period -of in-,
denture. *During the'‘timre he ‘may-have acquired the A
right «of-domicHe 6f Natal, By-the terms ¢f bis re-,
indenture ’ he :is -entitled “to-a free passage to . India.

He has also got his domiciliary right, so that he ean
gd-back to* India at‘the expense of the plaster, we ‘will
say; and bave a"holidaythere for two or three onionths
ard thencome batk<o' Natal. ) '
*Is'be entitled to a' free ‘passage at any time? . Yes,
. at the end ¢i-his further period or resindenture. "He
can re-indenture for two years. “A man who has been
out-ol<indenture, -say, for-ten .years, can.re-indeature
for two years atd then go back to Indig free of cost.
He could not remsin here for three years after the
expiration of his indenturesand-become domiciled and
then get a free passage to India? No, only on the
expiry of his re-indenture.
He is entitied.then ta xfree passpge #  Yes,¢a free
- passage,sand he may<have-domicile. I suggest that for
persons who have taken advantage of that free passage
they should be held to have abandoned Lheir domicile
i and they. cannot come hack;to thisicanotry.
. MRoEssgLEN : 1What do yeo think, it the indentured
. Goolie should be giventhexption now of returning to
India, instead of having the tax repealed; what would he
« elect to-do;- supposing,.not womprebending the -real
. state-of-aflairs, ihib weee teally explined 1o him, znd
. he.was-told to chogse belween going back-toolndia -or
, payiog the taxywhat-would:he do ? ], of course, thought
when I landed here adortnight ago,she would probably
, prefer to.go-back toslodia, thatiis, supposing ‘the tax
1 were gigorausly-eniorced-—alibough _rigorpus: enforce-
, ment.by the:process ol the law.that.applies,:I may =ay,
.is pezhaps -not- quite: in: accordance -with the -bergain
. made. with- the~Government -of India—but if the tax
+were gigorously enforced,. it is probable it- might have
same cfect in iinducing ‘him to :goihack, But from
. what-I have heaxd of the extraordinarily good wages the
. coolie-is mow receiving in Natal,.1 think :he - will do
i his. utmost to.stay here. .In.India.the rate.of wages
* has increased enormeusly @alsorin the past.five: years.
.In the part of the country where I at .present live, in
‘the last twenty years it would be safe .to .say-that in
many places the rate of the coolie’s wage. has .gone vp
tfour times. He is extremely prospercus and very well
-off. “These pecple here probably do mot know that

|| India bas ¢hanged in-the last few years to the extent

.itims. Here also from the evidence givea the coolie’s
1 wages'have-gone up-abotit dcuble-in the past few years,
1 especially since’ immigration has been stopped. “That
. would make him unwilling to -leave ‘this country. *He
- does net know about Iodia and* the great change that
1has #aken place there. He-does know what-hag hap-
| pened here, -add*he-will- naturally stick ‘to ‘what he is
certain of.
dapuT-CoLoNEL ‘WvLIE : *How do the "wages in
India compare with those-here? Tt is- extremely- diffi-
cultsinza huge country-like India to give-any really
definite statement. abeut -wages. .1 do-not know-the
Madras -Presidercy, and many.of these <oolies come
from Madras. - Northern Indial know, und the people
-whoshave come from there to Natal belang.to the'same
castes &s those -who go -to the ‘great -imdastrial fields
,about. Calcutta, the :coal mines and:jute “mills, 'the
‘Calcutta port,.etc, @nithe coal mines i Bengal, 15
_rupees jper month is:quite easily obtainable perhaps
with zz days work a.montb, ‘I-canootvrecollect “the
.wages in the-jute mills, but they are very:good wages
.alsp, probably.xs-to so wupees.perimonth. Thatwould
be, say, 25s. per_month, -with mo.feod, but: hutting :is
found as a rule. Food, of course, -is very cheap in
‘India, and fhose people are amongst their own kith
andakin; which 1s also a very considerable consideration.

You said the tax had practically lost its effect?
1 That s, from whatswas saidito the Government of-Iodia
vin. 1903, aud from shefact that it has been practicilly
igivenvup. - )

-Are you bearingdn mxind -thatinragrz, 957 of these
'men rerindentured, apd. in w913, 81/ re-indentured?
\These figures.] have seen.

"From.the Protector? Yes.,Itis not very spparent
twhy the re-indentures -have jgone np .in. the: last nwo
years. :




CuarrMan : Is not obe reason the increase in the
wages? There has been a great increase in the wages
because of the stoppage of immigration ; that is the
only way I can explain the rise in the re-indentures.
Looking at the figures which are most abnormal to:t:
" the past two years, I put it down to the stoppage o
immigration which brought about a rise in -wages, and
these people have re-indentured to get the good wages..
That is what strikes me from the figures.

(To be continuedy

~

The Indian Commission
{Continued)

Mr. J. Polkinghorne, Protector of Indian Immi-
. grants, was recalled to lay before the Commission a
great deal of statistical matter he had prepared at the
request of the chairman.

During the period from 1874 to 1907, 34,604 men
were introduced, of whom 4,813 returned, after com-
pleting ten years, equalling 13.9 per cent. The  ap-
proximate number of men who became free after ten
years' residence in the Province was z7,411. )

Mr. Polkinghorne also pul in a statement showing
the number of Indians (men only) who came under
Act 17 of 18g5 and Act No. 42 of 1gog. Th'e number
introduced was 54,052, less 22,326 remaining under
indentures. Of the remainder, -12,230 returned to
India, or 38 54 per cent, leaving 10,805 (or 34,0¢ per
cent.) free and subject to licence. Had not the strike
taken place, the percentage of those returning to India
would have risen to 39.70 per cent., while those iree
_ and subject to licence would have fallen to 3n44

The percentages, according to arrivals were :—

Returned to India ... ... ... ... .. 22.62
Free and subject to licence 19 99
Under Indenture G e -~ 4130 -
Deaths and otherwise left Province ... 16.69

For the purpose of comparison, he added that, of
the 34,604 introduced between 1874 aund 1891, 4,813,
"or 13.90 per cent., had not returned to India. Of the

54,052 introduced under the Act of 1893, 12,230 or

22.62, had not returned to India. Of the latter there
- were still under indenture and entitled toreturn 22,326
- Or 41.30 per cent, this accaunting for 63 g2 per cent.
of the arrivals. The birth and death-rates amongst
the Indian population were as tollow :—

Year. Popu'ation. Births. Deaths. Birth-rate, Deatt-rate. -
" 1903 81,390 2,614 1,692 3211 ° 20.79
1904 87,980 2,700 1,60z 30.71  18.2T1
1905 94,621 3,032 1,881 3r.04 19.85
1906 101,963 2,657 2,611 26.15 2561
1go7 102,857 2,038 2,392 2856 23.25
1908 103,158 3,432 1,055 33.26 18.95
1909 103,836 3,659 1,687 35.23 15.28
1910 108,604 4,299 1,955 39.55 17.96
I9IT 133,192 4,637 2,419 4096 ar.4z
1912 114,271 4,750 . 2,044° 41.56 17.92
1913 115929 5,267 1,779 4569  15.40

He also put in the following statement as to the
Government Savings Bank, showing the increase in the
average deposits for the last five years :—

Number of Amount

depositors. desposited. Average.

) £ §. d' £ 8. dn

190G ... e 2,298 . 46,168 13 1T 20 10 6
I9F0 wo e .. 2674 56,144 14 5§ 21 g 6

© 10T ... e 3,837 64942 18 6 22 17 9o
IGIZ -+ 3,876 77,223 2 7 23 1Y &
I913 oo v e 3350 72,046 3 2 22 18 o

As to the savings of Indians returning to India, it
bad been found that the average of each adult was as
stated in the appended table, this also showing an
increase :— S '
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£ s -d
1QO5 e eee wes sen e IT 16 o
100 chh e sie wes 14 2 10
1907 N LR TE LS 8 5 o
1908 i vee ee wap bee e 8 10 10 .
| 1=« O T I T LI 812 8
I9TO  .vo eee s . 1210 6
IQIT ... o 1z 4 7
Igrz . . 13 15 4 -
1213 ... 15 4 I

+  Excluding sick Indians, the average savings became
higher, as under :— -

A s d
1908 ... ... .. .. . I0 410
I009 v ser een wne aes e 917 7
I9I0 wev e s e aee e T4 10 4
1911 ... ... ' 14 10 107
1912 i e e 6 10 8
1913 . o 18 o =2

. Mr, Polkinghorne stated that he had circularised the .

largest employers of Indians, and had found that 66
employers reported that 16,93¢ Indians had struck.
As to the allegations of cruelty, he knew of no single:
instance where Indians. had been ill-treated by em-
ployers because of the strike. There was only one
case that he had heard of, and that might come before
the Courts. . .o .

Mr. 'Andrews’. Tour

The Rev. C. F. Andrews arrived at the capital of .-
this province on the 3oth ultimo. He wasaccompanied
by Mr. Manilal Gandhi, who acts as his personat
attendant, and Mr. P. K Desai. On the plat-
form were Messrs. Ismail Bayat, Ismail Rawat, Chairman
of-the Anjuman Islam (Mr. A. D. Paruk), B. M. Patel,
Jootha Patel,. Motilal, Chetty, N, B, Naik and . several

- others. The guest with his party was driven to ‘the
house of Mr. V. C. Naidoo, The next day at 3-43
p-m., a mass meeting was held, the people numbering
1,500. The meeting was over at 5-30 p.m. The
Reverend gentleman then attended a tea party given
by Mr. C. Nulliah. At about 7-30 p.m. Mr. Andrews
visited the two Indian Christian Ministers Revs. John
Thomas and Joseph. On-Sunday at 2-30 p.m., Mr
Andrews visited the Lord-Bishop of Natal. At 3-30
p.m. he preached to the Indian Christians. At 4-36
p-m. he lectured before a representative gathering of
Hindus numbering 300 at the Hindu Young Men’s
Association rooms. - .He recited the message of
Gurudeva Rabindranath- Tagore in Sinskrit and urged
the Hindus to observe their religion and to preserve
the noble traditions of India. At 5-45 p.m. a reception
was given under the auspices of the Anjuman Islam.
Thereat the guest spoke of his friendship with dis-
tinguished Mahomedans. The Chairman thanked Mr.
Andrews for accepting the invitation and hoped that

. on his return to -India he wo uld do his best to put
their position before the Indian public. © Then Mr.
Tsmail Bayat thanked Mr. Andrfews for kindly attending
the function. Mr. Nuik also spoke. About z6o pecple
attended this- reception representing ev:ry .section of
the community. In the evening Mr. Andrews preached
at St. Saviours Cathedral. At 1e-30 p.m. the party
motored to the station and eatrained for Ladysmith.
During his stay in Maritzburg Mr. Andrews visited the
Governor of the Gaol also, _

At Ladysmith, too, the programme was crowded.
Mr. Aodrews was Mr. Vinden's guest. He opened
there the New Government Indian School. Here Mr.
Andrews received messages of condolence from his
friend the great poet of India as also from. General
Smuts. In the evening Mr. Andrews addressed a
meeting of Indians, -The following morning Mr.
Aundrews was ready to join the kaffir mail that was going
to Newcastle. But having heard from Mr. Kallenbach

the news about the movements of the Indian Commis-

N

sion and the impending completion of its task in Natal,
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the Rev. Gentleman at onge amended his plan and
decided to go straight to the Cape via Harrismith
omitting Newcastle aad Jobanunesburg. Mr. Andrews
reached Kimberley on the 4tb instant where he had 2
rousing reception. He left for Capetown on the sth
instant by the Diamond Express and is the guest of
Mr. J. M. H. Gool and Dr. Gool. . S -

THE IMMIGRATION ACT
TxE interpretation of this Act daily presents new diffi-

culties. The latest is Justice Broome’s decision in the
matter of Dawad Ismail and Daya Purshotam against
the Immigration Officer. According to Justice Broome’s
interpretation of the Act, the Supreme Court may not
¢ven grant an interdict against that officer, acting under
the Act of last year, in respect of persons seeking to
ye-enter the Union as was the case in the matter we are
—discussing. Thus the Supreme Court will be powerless,
if Justice Broome's decision holds good, to prevent a
manitest miscarriage of justice, as happened in this
case, through the stupidity of the under officials, As
Justice Broome himselt remarked, here the ends of
_ justice were not defeated only because the aid of the
Court was improperly invoked and as improperly
given by the Court granting the interditt. If such is
the correct reading of the law, every Indian is entirely
at the mercy of Immigration Officers. The only com-
fort that the Court could give to the parties grossly
_injured was that they had not to bear the costs of the
crown although the proceedings were irregularly brought
by them. It is true that the Court came most reluctantly
_ to the decision it did. -But we caonot -eternally live
on sympathy unless it leads to useful action. This case
is merely a sample of several others like it. Every
“section of the Act—even the protective sections—
seems to have been designed, wittiogly or unwittingly,
to harrass the resident Indian population. So that the
law not only prohibits Indian immigration in practice,
but it materially interferes with the liberty and the
free movement, within the law, of the resident Indian
population oi the Union.

Take, again, the case recently decided by the now

- defunct AppellateBoard appointed for Natal under the
Act. There, Mr. Bians, delivering the judgment of
the ‘Board, reluctantly granted relief to a man who
possessed a domicile certificate issued under the old
Act and with which certificate he was completely
dentified. Why was there this reluctance? Why
should an Indian be called upon to tax-his memory
as to what happened fifteen yeats ago? The title-deeds
of property once granted cannot be questioned, They
are conclusive proot of title. Why should a domicile
certificate be treated differently? These certificates
were granted afier due and exhaustive—and in many

. cases vexatious—inquiry. By what right are they now
questioned ? If the Act gives such powers to Imm}-~
gration Officers, the sooner it is amended the better it
will be for both the Government and the people affected
by the Act. : ‘

What is, however, perhaps move ominous even than
the above-mentioned legal proceedings is the severe

- administration of the Act. It is clear that, had the
officers done their duty by the persons who were _seek-
ing re-entry—pot those who were seeking to immi-
grate into the Union—the cases need pever have
arisen. The officials are certainly going mad over
their administration of the Act against personsin the
Cape and Basutoland who have continually to pass
through the Free State on their way to the other
Provinces. To expect them each time to take out

~temporary permits is to put an unwarranted tax upon

their purses and is an unnecessary annoyance 10 the

men who bave to apply for permits. The old practice
of letting Indian passengers go through unchallenged
never caused the slightest difficulty to the administra-
tion and it ought to be continued, .

_ The case of a boy that has happened in Pretoria
is also of the same type. Surely the child, whatever
may be the meaning of the Act, is entitled to enter the
Transvaal, seeing that he is the son beyond doubt of
his father and that his mother is dead. Indeed, the
Government bave practically bound themselves to
recognise at least administratively the right of such
children to join their parents who may be in South
Africa. But in the Pretoria case, the Appellate Board
has interpreted the Act, too, in favour of the Indian
applicant. Yet the Government are not satisfied. They
must seek to upset the finding of the Appellate Board -
which is appointed by them and which has powers
given largely to protect the administration rather than
the persons coming under its lash. The fact that the
Government are challenging the liberal interpretation
of the Act shows that they want it to be interpreted as
strictly as it is adminis'ered, It is against this wretched
spirit that we must wage war, if we are to live in this
country as men.

‘The Natal-Indian Congress’

The Secretaries called a meeting of the Congress on
the 28th ultimo of which the following is the inspired
if not official report published in the Natal Mercury:

‘At a meeting of the Natal Indian Congress last
night it was decided that & resolution in favour of giv-
ing evidence before the Commission now sitting, was
carried. - During the evening there were speeches and
discussion as to the functions of the Commission, and
as to whether it is competent to go into the question of
the grievances or whether its object was to go purely
into the question of the strike. There were some
members of the Natal Indian Association present, and
these: contended that the Commission was not com-
petent to go into the question of the grievances. It
was -pointed out to them that Mr. Gandhi bad pever
objected to the functions of the Commission, but only
to its composition. The resolution was put to the
meeting and there was a show of hands for and against,
and the Chairman (Mr. M. C. Coovadia) declared
the resolution carried. There was considerable dissent
at the declaration, and the decision was contested.
Among those who spoke, in addition to the chairman,
were Mr. M. C. Anglia (secretary) and Mr. ‘Dada
Osman and the resolution was proposed by Mr
Hassim Jooma, and seconded by Mr. Bernard Gabriel.;

Thereupon sixty-nine signatories, whose names the
Mereury did not print, wrote as follow sto that paper:

" «We have received the following, signed by 69 of those

who attended the meseting referred to:—A report of a
meeting reputed to be held under the auspices of the
Natal Tndian Congress is published in your issue of to-
day (Thursday), which seems to convey the sense that
the meeting was in favour of giving evidence before the
Indian Commission. We, the undersigned, who were
present at that meeting, and recorded our votes, deny
the accuracy of the report. The meeting, bya majority
of 6g to 48, were against giving any evidence, And we

| shall be glad if you will please give publication to this

letter, as you did to the report.”

To which Mr. Coovadia, the acting chairman replied
as follows:— T

%As Chairman of the meeting in question, I absolute-
ly repudiate any suggestion as contained in the letter

. under review. The majority at the meeting was.in favour

of the resolution and the few who voted against it were
from the Natal Indian Association. Among those who
spoke in favour of the resolution were Messrs, Hassim
Jooma, M. CA. nglia, Bernard Gabriel, Dr. Hiramaneck,
Dada Osman, K. R Nyanah, Jeewa and the Chairman,
Those who spoke against it were Messrs. J. M. Francis,
B. Sigamoney, Karwa and Vaidya. As you do not give
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the names of the 69 persons, it is difficult tor me to say
< theetter wasisignediby . persens :avho were ‘actually
mpresent abthe - meeting, s2nd-4nolade the:nbore-named
-who d.

“No countur resolution or-amendmentuwas proposed

Dy anyone and Lam perfectly: satisfied, in spite of:the
ﬂytem;tv ‘made by-members-ol the/Natal Indian - Assoct-
ation to-discredit it;-that the resolution' to'giveevidance

Before the Indiap Commissiomawas® casried? by a'~larmge

majority.”

. Gableggams repudiating the actionvof the Congress

Seeoretaries.and - confirmingthe - provisionzl agreement
between GeneralSmuts and Mr, Gardhi have beenrsent
o the Hon."Mr. Gokhale by the' Mahomedan Mastic
- Society, the Kmbiawar: Arya Mandal, the’ Maharashin-
- wo ‘Babha, the Surat Hindu Association; the —.Huidu
Heawkers' Association: and the Zoroastrian Apjuman.e
Several eablesto the:same effect:have been - sentfrom
Johannesburg -also. Maritzburg -went one! better and
ealied :a great mass meeting, of-which we-give “the fol-
lowing condensedreport -from: the-“Maritzburg papers:
A /mass-meetirg of the Indians of “Manizburg was
beld at therHindu. Temyple groundson - Saturday. aiter-
ooon for the purpose of:welcomring: the *Rev, C. F.
Andrews, and to consider the advisability:of-endorsing
the provisional sgreement-made-between Mr* Gandhi
and General. Smts, ]
Mr. "A. D. Parak, Chairman of the"A- jumad Islam,
presided, and a very hearly welcome was accorded dhe
revered - visitor. : )
Mr. N. B. .Naik, at the request of the Chairman,
expresséd the pleasure of the Indian.community. of
Maritzburg at having the gppartunity ol. welcoming Mr.
" Andrews. ~They all hoped the rev. gentleman’s.mission
to Sodth Africa would he successful,.and that bewwoirld
inform the feople of India of what.bad really takea
place in this country ; bow the people. bad suffered,
and how they were determined to maintain the honcur
of their Motherland. . :

“Mr. M. N, Mahomed, “tepresenting the British'
Indian Association of Edendale, read an address. to
Mr. Andrews :— :

- The Rev.’C. F. Andrews, in acknowledgment, pro-
mised that he would- carry their message to India, and
inlorm the people there how loyal the sons of Ipdis
in South Africa were to sheir Matherland. He had
lived in India ten years, and. now considered himself
ooe of the Indians. . Hearing ot the ili-treatment of
Indians in ‘South_Africa he came here to .personally
investigate the chayges, and as a_result of his Anvestiga-
tions he had . come to the conclusion -that there was
. lruth, aiter al], in the allegstians made. .Hé was ready
to sactifice his life for India, o

) The -Resolution

"Mr."N,"B. Naik moved :—*That. this mass meeting
®f British subjects,>havigg heard the terms_of the pro-
- visional agreement_and Mr. ‘Gandhi, ,as. tepresenting
the Indians of Touth Africa, hereby endorses sheaction
of Mr. Garidhi, and respectiully ventures.to .hope-that
 the prayer of the Indians will be granted.”

‘Mr. Motilal seconded the motiop, .and Mr. C-K,
Thumbi Naidoo spoke in favour oLit. He. explaived
the terms of the provisional agreement, and .said Mr.
Gandhi’s action was worthy._of their heartiest and wost
loyal support,

“The resolution was carried unanimously.

Mr. Leo R. Gopaul_ propesed :—%That . this meeting
hereby most emphatically repudiates the rightuofa-

" purely Durban body, consisting ot a mere .handful of
Indimms, !like the Natal dndian Congress, to give evi.
dence on beb#lf of Natal®Indians before the - Indjan
€ommission, -and: that ~the Congress had no right to
everride the-decision of Mr. Gantlhi, a decision which
meets with thecordial approval of the Indian public.”
Mr:Gopanl-said the NataF fndian Congress h#d no man-

date forthe monopolisation of the Jeadership, *He*had -

on eonﬁdence-wlgatevgr in ‘Commissions, because ‘they
either -owed-their existence to-the ignorance of -the

T —————

Government, or to a desire to shirk responsibility, Iy
this oase it was-dueto both. - -

Mr; Thumbi‘ Naideo -secondeédsanid the propositiog
wag:camried -upamimously,

'The Verulam community also-held-a ‘meétirg . and
dispatehed-a-cablegram similar in terms to the.cthers,

* The .Tongaat,DNewcastle~ and -other Indian ._com-
munities have held meetings #here: resclutiors-cop.
demning the action of the Congress. and. approving of
MrGaodhi’s were- Zdopted and cables to that effect -
were sent to the Han'ble Mr-Gokhale, |

' TheTTamil Mak: jana Babha and the Haddu Womens
Sabha (Durban) have sent sitnilar cables to Poona,

Parliament '"Mee_ts

* FAtibe opemingsof Pdrlizment onithe 30th Janusry,

the cGovernordseneral, tin nthe. ccourse:of ‘his ~speech,
said :— : C .

“ Tnthe guonthoof Qrtober dast-a istrike oceurred
swongst. the Indian- workers employed -on the WNatil
coak mines, and:this shortly. afterwards extended to the
sygarwestates on cthe: Natal snast. “The -strike, ‘un-
fortonatelysted to distarbanceswccompanied: by dossof -
life. A:Comurssion-thas been appoiated-by- me o
irquire into;the, camses=and: circumstanees vshich” led
to thatstrike and those: disturbances, aud:into-certain
allegations of. ill-treatment - ofi persons wsentencéd 4o
imprisonment-:in-xonnection with-the steike. : I-hope
that sherrepert of -this Qommmission will- éome bafore
Parlisment itime. to -enable dtsrecommencations o -
be +fnlly zcatssidered -and - ai lasting ;settlement 4o be
reached.” . -

tMr. Momik has.givenwotice.to meve: on ! February
1gth - *That the precencewt large numbers-oF Indians
within:the-Unjonris-detrimentsl- to therbest:intercests
of -Boutd: Africa; and that the Government be requested
to-remedyithe evil as speedily: as possible.” I

Immigration Appeal Case

"The Immigration"Appeal Board, sitting in“Durbsn,
resumed’ the hearing-ofthe case-of Ghandu Naran. The
mstter had been adjournéd on the-question 6f domicile
—whetherthe certificate-of*domicile ‘held by the appli-
cant was obtained falsely or not.

“Mr.Michel -called several Irndians, who <said they
koew the applicant some-fifteen- years ago, and closed
his ease. , _

“Thomas Parks, a-clerk in‘the employ of the Immi-
gration’ Department,-said that the -applicant called at
the Gffice on Friday primarily with' the ohject of having
his temporary permit extended. He questioned him as
to'his father's mame. -Applicant could give only ~his
l'ather’s‘-ﬁrstnamb-,'—’-Na'ran.I-Witness had locked through
the-records-from Y897 to 1go2,-and had found. that fif
teen certificates’-hadbeen issued-to “Naran” coupled
with some-other-name. ' He searched these certificates
in order-to-see whetirer the name 6f the applicant was
endorséd-on-any one of them, and"failéd. to trace it.

By Mr: G:W' Ditk: It was-customary between 1897
and-rgoz to-endorse‘the names of wiyes and thildwen
o domiéile cextificates. - He could trace no such cer-
tificate bearing the name of Chandu,

, Addressing'the'Bench)*Mr, Mithel sald ‘that, adumit- .
ting’the contradictory nature of the appellany’s -state->
‘ments; be was entit'ed Lo domitile in this country whe-
ther he -arrived in this 1 country in 1897 or in 1gor.

* There was n :thing to-Show'that he had'deserteéd fromra

ship-ard 'slipped Tnto’this country fllegaily.

‘The '-Cha_irma.nr‘(Mr."Percy Binns).remarked that .he
night modifyithe' Englisk proverb and say '““There are
more ways-ofkilling a mongoose than chdking it with
curry.” "It wasnotorious that, in spite of the vigilance
ot Tmmigration'Officers, numbers olthese people had
mnuagé&to-Aenter’tbis*count_ry‘illggﬂly. -7
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M Souiter, fortheDepartment, saidbe-did bot dis-

te the-fact that thé appellint-had beerr here: before,
and added theat the certifitate was prima fak:e evidente:
of former domticife,”  But it was proved that it wus ob>
wined by means of false pretences and thiere was noeviv
Jence;, -apat frourthe certificte proddced, tosshbw thae
thre applicant had ‘established a* domicile. He asked®
the Board-to-suppert him i the<restriction and to re- .
fose the appeal:.

The Chairmamrsiid-thiat the- Board were not agreed:
but the-majority took' this- view, and-it 'was a view to

whictrhie personalfy camewith*considerable regret, i |

view-of the conflicting statements which'had been mradé:
A-certificare of domicild was issued in*D:cember, 1906’
On-Jan: 19 of the same year, awr Att was™ passed which®
laid it ‘dowmrthtat ¢ any person applying tor-a-certificate

_ of omicilé: or-seeking to obiaim any- exemption in vit=*

 tue of former domicile shall be requi ed to-satisty the -

ficerthat at the time wherr he begamto restde
was not & prohibited immigrant with*

) {
irrthé Colény‘he

“jm thve-meaning of the Imnmigration Réstriction*Adt 'of
1897 or that of 1903, if either of the szid ' Acts was'in” |.

force at that time, or thaty ifhe ‘wassach, he lawfully
bécame resident in Natal according, to the provisions
of such of the said' Aets as? was-titen *in {orce. * The
certificate issued by the then Principal ILmmigration Rz-
strictiors Officer (Mr. HZ Colborne-Smith) started. with-
the following, words: * THis is-to cestify that the person.

- hereinafter. described “has .producsd "evidence t¢ my,

satisfaction that he has been formerly ‘domiciled or rest-’
dént in Natal within the.m :aning, of the Immigtation
Restriction Act”  Th:re was no diSpute about the -
identity ol appellant with the person to whom that cer-
tificate-was issued: . They wust hold thatir* 1906 the
{hen Principd Immigration Restriction® Officer, with"
the knowledge that Section 2 of '‘Act 3, 1906, had to b~

" complied with, fulty inquiredinto the matter and them~

satisfied himself that appel ant was entitled'to a certi-
ficate of domicife.” According to the -endorsements,’ it’
would appear that that certificate ‘had since ' then been

. twice-made use of and ‘thatappelkint had twice been”

“very-gladito hearidt.. Ib appeazred.
- Baard thatthe burden was on. the:

re-admitted to Natal on the strengtif of-that certificates
The Immigration:Officer having: issued the.certificate,

the:burder ot showing thau.the certifisate. was fran ju-
leatly obtaived was upon the-Department: 1t was not?
for appellant to re<affitnr-the validity of thecertificate ofs
domicile. It.wasfor those-who. issaed it to provesth .t
it was issued onvialseiinformation andr! wos, therslorey:
{raudulently obtained: They.had as affidavic made by
appellant o:arrival in which he: nrades: statements con-

‘trary to the: statementshe made im1906. . In hiswpin-

jon, while disclosimg a highly~ unsatistactory state:: ot
things: and: the usual amount of untruths, this statement:
was not of itself sufficient to-set aside the certificate
granted in.1906. This would perhaps: be the last case
in which be (the Chairman). would sit-on this Boasd,
a..d.he wished to say tbathe though: it t desirable that
on everywoccasion where a‘person:spught: to-obtain.a cer-.

tificate-of domicile or - otierwise ; prove-bis right.to. be. |

here, the ~gentleman should be: photographed. That
system uszd to.beadopted on-the arsival of Indian im~-
migrants and was in force in the Royal Indian M.wige.
Mr. G, We D.ck:had just informed.him-that the practice
had now been adopted by the Department, and he was
to a majonty ofthe.
Department to _dis
credit the certificate of domicile- -originally; issued by
them andsthat the:evidences adduced: in this. case was
ot of itself sufficient: to:setn agide the action of the:
Principal Immigratiom Restriction Offiver in 1go6.. At
the same time, he intended to send the -depositions to.
the Public Prosecstonto- inquire-whethes something
mighs be done to appetlint. With regazd to the action, of:
the Immsigration: Officer, that-officer had only exercised.
the vigilanceavhich. mustbe expected. Oa the strength
of the wvaoying (statements betores him,- he- was. quite:
tight; as-a-measure-of-precautiony in- restricting-the-ap-

pellant;. Butthe-cave hadnow -been fully heard; and

they must-adivere to-the viewtbaty where -there-wasao

| dispateas to iddatity;a certifi‘ate of ddmicilé taken ou

must be whal the ldw said‘il was<—primn facieevidence
ofthe hotder's elaim to domicils W.th “much regret,:
thé ordérot thkB rard ' wonld bt thae appellzut would:

bt adwitted:—Natdt Mercury

Great . Meeting : at:. Bombay-
(Concludedy .. '

The Homh Sir+Ebrabin Rahtmtuils, in .supportiogs
the:Resolution, said-herwould con'dnt tnmselbby Saying?

-

_that:he entirelyrassotiated bimselt with the previcup

spemkers:in.:the-abler and .eloquent: manner is which:

. they hadplated-the Resolutioncbefdre the m2eting.:

Sir ' Jehangir B” Petit:

Lo further: supporting, the- resolution; Mr.: J<haogie
Bomanjee Petit said :—Me . President,. Ladies  and:
Gentlemen: I-have great . pleasure. in: suppostinge
the: propositicwrwhich has -just been:plaged-before youws
I consider it a privilege to have been called upan to

:associatt; _mys::l_f’ “with a resolution, which, whilst
syrqpatP;sng with « ouz- bravet counfrymen it South
* Africa in'their present terrible sufferings and privations,

gives ex ression torour most.cordial: and wholehoarted
admiration fo;,them:_.imthe;-rigbteous-an& heraic- fight~
they are.making against such heavy .oddsifor the.hon-

. our-and digpity obour motherland, . and promises them.

our: moral and--matetial .support- in theatmioment of

. their. object.”

Ladies and genﬂetilen,_we tecugnise that thesposition
of ;the Lnperial Goverameot is delicute -and franght
with difficulies,. but we. refuse. to. believe that Great

. Britain iss0 hopelessly impptentias: to be utterly wo-
" able tu.enforce.its wilk upon arecalcitrant sellsgovernw

ingycolony. in anatter of this gravedmportance, involv~

* ing: the + loyalty and .good-will of « 300-millions ol- his
- Imperial Maj=sty's subjec s. :

~ It is no. exaggeration tu .say that if the: pnsent leelw

. ing,js-allowed to continuey-as it is bound to, 50 long as-

this.question rcmains unsolved, . England will .in the:
not.. very distant future, - fi id- on - her. hands .another-
Ireland in India,.only so. many times biggsr.

Belore it is.too late, however, we earaestly hepe that.

the . genius: and  statesmanship of- Epgland: will riseto
the.full sense.of their responsibility and-briog about.a;

hayw been ever-active i

solution ol this-question, compatibles with the -import--
ance and dignity of India.-

On being;put to the vote, the -resolution was:carried
unanimously and .with acclamation.. St

Iu..condensing . this report we have omitted: many.
important speeches.on other resolutions .which.are aow-
out of:seasen.. .

. Lord Ampthih Thanked:

The folléwing resolution was nex-moved -by- the’
Hon. Mri V2 ] Patel -—

« That this meeting=conveys-the=deep gratitude of
the people of India to Lord Ampthill for his consistent
upwavering and iwhole-hearted champioasbip of the
cause of their countrymen in South Alrica, in Parlia-
ment and in - the Press, and to request te Chairmman
to communicate -this “resolation -to  Lord Ampthill’
by eable” ™

I thé-cotrse of hisspeech, Mr. Patel said :—

_ Every one-inrthis hall and every Indian; and-everr au
outsider - who ' takes any interest in Indian politics'
knows thoroughly well how abiquitous and- all power
ful' is thit ‘bogey of prestige:- To' my nind, the-great
distinguishing feature of Lord Ampthill is that botl’
whes he 'was the rulervof the-Southern Presidency”
and afrterwards he has “never -allowed this - prestige’
to' obgcure his -political vision. It ‘was’ this charac-
teristic which made -him so- popular- a - Governcr ir
the~ Presidercy he ruled; and' which’! has ‘found for!
himea permanent' plice i~ the hearts ‘of 'his fohmer:
sabjects. Ever since “he returmed to - Eoglawd; be
the- interest” of” India, amd’

"
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«although in English politics be belongs to that party
which is always associated in the Indian mind with
narrowness and prejudice, he has set an example to

his political colleagutes and to all others what Imperial-

ism means. The South African question he has made
bis own, and though single-handed he has been
pressing' the Indian side of the question on the
_attention of the British public. This is not all. Alter
the Passive Resistance Movement began, Lord Ampt-
hill has ever been active in doing in ‘England what
Mr. Gokbale has been doing here,—counteracting
the white-washing telegrams of Reuter and the inter-
ested reports of the Union Government. Under_ these

- circurastances, it is but proper that we should take
advantage of this opportunity to express our heartfelt
gratitude for his self-imposed services in the caus¢ of
our suffering countrymen in South Africa, _

Mr. N. C. Kelkar, i seconding the resolution,
said in all- these struggles, Lord Ampthill had been
the only one true asset and the only streak of light,
which illuminated the dark scene of British ignorance
and the only oasis in the vast desert of British apathy.

The Hill Head Inquiry

In connection with the Magisterial inquiry into the
circumstances surroundiog the deaths of certzin Indians
who were killed during the affrays between strikers and
police at Mount Edgecombe.during the recent Indian
‘strike, which was conducted by Mr. E. G. H, Rossler,

Acting Magistrate for the Inanda Division, the finding.

has now been given. This is as follows :—
I have no hesitation in accepting the version of the
- 8.A.M.R., supported by medical evidence, to be the

correct one, and find that on November 27th, 1913,

the Ipdians Selvan, No. 74,863, Subbrayya, No.
116,739, Ragavan, No. 13,353, and Pachiappa, No.
150,046, in an attack by Indians on the S.A.M.R,,
were shot dead by the latter ;-that is, Selvan and Sub-
brayya at Hill Head barracks, and Ragavan and Pachi-

appa at a canefield between Hill Head and Blackburn

barracks, Natal Estates, Ltd., and that on November
28th, 1913, Guruvadu succumbed to a wound caused
" by a revolver bullet fired by one of the S.AM.R,,-in
the conflict at Hill Head the previous day.
. A Commission having been appointed to inquire
into the amount of force used in the disturbances dur-
ing the strike, and the necessity for the use of such
force, I express no opinion on these points..

It wili be noted from the above finding that thm..lgh |

Mr. Colin Campbell fired a few shots from his pistol
when attacked by the Blackburn Indians, the persistént
assertions on the part of some of the Indian witnesses

that be killed Ragavan; No. 131,353, and Pachiappa, -

No. 150,046, were proved to be utterly false and un-
founded, nor is it true that the native Marimuthu, alias

Qondile, killed Selvan by stabbing him with an assegai-

Rights of Children

Before the Immigration Board of Appeal‘this
morning (says the Preforia News 2nd instant) Mr.

‘Advocate Reitz brought up an application on ehalf of .

an Indian youth to be admitted into the Province.
The youth was the issue of Mahomedan parents
married according to Mahomedan rites. A
marriage according o Mahomedan rites is not a
monogamous one.  The Courts have heid that such a
marriage cannot be held as lawful: Clause. 5, sub-
section “g"” of Act 22 of 1913 enumerates certain
persons or classes of persons who shall not be prohibit-
ed ‘immigrants for the purpose of the Immigration
-Restriction Regulations Act of 1g13. Among such
persons or classes of persons are, “inter alia,” any
person who is proved to the satisfaction of the Immigra-

* tion Officer, or in the case of an appeal, to the satis-

faction of the Board, to be the wife or child under the

which permitted polygamy.

| with the request. -

—

age of 16 years of any person exempted by paragraph
wf” of this section, including the wife or child of
lawful and monogamous marriage duly celebrated ac.
cording to the rites of any religious {faith outside the
Union, provided that the wile or child (as the case
may.be) is not such a person as is described under sub.
section ¢. d, e, 1, g, or h, of the last preceding sectioq,

The Immigration Board of Appeal (consisting of
the Resident Magistrate, Mr, Rose-Innes, Mr. J. van
Alphen and Mr. Waguer), ruled the word * chiid”
must be taken in its ordinary meaning, and did not
mean child of a lawf{ul - and monogamous' marriage, al-
though such child is also included in the category.
It was difierent in the case of -2 wife, who had to.

" establish a legal status as such within the Union. Such

wives did bot acquire a-legal status by undergoing the
rites of a marriage according to Mahomedan - law,

The official representing the- Immig‘?atid'ﬁ D:epb.rt-
-ment asked for a case to be stated for a judge on the
point of law involved. The Board agreed to comply

News in Brief

Mr. Andrews celebrates to-morrow his forty-fourth
birthday at Capetown, working in the cause that. has
brought him to South Africa. Every Indian will, we
are sure, join with us in wishing this self-adopted son-
~of India many happy returns of the day as also in our

sorrow that he will, for the first time; be without a
blessing from his dear mother on this auspicious day.
_ Mr. Pearson is now in Johannesburg, and several
meetings (including a ladies’ meeting) have been held
there in bis honour. We hope to be able to give a
fuller report next week. Mr. Pearson returns to Natal
in the course of the week and is likely to break his
journey at Standerton, Dundee and Ladysmith,

The Indian- Irquiry Commission concluded its

_sittings in Natal on Saturday last and will resume-at

Capetown on the 23rd instant.- : :
Sir Benjamin Robertson and his Secretary Mr, Slater
visited the Pheeaix Settlement on Wednesday last.
Oa arrival Sir B:njamin was garlanded and both he
and his Secretary were presented with button holes by
Fatima ‘the daughter of Imam Saheb Abdul Kadir
Bawaizzer. Both the garlands and button holes were
prepared by her out of the fowers ‘grown at Pheeaix. -
The party was escorted by Mr. Polak. After taking
light refreshments and inspecting the Settlement the
party returned to Town by the evening train. Mr.
Sircar who.was also on Sir Benjamin’s stafi left last
week for-India by s.s. Purnea.. . - . :
AiThe report of the Soorzai case is crowded-out and we-
hope to pubtish it next week, i .
On_the z2nd ultimo, at_Newcastle, George Ligett,
compound manager, Durban Navigation Collieries, was
charged with assaulting one Valangeri, a pass ve resis-
taunce prisoner at present-in gaol, at the time of the
recent Indian strike. The accused pleaded guilty and

- was fined £1.

The -Governor-General-in-Council, under Section 2
of the Immigrants’ Regulation Act, 1913, has appoint-
ed the following as members of the Boards of Appeal
with the first named in each case as chairman: J. T.
Wylde, F. J. Centlivres and F. Dreyer, to-sitat Cape-
town. J.-L. Knight, Lieut-Colonel T. McCubbin,-
CM.G., and G. A. Champion, to sit at Durban. H.
Rose-Innes, J. N. van Alphen, and J. G. Wagaer, to
sit at Pretoria. - T : '

In opening the Sessions ot the Bombay Legislative
Council, on December 16th, H.E. Lord Willington,
the Governor of Bombay, made a sympathetic re‘erence
to the South African Indien question, describing it as
“1in its very essence a highly Imperial question.”
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