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Keep _Firh;

- Keep zbso'utels  Arm - to  the

end. Saflfering ig our only remeds.

Victory is c-rtain.—A3fr, GAM)H!, from
N Volksrust Gaol. :

No more inspiring thought coutd
have been presented. to last Sunday’s
* Mass Meetng in Johannesburg than
that contained in Mr Gandhi’s last
message prior to his incarceration at
" Volksrust,
the . man—simple, straightforward,
penetrating, lolty. The note of deter-
mination_running through this en-
couraging valedictory is in harmony
with all that we know of Mr. Gandhi=—
when things look blackest, -that is the
moment when the supreme effort must
be made. - -

- It'is fair to say that the Tra.usvaal
" Indians present at the meeting
appeared fully. to realise the signi-
ficance ol the occasion, ‘Ihis is ‘the
-second time that their chiefl adviser
bas been snatched from their midst—
not because he had, in reality, com-
mxttedanyveryhemousoﬂ'ence,bcyond'
thatystaudmg at the cross-roads and
pointing out the path of safety, but
because he had chosen not to separate
himselé from bis less fortunate bre-
thren, and had determined to share
their fortunes, to make their lot his |
own.. And raalising this. fuct, the
_Teansvaal' Indians have nobly re-
"sponded to the call upon their best
“energies. The frame of mind of the
-people is very difierent from what it
was nine months ago. Then they

wview is considared of sufficient interest

The language is typical of

were untried ; they had not then
passed through the fires of adversity,
ang their mettle bad stitl to e proved.
Now, they are conscious of a recent
past upon’ which they can look back
with pride. They are not unmindful
of the confession that they forced
Irom Gencral Smuts last TFebruary,
when he admitted his  impotency
against a people who solidly refused
to co-opevate with him in his adminis-
tration of laws affecting their wellare,
and which they had determined to
disregard, seeing that they -had not
been consulted in the | raming of them.
And, from this retrospective attitude
of mind they may nuw also look ahead
to the not distant future when they
will have achieved their mild ambition,
and have once more salved the small
remnants of national honour and com-
munal selfrespect that the Imperial
and Transvaal Governments have
generously refrained (rom annexing.

- The meeting that -was leld in
London, towards the end of last week,
has undoubtedly dove much to en-
courage the Transvaa! Indians, lor
they bave been once more permitted
to know that their sufferings have gone
_to the hearts of their brethren in the
capital’of the Ewmpire, and that these
hwe united--to warn the Imperial
authorities once again of the grave
Imperial danger that hasarisen through
the narrow-mmded folly of the Trans-
vaal Government. Sir Mancherjee
Bhownaggree’s stinging rebuke to the
“Transvaal has, no doubt, aroused a
considerable amount of indignation
among those parochial defenders of
the sacrosanct white inhabitants of the
northern Cotony. - -

1t is just as well, as Burns has so
delicately put it “to-see ourselves as
‘others sze us.,”  And perhaps General
Swuts may learn from the reflection of
his repressive policy that has been
projected . - from Sir Mancherjee's
mirror. Let us hope that contact with
some of the more reasonable and
broad-minded statesmen of South
Alrica, that the Cape has sent to the
Convention, will widen his own hori-
zon, and enable him to see just alittle
beyond the tip of the Transvaal's
nose. '

THE LETTER THAT WE REPRODPUCE IN
another column from
Mr. Polak’s pen in
reply to the usual
vitriolic attack of the
Smr upon.Mr. Gandhi specially, and
the ‘Transvaal - Indian community
generally, makes very interesting
reading for the Philistines, who preler
to take the stellar dicta of Johannes-

burg enm grano salis. The editor of
the Star, besides being impervious to

. History
Repeats Itsell.

the lessons of experience, appears to

‘of his own back files.

be singularly ignorant of the contents
Last Jaouary,
on the day following Mr. Gandhi's
first sentence of imprisonment, at the
Fort, the Sfar expressed the following
opinion: *“The theory which underlies
their {the Government’s) present acti-
vity . ¢ . . is that the removal
ol the principal agitators will break its
back (that.of passive resistance). With-
that theory, we are entirely in accord.”
Ah, if only we looked before we leapt |
The cocksure Star had a meteeric fall
barely three weeks after the above
sentiments were enshrined in print,
for *the principal agitators" were
enlarged, and the passive resistance
moverhent was triumphaot.  And last
week, with a sublime indifference to
the most elementary experience of the

_recent past, our confemporary perpe-

trated a similar absurdity, by warning
the aspirants to the honours of tem-
porary leadership, during Mr. Gandhi’s
absence, that they would place them-
selves within the reach of thelong arm
of the law, and that their remgval
would end the present cross-grained
resistance to the omnipotent will (or,
rather, wou't) of Mr, Smuts. It-is
unfortunate that Mr. Smuts himself
conlessed that . his policy of last
January was that of sheer and unmiti-
gated blufl. What admirable states-
maoship ! - What a lofty conception
of public policy ! Well, weleave it at
that. Llet us see what the editor ol
the S7ar and General Smuts have to
say in the near future. It will doubt-
less add to the gaiety of the nations.

WE COMMND THE ATTENTION OF THE
authorities to the tem-

Clergymen's  perate and reasonable
Concession - letter frsm Mr G
* Tickets, Williams addressed to

the Nalal Mercury
on-the 1oth inst, Its contents indi-
cate a great hardship inflicted upon
religious teachers of faiths other than
the Christian and the Jewish. We do
not doubt that the railway adminis-
tration has no antipathy to priests of
the Hindu or Mahomedan religion as
such. Unfortunately, these geotlemen,
in all probability, wear a skin the
colour of which differs from that worn
by the Christian or the Jewish cleric.
The test of religious privilege, then,
appears to be 1he amount of plgment
deposited in the subentaneous tissues,
We may not accuse the powers that be
of religious intolerance, But their
colour-range is singularly limited, and
that restricted viston is causing a great
deal of comment amongst thosereason-
able members of the European com-
munity \vho say with Robert Burns
“ A man's a man for 2’ that "—and so
is a clergyman, even though he Le a
Mahomedanw a Hmdu.
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WE ARE GLAD THAT THE NaraL
Indian. Congress

Indian Education and the Durban
in Natal. Anjuman Isl:.tm
have taken active

steps in regard to the breach-of faith
on the part of the educational authori-
ties in giving notice of dismissal of
all Indian boys over the age of 14
years studying in the Durban Higher-
Grade Indian School. There is no
doubt that grave hardship will be
inflicted upon the Indian community,
and the children especially, by this
high-handed action of the Department.
The Higher-Grade Indian School was
definitely appointed for the organi-

sation ol the higher education of the

children of the members of the Indian
community. Attempt alter attempt
- has been made by the Government to
get behind the spirit of the agrecment,
and now a. deliberate blow is being
aimed at the intellectual welfare of the
coming generation of Indian children.
Whether it is that the Government
fears that an educated Indian com-

munity will necessarily be more power-.

- ful to resist encroachments upon its
liberties than an uneducated com-
munity, or whether this is merely an
instance of crass departmental stupid-
ity and ignorance of previous arrange-
ments made with the leaders of the
Indian community, is doubtful, for the
moment, But we do hope that the
Congress and the Anjuman Isiam will
not rest content with pressing re-
solutions, but will proceed to stronger
action to obtain fair play for Indian
"students whose parents are ralepayers
and taxpayers equally with European
parents. _ ‘

THEIMMIGRATION OrFicIALSOF NATAL
are getting as nervous

Anoiher as mice. Evidently
Immigration  the horrors of-'the
Muddle, Transvaal -have got

upon their nerves, or,

may be, it is the subtle aroma of
Closer Union, bringing with it the
rare spirit animaiing the procedure of
Mr. Chamney’s department. Messrs.
Cowley and Cowley’s letter to the
Natal Mercury will cause a futtering
in a good many dove-cotes, and may
. possibly stir the papers in not i few
obscure pigeon-holes. The facts of
the letter, briefly, are these. A
Mahomedan priest arrived at Durban
per s.5. Gowgernenr His presence was
- badly needed by the congregalion ol
the West Sirect Mosque, who made
formal application for a visiting pass
on his behalf, in order that he might
minister to their spiritual needs during
the coming flestival of the Id. Rut
the Immigration Ofticials, and, later,
the Colonial Secretary, were obdurate,

and the priest had to depart for India-

without setting foot on this sacred
seil ol Natal.  No reason was given
for this arbitrary refusal. No reason,
apparently, nced: be ‘given when
Indians are concerned,  After all, an
Indian is an Indian—vuteless, voice-
less, powerless.  And the West Strect

| charge.

Mosque congregation is without its
priest, and the Immigration officials
are happy. There is evidently some-
thing radically wrong with the State of
Denmark: - The official mind is be-
coming slowly numbed by that narcotic
which is graduatly sapping the vitality
of South African administration and
robbing it of its reasonablensss and
commor-sense.  One swallow ~ does
not make a summer, nor does onc
priest indicate an invasion. Surely
Mr. Harry $mith must have had abad
attack of Transvaalitis when he sent
this priest packing to India.

THE AMMING STORY GF BRUTALITY
© told before  Mr.
Hime, AR, of
Maritzburg, and re-
corded in our last
week’s issue is almost beyond the
bounds of belief.- Briefly, it was as
‘follows. ° A certain Armitage em-
ployed an indentured Indian, who was
some time ago convicted of an assault
upon the employer's wile. Armitage
knocked his employee down, jumped
on his shoulders, and cut off the lobe
of his right ear with a pen-knife. The
defence was, practically, " that the
Government allowed the culting “of
sheep’s ears, and the complainant was
no better than a_sheep. The Magis-
trate, we are glad to learn, espressed
his feelings very strongly at the recital
ol this atrocity. He % was horrified to
ithink that a person having chirge of
liuman beings could do such a thivg.
He did not think that Mr. Armitage
was a {it man to- have Indians in his
He was bound to find that
there was no justification for the
action that had been taken by the
accuséd, The poor man had been
- disfigured for lile, and Mr. Armitage
had come before the Ceurt and
classified the Indian with a sheep.
« . li that sor: of thing
was aliowed to go on, Indians in the
employ of white people would not be
safe with their lives. His Worship
hoped that the penalty that he was
about to inflict would be a warning to
other employers.” The penalty im-
posed was a fine of £L20 or one
‘month’s imprisonment. The alter-
nativerof a fine was given because the
Magistrate “was satisfied that the
accused’s mind must have been un-
hivged.” The man Armitage appeared
desirous: of noting an appeal. We
sincerely hope-he does. In that event,
we shall look forward to some parti-
cularly interesting comrients [rom the
_Supremc Court. Meanwhile, it is of
interest to observe that the Magistrate
thought it necessiry to impose what
he considercd to be a severc penalty

No Beiter
than a Sheep.

. w

have been told again and again that
certain employers of Indian indentured
labour regard their enployees in the
light of cattie, The man Armitage
was apparently anxious to improve
upon- the experience of these- em-

ployers by trcating his own employee
like n sheep.  Obviously, there.are in

as a warning to other employers. We.

Natal white people \\'h‘o still hold
firmly to a Dbeliet in ‘the ancient
doctrine of transmigration !

The Komatiepoort
Allegations

| lnquiry’r Réfused

Thz following letters show the pos-
ition up to date in regard to the
Komatiepoort allegations :— = - -

- .Tretoria, r3th October, 1908.

Sir,~I have the honour to acknow-
ledge the teceipt of your letter of the -
oth instant and to refer .you to the
statement . regarding Messrs, Essop
Mia and Polak’s allegations which
was comimunicated to the Press and
published in the Leader and Rand
Daily Mas on the 1oth instant.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obetlient servant,
I, M. GORGLS,
Assistant-Colonial Secretary,
Chairman, British Indian Association.

15th October, 1928, _
The Honcurable, the Colonial
Secretary, Pretoria. .
Sir,—I have the honour to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter No,
53/ E/675 of the'r3th instant; referring
my Association to the statement re-
garding Messrs, Essop Mia and

Polak’s letter, wiich was communi-

cated to the press and published in
the Leader and the Kand Daly Mail
of the roth instant. - A

My Association's letter"of the ‘gth

instant, to which the above is a reply,
has_apparenatly been misinterpreted.
Aly Association's object was to ask
for an impartial, open, and judicial
inquiry intg the above-mentioned al-
legations, In view of the statement
that had appeared as emanating from
Mr. Chamney.. Having regard to
Mr. Chamney's “official felations to-

wards those who are implicated, my -

Association respectfully urges that a -
reference to Mr. Chamney's statement,
which amounts to a denial of the al-”"
legations, does ndt contemplate the
relief requested by my Association; -
and 1, therefore, once more venture
to request thut both the allegations ™
made by Messrs. Lssop Mia -and..
Polak and the. statement -in reply -

thereto made by Mr. Chamney be -

referred to a Commissian of Inquiry
on the lines indicated above.
I have the honour to be, Sirg
Your obedient servant, o
' E. S. Coovanty,
Acting ‘Chairman, British Indian
Assocjation.

Puriie "Qeinion,  ‘The Dnglish
people are the English Government.
in the long run their wishes and
vpinions shape the torcign policy ol
this country,— HVurid,
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Sir Rickard Soloman and
_-thc}ransvaal Situation

A letter to “ The Times ”

Mr. Ritch's Reply

_ Writing to T/e Times under date
the =zoth September, Sir Richard
Solomon says :— : 7
\While no one regrets more than 1
do the failure of the compromise
effected last February between the
Government of the Transvaal and the

strongly deprecate the attempt which
has been made by Lord Ampthiil
and others to attribute the cause -of

this failure to the refusal of the Trans- }

vaal Government to carry out its part
of the bargain, which, they allege,
was the repeal ol the law which re-
quired Asiatics law(ully resident in the
Transvaal to register themselves.

Mr.-Smuts, the Transvaal Colonial '

Secretary, has publicly stated -on
more occasions than one that no
promise, express or implied, to repeal
the Registration Act was ever made
Ly the Government. His statement
is completely borne cut by the com-
promise itself, which is In wriling,
and as fur as I can see, free from
ambiguity. It is embodied in two
letters, of which the first is. signed by
Mr. Gandhi and other two leaders ol -
the Asiatics, and is addressed to the
Colonial Sceretary and dated January
28, 1¢o8 ; the second letter is a reply-
to the first, and is dated January 3o,
1908, and signed by the. Assistant
Colonial Secretary.

1 cannot trespass on your valuable
space by inserting here the full text
of the first of these letters; but I
would call attention to_the following
statements contained in it as showing
sufficiently clearly that were the
precise terms of the compromise :—

Our oppesition has never heen directed
so much a sinst the finger print require-
-, wrnts of the regulations under the Act
—in so far ag such finger prints were
duemed necessary for identification of
 Agiaties who conld not very well be
otherwise identifed—ns against the cle-
ment of compulsion contained in the”
CAdt jtself, - On that ground we have re.
pe wedly offered to underpo veluntary
registration il the Act were repealed.
And cren now at this late hour we
would- urge on the Government the
adoption as far as possible of the course
mare than once proposed by us.
. We recognize that it is not possible
during the Parlismentary recess to re-
'g?.ﬂ the Act. and we have noted your
= peated public declarations that there is
no likelihood of the Act being repealed.
e would, however, point out that the
periods fixed for registration under the
Act by the varions Government notices
have expired, and that, therefore, any
registration at present would necessarily
bave to be of that voluntary nature
which we originally prayed the Govern-
nment to concede.

Uneder these cirenmstances we wonld
one more respectfully suggest to the Goo-
ermmcnt thal all £5iatics over the age of
16 years should be allowved swithin a cere

[
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register thensclin s ol thal to all ko o
regiseer the Aot beowof applicd, and that
the Gomersmen? fake sohatercr steps Yy
deeny advisahle ta dagali-c such registe ation.
Suck mode of regishation shonhi apply
10 those also who being ont of the colany
Cmiy rclarn awnd eihcrwise possisy the
rights of re-eniry.

_The reply from the Assistant Colo-
nial Secretary to this letter is bricl,
and 1s as follows :—

I have the honour to acknowledge the
reccipt of veur letter of yesterday’s date
addressed 1o the Colonial Secretary in
which you tender voluntury registration
of all Indians and Chinese legally
wesident in the Transvaal and emitled to
register.  The Colonial Sceretary in.
structs me to say that he apprectates the
wisdom of the step you have wken in
1esponse to his repeated public declara-
ttons that if the Asiatics in the Transvaal
volunteer to register in a body nn op-
portunity for registration should  be
given them  Vou huve correctly set out
the legal position in your Jetter and in
default of registration wader the Act
which is no luonger possible after the
expiration of the notice the Colonial
Secretasy can only accept registration in
a form similar to that presenbed by the
Act and subject as regards the regula-
tions to the smali alterativns  you
mention, ond lay the matter before the
Parlinmenl at its next session  In the
meantime the penalties of the Act wiil
not lie enforced against those who do
reaister, and the Colonial Sveretary ac-
cepls your assurance that you will use
your influence with your compalriots o
wmake this registration etfective and
final, ‘

- It is quite clear from these letters
that the terms of the compromise are
contained in the third paragraph of
- the first letter which T have ialicized.
AMuch as'the Asiatics may have desired
the repeal of the Registration Act,
they saw it was useless to make such
repesl a condition to their offer to
register voluntarily, as they had noted
Mr. Smuts's * repeated public declara-
tions that there was no likelihood of
such repeal.” ’ -

Under the arrangement comprised
in the letters I have referred to practi-
cally all the Asiatics who are domi-
ciled in the Transvaal made applica-
tion for regisiration. _ Altogether
according to the figures given by the
Colonial Secretary to the Transvaal
House ol Assembly, the number of
applicants were 9,158, of which 7,773
have been recognized as lawfully
resident iu the Transvaal, .and certifi-
cates of registration have been issued
to them. I may mention that of the
g,153 applicants for registration 7,010
gave finzer impressions, 1,960 gave
the two thumb impressions, which
was considered equivalent and suffi-
cient for the purpose of registration.
Only 70 declined to give finger prints,
and in these cases the signature or
other means of identification were
resorted to. Tt wiil be scen, there-
fore, that the impression which existed
‘at one time—that the principal diffi-
culty centred around the regulations
F ntade under the Act requiring finger
prints for purposes of identification—
was not correct.

The Asiatics having registered
voluntarily, it was the duty of the
Government, in terms of the compro-

falp fimfied pevipd, sy theoe sionies, fo

miae § bava mentianed, ta introduca.
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a Bill into Parliament to validate
these registrations,  This was done;
but,” in order to meet, as far as

possible, the objections of the Asiatics

to the Registration Act, the Bill was
referred to 'z select Committee con-
sisting of the Colonial Secretary and
Mr. Jacobz (Ministerialists), Sir Percy
Fitzlatrick and Mr. Chaplin (Progres-
sives), and Mr, Wybergh (Independ-
ent), An amended. Bill was brought
up by the Select Committee, which
was -passed unanimously by both
Houses of the Transvaal Parliament,
and which certainly met some of the
objections taken by the Asiatics to
the Registration Law of rgo7.

In an interview with Mr. Gandhi,
publisked in the Transvaal ZLeader of
August 22, it would seem that he
adwmits the Act passed during last
session considerably improves the
Registration Act, but intunates that
nothing short of the repeal of that
Act and the admission into the Trans-
vaal of educated Indians on the same
terms as educated Europeans will
satisly the British Indians.

Lord Ampthill in his letter publish-
ed in The ZTimes of September 16
fsserts that the Immigration Restrict-
tion Act passed by the Transvaal
Parliament during its first session
“ restricts fresh immigration to such
persons only as can conform to cer-
Lain requirements in regard to moral
character, property, and education,
irrespective of their race or colour”;
and again, later on in his ‘letter he
says:— -

Supposing, however, that the Indians
domiciled in the Transvaal had assented
to the Registration Law, the Immigrants’
Restriction Acl would slill—according Lo
(ke construction placed upon it by high
legal  authorily—have admitted  this
qualified class ol Asiatics {Lhal is to say,
Asiaties of good charneter, high educa-
tional altainments, =and substantial
property].  That this is the case is evi-
dent from General Smuts's anxiety, to
wel the resident Indinn community to
assent to an alteration of- the Immigra-
tion Law, which wonld indiscriminately
exclude all Indians. The present
deplorable situation is entirely due o
the attempt to tmpose this new nand
harsh condition on the fulfilment of the
Government part of the bargain which
was struck in Uie compromise.

1f Lord Ampthill's construction of
the Immigration Restriction Act is
correct then clearly that Act makes no
distinction between the immigration of
Asiatics and that of Europeans into the
I'ransvaal, and the Asiatics *of good
character, high education all attain-
ments, and substantial property ” who
were_charged with entering the Trans-

vaal from Natal in violation of the

provisions of the Immigration Res-
triction Act were improperly convict-
ed. If this be so, why has there
been no appeal from the convictions
and sentences of the magistrates in
these cases to the Supreme Court-of
the Transvaal ? 1 the object of thosa
Asiatics was to assert their right to
enter the Transvaal, one would have
thought they would not have remained
satisficd with the opinions- of the
mugistrates on 50 important a question
a3 the congtruction of the Tmmigrfation
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Acty but would have appealed (as un-
der tbe law of the T'ransvaal they bad
a right to) from those opinions to the
Supreme Court. ‘There has been no
such appeal, for the obvious reason
that the Asiatics know that the
Immigration Resiriction Act, makes
every Asintic not entitled to a certifi-
cate of registratioit a prohibited
immigrant. The latter Act defines
thoss who are entitied to sich certi-

cates substaitially as follows :—
(1) Any Asiatic duly authorized to en-
ter and reside in the Transvaal by n
permit issued under the Indemnity and
Pence Preservalion Ordinance, 1902, or
ary amendmeut thereof,
(2) Aany Asiatic resident and actuclly

in the Transvaal on the z1st May, 1902. |

- {3} Any Asiatlc botn in the Transvaal
since 3ist May, 1902, -

Any Asintie, therefore, not included
in any of the above classes would ot
be entitled to a certificate of registra-
tion, and is, therefore, under the
Immigration Restriction Act, a prg
hibited immigrant. -

There was, therefore, ho necessity
for Mr, Smuls to show ahy anxiety
“to get the resident Indian commu-
nity to &ssent to alteration ol the

" immigration law which would in-
- disetiminately exclude all Indians,”
since no alteration for that purpose
was required inh the existing laws
which bad been umanifously passed
by Parliament.
. The teal reason why the Asiatics
-ingist on the repeal of the Registration
Act I8 not becduse of any objection

to its provisions as aimended by the |

Act of last Session, but because, as
long #s it contirives in force, under
the Imtigration Restriction Act, even

educated Indians not falling within’

the classes mentioned above are pro-
- hibited from entering Lhe Transvaal.
Anxious therefore as the Pailianient
of the Transvaal was to meet the
objections of the Asiatics to the
Registration Act, with absolute unani:
mity it refused to give way in the

slightest degree to the demand shat the’

Act should be repealed, knowing that
the eflect of such repeal would be to
admit Asialic immigrants into the
Transvaal on’the same terms as
Europeans,  Rightly or wrongly, the
policy of the 1otal probibition of
Asiatic immigration which is given
affect tu in the two Acts, the Registra-
tion Act and the Immigration Act,
read together, is one ou which both
Houses of the Parliament ofthe Trans-
vaal are unanimous, Any attempt on
the part of the Asiatics to alter this
policy is doomed to failure. It is most
regrettable that this attempt should
take the form of deliberately breaking
laws unanimously passed by Parlia-
ment. o

Asintics in the Transvaal are, on-

the advice of their leaders, trading
without licences, merely because they
refuse to produce their certificates of
registration whieh the law requires
before itading licences can be issued,
Asiaties in Natal are entering the
Transvaal not because they believe
they are entitled to do 50 under the
Immigration Restriction Act, but be.

| fuest of Lord Milner,

cause they think they ought to be so
entitled, and they desire to assert
rights which they know they do not

possess, ag the law stahds, but which,

they think they vught to posfess. .
Complaint is made because the
Asiatics who deliberately. break  the
laws I have refered to ate on convic-
tion sentented to imprisotiment with
hatd labour. I am sure that no one
régrets mote thin the Transvaal Gov-
ernment does that sentence of im-
prisonment should be passed on
respectable men; but what i3 to be
done? The law ciannot be broken
with impunity. I give no opinion as
to- whetber these sentences are un-
necessarily harsh or not.
not imposed by the Goverhitent but
by magistrates of experience.
the law of the Transvaal, an appeal
lies to the Supreme Court, not only
apainst the conviction ol a magisirate,

but against his sentence, and that |

Court would not hesitate to reduce a
sentence if, ‘In its” opinion, it was
unnecessarily severe in view of all the
circumstances. No appeal has, as
far as [ know, been made ungainst

sentences which Lord Ampthill des-

ctibes as *suggestive of vindictive-
ness,” - but. which, he forgets to
mention, offer the convicted person,
in almost every case; the payment of
a fine as an alternative to imptison-
ment. : .

A Conclusive -R_cply

Mr, L. W. Rilch replied to the
above in a letter to 742 Fimer dated
the 23rd Septeriber 1—

Lord Ampthill left for & remote

- part of Scolland yesterdny where evan

27 Trmes may not penetrale will its
ordinary regularity. I canhot hope
to irespass upon your space at suffi-
cient length to deal -extensively with
.Sir Richard- Sclomon’s letter;  bint
‘nevertheless trust that you wiil extend

to mie the opportunity -of replying to’

the more imiportant poits. )
- Sir Richard Solomon guotes por:

tions of two letters which he ulicges, |

doubtless ih perlectly pood faith, to
have constituted the compact helween
the parties. The. cunstruction he
places upon these makes it obvious
that even by themselves they are hot
free from Intent ambiguities. - ¥Foi in-
stance, liec deduces from this corres-
pondence, an attitude of mind in 1he
Asietics which they were quite justi-
fied in denying existed, - _

The words, “any reglstration at |-

present would necessarily have to be
of that Voluntary nature whuh we
originally prayed the Government to.
concede, may, with egen more reason
be read to mean the repistration that
was voluntary in the sense that it whs
to be tendered and accepted without
being over-shadowed by the element
ot compulsion.  For, it was such reg-
istration that the Asiatics had origih-
ally offered and once before; as fir
ack as 1903, carried out at the re-

They are

Under.

Y tt; e Asiaticy,

—_—

_But the compact did not conslst -
merely of the two documgnts g
which Sit Richard refers, *Xi‘le is
evidently unaware that numerous jp.
terviews between Messrs. Smuts and
Gandhi, suppleménted by Mlch cor.
respondence, also tuok place mig.
that the alieged undertaking to repeal -
the Law is the net total of all these
[actors. T

As one ef Soutlt Africa’s most. éti.
nent jurists, Sir Richard will, 1am’
sure, be the first to> admit that such
verbal -understandings,  especially

-when subsequently placed on record,’

have a cqnsidumblg bearing wpon the

two fetiers he bulicves embody the

whole compact. Space forbids my
attempting to set out these recorded

interviews and letters at length, but I

may perhaps hope to be allowed to

refer to one or two of the more im-

portant :— N

The letter 6f the 28th January ad-
dressed-to General Smis from the
gaol was immediately folloved by
one such interview between Genera] .
Sowts and BMr, Gandhi, in reference
to which Mr. Gandhi writes to thé -
General on January 3ist that :— .

A conversation he has just had with
the Hegistrar of Asiatics has disturbed
his mind and created the impression that

. reglstiation that will noW proceed iilt

be legalised under the Act; that at

that interviews with the Colcnial Secret-
ary he, Mr. Gandhi, did not understand
any-such thing at all ; ahd that ke ton-
siders the joint letler from thé gaol

"makes that clear. - Ile requests re-

assurance on *his point and says that

to legulisé voluntary regisivation under-
© the Act would be to te.open the ques.

. tion at the sorest point. -

This prowptly brings & wire in

réply requesting Mr. Gabdhi to come .

over and see the General, O Feb-

ruary st, the doy following this inter-
view, I receive a cablegidin from Mr.

Gandhi, “ compromise contemplates

repeal Act sid same ds  volikitary |

offur belnre”  This' cablegram 15

confifiied by 4" letter of the sitme

ddte, in which the writer says :—

At the end of thie¢ months, if lhe
registration is not satisfactory; the law ..
can be made Lo apply against those who
hate not registernéd.  On the other hand,
it is understeod that il we fulfl ourcon-

- tmcty the Law will be repealed by
dinending legisldtion. The Bill will
be introduced at the next session of
Parlinment legalising what has been
doneé. N : .

Ob Februa*y 1st. Gereral Shiuts
made his oftquated Riclinmond
speech., Said he i —

“#*The Indlang' second conteulion

- was that 1hey would never register until
the Itw hed boen repealed ; that the

+ Inv was n indignity and afisgrace. . .

- Until esery Indian in the cdunu"‘md'
registered, the law wodld not be' re-
pedled,” . -

On May gth the petlod for volun-
tary fegistration closed and the Asia- -
tics were complimented for having so
faithfully - carricd wut their engoge-

mept. T
\eit 6igan, Jitdign Opidiion, called
ugon the Government to do iis share
and repeal the Act and to legalise
thie fepistiitib it a marnner satitfact
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1t js not till May 12th that 'Mr
GandM is made to Icel uncomfoertable
as to what i3 meant, He then learns
from the Registrar of Asiaties that

- voluntary registration will 1ot Le ae-

cepted {rom those domicifed Asiatica
who are returning to the Colony 'md

writes Lo General Smuts :—
S I am sure you do not mesn thig at
el L. I venture o hope that
ihe necessnry instructions will be isswed
atd that voluntary registration wiil be
1cceple(l from those who lmy now come

- in?

" Qeneral Smuts refuses to nccept

-and considerable eorrespondence fol-

lows, and on May -2ist Mr. Gz:_ndi}l

writes that :—

General Smuts’ decision not o regis-
ter the retuming Indiars under {le
compromise has ereated a tunnoil atmong
them nnd the people believe he has Le-
trayed them and begs that a very simple
thing may be done, viz., annaunce that
the Act will be repealed.

‘General Smuts’ reply is silent about |

repeal of the Act.

On May z5th Mr. Gandhi learns

~for the first time that it is General

Smuts’ intention to'legalise voluntary
An inter
view follows on Juhe 6th which Mr.
Gandhi promptly records in writing
in a letter to the General pointing
out that *“it was not satigfaciory be-

- eause Gencral Swinls still lesitutes fo

repeal tie Act™ adding, I hppe you
will allow me to wmake a definite

statement that the Act 19 to be re-

pealed, otherwise I shall be compelled
to lall back on my letter to Me
Chanimey as to the withdrawal of the

" application forms.”

" hibited

" Asialic immigrants may claim ad

me :— .
' o Gcncml Smuts will repeal the Act,

"Messrs. _
-~ Transvaal Press report the fact and

Ouv June 15th a further interview

took place and another on June zoth.

On June 22nd, Mr, Gandhr writes to

lut on conditions I cannot accept.”

And the conditions recited are that

*‘the amendment of the Immigrants’

Restriction Act will exclude as pro-
immigrants the return of
domiciled Asiatics-and Asiatic new-
comers possessing educational gualif-
cations. ' ,

It having leaked out that an im-
passe has been reached Detween
Smuts and Gandhi, the

alio o statement from the Colopial
Secretary that the Litier was willing
to 1epeal the Act and to treat Indians
in future coming into the Transvaal
as prohibited immigrants under the
Innnigeation, Act, if the leaders of the
India tommunity would agree tu
such an amendment.  That- these
amehdien's had been submitted to
¢ Gandhi but that they did not
sxasfly him, .
1 would ask you to bear with me
lo the extent of onc other point in
Sir Richard Solomon’s letter.  Sir
Richard questions Lord Awmpthill's
intefptetation, which is that adapted
Ly the Indians, to the Dmigrants’
Restriction Act. He asks if fresh

ntission it able to pass the same tests
as Europeans, why has thete beén to
appeal from the convictions and set-
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tenzes of the magistrates in. these
cases to the Supreme Court ol the
Transvaal 2

The simple answer is that ‘ar some
unexplained but lairly obvious reasons
the Government have refrained from
prosceutivg under the Immigranty’
Restriction Act and that the convic-
tions against these men who cxpressly
entered the Colony to test their right
Lander  the Immigrants’  Restriction
Act, were secured against them under
the Registration Law or for hawking
without permits.

in the solitary case that was
brought under the Immigrants Re.
striction Act, that against an unedu-
cated Indian named lLaloo, the judg-

ment of Sir William Solomon leaves

hardly any doubt that hiad Lalco been
able Lo pass'an educational test in an
European’ language, he would not
have come under Lhe tera) “prﬁlub:t-
ed-hmmigrant.”™
In the light of more recent hap-

penings, it becomes abundantly clear
that the. Registration Law, which, at
the time it was originally passed, we
were assured was merely intended
to identify laswefully domiciled Asiatics,
was inspired by a_ sommewhat more
subtle and extensive motive, while the
Immigrants’ Restriction ‘Act was in a
scarcdy lesser degree <.e91gnt‘:d to op-
erate parti c.ihrly against -Indians of
attainments even while it ostensibly
placed them on the same footing as
European immigrants, - .

C!ergymen s Concessxon
Fickets

Afr. (5. W_illia_ms writes to the Nafal
Mercury on the above subject as
follows ;— -

Kindly permit me space to calt at-
terition of ministers of the Cliristian
Church to the following lacts, of which
I believe few of them are aware.  The
concession of reduced railway fares
granled to annisters only applies to
those of the Christian and Jewish
faiths. I cdnnot think for a moment
that this partiality would, if qeneral]y
known, receive the approval of the
body it is meant to benefit, as the ad-
ministrationi of British laws has always
given the widest latitude and privilege
tw religious sentiment of those of other
faiths, IFfthe concession were extend-
ed to Mahomedans and Hindus, it
would receive gieat appreciation, es-
pecizlly at the present time, as there
has arrived among them the principal
of thz Anglo-Vedic College, Lahore,
who intends towing in Natal, and
whase visit will prove of inestimable
mora! and spititual benefit to this
community, Hls work would be great-
Iy lacilitated by the extension of the
privitege to lim.  Considering our
present reldtionship with the Oriental,
m‘\)’tt not ke an appropr:atu oppottu-
nity, in extending this privilege, to
show them ihat political considers-
tions do not bias our sense of justice
in granting them equal spiritual privi-
leges:

L

-that detention,

The Detained Children,

We have received for publication
the following correspondence :~—
- Pretoria,
13th October,” 1908
Sir,—With reference to your letter
of the roth instant, I have the honour
to inlorm you that a lurther oppor-
tum(y for complying with the Regis-
tration law will be afforded to 56
adults récently convicted of being
prohibited immigrants and scntenced
to pay a fine of £25 each or undergo
two months’ lmpnsonment. T Ilﬁht.
Indians were returned to Mozambique
to-day and if they apply for regis-
tration {rom there their applications
will receive consideration in terms of
Act 36 of 1908. The 17 minors re-
ferred to in your letter accompanied
tham .
1 have the honour to be, Sir,
“Your obedient servant,
~ H. R. M. Bounrnr,
for Assistant Colonial Secretary.
The Chairman,
British Indian Association,

15th October, 1908.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Pretoria.
Sir,—I have the honour to acknow-
ledge -the receipt ol your letter No.
56, B{673 of the 13lh instant in reply

il

-to my Association’s letter of the 1oth

instant, informing my Association that

- further opportunity of complying

with the Registration Law will be
afiforded to fiftysix adults recently
convicted at Barberton and returned
to Mozambique on the r3th instant,

I respectfully beg to represent that
my Association's letter of the roth
instant seems to have been misunder-
stood. That letter contains 1o dis-
cussion as to the privileges of the
fifty-six adults in regard to application
for registration either in the Transvaal
or in the Province of-Mozambique.
My Association’s letter was respectiully
directed to the fact that the scventeen
minor children referred to thercin
were being detained by the police at
Barberton, although no charges had
been [ramed agdinst them, and itis a
matter of painful surprise to my
Association that nothing was done by
the Government to release them from
Atlthough the seven-
teen. minors accompanied the adults
who returned to Mozambique, they
have also accompanied them upon
their return feom that Province, and
are again being detained at Barberton,
Consequently, the humble requests
made in my Association’s letter of the
1oth instant, remain valid, My Asso-
ciation ventures to suggest that, if the
Government is upable to allow these
children to travel to Johannesburg,
they should be forthwith prosceuted,
when they will be defended in due
course. '

I have the honour to be, Sif,
Your obedient servant,
(8d.) E. 5, Coovauvla,
Acting Chalmnn.
Beitish Ihdiati Assocmttbli.
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"~ Mr. Polak and the "‘Star”

Lessons from Hiztory.

The Siar of the rsth instant, has
the following leaderette :—
Mr. Gandhi is happy. He says so
himself and we do not doubt his
~word. Whether he is, as he claims,
‘““the happiest man in the ‘Iransvaat
to-day " is another question. For gur
part we have no wish to deny him
whatever measure of happiness he can
extract from the two months’ imprison-
ment with hard labour imposed upon
him by the Volksrust Magistrate.
Seriously, we consider that the Trans-
vaal Government .has been unduly
lenient towards the malicious activities
. -of the leader of the Asiatic movement,
We will do Mr. Gandhi the justice ol
admitting that he may be honestly
convinced that in advocating resistance
to’ the law and in organising raids
from Natal he is serving the best
interests of his compatriots. But
whether he is sincere or is merely’
courting notoriety does not affect the
merits of the agitation which he has
initiated and carried on with great
resourcefulness.  If the Indian leader
acted in his individual capacity the
Government would have been foolish
to grant him the crown of martyrdom
which he bas sought. Mr. Gandhi,
however, has not only gloried in his
recalcilrance, but also in his supposed
ability to reduce the administration of
the Asiatic Laws to a farce. Well, the
Government had either to accept his
challenge or to treat the law as 4 dead
letter. It is probable that others may
be found ready to assume Mr. Gandhi's
mantle during his incarceration. In
that case the Law Department must
not hesitate to enforce thelaw. With
the leaders out of the way, the rank
and file of the Asiatic communily may
be bréught to a recognition of the
futility: of a struggle in which they
.+ have absolutely nothing to gain and a
great deal to lose. A law-abiding
class, they bave no real grievance.
But whether they bow to the inevitable
or not, the authorities cannot permit,
the agitation in its present aggressive
phase. Far better-is it that the gaols
should be crowded than that the
native population—already somewhat
unsettled on the Rand, as the criminal
records show—should be tempted to
emulate the tactics of their coloured
brethren from the Far East. The
Transvaal Government is so com-
pletely in the right -and Mr. Gandhi
and his followers so.completeiy in the
wrong that Lhe busybodies in England,
to whom the Asiatics look for a
reversal of the Transvaal's policy,
possess no longer any weapon that
can do us any harm, ‘

-

Mr. H. S. L. I'olak replies to the
above as follows :—

History appears to have few lessons
tor you, Others of us, however, are
not superior to its experiences, and for

their advantage if not, perhaps, for

your own, I would ask permission to
hark back to the pre-“settlement”
days of just nine months ago, when a
similar incident occurred to that which
took place on Wednesday at Volks-
rust. Then, too, it was hoped and
believed—by none so ardently as
yourself-—that Mr. .Gandhi's compul-
sory withdrawal from the scene would
end the resistance of the Indian com-
munity forthwith, but all prophecies
to that effect were astoundingly false.
No doubt, the wish was father to the
thought. The end did not come—at
least not in the way you aaticipated.

When the compromise was arrived
at, you remarked editorizlly :
complete control which he- (Mr
Gandhi) exercises over his compatriots
is the best possible omen for the
success of the new arrangements.” If
Mr. Gandhi’s control is complate, do
you believe that it is any the less so
because of his personal withdrawal
{rom the scene of operations? After
all it is Mr. Gandhi’s personality that
tells, and not his person, and, if you
think otherwise, you are committing a
fatal error.
follows: <It. is the best possible
evidence that they (Mr. Gandhi and
his colleagues) have their followers
<ompletely in band.” Do you think
that the situation has changed to-day
from what it was nine months ago ?

'If T may be absolved from the
charge of heaping coals’ of fire upon
your head, T would ask leave to inform
you of the fellowing illuminating
extract from General Smuts’ speech at
Richmond Iast February, as reported
in the press at the time: ¢ He had
sent every leader to prison (exactly
what you suggested last night, Sir),
and hundreds more, and it had had no
impression.” . They are the same com-
munity now, and the leaders are un-
changed. Are you prepared to advise
the Government to repeat the fiasco
of last JTanuary ? But let Mr. Smuts
speak for me!
inspiring.  “ The policy of imprison-
ment was a very good policy as a
threat, but every sensible man knew it
was a policy which could not be
carried out in this country. .., .-, . .
They would have to £l the country
with prisons, and that was 2z course
which was not only physically but
morally impossible. 1t was a moral
impossibility, because he thought it
would injure the reputation and pre-
stige ‘of the white people of the
‘Transvaal ‘if they had abused thejr
enormous power they were wielding
and put people who had conscientious
objections in prison.” Well, General
Smuts has apparently made an ex-
cellent meal of his own words. You,
Sir, seem desirous- ot emulating his
1llustrlouse:xample. Lutitisadyspeptic
sort of a diet at best, and you are not
to be envied the after-efects.

You “consider that the Transvaal
Government had been unduly lenient
towards the malicious activities of (e
leader of the Asiatic movement,”
Rest content, Sir, it did its worst jand

“The

Later, you remark as’

His eloquence is

.

but for the fact that the Magistrate
imposed only two-thirds of they maxi-
mun:sentence possible [or the o¥ence
with' which Mr. Gandhi was- charged,
it would have succeeded. But, mark
you, Mr. (GGandhi is one of Genera]
Smuts’ conscientious objectors, even
though he be set to pick-and-shovel
work. You appear to have a mar-
vellously draconic temperament, you
out-Herod Herod when you suggest
that a sentence of two months’ hard
labour is too lenient a punishment even
though it be for the leader of a com-

-munity of admittedly political oflen-

ders, .
I have already indicated the fallacy
that the removal of Mr. Gandhi should
bring the passive resistance movement
to a speedy end. It is true that there
is only one Gandhi, but there are a
number of leaders, many ¢f whom, as
conscientious objectors, have already
gone to gaol, and all ol whom are
prepared to soffer in like capacity,
Your.minatory language, for what it is
worth, is scarcely likely to have a per-
ceptible effect upon them. There are
many Europeans, too, who, with me,
will accept” Thoreau’s dictum that
“Under a Government "which im-’
prisons any unjustly, the true place for
a just man js also prison.”

One Iast quotation, and I conclude,
It s from Hume's *History ol
England." “ To inspire the Puritans
with a better humour was, both for
their sake and that of the public, - a
laudable intention of the Court, but
whether pitlories, fines, and- prisons
were proper expedients forthat purpose
may admit of some question,”  Sir,
you seem unwilling to learn fromi the
recent past.” Perhaps the history of a
couple of centuries ago is in better
perspective,  Will you learn from
this?

Should indians be Starved
into Submission? -

1

Final Reply, .

The Secretary to the Law Depart-
ment writes rom Pretoria on the 16th
nstant (— '

I am directed to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter dated the $th
mstant addressed to the Attorney-
General on the subject of prison diet
for Indian prisoners, and in reply, to
inform you that the Attorney-General -
can add nothing to the communication
you have received in the matter lag’n
the Director of Prisons. '

Col. SEELY AxD THE DIET QuesT-
IoN.  In the House'of Commons on
Saturday Col. Seely said the Colonial
Oftice was communicating vith the
Tranivaal Government on the subject
of the complains as to inferior diet-
ary, supplied in the "I'rapdvaal prisons
to the Indians undergoing sentences -
—Reuter, ' o
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* THE MASS MEETING
¥ Soltlt

A Fine Spirit

Imiportant Resulutlons

Last Sunday, in the precincts of
the Hamidia Mosque, Fordshurg,
a Mass Meeting of British Indians
was held to discuss the present
situation, and to protest against the
action of the Government i pto-
longing the strupale for the sake of
an insigniftcant trifie to the European
inhabitants of the Transvaal.

“The new Chairman of the Bnush

Indian  Association, Mr. A.: AL
Cachalia, presided over an assembly
of some 1,700 to 1,500 peaple,,

including delegates from Krugersdorp,
"Germiston, Boksburg, Pretoria, Fer-
. tuna, Standerton, Rustenburg, Pieters-
bury and.other places. Among those
present were Messrs. David Pollock,
G. Iszac, H. 8: L. Yolak, and a large
number-of the members of the Com-
mittee of the British Indian Asso-
ciation.”. I'wo black flags were set at’
half-mast, in token' of mourning for
the penalties- imposed upon those
courageous members of the com-
munity now in gaol.” “Probably, had
the meeting been held on any other
-day than Sunday, a much larger nhm-

ber of Huropean friends would have
been present in token of sympatly,

‘The proceedings were enthusiastic,
and punctuated with' frequent cries of
“ Shame” at the recital of the hard-
ships inflicted upen innocent men.

Mr. David Pollock's speech was much
appreciated by his audience, who
felt that they were face to lace with
one who had worked hard on’their
belalf and was prepared to suffer for
his own opiniors in regard to them.
The proceedings commenced shortly
after 4 pan., and closed just alter
6 p.m, :

The Chamnan delivered the fol-
lowing address in Gujarati, which was
rendered into English by Mr. N. A
-Cama :

. Chairmau's Speech
Gentlemen and Delegates, ‘

1 bad hoped that the first accasion
when 1 showld preside at a gathering
of these dimensivns would be a
Happier one than this. 1 had trusted
that it would be my pleasant duty to
congratuiate the Government, 10 con-
‘gratulatle our many friends eutside
our community, to congratulate you
all, upon the satisfactory conclusion
ofa long and painful struggle. 1 had
?ped to. be able to report ta you

<@ our reasonable requests had been
‘graciously granted by the Govem-|
mient,, that the veal spirit and mean-
ing of our struggle had at length been
realised by our Euwopean fellow-
celonists, that our extreme moderation
bad called forth the rewards merited
by it. { had anticipated being sble
to ask gou to. close your eyes Lo the:
dark picture of the last two years,
and & fix your gaze hopefully upon:

-ernment,

lhe lumm of the ccmmumty, that you
light prepare yourselves for that
communal development, that sell-
study and seli-training, without which
no people advances alung the path of
progress,

But, alas, my hopes, your hopes,
have remumed unfutfilled. We have
all seen how our earnest and respect-
ful representations have been consis-
tently ignored by the Transvaal Gov-
We have seen an almost
vindictive spirit at work, endeavouring
to undermine the wery foundation
and fabric of our self-respect. We
have discovered that our religious
susceptibilities are to be deliberately
disregarded. We buve had it borne
in upon us that the ‘spirit that
animated the struggle for freedom on
the .part of our European (ellow-
Colonists and their ancestors was a
laudable one, wheteas, when we find
it moving in ourselves, when we find
ourselves uplifted by ils majesty, wa

-are remindsd that we are 2 people in

revolt, that we may not attain to
grace until such time as we have
expiated our so-called Iawlessness.
We see many of the gaols of the
country [ull to overflowing with men

whom General Smuts himsell has.
We
"know that some of our foremost men,

called conscientious objectors,

the flower of our commuynity, are
suffering imprisonment  with  hord
labour, like common [elons, for dar-
ing to strive for liberty of conscience
and {reedom of communal growth.
We know thal, amongst those .who
are to-gay in gaol, are professional
wmen and hawkers, educated men and
merchants, men who possess medals
gained by services of mercy during
the great War and the Natal Rebel
lion, whilst at least one ex-soldier is
suffering imprisonment for the sake
of his fellow-counirymen. We know

‘that Indiaps claiming pre-war resis

dence in this Colony, men bora in
South Africa, long-domiciled resi-
dents of the Transvaal furnished with
authority to enter angd reside-in this
Colony, are incarcerated. . We have

1| beard of the shocking allegations of

Wl-treatment and neglect of Indisn
men, women, and children returning
to the Transvaal from India via
Mozambique and Komatiepoort
These allegations have been denied
in official statements emanating [rom
Mr. Chamney’s Office, but our ex-
perience . ol statements and denials
emanating from that source does not
encourage us to accept them as being
in any degree final, and we have
requested 2 complete, open, and
judicial inquiry into the allegations
and denials, so that the exact truth
may be arzived at and proof “or dis-
proof obtained on either side. Dt
this elementary right bas been denied

wus, and we have been obliged once.

more to urge upon the Government
o appoint this commission of inquiry,
for the sake of the goed pame of the
Colony.

We have seen how children of
tender years, enteripg the ‘Colony

wnth their fathers, have been detained
in 'custody apd lodged in gaol, be-
cause the community at length re-
fused to be a party to the maintenance -
as prisoners of little children whom
the Government refused to proceed
against or to discharge. I sm glad,
however, to inform you that these -
children have at length been released,
owing to our strong representations
to the Government that this fight
should be fought with clean hands by
both parties to the struggle, and that
it was, if not inhuman, at least
undignified, for the Government to
wage a bitter warlare ogoinst litile
children.

And now we are faced with the
iinprisonment with- haid labour ot
our honorary secretary, Mr. Gandhi,
That act on the part of the Govern-
ment hag been the climax of a long

-and severely fought cempaign of pae-

sive resistance on the patt of British
Indians, - Last January, I would
remind you, the Government thought.
it pecessary to remove Mr. Gandhi
temporarily from the forefront ol the
struggle. It was then supposed that
‘his removal would cause the rest of
us to waver in our allegiance to
our principles, DBut no such result
supervened, Many of our most
respected leaders were arredted and
sentencad, and it was hoped that our
resistance would crumble away, ‘To-
day, a similar policy is being pursued.
We are warned, in high quarters, thet
those who date to don the mantlte
of leadership that Mr. Gandhi has,
for the imoment, laid aside, must be
prepared for the pains and penalties
of recalcitrancy.” Well, we have long
been prepared for that. We have all
felt that the assumption that the
Indian community had entrusted its
will-power and determination to the
care of a single member of the com-
munity was a fallacy of the lirst order,
We disproved it last January, and we
are. prepared to disprove it to-day.
On Wednesday last, with that vast
sell-sacrifice, that bold courage, that
noble desire to suffer for his beethren,
that have made him beloved and
trusted by them, Alr. Gandhi ventured
to assume -all the borden of respon.
sibility of advising his {ellowcountry- '
men to. pursue their present course
of action and to aceept the penalties
rather than the privileges of unjust
laws bearing harshly upon them. But
that is a position that we would be
cowards to admit. . It is true that
we have acceptzd Mr. Gasdhi's
advice. Bat it is equally true that
we have done so willingly, with eur
eyes open, believing that that adviee
was good—nay, the best that could
be tendered to enable us 0 meet the
attack that bad been made upen our
national honour and our selfrespect.
And having accepted - that advice
freely, we have, each one of ms,
assumed our individeal burden of
responsibility. Each one of us must
be prepared to play the leader, if
need be, and I am confident that,
if we he put 1o the peaof, we ehall
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show that it is principles that matter,
- and not the men who put them for-
ward. To-day, we are fighting lor
principles; We are fighting for that
jmpalpable reality, that spirit of all
true communa! well-being, that has
been behind every struggle for- free-
dom since social ‘reform had its
beginning. It is the idea that is
permanent, and we are fighting to-day
for great ideas. What, after ali, are
our requests? They are two only.
Every thing else is subsidiary to these,
and can be dealt with by way of
_detail when these requests are acceded
to. The first is the repeal of the
Asiatic Act, which we have been told
is, for all practical purposes, a dead-
‘letter on the Statute Book of the
Transvazl. We do not accept that
view, Since the coming into opera-
tion of the pew Registration Act,
which was supposed, in practice, to
replace the old Act, there have been
at least two successful prosecutions
under the old Act, sand it is well
within the bounds of possibility that
the old Act will, in the near future,
be found to be very much alive.
But the old Act is a perpetual menace

to our seli-respect and a standing

insult to all that we hold to be a
matter of deepest religious truth to
- us, and it must go, 7
The second request that we make
is that the present privileges which
we posses under the General Immi-
. gration Law of the Colony, apart from
the old Asiatic Act; may be retained,
On -our part, we are prepared to
assent to' the Government, by ad-
ministrative methods, making the
education test as severe as it pleases,
thus effectually keeping out all except
the infinitesimal number of cultured
men of our race-—barristers, doctors,
priests, teachers—who are necessary

for our communal development, and

the raising of our children to a posi-
tion of inteltectual and moral respon-
sibility, fitting them to take their
proper part in the future well-being
of the State; and as proof of our

complete good faith, we have agreed.

. that the number of the cultured In-
dians, whom we may require to
" minister to our higher needs, may be
administratively limited to six in any
one year. We ask that the test shall
be educational and not racial. It is
little encugh to ask, but it is essential
and right. And so we express our
determination to persist in our passive
resistance movement, undeterred by
arrests and imprisonment, ill-usage,
and the hundred and ocne pamns
and penalties, mental, physical, and
spiritual, that the nature of the
struggle may -impose upon us.
‘Gentlemen, the Transvaal Govern-
ment has, by its policy of heedless
repression, ‘already done for British
Indians in South-Africa that which it
is now the endeavour of South Africa’s
* statesmen to obtain for our European
fellow-colonists. . We have long since
achieved closer union amongst our-
selves, for it was peremplotily necces.
sary that we should unite to face the

tremendous attack that was being
made upon our very existence as 2
sell-respecting community. But Bri-
tish Indians in South Africa look
with dread and the utmost appreben-
sion .to the accomplishment of ‘the
closer. union of the South African
States. We fear that the Colonists
have not yet realised the true _less’on
of this, our struggle-—that it 1s impos-
sible to govern without the consent
of the governed, that there can be no
legislation regarding the politically
subordinate and unrepresented peoples
of the sub-continent without previous
full and free consultation. And we fear,
consequently, that the South African
Colonies united will co-operate on

those of progress in regard to the
treatment of Britisk Indians, and
that our last seats will be far worse
than our first. .

I will not labour this aspect of the
situation. ~The future for us lies
largely in:our own hands. The qdes-
tion is, are we to be creatures of our
environment, or arc we great enough,
as- a community, to create our Own
environment? Are we. going to
remain helots in a British Colony
flying the flag that is ours as much as
the Transvaal's, or are we prepared,
by suffering and self-sacrifice, to com-
pel that respect for our- good faith
and honourable intentions on the part
of our European fellow-colonists with-
out which our communal existence is
impossible? - I do not need,” I am
sure, to put the answer -into your
mouths. You are as well able to
furnish the correct reply as I. The
future lies before us, to make or mar
bus. We must choose now, to-day,
which it shall be, and as we choose,
50 we must rise or full in the public
esteem. : _

1 will not tax your patience longer.
You will now have certain resolutions
placed belore you for your considera-
tion, and I-have no doubt but that
you will accord them the unanimous
approval that you have voucbsafed
on many a previous occasion. I
thank you, and the delepates es-
pecially, for your attendance here
to-day,. and trust that the message
that we have to give will receive that
consideration in the-proper quarters,
which it deserves, - = :

The first Resolution, as “follows,
was moved by Mr. Essop Ismail Mia,
in an cloquent speech i — .. 7

’ Resolotion -1.

_Thic Mass Meeting* of British Bh-
dians congratulates the Transvaal
Government upon the arrest and
impfisonment of Mr. Gandbi, if only
for the opportunity that bhas been
afforded to British Indians of show-
ing that, in a struggle for the
maintenance of the national' honour,
men are of less importance “than the
principles for which they stard.

It was seconded by Mr. G. P. Vyas,
and suppurted by Méssrs. Ehrahim
Asvat (Vereeniging), David Pollock,
C. H. Desai (Krugersdorp); H. S. L.

-

the lines of 'reactinn rather that on’

e . ' -
Polak, C. I Desai (Rustenburg),

Abdul Guanie, K. K. Samy Naidoo

and Sudiwala (Boksburg). - Mr. Pavid
- Pollock

spoke

in the following
terms i — I :

[t was a very great pleasure to him

to have* come there that. alternoon,

as he bad taken a great interest in the
passiveé resistance struggle from its

very inception. He had come to see
himsell how they were,. whether they

were standing firm, or whether there

was a sign of weakness or regret that =~

they had entered upon that strogyle,
of so much moment to the Indian
community,
misrepresentation of their movement,
one of the principal charges brought

In - the - campaign of

against them was that, in claiming :

that educated Indian men had the
right to apply for, admission into this
Colony under the education clause of
the Immigrants’ Restriction Act, they

had brought forward. a new claim. .

‘He could only say that if their eda-

cated men had no right to apply to
enter the Colony under the Act, it

was strange that the Government had |

not brought’the matter to a: test by
prosecuting under the Immigrants'

- Restriction Act one of the men who
:had 50 entered and let the Supreme

Court decide Lthe matter once and for’
all: In their anxiety to meet the
wishes of the European community,
and in order to allay the-talk of
unrestricted Immigration, which was

alleged as the objective of their harsh-

treatment, they were even willing that
the number of their ‘educated men
who might so enter should be limited:
by administrative action to six-in any
one year,

very glad that that view was beginning

European community. It was abso-

He deericd that té be
-eminently reasonable; and ke was.

‘to obtain among a large body of the .

Jutely necessary that they should be -

allowed the natural advantages of
spiritual and intellectual advisers, that.
they should be allowed to have their
teachers, preachers, lawyers, and ad-
visers to come in as free met and not
merely on ‘temporary peérmits which
might be withdrawn at any moment.
General Smuts had recognised the

force of their movement when he said -

.thnt Indians were conscientious’ ob-;
jectors.” In one of his speeches at

the time of the compromise, he bhd*

asked Wwhat was the good of filling,
thé " gaols of the country, and had
remindéd the people that, while they’
wizlded great power, they must wield’
it “with merty ‘and "some “Sense; of

responsititity “and iscretii = §nd’

thien he had'said that, after all, thuse!
Indians who' were defying the Law.
were conscientious- objectors.

suffered for conscience’ saké, and’
there was a spirit of sympathy now.
growing itp amongst the white peoples”
Public opinion was not represented,
by Chambers of Commerce and well’
drilled branches of political associa
tions. . There were many' men who
were unable, who dared not, for whon:l
‘ o . .

No*‘f )
there was' a soft spot in the hearts of
all civilised people for these whv'
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. it was not expedient, to express their
real yiews, but a large body of the
natigh was growing more and more
favourable to the just and reasonable
demands of the Indian community.
As an Englishman, whose forebears
had suffered in the cause of passive
“resistance, who had suffered and shed
-their blood on the altar of sacrifice to
duty, the whole conduct of the Trans-
vaal Government filled him with
absolute abhorreace and deepest
indignation ; and he knew that, if he
had these feelings in his heart, there
must be hundreds and even thousands
of Englishmen in this Colony, to
whom the campaign against the In-
dian community was fraught with
" abborrence and indignation. He
reminded them of the successlul issue
of the Nonconformists’ passive resis-
tance campaign against the Education
Bill, in-England and he bade theém '
take heart therefrom. Their sufferings
would not pass unobserved. They
were living in a civilised age, despite
the existence of the Transvaal Gov-
~ ernment, which was a phenomenon
that would not last for ever. They
were living in an age of civilisation
- and humanily, when the cry of a
- people conscientiously appealing to
the hearts.of & civilised and ‘humane
" people would not go long unheard.
. However, it was unnecessary for him
to ask them to be of good cheer. He
saw every sign of courage- and deter:
mination around him, and he would
merely congratulate them on having
carried- their struggle to that point
with so much, patience, discretion,
‘determination and good humour.
~ They 'were in as strong a position,
* to-day to defy the Transvaal Govern-
ment as they had ever-been, indeed,
" they were stronger. They had men.
hike Lord Ampthill i London ex-
. ‘posing the ridiculous libels sent {from
‘Johannesburg, ‘that their movement
was to flood the country with Asiatics.
There were men of influence at Home
who knew the true facts and were
* placing them before the British pub-
lie.- Therefore, 'they should be of
g6od cheer. Victory was coming. It
would come soon. . '

* Mr. H. 8. L. Polak then addressed-
the meeting, He wished to draw atten-
tion to one point of the Chairman’s
.speech, and that was that' now that
Mr..Gandhi had been withdrawn from
them, each one of them should assume
his own burden, of responsibility.. He
thought that everyone of them was
prepared to perform that very simple
duty (Yes! Yes!), and he, for one,

* was certainly going to assume his own’
shigre of responsibility. He should-
not forget for many a long’ day Mr.

 Gandhi entering the witness-box at

Volksrust the other morning, and
giving evidence, entirely unnecessarily
to the effect that he {(Mr. Gandhi)

admitted aiding, abetting and advising |

all those people to enter the Trans-
vaal and disobey the law of the
"Colony and accept the penalties of
that law. But Mr. Gandhi's assump-

" tion was, perhaps, too great, because
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they had all advised, they had all
aided, they had all abetted, and he
(the speaker) certainly had aided,
abetted and advised .those people
who were taken to Barberton and
sent to gaol, when they were sent out
of the Colony, to come back again.
He had certainly aided, abetted and
advised those people deported from

- Volksrust to come back again, and,

what is more, would do it again and
again, so long as he thought it neces-

sary. They should all be prepared-

to assume their share of responsibility
and to sufler the consequendes of
their action, together with the men
who were in gaol. He had heard
people say when Mr. Gandhi had
been sentenced to imprisonment, with
hard labour, that it was a shame;

but it was no shame to him to receive

that penaity. He deserved it, if ever
a man did, and he had asked for it,
he had ached for it, and be had got
it, and was congratulating himself
upon having get it ; and they should
all be prepared to ask for it, ache
for it, get it, and congratulate them-
selves when they had got it. Mr
Gandhi had not been punished for
relusing to give his finger-prints. He
had been punished for counselling,
advising, aiding and abetting his
fellow-countrymen; and it was for
them to show whether that counsel
was pood, whetherthey were prepared
to follow it, whether they were pre-
pared to share his responsibilities
and suffer with him, He had breught
them a message from Mr. Gandhi
which the Jatter had given him before
he left Volksrust, It was a very
simple one, but it was very pathetic
and absolutely to the point: * Keep
absolutely firm to the end. Suffering
is our only remedy. Victory is cer-
tain.”” They needed no further advice

than that, no further encouragement
'.than that, and, therelore, he would
leave them with those words of Mr.

Gandhi’s in their memory, .

The second resolution, as under,
was proposed by Mr. Imam Abdul
Kadir Bawazeer, and seconded by
Mr. Muljt Patel : :

- Resolation II

This Mass Meeting -of British In-
dians once more humbly requests the
Government to make such alterations
in the dietary scale of certain of the
Transvaal gaols, to the end that the
religious susceptibilities of British
Indian political offenders, incatcerated
therein, may be fully respected.

It ‘was supported by Messrs., V.
Naidoo: (Pretoria), M. A. Cajee
(Standerton), and Fazurasingh (Ger-
miston). .

“The third resolution, as follows,
was meved by Mr. V. A.'Chettiar
and seconded by Mr. AL M. Khan-
deria (Pietershurg) :—.

Resoluticn 1.

This Mass Meeting of British In-
dians hereby re-affirm the determina-
tion of the Indian community to carry
on the passive resistance movement
until the Transvaal Government has

been pleased to accede to the two
reqquests put forth by the community,
natuely, the repeal of the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act, and the retention
of the present rights of Iree enury of
educated Indians under the Immi-
grants’ Restriction Act subject to the
right of the Goveroment to administer
that Act in so rigorous a manner as
to exclude all but a very limited
number of the most cultured members
of the Indian community.

It was supported by Messrs. E, S.
Coovadia, C. 1. Patel (Standerton),
and H. M. Gandhi, the last of whom
said that he was pleased to see such a
large audience to profest strongly
against the un-British and most un-
Christian treatment of the Transvaal
Government.  As for his revéred
tather, he was proud to be called his
son. They, as British subjects, nught
he called sons of Britain, but to-day to
be called a son of Britain he was
grievously ashamed. The day bhis.
tather was arrested was a festival day
for him, but he could not help feeling
how ridiculously the latter had been
charged and punished. Asking 2 man
who had besn practising 'in South

-Africa {or 13 years to give his identi-

fication particulars was nothing short
of cowardice, He thought it was
their duty as well-wishers of Britain to
stick to their principles and fight to -
the bitter end. Tt had been said that
the Indians were a menace to the
Empire. That statement had been
repudiated by them, and those who
had repudiated it might be right from
their point of view ; but in the sense
that he touk it they were a menace to
the Empire, and would remain so;-
for was not Truth a2 menace to Evil ?
When one thought of the pitiful con-
ditions under the British flag, it was
very difficult to resirain one’s feelings.’
The present policy. would not help the .
Government, but might, he ventured
to say, in the near future lead to the
disruption ot the Empire. When they.
could not resent the ill-treatment of
the Transvaal Government, they went
to seck protection from the Imperial
Government. But had the Imperial

| Government given them anything?

Could they expect anything from the
Imperial Government? It had been-
snid when war was declared that one
of the reasons for it was to remove the
unjustifiable restrictions of the Trans-
vaal Government upon British Indians.
I3id they not realise the hollowness of
those utterances now? They had re-
peatedly stated that General Smuts
had betrayed thém, but what had the
Imperial Government done? Why,
then, seek protection from other than
God? The Governnient had stated
that Indians were demanding an open
door, z statement which they had
repeatedly denied. He corfsidered
that was a mere excuse to prolong the

struzele, but he hoped that after that

meeting that day the Government
wauld realise the justness of the Indian
demands and would soon come to a
settlement with them,  But until then
it was perfectly justifiable for them to
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fight as strenutously as possible, and
thercby they would not only gain the
sympathy of all true Christians, but
the sympatby of the whole civilise
world. )
Resolution IV. was proposed by
Mr. G. V. Godlrey. It was as follows:

‘ Resolution IV. '

This Mass Meeting of British In-
dians once more humbly implores
‘the Tmperial Government to realise
-the vast Imperial interests involved
.in the present unhappy situation, and
to take such immediate steps as to
enable British Indian subjects of the

Crown resident in the ‘Transvaal to |

appreciate the spirit of the Proclama-
tion of 1857 and of the King Em-
peror's Proclamation at the Delhi
Durbar, . . . .
Mr. Godfrey, after congratulating
Mr. H, M. Gandhi on his. instructive
little speech, which, he thbught, would
have rejoiced his father's heart, had he
been present, dealt briefly with the
Proclamation of 1857, the Chaiter of
Indian Liberty, that Charter which
conferred on the thrée hundred
. millions of India equal rights as
- British subjects all over the British
Empire. He pointed out the hollow
" hypocrisy. of that *proclamation,. how
" systematically and persistently its pro-
visions had been disregarded, and he
instanced the policy of the Transvaal
' Government with regard to' Indians,
Relerring 1o Mr. David Pollock’s
" speech, he, too, bade them to be
of good cheet, to be firm, and to follow
the advice of Mr, Gaudhi, who was
then suffering imprisonment not for
his-personal benefit but for the benefit
ot the whole Indian community. They
+must not despair, they must not regrict,
they must not be despondent, fur the
" clouds were breaking on the horizon
reven then, He then reminded them
of a recent cable from Cazlcutta, to the
eflect that Lord Minto had drafied
a constitution for the peaple of India,
giving them some measure of self.
-government. e said that was a great
- point in their favour. He relerred to
~ the origin of the Home Rule Society
in London two years ago, of which he
- was one of the foundation members,
. and pointed out that what the peaple
of India had been able fo achieve
within two years, they could accom.-

+ plish here also, provided they were

patient and firm. . He concluded by
congratulating them upon having, Ly
their attendance in such large numbers
. and by the cordial support they had
accorded to the resclutions, belied tle
statement that now that their Jeader
was_incarcerated the movement was
weakening. _ .
Mr, M. P. Fanay seconded.
The lifth resolution, as follows,

was proposed by Mr. C. K. Naidoo -

{Pretaria), and s=conded by. - M.
Omarje Sale.

_ Resolution V.

This Mass Mecting of Dritksh In-
dians liereby authorises the Chairnan
to torward copics of the Resolutions

, bassed by it to the proper quarters,

LA

T contempt of Court.

All the resolutions weré passed
unanimously. .

During the proceedings cheques | .

were handed in from the Pretorin
Tamil community for £30, and the
Boksburg community for Lro. Afeer
a few appropriate 'words from the
Chairman, the proceedings concluded.

Sﬁpr_eme Court Application

| The Detained Indians
s .

In the gupreme Court, on Tuesday

morning, helore a Full DBench, Mr.
t#, 8. Tatham, K.C., asked for per-

mission to mentiona matter of urgeicy.

He said he wished to-apply for a rule
nisi in connection with the illegal
detention of “a number of Indians as
prisoners on a hulk in Durban Bay
without tht: sanction of law. The name
ot one of the Indians eoncerned was
Ismait Ahmed Mame, .

Mr. Tatham read an affidavit made
by Mr. Romer Robinson, solicitor, of
Durban. It traced the preliminary
Court proceedings iniconnection with
the same case, these having already
been given publicity. He (Mr, Romer
Robinson) had informed the Immi-

gration Restriction ' Officer that steps’

would be-taken to test the’ legality of
his action in-detaining the Indians, to

‘whom he refused permission to go on

the wharf. But the {riends of .the
prisoners communicated with them by
shouting from the warf. Eventually
he went on -the hulk in accordance
with the order of the Court, He was
then informed by two Indians on the
hulke that others -whe had been
-Possessed "of Asiatic registration cer-
tificates had been deported. . Some of
‘the Indians were taken to the office
of the Immigration. Officer and were
asked whether they would be prepared
to give theif ten finger-prints at Dur-
ban, but they refused, stating that they
reserved their right to do so in the

Transvaal. They were then told that |-

they would be deported. An order
was then obtained from the Magistrate
at Durban preventing the masters of
two ships from - taking away . the
Indians.. oo

Mr. Tatham now applied for a rule
nisi- calling upon the Immigration
Officer, Hurry Smith,. to produce
belore the Court on October z7th the
bodies of the Indiabs, arnd show by
what authority he detained them, snd
shaw ‘why he should not be. called
upon to release and discharge them
and pay the costs of the action,

Mr. Justice Beaunmiont : Were these
Indians brought before a Magistrate 2

Mr. Tatham:
utterly lawless, without the semblance
of sanction. It js perilously near

The tule nisi, as applied for, was
granted, but the Chief Justice said it
would be sufficient if one Indian—

Ismail Ahmed Mame——was produced,
—Times of Nutal, ; :

No, my Lord. - Tt s |

Notes on the Trzinsvazi_l |
- Struggle :3

 More Volksrast Deportations

Monday last saw the expiry of the
sentences  of the eleven Natalians,

- ! educated men and ‘others, who had

accompanied the Congress leaders on
their excursion to the Transvaal, and

.who had each been sentenced to six

weeks’ imprisonment with hard labour,
They were duly deported, and ten’ of
them "duly returned the same day.
‘The cases were heard -on Tuesday,
when eight of these patriots were sen-
tenced to pay a ling of £50 or to be
iniprisoned with hard labour for four
months. They went to gaol. The
other two wete remanded to the 27th,
~ Neroic Hawkers :

- On Saturday last, the 17th insi, a
meeting of hawkers 'was held at the
offices of the Britishi Indian Assotia-
tion in Johannesburg, Mr, Daya Lala
presiding.  The .proceedings were
most enthusiastic, all present expres-
sing their- determination - to- hawk
without licences, and ‘suffer ahe pen-
alties of the law. A subscription in.
aid of the Association funds was also
started, and I understand that some.
£zo had already been .collected,
During yesterday and to-day, some
39 hawkers ‘were ‘arrested and im-
prisoned  fur -periods  ranging from
three to seven, days with hard labeur, |
all refusing to pay the fine which was
imposed as an alternative.’ On Fri-
day, Mr. Pate] was sentenced to 7
days’ imprisonment with hard labour
for a similar offence, and on - Wednes-
day, another hawker went, to gaol .for
seven days with hard labour, | .

.Germiston Licensing Case .
Mr, K. Padiachy went to gaol for
three days with hard labour for, trad-
ing without 4 licence, reflusing to pay
the alternative -fine of A2 that was
imposed. ‘ T B

-1

" News frem Locknow

. The' Evemng Standard's  corres-
pondent at Lucknow states that the
decpest leeling has been aroused
among: the natives in that part of In-
dia by the harsh treatment to' which
British Indians are being subjected
})y the Transvaal authorities. Meet-
ings have been held at which resolu-
livns were adopted strongly protest-
g against the way in which the
Asiatic Registration Act is being en-
forced in . that 'Colony.—&nuéa_v
Temes., : ) *

A PassioNare Protesr. A vigor-
ous:agitation against the treatment of
the Asiatics in the Transvaal is being
organised in London, The Rev. F.
B, Meyer, who recently visited the ~
Transvaal, has addressed a passionate -
letter 16 the press protesting against
the treatment of Mr. Gandhi —Trans-
vaal Leader. -~ -
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- The Two Issues , -

o _
~Registration—-Immigration

_‘-Lant Ampthitt Fxplains

The following letter appears in 7 4e
Zmes of the z1st ultoi:—
Sit,—1I am refuctant to trespass- on
yaur great courtesy by asking you to
publish yet another letter from me on
this subject, but 1 cannot rest until I
have dene all in my power to prevent
misunderstanding of the position of
iy Indian friends. . .
-'The present situation in the Trans-
vaal seems to me very easy of com-
,prehension to those who are acquaint-

- ed with the facts, but I recognise that

there are few in this country who
have facibties for ascertaining those
facts and guarding tl:eir minds against
the serious misrepresentations which
are made.. Since you have been
good enough to consider my. last
letter worthy of your own - editorial

. comments, I cannot doubt that you

will allow me to reply to your-ex-

. position- of the case, which has, 1

venfure to say, very conveniently
focussed Lhe questions at issue. v
"There are, as you say, two distinct
questions, which must. nat be con-
fuscd. , It is not the Indians who are
confusing them; - they are most

anxious to keep them apart. It is:

(General Smuts who is confusing the
two issttes at stake, and I venture to
think that you fell into 'the same

. error yoursefl at the beginning: of

- main conditional- on the tests.

this year, although in your . article cf

the 16th inst. you have been at pains

to differentiate these two issues..

-+ The two questions are—{t) that of

registrafion, (2) that of immigration,
To those who require a further ex-

planation, 1 would say that the

. Former is the question as to whether
the Transvunl, Government have or

have not'complied'with the terms of
‘the ¥ compromise” which caused -us
maomentary thankfulness and rejoicing
in February last. The ' compromise ”
—and this is the important point to
bear in mind—only related to regis-
tration ; it had nothing whatever to

- do with immigeation,

The immigration: question. is the
fuestion whether or not Indian immi-

‘gration is to be. further restricted

than it is at present-—in fact, whether

" the future exclusion of 'Indians is to

be absolute, or whether it is to -re-
pre-
scribed by the existing law,

Now in regard to the first question,

fhat of registration, you say that, so

{Pf as you can judge, it **is not agzin
at stake.,” I am entirely at a-loss to
uaderstand hew you can express such
an opinion in view of ail that. hus
Happened siicd the very mbdrrow of
the compromise. : -

I cannot ask you to give me space
I8 a long récotd of events; id sb 1
must content myself with stating the
Indian pasition; for the sake ot
cledrness I will do so in collogisial
langudge, leaving it to my Indian
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friends themselves to correct me if I
do not accurately represent  their
views. i o

The TIndian community say, in
effect, to the Transvaal Govern-
ment ;:—

* The repeal of the Registration Act
wis a condition of the compromise ;
it was the essential condition, for ua-
less we had believed that repeal was
promised we should certainly not
have applied voluntarily for registra-
tion, seeing that the whole object of
our strugele was to obtain the with-

| drawal of the measure which involved

compulsion and which we could not
regard as otherwise than insulting
and humiliating, to, our community.
You tz1 us, however, that there is a

-misunderstanding and that you gave

ne promise of repeal.  Well, suppos-
ing that you are right, that ‘there was
a misunderstanding and that we had
no justification lor our bielief that
repeat was promised, then clearly the
bargain i3 off, and the only fair

‘course is to let us return to the posi-

tion we were in before the comprom-
ise,
you when we asked for the return of
our applications to bhe registered,
which you refused. But apart from
all this, why do-you wish to retain
the Act which so injured our feelings ?
It is no use to you, it has fulfilled ijts
object, for we are all registered, and
you bhave what you wanted, which
was to know who we are. what we
are. and how many we are.”

This is, in effect, the. substance of
the representations.which the Tndian
community have been making to the
Transvaal Government. since
found to their bitter disappointment
that the published terms of the com-
promise were not  those- upon whigh
they had.agreed. L

The answer of ‘the Transvaal Gov-

‘ernment has been to pass, in haste as

usual, 2 * Validation Act,” bringing
the voluntary registrants under the
Registration Act, which is precisely

‘what they fought and sufiered to

avoid. This is why the registration
question is not settled yet, and even
those whn maintain that Genéral
Smuts did_not ‘make a promise of
repeal must see ‘that the Validation

Act undoes the compromise and sub- |

jects the Indians ,once more to the
irdignities of the Registration Act.

Nnw we rome to the question of
immigration, which, as I have already
said, and as you, Sir, agree, is a
separate and distinct izsue, :

Let me apain state the attitude of
the Indians in homely phraseology.
They say :— .

“We are quite content with the
law as it stands, that is the law of the
Immiztants” Restriction Act. That
law, ds we tindersiand itand as it has
beed inteipretedd by the Bupreme
Coilft In the case *Lalno v. Rex; "
pives us whit we want—namely,
libérty to tmaintain thie healthy exist-
ence of our community by the be-
casichal impottation of the priests,
doctors; ind lawyers who aro indls-

This is what we proposed tn.

they

pensable to our wetfare, We do not
ask, and we never have asked, for un-
restricted immigeation.  We ave col--
onists and we recognise that the gen-
eral welfare of the colony which is
our hoime demands restriction.” ..
Now it is at this stage that General
Smuts deliberately secks to conluse
the two cuestions. He has found
that the two Acts, the Registration
Act and the Immigrants’ Restriction
Act, will not bear the joint interpreta-
tion which he hoped to see put upon
them and which he led Lowd Elginto
believe they would bear. That wished.
for interpretation was absolute exchu-
sion of all Indians in future except in \
the highly improbable event of the
visit of 2 * Ruling Chief” or ¢ High
Olficial of Asiati¢ descent.” ‘The
Supreme Court, as I have pointed
out, has alrendy falsified that hope of
General Smuts.  He, therefore, says
to the-Indians :—* If you want me to
repeal the Registration Act, you must
promise not to object if I so alter the
Immigrants’ Restriction Act as to ex-
clude all Indians in future.” ‘This is
how General Smuts combines and
seeks to.confuse the two issues, This.
is the new condition which he is seek-

iy 'to impose, and it is a condition,

which the Indians cannot possibly ae-
cept. Their sense of honour bids
them make any sacrifice and undergo
any suffering rather than be parties to
a racial insult offured to their fulow-
countrymen in Indja,

The. fact that Lord Elgin did not
correctly appreciate the effect of the
Immigrants’ Pestriction Aet, upon
which you lay so much stress, does
not affect the operation of that Act,
It must be administered, not in ac-
cordance with views formed hastily
by Lord Elgin upon imperfect tele-
graphic information, but in accord-
ance. with the interpretation of the:
Courts of Law, which has already
proved that the Act does not ex-
clude all Indians except * Ruling
Chiefs, Indians of distinguished posi-
tion, or Itigh Officials of Asiatic de-
scent,” - ' ‘ .

It +iil be seen, therefore, that,
quite apart from the ‘ compromise, ”
the immigration question is also open
once more. 1t has been re-opened by
General Smuts with his declared in-
lention of making the restriction
more severe than it is at present.

I am bold cnough to hope that
what T have written will induce you
to modily to some extent the opinions
which, as I gratelully recognize, you
have expressed with much sympathy
for the Indian side of the question.

With apologies for writing again,
and at such length,

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

o AMPTHILE,
Milton Ernest-hally Bedlozd, Sept. 18.

[.8.—1 have just sveh the letter
frort Sit J. West Ridgeway which you
ublish this moming. It has obvibusly
Eeen writteri without dcquidinkitce
with the facts, and 1 think thdt it is

sufficlently answered by th: abwnre,
—A ‘ :
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No Admittance

Mzhomedan Priest Not Allowed to
Land :

P

Messrs. Cowley & Cowley, solici-
tors, Durban, write to the Nafal
Merciry of the 15th inst. as follows—
. 8irs,—We have been asked by vari-
ous members of the Mohammedan
Mosque, in West Strect, to place the
following facts before you, and having
reference to the method in which im-
migration officers exercise the discre-
tion vested in them by law. We do
this at the request of our clients, and
without any comment on our part,

Section zz of Act 30 of 1903 pro-
vides that any person being a prohib-
ited immigrant, within the meaning
of the Act, may apply to the immi-
gration Restriction Officer for a pass

to enter Natal for a temporary visit,.

and that such passes shall be known
as “ visiling passes.” ' .
Section 23 provides for a deposit of
“ £ro sterling for suchvisiting passes.

Section 25 provides that no person’

shall be entitled of right to obtain a
visiting pass, and "the officer appoint-
ed to issue such pass, shall. have
the discretion to grant, or refuse,
any .such pass, subject, however,
to any direction ' which ' may be
given him by the Principal Immigra-
tion Officer, or by the Minister,
Being duly instructed by various
members of the West Street Mosque,
on Oct. 6, my firm, in conformitywith
the requirements of the law, made an
application for the landing of a priest,
for the purpose of conducting certain
services in the Mohammedan Mosque,
The application was supported by an
affidavit, in terms as follows :—*I,
Mahomed Abed, do make oath and
say: (1) I am a merchant, carrying on
business at 582, West Street, Durban,
and am a member of the West Street
Mosque. (2) There is among the pas-

sengers of the 8.8, Gewvcrmeer, which.

arrived on Friday last, and who has
been removed, with other passengers,
to the hulk Zuite, a priest of the Suni
Mahomedan-religion, named Amoojee
Fakir, and otherwise known to mem-
bers of his religion as Hafez Saleh,
. {3) The members of the said Mosque,
myself included, are exceedingly an-
xious to have the presence of the said
Hafez Saleh for the period of one
month, owing to the presept being the
season of the preparation of the Ramn-
zan Festival, which takes place in
three weeks’ time.  (4) Itis impera-
tive to members of our religion that
‘during this season of preparation cer-
tain strict rules of diet should be
adhered to, and it is imposssible for
our said priest to adhere to these said
rules on board the said hulk. We
have no wish for the said priest to
proceed to the Transvaal, and, so far
as we are aware, it has never been his
intention to proceed to the Transvaal.
I am willing, and prepared, to lodge
the security, and to pay the fees, inci-
dent to the issuing of a visiting pass,

and pray that the same may be issued,
enabling the siaid priest to: come
ashore,.as aforesaid.—(Sgd.) Mahom-
ed Abed.” .

On handing the application-in to

| the Immigration Office, the applica-

tion was reserved for the special con-'
sideration of the Principal Immigration

_Olficer, and next day—five hours be-

lore the Gongernucr was due to sall—l-
my firm was advised by telepbone that
the application was refused, on the

grounds that various other Mohamme-
dans in Natal were also applying for
the landing of the same priest, for the
same purpose.  Our firm was then in-
structed to personally interview the:
Principal Officer, to see if he could
see his way to give any furtherinforma-
tion. Further information was relused.

" The following telegram was then

sent to the Colonial Secretary, as a
final court of appeal (the boat was then
due to sail in four hours’ time). The
telegram read as follows : “Principal
Immigration Restriction Officer has
refused our application on behalt of

certified priest of Suni Mahomedan

religion to come ashore to temporarily
conduct preparatory services for great
Ramzan festival, now approaching.
Priest’s hame is Amoojee Fakir. Ur-
gently required by -members of West
Streel Mosque, who are willing to pay
all fees and security. Priest at pres-
ent removed from steamship, and
isolated inhulk Luffs, with number of
Indians of other castes, contraty re-
ligion. No provision made for obser-
vance of fast. Most degrading. No
reason assigned by officer, except.that
application previously refused to.other.

_solicitors when applying on behalf of
.other members of faith {or same priest,

when we believé circnmstances not |
fully explained, and officer now says
unable to show preference to one
office over other offices. We are in-
structed to ask you to use discretion,
under Section 25 and other sections of
Act 30 of 1903, to allow priest to land
under exceptional circumstances.” *
At 3.30 p.m., about an hour and a
halt before the boat was due to sail,
having received no: reply from the
Colonial Secretary, my firm telephon-
ed to the Colonial. Secretary, and was
tnformed that the matter had been re-
ferred back to the Principal Immigra-
tion Qfficer for his report. . Notwith-
standing telephones, telegrams, &c.,
nothing further could be elicited from

.the Governmment until 1z.30 the next

day, when the priest was well on his
way to India, when the lollowing tele-
gram was received ‘bv us from the
Colonial Seeretarv: “ Regarding In-
dian, Amoojee Fakir, I agree .with
action of Immigration Restriction
Officer.” ' :

This, of course, was the termination
of the incident. -1t does seem hard
lines that & priest specially imported
for the purpose of conducting special
relipious services should ‘have to be
sent away again by the Government,
who have authorised two gentlemen to
use their personal discretion in mat-

ters of this sort. As we said belore,

v
L

we do not wish to make any remarks
as to the way in which the Principal
Immigration Restriction Officét and
the Minister controlling the Depart-

ment have exercised that discretion; -
We are merely sending you this infor.
mation at the earnest entreaty of the
We are

members , of the Mosque,
aware of absolutely no circumstances
in connection with this matter, except
those reported above; we are inable
to obtain any other information froni

the Immigration Office, and we have .

no reason whalsoever to suspect that
theré was anything which was not per--
fectly straightforward and above-board
in connection with the matter.

What Is Reli.gigﬁ?' '

! A

Interestiug Lecture.

[l

On Wednesday, the r4th instant, in -
spite of the uncertainty of the weather -

and the extremely short notice given,
a huge audience assembled from far
and near to hear Shri Swami Shanker-
anand solve this- knotty -questiob,

which the Swaini did in truly masterly -

style. : . ]

The Swamiji, who possess a re-
markably impressive delivery, defined
first of all the térms Diarma and
Religion. Dharma is the word pur
excellence which: stands for Religion’
with the Hindus. The learned lecturer

‘entered into a profound dissertation

on the derivation of these two words,
and went on to claim for every atom:
the right to Dharma :
and progress and not decay.”

From the humbler creation he skill-
[ully led up to Afumsh (the highest

class of men in creation),—intellectual

power incarnate—and again gave ex-
pression to his belief in one true God,
the Ruler of the Universe and the

Common Father of us all, on which .

truly catholic thesis ol his'we reported
last week. \ ) ‘

* At the end of his most exhaustive
and highly' interesting lecture, thé
Swamijit summed up In a Very lucid
way, showing that to fulfil one's
Dharma, one must cultivate the body
as well as the mind (mens sana
corpore sano }, 1he intellect as well as
Atman; all of which contentions he
proved by ample Sanskrit Afaniraes
which were especially appreciated by
all alike. . - ‘

To *have attained through such
comprehensive evolution to Wumsk is.
to be on the high road to Moksh or
Salvation, ‘ , <

Answers to

\

. CoroxiaL-Bory, Mamnoyrpan, We
suggest that your letter should be
addressed to A7 Jsfam. You should
also make representations tp the
Trustees of the Cemetery.—Ed. 1.O.

“To improve’

~Correspondents -

OCTQBER 24TH, 1908 . |

+
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Barberton Notes

On Wednesday the 14th instant
54 prominent dora fide residents of
the Colony and an ex-Indian soldier,
named Fatteh 1lean, were brought
before the Assistant Resident Magis-
trate, Mr. Currie, at Barberton, for
trial. 'lhey wére all charged with’
contravemno Section .5 of Act 2 of
1go7, read in conjunction with Sub-
section 4 of Sec. z of the said Act.
The case of the soldier was tried
‘separately.  During its. hearing ~it
transpired that the accused soldier
held and produced 2 permit and certi-
ficate issued under the Peace Preser-
vation Ordinance.
his discharge some four or five years
ago when the other members ol his
regiment received theirs at Johannes-
burg. He had just returned from
Indm and was on his way to the
Transvaal. He had - fought here
and carried a rifle,-and asked . why
should - he be arrested? He knew

-nothing of a new law until he reached

“ment- after conviction.

komauepoo;t ‘and now dechned to

- make apphcatlon from outside the

Colony as he was told that his two
permits and his military service in
.the Colony t,nutled lum to enter and
so;oum in it.

~Mr) Geo. V. Godirey appe'lred for.

the defence.  The Mpgistrate in sum-
ming up, held that the law had been
contr:nened and  imposed a fine of
A25 . or to be 1mpr|50ned for two
months without ‘hard labour. ‘The
accused elected to go to gaol.

In the afternoon Mr. Moosa Ismail
‘Mia, a prominent Johannesburg mer-
chant, with 53 others, were charged
to answer identically the same chqrve
It will be remembered that this batch
of Indians, with 17 children of tender
‘age, were deported by the Govemn-
No 'socover

" were the) escorted across the border,

“the accused.

than they re-crossed and entered the
Transvaal to claim a démicile, which
act now formed the subject of .2
second charge. They pleaded “ Not
Guilty.” M. Godlrey appeared for
The * accused were
found guilty and sentenced to pay a
fine of £g0 or to be imprisoned for
a-period of three months with hard
labour. They decided to #o to gaol.

Before the Court rose, 1 \Ir Godlrey
made ‘an appeal for the immediate

‘release of the 17 infants in gaol

whose incarceration he thought was,

" a disgrace to humanity and a b-ot on

the administration.  He viewed with
i;guse pain and horror the idez ol
cénfining children within _ prison
walls and the contaminating and in-
jurious influence on their lives in the
future. _The Magistrate expressed
great symp'l.thy, and said the appeal

- would receive immediate attention.

The children who were in gaol as
prisonets from . the time of arrest,
were released on Friday the 16thinst.

A Mass Meeting
A mass meeting of Indlanq resi-

dent -at Barbt:rton was held in the

He had obtained |-

1 evening of Thursday; the 15th inst.

Mr. Mungalee presided.

After many speeches were made, all
supporting the present passive resist-
ance movement, AMr. Mahomed
Moosa: moved and Mr. Christopher
seconded a resolution protesting
agamst the drastic measures taken by
the Transvaal Government in seeking
.10 imprison delenceless children and
incarcerating respectable members of
a communtity, and expressmb sy mpathy
‘with the victims.

On the 14th inst. two more men
were similarly charged at DBarberton,
and each sentenced to three months’
imprisonment with hard labour.

‘On Me. Polak’s last visit to Barber-
ton, the Barberton Association . col-
lected some 9 155 in aid of the
,struggle funds, in addition to the ex-
pensces which they had incurred.

How Not to Do lt

Lnder the above headmg, the
Transvaal 'Leader of the 20th instant,
in calling -attention to the recent
meetings of protest in London and

,ucknow says i—

The law and the administration of
the law have united Hindoos and Ma-
hommedans as they rarely have been
united. There are, no doubt, people
in the Colany who feel satisfied that
Mzr. Gandhi and others are being treat-
ed as felons, and at the specticle of
British Indians, going to gaol, being
released from gacl, and promptly pre-
senting themselves as candidates for
gaol again;’
-must feel doubtful as to the wisdom
of encouraging this at this psycholog-
ical moment. No doubt the Colonial
Secretary has too many greater mat-
ters before him to have time to attend
to the affairs of Asiatics, who have no
votes. -Whoever else is responsible
for what is being done is a poor friend
to the Colonial Secretary’s reputation
abroad and to the case of Closer Un-
ion. Just consider the position.
Canada felt compelled to concede the
principle of limited 1mm1gratlon even
‘to Japan, a foreign nation. We are
asserting the right to exclude every
person from a fellow-State of the' Em-
pire, no matter how wealthy, enterpris-
ing, or educated such - person may
be. Itis not as if the Indians de-
manded the right to enter indiscrim-
inately:
at one Lr opposing them, and rightly.
But the practical point at issue—Ior
the repeal -of the old Act is largely®
sentimental—is whether we shall allow
at most half-a-dozen men to be added
to the Colony's population in any one
year, Even this number, smzll as it is,
is doubtiess reducible by diplomacy.
The- essential point is whether we
shall concede something to the In-
dians’ sense of dignity. Surely their
usual law-abidingoess and their sacri-
fices for Imperial interests in the past

render this course justifiable. By

-
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But even such persons

If they did, we should all be |

treating them as felons, denying them
their usual foud, and generally ad-
ministering, as we are doing, we are
arousing adverse criticism in Britain,
which may easily develop into opposi-
tion to the Union proposals, and
perhaps prejudice South-Africa. Sure-
ly, it for no higher reasons than those
of tactics, the course now being tol-
lowed is inadvisable ?

The Imperial Veto

Lord Crewe's Statement

Fate of the Natal Trading Bill

Hope for the Transvaal

l.ondon, Oct, 21.—-Replying to the |
questions of Lord Ampthill in the.
House of Lords this evening, Lord
Cru\'e, the Colonial Secretary, stated
that it was altogether impossibie to
induce the Transvaal Government to

-| admit all the Indians who were able

to pass the education test, but the
Colonial Secretary expressed himself
in favour of a -sufficient number. be-
longing to the professional class be-
ing admitted in order to supply the
deficiency by wastage. ‘
His Lordship further stated that
the Colenial Office had intormed Sir
Matthew Nathan that "it was im-
probable that the Natal Trading Li-

,cences Bill would receive the Rqu.l

assent.

Numerous reprecenlanve associa-
tions in India have forwarded protests
to Lotd Morley with reference to the
alleged ill-treatmeot of their compat-
riots in the [ransvaal, as being likely
to have a most peraicious effect upon
the Indian public.—Reuter.

- The Natal Mercury, commenting
on the above news relating tothe
Natal Bills, says: The only effect
of their having been passed in. our
Legislature will be to prejudice the
Colony’s future efforts to deal with
the Asiatic evil on better lines. -

Indians in Canada

ILondon, Oct, 16.—The Canadian
Government is considering a scheme
for removing undesirable British In-
dians to British Honduras. In view
of the intense feeling that exists in
British Columbia on the question of:
the immigration of Asiatics, it is re-
garded as imnperative that some agree-
ment should be come to between the
Dominion and Provincial Govern-
ment on the.general Asiatic questmn.
Transvaal Leuder, . .

London, Oct.. 22.—The Canadian
Government's proposal to send a
large number of the unemployed In--
dians at present in British Columbia
to -British Honduras does not meet
the wishes of the Indians themselves,
who deciine to go there, prelerring to
be rep'tmatcd.-Reuler.
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r Protest Meeting in -
- London

The Traasvaal Trouble

'_.——-_-_F ]
Boycolt System Advucuteq .

Retaliation Agairst Natal

London, Oct. 16.—A mass meeting
of Indians was held in Caxton Hall,
to-day. The speakers—who included
Sir Mancherjee Bhownaggree, forin-
erly member tor Bethnal Green, the

. notorious Lajpat 1tai, and Chandera-
pul—vehemently denounced the treat-
ment of Indlans in South Africa.
Amid a storm of indignation, they

~uwrged that the Indians should
strengthen the boycott -of British

. goods in India, and they also urped
retaliation against the Natal legisla-
tion dealing with Indiaus.—Reuter.

A Mercury special cablegram dated

the r7th instant states :—Sir M. M:

Bhownaggyee, speaking at an indigna-

- .tion meeting at Westminster, said

that a little snobbish Boer corsmunity

had unpecessarily humiliated millions

.of Indians, who possessed an infinitely
older civilisation than they. '

The Star correspondent says :—
The severity of the sentences -re-
_cently passed er Indians in the
ransvaal was condemned in the
. swongest terms, ‘
A resolution ol sympathy with M,
Gandhi in his imprisonment was
carried, :

Several speakers denounced what’

was referred to as. the outrageous
treatment of British Indians in the
. Transvaal.” '

Mu. Ase Batuevs Vrews.: Lon-
don, Oct. 19.—Mr. Abe Railey, who
- arrived at Semhampion to-day, was
interviewed by Reurer's, He declared
that South Africn is recovering by
leaps and bounds, but he considered

the Imperial Government should be |

firmer with the Asiatics, and not
countenauce a spurious apitatian in
the Transvaal, which is being fanned
by a few misguided English politicians.

Asiatic Brue Book.
October, z0. A bluehook of Sixty
pages, giving the ofticiad communica.
lions with reference o the Asiatic

London,

question in the Transwaal, was issued |

this eveping, Lnrd Morley, Secretary

for India, shows throughout the car..

respandence, anxiety 1o allay feeling
in India, while Lord Crewe and Lard
Morley both express appreciation of
the concessions made by the Transvaal
Government.  Lord. Ctewe dwells
upon the fact that the crux of the
situdtion lics in Asiatles now in the
Tr@ﬁsqail;, not desieing immigration
of shose whe anot claim residence
th the country befors the war, The
"Tranavaa| Winisters declared that M,
Gicdbl aaid 30 repeatedlyvm-Reuter,

The ¢ Yorkshire Post” on
_ the Situation

In the course of a leading article
published on the 2znd ulto., the
Yorteshire Post says 1— -

Several additions are made this
morning 10 the protests which are
coming almost daily from india
against the treatment by the Trans-
vaal Government of Ilis Majesty's
Indian subjects in that Colony. They
represent an aspect of the question
which seems to be ignored by hoth
parties in the Transvaal, who pride
themselves upon their solidarity in

Amendment Act, which came into
force yesterday, was passed with
unanimity by the Legislature, all its
stages in both Hotses being com-
pleted in three days—August zo0 to
22. So far as we can discover from

just received by mail, there was no
reference to the bearing of the policy
upon Tmperial interests—a -poor
return for all.the sacrifices made but
a lew years ago on behalf of the South
African Colonies, sacrifices of which
the effect is yet being felt Ly the
home taxpayer. . But the kind of
representations coming from India
‘are not of a kind that can be ignored
in London, and though Lord Crewe
has felt bound to sanction the new
Act, he may succeed in mitigating
the drastic administrative procedure
which is resulting in the imprisonment
of Indian. subjects of culture and high
character, “So far, indeed, as this Act
is concerned, there was no need for
the veto of the Crown, except that it
leaves unrepealed the Act which it
amends.  Agsinst its positive pro-
visions the Indians mske no protest,
as it modifies in-several respects—in
the direction desired by them —the
provisions against which they reolted
last year. The chief objection to that
Act was that it imposed registration
upon them, and that in a
form to which
sion, -, , . ., ., . .

Though the details of the various

“they refused subwis.

.

obscurity about the general principles

contention of Mr. Gandhi that the
educated Indians are in partnership
with the white population in furthering
the interests of the Culony. To this
Mr. Smuts made reply, in moving the
second reading of his Tl on August
F2rs “Ivis aclaim which may appeal
strongly to the lodians and to Lhose
who are interested in them, but it is
# claim which this white populition
will never all »w,” und the declaration,
the repotter says, was recaived with
" sustained chieets” In 4 lettes & few
days alterwapd A '
Mﬂlf] Mr;

( Gandhi asked what wa
this Straogé claim, ihe répudiation 6%
which was received witli dustningd
cheers if the popular Housep . Yoy,
R he snib; S know well thit we
ara taught in the public schouls In
» fudia the doctring of partoership dud

this matter.. The Asiatic Registration .

the detailed reports of the discussion

exrading |

laws “are complicated, toere is no

Pt e Rarid Dafty:

involved. They are iltustrated by a|d

.Macket-s

‘botght by the lenmue

| sangement,

equality in the eye of the law, and yet
these are expressions which one may
not even whisper in‘the Colony ‘with-
out being Jaughed out of Cowrt.” It
is this difference in the point of view
which accentuates the quatrel, and
exaggerates differences not, surely,
incapable uf adjustment. The Indiang |
do uot ask for indisctiminate admis.
sion of their fcllow-countrymen ; they
do not even ask Tor a low educational -

-test sach as is applied to members of

other races, The question of the
imraduction of highly educated In-.
dians is, Mr. Gandhi says, of supteme
importunce te his sommanity, but not,
he thinks, to the Turmpeans, -
But if this question of the admix-
sion of highly educated Asiatics is the
only real question at issue, the diffi-
culty ought to be capable of solutivn. -
It seems to be with the Indians more
a matter of principle than of practical
effect. e e o Tt is much
to be heped that Lord Crewe wilt
succeed in impressing wpon the
Transvaal Goveriment—and the Pro-,
gressives, who sapport them in this'
matter—the reasonableneas i a case
so moderately pat. No British sub-
jeet could ask less and no colony -
rtuly foyal to the British tennvetion
could refuse a concession which is so -
important to the Empire and will cost, -

. them solittle. -

A Policy of Boycoit

e e -

An example of ihe boycolting
system adopted by the Krugersdorp
White League was illustrated on the

uare ' yesterddy .- morning,
says the }‘mmaul Leader of the 19th.
inst. ~ A Hekpoort farmer, when
questioned by the secretaty of the
league (Mr. D. Barratt) as to whethet
he intended to continue his practice
ot dealing with ‘Asiatic storckeepers,
replied in the affirmative, and intim-
ated that, he preferred to deal with
Asiatic rather than Buropean store-
kevpers, becanse the tormer.were by
far the cheaper. The secretary of
the league then passed the word
round, and many present awaited the
isposal of 750 bundles uf foraze
which the farmer had brought by
wagon from his farns. © There was
much derison when only 2s. 6d was
offcred pet 100 bund{es, Wwith the
condition of sale that the forage
should be delivercd fres in Johannes.
burg,  Subsequently 1h

ably less figure thian tha
have Bken reaclted by p
To encoutage latutets to purchase -
thalt foodstuffs and damesiic reyyite: -
metts fom Butopedn storckeepets;
Mr. Birait has éommeiiced by ivsue’
ar ideitifcdtlvh Hiket by aif thodt
fafmets Wiio febBEnidE It sbjecls bf
the leagie, 6 the ;ifqﬁhcgi‘dﬂ‘ of
whiich the latkés chin bbbii gouds
from the majority 6F loca

fro geal a'tbrckeqp-
ers at reduced rated by special ar

t which woulg
ublic auction.

w o

¢ lorage wis |

at a cohsider- -
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ore Indians Arriving
e .
~ [SeeciaL TrCLEGRAMS]
Lourenco Marques, Thursday.

S. 8. Praesident lett tor Dutban to-
day with about 33 passengers returned
jrom india bound for the Transvaal.
At the instigation ol the Trantvaal
Authorities, the MozZambique ediinis-
tration refused to allow them to land
oh temparary passes unless they were

willing to remain here and make
,application for registration undet the
new Act from here. Even women
‘whose husbands are in the ‘ransvasl
" were not, allowed to land.

'

- Correspondence

. Indfan Pgblic Library

N .

The Editor INDIaN OpiNtON,  *
_Sit,—In Durban we have an Institu-

' tion glorying in the name of the
Durban Indian Public Library! It
consists of two or three Napazines,

- several Icdian newspapers (both the

,magozines and the newspapers are’

‘qiite two or three mouths old), and 4
tew books which are always kept under

lock and key. ‘The Librarian, who

has no knowledge of what a libtary is
~or how 'it'should be conducted, can
never be Seen excépt ‘at veiy long
intervals of days together, at times,
. A library properly organised and con-
““ducted 15 ai absolute necessity in 2
community like ours.” No opportuni-
ties are afforded or fcilnies given for
the education of Indians éxcept those
by the Government Indian zad_ Gov-
ernmetit-gided Mission Scliools, which
ate totally inadequate. 'Lhis brings
to mind, aid ! -mention it in.passivg,
the further age restriction imposed
' -upon children attending the Higher-
" Grade Indian School. “The age limit
was iy, which is now reduced to 14
yeais; the name of the school s
again changed, and this time into
thut of the Government Indian Schopl,
“with a reduced staif. ‘ ‘
As ecach day brivgs Ierth
threat, o edch session of Parliament
sees spme new Bill aiming gradbally
“at the deprivation of the rights of
Indians which when accomplished
would force the Indians to leave the
couniry, antl gehefally, %s coming
~-evellts cast thele shadows before them,
~would it net be ta the ifiterests of the
. Indians to prepidre themselves to fight

constitutionally for 'the birth-right of

nian—freedom ? And how better
ciythey do sothan by edueating them-
selves for that great fight?. A proper-
ly-equipped libriry we must Have,

" Will no trily-enlighténed leader of
thé ¢omininity Zome forward to muake,

the library We how Have & resl gducd-’

tional centre; by propéily orgahisiig
(it and enlisting ig, $yifigatny, And

support 6 every wellwisher of, 1he

Indian, and of the Indian himself?,

[T

INDQaNATALIAN.

+

someé”

Overriding the ¢ Magﬁa
' Charta’’ '

i

‘Transvaal Legisiation * [ovalid and
Unconstitutional ™

The Westmmister Gasetfe of the
a4ih ulto, publishes the following
letter :—

Sir,—No one can complain of the
temperate statement of Sir Richard
Solomon in your issue’ of to-day. I
accept withoul questioh his statement
of the fucts, and no more humiliating
‘picture has cver been painted of the
disabilities of British subjects desirous
of rusicing in a portion of the British
Empire. We ave cowneds indecd if
we remain silent in the face ol this
great wrong, 1 am quite sure that
the time has now arrived lor transla.
ting our sympathy into action, and
Lord Amthill will be liberally soppert-
ed if be decides to test the legality of
the convictions by an appeal to the
highest tribunals. It is intolerable
that our Indian brethren should be
insulted and imprisoned in the Trans-
vaal,” or elsewhere, and the true lover
of thi spirit' of justice will be glad to
know that Lord Anpihill wib press the

later phases of this discreditable

business upon the notice of the Gor-
emment as soon as Parlament sess-
sembles. I hope that the House of
Commons will, in no party sense, de-

“mand the instant repeal of the ‘Frans-

vaal Registrationn and Imnigration
Restriction Acts, for, as they clearky
override the “Magna Charta "—which
being Imperial legislation, cannot be
set- aside by Colonial enactments—
they are, according to Prolessor A. V.
Dicey [Law ol the Constitution, Part
1.,Ch. z},“invalid and unconstitution-
al."—1 am, yours faithfully, -

R. G.. Cavexpiss BENTINCK!
Wormilow Manor, S2ptember 23.

- .Fa!cts and Comments

SYMPATHY WITE TAE GAEKWAR.
The subjects o H.H. the' Gavkwar of
Baroda, in Durhan, have semt the fol-

Tlowing cablegram ¢ Gaekwar subjects

here this- moment heard with deep
regret Princed Fatehsing  Rao's. pre-
mature death,  Sincetely sympathise

Sarkars griel over - uncontrullubte 1).-

vine decrev.  Pray rest his soul.
Lijuok 18 HBagaans, ‘The regula.
tions Hor 1he contrul and supetvision.
by Q'ransvaal Municipal Councils of
Asintic Bazaars have been atpended
by the addition of the following new

| regulutibn :—* No person shall bring,

or knowingly suffer to be brought,

_within any bazsar, and no person

shall while withitt any bazaar have in
his pussessiofi or contrl (except 1n
in the cuse bl & servanit of tti€ local
authbrity, for the puiposé of imme-
diate remcval or 1des.t_n_.lf’:_.tlm:ul;_,Q}_f
knowligly suffér 1o remiein on his
prethises, any Kafir beek or fotoxis
catingjliquor_of any kind,

INDlaN ~ Manrs, S8, Prendent
sails on the a7th fnst.  Mails close at
3-30 pm. For Colombo and Calcutts,
per S.S. Lamfudi, until g-30 a.m., 28th
inst

© Traxsvaar, Orivm ORDINANCE. .
London, QOctober z2.—At question
time 1 the ITouse of Commons, Col.
Seely siated that the Govenment
considered that it was not desirable
to repeal the T'ransvaal Opium Ordi-
nance; but the Transvaal Government
would sufeguard the natives from the
danger of contracting the opium
habit—Reuter.

-~

TuE SiLver Linivg, Inthe House
ol Commons on Thursday Col, Seely
stated that the Imperial Government
were in friendly comnupication with
the ‘Fransvaal regarding the dis-
abilitiés ‘suffered by the Indians of,
that Colony.— Reuter.

Brc MerTixe mw TUE Poxjan
Londom, Ovtober 22.—The agilation
in India agmnst the treatmwent of the
Transvaal Indians was emphasised by
a maeting Beld yesterday in the Pun-
jab, representing some 5,000,000
Mussubmans. Resoltions were passed
deploring the inertness ol the Im-
periat Goveranwnt,—~Reuter.

- ToOrcaNise DePuraTions,  Lon-
den, Octohier rg. Members of both
Houses of Parlument have decided
to organise deputations to Lord Mor-
j ley and Earl Crewe in ordey to make
representations with reference to the
P hardships endured by Indisns in
South Africa. Lord Ampthill has
notificd his intention of rising the
matter in the House of Lords—
Reuter. ' o
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GENE'R{&L. DEAL}ER,

HOODSTOCK, Near Cape Tow

Isaaln K'EAN,

Stand 382, Bertram’s Road,
' _Corner Thames Rd., Lertram’s, :
Dealer in Drapery, Grocery,
- Ironwongery & Fancy Goods.

0. Bax 4370, Johannesbyrg,
Prompt Attentiondoall Orders.  Civility Guaranteed

BRANCHES (22):

A. A. RAHEMAN,

GENERAL MERCHANT AND DIRECT
. IsrorTER OF INDIAN GoODS,

Stand 641, 21st Street, VREDEDORP,
. Box 3040, JOHANNESBURG.

Woodstock, Salt River, Observatory
Mowbray, Claremont, Wynberg,
Parrow, ete,

2

Head Office ¢ 24 Frere St., Woodstoek

Tel, Add.: POHOOMULL v P.O.Box 112

POHOOMULL BROTHERS,
Wholesale & Retall Siik Merchants,
_ Carner of Longmarket & Parlinment Ste., -

CAPE TOWN

B‘Frcl Imparters of all kinds of Indian Art Cutios
rntal Jewellery, Maliese Silk Linee Articles, ete
Established 1858  Mead Office : Dombay,

W, HEHUE B

A 2R - @A 2D eyl
RAA. ‘ '

ay (a2 AvL— A 437 |
¢ ARG, WA,

-

d o swend
3 ¥ ¥ile, Aew A3,
N3 3¢ Mig-an,

d. Mahomed Hussan & Co.,

MUERCHANTS AND IMPORTHRS, s
WIUHOLESALE AND RETAILL,

¥

AN oty A |

wyal sl wgall

gozaaqaa Mt . Juwi Wal

DR el Wbl au 3wt

il 2l s A wlleazd wA
ot el sudl e 2yl
A1, 2 AEL Yd¥l £2s weA
Ay awy®,
Herduaaiiela Ja asdl
BIRIR UL AAE] YRl

Ethics of Passive Resistance - ‘i; ‘d;;
Bhagavad Gita . . e IO
The Story of the Rimdyana ... o 6
A Dook—and its Misnomer ... .0 6
2leucticel wdl spR " a-bef
wadl zled. S eYee
d B safl el T eeeng
WY rddl 2igEd, - e-0e3

Wyl 1A Walg D4d 4RA o-0-3

BNy wedl Al s, \ b o-o-f .
Ay (R [Any) C e-ees
udfer T

YRyt HAG MUY @Y., oee-g

Al 4y 2 W Al - owong
WY &I, AT L oeYes
QAU 4 z93 0-0-3

WA HREA AIAEAR W YRy
o Ul 1 oegrl e uQAfen
SN PLECTETTER: A

aaaa W 3,
2lellsu, g

LRI 2y s,

COBURE Rleiz WAL Sy
2620 AR Quaui Bz "y
AAldedlAdl SR W Sl A
( Steel Truriks ) eietiqaug’ wug*
Wey @ oAl e wals Ja
'&11131319-[1 S @Y 2T wad a3
R F Nvya WA dFgar Vol
LAl WAS ol R S, :
X5 otadl AY GBI A wim
Bl Wt ad 1 B LR,
ML aWd AURE adl ivily
24 ddy AN R, yww

ke R gy,

M. RAWAT & @o.,
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Manufacturers of Camp
Kettles and Steel Trunks,
{ No. 1 Dean Street )

PIETERMARI'I‘ZBURG, Natal.



