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'GENERAL SMUTS AND THE £3 TAX
HE following telegram was sent by the Natal | Speech by General Smuts .

Coalowoer's Association to the Minister of the
Interior on the 25th ultimo :—~ .

- .

“ At joint meeting of representatives of coal, sugar,

and agriculture industries, beld this morning, Mr.

Gandhi stated that present strike of coal mines was.

specifically due to lailure of Union Government to

. carry out definite promise given by them repeatedly A

that the annual tax of ,£3 would be repcaled. He
states that a promise or assuzrance whs given definitely

to Mr, Gokhale, and that this is confirmed by a state.
ment made by Lord Ampthill io the House of Lords,

and reported in Blue-book, without reservation s to
meb, women, and childrer. Mr. Gandhi states that
Indians will be immediately advised to rusume work,
-regardless of any other grievances, as soon as Govern-
ment give assurance that they will carry out their
promise. \After hearing Mr. Gandhi, the meeting
resolved that the Union Government be asked to eay
whether they gavs assurance rggarding L3 tax men-
tioned by him, and as confirmed by Lord Ampthill in
the House of Lords; whether said wssurance applied

to men, women, and children, and, it not, what were

the reservations, if any? The meeting would be glad

to koow, also, what the presenl intentions of the -

Government are in regard to tax of £g. In view ot
" the extention of the strike daily, they would be indebted
_for immediate intormation for guidance of further joint

meeting to be convened immediately such reply is

received.” - : .
- “ The Minister's Reply ..

‘The reply from the Minister was as follows : “ With
regard to your telegram, Government never gave such
promise as Mr, Gandhi slleges,.either to Mt Gokhale
or anybody elsewhere. Mr. Gokhale at interview with.
some members of Government, made strong point of
repaal of £3 tax in Natal. Government replied that
tax was ummportant from révenue point of view, but
wa3 imposed as matter of policy in Natal. Government
promised to coosult Natal members ol Parliament,
and if thty had no objection on ‘grounds of policy,
Government would take question’of repeal into favour-
able consideration, ut thelr
promise by consultig Natal members, the majority

of whom objected to repeal ot tax, otherwise than -

aflecting women and children. Government feel that
promise of repeal under present state of aflairs would
_be a public disaster, with consequeaces which none
can foresee, and are not disposed 10 consider it.” With
- }\[r. Gaodhi, repeal of tax is an after-thought, and is
intended to influence Natal Indians, to whom the real
" grounds on which he has sterted his passive resistance

movement, acd which never included this tax, do not
appeal . D - T

Government carrigd guy thair 1.

General Smauts addressed a meeting of the South -
Alrican Party at Pretoria on the z8th ultimo and .in
the course of bis speech, which'was delivered in Dutch,
be is reported. to have said that the Indians, being -
iocensed at an old Natdl law under which they were
originaWy satisfied to live in that Colony, also had
recourse to strike methods. - There was no hope for -
the Indians, but every risk in steps of that kind. - It
was said that the Govenment had promised Mr. Gokhale
to repeal the 43 tax, but he emphatically. denied that.

"~ The Government had toid” Mr. Gokhale that fiscally
" the tax was of little account, but it had been imposed
as-d matter of policy, and if the Natal members of
Parliament” did ndt object to'the repeal-of the tax, the
Government would consider it. Those members, how-
ever, had decidedly objécted, and the Government had
" consequently kept all it ever promised. ~The Indians!
were being misled, and any Government worth -its salt -
would put itd foot down when attempts were made at
every turn to coerce the public, because these ‘could -~
only lead to revolutions in the long run: He again
warned the Indians in Natal, that they were going~the -
WIONE WAy, . | L.t AT e
* " General Botha Supports - ---,

General Botha, speaking at Nylstroom, said that he * -
was present at the interview with Mr. Gokhale. Heouly .
wished to say that he agreed with and endorsed every
word spoken by Mr. Smuts in regard to that interview, -
and in regard to what took place. * At any rate,” said
General Botha, * we shall do nothing by which your.
rights will suffer.” This was in reply to the Nylstroom -
Municipality who, in their address to General Botha,
had urged the Governmeant to take up d strong attitude
on the Asiatic question. . .~ . . T o ¢

- Mr. Gokhale’s Statement

.Upon the publication of Mr. Smuts’s statement re--
garding the 43 tax, the Natal Indian Association
telegraphed as follows to Mr. Gokhale, at Poona ;— . -

“ Government deny having given you- undertaking
repeal tax. Please cable.” . R
. Mr. Gokhale replied as follows :— -

« DeEmiTa~assurance repeal tax.” -Asked for the

LITUL renss

authority to make an annotnSeRent. The Ministers
said it was pecessary to mention the ms . ael at *‘ﬁrst to.
the Natal members, and suggested I shoulu oely -
state that Ministers had promised most “favourable
counsideration.” - . L
.A Breach of Faith . -~ -~
The foliowing resolutions were.adopted unanimously” -
at a meeting on the 29th ultimo of the Natal Indiam: -
Association :— I . 4
, “The Natal Todian Association, having receivel

A

-

1
, rom the Hon. Mr. Gokhzle a distioct reaffirmation ef .

s .



Cayz

INDIAN OPINION

NovemsEr 5TH, 191 3

the Ministers’ promise to him to repial the £3 tax, is
constrained to believe that, in iepudia&inf their solamn
“undertaking; the Government bave acted in bad faith
both towards Mr. Gokhale and the Indian community,
ind tifged Mipisters to tedeem their pledge in the
piext session of Parliament, fof the sake of the ?ood
fiame of thé Europedn populatiun."—Jroposed from

e chifiir b Mr, Haje# Dawad Mahomed.

«The Natal Indian Association ‘strabgly protests
against Mr. Smuts’s statement that, bad not the £3
tax question been brought forward Natal Indinns would
not have supported Mr. Gandhi’s demands ; the Asso-
ciation is of opinion that it.would be manifestly
impossible for ah? Indian to accepl a raclal bar in the
Immigration Law, in view of the past history of the
passive resistance movement, and the fact that rtacial

"Jegistatioh was resisted by Natal Indians 20 years ago;
" or to assent to the taking away of existing rights, such
a5 that of South African-born Indians to enter the
--(i‘gpe as uucier the repealed Cape Act, or to submit to
‘the déprival of the legal status 6 Indian wives of
- i facts monogamows marriages.”-<Proposed by Mr.
" 1,.A, H., Moosa and seconded by Mr. Bryan Gabriel.
o e T ME Gandlif’s Telégram < -
* Tte Iollowing telegram has békn sent to the Midister
of Ihteriod; Pretotia, by Mr. Gatidhi rom Newcastle :—
. " WHave read Govérnment reply Natal Collieries
Absociatioh, Beg draw Mivister’s attention fact promise
ts Mr: Gokhalé mentiined Mt. Cachalit's letter, also
fiig letter Septembet 28th. Ko repudiation then made.
Repeat ta? though Bnly Bow madé matter passive
resistatice cettainly hot atter-thought as could be proved
frdm vigcttientary éVidebce in posses$ion Government:
Have fepeatedly stited Indfad employes under inden-
"titee not bélng brought oiit for other points ol passive
- fesistiite.  Independedt Natal Iddian® certainly fight-
. ing ot pedéral prouiids. Marriage, South Africa-born
- Indlidbs tp enter Cape, Immigratioh Act, Licensing
" Act testions affect Natal .infinitely more that other
Provindes. Goteriment caontt coltiplain ol stiike
“besing ‘ample dotick Was giveh, ~ Ahg case tespect-
felly ask Minlstets not tréat Sttiké &4 threat, bat
amghatic Expression of intense. Feeling against tax,
. Hindréds oi puot helpless and comparatively ignotant
jicaple will ot lidten to, faricied untelt grievances or
grievances seriobis i thediselves, biit based upor
theary,. - L therelore appeal to" Minister to consider tax
- question upoh -merits only,! . , .
oo 4 Pregé Cominents '
t The Natal Mercury, in a leadersite on the 29th
. ultimp, Fays, in regard to the Goveroment having con-
. sulted_ the Natal members about the tax: —Unfor-
tunately, the majority ol the members ot Parliament
for Natal can hardly be said (o represent the political
“ gentiment of the majority of the people of the Pravince.
* They -belong to the Government party, and would;
doubtless, vote on this, as on other qu-stions, according
to the wish of the Government. The matter is one
on which the Government might very well have been
asked to deéclds for themsdlved od grounds of expediedey
ahd equity, - : o,
‘Rémarking Gipoht Mt. Stiuts’ detfaratlon that the
 ptoliise of répeal under the present state of affairs
would be & public disaster, dur conteiiporary Adds:

" The obvious commént is tHat the Government bava.

REpet] to bitig abdut this state LR ving
.éhulﬂ'b_ Brevanceiptiimedied, Thé plesent trouble
é.?ﬂ? s d thé Government's prdc:ps’tinhtlon and
~qliivocation, and it i§ for them to find 4 digdified wiy
out of the difficulty. .
The next day, the Mercwry again' refetred to the
ruatter editorially atd sdld> Mr. Smuts was psepared
to be guided by the advice of the majority of the Natal
members of Parliament on the matter. We have reasan
to believe that there was a_sharp division of opinion
pmongst the Np:al members when Mr Smiytp conanlt-d
them, aog that the division did 1ot occur on party

[l

lives, It is another question whether the Government
ought not to have adopted 4 policy of their owa, sad
we do not doubt that it they had decided for repeal
they could have got their majority to sanction it.

» . Views 6f Members of Parllament

With reference td the statement made by Mr. J. C.
Smuts (Minister for the Interior), to the effect that
Government promised to cousult Natal members of
Parliament oa the question ol the repeal ol the £
tax on Indlang, and if they had no objection on
grounds of policy, Government would take the question
-bf repeal into evourable considiration, Governmient
carried out their promise by consulting Natal members,
{says the Natal Advertiser) the majority of whom ob-
jected to the repeat of the tax, otherwise than affecting
women and children. Further -inquiries were made
of the local members of the Legislative Assembly and
it was found that there was no divergence ot opinion
regarding the advisability of the abolitioh ot the tax.
{t was strange, however, to learn, despita Mr. Situts’
statement that the Natal members were consuited by
him upon the matter, that two of Durbun's members,
Messrs. Silburn am{ Boydell weré newver invited to
attend Lhe meeting, although th:y aré both in lavour
ol the repeal of the tax.

Major Silburn

Maujot Silburn expressed himselt in his usual forceful
and pithy manner. He said: * Mr. Smuts met me
in the lobby of the House, tnd asked me for my
opinion with reference to the tax. 1 said that
I wat always opposed to it, becnuse there was no
principle in it. In my-opinion it was sb opposed tp
the obvious purpose of desiring the Indian peogle
to re-inderture, that it totally fuiled. Fuarther than
that 1 got it irom Mr. Fischer himsell, dorlng a visit
to Pretorid, that be (Mr. Fischer) had inlurmed Mr,
Gokhale that the tax would be raised.  Mr. Smuts 1aid
that he proposed to invité the Natal members to meel

" hini in order to discuis the question fully; but 1 did

Hot receive #n invitation to sttend the meeting, aod
I fyiind out aiterwnrds that only the Natal mtembers

- known to be in sympdthy with the tax were Invited to

attend the meeting, ad I question whether a wnjority
of the Natal membets were present; No one i1 mora
desirous than I of sceing South Africa free of the
Iridians, but 1 want the guestion to be discussed upon
constitutional Hres, and with justice to the Indians.”

Sir David Hunter -

Sir David Funter said that he wos one of those
invited to the meeting, and he was sirongly in favour
of 1he repeal of the tax, Throughout the last session
he continpally asked the Government as w their
intentions regurdinp the tax, dnd he was Always met
with the reply that the question was bnder coonsidera.
tion. He could say that Senator Murshall Campbetl,
one of the largest éhdployers of Indiagt labour; was
dlso strougly in lavout of thik dbolition of the tax,

. Mr. Boydell

Mr. Thomas Boydel, the lubour member for Grey-
ville; was found appropriately enough at the usual
Wednesday afterqoon meeting ot his parly at the
Railway Gates. While Mr. Kentridgu was vigorously
wepounding  matters of ‘momeont, the membor found
time to unswer & GQuestion dpon the subject under
notice, _

Mr. Boydeli says that he, for one, was never referrad
to upon the question of the £3 tax repeal, and had
he been Tonsulted would certainly have been in favour
of that course,  Mr. Boydell says he is just as much
against that tax as he is against the poll-tax on white
people. ‘1 have,” he added, * protested against the
poll-tax, and Consider dhy dimilar measure an métlsdcu
10 4ny section ol the comimunity. It eabnot be de-
frndad upon 1+ § prirciples of jus-ice or equality. Tt
was pot really imposed with a view to makiog those
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pronle seturn to India, but to make them re-lndenture.

Had #t been imposed with a view (0. making them

return it would have been enforced more strictly thane
_it pow is, for very few licences are collected.

41 thiok the meaning of the paragraph io the tele-
gram that 'the Government carried out their_promise
bi consultiog the Natal members, the majority of
whom objected to the repoal of the tax otherwise than
as #flecting women aud children,’ is that the Natal
members who wers of the Government party wera
consulted only. That is the only conclusion I cap
comie to at aoy rate and as those members are mostly
interested in tea and sugar, they would naturally be
against the repeal of the tax, becauss it would interfere
with Indian re-indentures. I do not know of any Natal
mémbers outside that party being consulted, while 1
can "’quae you that neither I nor my party were referred
to at all.

PIE-CRUST PROMISES

There seems to be 4 taint in the public morality of
the leading Ministers of the Crown in South Africa,
In 1908 General Smuts undenisbly promised Mrn Gan-
dhi to repeal the Transvaal Asiatic Act of 2907, He
broke that promise unblushingly and denied having
made it. A prominent Europern sympathiser; whe Was
endeavouring to effect a nctiiement, came away Irom an
interview with the Minister with the belief that be appar
ently did not consider it dishonourable to fail to keep
faith with £ coloured man: The CGovernmsol gave a
writted undertaking, in ro11; td remove the racial-bar
from the statute-hook, as to immigration, rnd to preserve
existing rights. The Imm:zratiod Act of 1913 fails to
carry out either undertaking, and would have failed £till
mora flagrantiy bad it not been for the patriotie activities
of the Qpposition  When Mr. Gokhals met the Minis-
ters at Pretoria, last year, they gave him a clear assurance
that thep would introduce in the next scasion of Patlias
mant a Bill to repeal the tax. It is significaht, though
pot altogether unexpected, that General Smuts should
deoy that such an uudertaking was ever given; and that
General Botha, who bolstered up General Smute’ 2ot of
bad faith, in 1908, should bava corroborated the latter's

‘denial nows With existing standards of political morality
perhaps nothing else was to be hoged for from these
- " gtatesmen,” But, for [ndians, Me. Gokbale's emphatie
reiteration of the promise is more theb sufficient to con-
vince them that it was made to him: His publie record
is unblemished and he does not consider himseli dis-

~honoured when he has withdrawn statements for which

.

he Fas made himsell respohsible aid whith he has.
subtequently discovered to be inaccurate. But s the
Indian objection to the £3 tak wad hdvar based Lpon

thu giving or not giving of a promise to répeal it, 83 How

. it {s absurd th suppose that IddidHy, who have uidet-
taken prssive resistavice until ity repeal, will tetraiit from
attion merely beesuse of & denial ot the proniise by
Miniaters whode political serupulousriess is hot beyond
Teproach.
 General Smuts would now didke it appear that the
Government are prevedted ltun taking femedial aetion
because of the strike. This, like Al else that emanates
frotn the Ministér st the present time an thi§ subject,
is sheer misrepresentation of the facts. He #as not
likely, of course, tu mention, even tasuully, that, Weeks

" .betore the strike commenced, beford ¢ven ordindry pas:

sive resistance commented, he was irged and implored
br Mr. Gandhi to give 2n assurante that t‘epealmg) legis-

< lation would be ihtroddted by thé Goverdtikat hext

session. There ¥as ko cotreion theh-—for that mittet
ther¢ Is none now; unless s pikific Hémbhstration of
intensity ol feeling may bé this deveribed—and the

Ik

condemns bis sincerity and his statesmanship, The
position to-day is that the Indian passivé resisters are
tiow bound to insist that the Govetnmett carry out theit

gledgev,and to eatry out theit own-=to Petsist to the
ittet end—1t otdet to doso. - ‘

Lﬂ_—_—-_—m
Views of Members of Parliament (contd.)
- Mr. H. Meylet SN
Mr. Meylor, upop being interviewed, said +—- :
“ True to the principles of the present Govermnment
the Mipister bas ooly told half the truth, :

“ Mr. Smuts certaioly did discuss tha question of -
the £ 3 Indian fax with some of the Natal ntembers,
but bis meetiog with them was beld when the House
was actually sitting, and it was difficult to give sny
fAwme to the nistter. -

" It was only by chitice that I heatd of the mebtlag,
dnd one of the Natal members assured fie gestefddy
that ke krew nothing at alt about i L.

“ The metbers ptesent weré usdnions ont the
poidt that the $a% should tb longer be collected from
the wotnen and childrén, but the intedtion a8 lar 4
I was conceftied, was that this was to be.an adminis- -
trative tatter, and whetl legislation ot the subject wis
tushed upod Patliament ofi the last day of the sesdiod,

f killed the Bill, a8 being only Hkely to fog the general
issue. : - : '

4 The meeting witht the Mintstet Wwas of & E:’l\?ﬁi&
ratute, S0 § am not at liberty t3 disclose .thé fatufd d
the individual votés od the maibl questiof, .t even fl
the majority of those ptesent Were id fdvour of thé
reteBitioh of the tax on the Indian fue, the voling wai -
very evenly divided, and do fitmbers weré dosiont]
to the teeting. - T o )

o §f Mr. Smuils is torrectly repotted, at his Prétorid
tiveting held yasterdag, he dtadé an absolute mls. -
statement whei b6 Said that the Matal iiembers hid
¢ Jecidedly objected’ to Wi abolities of the tax. . -~ -

#'The Natil medibers wete never informied that the
fideting With them was the fesult of & promise tnade -
t8 Mr. Gokhale; or they wonld havé wanted fo know
tiich mote of the thattet. T
% The £3 tax was imposed solely for the putposé of -
perttading Indians to return fo their own country
after the expliy of theif indentufes, #nd in thi¥ respect
it has absolutely failed.  The teason why somd# erdi-
ployers will want to emis it is quite different; and iy -
indefensible in & British Coleny.” . R

8enatoi Cliyrehill. - -1~

Senator F: O, F: Churchill, who was present at the
meating called by Mr. Bmuts, said he was sutprised to
read in yesterday's ddserfiser that Messrs. Silburn,
Boydell and Faweus were never asked o attend; and this,
he declared, took away {rom it the idea thdik it was a .
representative moeting of Natal membars. The meeting .
was called together in a very hugger-mugger fashion,
as were several that had been left to Sir Thos. Watt
to call. - Mp Churchill said that he waa fully in favaur
of the tax heing removed lrom Indian womeh and
chiidren, and this was the urdsnimous desire of the
meeting. But, he declared, Mr. Harry Escambe
imposed the tax with the view to compelling Indians
to retern to India at the expiry of their indentyres,
apd if the tax iz mow having that sffect, hg (Mn -
Chuirchill) was in favour of it being vetsined, He:
understood from the Protector of Imymigmnts that thg
B By fhe-tar 1 1o s Dokt
ndia, but immediate e-tax failed in this purpos
it should be ‘remd'vé,d,.y Mr. ‘a: I P ohas

-

\ :d. Mr. Churchil] uiderstood that
there were ships. waitiog to take the Indians gnack' and
_ whilg :gxs state of affairs femained, the tax Shoitld be

e ﬁ"-.‘ . .- by .
. M!‘. é:. Henwoud

e otiodd 5470 tidh hi Was stiongly T Bvolt
"ol the £3 tat beilp tiken ot !hﬂiﬂgg lzd}:ﬂeﬁ ‘:'::Hl

: 'n:\t that General Smuls turved & deaf Sar Sufiiciently

childreln.. “But,” he mid, “I think it Bhild be
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-placed.upon the men who come to Natal under contract,
and they should either return to India or pay ihe fine
of £ 3 that has been imposed. The Indians have the
option of remaining hrere and paying the 43 or of
returning to India and if they find that this country is
a better one than their own, they should pay lor the
privilege of 'remainivg by baving to pay the £3. 1
do not think that Mr. Smuts tried to kold his meeting
in the hole-and-corner manner as has been represented.
The Natal members were invited to attend the meeting,
and the position was very_clearly and fairly put betore
them, and the meeting came to the decision that the
tax should be retained as far as the men were concerned,
.but removed from the women and children, and in this
i l agree'” . ] ~ -
S Mr. Henderson
~ Mr,” Henderson, M.L.A, stated that the Natal
‘Members and Senators were called together privately
by Mr. Smuts during the sitting of the last session of
_ Parliament. The question of the Indian tax was dis-
" cussed, and a majority were in favour ol its continuance
* ag far as the Indian males were concerned, but were
practically unanimous v supporting = proposal to
abolish the tax upon the women and children. Mr.
Herderson said that, as far as he was personally con-
cerned, he agreed to the withdrawal of the tax upon
the women and children, but strongly opposed the
. suggestion. to release the men from the tax. He con-
sidered the tax was quite an equitable one, especially
as the Indians contributed nothing to the support of
the country (except indirectly through the Customs) or
to the defence of the land, 1n this respect they were
far better off than either the Whites, or the Natives;
the latter were called upon to pay a but tax. ‘
. The tax was imposed for the purpose of inducing
the Indians to return to. India after their indentures
came to an end, and he considered it would not be
fair to release Indiaps from the payment of the tax

unless those Indians who had re-indentured ¢wing to’

the existence of the tax, were likewise Ireed from their

agfeements.. He concluded by expressing the .hope
. that the tax would not be abolished. If it were, then
“all hope of keeping this a white man's country was

at ao end.: ’

'\ The' Rand Daily Mail's Pretoria correspondent,

“writing on Friday last, says +—

" i The cabled statement of Mr. Gokhale and the pub-

lished interviews with Natal M.L.A’s as to General
Smuts’s ‘consultation. with them on the subject of the
remission of the 43 tax on Indians, all of which are

. more or less a negation of public Statements ot General
Smauts, led to enquiries being made tn-day as to whether
"Genperal Smuts was desirous of replying to the state-
ments or of adding anything to his side of the con-
troversy, Geoneral Smuts replied he had nothing to
say or to add to what he had previously said.

—_———

A Reuter telegram from Lourengo’ Marqhes, dated

the 28th ultimo, states that the Government Council
have completed lengthy discussions with regard to the
new law dealing with Asiatics, which is expected to be

legalised by-publication in the next Gouernment Gasette, -

Al resident Asiatics will be required 4o pay 41
annually, while newcomers will be taxed £8 perannum
for three years, and £ thereafter, besides giving
identification dats, including photo and finger-prints.

Commenting on the new measure, the Guardian
“recently showed that many Indians came here through
labour agents in Bombay, who recruit principally in
the -districts of Diu and Kathiawar. Store assiatants
and others are freely engaged at 100 rupees per annum
for three years, exclusive of passage money, 45 either
way, which the employer pays, as well as food, clothing,
and lodging. These immigrants come for about 11s.
a month, or, including food, etc,, much less than the
average native.

- come,
taking any action in view of the fact that there was

Progress of the Strike

The Coal Owner's Society held a meeting on the
39th ultimo when it was decided to inform the Press
as to the attitude of the Society up to the present in
connection with the strike of the Indian miners.

The majorily of the collieries have up to the present
supplied rations day by day to their Indian employers
on strike. On Tuesday morning, after the receipt of
the telegram from the Minister of the Interior, it waa
decided to despatch instructions to the mine managers
to convey the contents of the telegram to the Indians,
and to intorm them that, provided they returned to
work yesterday ;Wednesdny) morping, the time they
had lost would Ue treated as a holiduy, and no steps
would be taken against them for breach of contract.
The managers were also instructed to point out to ths
Indians that the owners could not do anything outside
the law, and that, as Parliament would not meet
possibly until February next, there was no prospect of
their grievance being remedied for several months to
They pointed out that they had refrained from

some doubt as to the position, but now the position
had been made clear by the Minister's telegram, they
must demand that the Indians tulfilled their obligations,

The managers assembled the Indians on the mines
etterday, and gave them the message received. The
;nalans, however, declined to listen, insulting the
managers, and intimatiog that they were only prepared
to receive instructions or advice from Mr. Gandhi.

For the purpose of having the telegram from Mr,
Smuts delivered to the Indians with some show of
authority, a telegram was despatched to the Govern-
ment urging them Lo at once instruct the Mayistrates
in the disturbed districts. to visit the collieries and
announce that the Government never made any
promise with regard to the withdeawal of the tax to
Mr. Gokhale, to Mr. Gandbhi, or anyone else.

The Magistrate of Dundee motored out to the Burc-
side Colliery for the purpose of addressing the Indinns
there, and the manager endeavoured to assemble the
Indians for this purpose. They declined to recoganise
the Magistrate's authority, but he, in an endeavour to

" carry out his iostructions, proceeded to the Indiang’

compound, when the door was slammed in his face.
Information regarding this incident has been conveyed
to the Government.

In view of the unwillingness of the Indians to accept
the terms offered by the mine owners, instructions have
now been sent to the various managers to stop their
rations, and to arrest any ringleaders who may be
intimidating any Indians who may be on the mins
and are willing to work.

An Emphatic Contradiction.

Mr, Polak has addressed the [ollowing letter to the
T€38 t——

P In view of the wide publicity that you have given to
an alleged insult to the Dundee Mnagistrate by certain
Indian strikers who are supposed to have slammed the
door of the quarters io his face, may I ask you, in fait-
ness, to publish the following extract from a letter
addressed by Advocate Jas. W. Godirey, of Dundee, to
the Natal Witness, of whicB he has been good enough
to send me a copy, the extract heing as follows :—

#1 personally interviewed the Magistrate and the
stafi who accompanied him and I am happy to be in
the position of publishing an emphatic contradiction to
this statemeant. )

# What happened was that the Indians merely remain-
ed in their rooms and sent a respectiul message through

the Indian Interpreter that unless the Government's

telegram was one which signified the repoal of the £3
tax, they would prefer not to hear anything from the
Government. Some of the Indians whom the Magis-
trate casually met oo the roads stated that as they had
gone on strike because of what Mr, Gandhi had ioform-
ed them, they would only return 1o work upoo his (Mr.’
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Gandhi’s) assurance that this obnoxious tax was repealed.

é#1 have troubled myself to obtain these contradic-
tions because I feel that such mitleading statements are
calculated to do innocent men and their cause incalcu-
lable injury  The principles of passive resistance are
opposed to such m=thods as offering insults to any per-
sonorpersons . . . . . There is po desire on
the part ol passive resisters to do anything likely to
inflame the European or any oth<r community's opinion
against themselves.” ;

In the 4ace of Mr. Godirey's contradiclion, it seems
somewhat of 8 waste of energy to apolgise or expect
apology tor what has never occurred. -

I would also take the opportunity of protesting em-
phatically against the absurd remark made by Sir Thos.
Watt, at Kimberley, in connection with the strike, that
the Governmeat were prepired to protect life and pro-
perty. They may peed to make such preparations
where white strikers are concerned. But passive resisters,

io spite of interested reports to the contrary in sundry

obscure guarters, do not use methods of violence, even
in sell-prutection, as witness the case of the Indian who
received from the compound manager at one of the |
Dannhauser mibes n most brutal thrashing, and who,
aithough well able to retaliate in kind, refrained from
taking the law into his own hands because, like all his
fellow-strikers, he had been specially warned against
using physical force in a struggle where only ethical
weapons ¢ould be of servics. And convincing evidence
of the peaceful attitude of the strikers is given by the
special correspondent of the Zimes of Natal on the gist
ultimo, when he says :—" [t is most interesting to notice
that no lawlessness whatever is induiged in by these

Indirns.” .
Sir Thos. Watt’s Speech

A Rsuter message from Kimberley states thaf] at a
ublic meeting Sir Thomas Watt said that Mr. Gandhi
End tricd the passive resistance movement in conaection
with pther grievances ; but, as this failed, he suddenly
made a grievance of the £3 tax which had besn impos-
«d—not for revenue, but as a matter of policy, in order
to induce Indians to retura to India after having served
their indentures, . The strikers now demanded that the
Government should promise to repeal the tax, otherwiss
they would remain out -and * pull out” other Indians
also, thus crippling the mining and agricultural indus-
tries in Natal. “ No Government worthy of the name,”"
said Sir Thomas, * cau submit to be dictated to in this
way, and if the Governinent were weak enough to make |
such a promise Parliam:nt would repudiate it. If the
Indians are successiul, the next agitation will probably
be lrom the Natives here and on the Witwatersrand for
the removal of all taxes=-hut tax, poll tax, pass {ees, ste.
—ntherwise they may tlreaten to strike. The next step
would be the brushing aside of the Constitution and
all law and order, aud the establishment ot mob rule.
It is absurd to cootemplate such a thing at the dictation
of a few thousand Indians who are so well treated in
Natal under existing conditions that nothing will induce
them to return to their own country. The Government
.has made ample provision {or the protection of lite and
property, aad it the Indians prefer to remain on strike
the mines will probably manage to carry on with native
labour, and the strikers will eventually be the main
sufferers . - _ .
“‘_

The Natal Indian Associstion on Wednesday re-
ceived the tollowing telegram from Ingogo :—" Mr
Gandpi. with majority Ballengeich men, leit at 8 this
morning for Volksrust. Number of Billengeich men
still here. Warrants and police after them. - Second
batch left Newcastle during the morning.” . The tele-
gram also stated that seven Indian women from the

\/ Transvaal arrived at Ingogo on Wednesday nizht with
_Mr Thambi Naidoo, and ia the same train were 11

:‘["i?“."°““d for Maritzburg prison.

the ml;;g!ji Dﬂelsni m;ls prought betore the Newcastle
laagie. Y on the 29th ultimo and charged with tress-
town Lot T

passing on the Newcastle mine property. Prior' to
eotering the property Mr. Desai had made arange-
ments with the Manager, who in Court, admitted the -
fact. But the point was that he had taken a short cat

" through the fence from another mine He w s therefore

sentenced to three months in gaol. . )
About 200 men and women, under the leadership-
of Mr. A. D. Pillay, left Newcastle on Friday moming |
to march to Volksrast. It rained heavily during the day. _
A party left by train; 130 paid their own fares
whiist 272 full fares and 72 halves bad to be paid irom
public funds. . . o
The N-wcastle Committee found sleeping accom-
modation for about 1,500 strikers on Thursday night. .
About 103 families were expected on Friday irom ¢
Hatting Spruit.” A telegram had been received later
which stated that the Station-mast~ bad refused to
entrain them, : : '

|~ Reuter reported on Friday : Messages'ifom various

centres in the colliery area show that the Indian
miners generally have accepted Mr. Gandbi's advice
and started off tor the Transvaal border. ; .
. A message from Charlestown states that 200 men .
from the Ballengeich Colliery have been arrested there.
From Newcastle it is reported that ancther goo left
there this moroing by road, and 100 Indian women
yesterday, entraived for Volksrust. .Some ‘300 others
Irom Glencoe and other collieries have also arrived
there, and it is reported that another 8co are at present
¢4 route. T . S
The local- Magistrate to-day seatenced 16 men to
7 dayy’ imprisonment, and five others were fined £5.
* Another message from Volksrust on the same day
states: Esghty men, women and children, passive
resisters, arrived by train at Volksrust last evening,
and 25 more arrived this morning.” Mr. Gandhi, with
a panty of 2oo, has reached Chaclestown, -and -is
exnected at Volksrust to-day. Thumbi Naidoo, leader -
ol the Transvaal Indians, is coming to Volksrust on
toot with & party 300 strong, who leit Newcastle oh .
Thursday moroing Another detachment left Newcastie —
under 2 Durban leader, Mr. Albert Christopher, about
two o'clock on Thursday, some 250 ‘strong.. The In-
dians slept at the Police Camp, op the outskirts of the
town, on Thursday night, Loe T T
At Newcastle on the joth'ultimo; Messrs, Bungarand -
Sundher, both of the Bailengeich Mine, were charged
with refusing to work and desertion. . They were sen-
tenced to six months' hard labour. ‘Two others {a man.
and a woman, Moonsamy and Ramazhmah), of the
Durban Navigation Collieries, were sentenced to seven
days’ imprisonwent without the option of a fine., -Mr.
Giles was on the bench and he remarked :.. *Let Mr.
Gandhi do his dirty* work, * and warned them not to
be used as his tools. L
- On hearing the report that the lady passive resistance -
prisone s at Newcastle had been forcibly vaccinated,
Mr Guanghi-telegraphed as follows to the Minister of -
the Interior :—* Newcastle Indian  Committee have
learst that gaol doctor forcibly vaccinated passive
resistancd female prisoners -by removing blouse and °
holding arm  Ladies not supplied with ghee, request :
investigation, prompt relief.” - PO
In reply to the above the Director of Prisons states .
that instructions bave since -been issued to the Magis-

I

 trate, Newcastle, that the Minister of Justice will not ~

insist on the Gaol Regulations in regard to vaccination
being enforced where religious objections are raised by
passive resisters. .. AP T
With regard to the supply of ghee, the Director adds
that ghee does not figure in the diet-scales ol- prisoners’
sentenced to three months or under,. - . - )

+ Private information- came to band that at some
. mines the strikers have been severely dealt with and

compelled to resume yrork. N :

The Cambrian strikers, who were induced by thel
Deputy Protector to return to work, have gone on strike
again. . . . - " L
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Mr. Gandhi telegraphs Irom Charlgstown thyt about
5,000 Indians gre afected in the strike area.  Of these
4,900 are heing fed and supported, including 300 women
and 6oo children. Three hundjed passive resisters are
tp-day in gaol. : )

At Charlestown there are now 1,500 strikers.  Two
thousand more are gathered in Newcastle and hundreds

of others are pouring in, prior tp marching to the border.

The utmost enthysiasm prevails,
At Newcastle, 174§ Ballengeich strlkers brought back
{rom Volksrust undet arrest, were remanded ill Monday

-next. They demanded of the Court that they should

have mations. The Government, however, was unable
‘to ind accommodation and so discharged them froof
custody. - They are thus thrown upon the tommunity.
They dosire to return at once ta the border

We undgrstand that the Lisdysmith Railwaymen have
vaw jained' the 8.5, ars., :

- Ne'\ivs, of the Struggle

“"On the 22nd ultimg, Messrs. Bhaga Dhana, Narsai
‘Ranchand and Sana Kalan went qu} hawking licenge-
less ip Johannesburg, but, in spite of ali their ¢fforts,
_they did not succeed jn getting arrested, They, how-
"evet, made good use of their time and enriched the
pavsive resistagce fund by r84. 6d. .
"« The following were arrested at Volksrust on the
“ayth ultimo ~—My, Hanmanth Vengetsamy from Maritz-
burg 3nd Messra, Dominie Francis, Kandasamy Vadivel
‘Moodley, Shenmagam Dorasamy, Josaph Marjam and
"Gayndin Maharaj from Duchan, -
-The following gentlemen left Durban on the z8th
“ultimp lor the strike area i~—Messrs. Albert Christopher
(Secretary Colonial-bory Indian Agsogiation), Ruben
‘Jusep glead-master outh Coast Juncticn Iodign
Schaal), 5. B, Chetty, A. D. Pillay, and C, E. Lal-

mohomed, of §ydenham, The foregoing g1 all Col-

‘ opial-born Indians, , o

. The names of the fout Trangvaal men who accom-
' panied Mg, Manilal Gangdhi and were sentepced on the

27th yltimo at Volksrust to three months’ imprisonment,
are Messrs, Suppiah Pillay, Anpamaly, Veera Francis
-and Bhaga Mancha. -Mr 8. B, Medh received 8 simi-
lar sentence.at the same place on Thyrsday last.
f. On Wednesday last, seven more ladies left the
“Transvaal for Newcastle to {ake the place pf the eleven
recebtly sentenced there. - : ‘
+ The Police have now stopped arresting at Volkerust,
apd Messrs, Cheity, La] Mahomed and others who
bad been grrested were discharged. )

Messris, P. K. Naidap, T. Coopoosamy Naidoo,
Willie Morgan, Rajop Naidoo and M. Ruthnam Pillay
crossed the barder on the :§th ultimo at Fourteen
Streams. ‘They were all arrested and declared prohibi-
ted immigrantg b
deported to the Eape Border on the z21at. The five
returned immediately ar d were lodged in the Christiana
Police Statiop the same svening. The following day
their cases were remanded till ﬁxe 29th ultimo, when
they were BH found guilty. The Public Prasecutor for
some reason kngwn to himself asked for a further
remand till the 4th inst. In the meantime it appears
thet instructiops were sent from Pretoria to discharge
the five, They were brought in Iront of the Magistrate
who said that t‘c
appear when called upon to recejve their sentence.

E‘.reat and memorable was the meeting of Johannes-
burg Hindus held at the West End Bioscope Hall on
Wednesday last, the oecasiop of the Divali Festival.
The meeting had been advertised for z-30 p.m., but
long before that hour every seat in the large hall was
occypied, while many were unable to find seats. M.
G. K. Patel was in the Chair, Among those present
were Mr. William Housken. who received an ovation
and was garlanded on rising to speak, Mr. A M.
Cachalia, Chairman ot the British Indian Association,
Mr, E, M, Aswat, Mr, I, Gabru, the Rev. John Howard,

the Minister and were accordipgly

e five wera loynd guilty, but they ahould

*

Mr, L. W. Ritch, Mr. C. E. Nelson, and Miss Schlesin.
Declegates attonded irom scveral of the eouciry
districts. ,

The Chairman’s and other spaeches baye bad to be
held over.

On the conclusion ot the speeches all present were
asked to stand as a murk of respect to the womsn
passive resisiers then undergoing imprisonment ; and
presently 3 photograph of the Johannesburg ladies
then in Newcastle gaol was shown on the screen.
Collec!ions were thep called lor and a scene ol great
esthusiasm followed.  Rings, pocket-knives, caps,
waiches, etc., were offered vp by their ownars, and were
put up for auction, fetching extraordinary prices. An
umbyella was sold for five guineas, a ring lor sevanteen
guineas, packet knives for 108, 6d., a botile pl sweety
for £1 105, A large amount was contributed both in
cash and provisions. On the termination of the pra.
ceedings, those present. farmed in procession and
quietly marched along Fox and Commissioner Stragts,
theyg up Rissik Street and through Pritchard Street to
the House of the Chairman ia Diagonal Street, The
procession was preceded by two men carsying black
fags and all wore black rosettes 10 mark the prosant
-spfferings of the community,

‘News in Brief

Wa publich with this iesue a photograph of M,
Sheikh Mehtab who was the ficst Mehowedan Lady
Passive Resister to seek imprisonment. She was
accompanied by her mother.

Mr. Wm, Hosken, the Chairman of the European
Committee, addressed a letter to the Minister of the
Interior oo the rgth wltimo, in which the Commitjee
supporte the Indizps’ position and offering ita gervicpa
as tnediator betwegn the Governmeut and the ladian
community. The Sceretary for the Loterior replicd on
the z5th ultimo expressing regret that the Government
were not able to avail themselves of i}.

At the Durban Bioscope enlertainment given by Mr.
Rawat in aid of the passive resistance uod the amount
raised was £30 8s. gd.

A Capetown message by Reuter states that the dralt
Ordinance to amend the law relating to licences pro-
vides that an applicant should be ablp to rend and
write a * European labguage,” which includes Viddish,
or a languege current among the aboriginal natives of
South Africa, :

The Natal division of the Unionist Party, at the
third snnual conference at Maritzburg, passed the
_following resclution to be submitted to the General
Congress at Capetown this month (—

Indian Immigration.—* Seeing that it is a declared
object ot the Unionist Party to work for the advance.
ment of every section ol the people, and for the settle.
ment of a contented population, this Congress records
its opinion that, while no more Indians should be
admitted into the Union, those who are here should
be treated with scrupulous justice, and legitimate
causes ol discootont removed.”

The London All-India Moslem Lezgue has addressed
a communication te the Colopial Offica in referance
to the recent decision of the South African Court re.
garding the recogaition of Hindu or Mshomedan
marrizges solemnised outside the Union, The com-
munication saya that the Musse!lmans of India considet
the decigion as a direct attack un their religion,

Much capital is being made by agitators in Indig,
says the Rand Darly Mai's cormespondent, out of the
treatment of British I+ dians in South Africa, g_ryd *i
Imperial Governraent's supineness or ipah ‘#as

redress the grievances. f':"" hal
e
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