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The Church And War
HE church has got to make up its
mind to make up its mind about
this war business writes Unily
(Chicago). There was a time, perhaps,
when the church could sit on the fence,
with- whatever - loss of dignity and
‘moral integrity, and bless war with
one hand and reject
other. But the totalitarion states, and
increasingly all governments, are seeing
to it to-day that the church line up and
obey the drill sergeant, or else .. .1
‘This brings clearly to the force the issue
of Christ and Caesar, God or the State
—which seems to recall to our mind
some ancient saying to the effect that
“‘no man can serve two masters’] The
‘Oxford conference faced this dilemma
without deciding it. “When it came
to the question of Christian citizen's
-choice between his loyalty to the pure
ideal of Christ and his loyalty to the
state in & war crisis,” runs the report
of the Conference, “the section dealing
with this matter was unable to reach a
conviction” To understand a meaning:
of this passage, how about paraphrasing
it toread, “When it came-to the ques-
tion of serving God or Mammon, Jesus
and his disciples were unable to reach
the conviction™? - But, to the credit of
the Oxintd Conference be it said that
the Conference itself recognized the ine
stability, not to say the unworthiness,
of its own confession. “The church,”

went on the report, “cannol acquiesce '

permanenlly in"these differences.” .‘.It can.
not indeed! Now is the hour to decide
'as to whether the church is to palliate
war, excuse war, apologise. for war,
support war—-war with its bloodshed,
its horror, its destruction, its bestial
‘immorality, its satanic lustl—or de-
gounce war and repudiate it and oppose
it for the sin it reallyis. For ourself,
- we <an see no imaginable reason for
hesitation—except that of cowardice,
which Jesus keew nothing about when
he went to the crossl  The issue'is plain
~=ig the church serving the kipgdom of
this world, or is it serving the kingdom
ofGod? The plea of our country we
can hear and see—but itis a plea of
this world. It cannot therefore be
heeded by the church when the drums

beat and the trumpets sound " for
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slaughter, for the church is serving God-
and his Kingdom evermore. ‘

Protest Against Teaching Of

hristian Scriptures In Schools

The Natal Iadian Association {Ton-
gaat Branch), has addressed a letter to
the Rev. C. J. Lander, in which com»
plaint is made that Christiun scripture$
are being taught in the Tongaat Indian
schools notwithstanding - the fact that
the majority of the pupils are non-

-Christians. The letter states that “those .

children who refuse to -accept scripture
lessons were not forced against their
will to do so, but, there has definitely
been iadirect compulsion in as much

- @8 scripture lessons formed a subject of

-

the school and in the determination of
the position of a pupil in a class this
played a great part and those who
refrained from taking such lessons were
victimised,” The Associhtion has re-
quested that Christian scripture lessons

should- be totally abolished as the

.majority of the pupils are non.Chrise
tians and that such lessons should be

substituted by moral lessons "drawn

from the lives of great personages, the
teaching. of which would be -of an
universal pature and thus appeal to all
sections and creeds. ; :

This is a laudable suggestion but

whether or ot it will be adopted by

the Mission schools is another ques-

tion.- The main object of Mission
schools is no doubt to propagate Chris.
tianity and the non-Christians who send
their children to such schools will
always have to face that risk.

' Segregation In Durban

We cull the following from the
Guardian:~Great “indignation is ex-
pressed among the Durban Tadian

community at the departmental enquity

instituted by the City Council to enquire
into the extent of Indian “penetration
and the best method to curtail and pre-
vent such penetration in future.” The
enquiry is the outcome.of a motion
proposed by Mrs. Vera Burnside, wife
of the Labour Party member and one.
time Socialist Party leader, Mr. Duncan
Buraside, who received considerable
working-class support when she stood
for theCouncil. AMrs. Burnside's motion
read: *“[he City Council views with

alarm the coatinued penetration of In.

" . The London

- effect in India.

dians into purely European residential
areas;: the Council feels that some
"powers of restriction should be granted
to it, and to this end urges that the
departmental enquiry committes should
be appointed to enquire into the extent
of penetration and the best method to
curtail and prevent such penetration in
the future.” - This attempt to introdtice
segregation’ into Durban is meeting
with determined oppostion from the
mass of the Indian community, which
itis hoped will wid support from all
working-class organisations. Among
the land owning section of the Indians
there is an inclination to accept some
segregation measure, in -return for an
agsurance that no action will be taken

-against their continuing to own pro«

perty in some of the wealthier suburbs
of thecity.  This defeatist attitude is
strongly condemned by .the younger
'members of the commuaity who are de-
termined that segregation must be op- -

- posed from the outset. It isanticipated

that the non-European United Front -
will play a leading part in opposing
agy attempts thé Council may make to
impose residential restrictions. =

."‘Nem Chronicle” Supports Indian

.. Congress Demand
News Chronicle, in 1he
‘coursé of a leading article, expresses its -
regret at the grave disappointment felt:

.in India with the Viceroy’s recent state- - -
_ment for the unity of India and its co.-

operation .in the war are of 'highest
‘importance in the present crisis, _The
recent declaration of the Congress on
its attitude towards the war, the paper
states, has made it clear that the ideals

. for which we are fighting are funda.

mentally the same as the aspirations of
the Congress'itself.  They are moreover
ideals which we hope to bring into

o It would be a thousand
Pities were propaganda to be made out
of an apparent difference in our aims
for Europe and Asia, The Congress-
feels aggrieved that in the declaration
of the Viceroy there appears to be de. -
librate postponement of. something
which could be attempted now. There
is substance in this complaint, - The
Government should reconsider its time-
table and take steps to bring about
Ppromised constitutional consultations
now rather than to wait until the end
of the war, )
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Socral Service Work

_ HE fifth annual report for
DW the year October 7, 1938
" to September 30, 1939, of

. the - Johannesburg "Indian Social
Welfare Association hds just been
publ:shed We note from the re-
.port that 802 adults and 171 .child-
. rén, received treatment at the
-.Clinic. and the Cllmc fees col-.
lected amounted to £yt 122
¢children requiring extractions of

" teethi were taken to. the Dental
-~ Hospital of the Umversrty of the
. ,Wrtwaterarand where the opera-
 vions were performed free of charge.

" The Welfare Worker pald 4317
- visits including visits to the ‘Tndian
- Girls’ ‘School and 'the: Muslim_

. Boys' Hostel. Wrth regard to the

financial side the rreport 'btates:
"aona.tlons “during "the  financial

- year totalled ,{,'693-8 3, an increase |

" of nearly "£270 over the amount
'.".:collected last. year, ..
. ‘largely ‘due to.a. donation ~ of
. Zror-2-11 from the Quetta Relief

- Fund -of  the, Transvaal Indian.
. Congress ‘and’ £60 in donations
"™ from . the- estates of Chas' Harp
. Esqy' and EoW, “Howard ‘Esq.

The’ extra. mcom‘e the ' report
.states, “has enabled the institution
Jto repay completel; to Mr. M,
]ajbhay his generous loan of £1o00
wrthout which the Assocratron
S would not haye been able to pur-
.chase the new car'for the institu-
.. tion’s Welfare Worker.

4

: Whrlst we fully apprecra.te ‘the _
* * useful work being done by the
-Indian Socral Welfare- Association:
" and the Indo-‘European Women’s
'Assocratlon ‘whiich is workmg in
conjunctron with the above - Asso .

‘ciation, and whllst we are grateful
o to the European fnends for gener-
" ously ‘donatirig towards ‘the Ins- -

" titution we cannot lose sight of the

" fact that what i3 being done in the -

«direction of social work among éur

Tlns was .

.18 ‘run economxcally

people hardly touches the fringe

- of the work that requires to be

done and that it is bemg done at
an exorbitant cost. The most im-
portant item in the report is the
attending of 973 persons at the

Clinic which brought fees amount- -

ing to £71. 'The amount spent on

‘medicines is stated to be £28-15-8 -

which leaves the Chmc a profit of

_£42~4-4 The Clinic is almost rent

free for the cost of rent-and water
ie' £89-9-5 towards which the °s_um
of £45 is given by the Municipal-
lty And yet it has cost the Johan-
nesburg Indian Welfare -Associa-
tion £732-2-x to supply £28-15-8
worth of medrcmes to 973 persons,
‘And the lndian community is
‘apparently so ‘podr that Zzo00

- collected’ for the Quetta Relief
- Fund by the Trarrsvaal"‘,'lndi'an .

Congress has had to be utilised
to repay the loan taken from Mr.
Jajbhay, who is one of the wealth-
{est Indians in the Transvaal and
ﬁnancral aid from Europeans has

had to be sought.” It'is indeed

a sad commentary on the com-

mumtys sense of pubhc duty,
Pubhc institutions must 'be run.

economrcally and it certamly can-

. not be said of the Johannesburg

‘Indian Welfare Association that it
Very useful
work' is ‘being done in Natal by
the Indlan Social Semce Com-

_ mittee, the- Child Welfare Com-

mittee and the Aryan Benevolent

Home but their runn’mg expénse

i$ not anywhere near’so high,
Social Service work is a crying

-need of the Indian.community

throughout South Africa. Con-
ducted: on fproper lines it would

‘not only be conducive to the

- to Europeans.

. and self-reliant.

tion in this work,
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well-being of the community but
would eliminate to a great ex-

tent the racial bitterness against
it in this country.

Indians are subjected to criti-

* cism for not observing the health

and sanitary laws of the country,
but they are not given the facilities
under those laws as are given
In Iadian local-
ities one generally finds lack of
observance of the health and
sanitary laws. While the Indian
owners of properties are cer-
tainly to be blamed for this the
Authorities are even more blame-
worthy for their health - officers’
negligence in enforcing the existing
laws where they need to be en-
- forced. Instead of seeing to that
‘the” Authorities are always busy
* planning. segregation schemes for
Indians. When this state of affairs

- exists in the very heart of the city.

what could be expeected in areas
where Indians have been segre:
gated such as “locations” and
“bazaars.” The appalling condi-
tions existing in these places are

‘enough to put to shame any

people or Government that pride
. themselves of being civilised,

- All this points out to the need
for Indians to be self-conscious
For this there
must be a band of voluntary social
workers who must thove among
the people and teach them that
it does not cost much to live clean
-and healthy lives. - Our own medis
cal men who are turning out in’
good nimbers in South Africa
can make a very useful contribu-

The attempt
made by the Johannesburg Indian

Socral Welfare Association in this

direction is laudable and we do

not doubt the sincerity with which

it is working but the cost appears

to be altogether too heavy com:

pared to the results.
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‘THE. FICTION OF MA JORITY

T is painful to find the British Press ~

and Britishérs advancing the minor-
ity claim to prevent the declaration
suggested by the Congress, if I may say
50, in the common interest. If the force

overwhelmingly felt, the declaration
will not come. There need be no de-
jection among Congressmen if it does
not. We shall get our independence
when it is deserved. But it would be
well for the British Govemment. and
the Allied cause, if the minority argu.
ment were not flung in the face of a
credulous world. 1t would be houest
to say that the British desire to hold
India yet awhile. There will be no-
thing wrong in such a desire. India is
a conquest. Conquests are not sur.
rendered ‘except when the conquered
successfully rebel, or under in awakened
conscience the conqueror repents of the
conquest, or when the conquered terri-
tory ceases to be a profitable concern.
I had hoped and still hope that the

British, having become war-weary and

gickened over the mad slaughter in.

. yolved io the preseat war, would want

to close it at the eatliest possible
moment by being above board in every
respect and therefore in respect of India.

This they can never be, so long as -

they hold India in bondage. =

-1 know that many have been angry
with me for claiming an exclusive right
for the Congress to speak for the people
of India as a whole. It is not an
arrogant pretension. It is explicit in
the first article of the Congress, It
wants and works for independence for
the whole -of India. It speaks neither
for majority nor minority. It seeks to
sepresent all Indians without any dis-
tinction. Therefore those who oppose
it should not count, if the claim for
independence is admitted. Those whé

support: the -claim simply give added

strength to the Congress claim.
. Britain has hitherto held India. by.
producing before the world Indians who

£ |

" of the Congress suggestion has not been

: By .' - ;“
M. K. GANDHI ~

_In "Han'jan”_

for separate existence, Who are the
majority in this medley? Unfortunately
for unhappy India even Muslims are
somewhat divided and so are the Chris-
‘tiaps. It is the policy of the British
Government to recognize every group

- that becomes, sufficiently vocal. and

- political parties and no majority or-

- CIYe’

troublesome. 'l have drawn no fanciful
picture of the minorities. It is true
to life, The Congress itself has been
obliged to deal with every one of the
groups I have meditioned. My list ig

not exhaustive. It is illustrative. It

can be increased ad libitum.

I know that the fashion is to talk of
the Hindus forming the majority com-
munity. But Hinduism is an elastic
indefinable_term, and ‘Hindus are not
a homogeneons whole like Muslims and
Christians. And when one analyses the
majority in any provincial legislature.
it will be found to consist of a com-
bination of the so:called minoritiés. In

. Whether ‘the Muslims are regarded as

. sacred trust to be jealously guarded. -

H

'will_soon conduct the ,inv'éstigaiion.

minorities or otherwise, their as well

as any ' other community’s rights and .
privileges, religious, social, cultural

and political, must be regarded as,a'

And the independence of India will
make no difference to the protection
.of those rights. In fact they will be

‘'better protected in every way, if only
- because in the framing of the Charter -
of Independence.by the- nation’s re- -

presentatives the Muslims and other.
minorities, real or so-called, will have
an effective voice, - ' ‘

bappen if the English were to withdraw -

* all of a sudden ané there wasno foreign~
usurper to rule. It may be =aid that .

the Punjabis, be they Muslims, Sikhs
or others, will overrun. India.
highly likely that the Gurkhas will

throw in their lot with the Punjabis.

. Consider for one mioment what can

It.is

" Assume further that non-Punjabi -Mus. .’

‘other words.and in reality so far as

India is concerned, there can only be

minority communities, - The cry of the -

tyranoy

L)

of the- miajority isa fictitious

. I observe that Janab Jinnah Saheb
has said, in reply to Rajenbabu’s letter

. offering to refer the League’s grievances

waat ' Britain to remain in India ag

ruler and arbiter between rival claim-
auts. These will always exist. The
question is ‘whether it -is-right for
Britain to plead these rivalries in de-
feace of halding India undes subjection,
or whether she should now recogrize

the mistake atd leave India to decide -

vpon the method. of her own govern-
ment. . R

And who are the minorities? They
hre ‘religious, politicai and social;.

thus Mussalmans (religious); Depressed -

Classes (social); Liberals (political);
Princes (social); Brahmins (social); none
Brahmins (social); Lingayats (social);
Sikhs (social?);.
and Catholics (religious); Jains (social?);
Zamindars (political?), I have a letter
from the Secretary of the All Indis
Shiah Conference registering their claim

Christians—~Protestants .

against the Congress Governments to
an ‘arbitration -tribunal,. that he has
“already placed the “whole case before
the Viceroy and the Governor-General

and' requested -him' to take up the :

matter without delay ds he'and the

Governors of the Provinces have been
expressly authorized under the Con-

stitution and are entrusted with the

respbnsibility to protect the rights 'and
the interests of the minorities. g

“The matter is now under His Ex.
cellency's consideration, and he js the
proper authority to take such action
and adopt such measures as would meet

our requirements and would . restore

complete sense of security and satis-
faction amongst the Mussalinans in
those Provinces where the Congress

Ministries are in charge of the adminis- *

tration.” - o v
_ ' It is unfortunate that he hias rejected
Rajenbabu’s reasonable proposal. Is

-it rejection of the proficred hand of

friendship? Be that as it may, nobody
can have anything to say against the
Viceroy ix‘zvastigating and -adjudicating
upon -the charges brought 'against
Congress ministries.  Let us hope he

.majority and which in

lims will make common cause- with
the Punjabis. Where will the Congress-
men .composed chiefly. of Hindus be?

If they are still truly non-violent, they " .

will . be left . unmolested by -the

warriors, * Congressmen won't want to_

divide power with the warriors but will .

refuse to let 'them exploit their un-

armed couatrymen, . Thus if anybody
has cause to keep the British rule for
protection from ‘the stronger’ element,
it is'the Congressmen and those Hindus

L

and others who-are tepresented by the _ -

Congress. ' The question, therefore, re.

solves itself into not who is numerically

there is only .one answer. Those who
raise - the cry of minority in -danger -
have nothing to fear from the so-calied
majority - which is. merely -.a. paper
any’ event is

superior ‘but who is stronger.” ‘Surely. _-

-, ineffective because it.is “'weak .in the .

military sense. ' Paradozical as it may .

appear, it'is literally true that the so.

,‘called minorities’ fear has some pottom !

..

only so long as the weak majority has
the backing of the British bayonets to
enable it to .play at democracy., But

the British power will, so long asitso .

chooses, successfully play one against
the other calling' the parties by what-
ever names it pleases. And this pro.
cess need not be dishonest. They may
honestly believe that so long as there
are rival claims put up, they muist re-
main in India in response to a call from .
God to hold the balance evenly between

‘them. Only that way lies not Demo-~

.
.

cracy but Fascism, Nazism, Bolshevism

,and Imiperialisf, all facets of the doge
. trine of “Might is Right.” . I would fain
hope that this war wil] change values, -
.~ It can only do so, if India is recognized
‘a8 independert and if that Indjg re .

presents unadulterated non-violence on
the political field. T
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NATAL INDIAN ASS

THE following statement was sub-

mitted by the Natal Indian Asso-
ciation to the Minister 8f the Interior
duripg his recent visit to Durban:—
~ %y, There are numerous important
matters which we had firstly intended
to place before you at this interview,
. but at this early stage of your assump-
- tion-of office as Minister of the Interior,
. we have deémed it wise to confine our-
selves to only a few matters of imme-
diate importance to which we respect-
fully urge that- you will, give your
_ sympathetic consideration.

. Housing

%3, We must say that the manner in
‘which tlie [ndian housing question has
been tackled by the Durban Corpora-
tion has not been satisfactory. It will
be recalled that the first move to ex-
tend the benefit of housing schemes to
Indians was made during the Capetown
Round Table Conference of 1927 and
one of the conclusions arrived at was
one in which the Union Government
expressed its - willingness *‘to - take
special steps under - the Public Health
Act for an investigation into-sanitary
and housing conditions ‘of ' ladians in
.and around Durban.” As a result of

_ an inquiry ‘conducted in 1928 into the
question of bousing conditions for In-
dians, a.sum of £50,000 was earmarked

by the Union Treasury to be placed at .

- the disposal of the Durban Corporation

for the purposes -of erecting houses for
. Indiamss 'Despite the fact that this

large amount was set aside for E}Ini:liam
housing, the Durban Town Council was
guilty of procrastination in this regard,
so, much So that the Government has
had to- pass strictures on the Council,
It was only in the early part of 1938
that & definite move was made by the
Durban Uorporation in setting up a

__housing scheme at Cato Manor and later

at Springfield EstateS. The Town Coun--
cil's neglect in formulating and execu~
ting housing schemes to meet the grow-
ing-demunds.of the Mndian community

had even moved the then Minister of -

Health to threaten the withdrawal of

;the amount. earmarked for Indian
housing if a start was not promptly
made, . - ..

“No useful purpose would be served
by going into the past history of the
Indian housing question at this stage.
Suffice it to say that if the condition of
Indian housing in Durbap is to be im-
proved then the Durban Municipality
should be pressed to move faster than

it is doinz now. Andbefore a scheme
_of housiag is embarked upon we would
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request that special consideration be

- given to the following points:—

“(a) The site which may be chosen for
a scheme should as far as possible be
near the places of employment of those
taking advantage of the scheme. - 1f an
Indian who is poorly paid finds it diffi-
cult to pay a monthly rental of any-

' thing up to £y, it would be an unsound

economic proposition to provide him
with a home in a distant locality, which
would involve him in additional trans-
‘port charges to and from his place of
employment. ) .~

“(b) Indian housing schemes should,
as far as possible, be contiguous to the

~ old Ducrbar Municipal boundaries rather

thah be relegated to the least attractive
or desirable areas. Both the Cato Manor
and the Springfield housing schemes,
by reason of their distance, deprive the

- occupants of many amenities of .the

City. . .

“(c) One of the four schemes for Indian
housing that the Durban Corporation
bas introduced is the one referring to
partly paid lands. Under the Housing

Act a local authority is; empowered to.

lend up to 807 as a loan for housing.
Under the partly paid- scheme the Dur.
ban Corporation lends up to goy of the

‘cost of the land and the building. As

this is contrary to the provisions of the
Housing Act the Durban Corporation,
to overcome the obstacle, takes transfer
of the Indian property -into its own
name and when the debtor has paid off
the loan the Durban Corporation is to
retransfer the property to him. We

_need hardly point out that the costs of
double transfer in this connection and.
the charges for the preparation of legal.

documents are extremely high and they
are more than what the debtor is.able
topay. There are hundreds of .Indians
in Durban who possess properties which
fall under this category.. The high legal

charges involved preclude these {ndians .

from taking advantage of this scheme.
'We would urge, in the circumstances,

that the Government amend the Hous.

ing Act in such a manner as would.en--

able the. Durban Corporation to. assist
the poorer Indians by lending them up
to g5 of the cost of land and bujlding.

#(d) The question of slums clearance
is, to some extent, inter-related with

the question of housing. The action of '
. the Durban Corporation in applying the

provisions of the Slums Act to evict

Indians from areas which they have

accupied for a considerable number of
years, has given cause for much genuine
grievance. The clearance of slums in
the Mayville area is a glaring instance

- sure of taxation.

means of existence.
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in point. In this area properties owned
by Indians were expropriated under the
Slums Act because the properties were
coveted by Europeans who desired to
make them a “White” area. As we have
often stated, the Indian community has
Bo objection to the principle underlying
the Slums Act, which is designed to

. eliminate slums, but it does, howaver,

strongly object to the Act being used to
oust Indians from certain localitiss, We
feel that the problem of slums could be
solved with the co-operation and good.
will of the Indian community if only

local autharities deal with the problem

with sympathy and consideration. Ig
some instances the utter neglect shown
by local authorities in providing good
{oads, drainage, sewerage and lighting
1n areas occupied by Indians, bas con.
tributed to a large extent to the exists
encs of slum conditions, It is welle
known that at the hands of local autho
rities the Indian is the last to receive .
any of these amenities notwithstanding
the fact that he is subject to the mear

" “(e) At the time of the passing of the
Slums Act the Minister gave the assur.
ance that it would not be used oa racial
grounds, and that no Indian would be
dehoused unless and until proper provie
sions were made for his rehousing. In-
this connection we need only refer to
the method adopted by the Durban
Corporation in the clearance of Bell |
Street Slums, where unreasonable gpd
harsh steps were taken to evict Indians

" occupying those premises without hav.

ing made prior provisions to rehouss
them. * .

“3. The gradual increase of the Indjan
population in large centres emphasises
the urgent need for housing schemes to
be.set up in coavenient areas, The'
failure to meet-this demand especially
by the Durban and Pietermaritsburg
Corporation has driven the Indians of
the poorer type to live in unhealthy
surroundings. If at the commencement .
proper housing schemes. were provided -
and the }ndin.ns given the benefit of all
the amenities to which wé have already
referred, the situation could have been
controlled. .

Old Age And Indigent Pensions

“4 Indians are excluded from the
benefits arising out of the Old Age
Pensions Act of 1928. On representa-
tions made the Government formulated
‘a sckeme by which yof- per inonth is
paid to aged and indigent Indians, We
submit that this amount of 1of is
totally inadequate to purchase the bare
Whilst we are
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gratefal for the increass of the’

vote from {10,000 to” £15,000, W6
would point out that, taking into
account the large number of In-
dians, both male and female, who
are old and indigent, the vote is not at
all large. We would urge in all earnest~
ness that the amount of the vote should
not only be increased but siso the rate
of pension paid should be on the same
basis as that applicable to Coloureds,
The principle laid down in the Old Age
Peansions Act should apply equitably to
all, for it is the duty of the State to
care for the well-being of its old and
indigent citizens irrespective of colour,
These old - indigent Indians for whom
we speak are drawn from a class which,
in its prime, has materially contributed
by labour and otherwise to the develop-
ment and prosperity of the country.

Medical Tax
s, The imposition of 1f3 as Medical

Taxon Indian Immigrants and theit
descendants is inequitous. Although the

tax is paid by employers of Indian .

labour only a small minority take ad-

" vantageof the Depot Hospital at Dur.
ban and the Immigration Hospitals at -

Stanger and Esperanza. Even the mu.
nicipal and railway employees at Dur.
ban do not take advantage of the Depot’
Hospital notwithstanding their receiv-
ing Jow wages, and a large number of
them get their own private doctors to
attend to their ailments.. ' .
“Apart from the fact that the taxisa
stigma on the indentured Indians and
their descendants, the mere imposition
of a tax without any corresponding
benefit is in itself unjust. The taxation,
moreover, affects their employment be-
cause their employers are loath to con-
tribute to a taxation which is over. and
above the various amounts that they

have to pay under thé industrial legis- .

lation of the country. The tax is a
relic of past ages and we would res.
pectfully urge for its abolition.

* T. B. Preventorium

“6. When the T. B. Freventorium at
Springfield, Durban, was being erected
we were told. that it ‘would serve "all
sections of the commuuity of the City.
Itcame as a shock to our community
when it learnt, after the Preventorium
bad been completed, that no provision

had been made for the admission and’
treatment of Indian T.B. cases.' The"

institution is ran by the State and it
coptains all modern equipment to com.
bat I. B, Itis beyond us to compre.
hend why Indian T.B. cases should be
sent to the King Edward VILX tHospital
at Congella, Durbaa, where no provision
exists for the treatment of T.B. cases as
it exists at the [.B. Preventorium, We
would respectfully appeal that arrange-
meats should be made for the admission
and treatment of Indian I.B, cases at
the Preventorium. '
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Medical And Dental Inspection’
In Indian Schools -

%7, In Natal every European school
enjoys the benefit of periodical, medical
and dental inspection which the Indiaa
schools in the Province are denied. The
majority of our people in Natal earn
very low wages with the result that
-their children are undernoutished and
are feeble in health, Indian parents
being in the majority of cases unable

to bear the cost of good nourishment,

school fees, schonl books and clothing,
cannot find the money to bear the cost
of medical attention for their children,
with the result that no one knows bow
many of the children attending Indian

" schools suffer from apy illness or from

, dental trouble. 1In Natal the Indian
child is denied free primary edu-
cation. . t o

“Half the cost that the Gevernment
has to bear by way of poor relief,
hospitalisation and T. B. prevention,
could be saved if only the Government

" did its share at the early stages, The
medical and dental inspection of Indian
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" Domicile
“g, Arising out of the Jusodia case, 2
case that was decided in the Supreme
Court of Natal in Natal in §938, Indian
marriages contracted by Indian immi-
grants either ip India before their de-
‘parture for Natal or during their term
of service and beford they had acquired
their domicile in Natal have been de-
clared to have takea place at their
place of origin. And since these mar-
riages are taken not to be in community
of property the surviving spouses are
denied their legitimate shares in their
" jointestates and are put to considerable
trouble. Since the above decision, de-
ceased Indian_estates have been sub-
jected to considerable trouble and le-
gatees have been deprived of their legi-
mate shares. We would urge that these
marriages be regularised.. o

_ Unemployment'
“z0, The prosperity of the country has

brought - no relief to-the Indian un-

employment question, for the White'
labour policy of both the Government

schools is & case in point. If the Indian : and private enterprises has prevented

children attending these schools’ were
examined medically and dentally at
regular intervals, much of the wark.

that now falls on-charitable institutions.’ .

could have been curtailed. In any event
it is the duty of the State to see that.

, the children of South Africa, irrespect. '

ive of their colour, are given every
medical attention so that they may
grow into bealthy citizens ‘of South
Africa.

*If there is one branch of social service

which requires immediate attention it
is the safeguarding of the health of
children atteading Indian schools, both

medically and dentally. Time and -

again we have- appealed to the Natal
Provincial Administration to extend
this service but we have always been’
givea the answer that the funds did not
permit of the extension of such service-
to Indian children. We would respect- -
fully urge that the Provincial Adminis.
tration be pressed to act in this matter,

lnfdian Marriages
“8, An anomaly exists in regard to

certain Indian marriages. We refer to’

the marriages whers- the contracting
parties are a Passenger Indian or his
descendant and an Indian immigrant
or his descendant and vice versa, :These
marriages if registered under Law 25 of
1891 -whether at the Protector's orat a
Magistrate's office, are held to be in.

* valid, and therefore such marriages are

not recognised. . We ask that the Gov.
ernment bring in a validating law so
that these marriages may be validated.
Another anomaly arising out of these
marriages is that for the purposes of
Succession Duty a Jdeceased spouse is
held to,be a stranger to the surviving

spouie, aad the highest rate of Success

sion Duty, namely ro%, is ¢harged for
estate purposes, '

. Indians from being employed in large

numbers, The State, which is the largest
.employgs, does not employ Indians.
*The Natal branch of the Railways and

- Harbours Department which .at one
- time employed as maoy ag 8,000 In:

dians, does not take in any new men,
Wastages on the service are filled in by
Native labourers. In fact the number
of Indians employed has" been consis
derably decreased.- In-the development
of the railway system of Natal and in
the building of the Durban Harbour
system, Indian labour has -contributed
in no small measure and we feel that to
deny Indians being employed in these
systems is unjust. - We would submit
that more and more .Indian . labour
sliould be employed in the railways and
harbour system and in the building of -
roads and other public services, Indian
labour should be encouraged as far as
possible. T
*[n Durban there exists a Government
Bureau for the registration of .upem-
ployed: Coloureds and Indians. . But
-as the Bureau has not the services of -
an Indian clerk who would uaderstand
the special needs of the Indiam, une
employed, no beuefits are being' de-
gived by Indian unemployed from the
Bureau. We would request .that an
Indian clerk be employed in the Bureau.
State-aided Butter Scheme
* gy, [t is indeed regrettable that the
members of our community are denied
the  benefits derived from the State-
aided Butter Scheme. We would again
referto the very low wages that our
people earn -and this accounts for ‘the
fact that butter is unknown in 'the
‘homes of thousands of our poor- people.
If the benefits of the State-aided Butter
Scheme were extended to Indians, we
feel sure that the poorer class of In-
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dians who hitherto ‘were unable to
purchase this commodity by reason of
poverty would purchase more and more

so that they and their children could .

- partake of an esseatial and nourishing

Unalienated Lands -

. 4ts3. Tn the' dispdsal of unalienated

lands in Durban the Durban City Coun-
cil has never shown the same considera-
tion to the demands of the Indian com-
munity as it has to those of the Euro-

‘ ' peans, although it .gave the ‘assurance

to the Union Government at the time

’

of the passing of the Boroughs Ordi.’

nance, the needs of the Indien commu.

¥, pity would be adequately congidered.
\ 'Since the year 1923, there hag been only

. ope sale.at

i
1

.

B

which Indians were entitled
tq bid. - This sale was’in sespect of
land in ~Beatrice and- Lorne Streets
‘which are in: an essentially Indian
jocality. In the caseof lands sold to
Europeans the City Council inserts re-

' .
.." Do

. strictive conditions into the title deeds

ln&roﬁmm: “matters, ~affeoling * the’

‘
.

"pon-Europernd in South Africa were
* disounsed at & conference of non.Euro-
' pean organizations, beld at -Parsse Rus-

tomjee Hall, 140 Queen -St., Durban, on.

! ‘Sonday, November 26. Fifteen orgeni--

gationa wete represented by a-large

jumber of- deiegates. = The conference

wes opened by Mr. H..A. Ndidoo the
the provisional committee,.

- Ohairman-of
‘who in his, paesidential address 'dealt
- wwith the broad objnets of the Front and

.. - the political situstion in South- Afried,

Y

-\ demosraoy..

N

i

~*.",an @ menns.of attracting the electorate .

s

Ho paid that democracy in* Boath- Afriea

tion of the very ideals of liberty and
The non-Europeanus were
made victims of 8 pernioious desire for
spolitical power by rival political parties,

to-{nstify segregation. He felt that the
-onlx'r'.wuy to solve the problems confront-

".jng the non-Europeans was on

~ ibagis of co-operation between all-sections

. change in the political situation io South -

,of the non-Europeans aiming at a radiosl

Africs, i.e., the extension ot',de;nooratie
‘righta to non-Europeans. . .

" "K pumber of telegrams and messages

"\ gending greetings to the conference wers

Jyed. =

.. .The following resolutions ware passedl:

. *1,.That this Conference of the Non-
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restricting the sale to Europeans only,
In the case of the properties in the two
streets above-mentioned no restrictive
conditions -were inserted and anyone,
irrespective of colour, was entitled to
purchase. _

“Thig restriction of selling the City's
unalienated lands tp Europeans only
has been the cause of much grievance
and there has been no opportunity for
Indians to purchase lands to cope with

the demands of natural expansion, We

feel that Indians who contribute by
way of rates to the coffers of the Dur.
ban Corporation, should receive same
amount of consideration at the hands
of the Council as ‘that which is being
shown to the European.

“In the added areas the Durban Muni.
cipality owns large -tracts of land

which are alierated, and if these lands

‘are developed and provided with all

+ pmenities, we feel sure that the Indian

community would purchase much of
this land provided exorbitant and ficti-

. Beoause not only is the move undemo-
oraiio, but unjust, in that a small minor. -

ity of Earopeans should usarp the right
_ 9! a majority, and diotate to them whera
_they should reside or should not reaide.

. The residential rights of the majority

must be protected if some vestiga of

- demooracy is to serve in Sogth Alfrtoa,

.2, 'That this Oonference-of the non-
. Enropeans emphatically protests against

. -the Union Goveraments polioy of ex-

: _'-.eluding Nativea from .the provision of

. 'was being used by the various political '
o parties in South Africa for, the destruo-

L
.

the Industrial Concilistion Act, thereby
" denying them. the right of -oollective

. bargaining .and other facilities. enjoyed
by the othei workers, Thia Conference .

deplores the fact that even atter roepeated

_ .protests from - various quarters on this

. - " Ip their attempt to gain power, they -
" i 'nged the bogey of the “colour menace”.

the broad . .

_Huropean United - Front emphatically -

-opposea any move-to restriot the resi-
.dential righta of non-Earopeans, whether

" .by .enforced consent or by legislation,

“matter, the Union Government has failed
. to. settle -the' position.” ~We ‘therefore,

. urge the Government once more 1o

sxtend the maochinery of the Indastrial
Oonoiliation to the Native Workers in
Sonth Africa. . Lo
8. That this Conference of the-mon-
Euaropaans views with gave alarnd the

_‘gradual elimination df non-Europeans

from .skilled tradeg, as o vesult of the
operation of the Apprenticeship Aot sud
the White Labour Polioy. This Con-

_ference calls wpon the Government to -

_yepeal these measures and’ to extend
to the non-Furopeans rights of ‘equal
.opportunities into ekiiled tradea,

‘4, That this Conference of the nom.
Earopesns deplores the lack of reason-
. able scdommodation for African workera
fn the Qity of Darban, and drawa the
attention of the local anthoritics to this
gtata of affairs and recommends’ that
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tious values are not placed on the land,
This would be one of the means of pre-
venting influx into areas of City proper,
and will tend to solve the problem of
congestion and overcrowding,

“We bave in this satement dealt with
matters of immediate importance to-
our community and have confined our-
selves to housing, social and health
problems which are of primary im.
portance to the well-being, content.-
ment and happiness of our people. The
statement by no means exhausts the
chapter of grievances which the Indian
community undergo in this coﬁntry.
Wehava not dealt with, for instance -
the question of trade, licence, immi.
gration and other matters. We hope
that opportunity may be given us on-
some .future occasion to submit our

- point of view in these matters,

“We desire to thank you for the patient
hearing you have given us, and we
sincerely trust that the submissions we
have made will receive your earnest

 NONEUROPEAN UNITED FRONT -

" CONFERENCE HELD IN DURBAN

immediste steps be taken to pravide
honeing accornmodation, .- ¥ .o

5. That this Conterence of the non-
\Europannu demands the immediate' re-.
peal of the enaotment, of provincial
barriers against Indians and Natives,

6. That thia Conferencs of the non.

Europeana places on record its loyalty
-to the Government and ensures the Hon,'
the Prime Minister, of the support of this
Conterence, only on condition that the
present Government will give due con-
sideration to the grievances of the non.’
Europeans and give practical effect to
the following:—(a) Repeal of all Colour
Bar Laws. (b) Equal righta for all*non-
Earopeans. (o) Free and compulsory
_education for all non-Europeans up to
- snd loelading the J.0. L

.. 7. That this Qonference of the non-
Enropeans oan only give its rupport to
. the Allied canse, it the British Govern-
i ment-is prepared to declars its war aims
a8 one that is notdirested for Imperialistio
gims, hat one that will recoguise the
immediate extension of democratio rights
to the Oolonial peoples under British
Imperialism. :

The following officials were eleoted:—

' Patrons: Mossra, A, I. Kafee and A. W. G

" Ohamplon; chairman: Mr, H. A. Naidoo';

vios-chairmen: Dr. K. Goonam and Mr.,
P, Taele; seoretary: Mr. O, I. Amra; ‘ssst.
gecretary: Miss 8. Rubin; treasarer: Mr.'
D. A, Seedat; trasteea: Masgrs, Stephen
Dhlamini and R, Pillay. v
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL COUNCIL

TBE following are extracts from
pamphlets prepared by the South
African Natioval Council For The
Blind issued by the Natal Indian Blind
Society:— .

A Word To Parents-

Taks care of baby’s eyes. Sore eyes
may lead to inflammation and even-
tually to blindness. Always consult a
doctor if possible.  After the birthof a
baby, the child’s'eyes should be wiped
carefully with a white cloth, and wasb-
- od with lukewarm water before any
other part of the body is touched.

Never expose & young baby to cold
unless the child is well wrapped up,
as cold sometimes causes eye trouble.

The symptoms that indicate bad eyes o

are:—Redness; swelling of the eyelids;
: yellowxsh discharge. © Where these
signs exist consult a doctor, and
always keep the eyes clean, as’ it is
the discharge which causes the mis-
chief. To save the eyes is only to keep
them clean.

How To-Wash The Eyes
Opea the eyelids with your fingers,
which must be clean, then wash matter
away by dropping lukewarm water in-
to the eyes, or by dipping a dry cloth
in lukewarm water and squeezmg same
geotly into the eyes. | -

Always keep the cloth about a ﬁnge:s- ’

length from the eyes, and never use the

sime piece of rag twice or put it back,

in the water, as you will in that case
infect the other eye.

Always use a white rag for th:s purs -

pose and burn same after usé, Never

use any towel, rag or other linen be. :

longmgtobaby,for your self and for
yous, other
lughly infectious. Smear & little vase-

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.

' SIR.—Itmsy oome to yon as a surprise”

to find that I, a Native of , this
ooantry, am interested in the welfare of

not only the Banta people, but Indians -

and other non-Europeans. And yon
ought not to benurprised to find that &
am a regular reader of your valuable
paper INDIAN OPINION, which was eatah-
lished by your father, Mahatma Gandhi,
who is regarded as one of the greatest
men in the world. From what I have

read of him I find that he atands for the

equality of all mankind and the, mil-

. lions of peasants. Now, Mr, Edltor,
Mahatma Gandhi is fighting for the un.
tonchables in India, what about the mn-
touchables in Bouth Atrioa? Form we

]

children, as eye disease is

'FOR THE BLIND

line on the eyelids to prevent them

from sticking.
Washing

. Do not attempt to wash the eyes
with tea water or sugar water. Do
pot use herbs -or fat of any kind.
Most hesbs are harmful, and must be
-avoided, } )

. Last Hint
Babys eyes have been ‘formed for

- some months before birth, but dwelt
in darkness, At first the eyes are there- "

fore very semsitive to light and will
only open in the shade.
the first week of the child’s life, that
you do not expose the eyes to a bright
lLight or to sunshine.

- A Word To Adults

‘If you require spectacles consult a
doctor or consult the eye doctor at the
. Government Hospital
chase nor wear ready.made spectacles

* if your sight is failing. Any spectacles

other than those prescribed by an eye-

" doctor for your eye: condition are
Don't neglect-

Pon't work

dangerous and harmful. -
sore or inflamed eyes.
~with a light directly in front of you.
The light should come from ab_cuve.
' Don't,
" -
Trust your eyesight to your nelghbour.

- Hemay get the dirt or chip out, but-
- he may start infection from his soiled

hands, handkerchief or dirty match.
The disease starts as a result and the
eye may be lost. Dust, chips, etc.,
should be removed only by some one.
who knows how to remove them.

- For Persons Employed In
Foundries Etc,

cansoongetusedtospectacles,but

-

not—I mean the Bantu paople—lroated
worse than that by those in power in

- this country? - I suggest, therefore, that

. Indiane shonld show -more interest to-

.* wards the political, social and edacation- -
al side of my people as Professor;Jabava

ably puts it in his book entitled “The
- Blaock Problem,” “The inevitable aon-

olusion is that the Blackman can hardly be .

expected to do all that ia expected othim
without belug trainedin the rightway.”
Therefore I feel that the Banta should

not only be exploited by the Indians as'

unfortunately he I8 very often, but he
should also be shown gomething of yonr
civilisation and calture. 'When speaking

tosn Indinn teacher the other day I wag -

told, “How can we Indians join you poli-

tioally when ‘wa hnvq a teadition, and

Ses then, for-

Neither pur-

you can never get used . to blmd-
ness. .

Will readers of this ."informatlon
kindly forward the names and parti.
«culars of any cases of blindness or de-
fective eyesight fo the President, The

Natal Iadian Blind Society, 345 Vause = .
. Road, Durban. Any assistance posmble C.
Cwill. be given by the Society.

Advnce To Teachers In Rural
- * Schools

to notice sympfoms of defective sight,
as follows:—y. Holding a book too
close to' the eyes. 2. Scowling or
screwing up the face. 3. Red and
scaley eyelids, 4. Watery eyes. 5.
Tiredness of the eyes. 6. Squint and
crossed eyes. 7. Repeated attacks of
headache. 8. Backwardness and; or
nervousness.” . .

‘Children with’ these symptoms should
be reported to the Medical lnspector
of Schools if possible, and if the case
*appears urgent, report to: the local -
Missionary or Magistrate with a ‘view

to obtaining medical adv;ce. and assist-

anoce.

" It has been"found that over 30 per
cent. of the non-European’ children in-

schools for the Blind have been blinded
through -neglect, ignorance, ot wrong
treatment of tpe disease, ‘

It is' appalling - that- for 'want -

-Qf knowledge- little - children: *should

su!fex from such a dreadful dlsabxhty

~

AR Classroom .

* Teachers should be most obsemnt -

"Teachers should - pay great attention

. to lightening conditions. Neither teachs:
~ er nor children should face’ the llght.
. Xhe light should” fall oves. the left

'shoulder for. right. handed’ children. -
Goggles can save your eyes. You .

_Place children with defective eyes:ght
" in the front row of desks :

. = 1

\ .

o

ewilisation older than “youra?” ~ This, -
Mr. Editor, surprised me .very.-much.
I am stiil wondering ‘what thie paonliar
civilisation might ba that i8 ,uo cloualy
guarded. .

I-read Dr,’ Dadaoa arl;mle. It’ was
very interestiig,  Hoping that more
Bantu people will read yoar paper. I
ghall tell my friends about INDIAN
OPINION: Wishiog you every success and.
hoping that INDIAN OPINION will.not be

* only “Indian” opinion, but will someday .
be the journsl to express non-Excopean .

melon in thisvast snb-continent.
Yours éte,,

(Miss) MavuDE annncn Zosno.

Olarmont Township.
"P.Q. New Germany, -

BANTU {WARNS INDIANS SN

- 'l'o ’l'nl EDITOR “nmml opmou
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ACLA. Amalgamation Mcetlng

At Stanger.

HE Btanger Pioture Palace was filled

to capacity ‘on Sandsy, November
26 when a' joint meeting of the mem-
bera of the Natsl Indian Congress and
the Colonial Born and Settlers’ Indian
Aesociation was held' under the chair-
‘manship of Mr, A. P, Naidoo, Amongst
those present were Mesers. A. Christopker,
Borabjee Rastomjee, P. R. Pather, A. 8.
Kajee and 8. L. Singh, officials from the
headquarters, and Messra, N. Bodasingh,

8. Roopsingh, M, Ramlakan, Ramasamy -
Padiachey, A. G. Bux, Ramportal, D. D.-
Lalls, B. Veerasamy ‘Naidoo and E, M.
The following resolution was

Moolla.
passed unanimously: |‘That by virtue of
the amalgamation of the headquarters of
the Natal Indian Congress and the Colo-
nial Born and Settlers’ Tndian - Associa-
tion, nnder the name of the Natal Indian

_Association, this joint meeting - of the

Stanger branches of the above two organ-
isstions, hereby amalgamate- and -the

amalgamated branch shall hereafter be

known as the Natal Indian Association
(with which are amalgamated the Natal
Indian Congress and the Colonisl Born
and Settlers’ Indian Assooiation) Stanger
branch.” The following officials were
eleoted:—President; Mr. E. M. Moolla;
vice-presidents: Mesars. . N. - Bodasingh,
A. P. Naidoo, Ramportal, M. Ramlakan
"and M. S. Eajee; bon. decretaries: Mesers.
D.D.Lalla and A. 6. Bux; hori. trea-
‘gurer:-Mr. Maganlal Patel; committee:
. Messrs. B. Maharaj, Peter Luke, Abdul
Haok Kajos, A. E. Kolia, R. Purmashir,
H. B. Bodasing, Suleman Mitha, S. Prag,
N. Ramasamy Padiaohey. B. Vesrasamy
' deoo and 0. V. Naidoo. '

Soulh African Railways And
Harbours Indian Emplogees’ Union

The third annual geuneral meeting of

the South African Railways and Har-’

bours Indian Employees’ Union ‘was held
racently at the Temple yard, Greyville
Compound, Durban. " About 250 mem~
bers were present. Mr. V. P, Padayachi

présided and was sapported by Mr. E. -

H. Fisher, who-deputised for the System
Manager, Mr. P..de Bruine, the Oom-
pound Manager, Advooate A, Ohristopher,
Messrs. D, 8, Chetty, K. Soobramoncy,
P. R. Pather and P. B. Singh. The
annual report was submitted by Messrs.
D, 8, Chetty and K. Soobramoney, the
hon, and assistant organising secretaries,
reviewing the varions activities of the
unlon, and wasadopted, The treasurer’s
financial statement. was submitted by Mr.
K. R. Reddy. Advocate A. Ohristopher
" domplimented the union on its achieve-
ments in the welfars of the Indian rall-
- waymen and gaid he was plessed to
learn that all the employees had joined
the union. He thanked the BSystem
Manager, Mr, E. H. Fishor, and Mr. P.
de. Bruine for their sympathetio consi-
deration to the representations made by.
the union.
meeting that the -department had the
interests of its employees at heart and
waa prepared to do'all it conld for them,

" He wished the nnion every sucoess, Me.

P. do Bruine assured the meeting of his
whole-hearted co-operation; Thefollowing
officlals were duly eleoted: President: Mr,
V. P. Padayachi; ‘vice-presidents; Messre.
.8, Thambiran-and R. Ramouthar; hon,
secretary: Mr.' R. K. Moodley; hon.
treasarer: Mr, K. R. Reddy; hon. legal

advisor: Advoeate A, Christopher;  hon.-

organising secretary: Mr, D. 8. Chetty;

_ asgistant organising seoretary: Mr, K. -

: S A R &H Admimsfrahon Considers, Scobramoney; committee: Measrs, V. M,

Re-employment Of Indian Labour

The Indian community will be pleased
: 'io learn that as a result-of the represen-

* tations made by the Sonth African Rail-
wWays and Harbours Indian Employeea’.

Union, to the ‘Hon. the Minister for
Railways and Harbours, the Adminstra.
tion has agreed on brinolple to the re-
employment of- Indian’ lsbomr in Natal,
It-is understood that the Admlmsbratmn
is now exploring the varions avenues in
which Indiane may be employed, and it
in hoped that this will be given effect to
within the next week or two, -All In-
dians desirous of being employed by the
* Railway adminisiration are asked to re-
gieter at the office of the union (next to
Advocate A, Gbristopher’s office), Baker

Street, Darban, immediately, when any -

farther information available will be
given to them, - '

- i

Thambiran, Eundasamy Moodley, 8. B.
Singh, G. Moonsamy Govender, Raga-
_ van, A. Talukanam, K. Ramperead, A.
“ Ohellas, K, 8. Naicker, Budram, Coop-.
' samy Qovender; - George M, 1N'laidooI and
: Thulakanuni, - * ~~ -

Naﬂonalm Support For Smuls '
~ Gooemmcnt

" The deciion of Mr. J. D, Heyns,- for-

-mer Nationalist member of Parliament

for Middelburg, to support the Prime’

Minister; General J. C. Smuts, and the
Governmant, 'has come 38 an unpleasant
uhoek to the Hertzog group in the Trans-
vaal, Mr. Heyns is one of the most in-
fluential and " progressive farmers in

7 Middelourg, with a wide sphere of .per-
"‘sonal inflaence in the district. -

Increase In Price Of Petrol

' ’.l‘hg price of petrol in the Uaion has
been further increased by a penny. A
gallon now costy ls, 6d, in Durbgu and

Mr. E. H. Fisher agsared the -

1s. 104. in Johaunesburg, The first in-
croage was made on Qotober 6.

Durban To Have New Railway -
Station

. Durbania to have a new £240,000 rail-
way station and the workshops in the
beart of the city are to be removed to
Umbilo at sn' approximate cost of
£2,000,000, it is announced by the
Minister of Railways and Harbours, Mr,
F. O. Bturrook, sfter he had disonssed
the matter with the Darban City Ooun-
¢il in committee.

Durban Il!dfdll Women’s

Assoclation

The Durban Indisz Women's Associa-
tion hae organised a grand variety oon-
cort to be held at Sastri College, on
December 2, .at 7.45 p.m,, in eid of the
Indian Children’s Feeding Scheme, which
is being organised to give meals to needy
sohool children, sad also to help forward
the Indian Children’s Holiday Home.
The Mayoress of Darban, Mrs. Claire
Ellis Brown, snd Mise Thelma Whitoutt
—both very well-known singers—have -
promised to sing at this concert, and.
other prominent Indian and European
artistea will render items. The pro.
gramme includes song, musio, dances,
sketohes and a play, and there will also
be vernacular ftems,

The Natal Indian Blind Society

.The Natal Indian Blind Society has
"beoén established for three years in Durban
for the purpose of sssisting the Indian
blind of Natel and, where possible and
necessary, to arrange for medical treat-
ment and agsigtance. 8o much can be
done to arrest blindness, whioh is so
prevalent throughout the Union, mainly'
through neglect and ignorance. The
names of 130 Indian blind persons have
boen recorded in the reglater of the

_ society and muoh is belng done to help

-Indians. The soolety refers all blind
_ ohildren to a special sohool for the blind.

_ At present one of onr blind boys, Mani

Vasagam, is undergoing trainjng and
making exoellent progress. Several
other children are awalting admission,
There is o reason, whatsoever why
blind or pagtially-blind ohildren shounld
fiot enjoy the blessings of eduncation and
be tanght {o help themeelves and thuns
become useful raembers of the commu-
nity. Seoveral adults and children have
been taken to the hospital to undergo
treatment amd operation and we are thank-
ful to vreport that many have recovered
their gight. OCommunications should be
addressed to Mrs. F. Gordon Qawston,
345, Vause Road, Durban, giving the
tollowing partioulars:~Fall name, ad-
dress, age, whether single or married,
mumber of dependents snd thelr ages,
if receiving auy fnenolal sapport,
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~ Things In General

]ohannesburg Indian Social Welfare Association

The following is the annual statement of revenue and expendlture for the above .
Association for the year ended September 30, 1939 :—

REVENUE F 3 8 d

Balance on Sept. 30, 1938 19 2 9
Ponstions 693 8 5
Olinic Feea . 71 0 0
Muniocipal Share ofclmwnent 4% 0 0
Proceeds from L_ectm-e ser 2819 6
' £R57 10 8

Back From The Hotherland -

Mr. Mahomed Saheb, a prominent re-
gident of Springs, Transvaal, who was
hon, escretary of the Hprings Indian
Commaercial Association and secrotary of
the Springs Mohamedan oommunity,
has retarned from his visit to India by
the 7akliwra. While in Ratnagirl, his
birth place in India, Mr. Mahomsd
Baheb was appointed secretary of the
Jamiatal-Mualimin.

'Samapalhee Humsathaveni

Sungeetha Sabha.

The 14th annual meeting of the Saras-
pathee Humeathaveni Sungeetha Sabha,
was held at Maritzburg recently. Mr. R.
H. Rajah presided. The hon. seoretary,
Mr. N. P. Roeddy submitted a lengthy re-
port of the activitice of the Babha and
stated that it folfilled twelve engage.
ments during the year in Maritzburg
and Jacobs very sucoessfully.: The
chairman, in moving the adoption of the
report, paid a high tribnte to the hon.
gecretary and the tator for their credit-
able services, It was resolved to present
an illuminated address to Mr R. Rajak,
who have now taken up residence fn,
Jacobs, for his continued eervices ven-
dered for the past fourteen years, as
president. The followiug officials were
elected for the ensuirg year:—Patron:
Mr. R. N. Moodley; bon. life vice-presi-
dents: Megsrs. P. Reddy; R, H. Rajah
and B, Manicam; president: Mr. K,

" the mesting.

-

. EXPENDITURB £ s
Balary—Social Worker 252 0
Clinfc—

Rent and Water ... see 89 9
Medjmne’ Y ate ' 28 15
Cleaning - we, 12 0
Travelling Expenses—

POtl'Ol e en Y
CGreasing and Repairs ...
Garage = -
Insurance and Licence ...
Repayment of Loan o
Honoraris wen’
Grant to'Rand AJd A.saooiation 37 10
Secretarial Expenses 25°0

Stationery . e s 10 4
Telephone .o e 39
Bank Charges vae e, - 116
Sundries e e 188
Cash at Bank e 125 8
£857 10 8
Nett Balance at Bank «. 125 § 7
~ Add Grant due b§ Manioi- -
pality for September e 315 0
198 7
Lees Grant dae to Rand Aid - .
Aasoomtion e 3710 0~
Nett Oredit Balance . 4w, 9113 7

Muragan; viee-premdents: Megers. E. K.
Padayachee, P. Moonsamy and K.
Hendry; hon, secretary and treasurer:

Mr. N. P. Reddy; manager: Mr. Paul -

Pillay; asasistant manager: Mr. V. Murn-
gan; musie conduoter: Mr, V, Chinnappa;
tator: Mr. K. Hendry; . committeo:
Messra. P, Naidoo, M. Knrdarvaroo, o.
Naidoo and 8, M. Govender. ‘

Indian Soclety For The

Advancement Of Music And Art |

An enthusisstic meeting was held in
the Glencoe Indian School hall on Satur-

day, November 18. The mesting,
which was donvened for the purpose of
forming a branch of the Indian Society
for the advancement of musie and art in
Northern Natal, was attended by pro-
minent people from all of the provinee..
Mr. Manickum Snurap, headmaster of the

‘Gencoe Indian School, presided over
The aims, objects and -

activities of the sociely were broadly
outlined by Mr. E. R. Warriner, presi-
dent of the council. ' Other speakers in-
cluded Messrs, P. R, Singh, secretary of
the society, @. V. Naidoo, V. Lawrence
and A, D. Lazarus, M.A., president of
the Natal Indian Teachers’  Soolety.
After Inspeotor Mr. P, J, du Toit and

"Mesars. Q. J. Christopher, A, Rowley, .

R. Loganathan, R. Bunwarie and other
gpeakera had spoken on the desirability
of forming the above branch, it was
unanimonsly decided to form a branch

[
gOI-‘
L=J- -}
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* runs, all out, .

in Northern Natal, the gentre chosen
being Glencoe, Election of officiala re-
sulted as follows:—Chairman: Inspector
Mr. P. J. du Toit; hon. secretary: Mr.
Maniokum BSuran; hon. treasurer:” Mr.

. M. R. Naidn; committee: Messre. N. K.

Naidoo, B.Bunwarle. M. N. Naicker, E..
M. Hansa, J. J. Singh, Mrm. N. K
Naidoo and Miss . V. Maharaj. It was
also decided to include all headmasters
of Indian echools in Northern Natal ag
well as one other representative from
each centre on the above committee.
The following were elected on the com- -
mittee:—Messrs, O. J. Christopher (New~ _
castle); O. Gopaul (Dannhauser); T. 8. -
Tommy (Dandes); N. 8, Méodley (Burn~ |
gide); E, Ameen (Washbank)- sud E.J.
Govindasamy (Ladysmith). A featuré
of the'night's programme. wag the de- .
lightfal singing of Mr. P, R. Singh,.
whoss items in the vernsemlar and -

~ English being highly appreoiated by the

audience, ' .
- )
Umbhloti InJian’s_ Death |

Theé death took place on - November 7

" at the King Edward VIII Hospital, of -
* .Mr. V. Mathuraisamy Moodley of Um-’

hloti, an a result of a recent ‘motor acei- -
dent. Mr. Moodley, who was fifty years
of age, entered the sorvice of the Umhloti .
Oentral Factory thirty-nine years ago
and up to the time of his death he was'
employed as a weigh-bridge olerk. Mr. .
Moodley was a loyal and devoted servant .
of the factory and ‘wag of a hospitable
ard oharitable natare in his private life.
By kind permission of Mr. Armstrong,
Direotor of the Umhloti Central Factory, |
the remains of Mr. Moodley were cre-:
mated at the local cemetery in the pre-
sence of a large pumber of friends and’
relatives, Mr, Moodley is survived by -

. ‘his w:fe and two married danghters.

. A

'Aryan Cricket Club (Port Ellzabeth)'
"The Aryan Cricket Club" played a cnp

mateh against the Orient Orickat Club on .

November 19.- Orient 1st -innings 33
(T. Bansda 6 wickets for
8, M. M, Bulsara 3 wicketis for 6).  Ar-
yan Istinnings 79 rnne: 'T. Baneda 45 .
not oumt, *"A; Naran 16. (T, Makan 4
-wickets for 26), Orient 2n0d inninge 44 -
for 9 wickets.. (T. Bansda 4 wickets for ’
“1s° M. B. Kara 3 wickets for 26).

account of inenfficient time, 'Aryans wom
on tha lst innlngs by 46 ronps,.

_ Swara] Cncket Club |
'l‘he third annual general meetlng of

. the Swaraj Cricket Qlub was held at the

Tamil Institute, Pretoria, on November
9 under the chairmanship of Mr, V. G.
Pillay, The following office-bearers -
were elected for the season 1939.40:—
‘Patron: Mr; Hira Rama; president: Mr, .
Esoop Mooga; vice-presidents: Messrs. V.
B, A, Pillay, R.Chetty, A. V, Paday-
achy, . @. Krishna Pillay and O. H..
Oaaalm, treagurer: Mr, 8. R, Chetty;.

- pecretary: Mr. C. R, Pillay;- assistant

gecretary: Mr, H. R. Pillay; cao'ain: Mr,’
R. V. Moodley; . woa-oaptain- Mr, P K,

3

’

. Ohetty.
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