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A TRUCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT

- - . -
"~ HE following correspondence Dletween Mr,
1 Gandhi and the Government places on record
- the agreement arrived at as a result of a series

Lof interviews with the Minister at Pretorta :—

) , Pretoria, Jan, 21, 1914,
“The Seeretary for the Interior, Pretoria.

*“Sir,—Beforé leaving for Phoenix, I venture to
express my thanks to General Smuts for the patient
~and kind interviews that he has been pleased to
grant me during this time of overwhelming pressure.
A+ countrymen will remember with gratitude his
great consideration, ' ‘
“I understand that the Minister is unable to ae-
cept (with regard to the Indian Inquiry Commission)

- cither (1) my suggestion that 2 member representing
. .Indian interests should e co-opted when questions
" of poliey are inquired into, or (2) my suggestion
that-a second Commission, with Indian representa-

. tion, should be appointed to deal with those ques
tions only, fhe present Commission in that case be-
coming, purely judicial. ] sulimitted a third propo-
sal alsoywhieh, in view of the Government’s decision,
1 peed not state here.” Had any of my suggestiohs
been viewed favourably by thé Government, it would
have been- possible for my countrymen to assist the
Iabours of the Commission. But with regard to lead-
ing evidence before this Commission, which hag a
political as well as a judicial character, they have
“conscientious seruples, and these have -taken with
them a solemn and religious form. ' I may state
~ briefly that these scruples were based on the strong
' it_aeling that the Indian commuaity should have been
cither consulted or represented where ¢uestions of
policy were concerned. : - .

- “The Minister, I observe, appreciates these
seruples, and regards them as honourable, but is un-
able to alter his decision. As, however, by grant-
ing me the recent interviews, he has been pleased to
aceept the prineciple of consultation, it enables me
to advise my countrymen not to hamper the-labours
of the Commission by -any active propaganda, and
not to render the position of the Government difficult
by reviving passive resistance, pending the result of
the Commission and the introduction of legislation
during the forthcoming session. }

““If T am right in my interpretation of the Govern-
ment’s #ttitude on the prineiple of consultation it
would be furthér possible for us to assist Sir Ben-

- jamin Robertson, whom the Viceroy, with gracious
forethought, has deputed to give evidemce before
the Commission. )

“A word is here necessary on the question of
allegations ay to ill-treatment during the progress of
the Indian strike in Natal. Tor the reasons above
stated, the avenue of proving them through the Com-
mission is closed-to us: I am personally unwilling

to challenge libel proceedings by publishing the
authentic evidence in our possession, and would far
rather refrain altogether from raking up old sores. 1
bez to assure the Minister that, as passive resisters,

| we endeavour to avoid, as far as possible, any resent-

ment of personal wrongs. But, in order that our
silence may not be mistaken, may I ask the Minister
to recognise our motive and reciprocate by not lead-
ing evidence of a negative character before the Com-
mission on the allegations in question? C

‘‘Suspension of passive resistance, moreover, car-
ries with it a prayer for the release of the passive

resistance prisoners now undergeing imprisonment,

either in the ordinary gaols or the mine eompounds,
which might have been declared as such,

-*“Finally, it might not be out of place here to re-
capitulate the points on which relief has been sought.
They are as follow: -

(1) Repeal of the £3 tux in such a mavner that
the Indians relieved will oceupy virtually the same
status. as the indentared Indians discharged under
the Natal Law 25 of 1891. :

¢(2) The marriage question: . '

- ¢(These two are the points, as I have,verbally sub-
nmitted, which require fresh legislation.) -

¢(3) The Cape entry question. (This requires
-only administrative relief subject to the clear safe-
guards explained to the Minister.)

“(4) The Orange Free State question. (This re-

-quires merely a verbal alteration in the assurance

already given.) e

“(5) An assurance that the existing laws. espe-
cially affecting Indians will be administered justly,
with due regard to vested rights.

1 venture to suggest that Nos. 3, 4, and 5 present
no special difficulty, and that the needful relief may
be now given on these points as an earnest of the
good intentions of the Government regarding the
resident Indian population.

“Tf the Minister, as I trust and-hope, views my
gubthission with favour, I shall be prepared to advise
my countrymen in accordance with the tenour of this

letter. _ i
‘“(Sgd.) M. E. GANDHL"™

“Department of the Interior, Pretoriy,
) ““Jan. 21, 1914

“Sir,—With reference to your letter of even date,
T am instrueted by the Minister of the Interior to
reply that you are correct in your statement that it
is not proposed to make any alteration eitber in the
jersonnel of, or the reference to, the Commission ap-
pointed to inquire into the recent Indian strike in
Natal. The Minister regrets, but. of course; under-
stands, that you are so far committed by your pre-

"vious public deelarations in regard to the Comumis-

sion ‘that you are preeluded from appearing, before
it. . He also recogmises the motive which mukes you
. - 4
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unwilling to revive old sores by courling libel pro-
cecdings before another tribunal.

“The Government repudiates as strongly and em-
phatically as heretofore the charges of harsh or 1m-
proper action against the Indian passive resisters
and strikers. But, as you and your -friends have
decided not to appear before the Commisslon and
lead evidence in support of those allegations, it
seems likely that there-will be no charges for the
Commisison to investigate. The Government Vould
regret the consequent absence of an opportunity to
lesd rebutting evidence in vindieation of the con-
duet of its officers, but it fecls that, unless it has a
definite case to answer, any attempt to deal. with
the allegations before the Commission. could only
resnit, in an unprofitable waste of time.

*“The Government is- anxious that any recommen-
detions which the Commission may make on the
larger issue of Indian grievances should be received
at o safficiently early date to cnable proposals to he
submitied to Parliament during the forthcoming
session, 1t is hoped that those proposals, if aceepted
by Parliament, would ensure a satisfactory and per-
manent settlement. The Government considers that
such a settlement of long-standing disputes is too
important to justify any risk of endangering its

achievement by delaying the proceedings of the |

Commission, already delayed throngh unforeseen -eir-
- rumstances, by an inquiry, which would now be ne-

cessarily one-sided, inté points of minor and second- |

ary moment relatively to wider issues at stake.

“If, thercfore, the Indians decline to submit to
the Commission any specific charges in connection
. with the treatmment of passive resisters and strikers
during the recent troubles, the Government will not
think it necessary to take any further action in refu-
tation of the allegations against it and its officers,
but it reserves its right to ask the Commission to
investigate.the oceurrences which resulted in-loss of
life at Esperanza.and Mount Edgecombe.

“*With referonce to your prayer for the release of
bona-fide passive resistanee strikers from ordinary
. or compound gaols, the Depariment of Justice had
already, previgus to the arrival of your letter, taken
steps for the release of the small balance of these
prisoners kept in the gaols. .

“‘In regard to the gricvances which you have sum-
marised at the end of your letter, the Government
will, «; already stated, await the recommendations
of the Commission before taking any action:

“(Sgd.) E. M. GORGES, .
. ‘ - Secretary for the Interior,
3. K. Gandhi, Esq., Pretoria. ’

Basutoland Tl:aders’ Petition.

_ The petition of 'the uudersigned,‘lﬁdian ,leadel:s
in Basutoland, South Africa, humbly sheweth that

Indians have been granted trading privileges in |

Basutoland for about 30 years, and that vour peti-
tioners are at present licence holders and conduct
businesses there. : : ‘

) That under the old I'ree State law, which is still
in force, all Indians are prohibited from settling in
the Free State or carrying on business-there, but

‘that up to a few mopths ago your petitioners were al- |

lowed to enter the Free State provided we held
. passes, whieh were granted to us freely on the sawpe
conditions as to the colowred races of South Africa.
That this privilege is absolutely necessary for tha
-proper conduct. of our businesses as your petitioness

require to enter the Free State for temporary jpuy-|

poses, seeing that all the goods for our. stores come
by railway through the Frce State, and that all our
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payments are made through the banks there. Wa
require also liberty to enter the I'ree State in order
to rail our produce to the selling. centres im the.
Union of South Africa, and further it is-in the Free
State that we dispose of our live stock. We are very
large customers of the Union of South Africa in
respect of these matters. - o,

That under the new Immigrants’ Regulation Act.
(No. 22 of 1918) and relative regulations we are in
eftect barred from entering the Free State through -
the TPass Laws being so stringent, and the condi-
tions attached so burdensome, All applications for
permission to enter the Free State have to be made
to Pretoria, and money deposited and taxes paid, -
and this entails =o great a delay that for business
requirements the Pass Laws are absolutely prohibi-
tive, A ' - .

That the Union Government have power to refuse
passes, and are doing so. e 7

That the administration of the Tmmig
is harsh and unreasonable,

That facts can be adduced to prove
ments to demonstration. S
That the Indions of Basutoland are now in a posi-
tion infinitely inferior 1o that of the native races of
Africa so far us access to the Iree State is con-

cerned. ' : -
-That the native races.come and go freely daily.

That we feel, as law-abiding British subjects of
standing, ave are being unjustly treated, and are -
suffering materinl loss and-damage. . :

That we deserve better treatment from the Union
of South Africa looking to the fact that we are good -
custotners to the border {owns, that we are very
large contributors to the revenue of the Union in
respect of railways and customs, and as produce and
live stock sellers.- . . . L. ‘

That the position between the Indians of North--
ern Basutoland and the Free State is peculiar;-and
we do not believe this was under consideration when
the Immigrants” Regulation Act was framed. -1t
arises through there being no banks and no rail-
ways, and no markets in that part of Basutoland, so -
-that-gll traders, white and coloured, -are absolutely
dependent on the Free State connection. '

- That the points raised in this petition have nothing
ito do with the general questions raised by the In-
dians elsewbere in South Africa. -

Wheretore your petitioners humbly crave for re-
dress in the matter of entrance of a.temporary
nature into the Free State border towns to enable
us to conduct our businesses in the same manner
which was existent before the passing of the Immi-
grants” Regulation Act, and we would welcome an
inguiry in vegard to the above statements.

And your petitioners as-in duty bound will ever
‘pray. R R

ration Law’

these state-
: »

Signed,

E. N. MAHOMED.
‘H.J. H. ESACK.
TAYOB ADAM. -

‘T. N. MAHOMED.,

OSMAN MAHOMED.

. CASSIM JOOMA.
HESSIM JOOMA.
A. R. MANSOOR.

SALLY MAHOMED.
DADA ADAM, - o
OSAM SOKEBA.
MAHOMED BARICUT.
ISSA & CO.
MOOSA ISMAIL.
JOOMA MAHOMED. -
ABDULLA SULEMAN.
ABBA AHOMED. .
TAYOB SURTIE.
AJEM RASUL,
"DADA VALLEY. )
MAHOMED CASSIM &.CO.
TARMAHOMED ISMAIL.
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. tlie terrible necessity of reviving -passive resistance

- reason to believe,-remove altogdther the epuses that

- tion, express a strong desire to introduce legisla-
.tion, early in the coming session, ealeulated to end

Secondly, the principle -of consultation ihich
“‘was, in effect, withheld from Indians- when
the Commission was appointed, is wmow ad-

- mittéd, "and itivill be for Indians -themselves

. formation that he needs) are frankly acknowledged

- gration.Aect, appearing elsewhere in this issue; is

- Africon Indian question, that_it_is generally be-

.métives forbidding the Indian community to lead evi-

“availed of by all those concerned in the recent ne-

‘on his way

- tion of whether an immigrant who has been de-

‘but not by the Appeal Board, and who has beén ysut
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g From the Editor's Chair, §
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- THE PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT.
Ty gorrespondence between Mr. Gandhi and Gen-
efal Smuts, ‘follo's\'l'ﬁg, as it does, upon a series of
interviews ahd conferences, contains the main points
‘of ‘hn ‘dgreement that, af least temporarily, avoids

ir fts most painful form, and will, we hore and have

gavé rise to the revival 6f last September. We be-
ieve that Mr. Gandhr has left Pretoria carrying
peace Wwith honour, and the Indian community, both
at Johannesburg and Durban, has already endorsed
his action and approved the terins of the agreement. -
Three matters of sentiment—of deep-reaéhing senti-
ment—emerge from the correspondence. TFirst, the
Government, Wwith a clear realisation of the- situa-

the present controversy, and thus fulfil their solemn
undertakings given to the Indian community and
theit distinguished countryman, Mr. 'Gokhale.

to ‘maintain  and  develop it -as oceasion
arises: Lastly, the genuineness #nd sincerity of the

derde before the Commission on ‘the allegations of
illstreatment (though they will co-operate heartily
with the Viceroy's representative; Sir Benjamin
Robertson, should he 50 désire, and give him any in-

by the Government. We ure of opinion that hever
in the history of the struggle have the principles of
passive resistance been more vindicated, and we be-
lieve that the services rendered by Mr. Gandhi and
by Mr. Andrews-—whose iwise counsel was equally

otiations—are services rendered not merely to the
ndian community, but to the entire Union and lo
the Empire at large.. ' )
'THE RECENT IMMIGRATION APPEAL.
A-SINGULAR fact revealed by the Teport of the réecent
appeal to the Supreme Court wnder the new Immi-,

that, had not the Indian concérned secured an inter-
vention of the Court that has now been pronounced
to be -unwarranted by the law, he would have been
) back to India and deprived of his legal
rights. The Court has administered a just resuke
to the Natal Immigration Department by its deci-:
sion fo Fefuse it costs, but, unfortunately, the ques-

clared to be prohibited by ‘the Imiigration Officer

awny, refains or loses his right of appeal to tbe
Board, should he subsequently return, has not beon
set at-rést. We feel that if there is any doubt on
the point, the law should be carefully examined by
tire ‘Glovernment, and, if found necessary, strength-
enéd ih favour of the immrigrant. : ‘

: A CORRECTION. _

Wt dbserve in several of the English Press cuttings
re¢ently to hand, and more particularly in the -a;}xmal
suththaiy of ‘‘The Times,”” dealing with the Soeth

lieved that one of the causes of the revival of passive
resistance is the maintenance, since Union, of the
provincial barriers against the inter-provincial mi-
gration of the resident Indian population. No doubt

this belief arises out of the 'quite different demund
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made by passive resisters that

eniry for South-African-born Ina

prior to the passing of lust year's
should be restored. Weo have
ported out that the present j
struggle has nothing to do with tL
new rights, but only with the fu,
obligations already entered into m
tion ‘of the rights that existed up 1
such as the ‘Cape right. Whilst we
is morally “wrong fo confine a growing pupulation

"within restricted area, and we entirely sympathise

with the Drotests that are raised from time to time
among different sections of the Indian commumty,
notably by a large number of Colonial-born Indianvs,

. whio strongly and very naturally resent the idea of

these restrictions, and whilst undoubtedly the ideal
1s the free right of travel through and residence in
any part-of the Union for all sections of the popula-
tion, it should be recognised that the realisation
of this ideal is not the subject of passive resistance,
which has _been organised for an entirely different
purpose. We offer these few remarks in order to
femove an impression whose continued existence
may give rise to quite unnecessary difficulties in the
way of a satisfactory settlement of the present
trouble. -

MAGISTERIAL BLUNDERING.

Mr. Ganrien Isaac, it will be remembered, was in -
charge of the temporary settlement that was estab-
lished recently at New Germany, for providing
shelter and food for indigent passive resisters who -
were scattered about in Durban. The removal to
the settlement took place on the 2nd inst., after due
notice to the police. The men thus rémoved in-
cluded indentuted men also. They were frrested
as deserters and duly sentenced, Fivery facility was
given to the authorities to effect arrests. As n
sequel to the éonvietions, Mr, Isaac was summoned
to appear on the 26th inst. hefore the Pmetown
‘Court, on a charge of ‘harbouring indentured In-
diens. In view of the provisional agreement, Mr.

| Isaac nsked for n remand pending the result of the

communication which Mr. Gandln was forwarding to,
the Government., The Magistrate, however;. de-.
clined to remand the case and found Mr. Isaac

liguilty and sentenced him to two months’ imprison-

ment without hard labour or to pay a fine of £10..
Mr. Isaac, of course, elected to po to gaol. We
‘congratulate him on his self-sacrifice and love for
the community, and the latter in ‘having in Mr.-
Isage such a true friend. If ever there was a-pas-.
sive resister it is Mr. Tsaac, and, therefore, in
terms of the agreement, he should be discharged,
and we have no doubt that he will be in due course.

P R N P

SYMPATHY TO MR. ANDREWS.
Tar Rev. C. F. Andrews has received a cable from
Birmingham to the effect that his mother passed .
away peacefully on the 9th inst. Mr. Andrews had . -
o letter last week preparing him for the news. But
in the midst of sorrow, and although ke had a touch
-of malaria, he insisted on attending the mass meet-
ihg on Sunday last. A deputation-consisting of
Messrs. Imam Abdul Eadir Bawazeer, Parsee Rus-
tomjee, G. P, Gandhi and Moodley waited on the
reverend gentleman with floral tributes to convey
their sympathy. In common with the members of
the community, we tender our sympathy to Mr.
Andrews,

The charges against Messrs. P. K. Naidoo, Duk-
hee, and N. B. Naik, in connection with the move-
ment at Maritzburg during the strike, have been
withdrawn by instruction from the Attorney-
Gleneral, ' e

TR
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,,.4féat Meeting at Bombay.

pi'he Town Hall, Bombay, was packed to its utmost

_eupacity, says the ! Bombay Chronicle,”” on Dee, 10

" tast, by a vast and enthusiastie audience, which met

to pass resolutions in refsrence to the treatment of
Indians in South Africa. Among thuse present were:
ML the Aga Khan, the Ilon. Sir Pherozeshah 1L
Mehta, the Hon. Sir Jamsetji Jeejecbhoy, Sir D. M,
Petit, Siv Cawasji Jehangir, Sir Dorab and Lady
Tuts, Sir N. G. Chandavarkar, the Hon. Sir Ebrahim
Rakimtoola, Sir V. D. Thackersey, Dr. Stanltey Reed,
Mr. D. E. Wacha, the Rev. Dr. Scott, Mr. H. A,
Wadia, the Hon. Mr. G. K. Parekh, the Hon. Mr. P,

-M. Chinoy. the Hon. Mr. V. Patel, fhe Hon. Mr.

Lallubhai Samaldas, the Hon. Mr. Manmohandas
Ramji, Mr. B. G. Horniman, Mr. J, B. Petit, Sardar
Pheroze 11, Dastur, Mr. 11 M. Cama, Mr. Haji Usuf
ilaji Ismail, Mr, Aahomedbhai Currimbhoy Ebra-
him, Mr, K. Natrajan, Mr. A. J. Billimoria, Dr. N.
II. £. Sukhia, Mr, Purshotamdas Thakoredas, Mr, H.
L. Cowlie, Mr. Smith, Dastoor Dr. M- N, Dhata, Mr.
R.'P, Karandikar, Dr. K. E. Dadachanji, Mr, Naro-
{nmdns Morarji Gokuldas, Mr. . Sorabji Talyar-
khan, Mr. M. C. Javle, Mr. V. A. Dabholker, Mr, H:
P. Mody, Dr. 8. S. Batliwalla, and others.

The proeeedings commenced with the reading by
th: Sheriff, the Hon. Mr. F. M. Chinoy, of the requi-
sition to eall the meeting, which he said was signed
by eminent ecitizens like the Hon. Sir Pherozeshah
Mehta—(loud cheers) —the Hon. Sir Jamsetji Jee-
jeebhoy— (eheers)—and others. Iie asked the as-
sembly to proceed with the eleetion of the chairman,

‘Sir Cowasji Jehangir, proposing that HH. the

. Aga Khan be.requested to take the chair, said his

Highness's election would pot only be acceptable to

. all, but his presence there that evening would en-

hance the prestige of the meeting. (Cheers.)

The Hon. Mr. Manmochandas Ramji seconded the
motion, whieh was carried with much enthusiasm.

After His Highness had taken the chair, Mr. J. B.
Petit announced that messages of sympathy with the
ohjeet of the meeting had been received from IH.IL
theiGaekwar; Sir Currimbhoy Ebrahim, Sir Chinu-
bltrixMadhavlal, Sir Bhalhandra Krishna, Mr. B. D.
Petit, the Ton. Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy, the Maha-
vaja of Kueh Belar, the Raja of Bansda, the Rani

- Saheb of Panna, and from most of the important

citics in the Presideney, Ahmedabad,
Toona, and Karachi.

ILH, thie Aga Khan announced that TLH, the Gaek-
waur of Baroda had contributed Rs. 5,500 to the South
African Indian Fund, and the Hon. Sir Pherozeslizh

Mehta apnouneed, amid loud and eontinued cheering,

inlnding

~that H.H. the Aga Khan himself had contributed

Rs.10,000. .
At a later stage it was announeed that Sir Dorab
Tata had contributed a further sum of Rs.5,000, and

. following the good example of her husband, Lady

Tata also eontributed another sum of Rs.1,000. 7

The Mahurajah of Cooch Behar and the Maharaja
of Bhownagdar have each subscribed Rs. 1,000, and
the Maharaja of Bansda Rs,500, :

THE CHAIRMAN'S SPEECH.

The Aga Khan was reecived with prolonged ap-
plause on rising to address the mecting. He said:
As the chairman of this public meeting, it fulls o
my lot to echo the feelings of the people of India
which the calnmities that have lately occurred _in
South Afrien have evoked throughout the length ang
breadth of this Empive. It is no exagperation to say
that in the modern history of India, it is impossible
to ﬁ_nd a paraliel to the intensity of feeling to which
Indians have been stirred by the painful occurrences
in Soutlr Africa.  The solidarity of publie opinion
in regard to this most difficult and vexatious ques-

tion is indeed striking, and the fact that the requisi. -
tion to the Sheriff to convene the meeting is signed
by representatives of all the eommunities furnishes
eloquent testimony to the complete unanimity of .
opinion that prevails in India as to the unjust and
harsh treatment to which our fellow subjectsin
South Africa have been subjected. If such treat-
ment were meted out to Englishmen in any foreign.
country it would have been treated as a ‘‘casus
belli.”’  {(Cheers,) If Disraeli, or Gladstone, or .
Palmerston, or Bright were alive they would have
moved- the whole of England by their earnestness
and eloquence to see that the fair name of England
for justice and equity was kept nnsullied.

_ The loyal, patient, and silently toiling Indians ex-
pect that the fact of their being the subjects of His
Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor should be a
suffieient protection of their rights of citizenship in
any British Colony. (Hear, hear.) The Indian
leaders in South Africa are willing to recognisé the
delicacy of the relations between the Imperial and
the South African Governments, but no question of
difficulty should be allowed to stand in the way of
elementary human justice being done. Publie opinion
in India cannot believe the statement that the Im-
perial Government is helpless in the matter.

AN IMPERIAL PROBLEM.

The problem has assumed an Imperial aspeet, and
what we desire the Imperial Government to do is to
allay the feeling of injustice and humiliation which
oppresses our minds. For. years, the Indians in
South Africa have approached some of the burning
questions affecting their very existence in that coun-
try in a ealm and dispassionate manner, free from
prejudice and-passion or opposition to authority. in
the hope that antagonism to their rights of British
citizenship may be argued into moderation and per-
suaded into compromise, Buf the hope has not yet
been realised, and their-patience is exhausted. The
very fact that my distinguished friend, the Hon, Mr,
Qokhale, effected a compromise that was so moder-
ate as to provoke the displeasure of some people-in
India proves how reasonable our fellow-subjects
there have been. Our brethren in South Africa have
been treated as if they were the worst type of
Pariahs. Before the Boed War, President Kruger’s
Governmentchastised the Indians with whips, but, as
‘‘“The Times’ pointed out six years ago, the Trans-
vaal Government were chastising the Indians with .
seorpions. As Lord Lansdowne has said, it was the
ill-treatment of Indians before the war which called
forth vehement protests from Englishmen and emin-
ent statesmen in Great Britain. . Not only have all
the restrictions of Xruger's regime been maintained
in all their severity, but additional-and disagreeable
disabilities have been imposed upon Indians, who_
have appealed in vain to all the. elementary emo-
tlons of manhood and fellow-citizemship. It is pain-
fully obvious that the econvietion that Great Britain
is unable or unwilling to proteet her foster children
must shake their copfidence in the power of the Tm-
perial Governnmient, and deal a blow to the prestige
of the Empire. 'We appeal to the sense of justice
of the leading statesmen of the Empire to' preserve
the hanour of British Indian subjects lawfully domi-
eiled in 2 British Colony. The sentiment of Empire
must. begin to lose its meaning if the Indians in the
'_I'ransvﬁ,al,' who have the strongest claims upon Brit
ish sympathy, find that England is unwilling and
pleads helplessness to remove the injustice:that is
perpetrated on them owing to the eolour prejudice
of an autonomous Colony. (Applause.)

A NOTE OF WARNING,

Gentlemen, T cannot close this speech without onee
more appealing to you to speak and to act in a way
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that will prove to the world that our loyalty is as
sincere and deep-rooted as that of any white men,
and that noblemen like Tiord Hardinge, whose man-
ful stand for justice has made a deep and profound
impression on us, are the most precious asset of the
FEuwpire, and that, however terrible the attempt of
one unspeakable wretch on his life, there are many

 of us ready and willing to lay down our lives for

his. "We must aet in such & way that any represen-

-tation. which the Indian QGovernment may make-

should receive the fullest weight that can be given
only when the prayer is from a loyal people. ~It is
men of Lord Hardinge’s calibre who have made the
Government of India possible as well as an example
of npright administration in the eyes of the whole
“world and it is the presence in this country of such
liberal-minded statesmen -that renders the control
and direction of 300 millions of people by what is
comparatively a handful (about 200,000 all told)
permanently possible. - (Applause.) -

- SIR PHEROZESHAH MEHTA,

Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, who, on rising to address
ihe assembly, was received with loud and continued

- cheering, which lasted for several minutes, said: I

am entrusted with the task of moving the first reso-
Intion before this meeting. Liet me assure you,
ladies and ' gentlemen, that in proceeding to. move
. that resolution I do not propose to make a long

speech, for in the longest speech which I might make
what could I tell you but the thrice-told tale of woe

and suifering, of patience and resignation, and,

_ above all, that blessed word—moderation—(chéers)

—of our countrymen and women in South Africa,
_which has stirred the heart of this country to its
“very depths?, {Hear, hear.) In this:state of things
-1 was surprised, and, I may be allowed to add, I was
grievously disappointed, in reading in one of “the

.- papers, where, after referring to the project of a

- try?

public meeting, the writer goes on to say, ‘‘this agi-
“tation has done one thing, and that is to show that
there are politieal agitators who, whilst being far
- removed .from the Extremists, are perfectly prepared

to use all the means-in their power to embarrass the-
| to help the British during the Boer War, and begged

. Government.*’ . .
- I ask eould there be a fore unjustifiable aspersion
“on those who are toiling to keep this agitation
within the limits of moderate linmts in this eoun-

heart and soul to this question— (cheers)—or to &
mild Parsi like me— (loud laughter and- cheers)—
who, if "anything, has been reproached with

- not being - violent on oceasions which- would

have justified wild language? But, gentle-
men, the comment which I make on that observation
1is that the writer has utterly and entirely failed to

- realise the depth and intensity of the feeling which

on this oceasion pervades everybody in this ecountry,
high and Jow, rich and poor, young and old, however
- divided from each other by caste or oreed, race or
religion. He has utterly failed to measure the ex-
tent of the emotiori which is agitating the whole
country in consequence of the sufferings of our
countrymen, and, above all, of our country-
Women in South Afriea. (Hear, hear) Ladies
and gentlemen, what is it in the first place the In-
dians in South Africa have been fighting for, plead-
Ing for, praying for, with all the persuasion at their
command? His Highness the' Aga Khan has told
you that there were some restrictions placed npon
the Indians in South Afriea during the Boer regime,
but even the Boers by no means rigorously enforeed
the legal restrictions that were on the Statute book.
.(Heau:, hear.) But when they treated the Indians
It this mild manner, what did one of England’s

Does the writer refer to my friend the Hon.|
Mr. Gokhale— (cheers}—who has devoted his whole |

great statesmen say on that occsision? Leord Lans-
downe, then a responsible Minister of the Crown,
sald in the House of Lords in grave and foreible and
t'amphatlc terms that even that mild manner of treat.
ing the smbjects of the British Empire could not be
endured, and that such treatment was an adequate
‘“casus belli’’ against the Boers, Now the Trans-
vaal has passed into the British Dominions, and with
what result? Have those restrictions been aban-
doned or-repealed? Alas! for the loyal subjects of
the British Crown, it is depressing, grievously de-
pressing, to find that, far from being removed, they
are being more rigorously enforced than before!
(‘““Shame.’’) - The argument has been brought for-
ward that the mighty British nation which couid
make a ‘‘casus belli”” of that treatment against the
Boers, thena foreign State, could not interfere to
prevent worse treatment in the Dominions over
which the King-Emperor presides! What a deplor-
able admission to make that the British Government
cannot repress the sort of treatment in their own
dominions which they did not tolerate in a foreign
State! I deplore such a statement, such an argu-
ment, for this reason—for the reason of the effect
which it would prodnce on the minds of the loval
pople of India—an effect which we can seareely con-
template with equanimity in our full sense—I will
not say loyal—of the benefits of English rule.
(Hear, hear), }

RIGHTS OF BRITISH CITIZENSHIP.

These further repressive measures were under-
taken in the time of the British occupation of that
province. And what did Mr. Gandhi— (cheers)—
and his associates do under these ecireumstances?
They argued, they reasoned, they implored, they
said: ““Do whatever you will even in your might, but
do not deny to those already settled in the country
the simplest and the barest rights of ordinary eciti-
zenship of the Empire—the bare dignity of human-
ity. = They begged and they prayed for this. The
poor Indian had never commenced by taking up a
defiant and aggressive attitude. He pointed out
that he and his fellow-countrymen had been ready

and prayed for nothing more than that those already
settled there should be allowed the simplest rights
of citizenship, No ear was given to what he urged
until; utterly baffled, he resorted to one of the only
remedies that remain open to a loyal subjeet of the
Crown. For four years did that passive resistance
last, from 1906 to 1910, and then people began to
realise that the cause fior which sueh sufferings could
be endured by men like these must be just and
righteous. - :

This was acknowledged, and a promise given that
the simple rights demanded would be incorporated
in the next legislative enactment. What weré these
claimg? T ask you to remember this, I have all
along held that a subjeet of the British Crown has
a right of free entry and access to every part of the
Empire. (Lond cheers.) I have always disagreed
with some of my friends and have always said and
maintained that Indians can never give up this great
and vital pringiple of Imperial citizenship. (Loud
and continued cheers.) -What did Mr. Gandhi do?
Did he ask for that? .Never. He bowed to fate
and said: ““Very well, let immigration go. 1 only
ask for a recognition of the legal rights of those
settled there, of their soeial customs and domestic
economy.’’ All these were promised him, but when
the legislation eame, what was the result? It was
an absolute negation of those promises, And still
we are told that it is the Indians who should prac-
tice moderation and that the Boers should be satis-
fied that the demands are of a moderate character.
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Pinding that Mr. Gandhi was again at his old game
of persuasion and_reason and argument, I call this
unpractical, and I disagree with this saintly charae-
ter only here. I say it was a mistake that they
asked for too little, and they failed because they did
s0. " If he had asked for more, and if he had stuck
out for that full demand, he would have got some-
thing. He would not have been told that because
he had asked for so little, therefore he would get
still less. That I think, according to my poor judg-
ment, was a great blunder, but it illustrates the rea-
sonable and moderate character of the campaign car-
ried on by Mr, Gandhi. | Surely, the South Africans
cught to have recognised the extreme doeility and
moderation of these demands toned down to the low-
- est depths. I ask your attention to this because
"it is the Indians who have been charged with not
exercising patience and moderation, and Mr. Gandhi
was still at his old game of ressoning and persuad-
ing, with what result? Nobody listened, and up to
the present nothing has been done, and still we are
asked, and the Indians in South Africa are asked, to
practise moderation. (Laughter), Now the situa-
tion has developed in & way which has ecaused in-
tense pain and agony to people in this country. Look
st the way in which this aggressive Union Govern-
ment of South Africa treats the Marriage Laws of
the Indians settled there, in their high superiority.

A MOST TOUCHING EPISODE.

Sir Pherozeshah, continuing, said: As the chair-
man had said, there was a time when Indians were
highly eivilised, when Boers and Britons were un-
known, and denying that.everything must be re-
cognised by religious custom, they say that Indians
married according to their own rights and eustoms
are not to be considered as married at all. (Cries
of ‘“Shame, shame,’’) E _

I tell you what I feel sincerely, that there has been
no more touching episode in the whole history of
this campaign than the conversation which Mrs.
Gandhi had with her husband before she east in her
lot with him in the passive resistance movement.

After the decigion of the Supreme Cowrt there deny-

ing the legitimacy of Hindu and Mahomedan mar-
‘riages, she asked him: ‘“Am I your wife or not? I
am ot your wife if this decision stands, and if I am
not your wife, 1 am not a woman of any true womsn-
hood in the estimation of my own sex, and my chii-
dren are illegitimate.”” Mr. Gandhi must have

known what it was to expose tender women to the

hardships of the eampaign, but in spite of his plead-
ings, that brave lady decided to cast in her 1ot with
those men who were fighting for the cause. History
records the deeds of many heroines, and ) feel that
M, Gandhi will stand as one of the foremost hero-
ines in the whole world. . -
But we are told : what can His Majesty’s Ministers
do in 2 matter of this character, which concerns the

internal economy and discipline of a self-governing

Colony? I entirely and absolutely agree with His
Highness the Aga Khan that we are bound fo speak
with due respect for the Ministers of the Crown.
But with all that it is impossible not to tell them
that the people of this country eamnot but consider
that they have not extended that protection to the
. Indian subjects of His Majesty the King-Emperor
which as Ministers of the Crown they were bound to
accord to millions of his subjeets in the Colony,

A GREAT AND NOBLE VICEROY.

It is o piece of singular good fortunme that we
have at the head of the Indian Administration a man
who has proved limself one of the greatest and
noblest of Viceroys— (cheers) ; a man enst in g large
‘mould in every way—a high-minded, high-souled,
and high-hearted statesman who folly realises that

no statesmanship can be high which is not based op -
justice, righteousness, and sympathy, (Cheers,)
His Excelleney the Viceroy has won the hearts of -
the people of this country, and done a great service
‘to the Empire by his great speech at Madras. People
in England do not realise the great service he .has
rendered by his words, Whilst we feel dissatisfied:
with the way in which great Ministers of the Empire
have treated this subject, we are consoled with the’
thought that the Vieeroy of this country, His Ma-"
jesty’s representative, is suffering in the sufferings
and pained by the pains borne by our countrymen in
-South Africa. T

I am afraid that I am belying the promise that I
made at the beginning of this speech. 1 told you I was
not going to make & Iong speech, but it is difficult to
contain oneself under the circumstances, and, long
as I have been already—I haven’t kept my wateh in
my hand, as we do in the Legislative Couneil—
(loud laughter) —I cannot help making a further ob-
servation that I think it is a wrong and a narrow-
sighted policy which has allowed the larger guestion
to be obscured, the question of the rights of In-
-dians as citizens of the British Empire. As I said
once before on a similar occasion in this Town Hall,
it is not a good thing to set Asiatics and Indians to
ponder too much on the question of open door and -
closed door. I think it is a blunder of a most seri-
-ous character that we should be led to think that,

| while white races can claim by foree and might to

80 everywhere and to enter the fairest places on the
world’s surface, at the same time they should
lay down a principle that other ruces must
-not enter the place oceupied by them. And though
you may talk of Yellow Peril and Black Peril, by
this conduet you bring out more and more the
gravity and- seriousness,of the Yellow Peri]l and

{Black Peril; we cannot say what will happen in the

future.  But, I think, English and European states.
men had better take warning that, while they elaim

{-the right of going over the ‘whole world, and of

invading the North of Afries, it is a grave mistaka
to set down too definitely and too formally that they
will prevent other races going to other parts ocen-
pied by the white races. - I said that it was a’ piece
of singular good fortune that we possess a states-
man of the calibre of Lord Hardinge, who has fully
realised the volume of the feeling in this country on
the matter. Xet us again go to him and implore.
him to approach-—if necessary—even the foot of the
Throne and implore the Crown that, under the cir-
cumstances whieh existed and have since developed,
It would not only be a righteous but also a wise
DPolicy that if nothing else prevails the veto of the
Crown be exercised. . Was the veto given for
nothing?  Was it not given to preserve and main-
tain the Imperial interests? For, with all the talk
of the discipline and internal economy of self-
governing Colonies, are they not as much part of
the Empire as any other part, and the veto ean only
mean that if the Colonies will not take care to pre-
serve and maintain the Imperial interests involved,
the Crown will step.ir and prevent them from doing
irreparable injury and misehief to the Empire.

AN APPEAL TO THE CROWN.

Weo appeal to the Crown that, if nothing else pre-
vails, its veto must be exercised, ‘(Hear, hedr, and*
loud cheers.). I mean to tell you one reason Why
we are feeling so intensely on the present situation.
While we are speaking and speechifying, those mild
and gentle , women who have enroiled themselves
with hushands and brothers under the banner of
Passive Resistance are lying in gaols herded with
common eriminals. (Loud: eries of ““Shame, shame.”}
And surely, with all the advice -about moderation

dinned into our ears, does not our blood boil at the
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thought that while arguments..alfe being set forth
and negotiations carried on, these women in South
Africa are suffering the lot of ordinary criminals.
And if a way is not found to end these sufferings, 1
will not say what the consequences might be. But,
gentlemen,™ the Pagan and Greek theory of the
Nemesis is founded on absolute truth, and acts like
theso must rebound.on their authors, and therefore
it is that we implore our rulers, in the interests both
of England and India, to bring about a reasonable
. ard speedy solution of the question. (Loud and
- prolonged cheers.)  With these words I move the
first resolution as follows: ) .
*“That this public meeting of the citizens of Bom-
bay expresses its entire sympathy with its coun-
trymen and countrywomen in South Africa in the
_sufferings and privations borne by them in' their
" patriotic and united endeavours for the removal of
the raeial, social, and economic disabilities imposed
by the recent Immigration Restriction Aet; it pro-
mises them the whole-hearted support of the publie
of this eity and of the Bombay Presidency in their
righteous struggle against such disabilities; and par-
ticularly to secure full recognition of the validity
of marriages contracted within or without the South
African Union according to Indian religious rites;
and to obtain the répeal of the iniquitous £3 tax in
Natal on ex-indentured Indians and their wives and
children ; it exhorts the people of this country of all
classes and ereeds to subseribe liberally to the funds
that are being collected to help their fellow-country-
-men in their self-saerificing campaign in vindication
of India’s honour-and of her people’s rights as equal
subjects of His Majesty the King-Emperor; and it
- appeals_to His Majesty’s Government to intervene
“on behalf of His Majesty's Indian subjects, and to

insist on' the. observance by the Union Government

‘of those pledges and promises of which the non-
- fulfilment has compelled the revival of passive resis-
tance: and, in the last resort, to exercise the right
which vests in the Crown to veto the Act of which

the results are certain to be most injurious to the

best interests of India and -of the British Empire.”’
{To be continued.)

" A Leiter from the Rev. C. F.
... 7 Andrews ] .

My Dear Friends,—As very many of you ah‘eadj(
know, on my return from Pretoria with r._Gandlu
the news was brought to me at Durban Station that
my mother had died. I was hoping to see her on
my way back to India, and was going to Ingland
for that very purpose. Indeed I was already be-

inning to count the weeks till that day of meeting
. &ould come. I knew all the while how ill she was,

_and longed to be with her; but she had always told

me that I must never neglect the call of duty for her
sake; and indeed no one could possibly have been
- more unsparing of herself, for the sake pf others,
than my mother.: I owe to her every blessing which
I have received. I had the happivess of hearing
from her, in one of her last letters, that she was
deeply thankful that I had gone to South Africa,
. and that her sympathy and love was with me and
.with the Indian people who were undergoing such
sufferings. She did not wish me to return till my
work was complete. The happiness of this letter I
would share -with you, as I would also wish you
to share my sorrow. I know low my friends in
Pretoria and Johannesburg (whom I had just left),
and also the friends whom I have made at Durban
and Phoeuix, will be with me and give me their
_ hearts’ affection at this time. I know also how very
many, whom I have not yet met, but who are friends
already in spirit, will render me their sympathy and

support. I would thank all these beforeband and:

ask. them to accept Iy sincerest pgratitude and

-affection. .
The news about my mother’s death came to me so

Sqddenly that, for the moment, ¥ could not think
without confusion. The first clear gleam of light,
which broke through the cloud of my sorrow, shone

upon me when I saw the faces of the Indian”

mothers, recently released from prison, as they
stood outside Durban Station offering me their
pranams. Though they little knew what sadness
was in my heart, I could feel their motherly love,
when I looked in their tender fuces marked by lines

of suffering and pain. Lauter still, ns I recalled the

picture, the thought came to me with overwhelm-
ing power, bringing the tears to my eyes, that my
own dear mother’'s ﬁove was henceforth to be given
back toc me in the leart sympathy of Indian
mothers, who would look upon we now, no longer
as a stranger and a foreigner, but rather as an
adopted son of Bharat Mato—Mother India—her-
self; adopted by the two-fold pledge and bond of
suffering and love. * An assurance of the truth of
this thought was given me by the fact that the first
messa%e of sympathy which reached me, after the
news became public, was from an Indian wmother,

Mrs-P. K. Naidu—one of those very Indian mothers’

who had welcommed my sad home-coming to Durbsn
that night, and the Indian mothers themselves
came up to Berea to give me their sympathy and
affection.

. To-day I feel that not only in South Africa, but .

in India also, I shall have the sympathy of Indian
mothers and Indian friends; for I know with -all
my heart the love which they have lavished upon
me with such unspeakable generosity that it bows
me down to thd ground with Lumiliation even to
think of it, so unworthy have I been to receive if.
I do take it, however, even while I am humbled
by it, knowing that true buman love, as God’s own
love, is not ef merit but of grace. And this
gracious, generous love, which has been poured out
upon e from Indian liearts, binds me to India, the
other, with a debt which I can never hope to
repay.. - ) -
- I shall'take back to India the knowledge, gained
from this deep experience, that Indian hearts in
South Africa glow with the same fervour and de-
votion, the same tenderness and love, that has made
the Motherland herself, even in her darkest days,
the home of noble mothers and heroic men.

- In deep gratitude and affection,
' ' C. F. ANDREWS.

- ‘The Powers of the Immigration
. ' Officer.

At the Civil Sessions of the Durban Cireunit Court
on the 20th inst., says the ‘‘Natal Advertiser,” his
Honour Mr. Justice Broome gave judgment in the
matters of Dawad Suleman and of Paya Pashotan v.
the Chief Immigration Officer.

"Mr. C. P. Robinson appeared for the first-named.

appellant, -

Mr A. R. Michel appeared for the secund. The
latter case was similar to, and parallel with, the for-
mer, and was argued at the same time.

The Attorney-Genperal (Mr. Douglas) appeared
for the Crown. :

In giving judgment his Lordship said:—

““On the 9th inst. application was made to me
without notice for an order interdicting the respon-
dent from deporting the applicant. A rule nisi was
granted to operate as an interim interdiet. Next

.68y, on.it being represenfed that the mail steamer

in which the applicant had arrived and was about
to be deported might be delayed, the order was
varied 2o as to direct the Chief Immigration Officer
to land the applicant and keep him pending the hear-
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ing of the rule. This was done, and the steamer
left at once. The applicant claimed to be domieiled
" jin Natal, and to hold a certificate to ‘that etfegt.
Some time before October last he had visited India,
and on his return, on the 11tk of that month, he was
declared to be a prohibited immigrant in terms of
Aat No. 22, 1913, which had then come into force,
and, not having availed himself of -

THE RIGHT TO APPEAL

to the statutory Board which he had under Sectlpn
"19, Sub-seetion (2) of the Act, he went back to India.
He returned in the 8.8. Lindula on the 8th inst., and
was again declared to be a prohibited immigrant.
It appears that no opportunity Was_then given him
of appealing to the Board from this second order,
the view taken by the Immigration Officer being
that, having failed-to prosecute, within the pre-

deribed time, his appeal from the order made in}

October last, he could not exercise the right of ap-
peal from the prohibition order of Jan. 9, the period
of three days within which such appeal was compe-
tent having expired on or about Oct. 16 last. The
_grounds upon which the action .of the Immigration

Officer was based were not known to me until the
return day of the rule nisi. At-the hearing it was
intimated by the Attorney-General that it-had been
found upon inquiry that the applicant was not, in
fact, liable to be declared a prohibited immigrant
within the Statute, but was entitled to enter Natal
by virtue of a former domicile in this Province. He
had accordingly been allowed to be at large without
any restriction, and an undertaking was given by
the Attorney-General that he would not be the sub-
jeet of further proceedings under the Act, and that
the seeurity deposited on his behalf would be re-
turned. . i - -
" ““Phis being the position, the rule was discharged
hy consent. The question remained as to whether
the rule and interdict had been. properly granted,
having regard to the provisions of Section 3:

. “‘No Conrt of Law in the Union shall, execept
upon a question of law reserved by a board, as in
this. section provided, have any jurisdiction fo re-
view, quash, reverse, interdict, or otherwise interfere
~with any preeeeding, Act, order, or warrant of the
- Minister, a board, an immigration officer, or a mas-
ter, had, done, or issued under this Act, and relating
{o the restriction or detention, or to the removal from
the ¥nion or any Provinee, of a person who is being
dealt with as a prohibited immigrant.” .

'] gathered the Attorney-General’s contention to
Be, substantially, that, while there might be extreme
eases in which the Courts would interfere, sueh, for
instanee, as eorrupt or clearly malicious proceedings,
the protection given by the Statute preeluded such
interference where something had been done -for
which the Act gave no sanction or which was even at

_viriance with. the express provisions of the Act. On
the other hand, the view taken by the applicant’s
counsel was that a ‘proceeding’ ‘under’ the Act
meant something lawfully done under the authority
of the Act, and that the section could not be con-
strued so as to protest the Immigration Officer if he
had refused to the applicant the right of appeal spe-
cially allowed by Section 19, Sub-section (2), of the

Act. A decision upon this point would not have
been necessary, secing that the applicant had been
{reed from all restriction, if the question of costs had
vot arisen. It becomes necessary, therefore, that I
should give an opinion as to whether the interdict
“and rule nisi were properly obtained, in view of the
protection given by Section 3 (1) of the Act. ‘

~“The fact that but for the interdiet the applicant,
though entitled to enter Natal, would now have been
well on his way back to India, has no bearing upon

this part of the case, though I shall have to take it
into account in dealing with the question of costs. -

““Now,.at first sight, the expression ‘had done, or
issued under "this Aect,” might appear to exelude -
everything not authorised- by the Statute. But, in
construing an Act of Parliament, the

MORE LITERAL CONSTRUCTION

ought not to prevail if it is opposed to the intention
of the Legislature to be gathered fronr the Act itself.
If effect were given to what might be the more

literal eonstruction of the words i question, the .

protection intended to be given would be reduced to
a nullity, because, to give an example, it would al-
ways be open to the Courts of Law to inquire
whether a person did, in fact, come within the provi-
sions of the Act, so as to be liable to restrictions as
a prohibited immigrant. Such a result would clearly
be repugnant to what the Legislature intended. -
“It has been held in g series of cases, of which
Nermann v, Seneschal (32, L.J. C.P.,, 43), Roberts v.
Orchard (33, L.J. Exehg., 65), and King v. Chamber-
lain (40, L. CG.P. 273) are the leading ones, that _

. the true test in such cases is whether the person who

purports to proceed-under the Act honestly believed .
in the existence of a state of facts which if it had_
existed would have justified him in doing as he did,
without referende to the reasonableness of such be-
lief. The first of these cases related to proceedings«
under the Coinage Act, and the second and third to
charges preferred under the Larceny Aect.. Both
these  Statutes require notice to be given of any
action to be brought for anything done ‘in pursuance
of’ the Act, and I can see - - -

| NO REAL DISTINCTION
in meaning between the expressions ‘pursusnt’ to,’

““in pursuance of,” ‘under,’ or-‘by virtue of’ in a simi:

lar eontext. _ . :
“‘The matter, therefore, resolves itself into a ques-
tion of bona-fides or honesty. of belief, in estimat- ~

ing which the question of reasonsbleness may be

material, but only to determine whether- the be'ief
is bona-fide or not. As to this, want of bona-fides
is-not alleged against the Immigration Officer, snd-
there is nothing in the record to suggest such a staie
of mind on his part. As regards the reasonableuess
of such belief, if, as is probably thé case, the belief
were induced by a mistaken reading of the Act, in
regard to-the applicant having lost his right of ap-
peal or as regards his -domiciliary rights, that would
not male it dishonest. Nor to my mind is the posi-

 tion altered by the inference that there must have

been something short of a full inquiry and considera-

“tion of the applicant’s legal position; in view of his

former domicile in Natal. There is much t6 be said,
however, in condemnation of abything like hasty-
action in deporting an immigrant who is lawfully
entitled to enter the Province. The

LIBERTY OF THE SUBJECT
ought not to be lightly interfered with. ‘

“““The attitude to be taken by the Court™in enter-
taining appeals from the decisions of a Licensing
Board under the Aet 18, 1897, has been settled in a-
vumber of eases, from Solnath v. Durban Corpora-
tion (19, N.L.R., 70}, down to Haffajee v. Licensing
Bodard; Richmond (29, N.L.R.,, 587) and still-later
cases. The Court does exercise its power of re- -
view in such cases to see that no grave irregularity
takes place. that an applicant gets the appenl pro--
vided for him by the Act, and that the Board has
not limited or exceeded its jurisdiction, or acted -
corruptly. But irrespective of later legislation as
to renewals, the Court will not entertain any appeal
upon the merits. It is pecessary, however, to ex-
amine the language of the Licensing Act (No, 18, -
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1897), and to compare it with that of the Act now
" in guestion as.regards the ousting of the jurisdiction
of the Court. )
~ “The Licensing Act provides (Section 5) that ‘A
licensing- officer shall have a discretion to-issue or
refuse & wholesale or retail licence . . . ; a decision
come to by a licensing officer as to the_issue or re-
fusal of a licence shall not be liable o review, re-
versal, or alteration, by any Court of Liaw or -other-
wise than is in the next section provided.’. Section
6 gives a right of appeal from the Licensing Officer
to the Town Couneil or other local authority. Now,
this is

 VERY DIFFERENT LANGUAGE

fromi ‘that of Section 3 (1) of the Imurigration Act.
~ That Aet provides not merely that there shall be no
appeal from the decision of the Immigration Officer
in deelaring an immigrant prohibited, it extends to
every proceeding, Act, order, or warrant had, done,
or issued under the Aect, and relating to the restrie-
" tion or detention, or to the removal from the Union
or any Province, of a person who is being dealt with
as & nrohibited immigrant.”” - -
- ““In the view I take of this section I must hold
. +—though I do it with reluctance—that the interdict
and rule nisi were not competent in.the circum-
stances, and that the iuterference of the Gourt was
erroneously invoked. ) ’ -
“The Court, however, has a discretion respecting
costs which is not taken away by any-such provision
as Section 1 (b) of the Public Authorities Protection
Act 1893 (56 and 57 Viet. ¢61). . -
“In view of all the faets, and especially of what
T cannot but regard as undue haste on the part of
the Immigration Officer in dealing with -the appli-
cant, there will ' be no order as to costs (see Cree v.
St. Paneras Vestry (1899), 1. Q.B, 693).” :
. - His Lordship stated further that the Treasons
_enounced in the foremoing were applicable to the
- case”of Day and Parshotay, and the decision would
be similar. o ' B

-

- Ii;dians in Eritisl:n ‘Columbia

. The *“Morning Post,” after announcing that, on
the 8th ulto., the Dominion Government dealt with
the difficulties of~the labour situation in_ British
Columbia by passing an Order in Council prohibiting
the immigration of artisans and labourers into that
Province at coastal or boundary ports of entry until
Mareh 31 next, says:—The Order in Council is of

general application, and is not restricted to persons?

of any particular race or coming from any particu-
lar country.

This action on’the part of the Dominion Authoni- | 8

ties-of Canada, who are said to be in sympathy with
the Provincial Government of British Columbia in
the latter’s policy of restriction of coloured immi-
gration, was anticipated by the announcement made
a few weeks ago that- new restrictive regulations
affecting Asiatics were under the consideration of
the Dominion Government. It was understood that
the new restrictions would be of such a general
character that they would be upplicable to-any class
of immigration, irrespective of colour or nationality,
and that in this way the difficulties of discrimina-
“tion would be avoided. It is now stated that these
new ragulations are the result of several conferences
between the Premier of British Columbia (Sir
- Richard MecBride) and the authorities of the Colo-

nial Office, India Office, and Foreign Office on the
occasion of the Premier's visit to Englaid two or
three months ago. The terms agreed upon, which
concerned not only Indian but Japanese and Chinese
unmigration into the Canadian Dominion, were com-
municated to the Prime Minister of Canada (Mr.
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Borden) by Sir Richord McBride, when passing
through Ottawa in October. The nature of that
communication has not been oflicially disclosed, but
the general impression was that the Imperial au-
thorities had stipulated that provided the restrictive
regulations which it was then proposed to enforce
were of such a comprehensive character that they
would be capable of applieation to immigrants from
the British Isles equally with those from India or”
Japan or China, there would be no objection to
them. The Order in Council referred to in the
above message from our Ottawa correspondent
would wppear to have been drafted in accordance
with this understanding.  Artisans or lnbourers
from the United States or the United Kingdom
seeking entry into British Columbia by woy of any
one of the coastal or boundary ports of that Pro-
vince will be subject to these restrictive regulations
until March 31. Indians coming under. them will
therefore be in no worse position than other British
subjects of the artisan or labouring classes. As far
as Chinese or Japanese are concerned, they not being
on the same national footing as British Todians, are
subject to even more restrictive provisions. In the
case of the former they must pay an entrance fee of
£100 ])er head, while the Japanese, although not
compelled to pay poll-tax, are subject to the terms
of certain Treanty obligutions between the British
and Japnese Governments under which the latter
undertake .to restrict emigration from Japan to
Canada. . . )

© The later developments which followed om Sir
Richard McDride's interviews with the British au-
thorities in lngland were practically the result of
the comparative failure of certuin resirictive regula-
tions aSOPted by the Dominion Government of
Canada in thé interests of British Columbia two or
three years ago. Their then purpose was to
prohibit the landing of Asiatics immugrants who
had not journeyed directly from the land of their
birth on’a steamer ticket purchased there. Up to
this time there had been a considerable overflow of
Asiatics from the States of Washington and Cali-
forpia as the result of the anti-Asiatic agitation in .
the Western States of .America. This overflow was .
checked, but the recent opening up of two divect
lines of steamship communication between British
Columbia-and Asia afforded unanticipated facilities
for direct migration from Asiatic ports. Further
restrictive measures therefore became necessary.
In February last the Premier of British Columbia
declared that the policy of his Province was the
“absolute exclusion of Asiatics,”” and as far as that
policy was applicable to Japanese and Chinese there
were no insuperable difficulties in. the way of its
enforcement. Bui. it was-a different matter when -
British Indian subjects were involved. The Cana-
dian immigration authorities have insisted upon the -
-deportation from British Columbia of Indian immi- .
rants for certain reasons which did not apply to
immigrants of Enropean nationality, but the Cana-
dian Courts of Law have interpreted the law and the
regulations thereunder in . favour of the Indians on
the ground that the attempted deportation invelved
an invidious discrimination between British Indians
and other spbjects of the Empire on their entry into
Canada. }t is said to ‘be the purpose of the new
Order in Council to effect restriction without dis-
crimination. :

A Canadian authority in London informed a
-“Morning Post’”’ representative that a general
policy of exclusion of all classes of artisans and
labourers, swhether European or Asiatic, would not
involve British Columbin in any inconvenience for
the four months during which the Order in Council
was to operate, for the reason that there mast re a
general slackening during the coming winter of
railway construction, housebuilding, and even agri-
culture and horticulture. ‘““But,’” he added, “the
whole trovble will come up again after March 31,
when British Columbirz will want white labour.”
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rt 1 . 3 Cross;eiamined by Mr. Dickinson: He séw'de-
The Soorzai Death _lnqun'y ceased in hospital two ot three days previous to

The adjourned hearing T the above matter took his death. .He was admitted from gaol. De-
" place on the 15th inst., before Mr? Th. McDonald, | ceased was predisposed to brain trouble. Any un-
- at Verulam. . ' due excitement, such as thrashing, a fall, imprison-
" Flizabeth Maria Molteno adbered to a statement ment or even the abnormal circumstances of the
made at Bloemforttein on the 18th December, that strike itself would have -been detrimental to him
-she was at the Phoenix Settlement on the 2721 ﬂﬂdttl!mght }1};"5 féagllfe%]hlsl;l,eaﬁh- dIt]would ,depflid
November, and saw the marks on Soorzai’s-back, ; on the everity ot 1a¢ irashing and the man s siate -
which showed that he had been beaten. She saw | of health whether evidence of such thrashing would
him again.the same day when the mounted police- be found under the skin fourteen days afterwards.
han wanted to remove him. - Soorzai said he could here should be staining of the tissues underneath -
pot walk, as he was feeling ill.  Miss Molteno also | even though there were no marks on the skin. He
stated that Soorzai seemed paralysed down one side, | could not conceive, if there had been a flogging
his appearance was very distressing, and he looked | which had caused_ red rldggs, that all traces would
shaken and completely unnerved. A fortnight have disappeared in a fortnight. The deceased was
b ¥ : g A
later she saw the dead body of this man in the hos- nol constitutionally sirong. He had the man under
pital at Verulam., : _ treéltn_]ent ﬁz?bmﬂl;l three years aglo. ng_theﬁ was’
Cross-examined by - Mr. Britter: When she saw suffering from haemorrbage of the bran and cor- .
Soorzai he was wearing a jersey which was rolled rgspondlflg partial paralysis of the left side. Ie
up so that she and others could see the “marks. | 4id not know what was the cause of the first attack.
There wore five or six long ridges. She could not |. By Mr. Britter: When he attended deceased three
say how they were inflicted—uot by a fall, but by veurs ago, he would have recommended o peaceful
some direct blows - lrlfe, frie from'excﬁem%nt, wﬁél onlg light work tﬁ
e e . . lo. ing that deceased . ha een shove
By Mr. Dickinson: Her impession was that the 0. ASSWING :
ridg}-;s were red and raise?l up }‘:)ut not mucli: The down by a fairly strong man, picked up by the left
masks extended ae the back at right angles to hand and shoved down again, he would say that
th(e s;i:: ° Shead‘irctl]sﬂot’gee ELWhethergihe ’sk’i:n was ‘ﬁrm;ld f"“‘{ﬂ“ pari;hof the lcause of dei'f‘th and w;ould
! : 1ot ; e favourable to the condition which it was desir-
}.’el:]kfi’te mitlii‘r‘;as aac}lou:;u:gaglii:ﬁ?& She did not ableldtob a.veri(:l. If he had begn sjaﬁ'boked, l’;ha]:,
. . Lad . . itement and would cause both -
Dr. Fisher, Deputy District Surgeon, said that womdl e undue exc: : - :
he attended the post mortem, along with the other ggg stffgklﬂi,ﬁge:giuﬁpﬂi ggc;lt);lél:;tg in]:fse f(;]rlg
doeors” e had 20 rpor fo ke D, L made | izt b mohing was impostble” e admitie
cxan . : g t a thraslhing co e administered, if slight
port which was handed to bim to read. The re- a . : ! 2
port stated that the deceased died from exhaustion | * er he'avy clothing, which would not lgave marks
P softening of the brain, Deceased graduall a fortnight later, provided that there were no con-
becamme 'weakger and then UNCORSCIOUs ang died as‘rc tusions. Even a slight thrashing that would leave
10.30 a.un. on the 10th December. There was no nodmax:cl-l:ls afteﬁ.a'_ fortn;g(}{t mlgh:‘Z accelerate death
evidence of external violence. There wus an old scar under the conditions o ecensed’s brain. Laying
in the brain, but no sign of recent haemorrhage. - the It)odyton lt’fdbﬁck WOUIil-kn?t 1311(_1 to remg?e the
‘ - . o ) * "1 marks; it would be more likely to increase 4¢he ap-
Cross-examined by Mr. Dickinson: There were| pearance, but not necessarily so. A fall which pro-
no ril?rks oft\ntoleflilcg eltlula:' og;ts;ge or lnaﬁdﬁ- bH& duced two bruises would tend to increase the bad
would expect to Ind marks, 1 e man had been 1t an’ .
thrashed fourteen days previous. There would pro- ?ﬁglggng ft: lalflcll";?a:éstllll: aiglzllliitiﬁ}ll ‘E-Illszfl f: e;:‘::::
bably be found effusion into the muscles and marks | desirable to avert. If all these events happened
?:k the skxﬁ too. If the flesh was raised he would | simyltaneously, they would constitute a danger to
e ot koo fin atot the altoged | T compl £ the witaen
ant. - ) e ged is completed the evidence of the witnesses
f}pggmg , or he should have examined him. He| ¢alled for that day, and the Magistrate adjourned
Erllld ’:strﬂlm‘{‘ ’tl{?lt,b pr:he b&)dy %yngon ﬂ}ﬁ({mck, 11]:Jhe further hearing for a week. In the meantime
¢ marks would be pressed out. Jeceased Was | he would consider whether further evidence should
Iyiug-on his back in gaol also.  He did not think, | be taken, including that of the wife of the deceased. -
if he had received a severe thrashing, that he would ‘By mutual arrangement later the further hearingr
have lain ou bis back. If the marks bad disa.p- was adjourned to the 28th inst. R
peared, 1tlle'.r? Sh(l);uld still be found stains 1nl(t1he tis- o -
sues under the skin.  Any excitement would bring '

on exhaustion. i -
By Mr. Britter: Deceased was not a sirong man. Releas.e of the Transvaal_ :Ladles

He.had a pre('lispositiml to further tg'ouble m the| After serving—three months’ impr-isonﬂlent the
brain. Assuming he was sjamboked, it would have | eleven Transvaal ladies who were arrested at New-
accelemt_ed his death. Assuming he\was shoved | castle during the strike, were released from the
down, picked up by the left arm and shoved down | Durban Gaol, as briefly reported in our last isuue
agein, falling bodily, it might help to bring about | on the 20th inst.. Owing to the existence of mar:
his death. And if, on the top of that, he was ar-| tial law, only a small party of friends was permitted
rested and marched off {o gaol, he would be under | to receive them at the gaol gates. At about 9.30
undue escitement all the time.  Assuming that de-{a.m, Mrs. N, Pillay, Mrs. P. K. Naidoo, and Mrs.
ceased had been sjamboked, pushed, shoved, | K. Murugasa Pillay were released. Miss Schlesin,
knocked down, arrested and put in gaol, such a con-| on behalf of the Transvaal Indian Women’s Assoc-
dition of affuirs would be the very opposite to the|iation, presented the ladies with beautiful bouquets
peaceful life he would recommend to a man afflicted | The “‘ex-prisoners’ then drove to Mr Rustgmieg’é
as he was. In his opinion, a fall on his left side | residence at 110, Field Street where a large com-
could cause two circular bruises under the shoulder. | pany of Indian ladies and others were wailing to
Avy excitement would accelerate the conditions.|meet them. Here, as they entered the door-‘gva ,
It was qulfe COllSIS‘_tellt Wlth‘tl'uth tha? there counld they were ar]andéd by Imam A. X. Bawazeer g;;
ha_\'e been a -t-_hrashmg, prowded the vietim had on behalf of the Natal Iri(lian Asso‘cia{;ion and 3 re-
a jacket and jersey, and for the marks to have dis- | sented with bouquets by Mr. Parsee Ru’stomiae}) on
- appeared a fortnight later. o behalf of the Zoroastrian Anjuman. Lovely bou- -
Dr. Hill, District surgeon, put in his written re- | quets were also presented- on behalf of the Natal
port slready referred to. ndian Women’s Association and Christian Indian
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Women’s Association., The remaining eight ladies
had been detained by order of the Chief Immigra-
tion Officer, who served on them a notice to the ef-
fect that they were considered to be prohibited im-
migrants, and unless they exercised their right to'
‘appeal to the Board forthwith, they would be de-
ported from the Province of Natal. Mr. Polak com-
municated with the Chief Immigration Officer, who
informed him that he had telegraphed to Pretoma
nbout the ladies. It was, therefore, uncertain
whether they would be released. :

Meanwhile refreshments were served to those as-
gembled by Mr., Bustomjee. A few speeches fol-
lowed. Mrs. Polak opened the proceedings with a
few words ofvelcome. She was followed by Miss
Moodley, . who read an address in Tamil- from the
Natal Indian Women's Association. Mrs. Manika
Pather then addressed the gathering in Tamil, and
Mrs. V. Lawrence said a few words in English. Miss
Molteno was asked to speak. She said she was glad
to find that women' were always-ready to suffer for
what they believed to be right. She hoped that, in
the coming nationality which® was being formed,

consisting of English, Dutch, native, Indian and. -

.other races-in South Africa, women would take a
_prominent part. Miss West, who ivas also called
-upon to speak, said that she considered that the
Indian women were fighting not only for India but
for the whole world. Messrs. Imam Abdul EKadir
Bawazeer, Parsee Rustomjee,” Ambaram Maharaj,
and Polak then briefly addressed - the gathering.
Mr. Kallenbach said that in the passive resistance
“inovement the women had taken a great part. They

-had.led the men and shown the utmost-bravery and.

perseverance.  After Mr. C. V. Pillay had spoken
in Tamil, Mr. Shaik Mehiab and his pupils sang
a Hindi song specially composed in honour of the
Transvaal ladies. rs. N, Pillay then thanked
those present for theiy kind reception. In view of
the deaths which had occurred, she thought that it
wis a tjme for mourning. She-and the other ladies
were ready to suffer again when necessary. Mr.
Beethasee Maharaj translated the substance of the
speaker’s remarks into Hindi. -7

At about 11 o’clock Mrs. Bhawani Daysl was re-

leased, and about an hour later the remaining ladies

—Mrs. Thambi Naidoo, Mrs, N. 8. Pillay, Mrs, M.
“Tommy, Mrs. Chinsamy Pillay, Mrs. Perumal Nai-
doo. and the Misses Bailum Murugasa Pillay and

Minachi, who were the recipients of like floral hon-

ours. On their arrival at the reception hall, further
speeches of welcome and congratulation ‘were made,
the speakers being Messrs. Omar H. A. Jhaveri,
“Goolam Hoosen, C. V. Pillay, and the Rev Baillie.
Mr. Shaikh Mehtab and his pupils repeated their
song and then Mr. Polak, Mrs. N. Pillay, and Mr.
-P. X, Naidoo said a_few words. - The final touch

was given by.the singing of ‘“‘Bande Mataram’ in |

Tamil by the Misses M. and T. Moodley, the Migses
D. and C. Naidoo and Miss Marimuthu Naidoo.
There must have been over two hundred present, the
majority. being ladies, the officials and members of
the Natal Indian Ladies’ Association. The six baby
passive resisters must not be forgotten, who shared
their mothers’ imprisonment. They are:- Misses
Seshuma Naidoo, Rajuma Pillay, Angela Pillay,
and Masters Sababady Pillay, Rambdat B. Dayal,
“and Veloo Naidoo. The oldest is under two years
and the youngest five months pld.- ~ :
_ Mrs, Gandhi and all the other ladies who were re-
cently discharged from prison were also present at
the gathering. - :

- - - ~
At Paulpietersburg recently, General Botha is
reported to have said that they (the Gov_'ernment)
would never give in on the ‘‘coclie’’ question where
1t was opposed to the interests or the wishes of the
white race of South Africs, and would allow no
interference from any other country. '

it as an act of discourtesy.”’

The Commission of Inquiry

.The Indian Inquiry Commission opened its first
sitting in Durban on Monday morning, in the Law
Courts. The Commissioners were:~ Sir William
Solomon (chairman), Mr. E, Esselen, and Mr, J. 8.
‘Wylie. Mr. C. de Villiers appeared as counsel fordhe
Government. There were also present: Sir Ben-
jomin Robertson, representing the Government of
India; Captain Clarke-Kennedy, Staff Officer io
General Lukin; and Mr. Polkinghorne, Protector of
Indian Immigrants. The chairman said he had re-
ceived copies of the correspondence which Lad
passed between the Government and Mr. Gandhi, in
which the latter stated that he would not give any
evidence before the Commission, It wns an unsatis.
factory position. - There had been reports of ili-
treatment, and if no evidence was offered nothing

| could be done. No specific charges had been lodged

and therefore there was nothing to investigate. He
did not know how far Mr. Gandhi represented the
Indian community. They were open to receive evi-
dence from any one who cared to bring it forward.
" Mr. De Villiers said that he was prepared to lead
evidence in regard to the affrays at Esperanza and
Mount Edgecombe, at both of which places lives
had been lost. . =~

Sir William Solomon snid that if evidence wus
brought forward only by the police, it would be one-
sided. It was necessarv to have Indian evidence

-also. The Indians were 1n the position of accusers.

They had 'charged officials and the police with using
more force than was necessary. If no evidence was
forthcoming from the Indian side there would only
be the evidence of those who used the force.
Unfortunately the Indians hod not come forward.
They had no power to subpoena witnesses, and if
theykcould, they could not compel the witnesses to
speak. ,

In reply to the Chairman, Mr. De Villiers said
that he did not intend to lead any evidence regard-
ing the grievances. Counsel then proceeded to xive
a resume of the events at the commenc-ment of the
strike—the march across the border, the arrest of
Mr. Gandhi, return of the strikers by special trains,
the spread of the strike to the sugar estates, and
other incidents. He then referred to the affray at
Mount Edgecombe on the 16th November, and to
those at Illovo; Avoen, and Esperanza. He then
went on to the happenings on the 27th November at
Hill Head and Blackburn. )

Lieutenant Clark gave similar evidence to that
given in the recent inquiry held before the Magis-
trate at Verulam. _

Corporal Edward Conquer also gave evidence re-
garding the firing at Hill Head and Blackburn,

A LETTER FROM THE LEADERS. -

The following letter, dated the 26th inst., has
been addressed to the chairman of the Indian Griev-
ances Commission, Durban, by Messrs. Gandhi,:
Polak, and Kallenbach :— -

“We understand that our discharge from impri-
sonment, on the 18th ulto., before the expiry of
our respective sentences, was due to the recommen-
dation -of the ‘Indian Grievances Commission, to
enable the Indian community to have such assist-
ance as we were able to give in order to prepare and
place its case before the Commission, It is, there-
fore, a matter of deep and sincere regret that we
are unable, for the reasons already set forth in the
correspondence between the first undersigned and
the Minster of the Interior, with whose tenour we
anderstand the Commission is already acquainted,
to avail ourselves of the opportunity for which we
are indebted to it.

“We enrnestly trust that our refraining from ap-
pearing before the Commission, in the circum-
stances therein described, will ot be regarded by

’



. Association,
arrangement between Ar.

40

Durban Supports Mr. Gandhi

A mass meeting of Indians, numbering over
4,000, was held, by permission of the Martial Law
authorities, on the Indian T'ootball Ground, Durban,
on Sunday, under the auspices of the Natal Indiarn
to discuss the details of the provisional
Gandhi and Mr Smuts,
and to take action thereon. Mr. Imam Ahdul Cadir
Bawazeer was clected chairman, and amongst those
present were: The Rev. C. IV Andrews, Messrs. W,
W. Pearson, I1. Kallenbach, H. 8. I.. Polak, A. H.
West, and G. Isaac. : .

Mr. Goandhi, hefore proceeding to explain the
terms of the provisional agreement, announced that
Mr. Andrews had received a letter from England
preparing him for the death of his beloved mother,
whom he had expected to meet on his arrival in Eng-
land. He also added that Mr. Andrews was suffer-
ing from fever due to the strain under which he had
worked in Pretoria in connection with the agree-
ment. Notwithstanding these facts, Mr. Andrews
had insisted on attending the meeting. i

Mr. Ganidhi addressed the meeting at length, both
in English and Hindustani, bis remarks being sub-
sequently rendered into Tamil. Mr. Gandhi said
that those to whom he was addressing his remarks
in English would, Ke hoped, have read what had
been published in the papers, but he would give
them the purport of the agreement with the Govern-
ment. At the first interview he had had with Gen-
eral Smuts, he had placed before him three provosi-
tions, the acceptance of any one of which would
have enabled the community to lead evidence batore
the Commission without violating the solemun de-
claration made some time ago or that very ground.
These alternatives were that either the Government
should appoint another Commission_and restrict the
scope of the present Commission purely to a judicial
inquiry into the allegations that had been made as
to ill-treatment and cruelty, while the other should
go into the question of grievances, when the com-

-munity would be able to lead its evidence before

both; or that & member should be co-opted to-the
Commiissicn to represent Indian interests who would
sit specially on the Commission hearing the state-

-ment of grievances as apart from -the allepations of

cruelty, so that the functions of this Commission
could clearly be divided into judicial and political;
or that the scope of the present Commission should
be restricted purely to a judigial inquiry, and that
before the community’s appearance before it, the

(Government should grant the community’s request-

in terms of Mr. Cachalia’s letter, namely, the five

. points (1) the repeal of the £3 tax; (2) the restora-

tion of the status of Indian wives as it existed be-

fore the Searle judgment; (3) the restoration of the
-right of South African-born Indians to enter the
Cape: {(4) the removal of the little difficulty thai still’

exists with reference to the racial bar regarding the
Orange Free State; and (5) the question of the just
administration of existing laws with due regard to
vested rights. The last three points could be dealt
with administratively ; the first two only by amend-
ing leglls]ntlon, and he had ventured to submit to
General Smuts the easiest and the quickest way in
which the matter could be dealt with. General
Smuts had snid that he would consider the matter,

and, after he had considered and conferred with the

Cabinet, he said, in the presence of Mr. Andrews,
that the Government were willing to grant these

- things, but wanted the Commission to sift them,

and that they could not possibly, though they would

_gladly have met the community, meet them at that

stage with reference to its
the Commission. .

Of course, that would create a deadlock, and that
meant either passive resistance and all that that
meant, or it meant a suspension of passive resist-
ance until the Government had had a chance, until
the Commission had had a chance, of doing what

propositions regarding
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they proposed to do, and he had had no difficulty
in coming to the conclusion, after consultation al-
ways with Mr. Andrews, that the community could.
fairly suspend passive resistance, seeing that the
Government had takep up the; what he considered,
reasonable attitude, and seeing also that the Govern-

‘ment were prepared to understand and appreciate

that the community was bound by its solemn obliga- -
tion not to take part in the Commission, and not to -
resent that attitude on the part of the community,
and, as against that, he had-suggested to General
Smuts that, if the community suspended passive re-
sistance, it was only fair that the Government
should release the passive resistance prisouers then
undergoing imprisonment. There then -remained
the very serious questions of the allegations of
cruelty.. What was to be done with regard to those
if the community was not to lead evidence even with -
regard to the judicial aspect of the Commission, and
yet it seemed clear that in the present circumstances
they could not lead evidence. It then meant-that
they should publish a book containing the whole of
the evidence in their possession, and challenge any-
body who wished to bring libel proceedings against
the community, so that in defending the charge the _
community could prove its case. As a passive re-
sister, it immediately occurred to him that there
should be no difficulty in dropping those proceedings.
That would avoid all irrilation, and. in the estima-
tion of those who might think for themselves and
who. knew the history of DPassive Resistance the
community would stand justified. In any case, if
the community could stand justified in the estima-
tion of the Government, and if the community
could ask the Government to appreciate its motive
in not challenging libel proceedings, he felt that
the community could ignorve what the world might
say as to its being afraid now of coming to o court
of law because it had really no evidence, and that
it had simply taken allegations to India in order to
work on feeling there. They must_tolerate such
criticism from the world, for the world would have
something to say against the best actions, but, if .
the Government appreciated the community’s atti-
tude, he felt that, as passive resisters, it became
them to act in that manner. They were not passive
resisters of the purest type. They had, for example,
taken advantage of law and defended actions in law
courts ; pure passive resisters would not have done
that. But they had not yet reached the purest stage
of passive resistance. They must, however, keep
such an idesl actively before them and, perhaps,
one day, they would have made such -an approach
to that state that they wbould be considered perfect °
passive resisters. Till they had reached that stage,
they could not call themselves perfect passive re-
sisters, but they need not therefore remain station-
ary, and he had felt that they might take that step
in advance, and he had come to the conclusion that
that was a proposition that might be submitted to
the Government. The nett effect of the letter writ-
ten to him by the Government and their reply was,
in his opinion, that they had accepted the principle
of consultation, that they had recognised the motive
of the community in dropping the question of the
allegations altogether, that they recognised the
community’s motive in not leading evidence before

the Commission, that they had given an assurance

that they wished to settle the matter in accordance
with the community’s submission, and they -wanted
to do this through the Commission, but they felt
that the community’s demands were so reasonable
and had been so sanctified and strengthened by the
suffering that it had undergone during the past
maonths, that there should be no diffieulty in securing
the recommeéndation from the Commission. They
felt, he.th.oug'ht. also confident because of the pre-
sence of Sir Benjamin Robertson and because of the
prestige that was behind Sir Benjamin Robertson,
that he came not in his individual capacity but as
the representative of the Viceroy, that as such his
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testimony bhefore the Commission was bound to
carry its due weight.  And under those circum-
stances they need not worry themselves, thinking
or fearing what might happen; and why need a
passive resister ever fear so long as he had the
purest weapou-in the -world at his disposal? The
future lay entirely in their own hands, and, holding
that future as firmly as ever, he had no hesitation
in recommending the adoption of the agreement,
and he hoped that the meeting would approve the
action they had taken. At the same time he had
not bound the community. He had bound the
community on occasions when he had gone with a
clenr. mind and when he had known what the com-
munity had already asked for, but on this oceasion
a new situation had arisen, and for that situation
lie certdiinly required the ratification of the com-
munity. e could not possibly bind the community
~with reference to this matter which he had not him-
gelf contemplated. He had therefore stated to Gen-
eral Smuts that he was prepared. to advise his coun-
trymen in accordanece with the tenour of his letter,
but he had not bound the community, so that they
were free agentg entirely and might dismiss the
agreement from their minds if they wished, but
he Lelieved that * they might aceept = it—it
was perfectly honourable, dignified, und would
save ‘an” amount of misery. ~What was more,
they wanted,: i they possibly . could, to
conciliate’ the Viceroy. He had said that, Viceroy
or no Yiceroy, Mr: Gokhale or no Mr. Gokhale, no
matter what friends or the world said, if their
consciences did not approve, if their oath did not
approve, they could not accept their views, .but
when it was possible for them. to keep their oath to
satisfy their counscience, he thought that then they
should go to the utmost length-in meeting the
wishes of their friends, and such a noble Viceroy,
for whom, perhaps, there was no equal except per-
haps Lord Ripon and Lord William Bentinck; and
he did not krow what the Vieeroy might still have
in store for them. DBut that was the picture one
formed of the Viceroy, and that had been strength-
ened by what Mr. Andrews had told him of his noble
(qualities: They ought to _take into account the
Viceroy’'s wishes at-that stage, seeing that it was
possible for them to do so without violating their
oath. Their distinguished countryman, whom
India_had idolised, to whom they offered reverence,
who, while lying on a sick bed, had yet worked for
their cause and made it world-wide and had made
India ring from end to.end with that and nothing

else—Mr. Golkhale—also desired it. X.ord Ampthill |.

also had been saying: ‘“They had a noble cause, they
were bound to win; let-them now stay their hand;
they had made sufficient demgnstration; they had
aroused the conscience of the United Kingdom; let
them now even pive their evidence under protest
before the Commission.’” That view they had been
unable to accept, but they could accept the present
arrangement, From every point of view, the agree-
ment was good, dignined, and worthy of accept-
ance. :

My. Andrews said that he wished, first of all, to”

speak about the great sorrow which had come to

himn, but the love which he had for the people of |

India, his own people who were there, was so great
that he could not stay away from them and wanted |
to be with them. In conuection with the vsit to |
Pretoria, there were two things he wished to spt_aak |
about specially and assure them on. The one thing
was that in that agreement and in all that had been
done and in all the interviews they had had, one
thing had been kept throughout, and that was the
honour of the Indian community. That had never
at any single point been sncrificed to expediency,
but all through, from beginning to end, had ever
been the first consideration. Otherwise, he would |
not be able to stand there before them, who had
suffered 50 much, and speak to them. But because
he knew that at Pretoria their honour had- been

l_{ept throwughout, he was ready to stand there be-
fore them and urge them and ask them to accept the
agreement and to earry it out as it had heen pro-
posel before General Smuts, and he could asgure
them that in no point whatsoever in that agreement
had there been any sacrifice of honour or self-respect
to any Indian in the whole of South Africa. The

second point was that, wlatever might have
happened in times past, on The present  oc-

casion there was the greatest consideration
shown to their leader by every one who met
him there, In spite of the general strike
which was on, in spite of the immense difficulties
of finding time, -General Smuts and others did
their very best to give every opportunity for
the grievances of the Indian community to he
brought before them, and again and again Mr.

‘Goandhi met General Smuts, when Le was invited

to be present. It was for tlhose two rensons—be-’
cause their honour had been preserved and because

‘such great earnestness had been shown by the Min-

isters at Preforia—that he hoped that now a time
had come when a settlement might be reached of
the grievances which had co long been distressing
the whole Indian commuunity. He trusted that they
would accept the proposed Commission freely and
beartily, and that through accepting it something
else might come, and that wus a settlement of all
their difficulties, and he trusted that that might
come in a very short time. -

_ Mr. Polak said that, ns one of the signatories to
the letter to General Smuts, a little while since,
immediately after their last great meeting at that
place, he sirongly approved of the terms of the pro--
visional agreement and sfrongly recommended it
for their acceptance.

Mr. Kallenbach said that he had also been asked
to give his opinion about the provisional agreement,
and he wished fo say that he fully agreed with it.

Mr. Parsee Rustomjee moved the following re-
solution, which was_seconded by Mr. Lazarus Gab-
riel, supported by Messrs. Omar H. A. Johari, P.
K. Naidoo, C. K. Thumbi Naidoo, and Lalbahadur-
singh, and carried unanimously: ‘“This mass meet-
ing of British Indians, held under the auspices of
the Natal Indian Association, after having heard the
terms of the provisional agreement nrrived at be-
tween the Government and Mr. Gandhi, hereby en-
dorses Mr. Gandhi’s action, and earnestly and re-
spectfully hopes that the prayer-of the Indian com-
munity, as set forth in Mr. Gandhi's letter ,will bhe
granted.”’ -

~—

The Indian Goldsmiths of Durban held a receplion
on Sunday morning to the Rev. Andrews und Mr,
Pearson. Mr, Gandhi was present, and received
from Mr. Ambdram AMabaraj, on behalf of the
goldsmiths, a purse containing £26 5s. 3d., being
Ehe (ilmount of a collection for the passive résistance
und.

Next week we hope to give reports of severul
functions at Pretoria held in honour of Mr. An-
drews, including an important speech at one of
them. We also intend to reproduce a portrait of
the poet-laureate of India—Babu Rabindranath
Tagore. :

The following were the conditions of Martial Law
under which the Mass Meeting was held last Sun-
day :—

“No inflammatory language is to be used or .
language calculated to provoke io a breach of the
peace.

“No criticism of the Government’s -past action
is permitted. ‘ )

“The discussion must be confined to the policy
to be adopted arising out of the correspondence

" between.Mr.Gandhi aud Mr. Smuts,”
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The Armstrong Case,

‘The preliminary examination into the charge of
assault brought against Mr, W. (G. Armstrong, af
Verulam, was concluded on Wednesday last before
M. Th. McDonald, Acting Assistant Mapistrate.
A native named Masuku Ngeobo gave evidence that
he saw n number of natives chasing an Indian who
was dressed like an Arab, He also saw Mr. Arm-
strong drive up in a earringe and atterwards strike
the Indian. He was standing about 150 yards away

-at the time. Maula Bux, Indian police constable,
gave evidence that he was married on the 22nd Nov-
emher to the daunghter of Dadoo Sahib. He
engaged one priest, and his father-in-law called in

Maliomed Seepye from Maritzburg, to assist. Tiis
duty would have been to register the marrage under
Mahomedan rites. Seepye was not at the wedding.

. He heard he had been assaulted, .and the followthy
dny he saw the priest. . ‘

. Dadoo Sahib stated that he asked Mahomed
Seepye to come to perforin the marriage ceremony
of his daughter. When the priest arrived about
3.30 in the afternoon of the 22nd- November, he
said that he -felt giddy and upset with the train
journey. He sat down for about half an hour and
tiren said that he would take a short walk and re-

turn. Mahomed Yusuf accompanied him. The
ceremony was to take place at 10 p.m. He heard
of the assault and ran to see what had happened.

Samshay Khan, a boy of about nine or ten years,
‘wtated that he was ihe son of Mukdoon Khan, and
was playing on that afterncon npear some bamboos
not far from the corner of the road leading o Mr.
Armstrong's mill, when Mahonted Yusuf came and
‘told him that Mahomed Seepye had been: arrested.
He reported the matter to his father.

- This closed the examination.

Asked by the Magistrate whether he wished to
say anything, Mr. Armstrong said: *‘l reserve my
defence. 1 admit a common assault under great
provoeation.™’ : _

Mr. Armstrong was committed for trial under the
same bail of £100, on a charge of assault with in-
tent to do grievous bodily harm.

News in Brief

" 8penking as the guest of the Imperial Union Club,
Glasgow, on Dee, 11, Lord Lamington, an ex-(iover
nor of Bombay, said that there was also the diffieulty
as to the position of Indians in South Afries, Can-
ada, and elsewhere. It was not so much the material

“issues at stake, but it was the fact that the literate

clasges of India felt bitterly the raecial distinetion
_enforced on them by the white population in other
parts of the Empire. . It was a most difficult pro-
blem, and had had a very bad effect in India. He
trusted some solution would be found to remove a
very anxious question from the minds of our Indian
fellow-subjects. ‘

In a letter to the *‘Daily News and Leader,”” Sir
Wm Wedderburh says: ““In bis speech at the Na-
tionul Liberal Club, Mr. Bryce lamented the ill-feel-
ing uroused in British Colonies by the immigration of
other races, and asked whether it would not be better
“‘to induce cach race to stay within its own coun.
try 2" Yes, certainly. But what is to be the induce-
ment?  No doubt “Indians, whether cultivators,
traders, or students, would willingly aceept Mr.
Bryce’s *‘stay at home’’ recommendation if.only that
‘““home’’ represented for them fair means of liveli-
licod. It is starvation that expatriates the Indian
cultivator,  Give him a few acres, watered by well
or eanal, and he will gladly remain in his beloved
Mother Country. The remedy is to be found in
honestly earrying ount the policy of India for the

~Indians,” s -

Referring to the East Indian indentured immi.
arant as a labourer in British Guiana, Sir Everard
im Thurn, in a recent lecture on that Colony deli-
vered under the auspices of the West India Commit-
tee, expressed the view that the coolie was not of
much service save on the sugar estates, Sir Everard,
while admitting that indentured labour had in the
past saved tlre situation for the sugar planter,
pointed out that for the more arduous work outside
the sugar area upon which the future development
of the country depended, this form of labour.was un-
suited. It has, he said, been found in practiece that
the East Indian, good as he was as a sugar labourer,
was perfeetly inadeéquate for labour in the interior,
on the mines, or in any work of that sort.. The diffi.
culty - of supervising. him made him- unsuitable.
Where the labour to develop the interior of Guiana
was to come from was a question he was afraid no
man could answer.—'‘Home and Colonial -Mai).”’

A Central News telegram states that, in a striking
speech delivered at Madras, on Dee. 16, at a publie
meetine called for the purpose of expressing thanks
to the Indian Viceroy for his attitude in regard to
the treatment of Indians in South Africa, the Bishop
of Madras, after eulogising Lord Hardinge’s ont-
spoken protest, said that when tyranny was mas-
querading a5 law resistance became a virtue and not
a2’ crime. 'When ‘the Union Governinent said: ‘"We
cannot consider yonr grievances until resistance:to.
the law has ceased,’’ the Tndianx had far more rea-
son on their side in saying: ‘““We will eense our Te-
sistance to your laws when Fou cease to make them
the instruments of eppression.”’

Mr. Woollatt, & eendidate for the Natal Provineial
Couneil (Division of Esteourt), is reported to have
said that the Indian question was ome to be decided.
by Natal. At Weenen, Mr. Chadwick expressed him-
self-as being in favour of the withdrawal of the £3
tax. .- He (the speaker) emphatically said ‘‘No.”
(Applause.) The Indians clearly understood the
situation ; there was no hreach of faith or unfairness.
This was Natal’s trouble. Should they withdraw
the tax they would bé overrun by an Indian popula-
tion, = (Cries of ‘““No’” and dissent.) They had
trouble enough with their natives, and they must
let Government know certainly that the tax must
be retained. The agitation had been bronght abotut
by Indian traders, who wished to inerease their trade
at their expense. : -

Lnglish-speaking men, who ordinarily are given
tlie preference on civie work these days, are scarce
among the gangs pufting in sewer conmections in
Fourth Avenue West, Vancouver, preparatory to
paving, and, according to the City Engineer, they
will not work in tlie same way as the foreigners do.
“The “white’ man won’t stay on the job,”” the City
Engineer is reported as saying. ‘‘“They complain of
taking rheumatism when working in the tretiches,
and all want jobs on top. ILven if they get that
they only stay a few days and then quit.”’-—*“Van-

couver Proviiice,””

In 1912 as much as £47,000,000 worth of vegetable
produce was supplied by lhorny black and brown
hands towards the -world’s comfort! Nearly one-
half of this finds its way in thousands of touns either
to our bathrooms, or to our breakfast, dinner, and’
supper tibles. These products (says the ‘“Econo-
mist’’} hail from lands the white man cannot till,
from the land of the East Indian, of the African
negro, of the Malay, and the mixed races of the
islands of the sea. As the years pass, the brown
man and the black man will become more and more
indispensible to Britain, and if they are to continue
to minister to the world’s comfort, statesmanship
must hasten to remove the injustice from which they
too, often suffer. - S



_JANUARY- 28TH, 1914..

INDIAN OPINION.’

43

Ford Ampthill, writing to “The Times,“ says— |

} cannot be too much insisted that the Indians in
South Afriga are not making any unreasonable de-
‘mand or asking _for anything which cannot qguite
conveniently be counceded to them. The proof of
this is that they are ouly asking for the fulfilment
of promises which have actually been made to them.
If these promises had been kept and if the Indian
cowmunity had been treated with ordinary honesty
and good faith there would not be a trace of this
long-standing trouble at the present mowent either
in South Africa or im India.  On the other hand,
there is 1o excuse for thinking that the present
“alarming situation was unexpected and could not
lave been forseen. It was foretold by all those
who have interested themselves in the question and
who have any knowledge at all of Indian character.

Appavently, according to the “ Deutsch-Ostafri-
kamische Zeitung,’’ the immigration of unemployed
Indians into German East Africa continues unhin-
dered by the immigration laws, which have been
promulgated. The majority of them, it would ap-
pear, eame over from Zanzibar with a passport en-
abling them to remain in German East Afriea a few

" days, but once landed, it is suggested that they do
not leave the country. The newspaper urges that
“&irohger measures should he taken to guard against
“the Indianm evih. - . - : '

. Writing in the December number of the “‘Im-
“pire Review,” Lord Ampthill condemns the atti-
tude of the Imperial Government with regard to
the sitnation in South Africa, He says the Gov-

. ernment are no doubt congratulating' themselves
that- Parliament is not now sitting, for if it were
“thev would find it difficult to prove that the present
deplorable situation is not due to their own indif-
ference and incompetence. The present Colonial
Seeretary and his two immediate predecessors have

- one and all failed to understand that the solution

of this problem is of vital importance to the Em-.

‘pive, .and the Government have treated the ques-
ton in a most perfunctory manner. T

~The Indian Association -of vereeniging has tele-
. graphed congratulations to Mrs. Shaikh Mehtal for
the bravery she has shown in the present struggle.

On Friday last, Mr. M. P. Fancy, the hon. secre-

. tary of -the Hamidia Islamic Society of Johanues-
burg, left for India with his family by the S.S.
‘Palamkota. My. Fancy has done important work
in connection with the passive resistance struggle,
which the Hamidia. Islamic Society throughout
has, performed distinguished service. ~ Its chair-
man, Imam Abdul Kadir Bawazeer,- has been in
Durhan for some time seyving the cause to the best
of his shility. We wish Mr. Fancy a safe return.
Mr. Fancy, before his departure, collected in the
Trapsvaal and in Natal a sum of about £1,500 for a

school and the restoration of the anclent

irls’
§[osque at Rander, his native town.

On the 2lst inst. Messrs. Brijmohan, Somar,
Sheikh Farid, Ram Parkas, Chinappan, Bagerty,
Ramkelawan, Keeshun, Muthoo, and Golul were re-
leased from the Durban Gaol; on the 23rd inst.

. Messrs. T.. Poonsamy Naidoo, Pappiah, P. Ramkis-
. sen, R. Pillay, Ramsamy Govinder, and Authouy.
. Sebastian, and on the 26th inst. Messrs. Manilal
Gandhi, Veera Francis, Bhaga Mancha, Supiah Pil-
lay and Aunamaly. They were met at the gaol gates
by {riends, nccorded the usual floral honours. and
~ taken io Mr. Rustomjee’s house, where refreshments
_ were served. ] :

Two well-known passive retisters, Messrs, 8.

Muthukuwara Padiachy and Arumuga Padiachy,
~ left for India on the 24th inst., per 8.5. TUmfuli, on
~ a short visit. The former served four terms ol -
prisonment during the last campaign—one at Jo-
" hannesburg and the latter three terms at Protena.

-

On the 18th inst., Mr. G. M. Moodaley, of Tm-
geni, held a reception at his house to enable Mr.
Peaxson to meet the farmers of that district. Among
those present were Messrs. Gopa_ Maharaj, Bujar':
angi  Muaharaj, Nyanah Raj, Veloo Moodaley,
Clhinsamy Moodaley, and Gurusamy Moodaley.
After luncheon, Mr. Pearson visited the farmers of
Sea Cow Lake, and thereafier drove to the Phcenix
Settlement.

. A Cruel Case

AMr. Cassim Karodia, a British Indian, the owner
of landed property in Dordrecht, the holder of a
generat dealer’s licence, a registered voter for Pare
Hamentury, Provineial Council, and Town Council
representatives, paying from £60 to £70 monthly
to the Government for railage on goods, had te un-
dergo, during the month of December last, a
strange and painful experience. He is now in Dur-
‘ban. He holds domiciliary rights both in the Cape
and in Natal. He wanted fo pay a ¥isit
to Durban in December last on apecial busi-

ness.  No. Indian lLad ever any difficulty in
passing through the Orange "Free State by-
train. Mr. Kurodia held a return ticket

to Durban, and, on the 26th December, he reached
Ticksburg, where he was rudely taken down by the
Immigration Officer. Mr. Karodia protested and
said that he did not want to get out of the train at
any stations in the Free State, and that his destina-
tion was Duwrban, where he had a legal right to go.
'The Immigration Officer would not listen to Mr.
Karodia, who was a second-class passenger. M.
Karodia was locked up at the Charge Office. The
Immigration Officer wired for ingtructions, we sup-
pose, to the Minister of the Interior and, after three
days, n feply was received to the effect that Mr.
Karodia was to be put across the border and re-
turned to the Cape Province, which was done. He
was, therefore, obliged to take the steamer to Dur-
ban from East London in order to get here. No
wonder that there is amongst the demands of pns-
sive resistersone for a just administration of the
existing laws with.due regard to vested rights, The .
Union Immigration Act was intended to be n lib-
eral measure, and not designed to disturb existing
legal rights or practice, but it has succeeded in dis-.
turbing both.

Alr. Rivhard Jebb writes in the "*Morning Post™ that n short
way out of the whole Indian trouble would be to transport: the-
community 1o British Guiana, where Indian coolies are a regular
part of the industriul population, But apart from the fact
that British Guinna could not at the moment necommodate so.
large an additional population, those Indians in South Afriea
who have worked their way up from being coolies to professionsl’
or commercial life would certainly not consent te rovert to the-
manugl status of their parents.  Here, indeed, is the begin-
ning of n worse grievance, 8ays the “Saturday Review.”” The
alternative suggestion that the Iodians should be sent fo the
Northern territory of Australin—Australind, as it was once
marked upon the maps—is equally impossible.  The Common-
wealth would not have them. The exclusion policy of Aus-
tralia, uniike that of South Africa, has always been clear audk
definite. nnd there is no reason whatever why it should change
because . South Africa ia in difficultiea.

It may not be advisable, soys the *“‘Fast Anglican Daily
Times.” to permit an unchecked flow of Indian immigration:
into suclt a1 comparntively sparsely populated country- ns Soullr
Africr.  But to impose on Indians degrading disbilities, gl
to muke them the victims of harsh and unjust laws iz to casl
discredit on Imperial Government, and to weaken British in.
fluence in the great Indinn Empire itsell ... . . The recently
issued Blue Book on the Natal Indian questions proves cou-
clusively sume of the gravest contentions of leaders of the pre-
sent agitation, for it shows that even unindentured Indins
occupy a semi-seryile status which is as injurious to the ‘‘amour
propre’” of the educated as it is vnjust . .. . . As for tho
nse of minea snd compounds for the purpose of imprisonment.
with “nt lenst ene trajned warder in charge’ nnd the rest of
the prison guards unofficial—that is to say members of the mine
stalis, under whom prisoners perform hard labour—this very
closely burders on siavery. Tt is searcely to be wondered ot
that public opinion in India is immensely inflamed, ond that
there is n demand fer an immediate, impartial and acarching
inquiry.
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| It is obvious {sa)-'_s the “Alnwick Gazette™) that the solution

) ? 12
t be the forcible deportation of the entire Indian popu
;?;::noo[ gouth Africa, which is now very large, nor can ‘t Il:e
the taxation of that population until it dieappears from the
country. Thoso are methods which do not consort with t%e
freedom which the white population itself enjoys, and t:;
influence of the British Government will be consistently directe
against them. . - ; et 1h .
The truth is (says the “British Weekly™) that the system
of insenlt-:ln-ed na{tive labour is unsuitable for a world-wide Em-
pire which unites many races under its flag.

ituation in Natal, where the strike of Indians is assum-
in;gr l:::ri!-:nuls proportions, and threatening the valuable sugar qr«;p,-
forcibly illustrates the dangers of tampering with principies
evolved throngh generations of study and experience in tll'ne
task of governing so-called subject races (says the *‘Econcmist”).
The.policy which has guided the Indian administration in.the

" emigration of coolie labour has always been that of perma-

colonisation, - This view was forcibly set fork by Lovd
'Slfllllitsbury when, as Secretary of State for India, he wrote in
1878 :—“Above all things we must confidently expect, as an
indispensable condition of the proposed arrangements, that the
Colonial laws and their administration will be such that Indwan
settlers who have completed the terms of service to which they
agreed, as the return for the expense of bringing them to the
Colonica, will be in all respects free men, with ]Jr_lvnlc?es no
whit inferior to those oé- any other class of Her Mf_r;eal._r{ 3 aub-
jects resident in the Colonies.””  The present difficulty has
arisen because South Africa—but Natal in particular—now re-
fuses to abide by the ‘indispensable condition.” Natal, like
most British colonies, greatly desires tho native coolio as a cheap
indentnred lobourer,  The only use Natal has for him as a
free man is immediate shipment back to India. - :

- Referring to the Natal indentured system, the *Yorkshire
Daily. Observer’” says that- when a coolie has finished his tune
he naually finds himself deeply in debt to his employer, thunks
to a cugping manipulation of the truck system, and tPe Ly
alterna open to him is to reindenture or starve. 'This is
the chafacteristic feature of what in South America they call
“peonage.” A good, plain English word ‘for it.will occur to
anyone, : -

The course of events in Natal can only be deseribed as peril
ons in the extreme—and its perils attack the welfare of Sunth
Africa much less than they do Lhe peace of our Indian Em-
pire, thinks the Pall’ Mall Gazette.”” The South African
Union hag laid ypon it in this proplem of the Asiatic com-
munity a responsibilily far transcending its own borders. Its
difficulties we do not minimise for a moment. Theories of |
civil rights are in conflict with some of the hardest of-racial
and economic facts. Buib we must earnestly hope for a states-
manship that will realise the vast Imperial interests at staké and
the duty of shaping South African policy so that it will not
provoke convulsions of which the reaction must. be almost lit-
erally world-wide. .

1t is impossible that the Imperial Government can look on
at this movement without the gravest concern. It is answerable
to Indin, and it cannot escape responsibility for what is done
in South Africa. The people of Indin do not understand and
will not accept the plea that it is unable to persuade the South
African Government to accept the Imperial view of the case.
If disorder spreads, it may presently be asked to permit Im-
perial troops te be employed in controlling the atrikers; and
though it may protest that it is concerned simply o protect life
and property, it will ‘cortainly be eupposed in India to have
taken aides against the Indipne , . . , . . Of course we
(*"Westminster Gazette') do not pretend that the Indian ques-
tion will be settled by either the removal of the tax or the ra.
moval of the restrictions, An enlightened and humans policy
will need to be worked out quita apart from restrictive mea-
sures. Though further immigration is stopped, the Indiang in
South Africa are a large and increasing number, and they can-
not be forcibly deported or taxed ont of the country. - The
danger that they may lower the standard of life ia certainly no
idle fenr, but it can only be removed by a serious efiort teo
raise their standacd ond to educnte their children to a level
of existence which is comparable to that of the European. .

The Liberal Press {says the “Morning Post™) are at present
using hurd Janguage about the treatment of the Natal cooliea.
Thoy should remember that South Africa was granted its pre-
zent Constitution by the present Imperial Government, and that
that Constitution contained no safeguards either of native or
lmperial rights. Neither the native nor the British Indian was
i any way protected when the Liberal Government had the
power to procct him.  With credulous optimism and an entire
oblivion to the history of South Africa all these rights and in-
terests were left unguarded. One chicken is now coming home
to roost, and_there is the usual vielent outery when vigilance
no longer avails,

It is to be hoped that the fact (if wao may accept it as a
fact) that the Indinns in South Africa are resuming work will
not delude the Union Government into supposing that the
truubl_e is onding, says the “Star.” Although the Indiaus may
be frightened back to work, there will be no lasting peace
until their admitted grievances are righted. -

The question of the Indian immigrants’ grievances has reached
a phase of acute difficulty and danger, thinks the “Daily Tele-
graph.’” There are those who seriously tell us thdt the feeling

awakened in India by the treatment of Mr, Gandhi and his -

followers in the recent protest moverient is as dangerons ay
anything known since the Mutiny. The campaign of the In.

dians in Natal and the Transvaal constitutes one of the most _

grave complications of Imperial interesta that have ever arisen ;-

and it is strange and deplorable to sec the Government of the
great Dominion concerned unable to face the situation, absorbed
in the public-washing of its party’s dirty linen at the Capetown
Congress . The complaints of the Transvaal -Indiang

against the restrictions of the new Iinmigration Law, and of -

the Natal Indians against the £3 poll tax, are urged with pus.
sionate sincerity and full readiness to face the extrems conse-
quences- of resistance to law. They declare that definite
pledges given to their leaders hive been deliberately broken;
and the intensity of sympathy with which their protests are
regarded in India raises the matter to the highest plane of
Imperial significance. It behoves General Botha's Government
to act promptly, arfd with a full sense of responsibility io the
“‘Empire, as well as to South Africa.

The treatment of indentured coolie labourers by fhe Natal -

autharities smounts to a scandal (says the “East Anglican Daily
Times") and has caused strong feelings not only ameng Indians
n that Colony but also in the great Eastern Empire whence they
come. The misbehaviour ang cruelty of certain employers fo.
wards their men have helped to foment the feeling which has
arisen on several of the plantations, mines, and compounds, and

it has been plainly shown that there is one law for the men

and quite another for the masters.

General Botha and his Cabinet- have shown a
lack of statesmanship in dealing with the question, is the view
of the ‘“Newcastle Daily Chronicle.” If the promises made
to Mr. Gokhale had been redeemed, the present disturbances
would never have occurred, and the responsibility for ihem
rests, therefore, rather wpon the Ministry than upon the mal.
contents The British Indian population has, on the
whole, behaved itself admirably. Its conduct during the re-

cent labour troubles was characterised by restraint and dia- -

cretion, and that it has justice on its side is testified by Lord
Ampthill and others. whose opinion carries weight. '

These planters” apparently, says *“Vanity Fair,” look- upon
our Indian fellow subjects as-mere bits and scraps of. human
machinery—chunks of flesh and bone which ean be brought from
our greatest oversen possession, scattered over the fields, or
thrust-down into the mines, .and kicked, -cuffed,
and knocked about until their period of indenture is over and
they have made 300 per cent. or 400 per cent. profit- for their
master, when they may be packed hke sardines in a tramp
steamer and dumped on India again. ’

Weare not dealing here with an inferior race but with people
of high intelligence and civilisation.
if properly treated, would be—a source of strength and pros.
perity to South Africa, and it is, in fact, their industry- and

commercial aptitude, theic very virtues as settlers and “traders

in o semi-tropical climate,

feeling with which they are
ing Chronicle.” - They are in ho sense a danger to the com.
munity, though their effectivé competition in varions walks in
life is feared. . That they are British subjects, and, as such, en-
titled to the privileges of British titizenship, makes a powerful
appeal to our Imperial instincts, If the British Empire- is to
be anything more than a swaggering sign of power, an im.
posing svmbol of Imperial. bluster Aaunted in the face of She
world, it cught to afford effective protection to.its citizens pvery-
where throughout the Empive aind ought to be so welded taget-

which create the jealousies and ill-

her in real unity that no part of it should be able to injure and -

oppress the citizens of any other part.
rights for British citizens everywhere
upon which it is founded,
than a name.
continued degradation of British-Indian subjects should show
that we are a long wa
perial uaity and consoli

‘The recognition of equal
re ought, 10 be the keystone
or Imperinl unity becomes little more

ation, .

.. We (*The Times”) fear, however, that the present relaxation
of tension js only temporary. -The scle prospect of a stable
settlement lies in a determined effort on the part of the Im-
périal Government. ‘Tho queation at issue- concerns equally the
national sentiment of South Africa and of India. South African
Jopinion is articulate and - responsible. Indian opinion ‘s
less easily ascertained and consequently  more | vele-
mently expressed by these who claim to represent it. But its
existence cannot be denied. This is the essence of tha difficulty
and the real obstacle to-a permanent solution of the Indian gnes-
tion in South Africa. It is peculiarly the function of the Im-
perial Government to mct as arbitrator in & case of this kind,
yet we sce few signs that
sponstbility in the matter,
able reply of Lord Crewe to n deputation of Inmdian sympath-
1sers some weeks ago, but that speech did not absolve tho Primo
Alinister and his colleagues of their collective duty. The
Indian question in South. Africa involves on the one hand the
claim of a self-governing dominion to mAanage its own affairs;
on the other hand, it affects the rights of His Majesty’s sub-
jects in India as British citizens. = There issues are vital to
the Empire, and no Government which calls itself Imperial ean
afford to adopt a meiely negative nttitude towards them,
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thrashed-

Recent events in Natal and the delibernte and’

yet from realising this idea: of Im-.

the Cabinet has recognised its re- -
We gladly recognised the edmir- -

very decided .

They ought to be—and, -

regarded, says the ‘‘Oldham Even. .



