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, :?Thé Breaking of the

that
Transvaal must greatly influemce the

—_

Clouds

- THERE arc not wanting signs ty-day

of the close approach of a satislact-
ory settlement.
India show how meetings are being
held in every place of note, and the

Indian mail to hand indicates how.

seriously the Indian newspapets are
studying the question of the position
of British Indians in the Transvaal,
and how they are bringing their
readers to a proper perception of the
state of affairs, and the lesson to be
derived therefrom. It has been re-
marked that India is not nearly so

~ awake to.the inwardness of the .pre-

sent Transvaal situation as South
African Indians are prone to think.
It is impossible, however, to accept
that view, when we learn that.a meet-
ing was recently convenedin the Pun-
jab, presumably at’ Lahore, whereat
five million Mussulmans were re-
presented. .The seriousness. of this
news may be -gauged from the-fact
that there aré comparatively lew Indi-

ans in the Transvaal whe hail from 4
-the Punjab, and that that Province is
. the recruiting ground of a large por--

tion of what is best in the Indian
army. There can be no doubt but
ihe current of affairs in - the
fee gs of loyally in ‘many quarters
n India, at a time..especially, when
lt is felt that the Govérnment of India
is generally out of touch with Indian
sentiment. It is not difficult to
understand how this influence comes
to be.felt, since Indians generally

" cangnot be evpected to make fine dis-

- tinctions when they are informed that,

notwithstanding the explicit terms ot

‘Cable advices from’

| the late Queen-Empress's Proclama-
tion, the Imperial Government can

now state that it is impossible for it
to interfere’ in the affuirs of a sell:
governing Colony. Be that, however,
as it may, there is no doubt whatever
but that Indian f{eeling is rapidly
rising over the Transvaal question.,
Abd signs ate not wanting, -too, of
an awakening in London oo a large
scale.  Lord Ampthill has announced
his intefition of raising a debate on
the question shortly in  the . ‘House of
Lords. Members ¢f both Houses of
Parliament are to wait upon the Sec-
retary of State for the Colonies to
-urge the claims of the Transvaal 1n-
dians. Great activity on the pirt of

. Mr. Ritch and the South Africa Bril-

ish Indian Committee is only to ke
expected- Lord Crewe has stated
that-he himself is in favour of the In-
dian claim to have the free entry of a
limited number of cultured men of
their-own kind- to minister to their
higher needs. The Rev. Mr. Meyer
bas raised the problem out of the rut
of ordinary politics by Iris passionate
denunciation ot the methed of treat

ment of passive resisters and con-

scientious objectors in.the Transvaal,
as exemplified by the case of Mr,
Gandti,

All these things are good but I.hey
are not everything. . We learn with
the greatest salisfaction “that the
Transvaal. Indians’ are much en-

“couraged by- Mr. Gandhi's imprison-
-ment and the message that he has

sent them from Volzsrust Gaol ; fur
it gives them the opporiunity of show-
ing to the Government that they have
assumed entire-control of the posi-
tion, that the leaders. are staunch,
that the followers are loyal, and their
certainty that, with. Mr. Gandhi's im-
prisonment; a settlement is brought
materially nearer. That, after all, is
the greatest asset—the self-assurance,
.the self-confidence, the selfreliance,
‘without which-it is impossible for a
community to thrive and achicve its
just ends.- . '

Tae wirs of Mg. Ismur Asop
<7 Maimee accompanied
Another Case him on hisretarn (rem
O T India, recenily, en
Culpable - roufeforthe Transvaal
Homicide ?  per s.s. Gouverncnr,
When they arrived at

Durban, they were refused permission
to land by the Principal Immigration
Restriction- Officer, on ins'ru::fiun
from Maritzburg, instigated by the
Pretoria authorities, os th2 pround
that Mr. Maimee would, if be- pro-
cecded to the Transvaal; join Jn a
conflict with the Govérnment of that
Colony. Mrs, Maimee was, however,

expecting the birth of a child at an

-child.

early date, and an application was at
once made to the Supreme= Court that
she might be allowed to land, so that
she could secure theattention necessary.
for ber condition. The Natal authori-
ties, however, produced a medical
certificate to the effect that Mrs.
Muaimee could safely remain an-
attended for another month, and on
the strength of this statement, the
application was iefused.  Shorlly
aflerwards, it was decided that she
should be allowed to land on a visiting
pass, but the shock of the ordeal of .
being kept like a criminal on the |
detention hulk had already produced
its result, and, a day or two after she
landed, she gave birth to a still.born
Possibly, this may have been
due to any one of a number of other
causes. - But the circumstances too
closely resemble those attending the
unfortunate case of Mrs. Thambi
Naidwo_for us to come to any other
conclusion than that Mrs. Maimee
is another victim of Mr. Smuts’ miser-
able administration ol the anti-Asiatic
legislation, We have all along felt
that, however generous might be the
spirit of give and take on the part of

 the British Indians, it was in no way

reciprocated by the Pretoria ofﬁmals, .
who, on the contrary, seem qum, pre-
pated to wage war upon ipnocent
women and children. A case io point
is that of Mrs. Jethashaoker Vyas.
Her husband is in Pretoria, and had
recently sent for her from India. She
sailed by the s.s. Praesident, arriving
at Delagoa Pay a lew days ago. The
Lourenco Marques representative of
the ‘Lransvaal Immigration Office re- -
fused to interlere when he wos asked .
to secure her safe passage to the
Transvaal, on the ground that, having
taken passage to Durban, she should
proceed there, though she desired to
travel the uzh to the Transvaal zta
Lourenco Marques. Telegraphic. in-
structions to that cflect were sought
from the Registrar of Asiatics, who,
before he would ¢ven consider the
matter, demanded to know whether
Mrs, Vyas' husband, why was a re-
sident of Pretoria was a duly registered
resident of the Transvaal, and re-
quiring, if possible, the nuatber of his
new reg:trauon certificate ! Mean-
while, private representations  were
made with the result that the desired
instructions were at length issued— ~
Lut the steamer had left for Durban
an hour belore  Presumably, had
Mr. Vyas not been voluntarily regis-
tered, his wife would have been pre-
vented from coming to him. It is
not British, this scrt of thing, and its
only effect is still furth r {o exasperate
an already exasperated people.  But
such a policy of vind.ctiveness carries .
its own Numesis withit. e are W—-’
it will not be Doy delayed. f* _‘-,'

Ty
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THE TWO PRINCIPAL SECTIONS OF THE
Indian community, Hin-

Divali and dus and Mussulmans,
- 1d have this week celebrat-
. ed the commencement
of a new era. They, in.the Trans-
vaal, must have celebrated- the
festivals of Divali and Id with much
of sorrow mingled with their rejoic-:
ings. They will have remembered,
no doubt, that the great days found
their noble compatriots, Messrs.
Dawad Mahomed, -Anghia, Rustom-
jee, Gandhi, and a large number of
others, scme well-known and others
nameless, eating the bread (or, rather,
the mealie-pap) of affliction in gaol,
pending the settlement of the yues-
tions at present outstanding with the
Government. I{ Mr.Gandhi’sthoughts.
had tended in that direction, it must
have been a strange contrast [or him—
his co-religionists celebrating the
- New Year last Sunday, whilst he was
being brought to Johannesburg from
Volksrust in convict dress, in charge
of a warder, and marched thus, in the
{ull gaze of the public, in broad day-
light, from Park Station to the Fort!

. There is much to attract the attention
.of the cynic in these incidents, much
to arouse the foolish activities- of the
mocker and the scofer. We prelfer,
however, to take a higher stand. We
‘see in all this wretched travesty of
justice, this wanton refinement of.
cruelty, the matrix whence a” bright
and beautiful jewel of glorious ex-
perience aad grand national life shall
be extracted. If the Indians of the

Trangvaal and the rest of South

- - Africa will but realise that truth, this
*.Ts;indeed, an era of rejoicing and
happiness. And we believe that, deep
down, they do realise it, and will do
more and more as its real inwardness
". grows upon them, -

BRITIsH INDIANS THREUSIQUT SouT
- Afrigaay rejoice at
the definite manner
in which the Natal
: Supreme Court has
shown that, in matters of law and
justice, politics must not be aliowed to
prevail. It is, as we have remarked
before, an elementary lesson, but one
which neither the Natal not the
Transvaal Government appédrs ‘et to
have leamt. The Chie? Justice; in
delivering judgment in the case of the
application fur the release of the de-
tained Indians, made it clear that Mr.
Tatham's argument, that the detention
of these ubnfortunate people was
absolutely lawless and -perilously near
contempt of Court, had a great deal of
truth in it.  We will not enter into
“the legal aspect of the case, however,
It does not require a lawyer to detect
the shocking weakness of the Govern-
ment’s legal position, but the point
that is really to be considered is that

Granted With
Cests Again,

the judges have made it perfectly-

plaintto the people of two Colonies,
neither of which appears to realise
that Indians have any common-law or
“coastitutional rights at all, that Indians

may not be prevented from fighting

in their power, so long as they are
prepared to suffer for their convictions
Had the Natal Government exercised

“the normal degree of coemmon sense

with which it is customary to credit
governments, had it shown a little less

Lanxiety to truckle to the behests of

its “old man of the seas,” the Trans-
vaal-Government, it would not now
find itself the laughing-stock of every
Indian . blessed with the seuse of
humour, For oursclves, it is painful
to note the indignily that this Govern-
ment seems intent on heaping up for
itself in its administration of Ind'an
affairs. If Natal's Ministers wish. to
take this flattering -unction to -their

have received an even ruder shock
than they themselves. Itis not much
conpsolation, but we offer it to them
for what it is worth. ' .

THE STEAMSHTP “PRAESIPENT™ ARRI-

7 ved at Lourenco Mar-
The Case of queson the zr1st ulto.,
Delagoa Bay., bearing a number of

the Transvaal from a visit to India.
Representations were made to the
Mozambique Administration to the
effect that the arrivals should be
allowed to land and procead at once

appeared at once for it seems that
Lourenco Marques is also underorders
from the Transvaal and has yielded up
its independence to the greedy desire

sentative of the Indians was.inforined
that they could land on the cendition
that they remained at the port, and
made application fram there under the
new Act. It.was pointed out that the
Administeation was thus preventing
the Indians (rom seeking thejr remedy.
against the Transvaal Government in
the Supreme Court of that Colony,
but the argument fell upon deaf ears,
for Mozambique has to obey when the
Transvaal commands. The Transvaal-
bound Indians naturally refused to
land on any such conditions,. and
proceeded instead to Durban, where
they could avail themselves of the
privileges offered by British Courts of
Justice. But it is sad to see British
officials carrying the bad tradition of
the Transvaal into foreign soil, and
holding the pistol to the head of the
foreign administration. Apparently,
the only community that is retaining
its selfrespect to-day is. :ie Indian
community. : -

 —————

The Swanr's Visti ta . vg Towx.
We regret to learn that 7y the Life
Sketeh of Swami Shankeranand pub-
lished in our coluning recently we
omitted to mention that Tepresenta-
tives of the United Hindu Association
met the steamer on arrival. We now

hasten to add this information,

their own battle by every Iegal means-

souls, let them be happy in the know-"
ledge that the Transvaal Authorities.

- _lpdians returning to:

to the Transvial. But the cloven hoof’

to accumulate wealth, and the repre- |

-Some Scandalous
Incidents -

Mr. Polak sent on the 26th 1\.?&6.,
the following lettet to the press:—

Itwill be remembered that, amongst
the passengers who -proceeded . to
Durban from India by the Gowvernenr,
about a fortnight ago, en route to the
Transvaal, werea certain Mr. Ismail
Amod Maimee and hiswife. Because
Mr. Mames preferred to go to the
Peansvaal without making application
fur registration -from Durban’ under
the new Act, he was prevented from
landing, and would have been sent
back to India, but for an.ipjunction
granted by the Chiel Magistrate pend-
ing infuiry as to- his legal status.

time, the birth of a child. An applica-

a visiting pass in order that she might
receive the care and attention vecessi-
tated by her condition, T'his apppli-

production by the Crown of a medical
certificate to the. elffect that the lady
-would suffer no hardship tfor -at least
another -month, Within a few days,
howeyer, of the refusal of this applica-
tion, Mrs. Maimez was landed on a

thereafter, gave birth to a child still-
born. Apparently, the shock and un-
certainty had had their effect upon the
unfortunate lady ; and, thus, with Mrs,
Natdoo, she has proved another vic-
tim to the vindictive policy of Mr.
Smuts' adwinistration. R
Last - \Vednesday, the Praesidens
arrived at Dulagoa Bay carrying the
wife of a well-known Indian resident
of Pretoria.
wile from India, they baving not seen
each ‘other for a long period. She
had booked her. pissage to Durban,
but, learning that there were friends
in Delagoa’ who would escort her
safely to her husband in Pretoria, she
decided to proceed to the Transyaal

steamier and train journzy, Application
was made to the local representative
of the Transvaal Tmimigration Office

to the Transvaal, where she would
nteet her husband. _The Immigration
Officer, however, declined to inter
vene withoat divezt instructions from
Pretoria, on the ostensible ground
that, having taken a ticket to Durban,
she should proceed there.  Whether
or not that was the real reason I

Registrar of  Asiatics at Pretoria,
requesting him to issue immedfate
to aftord facilitivs for the landing and
due to leave at 3 o’clock on Thursday

afternoon, A reply came half-an-hour
‘after the stcamer left, ibquiring

I'gistered resident of the Transvaal,

His wife was expecting, within ashort

tion was made tu the Supreme Court .
that she should be allowed to land on _

-caliyn -was refused, owing to the

visiting pass, and, a couple of days "

He had sent for his

5

via Delagoa Bay, thus shortening the.’

to facilitate her landing and transit =~

would not eare to aflirm. Representa-
tions were immediately made to the

instructions by wire to his subordinate -

transit of this lady, as the steamer was -

shether her husband was a dulyre- -
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and the number ‘of his new regist;a-
_tion certificate.  As-it happens, her
hugand is personally known to th:

- Registrar, who should be aware that

he received a voluntary registration
certificate some months ago, Further
representations, however,-were made
at Pretoria, with thz result that a
later telegram was. sent authotising

. the landing and transit of the lady,
- but the instructions arrived one and a

half hzurs alter the  boat had left.
Presumably, although her husband
was a resident of long standing in
~the Transyaal, had the replies t» the
Registrar's. inquiries, in his opinion,
_been  unsatislactory. so far -as  his
Departent wis concerned, he was
careless as to what happened te herso
long as she did not come to the
‘Transvaal.. It thus appears that, not
content with prosecuting the Indian
male populstion of the Transvaal,
General Snmuts will not be satisfied
except he wage war against innocent
The whole
policy is one of mulignant vindictive-

T ness, -

" Mr.'Gandhi has been sentenced to
‘two months' hard labour for the
-offence of fa'ling to give totally un-
-pecessary finger prints for identifiza-
tion purposes. Ile has been set to

work -upen' the pablic streets at

Volksrust. ~ Nubody comiplains about
It is part of the punishment to
be borne by people whom -General
Smuts calls corscientious objectors,
But is there any excuse for bringing
-Mr, Gandhi fromi Volksrust to Johan-
“nesburg in convict garb, as happened
_yesterday, and marching him from
Park Station to the Fort publicly?
Duoubtless it was all part of the regula-
tions, I belicve that when the Spanish
"Inquisition desired to degrade. its
victims;, among whom were probably
ancestors of mite, it clothed them-in
bag shaped yellow garb acd march-
ed them n this fashion through Lhe
streets prior to despatching them at
the-customary auto-da fe. 'We, Trans-

vaal Britishers, do not secm to have.

“gone far beyond those mediweval tort-

+ urers in eur desire to bring our victims

1o what, in our opinion, is a fitter
frawe of mind. "Can youwonder that.
the Indian community is getting more,
and maore embittered and exasperated ;
and do you not matvel how, in spite

dl all these injuries and insults, they

remain content to be passive resisters,
suffering themsélves rather than fim-
posing suffering upon their Buropean
fellow-colonists 7 Contrast the Christ-
Yian example shuwn *by these non-
Christian people with "the Pagan
cruelty of their Christian alets. It
- 0%kes one fush with shame to think
ul it all E
EEaTay -

Tiptan Bpueaniod,  Thd Indian
Waman's Apsncistion and the indu
Young Men's Sacizty haye prssed
teanlubions protsating againsy the in-
traduastlon of the ags Jimjs ia the
tigherGrada Indian Schasli '

" INDIAN OPINION

Fate of the 'Anti'-lndiah
. - Bills

P.ess Comments

Commenting on the news of the pro-
bable refusal of the Imperial Govern-
ment to allow 1the recent anti-Indian
Bills o-become law, the Natel Aer-
Cury Says i— .

The Natal Acts arc an attempt to
enlorce a  totally different policy.
Their eflect would be to deprive
Briush subjects, who have been
allowed to acquire domiciliary rights
in this Colory, ¢t the ordinary privi-
leses belonging to suclistatus, Under
-one of the Acts, it is even proposed
to deprive Indians born in the Colony’
of the civil rights that belong to them
as persons to whom Natal is their
native land. )

IIad our Government and Parlia-
ment been content to strike at the
rout of the Asiatic. encroachment by
decrecing an end to the indenture
systern, and tmaking our immigration
laws prohibitive to all newcomers
from Asiz, they would have been
standing upon unassailable ground,
‘and the Tmperial Government could
have been relied upon to coucur with
them, as it has acquiesced in the
Transvaal lepislation. It has now

'been accepted in the fullest terms

thut a self-governing Colony is entitled
to requlate and' restrict alien immi-
gration as it may deem fit.
ernment did introduce; one Bill last
seesion for. the purpose of attacking
the evil in this legitimate way, by
putting an end to the system_of
mdenture ; but it was the one Bill of
the three which they dropped, and
they wasted the time ol the session
by pushing forward the two "Bills
which we warned them would be
obuoxious to the Crown, because of
their transgressing the canowns of
national equity. Under these. mea-
sures, -which Lord Crewe now in-
timates that the Crown is unlikely to
sanction, cerlain of the King’s sub-
jects who have acquired the right to
live in Natal, or have been born on
“its soil, world be debarred from
making a livelihood ib trade.” Such
“legislation is vicious from every point
of vieye. It is a glaring injustice, for
one thing. Further than that, it could
only relizve social pressure in one
direction by increasing it in other. If
the Indian population could not
make a Lving in trading, they would
be driven in Jarger numbers into the
induatrial tanks, and would aggravate
the competition which our working
classes have to lace, ftom cheap
{orms of coloured labour, in employ:
ments ~ whetfe she  Buropean  has
hitherio had & pracileal monopaly,
Thesg wwo Aniatle Aats are an oub
rago on Britlsh principles of justice,
and are class legialation of the crudeat
wpar  'I'ho only eficet of theit hn\’lppi
beou paesmd in aur Legislature wil

be to prejudics the Colonys futurg

Qur Gov.-

efforts to deal with the Asistic evil on
better lines.

The Adverteser remarks 1 —

It will create little surprise in Natal,
and, possibly, less to the Natal
Cabinet, that, as will be seen from a
cablegram in this issue, Lord Grewe,
the Secretary for the Colonies, has
officially announced that it is impro-
bable that the Imperial Government
will advise his Majesty to grant his
assent to the IJatest Natal As‘atic
Trading Bills. It was apparent to
everybody who took the trouble to
think the matter over for a minute,
that the Imperial Government could
not possibly agree to a Bill that
lumped Natal-borm Indians  and
imported Indians together, and for-
bad= the whole bunch to trade any
longer. This was so apparent, in
fact, as to rouse suspicions here as to
whether the Natal Government was
really so keen on getting the Asiatie
ditficulty settled as it protested it was..
The position now is that the Bill to
prevent the further importation of In-
dentured Indians is indefinitely hung
up, and the Bill to prevent Indian
trading is to be vetoed. The-whole .
agitation for a settlement of the Natal
Indian problem has been in vain, -
and the time and money that has-
been expended over Parliamentary
debates on the subject, wasted. The
Natal public ‘has every right to be
exceedingly angry at this trifiing—we
had almost™ written . fooling—with

questions that are vital to the colony's

progeess and prosperity. o

The Zimes of Naial has the follow-
ing criticism — R

Thatthe Bill proposing the abolition
of licences “would be vetoed was a
foregone coriclusion; dnd it has always
been a matter ot surprise to us that
the Government introduced such a
measure.  In moving the second
reading, Dr. Gubbins conveyed the
impression that the Government weré
very miuch’in earnest, and intended
to persist with this legislation until -
sheer importunity won the day, The
Colonial Szcretary, however, failed to
bring forward any arguments in_ sup-
port ol the measure, except the
“argument” that it would be to the.
interest of the white storekeeper to"
remove the compétition ol the Indian
trader, We have no sympathy with
the Indian trader, and we think that -
no new licences to trade shouid bz
granted to other than Natal-born
Indians. But it was an absolutely
unheard-of thing to propnse to abolish
the licences of men who had been
allowed to settle in the colony and
invest their money In certain conr-
mercial enterprives j and e was bl
mafe monsleous to Eropoa‘a that no
Indian, even atthough born in Nawl
and knowing ne Qther home, shouid
ever be permitted to engage in any
form of trading requicing a licenge.—-
No such Ragrantly unjugg La~
has syer heen onlorer™ '

! gountry, and we Atq
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should have Leen the first to propose
it. Itisopento Parliament to pass
laws whizh may limit the scope of
1the Asiatic trader, and prevent unlair
competition, but it is not epen to
. Parliament to propose the suppres-
sion of one seclion of the eommunity
for purely racial reasons: .-

The Transpaal Leader comments

" as follows :—. | , :
The news that the Imperial Govern:
ment is unlikely to sanction the Natal
- Asiatic Trading Bill will not _surprise
.those who recall its provisiens, which
lumped together Natal-born and: im-
ported Indians in an impossible man-
ner, and dealt with their trading rights
unfairly. The pity of it is that this
also apparently hangs up indcfinitely.
Natal’s other Bill—that to forbid the
further importation of indentured
Andians. ‘This is deplorable.. What-
ever diflerenc: s of view there may be
as to the treatment of Indians-already
hers, surcly no responsible person
wishes to complicate Suuth Alrican
ends and difti :ulties further by inwport-

ing more Indians. -

Durban Notes

'[Bv OUR O¥N REPORTER]

The Detained Indians

Last Saturday about 40 passengers
arrived by S.5. Fracsident, 35 bing
bound for the Transvaal and 3 for.
Natal. ‘The ‘Iransvaal passengers
were given the choice of giving ba'l
and submitting to fiagerampression
requirements or being detained on
the Detention, Hulk. They chose
the latter. .

" \Vhilst being conveycd to the hulk,
. one of the three women passengers
" fell and injured her {foot severely,

there being only a very rough gangway

on which to walk on beard. .

All . the passengers, including the
" Natal people, were taken to the bulk
immediately the boat arrived. Mr.
Vg udev was amongst the number
On Suurday he underwent examina-
tion ' under the Immigration Act as
an educated man, but it was not untit
late on Sunday that he was allowed
to land  His wile, whn accompanied
him from India, was forced to remain
on the hulk until her husband: could
make out an affidavit for her. It was
two o'clock on Monday when she was
allowed to land: S

The wi'e of ' Mr. J. P, Vyas, whois
Nliving in Preioria, was also delained
on the hu'k. . .

Thete were already there the pas-
sengers per Kronprinz and Gouver-
neus. These were locked up for some
time so that they could not even
speak with the new arrivals

Mr. Romer Robinson’s represent-
ative wgs not allowed to speak with
the new passengers,.qnd they - were
privented {rom receiving or scnding
letters. It was only with the greatest
difficulty that the names of the pas.

sengers were secured for’ the purpose
of ubtaining an interdict. .

And now a word or two about this
hulk which the Attorney-Genetal so
elequently described as a place fil to
accommodate 103 persons in cemfort.
It is scicnuly declared by those who
have been there that; although' there

were 7o passengers, there-was not

room lor mere than 25 or 3o people
on the boat. Fresh water was obtained
with the greatest - difficully and only
in very small quantities - Only one
cocking stuve was provided for all
the people, and the 70 .men, women
and children had to put up with only
one w.c. . -

The Supretie. Court application
his now bheen pranted and
Kronpring and Geucernenur passengurs
have landed, but not, 5o the. pas-
sengers of the Fraesed.nd. Until their
ship sails, they will probably be-kept
on the hulk. - ' L .

_ Divali and Id Festivals

The celebration’ ol the annual
Divali Festival was commenced - on
Saturday last, when. a sacrificial
ceremony was performed by the Dur-
ban members .of the  Hindu com-
munity. .- Swami Stankeranand was
present and addressed the gathering
on the significance of the day. It
'was, among other cvents, the an-
niversary of the return of Shri Ram
from exile. Mr. C. Desai performed
the sacrifice of sandal wood and
spices. Co

The Mihomedans of Durban and
suburbs celebrated their anauval Id
festival on Tuesday. 'This marks the
conclusion of the fasting month .of
Rimazan, the ninth-moanth of the
Muslem calendar. Business was sus-
pended, and all Mahomedan stores
were closed for the day. Special
scrvices were held in the West Street,
‘Grey  Street, and Lower Umgeni
Mosques, at 8" a.m., and the rest of
the day was spent in social enjoyment.

Prisox DIiET.. The Rand Daily
Afar! comments as follows on Lhe food

the letters printed in another column
regarding the diet for Indians in
prison is that there seems to be no
regular scale for the whole Colony.
In one prison the Indians receive
their national foed ; in another they
have to eat—or to reject—mealie pap
and.fat. The complaint made secms
to us to carry a good. deal of weight.
‘To a strict Hindu, znimal fat might
be su objectionable thit he would die
rather .than touch . it; and the
punishme:nt of starvation is not inclu-
ded in sentences in this country.
There would be a great oufery if a
[uropean vegetarian in prison was
forced to eat beefstezk or starve, or.if
a Hebrew was compelled to take pork
er go without anything, or il a tee-
totaler was made to drink whisky and
soda or else die of thirst. ‘The In-
dians might well be allowed their rice
and ghee, whatever 'prisou they may

happen to be in,

the

question :— The curious feature about’

Away-with the Hawkers! .

S
-

Barberton's Ambilidn ’

“The Zranspaal Leader of the 2ist

ulto., reports i—

- A special meetingof the Barberton -
Chamber of Commerce was held to
discuss thz question of hawking as .
affecting trade in the district. The .
Chairman said that the existinglawd’d
not afford . the protection to trade
which the Chamber fof years had been
striving for, and it was necessary to
irge the Gavernment .to legislate to
protect theé country traders. Darties
of hawker: wade 4 business -of visiting -
the outside mining centres at intervals
during -the month, and sectred the
bulk of the native trade.

The - secrctary read a letter from
Mr. Loveday, regretting that repre-
sentations on the subject- had not
been made to him during the session,
as he might -have persuaded the
Administration to introduce anamend -
ing Ordinance dealing with the matter.
As the law stood at present, it was
impossible to prevent the abuse .com-
plained of. He would suggest, with a
view of se:uring an amendment of the
law, doing away with -hawkers alto--
gether, except perhaps the ordinary
pedlar in-mynicipal areas.

C rrespondence from the Law De-
partment was read, giving the following .
opinions i reference to trading on
mining grounds :—(1) The occupier
of a stand under the Gold Law has the
right to order -off any ‘person tres .
passing on the stand so occupied-;
{z) the same rule applies to claim-
holders ; (3) a hawker is not restricted
by his licence to trading upon public
roads. . C

A resolution was passed asking the .
Government to amend the Hawkers'
and Pedlars Actso as to place hawkers
and pedlarson such a footing as to -
equaiise the responsibilities borne by
the European storckeepers in -having -
to keep up respectable and proper .
establishments “wherein to carry on .
their respective businesses. It was.
also carried -that -the resolution be.”
szbmitied to all the other Chambers
of Commerce 'in the Transvaal for.-
their earnest support and co-opcration,
& commiltee was ‘appoinied to draft .
a petition to be sent to the ‘Govu'rn-{,‘-{
ment with a view to removing these=
grievances,

Mr. Bayly drew attention to a state-
ment that was circulating, that in gon-
nection with the sale of stands adver-
tised to take place in a few- weeks'
time it was the intention- of certain’
Asiatics 10 acquire interests in some .
of the stands for the purpose of
securing trading sites. The chairman
was asked 1o interview the District
Regictrar with a view to ascertaining
what truth there was in the' statement
50 far q,s{applicgnl‘:s were concerned, .

‘
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" .-Notes og.the Transvaal
- -« Struggle

#E _—

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT) -

A Pracricar Semrt.  Realising
- -that the struggle may continue for yet
a considerable time, the community is
ghowing 4 commendably . practical
spirit.  Collections are being widely
made, and considerable sums have
lately been contributed to the funds-
of the Association. As in every
~ movement of importance, so here the
war-chest and. its contents _require
most careful attention, but the financi-
“al genius of the community finds
ample scope lor discovering ways,and
‘means. Its resources are far iroui be-
ing exhausted and the people look
forward quite calmly to a protongation
of the fight, " :

A Smocking SigHT, On Sunday
last, 'Mr. Gandhi was removed from
Voltksrust Gaol to the Fort, Johannes:.

* burg, he having been subpwnaed:-as a
witness for the Crown in the case of
Naya Lalla, who was. charged with-
using a’forged yegistration certificate;
thie case being #dw sent to the Criminal

- S:ssions for trak ~ Mr. Gandhi was

. removed in convict dress, in charge of
a, warder, in whose company he travel-

" led to Johannesburg, A few members
of the Committee of the Association

. had got wind of the removal, and met

* the frain upon its arrival at “Park
Station at six o'clock in the evening.
Mr. Gandhi, carrying his bundle of
clothes in a large bag marked with
the- broad arrow, a basket of books,

- and, ‘of course, wearing the  convict

- guit, was then marched in cistody
from Park Station to the Tort.. It

was then broad daylight, and=the

“stieets - were filled with onlookers,
some ol whom recognised Mr.'Gandhi,
even in the hideous disguise that. he
wore.  Mr, Gandhi, of-course; . wore
the convict garb of coloured prisoners,
a particularly conspicuous one.

. Poubtless all this happened in terms
+-of the regulations, but it is typical” of
“the anti-Asiatic policy of the Govern-
ment that no instructions were issued
that Mr. Gandhi should be translerred
in civil dress,” and taken to the Fort

-in a cab. -. 8o long as cultured Indian
“passive resisters and counscientious
objectors aré treated as though they
“were aboriginal -native [felons of the

. worst type, so long ‘must this fight

.continue, .~ = . ' o

A Mgessage oF Svyreatuv. The

following telegram has been reccived.

from Chinde:— #Chinde Indians
(Jieply feel your great trial.  Praying
Almighty justice for.sacred: ca 3
Sincere sympathy with sufferers.”

~

‘A-QuEestioN_ oF Boveorr. The
British” Indian - Association has re-
ceived the following telegram from
the Fruiterers’ Association, Duarban:—
“Darban  Fruiterers' -
have heard 18 Krugersdorp [ruitercrs
- taken licences, we ynanimously-resolve

‘Association,”

to boycott all Krugersdorp Fruiterers,

except those Committee recommends
as trading without licences.”

Svateatity FroM Innra. The irit-
ish Indian Association has received
copy of a resolution passed,at a
public. meeting of the citizens of
Kathor and the nzighbouring districts,
of all castes and creeds, assembled at
a public meeting on the rgth"of
September, expressing indignation at
tlte sentences passed upon the Natal
leaders, and urging the Imperial Gov-
erpment to  protect the 'Tramsvaal
Indians ftom persecution.

At -VoursrusT., It will be remem-
bered that, amongst those who were
deported from - Volksrust” Gael on
Monday, the 1gth inst., were Messrs.
H.I. Joshi and M. N. Gushlia. They
however, applicd for a remand to the
27th after they had returded and on
tte sanmte day, Last Tuesday, they
appeared before the Court, -and -were
sentenced to four months imprison-
ment with ‘hard labour, or to pay a
fine 6f A5o each., -They-elected to
2o to gaok.  On the same day, Hira
Mulji,” the boy of 12, who ' was’
sentenced on the same day as Mr
Gandhi to 14 days without hard
labour as a prohibited immigrant, his
father being at the same time senten-
ced to one months’ hard labour, was
.released, though his tather was still
undergoing sentence. -

A Case_ or REePENTANCE: M.
Balya Naidoo was one of those un-
fortunate men who applied lor
registration under the old Act during

last October. e received his badge of [

slavery on the 28th of that month,
and was promptly boycotted by his
brethren of the Tamil community.
He hus how returned his certifichte to
the British Indian Association, to be

destroyed or otherwise dealt with as.

the Committee thinks fit.

At ChristiAva., Mr. Mirza Ameer-
beg came from Kimberley some days
ago -hoilding a Peace Preservation
Ordinance permit. He, however, re-

fused on- demand to give his thumb [

impression for purposes of identifica-
tion, was arrested, charged, and con-
victed for the offence, being sentenced
to three weeks' simple imprisonment.
‘The President of .the Gujarat Indian
Association of Kimberley has sent a
telegram of sympathy to the DBritish
Indian Association in regard to this
matter, Mr. Ebrahim Adam Nimbara
has been sentenced to six weeks' hard
labour for trading without a licence.

- ARRESTS AND IMPRISONMENTS. At
Germiston, last week, a number of
Indians wete arrested and sentenced
fur hawking without licences. - Among
these was Mr. Hazura Singh, the
Chairman of the loesl Indian Com-
mittee.  All went -to gaol without
paying fines. At Doksburg, a number
of storckeepers have been summoned

to appear Ledoye the Court for trading

' charge.

without licences. They have decided
to go to gaol At Standerton, the
starckeepers are threatened with fur-
ther: prosccutions for again failing
to take out licences, Mr. E. M. Kajee
of Paardekop has a second time been
summoned to appear before the
Magistrate at Yolksrust on a similar
He being a brave man also
prefers gaol. A number of hawkers
‘have been arrested at Pretoria, and
will be dealt with in the ordinary way,
and Krugersdorp has suffered similar-
Iy.  In Johannesburg, hawkers go to
gaol day by day. On 'Tuesday, four
were brought before Mr Cross in D
Court, Mr. Polak pleading guilty on
their behalf. Unfortunately, however,
for them, the arresting Constable, who
was the principal - witness for the
Crown, failed to turn up, and the un-
happy men were accordingly discharg.
ed! Bcenoni seems to be sunk in the
depths ot ignorance. There hawkers
were sentenced for trading without
licences, but paid the fines imposed.
‘Theirs is an unenviable notoriety.

DEtacoa Bav. The Delagoa Bay
community are taking a lively interest
in Transvaal affairs, especially since
the arrival of the Gonvernenr. Itis
understood that a big effort is being
made to contribute to the funds of
the British Indian Asssociation.

- A Traxsvaaer’s  TEeESTIMONY
“Lucies LucuLLus” writes as  fol-
lows to the Merning Leader:—, '

I have justreceived a letter froin an
old friend, a Transvaaler and a former
burgher, in which he says :

I have now an Indian ceok or my
farm, and prefer him to anything I have
had, either British or forcign,  Ile and
his [ellow-countrymen are so courteous,
hardworking, sober, and modest in
demeanor, that we have no anxieties
now about'our culinary department, and
yet.you see these men get pushed out,
though, to my mind, they are superior to

- the usual run of ** white ” men around
here (I am not arguing with you on the
Asiatic question now). Al that T know
is that I wouldn't exchange my Indian

" coak for any while I know.
Many of my Transvaal {riends are

ol the same opinion.

THE EmpHATIC NAv. The Pretoria
official clique do not seem to bave the
courage of their convictions, The’
Chairman .of the British Indian
Association, it will be recollected,
last week asked the Government to
reconsider their decision not to ap-
point a Commission of Inquiry to
publicly and thoroughly investigate the '
allegations made in connection with
Ttansvaal-returned Indians via Dela-
gea Bay and who were eventually
taken to Barberton. A reply has now
been received by the Association ~
once more refusing the inquiry. Itis
significant that all these official docu-.
ments bear the initials “ M. C."  Ttis
easy, therefore, to indicate their
author, nor is it more difficult to
discover, from that fact, the reasons
for refusal, Where there is much to
coniceal, either of incompetence or /

negligence, it may be admitted that i
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is unwise to submit oneself to cross-
examination,

AT Boxspurg. . At Boksburg, be-

fore Mr. T. C. R. Sladen, on Wednes- |-

day last, Messrs, Moosa Ismail Daya,
Vassanji Kursonji, Juma Cassim,
Moosa Sale Daya, Essop Hassan
Bodhania, Ismail Essop Daya, Baba
Jan, Mahomed Moosa, Gurusimy
Naidoo, Hassim Alli, and E. H. Daya
were charged with trading as General
Dealers without licences, and also
with failing to produce licences upon
demand, Al pleaded guilty, Mr.
Polak appeating for them. They
were found guilty on both charges,
and sentented, on the first, to pay
eath a fine of .45, to be recovered by
distraint of their goods, and, on the
second, they were cautioned and dis
charged. At the same lime, Massts.
Sheikh Adam, Mahomed Sidik,
Mahomed Essop, Baba Jan, Sidn
Mia, and Ali Jaffer were charged
with ocamrying on the trade ol
butchers without licences. - They all
pleaded guilty, and were fined £5
each or one month with hard labour,
since they had nothing upon which
- distraint could be levied, Messs,
- Moses, Naransamy, and Amachellam
_were charged with carryingon Kaffir
" eating-houses without a licence.
They were fined £1/7/6 or ten days’

imprisonment with hard labour, they-
also having nothing to distrain upon.-

All decided not to pay fines, but to
" go to gaol, or allow their goods to be
seized and sold by auction.

Indian Soldiers in the
Transvaal

Letters to the “ Spectator”

The following correspondence :-np-

peared in the Specfator of the 26th
September :— o
Certain Indian soldiers in the

Transvaal have agait appealed to be
shot “on the battlefields where they
served.” The leaders of the Indian
community are aware that such an
-appeal will not, under a British Gov-
- ernment, lead to martyrdom; and
- their skillul use of melodramatic
- ulterances is characteristic of their
signal ability. But .in the South
Alrican War lhe employment ol
colotired troops as combatants was
scrupulously avoided, and the creden-
tinls of these warriors cannot pass
unchdllénged, There are in ‘the
Ttansvaal somse Indidn soldiers who
have carned ih Indian campaigns.
It {6 possible Lthat some ol these, or
nottig¢ othet Indiany, werd attached lo
& honcombatamt. capacity to sume
cotfiq during the South African Wat,
snd {n thet 2apaeity they may perhaps
have received medals, But the practios
ol pnratlinp medal:wearars “tn the
Humws of Prolorla ve Jalianneabieg,
and \he sysiene \o guldicts whia
boreed With l\mémh freaps t 3
H tought an batt uﬂel‘l-'i s ﬁn r;ulatsc;
49 eeivey A% unpraasten which iy oey |
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wairanted by the facts and to repre-
sent Britain as lalse to her word. -

' 1 am, etc,
- A. B. BROWNE.

The question raised by your corres-
pondent, Mr. A. B. Browne, is but a
re-statement of -that put by Lord
Ripon in the Ilouse of Lords on the
4th February last. -~ It is perhaps
needless to add that Lord Ripon'
remarks were free of any taint of
cynicisin. ' L

The lollowing quotation is from
The Times ol the 3th February i—

“Tiw MARQUIs oF KwroN: .- . . .
His noble friend (Lord Curzon} would re-
member however, that from beginning 1o
end of tre Transvaal War it was a principle
-that malives and persons of anuther race
should not be allowed to take part, and
Asiuties and natives were not allowed 10 1nke
any part in the aclive operasions of the
War,” -

“LorDh CurzoNt I wus responstble for
sending from India (rom . tfen  lo- twenty
thousand men. They acted as Transport
Corps, Ambulance Carriers, and in other
- capacities and they were under fire on most
battleficlds of the campaign.* (Llear, hear.)

“Tine Marowes of Rivon: They were
nbt active soldiers.” -
" ¥WLloxkbd CURZON:
killed.” . :

To the North of Johannesburg on
an eminence that overlooks the whole
city and the East of the \Vitwatersrand,
stands an obelisk erected by public
subscription as a memorial to Indians
in South Africa. On the east sidea
marble tablet is- let into the monu-
ment, bearing in English, Urdu, and
Hindi this inscription :(— - .

Sacred to the Memory of o

British Officers, Warrant Officers, Native
- N.C.0.’s and Men,

Veterinary Assistants, Nalbands, and -
Followers of the ;

Indian Army who died in South Africa,

189g-1g02. -

On the other sides are three tablets
bearing respectively these words : —
" Musniman.
Christian—Zoroaslrian,

Hindu-Sikh. .

The braggadocio that your corres-
pondent sees fit to impute is, more-
over, hardly warranted by recent
events. It may be that the appeal to
which he refers will not, under a
British Government, lead to mar-
tyrdom, but Mr. Browne may be
interested to learn that during the
lasE two years over 350 Buitish Indians
claiming lawful demicile in the ‘I rans.
vaal, have submitted to fine, impri-
sonment, or deportation rather than
to the dishonour they feel would
attach to them by compliance with
the requirements of the Registration
Law of 1g907. Indian soldiers need
no apologist. They would hardly
consider readiness to die on the ficld
@ boasty but “that Indian civilians
Euacclul. #imply, merchanty, ahop-
wuenard, hawkers, snd clerks, shauld,
in delencg et g principle, Ls witling
to aefier the martyedont of slow des-
truntjon of thelr husinesaes, not to

apaek ol boadily giscomfor;, should
provide m_as;riil tat rm;‘ yarlang
Kellegtian, '

Many of them were

i lm‘ 9“3'}

d

-

W, Riten,

Canada and Asiatics

Mr. R.L. Drury, who, six maitths
ago, wac sent out to Japan by the Du-
minion Government for the parpose
of supervising the atrangement made
necessary by the Lemicux agreement

Canada, has returned to' Dritish Col-
umbia,
Japanese question IS row on a satis
factory basis, and 1 have every con-
fidence that Japan will faithfully
observe the terms of the agreement
I maust say that the various proposals
made by gue and formally submitted
to the Japanese Foreipn Offic e through
the British Ambassador were mat in
a friendly spirit by the Japanese
authorities, and throughout tliey hava
manilested a desire to be lair and

| regarding  Japanese immigration 1o

He says :—*1 ‘believe the

reasonable. _ For example, I proposed-

that the Japanese Foreign Office

_should larpish us witlh monthly state-

ments of the Japanese going from Ja-
pan into Cahada, showing their occu
pation, etc.  They acceded to this
request, and are now sending these
returns cvery month. We have our

own Canadian immigration officials,

‘who keep a complete list of the atri-

vals from Japan, and il the terms of

the agreement should be violated the
Japanese Government would be in-
volved in.sell-condemnation by their
own reports. . So far a5 Canada is
concerned, ‘every class of Japanese
labour is now shut off, and cannot en-

ter Canada without the consent of the .

Dominion Government. Surely it is
better to have arrived at this result by
means of diplomagy and friendly ne-
gotiations than by abropating the
treaty with Japan and passing hostile
legislation, as has been proposed.”
Surely a similar arrangement with
India is within the resources-of Pre-

| taria diplomacy ?—Rand Dauy Mail.

Briﬁsh lﬁdians in America

The General Test

— .

Mr. Straus, Secretary of Commerce

and Labour, authorises the following
statement :—*The Immigratiun laws;
with the exception of those relating
to Chinese, do hot take cognisince of

race, creedy or nationadity, Al imal-
_grants are subject to the sime laws,

which exclude for various reasons—
such as.disease, likelthood to become
a public charge owing to inability to
find support—clearly laid dowh by
statute, Indians entering the United
Btates from British Columnibia are oftisil
frailly built and entirely unfitted to did
iHe heavy railway and lumbiling work
which ard along open wo thomi  This,
gsuthen with the prejudlcs on the

welfic Coasty, hag caused raany who
have bean admittedto tall it distresy,
and {§ 18 §o avald @ repetition of euc
inmangcy ghat the law  regarding
physical inability to work I8 belng
strletly pnfarcedy naf bacabes 1§ v
withed |9 discriminate ggaingy the
JRee ag § wholg,! i
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Transvaal Crisis.

et e

F- S
The Ewmpire Revrew for October
contains dn article by Sir Charles
Bruce, G.C.M.G., on *British Indians
in the Transvaal.” Part I, dea's with

commencement of passive res'stance.
In Pait IL. Sir Charles says :—

- The question of the British Indians
in the "I'ransvaal cannot be -isolated
from the Jarger issue of British India’s

lain's tribute .cannot be too often
repeated: . o
The Unfled Kingdom owns, as, its
brighiest and preatest dependence, that

. tnormous empire of India with 300,000,000
-0 subj cttwho arz as loyai to the Crown
as you hre ycusselves, snd among themn
there ate hunhdreds an{ thousan®s of wmen
who ate eve y whit.ns civilised as we. are
_ourselves, who, il that is apything, sre
‘betier born in the scnse hat they have
oldi r Lraditions and olde~families, whe are

. then-of wealth, men of cultivation, n en of
distinguishzd valowr, men who have brought
“~whole armles and p'aced -them at ths -
servite of lhe Queen, and have in times of

© great difficulty and treuhle, such for
inslanet, a* on the occdsion of the Indiwm
Muiiny, saved the Empire by their loyalty.,

T say, you who have ssen all this cannot be
wiling- o put upon those .men a slight
which, I think, is absolutely unnecessary
for yout puiposé (i.e., t“e resiriction of
whu?esnle mmmigration), and which would
be calenlated to provoke ill feeling, dis-
content, itri ation, and would be most un-

- palatable 1o the feelings, not only of her

Majesty the Queen, but of all her people

Lord Middieton not long ago, in

-rendered in China and at Suakim.
Afew days ago 7% Zumes reminded

Ausiral’a would never have bewn a
British colony, and that the wain..
tenance ol British power in India
is a factor in far Tastern politics with

which Australia is closely concerned. }

But the British Indians in the

activity in the partnetship of the Em-
pire. They furm a small section of a
large community—the community of
his Majesty's Indian subjrets who
have migrated to many paits of the
Epire 'in the belief that a DBritish
subject must be a British subject all
over the world.  Between the various
Broups of this community and betweén
¢arh’ and their common country ot
origin there exists the relation of the.
branches of a tree to each other and
to the trunks and roots, 1t does not
differ in principle from the refation of
the United Kingdom to the com-
Munities of English, Scotch or Irish
origin in our colonies, and of these
tommunities to eath other. And inall

haps nolhing more remarkable than
the relations which have been brought
'0 exist between the colonists of
British and Indian descent, wherever
these refations have been deyelop2d
Under the control. of the British

atiament, a1d the mutual advan- |
Yages that have been the outcome of

-

Stitute a pattnership in colonisation
between the United Kingdom and
British India, .

The pricess of ages, during which
the inhabitants of temperate and
cspecially of northern znnes have
strugsled agninst the difficu’ties of
their environment, has evolved a race
steang of will, abounding in energy
and enterprise, and above all fertile of
btuin in finding clues to the operations
of nature and turning them to account
by the application of science to
economic uves. Further, the climatic
conditions of their environment, by
compelling the race to provide in
summer for the exigencies of winter,
have developed the faculty of acquisi-
tion and the habit of accumulation.
“Accordingly the British colonists, the
predominant partners in the enter-
prise, had at_ their command capital,

methods of production. But the cli-
matic conditions, which had been a
‘main factor in determining their
character, had unfitted them for the
physical lnbours necessaty to develop
the resources of the heat-lelt of the
world, and their endeavours to sapply
the ‘capacities they lacked form an
instructive chipter in the history of
civilisation. - The methods which Jed
to the wholesale extermination of
native races were followed by the
African slave trade. WViththe abolition
of slavery it became incvitable that
many of the most fertile regions of the
world must be abandoued unless they
could be developed under'somesystem
in which consent should take the place
of compulsion. Alter the failure ol
many expetiments there has benn
established a pirtnership of European
and Asiatic colonists under the joint
conlrel of the Colonial Office and the
Government of" India,
discuss the terms ol the. partnership,
but it is ruled by two conditions;
first, by ‘the restricticn~of Indian
immigration to the requiréments of
the Colonial Governments; and
secondly, by the condition that all
immigrants. shall be potential citizens.
With™ a long, vared and intimale
acquaintance of the Indian com-
munities thus domiciled in vut tropical
colonies, I can bear testimony that,
taking them genermlly, they are as
faithiul to their employers, as fair in
their dealings, as obedient to the laws,
and s loyal to his Majesty’s throne
and. person as any cominunily of the
King's oversea dominions.

It would be difficult to exaggerate

partuership. in colonisation, It has
withdrawn from congested districts of
India and established in comfort, often
in opulence, a part of the community
constantly exposed to Famine. and
disease ; it has developed the resbur-
ces of many fertile temritories and
supplied reverues adequate for their
good government ; it has enabled us
to maintain our naval supremacy in
the Caribbean Sea—according to
Captain Maban, the greatest' netve-

these relations. These relatinons con-

centre in the whole body of European

skill in organisation, and scientific’

I need not.

the importance to the Empite of this |

civilisation—and in the Indian Ocean;
and above ail, it has confirmed in the
people of India, of every race and
creed, the ‘inspiring sentiment of an
Empire established by their aid and
to be muintained by their loyalty.

Lord Curzon in the House of Lords
lamented a want of imagination on
the part of the Government in dealing
with the question of the British
“Indians in the Transvaal. In truth,
very little imagination is required fo
appreciate the indignation with which
British India, as a partner in making
and maintaining the Empire, has re-
sented the treatment of its colonists in
South Africa, and the apathy of the
*Imperial Government in allowing the
unassorted humanity of whites in the
Transvaal to decree the degradation
of the whole people of India on the
ground of recial inferiority. Lord
Ampthill has declared that the whole
course of our administration in- India
justifies this resentment.

" Civis Britannicus,

I have asserted -that the British
Indiens in the I'ransvaal are a branch
of the great communi'y of His
Majusty’s Indian subjects who have
migrated to various partsof the Empire

British-subject all over the world, but
it would be absurd to claim for them
any more than lor uther British sub-
jects, nor do they ¢laimn for themselves
an unrestricted liberty of migration
and residence. - I will endeavour ty
make clear the nature and extent of
their claim.

It is getting to be more and more
evident that the existence of the Em-
pire depends on a2 settlement of the
question of the rights of His Majesty's
Indian subjects beyond the jurisdiction
of the Indian Guvermment.
31, Lord Crewe intimated as much in-
a sympathelic reply to n deputation of
the South Africa British Indian Com-
mittee, and on the same day Colonel
Seely, in replying to questions in the
House of Commons on the position
of the Indians in Lhe Transvaal,
frankly assoviated himself with this
opinion, ' ’ .

- A preat deal has recently been
written on the subject, and the recent
visit of the American fleet to Australia
has ca’led attention Yo the general
question of the relation of the white
to the coloured races, in its influence
on the cohesion of the Empire, in a
way I have no intention to discuss,
but which it would be fully to ignore.

. A proposal, originally made, 1 lhiqk,
by Z%e Zumes, that the Imperial
Government should take the initiative
in securing a thorough discussion of.
the whole qiestion of Oriental
migration into Drtish colonies by
calling a conference, has been advo-
cated by Lord Ampthill, and more
recently by Me. Munro Ferguson and
a group.of Liberal members of Parlia-
ment.
it, but it 'is doubtful how far the
colonies are prepared to enter the
corference with an open mind,

in the belief that a British subjectisa -

On July .

There is much to commend
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Whether the moment is opportwie
for such a conference is open to doubt.
There is at present an epidemic of
prejudice against the coloured races
which has been justly compared to the
outbursts of anti-Semitic fury in the
Middle Ages. The question whether
the batred beiween the races is in-
herent and permancnt or whether it
will yield to the influences that have
controlled the position of the Hebrew
race is not yet finally decided. It 1s
well to consider the present position
of the Jews in the Empire after three
hundred ‘years of absolute exclusion
” from England and many centuries of
endeavour to extitpate them as ve-
corded by Lord Beaconsfield : .

“The altempt to extirpate them has Leen
made undet the most favourable augpices
and on the largest scale; the most con-

" siderable means that man could command
have been pertinaciously applied tlo this
object for the Jongest period of recorded
time, Egyptian Pharaobs, Assyriankings,

Roman emperors, Scandinavian crusaders,

Gothic_princes and holy inquisite-s, have

alike devoted their energies to the fulitlment

of this common purpose. Expatriation,
-exile, captivily, confiscation, torture on
the most ingenious and massacre on the

most extensive scale—a curious system of
degeading cus'oms and debasing lawswhich
would have broken the heart of any other
people, have Leen tried, and in vain.
"There is a curious analogy in the
cases. I, in accordance with the
sentiment of the time, it has been'the
modern policy of the white man to
resort to degrading custowns and de-
. basing laws rather than physical torture
and inassacre, the unwritten law of
lynching in America is being_con-
" stantly applied to the coloured popu-
lation with almost incredible ingenuity
of malice. Quite recently an untried
- offender was placed on a pile of cord-
wood, both being saturated with
kerosene oil. A match was touched

~- to him,” and not only was the con-

flagration watched with shouts of joy,
" but within & few hours thousands of
post-card photographs were being sold
in the streets. And this in days when
it is -declared to be the duty of all
- coloured races to acknowledze the
inherent and permanent supetiorily of
the white man. Nevertheless, de-
plorable as are such incidents in their
nature and frequency, they do not
disturb my confidence that the nobler
_ instincts of humanity which bave con-
trolled the destiny of the [ewish race
wili in time secure for his Majesty's
Indian subjects throughout the Empire
a position [ree from legislative dis-
honour and disqualification.
" President Reosevelt has declared
that there is but one safe rule in
" dealing with black men as with white
men—it is the same rule that must be
applied in dealing with rich men and
poor men—that is, to treat each man,
-whatever his colour, his creed or his
social position, with every possible
justice, on his real worth as a man.
That was the faith of Cecil Rhodes;
"I believe it to be the faith of the
people of England. .o
In the meantime, however, we have
to consider the specilic case of the
Indian as Ciors Britanmcus in the
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Transvaal. - It is admitted by the
Asiatic community that the right of
entry must be restricted, and it is im-
portant to remember that they have
constantly urgedthis. - Mr. Chamber-
lain, in the extract I have quoted from
his speech at the Colonial Conference
in 1897, clearly showed that it was not
the restriction of wholesale immi-
gration he condemned butthe inethods
by which the Svuth African Republic

in the speech to which I have referred,
seemed to assume thal the doctrine
known as Ceans Brafannicns means that
a citizen of the British Empire has a
right to roam all over the world. reside
where he will, behave as he will, and
demand the-constant protection of the
Imperial Government.  And he added

that the doclrine has been temporarily

abandoned. I agree with him in
believing that the abandonment ofthe
doctrine in this sense, if it existsat all,
need not be regarded as a disaster.
But the question of the rights of ihe
Indian in the Transvaal as Caps
Britenmcns is of a quite different
order. : ' .

_ The claims made on his behalf are
two : first, that his right of entry
should be limited by reasonable re-
strictions ; and secondly, that when

civil rights. I do not think I need add
anything to what has been said as to
his claim in respect of right of entry;
it is, briefly, that the right of re-entry
on the same conditions of voluntary
registration as were accepted under
the agreement of January, should be
given to all who can establish a legal
dotnicile in the Colony, and the right
of entry to educated Indians .entitled
to enter under the Immigrants Re-

Smuts, barred by the Registration Act.
As regards the civil rigbts claimed,
Colonel Seely made ‘a declaration of

to the general sense of the nation, in
saying “that i any one is admitted:
under the British flag he must be a
potential citizen and must sooner or
later be given equal rights with "all
other men.” In allusion to the policy
of the Trinsvaal having-for’its object
to squecze the domiciled Indians out
by the methods I have indicated he
was equally clear.  “ He did not pre-
tend that the Guvernment was without
concern fur what must happen to the
Indians when the policy underlying
exclusion was carried beyond ex-
clusion and pushed to the point of
dismissing those who were in the
country. It was a strong thing to ask
that any subject of the King should
be deprived of his living and sent
about his business through no fault of
his own* It is good to find that in
the only sense in which the - doctrine
ot Cius Britanmcus is urged on behalf
of the British Indian in the Transvaal
it 15 accepled by the Government,

But Colonel Seely suggests difficul-
ties in the way of oblaiping a re-

*[quote from 742 7imes Kepott, August 1,

sought-to enforce it. Colonel Seely, '}

legally domiciled he should be given

striction Act, but, according toGeneral |

poticy, which bas ‘commended itself.

cognition- of the claim from the Trang. -

vaal Government on the ground: that
it is a sell-governing colony. In my.

Rewmerv T eideavoured to make it clear
that whatever may-be the constitutional
position of other self-govetning colo-
nizs, the Constitution of the Transvaal
provided an elaborate machinery, de-

signed expressly for the protection of

article in the February number®f thiz, -

the community excluded from the-

{ranchise by the purely arbitrary inter-
pretations placed on the terms of the
Treaty of Verceniging. = It scems
nothing less than an- insult to'the

intelligence of the Empire to declare

that the issuc of Letters Patent and
Instructions -setling up responsible
government destroys’ the - validity ‘of
the Teservations they expressly endct.

The only alternative is to admit that

the Coustitution of the Transvaal gives

the Imperial Government ample

powers to “give. cffect to the policy

it advocates with the assent of the
nation. . But in the exercise of these

powers there is no reason why the -

reservations of the Constitution should
not.be dealt with as obligafions under
a treaty concluded with a foreign
power and negotiations for theif ful-

filment carried on, by the Imperial”

Government and the Transvaal, in the
same spirit and- by the same methods
as negotiations are carried on belween
allied or friendly nations. . In the last

resort there is, of. course, the same -
Otherwise -the.

tribunal of appeal.
position of his Majesty's Indian sub-
jects must’ become untenable, seeing
that.the Imperial Governmest is the
sole trustee of their extra-territorial

and international rights, and has the -

sole control of the power to have those
rights respected. . - - '

If friendly representations to the
Transvaal are made, as no doubt they

will be made in this spirit, there seems

every reason to hope that the policy

declared by Colonel Seely may lead
to an early settlement of the questions
immediately in dispute, and finally to
an effective and permanent setUement

L of the British Indian difficulty, not

only in the Transvaal but throughout
South Africa. - - S

UrLTra VIkEs. A measure has

been laid before the Natal Legislat-.

ive Assembly whereby it is proposed
that land let to Indians and natives
should not be registered as * beneli-
cially occupied,” the owner thereby
becothing subject to a quad uple tax.
The intention to _prevent Indians: ot

natives from all access-to the land™is

obvious, and the spirit in which this
measure has been framed is respon-
sible for most of the native froubles
with which that colony in pﬁiélﬁn’r
has been afflicted. ¥ortunately there
is little chance of such an oulrageous
piece of oppression being legaliséd.
It would be an infricgement of the
constitution granted to Natal, which-
lays down that no law shall be passed
which imposes disabilitics upon any’
British subjects on account of race.—
Morning Leader.
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A Richmond Licence
Refu ed

Ea -.Supréme Court Judgment

In the Suprune Cnurt this morn-
ing (says the Zwmes of Natal)y his
Lordsh:p the Cluefl Justice deliversd
judgment in the case of Haffagee v,
-the Richmond l.icensing Board. He
said, inter alia: B
This is an application Ly Hoosen
_Mahomed™ Haffagee for a rule nisi
directing the Licensing Board for the
" Division of Richmond, and John Mar

‘wick, “Harry George Gordon, and,
Witliam Sink, to show cause why a-

peremplory writ of mandamus should

not issue quashing the proceedings

in -an appeal heard 4nd deculed by
the board.

The applicant is the lessee of cer

" tain l1nd at Richmond under a lease

granted to bim in March, 1901, The

applicaat erected a building upon this

laind,.and carried on business therein
for a short time 1inder licence. lle
“-sub-let the premises frcm lime to time
to tenants who carried on business:
thercin as retail dealers.- The Tast
sub-tenant, Ismail, carried on business
until April of this year, when contrary
-to his agreement with the applicant
" he removed it to otber premises in the
village, obtaining from' the Licensing
Officer Lthé requisile transler of the

* licence. The present applicant there-
_upon applied to the Licensing Officer

" for the issue of a licence Lo himself to
carry on the trade of :a retail dealer,
which, on the 3rd of April; 1907, was
granted under Lhe provisions of Act 18,
1897. ‘Upon objection taken in res-
"pect of some defect in the advertise-
ment of the application, the Licensing
Board allowed an appeal. . The apph-A

. cant again applied to the' Licensing
" Officer, and on the 16th ot June last
thz licence now in question was grant-
ed to him. It appeais that at a meet-
ing called and held at Richmond on
the 27th of June for the purpose of
taking proceedings in respect of the

- granting of this licence, strong disap-
proval was expressed of the action ol

.the Licensing Officer in granting the"

licence in question without: having
“wgiven an. opportunity . of - petitioning
azninstit. - At this meeting the fnllow-
ing a nong other resolutions irrelevant
tu iis application were passed :—
1. " That Messrs. John Marwick,
- J.P,, W, Sipk, and H. G. Gordon are
.hereby authorised to represent us, as
appellants in the appeal to be lodged
ou Monday on our behalf-against the
granting of a licence to one l{oosen
" Mahomed Haffagee by Mr. von Gerard,
d.any expense to be delrayed-by us.
2, 4 That Mr. R, A. Marwick, solc-
. itor,ig hereby authorised to appear
on-our behalf 1'1': the forthcoming
“appeal.”
A special: p.)wer of attorney was

" pranted to Mr. R. A. Marwick by

Messrs. J. Marwick, Gordon, and
Sink, in'their capacity as members of
‘committee appointed by resolation

" proceedings of,

passed at the pubhc rneeting to insti-
tute proceedings of appeal against the
decision of the Licensing Oflicer.

The appeal was heard on the oth and

23rd of July last, when certain exzep-
tions were takenwhich arein substance
embodied in the grounds of this ap
peal. None of the e\c"eptlons were
allowed

" The grounds of the present applica-
tion are as follows :—

(a) That the Board was unable to
exercise a {ree, impartial and unbias-
sed -judgment and decision at the
hearing of the said appeal By reason
of the publlcatmn by the objectors 1o
the licence in the public Press of the
ahd resolutions pas-
sed at, a publi.c meeting of the resi-
dents of Richtnond wvillage, ‘whereat
protests ‘were recorded aga‘nst the
granting of such licence.

{b) That the said objectors caused
the publication of such procecdings
at a date subsequent to the lodging
of notice of appeal -to \he Licensing
Board.

(c) Thatthe r(.cord ol the proceed-
ings at such public meeting was lor-
warded to the public Press by the
secretary appointed at such meeling
for the purpuse of carrying out the
resolutions passed thereat.

(d) That the said Board was bns
sed and prejudiced by reason of the
publication of such proceedings.

{e) That the objectors (the appel-
lants befure the Licensing Board)
weré members of the community ap-
pointed for the purpose of prosecuting
the appeal,at and by a public meeting
of all classes of the commiunity, and,
as such, they had no status entitling
them to appeal against the df:ClalOn
ot the Licensing Officer, - -

- (fy That the appellants‘ belore the
T.icensing Board (John Marwick,

"H. G. Gordon, and W. Sink} did not
appeal to the said Licensing Board as |

individuals, but as delegates, or nom-
inees, of a public meeting, and as such
they had 0o lJocus standl.

(g) That the said John } \InrmcL

G. Gordon, and W, Sink. appeal-
ing.in'their capacity as delegates of
a public meeting, were  not persons
having an interest in the qucstion,
within the meaning of Section 6 of
Law 18 of 1897.

(h) That the Licensing DBoard
should have held, upon the evidence,
that the appellant (H. M. Haffagee),
having been the first licims\,e, and be-
ing the owner of the premiiscs in res-
pect of which the license was sought,
was entitled to a renewal of such
licence notwithstanding that his tenant
Ebrahim Ismail, had obtainzd a trans-
fir of such licence to other premises.

(i) That the Licensing Bard was
wrong in not halding that the appel-
lant had a vested n;,h t and icteressin
respect of such licence over his prom-
ises, and that he was entitled to a re-
newal transfer thereot
~ {j) That there were no real proceed-
ings of appeal.

Mr. Tatham contended that this
Court had not jurisdiction to hear
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this appeal, in view of the provisions
of Section 5 of Act 18 of 1897, which
provides that “‘a decision come to by
a licensing officer as to the issue or
refusal of & licence shall not be liable
to review, reversal, ur alteration by
any Court of Law, or otherwise than
is in the next section provided ™ and
of the next section, which provides
tor an appzal by the applicant, or any
other person having an interest, (o
the Licensing Board of the division,
appointed under the Liquer Act,
1895, who may direct the issu2 or
cancellation of the licence granted by
th: Licensing Officer.

Mr. Tatham, in lurther support ol
his objeztion as to our jurisdiction,
presented an argument which, as far
as I know, has never belore been ad-
dressed to this Court in connection
with appeals against the decisions of
licensing boards.  His contention was
that a l.censing board was nota Court
or tnibunal under Sectdon 8 of the
Supreme Cowrt Act (3o, 1896), which
conflers upon this Court power- to

Teview the proceedings of all inlerior

Courts of justice or tribuanals, and to
exercise full supervision and control
over all ngistrates and othet judicial
olficers, and, if necessary, to sct asids,
amend. or correct their proceedings.
We ourselves bave held that it isnot a
jadicial, but an administrativa body, ’
This Court has, in a secries of cases,
held that it has jurisdiction to quash
the preeeedings of licensing boards in
cases coming within the Act, for
irregularily_in prozedure, and the like,

The first objection is founded on
the publication 1n the public news-
papers of a report of the proceedings
of the meeting held at Richmond
prior to the lod;ment of the notice of
appesl.  “T'he doctrine that the mem-~
bers of a board- are incempelent be-
cause they may bave read (though
there was no evidence that they had)
the report which gave opinions
as to the- advisability of an appeal,
and in a matter of pgreat public
intercst, were strongly expressed is a
novel one to me. If the argument is
sound, we might often have to recuss
ourselves because we may havereal
the newspaper reporis of meetings at
whith questions _coming before us
may have been discussed. 1 have
never heard of a case in which judges
have refused to sit because they knew
that the subject on which they
were requm.d to decide was one
aftecting the interests of, or agitating
the mind of, the commumty of which -
they were members. Fhere is nothing
to show that any mewnber of the Board
was present at, or took any part ‘in,
the meeting.  There is nothing upon
record from which we can iofér bias.
The mere fact, ifit be a tact, tHat they
were intercsled as members of the
community, in the question, is not, 1n
my opinion, sufficient.

The Board is an administrative rather
than a judicial body. In' Kajee's
first case, Acting Chief Justice Mas m
spid that the question as to the com
petency of a person e sit as a membe
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of the Board was one which'was for
"the Board itsell to decide, as, indeed,
Mr. Tatham contended in this case,
énd that the Roman-Dutch authorities
were clear that if 2 member of a court
is recussed, the Court itsell can decide
" the question. In the second case, 1
‘said upon a similiar question that we
could send the matter back in order
that the licensing authorily might
- consider and determineit. We, how-
ever, decided the question affirmative-
- ly ourselves, so that, however the
matter may be viewed, whether.as a“
question for the Board to decide, or
as one proper for our decision, we
cannot inter{ere on this ground. The
Board has decided it, and 1 think
- that the decision of the Board was
right upon this question,
As to the next objection, that the
respondents bad no status to object,
while it is true that they were appoint-

-ed-at e public meeting, on behall of

those present, most of whom I assume
were rate payers, or otherwise interest-
ed, it would be monstrous, 1 think, if
the mere appointment of persons

_qualified in their own right by a large |

" number of persons similarly qualified
operated as a disqualification of those
appoinbted to move for the reversal of

“the Licensing Officer's decision.

The next question, which relates to
the sufficiency of the interests of the
oltjectors as entitling them to object,
is one which requires caref] con-
sideration. As the three objectors
Were rvatepaycrs and householders,
and two ofthetn resident in Richmond,
and one a competitor in business, I
am of opinion that they had z suffi-

~cient interest to entitle them to appeal”
under Section 6 {rom the decisica ol
the Licensing Board. ) :

As regards to the last question, that
the appellant had a vested right and
interest, it is clear to me that he Kad
hot.  Although the appellant had at-
one time held a licence to carry on
the business of a retail dealer upon
the demised premises, he was not the
holder of it at the time when he made
his application. We are not entitled
upon this application to consider

- Whether the Board was right in grant-
ing a renewal of the licence to his
tenant in respect of other premises, in

‘view of the covenant in the leage
between the appellant and his tenant

~Mahomed, that upon the termination
of the lease the licence was to « again
be transferred to the name of the
lessor.”  This might have afforded z

- good ground of objection to the
transfer- or granit of a licence to the
tevant. To my mind, the licence ap-
plied for was a -new licence, but
whether it was or not, the Act draws
no distinction between a new and an
old licence, The licence has to be
taken out annually. I think the apphi-
cation must be refused.
The Bench concurred,
' .‘No order was made as to costs.

TND'MN Mai.. S.S5 Umfult sails
for Beira, Ceylon, and India, to-mor-
- 10w (Sunday). Mails close at § a.m,

The Real Ag_itéxtdrs_
" White” Storekecpers

The following letter appears in T/
Zimes of the 3oth September 1—

‘Bir,—Mr. Stuart 1lelps’ letter on
the British Indian question.in the
Transvaal throws new light inte a dark
corner ; but it was so dark that I
should like, if you will let me, to hold
the light even cioserin, Mr. Helpssays
truly, “It is not the ease that the
whole of the white population in the
‘Transvaal is antagonistic tb the Brit-

ish Indians of that colony or that all |

the whites in the Transvaal are in
favour of their expulsion,” My ex-.
perience is nlso like his, that many,
especially of the poorer classes, both
Boer and British, have had good reas-
on to be grateful to the Indian trader,
who in a country of very high prices
is willing to carry on the work of dis-
tribution at a reasonable profit. It.is
also tne bare truth, however ugly, that’
“ the agitation against the Indian trad-
er was started by the white storekeep-
ers—the only real agitators the Indian
need fear.” The retort that.both
parties in thé Transvaal (and so pre-
sumabiy the whole white community)
are agreed upon this point—ygu your-
sell, Sir; appear to make this suggest-
ion in aleading article—is riot so very.
convincing when one reflects that in
the Transvaal, zs in some other coun-
(ries, 2 wealthy and powerful class may
sometimes procure legisiative assist-

ance upon which the electorate has

not been definitely consulted,

This same astute. * white storekeep-
er,” who affects to voice Transvaal
sentiment, would also identify bis
petty interests with the whole white
sel-governing Colonies, and thus en-
list-their powerful support. ‘The cry-
of “white” may perbaps catch the
colonizl fighting for a “white Austra-
lie,” who -may think .the Transvaal
problem like his own. But itds very
different. Canada and Australia are
—and long may they . remain—a
“ white man’s land,” . South Alrica
never bas been and never will. The
ooly question there is whether, among
a'l the various coloured races (some
ten to one against the white) the one
marked for expuision shall be the one
probably’ the most advanced in civil-
1sation, the one certainly to which we
are the most bound in honour and in-
terest, and whose only fault is that,
instead of being content to ¢ompete
with the other coloured races in man-
ual labour, it darcs to compete suc-
cessfully with the “ white storekeeper,”
and thus helps to bring the necessaries
and comforts of Jife nearer to a large
majority of the white pop:!ation.

One more lantern shide for those
who have not lived in the Transvaal.
These *white storekeepers "—the
“whiteness” is not always very clear.

‘Among those who boast the name and

claim racial distinction are to be
found Continental undesirables. of a

very low type, whose class of trade

-

often brings them. into the PoIiég.

extreme of impudence that those who,
without any personal worthiness, had
themselves but receotly received® the
benéfits of British protection, should
often be the first to how! as  “ white
storekeepers” for the exclusion on

racial grounds of British born subjects
so infinitely superior to theniselves in

all_the essentials of civilization ds

‘were many.of these Transvaal Mahom-

cdans and Hindus: - -

Yours faitbfully,

- 7 B ELLERSHAW.

Commoun-rdom, ’
Middle Temple, E.C,

e

Selections from the Home
- " Press :

-0d" (he Transvaal Quesiion

The Saturddiy Resrew of the 261h’

September says —

A Gght to & finish % the only dus-
cription which fits the attitude ‘of botlh

the Transvaal Goverhment and- the
British Indians, - The Registratioh
Amendment Act has this week cotme

into force, and the points on which

the Government have modified the
original measure do nhot satisfy the
Asiatics._ -According to- My, .Drum-
mond Chaplin, -the Progressives-ate
with Mr._Botba and bis colleagues in
the action theyare taking, but if the
whites are united, the Asiatics are de-
termined. The agitation is spreading
and the British Indians, not in the

Transvaal alone but in “India itself,
are appealing to the Imperial Govern-
ment. Mr. Gandhi is comting to

England, and Lord Crewe and Lord
Morley have their work cit out in
trying to reconcile the ‘differences.: of
those whose interests are in the charge
of their several departments. The
conflict, enbittered as it hay been by
the spiriv in which the Transvaal

only another illustration of the loose
system we call the British Empire.

On, the same date

2 the Stafist re:
marks ;— :

the 'g‘ransvaa!, our Government having
declined to recommend the King to

- negative it.  The measure was passed_

unanimously through the Transvaal
Legislature, and it appears to meet
with the approval of nearly all parties,
here at hame, The approval of home
parties, however, signifies little. Ever

historical student knows that the inf-
post of & fec duty in the 13 original
American colonies was approved
practically by all parties in England.
Now it is” condemned with equal
unanimity,
that the result will not be 2s serions

in regard to India as it was in' regard
to the 13 original colonies. |

e [

We most sincercly hope -

cottrls, It always Seeed to. tne the - °

v

took up the question, is unfortunately -

This weck the Asiatic Registra_ﬁori ‘
Amendment Act came into force in
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The Detained Indians

ﬁSnprcme Court Procie_dings '

Hulki Described as a !’alace'

In the Supreme Court, on Tuesday,

before the. Chiefl Justice (Sir Henry

Bale), Mr. Justice Beaunjont, and
Mr.” Justice Broomne, the matter of
Ismail Amod Mamee snd other In-
dians v. the Principal Immigration

- Restriction Officer was heard, In this

-malter a rule was granted on Oct. 120,

calling upon the Principal Immigra-
tion Restriction Officer to “produce
belore the -Court, on O.ut. 27, the
budy of Fsmail Amod Mamee, and to
show Ly what authority he -detained’
the applicants, and ‘why he should
not_be directed forithwith to rclease
and discharge them; and, further,’
why he should not be called upon to
pay the costs of the application. - |

In an affidavit, Mr. Harry Smith,
Principal Immigration Restriction

- Offices, said that the Indians in ques-
‘tion were placed on the detention

ship in terms of thé provisions of
Section 17 of Act 30 of 1903, they

- having been declared prohibited im-

migrants, on the .ground that they
were unable to satisly him that they

- had been formerly domiciied in this
- Colony, and on the further ground

_ (a)

. that they were unable to comply with

the educational test submitted to
them, under Section 5, sub-Section
Notice had been given to the
Government of Natal by the Govern-
ment of the Transvaal that Asiatics

" who refused to comply with cerfain-

requirements of the latter Government
wouldenct be received as immigrants
into the Transvaal, and he (Mr.
Smith). had been infurmed by thic

_ representative’ of the Transvaal Gov-

ermnment that the said Indians repeat-
edly refused to comply with the
requirements set before them. _Two,
however, had since done so, and had
been released from the detention

- ship, and furnished with visiting--

passes to-enable them to pursue their
joumey to the Transvaal. Fhe Indians

“could only come before him (Mr.

Smith) on two grounds : (a) As appli-
cants for leave to appeal against his

- decision in terms of Section 10 of

P

Act 30 ol"1943, or (b) as applicants
for visiting passes. under Section a2
of the Act. The Indians now on the

_detention ship had not come before

him on ground (a), but on ground (b),

. and he had refused to accede to their

#pplication. Ile rested his refusal-
on the discretion given him by Section
25 of the Act, and his discretion had
been guided by the considerations
that the applicants having netified
their refussl to comply with the
requirements mentioned==compliance

" with which alone would enable them

to be received as immigrents in the

‘the Transvaal,

Transygaleithe granting of \'iaitiN%
Patscs to them would be anjact ¢

S
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supererogation, and one likely to be
prejudicial to the interests of this
Colony. It was also stated that the
Indians in question had from the
fiist been offered every facility for
procuring necessaries. Also that the
detention ship was a vessel fitted up

1 within the past three years by 2 lead-

ing citizen of Durban for the accom-
modation of his wife and family, and
that the vessel offered a degree of
comfort for those now living in her

in excess of that they would enjoy as

deck_ passengers of many Indian-
carrying steamships. She had been

“certified by the Port Caplain to be fit

to accommodate over 100 ‘persons,
and was provided with a good supply
of fresh water, fuel and cover against
weather. Mr. Smith also said that
he had acted throughout this matter
as Principal Immigration Restriction
Officer, and not in his private capa-
city. .. : A
" Mr, Romer Robinson, in a further
affidavit, submitted that the Indians
réferred to were not ‘such prohibited
immigrants as were contemplated by
Section 17 of Act 30 of 1903, not
being immigrants intended for this
Cotony, but for 2 neighbouring State,
With regard to other allegations in
affidavits, by Mr. Smith and Mr.
Burgess (the representative in Derban
of the Transvaal Colonial Secretary’s
Office, Asiatic affairs branch), Mr.
Robinson said that Mr. Smith had
personally informed him that the only
réquirement of the Transvaal Govern-
ment which the said Indians were
unable, or refused, to” comply with
was the finger-print regulation, and
that they were otherwise [ully entitled
to transit passes, : .
There were also affidavits by the

 Indians themselves, stating that they

had a domicile in the Transvaal, had

been on a wisit' to India and now

merely wished to pass through Natal
on their way to the Transvaal, They
admitted the refusal to give their
finger-prints until they had consulted
a solieitor. ’

On the matter again coming before
the Supreme Court yesterday, Mr.
Tatham, K.C.,” with him Mr. Romer
Robinson, appeared for the appli-
cants, and the Attoroey-General' (Mr.
Carter, K.C.) appeared for the res-
pondent. . .

The Indian Ismail Amod Mamee
was in Court, '

Mr. Tatham, after mentioning that
since the matter arose both vessels,
the ' Gouverncur and the Kronprins,
had lett the Colony, went on to sub-
‘mit that the action of the Principal
Immigration Restriction Officer had
no sanction whatever in Iaw, and that
he was™ wrong in subjecting these
persons to detention. - They wete
domiciled in the Transvaal—there
was nd gerious dispute on that point

- —=1nd were merely passing through

Natal to take up their residence in
It was perfectly
apparent {fom the affidavits that the
ground lor making prigonets of these
people) and for keeping them prisons

ers, was not that they had committed
any violation of the law of this Colony,
but that they were persons who were
passing through Natal for the purpose
of resuming their rights of citizen-
ship in the country in which they
were domiciled, and they might not
comply with the legal requirements of
the Transvaal in entering, That very
curious ground for making prisoners
of people had probably never been .
advanced in any civilised community -
before, and yet, on such a ground,
the Court was seriously asked to
sanction that illegal imprisonment,
Surely, no law could possibly be con-

‘strued by their Lordships to mean

that the police authorities were en-
titled to seize the persan of a man -
wno happened to be passing through
their country because, when he got
into the other country he might com-
mit an offence. A touching solicitude -
for the wellare of the Transvaal was
apparently the only ground on which -
it was sought to justify the detention
of these persons, under circumstances
of great hardship, as the affidavits
showed. Since the first application,
the Indian woman who bad been
expecting confinemenf had been
delivered of a still-born' child, pro-
bably due to the harsh treatment she
had received. The detention of the
Indians was aunticipating closer union
with a vengeance. What on earth
this Colony had to do with carrying
out the laws of the Transvadl it was.
difficult to say, but to see the ma-
chinery of this Colony put to the use
of arresting and subjecting people
to rigorous imprisonment, becpuse
they might, at a future date, be guilty
of a breach of the laws of another
State, was so monstrous and pre-
posteraus, that one felt it difficult to
argue against it. Proceeding, Mr.
Tatham argued that these Indians
could not be dealt with under the
Natil Immigration Restriction Law,
because they were not immigrants in
Natal, being simply on passage
through this Colony. Where they
had oppressive and restrictive, legis-
lation of that kind the law must be
construed very strictly, and in that
connection he referred to the dic-
tionary-definitions of the word “im-
migrant,” to show that it did not
mean a mere passenger through a
a country, but a person who entered
a country for the purpose of perman-
ent residence. o .

The Chief Justice ; Supposing the
Transvaal authorities won't aliow
these Indians to cross their border,
and they had to remain in Natal, is
there no power then to expel them ?e
" Mr, Tatham said there was power
under the Act, but that did not affect
the ptesent question. Proceeding,
Mr. Tatham argued that nothing in
the Act gave the Crown authority to
detain these Indiang afier their ships
had sailed, and he also peinted out
that they had never been brought be-
fore a magistrate, In conclusion, Mr.
Tatham asked their Lordships to may
that, in detalning these people, the



b

532

‘OCIOBER .3iST, 1908

Principal Immigration Restriction
Offizer had wrongly exercised his dis-
cretion—if he had discretion in the
matter—and that the Indians should
be released forthwith, )

‘I'he Attorney-General replied at
length, and submitted that, if they
locked at the Act in question, it
would be found that the respondent
“in this case had acted strictly within
the letter of the law. He contended
that the interpretation intended by
the Legistature must be given to the

. word “immigrant,” and they could
not be restricied by Webster in defin-
ing that term.  The intention -of the
Act was to prevent the coming into

" Natal, whether in guise of passengers,-
- or otherwise, of persons who were not
suitable as immigrants of Natal.

The Chief Justice:- Was it not
the intention to, prevent the settle-
ment of undesirable persons?

The Attorney-General :  Yes; and
prevention will not be had if an un-
.desiralle- person can come in by
claiming to be 2 ~passer-through, and

* then change the desire with which he
. slarted.  Proceeding, the Attorney-
General said thaty according o Mr
Tatham's definition of the termy *im-
migrant,” there could be no prohib-
ited immigrants, (or until a man ac-
quired a domicile he could not be an
immigrant. He {the Attorney Gen-
eral) submitted, instead, thit the in-
terpretation intended by the ILegis-
lature must be given. He pointed
out that the present applicants were
unable to read, or sign, in any Europ-

ean language, & requirement under’

the law, and he thought he might
rest his case on that fact alone. Ile
also relied upon the provision in the
*~ Act that any person might be pro-
hibited who seemed undesirable” (o
the Minister, on account of infoima-
tion received by him from any Secret-
ary of State, Colonial Minister, or

other reliable source. In this instance |

the applicants bad told the Restric-
tion Officer that they would not_com-
ply with the Transvaal law as to
© finger prints, and he thought that
softicient justification for the prohibi.
tion. It was inadvisable, when two
States were peacelul ncighbours, for

_ une to introduce persons who intend-
ed to break the laws of the other. "

Continuing, " the  Attorney-General
pointed out thit, under 1the Act, the
Principal Immigration Restriction
Officer had discretion in the matter,
and was not even bound to give
reasons for his action. In this case
the applicants had not complied with
the law, If they were not prohibited
. immigrants, but appsared to -be so,
-their course was to deposit £ioo
with. the Restriction Officer, before
landing, which sum would be returned
them on the establishment of their
dona fides, and they have not obtained
a certifizale from the magistrate or
Minister that they were not prohibited
~ that  Act.  Instead, "th: course
Ey look was to gn straight away to
thd*Chief Megistrate for a temporary
int’grdict,- ne doubt, with the object
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of preventing their being deported
until their ship had gone "away, SO
that they could come and plead t!mt
to strengthen their positicn. The.
Restriction Officer’ had complied
with all-the pravisions of Section 17.

With regard to the vessel on which

these people were -detained, and
about which so much bad been said,
he did dot know why it was called a
hulk. -It was .a place such as thou-
sands ol these people would “be only
too glad to live in; compared with
their homes in India and elsewhere
it was a palace.. To describe whut
was really a 'palace to-them as a
dungeon was an argument which he
had no doubt would be treated as it
deserved.  Alter submitting at length
his contemtions that these people were
not entiticd, under the Act, to either!
a visiting pass, or an embarkation
pass, the Attorney-Géneral said that,
suppesing a thousand of  these
people were allowed to pass through
to the Transvaal border, they would
just be put back over the - bhorder
tor refusing to comply with the
law, and the rcsult would be that
the Government would have to take

{them back lo the port, and either.

find a ship for them to go back to their
country or keep them unuil the ship
which had brought them returned
bere, which-might be months, The
Attorney-General concluded by ask-
ing for the dismissal of the applica-
tion, so that arrangements could be
made for the deportation of these
people us soon as possible.

My, Tathamn was heard in reply,
and emphasised that no . considers-
tions, political or otherwisz, must be
allowed to weigh, in consiruing the
intention of the Legislature as™ shown’
in the Act. He also pointed out
that, as a matter of {act, these people
had never lunded, and, therefore, had-
not contravened any Act whalever.

~ The Chiel Justice announced (hat
he hoped the Court would be able to
g've. judgment this (Wednesday)

morning, but they might not be able
to do s».  However, judgment wouid
be delivered as soon as possible.

‘The Court then adjourned.

The Decision,

In the Supreme Court, on Wednes-
day morning (says the Zimes of
Natal, judgment was given. .

His Lordship the Chiel Justice

- said he inclined to De. Villier’s opin-

ion as to the safeguarding of the
liberty of the “subject under the
Roman-Dut: h Law. He had frequent-
ly acted upon the principles of- that’
law, which were not very different
{from those which the English Judges
enfor:el tn conzidering applications
fur a writ ol Aadeas corpus. The
quistions in this case were of vital
importance, and came before the
Court {.ur decision, as far as he knew,
for the first time. He quite agreed
that the Court had held,:and not sel-
dom, that, in inlerpieting  such ‘stat-
utes, the Court should, where there
was any qaestion of doubt, lean to a

coastruction in favour of the liberty

‘terpretation of the law.

lessness.

. P : -
of the subject, and, where any diffi-
culty occurred, they would be justi- f
fied in adopting a benign “interpreta-
tion. He also suggested that there-
might be expected- from the Govern-
ment, and from the . officials who ad--
ministered such stalutes, a benign in-
They had
alrendy had-occasion to criticise the .
action of the Government in 1efusing
intercourse between ~the "applicants
and their legal advisers, but he did-
not think that action -could be char-
acterised.as one-ol harshness, or law- .
He liad no doubt that the
refusal, improper as he thought it,
had been brought about by a miscon-
ception on the part ol the Restriction
Olfficer of W's rights; and, further, it -
was clear that he had- acted on in--
structions from the Government,
The first thing to be decided was the
meaning to- be given- to the .term
« prohibited immigrant.” “The Court
bas been referred to various diction- -
aries,~ but he could not say that |
references to dictionaries always ‘af- .
forded guidance to-the determination
of the wording of statules. . Il it
were necessary to have-dictionaries to
determine what . was an immigrant; -
and what was meant by ‘1o immi-_
gratz, * he thought he would be able
to find authority. in consistence with
the meaning he m2ant to give to the
werds as used in the Act. In the.
preamble of the Act it -stated that it
was expedient to place closer restric-
tion” on immigrants, and to make

| provision lor the-remorval of prohibit-

ed immigrants, - Even though . it
might be expected, there was no
aclual defin'tion-of the term in the
Act, but he did not think .there-
would be any difficulty in determin-
ingthe meaning (rom the wording of
the Act itsell. In Section 4 they’
were told what was-not "a prohibited
immigrant—thase specially provided
for by law, as were indenturzd Indi--
ans. Qther offizial persons were also
excepted. Bul he thought they would
be able to find the proper definition
in Section 5. Amongst ‘those per-

| sons who were prohibited were any

persons who, when asked to do so,
were unable’to make out and sign, ix
some European: language, the appli-_
cation requiired by law, to the satis-
faction of-the Minister; and any per-.

 son without visible means of support,.

and likely to become a pauper, and a

| public charge. Other. persons were

mgntioned, but it would be unneces-
sary to consider them. It wassfated,”
and not denied—in-fact, hé thought
it was admitted—that the applicants,
were persins who were uaable to
write -out and sign the application.

He thought the Act was intendedgto

apply to all persons who came within
the disqualifications, other than those
who were expected under the preced-
ing section, or any other scction—as,
for instance, those persors who, un-
der Section 10, had deposited £ 100, |
and -who "had, within a week, been
able to ‘obtain"‘irdm the Rlinister a

certificate to the effect that "they'id
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not fall under the prohibition clatses. -
Thay bad not to deal with that case,
He thought there could be no doubt,
after a consideration: of the purview
of{t, that the A-~t was intended to
apply to all persons who came within
the definition, whether they intended
to remaib in the Colony or not
That this was so, he thought, was clear
“from the wording of Sections 6 and
7, which provided that any police
offizer or other .authotised oflicial
might, subject to-certain exceptions,
" prevent- ‘any prohibited Immigrant
from entering Natal by land ‘or sea.
The next section provided that any
prohibited immigrant making his way
into; or found in, Natal, might be re-
_maved, This evidently contemplated .
a residence in Natal lacking in per-
manency. - . . S -
Alter careful consideration of the
statute, and of the arguments advanced
by counsel, he thought he could
afrive at no other conclusion than
+that the applicants were prohibited
immigrants within the - meaning of
Section -5, aud not entitled—or not
shown. to bé-—to any consideration
_under the exemptions contained in
the Act itself. He came now to the
-consideration of the next question=-
‘as td whether the applicanls were
eatitled to visifing passes. = It was
clear that they were not entitled to
-emliarkation - passes. These were
provided to meet the case of persons
who, being prohibited iminigrants,
desired to pass through Natal in.order
to embark at Durban. He was not
prepared to say, nor was it necessary

at-that stage to decide, whether the

applicants would he entitled to obtain
visiting~ passes, even’ though they
intended simply to pass-through the
Colony to the Transvaal. He did
not think it necessary to decide that
" question, - because, even presuming
that they were entitied to ask lor
visiting - passes, he was not by any
-means ~ certain that they would be
entitled to demand those passes as a
-might. It was provided in Section 23
that the officer. appointed under the
Act should have discration to .grant
or refuse visiting embarkation passes.
‘I'tie Courts of Law in Natal and in
England did not lightly interfere with
“the exercise by statutory officers ol
their discretion, even when that dis-
cretion was vested in them in words
less-absolute than - those of the pre-
sant Act.  1ic doubted, having regard
-to the decisions ol the Courts, whether
they could hold that the refusal of a
visiting pass was improper  In coo-
nection with the third question, as to
whether the applicants were entitled
‘otherwise to be_discharged from the
place where they now were, it would
¥9e necessary to briefly refer to the
facts of the case, which he did. Ile
said nothing as to whether the Re-
striction Officer had wisely exercised
his discretion, for the reason that the
applicants had refused to have tbeir
finger-prints taken on arrival in the
Transvaal, Whether he did or not,
the Courts of Justice in Natal or avy-

where else had to be absoiutely un-
Cinfluenced by any political consider-
ation,-or by any regard to the conse-
quences that might result from their
decisions—decisions which were based
upon the law they bad to administer;
also he did not think it had been
necessaty to cite high authorities in
that respect. He asscciated himself
with the opinion of Chief Justice de
Villiers, who when asked to consider
the troublous state of the country,
had refused to do anything but ad-
minister the 1w without fear, favour,
or —prejudice.  The Court 'was not
concerned with the consequences,
The Restriction Officer had stated, in
a letter Lo Mr, Romer Robinson, that
the removal of the prohibited immi-
grants had been cirrid out in accord-

J-ance with Section 17 of the Act, and

ke had given reasons for his action.
Alterwards, in an affidvit, he said the
same thing—that the applicants had
been unible to comply with. the
educational tests- _ This was enough
to satisly him that the applicants were
restricted immigrants. He was not
satisfied that the detention boat in
question was an improper place, in
terms of Section 17 of the Act,
_was quite comlortable—probably more
50 than many rooms on shore, He
was satisfied that, in selecting the
boat for. the applicants, the Govern-
ment had not treated them with want
of consideration, or with harshness,
The question he had to ask himself
~was: Was the detention of the appli-
cants justified by Section 17 of the
Act, . Prohibited immigranis were
only detained in-the detention ship
on representations being-made by the
master of the vessel on which Lhey
arrived. - They had, however, to be
returned -to the ship when it was
about to sail. He thought the Restric-
tion Officer, in his affidavit, might
t have - given fuller particulars about
the circumstances under which he
caused the applicants to be removed
from the ship to the hulk; but he
was not prepared, in the absence of

<o removed and detained in terms of
the provisions of Section r7. Ie
presumed they had rightly been placed

rightly detained there ; but 1the ques-
tion he had to now ask himsell was:
Were they still rightly detained ? He
understood that the ship in which they

{arrived had lett Natal, and it was,

theretore, impossible to put the appli-
cants aboard unless it returned to
Durban. In looking closely at the
section, they said the dbhject was to
provide for thé temporary detention
of prohibited immigrants, only during
the ship’s stay in the port, and no
longer. It was also provided that the
cost'of landing, removal, maintenance,
&c., should be borne by the master
‘ol the ship.- The object of this was
to cast upon the ship the burden and
responsibility of providing for pro-
hibited immigrants while in Natal
It was quite clear to his mind that it

It.

any denial, to say that they were not’

there, and, for a time, had been-

was uot intended by Section 17 to

provide for the detention of prohi-
bited immigrants for an unlimited
time, but merely during the time their
ship was in port. It might be in-
convenient, and even cruel, to keep
the people aboard the ship during
the process of discharging or loading
carga.

1t was impossible now to teturn the
applicants to their ship. This might
be due to the action ol the people

themselves, in obtaining an interdict,

but he did not think that for exercising
what they thought their legal rights
they should be punished. It was not
necessary for him to determine what
the rights of the Government might

be in the event of the applicants

being released. It was not necessary
to consider the many provisions of the
statute concerning prohibited immi-
grants who might be landed. "He had
no shadow of doubt that these persons
were not liable to be detained after
the departure of their ship. The
Court had nothing to do but to grder
the release of the immigrants. It was
said that the applicants had obtained
an interdict preventing their removal;
but even so that in itself would not
justify the Court in allowing them to

‘

be kept on the hulk. Courts of law

were open td all persons, and, if a
person thought he had a right, he did
not think he should be punished for
irying to exercise that right.
Crown might have another remedy,
and, no doubt, if so, it would be
exercised. The order asked for should
be granted.

Mr. Justice Beaumont concurred.
He pointed out that if they depended

upon the dictionary for the word.
“immigrant,” there would be con-.
‘tradictions of terms and anomalies -

enough in the Act to make it unin-
telligible. - He thought the word in
the Act meant one who came into

Natal, and gave his reasons for so

thinking, *“Immigrant” in the Act

was referred to as one “ entering’

Natal by Iand or sea,” “making his
way into or found in Natal,” “whose

entry is prohibited,” and *“deemed to

have entered the Colony contrary to
this Act.”
that the applicants came under the
prohibition. The Act imposed serious
liabilities on the masters of ships—

The .

"There. could be no doubt .

one penalty was 2 fine of £10o—the N

opportunity being given them of

having such immigrants looked after

by the Government while the ships
were in port. There was no denial
of the fact that the Restriction Officer
had acted within the law, and had
intended to send them back by the
ship they arrived in. They must,
however, be now released. He ex-
pressed no opinion as to the right of
the Magistrate to restrain ‘a statutory
officer from doing what the law re-
quired him to do. ) )
Mr. Justice Broome said he agreed
with the general verdict. As Section
17 made no provision for such a case,

‘and as the applicants could not be

kept in custody untiltheship came back
he agreed that they must be released.
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An order was granted, calling upon
the Restriction Offices to [lo thwith-
release and discharge the applicants.
Costs were given the applicants,

.~ The Chiel Justice suggested that
visiling passes might be issued to
them.—Fimes of Natal.

Sir West-Ridgeway's .
 Letter '

The tollowing letter from the pen of
"Sir J. West-Ridgeway dated Sept.
2and, appsared in Fhe Times :—

The recent discussion in your
columns regarding the qiestion. ol
British Indians in the Trunsvaal has
fully justified your Correspondent in
his statement that the grievances of
these people have been redressed and
that they sre now claiming the “un-
restricted right of immigration into
the Transvaal for their lellow-country-
men, or, at any rate—which is much
the same thing—the right of immi-
gration subject only to suchrestrictions
as they themselves approve. It:.is
beyond question that the compromisr,
which, to quote Lord Ampthill's words,

““only related to registration, it had
nothing to do with immigration,” has

" Been loyally carried out by the Trans-
vaal Government, s .

There would be no objection to the
British Indians’ urging and pressing
the cluim for unrestricted immigration
it they did so by constitutional me hods
only ; but this is not the case, They
are seeking to attain their ends by
deliberate violation of the law; and

. unhappily theit lawless proceedings
are countenanced ‘and approved by
weltl-meaning but injudicious friends
-in England, who have evidently not
realized the mischievous conseque.c s
which may follow. Ifitis permissible
for British Indians in the Transvaal to
dely a law ol which they do not
approve, then why should it be a
criminal offence for their folluw-
countrymen to take the same course
in British India? It is particularly.
unfortunate<that Lord Ampthill, who
has been Governor of Madras and
.. officiating Viceroy of India, should
unwarily have placed himsell in this
somewhat compromising position.
Evidently, as I surmised, he has been
misled by his informants, and he will
now have learnt lor the first time from
your leading article of yesterday that
the British Indian leaders knew per-
fectly well when they accepted the
‘compromise that there was to be no
further immigration of Asiatics into
tbe Transvanl. He will also have
realized, what he evidently did not
know befure, that the ‘I'ransvaal:
Government has made, even in respect
uf immigration, greattr concessions
than those suggested by bis Majeaty's
Uovernment, ingamu:h as under J;c
newW law the Cuvernur—net the
Governer in Council=may approve
-the iasus of permits authorising any
_Asiatie==not mergly * tuling chiefs op
high efficials af Asjatic deacept "wrlo
suter thy Traasvanl,

" The Prospects of a
" Settlement -

Imperial Government Active

The ZFransonal Leader says:—
Readers will have learned wi'h interest
that Lord Crewe, the British Colonial
Secretary, who hids shown his usual
tact in handling this most awkward ol
Colonial problems, endorses th: view
put forward in these columns, that,
while this Colony should emphatica‘ly
refuse to allow the free entrance ol
Indians, educated or uneducated,
werun po danger in admitting not
over half-a-dozen per year. - It isto be:
hoped that along these lines a settle-
ment of the existing mipasse will be
found passible. ' B

l

; London, October 26,
At qu:stion fime in the House of

C 'mmons this afternoon, Col. Scely .

expressed the hope that Lord Crewe's
communications to the Tran,vaal
Government with reference-to Asiatic
immigrations, would secure conces-
sions whereby Indian professional

men would be allowed the right.of en-

ity. He added that considerable
‘concessions already had been mude —
Reuter. - :

—

‘London, October 28.—Thke dinner

given to-night by the Liberal Colanial |-

Club was eagerly anticipited, as it
was understnod it would be the ozca-
tion af an important proncuncement
by Colonel Seely with reference to
"Oriental immigration ta the British
colonies.-

The gathering at the dinner was
thoroughly representative.. It indlug-
ed 3.r West Ridgeway, Sir Albert

Hime, Mr. J. A, C. Graaff, Sir God-

frey Lagden, Mr. Iloney, Transvaal
D.rector of Customs, and a score of
members of Parliament,

Colonel S_ely, on rising, had a
most enthusinstic roception.  In the
course of I's speech he dwelt ujon
the Asiatic problex in the Transvaal
as more d fiicult of solution than that
in Natal. - The people ol Sauth
Africa, in the interests of humanity
and guod gowviroment, refuse to have
a yellow problem, He eutirely agreed
with that-position, but it was essential
that Indians wha were resicent in the
Transvaal befo:e the war should
receive generous Ireatment -Nov -

Fthieless hie regurded the statements as

to Indians suffering great hardships as
a total delusion. He paid a tnbute
to the conciliatory attitude of Gereral
Rothu ‘and Genernl 8my:s in the
mattety and sated he expested an
atly sebilement would bg arrived of,
The spaech waa lollawed 1y & disous.
sion in which the calenial view of the
immigration question was urged by
feveral speakers, The debate saop

hecame quite anlmatad‘—Reuter.

" Latest Telegrams f om -
- - the Transvaal - - -~

A R ' E. ol -
Johannesburg, Thutsday. --
Yesterday Mr. Gandhi was brought

to the High Courl in mistaken ex. -
pectation of the hearirg of Lallys -
case, wherein h: was subpeenaed for
the Crown. ‘Fhe case. comes on .
LO-mIOITOW. - :

" Mr. Gandhi looks thin, but cther- -

wise well. 1 understand that all In--
dian prisoners at the Fort are suffer- -

| ing (rom partial starvation en account’

-

of,the unnatural «iet.

The Zransoaal Leader, to-day,
commenting on the ordir of the

1 Natal Supreme - Court regarding the

detained Irdisns, says editorially :
The - jadgment is of significance
throughout the Empire, adding that
the Court affirms that the Government
of the Transvaal and the Government
ofl- Natal cannot- carfy. out secret -
ayreements to override laws ¢nacted
by thuir respective Parliaments. The
paper continues: We imagine evety”
lawyer in South Afri'a and every"
other person who has regard for law
and liberty, will rejuice at a judgment
_which vindicates afresh .the element-.
ary rights of memb 15 of thy British
Empire, ST o
o Friday, -

Messes, Imam Abdul Kadir Bawa
zcer, Moosa Essackji, S. P. Rajoo,
N. Govindu, and Padiachy were sen:
tenced yesterday at Volksrust to six
weeks' hard labour for refusing to
give meaps of ident'ficaticn. on' re-
turning lrom Charlestown.

At Boksburg twelve hawkers were
arcested yestoerday. An appeal was
noted in the case of the eleven
trad 'rs convicted on the previous duy-
oit the ground of their being wrang:
fully convicted. -~ - . -
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