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" The Law Breakers. ‘

Trisnarrated that Bismarck oncesaid of
-thelate Lord Salisbury thathe wasalath
- painted tolooklike iron, Thathasbeen
the story of General Smuts throughout
this long controversy. He has been re-
presented as the strong man, the one
infallible member of Generil Botha's
_ Cabinet. With a big fanfare of trum-
pets, he brought before the House of
Assembly last August his now famous
" Validation Bill, and owing to his mis-
use of a private letter from Mr. Gandhi,
the feeling arose in the House that the
Indians bad issued anu tiniatum, and
the Bill was promptly passed. Butone
little thing was wanting to complete
success.. It was the cil_that made the

machinety work easily—the consent

and co-operation of the Indians them-
selves. They refused to acc=pt the new
Act, generally benevolent though it

- was, -because the old Asiatic Act sull
remained a-blot upon the Statute Book

- and the status of educated Asiatics was
unsettled,. o " D
They told General Smuts that they
were going to parlyse the adarinis-
tration of the new Act justas they had

_ done with the uld Act, until he.con-
ceded their demands, and decordingly
a number of Indians returning {roin

. Indiaclaimed the cption of registering,
if they so wished, un fer the old Act.
Their. claim was rejected by the Courg,
“both at Barberton.ani at Volksrusg,
and they were consigned to gaol with
hard labour. Somé of them appealed,
" Mhe Supreme Court has issued a
judgment that must. have amazed
General Smuts almost as much as ithas
satisfied the successful appellants. For

. ‘the Chiet Justice has-made it perfectly
- “clear that it was not the Indians that
were the law-breakers, but the Govern-

_ ment themselves, and that the Govera-

- side of the paper only.. When articies or |

ment had been acting arbitl;é:ily and
unlawfully ever since the new Act came

| into operation on the'z st September.

The detention at Durban, even though
the boathad remained, was utterly il-
legal, as was the refusal to issue transit
permits, at loureneo Marques, to
‘Transvaalreturning Indians{rom India.
_ -But worse than that, the Transvaal
Government Znew they were breaking
the law, for the Attorouey-General, in his
report on the new Act, published inthe
recent Blue-Book, made it plain that it
was optional for the returning Indians
fo avail themselves of the provisions of
dither the old or the new Act, whereas
the Government- have all aloi g pre-

%ended that it was compulsory tor re-

turning Indiansto apply for registration
under the new Act. .The Magistrate’s
Court’s proceedings at Volksrust and
at Barberton have been a maockery all
through, and the Government, by hold-

ing them up to public ridicule, have

gone perilously. fiear committing con-

| tempt of Court. .

.- And whataboutall thoseunfortunate
men and. children who rerain incarce-
“rated for baving committed an offence
which the Government are now forced
by the Supreme Court to acknowledge

is no offence at all, Aretheyto remain’

in gacl ? That would be a remarkable
display of passive resis ance to the
elementary demands of justice! Mean-
while the Transvaal Indians have made
good their promise. They have para-
lysed the administration of the new Act,
just as General Smuts admitted, last
February, they had paralysed that of the
old Act. What is the Colonial Secre-
tary going to do now ?- Raise another
brazzn image with clay feet for the wor-
sh.p of the Transvaal Indians? Or do
the right thing honestly and promptly ?
If he decide upon the latter, he will
have gone as near to performing an act
of statesmanship as he bas ever yet
done. Will he have the courage to do
a great deed ? We wonder | R

Indian Education in Natal

WE hive already devoted sonve space
to this questiva of Indian-education in
Natal, but it is perhaps as well to
summarise.the pos:tion as it is to-day,
taking a bird's-eye view ol Its past
history, Prior to 1899, the public

schuols of the Culony were open to

all; without any distinction - whatever,
1n that year, however, Sir Henry Bule,
who was then Artarney-General and
- Minister of Education, with a view to
carrying cut the colour policy of the
G vernment of that time; stopyed
Ind-an children attending the punlic
schuuls attended by European c:h:l-
dren, and createda higher-grade Indian
schoul in 1urban for those Indian

children, betunging to

the better class, |
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whose parents were able and williog to
pay the required school-fees, and con-
form to European habits and customs,
Whilst the Indian community did not
willingly consent to this, in order not
to embarrass the Government by in-
sisting upon Indian children attending
schools where Europezn children were
taught, they acquiesced in the position
and patronised the ~Higher-Grade
Indian School, which wasin every way
equaltothe ordinary schools as regards
fees, staff, curriculum, and discipling,
and-the school progressed rapidly with
the support given by the Indian com-

munity. The girls ot the community .
were not affected by the new scheme, -

but continued to go to the ordinary
schools as usual. In August of 1905,
however, the new Superintendent of
Education, Mr. Mudie, who seems to
have been somewhat more consistent
in his colour prejudice, ordered the
dismissal of all Indian infants and
children from the schools attended by
European children, and established a
schoal for them in the Higher-Grade,
Indian School, teaching ' them se-

| parately from the senior boys. About

this time, too, an attempt was made by
Mr. Mudie to take the building in-
tended .for the Higher-Grade Indian

School and use it exclusively for .
Indian and coloured children under .

the name of Coloured School. The
Indian community, however, naturaily
opposed this, and the scheme fell
through. Towards the end of rgos,

the girls and infants who had been dis-

missed from the other schools and sent
1o the Higher-Grade Indian School
were also dismissed from this school.
The community made a. further pro-
test and these pupils were re-admitted
on the znd February, 1906, and were

taught, as before, separately from tbe’

senior boys, by a competent lady
teacher. - All went well until August
of that year, and the total strength of
the school, in these favourable con-
ditions, rose to about 250 pupils, some
30 0f whom were girls. At this time,
uniortunately, a new Assistant In-
spector of Schools was agpointed,
namely, Mr. C. T, Loram. Thisgentle-

‘men is, we believe, Colonial-born, and

appears to have been aflected by a
violent anti-Indian prejudice.  He
gave notice of dismissal 10 all the
milants, and insisted upon the senior,
boys and girls being taueht together,
bur the Indian community, with its
traditions of sex separateness, violently
pritested, and the order for dismissal
of the infants was withdrawn, though

Fl

the co-education of boys and girls con-

tinued, notwithstanding repeated pro-
tests on the part of the community.
“['he result of this indiscriminate policy
on the part of the Government has
been that the number of girls now
attending the School has been re-
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duced from 3o to 6 small children.
In August, 1907, 2 new order com-
. menced. The Infants Class and
Standard 1 were abolished. and the
School, instead of commencing from
the Infants’ Class, qlartgd_frou_z Stan-
dard 2. The community again pro-
tested against this in terms ot a
Petition dated the 24th July last, but
the Government refused to entertain
- the Petition. Shortly after this, the
Colenial Secretary moved in Parlia-
" ment that the vote for the Higher-
Grade Indian School be reduced by
4675 and the item of £150 hitherto
allowed for the training of Indfan
teachers be deleted. ‘This was-carried
_.’by 2 unanimous vote, that is to say,
nobody dissented, for; p1:e§umabl_)r,
nobody understood the position: B'»ut,
whilst the vote for Indian education
was cut down by £825, the. Colonial
Secrctary succeeded in obtaining an
increase in the vote for Native Edu-
cation ol £ 1,000, with an addition of

£ 170 for Native Training Institutions. .

""We have nothing whatever ro say
against this, but it indicates the
attitude of the Government towards
‘the Indian population of the Colony.
In view of this reduction in the Indian
Education ‘Vote, the Minister of

- Education issued instructions to the

Headmaster ol the Higher Grade
Indian School to dismiss all children
above the age of 14, as from the 31st
October, an order which, if carried
out, would mean that from 4c to 50
Indian children at this School alone
-would be deprived of educational
facilities, seeing "that there was no
other institution where they might
prosecate their studies. The history
of wbat followed is well known.
Meetings were called by public repre-
sentative bodies of the community,
and resolutions were passed and for-
warded to the Government for con-

sideration. -As usual, however, the

Government ignored them. On the

" zrst Qctober, the Government were
asked- to receive an Indian deputation,

but this request was not assented to.

On the 24th October, a request was

made that the notice of dismissal

should be suspended until further

inquiry could be made. This was also

refused, and it then became necessary,

in view of the approaching dismissal

ot the children, for the community ¢
move in the Supreme Court for -an

interdict upon the Governmeunt re-
straining it from dismissing these
children.  As, however, the Court
objected to ev parie applications, an
order was relused, and the community
then made arrangements for moving
in the ordinary way for an interdict,
giving previous notice to the Govern-
ment. There may or may not have
been a doubt as to the success of these
legal proceedings, but the Government
for reasons best known to itself in-
structed the Headmaster, on the joth
ultimo, to withdraw the notice, and to
request the boys to attend the School
on Monday, the 2nd instant, and bring
with them the school fees as usua),
This, briefly is the history of Indian

higher education in Natal since 1899.
It is a story of petty persecution and
contemptible desire to go behind the
distinct and ‘definite promises - and
agreements with the Indian com-
munity, onthe partof the Government.
Everything possible .that could be
done to ruin the success of the Indian
Higher-Grade School was ™ done.
Apparently, it Was the intention df the
Government o degrade the scheol to
the level of its own Government
Indian schools, the miserable quality
of the instruction wherein is a matter

“of shame to the whole Colony. When

Indians passed resolutions protesting

against the most recent action ol the

Government and asked for -an inter-
view, the Minister of Education de-
clined to grant this, owing, as he said,
to extreme pressure of public business.
When the community requested him
to withdraw the notice ot dismissal ot
the pupils, he said that the restriction
as to the age of the pupils was due to
a direct vote from Parliament and,
therefore, he had no power to inter-
vene in this matter. But, when Canon
Smith and a deputation appointed by
the Diocesan Conference waited upon
the Minister of Education to protest
against the withdrawal of the grant of
A150 for the .training of Indian
teachers, the Minister expressed his
sympathy with the deputation and
pledged himself to see that the item
would be .replaced on next yeat's
estimates. . Why -this difference of
treatment? Canon Smith' and ‘the
members of his deputation cannot be
nearly so vitally interested in the
success of Indian education as the
members of the Indian comimunity
themselvés, but we infer that it is
because these gentlemen are Euro-
peans that they have been so graciously
received and so successful in their
plea. Had they been Indians, pro-

bably the deputation never would have-

been received, or, had it been re-
ceived, no satisfaction would have
been granted. We fear that ihere is
only one thing for the community to
reconcile .tself to. It should learn
from the past history of this question,
and decide to take raatters into its own
hands. So far as possible, it should
make itsell independent of the Govern-
ment schools and “organise its own
academical institutions. This means,
undoubted\y, a considerable amount
of self-sacnifice on the part ‘of the
community, but, it this is not done, we
can see no other outcome of the
present situation than the ‘gradual

wheedling away of all educational

facilities so far as Indian children are
concerned,. A woird w the wise is
enough, We hope that the Natal
Indians are wise enough to listen to
the warning that the Government
itsell has given to them: .
Since ‘writing the above, we learn
that the Headmaster of the Higher-
Grade Indian School has received
fresh instructions and has given notice
to the boys that the age restriction is
to come into force again on the 23rd
1December, and that the boys who

i

-have attained the age of 14 cannot be
readmitte d when the School re-opens,
after the holidays, on the rst February
next. This confirms what we 'hf"e

already said.
WHEN GENerRaL BOTHA . INSINUATED
* that there was a-split in
the community, in that
- many Mahomedanshad
declined to take:part in
the passive resistance movement, he
little knew what a hornet’s nest he was
-disturbing. Il any section of the com-
munity has been bitterly aroused by
the stroggle, it is the Mahomedan, for
the Mahomedan faith was-deliberately
attacked by the very definition  of
¢ Asiatic”- contained in the Asiatic
Act. Last Sunday’s-Mussulman- Meet-
ing in Johannesburg passed a stirring
resolution emphatically denying Gen-
eral Botha’sallegation. That resolution
could hardly have been more con-
vincing than it was, and it will be
cifficult {or the Government in future,
to atteropt to sow dissensions in the
community, It is largely through the
efforts of the Hamidia Islamic Society
-and the cognate religions bodies
throughout the Transvaal that the’
passive resistance movement - has
proved so successful. ‘A feature of
Sunday’s meeting was the receipt of
two' telegrams, one from the Volksrust
Mahomedans, pointing out their near
proximity to some of the most eminent
-Mahomedans in -South Africa, now
incarcerated in the local gaol; and
the other from the Pretoria Anjuman
Islam, which -body includes amongst
its members many who were misguided
enough to accept the Asiatic Act,
a weakness that they have lamented
ever since, It was surely a case of
extremes meeting, and General Both
has had his reply. /. S ‘

Eendragt
Maakt Magt

THE ACCOUNT oF THE LoxDpoN INDIAN
’ Meeting held on the 16th
Indiad - ulto, reproducedinanother
Opinion, column, goes far to disprove
the officially inspired re-
ports that Indian feeling, in regard to
what is transpiring in the Transvaal, is
not nearly so greatly agitated as the
public is led to suppose. To find Sir
Mancherji Bhownaggree presiding over®
a gathering of 3oo Indians gathered
from Oxford, Cambridge, Reading,
Manchester, Cirencester, Leeds, and
other plates, and including some of -
the most distinguished men in India
on a wisit to the metropolis, speaks
volumes, And when we find men of
the calibre of Messrs. Lala Lajpat Rai,
Bepin Chandra Pal, G. S, Kharparde
and Kandariker, and the learned and.
accomplished Dr. A. K. Coomara- -
swamy, speaking to the varioud fe-
solutions, not onc of which was in'the
nature of 4 prayer for relief, but, on the -
contrary, an expression of strong
feelings of indignation, it is difficult to
.come to any other conclusion than
that lndian feeling is very deeply
arcused by the present situation, as-
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was testified to not long since by Mr.

", §J. Beunett, the proprietor of the

Times of Indta.. And il anything

i ﬁ;r{?ler were needed. to add to that
cerfainty, we need only turn to-the

strongly-wordéd telegrams sent to
Lord Ampthill by Sir Pherozeshah

Mehta and Sir Currimbhoy. Ebrabim,
. on behalf, respectively, of the Bombay’

Presidency Association abd the Anju-

‘man i-Islam: Neither Sir Mancheji,

8ir Pherozeshah, nor Sir.Currimbhay,
all representing. different schools of
thought, can be regarded in any other
light than as most moderate ard re-
We cantiot doubt- but

- tura a deaf ear to representaticns of
- this niture coming from such respon-

IT HA§_BELN SAID

.

aéble quarters.

o N

THAT SPEECH
" 'was irvented to disguise

The . thought. There can be
Bine Book, no doubt but that Blue-
~© ~ books were designed to
conceal the truth, and the latest Blue-
book on the Transvaal Asiatic trouble
does notbing to alter that view, Itis

chiefly remarkable for what it doesnot

. éomtain—an accurate stalement of

facts. ‘That is significant, for, though
the .publication. was issued: by the
Imperial Government, the Imperial

“Government has only been. informed

of such facts, or-such statements or
misstatements of facls, as the Trans-

" vaal authorities -chose “to forward.

General Botha's Minutes are, perhaps,

"the most disingenuous public docu-

ments that it has been our lot to perase

. for a long time.  They teem _with

: cxrors of omission and commission,

and in many respects; they appear

* wilfully to distort and misrepresent the

facts, as when Ceneral Botha charges
« Mr. Gandhi and his emissaries” with
having “actually collected a consider-

~ able number of these certificates, often

T\
- V1

"under threats and by violence.” If

General Botha did not koow that
charge was false, it was his business to
know,and it wasevenmore his business,
1t it were true, to prosecute «Mr.
Gandbi and his emissaries.” No less
wanton is the statement that, at -ihe
time of wriling, many Mabomedans
had “declined to join in this (the
passive resistance) movement.” A
subtle attempt was made to suggest

~that there was a religious s?ﬁt in the

coramunity, ' The “many Mahome-
dans included ouly the 500 odd, out
of about 6,000, who had registered
under the old Act, and who were
ostracised by the vast majority of their
religious brethren. It sometimes
happens, however, that a Blue-book
can reveal, as well as conceal, the
trogh, as, for instauce, when Mr. de
rs, the y
epciting upon the Dew Act, shows
that, against those who do rot accept
it, the old Act remains in operation,
and that it was never the intention of
the, Government, - despite fulsome
assurances to the contrary, to allow

ithe old Act to remain a dead-letteron

Attorney-General, in

-the Statute-Book. An unscrupulous
Mm;.?l_ry can never be trusted to let
sleeping’ dogs lie, and the passive
resisters are absolutely justified in
insisting upon the repeal of the old
Act, as a condition of the cessation of
the struggle.

Mr. W.J. WypercH, M.i. A., BEFORE

the war, wasa mem-

Then 2ud Now., ber of the South

 African League, and

then subscribed to the following prin-
ciple :

¥ This league holds it to bean essential
principle of good government that ofl
irthalitants of any State-or Colony uncon.
victed-of erime shall be regarded nx having

_~ an_inherent right to equal political and
- ¢ivil privileges, without regard to race,
Jbirthplace, or religious belief, subject only

\o such conditions of education or gwner.
ship or occupation of properly as may be

imposed hy the ldws of the State or Colony |

in which they may reside.”

Mr. \Wybergh has recently explained
that he a@id not understand the ex-
pression ¢ without regard to race” to
include - pon-whites, . an explanation
that Mr. Hosken has openly scoffed
at, as a.fellow-member of the League,
with -whom - was associated” Cecil
Rhodes, the author of the -policy of
“equal rights for all civilised men
Souih of the Zambezi.”
Indians have never, at any lime, lought
for equal political rights, but they have
fought for equal justice, and yef they
do not find Mr. Wybergh agitating for
this- elementary principle, nor hiave
they heard of any protest from him
even in regard to the prison-diet. That
isthe worst of the policy of segregation.
.1t so often leads us to segregate our
best feelings and truest instincts and
keep them shut up in a reserve, lest
by their estape, they may induce us
to commit acts which would notaccord
with our professions of faith.

Now British

Mass Meeting Speeches’

P !

“We give below the speech delivered
at the Mass Meeting in Johannesburg
on the 4th inst., by the Rev. Chas.
"Phillips. Unfortunately it was left out
of our last issue :-—

Rev C. Phillips:

Mz, Chairman,* Fellow-Members of
our great- Empire, it is to me a very
great pleasure to
present occasion.
for me to attend
no new thing for me to fight at your
side. I have been here in Johannes-
burg from the very beginning of this
struggle, and T'am happy to say to-day
1 bave never wavered in the gieat pur-
ose for which you have been so
strenuously and so earnestly fighting.
1 am not able to give such a speech
as that to which you
from our friend, Mr. Doke.
all my heart, I say to-day “ God bless
our gatbering. i t
fight, and grant us _speedy victory.
' $plendid as is
assembled here to-day, everyone of us

be with you on the
1t is no new thing
your gathering, it is

have listened
But, with

God bless our great

the gathering thatis

{feels that there is something, or lthete

is someone, that we miss-—that splen-.
did leader that you have, one of th
grandest leaders of any movement in -
any part of the world, who is immured
within those walls up yonder, whom we
should all iike to have here, but we
feel that, though he mey not be pres-
ent in body, he is present with us in
spirit, and that, at the present tie,
he is longing and praying for the suc-
cess of this great meeting.  Now, your

great fight has continued for some- '

thing, 1 think, aver two years, a brave
and splendid fight, as splendid a fight ~
as has ever been fought over any grent
question in any part of the world, but
1 think this aiternoon of the terrible
amount of suffering and loss it has in-
volved. It was mentioned, in the

Chairman's speech, that some 8o0 per- -

sons had gone to prison. Why have
they gone to prison P—for conscience’
sake, in the name of that liberty which
we all profess in word and so many-of
us despise in action. The maxim of
every true government is a maxim of
liberly with the least amount of re-
striction to its Asiatic subjects. Now
the question arises whether all the
suffering and loss and stress and toil
of the last two years, all the sulfering
involved in the imprisonment of those
8o men has been necessary.” Most
emphatically we all unite to-day in say-
ing that it wes not necessary. All
fair-minded men in the Tiansvaal must
really agree with-the position which
has always been taken uy by the Asia--
tics. You have rever objected to
restricted immigration, You have only
asked for the preservation of the liber-
ty of those that are here, and you have

asked lor the very smati things em- .

bodied in thetwo requests of which so
mach has been said- to-day. A spirit
such as has animated you in the past,
and which animates you to-day, canbot -
otherwise than issue in victory. The
resolution which I am called upon to
support is that this passive resistance
should be continued until victory is
obtained. Now, on the present oc-

casion, it is not possible to say very’ '
much upon so vast a subject. 1 only °

want to remind you that passive resist-
ance is not & new thing. It has not
been invented in the Transvaal ; it has

-been carried out quite recently, and

for 4 prolonged period, in England ;
but it has been carried out all through

"the centugies, from the time of our

Great Master down through the mid-
dle ages by millions, myrinds of men,
\Vken a country makes its laws that

kY

confiict with our conscience, with our

religion, with our highest hopes
with the carrying out of the noblest
purpases of life, with the development
of that true manhood which every man
has a right to, then is the tinie to pas-
sively resist, and, all the centuries,
there has been this pgreat struggle, a
struggle carned on as vigorously by
General Smuts' ancestors as by you
to-day, and General Smuts and the
members of the Government, who so
strenuously deprecate your attilude,
owe very largely the liberties which
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they epjoy to the passive resistance |-

movement carried on by the Hugue-
‘pots and others in the centuries that
- are past. Now, there are so many
speakers to-day that it is not possible
for anyone to say all he would like to
say, but I just want to say this before
_Iclose. We are moving on, we are
getting stronger and stronger.
" splendid platform that you have here
to-day representing so very much dif-
ferent opinion, religious and political,
is united just upon this one question,
that you shall.obtain the liberty which
is the right of every cilizen of the
British Empire,. and we are going to
fight on. Mr. Doke bas spuken of

_ those that have been added recently
- to our numbers ; they are going pub-
.licly-to continue, because it is only
necessary that the general public, it is
-~ only necessary that our fellow-subjects
in India andin all parts of the British

- Empire, should really understand the
- fairness of the requests which you
make, the simptlicity of your demands
as a settlement: of this question, and
they are bound,to unite with us on- our
side. . Before ever this struggle com-
-menced, T suggested to some of the
leaders of our Government that there
should be a round-table conference,
that-there should be a few of your

- leaders and 2 few of them, ang that 1
felt so confident that your object was
so fair that it would be easily possible

- to come to an agreement that would
accomplish what they want and what
youa want without any of the imprison-

" ment or passive resistance or-anything
of the untold sufiering that has been

- inflicted upon yoir in the past. This
resolution pledges you to continue this
great crusade till we obtain the victory.

I bave to remind you to-day that when
"~ Lord Beaconsfield and Lord Salisbury
thirty years ago came back from Ler-
‘lin after the conference of .the Powers

- they said that they had come back
bringing © peace with honour,” That
-is what we all want, and we are not
. going to stop our agitation until we
.obtain it. There are those, General
‘Smuts among them, who say “ Have

- peace, be quiet, wait and see what the
Government will send you and give
you, only stop your passive resistance.”

We say to-day that we are not going |

to stop it, and we are not going to
have a hollow peace, we are not going
to have,a peace that can be broken
again, ‘'we are not going t6 have a
peace that meang nothing, this sums
up all oyr demands and without it we
will not have peace. Wedo uot want
peace, but peace with honour.

v

LoNDoN SyMpaTHY. At the meet-
ing on .the 6th ulto; of the City of
Londop College Debating Society,
Mr. J. H. Polak, . I., moved a reso-
lution to the effect * that the treatment
of British Indiars by the self-gaverning
Colony of the Transvaal is humiliating
and unwarranted, and calls for tha i,
mediate eflective intervention of hig
Majesty's Government,” The resolu-
tion was adopted, ' :

The T
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Rev. F. B. Meyer's
- Testimony

In alictter to the Darly News, dated
October 17, the Rev. F. B. Meyer
writes :— ‘

I can hardly .believe the cvidence
of my senses when I read the an-
nouncement that my f(riend, Mr.
Gandhi, has been sentenced to ‘two
nionths’ hard labour and to breaking
stones and doing scavenger work.
But I wish I were in Juhannesburg
that I might help him'! I would
count it an honoue to suffer with this
pure and holy soul, whom I hope to
introduce to nty choicest friends when

he comes to this country. Heis not |

a Christian in one sense of the ward,
but the face of Christ hangs over his

desk, and-wve bave talked together for-

hours of the deepest themes “that can
engage the human heart. He con-
tends only for what he holds to be
the rights of the Indians who have
been settled in Johannesburg, many
of them f{rom before the war. [is

contention is retrospective for those

who have entered the Transvaal and
been its subjects and citizens for
years. . -
"Even if he contravened the law
there was no need to expose him to
degrading labour. = Yet what can
degrade-a pure soul? Cbrist made
the_Cross the honoured - symbol of
Christendom. ‘Truth is stjill on the
scaflold, while prejudice, fear, and
selfish interests are on the throne, but
there is One that keepeth watch.,

Supreme Court Upholds
Indian Claim -

———

Im purﬁmt Appeal

Chief Justice's Commgl s

At Pretoria, on the 13th instant
before the Chief Justice (Sir James
Rose-Inues), the First Puisne Judge
{Sir William Solomon), and Mr., Jus-
tice Wessels judgment was given in
the case of Moosa Ismail and 53
others—an appeal against a decision
of the Acting Assistant Resident
Magistrate” of Barberton, who con-
victed the accused and fined them
cach £50, with the alternative of
three months’ imprisonment witlr hard
labour, for contravention of the Immi-
gration Restriction Act of 1907,

The Magistrate, in giving his rea-
sons for bis judgment, said the facts
proved by the evidence were as fol-
lows :—(1) All the accused had been
deported from the Transvaal Cclony
on the 12th October, 1908, as prohi-
bited immigrants ; {2) the procedure
to be advpted it they wished to resis-
ter under the Act 36 of 1908 had
been explained to them; (3) they had

Te-entered the Transvaal from 'oriu-

gucse lcrr?tmy; (4) they had not
made application for registration from

tation of the Statute.

45T, 1908.

out—sidé'thc Coleny, as required'by,
the Act. - . : T

I found (prbceeded the Magistrg fe)_
dred

‘thatall the accused were not regist

either under Act 2 of 1907 or under
Act 36 of 1908 ; that they had been

‘deported from the Colony; that they

had failed to apply for registration
from a place outside the Colony; that
having re-entered the Colony without .
being registered, or -having applied
for registration, they were prohibited
immigrants within the meaning of the
Act, and that they all entered the
Colony in direct.défiance of the law:
The Supreme¢ Court allowed the
appeal, sentence in the Court below
being. setaside. . -
Mr. Jeppe (instructed by Mr. M.
Lichtenstein) for the appeilants ; Mkr. -
De Waul (instructed by the Law De-
partment) for th respondents. '
- The Judgment i
The Chief Justice, having referred
to the circumstances‘in which the
accused were charged, sdid they pow
appealed against the decision in the :
Court below on the ground that -it
was bad in Iaw and against the weight
of evidence, ‘Act 15 df 1907 made it
an offerce punishable by fine or ‘im- .

prisonfiient, and by depoftation, for .

any prohibited immigrant to enter the
Transvaal. The expression, * proki-
bited immigrant,” was defined by the
sanie Act—a man might be a prohi-
bited immigrant cn various grounds, -

"and ‘the contention: of the Crown in

this particular instance was that the
accused -were - probibited immigrants
because they fell under the provisions
ol Sub-section 4 of Section 2 of Act
15 of 1907. He might as well read

| that stib-section at once : “Any pet-

son who at the date of his entering or
attempting 40 enter this Colony is
subject, or would be-if he entered this
Colony, subject to the provisions of _
any law in lorce at such date which
might render. him liable either at such
date or therealter, if found therein, to
be temoved: from or to be . ordered ta
leave this Colony, whether on cone
viction ‘ol an offence against such law
cr for failure to comply with its provi-
sions, or otherwise in accordance with
its provisions; provided that such
conviction be not the result of the
commission by such person elsewhere
than in this Colony of an offence for .
which he has received a free pardon.” -
‘These sections -of the Act were gen-
erally intended to explain what was’
meant-by the words * prohibited im-
migrants ” to facilitate the interpre-
In regard to
this sub-section the Legislature had
failed, undoubtedly failed, to attain
this result, for «it was a definitjon
which it was difficult to apply tosihe
Stalute to which it related. One--of

the chief difficultics in explaining‘this

provision was to know what persons -
were subject to the provisidns-of the
law at such a date, who might be
liable to be removed from the Colony.
If1he provision was read in its most
liberal sense, it might lead to the most
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extraordinary resulls. . If they used
‘the word “may” in it most literal
sense any European who. had not
resided in the Transvaal befire would
be a prohibited immigrant. To apply
the word in that sense would be to
reduce the-law to an absurdity. He
-did not think thav the: Legislature
intended that.  Nobody could bLe
‘positive as to what meaning was
iitended, but he thought that what
was probable was 1bat 1k¢ Legislature
‘intended to bring any accused perSon
“under the provisions of the law as it
existed at the time of his entry. It
was contended that alt the accusedin
this case were prohibited immigrants,
because they were liable to be removed
from the Colony, but his Lordship
thought-that here the Court should
ifollow the case of Dadagia v. Rex,
reported inthe Supreme Court reports,
- 1906, page 23, and hold that inregard
to the charge the accused should have
_been informed upon what -ground the
Cfown relied in this case, _ . -
Dealing with the indictment, the

Chiel Justice said it was very difficult

to understand on what seclion it was
based:- It was almost 'as difficult to
understapd the charge as set out as it
- was “to -understand the sections on
which it was based. But he did not
" think that any blame attached to any-
‘oné in that, lor he had read through

very carcfully both of the Acts*on the |
statute-book, and he saw that it was.

difficult to say under which sections
-_this charge:should have been -based.
It was clear, however, that the section
o1 the Act referred to only applied to
Asiatics outside-the. Transvaal at the
- date of taking-cflect of thg Act, the
21st of September, 1908, and that this
section of the -Act could have no

application lo the appellanis. unless

- they were so resident at that date,
and the onus of proving that they
were so-resident lay with the. Crown,
The only one of the aecused who gave
evidence said he had lived for 18
years in the Transvaal, and was at
present resident” in  Johannesburg,
where he hal 2 business, and where
he still resided ; that last year he left
onh a visit-to India, and returned on
_the glh of September to his home
" That evidencé was not contradicted,
and the Court must accept it—if it
was true that he was resident in
Johannesburg, he was only temporarily.
on a visit to India. As to the other
53 accused, they did not go into. the
box. It was stated that they -were
_ deported by warrants signed by the
.- Colonial Secretary on the 6th of
October, and thercfure they must have
been in the Transvaal then, One
witness said that prior to _that thuy
were all_ fona fide residents of the
Transvaal—but in .any case it was
‘w;'ractically certain that they must hive

eén resident in the Transvaal earlier
" than the z1st of September. They were
" _therefore resident in the Transvaal on
the date when the Act was in cpera-
tion, and that scction of the Act,

therc fore, on which the Crown based -

its case, had no relation"to the appel-

lants.  Then it was contended ~that
the accused were prohibited immi-
grants because they were liable under
the Act of 1908, which provided for
the removal from the Colony, on and
after & date which had net yet been
fixed by the Governor, of all- Asiatics
who refused to produce their -certifi-
cates of registration, when called
upon by any qualified person to do
so. But although this was a section
relied upon in the wigument for the
_Crowh, it was not the ground stated
in the charge-sheet, buteven if it were
it was quite clear that it would not
bave applied, because the appellants
were resident in the Transvadl at the
time, and the time allowed for appli-
cation-by such persons had not then
expired, and had not éxpired yet—
such persons had got wkil the 3oth
of November in which to apply for

his Lordship tliz appeal must suc-
ceed, and the couvviction and sentence
must be set aside. .-

Their Lordships concurred.-— Trans-
vual Ledader. oo

" The Pr-ess on t'he‘
Judgment - -

The Transpaal Leader of the 14'h
inst. -says ;— -

It might be unpatriotic at this par-
ticular conjuncture, it would certainly
ke uncongenial on our part, were we
to exaggerate the significance of the

bench-yesterday, in the latest Asiatic
case to be taken to the highest legal
tribunal in—the Colony. \What we
imagine thioking men will {eel vpon
reading the Chief Justice’s judgment
against the Asiatic Department of the
Government is that the administration
‘of the Asiatic Acts is in an utler
tangle, and that in altempting to

wise to do what British administrators
do almost everywhere in regard’ to
unrepreseoted races—namely, to con-
sult them or their accredited repre-
sentatives  before adding to the
Statute-book laws which aflect them
closely. From published summaries
of a Bluebook on the question
received by the last mail, 1t appears
that .the leader of the Government
and Opposition took this sersible
course n regard to the Validation
Act ol last scssion, by meeting Mr.
Gandhi and Mr. Lueng Qiion at
| Pretoria on August 18 and hearing
their views. A more striking tribute
to the wisdom of such -a course than
the result of the meeting could hardly
be imagined : for _it appears that
¢ight out of the nine points braushy
forward by the Asiatic leadirs the
Buropean political Jeaders foinnd ne
difficulty in conceding 1 and thoy were
embodjed in a Bill which passed
through Parliament at ance, and s
_admitted by the Asiatics to be per-
fretly workable and proper, as far as

| it goes. ‘'he ninth point is the point
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judgmert given by a unanimous

unravel it the Government would be:
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whether educated Indians, to' the -
number of not over sixin one year,
should be admitted into the Colony. -
The Blue-book shows that the Asiatic
leaders made it perfectly clear at the
meeting that this was a vilal point;
and it was further pressed by Mr.
Hosken when the pew Bill was |

.

.brought into the House of Assembly.

We cannot quite gather from the’
summaries of the Blue-Book wheth.r
Mr. Gandhi is represented as mnot

‘having urged at the meeting the

question of the repsul of the old Act,
the 1go7 Asiatic Act.  That™ Mr.
Gandhi did urge this is beyond quest-
tion. Hehas, of conrse, never ceased
tourge it.  As we read the despatches,
ihe Ministers would have conceded
this- could they have reached agrec.
weot on all other points, especially on
that of the adinission ol the six
educated men. (It shoubd be stated
in justice to the Asiatics that, while
they at first asked that the education
test should be applied in a gencral
way, when one of their European
comsuliees suggested fur the sake of
definiteness a number nst over six,
they readily accepted this number.)
The educated-men difficulty arose in
this way. ‘The Asiatics contended
that under the Immigration Act their
men, il they passed the education
test, could come in equally with
Europeans. The Goverumentdiffered. .
The Asiatics tuggested a test case in
thz Supreme Court. - The Govern- _
ment did not accept, IHence the
Asiatics’ bringing it forward when they
were told to table their final demands,
Hence also the impression in some
quarters that it is a new point brought
torward by them: As the above state-
ment of the facts shows, it is-no new
point, As far as the repeal of the ~
old Act is concerned, althouzh the. .
Colonial Secretary has described it as
unworkable, it has always scemed to
us that il fur some reasun of his own
he had wished to retan it on the
Statule-book, "he could have done so
without wmuch -real difficully had it
been allowed to remain, as he indi-
cated it would remain, a dead letter,

But unhapplly, in their zeal, subor

dinates of his whom he has loyally
upheld, and who, as yesterday’s
judgment proves alresh, have acted’
tliroughout this business with a con-
sistert absence of ability, applied the
old Act right and left, with the result
that a naturally” suspicious people
grew (o feel that, as Jong as it was in
existence, it made ordinary life im-
possible to. them. . _
As far as we 6f the LEuropeanrace’
are concerned, the practical point for ..
us to gasp is that we bave now got
the Asintirs’ claims in g Anal,.easily.
understanduble form.  They are, that
the Government will propose fur re-
peal the Act which the Colonial
Secrctary has described as unworkable
and the administration of which yes-
terday's judgment, as we understand
it, renders impossible @ and that not
over six cducated  Indians may be
admutted in any one year, - To these
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things the Asfatic Jeaders are-publicly
committed, over and over again ; and
it would be imposible for them to
advance upon them and retain the
support of Europeans here and in
Britain who, curiously enough, as
far as most other questions are
concerned have borne and gladly bear
testimony to the conspicucus excel-
-Jence of the work of the Botha
Administration. It is hardly neces-
* sary to say that from & practical point
of view the second claim is immeasur-
ably the more pressing and important,
and far less easily capable of adjust-
ment than the other. Qur evening
contemporary gravely questions whe-
ther the Indian and Imperial Govern-
ments would accept this expedient of
limiting the number to six. It appears
to have overlocked the point that if
.these Governments have accepled the
more, in the shape of the existing law,
they are scarcely likely to reject the

- less, in the shape of a relaxation of

that law. We notice that- the Eail of

". Crewe, the British Colonial Secretary,

- of its own suggestion.

speaking in (he House. of Lords on
October 21, rematked that- “ so far as
the admission of a few people of a
special kind was concerned, he
thought some satisfactory arrangement
icould be reached whereby a sufficient
mumber of those belonging to the
prolessional classes might be admitted
to supply the wastage,
be specially admitted by the Governor
\in Council” ‘These words, coming
“from so good a (riend of our Govern-
ment's, ‘will, it.is hoped, lead the
Government to try afresh to bring the
present agitation to an end, and leave
the police time to do something be-
sides arresting Indians. And Lord
Crewe's words also lead the Indians to
consider most carefully any sugges-
tion whose adoption would lead to
their six men being admitted " practi-
cally, il not nominally, with the same
rights” uas- other ‘members of their
communily, _ :

" The Rand Laity Afail made what
seered to us the hopeful suggestion
- that the difficulty might be bridged
by the Government's granting permits
whose renewal again and again would
be guaranteed by the Government.
- Unfortunately, our contemporary
dropped its suggestion as soon as it
bad made it. In telegraphing to
General Smuts a day or two later it
apparently said nothing in support
At all events
the published correspondence con-

““tains no hint of it. And the Immigra-

tion Act specially forbids any prohib.
dted immigrant from obtaining “a
licence to carry on any trade or call-
ing.” I, therefore, the tix men were
“specially-guaranteed but were still
technically-prohibited immigrants,
they could do nothing to raise their
~people in thescale. The Rend Darty
Marl says that the Indians have
demanded an education test. This 15
cuntrue.  What they did was to
agree to accept an education test,
which isa very different thing, “ For
all practical purposes,” our contem-

-’ «

These would |

porary says, “there would be no differ-
ence between the two systems.” If
this is so, it is a little difficult to
understand-wky we should add to the
complexities of the situation by mak-
irg these six men a special class,  Qur
contemporary thinks that to limit the
number to six would be to consent to
a sham.  But our contemporary is rot
so innocent as 1o be unaware that ai-
most the whole immigration procedure
is a shani,  What could be a greater
sham, for instance, than to {reat the
first-class immigrant passenger in one
way, third class passenger in another ?
Yet this is done every day. Again,
how is it more objectionzble for us to
-adopt this method than it is for
‘Canada to adopt it towards Japan ?
The most deplorable feature of the

present situation is that there is“really
no deep issue belween-the two sides.
The Indians wish the old Act to be
repealed. The Government describes
it as unworkable, ard in practice it
is found impossible to administer it.
The Indians ask-for six men to be al-.
lowed in yearly. The Colonial Secre-

-to apply, and prcmises sympathetic
consideration, but: apparently -he
wishcs them to come in as of grace

.} and not of right and to be prepared

to yield up their permits and leave at
any moment. '~ That is to-say, Prince
RanjitsinLji, - the pathetic ring “in
whose reference 1o “the Transvaal
situation i his speech at Cambridge
must have impressed every Briton who
read it, might be allowed to come in
here, but, being an Indian, would have
to be prepared to leave under ad-
ministrative order at any moment..
We could understind the attitude of
the Government it the Asialics had
shown any inclination to make them-
selves objectionable when concessions
were made to them. - But the public
will recall that when, - last February,
they were under the jmpression that
they had secured the repeal of the old
Act, and when the priscn doors were
opened to all the passive resisters, the
Asiatics did not hold one public meet-
ing or in any way whatever indulge
in public self-congratulation. - They
simply went_ about their ordinary
affairs.  In these circumstarices we
confess we cannot see why the Colony
still insists upon a form of words
which means nothing real to it, while
adding to the difficulties of the
Imperial Government in India and
arousing in Britain feeling which niay
easily be developed into hostility to-
wards our attitude and poicy upon-
Closer Union. - ' '

: “ Sunday Times”

On the 7s5th instant, the Swnday.
ZLimes (Juhannesburg) remarked as
follows ;—

No doubt the Supreme Court judg-
ment, published yesterday, giving a
legal victery to the Asiatic agitators
over certain clauses in the recent Acts,
will greatly rejoice the hearts of the
handful of Europears in this Colony
who seem to gain intense satislaction

tary aclually ipvites these, and more, -

fixed by the law in which 1o make

from the specfacle of the law of the
land being successfully defied. The
first moral of the judgment seems tg
this paper to be that the Government -
should cabie to England and engage

a first-class Parliamentary draftsman, -

It is plain that Transvaal cfficialdom
does f®t include a Henry Jenkyns.
Indeed the old joke in Civil Service
circles at Pretoria that there is an
Act in existence called the Lionel
Curtis Errors and Amendments Act
seems lo be founded upon a certain

substratum of truth, The first Asiatic .

Act, which the present Government
tock over unaltered; is popularly
associated ‘with Mr. Lionel Curtis’s
name,” Probably he had litlle to do
with the later Ordinances, but evi-
dently the Govérnment draltsman is
quite as hopeless when it comes to
geting a plain straightforward law

inscribed on the Statute Book. ‘The -

Asiatics have often declared that the
legislation of the last few years is as
{ull of holes as a sieve, and that if
they could bring themselves to dccept
it they could prave that it was about
as uscful for securing convictions.as a
sicve is for holding milk. No doubt
there is some exaggeration in the
boast. The Ordinances are not as bad-
as -that. But it is plain {rom the

‘remarks of the Chief Justice that they

are extremely difficult to construe, and
are’open to all kinds of interpretations
neverintended 4o be placed uponthem.,
Therelo'e we say that the sooner the

Transvaal imports - someone who can.

dralt laws which will not get the bottom

koocked out of them by a Court of

Appeal, the better it will-be for the
peace of mind of the public. -Ior all

the people know other laws may, on

being tested, show equal evidence cf

incompetence in” the. Law Depart-

ment. ) -

- The practical effect of the Supreme.
Court judgment on the appeal in the
Barberton cases, ‘is not very easy to
see. As we read it, however, it means
that the -plan of compelling Asiatics -
to apply for registration certificates
from some place in South Africa out-
side the Transvaal, lias been. knocked
on the head. That is, if an Asiatic,
who claims to be a resident of thg
Transvaal, but has not registereg
under the new Acts, arrives at thé
border, he cannot Fe sent back 14
make out a registration application oz
be told that he cannot come in unless
he has a certificate. Itis open to him
to come into the Colony and fight the-
matter out from inside. He may, to”
suit his own convenience, send in an
application from Durban, in order to
avoid a fruitless journey in case af
refusal. Butunder the Supreme Court

‘judgment he is .not compelled to do

so. IF his ‘papers are in order<-as
they scem to have been in the cag?
of the Indians who entered at Komati-.
poort and were convicted at Barber-!
ton—he cannot be arrested at the;
border. He has the right to <:omef
in, and then, after he is in, the autho-;

S : . . +
rities must give lim the eight' days,

’

LI
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- application for registration, and if he’

refuses must proceed. against him in’

the old way. In fact the judgment
appears to take us back again to: the
conditions of last January.” The Asia-
tics will simply passively resist the
first law.  As far as residentqewho are
at present out of the Transvaal are
concerned, the new Act is unworkable,
We get back to the original passive
resistance movement. It is a curious
- and. complicated situation, and it is
‘up to Mr. Smauts to try and find away
- out.‘of it. But.as we have already
said, it proves ooe thing very plainly,
_and that is that the Law Department
cannot draft Bills for toffee,

The Preforia News of the 14th
.inst contains the following :—
- How now? We have four lawyers
upon’ the Cabinet, and twenty-four:
" in our. Parliament, but-it-seems that
when it comes to abstract questions
of law, as law, Mr. Gandhi and his
friends can beat the whole posse with
amazing ease. Yesterday one Moosa
- Ismail and filty-three others appealed
against a judgment of the Assistant
“ Resident Magistrate at Barberton,
under -which they were fined "£s50

with the alternative of three months'|

. imprisonment with hard labour. We
_need not go into the technicalities of
-the matter, but it is interesting to
_learn from the Chief Justice that.‘n
an endeavour to -inferpret its own
Jaws our' Legislature. ¢ failed and
failed undoubtedly.” Further on the
Chief Justice asserted in regard to a

* certain portion of our Asiatic legis-
_ lation that ¢ nobody could be positive.
as to what meaning -was intended.”
Under the circumstances, and taking

- into consideration the obscureness of
the law, the full Bench set aside 'the
Magistrate’s judgment: Surely- alter
this reverse it is time for Geéneral
Smuts to reconsider his position ; we

- have not altered our opinion that in
bringing into the issue the stalus of
educated Indians, Mr, Gandhi raised

2 fresh point, and we still think that
before raising that point, he should
have carried out the terms. of the

- compromise agreed upon. At the
. same time, there is no doubt whatever
that General Smuts, as part of that
compromise, agreed to repeal the
original Asiatic Registration Act. So
long as that Act was allowed to lie
dormant, we were not prepared to advise
the Asiatics to insist upon its actual
repeal in terms of the Colonial Secre-
tary’s promise, but General Smuts,
after promising to allow it to remain.
dormant, has permitted it to be revived
and thereby brings the whole oi'the
tarms of the corpromise into review.
Shufling of this sort is not' very
c%ilhble to a Minister of the Crown,
an¥ when it comes to “ slimness, ”
the British Indian, as we have seen,
-is more than a match for General
Seuts, and as for poor Mr, De Villiers,
he is as little capable of dealing with
the ctjsis Whith hag urisen out of the
r. Aapieme Court Judgment 8d e wad
, ~nf dealing with ihe prastigal

among the police which he provuked
by his stupidity. The sooner, there-
fore, General Smuts returns to Pre-
toria, and descends from empyrean
dreams of Closer Union to the prac-
tical and very much more important
State questions of the moment, the
sooper_we are likely to bring an ugly
and an unprofitable business to an
end. .The outstanding matters in
dispute are-of so trivial a nature that
it is difficuit to understand any one
with a pretence to statesmanship
permitting them to prevent an ami-
cable settlement. ‘e do not want
the Indian trouble in South Alrica to
“take the ugly turn which it has taken
in India, nor do we want to give-the
cowardly assassins amongst the Indian
rebels reason .or excuse {or their
behaviour by persecuting British Ia-
dians in this Colony. General Smuts,
up to the present, has gained so ittle
in reputation and had so little profit
out of his enéounters with the Asiatics
that we should have thought he would
have been only too glad to puichase
peace even at the cost of another
small concession, which is all th

Asiatics are asking. -

The Hamidia Islamic
' Society

- Prompt Protest Agalast General
Botha's Allcgations ’

- In.General Botha’s minute to the
Governor of the Transvaal, dated the
sth September, the statement is made
that “many Mahomedans have, so
far, declined to join in this. (the pas-
sive resistance) movement.” In conse-
quence of this statement, a meeting
of Transvaal Mahomedans was con-
vened, under the auspices of the
- Hamidia Islamic Socicty,. at its
Hall at Vrededorp, on Sunday last,
Mr. Omerji Sale, the Acting Chair-
man of the Society presiding over the
meeting. 'elegrams of sympathy and
support were received from the Ma-
homedans residing in Heidelberg,
Volksrust, Dietersburg, Krugersdorp,
Pretoria (including one fram the
Anjuman Islam), Rustenburg, Middel-
burg, Barberton, Klerksdorp and
Standerton. Delegates were present
from Boksburg, Krugersdorp (30)
Germiston, Benoni, Newlands, Roode-
poort and Vereeniging. . The tele-
aram received from Volksrust reads
as follows: © All Mahomedans join
you protest against allegation Gepe:ral\
Botha about Mahomedans not joining
struggle national honour. Ve con-;
sider  Mahomedans specially cong
cerned . because old  Act insult

Turkish Mahomedans, and Mahomed
an interests larger in South Afric

We remind General Botha that Volks-
rust Gaol bolds some of best Ma-
homedans South Africa,” That from
the Pretofia Aojuman lalam Wasi

mutiny | meeling,

| v tieartily aympathise with phject af
ang indignamily repudiate

_attegtation is

allegations.” The following resolution
was moved by Mr. Ebrahim Saloojee
Coovadia, of Johannesburg :—

_Resolution
This meeting, representing Ma-
homedans throughout the Transvaal,
protests emphatically against the
aflegation contained in  General
Botha's minute of the sth September,

published in the recently-issucd Blue.

Book, to the effect that many Ma-
homedans had declined to join in
the passive resistance movement,
peinting out that the Chairman of
the British Indian Association of the

Transvaal is a Mahomedan, as are.

most of the members of the Commit.
tee of the Association and all the
local sub-Copunittee ; that, amongst
those imprisoned to-day, are the most
eminent Mahomedans io South Africa,

including the President and Joint -

Secretary of the Natal Indian Con-
gress and the Chairman of the Hami-
dia Islamic Society; that all the
Mass Mectings held under the aus-
pices of the British Indian Association
have taken place within the precincts

of the Hamidia Mosque; and that -

the only Mahomedans not joining in
the movement are those few who
registered under the Asiatic Act con-
trary to the wishes of their brethren;
whilst some even of these have handed
over their Asiatic' Act certificates td
the British Indian Association, and)
many have Jately contributed to the,
Association’s funds. This Meetingi

-

further re-affirms the decision of alif .

Mahomedans to prosecute the struggle

uati! the religiously offensive Asiatic
Act is ‘repealed, and the status of
educated Indians is satisfactorily
settled.

It was seconded by Mr. Ebrahim
Aswat (Vereeniging), and supported

by Messts. Bhaijez (Johannesburg) .

and Moosa Ismail Daya (Boksburg).
The resolution was .carried upani-
mously, and has been sent to the
Colornial Secretary and to the Gov-
ernor for transmission to the Imperial
and Indian Authorities. The alle-
gation has excited the most intense
indignation, and the Transvaal Ma.
homedans repudiate it most emphati-
cally. -After the resolution had been
carried, Messts. Polak, Cachalia,

Dildarkhan, Moulvi Hajee Ahmed -

Mukhtar, and Hajee Habib addressed
the mecting. A medal was presented
to the Moulvi Saheb on the occasion
of his approaching departure [rom the
Transvaal.

A DavcErous PracTice, Poor .

Loaf” writes to the Natal Mercury
pointing out that in some districts
documents to be signed by Indians
before & justice of the peace are not’
interpreted. He alleges that the In-
dian is, in broken English or kitchen
kaffir, asked if ‘the contents are true,
and points out that such a mode of
Jikely ta lead ta andlesa
trotible end Heigation
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The Caxton Hall Meeting

_ Indignation Agalnst the Transvaal

Strong Resolutions

The [ovllowing special report ap-
. pears in [ndrz ol the 23rd uhto.—
An enthusiasticindignation meeting
in connexion with the present Indian.
situation in South Africa was held on
“Yridey alternoon last (O._tober 16},
at Caxton Hall, there being a large.
attendance ol Indian pentlemen and
“a lew ladies.  The greatest unanimity
and enthusiasm prevailed, and the
speeches were frequently interrupted”
.. by loud cheers. )
The chair was taken by Sir Max-
“ CHERJEE - Briow~acorer, K.C.LE,
who said that il there was ever a gath.
ering to which the appellation “an
nli-India gathering " could be applicd
~ that meetmg was one, for it represent-
~ _ed an all India movement. - There was
no question- which had agitated all
India for the Jast ten years at least to
such an extent as had this question of
the treatment of their fellow-country-
-men in the British Colopies, (Ap-
planse.) 1t was a matter which had

aroused the keenest interest, not ouly -

in India, but throughout the British
Enipire and the civilised world. He
would not recapitulate the dismal his-
tory of the questivn.; sufiice it to say
that there was no chapter in the history
_"of any civilised nation which would
read to future generations as such an
. ignoble story as the treatmient of the
Indians in th: Transvaal.
war promises were made by responsible
Ministers in England that as soon as
the war was. over the necessary relicf
~ would be granted to the Indians resi-
dent n the coluny.  But those prom-
ises had remained unflultilled, and
their case ‘had cven become werse,
for whereas the Boers, by natural tem-
perament, perhaps, had tried ta illtreat
" the Indians, they had not carried it
cut in any systematic way, but under
the British administration, to their
intense disgust. and surprise, it was
lound that the old Boer regulations
._were o be stercotyped and system-
atised.” (* Shame.”} He did not be-
lieve it was due to any commercial
. reasouns, but simply because it happen-
- ed that the bencficent Indian sun had
tanned their skins a little more than
those who had gore 1o Seuth Alriea
from the shores of Europe. When
the identification ordinance was intro-
duced, Mr. Gandhi—(applause)—
came to Lngland and obtained Lord
Elgin’s refusal to sanct'on the ordin-
ance.
the right of self government was given
to the Transvaal, whose first act «|
legislation was the Registration Act,
which was .lincst identically the sime
as that refusid by Lord Llgin,  The-
whole attitude of the present Boer
administration was to show that what-
ever the intentions of the Imperial

\

Alter the,

But a lew weeks alierwards-

Government mizght be, they cared for
nathing except to show their venom
against British Indian subjects of the
Ititish Crown. This little snobbish
Beer community was bent upon inflict-

" | ing indignities upon 3oo millions cf

the peoples of India ; these step-child-
ren of the Empire were turning the
hearts and minds of 300 millions of
British subjects rom that loyalty and
obedience which they were réady to
give to the British Crown if treated
with fairmess and justice.  (Hear,
hear:) Unnecessary -humiliation and
indiguity bad been inflicted by this
little snobbish Boer communpity upon
390,000,c00 of the people of India
‘who Bad known more centuries of
civilisation than they had years. Every
kind of indignity had been heaped up-
on them, apd Mr. Gandhi, a man who
would be an orndinent to any nation,
had becen flung into prison and made
to break stones for the repair of toads.
It was a record which future genera
-tions of Eoglishmen would” read with
shame. (Cheers.) The Uritish Govern-
ment had given to the Transvaal the
rights of self government without mak-
ing even the ieast ¢ffort to saleguard
the rights and fair treatment ol the
British Indian subjects.
told-that because the Transvaal was a
sell-gaverning “colony the Tmperial
Government were helpless, but that
was a mere travesty of logic, and it
was a vagary which would do discredit
even to the worst Chinese mandarin.
(Applause.) The position was becom-
ing werse and worse, and it seem-d
as il the Imperial Government had
lost sight of the duty which (hey owed
to the Empire, and confessed that it
was helplezs and unable to interfere.
Why ? Because the Transvaal was a
selfgoverning colony. | What a sickly
excusé it was. (Cheers.) The question
had passed the stage of argument and
appeal and of petition. {Cheers.) He
had never-presided with a greater sense
of responsibility and with a greater
conviction that in speaking as he did
there, on their béhalf, and on behall
of the 300 millions of the people of
India, he was doing an Imperial ser-
vice of the first -order if he could
succeed in impressing on the Imperial
Government that there was a_duty
placed upon them which it it remain-
ed unfulfilled would ripen into a great
danger throughout ~ India.
cheers,) o
Lara Laypat Rax, who was rectived.
with loud applause, moved the follow-
ing resolution: “That this public
meeting of the people of India now
residing in Great Britain strongly pro-
tests against the principle and trend
ol legislation affecting the rights and
literties of their countrymen in the
British colunies generally, and in
South Africa specially, and condemns
tire ireatment accorded to them as
repugnant to the elementary rights of
human beings.”  He said that this
questiob was going to put to a test the
sincerity o Western civilisation.
Lvery year a number of pecple left
the shores of Western countries for

They were:

(Loug

-the East and tivght the heathen’ peo-

ple ihe brotherhood and equality of
man.  (Laughter.) .This question of -
the treatment of Indians in the out-
pests of the Empire was going to
show to the world for all time to come
that all this talk was pure-dnd simple
cant: (Applavse.) The Indian people
of South Africa were claiming no
right and no-favour, but simply aright
they had-won by shedding their blood
in the late war. They wcre perhaps

-wrong lo have sbed their blood—

(hear, hear)—but, right or wrong, they ~
were given to understand that they
were_citizens 0f the Empire, and as’
such it was their duty to fight under
the flag of that Empire, and they. were
now told, afier that victory had bein
won, that all those promises were sim-
ply to be brushed aside. This question
affected every hamlet in India. . There,

‘were Indians inall ranks, in all pro-

fessions and trades, in the DBritish
colonies, from the labourers upwards
to the-barristers, the doctors, and the
civilians, and all those people' had re-

latives in India in every hamlet and -

town and city. -If those who said that
this agitation was being -kept up by a
few IZnglishmen, meant to say that all
those suffering found vo echo in'the
hearts of the people of India, the
whole thing seémed to him- to be
heartless and absurd and groundless;”
and it was tinie that the:British states-
men realised the gravity of thé situa.-
tion, The time had passed when they
could be soothéd by promises. The
treatment the'r .countrymen +ere 1e-
ceiving in a colony of the- British
Empire was en&ugh to makea man
mad, .{Cheers.) Te did not wish to
offend anyone-present, but the Indians
were n great people at a time when
the .West was still uncivilised, and -
wherever they Went they carried with
themtheir code of humanity, and made
no distinction between man and man
—in Aighanistan, in Beluchistan, in’
Barma. It Christianity meant the
brotherhood of man, they were better
Christians than those who prefessed
themselves to be Christians.  (Hear,
hear.) Mr. Candhi, in his_gaol, had
the satisfaction of knowing that he
was making histery. (Cheers.) He
represented in his prison 300 .milions
ol Indians. They could not, perhaps,
do anything further than give  him
theit sympathy at the present -time,
and that might not seem murh, but
when the sympathy was taken to heart
by the people of India it weuld gather,
11 volume and in intensity, and might
I sume way or another awaken those
statesmen of the British Lmpire wha®
were undermining the foundations of
Empire Ly their. present administra-
tion, (Cheers) The Indians were
sud to be citizens of the Empire,Jmt
when they went out into the world fhey
wentlike dogs, unprotécied. (“Shame.”)
What was the remedy? Their-destiny -
mainly lay in their owa hands—(ap-
plavse)—and that had-to be worked
out in India  They did mot want to
encroach upon the rights of anybody,
but let nobody encroach upoiPthéir
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rights-. By the gracé of God, their land

was plentiful, and there was enough |

room, and enough food, and envugh
sunshine—(laughter)—there.  They
did™pot stand in any need of going to
thUse colonies of the Dritish Empire
unless they were called there in the
.interests of those people themselves,
_but when their’ own country was ex-
ploited by others, and when, in their
humilily, they went out_ as labourers
and workers, that was when the pinch
came. .He hadgot tired of asking for
justice. ‘Lo him there secemed to be
no justice in'this world. ([Icar, hear.)
His humble message to_his fellow-
countrymen in South Africa would be
- this: “Go on with the strugulé yow
have so nobly commenced, because
you are in the right, and’ the forces

!

which you are creating, the (orces |

which you are- generating, will, in

cource of time become irresistible.”

{Loud cheers,) - -
~The resolution was seconded by
Mr. J. M. Parikn, who eloquently
pleaded forequality with what he iron-
ically -described as the” ‘*so-called
white men.” 1le urged his fellow

couptrymen in India 1o combine ; the.
Government could not make a prison

out of all India, for if so, where would
" the warders coime [rom? )

The resolution was ‘suppotled by
" Mr. SAKLATWALA, and carried unani-
- mously. -7 -
Mr. Bepixy Cuanpra Par, whose

reception was most cordial, rose to,

_move: “That this meeting, while syni-
pathising with Mr. Gandhi and his
compatriots in the untold sufferings
- undergone by them by reason of ‘the

.outrageous treatment” meled out to
-~'them by the Government of the Trans-
vaal, records - its warm admiration of
the-bold stand they have taken,and
trusts that the struggle for asserting
their position, as members of an an-
cient and civilised race, so well begun,
will-be manfully maintained.” He
said they ought to be very thankiul
that Lord Curzon had cver been Vice-
roy of India, for he it was who broke
up the hypnotism -uider which the
people of India had lain tor so many
years, ‘He did not want to do it—
(laughter)—but the instruments of
God always worked in that paradexical
way. It'had been sdid that the peo:
ple of Indiz had not taken proper 1o
tice of the sufferings of their fellow-
countrymen. in ‘South Africa. Their
salvation mustcome trom themselves.
A right was no right unless it could
be enforced, and simply because the
people of India were too impotent to
enforce their primary rights of human
beings, the Government ot any British
colony was encouraged and permitted
to do those things ol which they read
in the newspapers. The solution ol
e question must therefore come from
Iilk-‘li:.z, and if ever India obtained
autonomy, if ever India became a
- self-ndministered, sell-.governed, sell-
legislative country, then it would not
byg.in:the. power of any colony, or of
afiy Mother Empire, to set theig rights
at paught -in the way 10 which they

were being set at naught at present by

every colony in this DBridsh Empire.
{Cheers.) -Bvery stroke of Mr. Gan-

 dhi's hammer on the stones meant a

stroke on the shackles which bound
their Tountry ; eviry piece ol stone
severed from another piece by that
hammer was a link removed from the
chain which-bound them to the Moth-
er Country. (Cheers.) He could only.

‘'say to their.féllow-countrymen in South

Alrica :—* Well ‘done,. our friends;

 sufler in the cause of right and liberty.
| Go on, brother Gandhi” (Cheers.) |

The cause of
end. oo

?‘Ir. Savarkar seconded the reso-
lution, which wassupported by D, A,
K. Coomaraswany, and carned with
acclamation.

Mr. G. 8. Kuararne then moved
the, following resolution :(— -

SThat this meeting, fully partici-

right would win inthe

“pating in the feelings of indignation
 arousec throughout India by the pro-
| visions of the Natal Trading Bills now

awaiting Iinperial sanction, which spell
tuin to hundreds of old-established
Indians, and the deprival of their only
means of Subsistence to thousands
moré, trusts that the boycott move-
mant already started in India will be
furthet strengthened as a ‘retaliatory
measure.” In the course of a-humor-
ous speech, Mr Khaparde observed
that ' the Indians were often blamed
for their “‘ caste ™ system, but whergas
theirs was a system of religious caste,

in South Africa the caste was political,

and all the disabilities under which
certain castes in India suffered, were
suffered by the Indians in 3South
Africa. If the Indian people wished
to go and make a noise in the world,
or even to-retain their place in the
world, India had got to rely solely
upon herself. She would not do that
merely by standing still, nor by talking
about it, nor by passing resolutions.
Lord Curzon himself had told them
how to do it when be said : * Pat more
resolution into ybur resolutions.”
Well, they had taken that advice, and
the boycott movement was one of the
results. {Cheers.) They said to the
Government of the Transvaal : “Very
well, you are the lord of the country:
here 1s your tuppence ; go home; but
we will not do any business with you.
You can have your pound of fiesh,

‘but no blood with it.” (Laughter and

cheers.) . -

The resolution, eloquently second-
ed by Mr. J. RovEPPEN, Was carried
amid applause, and a vote of thanks
to Sir M. Bhownaggree for presiding
brought the meeting to a cluse.

The Hon, G. K. GOKHALE wrote
as follows :—*“I -regret wery _much
that another engagement, previously
made, out of town, prevents me {rom
attending to-morrow's meeting. I need
hardly say that I ainin entire sympathy
with tlie objects of the mecting. The
heroic stand which our countrymen in
Scuth Africa are making under the
leadership of our dear friend, Mr.
Gandhi—than whom a nobler person-

~

ality T have not come across in my

life—will ever be a proud chapter in
our history. In the end our country-

men may win or they may fail. DBut

a country which can claim thewm as -
her own need not despair of her future.

Trusting that you will have a most

successhul meeting.” '

A Message from General
' ~ Smuts -

About Permits

And a Reply

During the last few days of the .
Asiatic contraversy in the Transvaal
says the KRand Darly Madl of the 11th
inst, a gond deal has been said
reganding the right of the British In-
dians to call in teachers, and doctors
and lawyers to minister to their needs.
The matter was given some prominence
in the Tramspaal Leader the other
day, and the impression seems to
prevail that the Asiatic community
are likely to suffer hardships owing to
the refusal of the Government to
allow them to have professional men -
or religious instructions of their race.’
The Rand Daly” Mai ventured the
opinion a day or two ago. that there
would be no obstacle raised by the
Government to the entrance of the
necessary educated men.

However, it was evidently thought
in some quarters that the Asiatics had
just cause for complaint. Accordingly
we telegraphed to General Smuts at
Durban  yesterday, asking him for
authority to state that the Government
would admit any doctors, teachers, or
lawyers considered necessary to the
needs of the community in the Trans-
vaal.

Last night we received the following -
reply :

«(;overnment haverepeatedly declared
they are prepared to consider appli- ©

. cations for permits under present

law from prolessional Indians. No
~ such applications have, however,

been made recently. If made they

will be considered favourably and .
* granted in proper cases.”
The Indians demand the right to bring
in six educated men a year under an
education test—a test which obviously
would have to be a sham, or the num-
ber could not be limited to six. The
Government gave the assurance that’
any professional men whose services
are necessary to the Asiatic community
will be allowed to come in. Obviously
the issue has been narrowed down to
a point so fine that it does not justify
the passive resistance movement,

To the above Mr. Polak replied as
fotlows :— '

British Indians know perfectly
well that General Smuts will be only
too glad to * consider favourably, and
grant in proper cases, " applications
from professional Indians for tem-
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* porary permits. You do not, however,

appear to appreciate the fact that a

- temporary permit confers no rights.

Any man who enters on a temporary
permit does so as an act of grace and
not as a-matter of right. Such a per-

‘mit may be cancelled at any time,

notwithstanding all promises to the

" contrary, and the holder is always at

the mercy of the issuing authority.
'he holder ol a temporary permit is
in the position of a prohibited immi-
grant against whom the penalties of

. the' law are temporarily suspended,

and he is unable, 1n terms of the Act,
to practise his profession. I do not
matvel that no applications for these
precious documents have beer made

- recently. It is extremely unlikely that
any cultured Indian, with, presumably,

. asense of personal honour and na-

- passive resistance movement,

tional, pride, will beg for favours.
What Mr. Smuts proposes- is a, race
test and not a culture test, and, until

he alters his views on the question,

the passive resistance movement will
be continued.

| The Pl:ess War in the
Transvaal 7

On {he Merits of Passive Reéistance

——

On the gth instant the Rexd Daily
AMail wrote as under :—

* Whether far goad ar evil, a great

- change is gassing over Englishmen,
They have become wncertain of th m-
selves, afraid of their old opinions,
doubtlut of the- true teaching of their
awn consciences. They doubt if they
havo any longer any moral right to rile

- any one, themselves almost included
An old mental disease, the love of appro.
bation, has suddenly arisan nmong them
to the height of a passion. Instead of
being cantent to rule well, to do justice
and to love mercy, they are trying them.
selves by a new standerd, and desire to
rule 5o that the governed may applaud,
ot, as they phrase it with a certain un-
cangeions unctuousness, may °love’
them.'—MzreniTi TownseND. ‘

The ZTranspaal Leader on Saturday
devoted a long article to defending its
policy of bolstering up the Asiatic
But

our contemporary only succeeded in
making it clear that it wholly mis-
understood the attitude of those who
have in the past sympathised with the
Indians in the Transvaal yet now find
themselves unable to co-operate in an
organised campaign of law breaking.
Failure to grasp the real point of the
protest we made against the “ pro-
Asiatics” induces the Leader to feel
“amused ” at our supposed inconsist-
ency, because three months ago we
wrole :— i ' ‘
“We have not always been enam-
oured of the Transvaal Government’s
Asiatic policy—or rather, the way in
which they have enrried out their policy.

- We believe that if they could hegin )l

aver again they would proceed by some.
what different methods.” . :

3¢ lar from being inconsistant, we res
sl the agiarient,  Wa mally by
inyy Whpt i we wanld siars aif eygr
rgainand eapecially it the Indian

-| the law of the land into ridicule and -

demands were what they are to-day,
and not what they were a year ago—
the whole controversy would be con-
ducted upon very different lines.
Unfortunately the facts have to be
faced as they are, not what one would
like them to -be. The important
fact which the people of the Trans-
vaal have fo face is /that defiance of
the law is being openly encouraged.
In many an agitation there comes a
point at whicli many of those who
have been inclined to travel with the
agitators, feel compelled to part com-
pany with them. As far as we are
concerned, in the Asiatic difficulty in
the Transvaal that point has been
reached when the - Asiatics show un-
mistakably that the. effoit to convince
has been replaced by the attempt to
coerce.. 'The passive resistance cam-
paign is not now being carried on
with the idea of convincing the Gov-
ernment and the people of the Trans-
vaal that the present system is wrong.
The object is to {orce from the Gov-
ernment a concessian which the Asia-
tics have not convinced the public
need be made. It is hoped to bring

contempt by showing to tke world
that it cannot be consistently en-
forced. It is hoped, not'to convince
the public, for the public have already
refused to- be convinced, but .to
coerce the Government into giving
‘way. We believe such a campaign
would be resisted in any country.
We say emphatically that in South
Affrica it is 2 campaign of a peculiarly
dangerdus character, and one with
whiich no white man should be asso-
ciated. The Transpaa/ Leader now
makes the astounding -assertion that
there would be no-great harm done if
the passive resistance idea spread to
the native, population. Presumably
it would applaud the Kaffirs if they
refused to-pay their taxes because
they had not the vote, and would,
lead the coloured population of Jo-
hannesburg in a passive resistance
campaign against paying rates unless
they are allowed to ride on the trams,
We cannot echo our contemporary’s
Jdrresponsibilities.” It mag be that we
are unduly pessimistic, but to us it
certainly seems a rash and dangerous
thing to encourage the passive resist-
ance movement amongst the coloured
‘population of South Africa. We are.
sorry to see any paper of any stand-
ing becoming the champion of col-’
oured rebellion against the law, The
Leader's argument that passive resist-
ance would merely have the desirable
effect of compelling the -Government
to consult the native races before
passing- any laws aflecting them, is
childish. . Either the Government
would have to abandon every mea
sure which aroused opposition, or
else run the risk of having to over-
come a moment which' might at any
moment lead to a race'war. The an-
alogy it attempts to find in the condi-
t.-llunn whish proveil o tosis i tglla:
clguy,  The ind?nn Gavornmeny pags

.a grievance, )
justify it by arguing that the law -s

adoration.

many Mmeasuteisihe Alienation of |

Land Acts in the Punjab and Bom- .
bay are examples=—which meet wity
the strongest opposition on, the patt
of the people. But we doubt yery
much whether any responsible joukna) -
in India would express even academic
approval of a passive resistance cawm-
paign, St

‘We shall certainly continue to’ pro-
test against the theory that a passive ~
resistance campaign is a right and
proper proeedute for any faction with -
Mr. Polak attempts to

not a fetish. The proposition will -
not commend itself to people in
South ‘Africa.. The law must be a.
fetish.. There will be a sorry future
before this country if every section of
the community, whether unrepresent-
ed in the Legislature or not, which -
objects to a law, calmly refuses to
obey it. Logically those who en-
courage passive resistance amongst
the Asiatics could not refuse to sop-
port it when undertaken hy natives ot
the coloured people. The Indians -

‘have given ample evidence of the

strength of their feelings in the pre-
sent controversy, The Government
have alrgady ‘made large concessions,
Yet™ apparently -nothing will satis(y -
the Indian leaders but humbling the -
Government of the Transvaal in the
eyes -of hundreds of thousands of
patives. We have often voiced Asia-
tic grievances. -We shall be prepared
to help them again if occasian arises. ~
But we are not going to be a party to
such a process of discrediting the
supremacy of the white race. In a

‘guestion like this, in a country like.

this, expediency cannot he altogether
overlooked. ‘Even if the Indian case
were ten times as strong as it is to-
day, we should still urge the Govern- .
ment not to abandon a position-
which it has-taken up with the con- ~
currence of the great mass af the
white population at the dictation of ~
the leaders”of a passive resistance
movement.- To do sb would be to
establish a precedent which could not
fail to wark an infinity of harm in the
future. -

. A Straight Repi
Replying to t.‘?e abovl:a,_y
wrote : "
1 hoped that, when you dealt with
the subject anew, you would have re-
considered -it, especially from the -
point of view of a Christian who
believes in the Sermon on the Mount,
It is a malter of great régret to me to
find how mistaken I was, for 1 find
that the key-note of your argument is
contained-in the following sentence :—
“In a question like this, in a country
like this, expediency cannot be alto-

My, Polak
N s .

~

gether overlooked,” and when I find

that you declare that the law must g
a feti:.sh, I decline in any way to bow
down'to such an unworthy object of
It is precisely becaust
lﬂ;e lavgglzas ngt been a fetish in ]angi
nd but a dusi tphiddy that
Brinah tulx hn:mm:.hm;gvédn ll;a'gro.::g -

wuccesser, When faw fa qubsisiuted
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“for-justice, the very fabric of the Em-

pire must be mouldering to decay.

.

s ’ t
The * Transvaal Leader”
On the 12:h inst. the Transpaal

Leader returns the attack ith the.

following — .
. The popular notion {hat Asiatics do
not care for justice, or even positively
dislike it, is, of course, entirely without
formcdalioms The appioval of justice is
almost as instinctive as the idea of dji-
ference between right and wiong, and
an. Asiatic submits more Iumbly to a
just.sentence than a Furopean, .
Persamal liberty, religious liberty, equal
justice . perfect security—these things
the. Empire gives (in India]l.—MexE-
DITH TOWNSERD.

A few days ago, referring o the-

vexed Asiatic question, we asked if
“ there were any conriection between a
stggestion for a’ settlement made by
the, Rand Daily Mai# and the- pre-
‘sence ol the Government Chiet Whip
“in the Town. -Our contumporary
rather angrily repudiated - the notion
of . such connection.” Apparenily,
therefore, two such influential minds
as those of our contemporary.and the
Chief Whip, working along independ-
"ent lines, have artived at the same
-concluston. This, provided the con.
clusion is a sound one, is excellent.
Qur contemporary; however, seems to
have been thrown into'shy confusion
by the excellence-of its own sugges-

Lion, and to be in a hurry to abandon.

it. Lest it may have lorgotten what
the suggestion was, we reproduce it.
# 1t would probably "be easy,” -the
passage ran, for the Asiatics to ar-
range for a guarantee from the Gov-
ernment that [thcse] temporary per-

“mits [to teachers, doctors, lawyers.

and “other_ professional men] should
“be renewed again and again, so: that

for all practical purposes the educat-

ed men would be quite as secure in
- their profession in the Colony as they

" would if they came in under an edu-

cation test” This seemed to us a
‘hopeful suggestion, and we asked
whether it represented- the mind of
the Government. Because, if per-
mits were given on the lines urged by
“our contemporary, .they would place
“their holders on the footing ol an
ordinary Asiatic immigrant. Even if
1he permits were revocable in” the
event of conviction for sedition. or
other serious offence,  the -holders

~ would still be in no different position

trom the ordinary citizen, who can,
__ under the existing law, be punished
and deported for such ctimes. .
In its issue of yesterday our con-
" temporary states that it © telegraphed
to General Smuts, . . .- asking
him for authority to state thxt the
" Government would admit any doc-
tors, teachers, or’lawyers consic!er_ed
“necéssary to the needs of the [ Asiatic]
&nmunity in the Transvaal." _-'ll_\g:
question arises, was anything said 1in
the message to” General Smuts, and,

if so, what, a5 to the * guarantee

from the Government” that tempor-
ary permits “should be rapewed
again and again, so that for all prac-
tical purposes, etc., etc.,” ? General

Smut's reply, as published, . reads:
* Government have repeatedly de-

* [ Slared they are prepared to consider

application for permits under present
law from professional Indians. No
such applications have, however, been
made recently. :
considered favourably, and granted

18 no mention of guarantees of renew-
.al “agaio and again, ete.”  Was the
point put to the Government, and, if

50, what was its reply? The Rand

Laily Mai! goes on to say: “'The
Indians demand the right to bring in
5.X-educaled men a year urider an ed-
ucation test—a test which abviously
would have to be a sham, or the num-
ber.could not be limited to six”
T'he last phrase embodies an original
contention. According tgthis reason-
myg, a Civil Service examination is a
sham, because, though all the appli-
€ants may pass, the number of vacan-
cies is less than the number of suc-
cesslul examinees ! And the Immigra-
tion Act in Canada is a sham, be-
cause Japan dgrees to- present under
1t not over a certain.number gf would-
be immigrants.” What is obvicus is
that if the permits cohfer the ordia-
ary rights exercised by Asiatics, there
i5 no point in resorting Lo them, and,
if they do not, then, though we nay

give even six of them per year admis-
sion and limited citizenship, we can-

| not in honesty at the same time say
| to-the public here and in Ivdia and

London that we are offering no real

mits éntrants would be in thé same
position as others. . Qur contempcr-
ary's attempt—its entirely disinterest-
ed attempt—to help the Goverament
"has miscarried rather sadly, | ‘

_Mr. Gandhi’'s Tr-eatmént

“The S/ar of the 7th inst., contained
the following =— . i

Mr. Polak, the Secrctary of the
Lritish Indian Associdtion, infurmed
“a representative of the Sfar that Mr.
Gandhi ‘was returned to Volksrust
Gaol in convict garb.
tion has told on his health, and he
had to carry-a bundle of clothes on
his back from-the Fort to the railway
station, In the main the warder in
whose charge he was told Mr. Gandhi
that he had received no instructions
with regard to meals, and could pot
buy him anything, but that he would
allow Mr: Gandhi to purchase what
he wanted. II it were not for friends
who met bim at the railway stations,
he would “have fared badly.- These
statcments have heén cabled to Eng-

land.. -

- Oo the gth instant, Mr. Pulak wrote
the following to the Star i— i
Your representative is accurate in
making the statement as to the Gov-
[ernment not providing Mr. Gandhi
with focd-on his railway journey ; but

the incident itself occurred not when

If made they will be’

;In proper cases.” . Here, again, there |

say to the Indians that we will not.

‘bar to entrance, and that under per-|

His incarcera-.

{ mouth.

Mr. Gandhi was being returned to
Volksrust from  Johannesburg but
when he came to Johannesburg from
Voulksrust about a {ortnight age, 1do
-not know what happened on this last
occasion. Possibly the necessary pre-
cautions against partial starvation were
taken, '

’

It was alleged the other day that
Mr. Gandhi had not been well treated
n prison. -A reply ta the allegation,
was made during the debate on prison
reform at the Synod on Monday, suys
the Rand Darly Mail..

The Rev. A. H. Trevor-Benson,
Chaplain to Juhannesburg Prison,’

deprecated the wild and untrue state-

ments frequently made in letters to
the Press, so extremely unfair to the
prison authorities. For instance, he

was in a position to emphatically”

deny the statements recently made
that ' Mr, Gandhi was compelled to
canry his bundle to the railway station;
and was left without food lor his rajl-

|

way journey. - The speaker had on

Sunday scen the route order in ths
case, and also the report ot the warder
who was in charge of Mr. Gandhi.
Mr. Gandhi was sent to Braamlontein
Station from the Fort Prison ina
covered spring-cort,-and ot only was
he provided with r 1b of bread
-{which is the regulation allowance
for his ‘mid-day mea?), but" a half-
pound of- meat' was also served out
for him in addition. The chief warder
also gave instructions that My, Gandhi
-should not be handcufied, although
handcuffs are the rule by the regu-
lations. The speaker felt sure that

Mr. Gandhi {who was a gentleman.~

for whom he bad the highest regard
and respect) would be the first to
deptore such lalse and unfair state-

-ments, made against those who have®

difficult duties to perform. -

“In a letter, dated the 1rth inst., to

the Rand Daily” Mail, Mr. Polak.

gives the fullowing facts :—

I would take the liberty of removing
a misapprehension that appears to
have arisen in regard to Mr. Gandhi's

treatment. “The S/a# representative -

interviewed me a few days ago and
I then explained to him the circum-
stances, but he appears to have mixed
up two separate incidents, a fact that
I pointed out in a letter addressed
by me to the S/ar on the gth instant
and published in last night's issue of
that paper. The circumstances are

briefly these :—When Mr. Gandhi

was brought from Volksrust to Johan-
nesburg, absolutely no provision was
made by the authuorities lor his’ being
sapplicd with food for the jowmey.
This | bave from Mr. Gandhi's own
He received food from his
friengs in Volksrust. I know from
ihe lips of the gentleman himself that
a prominent Railway Official at Volks-
rust offered to lend Mr. Gandhi-soffi-
cient morey to enable him to pro-

i

cure necessitivs fot his journey. When -

Mr. Gandhbi arrived in Johannesburg,

he was marched in broad daylight
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_jn convict” dress from Park Station
up to the Fort.  He was carrylng a
bundle.  No provision was made for
his being taken in a covered vehicle.
1 was mysell present on that occasion,

~and accompanied Mr. Gandhi part of
the way. I also offered to relieve
Mr. Gandhi of the bundle, but he
refused to allow me to do so. As 1
wrote to the Sfar, I was unaware of

-what happened on the return
journey, but I do know that -Mzr.

" Gandhi traveiled in a -third-class
compartment, in convict dress, in
close proximity to a humber of na-
tives, and that he carried his bundle
from Volksrust Station to the Gaol,
a distance of about 2 mile. The Rev.
Mr. Trevor Benson._is quite right in

~deploring “false and unfair state- |

" ments,” -but, whilst the circumstances’
as narrated in the brief report in the
S’ar are not quite accurate, the under-
lying facts are certainly so. They are

. partly within my own knowledze and
partly from statements made to me
bg Mr. Gandhi himself. I trust that

this esplanation will make it quite’

clear that, so far as my own state
ments .were concerned, they were
neither false nor unfair. - = -

Bretoria. -Hawkers;_

Sixty go to Gaok- .

At Pretoria on Friday, the 1 3th jnst,,
the local Police Court was filled with

. Asiatics says the Szar, who had assem-|

bled to hear sixty of their compatriots

tried on a charge of trading within the

municipality without being in pos-
session of the necessary licences. Mr.
H. Ros€ Innes, Chiel Magistrate;

_occupied the Bench, Mr. Weaving

_prosecuted, whilst Mr. Lichtenstein
_ appeared on behall of the accused.
The accused were ranged all round the
solicitors™ tables, there” not Dbeing
sufiicient room for them in the dock.
 Mr., Weaving saidthat all the accused
were similarly charged and would be
- taken as though there was only one
indictment framed,
Mr. Lichtenstein said that with a
. ‘view to. a mitigation of the sentence
he had advised his clients to plead
guilty. :
© Mr. Weaving said that there were 6o
- accused and (wo defaulters, against

whom he asked for the issue of a |

summons, o

This was granted.
»  Secrgeant Cowley  stated that on
- November 7 he was on duty on the
- Market Square in the early merning.
He found all the dccused on the
“Square and they were all hawking
végetables, fruit, egas, ete.  He asked
them to produce their licences, and
they were unahle to do so, saying that
they bad no licences.” They required
< the licences to carry on the trade of
Jhiwkers. The accused had not paid

the necessaty £'5 licence fee,

Cross-examined by Mr, Lichtenstein,

witness said that the accused did rot
éxplain why they had no licences. He
was aware that the accused had no
licences because they refused to give
their finger prints, 1f they had given
the latter he believed they would have

‘been granted licences.

Mr. Lichtenstein called upon one of
the accused to make a statement
Asked how it was that he was. not
in possession of a licence, the accused
replied, “Because Law No. z of 1907
is objectionable, and we are asked to
give our finger prints, and we refuse to
doit.” Accused also said that they
had not hitherto been asked to give
their finger prints, and now that they
were asked Lhey were not inclibed to
do su. ' -

Mr.  Lichtenstein -said that the
accused were not ordinary crinrinals,
but were passive resisters, submitting

sanctioned by wany historic examples
in other countries and notably in
England. They had -conscientious
scruples to.giving their finger-prints
in order to_ obtain the licence by

ago. He was sure that the Munici-
pality did not ask for a vindictive sen-
tence, -and he asked the Court to

particular case inasmuch as they were
acting, rightly or wrongly, with con-
scientious scruples and motives. They
should not have a sentence inflicted
upon them of a harsh nature or vin-

to suffer more than was necessary by
their devdtion to a cause which they
believed, rightly or wrongly, to be

a lawful cause. He asked for the
passing of a nominal sentence.

- Mr. Weaving said they should be
treated by the Court as ordinary
oftenders. . - e -

. Mr Lichtenstein pointed out that-in
similar cases of the kind a sentence ol
58, or an alternative of three- days'
imprisonment, had been passed.

His Worship said that Court was
not a theatre where they could venti:
late the question as to whether those
men were in the right or the wrong.
He was there to administer the law
whether the law was good or bad. He
found that the men bad combined to
resist the provisions of the law, and
that could not be held forth in the
circumstances for a mitigation of the
sentence, : T

"Mr. Lichtenstein said he was not
arguing the validity of the law.

His Warship said thatif Mr, Lichten-

have the money to pay the licences
and they were forced to do hawking in
order to get their bread, he would have
said that that would have been s
mitipating circumstance. It would be
very improper for His Worship to dis:
cuss the “policy of the faw and the
merils or demerits of the question
between the men and the Government,
However much he might be in sym-
pathy with the men in their trouble,

he saw no reason why he rhould deai

themselves to a doctrine which was’

virtue of a compromise entered into’
- with._the Government some. months

exercise the utmost leniency in this

dictive, and they should not be made {

stein had said that the men did not |
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differently with them than with other
offenders. . o C
In giving judgment His Worship
said that they had pleaded /guilty, and
their attorney bad stated thathe relied |
upon certain mitigating circumstances
in the case, that was that they gbjected
to the Law No. 2 of zgo7, and they.
had not complied with the provisions
of that Law in giving their finger im-
pressions. That being so, they could
-not have been able to get tbeir licen- .
'ces. He failed to see how that could
be urged as.a mitigating circumstance
in a Court of law. It was a question
of policy which the Court could not .
with propriety discuss or express any’
opinion about. He (ound them guilty,
-and fined them each £, or seven
days’ imprisonment. . .
As soon as the sentence was de- -
livered, Mr. Weaving asked that the -
Court would Jevy a distress warrant
upon the properly of the accused to
recover the value of the fine. He also
asked that they should be bound over
"to appear in seven diys’.time before
the Court, - T
His Worship (Mr. 'H. Rose-Innes)
said that he was prepared to grant the -
order, and Mr, Lichtenstein could, if -
he wished, take further action.. - ..
Mr. Lichtenstein (for the” defence) -
said he would like to argue the matter
and an adjournment-was made for 2
few minutes. - - . .
On resuming, Mr, Lichtenstein said -
he was unable to give any pledges such -
as Mr, Weaving wanted. .. - .
Mr. Weaving suggested that the.
‘accused should be ordered to eriter
into their own recognisances to appear
if the Court was unable to recover the.
amount of the fine, and surrender
themselves for imprisonment. .
His Worship disallowed the appli-
cation and- said that in future Mr,
[ Weaving should taise similar points
before sentence bad been inflicted.
Continuing; he said that in inflicting -
the fine of 41 he had inflicted a
lesser fine than he had done in another
case, He was moved to do:so because
it had been brought to his notice that
a fine of 5s. or three day’s imprisons
ment had been inflieted in previous
cases. That was a very lenient fipe
and, possibly on -account of the [act
that accused had been encouraged to -
insist upon their misconduct.  If they .-
persisted’ in delying the law as they
were doing now and they came before
his Worship again, he would consider .
it to be-his duty to inflict a véry much _
more severe punishment than he had-
done that day. ~ - ' ) -
It is understood that the accused
refused to pay their fines.

Corour Sueeriority. To bring
the charge of colour.prejudice against
an aspirant for political honours in -
Jamaica is undoubtedly to deal hfr%
a deadly blow, for a community of
mixed races and various hues is
naturally sensitive on such a mattef
and bitterly resents any- assamption
of superiority based upon colour

werely.—Durly Gleaner (Jamarca).
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K -lrmpenf_lalﬁpvarliamgnt - I?di'ans resident in the .Colony ; and | specified date, of Indian licences.
T el T ”:_:'-h eaihtdeieat of the Imperial Gov- | When he received information of
Ny o - .  jemmment to efiect a settlement the |these two Bills he had thought it .
Iﬂ?tlile I%)ouin of Commons En the success of that policy became more | right to send & warning saying 1gt was
ulto. Dr. RUTHERFORD asked the | and more assured. . extremely improbable the Imperial
un 1 |  Tue EarL oF CREWE said the fact | Government would be able to advise
' oi“?'stwih:tl:e;:‘; tgafl ;eciwed ‘c‘-"mi. that a Blue-Book was published that | his Majesty to assent to them in that
th":liset'giv é:; o Briti;h §naﬁit:fi£ day seemed to make it a little prema- | form. He had not yet seen the Bills
L - - | ture to rai is-di ic i ir- .
~prisoned 1n the Transvaal for refusing o rajse this discussion now. Ot | i their final or amended form

t all unfortunate things that could hap. "LORD Anp’ i i ’
; r > 1 - THILL withdrew his mo-

_to comply with thl? Registration Law; | pen, it seemed to him that the most | tion for papers.—ZIndia

and, if so, would he say ‘what action | unfortunate was that they should ap- |- S

he proposed to take in the Watter- | pear to take sides over-this question ST

CoLonEL - SEELY:-Yes, sir.  The | and divide themselves into two classes (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT)

Secretary of State. has received com-| of pro-English.and pro-Indians, He

19
Under Secretary of State for the Col-

plaints; und he is now in communica- | was sorry, therefore, that Lord Amp- Housg or Conons,
~tion with the Transvaal Government | thill seemed to make imputations . - 2and Qctober.
on the sub)ectzr - . {-against the Colonial ~Government Mr. Barowp Cox (Preston, Min.) ~ ’
On the zoth ulto. Mr. MiTcaELL- | in this matter. For instance, the

7 . r. asked the Under-Secretary tor the
TwousoN asked the Under Secretary { noble lord said. it appeared to him | Colonies whether British Indians who

of State for. the Colonies whether “he | that the abject of the Transvaal Gov- | acquired rights -of domicile in the
h_agra.ny_gplormatlop as to the inten- | ernment was to exterminate the Indian ; Transvaal in the days of the late Re-
Ltions of -the Dominion: Government | colony there. He did not think that [ public were still precluded from ac-
- with regard “to - British Indians in that. was an expression which could [ quiring civic rights, might not own'
British Columbia. =~ - - inany way be justified by what the | fixed property, were liable to removal
. -GCoLoNEL_SEELY: Proposals have-|'Colonial Government bad done.  So |into special locations, and must carry
been made for sending some of the.| far as concerned the imprisonthent of [ on their persons registration certifi-
East Indians now in British Colum~ | Mr. Gandbi, whick he very greatly | cates containing descriptions of their
- bia as free labourers to British - Hon-. regretted, he had no knowledge ol it | personal peculiarities, details of their
duras, and it appears from Press telé- | beyond what he had seen in the news- | families, and their thumb impressions ;
- grams that the ‘Dominion- Govern- | papers, but he had telegraphed to the. ‘and whether he could inform the
ment are taking steps in this.direction, Trz_msv_a.al in o_rder to find outwhat | House in what respect the pre-war
. by -gending two Indians to British | the pzutltplar circumstances were con- | grievances of our Indian fellow-sub-
~ Haonduras to enguire into the practic- [ nected with Mr. Gandhi’s imprison- | ects in the Transvaal had been
 “ability of the scheme, - - | ment.  He assumed, of course, that { remedied since the annexatioh of that.
. R . . [he bad been taking part in the | country. o
. | *passive resistance” campaign, and |  (CoronEL SuELY.~—The British In-

t » =
Lord Ampthilf’s Questions, that he had paid the penalty, which | gjans in the Transvaal are subject to
In the House of Lords, on the | no doubt he intended to'pay. As to |3 number of disabilities, but my hon.

215t ulto. LORD AMPTHILL,. rose to | the question of exception ot entty of | friend’s statement of them is a little
call attention to the imprisonment of | Indians not domiciled in the Trans- | oo general in.its terms, as they are
Mr. Gandhi and other members ol | vaal before the war, he believed theére | entitied to own fixed prorperty within
‘the Indian commupity in the Trans-| was a demand at one time for 2 gen- ' :
vanl,-and to enquire what communica- |.eral entrance for those able to Pass | ernment have been aund still are in
tions had been received from® India | the higher education test. That was | friendly communication with the
by his Majesty's Government on the | a point on which it was impossible to | Transvaal Government with regard te
-sabject of the treatment of British In- | induce the Transvaal Government t0 | these disabilities.  The grievance
dians in South Alrica; also to "en: | give way, but so far as the admission | which was the principal subject of
quire whether thie Secretary- of Staie | of a few people of 2 special kind was | complaint before the war was that In-
for the Colonies had received any | concerned, the case was different. [ dians were liable to be. confined ta
- complaints of the effect that Indians| He thought some satisfactory arrange- | locations for purposes ol trade. This,
thus arrested had been harshly treat- | ment could be reached whereby & | {herefore, with some minor grievances,
ed and inadequately and improperly | sufficient number of _those belunging | has been removed since the annexa-
fed in the prisons, ang, if 50, how he | to the professional’ ;:hssis might be | tion,

had dealt with such complaints; to | admitted ~to supply the wastage. |- ' . . .
efiquire further whether the Traders' | (Hear, hear.) These would be spec- Mr. J. M. Rouerrsos asked the
Licensing Bills passed by the Legis- | ially aditted by the Governor 1n
lature of Natal have been submitted | Council. 4s to the second question
Tor Imperial sanction, aud, if so, what | of Lord Ampthill, 2 complaint had
.action his Majesty's Government in- | been received staping phat there had
ténded to take; and to move lor | been cases ot great hardship and old dignation at the tredtment of British
papers. - "He said the continued fail- | persons and children had been kept | [ =00 5 T b ncvaal, and their
ure of the Imperial Government to | in rooms not cleas and had not imprisonment for declining to take
‘solve this problem was a serious | réceived sufficient food. He immed- | 04 “arry on their persans,
danger to the Empire, which might | iately telegraphed to the Govemor of ickets of leave called locally Regis-
-before long become absolutely uncon- | the Transvaal to fiad out the truth, iration Certificates ? :
trollable.  One of the objects of the | He asked for a report by telegraph, Whether His Majesty's: Govem-
South Alrican war was to secure the | and that report he ha,d not yet| . "1ad taken, or propose to take
redress of the grievances of British | received.. As to Traders' Licensing any action in the direction of remedy-
Indians in the Transvaal.- The resuit- ‘I;ills,d there ha;ll begl :h{eeLB;;lil:]::lt;;z-. ing the gr ievances complained of ?

"ol the war. placed’ the Imperial Gov- | duced into- the Naia ' _ - renlied :
ernment“ii?'rg. positi(:}\ to re?d_ress these | The first Bill, which Proposed to pro- 1;:;-“3‘::“;1::‘;;‘;3:“:‘10“ this sub-
grievances ; and yet these grievances | hibit indentured Indian labour ftom | o ‘boing received from India
were absolutely mere acute now than | June, 1907, was QFOPPEd altogether. :liere markegd feeling has beer;
they had ever been under the Trans- | A second Bill, which he had not yet voused They have been communi-
(vaal Republic; The object of the [ secn inits final form, forbade any b £ the Cotonial Office, who will
Tecent: legislation in the Transvaal | cence to trade being given to Indians e ble to reply to the \ateor art o
i was Nothig more nor less than the after-December 31, 1908. The third A on, Member's question, .
“exterrination as a community of the provided- far the extinction, alter a | .

Under-Secretary of State lor India:
Whether he had, during the last few
weeks, received any inlormation from -
India of the holding of Meetings and
expressing in other ways popular in-

Asiatic locations. His Majesty's Gov-



576

" INDIAN OPINION.

- "NOVEMBER 21ST, 1908

-~ BN . - i
Mr. Polak and the ¢ Star?”’

Some Hard Hits .

. Blue-book and Jodgment

The Star of the T6th inst. contains
“the following letter from Mr. H.S. L.
Polak :— ’ -
1t is significant that,, on the very
day that you publish carefully-chasen
extracts from the recently issued Blue-
" book - on the Asiatic question and
characteristically comment “thereon,
the Supreme Court should have given
" a decision which demonstrates beyond
all doubt that, contrary to-the allega-
tions of the Government, yoursell,
and a number of others equally
interested in urging the fact, the

- British Indians entering the Transvaal
on their return from India, but with-
out desiring to avail themsclves of the
privileges and benefits conferred by a
new Validation Act, are not prohibi-
ted immigrants, and have. not acted
unlawfully in entering the Colony
without making prior application for
_registration under the ngw Act {rom
outside the Transvaal. I do not care
to heap coals of fire on your head.
Your position to-day must be a very
difficult one-to reconcile with your

_ wanton affronts of a few weeks ago.
- You then were good enough to inform
us that whatever hardships might have

- befallen those Indians who were re-
turning via Delagoa Bay and Komati-
poort, the Indians themselves were
entirely to blame for having wilfully
resisted the law of the Colony in re-
‘entering. , The Supreme Court has
now supported their ~contention

_ through and through that. they were
not prohibited immigrants at all and |
that they were. not acting unlawfully,
but that it was the Government who
were acting in an- unlawful manner in
endeavouring to prevent their re-entry

into the Colony. '

There are other points arising out

of Friday's decision which may be of
- interest to you. One is that the Gov-
ernment have acted unlawfully not
only at the border but at the Coast in
having caused the detention in
Durban of Transvaal-returning Indi-
ans, even though their boat had not
left the port. The Transvaal Govern-
ment acted equally unlawfully in
inducing the Lourenco Marques
authorities to réfuse permission to
land to Indians returning from India
unless they wonsented to apply from’
that port for registration under ‘the
new Act. The one thipg that seems
fairly to be shown. by the judgment
delivered by the learned Chiefl
Justjge is that the Government, whonr
you have lauded so highly for their
moderation and their temperate ad-
ministration of the law, have through-
-out acted arbitrarily and have causced
immense hardship~ to people who
were entitled to re-enter the Colony,
and that the Government and not the

Asiatic  re-enlrants \have been law-

breakers. . -
Permit me for a moment to refer

to the Blue-book [ find that, in’

_(Gencral Botha's minute to the Gover-

nor, dated July 11, he had stated that

| Mr. Gandhi “ claimed that all Asiatics

who could pass the educational test
should be allowed to enter the Colony,
whether previously domiciled here or
not”  That  statement is incorrect.
Mr. Gandhi claimed that the existing
right of all fAsiatics who-could pass
the education test under the present
Immigraticn Act should be retained,
because Geperal Smuts was en-
deavouring to deny that right.. It
has been said by yoursell among
o:hers that this education question.is
a new point raised by the Asiatics.
You ought to know, if you do not,
that there is not a particle of truth in
this statement. The Asiatics. have
always claimed that the existing
Immigration . Law provides [or  the
free entry of all persons,. Asiatics or
not, who can pass the education test
contemplated therein, and what you
persistently ignore is the {act that the
Government have admitted this..
\When General Smuts informed Mr.
“Gandhi that his own interpretation of
‘the law was quite different from Mr..
Gandhi's, Mr. Gandhi said that he
was quite prepared to test the inter-
pretation in the Supreme Court.  Mr.
Sorabji’s case was specially intended
to test the point. ke entered the
Colony, was examined as to his means
and educational -abilities, and was
admitted without question. The
Government had conceded the point
withoiit-daring to accept Mr. Gandhi’s
challenge. ~ Ten days afterwards Mr.
Sorabji was arrested, not as a prohib-
ited immigrant, not even under thé
Immigration Act at all, but under the
Registration Act, the old Asiatic Act, |
for failing to produce a registration
cettificate on demard.. I myself
entered _the Transvaal from Natal not
long ago, in the company .of'seven or
eight educated Indians, each one of
whom passed the education test and
produced suflicient méans to satisiy]
the Immigration Officer at Volksrust.
“That is on record. They were arrested,
not .as | prohibited immigrants,
nor under the Immigration Act,
but under the Registration Act, for
failing to produce registration ceitifi-
cates on demand:  ‘The Government
on these occasions at least, declined
the challenge as to the interpretation
of the Immigration Law and impliedly .
admittted that Mr. Gandhi had, i !
fact, raised no new -point, The
principle thus laid down was indirectly
supported by the Supreme Court’s
decision in the case of Kattanjt Lalles
. Kex, and it is still further supported
by the Chief Justice’s remarks on
Friday. The lmmigration Law by
itsell has ncver precluded the f(ree
entry of educated Asiatics,

It bas been stated in General
Botha's minutes of the 5th September

| that, in regard to Mr. Gandhi's de-

«mand for the repeal of Act 2 of 1907,

he withdrew from the distinct under-
standing arrived at atthe meeting of the
18th August, namely,that the’ Act ,
was to remain on the Statute Book.,
That statenient also is incorrect, Mr,

Gandhi was never a party to any such

thing. He recognised the decisiorn -
that had been arrived at by the mem-
bers of the Government and the -
Opposition at the . meeting, in. this’
matier, and he made it perfectly clear
that,. in the event of the’ edueation
principle being admitted, -he, person-
ally, would not have any great objec. - -

- tion to the Asiatic  Act beingretained;

but itjwas a matter wherein he would
have to be ruled. by the decision of
his” own community; and, at the -

-meeting. of Indian delegates held a

day or two thereaftér, it was upani-
mously decided' that the Asiatic Act,
must go. o o
It is said that alter certain nine de- .
mands were made at the Pretoria -

- Conference, of which eight were grant-

ed, Mr. Gandhi -delivered what -you
have said may be regarded as an
ultimatum, introducing six fresh.
points. I deny that statement abso-
lately. Mr. Gandhisentno ultimatum,”
Mr.-Smuts, through his private secre- .
tary and through the medium of Mr,
Cartwright, invited Mr. Gandhi to -
privately lay before him his (Mr. Gan-
dhi's) impressions of the feeling of
the people at thie meetiog of-delegates.-
This Mr.” Gandbi did in a private
letter, extracts wherefrom ‘were torn -
from their context and read by the
Colonial Secretary in the House- of
Assembly, giving the impression that
the Indian community had deliveredan -
uitimatum. I refrain from comment- -
ing upon General Smuts’ action in
putting his own. gloss upon a private:
letter, the comiplete terms of which
were not within the knowledge of his
audience. * I give an extract from this
letter, which General Botha thought
it unnecessaty to attach to his minute,
and which was never read-to the
House.  “I.placed befote the meet-
ing, for the third time to-day the
terms that I told them thé 'Govern-
ment were prepared to offer, and told |,
them further that these would form an -
acceptable compromise, if some pro-
vision was made for highly educated
Indians avd for Mr, Sorabji’s re-in-.
statement ; but -the meeting would
not listen to anything short of repeat
of the Asiatic Act and the recognition’
ot highly educated-Indians under the
general clause of the Immigrants’
Restriction Act.. All* I could _pér-
suade them to accept was that, the
statutory right being recognised,
there would be no objection to an-
administrative discrimination against
educated Indians, so that only the _
most highly educated lnd'fr_ls could
enter.” S A

Let me take the six alleged *fresh
and inadmissible demands” seriatim. ~
Number 1 asks for the re-instatement-
of Mr. Sorabiji. General Botha, in his™
minute, does not state that, subse-
quent to the Pretoria Conference and
on the very day before the meeting ot |

- 4 5 .
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Mr. Sorabji who had-freely entered

_the Colony. under the Immigration -

Act-had been secretly deported, at

. thetcry moment when negotiations
.were going on—a flagrant beach of
faith _ . '
The second is--that- all Asiatic

- prisoners should be discharged. That
statement is not quite accurate. ‘The
demand was that all the Asiatics im-

- “prisoned on account of the passive
resistence movement should be dis.
charged. = Surely that precedent was
cet last January:
able init? 'Did the Government
-~ wish to keep all these people in gaol

after a setllement had been arrived at?

-~ The third is_that Aet z of 1go7

.. should be repealed. That was no
new demand at all. © Tt has beent de-
manded ever siace the Act was. passed
in. March of 1g907.- British Indians
have contended that it was an essen-
tial condition of last January's com-
promise. And here I would. say that,
in publishing the extracts [rom the
Biue Book you have careflully-ignored
the whole of the circumstantial evi-
dence in-favour of the Indian conten-
tion contained ‘in Mr. Ritch’s memo-
randum to the Imperial Government.
The fourth was that a general edu-

" cation test should ‘be admitted in
respect of the immigration.of educat-

ed Asiatics. Here we have the edu-.

cation question arising again. This
_was not {resh. The principle of the
jmmigration of educated Asiatics had
. been discussed at the Confereace it-
. self, and the statement contained in
General Botha's minule is inaccurate.
Mr. Gaudhi and the Indian commun-
ity never demanded a’ general educa-
tion test. They demanded that the
present rights of entry under the gen-
eral Immigration Act of the Colony
_ should be retained, and they agreed
_ - that the severity of the education test
should be a matter of administrative
discretion. .
. The filth point was that duplicates
should ‘be issued frec of charge in
respect of all_certificates of registra-
" tion that had been ‘burned. This
was not in the nature of an ultimatum
at all. It was a matter of adminis-
trative negotiation, - and would never
have been a bar to-a settlement.
Moreover, it must be pointed out
these documents were destroyed be-
‘cause of what the Indians regarded as
a breach of laith on the_part of the
Government. . .
"' The sixth point was that the new
" draft Bill should be submitted to the

committee of the British Indian Asso-’
ciation. before its discussion in the’]

Legislature. Surely it was only 2
wise precautiom.
there being any

“not hdve been better for the matter

_to have been discussed quietly and
confidentially hetween the two parties

. with the object of removing them Jbes

. fqre thg BilL went hgfore the, Legishi:
TWigR/ Was “there! po precedent for
such i suggestion? .. Did not ngeral

Smuts promise Mr. Qanahi_t?_dxsguss

What was inadmis—:

1
|

|
i

H
b

!

In the event ol |
differences, would it}

t

- mand this as a matter of right.
_no new thing ; it is contemplated by
‘the existing taw. . . .
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with him the originally .contemplated
I(ﬁgxslatlion last July, and did not Alr.
Gandbi actually, on Mr, Smuts’ invita-
tion, go to Pretoria for that very pur-
pose before the measure was brought
before -the House of Assembly? It
would almost appear as if the Govern-
ment bad - wantonly endeaveured  to
prevent a settlement by bringing for-
ward all sorts of petty, childish ob
jection with a view to influence pub-
lic opinion ? -

The following is an extract from
Mr. Cachalia’s speech at the - mass
mecting held in-Fordsburg on Wed-
nesday week, whereat European
friends assisted. - You appear to have
missed it but perhaps it will help to
satisfy you as to the moderation of
the demands of the Indian commun-
ity :—*1 repeat yet again that our

‘essential demands, as far as ‘this

movement cf passive resistance is
concerned, are reduced to two only;
all else being subsidiary and a matter
of administrative detail.. The first is
the repeal of the Asiatic Law Amerd-
ment Act. The second point
is the admission of highly educated
Indians under ths. general Immigra-
tion Law of this Colony. We claim
that we are at present entitled fo de-
It is

) We have
publicly consented that the principle
of administrative restriction, under
the education test, which is at present
accepted by dll Governments in
South Africa,” notwithstanding hypo-
critical duteries to the contrary, shall
operale against an unlimited entry of
cducated Jndizns, and we have

agreed not to ask for the free admis-.

sion of these beyend -six in any one
Yca-r.” -

Genéral Botha has charged ¢ Mr.
Gandhi and his emissaries” with
having-© actually collected a nuniber
ol registration -certificates under

1 threats by violence.”- That statement

is absolutely untrue. I challenge
General Botha or anybody else to
prove a single case where any certifi-
cate has beer obtained under threat
or by violence by Mr. Gandhi or any
member of the British Indian Asso-
ciation, anid with the knowledge and
consent of the Executive Committee.

“In the same memorandum there is

a2 subtle attempt made to suggest that |
the Mahomedan section of the com-

munity had not joined in the passive
resistance movement. I need do no
more than refer to the resolution
passed .at yesterday's representative
meeting of Transvaal .Mahomedans
to show the falsity of this statement.
‘Lord Selborne, too, in hig covering
dispatch, made the following state-
ment and prophecy: * There ar¢, I
am informed, grounds for thinking
that the rank and file of the Asiatic
community do not entirely share the
views of their leaders, and th‘at, in
the.absence of any reaspnabh? )us_tlﬁ-
cation for it,. the agitation will die a
natuial death belore long.” ‘That sen-
tence was written over twa months

ago. On Friday, over . 1oo members
of the Indian “rank and file® went
to gaol.  In Germiston, last week,
nearly 1oo members of the Indian
“rank and file” were imprisoned, .
During last week, something like 2350
sentences of imprisonmnent were im-
posed upon the Indian “rank and
tle.” .And, since the renewal of the
struggle, there have been no lewer
than ;000 sentences of imprisonment
with hard labour imposed upon the
Indian “rank and file. ”

One word more, and I close. The
passive. resistance movement has been
renewed now lor some four wonths.
Two months ago, the new law came
intooperation, and it was hoped that
by the publication of the fact of the
Royal assent the¢reto the movement
would collapse like a house of cards.
Well, that ‘has not happened. It is
not likely to happen, The “rank and
file” are going to gaol weekly in
hundreds. Many of the most import-
ant Jcaders are already in gaol.
Friday's Supreme Court decision in.
dicates that it is impossible to ad-
-minister the new law, as General
Smuts admitted- the impossibility of
administering the old law, without
the consent and co-operation of the
Asiatics. ’ . - ‘

In jour leading article of Friday,
you ask that * Mr. Gandhi and his’
friends should give the Government
and the people ot this Colony con-
vincing evidence of thei good faith.”
Sir, you are insulting!- Who is Mr.
.Gandhi? I do not know him ! I only
know hard-labour prisoner Gaundhi,
who has given sich evidence of his,
good faith that he was once almost
at death’s door to serve this Govern-
ment and the people of this Colony,
having nearly been murdered in so
doing, by some of his compatriots,
and Convict Gandhi is now quietly
working on the roads to prove his
good faith in the members of his own
community and to the Colony at large.
Is it for you to impute bad faith to a
man like that? And his iriends, have
they not proved their good faith to
the people of this Colony by offering
and successiully carrying out voluntary
registration in order that they might
show the wanton falsity ol the allega-
tion that there had been a large illicit
infiux of Asiatics, in which they had
 connived? Yecu appear, Sir, to be
obsessed by a mania for imputation
and insinuation. May I suggest that,
instead of asking the totally unneces-
sary question as to whether it happens.
to be a part of the British Indian
policy to introduce a body of pro-

1 fessional agitators, you devote your

energy to inducing the Government to
cease a policy of threats and coercion,
which has failed ignowiniously in the
past and shows no sign of success at
the present or in the future. -

“xptay Mam: ~For Ceylon and
India, per S.S. “Umdkuci, until 430
p.m., Tuesday, the 24th instant. *
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"Notes on the Tfans'vahl
 Struggle

" (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT)

ALLEGED ILLEGAL DETENTION., A
letter has been received from the
-Attorney-General's Department in re-
gard to the alleged illegal detention of
certain Indian prisoners at Barberton
alter the bail money had been de-

_posited, to the effect that the complaint

was being inquired into, -

AT VoLksrusT. On the13thinstant,
-several Indians, who had entered the -
Transvaal with Mr, Gandhi,completed
their sentence of imprisonment with
hard Iabour, and were deported on a

- -- warrant under the hand-of the Colonial
. Secretary.

By a curious coincidence,

" this took place almost at the same

. time that the Chief Justice was de-
- liveting judgment in- the Barberton
- appeal, to the effect that the action of
_the Colonial Secretary in deporting
originally was entirely unlawful, The
deported men promptly returned, but.
their case- was remanded until the
1gth instant, in order that time might

."be obtained-to receive instructions.

from the Asiatic Office, in view of the
Supreme Court judgment. ~ On Satur-
day, spans of Indian prisoners from
20 to 23 slrong were sent to work on
the Municipal Water-Works, cleaning
_the cemetery, and tending the soldiers’
graves. Mr. Gandhi was included. It
must have been peculiar for him to
- ‘contemplate his present occupation,

+- after having tended the sick and

" brought before the Magistrate,

- wounded during the Boer War and ied
the Stretcher-Bearer Corps during the
recent Natal Rebellion,—tempora mu.
fantnr. - _

.. On Tuesday, at the request.of Mr.
Polak, in view of the recent Supreme.
Court decision, the Magistrate- dis-

~ charged Messts. W. R.- Dave and
Moosa Asmalji Patel, :

.. A FArcicAL ArFatr. Last weék,—a

peculiar” situalion arose in. “A "
Court, before Mr. Van Der Berg A
number- of Indians trading in . the
Indian marcket, Johannesburg, were
charged
with trading without licences. Mr.
. Polak defended. It was suspected
-that an attempt would be made to
prevent the people going to gaol, and
to endeavour to secure the amount of
the fines by distraint upon their goods.
“ Everyone of the Accused possessed -a
licence, issved and taken out -during

the time of voluntary registration, The :
first man, Mr. Allibbai Ismail, pleaded ©
and, as was expected, he was |

guilty,
fined -£'5 on each of the two charges

~ against_him, the amount to be re-

covered by way of distraint upon his
property.  Now, it is no part of the -
passive resistance struggle to finance
-the Government, and, accordingly,
having drawn the tscth ot thy Prose
Bution; it was decided ta tumn thg
fesd of tie pregsedioge (nlo 8 fatce

Accordingly, each of the other Accused
pleaded not guilty, and produced his
licence. One by one they were dis-
charged, because there was no alter-
native charge of failing -to produce
licences upon demand. Then the

was recalled, and eventually authorised
Mr. Polak to produce his licence. Mr.

-potwithstanding -Mr. Tolak’s strong
protest.. So the Court had half an
hour's amusement at the expense of
the Government, simply because the
Licénsing Officials had madea mistake_

to confirm the Statements that the
Indians had no licences. In orderto
make up _for - their discharge, the
parties concerned have since goneout
hawking without licences..

. INPRISONMENTS AND ARRESTS. An.
attempt was made at Krugersdorp, on
“Thursday, to obtain a hawker's fine by
seizing the bail. money, which had,
however, been deposited by a friend
~and, . consequently, could -not- be
touched. A further attempt was then
made to distrain upon his goods, but
the happy man had norie, and so the
Magistrate was perforce obliged to
send bim to gaol.” .On the same day
atKrugersdorp, ahawkerwasséntenced
to pay a fime of J£1 or go to gacl for
ten days with hard labour.. He chose
the latter courge.. On Monday, in
Johannesburg, 49 Madrasi hawkers
made a raid upon Jeppestown Police
Station ' and, insisted upon being
arrested for trading without licences.
The police courteously acceded to
their request, and they Were sentenced

sentenced to 14 days’ imprisonment,
for the first offence, for trading without
licences. Evidently, the penalty has

five Indians were charged with trading

wag discharged, as he was a manager ;
another was fined 1/-; the other three
were fined .£5-each, the fines to be
Tecovered {rom their property. The
Boksburg. appeal comes off . next
Monday. At Ventersdorp, on Monday,
Mr. Moosa Rajah, ‘store-keeper, and
Mr. Essopji Suliman, hawker, were
arrested for trading without licences.-
On Tuesday, sbme 40 odd hawkers
were discharged from Germiston Gaol,
Efforts are being made to replace
them o ' :

On Wednesday, st Germiston, 16

men went td gaol for seven days with
bard labour for hawking without
licences.  On the same day 1c4 men
Wwere arrested at Johannesburg on a
similar charge, 74 of whom, including
Mr, Aswat of Vereeniging and Mr.
Nagdee of Nylstrcom, prominent
members of the Committee of the
British Indian Association, went to
gaol the same day; the other 36 cases
Gaing teltabided (0 thi Next dayi  OF

this batoh, wore than 498 aly Mahomg.
tany , :

P, . T

man who had already been convicted .

Van der Berg discharged him also, {

in bringing the charge, and had failed

in the- usual way the following day.-
On Monday,-also, four hawkers were |

gone up! At Rustenburg, last week, |

as store-keepers without licences. One |

‘A KoLy . THOUGHT. The Rey, "
Canon Berry has forwarded two guineas
to the British Indian Association, to
be added to the 'passive.‘resisl\%x;ce

funds. Mr. Frank A. Stokes, Accoun. -

tant, of Johannesburg, has'sent £r.

Tuz PrETORIA L1ckNsinG Casgs, [

am asked to say, in connexion wilh

the Pretoria Licensing Cases, that the

-accased gave no instructions to their
‘attorney to ask for mitigation of sen-

tence because they were passive re-
sisters.  They were quite prepared to
suffer the full_punishment for their
acts, : o o

-~

WHaT THE CEF Ware THinks.

Mr. E. Rooth {Chief Government
Whip) speaking at Roodepoort oh the
11th inst., said they were alfmore or

less familiar with the facts relating to™

the -present Asiatic agitation. They

knew that a_large number ol Indians -

-

had insisted .upon . the right, of intro-

ducing half a dozen of their educated -

people Mmto the country every year. .

“Fhat had not been. conceded, and it

was against the law. . They were also
aware .of the “steps take¢n by the
Government in relation to the matter ;’
but a_number of. {hese misguided

people” had ‘decided to defy the law

and go to gaol. (A voice: “That's
the faull of the Government, They
made a good law, but apparently had’
not the power to enforce it.”) - ;-

Tux SPECIL\‘L_I\/IQ(;I;STRA'J?"I‘:. Mr. H.
H. Jordan, A.R.M., Witwatersrand
district, is-appointed to be the magis-

trate specially assigned to bear appeals

against the decision of. the Registrar

of Asiatics refusing to issue an appli-

cant a registration certificate -under-

the Asiatics Registration’ Amendment

Act, - .-

Our TamiL HERGES. -The following
are the names of Tamil Hawkers (seven
of them are officials-of the Tamil
Society, who went fo .prison on the
16th and ryth inst., respectively, at

Johannesburg and Pretoria :—Messrs.

-R. Thandapany Padayachi, Raju Nai.
.doo, R. M. Ramamoadly, V. S, Padaya- .

chi, A, Ananda Moodly, K. K. Samy,
R..Raju Naidoo, R. K. Naidoo, C. . .
Padayachi, N, 8. Pillay, A. Somdra
Moodly, T: Kandasamy Moodly, C.
Scoprai Padayachi,

Govind Raju, N. Krashana, V. Poon.

samy Naidoo, R. S. Padayachi, V. V,

Naidoo, N. Tilamanikam Chetiy, V.
M. Padayachi, N. Chetty, v, Poonsamy,
T. Xoopersamy, A-Pakari, R, Mootu-

veloo Chetty, S, Arumuga Moodly, R, -

Gopalsamy Padayachi, V. R. Naidog,
S. Kandasamy, C. Aroonachala 8.
Naidco, S. R, Moodly, S. V. Palidya-
¢chi, C. Marimootoo, V. Dorasamy,
V. Chinathumbi, C. v, Moodly, P.

‘Palani, K. V. Moodly, A. Franeis

Chetty, V. Virapatran, V.G, Padayachij
C: Scoptayan, ¥, G Padeyachl, V, 8"
Monily, Toml Bualingam, V, Naay!
s Clsiy, 8 10 Rillsyy B Gl

Vo

C. K. Chetty, K. -
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Raransamy, V., Naidoo, Koposamy,
Kannsamy,}lagalingum, Mootaosamy
:ldyachi, V.N ar'émsamy,
Naiddo, M. V. Gooroosam'y ‘Chetty,
Govindasamy Naidoo, S. Soopramony

- Chetty, Vengadasalam, - Rajoo, Chaijl
* Mugai, R. K. Padayachi, M. Ramsamy, .
D, N. Ramsamy Chetty, _Mootoo
Ranga Padayachi, V, Armgum Padaya.
chi, Appoo Chetty, A. R, Pydayachi,

:ij]’»sllay, N.- Ramsamy Naidoo, Pocny |
r N. Ramsamy, ,

"D, Chetty, Al Padayachi; C. K. Naj.
- doo, M. -Paddyachi,

' M. Govinds‘:imy,
Soopia Naidoo, T, Naidoo; Tomsmy,
Poonasamy Chetty, S,  Poonasamy
Naidoo, and R, Samy, = - .

-~ House of Commons
o ~ Meeting

Trausvngl Question Discussed =,

———

~ Lord- ;ﬁ)pt.hill-: preéid-ed at _lt—he
House of Commons on Monday after-

~ - noon (October 19) over a meeting of

" menbers convened for the purpose of
considering the question of the treat.

- ‘ment of Brilish Indians in the Trans-

Vaal.  Among' those present wera-
-Lord Ampthill, G:C.8.1, Lord' Lim-
ington, J. M. Robertson, Esq., M.P,
- 8ir F. Chaoning; M.Ps, Sir Mancher-
jee Bhownaggree, -Harg] Cox, -Esqg.,
M.P., Dr, Thornton, D.CL. CS.I.
Ameer Ali, Esq., C.LLE., W. P. Byles,
Esq., M.P., A. H. Scott, Esq., M.P.,
- Sir Hetry Cotton, M.P,, Joseph WVal-
- ton, Esq., M.P.,- J. F.. Cheetham,’
Esq., " M.P., -Sir .Charles Schwann,
- Bart, M.P, J. H, Polak, Esq., J.P.,

© L. W, Ritch, Esq., Dr. V., H. Ruther-

ford, M.P., H. Harte-Davies, lsq.,

- -M.P,, A. H. ‘Croslield, Esq.; M.P;,

: George Harwood, Esg.; M.E, James
+ O'Grady, Esq., M.P,. Sir “Williany:

- Bfampton Gurdon, M.P., C. E. Mal-
“lett, Esq., M.P., H. F. B- Lynch, |

Lsq., M.P., and G, P. Gooch, Esq.,
. M.P. The <circular summoning the
~ meeting stated that some 300 British

Indians; respectable - merchants. and

others, had been within the last two

months,-.or were still, suffering im-

Frisonment with hard labour for de-

clining to comply ‘with the, require-

ments of the Differential Registration

Law, although virtually. all of them

-had established their identity as bona,

Jide pre-war. residents. Addresses

"were given by Sir Mancherjee Bhoyen-

-aggree and Mr. Amecr Ali;. who

quoted from _letters and, telegrams

" which they had received from India

i proof of the strong indignation

entertained “on this- subject among

loyal. supporters of the Government
in_India, - Mr. Ameer- Ali -declared
thet the treatiment of British Indians
in the Transvaal was arousing a deep.
and. dangerous feeling. . It was decided
to ask Lord Crewe and . Lord Morley
to reccive 2 deputation of peers dnd
Members of Parliament, and Lord

Ardpthill promised ‘to initiate a dis: |-

.euesion an the matter ji the Houge

~
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- Latest Telegrams fiom
‘the Transvaal

[SeEciaL, TELEGRAMS]

. -Johannesburg, ¥ riday,

- Since Wednesday 57 Indianis have
-gone to giol at Johanneshurg and 53
at Germiston, T o

- Mr. V. U. Sheth of Pretoria has
been sentenced to pay afineof £sor
80 to gaol for one month. He chose
the latter ; but after removal from the
Court, his misguided {riends paid the
finc-and precurcd his release contrary

| to his desire,

.. Owing to the Supreme -Court judg-
_roent, yesterday the remaining prisoa-
“ers at Barberton and ‘all at Volksrust
except Mr, Gandhi, the chairman of

Abdool Kadir Bawazeer) and four
othérs were reléased. Volksrust re-
leased about seventy, including the
President,” Vice-President -and Joint-
‘Sccretary of the Natal Indian Con-
gress. ~“They were about to leave for
Johannesburg - last’ night when . the
Police demanded their thumb-prints
which they unanimously refused to
give, accordingly they were. detained,
“but it is unknown as yet whether the
demand was made independently by

Pretoria. - o )

-~ This- week thé Indian ptisoners in
the Johannesburg Gaol have refused
to eat certain meals owing to the
unsuitability of - the. diet with the
result that all subsisted on one meal

of rice daily. .

" The appeal of Essa dllyv. Pretoria
Junterpality re Grocer's Licence has
been dismissed with ng order as to
costs. ’ . -l
o7 “. Later,

" All who were detained by the Police
at Volksrust were released again this
motning with the exception of Messrs.
Dawad Mahomed, Parsee Rustomjee,
M: C. Anglia and 57 J. Randeria,
whose release is expected during the
day.- They- have anncuhced their
intention of starting for Johannes-
burg to-night. - ‘

- . T Volksrust, Friday.

58 Indians in the Gaol, including

Messrs. Dawad Mzhomed, Parsee Rus-
tomji and M. . Anglia, were dis-
charged yesterday., One hour alter,
they were re-arrested for tefusing to
give . thumb-impressions. . They all
therefore returned cheerfully to the
Gaol. Thismorningthey were marched
to the Magistrate’s Caurt; but a}l £x-
cept Messrs. Dawad Malicmed, Parsee
Rustomjee and S, J. Randerin were
‘discharged without being brought be-
fore'the Court.  Great indignation is
aroused over the farcical discharges,
Mr. Gandhi, Imam Saheb and four
others were not discharged, being
under the new Act. ’

. Later,

The four Darban lenders wers als

B Lords at an early ditesardudis,

lowed to proceed ko Johannesburg,

the Hamidia Islanric Soctety (Imam.

the Police or on instructions -from.

Strong Protests from
. Bombay

Lord Ampthill has received the fol
lowing telegram from Sir Pherozeshah
Mehta, President of the Bombay Pre-
sideney Association :—

- “ Peaple of all classes are intensely
¢xasperated by the fresh news of the
cruel treatment which Indians of posi-
tton and respectability are subjected
tb by Transvaal authorities. The
feeling bas grown so intense that all
possible desperate measures of boycott
are being urged, 1 feel it my duty to
place before your lordship that the
mischief occasioned by this state of
things is- incalculable, particularly at
the present time. My Association
implores the Government to lose no
time in taking measures to protect
our fellow-countrymen. . We avoid
niass meetings in giving expression to
their feelings, because it is felt they
might embarrass the Indian Govern-
ment ; otherwise the whole country
would be filled with bitter cries from
every town and place.” ,

Numerous representative associa-
tions in Bombay are cabling to Lord .
Morley protesting against the ill-treat- -
ment of Indians, in the Transvaal.
Sir Currimbhoy Ebrahim, President
ol the Anjuman-i-Islam, has telegraph-
ed that “cruel treatnrent is likely io
have a most pernicious and dangerous
effeot upon the public mind in India,
Ivview of the present situation, he
adds, the leaders are refraining from
1 boiding a mass meeting in order not'
to embarrass the Government. Other-
wise' the whole country would cry out
against the injustice-— Zndia, -

Tue Swamyr  On Wednesday
evening, in the Congress Hall, Dur-
{ ban, Swami-Shankeranand lectured -
to a large gathering under the aus-
pices of.the Durban Lodge of the
Theosophical -Sociely, the subject be-
ing “The Hindu Conception of
Morality.” About 6v Europeans and
a large number of Indians were pre- :
sent, : :
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