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-~ NOTES.AND NEWS

Port Elizabeth Mayor On The .
Present Government Policy
1N the course of his speech at a meet.
[[ ing in honour of Dr. S. V. Appa-
voo in Port Elizabeth, the Mayor
of that town, Councillor Mr. MacLean,
‘referred to the Asiatics (Transvaal) Land

and Trading Bill. He is reported to

have said:
“[ trust that the legislators of this
part of the British Commonwealth of
Nation will remember that if there is

one thing more necessary than an-

other at the present moment, it is
that in no part of the Empire should
anything be dome or said, which
might weaken the united front that
may be required in the near future to
quell the forces of darkness which
‘are attempting to destroy the civilisa-
tion that the peoples of the Common.
wealth have enjayed for many cen-

turies. While it is pleasing to ‘note .

the Minister of the Interior has ex-
pressed the desire to tackle this pro.
blem (as he says): “in its own time
and in its own way, and without
friction,” let us hope that he and his
colleagues will realise that in intro-
ducing a contentious measure of this
pature durmg the present state of
world affairs, they are making it very
difficult for Britain to maintain. that
harmony of effort in other parts’ of
the Empire which is so essential to
the success of the united front which
may be required to quell the ruthless
activities of the dictators of central
Europe. In this respect we would do
well to remember that the peoples of
India have been intensely Joyal to
Britain in.the past, in times of
danger, and as we may still require
their co-operation to maintain those
British ideals which they have been
pleased to observe for many years,
surely the time is not opportune to

launch any measure which may have -

the effect of disturbing that loyalty.”

This is the Imperial aspect of the’

question which the legislators of South
Africa will disregard not at the peril of
this country only but that of the British
Empire,

Position Of Cape Indians )
Mr, H. K. Gajjar writes to us from
Capetown as follows:—

“Sir,—Recently when the delegates

of the A P.O. went to see the Prime
Minister to discuss the Government’s
segregation policy, the Erime Minister
is reported to bhave said that there
shall be no political, _industrial or
economic segregation, *and that in
future the Indians” in the Cape Pro.
vince will be treated on the basis of
the Cape Coloureds and will enjoy

the same rights and privileges. You °

have not offered any comment on the

Prime Minister’s declaration as far as .

it affects the future of the Cape In-
dians and the Indians of South Africa
in general. Weare kept in the dark
and do not know whether we are to
accept the Prime Minister's statement

because the Indian publicis not cer.-

tain about whether the statement is
_beneficial or detrimental to the future

of the Cape Indians and the South
African Indians in general. Your com.
ments and the views of your readers
regarding this important statement
affecting the Cape Indians, will
be eagerly looked upon and will be
greatly. appreciated.”

There is no legislative segregation
in the Cape Province to.day. Accord-
ing to the Prime Minister’s declaration
the Cape Coloureds and Indiams will be
treated alike, which means, that any se-
gregation policy the Government deems
fit to adopt will apply to both the
Coloureds and Indians, In that case
both the communities will have to fight
against it. 1f the Cape Coloureds do
not fightit does not necessarily mean

that Indiansas a community must not .

fight. Indians in the Cape Province
~may not, under any circumstance, sink
their identity as Indians and it will be
their bouaden duty to help. their bre-
thren in the other Provinces even
though they may, be enjoying a more
privileged position than them.

N.C.W. Obpposes Segregation

At & meeting held on May 25 of the
Durban branch of the National Council
of Women, with which the Coloured and
European Joint Council, the Durban
Indifm Women's Association and the

‘Bantu Wowmen's Association are affili.
ated, the following resolution was
carried unanimously: .

“That, while this branch of the
N.C.W. is unanimously against the prine -
ciple of segregation, it feels that this is
not the time for such matters to be dis«
cussed.” Mrs. E, E, Dent, President of
the Federated Women’s Institutes, said
that the enforcement of segregation

would introduce extreme lines of de. .

marcation and would arouse violent
antagonism throughout the tountry,
“There Is no such a thing as
natural segregation,” she said,
“and | think that we should gon-
centrate on raising the standard ,
of living rather than on @Ogre=
gation.” : :

“Passive Resistance Won’t. Help” -

The Rand Daily Hlail has the follow-
ing leaderette in its issue of May 39 i—

The final decision as to whether Sonth
African Indians are to adopt measures
of passive resistance against the Asiafic
Land and Trading Bill or*the segréga.
tion proposals will rest with the Con-
gress to be held in Capetown early in
June, and it is sincerely to be’ hoped
that moderate counsels will prevail at
that gathering. There can be no doubt
of the strength of Indian feeling in the
matter. Not only has it found rather
violent expression in this country, tut
statesmen such as- Sir Kurma Reddi
and Sir Maharaj Singh have condemned
the proposals in plain though measured

- terms, both arguing that the projected
- policy constitutes a violation of pro-

mises ‘given to the Indian population
on previous occasions.  Such - objec-
tions, coming from such sources, cannot
be lightly dismissed. Yet, in spite of
this, we are still convinced that passive -
resistance would be a tactical mistake
of the first order. It has, of course,
been employed with success, in the
Union, by Indians. But that was thirty
years ago, and then Libefalisin was “in
the air.” . Liberalism is no longer in the
air, and the background . of opinion,
which helped Mahatma Gandhi to sy,
cess does not -exist to-day. This, we
"think, is to be regretted, but it is none
fhe less 2 fact, and the, sooner the Ine
dians realise it the mors likely ~will
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they be to'avoid a type of action which

will only recoil on themselves. Dr.
" Yusuf Dadoo, in. a recently-issued
appeal, asks the cutms of this method

to indicate some alternative, and re- '

marks that up to the present there has
. been very little constructive help.” In-
doing this, however, heé places a rather
unfair burden on observers who are, in
- reality, far from unsympathetic. In-

dians have shown -so much . political |

skill in the past that we do not doubt
that they will be able to discover better
and more eﬁechve methods for them-

selves. Bat oertmnly passive resxstanoe .

- will not help them. ’

L] N . . '.-1'-‘. -
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Motherland' Interest In Union
‘ Indians

Reuter's Bombay correspondent in
a message dated May 27, states: A
communique issued in Simla states that
the Standing Emigration Committee
has hilly discussed the situation in
South Africa, including the pending
Asiatic Transvaal Land and Trading
Bill, and the stage is now reached in
negotiations between India and the
Union Government. The course of
action proposed by India has been en-
dorsed by the Committée which has
also approved the manner in which the
.case was piesented. Confidential cor.
_respondence between the two Governs
' ments continues, -

,glnbtmt
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EVEB.AL Europaan fnends, wlnle

" folly. - sympatbising with - Indians .

. in the Government's repressive polivy

" agunnh them, strongly advise them nok tore~ -

sort to Passive Resistance, We arc especially
indebted to the Rand Daily Mail fin this

oonneotmn for the very sympathetic manner ..
in’ whmh it ha# -dealt with the Indiam -
' . We teke nohotna advice a8 we

'fealmhnlbeonngen in all sincerity. - Oar

* most -repressied races. in. the. 'coun':ry, and
" * now” under ‘the Trading Bill,
'threatened with ~further . disabilities.”

faet.s whmh are atated to bes

thau ‘Passive Resistance campaign ean’ only i
do further dsmage to their cagse. - Conditions tos ~

. daymnotthemumeym thirty-years
. ago. The Asiatic question on then had not assumed
" the dimensions of a

_.vocal, - than. they are st present,

public nylnpnthy for bis. aims md ideals.
In thelc umnmntamel onr oontemporary

o EJLI. o

- Passive Ruiatance catipaign can only ‘have.

_ one effect and that is to strengthen the hands of .
thosa who are determined at all costs to oppress

- and ostracise them, - At the sama time it will

" obloguy, are still rying o help them.

We have quobed the above from a previons
" article’ writted by -our conuemporary.
] reproduce another in the present issne
" which i€ reiteraten its advice and states

they are
But
onrenntempomynkntho Indisn commun. -
" ity to deaist from resorting to Passive Reaist.
.ance, In doiog so it aeks them to face Iihef

major political issue, -
The' forces of reaction were “weaker, - ‘and less'
Mabatma. -
" Gandbl succeeded becanse there was widespread’

We

To T hose Who Sympathlse ‘With Us

that Passive Resistance would be_a tactical
- miatake of the firek order,

Our reply to the pointa mentioned above is:
can oor cause be any more damaged than
it is to-day? Wo recogoise that circum-
stances are mob &8 favourable as they.were
thirty years ago, but if we wait any longer we
wilt not be living to fight, for we will
have been anoibilated. How long are we to

. . 'keep on submitting to the reactionary foroea?
. conternporary recognises the fact that “ever '

vince 1885,ythe Asiatics of South A.fnoa :
" have hsd to endure one legislative indignity
' “aftor another; that their lob bas detoriorated -
. sleadily antil to-day they sre among .the

It is trme that when Mahatma Gandhi

launched Passive Remtanee "eironmetances

were sl _favourable to him, Bub even
Mahatma Gundlu will refuse to admit that
hir snccess was due only to thoss circam.
atances, or that he would pot bave launched
_ Passive Resistance were the circnmstances
. nofavoufable,.. In fact, there was a time
when publio opinion was all againat him and
“he was even advised from lndia nok to fight
‘and he found. his own supporters in thia
* conntxy too to be diffident about success. Bub
his faith was in the righteousness of his
cause and o hia Creator and he pinnged

 gingle handed and help came to him from

thronghout the world.

We confess we have not amung us #
may, of sach edund charagter like Mahatma

- Gandhi, . That is- perhaps the only weak

point in us and we do not for & moment
wish to nnder- estimate the significance of that
point. Bub that chardoter will ot come to
us by waiting and aubmlthmg to hmmlm-

 weaken those who, in thie face_ of prejudice and "'-m“- Thlt is the way of 105“18 one’s

mnnhoo&

And after all Passive Reammnca is’ the
gafest Weapon that any one can nse, Ibia
pare snd simple self:imposed sufferiog. It
allownofnom-wdl towudnthowmg
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doer, The practios of it can do o harm to
anyone but. the ome who practices it and
hat too only materally. His son] becomes
elevated and by his suffering, if there is
s God sbove, he surely Jlcannot antsgonise
people but wonld win the sympathy of those
who have not been sympathetio,
There is one thing whick those who propose
to resort to Passive Resistance must under-
atand and that is that they most cot take e
gingle hasty step, They must fally nnder
stand the principles of Passive Resistance
and must thoroughly explain them to those
whom they ealist, Mam saction for the
present is entirely out of the question. Only

" individuals mnat be prepared to eacrifice and

get an example,

If [ndiana bavs a just cause for grievance,
which admittedly they have, aud if any
other gelf-réapecting people placed in the

" poeition in which Indians are placed to-day

wouid not for one moment tolerats
suoh a position wnder any ciroumstances,
and would mot besitate o resort even to
methods of bloodshed, then, snrely Indians

" who have decided to nndergo self-imposed

puffering for remedying the ills they are
sabjected to desorve every enoouragemenb
from all those who prefess any sympathy:
for them and for their cabes. Or eleo
they ahonld indicate to them en alternative.
which Dr. Y, M. Dadoo has very periinently
ssked. Our contemporary has however
failed to indicate an eiternative.- The only
alternative we can think of ia petitioning.

" Bob is it worth while at this stageP All

that was gained by petitioning in the past
is being nullifiied. Solemn pledges are being
violated in cold blood. In the words of
Mahatma Gandhi, “It is the fashion of the

" day to condemn many of Herr Hitler's ncts

8 80 many breached of pact.  What is it ¢

_ the proposed measure is nob an attempt, to

commit & flagrant breach of the Cupetown
agreement of 1927 acd sabsequeat declara-
tions of the Union Government?” Mr, Des
mond Yoang, late Editor of the Nalal
Wilness, and presently Editor of the Pioneer,
Lucknow, statess “I consider that the
proposal for ségregat.ion is & retrogade one
“whioh will react moet unfavourably, not only
upon Indians but, in the long ran, upon the
Union a8 & whole, It in clearly in direot
violation of the Capetown Agresment and a
"concession Lo colonr prejudice which 1 hope
that enlightened Europeans will rosist.”

‘We are in the midst of growing darkness,
We have been asking for light bot the light
bas not come to us, Ieita orime if we
pow look to Heaven for light?
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TRANSVAAL INDIAN - HAWKERS

" MASS meeting of the Transvaal

Indiar Hawkers Association was

beld at Patidar Hall, Johannesburg on
May 34. Mr. V. K. Patel presided.

The Chairman in his speech said they
had met“to discuss the hardships that
would follow the passage of the Asiatics
(Transvaal) Land and Trading Bill now
before the Union Parliameat.

Mr. Stuttaford bhad drafted the Bill

- with the obvious motive of restricting
the Indian trade and confining the
Indian community of the Transvaal
into water tight compartments. Those
who have doubts about it would be
well advised to read the Minister's
speeches during the second reading and
committee stage discussion of this lIlI-

quitous Bill. It was made definitely
clear by the Government that the Bill,

when passed, would be strictly en-
forced and that no new licence would
be granted.

“This hurls a heavy blow to the
Ipdian bawkers and pedlars who have
to follow the market and transfer their
business from one area to. another
municipal area, continued the chairman,
We shall have to apply for a new
licence, but it will be refused to us
under the present legislation. We shall
lose our only means. of livelihood and
untold hardships will follow. .

“We donot unde:stand why thie Union .

) commumtles.

- ASSOCIATION

PROTEST AGAINST THE TRANSVAAL BILL

Government takes such a drastxc step -
to strangulate our legitimate activities.

valuasble part in the development of .
the fresh produce industry. They have
efficiently served the European farming

commuuity by the distribution of fruits
. and vegetables and supplied the other’
needs of the public by bringing along -

goods at the door in all seasons,

“Mr, Stuttaford’s Bill virtually means’
the elimination of Indian hawkers who*
pumber about 1,200 from the commer. .

cial life of the Frovince. "It is also-to
be remembered that the elimination of
Indian hawking will adversely affect -
the interests of the farmers who will
lose their friendly, ha.rd-workmg and
honest distributors. ,

“This legislation is based on the.

policy of segregation and ultimate

ruination of the Indian and Chinese
It is an insult to the
honour and civilisation of India, and

- as such we have no alternative but to

resist it to the very bitter end.

'“The Transvaal Indians under the. .
leadership of Dr. Dadoo have ﬂeclded”

upon the policy of passive resistince
and it is our bounden duty to support
him.

“Ihe meeting must decide this after
noon the whole issue. There is-no
doubt that sacrifices will be required,

- If we are true spns of Indna, ‘we will -

-

not hesitate in joining hands with- Drn
The Indian hawkers have played a very ° Dadoo for the protection of our mteresta“

and the honour of motherlnnd.

Resolutlons
The following resolutions were passed.

\.}?

7. This Mass Meeting of the Trans-
vaal Jndian Hawkers Association’ views -

~with alarm the introduction of the -

Asiatics (Transvaal) Land and Trading-.

Bill into the Union Parliament which

entirely closes the door to our exists- .

Tk

ing and future trading and residence, ‘

' strangulates our economic life and in-

sults the nationhood of India.. It tl;ere-

fore resolves to resist it by orgamsmg .

passive resistance.

2. This Mass Meeting oi the 'l‘ransvaal
: Indian Hawkers Association heattlly
supports Dr. Dadoo’s campaign of pas--

sive resistance and requests the Indian
* people to make it a success. by self. .

suffering and all sorts-of sacrifices. ” . |

3. This Mass Meeting of the Trans- .

-.vaal Indian Hawkers Association cons. .
demns the resolution of the. executwe
of the South-African Indian Cong,ress
to hold.the conference in the Cape
Province &s againsf the request of the -

- Transvaal for the Transvaal as ‘the ~

venué, as the Bill solely affects ' the -

" interests of the Ttansvaal Indlan coms= -

mum_ty. L ,_.

— - : .

CONGRE.SS SE.CRETARIES’ AUTOCRACY

T is becoming more and more evxdent
that-the Congress officials have re.

cedtly been carrying on their work’
autocratically with the support of -

“yes men” around them and that our
attacks against the manner of their

working was not unjustified. The

following letters bear ample -proof )

of the fact:

Cory Or A Lerrer DATED MAY 28 ADDRES-

82D To Tu Enrror, “Narar, MerourY”:

“Sir,~As a member of the Natal

. Indnan Congress I was present at a
meeting of its Committee when a for-
mula was passed for the amalgama-
tion of the Congress and the Colonial
Born and Settlers’ Indian Assomatlon.
aud thereby to restore unity in the

ranks cf the Indian community of .

Natal, That formula was to be
ratified at a special general meet-
ing of the members of the Cop.

gress. Ata time such as this when
the Indian community is pa.ssmg
- through a critical period in its

history in this country, onme would

have thought that th: Secretaries of
the Congress would have hastened the
calling of the special general meeting.
This meeting was to have been called
on the 7th May which was adjourned

successively to the r4th, 2yst and 28th ~ -

May. An advertisement appears in

the local Indian press that the meet-.

ing is to be held on the 4th June, but
the members bave not as yet received
their notices, |

“Is the achieving of umty of such
minor importance that the Secreta-

ries of the Congress are lethargic = -
about calling the much needed. megelt- ‘
+ - the undersigned hereby agree that+''

(1) Swami Bhawani Dayal be im.- |

ing?

“The commumty wants an answer ~ -

from the Secretanes —Yours etc,
M. E, Panvug,

Cow Or A Ln'.m:n DaTED MAY 28

TARIES, NaTaL INDIAN CoNGRESS, DURBAN

“Dear Sirs;~We the: -undersigaed
members of the Committee ' of the -
Natal Indian Congress, are firmlyof
the opinion that Swami -Bhawanij
Dayal, the President of the Congress,
who is now in India,-should’ be ze- -
quested to continue his stay there in .
order’ that his propagandac agaionst
the repressive measures in South
Africa is maintained.

“Swami Bbawani Dayal's letter to
Mr A, L. Kajee dated April 26, and his

letter t& Mr. Sorabjee Rustom]ee of
May 8, emphasises the necessity of’ lns
continuing his stay in India and we

mediately cabled to and be advised
that he should not retum to South

' BEING CHALLENGED

- ApprrssEp To Tee Jorsr Hox. Snoax. :



214

Africa but that he should continue -

touring India with a view to his

continuing an intensive propaganda -

both in the Press and in other in-

fluential quarters so that the whole

of India may be apprised of the

unfortunate position of the Indian
. community in South Africa.

(2) The Congress remit to Swami
Bhawani Dayal a monthly allow-

-» . ance of £15 to defray his expenses

L

- and the: expenses connected with
the propaganda.
* (3) Swami Bhawani Dayal be not

recalled. “until t_he'Committee 80

"~ WHY MR

-

As' reported ‘last week the -United
"M Party caucus met last Tuesday

‘and noted * the letters of resigea.

tion from the caucus from Mr, J.
H. Hofmeyr and Mr. Leslie Blackwell.
These two members resigned from the
caucus, though not from the United

Party,- last week as a result of the

adoption by the caucus of a resclution
“disapproving” of their action in mov.
ing améndments and pressing them'to
g division at the committee stage of
the ' Asiatics ([ransvaal) Land and
Trading Bill. :

The caucus discussed the position of

‘members who in future found them.
‘selves in disagreement in their party in
specific matters. It wasagreed that it
would be impossible to framea rule to
meet every contingency and that re.
liance must be placed in the loyalty of

- members to the party and .their fellow
;Nevoertheless on the motion “of - the .

chief whip (Mr. Tom Naude) the
caucus affirmed the position that its
members were not entitled to move
motions or amendments of a vital na-
ture without the consent of the caucus,
the Minister' concerned or- the "chiet
whip.- . L . .- '
.. »The freedom of members 'to criticise
the Government. even- on -matters of
-policy was reaffirmed, so long as the
criticism was not offered in a hostile
spirit. ’

- - Hofmeyr-Blackwell Statement

Ii the course of a joint statement

‘m by nf- J.. Hl Hotmeyr and- Mro

“Leslie Blackwell they said:

We have been censured by the cancys
.because of our actions in the committee
‘stage of a Bill, in respect of which the
Opposition had in effect abgdicated its
‘ordinary fuactions. It was virtually
oily from the ranks of the Government
supporters that the criticism which is,

necessary for sound legislation could _.

come, Moreover, it was a Bill dealing
with a voteless section of the commu-

INDIAN OPINION

“We shall be glad if you will
kindly act in accordance with the
above request.—Yours faithfully,

(Sgd). P. Hargovan, M. B, Naik,
P, G. Desai, O. H. A. ]baveri,
Shaikh Himed, R. B. Chetty, N.

Manickum Pillay, A. M. M Lok.

hat, S, J. Raaderia, V. J, Thucker,
A, E. Shaikh, J.S. Roopnarain, I, A,
Essack, M. N, Bhoola, K. M. Seedat,
A. 5. Kajee, A.S.Aiyar, B, Gabriel,
., Satya Deva, A.Sookdeo, I.Panday,
+ V. N, Thumbadoo, A, Halffejee, B.
Bachoo, V, Lawrence, A. M, Abed,

A. B, Moosa, Sorabjee Rustomjee.

nity, some of the provisions of which
° we felt to be essentially unjust.
[t would be a regroach to the -good
name of South Africa if* their case had
- not been presented during the discus-
sion. We claim that in acting as we
did we served the best interests of Par.
liament and of South Africa.
We claim also that our action was in

line with similar action repeatedly.

taken by other United Party supporters
in the past In respect. of this very
" Asiatic question the Government failed
to spcure. the passage of the Feetham

resolutions last.year because of a revolt:

'of some of its supporters on the floor of
" the House—a revolt which compelled
it to give anew direction to its whole
" policy. ' o '
. Moreover, during this session on other
‘measures other Governmeant supporters
have acted exactly as we have done,
and on the divisions on which we voted
- against .the Government other United
Party members voted in exactly the

same way. )
But we, and we alone, have been
. singled out for censure. \We recognise
that for the smooth working of the
party system a member must, in bhis
exercise of the privilege of freedom of
speech and of action, be influenced by
* the necessity of co-operation with party
colleagues. But having regard to the
tacts we have mentioned, we claim that
we did, in fact, exercise that privilege

. Treosonably and rightly.

No Such Rule

The specific charge against us is that

we moved amendments to a Govern-

~ ment measiure and divided the House
on them. At one time the charge was
made that we had broken a caucus tule
in doing so. That charge had to be
abamdoned. There never has been such
a caucus rule. Nonetheless, we were
censured. We can however, hardly be_-

. lieve that if we had supported Opposi-

.tion amendments and voted with the .

opposition on resultant divisions called
by its own members, we would have

- escaped censure,
‘The esseace of the matter is, of course,
that our exercise of the privilege of free
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With regard to the above, in the
course of an interview we had with
Mz, A. I, Kajee, secretary of the Natal
Indian Congress, we were informed that
the special general meeting which was

-to be held on June 4, is now being

called on June 3x, and notices to the
effect have been sent out to the mem-
bers of the Congress. With regard to
Swami Bhawani Dayal prolonging his
stay in India, the secretary informs us
that a meeting of the Committee of the
Natal Indian Congress is to be held on
the 8th or gth June and the matter will
be put before it.

HOFMEYR AND MR. BLACK-
WELL RESIGNED

speech and action was distasteful to the
Prime Minister. We have for some time
been subjected to bitter attacks in the
Ugnited Party newspapers standing in
close relationship with him. On this
occasion he himself impugned our good
faith and loyailty, and be imposed his
will on this caucus with a view to our
being censured. ' ’

We would emphasise, therefore, that
we did not tender our resignations
simply because a vote of censure on us
had been cast. Our reasons for doing
so go much further, The Prime Minister
had called our loyalty into question.
The caucus had accepted a resolu-
tion framed to- give effect ' to his
wishes. We could, therefore, do no
other than place our resignations in the
hands of the caucus, leaving it free

- either to accept them or to ask us to

withdraw them and to continue our
membership.

Itis because we refused to
speak and act like robots that we have
been censured.

. These are days whon Demooratio
institutions ars gravely In dans
gor.- - But they have heen assailed’
from within as well as from withsut,
For the maintenance of Demooraocy
itis of supreme Importanos to malin
tain easential freedom of thought
and of aotion. The United Party
Caucus daclsion tends towards the
braaking down of that freedom, It
ls a otep on the road to diotatorship
and that step we, oh our part, are
not propared to take.

For these reasons we tendered our
resignations from the caucus, but not
from the party. Our loyalty to the
ideals of the United Party remains un*
impaired, We hope to continue to fight
for those ideals as effectively in the
future as we have sought to do in the
past. .

In -the House we shall not take up
an attitude of hostility to the Govern-
ment, We shall continue, as hitherto,
offering criticism where necessary, but
lending general support. , ’
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HE conflagration that surrounds
Gandhiji on every side is -mot
without its redeeming features. If it
were so it would certainly . consume
him. But everywhere there are in
evidence features to soothe and comfort
and hearten which often make him
utter the memorable words of the
Gujarati Poet: .
Happiest are those that plunge in
Fire,

The lookers—on are all but scosched

by flames.

These thoughts arise in me as I begin
to think of the storm that is raging over
the proposed introduction of Prohibi-
tion in Bombay- The Parsis—some of
them, certainly not all—have organised
an agitation against it, and there have
been protest meetings and processions.
Gandhiji has had quite a fair number
of letters too, a few full of anger but

most of them courteous. Last week, -

however, 1 had a different kind of letter
from a Parsi friend who has been with
us through thick and thin for the last

20 years, but whom®his long ailment -

bas disabled from taking active part in
our movements. Had he not been bed-
ridden, he would I am sure be with

INDIAN OPINION

By M. D. In * Hatijan"

. Dr. Gilder bearing the brunt of the

campaign and belping to educate Parsi

public opinion. Here is a gist of what
he writes:

“l am writing to express the depth

of my agony over what is happening

in Bombay. Some members of my

community bave raiséd a storm of

protest against the campaign of Pro-
hibition which I am sure cannot but
be of lasting benefit to all, particular-
ly to my community. Let me assure
you that the agitation is sure to be
short-lived. A commugity ‘which has
produced so many philanthropists is
bound to realise sooner than later
the essentizlly humaanitarian aspect
..of this sacred movement and bless

Gandhiji one day for having saved

the community from spiritual ruin.
I have no doubt.in my mind tbat
Gandhiji aad Dr. Gilder have taken
a step which was most urgently need.
ed for the benefit of the community,

« I need not say that my wife and I
always pray for success of the sacred

. movement, and, by way of penance

»
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A WORTHY ATQNEMENT

for what some of my co-religionists
. have done in order to keep.the drink
- evil alive in India, I send you a
‘humble contribution which I. would
request you to use either for- the Pro.
hibition ox the Harijan cause, :
Let me add that the objection raised
against Prohibition on the score of
_ religion is absurd, For us it is pain-
ful in the extyeme that the name of
religion should have been dragged in
support of an unholy movement.
My contribution is by way of pen-
ance both for what we have done in
‘the_past and what we. Parsis are
doing to-day. But let me assure you
that the agitation is confined to only
afewofus” - .
~ The amount of .the contribution is
Rs. 1,000, It is really worth a hundyed

- times the actual amount, for I know

that it represents the hard-earned saving
of several years, and perhaps means g
cut on our friend’s future budget...A
worthier act of atonement than . this
cannot be thought of.  Let us hope it
will-rouse the dormant consciences .of
many of us and help in carrying' further
forward this civilising ard purifying
movement. = - - .

- CONFESSION 'AND -REPENTANCE

, l’ SAID at Calcutta on April 24 that
Rajkot had proved a laboratory for

me. The latest proof of the fact lies in
the step  am_now announcing. After

an exhaustive discussion with my co-

workers I have coms to the conclusion
at 6 o'clock this evening that I should
renounce the advantages accruing from
the Award of the Chief Justice,

I recognise my error. At the end of

my fast [ had permitted myself to say -

that it had succeeded as no previous
fasthad done. [ now see that it was
tainted with Himsa. In taking the fast
I sought immediate intervention of the
Paramount Powerso as to induce fulfil<

ment of the promise made by the

Thakore Sabeb, This was not the way

of Ahimsa or conversion. It was the

way of Himsa or coercion. My fast to
be pure should have been addressed only
to the Thakore Saheb, and I should
hava been content to die if I could not
have melted his heart or rather that of

his adviser Durbar Shri Virawala, My

eyes would not have been opened if I
had not found unexpected difficulties in
my way. Durbar Shri Virawala was
no willing party to the Award, Nz.
turally, he was in no obliging mood.

He therefore took advantage of every -

opportunity to cause a delay. . The
Award, instead of making my way
smooth, became a potent cause of
augering the Muslims and Bhayats

By
M. K'. GANDHI  In “Harijan”

against me. Before the Award we had,
met as friends, “ow [ /m" accused of

" having committed a breach of promise

voluntarily and without any considera-
tion made by me. The matter was to
go to the Chief Justice for decision as
to whether I was guilty .of the alleged

charges made against him-were trus. or
not. Thisis not the. place to discuss
them. Suffice it to say that the way of

+ A himsa was not and has nof yet been

. applied to him. - B

breach of promise. The.statements of. °

the Muslim Council and the Girasia
Association are before me. ‘Now that
I have taken the decision to renounce
the Award, there is no occasion for me
to answer the two cases: So far as [
am concerned, Muslims ‘aad Bhayats
can have anything the Thakote Saheb
may be pleased to give them.- I must

apologise to them for having put them
to the trouble of preparing’ their cases,”
.1 owe an apology to the Viceroy for the

unnecessary strain | have put upon him
in my weakness. I apologise to the
Chiet Justice for having been the cause
of putting bim to the labour which,
had I kaown better, he need not have
gone through, Above all, [ apologise
to the Thakore Saheb and Durbar Shyj
Virawala. So far as the latter is con-
cerned, [ must also own that, in com-
mon with ny co-workers, I have hay.
boured evil thoughts about him. I do
not here pause to consider whether the

. Andlet it be said to my discredit that

- I have been guilty of playing what may

be called a double, i.e, hanging" the
sword of the Award over bis head and -
wooing bim and expecting him of his
own free will to advise the .Thakore
Saheb to ‘grant liberal reformgs, -

. This'method 1 admit-is wholly in-
consistent with AZhimsa. When all of a
sudden { made what is known-as a .
sporting offer to ¥r. Gibson on April 19,
I discovered my weakness: But I had
not the courage then and there to say,
‘I do not want to have anything to do
with the Award.' Instead I said, -‘Let
the [hakore Saheb appoint his own
Committee and then the Parishad
people will examine the report in terms
of the Award, und if it is found defect-
ive it can go to the Chief Justice.’ Dur. -
bar Shri Virawala detected a flaw and
very properly rejected the offer, saying :
‘You are still hanging the Award over
my head and want to become a coust of

- appeal over the Thakore Saheb’s Com.

‘mittee. 1fsuch is the case, you must
take your pound vf flesh and no more,’
I saw the force of his objection. I told -
him too that I lacked the courage then -
to throw the Award overboard, but |
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would still plead with him to come to
terms with the people as if the Award
was not in existerice and as if the Sardar
Bnd I had also withdrawn. He pro.
mised to try. He tried in his own-
_fashion but not ‘with a large heart, I
“donot blame him. How could I expect
‘a Jarge heart when he knew my faint.
hedrtedness iz clinging to the Award? -
~ Orily trust can beget trust. 1 lacked
tit myself. 2 But at last T have regained
;my lost courage. My faith in the so-
-vereign efficacy of A himsa burns bright-
_.er for my-confession and repentances.
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I must not do aa injustice to my co-
workers, Many of them are filled with
misgivings. My exposition of Ahimsa
is new to them. They see no cause’ for
my repentance. They think that 1 am
giving up a great chance created by the
Award, They think too that as a poli-
tical leader 1 bave no right to play fast
and loose with the fortunes of 75,000
souls, maybe of the whole of the people
of Kathiawad. I have told them that
their fears are uojustified, apd that
every act of purification, every accession
of courage, adds to the strength of the

Jose 2ud, 1939

cause of a people affected by a move.
ment of Satyagraha. I have told them
too thatif they regard me as the general
and expert of Satyagraba, they must
put vp with what may appear to them
tobe my vagaries,

- Having now freed the Thakore Saheb
and his adviser from the oppression of
the Award, J have no hesitation in

+appealing to them to appease the people
of Rajkot by fulfilling their expectations
and dispelling their misgivings.

Rajkot 17-5:1939-

7 South HAfrican News Jn Brief

\Protest Meéeting Of .Mar}_!zbﬁrg
P ) ST Indians -
".A PROTEST meeting of Maritzburg

. 4"\ Tndians was held under- the auspi-

; cas of the Natal Indian Congress (Maritz-
.barg branch) ‘when allegations of im-.

_smortality cmadé, against the Indian -

. ,.community by Mr. A, T. Allison M.P.C.,
'~ ia the Provincial Couacil were strongly

- wveondemned. - The meeting unanimously .

- y:passed the following resolutions: “This
" mass meeting of Indians, while denying
“the allegations of Indian penetration -
" ‘jnto essentially European residential -
" . areas, ‘Bupports the petition-submitted
" - by the headquarters of the Natal Indian _
Congress to the Provincial Council, and
. . ask that & judicial inquiry be-set up to

i :"_“.munity__t‘_p snswer and refqte such alle-

__"give an opportunity to the Indian com- -

_'._,_-ga.t_ious. P
7 . «This meeting protests against and
-7 denies the allegations made in the ¢

- . Provincial Council by Mr;A. T, Allison

>, M.P.C., recently charging Indians with

.. immoral ~relationship- with Coloured

- s.women. and :interference, with White. -

" . women, and states emphatically - that

. tae motive naderlying this charge is to-

.

" »jaflame racial feeling” against Indians .

- a1d add fuel to the fire of racial hatred, -

* " which .unfortunately for. the Indians -

‘. fiady expression in some of the extre-

L3
o

» .- forthwith_or substantiates same in an

.. mists in this country.

»

K - Allison either - withdraws . this -charge -

.. “open.inguiry.” .., .- L
~.,. .. It was decided to forward copies -of
N _..the resolution to Mr. Allison, who was

" | ‘ot present, and to the chairman of the

B q Wélcéme _Reéeplio

'y

;_Provincial_Council. ..
.ﬂ | TO - " | E

C ey '."i'.' nea - .Dr' ;S"::'v- ‘lﬂppam
- . +Phe . Port Elizabeth Indian "Women’s
yoAsgociation gave 8 welcome yoception._to
"ii‘DF’ ts,_,v,.A,ppnvoo. ,MQB" OhoB'g‘at the
" .Oity Hell. . His ‘Worship the AMayor, Cr.
“WaLean, who presided; weloomed Dr.

" X priveo in the name of the Port Eliza-

... %béth Tddian Women’d Rssooiation and in
© . u:dhe name of the City of Port Elizabeth

»=and:hoped he would be sacosssful in his

" +"protegsion. - The Mayor reforred.to the

[

"-of acsidents or favouriem.

Segregation Bill as eszentially an unjust
measare whioch, in his opinion, would
have the effect of orsatng bad blood and
-division at a time when there should be
peaca; amity and singleness of purpose

. among the maultitudinons peopls in the

British Commonwealth of Nation: Ee
referred to the war cloud which threat-
_ened Western Oivilisation and with it

- everything that the members of the Brit-

ish Commonwealth of Nations held near
“and dear. 'The Mayor then garlanded
the gnost in the name of the adgeociation
sud was, in turm, garlanded by Mvs.
Jossle. Mrs. V. Gopau), the secretary of

- the Indian 'Women's Association, stated

that D, Appavoo, after .creditably pas-
ging his medical examination in Edin-

bargh, now stood on the threshold of -

PRI I,

vl

" Piano Lessons

. A respeotsble Indian lady in willing
to give Piano lessons to Indisn ohildren -

id Dorban, Reasonable fecs, Perfeot re-
sulty guaranteed. Write to ‘Plano Lessons,’
ofo ISDIAX OPINION, Phoenix, Natal.

vras rsar) LS .

. another sohool—the -aohool of pmtioo
which. required  greater energy and
stronger determination in order to make

~_his choeen .calling a thorough sucsess.

.+ " Qontinuing Mrs, Gopaunl eaid the three
- - ;%This mass meeting demands that Mr. -

oardinal principles that directed aud re-
gulated the oonduct ot every rational
haman being were, first, there war no

* sristoeraoy ‘exoept intellect, and by in-
telleot she meant a “oombination of high .
oharacter and culture. Oae did pot gek -

iato this charmed oircle by any acolident
Seoondly,
there was no gospel except ‘toleranoe.
o suooeed in bis profeseion the dootor
‘shonid don the humble garb. and mix

“with the humblest of the humble on & -
footing of eqmality. And thirdly, thers .

was no ideal except service, pervice to

“ his own people in particular, snd the

State in general. Mra, Trebarne, the
Doputy Mayor, Mr. W. 0. Addook, Miss

Counldridge, Mr. O. K. Pillay and Mrs, .

Nagan aleo briefiy addreased the gather-
ing. . - ..

~ pecretary of the South African

Indian Baby Show

A ocommiitee has been formed 'nndor'
the patronage of the Mayoress of Durban

_ and Tady City Councillors to organise sn
- Yndian Baby 8how in Darban on July 3.

Dr. K. Goonam js the ohairlady of the
gommlttee, It is hoped that Mrs, Rama
Rau, wife of the Agent-General for India
“in South Afrlgy, will be in Darhan to
_open the show. There will be four
geotions: (A) Babiesa under six months. -
(B) Babies gix months to twelve
montha, (0) Bibies onéd year to
two yesrs, (D) Babies two years
_to four years, The entrance fee in'six
pence per competitor. Eotry forms mey
be obtained by calling on or writing to
the seoretarles Mre. R. D. Sandram and
_ Mrs, M. Naidoo, 49, Oross Streat, Darban,
or by telsphoning to No. 23688, Durban.

‘Social And Personal

Me, Bernard Gabrisl, the well kaown
lawyer, who hae been laid up in bed for
the past two months with dengue fover, .
is making & good recovery. Itis hoped

' he will be well and strong again very

goon.
. —0— )

‘the organising
Oolonial
.Born and Settlers Association, who s

Mr. K. Soobramoney,

_ also the jolot hon, scoretary of the

Pietermaritzburg Branch, has gone to
the Tranevaal, in order to stady and as-
oertain at Svst hand the Transvaal Indlan
commanity’s plight, particularly arising
out of the proposed Asiatio Land and
Trading Blil now before Parliament,

Everythlog 1ppearir{g In this isswe of & polic
tical oatute hes been written and edited by
Maoilsl M. Gandhi to express the views of
Inp1AN OPINION.
MM

Send your frait and other prodace to:

P--J. KOEN, Market Agent,
Boxr 542, Pretoria
Robber Stampa and Labels free.

e s i
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‘Rev. Saichell On India

RY. W. H. Satchell, who has recently
.retlarned from India, delivered on
Monday evening, May 22, a lectnre on
“Indts of to-day” under the auspioes of
the Gindhil Library and Rustomjee Hail
Committee which wap listened to very
aitentively by Indians. The chairman,
Mr, O. H. A. Jhaverl, woloomed Rev.
Batchell and presented him with a benti-
ful bouguet. Mr. Batohell in opening
his addrese eald that India was & vast
oonntry with very grave problems. He

outlined the newly promulgated Indianw

QOounstitation and the arbitary powers
under it vested to Governors and the
Viceroy. Hae also explained the aotivities
of the Indian National Cobogresa which
governed almost all the Provinces. He
said that only one Provinoe is now
governed by the Coalition Government,
In oconoluding his lecture, Mr, Batohell

advised the Indian commaunity in Natal

fo improve their lot by self help. ‘
At the request of the chairmen, Dr, Y.

M, Dadoo, the leader of the Nationalist .

Group of the Tranavanl Xndian Congress
wbo was present at the meeting expressed
“his views on the segregation policy of
the Unlon Government. He told the
sudience of the deoision of the Nation-
alist Groap to oppose the Bil by 'passive
rosistance, Mr. 8. J. Randeria thanked
Rev.. Batohell for his very interesting
and informative lecture. He reforred to

the aotivities of Rev. Satohell in eonneo-
tion with the Bt. Aidan’s Indian Hospital

and to his Missionary work here., He
also thanked the Indian friends from

the Transvaal among whom were besides -

Dr, Dadoo, Mr. 8. B. Mehd and Hajee I.
A. Oachalia for their presence thers that
evening, and he speclally thanked Dr,
Dadoo for expressing his viowa 80 olearly
on the Begregation Bill, ,

Shri Hindt Pathshala

« The 8hri Hindi Pathshala wag !ormed
8t & woll attended inaugaral meeting
- held at the  Depot Road Government In.
dian 8ohool, Somtsen Road, Durban .re-
ooutly under the ohalrmanship of Mr,
R, Ramklas, the protsm seoretary being
Mr, E. H. Moolen. - The following office-
bearers were elooted for - the . ensuing
year:—Patrons: Messsrs. 9, L, Siogh,
Anand Ral and Q. Sewdatb; president:.
Mr., B. J. Maharajh; vice-presidents-
Messrs, B. Sohanla), B. Sudhene and R,
Ramklass; hon. secretary snd tressrer:
Mr. E. H. Moolen; committee: Measrs,
R. Bijou, Billy L. Singh, 8. Hethoo, -
Mahadow L. Bingh and M. Hansrajh,

- Indian Technical Education

Commitiee

The ninth sonual report of the Indian
Technical Institute, Durban, which has
n recently qulishod atatee that -

_ Must be a bachelor Brahmin,

“twelve meotings of the committee were
held during the year. The work of the
Institute
clazaea intended for young people who
are no longer in attendanee at day echool,
and are, or should be in employment.
The following is a summary of the sec-
tions of the work:—

A, Part-time clagses for young men and

" and boys:
- . Awnge entolment
fot the 4 quarters
1. Commercla! and Literary o
Classes at Sastri College - 137 -
2. 'General Constitutional ‘
Classes at Carlisle St. Schaoo! - )
at Somtsen Rd. School 55 -

o, at Clairwood School. - 88 _
B. Part-time classea for young women

and girls: - : _ e

1. Lomestic Science Classes
Needlework

at Sastri College
Practical Cookery at .
Albert St, School - > -

-

2, General Constitutional Classes s

at Somtseu Rd, College ' A

11

“39%0

First half year 83 Second half year-

carried on at the Parl-time

mndard. '.I!ho committes ooneists of -

- the following eoleven smotive members

. Indian’ Eisteddfod

The work of the Committee has been

affeoted, states the report; by the raling
of the Ministaru of Education that the

”/’I’/’I’f’/’/’/’l’f’l’f’/’lll’/’/’f’l’_

WANTED .

A Temple Paojari and' Hindi Teacher.

To eom-
mence duty trom July 1. Applieations
must reach the seoreiaries by the I5:h
June; 1939,

Bhri Laxmi Narayan Temple,
Sirdar Road, P 0. Rosaburgh, Natal,

>/, ‘J/l

-60,

Dopartment would not henceforward re-
cognise for subsidy purposes pupils en- -

rolled in the Classes, who were under 16
- years of age munless they had passed

atandard IV, The departmenta) Inapect-
or visited the classes in April an1 after

dmonsuonl with him it was decided to
remove from the olasses at the end of

Jane the pupils, . both boys and girls,
whoe were affected by -this regulation.

Atthe same time discussions were en- .

tored into with the Provinoial Admin-

isiration with tho objeot of getting some
consideration for the young people who
had heen thus dismissed from or ‘Who '
- bad been refused admission in the classes,

At the end of the year the commitiee
received: word that the Administration.

was prepared to recgive rpplication for a .

. grant for clasges for thess boye and girla

under certain conditions, and the dom-
mittee now hopes to be able to make
provision for the pari- hme education of

- such pupils who are between 14 ‘and 1§

yeam of age !mra not- passed the fonrth

!

short plays:

- Arabie oomody. in English).-

with Mr, B, M. Narbeth as obairman:
Mr. A.Christopher {vice-chairman), Mrs,
G. Ohristopher, Dr. Mildred Olark,
Messrs, 8. Joseph, 8. M, Moodley.. P, G.
Naicker (hon. treasurer), T..M. Naicker,
8. L. Siugh, @. M. Titlestad (mrotary)
and V, Vinden. ) :

.o~

. "Theopen public speaking contest held
recertly,” was succestnlly won by Miss -
Kanthum Naidoo, formerly a pupil and
now & teacher -of the Dartgell Oresoent-
Indian Girl’s School, Durbsn, Mins.

L . “Naidoo was the only Inditn lady-entrant
and Dmssmukmg} ' s _-
_ 1

‘ont of 11 entries’ in. this ocompetition, - -
Mies Naldoo was ocongratulated by Mr. -
Maarice Webb the adfudicator for having
been #o outstanding in her dellvery and :
oommand of the Englmh language s

:‘Uarieiy Concett ' -

" The aoholmotthe Stella Hill Ipdian -
School will present the following two -
‘1. Tharmama J’ayam (an "~
Eastern play of philosophic nature, fn
English). 2. Twice is-too much {an .
'The pro-

gramme aleo includes songa (both verna-_

oular and English) sketches, solos (fn- -

_ stmmenm). monologues, items by sconts -

- and gaides, eto., in aid of the Stella Hill

~ Indian Sohool Fund, on Saturday and

Sunday, June 3 and 4, in the Stella Hill
School Hell . Doors open at 12 noon. -
Play commences on both dsys at 1.30
p.m. Admission by Drosramme only.

?

;Wedding R '

- A grand vedio weddmg took. plnoe on

 Sundsy, May 21, at. Mr. Bachoo's ‘resi- 7:

L

dence at Cato Manor when his peice

) _Knmaﬂe Parvathie, the dnugbter of Mr.:

Mrs. Ramjuthan was married to Kumar:
Ramlugav, eldest son of Mr. Sampath, of
‘Candella Estates. The Geremony was )

. performed by My, Rameundar Patok of

~erg from all over Bouth Afrlca.

Dannhauser. . There was a htige gather.
ing inciuding dialinguished Indian lead-
The
bride and bridegroom were the recipients
of many valnable - wedding mm aml

.good wiuhes.. o
" “Donatior To ‘Natal Indiau Cougrm |

The Natal Indian: Oongresq (Marite- -
barg branoh).acknowledges with thanks-
a donation of £6 6s. recelved from
Estate late Gangaloo Peter per Mosars, .
A. J MoGI.bbon & Brokenaha.
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Andhra Maha babha

Mr: A, P. Naidoo, of Slanger, leaves for
India on & holiday by the Kenys on Sun-
day Jane 4. He will be accompanied by
his wife and two children and expects to
be away for abont six monthe. Mr, A,
P.. Naidoo is the patron of the Andhra
Mabs Sabha (South Afrlea). A farewell
reoeption was accorded by the Sabha to
Mr. and Mre. Naidoo ‘at the Andhra
House, 43, Loopold Street,
Mr, O. N.'- 0. '_Varndaqharynlu_n of the

QR!GINAL CORRESPONDENCE

" Darban,

"INDIAN OPINION

~Tongaat Andhra Pathasala is also leaving

by the same boat. He i# not expeoted to
roturn to this country owing to the mwad
loss he has sustained early in May by
the death of his beloved wife in India.-

‘The Andhra Maha Sabba extends to My,

Varadacharynln its deepest aympathy in
his sad bereavement. -
Huslim Institute

The following officials of the above
Institute were eleoted for the oarrent
year at its recently held third annual

Jone-2nd, 1939

meeting :=—Patrons: Mesers. A. 1. Kajosy

A. 8, Ksthrada, Hajee M. A. Motals;

President: Mr. Hajeo E, H. Iamail; Treas-

nrer: Mr, Y, 8. Mulla; Scoretarios: Messrs,

A.E, Renderes and Karrim A. Ganle;

Vioe-presidents: Meesra, A. 8, Kajee,
Tayob Sacoor, L. Vally, A, I.” Jinnsh,
D. M. Motala; Counocillors: Mesars, E, M.

@, Randeree, G. M. Balim, @. H. Doorst,.
H. M. Vahed, E. 1. Mulls, 0. I. Awvrs,

@. M, Jeewa, E, M. Motala, A. B. Ismail,
0. A. Vais, and 8. M. Vahed.

THE SEGREGATION BILL

IR,~I-have carefully analysed the

. erfticism of Mr. Heaton Nlcholls,
M.P.,. for. -the:-Zululand Division in
Pacliament.on the Segregation Bill, and
am astonished that as a Britisher, with-
out forseeing the, dire necessity of estab-
lishing "unity ,in the British Common.
wealth of Nations, he recommends the
desirability of scrapping the Capetown
A ireement which- was the outcome of a
Rouad Table Conference between the
representatives of the Union.and the
Indian. Governments after - dué -deli
~ berations. Thescrapping of this Agree-
ment would therefore mean a first step
towards the break.up of the ox:sung

-

COM MENCING on the evening of
Wednesday, June 14, and con-
tinuing on the three following evenings,
.the =astri College Dramatic Society
. .will hold its Annual Dramatic Festival
dn the College Hall,.

" wealth . of - meaning. _
which has blossomed in various soils
' throughout ‘the ages, is unfolding itself

in our midst*in & form both old and

' new; breathmg all the allurements and
mystery. of the East, it presents: its:1f

o our jaded sophistication with an

artistry which 7s fascinating. .

. -The Sastri College Dramatic Society
js putting before Durban to-day plays
wo:thy of a much higher tribute than

is generally accorded them here as yet,

The majority of people do not know
. of these pldys; some are indifferent, but
" those who have witnessed the high
' gtandard of achievement attained,
* seldom miiss an ‘opportunity of attend-
ing new ‘prodtictions. After the 1938
Festival was over, a well-known author-
ity of the Drama wrote: -“T'wo Eastern
Flays were staged, which- for artistic.

quality and brilliance of interpretation ..

'A simple enough
_.auncuncement, but behind it what a.
Dramatic Art,,

tion,

‘in. the Union.

To THE EDITOR “INDIAN opnuon "

diplomatic relations between tbe two
States. .

The world was given to understand
that it was the Totalitarian States who
defied and ignored treaties -and agree-

_ ,ments, and the - democratic principle

‘was to honour these treaties and agree.
ments, I firmly believe the Union of
South Africa in its present foom is of a
democratic origin up to the core, Under
the circumstances, the principle and
ideals of democracy must be maintained
in deeds and words.

The approaching conflagration could
only be averted by showing a spirit

_ of goodwill among the citizens of the

. (CONTRIBUTED )

far outstrippéd anything ' yet seen in
amateur performances here. The plays

‘gave full scope to the players who °

revealed and . sustained the Eastern
atmosphere and imagination in a re.
ma.rka.ble fashion™

" The first proper stage play was pro-
duced at the College in June 1934, It

. was an Eastern Fantasy “Ihe Poetasters
_ of Ispahan,” and, though simply staged

as an initial effort, it created a sensa-
Nothing of the kind bad ever
been seen .in Durban before; a real
Eastern Play with real Eastern people
init. And thisis, really, the secret of

the ‘great success which the Society -

has had during the past six years. In
the main it has stiged Eastern or Semi-
Eastern Plays and the public koows
that, at the College, it can see Dramatic
work which is unique in every respect.

. Usually a school play, no matter how

,well it may be done, is just a school'
" play; nothing will ever make it any-

thing else, but .the Dramatic work at

" the College is considered to be almost
“‘professional and very definitely the

best College Plays to be seen anywhere
The tremendous inter-

Empire.

The British politicians in the Umon
should remember and take into account
India’s man power and resources in the
event of another world war, and her
contributing force towards peace in the
Commonwealth, before anything drastic
is launched against the Indian com-

" munity in the Union. The scrapping of

the Capetown Agreement would autor
matically mean a severe blow to the
Indian Government and its reputation,
and a retaliation would positively take
shape.~Yours etc,

‘ O, VARADHARAJULU Namp.

SASTRI COLLECE DRAMATIC SOCIETY

est shown by Indians and Europeans

every year in this festival of dramas
means that the playz bhave to be run
for almost a week, and sometimes even
repeated, and this year the keenness
is the same. Two Plays have been
selected for presentation. One is am
Eastern Fantasy “The Gods of the
Mountain” in three acts; the other a:
delightful Burlesque entitled “An Inter-
national Scrooge” in four scenes, com-
mencing in London and then taking
us over to France and Russia. A unique

type of Costume Play never before seen
in this country.
The opening night, Wednesday, June

14, willbe a Grand Gala Performance
- when a very distinguished and [fully

representative gathering wiil be present.
The plays will continue on the thres
following nights with the possibility of
a special repeat performance on Monday
evening following, Friday evening,
Juné 36, will be a special students’
night, when senior students from
Indian and European schqols will Be
present. :
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Jhe
Speshona Tennis Club

HE apnual general meeting of the
sbove cinb was -held at 129 Gale
Btreet when the following were ‘elected
offlcinls for the ensning year: Patron, Mr.
Y. M. Maistry; hon. life preeident: Mr,
A, K. Phillip; president: V. Manitkum
Pillay; wice presidents: Messrs. P. B.
Bingh, P. M, Naioker, V. Krishnasamy;
hon,- seoretary: * P.''G. TFrancis; “hon.
troamarer: V. 1yaloo Malstry; assist, seorcs
tary: 8. '8, Mabawsj; hon, anditor: R. P.
Soni; captain A" Division: A, P,-Singh;

cotrt captain: E. H, Tamail; captain *B” °
Division: *N. ‘Goviodsamny; ecommittes:
L Bramdaw, 8id Mabarsj, P.: Pillay,
Jimmy Mailstry, K. D. 0. Thumby; coun-
oillors to N.LLT.A.:"1. Bramdaw aiid
" AP, Singh, !'Tt was decided to :heold
the ' -Olud’s 'Annuidl Tournament /- for
. "Moorginh Tropby” on SBunday, June 4.

.Tea Party In Honoar Of Hajee
E. 'H. Ismail ,

A Tes arty in hononr of Mr. E. H.
Ismail,’ the vaptain ‘of ‘the- Bpéabona
Tenwis Olub, who had returned irecently
from his overseas trip, was.given by the
olub at the residence of Mr. V. M.
Malstry, ~ Mr. V. Manickom Pillay who
presided enlogised the merviees -rendered ™
by St e s S nrpln <t R0 SmtoosEaony Mot
the alub some ten years ago, and the fine i
sportsmanship shown both on and off o !
the court. “ Amongst other - speakers ;
were Measrs. 1, Brathdaw, V., Krishna- :
samy, V. M, Maistry (the patron),. R, P, -
Bag; P. G, Francis, A. P. Singh, 8. 8. s
Maharaj, {Natal Indian Single Tennis - ) ‘

By “Rcmbl-r

."leden Heights Indian Tennis 'Clnia

The olub held its tournament doublea
and singles. The result wasas follows:—
-Mensrs, N, 8. Nundan and Davel Ram-
deen-winners of the doubles, beat Messrs,
A. T. 8. David and Kanalall Parsidie
by 6-4, 9-7. Kanalall Parsidie holds the
singlee champlionship now for two years,
D. Remdeen runners-up. The elub,

prove their standard of play as this club
_ has just commenced snd bap w long way
to 80, stateq. tho sscretary,

The annual general meeting oF th
Mayville Foolball Olab was held recently
Mr. B. Renben presided. ‘'MF, V.78,
Vadial Pillay inenvimitting the anpualge- .
port,- said .that keen endeavours. Fere

Royal amd White, - Mr. B. K.

Doorascamy Bros. presented a football

CObampion) and others, Mr, -Ismail
thanked Mr. Maistry and the members
of the Olab.
‘ Hinda Social Club

On Banday May 21 the above Ciub
ontortamod the Hindn . Youth Olub at
their Olab Hall 140, Qaeen Street, at a
friendly game of table tewnips, Many
spirited ganes -were ecen bat the high-
light ‘of the evening war thé final be-
twien "the captmine of the teame Dr,
G M. Naicker and Mr, M. Msnjee which
resnlted in 8 win for Dr. Naicker by
21.17. The visitors won by 21 matches !
to 15. Dr. Naicker expressed a pleasant
surprise at the' standard of play of
thé fome members and hoped: that. gt
some later dale they would be able -to
return the compliment, - My, K. P, Deeai
expressing the clubs thanks to the
visitors, hoped that the friendly relations :
between the club’s would continae, The
club ’also wishes to expresg ity thanks
to Mr, R, M. Patel and members of - the
Muslim Institute for thefr help- towards
thaking the evening a enccess,

-

e -

-

*

L

-

wishes to play sny ontside_clnb. to. im- -

Maynlle'l"oolball‘ﬂnb

ovinced for all the tropliies, Thig year
the 'clnba have “thanged its- oolonl'l to _

- Thé following officials were elected for

- Sastri @oZZege
Dramaézo “Se oczeéy

ANNUAL DRAMATIC FESTIVAL

On Wednesday, June x4, and. three fol]ow,mg ]
nights the Soc:ety will present -at 8 p.m.. each
evening in the _College Hall—Two plays:

* THE GODS OF THE. MOUNTAIN "
* {An Easfern Fanfasy’ In"Three ﬂcts)

_ “AN INTERNATIONAL SCROOGE"
L (a Burlesque In f'our Scenes)

* ~BO! TH COS TU. ME PLA YS

Wednesday, .!une 14, Grand Gala
Perforqlanee Under Distmgulshed -

Txckets' 10/6,.5/3 and 3/6. (Reserved),

 Other Nights, Tickets: 3/6, 2/6. (Resemd)
and: 1/6 (Unreserved -Friday . Night, June 16

Sporhng Werld

vhe-pruidantaa Measre. 8. P. Pillay, -
Renben and V. 8. Vadial; preeident: Mr.-
'B. Reubent; vice-presidents: Messrs D. -
- D,  Lalla, @. G. Naidoo, @. R. Naidoo,.
M, Heera, A. Madray, M. Moonilal and
R. Seepersadh; hon, secretary: Mr. T. P..
“Govender; ussistant secretary: Mr. C. P.
‘Govender; hon. treasurer: Mr. Rogers:
_Naidoo; captain: Mr. S. Sam Vaal: vice-
captain: Mr. David Nayanah; mansger:
M. M, Naidoo; ' trainer: Mr. P. Doora-

" samy; delegaten- to- to the M.D.LF.A.:

- Mesarg, () P. Govender and R. P, Singh..
. Farewell. To_ Popular_Suh-manager .

A public farewell under.$ho ausploss:
- 'of the;Oornuhia Indian Sports Club took: .
place recently in the Cornubia Indiam: .
Hall, Natal Estates Ltd., on: the retire- .
ment of Mr. H. Weston, imb-manager of
Cornubia- Estats, Therd. was a grod
‘gathering of both Europeans and Indiads. -
. Mn H, Weston, rotired after <conpleting -
81 yeara of servioe to the Nshg Estates, .
.the last 21 years of, which weré spent in:
Coronbia, Mr. and Mrs, Weahn will be -

presented a set of Jerseya snd Messrs, P, - leaving for the Orange Froa State, Mr.

H. 'Weston was preseiited ‘with a digarette
case £0& Mre. H, Weston with s tes et
by the Sports Olub and a fine slock to -
both by the Indian. community,

(June 1Q39)

T

-

Patronage. '

- Students’: Night,
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