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Attitude Of Non-European Front

’ N S.APA. message from Cape-
H . town dated July 31 states:
The attitude of the non-Euro--
pean United Front towards thé pas. _
sive resistance movement suggested
by Indians in the Transvaal is -set-
out in a statement issued over the
signatures of Councillor Mrs. Z. Gool
and other members of the United Front
Committee. It states: “While the non.-
European United Front will at all times..
give assistance to any section of op-
pressed people engaged in the struggle
against segregation or the colour bar
laws; it is of the opinion that: it would:
be-premature for a group within the ,
Indian community to launch a separate.
and independent campaign against the
Government, The problem facing In--
dians is a sectional problem, but it can-
not be solved by Indians acting on their
own.” Hope is expressed “that pas-
sive resistance will not hastily be em-
barked upon until mutual consultation
and preparation for simultaneous action.

. can be taken by the leading organisa-. -

tions of non-European people”

We are surprised that Councitlor Mrs.
Z. Gool should interfers in matters
which purely affect Indians, when she
herself is not an Indian, and seek to
advise Indians as to what they should
or should not do. Indians in South
Africa have the voice of four hun-
dred million pebple of lndia to advise
and to guide them. While we have the:
fullest sympathy for the Bantu people
of >outh Africa and advise our people
not to: do anything that would mar
their progress, we have no dount they
will fully realise that their problem is
peculiarly different to that of the Indians -
and that they cannot therefore mix up:
their problem with the indian problem,
"Councillor Mrs, Z. Gool and members of
the United Front Committee would be
well advised to help those who are in
need of their help and not seek to offer
advice on matters they are not com- ~
petent to do so. :

Northern Natal Congress Branches
Condemn Headquarters’ Attitude
The Northern Natal Conference of the
Nata! Indian Congress branches held at -

Newcastle on Sunday, July 23, at which

delegates from Ladysmith, Glencoe,
Dundee, Dannhauser and Newcastle
were present, the following resolution,

moved by Mr. V. G. Naidoo, (Duidee), -
seconded by Mr. O. J. Christopher, (New- -

castle), and supported by Mr. S. Bha-
gwandeen (Glencoe), and Mr, R. Khan,
(Ladysmith) was passed unanimously:

“That -this conference of Northern
Natal Branches of the Natal Indian
Congress held at Newcastle deplores the
attitude of the headquarters in con.
nection with passive resistance and thé

unity movement, and requests the head. .

quarters to place these two items on
the agenda of the special general ‘meet.
ing on July 30, and to convey to the
Branches the decision arrived at at that
meeting conceming. these matters.” -
The special general meeting,’ as we

- had not wrongly conjectured, was after

all not convened oa July 30! Brave .to
Mr. A. 1. Kajee. He has once again
succeeded in haviug his own .way and,
it is left to him now when he will be
be gracious enough to conveae it.

Mr. Stuttaford Explains ° :
: - Segregation A

“The segregation Act which is:now..

 being enforced will not be used as an.

instrument of repression,” declared Mr.
Richard Stuttaford, Minister of thé In.

‘terior, in an'interview with a Press-

representative on July 27. “My Depart--
ment,” continued Mr. Stuttaford, “will
carry out the Act with scrupulous fair-
ness. * 1 can see no reason why the law
should not function easily. In fact, 1.
anticipate very little difficulty in apply-
ing *it.” When Mr. Swnttaford was
asked what bad happened® to those
applications for licences that had: been.
received between June 1 and July 135,
that is, between the time when the Act

"was passed by Parliament and the date

of its promulgation, he stated that,
with one single exception, .all these
applications had been granted. “My
Department,” he. declared, . “reported
that there was nothing abnormal in the
applications, and in the circumstances
were granted. There was nothi
unusual in the one rejected applicant.”

Rev. Andrews On Indian -

Question In South Africa

In the course of a ‘series of three
articles written by him in T} Hindu,
Madras, on “Indians’ Plight- In South
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Africa,” the Rev. C. ¥, Andrews states:
“A golden opportunity bas now been
afforded to the Luropean community in
India to- demonstrate to their fellow-
Europeans in South Africa, what a fatal
mistake they are eommitting, and what -
a perilous step they are now intending -
to take, almost -without realising what
they are doing. Every European in
this country knows that Indians to-day

_ will not submit to be treated as an in-
ferior’ people. The racial barrier was

broken down long ago, and Europeans
have surely leamnt that this ‘colour bar
attitude of intolerance will not be sub-

~mitted to any longer. If, therefore; -

those who have the leadership in ‘India, -
in the different European: Associations,
were able to,make luminously clear in

‘South Africa, that, on this point of

national honour, Indians could- mot

possibly yield, any more than the J apa.

nese, then the Union -Parliament might
well pause before it mortally' offended.
Indja, its. next door meighbour. The

argument might be drivea home that it

would be madness on the part of South
Africa, at the -very time when it was.
being threatened.by Nazi Germany to
go out of its way-to strike a deadly

- blow at India. To put this in other
" words, it would be a folly which calm

and sensitle people, like the Dutch in.
South Africa, would bardly _ commit, .
ifonly they were clearly aware - that the
bitter hostility of India “would be the in-

evitable result of segregation. T

" In the third aruicie 4r. Andrews dis- }

cusses the various methods that could
be adopted by India to bring home to
South .africa the indi.nation felt by
India against the former's Areatment of
Xadians. ' In doing .s0- he rules- out asg

‘impracticableand ineffective any retalia..

tory measures by India a:ainst south
Afnca but suggests that “the Quiet and

‘dignified ‘withdrawal of-the Agent-

General of the Governinent of India
might well be a step in the right direc-
tion. 1t would express in an open way
the deep and bitter “feelings of India.
Therefore it may well happen soon, that

 this step ought to be taken. Yet 1 cannot

help feeling, along with Habatmaji, that
the sime impression might be made in
80 even stronger manner (i} by . the
United European Associations of I’lmna
themselves declaring to the Europeans

in South Africa that the step they pro-
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pose to take, by segregating: Indians,

was a most deadly insult; {ii) by the
Viceroy himself issuing a pronounce-
ment which would show to all the
world how grave the idjury was which

was being commitied, Perhaps, steps .

like these should be taken first. -

“While I have been thinking over the-
whole matter, in the light -of past ex-

- perience, 8 copy of The Hindu tas been

lying on my table which tells me how .

‘the campaign in Nazi Germany for the

* return of German South West Africa is
- about to start. This is probably the

most serious issue that the ‘Union Goy- -
ernment has ever had to face since the .
' As that Nazi

time of the world war.

' campaign develops, South Africa will

- look around for iriends as she has never .
. -done lbefore.

I can hardly imagine
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General Hertzog, General Smuts, Mr.
Stuttaford and Mr Pirow being so
foolish as to lout openly the friendship
of lndia when their own interests are

-being threatened.

“But again Ereturn to the point which -°
- cannot be emphasised too strongly, It -

must be made clear, without a shadow of
doubt, that this is a life and death matler for
India; that segregation of Indians, as an
inferior race, is quile intolerable al a time

_ohen nalional sentiment in India is aculely
~awake. This one point must be driven

home before any further drastic step is
taken by South Africa. My own hope
is, that without any useless- threats of
retaliation the better mind of South
Africa will respond, and the ultimate

step of racial segcegatwn aga.mst India
w:ll not be taken."”

@pinton
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o ' . Postponement

THE pamve resistance onmpugn sgainst
the Tmnsvml Amhes (Land and

Trading) Ast,- whioh was to ‘have
begun on August 1, has, ‘on_the -advice of
Mahatma Gandhi; been postponed for a time, -
" becanse Gandbiji states that he is in touch
wish the-Miniaters and has some hops of an.
hononeable ut.tlement It i thie oode of

-  pussive resisters,” says - Gandhm, “to geige -
- every opportnmtyof avoiding mmhnoo, it

" The Passive -
Remtanoe Ooncll ha.s dnne wisely in tollow- :

it can be done honourably.”

'~ ing Glandhiji's a.dvme Whilast it is ltrongly
" felb by the members of the Passive Resistance

. _ Counoil, t.hat the Union Gomnment, by in-

 pisking on pmng the interim meadure whilst.
negotmttonl “were atnll prooeedmg between

by ‘the offensive . atatamenta ‘made by the
M.muter of tha Intenor in Parliament against

- . the Government. ot lndm, rendering the lat-

" gar's potition s though they stood before,

thay have implicit faith 'in~Gandhiji nobt ’

-~ Jending I:umself to auything thet would

bting dmhonnn: to our oommumty or

. ‘_o:u.nt.ry.,

Byom: pua\-.pomng the at.ruggle wa have
proved onr earnesh that it is not the purpose
_of those who have decided. to lnnnoh pumve
resistanoe to embarrass the Governmeat or

. the people of Somth Africa in apy Way.

They want to risk their own lives for the

nkeoftheumtmmlhmouamlulf-_

"respect which they hold dearer than any
eatlihly possessions, They are also not ont

endnnger ot inconvenience the public in
_eny way. They are going to violate only
such laws that will do no harm to the publio
. poace and will invite punishment on them-
selves which they will be prepared willingly
and quietly to, guffer, _

-Their ﬁght is against the ducnmmntory
and offensive laws of the comntry and not
. agaipst the peaple.
~all "the mmhinery ab their dmpoaal to

The authorities havé

- South Africa and in India and insinting on -

adeqnmly deal with them,” and passive -
remtan willnotmany Way resist nhnt_

mohineq boing applied against them. In’

¢ Tndia d thm a0t we have not the least doubt that
thamuelvau “d the Government of lndia, ang - they will haves the sympathy of all thinking

people of Enuhh Africa. .
‘Lot us Dot waste the fnterim period
we have af our disposal.,
" utilited in orgavising our forces and training

- -the Union Government like tmpottunite
. beggm,havebarredthe dootfonny further thevolnnhentobetrna passive resistors.

negotiations with -any sense of hnnonr, '

ot P_—‘ﬂ

Facts  Misconstrued

HE leadorett of The Slar (Jobanues-
burg), on the postponement of
passive 'resistance is only another

jnstance- of the fmot that is constantly
being driven home thronghont the world
‘that those bhigh principles of

fonndation of the British Empire are on the

jnstice -
- and fairplay which are known to be the

It~ shounid .be -

™ tion has nob yet arisen to justify pesple with

August 4th, lﬁ’

The article is full of untruths and
half-truths designed only to belittle those
who bave decided to stand up for jostice by
nndergmlg self-imposed enffering.

Our contemporary auggests that Mahatma
Gandhi deprecates passive resiatance, on
varions grounds, “not the least important
being that he has hopes of an honoursble
gettlement of South African Indisn differ-

" wane,

ences with the Union Government, since

both the Qoverments of India and that
of Great Britain are trying to obtain relief,”
Mahatme Gandhi bas done nothing of the
sort. He does not deprecate the cempaign
but asks for a brief postponement because he
himeelf is in touch with the Ministers and

has some hope of an honourable settle.

ment. .

Our contemporary protends ignorancs
when it atates, “that the legislation which hes
brought into being the Committee of Action
has not yeb been enaoted.” The Committes
of Action has come into being in order to

- vexint the action of the Union Government
" in flonting Indian publie opinion both in

pagaing an interim measure in the Transvaal
which not only-deprives Indians of their
rights as human.beinges bub which hatls an
insalt to the Iandian nation by placing on it
a atigma of foferiority—and that too with:
out any justification. This very act hes
really closed the door against the [ndiam
Government; for hononeably oarrying on suy
further negotiations. It is ouly India that
stands before the Union "Government as A
mendicant.~ For soy other indepondent
State the present situation would have loog
been considered a8 euffloiently warranting s
atate of war. Indians in South Afrioa bave,
however, chosen to adopt -the hononrable
coursa of nnder'going self-suffering.

What oode of justice, we would ask, allows
the passing of a sentence withont the acoused
being given the fullest opportonity cf de.

_ fending his oase? XE this interim measure

is not a eentence passed ageinab the Trans-
vasl Indians befora their case is heard, we
wonld like to know what it is.

- e are therefore not prepared to believe
our contemporary when it says that-the poei-

any sense of self-respect taking recourse to
passive resistance 'whioh is the only hounour-
_able method they have _of
- protesting,

#The majority of law-abidiog Indisns in
this Provincs,” sages our cohtemporary,

effeotively
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“have 80 far abetained from the conrss ad-

vooated by the more demonabrative minority,

and this fact alone connot bat weaken the
~ foroe of any seckional protest.”

Well, we are shocked] If this is not a wil-
fol act of hiding the trath snd propagatiog
untruth, we wonld like to know whab other
interpretation conld be given to it, — -

That so-called “msjority of law-abidisg

Indisns” either in the Transvaal or in Natal
hag mot, yet bad the guts to hold a.pablio
meeting to denounce the course advocated
by what our contemorary terms “the more de-
moustrative minority,” whereas the latter was
at least able to hold that memorable mass
meeting of July 9, where 6,000 Indians had _
peacefally agsemblod and hed unanimously
resolved to resort to passive resistanoe to
protest against the Asiatics (Transveal Land .
and Trading) Act. Oar contemporary very
grudgingly published & report of that -
meeling and destorted the resolations.
Again that very “demonstrative minority”
had attracted over three thonssnd Indians in
Durban and those who will dot -keep
their eyes closed, ae our contemporary
appoars to be doing, ocan casily observe the -
growing sapport thisiFdemonstrative minor-
ity” is gaining from throughoat the country.
On the other hand the “majority of :law-
sbiding Indians” are pereonified in M. S.
M. Naos in the Transvaal and Mr, A. 1.
Kajoe in Natal, who have assnmed dicta-.
tional powers in the community, ~ The
goonet they begin to realiso that their 'w'ingé
. ure being steadily bot sarely clipped the
. better it will be for them. ™ : -
| There is, however, one thing in our oon-
, temporary's artiole which iz worth taking
- holeof. That is the following:.
" “The door to an konourable settiement has not
. Yet been finally closeq, and thers are many
- forces at work in this country which do their uts
- mosttosee guch a settlement is finally effected,

- Nor ix it right at this juncture to say that nefther
" the Government nor the Ministes for the Interior

is disposed to find a solution for & vexed question -

that will bring honourable finality to the probles
- of Indian trading aud occupational zights in the
Transvaal.?
Our contemporary farther goos on bo say:
*Time and again it has been shown ‘that the

community in South Africa has tany friends and

well wishes amopg the Evropean population
both in and out of Parlisment, Few of these
wonld be disposed 0 condone 5 resort at the
Ppresent time to panive resistance, which, how-
ever sincere at the gutset, is calculated sometimes
to lead to actuat clashes with the authority; and
both they and the Indians themgelves are bound
tG recognise that the present conditions in the

Ugion and in the outside world demang

that political distarbances should be sedulously
avoided,

. who kave remained in this country slways as

- who have_been the main pillar of the British
Empire? "Are the lives of Indisns con-

" sny- how simply beoause. India does mot
- . wield the power . that Japan, for - instanoe,
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It those who have rsolved to resort to-

- passive resistance are convinced that the

door to an-Aonowrabls pettlement is. still -
open Dr, Dadoo, the leader of the move-
ment, has made it quite clear, that “they are
prepared to go to any lengths to avoid
resistance.” It is for that, &nd for no other
reason, that they have, -on the advice of -
Mahasma Gandbi, postponed the launching

-

of the struggle, P

-

- As for the warning that the-precent oondi-~

tion in the Union and in the ontaide- world .
demands that”political disturbances should be
sedulously avoided, is it nob incumbant upon
the Government and the European people
of the Union to avoid, at a time like this,
wontonly and unjaetifiably trampling under
Cheir foet the seatimenta and self-respech of :

200,000 Indisns, who form jos a little over |

two and o half per cent of the total popula.- -

‘tion of this- vast sub-continent, and -over-

80 per oent of whom are born and bred in .
this conntry and know no other horme, and

& peaceful and .law abiding community, and
whoso ancestors have given their kife blood .
in the development and prosperity of thig "
couatry; and farther indirectly ounding the
susoeptibilites and insnlting the '_h'oﬁdm’.' of a
whole nation of four hundred million’ i!eople :

gidefed to be so cheap 8a to be dealt with

doe?  Are they therefore to be’ oon.
veniently "‘?PM like pawns in the poli-
tical game of the Union? -Are"those who"
have s sense of self-respect i be blamed - if .-
they refuse to allow: their self-respeot to be
trampled’ - and are 'prepared,“tu sacrifice
instead their physical selves?* If this .
Gppears to  be -euch 4 terrifyingly
“extreme’* method of protest then the only
‘beat coarse for those who eomplain ‘aguinat
i is % se that steps are taken to

romoid Ko cause of -it. . Why doss onr -

contenipotaty not soggest that instead -of
castigating those who are fighting for thoge _
high principles of justice and fairplay the
British people have been 80 boastful of?

- ~ -

.
Travesty Of Justice
S[NCE writiog the above the castiga+ -

tion of the Rand Daily Mail againstthe

sdvocates of passive resitance hag
"Goma to our notice. We are not prepated tor
believe, as oar contemporary woald have ue

»

255 -

beliqve, that Ehe plan of the adv'cm-tea_w '

passive resistance was weak. _ It.is in fact
the strength of that plan that' has' led
Mahatms Gandbi from his multifarions and

far moré important engsgements to once

- again faterset himeelf actively in the Indian

question of Soath-Africa, That in itself is
a victory on _t.ﬁe_side_ of th_e_advoo\ates--qf -
passive resistance, I
.Today that, the lauching ‘of passive re-
sistanco has been postponed becsuse of the

weakneds of their plan’is to misconstrue facts, - '
.Advocates of passive resistauce were ‘never
averse to uei:ing:r‘edreas by :iegohinﬁions -.if it :
-could be done Aonourably. We are against the -

- mew ' leglelation --not because it is < &

“pegging-down measure™ and that it will have
the effect of decreasing the mumbet: of
Indian treding licences, but becauss it casts

@ stigma of ineferiorily against Indians as & -

race and lays down the principle of ssgrega.

tion, while representations are yet' being

mede by the Government “of 1ndia againat
that very principle. .. Mr. Stattaford was.far

-from sympathetic when bé epoke on the o
measure iz Parliament and when he inter

preted the exemption clauss in the : Senate, -

He has mow olimbed down eligntly. jn de-

claring that “the Aot will uot be nsed as an

.instrument of repression,” aod that it will
~ be carried out with “scropulous fairness.™
_Those who believe we are ont only for thees -
" crumbs have failed to unders*and onr _inner~. - -

mont feelings. - This declaration of Mr, -

'th_e advooates of passive resistance, It there
is the alightest sense of justice and ‘fairplay.

in the ruling race of South - Africa, it should
* understand * that - the . least “that was-
_estential ‘was to- suspend the operation |
of ‘the objectionable  clauses: in  .the
-measure while negotintions werg siill ‘ooz

tinving for the . psrmanent solution of .the -
Indian question. These clanses were strong.
1y condemned by the Earopean Press” gener-

 Stabtaford does not satiafy the sentiments of . -

LY

ally, and we ackuowledgs with “profonnd

- wppreciation that ‘our” contemporary, “the
~ Rand Daily  Mail, ‘was the et ins

vondemuing them, "'A thing that is cone
demnable can only ba aoceptable to those -
who are ‘something less than humanbeings,

Advocates of passive resistanca wanl to prove
that they are humanbeings. with the same

sense of honour and . susceptibilities as . are
claimed by the raling race of South Africa,

Itis s "trdﬁt.y of justios to 6lmge the ad-

when they are really the viotims of .ooercion

strongest in: -

- Vooabes of passive resistancs with “ooercion”

at the hands of the anthorities, If willing. -

ness to stake one's life for the aake of ong's

honour is to be interpreted as odercion I
certainly, in the Presout inatance, betrags’
y ‘@ Weak oase oa the part of those who .com.
- ‘plain about eoercion, Co '
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TEMPORARY POSTPONEMENT OF
~ PASSIVE RESISTANCE

[y
-

Natal Mercury published the fol-

lowing under the bold headlines

" “Gandhi Opposes Civil Disobedience,”
S, A, Indians May Change Programme.”

Mabatma Gandbi cabled to certain .

- prominent South African Indians last
week saying that he was against the
institution of a passive resistance

campaign: while: -negotiations ' were -

still proceeding.’ '

The campaign was to be opened by .
“Traasvaal Indiansr on August 1 as.,

- a protest against the Transvaal Asia=
tics (Land, and Trading)- Act: Ttis
now » thought that in view- of

Gandhiji’ sadvxce the: programme may :

be changed

' The contents of the cable, it is now-

Manilal Gandhi to find out if he kne™W

anything about the cables. Mr. Gandhi, -

however, refused to make any statement
and stated that the public should take
no notice of what appears in the Press
as long as no official statement is made
by Dr. Dadoo, the leader of the passive
resistance movement. The Daily Alews,,

however, ‘was apparently only anxious
to extort, if possible, the cable men-

_ tioned above and did not publish the

- revealed, were not disclosed. at-the -

- meeting of Indians in the Durban.

Clty Hall last Saturday. -
g Fresh Developn_:ents _

There have been several fresh de-

velopments this week which may also

. alter the position.
Os Thurday Mr. R. Stuttaford
'Minister of the Interior, said that h1s

Department would catry out. the Act

" with scrupulous fairdess. -So fat only

one application for a licence- had
“been refused since the promulgation
.of the Act.

On that day, too, the Union Cabi.-

.net discussed the Indian question in

* the knowledge that theé Government

of India had not abandoned hOpe of -
a Round Table Conference on it. *

Sir Rama .Rau, Agent-Genéral for -

India, and his secretary, ¥r. S, Ridley,-
"left Durban for Pretoria this week, -
In the light of these developments
it is felt in some quarters that the
launchmg of a. civil disobedience

.campaiga would only complicate the -

posmon.

Br:tam May Exert lnfluence '

'%This movement,” said Mr. AT,
+ . Kajee in anmtervxew, "%is certain to
,cause tension in India, and there -the

B " opinion is gaining ground that Great

: Britain, in order to retain Indian
sympathy, ymﬂuenoe South Africa
"to remove the gnevanoes of South
African. Indians.” -

Those responsible for having en. .

gineered the publication of the above
had the satisfaction of hav:ng caused a
great deal of excitement in' thé com-

-munity and the Natal Daily News more

than once sought interviews with My, -
9 .

IS

statement made by Mr. Gaadhi, but
published almost the same thing that
appeared in the Alatal ACercury.

But the Agencies responsible for try-.

ing to play the secret service rushed to
the Press a bit too hurriedly and to
. their disappointment perhaps made a
" hash of the whole thing,

The same night Reuter transmitted
from 'Wardha, India, a message from
Mahatma Gandln which was published
in all the papers and on Sunday morn.
“ing the ‘air was quite cleared, The
message was as follows;

Gandhiji has asked the South Afris
‘can Indian Passive Resiftance -Com.
mittee-to postpone for a time the
. proposed launching of the struggle

. -on August 3, as he has some hope

‘that an honourable settlement will be

~achieved. '

In the course of a statemént,
‘Gandhiji says: “I know the Govern-
ment of India, as well as the British

" Government, are trying to obtain re-

“lief. Lhave put myseif in touch with
. the Ministers in the circumstances. I
" think a brief postponement of the
struggle is necessary.:
" ¢] have been in telegraphic corres-
* pondence with Dr. Dadoo, -Jeader of
the -passive resistance movement in
South Africa. I have no hesitation
' in asking the Passive Resistance
Committee to postpone for a time the
. proposed launching of the struggle.
" «[ am fully aware of the enthusiasm
" ‘of the ‘tesisters’—they bave proved
thmr mettle before. They will do so
a.gam if it becomes necessary, but it
is the code of the passive resisters to
geize every opportunity of avoiding
'resistance if it can be done honour-
-ably.

- “Every cessation in the search of
peace addsto the strength of the real
fighters. Let. them remember the
" gettlement in J914 was the outcome
‘of the cessation of the struggle for the
-sake of peace. [ hope the proposed
cessation will lead to a similar result.

“Should it unfortunately prove to
be otherwise, and should the struggle

MAHATMA GANDHI'S ADVICE

ON Saturday- morning, July a9, the .

!
begin, let Dr. Dadoo and his fellow-
resisters know that the whole of lndm
will be at their back.”

Dr. Dadao’s Stalement
Dr. Y. M. Dadoo, leader of the passive:
resistance movement in the Transvaal,
has issued the following statement re- «
garding the postponement of the cam-

: palgn- “In view of the cable advice

given by Mahatma Gandhi to me and
also his public appeal to postpone.
passive resistance pendmg further ad-
vice from him, the passive resistance
committee desires to inform the public
and volunteers that it will accede to
the request of Mahatma Gandhi.

“Mahatma Gandhi has been our guide
and mentor in all that the passwe Te-
sistance council has been doing in this
matter and we shall whole-heartedly
await his advice, for we realise that
his interest in the cause of Indians in
South Africa bas not abated one whit,
even though many years have elapsed
since he lelt South African shores, '

I, however, desira to stress that the
Asiatics (Transvaal Land and Trading)
Act, 1939, which aims at the virtual
economic extinction of the [ndian com-
muuity of the Transvaal, casts a slur of
inferiority on the whole Indian nation.
The passive resistance council sincerely
hopes that the negotiations that are
now proceeding will result in an honour
able settlement,

lKindliest Feelings Towards
Europeans

In the course of an interview with

the Rand Daily Mail, Dr. Y M, Dadoo
said:

® “] am at the moment not fully aware :

of the precise nature of the negotiations
that appear to be going on between
Mahatma Gandhi and the various Gov-
ecnments directly and indirectly con«
cerned. We are prepared to go to any
lengths to avoid resistance, and effect
an honourable and peaceful settiement.
That is ‘why we are now anxziously wait-

‘ing for further advice.”

Dr. Dadoo emphasised that the pros
posed passive resistance campaign was
in no way & sign of unfriendlinessor
hostility towards the European com-
munity as a whole.

“We have nothiog but the kindliest
of feelings towards our European fellow
citizens as a whole,. We merely wish
to register our passive protest against
the policy of the Union Government
towards our.people.”
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“The Star”

The Star (Johannesbur:z), in its
jssue of July 31, writes the follow-
ing leaderett under the caption “Mr
Gandhi's Advice™:—

HE Indian Committe of Action has
dope wisely in accepting Mr.
Gandhi’s advice to postpone its pro-
posed passive resistance campa:gn in
this country. Wr. Gandln, in his mes-
sage to his compatriots in the Union,

deprecates the suggested campaign on,

various grounds, not the least import-
ant besing that he has hopes of an
honourable settlement of South Airi-
can Indian differences with the&nion

. Government, since both the Govern- -

ment of India and that of Great Britain
“are trying to obtain relief.” A still
more cogent argument is the Mahatma’s
reminder that “every cessation in search
of peace adds to the strength of the
- real fighters,” This, he says, is the
code of passive resistance who are en.
. joined to seizs every opportunity of
avoiding resistance if it can be done
honourably. :
. It is not only Mr. Gandlns counsel
at this juacture that should deter those
contemplating 'this extreme form of
. protest against a situation that has not
yetarisen. The legislation which has
- brought into being the Committee of
Action has not yet Leen enacted, for
- Parliament last session did little more
- than endorse the stalus quo for a fur-
- ther and still indefinite period. The
door to an honourable settlement has
not yet been fioally closed, and there
are many forces at work in this country
which will do their utmost to see:that
such a settlement is finally effected,
Nor is it right at this juocture to say
that neither the Government nor the
Minister for the Interior is disposed io
find a solution for a vezed question
that will bring hoonourable finalty to
the problem of Indian trading aad
occupational rights in the Iraasvaal,
If so extremé a measure as passive
resistance were ever to be justified—we
do not agree that such a-situation
- ghould arise—it <could only be after
- Parliament had finally and inflexibly
ratified a settlement that an aggrieved
element felt it could not accept.

Up to now no-such position has
arisen, nor is the Indian community it-
self by any means agreed on the policy
advocated by the Committee of Action.
The majority of law-abiding Indians in
this Province have-so far abstained
from the course advocated by the more
demonstrative minority, and this fact
alone cannot but weaker the force of
sectional protest. Time and again it
has beea shown that the Indian com-

-

RESISTAN CE

munity in South Africa has many friends

- and well-wishers among the European
' population both 'in and out of Pailia- -

ment. Few of these would be disposed
to condoné a resort at the present time
to passive resistance—which, however
sincere- at the outset, is calculated

. sometimes to lead. to actual clashes
with authority; and both they and the
Indians themselves are bound to recog- °

nise that the present conditions in the
Union and in the outside world demand
that political disturbances sheuld be

sedulously -avoided.

“The Rand Daily Mail ”

The Rand Daily Mail dated August 1,
writes under the caption - "Extreme
Measures Would't Pay” :—

In spite of his long absence from South
Africa, Mr, Gandhi seems to have a
clearer and more realistic grasp_ of con-
ditions in the Union than those cof his
compatriots wko have been advocating

Ceredninirrdndy

§” WARNING

e

3 ~rHE publlo ls warned sgalnst &

glving oubaorlptlons to any
person eollecting In the i namo of
the Nationalist Croup of the
Transvaal Indian Congress un-
less offiolal reosipt has been Is-

sued -by the officlals of the

Croup, or the person oolleoting
holds a lstter hearing the sig-
nature of Dr, Y, M. Dadoo, Leader
of the Natlonalist Group.

>
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- passive resistance and the formation of

a so-called “Noa.European Front.,” In-
deed, it is not to the credit of the lead-
ers of the projected campaign that they

realised the weakness of their plan at -

the very last momeat, and ‘this .fact -
should greatly strengthen the hands of
the representatives of Indian opinion in
the Union who, have always maintain-
ed that such exrreme measures were
not only unjustified, but doomed to
_ failure.

It has not yet been proved that the
new legislation, which was described by
Mr. stuttaford as*“‘a pegging-down mea.

- sure,” will have the effect of decreasing

the number of Indian trading licences,
. I thelaw is administered with toler~
ance and understanding—and that is
only possible if the Indians do not

. gdopt methods which might call for re- -

taliation from other extremists—then
the stalus quo can undoubtedly be main.
tained until g final settlement w:eached

-

There is .no reason to suppose that
the representat:ves of liberal opinion on
this question in the Union wwill not be

.. able to introduce reforms without inter-

fering with- existing rights. - Appeals
and advice from the Governmentis of

India and Great Britain will add force -

to their argument, but ~it must not be

.forgotten that any suggestion of coercion

or active intervention will, be strongly

resented by a large proportion of the -

people of the Union.

In the circumstances, the Ind:an com-
munity in South . Afnca, which - ghould

.zealise that it has many friends among

the European section, will be well advis
ed to seek a golution along the .lines of
discussion and negotiation,and to pay

no further attention to the advocates of ~

‘methods which can only lead to serious .

- disturbances at a time . when every
- effort should be made to avmd raclal

clashes, N -
“Die Transvaalor "

" The following is, a translation of a-
Jeading article ifi the Nationalist Party
organ, Die Transvaaler, dated July 25, on _

-passive resistance, which -was to’ have

started on August 5. -Any comment on

. our part would be superflous +—

Before long, namely August 1, a
section of the Indian community will
begin with a campaign . against all

. legislative measures whith define their

position in South Africa differently from
that of Europeans. They are . against
" the absolutely weak temporary measure
which was accepted last session. Great.
er rebelliousness can be expected later

-when the more important and all-

embracing measures advocated by the

-Nationalist Party are introduced or

accepted. -We have here thus ‘to cope

- with what in fact is a rebellion of the

Indians against the segregation mea- -
sures whereby the European civilisation
has to maiotain its interests,
"#The campaign will take the. form of
. so-called civil disobedience, that means
.that certain groups of "Indians will
break the ordinary laws of the land viz,
those which they consider give them

. unjust treatment in compa.nson with

.Europeans. The aim is tp undergo im-
prisonment, to- offer no resistance and
to undergo punishment. They - hope
that the more they are in detention,
the more inconvenient it will be for
-the Government. = Apart from that they
believe that they will be Tooked upon
- as martyrs, especially when. they begin
. with their hunger strikes. In that way,
especla.lly -because there exists a big
‘outery in India, they will try to force
the Government to submit.

“Here is now a case where the United

" Party and the press which support the
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mously ignore those who trade 1n for-
bidden places. If Indians try to enter
the Free State it should be left to the
“Burghers’’ to drive them out. Every
possible Indian undertaking must €x-
perience an inexorable boycott from
Europeans. These law-breakers and
their families will receive openly or
secretly the necessary monetary help
through apparently law-abiding people.

“Through disobedience against the
law as a means for fighting, they are
exposing themselves against the sharp-

August 4th, 1939
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feasons why they produce goods in
arge quantities and thus dump them
on to other countries. Therefore, from
whichever way we may look at it, the
only hope for the solution of unemploy-
ment problem or for the development of
rural areas lies firstly in the establish-
ment of cottage industries on a large
scale tl_:lroughout the length and breadth
?f [ndia.” In order to put these ideas
1nto effect, he adds, there must be real
and effective central and local economic
councils on which there must be emin-
ent economists and representatives of
labour, agriculture and other interests,
But industrialisation of the country on
a {actory basis can hardly be resisted at
this stage when it has already begun to
work and wake its usefulness felt in
eévery centre of our economic activity.
What is wanted is not a total negation
or }-ejection but an assimilation, and an
adjustment of our corporate life to the
industrial system with an adequate safe-
guard against the. evils inherent in it.
[t is a self-evident fact that the situa-
tion has been rendered complicated by
the interaction of manifold conflicting
interests of the different classes, and it
can be stated with positive certitude
that unless there is a surrender and
sacrifice of vested interests at the altar

of national well-being, no amount of

pious wishes or frothy sentimentalism
will be able to ameliorate the condi-
tion of the bleeding proletariat, In the
significant words of Mr. Stein, the cele-
brated German statesman, we can also

est measures- of Europeans. It now =
appeares important to drive out from =
commerce (while they are now allowed) &
that group which openly plead for such %
movements. Trade being their only 8
means of livelihood gives rise for their "
demand and brutal intentions. &
“Will the Government, Press and %
United Party supporters immediately &
declare their readiness to maintain the =
authority of the State? And will they =
immediately go over to start the propa="8
ganda for the coming week 2"

fl. . o Government should stand together to
"F e maintain the prestige of the Govern-
' ment. Every Nationalist, as well as the
Nationalist newspapers will stand be-

} British India it is only 8 per cent! In

|

|

}

‘ | -l . .

By %-F: hind the Government in such a conflict
| ;

!

sh_ort 92 per cent. of her people are still
without the elementary knowledge of
the three R’s. The figures given above
though disconcerting, are revelatory 0;
our actual position in the ecucational
world to-day. In British India alone
every year four hundred and hifty lakhs
of people suffer from various kinds of
diseases, and out of them 866 people die
every hour. The average length of life
| In America is 55.5, in England 52.5, in
e France 48.5 and in Japan 44.3, whereas
. 1n India it is only 22 7. And so far as
the question of unemployment in differ-
€nt countries is concerned, the statistics
collected by the League of Nations

THE ASPIRATIONS OF YOUNG INDIA § } e

possessed, and her energies have been’ employed elsewheére in the whole world,
but more than that number are without

cramped by a sordid system of rule to S _ :

which the interests of millions have ¥ any employment in illldla a_lone. Even
been sacrificed for the benefit of the " Wwhen the comparative efliciency of an
féw.” Similarly did Mr. Sullivan, who "5 S& average individual is taken into con-
was at one time a member of the sideration, India cannot produce more

Government of Madras, frankly admit, F3S E:gnlalng OFn‘r};Zrcge:Efid’Gzough “;menﬂﬂ,
“Under their own dynasties all revenue S5 PR e mangt ave 30,
that was collected in the country was = y Of, | 1Ir credit respec-

: | tively. Thus i '
spent in the country; but under our rule 3 hli hzst rec:}lrsd 1;111 Sléz:thh;gla ha; the
a large portion of the revenue is an- ™% S € and un-

s e FASTTEGE S e St o employment and the lowest record in
nually drained away, withoul any I€=_s —1ncome, literacy and efficiency.

turn being made for it......Our system =
GBI

acts very much like a sponge drawing %

up all the good things from the banks = As a matter of fact the political pro-

of the Ganges and squeezing them down = blem of the land can be solved only
when the economic interests of the

on the banks of the Thames.” Thisis &8
the testimony, not of Indians but of % people are duly safeguarded and prompt
measures are‘taken to bring about an

accredited European officials who held = |
responsible positions in the administra- intellectual renaissance amongst the

: | A
has no attraction for me. What

wanted therefore is a drastic measur

§1ving not an indifferent manual tra
1ng l?ut & proper occupational train L‘
specially designed to make it worth
while for educated men not to look up
to.Government service, . . . Unlessthe
mmd‘ of the student world is givena
bent in the direction of the main and
natural sources of livelihood and is
developed in a scientific spirit in keep:

ing with the special Indian condition,
the gulf between the educated classes
and tha‘ masses must widen; the former

must live on the latter instead of tle
former living with and for the Iatter @
and sweetening their life,” Asamatter 1
of fact much of our present state of
h'elplessness can be traced to the defec.

?we system of modern education. The
ideal of a university must not only be
the promotion of liberty of mind or
freedom of thought among its alumni,

but should also be to open before them
_adequate facilities for harnessing their
intellectual knowledge to the fruitful
work of rural reconstruction and social
well-being. In a country where 8o pel_:-.---.
cent. of people live in villages and
hardly get a square meal even inthe
course of a year, the education of & I
university would be considered a com- @
plete failure if it fails to create oppor= W
tunities for them to build their lives on

a sound moral and economic basis,
Regarding the ideal of a university
rightly did Dr, S. P, Mookerjee, the late
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta Univers

NER " against Indian tyranny. The best me-
11 . thod to combat this threatening cam-
3 paign of resistance against the laws 18
. to treat them as little as possible in the
| ‘ way they/wish. The government must
[

|

leave it to the public to deal with them.

Iheir branches must receive no sympa-
thetic publicity. The public must unani-
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even a couple of centuries ago. The
crushing poverty and rank illiteracy of — dwissiisinteiedmissieuonissgeuioniscfounissdosfoamissisciosioionisd
the people, which have become almost
preverbial in India to-day, present a
sad ‘contrast to the state of affairs
obtaining in this land in the ancient
and'medieval ages. The painful spec-
tacle of modern India denuded of all
her pristine wealth and glory cannot
but fill every patriotic heart with pro-
found indignation and sorrow. ©Once
a-land of plenty and profusion—a
veritable El Dorado, India has become
the poorest country in the world to-day,
and serves only as the dumping ground
for all the exploiting nations on earth.
The present atrophied condition of her
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were destined to rule. The history
bears an eloquent testimony to the
fact that not a single farthing received
from the Indian tax-payers did ever
go beyond the borders of India to fll
the coffers of the
India was made their motherland and
as such the most benevolent of the
Moslem emperors spared no pains to
enhance the peace and wealth of the
people at large. Prof. Dewye writing
in 1871 remarked, “We appeal to the
testimony of those who marched through
‘Bengal aiter the death of Sirajuddoula
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¥ India was a highly opulent countr dio=s. " : : e . L. : X irati 1 | i
2 e crgftsyof;;:he e attg i?:;d in addition to pillage andlextortmn, the annum, whereas the big imperialistic land representing an area of 229,900 sq. , dividual 3591"3“0“51_ fand f:;e e:?:::::d ledge so gathered, to the development
] | O el St escellence 3The Poy rich manufacturers of India were killed powers of the West such as America, miles capable of supporting a popula- ga:i::d of.a C:orporate 11e. B s il cconomic life aad T
R . N €1~ = by excessive pro-Britich duties and un- England, France and J have ‘ - will not be of any Indian is, 1n mMany cases, P
| plus of the AErythrean Sea, an authori- £as : . apan, nhaVEu tion of 55,721,759 . : icized polyglot or an idle social order, are but some of the urgent
R ; . A : air monopolies, and the surplus popu- Rs. 1,000/-, Rs. of-, R - d.. . iddle class industries and  of an Anglicized polyg ; 1ol
- tative book on India’s maritime acti. : : ’ ’ 750/- Rs. 450/- and S8 value unless ml : : o : lid und of ities of the h In the wordsof
| S : . lation thrown on the lund in an utterly = Rs. 345/- as the average annual income ndustries are siarted in these  visionary having no solid gro necessities of the hour, ds of.
3 ;let;est;agtlir;aglslz:iazoilsei:i Bi;ml;nt Oﬁf destitute condition, there to be subject- per head respectively. The condition :?;;asgfﬂ;ich will résult in giving subsi- practical training to sta:}d upﬂ:lr; Prof.- Radhakrishnan, “An eduﬂ.
ii | lands of the West as well ase o?r::l;e ed to severe and ceaseless taxation. lhe - of education in this country is none the Sl diary, occupation for the workers stay- - Rightly does Mahatma G;zﬁhéfssiﬁgtmt that brings UR 4 3 O e pov' i
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! smiling and peaceful villages of ancient

& o and Java as also to the distant parts

that at that time the country was one
of the richest, most populous and best
cultivated kingdoms in the world. The

economic life would hardly warrant
anyone to believe that she was the
feeder of nations till the very beginning
of the nineteenth century. That a bold
and industrious peasantry peopled the

W -
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i .

ing in wealth and luxury; the inferior
tenants and manufacturers were blessed
with plenty, content and ease,”

IT -
[f the testimony of historians is to be

India and cultivated the endless expanse
of fertile fields, while the artisans in
towns carried their various manufac-.
tures to a state of perfection, and that
the industrial products of India were
1z known to the merchants of Assyria and
R Babylon, Pheenicia and Egypt, Sumatra

phenomenon that the entire outlook of
the land began to undergo a miraculous
transformation with the advent of the
white races in India. The country
which was once the richest is to-day
the poorest in the world. Mr. H. M,
Howsin does not seem to be wrong
when he observes in The Significance of
Indian Nationalism, “The genesis of this
poverty in [ndia may be traced to the
early days of the Company’s rule, when

of the Western world are facts testified
| to by a host of European travellers.
3 Mezasthene and Arrian Stabo and Pliny,
Fahien and Hicuen Tsang—all have
given a brilliant pen picture of the life
and activities of the Indians of their
times, and have clearly pointed out that

~ shores to foreign territories. The annals
= of Moslem India (i, of the medieval
.~ age) tell almost the very same tale.
= The hopes and aspirations of the Mos-
B “lem emperors were bound up with the

% 't
-

& : well-being of those over whom they

' L

to recuperate their exhausted energies
and resources.” Frederick John Shore
(formerly of the Bengal Civil Service)
has also remarked, “Ihe halcyon days
of India are over; she has been drained

of 3 large portion of wealth she once
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great men and merchants were wallow-

tion of British India. As a result of this
systematic exploitation of her material
resources, India is experiencing to-day "
the bitterness of economic atrophy un-
paralleled in the history of any existing %
nation in the civilised world. The . %
villages have become now the veritable %
dens of jackals and hyenas, a creeping
paralysis has already begun to spread

sunken masses so as to make them
realise their actual position in their
own country. The Hon’ble Mr. V. V.
Giri, Minister of Madras for Labour and
Industries, once remarked, “We have to
scientifically organise the whole coun-
try, [ mean the seven lakhs of villages
in India. Itisa well-known fact that
India is pre-eminently an agricultural

believed, one cannot ignore the tragic -

tion have never had the opportunity

country. Itis now practically admitted
that people cannot rely on agriculture
alone for their sustemance.  Unless
therefore in the first 1instance you set up
subsidiary industries which do not re-
‘quire great outlay, the population in
the villages have necessarily to starve.”
He further suggests that the land that
is at present lying fallow and 1s in the
possession of the Government should b_e
thrown open to the peasantry for culti-
vation. But mere exploitation of this

over every imb of our rural system and
millions of people are dying of starva-

tion and diseases every year. If we

take the trouble of examining the statis-

tics of the average annual income of 8
the different countries of the worid, the .. ‘ 4
lurid picture of India’s present desti-
tution and economic prostration be-
comes revealed in all its nakedness unto

our eyes. India bas not at the present
day more than Rs. 27/- to her credit =

as the average income per head per ®

when there is no cultivation. “Elven‘in
‘Germany, a highly efficient industrial
nation,” said Mr. Giri, ‘‘they have cer-
" tain cottage industries, and export their
goods to other countries. 1he cottage
industries in Japan are run mostly by

power, and that may be one of the

of the world figures of the progress of
literacy discloses startling disparity ill':;%-:‘f 3
this regard between India and the rest
of the countries. Literacy in Holland,
Norway, Denmark and Germany is J00° P
per cent., in America 954, in England %

93:5» ﬂl,l_d in Japan g7.8, whereas in

say, “If the nation is to be uplifted, the
submerged part must be given liberty,
independence, property and protection
of laws.”

1V

Many even fail to realise that there is
an intimate connection between rural
development and educational reform,
The idea that elementary education
should develop the capacity for facing
the problem of life intelligently and
with determination has not yet been
acted on on a very large scale in India.
It cannot be denied that the present

system of education is to a large extent

responsible for the helpless condition of
India to-day. Even the young men of
the land, when highly educated, fail to
have that synthetic understanding of the
intimate relation between the ideal and
the real as well as between their in-

the past without hope for the future and
a general scramble for employment, the
whole of the beutiful edifice must one
morning come’ down with a sudden
crash.  Without the culture of the heart

and the hand mere growth of literacy

sity, remark in his learned Convocation
Address at the Patna Univerity, “The
Indian universities, if they are to play
their role in the rebuilding of a new
India, must not regard themselves as
exclusive instiutions which exist apart
from the currents of the country’s life.
Let them train their alumni in a worthy
manner and saturate them with the =

lessons of Indian history and civilisas
tion; instil into them unity and reasor,
strength and dauntlessness, inspire them ™ =
with skill and knowledge and teach =
them to apply themselves devotedly
unselfishly to the service of their fellow
men.” In fact the recovery of the old
knowledge in its depth and Iulneu,_i s
restatement in new forms adapted 10
present needs, and an original handling
of the novel situations that bave arisen
in the light of the Indian spirit, and
the practical application of the

surrounding him, to the general miﬂ_‘,
gency of life, to the dumb pangs of the

(Zo be continued ) -

tortured bodies and the lives aubmergg’d__?.- | _1'_"; _ ;'
in the shadow is essentially a failugc,g &
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Government should stand together to
maintain the prestige of the Govern-
ment. Every Nationalist, as well as the

Nationalist newspapers will stand be. -

hind the Government in such a conflict

" against Indian tytanny. The best me-

thod to. combat: this threatesing cam-
‘paign of resistance aeainst . the laws is
“to treat them-as little as possible in the
.. way theyswish. Thé government must
leave it to the public to deal with them.
Iheir branches must receive no sympa-

" thetic publicity. The public must unani.

' THE ASPIRATIONS OF YOUNG INDIA

. . 1 | ‘
‘ INDIA of to-day is not the India o
1 even a couple of centuries ago. - The
‘crushing poverty and rank illiteracy of
the people, which have become almost
" preverbial in Indid to-day, present a
. sad%%ontrast to the. state-of affairs
" obfaining in- this land in the ancient
- and‘medieval ages. = The painful spec-
* tacle-of ‘modem: Indiz denuded of all
her pristine wealth and glory cannot
but fill every patriotic heart with pro-

found " indignation- and sorrow. Oncé
a-land of plenty and profusion—a-
- geritable El Dorado, India has”become -
" the poorest country in the world to-day,.-

-and serves only as the dumping ground -
' Y Siop 08 € . 'testimony of those who marched through

. -Bengal after the death of Sirajuddoula
" that at that time the country was one

- for all the exploiting nations .on earth.
- The present atrophied condition of her
economic life would hardly warrant

- believe” that was the _
anyone fo belicve that she W ~, cultivated kingdoms in the world. The

great men and merchants were wallows

. feeder of nations till the very beginning
" of the nineteenth century. - That a bold

" and industrious peasaniry peopled the

" smiling and peaceful villages of ancient.

India and cultivated the endless expanse. .

of fertile fields, while the artisans in

-4owns cdtried their various’ manufac,.
" hires to a state of perfection, and that:

" the industrial products of India were
' 'known to the merchants of Assyria_and
. Babylon, Pheenicia and Egypt, Sumatra
" and Java as also. to. the distant parts

- of the Western world are facts testified

. to by a_host of European travellers.
'Megasthene and Arrian Stabo and Pliny,
Fahien and Hiciien Tsang—all have

"given a brilliant pen picture of the life

~“and activities of ths Indiaps of their
'times, and have clearly pointéd out that
India was a highly opulent country and
" 3the arts and crafts of the land attained

to a high level of excellence. - The Peri-.

olus of the /Erythream Sea, an authori.
. tatjve book on India’s maritime acti-

" yities, furnishes a glowing account of
her. trading rélations with the far-off,
. lands-of the West as well™as of the -
. precious articles -exported from' Indian:.

shores to foreign territories. The annals
- ot Moslem India (i..,*of the medieval

. age) tell almost the very same tale,

The hopes and aspirations of the Mos-

. lem emperors were. bound up with the-

. well-being of those over whom they

EERN
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mously ignore those who trade in for-
bidden places. If Indians try to enter
the Free State it shoald be left to the
“Burghers” to drive them out. Every
possible Indian undertaking must ex-
perience an inexorable boycott from
Buropeans. These law-breakers and

- their families will receive openly or

secretly ‘the necessary monetary help

throughapparently law-abiding people. -

~ “Through disobedience against the
law as a means for fighting, they are
exposing themselves against the sharp-

WMWMKMW
. By THE EDITOR
.. % Prabuddha Bharata ’f

| A DO O

‘were destined to rule. The history

. bears an eloquent testimony to -the .
" fact that not a single farthing received

from the Indian tax-payers did ever
go beyond the borders of India to fll
‘the ctoffers of the Moslems abroad.
_India was made their motherland and
as such the ‘most benevolent of the
‘Moslem. -emperors spared no pains to

enhance the peace and wealth of the =

people at large. Prof. Dewye writing
in 1871 remiarked, “We appeal to the

of the richest, most populous and best

ing in wealth and luxury; the inferior
tenants and manufacturers wers blessed
with plenty, content a_nd ease,”

: _ 1I- - -

" 1f the testimony of historians is to be

believed, one cannot ignore the tragic -

- phenomeuon that the entire outlook of
" the land began to undergo a miraculous
transformation with the advent of the
white races in India. The country
' which was once the richest is to-day
the poorest in the world. Mr. H: M,

~ Howsin- does not seem to be wrong

_ when he observes in The Significance of

Indian Nationalism, “The genesis of this -

. poverty in [ndia may be traced to the

early days of the Company's rule, when
".in addition to-pillage and extortion, the
“rich mannfacturers of Intlia were killed

- by excessive pro-Britich duties and un-

' fair movopolies, and the surplus popu-
-lation thrown on the lund in an utterly
destitute condition, there to be subject-

" ed to severe and ceaseless taxation. lhe
much angmented agricultural popula.

tion have never had the opportunity
. to tecuperate their exhausted energies
‘and resources.” Frederick John Shore
. (formerly of the Bengal Civil Service)
has also remarked, “Ihe halcyon -days

- of India are over; she has been drained

_of a large portion of wealth she once

- United Party supporters immediate:

- that was collected in the country w.

. dens of jackals and hyenas, a creepin
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est measures- of Europeans. It nci|
appeares important to drive out frai
commerce (while they are now allowenj
that group which openly plead for suu
movements, Trade being their om
means of livelihood gives rise for tha|
demand and brutal intentions.

“Will the Government, Press an

declare their readiness to maintain til
aunthority of the State? And will th
immediately go over to start the prop
ganda for the coming week?”

possessed, and her eénergies have bes
cramped by a sordid system of rule #
which the interests of millions ha
been sacrificed for the benefit of tli
few.” Similarly did Mr. Sullivan, wh
was at one time a member of th
Government of Madras, frankly admii}
“Under their own dynasties all revenu:

spent in the country; but under our rull} -
a large portion of the revenue is a
nually drained away, without any r
turn being made for it......0ur syste
acts very much like a sponge drawin)
up all the good things from the ban
of the Ganges and squeezing them dow
on the banks of the Thames.” - This i
the testimony, not of Indians but o
accredited European-officials who helu
responsible positions in the administr
tion of British India. As a result of thi
systematic exploitation of her materiaf
.resources, India is experiencing to.da;
the bitterness of economic atrophy um
paralleled in the history of any existing
pation in the civilised world. Th
villages have become now the veritabl

paralysis has already begun to spreac:
over every limb of our rural system ane
millions of people are dying of starva.
tion and diseases every year. If weq
take the trouble of examining the statis:
tics of the average annual income of:
the different countries of the world, the
lurid picture of India’s present desti-
tution and economic prostration be-
comes revealed in all its nakedness unto-
our eyes. India bas not at the present
day more than Rs. 27/- to hey credit
as the average income per head per
anpum, whereas the big imperialistic:
powers of the West such as America,
Englapnd, France and Japan, have
Rs. 1,000}, Rs. 750/, Rs. 450/- and
Rs. 345/~ as the average annual income '
per head respectivély. The condition

. of education in this country is none the
"Jess appalling. .A comparative study

of the world figures of the progress of
literacy discloses startling disparity in
this regard between India and the rest
of the countries. Literacy in Holland,
Norway, Denmark and Germany is joo
per cent,, in America 954, in Epgland
93.5, and in Japan 97.8, whereas in
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British India it is only 8 per cent! In  reasons why they produce godds io bas no attraction for me.  What is

short g2 per cent. of her people are still
without the elementary knowledge of
the three R's. The figures given above,
though disconcerting, are revelatory of
our actual position in the educational
world to-day. In British India alone
every year four hundred and fifty lakhs
. of people suffer from various kinds of
diseases, and out of them 866 people die
every hour. The average length of life

" large quantities and thus dump them
on to other countries. Therefors, from
whichever way we may look at it, the

- only hope for the solution of nnemploy-

ment problem or for the development of
" rural areas lies firstly in. the establish-
ment of cottage industries oz a large
scale throughout the length and breadth
of India.” In orderto put these ideas
- into effect, he adds, there must be real

. in America is 55.5, in England 53.5, i and effective central and local economic

France 48.5 and in Japan 44.3, whereas
in India it isonly 22 7. And so far as .
the question of unemployment in differ-

ent countries is concerned, the statistics

collected by the League of Nations
show that 40 million people are un-
employed elsewhére in the whole world,
but more than that number are without

any employment in India alope, Even .

when the comparative efficiency of an
average individual is taken into con- -
sideration, India cannot produce more
than 1.5 on her record, though America,
England, France and Germany have 3o, ,
18, 8}, and 32 to their credit respec-
tively. Thus in short India bas the
highest record in death rate and un-
employment and the lowest record in
income, literacy and efficiency. -
- 111

As 2 matter of fact the political pro.. -

blem of the land can be solved only
when the economic interests of the
people are duly safeguarded and prompt
-measures aretaken to bring about an
-intellectual renaissance amongst the
sunken masses so as to make them
realise their actual position in their
own country., The Hon'ble Mr. V., V.
. Giri, Minister of Madras for Labour and

Industries, once remarked, “We have to

scientifically orpanise the whole coun--
try, [ mean the seven lakhs of villages
in India. Itis a well known fact that
. India is pre-eminently an agricultural

country. Itis now practically admitted -

that people cannot rely on agriculture
alone for their sustenance. Ubless
therefore in the first instance you set up
" subsidiary industries which do not re-
“quire great outlay, the population in

the villages have necessarily to starve.”

He further suggests that the land that
is at preseat lying fallow and is in’ the
possession of the Government should be
. thrown open to the peasantry for culti-
vation. But mere exploitation of this
~ land representing an area of 229,900 sq.
- " miles capable of supporting a popula-
tion of 55,721,750, will not be of any
value unless middle class industries and
cottage industries are started jn these
areas, which will résult in giviog subsi.

diary occupation for the workers stay- .

ing in these villages during the season -
. when there is no cultivation. “Even in -
 Germany, a highly efficient irdustrial
- nation,” said Mr. Giri, “they have cer-
tain cottage industries, and export their
© goods to other countries. The cottage
industries in Japan are run mostly by
power, and that may be one of the

. councils on which there must be emin-
ent economists and representatives of
Iabour, agriculture and other interests.
But industrialisation of the country on
a factory basis can hardly be resisted at

" this stage when it has already begun to

work and wmake its usefulness felt in-
" every centre of our economic activity.
What is wanted is not a total pegation -

- or rejection but an assimilatiop, and an-
adjustment of our corporate life to the
industrial system with an adequate safe-
guard against the. evils inherent in it.
Itis a self-evident fact that the situa-
tion has been rendered complicated
the interactioc of manifold conflicting
interests of the different classes, and it
can be stated with positive certitude

- that unless there is a surrender and
sacrifice of vested interests at the altar
of national well-being, no amouat of
pious wishes or frothy sentimentalism
will be able to ameliorate the condi.
tion of the bleeding proletariat, In the

significant words of Mr. Stein, the cele-"

. Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta Univer-
‘sity, remark in his learned Convocation
[Address at the Patna Univerity, -“The

brated German statesman, we can also
say; “If the pation is to be uplifted, the
submerged part must be given liberty,

independence, property and protection .

of laws.” | _
: v

" Many even fail to realise thai thers is
an intimate connection between_rural
development and educational reform.
Tbe idea that elementary education
should develop the capacity for facing
.the problem of life intelligently and
with determination has not yet been
acted on on a very large scale in India.
It cannot be denied that the present
system of education is to & large extent
responsible for the helpless condition of
India to-day. Even the young men of

- the land, when highly educated, fail to -
have that synthetic understanding of the -

intimate rélation between the ideal and
the real as well as between their in-
o dividual aspirations and the -general
good of a corporate life., - An educated
Indian is, in many cases, nothing short
of an Anglicized polyglot or an idle

visionary having no solid ground of -

practical training to stand . upoD,
R.ightl¥ does Mahatma Gandhi say, “If
education means a2 genéral discontent

" with one’s surroundings, a wrench with .

the past without hope for the future and
a general scramble for employment, the
:wholg' of the beutiful edifice must one
morning come-’ down with a ‘sudden
crash. . Without the culture of the heart
a0d the hand mere growth of literacy

- ]

wanted therefore is a drastic measure
giving not an indifferent mannal 4rain-
ing but a proper occupational training,
specially designed to  make it worth
while for educated men not to look up.
‘to Government service. . . . Unless the.

.-mind of the student world is givena

bent in the direction of the main and.
natural sources of livelihood and is
developed in a scientific spirit in keep.
ing with the sperial Indian condition,
the gulf between the educated classes
and the masses must widen; the former -
‘must live on the latter instead of the
former living with and for the latter
and sweetening their life.” Asa matter-
of fact much of our present state.of
helplessness can be traced to the defec.
tive system of modern education, The
ideal of a university must not only- be

_ the promotion of liberty of mind or

freedom of thought among its alumni,
‘but should also be to open before them -

"adequate facilities for harnessing their
. intellectual knowledge to the fruitful

work of rural reconstruction and social
well-being. “In a country where 80 per
cent.-of people live in villages and
hardly get a square meal even in the
course of a year, .the education of a
university would be considered a com-
plete failure if it fails to create oppor-
tunities for them to build their lives on
& sound moral and -economic basis,
Regarding the ideal- of a university
rightly did Dr. S. P, Mookerjee, the late -

Indian universities, if they are to play
their role in the rebuilding of a new
India, must not regard themselves as

-exclusive instiutions which exist apart
from the currents of the country’s life.

Let them train their alumniina worthy

. manner and saturate them with the

lessons of Indian history and civilisa-
tion; instil into them unity and reasor,
strength and dauntlessness, inspire them
with skill and kanowledge and teach
them to apply themselves devotedly

- unselfishly to the service of their fellow .
.gen”
. kmowledge in its depth and fulness,  its

Ia fact theé recovery of the old

restatement in new forms adapted to
present needs, and an original handling -

“;of the novel situations that have arisen
in the light of the Indian spirit, and
_the practical application of the know-

ledge so gathered,- to ‘the development -

of a healthy economic life and sound

social order, are but some of the urgent _
necessities of the hour. _In the words of.

-Prof.” Radhakrishnan, *An "education
‘that brings up a young man in entire
-indifference to_the misery and poverty.

surrounding him, to the general strin-
gency of life, -to the dumb pangs 'of the
‘tortured bodies and the lives submerged”
in the shadow is esseatially a failure.”.

(Z0 be continued)
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ings In General

was passed unanimowsly recording and
conveying the society’s appreciation and
thanka to him, and also to Advocate A.
Ohristopher, the hon. legal adviser, for
-his invaluable advice from time to time
Jn all matters affeoting the society. Mr.
.and Mrs, Ohristopher addresss the meet-
‘:ingat length and congratulated the society

~Th

Durban. Indialn

Municipal
Employees’ Sociely
. HE fourth annual general meeting
of the Darban Indian Municipal Em-
ployaee’ SBociely was held on July 20,
at the Magazine Barrackes Hall, Somteent
Road, Darban, Mr. T. 8, John [(presi-

. Obituary

Death Of Mrs. -G. Moodley

After a short {llneas, the death o—t Mre.
Govindamah A, Moodley ooonrred at her

dent), presided.  Amongst others present
were Mr. H. A.Smith, the Deputy and
Qity Water Engineer. of Durban, .Mrs,

Smith, Mr..and Mrs. A, Christopher,

Meggera, 8, L. S8ingh and K. Soobramoney.

. .on their oreditable work .and appealed to
.non-members to join foroes with the

gociety and wished it eovery success,
The following officials were .elected:—
President: Mr. T. S. John; hon. organis:

residence in First Avenue, Darban, on
Sunday, Jnly 23, Mrs. Moodley was a
danghter of Mr.- Charlie Nulliah of
Maritsbnrg. She was on the teaching

staff of the York Road Government
Indian Bohool for many years sud re-
pigned on her marriage. Mrs. Moodley
wap associated with the publio life of her

The hall was packed to capacity and
.meny had to remain outside. Mr.. 8.
L. Singh in his -georetsrial report
gtated that tha Durban maunioipality
employs. 3,337 Indiang, including 2,950
_unskilied labourera and 64 women, who
. are engaged as grass outters and bath
- attendants. As a gesult of Dr, . MoNeill's -
. attmtion to the poor rations supplied by

_ing seoretary: Mr. 8. L, Bingh; assistant
organising - secretary: Mr. K. Boobra-
.money: hon, legal.adviser: Advooate A.
Ohristopher; hon. trensurers: Measrs. M. - :
8. Johu and V. M. Naicker; hon. seret. oommunity. In Maritzburg she was pro-
.ary: Mr, A, Doraswami. minently connected with the Maritzburg

N . Indisn Parllamentary and Debating So--

b BHUIIHBHHI DESBI' B olety, being “Education Minister” during
the munioipality a better quality of rice { :

7 ] : several sogsions, In Darban she for some
is now being supplied to the Indian em- | HIS SPEECHES 4

. time was -the president of the Iundisn
“ployess,. The uziform supplied to In: . . | . - Women's Asaocciation and took part in
Do Stioe was aldo the, subjeat of com. - { FPublished in ‘book form. Of

_ 1 * other Indlan sooial activities, She leaves
_ plaint o the municipality.. “It i urded . 4 par?u-mlar interest to st.u‘dents of 8 husband, three young children, her
thac white tanics be provided daring the . { ~Folitics, Law, Economics and parents and a large number of relatives.
summer months aa the present uniforms  { Commerce. {  The funeral tock place at the Mountain -
are h?_avy' and nnoomtorta\?le."‘_, ‘Ftated 1 The Book contains the -great Rise Cemetery, Maritzburg,
Me. Siogh. The age limlt of [ndian em- leader’s lectures on these and . )

plogees has naw hoon lnoressed from 45 other subjects of national interést, . "Death Of Abdt] Aziz

%o 50 sabject to the.applicanis’ patis- 4 _

faotory medisal report. ' The Booiety has - Price:  8s. Maater Abdul Axzis, ifth son of Mr. @.

- aleo mada representations to the Comneil  { - - ' o . R. Moonshl of Pletersburg, Transvaal,
. on the qaestion of payment of & houmse ° 1. Please write to: §  passed away peacefully on Taesday after
:tlllowano:"intlli)en olkaoo;mmoadtion at : “INDIAN OPINION" . two days’ illness. He was a brilliant

o maanlelpa arracka, qaw reorega- ¢ Ph n' \ N t l-

_ tion hall, acoordiog to the eecretary’s re- i{ - oenix ) e ;}u:l;nt : gzztrltﬂolll:;e ;nd ga‘:ned hl;

| pors, has uow been coimpleted for the L e ~ | e oriillonte eosmuer, AN
"‘Wage -Board _ oL was preparing to leave by the end of .the

. Oa Toursday, Jaly 2T, Messra. A. year to Edinburgh to take up medicine.
" Christopher (president),. P. R. Pather
(joint hon. mecretary), Rev. B. L. B

.~ use of the Iadian employecs. The Oounn-
oll, with the approval of the Administra-
Bigamoney (Johonunesburg), a8 represent-
" ing the South African Colonial Born and

tor, has approved of a building scheme to
* help spplicants -#ho have partly paid for

, Sattlers’ Indian . Association, together
‘with Mesars, 8. 1. Singh (hon, organising

gy

=_.'-—__|_-—_—_--—-—-_""-———\=
Apology

Itender my sincere apology to Mr,
and Mra, Bryan Gabriel of 122 Firat
Avenue, Darbap, for sssanlting their

their land, Oa behslf ot the society
Mr. 8. L. Singh congratulated 'Mr,
.Smith on his promotion as the
QOity snd Water Engineer of Darban,
and appealed to him to give-due. consi.

.- and upliftment of the, workers,

deration to.the representations of the

" gooiety. ' He stated that the socivty is

only too willing to co-operate with hjm,
and any demands they make wou}d cer-
tainly be just and remsonable. Mr,
" Smith was garlanded by the chairman

and & bouquet. was: presented to Mea, !
- Smith. Mr.Smith in response thanked *

the sooiety and stated thav a8 in the paat
he would do all he could for the welfare
The
minates of the lait mesting snd the bon,
treasurer’s fnanocial statement were read

- Employees' Soociety,

secretary), K. Soobramoney (assistant or-
ganising seoretary) and T, B. John (presi-
dent) of the Darban Indisa Municipal
interviewed the
members of tho Wago Board, thet is
presently in Darban [nvestigating in

csrtain industries. The deputation laid

streagon important points and was given
a very sympathetio hearing., The asso-
ciation will submit & lengthy memoran-

dom to the Board in the near fature,

Social And Personal

. daughter, Florence, in First Avenue on

June 5, and also I eincerely withdraw all
statements made conocerning her.

" (@gd.) GRACE SAMUBNLS.

ISurbnn.
“12th July, 1939, ‘
ﬁ

I IS

WANTED

A Coloured, Eurépean or an Indian
lady teacher to teach gsewing and

vy

and accepted.  Mr. 8. L. Singh and Mr, knitting for the Heidelburg Indian and
K. Soobramoney, the hon. and smistant ltlrﬂ-mﬁlavm:;l’l Oﬁmk mzomgan:ed iz (Coloured Government School
ll,organiaingeem_-amriep.aubmitwd_al.engr.hy' ) 'L:!c.ly:ml.ﬁ:. le!:lgor ;n di,a.:n‘a‘s::dg by Apply td:

report desaribing the useful a_('mvuiea_ot ‘ the 88 Kmys, A large gathering of SECRETARY SCHOOL BOARD,
the svoiety. ~The chairmsn in movlng ' Jpgjang had sesembled at the Darban P. O, Box 17,

— for 4ts adoptioa refeired. 1o the untiring
and ansellish-gervices rendered by Mr.
8. L. Siogh to the sooiety and a resolution

‘ Puint to bid farewell to: Mra. Sayed
Camroo-who 18 going back to India -after

Heidelburg, Tnnnva_al.
49 years’ stay in South Africa, o

— .
L Ll Al Ll 4 Sh b L4
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Boxin g

ALL the boxers Hguring in the title

bouts on Saturday evening at the
Oity Hall, Darban, are in fine condition.
‘Beaman Ohetty, the bantam weight title
.holder is making his last appearance be- -
fore. going overseas. Sonny Thomas,
-the light-weight champion, is determined
40 retain hi fitle. . After this fight he

Intands tackling Gorilln !l'hompson at -

" sstél-weights. annie Dixon {8 éonfi--
_dent that he will tursi the tabled én
Thomna. Two good nrelimlnariel com-
p]ete the programmo. Cou e

Soceet At Carrie’s o tain
Socoor i% the Natal Indian P é'&m-
. petition oii Batiirday ifterhicon af Curic’s
- Fountain _reached high standards, 4l
throe mtohen hemg keenly eonteslod."
" Biar, Shamrooks snd Shelh u_me throngh
-the 30«0 d tound it the expense of
_Whipspade, Afritex and Daffodlls te-

Whipsnade 2.1; Bhamrooki Bedt Afritex
3-1; and Btella beat Daffodils 3.2, -

Representative tonmn of the }Durban
boloured Eoot tion an tho
- Dirbsh Indisn Sundsy Tedgie Hiek o
- Sunday at Corrie’s Fountain fn a triondly
mateh which reevlted in & win for_the
Indlan {esin by three goals to nil, = Both

>t ' o8 - > " am aow

. I_ - “" . I‘
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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA’S WORKS.

Qt? iulli fre as Ioi]qu —Star beat
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J he hSpdrting Wotld

T RN | PRIy S

| Rdes gave an excellent exhibition ot
poceer.

Fort‘icommg 'l'ournag:_lent )
. T view of the forthcoming tourna-
ment the Frontier Indian Football Asso-
ciat!on tested the local eloven against an .
Easterti Province Moslemn (Malay) eloven -
which restilted i a win for the Frontier
by 3 goala tdo 1. - The ,!ollowinz playors
represented the Frontier
Hassen (goalkeeper), T. Mood.ipy, Oﬁgrlea

O'Brion (backe);. V. Charles, C., Rungn-
" samy, George Phillips (halve"f ﬂ i
. ¥aesen_ Mgqodley, Sunny . Narasoo,. .B.

Pillay,

Christian, ¢, Vengadajelium (Iorwnrds)

Darban & District Table Tennis tI' loi
- Delegates from the Hindo Youth Olnb

. Hinda Séofal Club, Muslim Iti'sﬁhlte, '
. Austins Bporta Olub, Bhprat Sacjal Club,

Sastrl dpllege loeinl Club, tormed g
#6dvée organimtion nna eleoﬁaﬂ' itb
oiils'. T1ié dnion fuvites tké other. tdble
.olubs in and, around, Durbgh fo
aﬂilin and thereb help in the e eml
progress of Bi)la tennis. A:& dlub feek-

* ing affiliition shonld elbsk it delégaté to

the UInién Oommittee, ,thé first, meeting* -
of whi to be onlled Soon, Aﬁliatio

keo is 55, 3d. and regmtrnhon feo 6d.’ per
players AN oommunioaﬁ'ons $hotild Be

" addressed to the secretary, cfo P, 0. Box

1773, Durban.

}

- effqrta,_to. raige up & team. .

‘Bug - Parfoct g
DIAMGND " W

 Fl&wless - lflAMONDS

nmfrenbnm
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Stmal ﬁdv'aﬂca ent Of Iidian

ot -

‘- S'istrl College Old Boys Club
There wis a fair attendance when the
Bantri O'ollege 0Old Boys’ Club held ite first -
monihly soclalat the College hall on Satur- -
day July 29. Mr. Morris Broughton ‘was -

“unable to be precent, and Mr. Warriner,

while explaining his ahsence also in- -
formed the membera that the Eisteddfod

_Tlnal ¢omeért was setdown for August

16. -The members present thoroughly :
enjoyetl_thé ghwes. -As the crigket season,

is approaohing the club appeals to all ila '
crwkeﬁrs to support the officials in. thelr

Lhe chief -
dlfﬂoulty is finance and the officiala are
ggntemplnting the idea of 8 grand aoeipl

* during the Miohaelmas holidays.

direct from our factory

biimMAND EUTTING WORKS -
62, Field: Sfreet Durbans - -
P ©.Box 2362.. FPhone 2-4888,

Alsoat Johannesburg and capetown

e wiinres 1 aaltor Tofdrotea 61.. e 4

¥ ‘ “ -A"
ahltllll dllldhl In

oral

i 063) .. ]
Pohtlcal and

Suth Africa, _; -:-i'; |
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Re.. :
ﬁomCoiombo to Almans R i'-"r: A;.
IWYO“ .-'-- - s " see - -u e -
Raja=-Yoga S . :“ !,2.- "‘“lﬂded—
Earma—Yogt o i e 87 1z The
Bgnlﬁd—\'ogs iy " - w .0 12,
s ¥ Bhakd “¥oga (in one volmne . 1 . &
rEu:fdth of Hindufsm ... s o §.
o Defence of Hindoism ... .. .. : .
Moderd fada - .- L oo om0 &
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