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185 H.:DUDLEY, ot Suva, -Fiji, writes to
M India as follows, under date the 4th Novem-
.ber last :— C .
Living in a country where the system called * Inden-
tured Labour® is in vogue, one is continuelly oppressed
in spirit by the traud, injustice, and inhumanity of which
fellow-crealures are the victims, . - S
Fiiteen years ago I game to Fiji to do mission work
among the Indian people here. I had previously lived

in India lor five ycars, Knoowing the natural timidity of {

Indian village pcople, and knowing also that they had no
knowledge of any country beyond their own immediate
district, it was a matter of great wonder to me as to how
thess people could have been-induced to come
thousands of miles from their own country to Fiji. The
women were pleased to see me a8 I had lived in India
and could talk with them of their own country. They
would tell me of their troubles'and how they had been
eatrapped by the recruiter or his agents. I will cite a
few cascs, ' -
One womaa told me she had quarreiled with her hus-
band and io anger ran away from her motherin-law's
house to go to her mother's. A man on the road ques-
tioned her, and said he would show her the way. He
. took her to a depdt far-indentured labour. Another
woman said her busband went to work at another place -
, He sent word to his wile to follow him. On her way a
. man said he knew her husband ard that he would take
Jigr to hiw. This woman was taken to a depét. She
said-that one day she saw her husband passing and cried
out to him, but was silenced. An Indian girl was asked
by a neighbour to go and see the Mubarram festival.
Whilst there ahe was prevailed upon to go to a depét.

Auother woman told we that she was going to a bath- |

ing ghat and was misled by a woman to a depbt.. -
When in the depét these women are told that they
cannot go till thay pay for the food they have had and
fof other expenses. They are unable to do so. They
arnive in this country timid, fearful women, oot knowing
where they are to,be sent.. They are allotted to planta-
tions like so ‘many dumb antmals. ~ It they do not per-

lorm satistactorily the work given them, they are punished -
by being struck or fined, or they are even sent to gaol. 1

' The life ob the lplnnmions alters their demeanour and
. even their very [aces. Some look crushed and broken-
hearted, others sullen, others hard and evil. 1 shall
~ never lorget the first jime I saw “indedtured™ womem
They were returnjng frod their day’s work. The, lgck
| “on those women's face haunts me. Co
~ Itis probably known to vou that only abo
wonen are brought ot to’ Fiji to every.one hundred
? men. l cannot g into details concerning this system
.. 0l legalised prostuutidn. * To give you some idea of the
, results, it wil be sufficient to sny that every few montits

some Indian man murders tor untaithfulaess the woman
. whom be regards as his wife, o o
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nt .n;akés one burn with-iudignatibn to thik of th .
helpless Jittle children born under the revolting condi -

" tions of the * indentured labour” system.. T adopted two

little girls—daughters of two unfortunate women who -
had been murdered. One was a Sweet, gmceful child,”
so good and true. It s always a marvel to me.how.
such a fair jewel could have come out of such loathsome
environments,: I took her with me to India some years
ago, and there she died of tuberculosis. Her fair form
was lqid to rest on a hillside ‘facing snow-capped
Kinchipjunga.- The other child is still with me-—now
grown up to be a loyal and true and pure girl. > But

- what of the children—what of the girls—wbo are left to

be brought uprid.such pollution? - - - A
After five years of slavery—after five years of legalised

'immorality—the people are * free.” - And what kind of - _

a community emerges atter five years of such a life? .
Couid it be'a moral and sclf-respecting one?— Yet some -

~ argue in favoyr of this worse than barbarous system, that.

the “free ” Indians are better off financially than they
would be in their own country?! I would ask yon at -
what cost to the Indian people? What have their
women forfeited? What i3  the" heritage ‘of their -
children ? .- T el o T
- And for wkat is all this suffering -and-wrong against -
humanity? To gain profits—pounds, shillings, and..
pence for sugar companies and planters, and others -

-

I beseech of you not to be satisfied with any reforms .-
to this system of indentured labour. T beg of you not -
to cease to use your influence against this iniquitous -
system till it be utterly abolished. . ..~ - - 5

[ Miss Dudley, the writer of this pathetic Jetfer, is the
pioneer Indian missionary in Fiji. She'is an Australian
Methodist and has done admirable and devoted service.”
in undertaking the care of Indian orphan-girls whose
wothers have been murdered and their fathers hanged
as the result of the sexual jealousy produced by.the -
scarcity of women, which is one of the many blots upon~
return o the consideration of th ke -Ishdolrtlmy;to";
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Genéral Hertzog, criticising the ‘Union Governmant
of which he is'no longer a member, in ¢ ‘speech -at :
Smithfield on the rrth instant, is reported as follows’=
*' Take the Indian question; if they read correspondence
on this matter; which bad been laid on the table of the
House, they would see what extremely weak and deplor- -
able 2 standpoint had been taken up with regard o ¢he
Free State. - He saw the correspondence for ‘the first
time when it was laid on the table, and he was*i ndignant
when he.saw the intentions in respect tothe Free State.”.
So we may count upon the, gallant ‘General, 2s- an im.-
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An Experitpént in Segregation

- 'The Transvaal Leader, in its issue of the 20d {astant,
deals with the question of segregation, and refers as
follows to the wwmhig of Vrededorp from which old-
ers have been recently driven :—

To-day, Vrededorp, thanks to its Stands Ordinance,

. codpled with the executive action of the Municipality,
is legally and actually * white.® A study of the local
" effects of this experiment in racial separation discloses
pome interesting conclusions, One is that widely
diffsrent races may derive mutual advantage from juxta-
position. . .+ The second is that an experimeit
to the people It is
specially designed to benmefit. In this particular In-
stance it bas apparently not benefited the white residents,
while it undoubtediy bas stimulated the_ Asiatice to

fresh commaercial activity—a development which cer-

tainly it was not the object of those responsible for the
undertaking to encourage. On the other hand, there
‘i8 fo valid reason to believe that the white residents
themselves  felt or expressed any repugnance for the
Asiatic traders who had so long been settled in their
niidst, Racial repegnance for the Asiatic is too olten
found, when traced to its source, to be merely another
term lor the trade jealousy of his unsuccessiul com-
petitots,
in trade, it is free to regard the matter from the directly

‘‘vpposite aspect—ndmely, that of the customer and
. bonsumer, ‘ _

. .'The offending ¢oloured element consisted of some |
: go Indian and Chinese storekeepers.

It should here
& explained that the boundary between whife Vrede-

dorp and the remainder of the area (which [ell ignobly

into the Malay Location) is between Delarey Street

. antd M¥leventh Street Irom the corer of Delarey Street
- to the comer of. Krause Street. Thus one side of &
- good portion of Delarey Street is in the location, and
' - the opposite side of the street is in Vrededorp. .. . .

1y mogt tages the exiled Asiatics were merely-put to

" the inconvéniehce of crossing the street and opeving

. enthusiast may well ponder.
. the-chitk of the bticklayer's trowel and the carpenter's
. hammet ob the roof. The
. finer than auything ever erected in Vrededorp. They

wiew shops opposite their old pldces of business. Other

. tradérs, more remote, hastened from their corner sites
.16 the new shopping centre, and a scéne of commercial
. gctivity ensued as to which it is difficult to withhold -

: . A Word of Praise-

* Itom these evicted but enterprising outcasts. 'On the

* forbiddet side ot Delarey Street the evacuated shanties
_ present a picturs of desolation which the segregation
Across the road you heat

blocks of new shops are

are ‘a tangible proof of the Asiatics’ conviction that they
mre jost as necessary to Vrededorp as Vrededorp is to
thein. Perhaps one feels that they are a silent plea for
toleration. Of course, the conclusion of the story should
‘be that white Vrededorp and black lozation lived happily
ever after—segregated, but satisfied. Alas, it is not so.
It thight-also be supposed that old and respected in-

- habitants of Vrededorp, of the purest Caucasian origin,

opened.all-white emporitms, and, seated at the.receipt

"~ of eustoms, enjoyed the exclusive patronage ot their

gratetul compatriots, The veracious historian cannot
8o record it. There is a subtle and saving something
about the Asiatic; and so it has fallen out quite other-
wise. The Asiatic storekeeper would appear to have
become S i .

. Necessary to a White Community

poor but honest, and which depends on somewhat casual
* eatnings. Hehas a mysterious affinity for the class
of trade. Competition he defies, and, strange to say,
' he stadies the consumer’s interests. . But perhaps that
* is the reason. The whites open shops, but shortly close
them, lest worse befall. Vrededorpers require credit.
. Itis a condition of their custom. The Dutch store-

© keeper, who would give credit, can't, lor lack of capital.

And since white Vrededorp does not engage

The Jewish storekeeper who could, won't, because he
canoot bring himsell to trust his customars. Curiously
encugh, the Asiatic gives eredit, apparently freely, and
he gets bis money in.  His prices are always moderats.
S0 it is that his habit of cheapness and the Dutchman’s
habit of honesty fit togethet exactly, and they trade to
mutual advadtage, . . . The genuine Vrededorpe:
is largely engaged on the mines and on the railway,
and, all things considered, his employment is fairly
regular, It is during the occasional intervals ol en-
torced idleness that the coolie storekceper still smiles
and stands by him, and for which, when work is resumed,
bis customers show their gratitude by paying or at least -
reducing their srrearf

It is amusing to note that many a good housewife
wlll walk the extra distance segregation imposes in
order to shop with her coolie of ald acquaintance, pas-
sing en route it may be the new white shop, which fails.
to distract het {rom her course. And further thet peo-
ple at the far end of Vrededorp, say in First and Second
streats, are said to be feeling the inconvenience of segre-
gation, and to be moving nearer the location for greater
convenience of shopping. Accompanying all this, one
hears the prepérty-owners of Vrededorp complain.
They can't let the abandoned shopy, and the value of
property is trending surely down. One case occurred
last year in which £3,000 was offered for & block of
shops, To-day the owner might whistle for a thousand.
‘That may or may bot be en extreme case. Perhaps a
more significant illustration is the fact that since the

- eviction several Asidtics have crept baek, and are trad-

ing in the classic region once more. The law provides
the nsual loophole for the Ingenious. It is clearly a
3uestion~provoking aftair. Is the whiteness ol Vrede-

orp to be sullied still, and is the Asiatic undesirable
or-indispensable? Who shall say?

What the Experiment has Proved

Mr. Li W. Ritch writes to the Zeader ns follows :—

#The significant facts to which you draw attention in
yout leading ecticle will, T trust, furnish profitable
material lor reflection to a certnin type of doctrinaive
politician. The airy generalisations ol the advocates
of segregation whom I have in mind have obtained a
certain publicity and perhaps also acceptance, chieflly
becouse such pronouncements appeal to the selfish
and not infrequently sordid instincts of those to whom

they are addressed. Nothing is easier than to tafk or

write glibly about paintiog South Africa white,

. and perhaps few of ne Europeans would refrain from

applauding the sentiment that the plums of commetce
and employment should be preserved lor ourgelves from
encroachment by non-whites, To desire & thing is,
however, not always to accomplish it, and some of us
le#rn to ba thankful that it is son

# The experience derived from the Vrededorp experi-
ment will not, Itrust, be lost. When in London in
1907, I did my utmost to induce the Secretary of State
for the Colonies to advise His Majesty to disaliow the
Vrededorp Stands Ordinaace, and will admit that I
was deeply chagrined at my failure. Without wishing
to be spiteful, I may perhaps be forgiven if 1 suggest
that some lew &t teast of the owners of Vrededorp
property are now a little sorry that I did not succeed.

 What has this experiment proved ? It has proved
three things at least. The first is that there ina con-
sumer’s answer to this question of trading by Asiatice,
and natorally I teel gratified to flad you, Sir, advanc.
ing this view which for years past 1 have vainly been
urging. The Asiatic shopkeeper or hawker is almost
jnvariably the poor man's purvegor. There are no
Asiatic Stuttafords or Ansteys or Thrupps. The Indian
or Chinese caters for the bumble spenders of tickeys and
even pence, and, as you have shown, thia class deals
with him because he is useful and opecessary to them.
In the outcry dgainst the Asiatic trader, this point of
view is, 1 am airaid, ail too frequently lost sight of.
_ ' The second thing proved by the Vrededorp expeni-
ment is the somewhat swle truth thet Partingtonian

.
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. methods are u Ixilure, and also that theories shouid be
fitted to facts and not facts to theories. 1i I wished
40 be pasty to deleating the law, I could -

Fill Vrededorp with Asiatics

and keep it full without the law being able eflectnally
to touch either landlords or occupants, and thiv; I
think, the Mubicipality alrcady knows. As it is, the
Asiatic store-keepers have simply removed a few hund-
red yards ang their customers travel the extra distance
to buy from them. Short of & law to prevent Asiatics

from trading, the latter ofill continue to do business -

because consumers want to buy from them. The
central fxct is that we are not a homogeneous com-
munity, but a compound of which the elements are
white, black snd coloured, Buropean, South African
and Asiatic. The soooer. a polity is framed which
will recognise this fact, the sooner will South Airican
statesmen have abandoned profitiess theorising tur some-
thing practical and constructive. That policy must
include a place in the South African economy-for each
of tho component elements and aflord freedom for
cach to develop the best that is irr it, so that the whole
may advantage thereby., For good or ill, the native,
the coloured and the Asiatic are with us and we
with them.
facty and has produced certain concrete results
which cannot now be unmade. It istoo Ilate, at this
stege, to talk of segregation, eten if segregation wers
desirable, The third thing. proved by the Vrededorp
experiment is the hollowness of the taunt, so often
flung at the Asiatic trader by his rivals, that he spends
Do money in the counirs  at parasitelike, exploits it
and sends his gaios to 1. .a or China, Those ¢ blocks
of new shops finer than anything ever erected in Vrede-
dorp’ are the firet-fruits of the smyll measure of oppor-
tunity afforded the Asiatic openly to invest his capital
in the country, They merely indicate .what he would
do in the way of investing his capital, did the laws of
this Province nat prevent his owning fixed property
outaids of locations, Indeed, so ‘far is it from being
trus that the Asiatic sends all his, earnings out of
South Africa, that to my certain knowledge many
thousands of pounds are invested by Asiatics in Trans--

" vaal fixed property either as mortgagees or in equitable
interests. ,

“ You conclude your excellent article with the inter-
rogation ‘Is the Asiatic undesirable or indispensable?’
The true anawer is probably 10 be found neither in the
one extreme not in the other. You yourself, Sir, have
clearly demonstrated that he is at least useful, and that
much being conceded to him, justice demands that we
should afiord him every opportunity for the increase
and even the expansion of his usefulness. Ghettos
are not conducive to healthy growth.” The ghetto
system is bad~~bad for the ghetto dweller and bad, too,
for the country that foolishly clings to it." :

~}

“ Nations are like men in their ambitions aid their

jealousies. Theyare ruthless in their desires, determ.
ined in their aspirations, and difficalt to restrain from
duing wrong and ipjustice when they become inspired
with the belief that a certain line of policy may be of
advantage to them or the action of their neighbours apt
to injure them. Modern civilisation is, after all, but a
crude gloss oo a raw surface of elemental uman nature.
When straio #nd stress are greatest, sb in such tales of
the sca as the loss of the Zsame and the heroic in-
cident of the Narramg's return to port, the best quali-
ties of mankind come to the front, bot when the goal
is pot death in a remorscless and pitiless sca, but per-
baps wealth aod prosperity in a fight against the wit
and judgemnt of our fellowen, our savage, and not’
ovecivilized and Christian, instincts, gain the ascendant.
We sucoumb and scramble in the gutter tor world-
ly treasure, which, when the the fimal hout of summons
arives, avails nothing, and naked of our earthly gains we
have \o render & due account of the talents ‘and the
opporttunities provided for us."—~Nata/ Mercwry,

The association is an accomplished |
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“DOES 1T-MEAN PASSIVE RESISTANCE? y
Wz are in possession of information of the utmost im-

portance to the Indian community throughout . South -

Alrice. We may ,neat week, give the whole history of

passive resistaoce which we had hoped would oot be
pecessary. We understand that the Governmens are
not keeping their promise regarding those British In-
disns who, in terms of the settlement, should be given

" rights ot residence in the Transvaal or the Union as”’

the case roay be: It would appear that they decling

" the matter, which’ bids fair to bring about a revival of

t

to accept all the mames submitted- by the Passive -

still proceeding and we hope that they will end satie-
factorily, There are also other points which, directly

" Resistance Committee, Delicate communicstions are -

or indirectly, bear upon and arise out of the settlementy

any ooe of which may produce a conflagration -in- the .

‘commupity. We wam the Government to be varefuls

Ws hope that they will. But if they do nof, we know .

that the seasoned soldiers in passive resistance will give .

a good account of themselves at the call of duty:_

- a”” THE INDENTURE SYSTEM

Ir any further testimony were needed to bring home .
to the mind the evils of the indeature system, Miss
Dudley’s lettet; which we teptoduca from Jfadia else-

where in this issue, would supply it. This lady's ex- -
perience of fifteen years’ missichary work in ¥ifi leads
het to say that the system is past mending, and éntveat

her reader$ not to be satisfied with any telorms bat-to
tontinue to ase their influence dgainst the system aintil

| it is abolished, We are gratefut to Mis§ Dudley fof .

her outspoken letter.” Such independent testimony is .

“worth much, Other Europeanr ftiends, we ar& Sure, .

could add thefr testimony against the system -and %o
bting nearer the end which is almost ia sight. . We are’
confident that the Hon. Mr, Gokhale meatis to see this :

thing through, The National Conpress, only the othér

- day, again brought torward a resolution dealing with

this matter, Mr. Gokhale beitg the mover. 8o lofg as-
wotnen and children can be dragged away Into a state
of slavery under the gtise of indentured labodr, with
resuits too horrible to mention, so long must we con-
tinue to advotate thé total abolition of this most
ihiquitous, cruel, and immoral system,” ©~ v 7

- %7 INDIAN EDUCATION = . -7 -
In thé Nalal Provinctal Gazette we tead the Jollow-".
ing among the rules framed for the guidance of teachers -
in the Government Schools :— Tt

No Native, Indian or coloured chiidren are

Eietted to schools other than those specially ptovided for -

- K . . . e

No pupils under standard IL may bé ;deEA to an £

. Indian School under European teachers. e L

.7~ _-Mo sabject nol incleded in the Standard Syflabas for ©-

Primary Schools may be taught during ondinary school *

hours in an Indian School in charge of Evwropesn feachers, -

. ° No pupil who has passed Standard IV. will be allowed °

" taremain at an Elementary Indian School. .

Hitherto there have been no Gazetted rules specifically

debarring Indian children from entering schools other .

than those specialiy established for them. ' But the .
rules before us have altered all that. - The Provincial

Administration bave thrown down the challenge, * They
have made it a matter of law. The rules, moreover,

hampet Indian education in many other respects. Their -

s L
-

to be ad.

- eflect is to prevent the teaching of vernaculars in the

Government Schools- and to prevent our children from .
receiving other than elementary education in Govem-
‘ment Schools. The duty of Indian parents is obvious..
.They ought to make adequate provision for the edu-
cation, aloog national lines; of their awn children,
There should be established our own schools affording -
e , A -
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our children opportunities to learn their own vernaculars
and, through them, their own history. . It is a serious
reflection on us that our children are being brought up
without & propet foundation to build character upon,

. - ¥ ENGLAND'S BIGGEST CUSTOMER _

" A LETTER has been addressed to the English press By

Messrs. R. Knight & Sons, of the Calcutta Sfatesman.

- In this letter they point out that India is now Epgland’s

ot satisfies the Superintendent that

‘offensive sectiong t=—— . = ' -

largest customer. Io 1911 India’s purchases irom Eng-
land amounted to £ 52,246,000 as against £ 39,284,000
from Germany, the great rival of Epgland, These
gentlemen further point out that the percentage taken
by India of British produce and manufacture is 144
whereas the percentage teken by Australia is 8 aund
Canada and South Airica 6 each. These figures carry
a moral which should be driven home to every well-
wisher of the Empire. The Colonies we have named
have been the worst offenders in regard to their treat-
ment of British Indians, And their trade with Great
Britain is extremely small compared with India’s. When
Iodia recognises her own power, it will be difficult for
British statesmen to justify their policy of nom possumus
when dealing with the disabilities of British Indiansin
the self-governing Colonies. They will, for instance,
not look forward to another crisis which we see dis-

tinctly coming in South Africa, unless the Minister of
. the Interior removes the many points of soreness among

‘the Indians here. The Immigration policy is Hecoming
" simply intolerable.

. East London Indians

‘Indians of East London have always sufiered more

- than those of any other town in the Province of the
. Cape of Good Hope. i
~ of Bad Hope. Now the Municipality intends to pass
following |

For them it has been the Cape

certain- bye-laws in which we. observe the

R

All patives and Asiatics above the age of 16 years,

“including such as are exempted by Act xrof 1895 or
.any other Act, residiog within the Locations, shall
. personally report ‘themselves for registration to the
. Superintendent, once.in every three months, that is to

say between the 1st and rs5th days of January, April,
July and October in each year. '

No registered occupier of a site within the Munici-
pal Locations ghall permit any unregistered native or

. Asiatic to reside on his premises, and shall Bdotity the
Superintendent of any change in the occupants of his

premises; and shall also state whether he intends to

- take in lodgers or not. :

" The registered occupier ot & site within tha’ Muni-
cipal Locations shall at each registration supply the
Superintendent with the names, sex and age of all
natives and Asiatics under the age of 16 years, residing
on his premises.

No native—including any native specially exempted

by law—or Asiatic shall be permitted to reside within
any Location unless he is following some lawtul calling
be has some law{ul

means of subsistence.” ) i
~ Any native or Asiatic- who is twice.convicted within

" twelve months, of any crime or. misdemeancur, or of- a

breach of any Municipal Regulation, may be -ejected
from the  Location; provided, however, that the sdid

" patt” q-f...? Asiatic may alter the lapse of twelve months

from the date of such ejectment, subject to' being able
to prove his subsequent good character, be allowed
again to reside in the Locatfon. :

‘N¢ natives or Asiatics, save such as are specially

- exempted by the provisions of Act 11 of 1895, or any

other Act conferring similar privileges upon natives,
shall reside within the limits hereinafter set forth, ex-
¢ept in conformance with thes¢ Regulations and no
natives or Asiatics, save such as are specially exempted

" as aforesaid, shall, between the hours of 8 p.m. and
"% am, be ia the sireéts, public places, or thorough- -

fares within such limits without a pass or certificate
signed by their employer or the Inspector of the Police
or the Superintendent of Locations, which said pass or-
certificate shall bear the date of issue thereof, and shall
be available only for the period commencing at 8 p.m.
on such date. '

The East London Indians have lodged a protest
against these regulations. We trust that they will succeed
in having the bye-laws vetoed.

»
~ An Interesting Letter

Mrs. Isabella Fyvie Mayo, the well-known writer, in
a private letter to a . triend says:—" For some time
there have been two relatives staying here—missionaries
trom China, and I own 1 was a little “ shy” of meeting
them, for * missionaries” in the modern sense are sel-
dom much of my ways of thioking. But I was most
agreeably disappointed. These two—husband and
wife—love their people, without any Anglo-Saxon sense °
of superiority s they declare that they know they are
learning rather than teaching, and they quite grasp that
the ideal of a missionary shouid be to carm Ais living
among the people, They say that they look to China to

. Play a great part in the future of Humanity, and that
Chipa is closely watching India to avoid the mistakes
which put India into the power of an alien race, and
that India is also closely observing China and taking
note of all that goes on there. These missionaries’
furiough is now coming to an end, aud they are grow-
ing happier and happier in the thought ol return to
their ‘Iriends’ and their ‘place.’ The husband has said
that, it there be truth in re-incarnation, ke hopes he

- will appear next time as a Chinaman.

“We have had a flying-man and his machine in
Aberdeen this week, and there has been much interest
and excitement. He went up 2.000 [eet—then 4,000
feet—and steered with the greatest precision, but to-
day was nearly deleated by a gale that hae bacn blowing,
I should feel more interest in aviation, if I could cocapu
from a haunting conviction that it means mainly (at
least for many years) only a new horror added to the

. horrors of war.. An old friend of mine used to say that

what was wrong with our times was that mechanical im-

provements had been so hugely out of proportion to
mental and morzal advancement, that, instead of enlarg-
ing human freedom, they had increased human slavery,

by making man the weary serf of a machine.”
. * » - *

“I can quite enter into your leeling of the sympathy
and gratitude of fended \rees and plants. Besides their
own indlvidual lile, we do oot know what other lives
may be ¢ possessing them’ or at least ‘using them.' 1
would go almost further than you—to a point which
even you may think rather crary—and declare that 1
feel something of a response when I mend an old gar-
ment, or re-habilitate an old piece of furniture. I ..
think I told you of a strange, seer-fsd¢ man I once met
at a {riend’s house, who called our attention to the un-
doubted fact that every thing is, at bottom, the ¢reation
of Love, that wages are earned thereby, threugh love lor
parent, wile or child, or, at the very last reckoning,,
through that righteous self-/ove which is determined not,
to be & burden on the resources of olhers—yut still, al-,
ways Love. 1 am very fond of mending (I actually’
like it better than making ) I mean of clothes, etc. I,
always feel that'if anything has beeri worth the trouble_
" of making, it should get as long a life as possible. All;
this feeling standsirather aghast before factory-madg;
' articles, never intended to last. | - "

“ Do you remémber, that Johu Ruskin said that the.
s"pending of money is the greatest responsibility ot life,,
hecause_it has the most subtle, unconsscous, far-reach-
. ipg power? 1 think, if people realised this, they’wout
' call a halt in the making of great fortunes. Caroegie,
Rocke‘eller, etc., do not possess their fortunes, they azg;
possessed by them, and lie helpless under their weighty

1 really do not see how they can rid themselves ol vast
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imps of money, without doing even more harm than
ney did io accumulating them. 1 have never had
. much money, but-1 fully realise that I was never more
helpless and useless than wnen I had most, and that
when I ¢sought to do goo 1, evil was very present with

me.! I have learned that human energy and influence -

are the only vitalising or re-vitalising agencies for the
world, and as these increase, mooey will be less and
less sought after or needed. L know well encugh that
earnest and sincere books and periodicals do not se//,.
and one and another are heard regretting that those
who desire to promulgate them do not have ‘ enough
capital.’ But just anslvse that. It meaas thst people
are pot willing to buy them because they are not ready
fo receive them, and that others are not willing to give
therr own fime (leisure) and enthusizsm to belp them

to b¢ ready. *Capital’ cannot be anythiog more thao
human vital energy transformed into a d:ad furm, and
likely to corrupt whatever it touches. :

traders, apd the Goveraments passed restrictive legisla-
tion. In the Free State, at any rate, th}s was done ex-
pressly to satisfy the trading commnnity. As feeling
rose after the Raid this was adroitly seized upon by the .
Conservative Government in Eangland, until in 1389
Lord Lansdowne declared that the one' thing which
filled his bosom with wrath and convinced him that the
Transvaal must be conquered was its treatment of the
British Indians, Wheu the republic were annexed the
gcene changed. Then it was found that the chief
persecutors of the Indians‘were not the Boers but the
most clamorous of the self-styled loyalists, and’ the
British Government, of which Lord ‘Lansdowne was a
leading member, became responsible for the system.
which had filled him with rage when contemplated from’
a comfortable distance. Sir Starr Jameson's Govern-
ment at the Cape passed drastic anti-Indian legislation
despite the Liberal protests of the South African party, -
leaders, and finally Lord Selborne drafted an -energetic

despatch definitely ranging himself on the side of the
white traders. . - . . _° : S, :
- When normal circumstances re-established themsetves
in South Africa and the Governments of Lord Milner, -
Lord Selborne, and Sir Starr Jameson disappeared, the
old laws were continued, but various efforts were madé -
to appease feeling in India, which had pow, not un-
naturally, become exasperated. Om the other hand,
colour prejudice had increased, partly because of the
great increase in the native population. and partly -
because of the striking achievements of the Japanese in
the war. againist Russia. For a long time we were -
treated to long scenes of opera bouffe, quite in the Style,,
of the old Transvaal Government, General - Smuts” -
“clapping Indians in gaol with a tremendous demonstra-
tion of force for the crime of not submitting to regula-".
tions whicn they considered degrading,~ and then -
discussing with the prisoners- the propriety .ot revising
the regulations and debating the point with them as man
with man, as Liberal with Liberal; and as citizen of the -’
| world with his fellow-citizens,: Stili no final settlement: -
was reached, though it was part of the playto haveeverlast- . «
.ing peace periodically proclaimed. - Deep feeling was
stirred in India by the continued refusal of Gsvernments
under a British flag to recognise the title of Brtish .
Indizns to treatment as men and citizens: The Liberal -
Government kept a steady pressure on the South African
authorities, and a bilt was agreed upou; whichi, however, -
was talked out last session, the Free State members °
objecting to allowing Indians into their province and. -
. others denouncing the measure as. illiberal, Now -
+ General Smuts has left the office in charge of the ques-
tion, and his place has been taken by Mr. Fischer,
_ formerly Prime Minister of the Free State (then the - -
Orange River Colony), and at this moment Mr. Gokhale- -, -
isin South Atrica. ... - .., -l T
Mr. Gokhale was welcomed to the ‘tountry by -the
Mayor of Capetown and by Mr.. Schreiner and other
1 liberal-minded men, and has been cordially received -
by the Government, but he has spoken in no doubtiul -
d r tones, and it is not his fault it the Indian point of. view
Alrica 130,000 _are . in Natal. Almost all | is misunderstond It is, be tells us, no exaggeration- -
of .these have been Vivught-into the country as { to say that British rule in' India is. being jeopardised
 inderiaieu labourers, or aré their families or devendiots: T by e roubierie Soath Afinn,  Todinsg do—uet a0 -
These men were introduced for the sake of white tea | object to restriction on immigration, but they 3\'
and sugar planters, and when they came brilliant pros- | object to the treatment of their countrylznen as parial -
pects were sketched [or them illustrative of the good | under the British flag. If the white people 'Weri; abhe
‘ fortune reserved for citizens of the British Empire. In | to feel that no more Indians would be allowed to enteie
Natal coloured men have ao vote in practice, though | the country and this point - were_conceded, he ‘hopes
they may have by law, but otherwise the Iudians there | that the Indians inthe country would be granted ptiéﬂ !
~ have been well treated, and they now out-number the - liberty they desired and be allowed to five under e lfive '
:2;}“’ and in some cases have amassed considersble | laws. It was unreasonable to subject the Ind;‘aﬂ\en. \
b th. In the Transvaal aud the Free State befare the | South Africa to trade restrictions and merely on occon:’ ?l
gad 5{& was no very great teeling on the subject, but | of jealousy to deny them liberty in this respect, apat
- y Tndians began to find their way into the towns |- England could aot govem India on the theo pichai‘t]:ts ‘
““wli over South Alrica, and especially in Rechuanaland, | Empire belonged to the whites and that Indi:y s shoulzd
- where they now hold almost a monopoly of the petty | be hewers of wood and drawers of water: Rty N
trading, and when this tendency had declared itselt at { . This is-Mr. Gokhale’s position. It is, it must 717.
. Joh: .nnesburg and [Fretoria and Bloemfontein & great | admitted, eitremely' tolerant. It. l;ecols'ises the r ct,'i
. outcry Brose, principally among - English-speaking h iunnatq:ql uneasiness of the small Whiwgnpop._,v,.,-,,;;}:

/" “A Point of Honour”

The Chairman of the British Indian Association has

received the following reply, dated the 14th stant,

“from the Secretary for the Interior, regarding visits to
prisoners by Passive Resieters :— ) .

“] have the honour to acknowledge the receipt ot
your lctter of the 4th instant in which .you ask that the
.Government may be pleased to advise the Governor-
General to issue ageneral free pardon to members of
the Asiatic community who look patt in the Passive Re-

. sistance Movement of the Tradsvaal, and to inform you
* that the Right Honourable the Miniy&le Interior

has the matter under consideration.”,

E

' ' ~ 7 .
 English Press Opinion

The Capetown correspondent of the -Manckester
Guardian, writing on November 4th last, says :—

Of all South African questions yet remaining to be
solved perhaps the most disturbing is the question of
the Indians, In its immediate effects it is, of course,
amall compared with the native question, but in its
consequences and ramification it spreads far, and in its .
history it contains much that is bitter to reflect on, so
that altogether it (rets and galls as the Irish question in.-

. the Unpited Kimgdom. President Steyn once said to the
- presant writer that he had no fears of the native ques-
tion, which would settle itself, but had grave fears of the
Indian question, which was difficult and chafed the
spirit of many oations. The solution of this question
would be an unsurpassed boon to this country and many
others, and as it can only be solved by the-exercise of
much mutual (orbearance based on the understanding of
several positions apparently fronting each other, it may
be well to remember several things too easily forgotten,
_To begin with, we have a record which we would
gladly be without. Of the 150,000, Indians in South
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South Africa, canfronted as it is by multitudes of natives,
in the face of the forerunners ol another race far more
pumerous than either and incomparably more capabie
than the natives, It offers a settlement, and asks South
Africa only not to be afraid of 150,000 Indians, It
is indeed a generous offer and Mr. Gokbale can and
does make it io the name of the Indian people. If
will be g sorry day if South Africa is mad enough to
reject it and to force on 2 situation in which it may be
compelled to pay 8 much larger price fora much smaller
advantage.

News in Brief

The Secretary for the.Interior has written to Mr.
Cachalia in reply to his representation regarding the
refusal to issue visiting passes to Transvaal residents,
to the effect that the maiter is receiving attention.

The Durban Red Crescent Society this week remitted
a further contribution of £1,000—~being the {fourth

_instalment to the Ottoman Red Crescent Socisty at

Constantinople, making, in ali, up to date, a total of
£41°°0‘ ) L]

Mr. John X, Merriman, adyising the coloured people
of Seuth Alrica, says :—* It is by doing, and aot by
desponding, that any race elevates itsell. Lador im-
jmgus labor is a much surer foundation than politics

upon which to build future fortunes.”
»~

D ——_——

’m. Gandhi has removed to Pheeaix, together with his

.-

school which he was conducting at Tolstoy Farm.
Phopix willbe his headquarters for the time being. It
is Mr. Gandhi’s intention, il passive resistance is not
revived and if the expected Immigration Bill is passed
during the forthcoming gession of the Union Parliament,
to go to India about the middle of this year.

Mr. A. Bhayat the well.known merchant of Maritz-
burg, had the renewal of his licence refused on the
qround that Mr. Bhayat had contravened Municipal
Regulations, Mr. Bhayat appealed to the Town Council
which has sustained the appeal and made an order tor
the grantiog of his licence. The question, however, is,
why was the licence of such a well known Indian refused
at all? ‘ :

Miss West, who had been working at Tolstoy ¥arm

and assisting Mr. Gandhi in his school work, on her -

return to Pheenix] with bMr. Gandhi, was seen off at
Johannesburg station by a number of Indain ladies.
She was preseanted with a handsome bouquet and a
Gladstone bag and travelling rug, Mrs. Moodley made
the presentation, Miss West thanked the ladies for
the presentation, . -

In view of the fact that their applications for regis-
tration under Act 36 of 1ge8 are stll uader consider-
ation by the Registrar of Asiztics, the cases under the
Trapsvaal Jmmigrants Restriction Act against Messrs.
Bhawani Dayal and Devi Dayal and their wives have
been remanded fof a further. nerind ¢~v4 Jdays,” no~
“idence being taken. : .

1A branch of the Shri Hindt Jigyasa Sabha National
byciety has been formed at Mayville, which will work
¥ conjunctign with the Sabha of Sydenham and con-
Tem fo the same fules and regulations as laid down by
'ﬂ; senior body. The gpbjects are to promote fricnd-
"op apd union, tq jmprove in general knowledge by
nading, to cultivate the art of speaking, to encourage

e grawth of the natiopal geript ( Devanagri), to spread
4 Hindi language, to create a lave of the Motherland
"] tq render assistance, if possible, to members and
tihers, either by advice or pecuniary mears. Those
" hp rgqgire further information‘ nay write to the Secre-
viy, ¢/o Indjpn Paost Office, Grey Street, Durban, or
sy he Chiet Secretary, Private Bag, Sydenham,

l: '_ -
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A free Indian fatmer named Muthu, was sentence
by the Mazistrate of the Inanda Division of Natal,
six weeks' hard labour for, it was alleged, sewting fire
to the grass on a farm. Mr. Justice Broome, befare
whom, 1n the Durban Circuit Court, the matter was
brought in appeal, suid the evidence for the defence
was more conststent than that for the prosecution, He
could not noderstand the evidence of the withesses for
the Crown as to where they were when the fire stasted.
There were various discrepancies, and the general im-
pression he had was that the case gave room for doubt,
and that the Magistrate should have hesitated to con-
vict. The prosecution had failed tu show that the prisoner
was the man who wilfully burned the grass. There was
reasonallie doubts and therefore the appeal would be
upheld, the judgment set asule, and the appellant’s
conviction quashed,

Upon instructions from the Attorney-Geueral, a pre-
paratory examination is to be held, io the case ol the
Boksburg Location Superintendent, on a charge voder
sec. 32, of Ordinance 53 of 1903, belore the Loksburg
Magistrate, It is alleged by certain Boksburg Indians
that the Superinteondent received bribes in connection
with various matters arising out of the duties of his office.
The complaints were lorwarded to the Boksburg Muni-
cipality by the British Indian Association, and taken
up by the Public Prosecutor. The penalties under the
section if the charge be proved, are permanent dismis-
sal from Municipal service, the rccovery by the Muni-
cipality of the amounts received, and n fine of {59,
and in default of payment thereof, to imprisonnent
with or without hard labour for a period not exceed-
ing three months. The preparatory examination is
to be held at an early date

Replying in a printed gnswer to a question in the
House ol Commons by Captain Peel, Mr, Harcourt
{Colonial Secratary) said :(—* The circumstances which
prevented His Majesty from assenting to the Bill passed
by the Legislature of {\Intal in 1gog for amending and
consolidating the laws relating to municipal corpora-
tions were that the Bill contained provisions imposing
disqualification on racial grounds which appeared to
the Secratary of State to press unfairly upon natives of
India who were domiciled in Natal. His Maojesty's
Government explained their views to the Natal Guvern-
ment, and it was hoped in 1908 that n settlement had
been arrived at, but at the last stage of the Parliamen-
tary session in Natal in that year it was not possible lor
the Government to undertake the passing of the necus-
sary legislation and the matter dropped.  The Bill was
reserved by the Governor on the agivice of the Minister
of Justice and in accordance with the Royal instuctions,
These instructions were guneral in character, The
provisions to which exception was taken have not been
re-enacted."—Soulh Afriea (joth November, 1ora))

The Hon. Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar, High Court
Vakil, Madras, is reported to have recently said in a
public lecture i—There was 3n excellent reason why
young men 1n thys country [India] should not fong o
"become lawyers. [t was that a, lawyer did not add to
the resources of the country.  What this country requir-
ed at present was not that sort of people who were
merely engaged in work which merely involved the
transter of wealth from one person to ancother. . .
At this moment vakils were the worst hated men in the
country, the officials hated them, the non-ofticial Euro-
peans hated them, and their own community did no
look upon them with friendliness, In those circust
stances, seeing that their patriotic duty lay in Jving
their assistance to developing the resources of h¢
country, seeing that the profession in which they wish:
ed to enter way looked upon with distavour by the great
majority of pople in thia country, they would see-the
desirablity of roconsidering their decision of making
Law their profession,




