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INDIAN MERCHANTS’ CHAMBER'S PROTEST " -
'AGAINST TREATMENT OF 'INDIANS. QUTSIDE INDIA .

HE f&llowing statement has been
jssued by the Committee of the
Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay:

aspect of tﬁe whole situation is that the
solemn promises of the statesmen of

pitiable sight. Their personal honour
' is not safe; their national pride is de.

some of the Dowminions cannot be relied
- upoﬁ. Take South Africa, for instance,
- Ever since the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement
of 3914, by which India.undertook to
prohibit emigration to South Africa

- graded at every step; they are robbed of,
their honest means of livelihood. Even ..
Burma and'Ceylon that Qe everything .
to India,—even their very. existence is -, -
due to India, the source of their culture,;

“The position of Indians abroad has .
been and is still steadily deteriorating.
The apathy of His Majesty’s Govern-
meat and the inability of the Govern-
ment of India to help them bave en-

g

coutaged foreign Governments to legis-

late with impunity against th.e legit.io .
mate rights of Indians within their .

territories. Recently the Italian usurp--

ers in Ethiopia bave enacted laws on*

. the pattern of anti-Indian laws of the
~Union of South Africa. Our country-
men are relegated by law to the ‘posis
tion of uncivilised people. They are
prohibited from eatering cinemas,
theatres, hotels, and have been
ordered to remove their shops from
the centre of the town of Adis

Ababa. Some of these towns are owned .

by Indians. The Government of Belgian
Congo and the Mandated Territory of
, Ruanda Urundi have gone a step fur-

and the latter promised to administer

the existing Iaws in a “generous spirit”

towards Indians, South Africa has net °

ceased enacting anfi-Indian" legislation.
An instance of the flagrant breach of
their solemn promises is the violation
of the “upliftment” clause of the Cape-

. town Agreement of 1927. Nations who

attach namoral value to their pledges

are capable of doing. anything and no -

wonder Indians in South “Africa, are’

threatened with more anti-Indian . Bills :
in the form of the Segregation Bill and

the Transvaal Asiatic Residence and
Trading Bill: Indians in South Africa
bave exhausted all methods of consti-

- tutional protest, and have decided. in

religion and civilisation,—have joined ..
anti-Indian forces in the . woild.. The.
Government of India have stereotyped - ..

_ teplies to. the protests “and Tépresenta-.,
- tions made on behalf of our harassed -
-countrymen abroad.: We are told. that .

they cannot interfere. in the domestic , .

 affairs of the Union of South Africa be.".
" causeit is.a self-governing Dominion . .

and is within its right, to. Jlegislate | _
ona policy .it considers to be_ in the .
interests of the country. But . it is. -
strange that nothing seems to be in the .
interests of South Africa except “anti....
Indian legislation. -~ About foreign Gov.’

ernments, we are informed. that the

" Government of India have no ‘status to -

. megotiate direct -with them.. Al they, .
undertake is o ‘write ‘to. the British . *.
Foreign Office and the rest lies with -

~ ‘London. About tfe Kenja.Order-in.

ther. They have been arresting- Indian
nationals indiscriminately and punish.
ing them to long terms of imprisonment
and heavy fines without even a farcical
trial. They are arrested on suspicion

desperation to launch a passive re.’
sistance campaign to vindicate their -
'national honour, ' ot

“The Crown Colony of Kenya is noto-

of trading in illicit gold. A repre-

. santative of Indians in Belgian Congo -

has been in India for over a month; The
latest news from that country is that

his house was searched and a warrant . .

' of arrest has been issued for his arrest,

It seems the authorities managed to

discover illicit gold in his house during
his absence. His only crime is that he
has been asking the Government ‘and
the people of India to extend their pro-

tection to their mationals. in Belgian
Congo. The Committee of the Chamber

have meationed only two recent glaring
instances where foreign Governments

have launched unholy campaigns against_

law.abiding and Peace-loving nationals
of this country. :

“Within the so-called British Com-
monwealth, the position of Indjang is
progressively worsening, The worst

- rious for anti. Indian agitation and has

Kkept up her ill-reputation by the Eenya
Order-in-Council.” 'Under this Ozrder,
Indians are prohibited by. law to own
land in the Kenya Highlands, the best
agricultural land in the country, where-
as non-British subjects, no matter who
they are, provided they hail from Euro-

Eeaa countries, can settle on this sacig- .
. .sanct land. Sir Purshotamdas Thakug-
das, in a recent representation to the
Government of india, asks a pertinent .
question. He says: “Is it proper, just~

or sight that non-British subjects shouid.
be given preference over Indiang in

Kenya?” The Committee of the Cham-’
~ ber repeats the question with _ a]l the
" emphasis at their command and earnest- -

ly desizes a reply. :

“The Indians abroad population is

estimated at about forty lakhs. Every.
where throughogt the world theirs is a

L]

.Council, they do not seem to agree with

', tsas to the interpretation of the O:déi‘. L

Under these most exasperating circum.’
‘stances, 'when' we see ‘our natiopals
abroad fighting desperate battles with.

out the active help of the Government
. of India, it behoves the nation to adopt..

‘concerted action in order to hold dut g
[helping hand to them.” The Committes
~of the Chamber wishes” the.. South
African Indians best. success in the
passive resistance campaign, and assures .
them - of their hearty- sympathy. and .
active support. To Burma and Ceylon, .
" the Committee will counsei zaoderation .
and suggest Round Table Conferences,
- between India and the two countries to
an understanding. -The Committee ig
- emphatically of the opinion that unlesg '
the Kenya Order-in-Council i$ with.
drawn forthwith, there wil] be no peace
 between [adia and the Colonial Office,””
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.S_a;-tjur'c'la‘yA’s Mass Meeting :

NDIANS throoghont Natal are lookiog
forward to the mass meeting advertised
to be held iz the City Hall, Durban, on
Satorday, July 22, to listen to Dr. Dadooand
uther leaders of the proposed pasaive resist-
ance movement against the Transvaal Asiatics
T.a0d and Trading Act; and to accord them
their moral gapport, ‘It is to be regraited
that while, on the one hand, there is so much
euthusiasm there is, on the other, an eleraent
that i8 trying to work agsitet this proposed
mesting by. hurling threats of morder at the
organisers.. - Thess threats are harled in ‘the
name of responsible qffi ials of the Congress,
Unless the' officials put theic foxt down
against their nanies being aseodiated with
fiootiganism and openly condemn it, they are
a3 much guilty of hoolizenism a3 the booli.
* gans themselves. ‘

une amongst us has risen and is prepared to
face extinction rather thad subaitting to the
humilistions imposed umpon the’ community
by the ruling race of this conntry, and be-
oaute, this person is getting the increating
support of the community? Snrely, it is

pot an henjous crime for on3 to be prepared

to #ncrifics himeelf for a sacred cause whioh

in ultimately to benefit the whole com-

munity? Al sane men would hail with &
gense of pride and gratification’ such an ach

on the part of one of their brathrea, Oaly-

the {nsarie can condemn sach & person and
throw stones at him and try to put all sorts
of impedim enta in his way.

The community is cartaioly to-day with

Dr. Dadoo sud his' passive resistance mova-- -
_ment. It is only the fow, aud they are.

thoee that are holding responsible  positions
in the ‘community, who .are, -for reasons

kriown to themselves, mismsing the authority .

given them and the confidence placed in
them by the community. e
Thei¥ recent ntbarances, some of which are
quoted ‘elsewhere in this issus, sud théir
actions are certainly not such as would be-
oome an enlightened people with .the elight-
ogh sense of gelf-respect,  Better sentiments
than 'those have been expressed by people
who'ave just emerging from barbarism. And
do not we Indiang oldim to bs rapresenta-
tives of b great caltuce and eivilisation.
Surely, the bimé\ has passed wheo we should
‘be satisfied with mere recording of our pro-

testations against the insnlts hurled at our’
mﬁégﬁl'hononr.: _Ounr protests mnst bs
followed by an active gesture to show,that.we

van no longer heat thoze bamiliations and

Aheb wé ‘would far rather prefer death. There

mist be something radically weong with
those who seem to have lost their mental
equilibriom becauxe there are some in the
~ comingity who ate prepared to take that
-gkep. ’

_ Buch persons can only be treated aq logatics
and be pitied. Those who coascientionsly.be~

" liove that they are doing tho right thing mnsk

nob be deterred by their threata, It they can-
not serve their commauaity, bstter than that

let them have the eatisfaction of doing what

. seoms to them to be the co:rect thing, We
sincerely believe thal they are misgnided and
are doing the worat disservice possible to the
conmunity’s cense. We can only pray thak
they may be guided by better counsels, We
hope Saturday’s mass meeting will be as

sncoeasfal as the one receatly held in Johan-

- ‘nesbufg and that the commuanity will riee

_“But what is it all for? -‘Jusl'. because o the ocoasion and give its bleasings and

" unanimous snppork to their brethren in their
solf-imposed noble task.

-

Will Not. The. Cong.ress
Officials Cease Their

Autocracy?

7T 'is high time that our pablic organisa-
H tions were ‘thoronghly oleansed and
 re-organised. It is sinful the way they have
 jrresponsibly carried on. All this while, of
" conrée, the community bas slept and the
officials have been acting in their -own way-
and accordiog T their own whim; o muoi
mo, that they mow resent ‘their authority
being questioned. They seem to havo foab
tha sense thab they ara, after all, the secvanta
of the people who have placed them
in outhority, and not their masters
They  talk glibly of oonstitution and
constitutions! inethods but their cansti-
tutiod, whish they are to abide by, is
only on paper and puli to us3 ooly -when it
gnits their own purgose, This is how the
whole affair of the Oongress is being carried
-on, Ouly last week we pointed onb how

* Mr, Eajes, the secretary of the Natal Indian

~ and tha.South African Inlian Congress, had

failed to coavene the spozial gensral meeting .

of the Nital Indian Congress on the question
of the adit} formala adypted by the Com-
mittees of the Natal Indisa Congress and
the Oolonial Bra and S:tilers’ Indian Asso-
ciation, and how he had bean putting off the
Oonferarca of the S. A.'L. C. He has given
no explanation to the publio for thia an-

T
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called-for delay in sonvening both these im-
portant maetings, ~ Wa now learn that the
officials of the 8.A.1.0,, Mesmsrs. V. B C
Pather, 8. B.Naidoo, A.I. Kajee and B,
M. Patel, met together last Snndey and
have decided to call a conferemce of the
S8.A.1.C. on July 81 and Aogust 1. Wa are
also told that the special general mseting of
the Natal Indian Congress for the ratifica-
tion of thy nnity formala has been called on
Joly 80. From the recent experience we
hava had, we can only beliave this to be troe
when these meetings are actnally held.
We, however, feel that the decision of the
officials to call the 8.A.LC. Conference on
July 81 and August 1, has been rather hasty.
The Conference has been delayed mo very
long that in view of the present, circomstan-
ces it might have well been delayed a little
longer The circumstancea are, that
gince there is & move to bring abont unity
between the Coogress and the Colonial Born
and Settlera’ Indien Association, and an im-

portant step ix aboat to be taken of salerring
. the matter referred to in the formula, to

Mabatma Gandhi for his decision, after the
#aid formula hes been ratified by the special
general ineetings of the Congress and the
Oolonial Born and Settlers’ Indian Associa-
tian, it might have been better, -in
the intereete of the commaunity, to have
postponed the holding of the Conference of
the 8.A.L.C., nntil after the anity move had
materialised.

There is also another point which should
have been congidered by the officials of the

_ SALO. end that is, that things in the

Tranavaal Indian Congress, one of their
constitnent bodies, are not aa they oaght to
be. That body has been carrying on ita

work unconstitutionally all along. We hava

reagon bo helieve #o in view of the fact that ita
gonstitation bas mot been available notwith-
gtanding repeated requesta.

Moreover there -is a divergence of viewa

existing among the members of that body |

and only recently a meeting of 6,000 members
* passed & vote of no confidence in the present
officials and demanded their immediata re-
signation end farther asked them to cessa’
 acting in the wame of the community, It
would be audacions on the part of the offi-
oials of that body to refuse o abide by thia
deciaion. : . ' o
Now, what conld result from as snoonsti
tationally held Gonfarance of & Coagress com: '

posed of anconstitational bodies?  Nothing
but confusion and chaos. It ia lime that

the officials realised their relations with the
community by whom they are placed - in’
offie and ceass to act irresponsibly and
antocratically. o

In the best interests of the commanity,
. we sppeal to them to mend their ways. -



i

Jaly 21st, 1938 IN'bl'AN'oiHHION

WHO WILL YOU BELIEVE?’

R. 5 M, Nana, Secretary of the Transvaal Indxan Congress, while the leaders of the Nationalist Group of the Transvaﬂf
Indian Congress were out touring the country, took the opportunity of distributing circulars signed by lmn in which he
accuses the Nationalist Group of “painting an unnecessarily pessimistic picture of the way in whichthe provisions of the
Asiatics (Transvaal Land and Trading) Bill (which is now an Act) would be applied. He accuses them of making exaggerated
statements which he says, “have played an important part in misleading public opinion.”
analysis of what Mr. Nana would have the public believe and what the Minister of the Inteérior,” who sponsored the

219 -

»,

Bill, has said and what other Pacrliamentarians who took part iu the debate over the Brll -in Parliament. ha.ve said. B

The reader can form his owu Judgment as to who “should be believed:

‘What Mr. chSays, Presumes And
. Leaves Unsaid

Mr. S. M. Nana says:-

“The Act is 2 bad one, and we are ail agreed on that, but
its effect in the next two years is not likely to be as alarming
as has been emphamsed The Congress .is assured that the
Minister wiil exercise his powers under Section 4 of the Act
in a sympathetic manner in respect of the transfer of an
existing licence from one Indian to another, and the removal
from one site to another in the event of hardslnp due to ex-
traneous circumstances; and I can firmly say that the ma]onty
of such applications are likely to be granted.

“Hawkers do not penetrate into European areas, and belong -
to the poorest section, and this fact has been ‘stressed on the -
Union Government, and there are grounds for hoping that
pumbers of hawkers’ licences will continue to be issued. The -
Unien ' Government cannot contémplate preventing Indian.
hawkers from earning a living for themselves, and therr
dependants. . .

“The position can 2 be summed up as follows:—

1. Transfer of a licence from one Indian to another will’ v
be permitted in the majority of cases. Cy

2. Removals from one site to another in deservmg cases
will be allowed.

- 3. New licences will continue to be issued in .Asratrc
Bazaars under Municipal Ordinance 1905.

4. New licences are likely to be issued in areas pre. :,

dommantly non-Eusopean and to hawkers.”

’ -

Mr, Nana. does not tell the public that Intherto new'-l_;eEneee T

were granted to Asiatics outside proclaimed areas in the
Transvaal Provmoe by the licensing authontres. .

. Committee stage that under the Act any Asiatic. :who, pec- ;
‘haps, moved into better prémises, would be refused the ‘neces- ..

What The Actual Pomtron Is - .‘ o

The Minister of the Interior; Mz, Stuttiford, made it qmte .

clear when he moved the secqnd reading of the Bill, “that in-

]

We give ‘below an .

order to stabilise the whole position we should' legislate that

no new trading licences should be granted in the Transvaal

.during that period, and no occupa.tlon of land should"take -

place by Asiatics of areas which had up to that time: been in '

occupation of Europea.ns .This is.a Bill that has been ‘drafted

ndomgsohesmd‘ e e

i 5 propose to exercise my powers xnder the exemptron
section in as sympathetrc a manper as possible, sub]ept to
the spirit and letter of the law" bemg obeyed. The issue of
- new licences must be suspended, he said, except in special cases lq

department provided- I approve.” .
" [AlL- intelligeat people beheve that these words mea.n

a-s

' nothmg —Ed.]

‘to carry that jntention inte effect.”. Mr. Stuttaford made a -
statement in the Senate in regard to the operation of tho Act. .

.. which genuine cases of hardship are involved. In such cases
I shall ‘act after investigation and reoommendatron by my :

!

The transfer of licences wrll be sub]ected to the same ,

scrutiny, said My, Stuttaford,

. it must be clearly. understood _

that I am the sole judge of the . interpretation of this_state.. )

ment. He explained that he made this reservation in order -
toavoid becoming.involved later on in such arguments as had
_recently taken place. about the inteation of the Capetown
Agreement »oo

altogether. ; .

.‘ . e .

‘l'he new Act prolnbrts the grantmg of new heenoes .

" M, Blackwell. made it clea.r in: Pathament durmg the .

" “sary certificate as in the case of & new application.” The Act,, '

- he said, would put peopl° who are already tradmg, out oE,
busmess . .

. / R

Mr. Hofmeyr, speakmg in Parhament on the third rea&mg

of the Bill said:. Dr. Malan had supported the argument that .

-there was rio evidence of Asiatic penetration in the ‘Transvaal

in the occupation of land or trading .necessitating’ leglslatwo

_ interference., .The Brll, however, he said, provrded for¢ a

[

hlr..Nana did not tell ‘the pubhc that httherto the hmng
of licensed premises by a Eyropean to an As:atrc outsrde
proelamed areas in the l‘ransvaal was possrble.

decreasemttadmg icences.

'l

'l'he new Act prohthm the lnnng of heensed prem:ses by

a European to an Asiatic outside proclaimed areas -in the. .

Transvaal, Mz, Hotmeyr, commenting on it; stated in Paglias .
ment that the relevant clause neutraliztd clause four glvmg

VtheMrmsterthepowersofexemptron. R

”

Mr. Nana is presumptuous ‘when he : says tha.t “there are
grounds'for hoping that numbers of bawking. licences will
continue to be issued and that the Union Government cannot"
contemplate preventiog Indian hawkers from earning a living
for themselves and their dependents. lf, Mr. Nana possesses

any documeatary proof to that effect, t i rs his duty ¢t
belore the public. ' uty ° place .

R P . R

Hawker hcenees are trea.tad as new licences every new year
and since it is the express purpose of the Act not to issue new
"licences to Indians, protection has been granted ta exrsting
ha.wkers tha.t their old liceaces will be renewed. . -

)

IR
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The, most important péint, however, to'which Mr. Nana

sems to attach no significance at all is

. the stigma of Inferlority the Aot places on the whole

. Indian oommunity and viclates tha 8mute-Gandh| $ot- .

- tlement of 1914 and the Capetown Agreement of 1927.:

‘ . . - . . o
. S v . o
T e - ) . h e eu . .

.

-
i

OPINION Jaly 2141, 1929
The Aot Is an Insult to our national honour. This
- Important faot remains even though the Aot may bhe
administered sympathetioally. 1t is an Insult to the

- mitting a breach of both the letter and the spirit of
the Smuts-Candhl Ssttlement of 1914 and the Capetown
" Agreoment of 1927 at a time when negotiations were
proveeding between the Covernments of India and

the Union In rvegard to the future of the Indiaw
population,.

Thore was no nrihly Justification for the of.

fonsive olauses to be included In this interim mea-
sure In utter disregard for the Teolings and ssntiments
of the Indian people unless it were done with the ex-
preas motive of hurling an Insuit to India,

This should be sufficient to elucidate to the reader
Congress or it is Mr, Nana, the secretary of the Transvaal

Indian Congress, who is responsible for misleading the public
--and ‘whether the public should believe Mr. Nana or whether

whole indian nation beoause the Union Covernment Ine-
- sisted on penalising the indian -oommunity and gom«

. -, whether it is the Natonalist Group of the Transvaal Indian

. they should believe facts supported by higher and abler -

, authorities than M: ‘Napa,~

MONG the South African lodian Congress efficials, Mr. A. L Kajee and Mr. S. M. Nana have been more vocal than anybody
47\ _else in condemning the action of the Nationalist Group of the Transvaal Indian Congress in resolving to resort to passive
resistance a.s.'ihe'oﬁly hono'u‘;able couriie open to the community to make its sense of indignation effectively felt agams} .the
Asiatics Transvaal Land and I'rading Act. Public opinion is naturally confused as to who they should follow at this critical

1N

R ST SV L .
.- What The Congress * Officials Say -~
Mr. A. I Kajee has publicly’ declared that, *we should

ally ourselves to other non-European groups for no one group .

can succeed.”” Mr. Kajee opposes any effort 'to start. passive

resistance at this stage. The launching: of passive resistance .

by 20‘men: breaking. the law,>would achieve nothing, he
says. The odly means of success . would be if. Indians wedt

 out h theif thousatids, but he'was doubtful if many would be

.

prepared to-go to gaok - - L e T
‘. The following are among the reasons given by My S. M.
I:Ta.naas to why he is opposed to passiveresistarce : “The

.. passive resistance campaign will be exploited by. otr -political

and trade enemies, who will picture .the struggle as-a “war
against the Europeans of -this. country.” [t .i§ useless' to

- delude ourselvés by. the statemedt that we are resorting to

i tgglf.guffering.” 'Passive resistance may b& pon.violent re-

" sstance,

grievances, Gove
to do so, make any concession to

The.Union Government cannot, even if it desires
Indians -in-the face of a

© passive resistance struggle, because of its effect on the-Native

' people . of this country.

&

-

* [ We miustbe paxrdoned for c;i’ticising'.th_iras; the vilest
and the most cowardly’ statement we can imagine from a

n with any gense of responsibility. - 1f Indians can' téach ™ Ly pave the moral backing of the wholo nation.........Our

0 s ) . I3 5 f
ressed peaple of South Africa the non-violent way o
;::t?x?gpredress of their .grievances by self-suffering they will

i - th Africa but.

ve done the greatest service not- only to South _but .
:: humanity. . ng.»Na.na. speaks as, though he were the spokes.
/man of the Government: - No wonder his own community dis.

owns him as its spokesman,~Ed.] ~ . .. 7
* - However, that is not all, Mr, Nana goes on further to

state: I frankly do not subscribe to the view that the Indian

fooh

but it is resistance nevertheless, and the’ movement-
will be construed as resisting 'the authority of the. Union
_ Goveroment...It should be remembered that South’ Africa
" 2 relatively hiige Native population.- ‘Any. measiire”of -success,
‘accruing to a passive resistance campaign initjated by 20,000
Indians in the Transvaal, would be an encouragement to the.
'Native people to adopt it as a weapon to seek redress of their,

juncture. The iolllo\'v_vling. g.:fa_l_ys.i‘s of the diférént‘ ﬁevys will he a gt{lde to the reader as to 'who should bs followed :—

. *. What The’

Nationalist Group And Leaders '
. Of India Say -
'Mahatma Gandhi has said: If Indians in Southr Africa
_have guts they will fight for ‘their self respect. .
~ To those' who favouc alliance with the other non-

Europeans Gandhiji says: . = -
+.  “The rights and privileges (if any could be so called) of

the indigenous inhabitants: are different from those of the

Indians.- So are their disabilities and their causes.”
. ogug If t disooveved that our rights vonflleted with
- thelr vital interests, | would advige the foregoing of those

- rights.” ' 3
» “They are the inhabitants of South Africa as we are of
India. The Europeags are undoubtedly usurpers, exploiters
of conquerors or all these rolled into one, And so the Africans

" have a " whole ‘code of laws specially governing them, The

- Indian segregation policy of the Unicn Government has no-

has  thing in common with the policy governing the Afriean races,

It is unnecessary for me to go into details. Suffice it to say

‘..that ours is & tiny‘ptob‘lem'compnred to the vast problem

that faces the African races and that affects their progress.
Hence'it is ot possible to speak of the two in .the same
breath” . . .
" - Speaking to Indians Gandhiji says: y
. “The Motherland will not be ‘able to protect their sglf-
respect, if they are not prepared to protect it themselv?s..
> &They must therefors be ready to suffer for it.”
" uThe stfuggle may be prolonged; suffering great. But they
intrymen in South Africa know the condition of Snlztyagraha.
?I“Ll;nftgcmost condition is unity among themselves.’

Pandit Jawabarlal Nebru sayss =
* aWe are withi you in every act of courage that your per-
form in honour of India and her dear name. It.is never right
' to submit to evil and natiopal humiliation and-every attempt

to impose these must be resiéted whatever the consequences.

C .
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community should seek extinction and ruination by initiating Dead nations submit to dishonour, but we are a liviog and
a passive resistance campaign. If the ideal of self.respect and proud peoplé"and I would rather that we faced extinction
honour is to be the prevailing policy in’ Indian affairs, then than submitted to dishonour.” T .
the principle of hijrat (emigration) should be applied.”" , Bubu Rajendra Prasad, President of the Indian National

[Any comment on our part is needless —EdQ.] - Congr&ss,‘mgaﬂs: bave. - o but ¢ <t and sesist with

. . ' . ¢ ndians have no option but to resist and resist wi

There is yet another school of thought which rules out’ ;oo %00 i’ ond bomer at their command...The South
passive resistance and irresponsibly states: “Ifit beright and po ) Govemnment should understand that India is mot
peopet that the Brahmin, the Bany, the Hindu and'the ;.\ o"eo'sorvet the insult to her nationals and the:South
Mussalman in India stould have the right to choose the " .. 2 Indiaps should zo f - Sy

. . ey s e African go forward with the conviction that

ne.ngh bours he will coosort with, is it sucb. a very unreasonable g o o use is just and they have not only the whole of India
thg for the European in this country _t° wsist on .a similar with them but a considerable section of others also, who are
right?” o . fairminded and far-sighted enough to see things in their true
[The bolders of this view ought to have known- that  perspective and are not blinded by race prejudice or the pre-
there are no such distinctions in India based on sent power which they possess.” o -
legislative enactment, Voluatarily, ‘birds of the same feather . . The All.India Congress Committee speaks:” - :

. . sps - “The All-India Congress Committee notes with pride and «
. flock together.” If they at all wished to compare the position satisfaction the firm stand taken by the Indians of South -

_ of South Africa with that of India they could have done so Africa. They will have the sympathy of the whole Indian
only with the ghetto system in India for ustouchables whick pation behind them in their fight for self-respect and honour-
is, however, now on its last Iegs. But the tragedy is that such able existence.” - e . _ _
arguments should emarpate from Indians, and those who claim =~ “The Nationalist Group of the Transvaal Indian
to be leaders of the community, They deserve not only to be . Congress has chosen to follow the humble. path of self.suffer-
spurned by ladia, their Motherland, but they surely will be . o5.ior the selbrespect of the Indian community of South -
by their descendands when they learn that this is the heritage - The reader can now judge for himself as to who he should
their ancestors had proposed to leave them—Ed.] _ . follow. - o S T
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IS year, as during previous visits, 00002004

- - e

frain from mentioning particularly; as

: 1 came to India as a pilgrim, only . By N - being worthy of careful study and
esirous of gathering from the wisdom ™ N LIEG .. . *whole-hearted suppart, the Ramakrishna
of great {ndian sages whatever little - - E.AN. HERBERT® - - Mission Sludents?Homem Madras, . the
crimbs [ could hope to grasp and assi. - - In “ Prabuddha Bharata™ ™, Kindergarten school of -the. National

milate, and it had not been my inten-  SOOPOICIELOOGITDOIRIRGIGODD ‘High School in Bangalore, the Rama- .

ion to give an iti ini ’ L ishn; i i ‘
:ﬁt this:efewymc;t:; le:la) ::::in ma: :: they record quaatity and not quality, . kr;shga Gurukul " Tnchurg the effarts
see in Pfesent-day India. But many of but [ felt that everybody in' India was of Mlss- Gokbale among the -poorer
my Indian friends came to me aga.inimd gllmg much more attention to the pro-. - ;lczs::: ;: g:ll::)tg: and the “Nivedita
again with the same “question, which; D= than wasthe case two years ago. U0 o0 n.cacwtta.
afterall wasquitea.:iat?ml o::': Whl‘:: + 1 'was amazed by the number of new  * But to e the greatest marvel was to’
is your impression of India- this time?” edu‘catxonal institations of.all kinds- " see the extraordinary body of workers,
and 1 felt it would not be quite Tair to, - Which have been springing up all-over , - most of themi young . men and, women,
withhold from them any thoughts that 3¢ country, by the stupendous growth  who have devoted themselves heart and
might have arisen in my miod about = ©f ™30y of those already “existing, and - soul to thé cause, ‘many- of them'rd. -
‘the country of which I had the great DY the keen effort made by-all cos- - nouncing the joys of family life for the -
honour of being a guest," . ’ ﬁfd“{.;ediipt the teaching to local sBake of their work, and . emblacing g

. - o . : " needs. lme seems now gone when ' Brahmacharya. The value each.
i lsh;l{i :i?: .e.of I?L a selilml:a of great humi- ghe ideal of educators in India. was to ing givenagr. a staff of th:: ;&tegory'
a?;w i OE t;mle :u ;eﬂt 1 sfnw ooly . implant in the minds of the pupils a * cannot be ' over-estimated. - Whereas
ey ﬂm SUb_comt_ a:s aeets t_:_f~ nt!mber :pi foreign ideas -and habits the natural tendency of a paid teachér -
s s e ol il v sty ot s L, g b prieion ol

reds of aullions Jtuately prove beneficial or . for the sake of earning a sa i

:ifol:::ﬂ;;:::r i";;l:;i 3-c0umque c;mhsa— - otherwise. " A great aftempt is now . cram book-knowledge iifo hislfuypillss ::
sandsof yoarened wheree“rse of thou-  being made to devise and apply methods . order to show good results at varioug :
s2ems 0 be moving o sﬁ;{mﬂ lf%now chosen for their own merits, - and not = examinations; those devoted young
fully avoid expressing any wpidier ., Cuodly taken ‘over from some other people, who-are patriots in the ess
subjects of poliﬁealgconuywm,op oG Civilisation. Both Swami Vivekananda - and noblest sense of the word, are .
not owing to any lack of interest :u:tu:; : and s:gdm";dlﬂ'::wonld certamly feel deavouring to build ﬁp men an:l women
part, but merely because I feel that the mg in‘[n‘:iia.; ; edumt:o:'n * ;ﬁ:ﬁmt:; a:rg:dn;;:hnmd_an a‘f:;

only intemnal politics abo i . - . . o
o pod ?en at m:tto’whmh :‘_ The results which I was privileged to . the remarkable technical efficiency with
:mmdare th"“l politics, and thahket it see in the kindergarten, primary,second- . Which I have seen them work s one of
would be highly improper for me to ary a.nc-lt.mduslrial,x;mbls, in ladian ;he o s iy, Ihave such vt
mmeddle with o . ' universities,in classes for children and - hopes in the comin), i
ose of any other country. adults, in institutions for Harijans and - Indisns. . = 8 Broemtions of

1

What struck me most is the consider- for other special groups of socie . - , S .
- : : ; ty have  looki
::llieiel::g;:se::?;cil; ?;:Jﬁs :: hafve beea oonvu_:lce-d me,that the effort is bound fo -+ ﬂdﬁ;;hfe;rsv‘:raé It'zatst?: ft;l;liiookfl?quo?-
tiog. { do not know wh;: r;uleducg. succeed in bringing a rich barvest..of  that in spite of the considerable s . l;
tistics can show, and those afterat:[ sta- res:lts. , While I' do not wish to give of Western ‘science, techaique andp l::l,
only of moncia.ry i Jare uncue prominence to. any . institution ture, the thirst for - spirituality remaj o
Pf"ma since vj‘rhzch I happeneq to visit, [ canngt re. practically unabated, It is only ﬁ::: 7

- }
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ral that young and immature students .

especially, attracted by the lure of what

the West can teach them, anxious to -

give their country the full benefit of the
power and knowledge accumulated by
Western nations, should be ready or
even desirous, to brush away some at
least of the spiritual pre-occupations
which have been the keynote of India
through many centuries, and should
feel inclined to substitute for the old
indian spirit of service that spirit of
keen campetition which has become
characteristic of the West. They may
justly feel that this spirit of competition
was one of the conditions without
-which the West would never have ad-
vanced so fast in the realms of science
‘and technique and worldly power. But
many of them, even in their student

days, and far more still in after life,

have discovered under the wise guidance
of their great spiritual leaders that
Western acquisitions and lndian spiri-
tuality are not mutually excluasive.
While the West probably mneceded the
incentive of that spirit of competition
to make all those wonderful scientific
discoveries and techmnical inventions
' thanks to which we could now—for the
first time in recorded history—feed and
clothe and house all men, women aond
children on the face of this earth, it is
nevertheless true that the results of all
that research are now available for any
individual and any nation to take and
to use, without needing the inceative.

.. -And it is equally true that if, the
West has so utterly failed to utilise its
wealth and power for the benefit of
_bumanity, but rather uses them for pur-
poses of destruction, it is because it has
not yet been able to disentangle itself
from that spirit of competition which
was once one of its most valuable tools.
Many people in India seem to realise
‘that the spirit of service and the thirst
 for spirituality which their country has
~preserved throughout the Ages for the
‘greater benefit of mankind can yand
“should provide the answer to the great
riddle of the modern world and show
‘how the  invaluable acquisitions of
‘Western science and technique can be
* put to truly constructive uses.

Therefore it was most gratifying to |

, me tosee so many of the finest speci-

" iness of [ndian youthand of the indian

intelligentsia still flocking to all the

" spiritual teachers to obtain instruction

‘and guidance in all the problems of life,
and eagerly taking the advice given,

Another extremely encouraging indj-

cetion is to be found in the type of

men whom the various groups in India,

political and otherwise, have chosen as

. their leadeis. Whereas in the West

astuteness and clever oratory are too

. often considered as the highest qualifi-

" cations for political leadership, regard..

" less of the spiritual, ethical or even in.
" tellectual worth of the man—so much
. Sothat in some countries, calling some.
bo@ya politician is tantamount to an
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insult—Iadia seems 10 have preserved
an entirely different scale of values,
even in the preat recent developments

- in the political situation' If India can

maintain at the head of all groups and
parties men who are exclusively actuat-
ed by an interest in the public weal,
and whose character commands respect

from tlieir fellow-countrymen, irrespect-*

ive of their opinions on debatable to-
pics, she will have brought once more
invaluable contribution to man¥ind,
not to speak of all the benefit she will
"derive from it herself.

It is true that of late there have been

some charges of corruption. [f they are

founded, it is a very serious matter, and
if they are not, it is more alarming still
that they should have been rmade. But
the stir which they created is a definite
proof that in this as in other matters,
the masses are still healthy . and un-

7 contaminated,

Asregardsthe problem of caste res-
trictions, which still looms sufficiently
large on the social horizon of India to

engage much of the attention of many -

great leaders, [ will frankly admit that
I have not been able to study it enough
to give any considered opinion on what
Jhas been done or remains to be done,
although I am full of admiration for
many of the activities [ have -witnessed

in"this connection, The same applies.

to the various problems arising out of
the adj ustment of communal differences.

T was glad to see that the inferiority

. complex which was manifest mostly
.among the young people educated on

Western lines .is gradually waning.
Indians are now less prone than they
were even a few years ago to be apolo-

getic for everythiog that in their:coun- °

try does not ‘conform to Western stan-
dards. They seem less inclined to use
about Indian life deprecatory words
like “idols" or “vernaculars” with which
they were saddled by people suffering
from a sad superiority complex. They
no longer seem to believe that India is
the only country in the world where dirt
and filth and dire poverty can be found
and that Western countries and people
are all like the pictures on the magazine-
cover. Many of them now admit that

forks and spoons are not a sure criterion -

of civilisation or even of social standing,
and that table manners shounld vary

" with the kind of food taken at meals..

On the other hand I found, Jittle or

no decline in’ what | might call the .

spirit of provincialism, particularly in

the case of people from .one. province -

who have .come to live ia.another. .

I:_u‘jians‘ too often look down with some- - :
thing akin to contempt on the people, -

the customs, the language, the art, the

food, the culture of whatever does not -

bail from their own native
While that is quite natiral in a count

where family, castetand local traditions | - |
are so strong .and have contributed. sg |

much that is of great value, it never.

h igl '
theless might some day Prove a source

region,. .-

_ minorities in various provinces,
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~of serious problems and even lead to

the appearing of linguistic and ethnical
A,
European who knows what terrible
calamities the existence of such minori-
ties bas led to may be. excused if he

- expresses the hope that such # situation

should never arise in India and that
steps should be taken in good time to
prevent it.

" Generally speaking, and with many
_notable exceptions, I also found little
improvement in the Indian’s sense of

~ the value of time. I fully realise that

all his traditions, religious and other-
wise, have taught him to appreciate
values for which the purely quantitative
notion of time does not play a prepon-
derant part, and that he is not trained
to work “against the watch,” and I am
only too well aware of the fact that
Westerners have gone to the other.
extreme and made a sad confusion be-
tween perpetual agitation and construc-
tive activity. But in spite of that, and
whatever philosophical or metaphysical
excuses may be adduced by well-inten-
tioned people, it remains a fact that
if we want to achieve anything on* the
physical plane on which most of us
still live, we must make the best pos .

_sible use of the materials at our dis-
- posal, and time is one of them. . When

Indians have learnt not to waste their
own or other people’s time any more
than is really necessary, their country
will make & bigger step forward than
most of them can possibly imagine.

The last few points ‘however are of

' very ‘minor importance as-' compared

with the preceding ones, and in a coun-
try with such vast potentialities, such
a capacity for whole-hearted devotien
to a high ideal and such strong founda-
tions in a noble civilisation thousands
of years old, they are easy to remedy.
Evean if they should not be completely
removed, they can at the most very!

- slightly retard the full blossoming out

of. one of the most magnificent and
beneficent periods which Mother India-
has known in the course of time, and

. which even a, very superficial observer
- cannot fail to see coming

in the near
future :

—0:
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Gandhiji On Indians In
Belglan Congo

ANDHIJI writes in Harijen dated

July 8:—The case of our country-
mea in Belgian Congo does not admit of

treatment. It consists in the pro-
secution, alleged tc be political, though
technically under the Gold Law .of
the Belgian Congo, of certain I?d_m.n
settlers for being in possession of _ﬂhcnt
gold. To the case as stated in the
circulated pamphlet it is suggested t}:at
the accused were arrested. without just
cause. Witnesses for the Crown .are
said to have been perjured. Every

* obstacle is being placed in the way of

the accused being properly defended.
The expectation of our countrymen 1n
Congo is that we should send eminent
counsel from here to defend them. Re-
presentations .have been made’to the
Government of India on their bebalf..

This is essentially a case, however hard -

in itself, in which effective publicaction
is hardly possible. But it is undoubted-’
ly a case in which the Government of
India can do much. [t can through the
.Foreign Office in England ascertain the
exact position. The British Consul can
be instructed to watch the case and see
that the accused get a fair trial. In-
deed British Consuls bave been known
to bave teen instructed to engage coun-
#] to watch cases on behalf of their
proteges. I hope that the Governmeat
of India are giving atténtion to this
hard case of the Indians of Belgian
Congo. )

-

Ladyl Rau Forms Indian Women’s
. : Club
The banquet Eall of the Hotel Edward

- was illominated by a pielnresque scene

of gold and eilver-threaded eariee when
Lady Rama Ran, wife of the Agent-Gen-
eral for India, was hostess to about 200
gueats at a Ladies’ Party given by her on
Monday, Jaly 17, at 3.30 p.m., Lady
Rima Ran made a charming fgure a8
she mingled amongst her gueste in péa-

_ oock-blue Benares sarie and was greeted

with a hearly spplause when she sur-
prised her guesta by putting forward her

soheme for the organisation of a Indian -

Women's Club. “We shall be very

plessed,” esid Lady Rama Ram, “to ad-

mit our Earopean friends as members of
the clnb, but the officials elected must
for now and for always be Indian women
alone, It isin this way snly that Indian
women will learn to shoalder the burdens
and reaponsibilities of their community.”

The scheme was unanimonsly approved -

_ snd was strongly- supported by various

speakers, amongst them were Mra, God-
frey, Mra. Thomas, Miss E. . English,
Mre. Christopher, Dr. Goonam Naidoo,
Mrs, Nundoo and Mise Z. Jhavert, ' Lady
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Things In Ge

Charles Smith, Mra. Manilal Gandhi, Miss
and Mre. Whittoutt, Miss A. M, Ebrahim,
Mrs. J. Soomsr. and Mise Kreel were
amongst the many noted guests present.
The following contributions ‘were made:
Mrs, Jacobson and Lady Cbarles Smith
£10 10s. esch; Mrs. B. M. Patel (for
Mahils Mandal), Mra. B. M. Pate),, Mra.

Sorabjee Rustomjee and Mrs. O. H. A. '

Jhaveri £5 5e. each; The Y.W;Q.A.
(Mise Kreel), and Mra. Gale £1 each. .

Indian Eisteddfod

The sessions of the 1939 Eisteddfod
were oompleted just before ‘the end of

June, but just a little too late for the Grand

SRR S R S RS SRS

A Worthy | Suggestion

UGGESTIONS have come to us from
several quarters that -the 1st of
August $hould be observed by Indians

throughout the Union as a day of humi- -

liation_by closing all businesses as a

a mark of the community’s indignation -

against the Asiatics (Transvaal Laod
and Trading) Act which the Union
Government has passed by flouting
Indian public opinion both in South
Africa as well as in India. '« ° M
A correspondent from Lichtenbuig
under the nom-de-plume “Cohgressite”
writes: “May I suggest that despite
our political differences, we close our
shops on August 1 and call it the ‘[ndia

‘Day’ as a mark of respect for those who

are prepared to go to gaol for the sake

of Mother India’s name. We are all

Indians.” ) :

We heartily commend this suggestions
to, our brethren and would suggest -
further that prayer meetings be. held in

"the different places. .It would be a

disciplinary act with a great moral
‘effect. - .

== S oC o o s O
Final Conoert to be arranged. The society
oonsidered it advisable to leave this over
until things were a littlie quieter. It has
now been arranged to hold this function
on Wednesday, Augnst 16, in the City
Hall, when the programme  will consizt
of some of the best of the winning items
Jn the vocal, inetrumental and tolk-
dancing sections.

Wedding

More than 700 people attended the
marriage betwsen Mr. K. L. Ganesh “of
Clairwood and Miss Saraswathie Ram-
bharos, third daughter of Mr, and Mrs,
A. M. Rambharos, at the bride’s resi-
dence, Edendale, on Sunday, July 16,

neral

. according to Vedic rites.
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" After the marisge, which was performed
by Pondit Rawmsundar Patak jof Dann-
hauser, according to Vedio rites, msny
speeches, congrtulating the bride and
bridegroom were made, and messages of
good wishes were reccived, . The bride
and bridegroom were the reaipients of
numerous pregents, . - '

The Late Mr. R. G. Maharoj
‘Thé .death ‘cccored . on- Wednesday,
- Jane 28, at the age of 60 years, of Mr.
 Ramdhani Gossai Maharaj, of Hathorn's
Hill, Pietermaritzburg. The late Mr.
Gossai Maharnf was a well known reai-
dent of Hathorn’s Hill and of & pioneer
Pietermariizburg family.. The funeral,
which was attended by a large number
of friends and relatives, took place st the
Piotermarilzburg Hindu Creniatorium -
and was officiated by Mr. R, B. Mdharsj, .

~ - - .
Death Of Mr. V. K. Pillay’s |
S ';;D_'aug’derI
-A correspondent _from ;* Mari!sburg
write#: The news of the untimely death:
of Miss Jogatbamball Pillay, aged 14,
eldest daughter of Mr. V. K. Pillay, came
as a rude shock to the Indian community
of Maritzburg. - The Jate Miss Jugatham-
ball Pillay was ailing for a few days and
her condition took a sudden’ serious turn
on Sanday, when she passed away. She
was & student of the Girls’ High Indian
" Sohool and gave every promise of talent.
She was a good student -at cookery and
sowir g class.e.” Her father, Mr. V. K.
Pillay, is well known ‘throughout South
Africa 88 a public worker * both- in edu-
cational ard polilical fields, He is a
joint sceretary of the: Natal Indian Con-.
gres?, Mari!ztarg Branch. . The fonerai,
. which took piece on : Mondayg, waa fol-
lowed by a large concourse of people
representing all sections of the Indian
‘community, ' Mcssages of 'condolec.ce’
and floral tributes wero reeieved from
numerous friends. )

Flawless DIAMONDS
direct’ from our factory .

“AMSTERDAM

DIAMOND CUTTING WORKS
62, Field Street Durban.
P. 0. Box 2362- Phone 2-4888.
Also at Johannesburg and Capetown.
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MASS MEETING OF NATAL INDIANS

w:ll be held at. the City Hall, Durban, on Saturday, July 22, 1939
, - at' 7.30 p.m.

DR. YUSUF M. DADOO -

| Leader of the Natnqnnhst Group of the Transvaal Indian .Congress, Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney, Messrs.
; - S. B, Mehd, A. A. Mirza and P. S, Joshi will speak on the

PASSWE RESISTNICE MOVEMEII‘I' AGAINST THE TRANSVAAL LRND AND-TRADING ACT.
TO. DAY l'l‘ IS THE TRANSVAAL - .. TO-MORROW IT WILL BE NATAL

| _.Come In Your ‘Thousands And Accord Them Your Moral Support
| S : o mmzs ARE: ALSO INVITED TO ATTEND.

_ - CONVENORS ‘
_ Advocate.l W Godfrey OmnrH.A Jhl.ven, S. L. Singh, Dz, K.M Seedat, DrV T. W‘llmmn,A.M M -
Lockhut, A S. Kajee, DF. G. M Naicker, Advocate B. Gabriel, Ashwin Chowdrie, A. E. Shaikh, M. E. Paruk,
"S 'Roopsingh, Hans ‘Maghrajh, Koopie Murﬂe, M. B. Lazarus, Samjee Devshi, P. D. Hargovan, V. S. Vadival
‘Pillay, V. Valjee, Amod Haffejee, M. Vassanjee, ' L Gabriel, M. N. Bhoola, Dr. K. M. Mistry, A H. Kazi, P. S. Aiyar,
" B.M. Patel, A. M. Pa.daya;:hee, D N. Bhoola, Suchitt Maharaj, T. Manjee, P. G. Naicker, A. Ballim, R, Ramklass,
P.Seebran, T.P. Devshl.l{ 8:Ginwalla, M. Thajmoon, K. Perumal, 1. A.  Shaikh, M, B, Naik, D. S. Chetty, P.B,
: ..Singh, P. G. Desai, R. B. Chetty, A.M. Vawda, S. Joseph, S.-J. Randeria, Satyadev, Dr. A R. W.Gabriel, L. Nanoo,
"-C N,Pather,K. Soobramoney, Ettie M. Pillay, J. S, Raopnarain, P, V. Devshi, K. Haribhai, I. M. Haffejee, V. N. Mahomed
- Ajam Haffejee, Lutchaman Panday, Dr. M. G, Naidoo, B. Sookhdev Singh, M. L. Sultan, Shaikh Himed, K.R,Diwan,
- Shaikh Abdulla, H H. Dhupelia, B. A Naidoo, S. A. Rasool, V. G. Desai, A. H, Moola, E. G. H Bassa, A.' A. Gandbi, G P, Godfrey, Harilal Natha
Nlun, Choom!al R. Panakh, Ragl:avjea Rughnalh, P.R. Pather, M. M, Gandhi, Advocate A, Chmtopher, Sorabjee Rnslomm and otllm
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Supplement to “'INDIAN OPINION." 28th July, 1938,

NATAL INDIANS SUPPORT TRANSVAAL PASSIVE RESISTANCE
A VIEW OF THE MASS MEETING AT THE CITY HALL, DURBAN, ON SATURDAY NIGHT, JULY 22, 1939.

2RAANLAL  UcAAGA Al G TH
Al 33 ofdly Aellardl ud vl A Vel Az 4N oiou Vel s1n

Scene of the Platform with Dr. Dadoo addressing the huge gathering of over 3,000 within the hall and a large number outside.

On the right in the front row are seated, Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee (Chairman of the meeting) and Advocate A. Christopher, President, Colonial-
Born and Settlers’ Indian Association and Advocate J. W. Godfrey, joint hon. Secretary, Natal Indian Congress.

- The™ adjoinirig " picture “shows - the<. huge ~audience assambled in the body —of *the _hall:-armd -on the galaries.
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