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' Indin's Jubilee.

" Tws month murks the Jubilee of the
Proclamatian issued by the lateQucen-
Empress Victariz, on the accasion of
the assumptian of the government
of the Territuries of India Ly the

“Grown direct, instead afadministering
them through. the Est India Com-
pany. That Proclimation included
tha fotlawing obligawticn i~ We hald
oiarsefves bount to the Natives of the

- whole Indian Furritorles by the same
quligations of duty which bind us to

“all our other suljects, and these

"~ obligatic ns, hy the blussing of Almighty
"G od, we shall frithlully and censéien-
tioasly fulil. Ia their prosperity will

be our strenz:h ; in their¢nten ment
ou_r_s«;curity} and in their gratitude,

- qur best teward.  Aad may the Gud

. of all power grant to us and thoge in
-authority under us strengib to carry

. out these our wishes for the good of
our peyple.” )

It is filty years ago since that Pro-
clamation weut fonth.  Filty years

* have meant a great deal to "British
Indians. Fufly years hve taught them
IHAT Briush offivials set io authosity
_over Indian suh)lccls,ol' the Crown
can find it possible to urze that, when
thure is a confliet between the earvying
‘aut of the selemp promises comail!ed
in this Proclamation and the plicing
of hardships upon British Indians

such a policy, the Imperial Govern-
ment should assent to revacation cf
those promises. TFifly years haw
shown that British Indians, long re-
sident- in British Colonies, can be
legislate d against in de Rance of Indian
wishes and susceptibilities, because
thesa Colonites are  sclf governing,
whereas India is not.  T.fy years
have thown that Indian cuuscientious
tbjectors in British Colonies, in this
modern twent:ieth cenwury, may be
treated as and herded with common
felons drawn from the m st de,raded
depths nf aboriginal scciety. - Fifiy
years h.ve shown that solemn pr.-
mises notwithstandirg, it is the colour
of a man's skin that coun’s in the

h’s ability, his- degree of culture, his
enl'ghtenment. Filty years have taught
these and many other things to Rritish
Indians ; and it is almost a mockery
to issue a new Preclamation on this
anniversary, wheo British Indians in
the Trapevaal, who are not .criminals,
-who are moved only by t'we loftiest
.motives in . their recent action,” are
languishing in gaol. o

A jubilee is a time ol rejoicing.
Lt the hundreds of Indians who have,
in the last ten'months, passed through
the prison-gates of the Transvaal re-
joice that the spirit which has animated
the¢ Imperial Govemment, whose
bounden duty it was o translate into
action the obligations contained in
the late Queen-Empress's Proclama-
tion, has permiited the passagethrough
local Parliaments, and the adminis-
tration theough - parochial - states-
mer, of legislation degrading to the
humanity, end offensive to the religion
of every sel respecting Indian! The
real jubilee that is being celebrated ia
ih: Transvaal to-day amongst Indians
is that they are emancipating them
sclves from the bands of self, and they
are achieving the liberty and frecdow
of men whg have realised their man-
hood. No Imperial Proclamations
cap enhance or take away from that
glorions fact.  Whilst. Indians in
India may rejoice that they dre being
given some additional measure of
papular representation, so that they
may take a larger share in the govern-
ment of the country, let them realise
also that their brethren in the Trans-
vaal and in ether parts of South
Africa are slowly being crushed out ol
existence by the remorseless and
savage machinery of Govirnments
subord{nate and resprnsible to lin-
perial  Ministers charged with the
car:yirg -out .of Royal end Imperial
belests. And let British Indians in
South Africa realise that the truest
f.rm of popular represeriation is that
whereby every man represents inwardly
and outwardly that which is best in

berause an alleged expediency d.ctates

himself. :

administration of the Empire; and not.

The Situation To-day,

THE position of Hritish Indians in
the Transvaal to-day is somewhac
paradoxical. By all the canons of
common-sense, they should, by now,
be at their wit’s ends. Instead, their
imagination seems to be even more
than normally fertile in devising means
ol circumventing the Government's
efforts to promote a policy of dis
couragement and pin-pricks. Italmoss
seems as though every blow dealt at
the compmunity inured it to receive
the more stoically the blows to come.
We have utterly failed to abserve any
real weakness in the Indian forces in
the Transvaal. Every day we got
added proof of their increasing stead-
fastness and determination. They are
setting an admirable example to their
brethren, not only in South Africa,
but throughout the whole of India, for
they are cffering a practicable demon-
stration of the remarkable efficacy of
passive resistance when rightly re-
garded and nobly inspired. The
struggle has evoked a patriotism, a
self-sacrifice, a courage, and a con-
sistency of purpose which could naver
have been expected even by the most
devoted Indaphile, and the spectacly

‘of the Transvaal Indians ﬁghting

uniledly for over two years, 1§ an
object-lesson to India, and to the
Empire as a whole. .

The present phase of the struggle
is remarkable for many things, Last
January, the Government sought to
martytise Indians, and endeavoured
to hlackmail the eominynity by im.
prisoning the leaders. To-day, leaders
and - followers alike are seeking
martyrdom of their own accord. They
are going cheerfully to gaal, almost a3
ap army with banners waving, Rich
and poor alike are courling the atten-
tions of the police and the other
arresting offizials. They are braving
all the hardships of prison lile, even
though half-starved and,. in many
instances, harshly treated. Though
the Government scek to impose their
will upon the passive resisters, by,
coercing even women and children;
there is not the slightest sign o
wavering. On the contrary, there isa
bitter determination to' fight oo ta the
uttermost end, until every Jitile 5 rap
of the people’s deman Is i3 granted.

There is no doubt too, but thal this
feeling of bitterness is rapidly being
ennveyed to the hearts of our brethren
in Iudia. Newspapers to hand by the
Jast ludian mail con‘ain columng
upon columns of biting comment upon
the alleged omnipotence of the self-
governing Colonies and the abject
impatence of the Impenal Governs
ment to secure redress for Indian

] subjecis of the Crown resident thesein.
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It is beyond question that a sentiment
of deep and growing hostility towards
the Colonies is growing in ordinarily

- moderate circles in India, and this

partially concealed conflict within the
Empire bodes no good to its {uture.
Another prominent feature of the
present phase is that quite a number
of influential Europeans in the Trans-
vaal have come ferward, and offered
practical sympathy to the struggling
Indians. They have not hesitated to
attract to themselves the blows aimed
at their more helpless fellow-Colonists,
in an effort to awaken the public
conscience ottheneighbouring Colony.
All honour to them! They are
possessed of the true spirit of patriot-
ism, and it is upon the efforls of such

- - men as these that the {uture-greatness

and unitedness ol South Alrica must
depend, rather than upon the mis-
guided energies of sone of those
attending the Durban Convention,

" whose unhappy race-prejudice bids

)

fair to wreck the Empire, and launch
the sub-continent upon a sea of
troubles such as their tortuous states-
manship can never hope to smoothe.

Appoor CapIR  BAWAZEER
deserves well of the com-
munity. He is Chairman
of the Hamidia Islamic
Society of Johanneshurg,
and largely through his efforts and
those of his Society, the passive re-
sistance struggle in the Transvaal has
proved so successful. "His political
insight, his religious fervour, his rrer-
sonal modesty, have brought him most
prominently before, and have endeared
him to, the Indian public for a leng
time past. Having already sufiered
a briel term of imprisonment witly hard
labour for hawking without a licence—
he had temporarily adopted that
avocation in order to -assist and en—
courage his less prominent brethren—
he has now once again sought martyr-
dom. Together with Messrs. Moosa
Lssackji, Govindarajaloo and S. P
Padiachy, he travelled down to

Ivam

A Heroic
Chairman,

.. Charlestown last week and returned to

the Transvaal by the next train. "He
and his companions refused to avail
themselves of their voluntary regis-
tration certificates, declined [urther to
identify themselves, were arrested,
brought before the Court, and con-
victed as prohibited immigrants, for
tailing to apply for registration under
the new Act from some place in South
Alrica outside the Transvaal. They
were all sentenced to six weeks’ im-
prisonment with hard labour, with a
subsequent order of deportation! So
Imam Abdool Cadir Bawazeer has
achieved his great ambition- to share
imprisonment with other members of
the community, and has forced the
Government into the false position of
treating as prohibited immigrants those

 who have registration certificates re-

cognised under the new Act! It is an
amazing absurdity, but one whose
repetition is assured, so long as the
present stupidity, which is miscalled

.own control.

admitistration, is allowed to continue.
Meanwhile, Imam Abdool Cadir
Bawazeer has left his wife and family
totally unprovided for, and dependent
upon the honourable spirit that, he
has assumed, animates the.community.
1t is for the community to demonstrate
unmistakeably that his simple trust is
not misplaced. '

Last WipNEspay's Mass MEETING
: ’ in Johannesburg was a
The - memorable incident in
True Spirit ~the history of the pas-
of sive resistance move-
Brotherhoed, ment in the Transvaal,
oot so much because

of the enormous gathering on_ that
occasion, nor even on account of the
tenour of the resclutions that were’
carried with acclamation. -1t will im-

- press itself upon-the memory and ima-

gination of British Indiaus throughout
South Africa chiefly because of the
presetice of a large number of Euro-
pean friends and sympathisers. - The
names of Messrs, Hosken, Cartwright,
Doke, Phillips, Kallenbach, Howard,
Pollock, and Dallow will remain
engraved, on the minds of British
Indians throughout the Empire, so
long as Indian history will be written.
We thank thew and the many silent
European sympathisers on beball of
the whote 1Indian community of South
Africa.

WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOVERN-

ment have announced their

Iadian decision to -withdraw the
Education restriction placed on pupils
in Natal attending the Higher-

Grade lndian Schoots of
the Colony, and so Indian students
over the age of fourteen years are at
present sale. It is most unfortunate

that the community were compélled |

to.apply for an order from the Supreme
Court to restrain ' the Government
Irom dismissing these pupils as
threatened. The Government’s belated
declaration of intention is welcome,
but we would remind members of the
community that, in all probability,
they are enjoying a respitc only. The
ignoring by the Government of the
claims of Indians in matters edu-
cational has been notorious for a
long time past. Iad the Government
not withdrawn {rom an untenable
position to-day, had the Government
not stopped just short of committing
an inexcusable breach of faith towards
the Indians ot this Colony, we should
bave unhesitatingly advised and urged
the community to boycott the Gov-
ernment schools and to inaugurate
scheols of their own. and under their
We are not at all sure
that, even now, it would not be pos-
sible for the Congress and the Patriotic
Union to seriously consider the desir-
ability of rendering the community
quite independent of future Govern-
ment action in this respect, by found-
ing Indian schools, where they may
be found necessary, to be conducted

} along lines suited to the growth and

P
i 4

needs of the coming generation of
Natal-‘Indians. - If the "Goverhment
is not alive to its duties in regard to
British Indians, at least those f:adians
themselves should be alive to their
duty to themselves and to the import-
ance of their own interests. We trust
that such a scene as was enacted last

-1 week in the Supreme Court will not

be re-enacted for many a long day, and
that 1t will serve as a warning to. the’
community for its future guidance,

I

Canim Berry on the Crisis

Replying to a letter in the Zrans-
vaal Leader by Mr. ] 8. Preddy,
of Germiston, Canon Digby M.
Berry says :— S .

The letter ol your correspondent,
Mr. J. S Pieddy, does not touch _the
question whether the policy of the
Government ‘toward British Indians -
residing in the Transvaal is just or
wise.- He is only solicitous, apparent-
ly, that this policy should not be .
“reversed or-relaxed,” for fear of
the elfect upon the native population. -
This way of looking at the subject is
as old as Pharoah and the Israelities,
and its result then was the ten
plagues,. Buat what-T cannot get over
1s the suspicion, almost amountiog to
conviction, that we are treating with
injustice and tyranmy some six or
seven thousand people, whose legal
right to live here is as unjuestionable
as our own. It would be a real relief ~
to me'to be shown that my suspicions _
are groundless, becayse, .as a citizen
of a democratic State, I cannot avoid
some measure of responsibility for ~
what the State does, But this is my
present view of the case: 7That we
have induced thése British Indians to
obey a law which they detest by lead-
ing them to believe we were going to
repeal it, and, having gained our.
point, we are refusing to repeal it.
Furthermore, that we are refusing to
allow them to import halt-a-dozen ed-
ucated countrymen of their own, and
so practically excluding most of their
children from the benefits’ of edica-
tion, because most of them have the
samie objection that we should. have
to sending their children to African
schools. The. only way to goven
thousands of people who have no
vote is to consult with their acknow-
ledged and respected leaders, and in-
stead of doing this we are sending
their acknowledged and respected
leaders to work on the public roads
m the garb of fclons. - If these are
not the facts, I. should be thankful
to learn what the facts are, - Provided
we do justly, we can trust in. Provi-
dence ; but if we defy justice we shyll
bring retribution upon ourselves.

Wirlng oUT THE PrisoN TAINT.
The greatest good the Sufiragettes
are doing in their prison visitations is
that they are destroying the ‘blight of
irrevocable dishonour attached to the

fact of having been i prison.~—Qusen
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At the Heart of the Empire

P A Monthly ’Surv’ey
- London, Oct. 1, 1908,
Liven to-day the usual heading to
this Letter hardly fits the case, for
although I find myself back in lon-
don once more with the familiar
grooves of work stretching out Lefore
me, it is only a week ago that T was
being bufletted on the North Sea on
my way home from Scandinavia, and
therefore 1 cannot™ pretend to give
readers of IND1aN OpiNioN a sutrey
of what has' been happening at’ the
Heart of the Empire during the past
‘month.  Still, during the few days in
which I have been picking up the
- ordinary threads of daily life, much
has happened that'may be of interest,
. and so, with my wind relieved by this

concession, I will try to bring you in..

to touch with what is'going on hére.
Suffer 'one more intetlude, I pray,
Imagine me in the beautiful . city of
Stockholm ; I had been enjoying an
afternoon in that wonderful and un-
ique open-air ihuseum, knowmr as
Skansen—a museuns which. interests
without tiring, and about which I
may perhaps write to Inprax Opixtox
one day. Dark clouds gathered ‘to-
wards evening, blotting out the brl-
liant sun which had driven me to the
shady part of the park during the
.afternoon, and as I was being hirried
" across the interveninyg stretch of water
between Skansen and the city in one
.of those busy littlé ferries which
-render such good sérvice in Stock-
- holm, the big drops of a thunder
storm began to fall.
reached my hotel without serious

harm, and entering the- Reading |
Roomn, -lighted upon a belated copy

of the Dadly Marl. 1 turned over
its pages with only the ‘holiday”
intefest of one who for weeks had
been cut off from English—or even
. foreign—newspapers. Somehow, after

the first few days of such a holi--

“day as I have been enjoying, .one
finds the mew daily interesis so ab-
sorbing that the ruental focus changes,
‘and the events of the great world be-
yond grow distant and dim. How-
ever, my languid interest was sudden-
ly stirred into something nrore vigor-

- ous when I caught sight of an article,
headed, “A Bonfire” It was. that
article which revealed to me the con-
-dition of affairs with regard to His
Majesty's British Indian subjects in
the Transvaal, and, in fact, in South
Africa. ~ Since that day when the
storm drove me indoors at Steckholm
I have been gradually coming into
‘souch with press articles -and letters
cn the subject, until to-day’s news
-completes the sad story by telling us;
on Mr. Gandhi’s authority, that de-
spite their sufferings and losses, Brit-
ish Indians.are determined to con-
-Yinue the struggle agninst colour pre-
judice for conscience’ sake. [hat
events have come to the present pass
15 serious and deplorable, and the

Fortunately I
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direction in which tliey are tending is
-dangerous enough, in all conscience,
for a halt to be called. This would
be the -only brave and generous and
righteous way of acting, in order that
facts may be faced fairly and a just
modus operand: take the placeof pre-
judice.  Although my duty towards
INpraxy Oriviox does not set poli-
tical discussion in the foreiront of
this communication, I cannot relrain
from expressing sympathy with those
who are engaged in this- struggle
{ranght with vital consequence tothem,
and I would send a message of hope
that their sirength may not fail in the
evil day. Thousands are watching
the course of this struggle and not
one, whatever be his personal opin-
ions; can deny that India’s sons are
showing courage and grit.

_Concerning Congresses
Congresses are certainly the order
of the day ; no matter what the sub-
ject of interest, people are found who
are willing to come'from all parts of
the world to take counsel together on
the matter. . Oue substantial good
must result ; whatever differences of
opinion may be expressed and dis-
cussed, men of different nations come
to know and understand each other
better, and even if they agree to
differ they are more likely to respect
the convictions ‘'of a man’ they have
seen and heard than “to wrile him
‘down an ass,” as might very well
be the case if he were.a complete
stranger. . :

Within the last fortnight two Cong-
resses of great importance have taken
Place in England; at Oxford the
History of Religions was discussed,
and in London we have had a not-
able international gathering, which
has been occupied with considering
thie best and most practical means for
inculcating Moral Lducation. The
Moral Lducation Congress is the
first of its kind ; England and Lond-
on may feel proud that it has taken
place here, and it is probable that
other nations will follow England's
lead. I must give one or two facts
about each of these gatherings.

The science of religion has bzen
called the youngest of sciences, and
it is a mark of the progress in liberal
thought that a Congress such as that
which brought together at Oxford
hundreds of. delegates, professing
widely different creeds, for the pur-
pose of discussing scientifically the
forms and development of religions,
could be held and that in spite of
divergence of opinion everyone was
desitous to hear the facts of the be-
liefs of others. The outstanding fea-
tute of the Congress is the demon-
stration of the inter-relation between
religion and every aspect of life. Sir
Alfred Lyall, who was 1’{£5|d_ent of
the Congress, emphasised in his pre-
sidential address. the connection be-
tween religion and politics, espeqlally
in the West ; Count Goblet d'Alviella,

of Drussels, said that comparative
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religion could not be separated from
such subjects as psychology and
sociology, and, according to Dr.
Tylor animism is now to be regarded
as a kind of primitive philosophy.
Professor Gardiner, Principal of Braz-
enose_College, and chairman of the
local Committe, remarked in his ad-
dress of welcome that because there
was in all religions a great historic
element, the study of the history of
religion outweighed in interest alt
other branches of history. And he
went on to observe:  “ All religions,
however they nway differ in value,
have certain, features in common, and
owe their power over mankind to the
relations which they bear to some
sides and faculties of the human
spirit. Most of us have a religion
which we treasure, but we cannot fully

understand it unless we investigate

other religions which on one point or
another bear analogies to it."”

This was the key-note of the Con-
gress, and so it is a matter of no sur-
prise that the unanimous pronounce-
ment of those who took part should
be that its success has been most
marked, whether trom the point of
view of the character of the papers
read or from the point of view of Ox-
ford's hospitality and
The Religions of Indiza and of Tran
formed one section of the Congress;
Buddhism and Islam also found able
exponents, Mrs, Rhys David's con-
tribution to the Oxiord Congress was

one of her characteristically thoughi--

ful and able papers, with the title of
“ Knowledge and Intuition in Bud-
dhism: ” By the- way, the Buddhist
monk, once known as a Scotsman of
the name of Macgregor, and who has
this summer been promulgating Bud-
dhistic -teaching in England, was
present at the Oxford Congress.
Sir Allred Lyall's Presidential address
was largely concerned with religion
in India; he devoted some consider-
able space to the complete- neutrality

of the British Government-in India’

on religious questions.

The Committee of the Oxford

Congress promises a full report of all-

the papers delivered—about one
hundred and forty, I believe—and I
think some of the discussions will be
included. The Committee of the
Moral Education Congress went to
work in a different way and published
beforehand 2 volume containing 'the
papers to be read at the cost of five
shillings. In many respects it was a
wise foresight, as also the summary
of the printed papers which enabled
a visitor, or a delegate, to choose
what was specially interesting to him
or to her. Professor M. E. Sadler
was a most sympathetic and inform-
ing President and the Congress drew
its members [rom all parts of the
world, east and west. Among the

| questions” which came before the

Congress was that of dual education,
that is, of training girls and boys to-
gether. I found recently in Finland
that the system has been adopted all
over the country and is workin . with

sociability. -
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marked success. - But conditions in a
srarsely inhabited country—oniy three
mnillions in all—can hardly be com-
pared to those of densely crowded
area, and although dual educaticn
has much to recommend it—Am rica,
by the way, goes in lor it hot and
- strong—one niust not be blind to the
fact that it has the defeis -of ils
qualities. There can be no doubt,
1 think, that the association of girls
and boys from the lowest forms up to
and through the Universily course, as

is the case in Finland, tends to pro-

. duce a_comradeship which is excel-
_ lent, and acts as a stimulus in many
ways. -
It is impossible to cover the widé
ground of the Moral Education
Congress in. a_ brief paragraph,
but two bread principles may be

" noted. There seemed to be a gen:
eral desire on the part of all the edu-
cationists assembled to inculcate the

. idea in the minds of the youngest
children of social duty and subordina
tion of individual benefit to the good
. of the community, One of the lady
speakers insisted that children should
be made to feel that the order.and
progtess of the schoal depended up-
on them as much es upon the
-teachers, and she considered, too,
- that they should have the opportunity
ol exercising free will, whether for
‘good or ill, in school life, Then,
too, there was no dispuling the fact

_ that the child must be reganded as a
soul, not merely abrain ; (that it is not

enough to cram him full ot lacts, but -

~ every ennobling instinct and emotion
must be developed, - It was also in-
sisted that in teachers personal char-
acter and cap:bility and taut were as
important as a brilliant degree. OI
* course the actual imparting of religi’
ous instruction was a subj ct which
called forth the most diverse opinions,

~gathered from both theury and prac- |

r_‘ticg. Many held_ that children re-
,quired the teaching of a personal

God as the inténtive to gouduess ;- '

others considered that moral instinc-
tion should be directed simply to-
wards making a child realite his duty
towards family, country, and bumap-
ity. Whatever the individual opininn,
_evaryone must recognise that the
emotions play as important a part in
lifo-aw the intellect, and at the found-
ation of all human beings there is thi
vague u?\\'ard Rspiration and longing
i

-which. nds its best ex, ression in
worship, )
New Books

- Among  rerent publieations of
books of Indian firterest, mention
wust be made of the tollewing :
“ Orientdl Cricne,” by H. L. Adam
(T) Wernet Lautie; London; s, 6d.)
I Whieh India's system of derling
with Halsfactors {a ireated ; ¥ 'Pha
‘Creed 8l Buddhag, " by the ddthor of
¥ The Creed of GRrst  (John Lihe,
London, ks, net)

- ' Wheat ationg Yhe Tares;” Stud.
les of Buddhisut 6 Japay by thg

in the .Imperial University, Tokia.

{Macmitlan 3s. 6d. net.) ~
“The Heart of India,” by Dr

L. D. Barnett, I'rofessor of Sanski.t,

University College, London, (Julin

Murtray, © Wisdom of the East Se:-
ies, zs. net.) B ‘
“Selections (rom the Travels and
Journals preserved .in the Lombuy
Secretariat,” by G. W, Forrest,
{Bombay, Government Central Press)
“The Philosophers and the French
Revolution ” by P. A, Wadia, S:cond
Edition. {(Twies of [Indic  Office,
Bombay, 4s. 10d. post free irom
London). o o
“The New Spirit in India,” by
Henry W. Nevinson- (Harper -Brus,
105, 6d. net.) .
“The Hindu at Home,” by ihe

‘Rev. J. L. Padfield. Second Edition..

(Simpkin, Marshall, 3s. 64, net.)
*The Mikirs:” From Papers ol
the late Edward Stack, 1.C.S,, edited,

Charles Lyail,
net.) ) )
“The Meithis, " by T. C. [Hodson.
{David Nutt, 75.6d. net.) .-
The October numb.t of the Baiwk:

“ The Recent Indian Currency Crisis, »
by Mr, W. . Hackett. :

To-day ar announcement is maide
that Mr. John Murray, in ¢onjunction
with th: Z¥mes w.ll publish by com:
mand of the King a new aand poputlar
edition of the “Lelters of Queen
Victoria® The book will be a marvel

with sixteen 1Hustrations, and com-
plete text< net price six ghillings !
- T, © OB3ERVER,

‘The Co!b*-.zr-F._al!acy.

e ——y

_Mrs, Amiia Besaot's Views.

. Writing in the Theosophis? vn her
recent tour .in Australia,. Mrs. -Annije
Besant, the Prusident of
sophical Sozivty, says;— ‘

- 0ue sees. here the result of the
power passing into the hands of 1he

momentary adventage without thought
of the remoter - consequences; the
thinking 0-ly of Australia and not of
the Empire, the hatred of coloured
races. One looks furward and sees
the Australans themselves becorning
yellow undzr the play of elimatic
influences, and wonders how they will

 then keep a " white Austtalia Py tiany

of llem are wheddy Riuch yellowet
Whan the hotthern tidiana whonmi e
bx ludy,  Ard vhe thinks dthlisediy,
that IF Jesus Chtist should come thiy
Way.HeH\vbuld ba prevented from
Iading by the Augtralian law, One
dotbts il 4 white Australian should

cBfisisténtly worship A  coldures
Bavidgt, d - l:l de

Rev. Arthur Lloyd, M.A., Lecturer:

arranged, and supplemented by Sir’
(David Nutt, 75, 6d.

ers' Magazine contains an article on-

of cheup production>—three vulumes, -

the Theo-.

ignorant—~the - hasty snatching at’ a_

ParsiAszociation o'f_Eu'rdpe"'

The following repurt ot adianer
recently held by the Parsi \3$ocia-
tion "ol Lurcpe appe.rs in e Lim s
of the 16th Sept :— . | ST

- The Parsi_Association of Lurope
hell a banquet in celebration of the'r-
New Year on Sunday last at the
Criterion Restaurant, which was- at- .
tended by all the prominent members
of thz P.rsi communily,. resident. or
on- a _visit here; and a number of
Enylish, Ilindy, .and Mabomedan -
guests.  Sir M. M. Bhownaggree,
K .1, the chairman of the Associa-
tion, who presided, in giving the.
toast of “The King, the Queen, and

the Royal Fam.ly,” said that their

Majestiis, as well as the Prince and
Princess of Wales, the Duke of Con- -
naught, and other -membets of - the .
Royil Family, had to the futlest ex-
tent ihaintained the noble precedent
established "by " their late beluved
Queen:Emgpress of manifestirg a lively
interest in the welfare of the people
of the Indian” Empire. - The speaker
‘had, during the past lew weeks, heard
froin numerous loyal and responsible
Indians the expression of a. confilent -
hope, based on the widely ent.rtained
ippreciation of the keen Interest thus
cvinced by the King-Emperor in his -

- Indian dominions, that his Majesty -

would ot be unwilling to respond to
a ditect appeal to solve the complex
problem of the treatment ¢l his In-
dian subjects -in his South African
Colunies.. He had no hesitation in,
referring to this hope, for it showed
how deep was the confidence ol his
Indian subjects in his Majesty’s re-
gard for theit welfare. It proved that
when the people of Intia felt that _
Parliament and statesmen- had Fiiled
after yeus ol endeavour to secure
them redress against harsh and irritat-
ihg treatment inn a part of the Empire
and I deprivat'on of those rights and
privileges whuch had been” assured to
them by repeated pledges of the

| Crown, ‘they yet entertained a Erm:

faith in the commanding influence of-
their beloved Suvereign to obtain for
them that elcmentary justice and fair
treatment to-which every British suh-
ject was entitled wherever the British
flag flew. King Edwatd V11, had
been deservedly’ acknowledzed to
have done ‘more, pethaps, thaa any
Sovereign of any country or any age
10 secure the blessings of peace
throughout th: world, and it was only .
natural that many milllons of his,
docile and loyal ‘siibjects {n India
should how look o his Majesty to ex:
eit his-persondl influence to remove
ihe indighities and hardships which
were beidg inflictéd ipon Hiem by af-
othet sinall section ol hiz subjectd,
dnd 36 restord peace between the guis
Iying portions of bis dominione, - It
was o Siteh fitd faith that the de
Votion ahd luyalty of the people of
Indid to thelt Soveralgin’s pefson and
Thtoneé wWéke BHased; dnd He asked

thein 16 Honguk the toast with eAthu.
stisse . .
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"« Indian Law-Breakers”

—

Undd? the abuve heiding appears
. thz fulluwing letter Irom Mr. Robest
Suthsrtand in the Kand Darly 3lail

Althoush eountries ke Russia,
_ ‘Turkey or Venezuela might with pro-
Erie!y.ex 1ct such Astatic lwws a5 have
e=n lately passzd, and are being at
-present administered, by the Transval,
they would be unable to enforze them
agdinst” British. Indian subjects. It
would raise sich 2 storm of indigna-
tisn and protest throughout Bagland
and India that they would be dropped,
or there would be war. .~ -

11 Prosident Kruger sent Mr. Gandhi’
and ‘other high-class educated British,
Indians in prison gub to break stones
on-th: public roads ol the late Repub-

lic for no better reason than they have
been convicted ; if he treated lndian
wumen and children with the inhuman-
ity which an eye witnzss states he saw
- d.né at one of our-frontier towns, and
- foreed Hindusand Mussutman political
- prisonersto eat fat or starve; if he put
- mén born and bred on the plains of
India in jce-cold water on a winter's
~ worning in this, {0 them, rigorous-
. climate, and mide them go for a full
hour in puris naturaibus, it woulld
" Jead to an tltimatum {rom the British
Government, which would put a .stop
to it in twenty four bours: Yet this
British Culony of eighteen months
gid, wh'ch has scarcely shed its politi-
-cal swaddling cluthes, does it with im-
panity. When infurmation of this kind
leaks outit is' the eustom to put up.
some interested petty offizial to deny
it; but an independent doctor who
“exunined the man has certified that he
was suffering from pneumonia, which,
1. think, curroborates the statement.
Canon Beriy in a letter to the press’
_has-pinted out that for Indians to eat_
or Luch fat was a mortal sin, and that
it was treatment such as the prisoners
‘m:twith that led to the Mutiny. "It
is. even .worse than that; for the
s.1diers who mutinied were not made
. to-eat fat, but to bite off the end of a
castridge which was suppcsed to have
been lubricated with oil,, - '

A trader who apylied for a traders’
_licence, and was refused because he
~wauld not give finger-prints was sent to

pris- nrfor trading without ote, and the
. work h2 was put to was to empty and
clean the sanitary buckets of the other
prisoners, or what is kaown in-India
"as mehler work, and when he was
leaving he was told, he says, that he
was warned not to come back again ot
else he w uld die, We see batches of
these Ind ans being sent to prison
_atmost daily fot the same reason; and
in a short tiine the gaols of this country
will be filled to overflowing, and there
is nut a real ¢riminal amongst them.
They nre law-breakers, but let us ex
amine what is the nature ol the law,
1t is one compelling them to register
by the giving ol finger-prints, which 13
\ipheGessary, for they have fegistered
twice already, and the giving of finget-

prints they tegard as degrading and a

_|'pra tice applicable only to gaol-birds

iu this country. criminals in lndia, and
murderers in China - The other oly) x
tivn is the disabilily and insult which
the law offers to high-class Indians by
their total exclusion, and 1 will give
an illustration to shsw the reason-
‘ubleness of the latter objection.

An Honoured Guest

This summer amongst a number of
.other high class Indians who visited
England was the Prime Minister of
Nepal. Vhen he arrived at Duaver he
was met by Lord Charles Beresford,
representing the British people, to wel-
come him to England. After a short
1est Lord Charles escorted him in his
Launch round the Channel Fleet which
was lying off Dover. He was alterwards
the honoured guest of thé King, Prince
of Wales, Prime Minister and the
highest in Enzlish society daring his
sty in England. Sogposing he had
come to the Transvaal, he would bhave
been met at the Dyver uf this country
not by General Smuts, but by a police
man., He would be told that by the
laws of this éountry he was a prohi-
“bited immigraut,-and that he could
not enter.- If he explained that he was
only a visitar, he would be told that
he could not enter till he got a permit,
and if it was granted him he would
have to carry it always on him, and be
liable to be asked for it by any p.iice-
man he met, like a convict at large
on ticket-ubleave.” Is such a lawas
this' necessary ? It is not only un-
necessary, but fatuous, contrary to
this country’s best intervs's, and in-
"sulting to Indians of all classes; and
also to Anglo-Indians wh- have asso-
ciated -with them and who have
received India’s bospitality. = The
well:to-do people of India wholive on
the plains migrate periodically during
the summer haat te the hith3, or go to
England and the Contlhént and spend
‘money thers: Bime of them have
costly establishinents which they keep
up’ta the benefit of the country and |
the. institutions in the neighbourhood.
The climate of England, or even that
of the Riviera, could not offer them
sunshine and a climate so suitable as
that of South Africa, and by coming
here they would avoid the disagreeable
voyages up aud down the Red Sea in
summer. 1f the people of this country
did not act as il they were a race of
secluded, sacred white Lamas, they
would weclcome them instead of slight-
‘ing and insulting them, a3 the present
laws of this country do. Mr. Gandhi's
crime which he is expiating by break-
ing stones on the streets of Volksrust ]
m @ dreis ornamented with broad
arrows is practically a protest against
these odious laws. There are in
India -gentlemen who rank much
highet than the Prime Mioister of
Nepal, who has laely been the
honoured guest of England, and there
are several who -take precedence at
.the Court of St, James; of any in this

The Sop of a Prime Minister

Mr. Gandhi, the convict of this
country’s laws, comes ol the same
class as the Prime Minister of Nepal,
and his father when he died held the
same rank, being Prime Minister of
one of the States of Western India.
Mr. Gandhi himself is a man of high
educational attainments, a barrister of
the Inns of Court and a man of high
moral chanucter -and exemplary lile.
He was born a 1lindoo, but he has
taken for his guidance what is best in
all religions, including Christianity,
the essence of which he has practised
more strictly than the majority of
nominal Christians,

The Magisteate, when passing sen-
tence, we are told, remarked that he
was sorry tu see a2 man who was an
‘advocate of the Courts of this country
in suzh a position, and had he been
in his private house instead of on the
bench he might, with equal apposite-
ness, have added that he was ashamed
of administering 2 law which com.
pelled. a ~high-minded patriot to
immolate himself in the interest and

Ehonour of his country and country-

men.

Indentured Labour -

Des-ribing his impressions of a visit
to the Kearsney Estate, a Transvaat
Zeader representative says :—

Threare 120,000 Asiatics in Natal,

but only 26,000 of these are indentur-
ed, and only 8,000 of these latter em-
ployed on the tea and sugar estates.
I'he rest are employed on the rail-
ways, in the Public Works, and by
up-ceuntry larmers,  Apparently the
last-named  witbbold redistribation,
fearing the Asiatie policy will be re-
versed. ‘The leaders of the tea-and
sugar int:rests seem, like the leaders
of the mining industry on the Rand,
willing to trust their industry to the
Central Parliament, confident that la-.
“bour anil other matters. will receive
justice ; but "they are unwilling that
the Central Parliament should deal
with purcly local matlers.

‘The heat in most of the processes
of tea and sugar preparation is terrific,
and the climate thereabouts is moist
and steamy. Itseems doubtlul whether
Europeans would be able to perlorm
the work, while certainly the praduct
would have to receive 4 huge bounty
to enablecompetition with the Asiatic-
grown tea and sugar from elsewhere,

" The Asiatic men and women seem

wretched enough, but the children re-

gard many of the processes atas it

.ot pastim, and [ observed no sign of

fear ol ovetseérs among them,

_ T'he Asiatics work resignedly at 170

i the shade. The planters insist

that the tabouting Asiatics are totally

difficrent lrom and never merge into

the trading Asiatics. o

Except at Paarl I have seen no-
where in Ssuth Africa such close

cotintry, yet to the highest ihe Trans-

vaal laws offer the same insult.

cultivation ase.ofi ihese estates.
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. A Striking Letter-
| To the Tramsvaal Press

- Mr. H.S. L. Polak, on the znd.
inst.,, addressed the lollowing letter
to the Transvaal Press :—
At the end ol last week, Mr. Imam
" Abdool Cadir Biwazeer, the respected
Chairman of the Hamidia Islamic
Society, representing the Indian
Mussulmans of Johannesburg, was
, sentenced, together with three other
gentlemen, to six wecks’ imprison-
ment with hard labour as prohibited
immigrants, I understand that, at
“the end of theit term of imprisin-
ment, an order for their deportation
from the Colony will be put into
operation.. Mr. Imam Abdool Cadir
and his compatriots, however, have
been wrongly sentenced, the Court
having unwittingly made a .mistake
through lack of information. . The
four gentlemen were registered, under

- - the system of voluntary registration,

some time during ths: months: ol
February to May last. Their regis-
tration has been legalised under the
- pew Validation Act. The fact that
their registration cettificates are des-

troyed is not to the point, because,

so far as the Act is concerned, it is.
the fact of registration thit counts.
‘These gentlemen crossed the border
to Charlestown a few days ago, and,
on their return, were regarded as new
entrants.  They rufused to produce
their certificates and to furtheridentify
them:zelves, ‘and, accordingly, they
were regarded as prohibited immi-
grants, and sentenced as
- although, as I have belore remarked,
they are not prohibited immigrants
at all, their rights being fully safe-
guarded under the new Act. .I men-

tion this case, becavse it shows how

- impassible it is for the Government
to administer its present policy with-
out being guilty of gross errors of
commission and omission. I would
add that Imawm ° Abdool Cadir

" Bawazeel has already served a sen-
tence of imprisonment with hard
labour, for hawking without a licence.
He is a priest, but, wien he saw his
humbler brethren suffering imprison-
ment, his conscience urged him to
share their suffering, he himself took
up the hawker's basket, and he was

- promptly sentenced. As a priest, he
is a poor man, and, as a devout
Mussulman, he has been content 1o
leave his family, frusting in the pro-
vidence of his Maker.

A few days afterwards, a number of
other prominent Indians left Johan-
nesburg for Charlestown, and, on

- relurn, they also refused to give their
names or to'produce means of identi.

+. fication. They were, however, not

molested, on instructions. trom Pre-
toria, although it was utterly impos-
sible for the examining officer to
satisfy hims:If that these gentlzmen
were those referred to in bis instrue-
tions. There is nothing whatever to
prevent other Indians, who have not

such,”
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1 been in tﬁe Colony bzfore, from’

entering in this manner, and, appar-
ently, the Immigration Officers-at (he
border are prepared to admit them
without . question, it this may be
regarded as a precedent. This is

tration of the new Act and the JTmmi-
gration Act can be paralysed, so long
as the consent of the Indian com-
muuity to their proper operation is
not obtained. . :
There is a -little .boy in Volksrust
Gaol. He is 12 years old. He
ertercd with his father, who was

regarded as a prohibited immigrant.

Buth were sentenced as .such, the
[ather receiving one months’ imprison-
ment with. h-rd labour, thz boy
receiving a fortnight's imprisonment
without kard labeur. Both, of course,
were subject to a deporation order,
The little boy was formally deported
by the police Iust Fridiy to Natak
He was utterly .alone in the world, he
had no [riends, he might have starved.
Fortunately for him, however, he had’
courage, common-sense, and a sense
of fihal duty. He refused to be
parted from his father, returned
immediately to the Transvaal, was.
re-arrested, and is now enjoying the
gaol atmosphere at Volksrust for the
period of one mouth without hard
labour. - Even little Indian children
have the courage of their convictions.
{t can be imagined what spirit moves
the community as a whole, when the
children set such an example as this.

To-day, some forty Indian hawkers
-in Johannesburg, another sixteen in
Germiston, and several wmore in other
Rand districts have gone to gaol for
trading without licences. Thwy have
gone there joyfully, They have prayed
to have the opportunity of going to
goal, and, in their view, their prayer
has not been uttered in viin, ~ ' .

I was present at an Indian meeting,
yesterday, when the strongest argu-
ments were brought forward to induce
the people to surrender. It was with
the greatest difficulty that they were
stilled’ from openly insulting the per-”
son who so advised them ; and they"
broke forth into enthusiastic cheers,
when they were asked if they were
prepared, notwithstanding this advice,
to continue to the bitter end.

It seems to me that there is an
appalling igiorance, on the part of
the Government, in regard to the
hature of the British Indian, and
almost as appalling’ an indifference,
on the part of the Transvaal public,
in regard to the true nature of, the
struagle that is now pro~eeding. Per-
haps these incidents-will light n the
darkness a little, .

A ReioY or TrErkor. The daily
Press report that the Durban suburb
of Cato Manor is inlested by gargs of
robbers, misked and - armed, who go
about at niglit murdering and tobbing
poor Indizn firmers. It appears

that the polise supervision is Lotally
Inadequate, :

another instance of how the adminis- :

-

'-The Hamidia Islamic.
Society’s Meeting - .

E thusiasm asd Resolul'ﬁﬁs-

[SeEciar To Inprav Oeivion]

~ On Sunday last, at the hall o.l'-the'

'Hamidia Islamic Snociety, a meeling

of members was he=l3 in.connection
with’ the receat imprisonment with

‘hard labour of Imam Abdool Cadir

Bawazeer, the Chairman of the Society. -

"Amaong those present were Messrs:

Omarji Sale, {the Acting Chairman),
who presided, Moulvi Hajee Abmed
Mukhtar, E. S. Coovadia, M: P.
Fancy, M. A. Kajee, A. M., Cachalia
(Chairman of the British Indian Arso-.
ciation), Essop Ismail Mia {ex Chair-
man ol-the British Indian Associa-.
tion), E. M. Aswat, Mulji G. Patel,
M. M. Khanderia, H. M., Gandhi,.

" G.P. Vyas, and H. S. L Polak.

Mr. O.arji Sale, in opening the
proceediags, outlined the circum-
stances of Imam Abdool Cadirs
arrest and imprisonment; and Mr.
Shihboodeen Hgosen proposed: the
following™ resclution, which’
seconded by Mr. H. D. Maal, and
supported by Mr. Ebrahim . M.
Aswat :— - T o
. “This meeting of members of the
Hamidia Islamic Society ~hereby
desires to congratulite Imam Abdool
Cadir - Bawazeer upon his imprison-
ment with hard labour for six weeks,
for the sake of our holy cause, and
desires to tender its deepest sympathy
with Mrs. Abdool Cadir Bawazeer.”

Mr. A, M. Caclialia, Chairman-of
the British Indian Association, next
moved the following resolution :—

*This meeting of member; of the
Hamidia Islamic  Sociely hereby
respectfully urges the Imperial Gov-
ernment to take such steps as will re-
sult in a seltlement satisfactory to the’
members of - this socicty, by urging

.upon the Transvaal Government the

need of granting the two requests pre-
ferred by its membears.”

It was seconded by Mr. M. A.
Kajee, 2nd supporied by Mr. Essop
Ismail Mia, ex Cha'rman’of the British
Indian Assaciation, who was alter--
wards presented with a silver medat
by Moulvi Saheb, on the occasion of

‘his departure for Mecca tlie following. ~

day. After this resolution had been
put and carried, Mr. H. S. L. Polak
and Mr. Thambi Naidio addressed -
the mecting, the former at consider-
able length reviewing ‘the present
position, and urging upen those pre-
senl to ‘continug the struggle to the
bitter end. His appeal received an
enthusiastic_reception. e

Resolution 3 is as follows :—m

“This meeting uf members of the
Hamidia Islamic S)ciety hereby re-
quests “the 70 millions of Indian
Mussulmans to call urgent mezetings
all over India, wherever Mussulmans
congregate, to protest ot the treatment
ol their brethren apd co religionists
in the Transvaal.” ’

was -
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‘1t was moved by ‘_’.\Ioulvi Saheb |

Hajee Ahmed Mukhtar in an eloguent
speech. It was seconded by Mr:
Abmed TFalim, and supported by -Mr,
DildarkWan Osman Khan, -
_ Mr. M. P. Fancy moved resolution
4, as follows:— - o
 This meeting of members of the
Hamidia Islzmic Society hereby ten-
ders its respectiul congratulations to
the Transvaal Government upon the
" arrest and imprisonnmient of its res-
pected chairman, thereby enabling
. membersof this society to demicnstrate

that each one of them is a leader in a

righteous cause.” . - - .
This was seconded by Mr. Suli-
~man Casmat, and supported by Mk,
Suliman’ E. Suji of Vereeniging. -
"~ Mr. E. 8.<Coovadia’ then movcd
the mih resolution as follows :—
. #This meeting 6f members of the
Hamidia Islamic Society hereby
" authorises -the acting chairnian and

-_secretary to forward copies of the pre-. )
ceding resolutions to'the proper quar.

- ters.” - , o
This was seconded by Mr. Ahned
Mia, and supported by Mr. Bhaijee,
- At the conclusion of the proceed-

ings, which. had  throughout -beea.
enthusiastic, Mr. Polak read telegrams.

of sympathy from the Natal Indian

Congress and the Rhodesia Indians,.
- informing the Transvaal Indians that

“ they had~cabled protests.to, London
and India, _
cluded by offering a few words. of
congratulation _and ~ sympathy -~ on
bebalf of the Hindu section of the
_communily, ' -

%

(.

Restr_fCting Educgt’iop

B T Age Limit for ;__ln‘dians'

Siuprems Const Ap;')licition-

In the Supreme Coutt, on the'zgth

ulto., Mr. Tatham, K.C., moved for-a.

‘rule restraining the Minister of Edu-
-cation.and the headmaster of the lo-
dian Higher-Grade .School, Durbar,
_from discharging certain _
- threatened with dismissal on reaching

- the age of fourteen years.” 'This,

- counsel said, was to be, done by way
of retrerchment, but he argued that

any sach action would be w/tra orres..

Tiere was nothing in the Act. to
_justify it, and, while the granting of

the order asked could do no harm to-

“the Government, its refusal might
seriously affect the pupils.  Verbal
‘notice had been given to several of
the pupils-at the beginning -of the
month.: | - - - =T
: -';hejCourt' expressed disapproval of
ex” parfe orders, -saving wh\en -they
could not possibly do. harm, _In the
. present case, the granting of the order
ntight:seriously interfere with the dis-
cipline of the school. The applt-
. cation was relused.—7 mmes of Nalal.
[We have since heard that the Gov-
emment have withdrawn the notice.
—E4d107, S

Mr. Mulji G, Patel con-’

‘|- tons.
kop, has been sentenced at Volksrust

pupils

Notes on the Ttaﬁévaal
Struggle

.(FROM QUR CORRESPONDENT)

Imama Abdocl Cadir

" Every Indian in South Alrica is re-
joicing. at the courage displayed by
Imam Abdool Cadir Bawazeer, and
latighing at the ridiculous pocition in
which the Government has placed it-
self, owing to the imprisonment of a

‘man who is an authorised resident -of-

the Transvaal. From Durban comes

‘| the ‘message, in the pame of - the

Natal Indian Congress, to the effect

that the Congress has cabled te Lon-

don 1n his regard. From Sclukwe,
_Rhodesia, the Briiish Indiam Assscia.
tion has received a message to a
-sumilar eficet, :

At Volksrust
Hira Muilji, who was recently sen-

tenced to 14 days' imprisonment,

without hard labour as a prohibiled
immigrant, having entered with his
futher, was last weck deported. lle
would have been left to.starve, so far
as the Transvaal Government was
concerned, as he had no ftriends in
Natal, -Brave boy that he is—he is
only rz2 years old—, he returned im-
mediately, was_promptly re-arrested,
charged, and couvicted,, receiving a
seéntence ot one month- without hard
labour. , One would think that offi-
cials would blush at such cruelty as

.} imposing imprisonment upcn a child

who has entered the Colony witlr his
father and under his father's instruc
Mr. E.- M. Cajee, of Paarde-

to pay a fine ot £ 10 for trading with-
_out a licence, the fine to be reccvered
by distress levied upon his goods,

. Oa Wednesday at Volksrust 34 To-
| dians, who entered the Cilony fiom

Natal the previous night, were con-
victed -as prohibited immigrants,
They were among those who were
detained on the- hulk at Durban.
‘Five were boys and twenty-nine were
adults. - The latter were sentenced to
a fine of £25 or to go-to gaol for 2
months with hard labour. Three ol
“the children were fined - £15 cr sen-
tenced to two months without hard lab-
our, One was fined £'5 with the al-
ternative of 14 days hard labour, and
the fifth was discharged. Three of
the boys convicted were 10, 11, and
12 years ol age. They all went to
gaal. . )

" The Kathor Mcelieg '
Mr. Peeran Mahomed, who pre-
sided at the public mecting of 2000

people, held at  Kathor, Ilombay |

Presidency, recently, has received I!u:
following  telegraphic  acknuwledys
ment from the Government of India,
in reply to a telegram sent by the
puhlic meeting" on that occasion :—
«J am directed to acknowledge the

receipt ol your telegram dated the

]

ist instant addressed to His Excel-
lency the Viceroy, -regarding the
(Transvaal) imprisonment of Indians
by the Transvaal Governmeat. [ am
to say that the matter is receiving the .
attention ol the Government of India,
who will use their best endeavours ta
secure sympathetic treatment to the
British Indian subjects in the Trans-
vaal.” - )

_ - Public Feelng i Indla

It has been sugaested that public
feeling in India in regard to the
Transvaal is not nearly so acute as
has Leen represented. The following
impartial statement made by the
Bishop of Lahore at Preston, Lancs.,
may do something to create a differ-
ent impression :—1{ in any European
State to-day Englishmen wefe exposed
to terms of residence similar to thase
imposed upon Indians in the Trans--
vaal, it would- be considered a casus
Aelle. - It was extraordinary that what
we should resent at the hands of a
foreign Power should be inflicted up-
on {cllow subjects within our own
Empire with England powerless 1o
prevent it, India was” f[-eling the
restlessness as Japan and China, and
and the resentment at the treatment
of their “fellow-countrymen in South
Africa was more acute in India than.
Englishmen imagined. Nobody could
prognesticate what was coming to
birth in India to-day, and he trusted
that ingland would deal justly, wise-
ly, sympathetically, and honourably
with one- of the. brightest ornaments
in her crown,

At Barberton

Inview of the appeal lodged in the
matter ¢f Moosa Ismail Mia's convic-

| tion, the other prisoners have also de-

cided to pin their faith to the deci- .
sion of the Supreme Court and many
of them-have since been released on
bail. Although notice of appeal has
been lodged in the case of the others,
I understand that all are working out
of doors in prisoners’ costume. Essop
Dbhaijee, who was recently sentenced
to a month’s hard labour for bring in .
the Transvaal without a registration
certificate, and who was deported two
or three days ago to Komatiepoort,
returned immcriiately, was taken to
Baiberton, but, for sume unexplained
reason, was teleased.  Evidently the
Governnent realised that a great m's:
take has already been made, or. has;
committed a worse one. ‘

g

False Permits Et Seq

It will be remembered that, some
time a0 a Chinaman was arrested at
Yolksrust for entering the Colony on
a permit which was not hisown, He
was charged and convicted as a pro-
hibited immigrant, afterwards being :
deported, the assumption being that
he was never in the Transvaal before,
and bad no right to be here now, and
i had acted fraudulently. Itis a cur-.
’ b
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ous coincidence, perhaps' to be ex-
plained by the Registrar of Asiatics,

- that this same man entered the Col-

. ony again a few

days ago on an offi-
cig] document, dated the 26th in-
stant. We understand that it is a
* voluntary registration certificate which

- has beeo issued to him.

! e mp——

Licensing Cases

On Monday, forty hawkers went to
gaol in Joharnesburg, beirg sen-
tenced ta seven days' hard labour
each or a fne of 1 each, which
naturally they refused to pay. Scverak
of them ‘were second offenders, and
‘pointed this out to the Magistrate,
asking for a heavier sentence, One,
indeed, sugpested that he m_lght_be
allowed to spend six montbs in gaol.

" Mr. Cross; who presided, did not see

- ~'relusing to pay a five,

.

1

his way to actede to the request ard
sentenced all alike. The work of
dealing with hawkers who are, at the
same time, passive resisters is so
heavy now that it is being dealt witl
in Courts C and D). At Germiston,
on the same day, 16 men went to
gaol for a similar offence. Filteen
-received 1o days’ hard labour or 1cs,
fine, the latter, of course, pot being
paid ; whilst one, who was a second
offender and insisted upan this state-
ment being made to the Magistrate,
was fined £ 5 or sentepced to spend
"a maonth 11 g;ml with hard, labour.
This brave man’s name is Govinda-
samy. He insisted.upon being driv.
en to the Court in a cab, althcugh be
was very ill.  Such a spirit as his
should do much to inspire the com-
munily, At Krugersdorp, there have
been twe or three cases where Indi-
ans have gone to gaal fur ten days
rather than pay fines. At Roodepoort,
Mr, Ebrahim. Mahomed was  scn-
tenced to 7 days on MAonday for
7 At Pretoria,
last week, ten bawkers were convict-
ed and sent to gaol for three days
with hard labour, One paid his fine;
the others went to gaol without de-
mur;  In the.case uf Alli” Esse, who
- was rtecently fined 5s. for trading
without a grocer’s licence, in Pretoria,
. an_appeal has been noted on the
ground that.the Municipality has nat
the right to impose a tox «of this
nature, and that no breach of the law
bas been comiritted. - On Tuesday,
a. dozen” hawkers were arrested at
. Johannesburg for trading without li-
© cenves; and sevetal were relezsed,
one having alecady setved two senten-
ces, and being anxious for a third.
On Wednesday last 7o more hawk-
crs were sent to gaol at Johannes
burg, N

The Price of Outspokenness
Alet Westen of Potchelstroom con-
Jtains the following from Mr. J. J
" Hartley, referring to the Rev. F. K.
Meyer’s attitude with regard to the

Asiatic question :— ‘
The position is always thus. The
poor South African cap never do any-

thing gond  Flis bitter experience of
many many years are not taken into
consideration; he must” suffer and
remain silent under all offences. But
the man ' who makes a short journey
through -the country, gives his judg-
ment and is applauded and believed.
. . Shuli we sit s:ill and allow
the Africander to be oppressed and
our Government to be brought into
contempt by the continual disturb.
ance caused |y the coolie and his
English iriends?  Wake up before it
is too late ! ‘The coolie is doing: his
utmost to carry his point.  Let us be
watchful Lo retain our Abraham's
birthr:ghts apd nct hand them aver to
the children of Ishmacl, 1 the
caolie gains the victary, what will be
the impression among the natives in
this country, who already have their
eye on the franchise and all the rights
connected with it? _ :

—————

" “The Real Reason

Speaking at a meeting at Vulks-
rust the other day, Mr. Jouben M.L.A.,
in reply to a question, said that,
regarding the Asiatics, ‘some years
ago they were weak, but now they
were giving the Government a lot of
trouble. They could not be thrashed
out of the country as they were under
the King, and were British subjects.
The Government had a rnight to im-
prison and deport them, but they
came back, and he did not know how
the matter would end.. He was cer-
tain, howcver, that the Government
would be firm as they ‘had the sup-
port of the whele of the country..

. Immediately following him, M.
Robertson, M.L.C,, said that all real-
ised that this wasa dificult questian for
‘the -Goyernment. The Indians were
very unwise in defying the law, with
the object of obtaining sympathy from
outside, ‘The Gouvernment was anxious
‘to get rid of as many of them as

culties in the way. It was na fault of
the Government that the ‘matter .was
still going on, and they should urge
'thc Governnient ta carry out the law.
They as a people were determined to
see it out. - {Cheers.)’ The Indians
were hitting their heads ageinst a
stone wall, but they would be com:
pelled to give in. :

Thcre is nothing like knowing what
~was really bebind the anti-asiatic leg-
-islation, and we do nat ask for any
better  authurity than that of two

gentlemen who sit on the Government
benches. ' '

¥

J. hanncsburg Mass Meeling

The British Indian Association -of
the Transvaal desires to convey to Ias
dians through ut Soulh Africa its
deep gratitude for the warm sympathy
display-d by them on the occasion of
the Juhanoesturg Muss Meeling last
Wednesday.:  Their messages have
greatly encouraged the Traosvaal In-
diaps, :

possible bl there were great diffi-’

L .
Mr Essop Mia's Departure
"“Mr. Essop.Ismail Mia, th> ex-.
Chairman of the British Indian Asso-
ciation, left fur Mecca vn Moinday -
last. ~ He was seen off at ParkStation
by several member of the Committee
of the .Association, includipg Mr. -
Polak. “ -

1

‘Letter from Sir Charles

Bruce

" ‘ Sir Char'es Bruce, writing fo the

Mormng Post, cn the 1st ulto., says:
. You have on maore than one ucea-
sion done me the honour of admitting
to your columns letters I have written
on Culonial subjects. 1 shall be glad
if you wiil allow me to say a2 few
words on the subject of the British
Indians in the Transvaal. Much con-
troversy of late is tending to confuse
the issue, and I will endeavour to

_explain the exact nature of the claims

made by the Indians and urged on
their behall hy their friends m this
country. The.gricvances at the British
Indians  fal under’ four heads—re- -
striction ol immigration ; methods of .
registration; civil disabilities in respect
of residence; trade, education,-and
the use of facilities ¢l locomotion by
road ‘and railway; exclusion from
municipal and political {ranchise. As
regards. the franchise it is accepted
that the Indians are at present ex-
cluded by the interpretation placed
on the terms of the Treaty of Vereenig-
ing.' It is not, for the time, a questiun

at issue. In respect of the restriction’

of immigration the real question has
unfortunately heen obscured by a °
lalse issue. It has constantly been
asserted that a claim is madefur
unrestricted immigration. Even belore
the war, at the Colonial -Conference -
in 1897, -reasenzble restriction en-
forced -by reasonable methods was
the claim advanced by Mr, Chambar-
lain, and since the Treaty of Vervenig- °
ing no ¢laim for. unvestricted immi-
gration has ever-been advanced either
by the British Indian community or
on their behalf. It stands to reason
that wholeszle inmigration would te-
prejudicial to their interests. They
claim only right of entry for those
who can establish 3. fegal domicile in.
the Colany whenever they choose to
avail themselves of it; and fof a
certain numbsr of edycated Indians
entitled to enter under the educational

.and moral tesls required by the immi-

‘gran_ts.’ Restriction Act, This claim
is made to secure the admission of

-lawyers, doctors, priests, and teachers; |

and otbers whom the community
decm necessary to preserve them
from the communal degradation add
eventual. extinction which would be
the: result of the disabilities under .
which they lie in respect of education
and other vital interests to which I
shall refer. The quastion of methods
of registration has dons more than

_anything else to confuse the real .

issue in this controversy. When in
_ ¥
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January- last a compromise on the
subject ‘of registratian by-finger-marks
.was effected, it was declared both in
Parliament and in the Press that the
. British I&dian diffi;ulty in the Trans-

vaal “was settled. - The question of

finger-marks was never m re than a
subsidiary question, and the com-
prowmise has been denounced by the
“Indians. on' the ground that they
agreed to it under a-misunderstanding.
I am not going to confuse th: is ue
by discussing this misunderstancing.
Let it ‘be accepted as a duma fide
misunders‘anding onbuth sides, What,
i¢ important is the chiim now made.

It is claimed that the methods .ol

registration agreed to in the com-
promisg—and these are nut disputéd
—should be accepted in the case of
‘all “Indians éntitled to enter the
Colony- whenever they may deem it
necessary to ex<reise the right. The

_principle baving been admitted it is"

“onlya question of the limitation- ol
vpportunity—of what may be -called
a time limit, There remains the really
important question which has b.en
clouded out aof sight hy subsidiary

coniroversivs-——the temoval: of dis-.

abilities—apart from- the Iranchise

The Indiang claim to be relieved irow |-

. all degrading disabilities in respect ol
tenure pf property, residunde,.iride,
the education of their children, the
:use of public- vehicles by r.il and
tram, the public post offices, & In
the matter- of this chim all -that. is
-advanced has been summed up in the
watds of Colonel Seely when, in-the

House of C-mmons on July 31, he:
declired the policy of the Government

to be “that if any one is admitied
under thz British Flig- he must be a
potential citizen, and wust sconer or
later be given equal rights with gther
men.” I have endeavourad to make
clear the real issues in-the case of the
claims of the British Indiaus in. the
Transvaal. " _Therz does not seem to
be one which has not been accepted
in principle by His M.jesty’s G .vern-
ment. 1 think I may add that th-re’

does not seem to be ope which is not

approved by the nation without dis-
tinction of pol tical parties.

~—

"Answers o

. Co:re pond ents}

Jouy SraLky. With much of what
yeu write we heartily agree, but on
the whole, and especially in view of

- the length of your lotter, .we think
that n> good purpose would be served
by its publication. We thank you,
however, fur your frank expression of
opinion.—Ed. 1.0, ;- :

. -

H Sc rzigr (\Wyxe iRG). :
with yau that. lndians should talk less
and dg¢ more in connexion with (the
Transvaal ‘struggle. You should do
your ntmost to induce your breihren

W subscribe liberally to the .funds of

. the. Transvaal British Indian

_ Associ-
ation.—E, 1.Q, - . . :

1

We agree’

Press Comments on the
Supreme Court. Decis’on

- The Zimes of Na‘al, on the 29th
ulto., wrute as follows on the Supreme
Court decision in regard to the applhi-
cation ol the Transvaal Indians to
‘be rcléused from the detention hulk :

We carnot see that under existing.
“conditions the Asiatic .policy of the
Trnsvaal Government i any concern
-ol Natal officials. Nur can we see
why Indian immigrnts tn route for
the Transvaal should he peniised by
the Nuatal awh rities in anticipation
Fof the immigra~ts’ refusal to conform
with the laws ut the "I'ra’ svaal.  Fue
ther, we do not thirk that it was ever
intended that the discretion ry prwers
vesled in the ‘Tmmigration Officer
should be “exreisod as they were
exercised in the | rosentinstanc Th-
legality of the prucieding may be un-
q 1estioned, but its propr.ety s-ems to

| us more than duubtlul,

s

Undet the hading: of * A Fuada-
mental Matier,” the Zrensvaal Leader
writes — .

The judgment del'vered- by the
Supreme Cowrt of N wal in the cose
of the detained. Britwh Lndians. af
which an avcuunt 19 g ven «lsewhere,
is of signifi-ance thr.ughut the Em.
pire.  The facts are simple. The law
“authorises. the Transvaal Government
tu tuke certain steps against Bri ish
Indians in certiin circumstances. O1
course, these steps cannot be taken by
our Gaveinment until the Indians are
in our terr'tory. Despite this, cur
‘Government apparen:'y made private
representations to the Adminisiration
at Marl zhury, asking that Adminis-
tration to render ussistance in prevent-
ing these people coming to this colony,
This the Natal Government agreed to
“do—and has bad its fingers smarily
‘rapped ip conscquence.  Mr. Smith,
the Principal Imurigration Restriction
Officer, appears to have received
written instructions from Maritzbu'g
authorising him to detain and deport
any Astatics who refuscd to apply f(or
tegisiration - at  Durban—which, as
negd bardly be said, th.y cannot be
made to dJ by our Government. Mz,
Simith acted upon these instructions
in connection with the airval- of
Transvaal-bound Indians on "bsard
the Gowverncur; but -Mr. Romor
Robinson applied for an injunction
from the Chiet Magistrate’ at Darban
againyt Mr. Smith, calling upon him.
to refrain from detention or deport-
ation until the Indians’ status had
heen defined by the Supreme Courr.
Vesterday the Supreme -Court con-
firmed this injunclion, with cwis
pgainst the Govemnment of Natal.
That is to say, the. Court affirms that
the Government of the Trarsvaal and
the Government ef Natal cannot car-y
out secret agreements to override the
 luws enacted Ly their respective Parlia-
ments. If the Nata! Parliament chose

to give the Natal G.vernment prwer

to stop at Natal ports people wha said
they were bound for the Transvaal,
that, no doubt, would be another mat-
ter. "As it is, irrespective of the meri‘s
of the controversy between the British
Indians and our Government, we ima-
gioe that every lawyer in South Africa,
and cvery other petson who has a
regard for law and liberty, will r¢joice
at a judgment which vindicates aftesh
the elem:niary rights of membets of
the British Empire.  *“ The courts of
just.ce in Natsl or anywhere else,”
sa'd the Chief Justice of Maritzhurg ,
(we quute the Szar's report), “had o -
be absolutely uninfluenced by potitical
tons'derations or by regard to the
constquences that might result from
Jr cisivns—dr cisions which were based
upon the Lw they had to administer.”
This r'ngs as fine as that old Prugsian
st. 1y about Frederic the Great's
tiratening a miller that he would
lake his mill from him because it was
an eyesore from the palace, and the
miller's replying that the King wiuli
do nothing of the sort, * for th re are
Judges in Fedlin” “ There are Judges
in Maritzburg evidently.”

Indian Trading at the
' - Cape ’

\

Commenting on the report of the
Selecl Commitiee which recently in-
quired into the working of the 1mmi-
gration Act and the general Dealers’
Act of Cape Colony, the Fimes of
Natal remarks :— :

It is worthy of note by the anti-
Asiatic extr. mists ol Natal that, while
the Cape v gorously excludes Asiatics

‘from entoring ths Colony, it does

not sitearpt to apply repressive laws
nzainst those Asiatics who have .in
the past been permilted to take up
their residence in the colony. . , .

Afur quoting from the Sonth Af-
rican News that * [here was a
curious consensus of evidence to the
effect ihat frequently the Indian trad-
er sold goods beluw cost price, which
can orly be explained oa the hypo- .
thesis that- thcre was  dishonesty’
somewhere, either in the mude ol ob-
taining the goods originaily, or in the
mode ¢f their dusposition, or in
realising the goods and leaving the
wholessle _merchants wopaid,”" our
contemporary concludes: The remedy
fur all this is obvious——to keep the
Asiatic out, in the first place, and,
with regard to those who have been’
allowed to come in, to enforce the
ordinary lavs in such & mnner as to
compel the dishonest cr insanitary
Indian t» mend his way or close his
busines=.  Mer ly 1o suppress an- In-
dian be aise he is an Indian, and for
ny other reisen, is a particularly
uy'y form of inj st'ce, although some
sevk to jitstify 1t in th 6 eclony on the
gronndds of  seil) reservation Wil
1he same dor trine be preached if, as
is wost probable. the natives ever
ent: ¥ into serious industrial competi-
tion with the whies ?

1
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s British Indians in the
‘ Transvaal '’

 Important Memorandum

Issued by the London Committee

The lollowing important memoran-
dum bas been issued for publication
" by the authority of the South Africa
British Indian Committee
. In the controversy regarding the
position of British Indians in the
- Transvaal, two questions have been
raised : T
1. The identification by means
of registration of Asiatics already
domiciled in the Colony.
2, The control of future Asiatic
" immigration. ‘
As to (1) : Resident British Indians
declined to conform to a Registration
Law which received Imperial sanction .
on May 2nd 1go7 because’ they
deemed it insulting and reactionary

and believed that their acquiescence |

ia the principle it embodied, would
" open the way to the imposition of
- stitl further disabilities..” = .
‘On May gth 1907 they entered up-
‘on a campaign of pfssive” resistance
and between that date and tie end of
January 1908 went to gaol in large
numbers and were, “apparently, pre-
pared to continue this form of protest
aimost indefinitely. ~ On the 26th
January-- 1908 their leader, Mr.
Gandhi who was then in gaol as a

passive resister, was invited to cém- |

municate to the Government a pro-
posal of voluntary registration *in
place of compulsory registration un-
der the Act. This course the com-
munily had already repeatedly pro-
posed, pointing out that their objec-

tion was to the sting of compulsion. .

A letter signed by Mr. Gandhi and
¢ two of his fellow prisoners was, in
response to the above invitation, for-
warded to Pretoria. A reply to this
dated the zoth January was received
{rom the Colonial Secretary. A per

sonal interview took place the same.

*day, the prisoners were released, and
-much correspondence and many in:
terviews subsequently took place be-
tween Mr. Gandhi and General
Smuts. Mr. Gandhi contends that
the net result of all this was an under-

- standing that the offensive Registra.
- tien Law should be repealed. Gen-
- eral Smuts denies that he intended-to
- convey .any such impression. The
Asiatics - practically all succecded in
establishing their dona fides and laith-
fully carried. out the undertaking of
their leaders to register voluntarily.
Learning eventually that General
Smuts had finally decided not to .re-

- peal the Registration Law, suchre-
peal being the goal aimed at by them,

- they applied for the return of their
applications for voluntary registration
This was refused and as they under-
stood that a Bill was about to be in-
troduced to validate the voluatary
registrations as if they had bLeen

retuibed to the sfalius

. S, .
“effected before the expiry of the time

(three months) allowed by the Regis-
tration Act, the. community felt that
the only way to avoid being brought
under the Act was to destroy their |
certificates. ‘This they did and so
que ante.
This Validation Bill was subsequently
amended and has since been enacted
by the Transvaal Government and
sanctioned, legalising the voluntary
registrations, ‘but the original Regis-
tration Act is still retained on the
Statute Book and thie British Indians

“decline to be satisfied with -anything

less than its repeal for much -the
same .reasons as.they originally ~ad-

vanced against it, - .

Asto{2): Upro _Iauua:y' of this
year immigration into the Transvaal
was regulated.undéer the Peace Pre-

“servation Ordinance which in géneral

terms, excluded péople dangerous to
the peace, order, and good govern-
ment of the state. Shortly alter the
sanction of the Registration Law
above referred to (May 1907) a new,
Liomigration Law was enacted and
submitted for Imperial sanction. It
was not, however, finally. gpproved

‘till about ecight months afier the

satiction of-the. Registration .Law.
The Immigration Law defined a pro-

hibited immigrant as bcing in éffect.

a person incapable of passing an
educational test and who, on that ac-
count, or on the score of poverty,
imreorality, -criminality, or physical.
unfitness, -was an undesirable. . In ad-
dition to these tests :— T

“ Apy - person who, under ahy

"la\'_v in force at the date of his.
entering - or attempting to enter’

‘this -eolony - would be liable—if
found therein; to be removed
from or’to be ordered to leave

the Coloay whether on convic-
tion of an offence against such

law or for failure to comply with

its provisions or dtherwise ; pro-

- vided that such conviction be
not the result of the commission

- by such person elsewhere than in
this Colony of an cffence for
which he has received a free

-, pardon” ) . !
was also a prohibited - immigrant.
Thus an educated Indian entering
the Transvaal would, as not being
registered, forthwith become liable to

expulsion:- .
It was pointed out at the time that
the ‘sub-section” above quoted might
in conjunction with the ‘Registration
Law be construed to neutralise the
benefits of the educational test in the "
case of Asiatics. As, however, the
British Indians had firmly decided
not to accept the Registration Law,
this particalar “sub section was, from
their point of view, innocuous. They
had all along accepted the principle
of restriction provided that it was ap-
plied in a2 manner that did not
pointedly insult them. There was,
and is, no objection to the education-
al test being made very severe, but,

without any desire to influence any
Turther  Asiatic immigration,  they

—_—

claim that their own hgalthy.ex-iélence'

‘in_the colony demands that the dgor

shalt be left sufficiently open to ad.
mit, as of right, a priest,..a- doctor, 3
lawyer, or such other-highly-fducateq
British--Indian in-‘order that they;
themselves, may not become decad-

ent or be ultimately * frozen out.”

It has been contended that passive
resistance has been resutied because
the > Transvaal Goveriment having
now conceded the-original demands,
other cancessions are being reéquired *
of them, and that the admission of

-Indian strangers who. are capable ‘of

passing an educational test in.an
Europexn language -is such a new de- -
mand. ) - —
The only modification of the Immi. -
gration Law suggested by the Indians -
came dbout thus :  During the nege-
tiations between "General Smuts and
Mr. Gandht, and when voluntary reg- -
istration bade fair to rcach a satis- -
factocy completion,  the -~ question
arose as to how such voluntary regis-
tration should be legalised,. sceing
that as previously explained, the time
prescribed by~ the Registration Act
had expired, and Mr. Gandhi still ex-
pected that the Act itself would be
repealed.  Mr. Gandhi suggested as
a simple and satslactory method a

-slight amendment of-the Immigration
‘Law, which, while it retained the

definition of prohibited immigrant,
cxcludéd from that term those who
had taken out voluntary certificates,
as-well as domiciled absentees who

'shotld, within a certain peridd, vol-

untarily apply for. them. General
Smuts appéars to have had no objec-
tion to this course provided that Mz, -
Gandhi consented to a further amend-
ment completely shutting out -Indjan
strangers ifrespective of their educa-
tional qualifications as imposed by
the Act as it then stood. He was
willing to repcal the Registration Law
if Mr. Gandhi would consent to such
an amendment. Mr. Gandhi declined,
arguing that he had bargained for
repeal of the Registration Law upon
one condition viz, voluntary registra-
tion, which condition his people had
practically fulfilled and that if there.
had_been a misunderstanding and re- -
peal was not to take place, he must
Tevert to the staius quo ante, General
Smuts, he argued, was at liberty to:
construe the Immigration Law as al-

‘ready shutting out all Indians as such,

by reading it in conjunction with the .
Registtation’ Law. " He declined to .-
do this; preferring to read the Imii-

ation” Law by itself, and the con: .
struction that he pliced upon it 'was
that Indians were by its terms .undef’
no other disabilities than any other™
class of would-be immigrant.- * ¥
; To test this contention, Mr. Sorabyji, ‘
an educated Parsee from Natal, un--
dertook to” enter the Transvaal, |
Notice was given (o the authorities of .
bis intention ; he was permilted to.
eiler: and was then prosecuted, hot
under the Immigration Law, but un-
der the Registration Law,
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The only test.case brought by the
Government under the lmmigration
Law, that.of Lalo 9. Rex, would ap-
pear ‘to_bear out the contention of
Mr. Gatdhi and not that of General
Smuts. In the latter case the Appel
Iant failed because it was proved that
he was upable to fulfil the require-
ments of the cducational test; {.e., to
write out from dictation a sentence in,
an Europedn language. The British
Indians ackrowledge that the Valida-
tion Act is a considerable improve
ment upon the Registraticn Law No.
2 of 1g07. They hold, however, that
the -retention- of the latter on the,
Statute Book-of the Colony is a con-
stant menace to their community, but
the principal ground cf their objection~
is that if the Government of the
Transvaal are correct in their inter-
-pretation of- the bearing of law 2 of
1907 upon the Immigrants’ Restric-
tion Act, the domiciled community
are completely. debarred from rencw-
ing the-incvilable wastage in their
_body cotporate. They point aut that
‘the inability ‘ta replace priesls,
teachers, lawycers, doctors; and other
professional men of education and
culture, must eventually result in com-
munal deterioration, corruption, and
final effiacement. They recall the re-
-peated warnings -in certain quarters
that registration is but a_preliminary
to other and yet more drasiic steps,
the ultimate purpose of which is to
‘get rid of them altogether and they.
regard their isolation under the Reg-
jstration and Immigration laws as the

first stage in what is finally to be their.

complete destruction or decay. Their
demands are very modest. They
“have expressed themselves satisfied
with the right to acquire 2 maximum
of six highty-educated Brtish Indian
recruits in any one year, which claim
is maie in the interests of the resi-.
dent community. - They point out

“that they .are fhereby claiming .no-

‘more than is conceded as their right
by Colonel Seely in his® speech on
August the 1st, in the House of
Commons, and further that the Regis-
‘tration and Immigration Laws are of
. the nature of a subtle and deadly
poison. with which they have been in-
occulated in spite of their protests
and that those Laws are, therefore, in
direct antagonism to-those-rights that
Colonel Seely conceded to be their
due. - ‘. N

They appreciate the provision in

S

" the Validation Act whereby the Gov--

‘ernor may permit the entry of visiting
Asiatics, but they point out-that tem-

_ porary parmits of this character have’

“all-.along been obtainable, so that
“this constitutes no -new concession,

“but they especially. emphasise. the
ditfzrence between the status of such
visitors and of new-comers, however

. few in number, who might-enter as o
right inasmuch as the former are un-
able to engage in any independent
calling,and*areliable to the summary
catieeliation of their permits.

) " The Precis

26th, 19o8.—~Lgtter ad-

January
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Sec_rctary suggesting voluntary regis-
tration be allowed within a limted
pericd to all Asiatics over 16 years,
and to all.who so register the Act be
not applied. Such mode of registra-
tion should apply to those also who
-being out ot the Colony may return
and otherwise possess the right of re-
eatry, the Government to take what-
ever steps they deem advisable to
legalise such registratiom. It is point-
ed out that opposition 1o the faw was
principally directed. againgt the ele-
ment of corhpulsion contained in the
Act itself, The letter adds willing-
ness to find a way out of the difficulty
provided that “n¢ violation of con-

casting stigma on us.”

- Interview at T'retoria between Mr.

Gandhi and General Smuts. -
JANUSRY 3oth, 1908.—Reply of

Colonial Secretary. -That in default

4 of Registration under the Act which

is no longer possible alter the exhira-

retary can only accept registration in
aform similar to that prescribed by
the Act and subject as regards regula-
tion to.the small alteration you men-
tion. : o
JanUary 3ist, rgo8.—Letter from
Mr. Gandhi to General Smuts refers
to a conversation with Mr. Chamney

with the Colenial Secretary ; saw his
Private-Secretary but not the Colonial
Secrctary himself, explains that im-
'pression now made ou his mind is
that Registration that will now pro-
ceed will be legalised under. the Act.
That at that interview. with the . Col-
.onial ‘Secretary, Mr, Gandhi did not
understand any such thing at all and
that the ‘joint letter from-the gaol
- makes that clear, He requests re-
assurance on this point and says that
to-legalise voluntary registration un-
der the Act would be to re-open the
question at the sorest point. -

"4 You were good enough to tell me
the meihod of legalisation’ will be
discussed later on between us. I
have already suggested -that the best
way to do so would be.under the Im-
migrants’ Restriction Act by amend.
ing it so far as may be necessary.”
© Javvary 31, 19o8.—Wire from
Mr. Lane to Mr. Gandhi.

“ Your ‘letter -received. - Can you
come over by the 11.30 train to-day
-to see my chief 7. Answer please.”

+ Interview follows. T
* TEBRUARY Ist, I ga8.—Cablegram
from Mr. Gandhi to the South Africa
British Indian Committee :—*-Com-
promise contemplates repeal Act and
same-as voluntary offer before.”

" FEBRUARY 15t, 1928.,—-Letter -from
Mr, Gandhi to the South Africa Brit-
ish Indian Committee :—At the cnd
of three months if the registration is
not satisfactory, tbe law can be made
16 apply against those who have not
registered.  Oa the other hand it is
understood that if we fulfil our con-

-

dressed from gasl to the Colunial

science, infliction -of- indignity, or

tion of the notice, the Colanial Sec. | under the Law. . . .

after which he sought an interview.

tract the law will be repealed by

amending legislation. A Bill will be -
introduced at the next session of
Parliament legalising what has becn
done.

ISpiax’ OrixioN, Februagy Sth,
from the ZTransvaal Leader: *“The
compromise contemplates the ultim-
ate repeal of the Act which was the
soul of the objection.”

Interview with General Smuls,
Star ol 1st February: * These peo-
ple have insisted that Jefore they reg-
ister, the law must be repealed, ™ but
the Government has refused, as it
considered it a preposterous proposal,
:.m'd now the Indians have dropped
i

. FEBRUARY 10th, 1908.—Assault.on
Mr? Gandhi.. Registration proceeds.

FERUARY 1oth, 1908.—Speech by
CGeneral- Smuts at Richmond :— .,

« He wanted them to scrutinise
very carefully the terms. T
The first was that the Asiatics
wanted to register voluntarily and not
So he,
(Mr. Smuts) said *alright! The In-
‘dians’ second- coutention was that
they would never register until the
Law had been repealed, that the Law
was an indignity and a disgrace. He
has told them that the Law would
not be repeated so long as there was
an Asiatic in the country who had
not” registered, and, like wise men,
the leaders of the Indian community
had waived the question of repeal,
Until every Indian in the country had .
registered, the Law would not be re-

pealed.” - o

FEBRUARY 15th, 1908.—Letterfrom
Mr. Gandhi to the South Alrica
British Indian Committee :—* The
repeal of the Act was the fixed goal
undertaken in the name of God, so
far as I am aware, in making for that
goal we have never swerved from that”
path, and have we not reached the
goal in the least possible time angd
with the fewest scratches ?” i

Fenruary zznd, 1908,  INDIAN

“"OpINIQN reports satisfactory progress

of voluntary registration. That. ten
finger-prints are now freely offered be-
cause it is being recognised that the
whole struggle was in connection with
the Asiatic Act itself and not with
the mode of identification. Reports
that up to Saturday, 1-o’clock over
"6oo0 applications had been rccl:eived.

FErrUARY 22nd, 1908.—Mr. Gan-
dhi to Mr. Smuts. In accordance
‘with permission given by him now
takes opportunity of sending’ Draft
Bill 1o amend the Immigrants’ Re-
striction Act No. 15 of 1907. The
time is ripe to submit it, inasmuch- as
there is cvery . cvidence now of the
Asiatics loyally accepting the com-
promise. Mt Gandhi explains. his
Draft Bill and that, * If there are any
Asiatics who do not avail themselves
of the voluntary offer, that even.
against them the Asiatic Act will not
need to be retained, because. by the
Amended Bill he is submitting they .
become 1450 facto probibiged immi-



R

_ INDIAN ‘OPINION

NOVEMBER 774, jlgo's; -

_ grants and therefore liable to an ex-
pulsion order.  His Bl proposés to
repeal tnfer “alia the Registration
Law.”

MakcH 7th, 1908, —INDIAN OPINT-
‘ON reports up to Sa'urday last over
3400 applications for registration
have been received.

Marcu r12th, 1908, —Reply from

. the Colomal Secrctary to Mr. Gandhi.
Much obliged for Drait Bill. Nol
yet lind tinse to go into the question.

MARCH 14th, 1908, —InDIAN OpIN-
10 reports about 4.900 applications
- for registration received. ;o

APKIL 11th, 19o8.—Ixnran OpINt.
on repoits 7,607 applications, 4 590

* permits issued. o
Pretoria News praises the Indians
for their readiness in earrying omt
their pledge, ) ;
May oth, rgo8.—Period for volun-
tary registration closes. 8,000 -odd
applications have been received ;
6,000 already approved and passed.
1np1an OriNion calls upon the Gov-
" ernment to do their share and repeal
the Asiatic. Law Amendment Act and
. to legalise the registrations in 2 man

ner acceptable to the Asiatics. “The

Colanial principle having been ac-

cepted by the commuoity, there is no

nued for further [riction,

© Mavy rath, 19go8.—Mr. Gandhi to

General Smuts. . Letter,

That ‘he has received a telegram
from tha Registrar of Asiatics sqying
that all Agiatics who at the time of
the compromise were outside the
Colony and whao are now coming in

“and who have armrived alter the g h

instant, should apply under the Act.
My, Gandhi writes :—'* | am sure you
do nat mean this at all after the clear
statement in the lkttcr addressed by
me from the gaol. 1 venture tu hope
that the necessary instru ffions will be
issued and that voluntary registration
will be accepted from thise who may
now came in.”

May 13th, 1908.—General Suuts
to Mz, Gandhi (through Mr, Lane).

Replies that he canpot agree with
Gandhi's contenlion. Says that the
arrangement was that all Asiatics
over 16 should be allowed voluntary
registration within three months ; that

. the period allowed having elapsed,
 further applications can only be
- received under the Law,

T MaAr 14th, 19o8.—=Mr. Gundhi to.

Mr. Lane, {fcr General Smuts),
Replies that the letter just received
raises & tremendous question and
gives ris: to a preat misunderstanding
. Adds that the limitlations only applied
to those then resident in the Trans-
vanl. Rerminds the General that in
his original lettery Mrn Gandhi pur
pastly added tho, words * Such mode
uf Feglstration should apply to those
_alsg who, being out of the Culany,
© may teturn, and otherwise posscay
“the right of rawentty.! Hua ropeats
that tha essence of the eompromisg
in that the underaking of the Indian
community being fulBlled &y . he

)
v -

claims hais been .
be repealed ; refers 10 the Draft Bill
he has forwarded to the Colonial Sec-
retary. Requests telegraphicreply.

May 15th, 1928, —Mr. Lane to Mr.
G ndhbi, letter stating that the Clon-

inl Secretary cannot depast trom the |

position ke has tuken up, o

_Mr. Essop Mia, Chairman of the
British Indian Association, is v olent-
ly assaulted by Pathans. :

May 21st, 1908, —Mr. Gandhi to
General Snuts, ‘writes that General
Smuts’ decision not to register return-
ing Indians under the Compr mi-e,
has created a turmoil among the In-
dians ; that the people belicve he hay
betrayed them and begs that a wvery
simple thing may be done ; announce
that the Act will be repealed.

Mav z2nd, rgo8.—Culonial Secret-
ary to Mr. Gandhi. Leter in reply
that the General is not able to meet
Mr. Gandni's wishes and announce
that new arrivals may voluntarily reg-
ister. ‘That his decision is final on |
this point. The letter is silent about
repeal of the Act.

Mav z5th, 1908.—Mr. Gandhi in-
tormed of General.Smuts' intenion
to legakse .voluntary registration tin-
der the Act ; communpicates this fact
to the Secretary, The South Alflrica
British Indian Committee, Loadon.

- Mav 26th, 19o8.—Leaders of the
Indian conmunity apply to Mr.
Chamney for return of their applica-

tions for vuluntary registration be- [

cause they have just learned ofthe
above intention of the Government,

Juxg 4th, 1928, —Mr Lane t» Mr.
Gandhi  Writes that the Colonial
Secretary his under consideration a
Draft Asiatic Bill which it is pro-
posed to introdu:e.into Parlisment
at the approuaching sussion and re-
quests Mr, Gindhi tn come over to
Pretoria and diswuss it with him on
Saturday at 10.2.m. " .

Writing to. Secretary, The S.uuth
Africa British Indian Committee, Mr.
Guandhi remarks aprogpas this, that he
gathers that-the Act is to be repealed,
it being only nuw necessary tor the
Progreszives to concur, -

June 61h, 1908.—-Interview be-
tween Messrs. Smuts and Gandhi,

Mr. Gandhi to General Smats.
Latter, in which writer refcrs to the
ab ve interview pointing out that it
was not satislactory “because (Jeneral
Smuts still besitates to Tepeal the Act
and is emphatic that if the Act is not
repealed it is under it that Asiitles
who return aler the sth ultimo, .hu.t
register. The letter continues :—

“The repeal of the Act was the
goat of the Asiatics, I have gathered
also that you admit the Act to be
whully bad and that amendment of
the Immigration Resttiction Acc la
not un undvairabla way of solving the
problom, I once mare remind yuu
of what you told me at_ the interview
op sha subjaot, thas, {f the. Aaiaties
carried out their pawt of the coms
promisz, you would repeal the Aok,

. ‘ ! - ) .,' o . -
done, the Act should | I know you added alsn, that ‘it there.
was oné recalcitrant Asiatic 'who ob.

stinately refused to take out a- tegis.

tration cettificate, you wouldyeniorce .’

the Act against thit Asiatie. Asa.

ma:ter of fuct, within my knowledze
no such recalcitrant Asiatic is 1eft,
1 do hspe you will allos

me to-make a definite stitentent thit

the Act is to be repealed, otherwise I

shill be compelled to lall -back upon

drawal of the applicuion furms”

Discusses the Draft Amaehidmient to

-my letter to Mr. Chaminey 18 to with-

the Immigration Bitl be had proposed. .

juxe 13th, 1g9o8.—Furiher inter-

view between Messrs, Sinuts and
Ganghi. . -

Mr. Gandhi -to Geteral Smuts,
Letter, referring to above inteiwiew ;
to the amendment of the [Inmigration

Act and alter delining the Asintic
position concludes, * I take it that as |

you ‘have promised, you will lct. - me

see the Drait B 1l before it is pub-

lished” . . - -

Juxe "z2oth, ’igo&—[r‘iterview be:

appointment. Mr. Gandhi sequested
to see him again on Monday w dis-

‘cuss- 4 few of the detiils which, in

Mr.. Gandhi’s opinion, * means that
the Act is to be repealed and L have
just to understand how.” = -

The South African Press generally
publish report that the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act is to be repealed.

- June 22nd 1908.—Mr. Gandhi to
Secretary, South Africa British Indisn
Commitiee, wriles :—* Smuts _will
repeal the Act but on conditions
I cannat accept, The conditions he
makes are :(—

Dutch ceitificates not ta

! be.re-
cognised ; -

- - Pre-war refugees who haive not -

Peace Preservation. Certifi :ates,
cannot éntcr; .

Those wolantary application
that hive been rejected not to
be corsidered by .a Court of
Law; . .

Thse pissessing educatiohit
qualificativns are not to be re
-cognised (Smuts thinks they are
disquil-lied - nider the present
At 1 ihiok- thet is pot the
case). )

It i5 not possible to accept the
above conditions becansz | ‘consider
chat they niies the spitt of th: cum-
promise.” - " g

Above letter writtén alter interview
belween: Mr, Gandhi and General

| tween Messrs. Smuts and Gandhi by

Smuts"at which the General' sub-

mitted to Mr, Gandhi the Dralt of a

nieasufe to amend the {m:migration
Actt - J‘

Jusn 0ath, 1pof=ilads Mceting

of Indians, Chairman explaine thai

Gencral Amud’ offer to repeal the
Agt s racompaniud by conditions
imposable ‘of acceptance -Meetin
tesolves to withdraw sheic appli

ations, 7 -
(T¢ do Contimued) .~ -

r
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Opinion in India

Stro_?{g Feeli'g on the Transvaal -
) 2 Posiion ’

The Khatardar (Bombay) wtites
editorially-as follows :— :
There can be no question about the
- fact that the attitude of the TFransvaal
Government towards the Indians is
most unfair and extremely repugnant.
The public opiaion in England—if
there is at all 2 public opinivn there
oit Asiatic affairs; scems to hold- a,
. similar view. In fact no sane man
can think it to be otherwise, unless he
has been misled by onesided and
incorrect stateme 1t from the * wh'te
“colonists.”  The British Indiars are
as much the subjects of the King as
the people who want to usurp the
~ entire.trade and the entire lard of that
" ¢ountry. I (he latter want to make
the Transvaal “a white men’s country™
exclusively, they have full liberty to
a-hieve that object by all legilimate
" means-in their power. But let them
on  no account tyrannise over their
coloured fellow-sul.je ts: Let themrmnot
by a-mern stroke of the pen deprive

J

others uf the rights of true British:

citizenship., The Indians in the Trans-
vaal have in the past always yielded to

the prejudices of the “whitecolonists”

and have meekly submitted to the
humilidtions imposed upon. theni;
but the situation has become intcler-
able now and an incessant campaign
ot tyranny bas driven them to des-
peration.  They have found no other’
alternative but that of making a bon-
fire of iheir cetificates and entering
" unanimously upon passive resistence.
Even a man like H.H. the Agha Khan
. advised the Government of India the
other day in a public speech to adopt
a policy of retaliation it the Transvaal
Government does not come to 1ts
senses by itself. . If the treatment
gccorded to Indians were accorded to
_Englishmen in- a foreign counlsy,

British interlerence and even recourse.

to arms would hoe at once been
Fequisitioned.  Even mishaps and
accidents ty Eurupean Missionaries
have been: enough tu bring foreign

 countries into trouble, In ‘a British-

. Colony, matters sl ould improve. more
‘smoothly. ~Colonisation, in spite_of
self-go* ernment, implies subordination

_to the mother country and o pleading
to allow the South African Colonists
to have a free hand in the settlement
of their interrial affairs should prevent
the Imperial Government from dic-
tating its own terms in the matter
of the British Indians. There can be

no duubt that the matter is.yery im-.

portant and, if remained unsolved any

Aurther; may affect the prestige of

England not only in India

but in
fareign countries as well, -

- Protest ftom Sindh,.

Thé Secretaty, Sifidh Hindu Sabha,
wited the lollowing t& the Tniluent
{Lahote) j»a

) . Hyderabad, Sept. 23

A large public meeting in which
there were tuw students was held here
on Wednesday evening in Holmshed
Hait to protest against the persecution
of Indians in the Transvaal. Mr
Chuhe rmal, Retired Public Prosecutor
presided. :

. The first res lution condemned the
conduct of the Transvaal Government,
sympathised with the Indians and ex-
pressed admiration for their heroism,

The second urged the Imperial
Government to insist on better troat-
ment of Indians.

taliation by the Indian Guvernment,

country continues 1o be dueply stirred
from one end of it to the other with
the sufferings and humiliation to which
our countrymen in the Transvaal are
exposed by a perverse and unbending
Colony. ‘The Bombay Presidency
-Association led the way, and moved
the Government in Engzland to inter-
vene without delay, and the ball set
rolling by Sir Pherozeshah Mehta has
been kept up by othir leaders of
public opinion in ths country. The
Madras Mahajan Sabha has already
sent a telegram to the Secretary of
State calling atwtention (o the ill-
treatment and oppression of British
Indians in the Transvaal, and asking
for justice. We have al:eady noticed
in these columns the sensible and
teeling representation’ of the British
‘Indian Association, Calcutta, and have
now before us simil'r reports from

pur mecting expressed indignaiion at
the treatment being .accord<d by the
Transvaal and exhotted the Indians
in the "t ransvaal to bear their present

The Surat meeting .of all classes of
people express.d *f duep resentnient
dnd disupprobation” at the laid
 punishiments being nieted out (o men

ability among the Indian community

Home Government to save Indians
from - the degrading and unbearable
position they have been put in, and
inviting them to exercisn theirinfluence
with- the Transvaal Government to
_bring about the repeal of the obnoxious
olauses of the Asidlic Registration
ALt

A Sympatlistic Message.

The Tritune of the 3oth Sept. in 2
leading article says ;:—

Sir Geotge Clarke [Governor of
Bombay] may not have the power to
remedy our suffering countrymen’s
long-standing and deeply-felt grievan:
‘ces in the Transvaal, as the matter

Government in  England, of the
Government of India at Simla, But
Sir George at any rate knows when to
put in & word that may soothe the
ruffled feelinigs ol the people or assuags

L}

“Ihe* third_resolution suggested re-

“The same paper reports that the.

Sindh, Surat, and Nagpur. The Nag-,
ordeal with courage and determination.

ol education, position, and réspect-

aitd asked for the ntetvention of the |

obviously rests with the Imparial

-
-

the pain and humiliation they are

undergoing.  And in his reply to the *

tefegram of the Honourable Saiyid
Zain-ul-Edroos, President of the public
meeting called by the Surat District
Association on the 220d instant to
protest against be iniquities being
perpetrated in that Colony, His LEx-
cellency has vnrce more showa that he
can sympathise with the people com-
mitled to his charge. The reply sent
by the Private Sucretary to His Ex-
cellency runs as follows :—

* Mis Excellency has received your

telegram of the 22nd inmstant, and .

sympathises cordially with the feeling
expressed at the meeting.
cellency desires to say that the ques-
tion is one which can be dealt with
only by the Imperial Government
which is doing all that lies in iis
power to secure the just rights of
Indians in the Transvaal; and \hat
the question is not yet settled. His
Excellency emmestly hopes that a
satisfactoiy solution may yet be arrived
at.”

We cannot anticipate the future
course of events, though we have ‘the
fullest faith in the righteousness of the
cause for which our countrymen are
standing up manfully in the land of
valuntary exile, and the ultimate des-
tiny of our people, but it is something
to know. that Sir George cordially
sympathises with our feelings, and has

His Ex-

the courage to say so.. We are assured .

that the Home Government 1s' trying
its best to secure our just rights, We
hope with Sir George thal success may
await thew efforts, for itis idle to con-
ceal the feeling that although on the

‘one hand, England is averse to inter-

{ere in the internal affairs of a Colony,
so far as the gricvances of British
Indian sut jects of the Crovwn are con-
cerned 1n the ‘T'ransvaal and other
British Colunies, the highest states-

manship of Englund is fice to lace’

with an ordeal that wiil severely try its
courage and capacity, and we gan
only pray that it may come out with

flying colours out of the grave ordeal. -

Commenting on this question the
FPuru (Bombay) says :—The Transvaal
difh ulty appears to-be approaching a
crisls, whete it will_hardly be possible
for the Home Government to withhold,
its imerference and maintain ity
honour. ‘Fhe imprisonntent with bard
labour of [our leading members of the
communlty bas brought about what is
practically an exteasive strike ; shops
are closed, and Indians both actively

.and passively refuse to obey the

oppressive laws designed with the sole
object of worrying them out of the
country at all costs—including that of
justice. The resident community has
appenled for ald to India, where, it is-
to be hoped, the Viceroy and Gover-
nots will ropresent the potential dane
gers of the situation strongly to 'Weat.
minster, There is no doubt a3 to
public opihion in India—~even that of
the masees, wherever among them the
situation is understood, It does not
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redound greatly to the ‘credit ¢f the
British Parliamentthat Lord Ampthill's
voice should cry in the wilderness fur

. justice. The whole situation is a most
* disgracelul example of the lenpths ta

INDIAN :OPINION

ers.. And the words of the siern old
Prophet stoed out in letters of fire and
rolled forth in peals of thunder-—

% Is sach, then, the fast which' I |

“ hue and c1;y ”. «f the * Coolie " bait- J '

which a profession of righteousness
and a shirking of its performance can
-be carried.  With high-lown maxims
about liberty the Liberal Government
granted a constitution to the Boers for
- the sole purpose of dodging the re-
sponsibility. for the many difficulties
-which the settlement of -the country
" presented.” We see the results of this
*courageous and enlightencd statzs-
,manship.”

The Voice of th‘ce,‘Pfophet_-

The following characteristic letter’
from Mr. Ritch’s earnest pén was pub--
lished last week in the South African
Jearisk Chronicle :—On the “ Yom
Kippur” day 1 sat in the house of
Jprayer heart-heavy with -the weight of
'sin,. the self humbled with ‘2 sense of

* . human impotence. : :

The morning service was drawing o

“a close, and the * Maftir” was inton-
ing the Pertion from the Prophets with

- characteristic unction. “['he *Maftir ”
was obviously either unmusical or not
in voice ; his personality was common-

" place, the ervironment a typical Lon-
-.don congregation in a typical West
End synagogue. = As mymind became
focussed on the text, the commonplace
vanished, dissipated before the magic
of the stern old Prophets reprool-
and exbortation. The voice was the

- voice of the gratified recipient of the
“ Mitzvah,” but the words were the

. words of the S.er, the Man of Gd.
The grim, long-drawn ‘tragedy cf this
People of Suirows was being foretold
“with scientific precision, the logical
- consequences ol specific ¢auses defin-
ed with mathematical exactness. Tle
d:sp rsion ; the black record of per-
secution and segregation within the
Ghettoes of Medieval Europe ; the

. latter-day Yudznhetz ;- Dreyfusism ;
the vogue of the Pogrom, and similar
phenomena  of  twentieth -century
““rishus™ stoodout in sharp, eloquent
reliel, stretching, so it seemed, ‘back,
back, and still back to the scene and
“hour of the Isaic Prophecy. . Then of
a sudden (how, I know not-—assodia-
tion of ideas, perhaps : Pogroms,—-
Russia,—Refugees, my thoughts turn.
ed 10 South. Africa, my “home " [or
seventen years, and the refuge of
many thousands of prosperous cc-

f

have.chosen ; that a man should
afflict bis soul for a.day? Is it that
he should bow down his Lead like
a bulrush and spread sackelothand
ashes for his couch ? Shall this bLe
called a fast, and a day acceptable
to the Lord? Verily, this fast [
- choose, to dissolve the bands oi
- wickedness, toloosen the oppressive
burtlicns, and to let the oppressed
(slaves) go free ; and that ye should
break asunder every yoke ; to dis-
tribute thy bread to the hungry; and
bring the miserably poor afilicted in-
. to thy -house, when thou seest the
naked that thou clithe him ; aad
that thou hide not thysell from thine
own flesh, Then shall thy light
break forth liké the morning, and
‘thy bealth shall spring forth speec-
ily ; thy righteousness shall go be-
fore thee. Then shalt thou call and
the Lord will answer; thou shalt
cry and "He will say, “Ln, I am
here.” Ii thou remove from the
midst of thee every oppression, the
-threatening finger, and the injurious
speech, if thou pour out thy soul
to the hungry and satisfy the afflict-
ed svul ; then shall thy light rise in
obscurity, and thy darkness shall be
as the noor-day. -~And the Eternal
will lead thee continually, and satis-
fy thy ssul with heavenly splendour;
He will moisten thy. bones; 1hou
. shalt be like a well-watered garden,
and like a flowing spripg, whose
waters never fail.  And they tbat
spring from thee shall Luild the
ancient ruins; the foundations-of
old times shalt thou raise up, and
thou shalt be called the repairer of
the broken.m>und ; the restorer of
paths to be frequented by inhabit-
ants” - L
And [ uriderstood, for, though the.
voice was the voice of- the litlle com:
monplace ¢ Mafiir,” the deathicss
prophet had once more spoken his
words of warning. )

TuEe Kixc's Messace to INDIA—
London, November 2nd.—The filtieth
anniversary is being celebrated of the
termination of thé- East India Conr |
pany, and the. establishment of the
present rule of the Indian Empire by
the Government of India, whereby the
Company's terrilorics were vested in
His Majssty. The King has sent a

religionists escaped irom Russia's Red
grror.  And there, too, in the Trans-
wdal,. ! saw the picture of a pers cuted
people, an Eastern peoplaz, albeit not
nine own, opprassed, reviled, despoil-
ed, penalised for thoir frugality, their-
“inoffensiveness, ability and strength of
character, which, coupled with their
comiplexion and Eastern origin, con-
stituted their offenze. . And mine own
reople looked on supine | Looked on,
that is, when they did not join the

1

o
Ay

! message to'the people of India dwel
+ ling upon the Llessings of British rule,
] and declaring that it is the paramount
duty of the Goverrment stcrnly Lo re-
press: conspiracies which are abhor-
rent to hosts of IndiAns. The Royal
message foreshadows an extension of -
the principle of representative instifu-
uons at a very early date, and an-
nounces the remission of sentences on
priszners who took part in the feent
disorders—Reuter, - 0 7 -

tice has

likelihood is there now of

‘Diocesan Synod..

e ——, -

'Treatmeﬁf__of Tudians in »Nailz;l

-At the meeting of the Natal Djo.
ces2n Synod last week, presided -over
by the Bishop of Natal, the report on .
Indian Missions wasmoved by Canon
Smith of the. 8. Aidan’s Mission, in
the course of which it stated :—

Though the sympathy.for Native -
Missions is, growing and spreading
amongst Church people,.the popular
outcry against the Indians in this Col-
ony, which, during the past year has
increased in intensity, seems to stand
as a barrier in the way of that sympathy
being extended to our Indian Mission, -
And yet this popular_outcry against
the Indians should awaken in all true -

Christian, hearts a deeper symipathy

for them. For what must it be to o
sensitive people like the Indians._to
live in an atmosphere of, not ouly un-
sympathetic, but even- antagonistic |
thought and -feeling—an atmosphere
which surrounds them, from which
they cannot escape, which generally
takes the insidious form . of .dealing. .
out to them petty slights, and rough-
ness of speech and manner, at all tim s
aad in all places, but which now and "
again crushes.them with the heavy
weights that a race (which here seems -
to misread unjust domineeting for just
dominance) c¢an impose upon them.
As, for, example, to take two recent
instances: (1) The Government del-
etes from the Supply Bill the grant
‘for training Icdian  teachers, which
means, not only further crippling fur
our own Training College, but also
the total extinclion of 1he Govern- -
ment's Training Class, held in Dur. .
ban;-and, at the same time, with this
deletion of the training grant, it re-
duces considerably the grant for - the
Higher ‘Grade Schools, so that the -
"Education Depaitment has to dismiss
from the Government Higher Grade -
Schools all 'boys over the age-of 14.
years. (2) The Corpmation ot Dar-
ban is’bent .on replacing all Indians
in their service; where possible, with
Europeans, but, as’it seems, without _
any discrimination.  And so, amongst | -
those who have received a month’s
notice, is_ one who, as a colonial-born
Indian, at the age of 14 was cmployed
in the P.W. Department. He has

served faithfully for 19 years to the

satisfaction of his im‘nediate superiors
in the P.W. Department.. “ He is every-

-thing we could wish,” was the ack-.

nowledgment made to me by one of

the Council, when T was speaking in

his behalf. ~ And yet he is cast adrilt. )
[ have just learnt that the month’s no-

been  prolonged to . tw
months ; Jet us hope that it may b
withdrawn altogetler, for what is the -
mantodo? He hasa wife and family
to provide for. He cannot go to In-
dia—a Brahmin- here, he would be a
stranger and outcast there. - Ang what
his getting
olher employment in this land of his
birth, when the general tendency is tq
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dismiss, not to empley, Indians?
And Lhis after 19 years' faithful service
These two re-
‘cents instances, are given as being
‘conspicuous indications of the general
atmosphere in which the Indians g
this Colony livée and move, and, as
such, they should awaken within-all
true Christian hearts a truer sympathy

tor them.

Archdeacon Gregson described the
condition of some indentured Indians

.as * Egyptian slarery,” - and said- the

. of 2 Clristian Social

position of the Indian who appealed
to.the Protector was a most difficult
one; because he might bs subjected
t> more-pains and peqalties. On more
than one estate Indians were compel.
.to - work ‘longer hours than the law
“provided. The protection the Protect-
or gave could not'in all cases be ade-
guate. e suggested the formation
Unton.— Fimes
of Natal: T o

* Joh'burg Mass Meeting
‘ 'lfugé Gathering T

‘Tremendous Enthusiasm

. Ehropl*_éan S.-ympathi‘sei's l?fcscﬁf

On Wednssday afternoon, the 4th’
inst.; at 3-30 p.m. Mr A. M. Cachailia;’
Chairman of the British Indian. Asso-
ciation, opened his presidential ad-
dress to a packed mecting ol British

"Indians who had assembled within

the compound of the Hamidia Mds—
que, Fordsburg, to discuss the present
sization,  There must have been

_ nearly 3.500 people present, and’ not-
"a square inch of. standing = room

- bursts

feft.  The vast throng stood for some -
two hours silently, except when wild
of cheering iotérrupted a
speaker or expressed the gratitude ol
the community towards him. That
sca of upturned,” eirnest faces alone

. must have struck the imagination -of-
_even the casual. onlouker. . Amongst

those present on the platforay, besies |

Messrs. Leung Quinn, .representing
the Chinese element, H.'S. L. Polak
officiating as scribe, and Moulwi

* Majee Ahmed Mukhtar, were Mr.

William Hosken, M.L.A., Revs, John"

_1loivard, J. J. Doke and C. Phillips,

and Messts, Walter Livans, Pavid-
Pollack, H. Kallenbach, Griffiths,
W. M, Vopl, Adv. L. Blackwell, A.
Beatley, W. Kimberley, E. Lallow,

and scveral others répresenting well-

known European firms.  Mr. Hosken,
‘who supported the first resolution, was
met with 2 storm of cheering, which
“lasted - some moments, and at the
conclusion of - his speech, be was

" gadlanded in Indian fashion, by the
- Chairman, the incident cvoking a

" fresh outburst of cheering.”A similar

ovation was accorded to all the other
European speak.rs, Messrs. ~1loke,
Howard, Cartwright;and Pollock being

- specially singled out for th's expres-

sior of gratitude. At the conclesion

_ of the meeting, in a brief but eloquent

1 ties on their big demounstration.
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speech, Moulvi Saheb expressed the
thanks -of the community to their
European friends, and sprinkled each
with rose water. letters ol sympathy
were read from Rev, Canon Berry
and Adv. Herschersohn, and Rev: J.
Perry seat 'his regrets. Some 45
telegrams of sympathy and encourage-
ment were receiv. d from all parts of
South Africa, including Durban, P'ort
Elizabeth, Cap:town, Kimberley,
-Lovrenco - Mardques, Selukwe, - and
Barbetton, and many trom districts’
‘and towns in’ the Transvaal, Dale-
gates were sent from Pretoria (60),
Germiston {121}, Roodepoort (21),
Boksburg (r5), Krugersdop {30), Ve-
reeniging (5), Heidelburg (=), Picters-
burg, and Klerksdorp. ’

"~ - The Resolutions

The following are the resolutinns :—-

r

quenchable loyalty to the Throne,

‘] and, in thanking the King-Emperor

for his gracious [roclamation,. ask
that the blessipgs of peace and justice,
which have characierised his rule in
“India, may be bastowed alsoupon h's
loyal Indian subjects-in the Transvaal,
by the removal of the grievous dis-
abilities now placed upon them.”
Speeches supporting this resolution
were made by W Hosken Lsq,
M.L.A.. and Albert Cartwright, Esg.
The Rev. J. J. Doke, H. Kallenbach
Esq., and the Rev. Chas. Phillips
spoke to the following resolution :—
“Th's Brtish Indian community
of the Transvaal hereby pledges itselt
to coontinue passive resistance -until
the officially admitted - unworkable
Asiatic Act has been repealed.”

right of free-immigration under the

be-conceded ‘to six highly educated
Indians. yearly, in order to mimister
to the spiritual and intellectual needs
of the peeple, and unhesilatingly re-
jects the humiliating. proposal of the
Transvaal Government that temborary
permits be granted to priests, profes-
sional men, and teachers.” .

David Polluck Esq., the Rev, John
 Howard, - and Walter ILivans, Lsq.,
were the supporters. :

‘The Chairman proposed :

«This Mass Maeting of British
"Indians hereby.-authorises the Chair-

going resolutions to the.proper quar-
ters.” :
- A Natal
!-s_tnt_es f— -
! "The Rev. J. Howard condemned
| the Government for not keeping its
pledge to repeal the Asiatic Act.
Mr. Hoskan congratulated the Aslzln.-
e
thought that legislation so degrading
should be res's'ed to the utmost, ant
if they persisted, success would vliim-
ately crown their cause. He hoped
that they would go on with the move-

Mereury's special telegram

and " reasomable, and they were eld-
established residents and peaceal.)lc
citizens ; therefora, he would be with
them.

“ British Indians: affirm their ua-

« British.Indians demand that the |

general Immigration Act of the Colony .

man to~forward copies of the fore- |

ments Their reques's were modarate |-

Me. Albert Cartwright said if the
Government would come to the Asia-
tics and- honestly buy them out and
compensate them fur their rights in
the country, he would be prepared to
pay his share of the taxuion involved.
The ounty other logical policy was to
allow them to raise themselves, so
that they could be full citizens in
course of time. 8> far, neither of
these honourable courses had been *
adopled. He trusted that a way’
would be found out of the difficutty.

The Rav. J. J. Doke proposed a -
resolution pledging the British In-
dian community to continue passive
resistance until the afficially admitted -
unworkable Asiztic Act had been re.
pealed. The appeal to Government
having failed, he said that nothing re-
mained but to join the Indians, and
sec the fizht to the end. - )

Thz Rev. Charles Phillips said
they would not stop the struggle wntil
they had secured peace with honour.

Latest Telegrams fiom
©  the Transvaal

{SpEciat - TELEGRAMS]

Johannesburg, Thursday,

To-day twelve- more hawkers went”
to gaol at Johannesburg, - T'wo went ™
to gaol at Boksburg. Seven hawkers
received seven days’ hard labour at
Germiston, .

At Volksrust to-day two more men
were sentenced to two manths’ har.d’
labear, - - - -

Mf. Gandhi was to-day removed to
Volksrust Gaol in convict clothes.

To-day's Zramspaal Leader urges
the Government to reconsider the -
whole position in view of yesterday's
Mass Meeting with Buropeans, and
invites more ‘Europeans to join the
movement. ' .
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