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Copry PRoCEEDINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELA-
7ivE TO THE STATE AND CONDITION OF THE
CounTrY of OUDE AND 1Ts DEPENDENCIES,
AND OF THE REIGNING FAMILY THEREOF; IN-
cLuDING THE CHARGES MADE BY MR. HasTinGS
AGAINST MR. Bristow &, {Fe. &

P R ———

Extratt of Bengal Secret Confultations, 20th Fanuary, 1784~

T HE following letter and enclofures from Mr. Briftow
having been received on the 30th ultimo, were circulated
to the Members of the Board for their perufal, and re-
turned on the 1ft inftant:

Gentlemen,

Since T had the honour to addrefs you, under date the
13th inftant, refpe@ing Ilmas Ally Kan, I have received
other advices in a letter fram Major M<Lary, tending to,
confirm me in opinion of the inimical defigns of that Au-
mil. In explanation of the farther precautions I judged
it neceffary to adopt for the fecurity of the Caunpore fta-
tion, in confequence of Major M‘Lary’s reprefentation, I
beg leave, Gentlemen, to refey you to my anfwer to his
letter.

I have already had the honoyr, in my addrefs of the 13th,
herein above mentioned, to lay before you copies of letters
awritten by me on this fubjet to Colonels-Morgan and Cum-~
mings: I now take the liberty to tranfmit to the honourable
Board fuch farther correfpondence applicable to it, as has
fince paffed between me and thofe gentlemen. 1 flatter my-
{elf it will alfo be in my power to furnifh you, in a day ot
two, with a tranfcript of the Perfian correfpondence that
has pafled between me and the Minifter relative to Ilmas.
A tranflation of it is preparing.as faf} as poffible. I have

thef‘mgr to fubmit myfelf, with the greateft refpet, &c
UCKNOW, >
20th Dec. 1783, JOHN BRISTOW

Ver, V B Lopy



Papers relating to C'b;zrge'; IV. and XVI.

Cety of a Letter from Major MCary to M. Brifjow.

Caunpore, t7th Dec. 1983.

In confequence of Colonel Morgans orders, 1 beg leave
to inform you, that I arrived here yefterday evening with
the regiment under my command, and that I fhall take care
to repel any attack which may be mads in this quarter: ag
yet I have not heard of any motions of the Aunul's troops.
Oblige me with your fentiments refpeting thems; and,
fhoyld they draw this way, in what way, in what light [
am to hold them ; but, at any rate, I fhall be prepated.

Copy of a Letter from Major MClay tg My, Drifiow.

19th Dec. 1983, Caunpore.

I know not yet what the Aumil’s intentions are; but this
is certain, that he is colle&ing his forces from every quar-
ter under the fpecious plea of muftering them. As I
fhould highly experience the want of artillery men in cafe
of any attack on this place, I have wrote to Sir John Cums
ming, requefting that a detachment may be fent down with
all expedition, having at prefent only a few lafcars to work
the guns.

Should it appear to you that the Aumil has hoftile inten-
tions, I think the two companies of Major Scott’s regi-
ment, now on their march to Lucknow, might be ordered
to join me, as alfo three or four from the Lucknow or Ky-
rabad ftations. As Major Dunn has above two companies
detached, and I have nearly one, fhould the Aumil draw
this way, apparently hoftile, I mean to quit the canton-
ments, carrying with me the park and magazine, and
move to a poft near the Caunpore old lines, where I fhall
be enabled to withftand his attack; and any attempt tq

referve fo firaggling a place as thofe cantonments would
ge ufelefs, impracticable, and divide my force.

It is highly neceflary that the dawk between this place
and Lucknow fhpuld be moge expeditjous,

Mr. Briftow’s Anfwer,

Lucknow, Dec, 20th, 1%83.

I am favoured with your letters of the 17th and 1gth
inftant. In cafe Colonel Morgan fhould not have furnith-
ed you with a lift of the Aumil's troops, Ihave the plea-
fure to enclofe you one. The intelligence you convey ta
me, -of his colle&ting them under the pretence of mulfter,
3s very fufpicious, as their fervices at the prefent feafon of
the year are required in fecuring the colle€ions} and the
eafure is unprecedented,



Papers relating to Charges TV, and XV, 3

As the Refident’s guard has golundares attached to ity [
have preferred requefting Captain M<Leod to proceed to
‘Cawnpore with all expedition, and called upon Lieutenant
Wroughton, with the two companies under his command,
to march along with him; and they have my requifition to
obey your orders. The arms of Captain M<Leod’s batta~
lion being in a very bad ftate, and not fir for fervice, I re=

ueft you will order the number reguifite to be ferved him

?rom the magazine at Cawnpore. I have, at the recoms

mendation of Colonels Morgan and Cumming, requefted

Major Cook will immediately reinforce you with one bats

talion of his regiment. I have attended to,your intimation

concerning, the dawk ; and I requeft you will alfo fellow

proper meafures with the Munthee at Cawnpore, to ohlige
his people to do their duty.

True copies.
J- NEAVE
Afsy &c.

Lopy of a Letter from Colonel Sir Tobn Cirnwung i Mire
Briffow,

Futty Ghur, 15th, 1783,
1 am favoured with your letter of the 11th current, en-

clofing copy of your letter to Cologel Morgan, together-
with a ftate of Almas’s force. If you think there be im-

mediate danger to the magazine, &c at Cawnporé, and int

cafe Colonel Morgan have not, in confequence of yourin-
formation, either left a reinforcement, or halted himfelf
near Cawnpore, in my opinion the moft eligible mode

would be to order the regiment at Kayrabad thither imme-
diately. Half the regiment at Lucknow might march thi-
ther alfo} and as foon as Colone) Ironfidz arrives, the wholé

might return to their ftations. For my own part, I will

take care to hold the troops here in readinefs to march the

moment [ recetve certamn intelligence that Almas is draws

ing his troops together with a hoftile intention. 1 will

alfoy in that event, order Colonel Knudfon to join me by

forced marches. There being no direct dawk between and

Barelli, I have to 6bferveg to you, that the want of it has

been already attended with-much inconvenience ; and it is,
not improbable but it may be produétive of very-bad confé-

quences: for thisreafon, I beg leaveto recommend to you

an application to the Vizier for a dawk to be laid between

this'and Barelli as foon as convenijently can bg done, - The

§xpence cannot be very great.

Ba Extra@
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Extract from Mr. Briftow's Letter to Colonel Sir Yobn Cume
ming, dated Lucknow, 18tb December, 1483,

I am favoured with your letters of the 13th and y5th
inftant, and fhould have replied fooner ta the latter, but,
that I waited to hear from Colpnel Morgap. I underftand
that Major M<Lary’s regiment has reinforced the troops in
the ftation of Cawnpore, which will anfwer the fafety of
it. Almas Ally Cawn has manifefted no overt a& of hofs
tility : his correfpondence and conne@ion with the Mahs
vattas, withdrawing his family and effe¢ts from Lucknow,
and failing in his accuftomed puné¢tuality of payment, arg
circymiftances which, compared with the condu@ he pur-
fues in general, juftify fufPicions, and render peceflary that
we be on our guard,

Extrag? of a Letter from Colonel Morgan to Mr. Briflow
4 dated Carrab, 14th Decembery 1983, Yot

T have this moment received yours of the 1oth inftant,
and in canfequence "have ordered Major M¢Lary to march
back with bis regiment to Cawnpore with the utmoft expe-
dition, where he will arrive in two days; and now I have
enly one regiment of fepoys with me. But I cannot
think that Almas has any intention of difturbing the ftas
tions at Cawnpore. However, as Colonel Sir John Cum-
ming is pow in full force, being joined by Major Duncan,
with two regiments, 1 hope and flatter myfelf you have
wrote to him upon the {fubjed, as I recommended it to you
in my letter of the 27th Auguft laft, to which I refer you
for what I thought neceffary to be faid an the fubjedt: he
will not fail to give every afiftance the occafion requires for
the prote&ion of the Cawnpore ftation, if you have wrote
to him. Before this time you muft have feen the neceffity
of reinforcing the ftation, and you might have ordered
troops from Hyrabad for that fervice; or, if the cafe wag
yery emergent, a battalion from the regiment at Lucknow,
might have been fent ; both which I recommended to you
to be done.

Was [ to return with the remainder of the brigade, it

ight, as you obferve, haften his defection, and give him
?;mc fufpicion of our government having ipimical intens
tions towards him.

True copy and extracts.
J NEAVE,
Affiftant to the Refident at the Vizier's Court,

The
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"he following Letter and its enclofure; from Mr. Biiftaw,
were received and tirculated on the ift inftants

Honourablé Sif, -and Gentlemen; | .

The great inconvenience and diftrefs to Which your af.
Fairs are expofed; from Almas Ally Cawn's withholding
payment of the revenues uhder his charge, are fully exem=
plified in my correfpondence with Colonel S_u* John Cuma
inung, whith I have how the honout 6 entlofe for your
information. Had this Atumil paid his kifts with his acs
cuftomed pun&uality, I fhould by this tin hivé realized
a fufficiént fumm to difcharge the arrears both of the fecond
brigade, and the detachmerit on the frontier ftation. Cir-
tumitanced as I now am, it Is with dificulty I ath endbled
to fupport the current difburfements f diy office. I havé
regularly iffued all monies immediately as théy have been
paid into the treafury ; but -as none of the bankers at the
prefent period anfwer their bills when due, there arifes ano4
ther difficulty, for which it is no-eafy maitter te apply.d

remedy.
Lucknow; 1 lave the hénout,- &¢s
22d December, 1583 JOHN BRISTOW,

Copy of a Leti;r Sfrom dalagei S'z'r. _'}}ol:m Cumming to Mry
Briftow, dated Futty Ghuyy December 15th, 1783

The extreme diftre(s in which the trdops 4t this ftatioit
how are for want of money, obliges mé to be vefy urgent
In my requeft for two- lcks of rupées to be feiit hither as
foon as poffible. We are neat five toriths in arrears, which
even in plentiful feafons would be véry diffrefling, but in
the prefent fearcity is infupportible ; nor am I without ap-
prehenfions of the moft alarming confequerices, if fome
means are not fallen on to fupply the troops with fubfif-
tence. It istrue we havea detachment at Chapramow that
has hitherto furnifhed grain, by feizing on the hoards at.
that place; but I have been hithetto particularly attentive
that not a grain of corn fhould be taken away till paid for}
mnd indeed, were it othérwile, the people all over the coun-
try would be alarmed, and do any thing with their property
rather than let it fall into our hands. But, befides the ex-
treme diftrefs and general complaints of the troops, there
are other reafons which make me vary anxious Tot a fuppl
of money at this period. Qn the one fide, we have caufe
to apprehend an incurfion of the Seiks, and onthe otheran
attack by Almas, Should either of thefeevents take place,
it would be impoffible for the troops te march till they, were
paid at leaft two months pay t I need not poin} out- to you
the bad confequences of {g {ong, though inevjtable, delay.
That no time may be loft Iin bringing trealure from Luck-

fow
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fiow, when it is ready, and to quiet the minds of the
troops; by giving them hopes that their fufferings will be
fpeedily relieved, I intend fending an efcort to Lucknow,
where it may wait till you are provided with cafh, which I
truft will be in a very few days at fartheft. As the diftri&
of Chepramow will not be able to furnith grain for many
days longer, I propofe fending a battalion into the diftriék
of Bifunt Roy, for the purpofe of fupplying our camp with
provifions. 1 know that you are unwilling that any force
hould be made ufe of in any diftri&t under Almas, and I
have therefore ftudioufly avoided it; but Ihoee you will
have no objettions with refpet to Bifunt-Roy’s country 3
if you have, communicate them to me, and point out the
place from which we may draw our fupplies. I wifh for
nothing more than to be able to {ubfif} the troops without
opprefling the natives; and it fhall be my care to fee that
they are paid for the grain we get from them, as foon as you
fhall put it in my power.

Extract of Mr, Brifew’s Reply, dated Luckuow, 181h
December; 1783,

I am favoured with your letter of the pgth inftant. I
am fo fully tonyinced that, for fupplying with provifions
the troops under your command, you will ufe fuch means
as will be attendez with the leaft poflible inconvenience or
diftrefs to the inhabitants, that I muft leave it entirely to
your. own judgement, requefting you will adopt the method

ou propofe, or any other which appears to you moft eligi~
“ble. I {hall fend you a jankah on the Sezawal of Jerokabad
for. rupees 50,000, and requeft your afliftance in getting in
that fum; but it is neceflary to inform you that I think he
will be unable immediately to fupply it. The regiment at
Kyrabad,- and the Rohilchund detachments, fhall be paid
by junkahs on the Aumils of thofe provinces ; the regiment
at iucknow I can furnith from this treafury; befides
which, I expect to be able to fend the fum you require for
the troops immediately with you; and for this purpofe,
revious to the receipt of fyom- favour, [ had requefted Mr.
Telville to apply to you for an efcort.

Colonel Cumming to Ay, Briftow, dated Futty Ghur, 17:h
Decerebery 17383,

This morning I fent a company of fepoys, under the
command of Lieutenant Browne, to Lucknow for treafure,
which I intreat you again and again to fend hither with as
little delay as poflible.  The diftrefs of the troops; through
the fcarcity of grain, and total want of money, is fo great,
as to admit no alternatjve; and I am forced, much againft

ny



tny inclination, to fend a detachment in Bifunt-Roy’s dif<
&, to feize upon grain they can find, and to convey it
hither for the immediaté fubfiftence of the tioops. Asitis
impoffible t6 raife money to pay for the grain at the time
of takipg it away, I have ordered the officer to grant receipts
for the quantities he receives, in order that the owners may
be paid as foon as a fupply of cafh thall enable us to do .its
If money be not fent us in the fpace of a very féw days, I
fhall bt driven, however unwillingly, to march the wholé
detachment to Kanooge, and to feize on_the repofitories of
grain in the city, and the adjacent villages. In fhort, Iam
apprehenfive we fhall be forced into meafures, which nos
thing but extreme diftrefs could juftify, orevenexcufe.

Efiimate of Pay andsdrrears due to the Derachment under thg
Command gf Colonel Sir Fobn Cumming.

The detachment urider the command of Colonel
Knudfon at Barelli, from the 1ft of Auguft to
“-the- 31ft of December, which is five months,
at 36,000 per monthCRs; -~ - - - - 1,806,000
To European artillery, four months, at 16,000
CRs. = = = = = = = =« « 5 - = bygy000
"The brigade ftaff, five months, at 14,000 CRs. 40,008
‘The 11th regiment of fepoys at Futty Ghury
five months, at 19,000CRs, = - ~ - -= §5,000
Half the 21ft regiment at do. gooo CRs. < , ** 47,500
"The 4th regiment of fepoys; now at Futty Ghur,
three months, 20,000CRs. - - - - - 65,000
'The 15th regiment, three months; 26,000 CRé. 60,000

-~

CRs.  5,76,500

N. B. Befides the above, there is Major Qfout’s regi-
ment, now at Lucknew, and Major Cook’s at Kyrabad,
that will be four months in arrears.

Mz Brifow, in reply to Colonel Gumming's Letter of the 19thy
' dated Lucknow, 22d Degember, 17834 f ’

T beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 17th inftant; and; as I have already informed you, I

iThall ufe my utmoft endeavours to fupply your detachment

with the fum required by the paymafier, and lope int a few
days you will be relieved from all diftrefs.

True copies and extrals.
J NEAVE, ,
-Afliftant to Refident at the Vizier’s Courta

B4 The
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The following letter from ‘Lieutegant-colonel Martin, ace
companied by his anfwer to the interrogations tranfmitted
to him on the 23d November, having been received on
the 2d inftant, were circulated to the Members of the

Board, and followed by the minutes which are entered
after them:

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, :

T herewith have the honour of tranfmitting you my an-
Iwers to the interrogatories you have been pleafed to put to
me, by your commands of the 23d ultimo, which I have
given, to the beft of my recolletion and knowledge, in all
cafes. I have now only to beg your indulgence for any
want of method which may appear in the accompanying
fheets, as I acknowledge I have not been ufed to {uch
work.

D. Lucknow, I have the Lionour, &c.
23d Dec. 1783, C. MARTIN.

Anfwer to the Interrogatories from the Henourable.
Governor General and Council,

1ft Queftion.

In reply to this queftion, I do not recolleét to have heard
Mr. Briftow fay that he had or would forbid Hyder Beg
Cawn’s infgrming the Governor General “of the flate of
¢ affalrs at Lucknow * but I heard Mr. Briftow exprefs a
fort of diftruf} and difpleafure that Hyder Beg Cawn either
had or would tomplain againft him. '

2d. The Minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn, came in my room
fome time th November, 1782, appearing anxious, and told
me, that Mr. Bditow had required of him the loan of
twenty-five lacks of rupees; that he had reprefented to h&i
it was not in his power to do it, and had explained his ren-
fons: notwathftanding he feared Mr. Briftow did not believe
him; on which account the Minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn,
defired me*to fpeak to Mr. Briftow of the impoflibility of
his lending fulh a fum, * being already indebted to bankers,
+ fhroffs, and other perfons, from whom he had been
¢ obliged to borrow for the immediate expences of his Ex-
¢ cellency 3 and without difcharging thofe debts, for which
#¢ he had already fettled a made of payment, (if Mr. Brif-
< tow did not prevent him) he could not, with any degtee
&« of propriety, borrow more.”

He alfo explained the total of thefe debts, and faid,
¢ that, ence they were liquidated, with proper truft and
« fupport, the former of which he feared Mr, Briftow had
¢ not in him ; that he would be able to borrow large fums,
¢ though money was fcarce ; and that, by a good harmony
4¢ and underftanding, he tvas io hopes that the Company ;

4 an
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& and his Excellency the Vizier’s bufinefs would be car-
-¢¢ ried on with eafe, and profper accordingly.”

The above I related word for word to Mr. Briftow, and
explained alfo my opinion of the general fcarcity of money,
and the neceffity of giving confidence and keeping a good
underftanding with his Excellency and the Minifter, Hyder
Beg Cawn. ‘Of this laft,: particularly, I mentioned his
great attachment to our intereft ; his abilities, honefty, and
difintereftednefs, in the management of the country; and
that I had reafons to think he had not fuch a fum by him,
or any like it, in ready cath, as was demanded of him. Ia
an{wer to this, as far as I can recolle&t, Mz. Briftow te-
plied, that, with regard to Hyder Beg Cawn’s having no
ready cafh, and his not being able to advance the fum
above mentioned, ¢ it was all a fham from him; that
¢ he was worth large fums, and had accumulated great
¢ wealth,” &c.

On another day the Minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn, either
came himfelf, or fent me a man, to let me know that Mr,
Briftow ftill infifted on his lending him the fum before men-
tioned ; and that, in cafe he would not lend fuch a fun, he;
Mr. Briftow, would, by a change in the office, find ana-
ther Minifter who fhould lend it : and that, fince itappear-
ed Mr. Briftow ftill entertained prejudices againft him, and
was refolved to difmifs him from his office, as he had con-
duéted himfelf with applaufe towards his maftef, the Vizier,
and the Company, he would requeft to have the Company's
protection, and retire with his family and property on the
Company’s terrjtories; for he was not able to find fucha
fum, nor knew how to get it from any bady * that the ruf-
foom allowed him he would give an account of, the whole
having been expehded either by him or the Nabob: that he
thought his enemies had prevailed on Mr. Briftow ; and, as
it appeared Mr. Brifiow intended turning him away, he
begged I would explain the above to him, that he might
have leave, to retire fafe with his family and property. All
this I mentioned to Mr. Briftow, ax_xc{ gave him alfo my
opinjon of the impropriety of diftrefing him, &c. . Mr.,
Briftow flill obferved, that, in his opinion, the Miniiter,
Hyder Beg Cawn, was worth immenfe fums, &c. That,
in regard to the taking the office from him, that the Govers
nor General had given him full pdwer to do it ; but that he
thought Hyder Beg Cawn was'as good a man for it as any
other, accordingly hehad no inténtion to difmifs him from
his office; but that he lought to lend as much money as he’
could. At the fame time Mr. Briftow alfo requefted of me
talend all the money I could, faying, that he would bor-
sow from the bankers, fhroffs, and others, all that he could
poflibly get; afking my opinion of the fums I thought :11;

wé
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would be able to borrow in the province of Oude; which T
gave him, as alfo my reafons for not having it in my power
to lend any at that time. The Minifter, as I fuppofed,
being anxious for an anfwer, either came himfelf, or fent
bis man, I do not remember which; but I do recolle&
that I fent him word ¢ not to be under any apprehenfion
¢ of his being difmifled for his not being able to lend the
“ money, Mr. Briftow having told me that he would not
¢ doit; but, on the contrary, I was in hopes Mr. Briftow
¢ would change his mind; and if he was alting from pre-
« judices, or the perfuafions of his enemies, that the fal-
¢ lacy of theirinfinuations would foon come to light, and
¢ he would be undeceived : not to be under any fear of be-
¢ ing difmiffed, but to obey every order Mr. Briftow might
& chufe to give him: that though Mr. Briftow appeared to
¢ be hafty, he had no bad intention; and by obeying, and
« aQigg uprightly, he would foon gain his confidence, and
é by that means defeat the artful infinuations of his ene-
«¢ mies.” Thisanfwer I gave entirely of myfelf, after ha-
ving received the anfwer above mentioned, or nearly, from
Mr, Briftow; and the Minifter fent me word that he would
o to Mr. Briftow: and as his man did not appear much
atisfied, I wrote to Mr. Briftow to the fame purport as re=
Jated above. Of this letter I have not kept a copy; butl
found a note of Mr. Briftow to ime without date, which I
have reafon to think is an anfwer to my reprefentation on
this fubje&, as this note exprefles, « he had had a fatisfac-
¢ tory explanation with Hyder Beg Cawn, and that I need
€ not be apprehenfive of his wanting to play him off.
3d. I cannot be pofitive to this queftion ; but, as far as
I can recolle&, I -heard either from Mr. Briflow, or the
Minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn, that fuch papers had been re-
quired from the latter, .and I think they were delivered.
4th. What I can recolle@ about this queftion is, that I
have heard at times Mr. Briftow mentjon, that he had upon
him the whole refponfibility of the revenues of the province
of Oude; that not a rupee fhould be given or paid without
his khowledge, and he meant to make a reform. In theend
of December or January laft he fhewed me a letter, afking
me what I thought of it? He faid he was writing to the
honourable Board, iff which he propofed to eftablifh’a Trea«
furer Dewan and Audawlut, and alfo recommending perfons
of his acquaintances to fuperintend thofe offices. On this
Yetter I remarked to Mr. Briftow, that thofe offices were al-
ready in being, and even held by the perfons he had recom=
mended : that I thought they were difpleafed of the Naboly
and Minifter’s meafure, and, if he intended to fet them up
againft the Nabab and his Miniftérs, I was afraid ke would.
.sueet with many obftacles and dificulties in effecting his
: planz
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plan that, us far as I knew, the Nabob- Vizier feemed
fubmiffive enough to every plan recommended to him by
the Governor General and Council; but that, without
fuch a recommendation ftrongly enforced, he would find
him very obfinate in this affair, particularly en account
of the contsol which would be put on him by ‘thefe offices
in the manner propofed, and the inéreafe of expences and
emoluments that would follow of courfe.
That, above 2ll, the Vizier would be very loth to allow
any attempt te control his privy-purfe and houfghold ex-
ences, and would do every thing in his power teo avaid it.
%n thefe or other reafons he had other Aumils, on whom
he allows or gives no jaydauds or tunkahs for the Company,
as that he may receive his rent diretly from them. That
if any irregularities exifled in the above-named offices, as-
they flood at prefent, I was perfuaded that they would
be remedied-by the Nabob or his Minifter, aftér a proper
reprefentation by him, (Mr. Briftow) &c. In reply, Mr
Briftow faid many things in {upport of his project of re-
form and control ; and all I told him then, and at different
other times, availed little, by what appeared afterwards.:
sth. To anfwer this queftion as fully as I can, I beg
leave to reprefént, that Mr. Briftow at different times
mentioned to me, (I fuppofe for the purpofe of my inform~.
ing Hyder Beg Cawn) that he (the Minifter) would not
obey him, and that in confequence he would be_obliged to
make a change in that office. This was always faid in
terms and in a manmer implying great, difpleafure, but
without Mr. Briflow’s mentionining id 'what particula¥
point Hyder Beg Cawn had not obeyed himi. I informed
Hyder Beg Cawn’s man of what Mt. Briftow hadfaid, but
without teiling him any thing of Mr. Briftow’s dif{pleafurey
or the intended change he had talked of. In return, he af~
fured me his mafter had told him to inform me, he had hi-
therto obeyed every order of Mr. Briftow, and that he
would be happy if Mr. Briffow would peint out the parti-
cular inftance in which he had not that T fhould then be
convinced of the contrary. This I related to Mr. Briftew,
and defired be would aceordingly name out the particular
point he had to complain of. Mr. Briftow replied to me,
he would not have a third perfon; that the mian muft truft
to him, or words to that purpofe. To this I anfwered, that
he had then no occafion to tell me’his ftories about Hyder
Beg Cawn, and to talk to me of the fubje@s of difpleafure
be pretended to receive from him, as it was no bufinefs of
mine. Still, however, at {everal times after, Mr. Briftow
and I'had different converfations on the fame fubjeét; ha
faying that Hyder Beg Cawn would not obey him, and I
infiling -on it he would. About this time HyderCBeg
BAUS o
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Cawn came t6 my haufe; I told himi that the bufinefs in
debate between him and Mr. Briftow muft be a matter of a
ver¥ fecret nature, fince neither he or Mi. Brit.ow would
explain it to me, yet both appeared willing I fhould mediate
in the affair. After fome hefitation, and premifing that
Mr. Briftow had bound him to fecrecy, and begging 1 would
not mention what he was going to fay, which Li promifed I
would not, Hyder Beg Cawn acquainted me, that Mr.
Briflow required of him to make up and give him Shakas in
the Vizier’s name, without his knowledge or acquiefcence,
(as he, I%yder Beg Cawn, had reported to Mr. Briftow,
that the Vizier would not confent to what was required of
bim, viz. the payment of the Futty Ghur detachment)
which would enfure the Jaydauds or Tunkaws meceflary
for the payment of that detachment. This Hyder Beg
Cawn pretended to me he could not do without the Vi
2ier’s orders or confent, as it was a thing his Highnefs had
fet himfelf againft, and contrary to the treaty he had lately
entered ipto at Chunar Ghur with the Governor General,
"That, however, if he was ordered to do fo by the honours
able Board, he would then, at the rifque of incurring hig
Mafter’s difpleafure, endeavour to prevail on him to afe
fent; or, if ‘Mr, Briftow would give him an order to that
purpofe, fo as he might be cleared of the blame of fuch an
a&, that he would then do it, in expeCtation of being {up-
ported in confequence by him and by the Board. I pro-
mifed Hyder Beg Cawn I would fpeak ta Mr. Briftow on
this fubject, but waited till Mr. Briftow himfelf {poke firft,
which was foon after. I then told him, that with refpe&t
to the affair in which he faid Hyder Beg Cawn would not
obey him, and for which he {Mr.'Briftow) faid he had or-
ders, he had nothing more to do than to give hiin thofe
orders, or his own, and I would venture to affure him Hy-
der Beg Cawn would obey him implicitly ; and that if it
fhould happen that he was nof able to perfuade his mafter
the Vizier, he hoped ftill to do it with the affiftance of thd
Refident, or even the Board, if hereafter neceffary., That
in the mean time, in order to prevent the inconvenience.of
delays, he gHyder Beg Cawn) would take upon himfelf, in
the name of his mafter, to do what was wanted, provided
Mr. Briftow would give him his orders to that effett. As
far as I can recolle®, Mr. Driftow told me, he had already
iven him orders, but that the Minifter would not obey
gim; repeated, that he would not have the affiftance of a
third peifon in this affairy and faid, he would be obliged to
take fome other meafures, &c. Several days paffed; T had
no vifits, nor heard about the debate, which made me con=
clude Mr. Briftow had reafons to be fatisfied with the Mi=
nifter; until the 2d of February, that I received a me‘(}’agc
o
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m Hyder Beg Cawn, by a fervantof his, informing me
g::lt hisylife wa%s in dangeyr, on account of ‘Mr. Briiﬁ)w’s
having complained in fuch a manner againft him to the Vi-
zier, that he could expet nothing lefs than to lofe it, if he
was not protected: ‘in confequence, that 'he would take re~
fuge n his (Briftow’s) houfe, or mine, until he had fecurity
for his life, &c. The occafion was fo prefiing, that although
Mr. Briftow had thewn me he was not pleafed at my re-
prefentations in behalf of Hyder Reg Cawn, I could not
help writing him on ;that fubject; and in his anfwer,
which appeared to me fatisfaCtory with refpe@ to Hyder
Beg Cawn’s fafety, there was this paragraph: ¢ To give a
s¢ hint to his fervant that the bufinefs muft be donej and
¢ the Vizier's objections could only be confidered as his
% didtating.”

Refpedting the Tunkaws of the Tookfawars, I cannot
pofitively affert any thing; only I underftood, that during
the contéft relative to the appointment of a Treafurer,
Dewan, and Awdawlut, application was made for {eparate
Tunkaws for the Tookfawars, and that two lacks of ru-
pees had been paid on that account either to Mr. Briftow
or Mr. Cowper’s treafurer : that the Vizier was difpleafed;
and threatened that if Mr. Briftow or Mr. Cowper paid
thofe Tookfawars, he fhould no longer look on them as his
own; and, accordingly, that any fum paid them thould
not be on hisaccount. In confequence, I upderftand that
two lacks of repees were fent back to Tipperchund, the Vi-
zie’s Treafurer. | )

6th. To thisI have to an{wer, That a perfon came to
me, on the part of Hyder Beg Cawn, to tell me that Mr.
Briftow had required of him an account of the expences of
the Vizier’s houfehold, kitchen, and ftables; and that Hy-
der Beg Cawn had given for anfwer, That he much feared
the Vizier’s difpleafure, if he came to know he had 'done
fuch a thing. In-anfwer, I defired the above perfon to in-
form Hyder Beg Cawn, that Mr, Briftow had told me he
had power from the Governor General and Council, in,
his inftrultions, in cafe Hyder Beg Cawn did not obe
him, to turn him out of &8fice. That M. Briftow had alfo
tdld me he was refponfible for all the revenues, &c. as rer
lated in the anfwer of the queftions 2d and 3d. On thefe
accounts, I advifed Hyder Beg Cawn to obey implicitly,
and deliver tosMr, Briftow the accounts and papers he had
required; and, in fhort, refufe’ nothing that was in his
power. Thatin fo doing I was in hopes they would-be
good friends ; otherwife, as I had heatd it from Mr. Brjftow,
that he would be obliged to prefer another Minifter, wha
would-obey reafonable requeits,

“§th. Te
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yth. To this T have to anfwet, That fome time, in o¢
about March laft, I had a meffage from Hyder Beg Cawn,
by the fame perfon who ufed to come from him to me,
acquainting me, that he was much at a lofs how to a& ;
and begging I would «aflift him with Mr. Briftow, who
% was furrounded by his (Hyder Bég Cawn’s) enemies, and
¢ would not credit him in what he faid. The point was,
¢¢ that Mr. Briftow would not fix or fettle the Bunderbuft
¢ for the Company, but infifted on having Jaydauds or
¢ Tunkaws for 140 lacks of rupees : that Hyder Beg Cawn
« had reprefented to.Mr. Briftow, it was impoffible for
¢ fuch a fum to be raifed from the revenues; and that
¢ even the Bunderbuft, fettled by his predeceffor Mr. Mid-
¢ dleton, could not without difficulty” be realized: that
¢ the net revenues not being much above 172 lucks, and®
¢ the difburfements (including the above 140 lacks)
¢ amounting to above two crores, there was an abfolute
¢ neceffity of coming to an arrangement for the prefent
¢¢ year : that, .inflead of aflenting,”Mr. Briftow had only
s¢ teftified to him (Hyder Beg Cawn) his fufpicions of the
¢ many embezzlements and robberies committed, as he
¢ thought, in the colletions and difburfements: that, in
¢¢ confequence, he would fettle nothing, until he had full
¢ accounts of all difburfements of the different troops,
¢ the place they were {tationed at, and the mode in which
¢ they were paid : that he (Hyder Beg Cawn) had repre-
s¢. fented, but without cffet, that to copy fuch accounts
¢ would take up a deal of time, which could not then
¢ be conveniently fpared.” In the endy Hyder Beg Cawn
begred of me, by his man, to fpeak to Mr. Briftow, that
he would finally determine on \;Sxat was to be-paid to the
Company ; and that the Vizier and him would find means,
if poflible, to fatisfy every demand. I did fo accordingly,
but to little purpofe; Mr, Briftow being too much per-
fuaded that he would make many difcoveries® of mifma-
nagement to give up his points. A few days after, I heard
that all the Muttfuddies of the Treafurer’s offices, and the
Mufhruffs, were attending at Mr. Cowper's from morning
till late at night, without intermiffion ; which citcumitance
naturally gave weight to a rumour then fpread, that the
Vizler and his Minifter would no longer have an autho-
rity in the management of, their public affairs. About
this time I had another Meflage from Hyder Beg Cawn,
begging of me to fpeak to Mr. Briftow, and inform him;
that there was no more time to be loft in the fettling the
affair of the Company’s Jeydauds or Tunkaws; or, if he
did not chufe to do it, to take the fmall remains 6f Ine
fluence he (Hyder Beg Cawn) had for that purpofed and,
tq induce Mr. Briftow to a fpeedy, desermination, hcﬁ;lea

¢
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fired me to copy a fcheme for the repartition of the reve-
“nues, and an account of the large fums he had (according
to Mr. Briftow) accumulated. Thefe papersI fent to Mr.
Briftow, and mentioned to him, that, if ,he would not de-
Gt from the demand of 140 lacks, the difference mufk
either be borrowed, or retrenched from the ufual expences
of the Government : that, in my opinion, no retrenchment
could be made, but on the Moataynaly’s troops; and, if he
meant fuch retrenchments, the fooner it was done the bet-
ter, as in a few months more they would have received fo
much that the propofed reftraint could mot anfwer any
purpofe, particularly as the accounts Mr. Cowper was
taking were not, by his own account, near a conclufion,
nor any thing like it. At firtt Mr. Briftow faiﬂ he could
not determine, unlefs he had thofe aecounts; but in the
end, after Mr. Cowper had retired, who was prefent at
firft, he faid,  he would fettle about it, as there was no
 end to thofe accounts,”
8th. To this I can only fay, that, foon after Mr. Brif-
tow’s arrival at this place, it appears he had-formed a fcheme
of eftablithing a regular corps of fepoys in lieu of the Mou-
tenah’s;. and I have heard him fay, that he had wrote, or
wonld write, to the Board or Governor General on the fub-
je@, and for a quantity of rejeCted arms. He alfo defired
me to make up fome, and afked m¢ how many rupees fire-
locks would coft 'made here; on which I reprefented to him,
that they would come much dearer than thofe which might
be purchafed in Bengal, With regard to the difcharging
4000 horfe and 7000 foot, I have heard of fuch an oxder
from public report, but do not recollett any thing farther
about it. L
oth. In an{wer to this 1 beg leave to reprefent, that,
fome time in Januvary laft, a man of Hyder Beg Cawn’s
came to me, to tell me that Mr. Briftow had enjoined the
Minifter not to difclofe to any one the removal he intended
to make of the prefent, Sezawul of Furruckabad, named
Mahommed Syed Cawn, who was to be relieved by one
Mahommed Bey; and that ‘this removal was without the
confent of the Nabob and his Minifter: that it particularly
affected this laft, as Mahommed Syed Cawn was a man of
his own recommendation, and an honeft man, on whom he
gcould depend, and for whofe good behavionr he would ven-
ture to become fecurity ¢ that jt'was pot.fo much for the
fake of theoffice itfelf, that he withed Mr. Briftow ta defift
from his intended appointment, but becaufe it would reflect
gn the Nabob, and take away the remains of his (Hyder
eg Cawn’s) influencé, and put him in 2 manner in compe-
ition with a perfon (Ifmael Bey) who had declared himfelf
i}j; prowed goemys  As Mahommed Bey was a particular

friend
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friend and dependant of his, that therefore, if thisintended
appointment was to take place, every officer of Govern-
ment would naturally conclude, that neither the Vizier or’
his Minifter had power to fill or remove from offices, but
that fuch authority was lodged in Hyder Beg Cawn's
enemy, the friend of Mr. Briftow above mentioned. 1
was farther defired very eamneftly to endeavour to prevail on
MTr. Briftow to poftpone that appointment, but todo it in
the moft delicate manner poffible. I fpoke accordingly to
Mr. Briftow, and told him I underftood he meant to fend
a new Sezawaul to Furruckabad, one Mahommed Bey, 2
friend of Ifmael Bey, and that it was contrary to the Vi~
zier’s and Minifter’s inclinations, for which I added many
reafons. On this Mr. Briftow afked me, whence I had
heard fuch a report ? I anfwered him, that nething of fuch
a nature could be long concealed in a place like this. He
then {aid it was true he had fuch an intention (of removing
Mahommed Syed Cawn) but that it was at the recommen-
dation of Hyder Beg Cawn himfelf. T replied, that I
thought it rather extraordinary, that Hyder Beg Cawn
fhould remove from an office a man of his own choice, and
whom he in a manner fupported, to place an enemy of his.
‘To this Mr. Briftow again repeated, that it wagentirely at
the Minifter's recommendation; that the Sezawul was re-
moved, and Mahommed Bey appointed to fucceed. This
affertion made me inform Mr. Briftow, that I had it in
charge from the Minifter to reprefent to ‘him againft that
appointment, for the reafons mentioned above, and which [
explained fully. If I remember right, Mr. Briftow an-
fwered me, ¢ ¥t was very extraordinary;” that he would
fpeak to the, Minifter, apd explain that matter with him.
‘The next day Mr. Briftow fpoke to me, and told me he
had talked with Hyder Beg Cawn about fending Mahom-
med Beg to Furruckabad; and that he had returned for
anfwer, that what Mr. Briftow ¢ was doing, or would do,
<t was well done.” On my relating this _to the Minifter,
hie acknowledged it was true, that Mr. Briftow had put
fuch queftions to him, and that he made fuch an anfwers
not being able to give him a flat denial : and befides, he
had been cautioned by me to obey Mr. Briftow, as related
before.
ro. In anfwer to this queftion I have to reprefent, that,
at the time alluded to, the Vizier fent me feveral meflages,
defiring me to tell Mr. Briftow, that ¢ he would not agree
¢ or confent to the appointment of a Treafurer, Dewan,
¢ and Adaulet, in the mode propofed by Mr, Briftow; and
¢¢ thatif Mr, Briftow continued to infift, ashehad faidhehad
¢ orders from the Board to do it, that the Vizier would be
s compelled to go in perfon t9 Calcutts, to xeprefentnlfgs
i ¢ s
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& cafe, aid reafons for not agreeing to fuch appointments,
% if Mr. Briftow would not do it himftlf.” I fpoke ace
tordingly to Mr. Briftow ; and, as much as I ¢an recollect,
he told me he had orders from the Board about thofe offices,
and he muft obey them. The Nabob again fent me a fer=
~ant of his, to requeft I would jntercede with Mr. Briftow,
and engage him to wiite t6 the Bodrd, to beg they would
countermand the order he faid they had given him. All the
anfwer I could obtdin from Mr. Briftow was, If thé Vizier
would write, and fénd him his letter, he would forward it to
the Board.—Another time I had another meffage from the
Vizier by the {ame man, who told me he was ‘fent, at the
particular defire of the Nabob, to explain to me that Mr.
Briftow had; in a late conference, made ufe of .very harih,
expreflions towards him, fuch as the Governor Genetal and
Council themfelves had never employed; and that he felt
them as ftill more humiliating, from their having been
fpoken in the prefence of Mr. Cowper. The affair in
queftion was about the Treafurer and Dewan, and control
of the houfehold expences; to which points the Nabob
would not in any fhape confent, declaring partitularly, he
would not'have eithér Mr. Briftow or Mr. Coivper, or any
European, to fuperintend or pay the expences of his houfe-
hold, family, or troops: that, in reply, Mr. Briftow had
faid, That if his Excellency agreed to it, it was well; if
not, it did niot fignify; that he would do it without his Ex-
cellency’s eonfent.—Such were the terms related to me by
the man fent me by the Vizier; and further, that the Na-
bob replied only, That he would by no manner of means
have Mr. Cowper to fuperintend his treafury ;. but, if Mr.
Briftow infifted on baving that office regulated, that he
would confent t6 Tipper Chund, the perfon who was al -
ready his treafurer, being joined to Doarkadaws, a man who
had been propofed by Mr. Briftow.—It.not being ver
agreeable to me to fpeak fo often to Mr. Briftow on fucK
fubjects, and the more fo asit appeared plainly that he was
not pleafed at any interpofition, I begged the perfon fent me
by the Vizier, that he would requeft his mafter to emplo
fomebody elfe to carry his meflages to Mr. Briftow, as %
wifhed to be excufed. ' He-however returned foon after,
and told mie his Excellency had faid, I had known him of
old, and when he was a boy ;' that I had been his friend_fo
long, and why at this ‘moment refufe him my affiftance ?
The man faid fo much, that I was induced to promife I
would fpeak to Mr. Briftow on the fubjeét —I did it ac-
cordingly; and related every word that [ had heard. Hé
appeared thoughtful, and faid he did™ not recolle to have
made ufe of harfh exprefions; but that his infiruétions
were pofitive to eftablith fuch offices, and that they muft
Vor. V. C be
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be eftablithed. I reprefented to him the Nabob's unwil«
Ymgnefs to affent ; and how improper, in my opinion, it was
to want to place Mr. Cowper to fuperintend fuch an office,
which would in fa& render the Nabob fubfervient to hirm.
Mr. Briftow anfwered nothing to this, only pafled fome fe-
vere refleCtions on the Minifter.—The day after, Hyder
Beg Cawn fent me his man, begging I would report to Mr.
Bnitow, that he had gone to the Vizier with his written
order (on the fubject of the abave,) but that the Nabob
would riot confent : that he had made ufe of every perfua-
fion in his power, to no purpofe: that the Vizier had fhed
tears on account of the repeated ill ufage he had met with
from Mr. Briftow, and had faid, he would not remain in the
provinces; and, if the Board did not countermand the or-
ders Mr. Briftow mentioned, on the points in conteft, that
he muft quit Lucknow, and go to Calcutta, to throw him-
felf before the Board, in order to be heard in his repréfenta-
tions. This meffage I repeated in the evening to Mr. Brif-
tow, but I do not exaltly recolleft his anfwer; only I
thought he appeared fince to relax from the intended appoint-
meat of Mr. Cowper to fuperintend the treafury.—How-
ever, I have a note of Mr. Briftow, on the fubje¢: of one of
the many reprefentations I was neceffitated to make to him,
in which he fays, ¢ You'll.not underftand me. Hyder Beg
¢ Cawn has been the caufe of all the mifchief in tge coun-
¢ try, aswell as to me: he muft obey every order impli-
¢ citly, and not fet the Nabob at rejecting reafonable re-
¢ quefts,, Thefe are the only terms; and he will take the
& confequences of any farther oppofition. - His complaints
¢ fignify nothing.”

11. I do recollet to have, in the courfe of general con-
verfation, either from Briftow, or at leaft from perfons
in his prefence, heard, that the Nabob had many unnecef-
fary fervants, and a vaft number of ufelefs animals. In par-
ticular it was mentioned that he had fifty barbers; but I
am not certain of any orders being given about the reduc~
tion of their number.

12, In my anfwer to the 1oth queftion, I have already

iven a detail of the harfh expreflions of which the Nabob
%izier complained: I have heard of no other.

13. I have already, in my anfwer to the 10th queftion,
and in other parts of thefe fheets, declared what I know re-
lative to the firft part of this queftion: I cannot aflert any
thing pofitive.

14. [ cannot fay pofitively any thing on the fubje& of
this queftion; only that I know of orders iffued by.Mr.
Briftow to the Officer ftationed with the Phoufdar of Kyra~
bad, ¢ to take effeCtual meafures to prevent the Phoufdar
¢ from making any payments to other Taukadars, till ;hﬁ

s fu
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« full amount of the Company’s affignments be difcharged
« and that he infifted upon ro part of the colleGtions being
« appropriated to other purpofe than the demand of Go-~
« vernment.” 1 alfgunderftand that the Minifter's Roufs
foum has not been paid by the Aumil of Allahabad, in ¢on-
fequence of fimilar orders. -

15, I have already, in my anfwér to the sth \quéﬁibﬂ, re<
lated what I knew of the circumftances of Hydet Beg
Cawn’s fears, on accourit of the complaints Mr. Briffow
had made againft him to the Vizier, which operated {o
much on him, that he determined in fecking protettion
either in my houfe, or Mr. Briftow’s. Both Hyder Beg
Cawn’s man, and the Vizier, who camé tome on that fub-
je&, faid to me, that Mr. Briftow had told the Vizier « to
“ act as he thought proper ‘with his Minifters. ~ That no<
¢ body would find fault with it, and that he would give it
¢ him in writing. )

16. Te this queftion I cannot anfwer with any degree of
certainty or recollection.

17. All I know on the fubject of this queftion is, that
Hyder Beg Cawn did mention to me, fome time ii May
laft, to tell Mr. Briftow, ¢ That if he chofe to allow me to
¢ be the mediator betwixt him and the Minifter, that he,
¢ Hyder Beg Cawni, was ready to eater into any engage=
¢ ments he pléafed, and he would be fincerely and fairly at<
“ tathed to him. I was not made acquainted* with any
other terms of the faid coalnamah or engagement; and, on
my mentioning t¥%e affair to Mr. Briftow, hé faid he did not
want to make any fuch agreement withaman who had and
would deceive him.

18. 1 have already related, in the courfe of "thefe fheets;
many pirticulars relative to the Shookas; and have only to
add, that Mr. Briftow, one time in converfation with me;
was exprefling his difpleafure with the Minifter, and faying
he would not obey himt. I replied, that though he hady
and even at the rifque of difpleafing his mafter, and of cre~
ating more enemies§ as a proof of which, I mentioned, that
it was entirely to obey him that ke had fealed and delivered
the fhookas for the payment of the Futty Ghur detach-
ment; which he had done without the Vizier's krtowledges
Mr. Briftow appeared aftonithed at my knowing that cir<
cumftanee, and atked me if Hyder Beg Cawn had told me
fo (feeing he was under fecrecy.) T anfwered him, that I
knew the affair long ago, as well as what had paffed between
him and the Miniftet on that fcore.
~19. In anfwer to this queftion I beg leave to obfetve, that
1 cannot particularize the appointment Mr. Cowpei had
from Mr. Briftow refpe@ing the adaulet; but I m;*der;

00
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frood-from feveral quarters that Mr. Cowper fuperintended:
fuch an adaulet; and as a great deal was faid about it in the
courfe of private converfation, and entirely from friendly
motives, I afked Mr. Briftow how it cgme that Mr. Cowper
had fuch an office? If I recollect right, Mr. Briftow re-
plied, that he knew nothing about hishawing fuch an effice.
1 then told him, that if he knew nothing about it, ¢ then Mr.
¢ Cowper alted on his own account,” I further told Mr.
Briftow, ¢ that the blame, if any, would fall on him, and
¢ advifed him to order Mr. Cowper to defift.” The next
day, or foon after, a perfon from the Minifter informed me,
that Mr. Cowper had fymmoned the Minifter’s head banker
to appear before him, and threatened him with his (either
Mr. Cowper or Mr. Briftow’s) difpleafure, for not com-
plying with the fummons which was fent him to anfwerto
a complaint againft him.. As this affair was notorious, and
many bankers and principal merchants of the town were
uneafy in confequence, I mentioned it to Mr. Briftow, and
told him that fuch alls gave great difguft to the people;
and the more fo as coming from Mr, Cowper, as pr‘éjfgrly
nobody knew of any powers being vefted in any other per-
fon befides the Refident. Mr. Briftow again repeated what
he had faid before, that Mr. Cowper had nothing to do in
the adaulet ; and that he had {poke to Mr. Cowper, who, he
underflood, had wrote a letter to the Minifter’s banker in
his (Mr. Briftow’s) name, to defire him, that whenever he
(Mr. Cowper) chofe to write in his (Mr. Briftow’s) name,
not tofend the letter without firft fhewiny it to him. At
another time, not long after, I underftood that feveral de-
crees, {aid to have been given in the new adaulet, had been
prefented to the Minifter in order to obtain the Vizier’s
fanction, which he had refufed to give, not having power
from the Viziertodo fo, ‘That in confequence thofe de-
crees were given to a Munthee attending on Mr. Cowper,
with orders to carry them to the Vizier (who was then on
a hunting party at fome diflance from Lucknow) in order to
obtain his approbation. Thefe circumftances I related to
Mor. Briftow, who, in his anfwer, continued to deny the
koowledge of any adaulet, and faid that the Munfhee
was gone for a few days, on leave of abfence, to his
home. This, ] own, furprized me a good deal; and I
thought it very extraordinary, that Mr, Briftow fhould
pretend not to know a thing which was notorious to all the
town, and which may fo caﬁly be proved, if neceflary.. This
prevented me from faying any thing more to Mr. %xiﬁow

on that fubjecl.
20. My intermediatioh was certainly employed between:
Mr. Briftow and Hyder Beg Cawn, as will appear b)} .my
an{wers-
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anfwers to the above queﬁions, to which I beg leave to

efer. ‘ B
* Lucknow, (Signed) CL. MARTIN,
23d Dec. 1783,

In cirdulation for perufal,

A letter from Colonel Martin, inclofing his replies to the
interrogatories.
Council Chamber, (Signed) E. HAY, Sec
Secret Dapartment,
2d Jan. 1784,

Governor General,
I have read them, and recommend that a copy be fent a
number in the packet,
(Signed) W. H.

Mr. Stables, 3d January, 1784.

As the Governor General has recommended that the an-
{wers toethe interrogatories, juft received from Colonel
Martin, fhould be fent a number in this packet, I will not
obje&t thereunto; but I think it would have been but rea-
fonable and right to have delayed the fending them till Mr.
Briftow’s anfwers to thém were received, for the complete
information of the Conrt of Direttors,

Mr. Wheler,
1 agree in the fame fentiments with Mr: Stables, but will
not object to the Governor Gengral’s recommendation.
(Signed) E, Wy

Mr. Macpherfon, .

I agree entirely in the fame {fentiments with Mr. Stables;
and think farther, if Colonel Martin’s anfwers to the que-
ries are fent to the Court of Directors before Mr. Briftow’s
.remarks upon his anfwers aré received, to accompany them,
that the Court of Diretors thould be requefted to fufpend
their opinion till they receive Mr, Briftow’s vindication,
which canuot, from the earneftnefs he has already exprefiod
upon the fubjed}; but arrive here foon.:

] l;n confequence of the foregoing opinions, Colonel Mar-
tin s(lette;, and his anfwers to the intrrogatories, were fent
numbers in the difpatch to the honourable the Court of Di-
reQors,per Barwell ; and the minutes of the members of
the Board, with that from the Governor General, refpeting

- their being fent to Europe, were tranfmitted a -number in
the famg packets o -

C3 The
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The following letter from Colonel Martin was received by
the Secretary on the 3d inftant.
SIR,

I beg you would be fo good, fhould there be a neceflity
for it, to reprefent to the honourabla Board, that, in com-
pliance with their orders to furnifh Mr. Briftow with a
copy of my anfwers to the interrogatories, I am getting
them copied, and he fhal have them thortly. I omitted
mentioning it in my letter of yefterday to the Board.

Lucknow, I am, &c. -

24th Dec. 1783. (Signed) Cr. MARTIN,

The letter to Mr, Briftow, recorded in the laft procged-
fngs, having been copied fair,‘and circulated for fignature,
the following minutes from Mr. Stables, Mr. Macpherfon,
and Mr, Wheler, were received by the Secretary, and im-
mediately fent by him to the Governor General, whofe mi-
pute is entered after them, together with a letter which he
propofed to be written to the Nabob Vizier,

M. Stables, 2d January.
By the letter to Mr. Briftow, as it is propofed, no no-
tice is taken of the bankers’ fecurity, but there is an abfolute
recall. 'We ought to fee the letter to the Vizier, &c. be-
fore that to Mr. Briftow is difpatched.
(Signed)  J. S,

Mt Macpherfon,

1 have feen Mr. Stables’s objetion to figning the letter
for withdrawing the Refidency from Oude, before he fees
the Governer General’s letter to the Vizier on the fubject,
and relative to the Shroffs’ fecurity. As the Governor Ge-
neral has taken upon himfelf the refponfibility, I take it for

ranted that, in his letters to the Vizier and his Minifters,
Ee will explain to them the neceflity of remitting to him-
felf the proper fecurity, before the Vizier gives the Refi-
dent leave to withdraws Were we to diret Mr, Briftow
not to quit the Vizier's Court till the fecurity in queftion
was given and tran{mitted hither, I fufpect that the Vizier's
Minifters would reprefent that the Refidents prefence cre-
ated delays in obtaining the fecurity. I have therefore no
objection to ﬁgﬁug the letter to Mr. Briftow, as it ftands;
I imagine the Governor General will fign it likewife, and
remove any difficulty that is fuggefted.

(Signed) JOHN MACPHERSON,

I have feen Mr. Stables’s Jetter, and Mr. Macpherfon’s
anfwer. The obfervations made by the former are much tq

the
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‘the purpofe, and I think the anfwer very fatisfaltory. Let
them be referred to the Governor General.

(Signed) E. W,

Security ought to be given for the arrears and current de-
mands, before the Refident is withdrawn.

(Signed)  J. S.

T have written the draft of a letter for the purpofe re-
quired, and in the terms which feem to be moit conform-
able to the fenfe of the other members of the Board. 1
fubmit it to them for corretion. It cannot, I appreliend,
be more particular; and I have no doubt of the Vizier's
exerting himfelf to give the fecurity required without

delay.
(Signed) W. H.

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable the Governor General to
the Nabob Vixiere

After a very full and mature confideration of the fate of
your Highne{s’s country and government, it has been re-
folved by myfelf and the gentlemen of the Council to.ac~
cept of the offer, fome time fince made by your Highnefs,
of the fecurity of, bankers of known credit and refponfibi-
lity for the difcharge of the balance due from you to the
Company, and for the growing payments of the fubfidy and
other current expences, on the condition of the recall ‘of_
Meflrs. Briftow and Cowper, and withdrawing the Com-
pany’s Refidency from your Court. You will of courfe
fee the neceffity of taking the moft fpeedy means to obtain
fuch fecurity, and to deliver the fame to Mr. Wombwell,
who has orders to receive charge of all the papers of Mr.
Briftow’s office, and to remain for the purpofe of keeping
the accounts of your payments made from your Circar to
the Company; and it is my requeft that your Highnefs will
then, and not till then, give to Mr. Brifiow leave in form
to withdraw. He will accordingly depart, and return to
Calcutta; and fignify your order to Mr. Cowper, and the
.other affiftants of his office, to the fame’effedt, that they
tnay alfo retarnto Calcuttas

A true copy, ,
E. HAY, See,

The foregoing letter to the Vizier, having been approved
by the other members of the Board, was returned to the
Governor General ; and the fair letter Eav'ing been received
by the Secretary from the Governor General in the morn-
ing. of the 6th inflant, Mr, Wombwell was immediately

Cy difpatched
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difpatched to Lucknow with the letter for the Nahob Viziep
and M, Briftow. ‘

The Secretary begs leaye to lay before the Board copies
of his letters to the Vizier, Mr. Briftow, and to Mr.
‘Wombwell

SIR,

T tranfmit to you enclofed for your information, by order
of the Governor General and Council, a tranflation and
copies of letters written by the Governor General to his
Excellency the Vizier. You and your affiftants will with-
draw from Lucknow when Mr. Wombwell informs you
that he has obtained the fecurities fpecified in the former. *

Council Chamber, I am, &c.

Secret Department, (Signed) E. HAY, Sec.

314t Dec. 1783. o

T obey the orders of the hononrable the Governor Ge-
neral and Council, in requiring you to repair immediately
to Lucknow: and the Refidency being withdrawn from
that ftation, on his Excellency the Vizier's offer, on fuch
condition, to give the fecurity of bankers of honour, credit,
tind refponfbility, for the difcharge of the balance due from
his Excellency to the Company, and for the growing pay-
ments of the fubfidy and other current expences, it is the
Board’s command that you receive fuch fecurity from the
Vizier, and the charge from Mr. Briftow of the accompts
and papers of his office: it isthe Board’s order alfo that you
remain at Lucknow, for the purpofe of keeping the ac-
compts of payments made from the Vizier to the Com-
inany. The Vizer has been defired to give Mr. Briftow

cave in form to withdraw, when his Excellency has given
the fecurity before mentioned, and not till thens T enclofe
two letters to the Vizier from the Governor General, and
two to Mr. Briftow, which you are direCted to deliver to
them refpeively, immediately.on your arrival at Luck-
now.:

Fort William, T am, &c,
Secret Departinent, (Signed) E. HAY, Sec.
3d Jan. 1784. ' ' '

“The following letters having been received from Mr. Briftow,
on the sth'and 12th Inflant, were circulated to the mem=
bers of the Board for their perufal.

Gentlemen,
I beg leave to'inform you, from intelligence tranfmitted
to me by Major Brown, that it appears that the Seil;_: ha:s
o orm
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formed defigns of renewing their depredations at the ufual
feafon of the year. I referred this intelligence to the con-
fideration of Colonels Morgan and Cummings, and at the
fame time exprefled my opinion that there was no imme-
diate caufe of alarm. Should, however, the Seiks attempt
the invafion of the Vizier’s dominions, the troops at Barelly
and Futty Ghur would be a fufficient force to repel them,

Within thefe few days I have received information from
Lieutenant Colonel Knuifon, corroborating the circum~
ftances mentioned in Major Brown’s letter; I have in con~
fequence addreffed Colonel Cumming a fecond time on the
fubjed, and have recommended the continuance of the.de-
tachiment in Rohilcund, as a meafure abfolutely neceffary at
this period, both on account of the defence of the country
againft the Seiks, and to affift in enforcing payment of the,
Company’s affignments on Mahomed Cauzim Cawn and
Rajah Senut Sing : the former, in particular, has fhewn
great dilatorinefs in paying his kifts, there being a balance
due from him of one lack and forty-nine thoufand rupees,
(rupees 1,49,000,) exclufive of laft year’s balance. The
{fum total of the afignments on thefe aumils is thirty-one
facks.

1 have the honour, &ec.

Lucknow,  (Signed) @ JOHN BRISTOCW,

26th Dec. 1483. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

Gentlemen,

I have been honoured with your letter of the 16th ulti-
mo, enjoining me to be careful that no a& or permiflion of
mine do, in any inftance, or in the fmalleft degree, coun-
teralt your diretions given to Colonel Sir John Cumming,
to prevent any emigrations of Europeans from the camp at
Futty Ghur. .

At the time Mr. MLean firft applied to me, it was in

the chara&ter of Deputy Boat Agent, and as fuch I pro-
cured him his Highnefs’s Purwannahs for the carrying on
. the public fervice. ’ .
* The bankers here not being able to give bills on Ettiah, I
bave written to Colonel Charles Morgan, ta know when,
and in what manner, he chufes the money fhould be fent or
gemitted on hisarrival in his Highnefs’s dominions.

- Iamy &co .
Luckhow, OHN BRISTOW, .

2d Jan. 1984, Refident at the Vizier's Court.

Gentlemen, .

I had laft night the pleafire to feceive from Colonel
Martin a copy of his anfwers to the interrogatéries which
$he bonourable Board thought proper to put to him relative

= 1o
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to the complaints exhibited againft me by the Vizier, and
his Minifter Hyder Beg Khan. After having given them
the moft attentive perufal, I cannot help remarking, that
thefe anfwers, wherever they are fupporeed by the perfonal
knowledge of Colonel Martin, far from leading to a con-
demnation of my condu&; do, as I'now humbly conceive,
very ftrongly corroborate the arguments and ‘evidence {
bave already had the honour to fubmit to you, inrefutation
of the malicious charges of the Minifter ; ‘and fhew clearly,
that, in all my intercourfe with him,.it was my fixed refo~
lution to be invariably and folely guided by my inftruc-
tions. For the. reft, gentlemen, the relation of Colonel
Martin has heard at third and fourth places, and from third
and fourth perfons, as he muft be very certain it would not
be received as evidence before any tribunal on earth; fo [
am {urprifed Colonel Martin, under this conviétion, thould
have put himfelf to the trouble of recording it; more efpe-
pecially as it was impoffible that he fhould be ignorant that
many of the facts and tranfallions of which he fpeaks, to
wit, the Adaulet, &c. had they even exifted but in report,
mufl, from the nature of them, have been capable o? the
moft direCt and pofitive proof. I can as little reconcile it
to candour, that Colonel Martin fhould heretofore have
liftened to, or that he thould néw repeat, tales fo injurious
to the reputations of the perfons whom they pointed at
when, by his own confeflion, they were for the moft part
communicated to him by the parties whofe intereft it con-
fefledly was to invent and circulate them. I would not be
underitood, gentlemen, from any thing I have here faid, to
intend no farther reply to Colonel Martin’s narrative. On
the contrary, however lightly I may judge of it, my res
fpet for the bonourable %oard, who placed me in my pre-
fent fituation, and the attention due to my own honour,
which I confider as intimately depending upon my conduct
in it, equally determine me not to fufter the moft diftant
imputation to pafs unnoticed. I fhall therefore be as early
as poflible in fubmitting to the honourable Board fuch aa
expofition of the performance in queftion, as, I truft, will
yender this laft effort of the Minifter to injure my charadter,
and impeach my veracity, by an appeal to Colonel Martin’s
teftimony, as harmlels and impotent as any that have pre-
ceded it. To prepare this difpatch, I muft, however, re-
ueft’ frdom the honourable Board the indulgence of a few
ys; and the rather, becaufe my tie is at prefent. much
engaged by a variety of public bufinefs, which cannot fafely

be poftponed.
I have the honour, &c.
Lucknow, OHN. BRISTOW,
3t Jan, 1784, Refident at the Vizier's Courts

Honourablg
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Honourable Sir and Sirs,

A few days fince the Refident at the Vizier’s Court com-
municated to me fome fufpicions he had entertained with
regard to the intentions of Almas Ally Khan, ftating, that
he apprehended a defign to attack the magazine at Cawn-
pore in the abfence of the brigade, and to carry off the ar-
tillery and ammunition. ‘Though I do not give entire
credit to the information, yet, as it is not impoffible but
fuch an event might happen, I have taken every precaution
in my power to render the attempt, if made, ineffetual,

I have therefors, on the requeft of Major Maclary, fent
twenty Artillery men and forty Lafcars to Cawnpore, to
afift in working the guns. I have'completed the field am-
munition for actual fervice; and have alfo ordered the de-
tachment, under the command of Colonel Knutfon, at Ba-
relly, to march half the way back to Furty Ghur, in order
that it might be able to join me in the fpace of two days,
fhould an a&tual commencement of hoflilities render a junc-
tion neceffary.

I have recommended to Major Maclary to crofs the ma-
gazine, which I believe is already in boats, and the artil-
lery, to the Eaft fide of the river, which would put it out
of Almas’s power to lay hold of either before he might be
relieved by the troops at this place. ’

I was averfe to ordering Colonel Xnutfon to join imme-
diately, becaufe I thought it might-alarm the country, per-
haps, without fufficient foundation, I fhall, however, hold
the troops here in readinefs to march, the moment I under-
ftand there s a neceflity for their fervice.

1 have the honour, &c.
(Signed)  JOHN CUMMING;, Colonel,

Honourable Sir and 3irs,

I have been honoured with your letters of the 16th of
December 1783. You are pleafed to obferye you have re-
ceived letters. from Mr. Briftow, on the fubject of fome
fomplaints made by Mr. George Maclean, in regard to the
detention and plunder of fome boats and budgerows in the
country of Sandy Palleg, rented by Buflunt Roy, and the
;rgaél}tment of his peaple by the Jemmedars, &c. in that dif~
trict.
~_You are farther pleafed to obferve, you know not who
NIf. Maclean isy nor under what authority he carries on
any dealings in the Vizier's country, not having ‘the per~
poiffion of your honourable Board to refide there ; and ex-
frefs your difpleafure at his being permitted to engage in

i privats-
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private trade, not having a licence. I fhall give all the fa.
tisfaction I am able regarding Mr. George Maclean, and the
tranfaCtion alluded to in your letter,

Mr. Maclean aéted at this ftation as agent for the boat
contraCtor. Several months ago he reported to me, that
many of the boats and budgerows ftood in need of great
repairs; that he could not procure timber here for that
purpofe, nor any where nearer than Pilibutt; and requefted
my afliftance to procure it, by giving him letters to the Au-
mil (then Cajah Ain ul Deen Khan,) Iinformed him that
my letters could be of no ufe, as no regard would be paid to
them ; and that I did not chufe to interfere in any thing
that regarded the officers of the Vizier’s government.

He then requefied my permiffion to go to Lucknow,
which I granted hime On his return he informed me, that
through Mr. Briftow’s influence ke had obtained a Pur-
wannah from the Vizier, and that Mr. Briftow had given
him letters to the Aumil Cojah Ain ul Deen Khan, de-
firing he would protet and affift him in his bufinefs and
purchafes. As the public fervice did not require his clofe
attendance, he had my permiffion to go to Pylibut, being
warranted by the Vizier's authority obtained for him by
Mr. Briftow. He then proceeded on the above bufinefs,
and, as he afterwards informed me, had his boats and
budgerows plundered by the people of Sandy Pallee. 1 be-
lieve he fuftained a very confiderable lofs; and I muft do
him the juftice to add, that I never beard a complaint
againft him whillt be was at this ftation; and believe him
to be both a quiet and induftrious man, and perfellly inof-
fenfive in his dealings.

Many alls of violence having been committed by the
people of Sandy Pallee, at the requifition of the Vizier, I
fent over a detachment to affift Buffunt Roy, the Aumil,
in apprehending thofe guilty of thefe outrages : but, find-
ing the troops were employed in a2 manner different from
what they were defigned for, I recalled them. This is all
I know of Mr. Maclean’s tranfations.

The Refident, however, has it in his power to give the
honourable Board every information they can wifh on this
fubject.

\?‘Vith refpeft to impowering any perfon, whether Euro-
pean or native, to carry on any trade in the Vizier’s coun-
try, I have never thought myfelf in any degree autho-
vized; my influence in this country is bounded by the
centries of the Camp. In procuring grain for the troops,
to keep them from farving during the late fearcity), I have
been obliged to write in ﬁrong terms to fome o?the Au-
wmils, and 1o fend out fome detachments ; but this ‘wasd:m

ne
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done without repeated orders from his Excellency for this
purpofe, the Aumils paying no regard to his orders.

I have the honour, &c. .
Jan. 4th, 17844 (Signed) JOHN CUMMING,
Futty Ghur, Colonel.

The following letters from Colonels James Morgan and
Ironfide to the Commander in Chief, having been yefter-
day received by the Secretary, were circulated to the
members of the Board.

To Major-general Stibbert.
SIR,

In confequence of Captain Scott your Secretary’s let-
ter of the 18th inftant, I do myfelf the honour to ac-
quaint_you, that, immediately upon the fentence of the
General Court Martial being publithed, I gave out an or-
der direGting Enfign Connor to proceed directly dowi to
the Prefidency. Inclofed I have the honour to tranfmit.
youacopy of a letter I have received from Major M<Clary:
tt confirms my opinion of Almas Ali Cawn’s having no in-
tention to offer offence to eur Government, or to cieate
difturbances in the country.

I beg leave to acquaint you, that the third brigade ar-
rived this morning pear the bank of the river, and will
crofs over to-morrow to Bhardwar. They are to march
from thence on the following day ; and the fecond brigade
will march on the fame day, and take up their ground at
Bhurdwar.

On the third of January my brigade will all crofs over,
and I {hall profecute my march down to the Prefidency
without lofs of time.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) JAMES MORGAN,
Colonel commanding fecand bridge.
Camp, Muty Ranthe Tatha,
31t Dec. 1983.

To ' Colonel James Morgan.
SIR,

T have the honour to inform you, that, in confequence
of my requifition to Sir John Cumming for a few Artil-
lery men, he has thought proper to fend mée twentv Euro-
ggins and forty Lafcars, under the command of a Subaltérn

cer. . .

_Mr. Briftow has alfo, in confequence of my requeft to
bim for a few companies (if he deemed the Aumil heftile)
fent me a battalion-from Khyrabad, Captain M<Leod’s

torpsy
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corps, and two companies of the third regiment under the
command of Lieutenant Wroughton.
This force I conceive to be unneceflary, as the Aumil

does not appear to me to entertain any defigns dangerous
to our government.

I have the horour to be, &c.

Cawnpore, (Signed) W. M¢CLARY,
27th Dec. 1783. Major commanding at Cawnpores
A true Cop

(Signeg). H. Lrovyp,
Secretary to Colonel Morgan.

To Major-general Stibbert.
SIR, .

The brigade croffed the Ganges to Allahabad the firft
inftant, and the fecond brigade paffed it on the fecond.

The hofpital boats are not yet come up; if they do not
arrive, however, to-morrow, I fhall no longer wait for
them, but order the brigade to proceed on the fifth to~
wards Cawnpore, where we fhould have been before this,
had not the ‘delays occafioned by making the depofits of
grain at different places impeded our progrefs.

On delivery of the invoices of grain brought from Patna
to Mr. Fowke, he obferved it would make a convenient
_fupply for the fecond brigade on its way down; fo that
the Company, at all events, will not be put to any expence’
for that particular fupply.

Enclofed I tranfmit a copy, of a letter from Major
M<Clary to Colonel Morgan, in confequence of .which 1
fhall order the ammunition brought from Chunar Ghur to
be returned thither.

Camp at Allahabad, Iam,

&e.
3d Jan. 1784 (Signed) G. IRONSIDE, Col.

Major-general Stibbert.
SIR,

In my letter of the third inftant, T advifed you that, inr
confequence of an addrefs from Major M¢Clary to Colonel
‘Motgan (of which I enclofed a copy) advifing of there not
being the fmalleft appearance of Vdiaurbances likely to be
received by Almas Ally Cawn, it was my intention to re-
turn the ammunition {had feen difpatched from Chunar
Ghur to that place. But being now informed by Ifhmael
Beg, and papers of intelligence, that the Aumil ftill keeps
his force collected together in the neighbourhood of Ram=
poor, and that he has been diftributing arhmunition to his
troops, I have altered that intention, and fhall take one half
of the cartridges with me, aud leave the other half here for .
the fezvice of the fourteenth regiment of Sepoys, whiﬁh I

ave
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Yave dire&ed, conformably to your inftru&ions, to relieve-
the battalions of the fecond brigade, ftationed at this place

and at Salhone. Theleaving ammunition here is the more

neceflary, as the guard in the fort of Chounde is continu-

ally threatened by a confiderable armed force of banditti in

the neighbourhood of it.

The hofpital boats did not arrive till yefterday, when all
the recovered men were changed for fuch as were fick in
camp. The troops were muftered to-day. The hofpital
has proceeded on, and the troops will follow to-morrow,
without making any halt until they arrive at Cawnpore.

Camp near Allahabad, T am, &c.

sth Jan. 1784.  ~ (Signed) G. IRONSIDE, Col.

Read the following Letters from Mr. Briftow to Edward
Hay, LEfquire, Secretary, &c. &c.

SIR,

I have been favoured with your letter of the 23d ultimo,
acquainting me that you had it in command from the
Board to acknowledge the receipt of. my addrefs of the 29th
of laft"month, and to acquaint me, that having thought fit
to tranfmit certain interrogatories to Lieutenant-colonel
Martin, for his replies to them, they had been pleafed to
direct Lieutenant-colonel Martin to furnifh me with®a
copy of the letter, conformably to the orders fent him on
the 13th of laft month. You will oblige me, by taking an
early opportunity to inform the honourable Governor Ge-
neral and Council, that hitherto I have not heard from
Lieutenant-colonel Martin.—The moment I am furnifhed
by him with the replies in queftion, I fhall not lofe a mo-

ment in preparing and tran{mitting my anfwer to'them to
the honourable Board.

I have the honour to be, &c.
' Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
gth Dec. 1783. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen,

I this day had the honour to receive your commands of
the 1oth of September, informing me of the feparation
you had thought proper to make in the duties of your Se-
cretary, in the fecret, and political, and public departments.-

"I have the honour to be, &c. )

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
21t Dec, 1783, Refident at the Vizier’s Court.
Gentlemen,

~_Havfmg’ waited thus long in expeQation of receiving:
Tieutenant-colonel Martin’s reples to the interrogateries.
propofed
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propcfed to him by the honourable Board, as communis
cated to me through your Secretary, in a letter dated the

23d iltimo, 1 have taken the liberty of applying to Lieu-

tenant-colonel Martin on the fubjeﬂ{. I have the honour

to fend you enclofed tranfcripts of my application, and his

anfwer, and beg leave to affure you, that as foon as I am

farnifhed with the copies mentioned in the letter, I {hall®
not lofe a moment in preparing and tranfmitting my an-

fwer to them,

I am, &ec.
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
3oth Dec. 1783. Refident at the Vizier's Court.

Copy of a Letter from Mr. obn Brifiow, Refident at the
Vizicr's Court, to Licutenant-colonel Claud Martin; dated
Lucknow, 29th December, 1783,

I beg leave to fend you enclofed a copy of a letter from
the hon urable Board, through their Secretary ; whenever
the replies to the interrogatories referred to are ready, I
will be obliged to you for them, conformably ta the orders
fent you.

Colonel Martin’s Anfwer; the fame date,

1 have received the letter you have been pleafed to write
to me this morning; and in conformity to the command
of the honourable Board, I will fend you copy of my an-
{wer to the interrogatories as foon as they are copied.

True copies.
(Signed) . NEAVE,
Afiiftant to the Refident,

Gentlemen,

I have now the honour to enclofe you my correfpondence
with the Minifter in refeience to the condu&@ of Almafs
Ally Cawn, and the fuipicions which, in confequence of
that condud, I have been led to entertain of his fidelity.
This circumflance I have already bricfly treated of in my
addrefs to the honourable Board, under date the 20th ul-
timo.

I fubmit to you, gentlemen, who are in full pofleffion of
the detail of his adminiftration, with what propriety Hy«
der Beg Cawn flill continuesto force upon your reprefenta-
tive profeflions of zeal and attachment, or how he can re-
concile the pretended readinefs of his obedience to the cone
ftant breach of your moft pofitive commands. -A ftriking
example of the oppofition of his theory and pratice is
now before you. In my: inftru@ions, under the head of
Aumils, is tie following idireCtions : ¢ Great care u‘m(:k be

¢ takeq
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«¢ taken in the choice of Aumils. I fhall not defcend td
% particulars, but enjoin one caution onily as indifpenfably
< meceffary, that no Aumjl beappointed to a frontier {tation;
« without fuch pledge or other fecurity for compelling his
¢ perfonal appearance whenever required; as may infureq
¢ beyond a doubt, his obedience and fidelityy and both
« thefey and others, wherever ftationed, ought to have the
¢ means of felf-prate@ion, and to be trufted and fup-.
« ported.” ‘The Minifter writing to me; in explanation of
the meafures he judged advifeable to adopt for the purpofe
of afcertaining Almafs's intentions; upon which fubjet we
had already converfed, expreffes himfelf as follows: ¢« And
¢ in regard to the letter from Almafs Ally Cawn, acs
¢ quainting you that he would wait upon ybu in the mids
¢« dle of Phoos with the arrangements of his colntry,
¢ faid it appeared to- me beft to writé to him, encoursging
¢ him to come ;. for, by the time Your letter reached himy
¢ the feven or eight remaining days of Phoos would be
¢ gver, If he comes, it removes all doubts; if not; what=-
¢ ever you order I will execute, if you think proper imme-
<« diately to counteract him, to command it.” From which
recital of his own words, it is evident, that the precautions
pointed out and enjoined in the extral of my infirutiond
herein above mentioned, although ftrongly and repeatedly
recalled to the recollettion and obfervance of: the Minifter
by me, have been wholly difregarded by him. That Al-
mafs is left in abfolute poffeflion of frontier couritries
yi€lding-an annual revenue of above fixty lacks of rupeess
without any pledge or fecurity whatever for his obediefice
and fidelity; for his perfonal appearance, or for the due per<
formance of his engagements with Government-—that cons
fequently it is as much as ever in his power to pau{e upon
the orders of his Sovereign, and to obey or refufe the fam
mons that calls him to the prefence, as his inclination or
his intereft may direct. Since the effedls mufk now ir
every refpet be the fame, it is not, I apprehend, néceflary
to enter into an examination of_the motives that in this
inftance may have prompted the Minifter to fu¢h ag ill-ads
vifed deviation from the prefcribed rule of his conduét.
To whatever caufe it is attributed, whether to a contempk
of your authority, to habitual indolence, or to collufiony
Hyder Beg Cawn' is equally without excufe; and by fo
much the more, as he was well acquainted with the charac-
tery difpofition, and paft demeanout of Almafs; and thef@
certainly did not in any fhape entitle the latter either to in<
dulgence or confidence. To this wilfulnefs or folly on the
part of the Minifter, is added a mockery of the groffelt nas
ture, when, 'ynderl ;dhed conviction of having by kis owd
‘management, precluded all poffibility of optiom, be

Yor. V, % 7 ® ? g;:l?c?g
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folicits to be favoured with my final determination, pros
tnifing to acquiefce in it; as if our fituation admitted of a
choice of expedients, and that to [efolve and execute were
alike eafy ; yet, whilft he holds his language, he is perfe&tly
convinced o? the exiftenee of a dilemma, created by him-
felf, which reduces his prince to the difgraceful neceflity of
temporizing with the moft infolent among his fubjects, or
adopting the ruinous alternative of compelling his obedi~
ence by the fword. In the mean time, gentlemen, Almafs
neither pays his revenues ¥, or thews any difpofition to per~
form his promife, or comply with the Nabob’s demands to
return to Lucknow, although the period fixed by himfelf is
already elapfed. Before I conclude this letter, | muft take
the liberty to folicit your orders upon the fubjeét of it; as
alfo with refpect to tie feveral fpecial matters heretofore
fubmitted to you. In thus renewing my requeft to your
honourable Board for the interpofition of ¥our authority
to correét the multiplied ‘evils and abufes of this Govern-
ment, [ truft I fhill be excufed by the neceflity of a reme-
dy, and my own utter inability to apply any whatever.
I have the honour to be, &c.
Lucknow, (Signzdz{ ﬁ]OHN BRISTOW,
6th Jaon 3784, elident at the Vizier's Court.

Yranflation of a Letter from Mr. Jobn Briftsw, Refident at
the Vizier's Courty to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 18th M-
Burusm, 1198 Heijira.

It was always cuftomary for Almafs Ally Cawn to pay
his kifts in advance. This year he does not pay them when
due} 'and, in comparifon with the other Aumils, pays -but
a fmall portion. 'This is aftonithing, and gives me doubts
of his intentions. He has carried off his effeCts, as well as
the effets of his dependants and their families, from Luck-
now ; and it is reported that there is a correfpondence be-
tween him and Mahajee Scindia, for which reafon I have
wiote to you, that, fhould you credit it, you may refle®
thereon, and act accordingly.

Tranflation %a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Fobn
Briffow, Refident at the Vizier's Court ; dated Moburrung
19th, 1198 Hugerie,

I have received your letter regarding Almafs Ally Cawn.
Whatever you order, I am ready to obey. I fhall wait

* Out of forty-cight lacks, I bave only received 4,509,000
‘YupLess
upon
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fipon you té receive your orders, and will a& with all my
éndeavours accordingly.

Tranflation of a Letter from M. Fobn Briftow to Hyder
Beg Caw{; dated Moburrym. 20tb, 1198 Hugarrie,

T have received your letterin reply to mine; It was
the intention of my former letter to inquire whether you
tredited thefe reports concerning Almafs Ally Cawn or
hot, that, fhould they be well founded, whatever you
Judged proper to be doné you twould write to me: sathing
can be fettled on a bufinefs of fuch importance, except by a
written correfpondencé. It is neceflary that you, who aré
his Excellenicy’s Minifter, thould contrive means for the
fafety and protetion of his country, and the colletion
of the reévenues, and acquaint e of your intentions by
letter. '

Tranflation of & Letter frim Hyder Beg Caivii to Mr. obri
o .Et;éhw, Refident at {be Vizier's Court. 7

I have received your letter regarding Almafs Ally Cawn
your Hirkara's anz news writers that were with him have
communicated the inttlligenéd. It is my bufinefs to in=
quire into affairsc It s the command of my Prince yoit
fhould be the mafler'upon this fubject : whatever you order
thall be done without excufe : I will wait upon you to-miors
Yow to receive your:orders,. which will be executeds

Traq/?atian of a leiter From M. . Brifiow fo Hyder Bef
Cawn, dated Moburrem 20th; 1198 Hejerys ”

At our €onfultatior this day toncerming Almafs Ally
Cawn, you irformed me, ¢ That the news wtiters'agi
¢ Hyrkarra’s of Rajaly’ Poorum Chupd, who werg con-
¢ flantly paffing and -repaffing; had; comrhunicited no in=
< telligence whatever relative'to a conne@ion or torrefpon=
¢ dence betweent Mahajee Sindia and Almifs Ally Caiwng
< and no proofs thereof ,were. eftablifhed . by thenij that
¢ Zyne ul Abdeiny the old and confidential adherent
¢ of Almafs, had three months fince placed his family at
¢ Culpee: that, according to the atual ftate of affairs, it
€ .was adyifeable to appoint Lalla Takoaor Daufs (the faid
« Cawn's Naib) to the charge of the diftri@ of Byfwanahy
¢ now under Ally Ackber, who had managed itill, theaning
< thereby to fecure Takoor Dafs’s fidelity; and that alto=
¢¢ gether, with this new and his old depen'gencies, he would
¢ hold countries yielding thirty lacks of rupees per annum?
¢¢ befides, I fhould write to Mt. Anderfon to prevent Ma-
¢ hajee Sindia from encouraging people- from thefe quar~

Da 4 ters;
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#¢ ters; that I fhall not mention Almafs Ally Cawn’s
¢ name, but write in general terms to Mr. Anderfon,
¢“-that the obje&t might be obtained without difcldfing the
€ fecret,”

I have thus ftated the fubftance of our confultation this
day; and in cafe.] fhould have committed any error in my
explanation of it, be pleafed to correét it. S

. Whereas I had received repeated intelligence of the faid
Cawn’s alliance : and, ‘confidering the affair of importance,
I apprized you of it. AsTakoor Dafs will, more or lefs,
have thirty lacks under his charge if Byfwanah be given to
him; I by no means think the meafure advifeable to intruft
that amount to any one perfon ; excepting him, be pleifed
to give Byfwarra to whoever you pleafe. I have wrote to
Mr. Anderfon. The letter which you prepared.to Almafs
Ally Cawn at this juncture, I thin’i. is a proper one; it
will be prefentedsto you by Moonthee Mahommed Tuker,
that it may be difpatched,

Tranflation of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to My, Briflow,
futson of Refident at tbejf’?zier’{ Coure, ey

Regarding Almafs Ally Cawn, I.faid, ¢ whatever were
¢ your arders, I was ready to obey,® When I waitedupon
you, I afked, * if the intelligence had been communicated
4¢ by the news writers i You replied, ¢ it had.” I then
acquainted you, ¢ that the Hicarra’s .and news writers of
¢ Rajah Poorum Chund had not mentioned any of the cir-
¢¢ cumftances,” (I have their papérs) and remarked, that
% there might be perhaps an underftanding between Almafs
¢ and them, for which reafon they were filent upon the
% fubject.” You confilted with me about this matter—I
faid, ¢ if it was true, whatever you ‘thought was proper
¥ to be done, you would command " and, in regard to the
Jetter from Almafs Ally Cawn, acquainting you that he
would wait upon you in the middle of Poos with the ar-
rangements of his country, I faid, ¢ it appeared to me
#¢ beft to write to him, encouraging him to come; for by
8¢ the time your letter reached him the feven or eight re-
% maining days of Poos would be over: if he comes, it
¢t removes all doubts; if not, whatever you order I will
8¢ execute, if you think proper immediately to counteraét
4¢ him, to command it.* To this you were pleafod to fay,
¢ you would write to him.* To your queftions refpeing
Meer Zyne ul Abdein, I replied, ¢ that he had, about fix
s¢ months ago, when Almafs Ally Cawn was here, re-
L %\::ﬂ:ed a {mall fort in the Eta diftri&t to keep his family
¢¢ there; -but not fucceeding, he procured a place for that
« purpofe of Balladar Pundit, at Culpee.® ~How:v?', g&rs

0 m r
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family are not there even at this time; they are at Tick-
bory. The dwelling of people in general is not at Lucks
now ; they are from Weft to Eaft in every city and town.
It is never inquired where fuch people live : they follow
their occupations to diftant places. Regarding gaining the
confidence of the Aumils of Almafs Ally Cawn, I faid,
mentioning Takoor Dofs and the reft, ¢ that there had
¢ been a correfpondence, andy if it was vour pleafure, {
¢ would renew it ; that by the means of his own people
¢ every thing would be brought to light refpeting Almafs
¢ Ally Cawn’s intentions.” [ advifed ¢ to give to Takoor
¢ Dofs, and his two fons, who it is well known pofleffes
¢ abilities, the management of affairs,® This was what [
reprefented to you, that you might give your orders ac-
cordingly ¢ ¢ That Byfwana fhould be given to him to fe-
%¢ cure his attachment; he will pay a peifhky to Govern-
$ ment. After one point is gained, you miay have whar-
% everpart of the collections you think proper under his
* management.” ¢ To write to Mr. Anderfon, defiring
#¢ him to apply to Mahajee Scindia to difcourage any of the
#¢ people from his Excellency’s dominions from fettling in
¢ his country—to write in generil terms; for until the
‘¢ point was gainéd, fecrecy was neceflary: that if any
¢ means were to be taken of counteralting, they fhould
¢ be applied with fecrecy and difpatch; however, 'if it
¢ pleafed you to write in plain terms, you would do fo.”
This is what I advifed during qur converfation. It is cnf-
tomary. in council: for Minifters to offer their fentiments
according ‘to their underftandings, and for their fuperiors
to do whatever appears to them beft. Whatever you-are
pleafed to order, 1 am ready toobey. I think it neceflary
to acquaint of every thing to the beft of my underftanding.
All the Aumils are alarmed that their fituation may be-
come the fame as Khauja Ain u Dien’s. The report from
far and near is carried to them, that he made excufes on
account of the drought, and is now in prifon. It will be
their fate next, fince no allowance will be made 1n their
accounts for the drought. Whatever you pleafe to prder,
regarding Almafs Ally Cawn, I am ready to obey. '

Dranflation of a Letter from M. Fobn Brifiow, iSe. 1o Hyder
Beg Cawn da’tf&l 22 Moburrun, 1198 ,}Iejery.

I am favoured with your letter ¢ being in éxpectation of
it, I had not forwarded the letter which I prepared for Mr.
Anderfon and Almafs Ally Cawn. I fhall now, agreeable
to your intimation, difpatch that to Mr., Anderfon, and
enclofe another to ' Almafs; couched in the terms your re«
sommend, of encouragement : be plealed to return it to

: D3 mey
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me, if it meets withyour approbation, that it may be fent
away. In regard to conciliating and attaching the officera
nnder Almafs Ally Cawn and his Naibs to yourfelf, I
highly approve; I have repeatedly apprized you of my
opinion of the inexpediency of entrufting thirty lacks of
rupees to any individual, and forbidden it.

The bufinefs now before us, is the confideration of the
means whereby the money may be ‘realized from Almafs
Allg Cawn, and the counteraétion of his defigns, fhould
he have entertained any bad ones: the introdution of a
gonclufion not any way conne@ted with the fubjet in
gueftion, does not forward the bufinefs; affairs are ma-
naged by zealous endeavours and loyalty, not by contrary
pofitions, and a difpute about words. As you have in-
troduced a comparifon relative to the tranfa&ions with
Khajah ain u Deen, I fhall reply to it concifely, with a
view of preventing any opening ta ralumny before the Go-
wernor General and Council, -

I beg to be informed in what particular the good conduét
ef Khajah ain u Deen has been afcertained? 1Is it a proof
of it, that the province of Rohilcund is reduced to the
jumma of twenty lacks, and even to lefs than that fum;
that it is in a ftate of devaftation; befides which, that the
Ryots and inhabitants in general bewail the oppreflion he
has exercifed over them? There is an evident and plain an-
fwer to the terrors of all the Aumils, and Almas Ally
Cawn in particular, from the confinement of Khajah ain g
Deen: the diffatisfaction and rebellion of Almas Ally
Cawn laft year was prior to my arrival, or the proceedings
againft Khajah ain u Deen. 1 am to comprehend it isad:
vifeable that the punifhment of a guilty perfon fhould be
remitted, for fear of exciting the apprehenfion of other
offenders. The Aumils have collefted the revenue this
year, and do collet it, and will leave no balance in the
country. Seeinf and comprehending the fac, I fhall not
forego the duty I owe tomy fuperiors, and refrain fromen»
joining the punctual payment of the Company’s affign-
ments, from any couglufions drawn by you. Itisincums
bent alfo on you, Sir, to afford me your hearty affiltance,

Tranflation of a Letter from My, Fobn Briflow, Refident at
the Vizier's Courty to A4lmas Ally Catun, dated Moburrun
22d, 1198 Hygere,

Your letter, acquainting me that you had inftruéted your
Aumils to make the arrangements of every village, and
that you would prefeut them to me yourfelf in the middle
of Phoos, and, regarding your former puntuality, is re~
¢eiveds; There is no doubt of your former pun&u:ility.

: am
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Y am happy that you are fo afliduous in the bafinefs of the
colle&ions. I ghink the fooner g’ou come with the ag-
counts of the arrangements the better, for every thing
will be properly fettled : in the mean time you will ‘remit
whatever money you can if you can fex}d a large fum, it
will be agreeabje to the withes of your friend.

Tranflation of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to AMr. Brifisw,
Refident at the Vizier's Court.

Your letter is received. ‘Whatever I related to you, I
heard from others; they were not my own conclufions. I
will be particular in relating to you every thing to-morrow,
refpefting the letter to-Almas Ally Cawn ;. if 1t meets with
your approbation, vou will fend it; the ftate of the matter
will be known. Whenever and whatever yon are pleafed
to order me to, refpecting Almas Ally Cawn, I am ready
to obey without excufe, -

Tranflation of a Letter from Eyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briffow,
Refident at the Vizier's Court.

Your letter, dated Mohurrun 22d, aftonithed me. By
what reafon does my former letter appear to you merely
nugatory ? Whatever I mentioned regarding the confine-
ment of Khaja ain u Deen, and that people from far and
near alarmed the Aumils, by caufing them to fuppofe that
the fame fate would be sheirs, is not a conclufion of mijne;
it is the report of thofe perfons you confide in, and whe
wifh to alarm the Aumils, that they may tefign their
office: this, to my underftanding, appeared improper, for
which reafon I reprefent it to you; in return, you were
pleafed to write that it was a conclufion of mine. ,I am.
the Minifter; to aét fo, is not my bufinefs : I did not mean
under this veil to recommend either Khaja ain u Deen, nor
Almafs Ally Khan; I only told you, clearly and plainly,
what others faid, and what appeared to me improper.
Had 1 known that it was your inclination that they
fhould talk in this manner, I would not have reprefented it
to you,

Why have you been pleafed 'to apply the word loyalty?
The Englith gentlemen ‘who were here formerly, and all
the world, know that for fix or feven years paft I have
acted for both Governments, which are in reality united,
with zeal. Whenever you will pleafe to judge impartially,

ou will not truft thofe who are interefted : my zealous
“ condull is eftablithed, and will continue. I am ready with
my life in the fervices Lacksof rupees have been and will
be loft, from the advice of the interefted; but thefe are ta
b imputed tome; juftice is in the hands of fu}periors‘.h ali

Py
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fhall not give my opinion regarding Khavje ain u Deen's
bufinefs: 'they who are interefted may advife whatever fuits
them. Regarding the Jumma of Rohilcund laft year,
fomebody has been miftaken in their reprefentation, by fif-
teen lacks of rupees; the deficiency has either been occa-
fioned by the drought, or the management of fomebody.
"The country is hundreds of miles wide, and contains lacks
of inhabitants, that are afliCted with a calamity from

eaven. Mahomed Cazim Cawn is a confidential perfon,
and holds fourteen mahals in that gountry. Inguire in
jultice what is the reafop of the deficiency ? You fay % you
¢ are to comprehend that the punifhment of the gmltx
& fhoyld be remitted, for fear of alarming other offenders.
To pupifhall alike 1§ prpper; you have punifhed one pef-
fon for the fame offence that others are guilty of, They
whp have pleaded the drought as an excufe, when jt is not
felt'in their diftrits; who have been indulged with dimi-
nutions, and have been credited for extraordinary charges;
they are at their gafe employed in the colletions, and held
others in ridicule. They have this year endeavoured to
make the Kreef harveft fall fhort: I have reprefented to
you that they were not right, for the deficiency is not fo
much. The money is to be collefted with- pains. I ra-
lated to you that Neger Ally Beg, the Aumil of Goonda,
refufed to anfwer for more than two lacks of rupees of the
Tuncaws ; hs however gave a bond for three lacks of ru-
Eees: and in this manner .the othérs would be made to give

onds. They 'who mifmanaged would not pay, nor will
they at prefenit. I am fettling affairs; but you point out a
different. mode. Interefied peopl; have not fo much zeal
for the' fervice as I have: they extend their wifhes of a
failuse beyond their own diftri&ts.

Regarding Almas Ally Cawn, whatever you are pleafed
to order, I'fhall not hefitate to obey. Itis impoflible to
difclofe the intentions of any perfon’s heart : if he comes,
it will remove all doubts. “Thinking this a matter of im=
portance, [ have taken the liberty of offering my fenti-
fnents upon it, in hopes you wijl aflord me your afliftance;
that the bufinefs qf both Governments, which are in
reality winited, be actomplithed; and I may be fafe from
’he ca_lumn.y of the interefted, and perform my duty fatiss
aorily. )

Tranflation of a Letter from My, Jobn Brifow, 8. to Hyder
ﬂ.'Bcg C{uﬁn; ‘dated Moburrem 26th, t IQS’Hdcry. .

Your letter of the 24th, inYeply to mine of the 22d in-
ftant, Ihave received, I am furprifed at underftanding its
¢ontents, which are 3 contradiction tq notorious fadts: tl?‘“

is
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this account I deem it right to anfwer you in thé moft con=

cife terms, and a few words will fuffice. More. than three

months have elapfed fince I have repeatedly addrefled you,

poth verbally and by letter, to realize the Kifts, lettle the

diftricts and affairs dependent on Mirza Caffim, Mirza Ma-

hommed Hafim Cawn, &c. You now hold a language in

direct oppofition t6 my condu, that ¢ thefe Aumils are-
«/ worthy of confidence; that they are confirmed in their

« offices, and look at others with ridicule.” 1 confider a

reply to fuch obfervations as totally ufelefs.

Tranflation of @ Letter jfrom Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply to
Mr. Briftow’s ; dated 26th Maburrem 1198.

I have received your letter. I reprefented to you the
{ituation of thofe perfons who occafiontd lofles to Govern-
ment, are continued in office, confided in, and ridicule
others. You are pleafed to fay, ¢ this is an entire contra-
¢« diction of notorious fats, and aftonithing to you.
¢ have repeatedly direCted you to attend to the realigation
¢ of the revenue, and fettlement of the affairs of Mahom-
¢« med Coffim, Mahommed Huffein Cawn, &c. The re-
* plying to fuch affertions is totally ufelefs.” My boun-
tiful ‘Sir, many juft affairs, which are cleaily a lofs to Go-
vernment, I do not reprefent to you; from this apprehen-
fion, that my reprefentations do not meet with your appre-
bation. You are pleafed to tell me, that < a reply to
“ thefg is totally ufelefs ;” but in every affair which I have
ftated-to you, whenever you will do me the favour to afcer-
tain my reprefentation in an equitable way, there will ap-

ear no deviation. That perfon who is the incendiary,
and interrupter of the affairs of government, caafes lacks
of rupees lofs in the Jumma, "and int the extravagant
charges: he affords proteCtion to otber Aumils, and is in
your confidence : the Aumils you have fpecified by name,
and fome other perfons, are all under his influence: the
Aumils who are his dependents, and by whofe hands
whatever lofs has accrued or does accrue to Government,
arte gratified thereby jn their dependencé on him 3 and they
fpeak their featiments of their hearts regarding other Au-~
mils, 'and even regarding the Vizier himfelf. I have not
fettled the diftricts under their charge, as you have di-
rected me, for fome days paft, from the following appre-
henfion: that, in conjuné&ion with that perfon, every on¢
1s intoxicated with fabricating aerial tales and flander } and
no perfon confents to take thofé diftrits, ¢ le®t, from
*¢ verbal and written calumny, difgrace thould ultimately
¢ fall vpon us ;’ and I alfo am apprehenfive. You are the
magiftrate and the mafter ; I am the official agent. Being
helplefs,
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helplefs, I have reprefented thus much of thefe matters to
you.

Tranflation of a Letter from M. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawny
dated 29th Moburrim 1198. ’

This day we confulted concerning Almafs Ally Cawn}
and, to prevent miflakes, I commit to writing what pafled.
The particulars are as follow: that we agreed, until an
anfwer was received from the letters addrefled to Almafs
Ally Cawn and Tahoor Dofs, on whom you depended,
any farther meafures regarding the faid Cawn fhould be de-
layed; and, provided he did not return a fatisfactory an-
fwer with refpe& to the payment of his kifts, that his.
going away was preferable to his remaining on the prefent
tooting ; in which cafe, performing the duties of loyalty,
immediate meafures fhould be followed to fecure the reve~
nue, and ‘the peace and fafety of the country. Be plealed
to favour me with an anfwer,

Tranflation of Hyder Beg Cason's Reply to the former,

1 am favoured with your letter. Before this I repre-
fented to you, and I do fo now, that I will perform what+
ever orders you may be pleafed to give me. On my part
there is no excufe againft my obedience to your orders;

ou are the mafter and the magiftrate; if it is {our plea-
ure, apprize his Highnefs; if not, it is well. Whatever
may be Zour orders, I will obey, In two of your letters,
the word loyalty is introduced to perfons who fail in the
duties of loyalty: this ftill is applicable: interefted peopls
before now have likewjfe traduced me with various and
varjous calumnies, not a tjttle of which have been proved §
now doubts of my loyalty are entertained. I hope you
will plainly fpecify the ‘acts in which I have failed in my
Joyalty; that, being informed, I may reply thereto. Among
us poor men of Hindoftan, this word is very bad, that
chiefs and princes fhould ufe it'to the gbedient, and fer~
vants, .without the proof of any crime. Out of your fa-
vour be pleafed to inform me, in plain terms, why you
have applied it to me. [ will ftate other affairs, on paying
my refpefls to you, In approving or pot approving, yoy
are the mafter,

Tranflation cf a Letter from Mr. Briffow to Hyder Beg Cawn
Jtionof 30{; Moburrum 1198, !

I am favoured with your letter in an{wer to mirde: be
pleafed to fpecify the perfons and place which are in the
fate you deferibe. - J. hope you will favous me with the

Pamcula;a
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particulars of every Aumil, together with the fettlement
of the a&ual receipts and expences, for my informa-
tion. I am always ready to afford you my affiftance and
{upport. - '

Tranflation of Hyder Beg Cawn’s Reply.

I am favoured with your letter, You order me to give
you the names of places and perfons. Before this I flated
the circumftancgs to you, and furnithed you with the ac-
counts : .again, agreeable to your orders, they fhall be pre+
fented to you.

A true'tranflation.
(Signed) ROBERT GREGORY,
Affiftant to the Refident
at the Vizier’s Court,

Extralt of Bengal Secret Confultations, 3d February, 1784.

The following letters having been received from Mr,
Briftow on the 214t ultimo, they were circulated for the
perufal of the Members of the Board.

Gentlemen,

Inclofed 1 have the honour to tranfmit you a copy of a
Ietter I have received from Mr. James Anderfon; and, as
I conceived the™fubject to be a matter of importance, 1 in-
formed him of my intentions to make a reference to your
bonourable Board: at the fame time 1 called upon the
atting minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn, to point 'out the moft
eligible means of -preventing undue exactions, and alfo ob~
yiate commotions naturalon the aflembly of fo numerous
a body of pilgrims. N

Mr. Anderfon having mentioned the exaltions made by
the Subah of Allahabad, I requefted him to afcertain under
what pretences, and through whom, they were colleéted,
The Vizier has repeatedly iffued his commands, forbid-
ding any more being required than the authorized du-
ties; and I bave fpoke myfelf to the Subahon the fub-
jet. He excufes his own conduct; and -informs me
there are, befides himfelf, many other perfons (particularly
the Killedar) in authority at Allahabad, independent of
him; that he has enjoined his own people to avoid making
fuch exactions, and precluded every complaint as far as lies
jn.his power, ‘

T am, &c. .

Lucknow. Signed / JOHN BRISTOW7
#oth Jan. 3 7’84, ¢ ) Refident at the Vizier’s Court,

Sy
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Copy of @ Letter from My Fames dnderfon 19 Mr. Fobn
Briflow, Refident at the Court of the Vizier; dated Scin-
dids Camp, 3d January 1784,

Bow Buckfey yefterday informed me; that Scindia had
received intelligence of a very large party of pilgrims,
amounting to 10 or 12,000, having reached Saghur in
their way to the Decan. He obferved, that, having al-
ready made fo hany applications for exemptions of duties,
he could not think of making more, efpecially in the pre-
fent inftance, where the amount was fuch as to render it
an .obje&t of confideration to his ‘Excellency: but he
hoped that on this occafion fome fixed and certain regula-
tions might be laid down, fo that the -ilgrims may be
exempted from.the arbitrary exattions of the Aumil of
Allahabad. He faid, that although the oppreflions. exer-
cifed over the pilgrims there were fuch as had occafioned
great complaints, yet he had reafon to believe .that they
were unknown to his Excellency’} who, he underftood,
derived but little benefit from this branch of his revenue,
in comparifon of what it was capable of yielding him,
without any burden to the pilgrims, if properly regulated.
And he was the more earneft on this point, becaufe the
fame of the attention fhewn laft year to Sevajee Eetul,
had indaced many Mahrattas of high rank either to pro—
ceed themfelves, or fend their families, to make the pilgri-
mage this year. From the intelligenca he had received
from Poonah, of other parties, befides the prefent, which
were to fet ont on this account from thence in thé courfe
of this feafon, he fuppofed that, including fuch as had ac-
companied Moodajee’s daughter from Nagpore, the fum of
the whole pilgrims this year from the Deckan would be
little lefs than 0,000,

-1 informed Bow Buckfey, in reply, that I would not
fail to communicate this matter to you ; but that, as your
own judgement, founded on your fuperior information of
the fubjeét, would fuggeft to you how far it was preper to -
make any application to his Excellericy with regard to the
eftablifhment of new regulations, that is (as he afterwards-
axplained himfelf) the fixing a particular afleflinent on
each horfeman, footman, palankeen, &c. I could not there-
fore give him any affurances on this head. In the mean
time, as the requeft of Scindia, in the limited view in
which I am capable of confidering it, appears not unrea-
fonable; and as I am certain, from the intereft he takes
in the concerns of the pilgrims, that a compliance with it
would gratify him extremely; I beg leave to recommend
it to your ferious confideration. 1t is not; I underftand,
his wifh, that his Excellency fhould fuffer any detrime;t;

» k) “‘
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but only, in fixing the particular rates himfelf, it may not
be in the power of the Aumils to exat beyond them.
A true copy.
(Signed) Jc NEAVE,
Afliftant to the Refident
at the Vizier’s Court.

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen,

In my letters of the 13th and 20th ultimo, I had the ho-_
nour to acquaint you with the reafons that induced me to
reinforce the troops left for the defence of Cawnpore ; fince
then, Colonel Morgan having deemed two regiments and a
battalion of Sepoys a fufficient force for the protection of
the magazine, &ec. at that place, Major Maclary has, at my
requifition, ordered the two companies of the third regi-
ment, and the Refident’s guard, to return to their refpec~
tive ftations. . ]

Subfequent to my letter of the 6th inftant, I have re-
ceived farther accounts from Almafs Ally Cawn’s camp, of
his baving fecured a retreat for himfelf and his dependants in
Mahajy Scindia’s dominions, and alfo of his clofe connec-
tion with that Chief. Three days ago his Vackeel again
left Lucknow, with a letter from me, explaining in general
terms my fentiments of his conduét, and requiring a final
fettlement of the revenue he propofed paying.

1 have reprefented to you, in my addrefs of 22d ultimo,
the diftrefs of the troops at Futty Ghur. ‘I-have now the
honour to enclofe extralls of two other letters on the fame
fubje&, which I have fince received from Colonel Sir John
Cumming. I have the pleafure to inform you, that I have
furnifhed his detachment with above a lack and an half of
rupees, and fhall fhortly fend a farther fupply.

! I have the honour, &e. .

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,

11th Jan. 1784. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

Extrat of a-Letter from Colonel Sir Yobn Cumming ta Mr.
Brifiow, Refident at the Vizier's Court; dated Futty Ghur,
22d December 1783,

We have not a day’s provifion beforeband, nor fearcely
know whence to procure any fubfiftence; but what heightens
our diftrefs, is the total want of money, witbout which I
8o not think we could march, however urgent the occafion
might be.

Lxtral? of & Letter from ditto, of the fame date.

Our diftrefs for money and grain is fuch, that never any
‘troops in this fervice before experienceds - With refpect
to
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to grain, I know it is not in your power to give us afliftance;
as the officers of the Vizier's government pay- ng attention
to any letters from him or you, and have never furnifhed
one feer. .

I have to beg of you to difpatch Lieutenant Browne with
whatever money you can furnifh, however {fmall the fum 3
and T have ordered Lieutenant Peché, who was gone to
Cawnpore with a detachment of artillery, to proceed from
thence to Lucknow, and he will efcort any money that may
be ready there for this ftation.

True exstra&s. NE
igned) J. NEAVE,
¢ 3 Affiftant to the Refident
at the Vizier’s Courty

“The following letter, and its enclofures, received from Mr,
Briftow on the 28th ultimo, and jmmediately circulated
to the hembers of the Board. '

Gentlemen,

Enclofed I have the honour to tranfmit you a copy ‘of
a letter I have received from Licutenant-colonel Knudfons

1 am, &c.
Lucknow, (Signedy JOHN BRISTOW,
18th Jan.-1784. ‘Refident at the Vizier’s Courte

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-colonel Knudfon to Mr. Fobn
Briflow, Refident at the Vizier's Court; dated Camp near
Barelly 8th Fanuary 1984,

I have to inform you, that I have received advice of a
large body of Seiks, faid ta amouat to 20,000 cavalry, be-
ing arrived at Burrin, a place on the banks of the Jumna.
The near vicinity of fa formidable a hody of thefe free-
booters, with the rumour which prevails of their defigning
to attempt an entrance in this province by the Ghaut, be-
tween Durana Ghur and the Hardawar, has greatly alarmed
the inhabitants of the diftri&s in that neighbourhood; and
as Rajah Soocut Sing, the Aumil of this country; has in
confequence applied to me to take meafures for preferving
the tranquillity of thofe parts, I have addrefled Colonel Sir
John Cumming for his inftrutions regarding the advancing
of my detachment; in the mean while I have fent orders to
the officer commanding the Vizier’s forces to keep 2 vigi-
lant guard over the Ghauts. ,

His Highnefs the Vizier, I hear, will not be at this place
before the middie of this month: when he arrives, I fhall
wait on his Highnefs, agreeable to his defire, and inform
him of every circumftance which may have come to my

knowledge
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knowledge concerning the Seiks and the other powers :on
thefe frontiers. .

It is with pleafure I here inform you, that the long-
wifhed-for rain, which we have lately had in great abun-
dance in thefe parts, has happily relieved the inhabitants
from-the fear they were under of a famine, owing to the
long drought, and giverr a new and happy, turn to the face
of this country. ‘The price of grain in confequence there-
of is exceedingly fallen.

A true copy.
(Signed) J. NEAVE,
Afiiftant to the Refident
at the Vizier's Courts

The Accomptant General not having been yet informed
of the withdrawal of the Refidency from Lucknow, or the
refolution taken to accept the fecurity of bankers of known

:credit and refponfibility for the payment of the balance due-
from the Vizier to the Company, and of the.current kiits,
and of the direCtions given to Mr. Wombwell ;

Ordered, That the Secretary do make him acquainted.
therewith,

Extralt of -Bengal Secyet Confultationsy 13tk February 1784

The following letter, and its enclofures, having been re-
ceived from Mr, Briftow on the 6th inftant, were cirqu~
: lated to the members of the Board for their perufal. '

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen,

Immediately on the receipt of your commands of the 31t
ultimo, I addreffed his Highnefs, who was abfent in Rohil-
cund upon a hunting party, and tranfmitted a copy of my
addrefs to his Minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn; copies of thefe
letters, and the anfwers I received, I take the liberty to tranf-
mit you in the accompanying paper.—The Vizier reached
me only this day.

My continvance at this Court now depends upon the
Vizier; I fhall leave Lucknow whenever his Highnefs per-
forms his part of the engagement, and pives me my leave
of departure. In order to prevent any unneceflary delay or
counteraétion of the plan you have thought proper toadopt,
I have folely employed my time, fince the receipt of your
orders of recall, in adjufting the affaiis of my Refidency,
which unavoidably precluded me from a poflibility of com-
pleting my obfervations on Lieutenant-colonel Martin®s an-
fwers to the interrogatories, and will, I hope, be deemed a
Tufficient excufe for my poftponing them, or any final

explanation
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explanation on the ftate of your affairs in thefe provincesy
until I proceed upon my journey to the Prefidency.

. » I have the honour, &c.
Lucknow, (Signed}){ KIOHN BRISTOW,
28th Jan. 1784. efident at the Vizier’s Court.

Tranflation of a Letter from M. Briflow to bis Highnefs the
V{zl?er; dated 20th Fanuary 1984, or 26th Suffer 1198.

The honourable Governor General and Council having
agreed to your Highnefs’s offer, of pa{ling the debt to the
Company, and the current kifls, they have, in conformit
thereto, communicated their commands to me, and direé’tecz
that whenever Mr. Wombwell {hould rective from your
Highnefs the ftipulated fecurity, to inform me of it, and I,
and the gentlemen conne@ed with my office, thould leave
Lucknow. I have therefore the honour to reprefent to
«your Highnefs, that I am ready to obey the orders of the ho-
nourable.the Governor General and Council ; and in the
execution of them, agreeable to their commands, and from
the long attachment which is imprefled upon my heart to-
wards your Highnefs, T fhall conform to your diretions in
the mode of relinquifhing my office, fo as to prevent as
much as poffible any interruption in the affairs of your go-
vernment.

From Mr. Briflow to Hyder Beg Cawn, 218 Fanuary 1784,
or 27th Suffer 1148,

A copy of the letter which I had yefterday the honour
to addrels to his Highnefs, I enclofe for your information..

Hyder Beg in Reply

I have received your letter; the contents of the addrefs
you difpatched to his Highnefs, and of which you favoured
me with a copy, are made known to me.—It is probable his
Highnefs will {peedily arrives

From the Fizier to M. Brg'j;aw; reccived the a7th Fanuary .
1784,
1 have received your letter, and underftand the contents.
I thall fhortly arrive at Lucknow, when at our meeting all
affairs will be concluded.—I fhall arrive quickly.
A true tranflation. '
JOHN BRISTOW,
Refident at the Vizier’s Courte

The
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Mhe following letter, and its enclofutes, were received from
" Mr. Wombwtl], accomptant at Lucknow, on the 7th
inftant, and circulated to the members of the Board;
and in confequence of their difetions, a copy of the
fecurity engagement of Lallah Buchefanje and Faqueer
Chund was fent a number in the packet per fhip- Lord
Macartney.

Honoyrable Sir, and Sirs;

T have the honour to tranfmit to you the ¢opy of aletter
T have received from the Vizier, and a tranflation of the
fecurity (the original being with me) offered by the Vizier
for the difgharge of the balance due from his Excellency
to the Company, and for the growing payments of the fub-
fidy, and other current expences.

I am, &c.

Lucknow, (Signed) J. WOMBWELL,

27th Jan. 1784. Accomptants

From the Vizier to Mr. Wembwell : received 7th February
1784

A letter from the Governor General to me is arrived, in
«which, after expreffing his own regard, and that of the gen-
tlemen of the Council, to my fituation, he defires I will pro-
cure Teeps from the Banks for the fums due from the Com-
pany, and deliver them to you. The Teeps are accordingly
fent to you,and you will therefore act agrecableto the orders
of the Governor General and gentlemen of the Councils

Tranflation of the Engagement from Lala Butchrauje and Fa-
guir Chund to become Security Yor the Balance due to “the
Company from the Vizier, and for the Current Demands upon

1M

The fum of one crore and three lacks and eighty-four
thoufand four hundred and twenty rupees Sicca Lucknow,
due to the Englith Company from the Nabob Vizieron the
balance of the year eleven hundred and nigety Fuflully,and
for the {ubfidy of their troops and other demands, for the
prefent year eleven hundred and ninety-one Fuffully; ac-
cording to the flatement adjufted by Mr. Briftow. The
faid fum we have made ourfelves anfwerable for, deducting
fuch fums as may have been colleted. on account, by Mr,
Briftowtand whatever fhall appear to be due, after deduting
fuch colleCtions as may have been already made; we engags
to pay in fuch manner as fhall be fettled by Major Palmer
for the prefent year, to commenece from the firff of Rabs
bee ul Owel, and end at Bhaudogn ; and the remainder in

VoL, V, E ths
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the courfe of the Fuflullee year eleven hundred and ninety»
two.
A true copy of the tranflation,
E. HAY, Secs

The Governor General lays before the Board eopies of a
correfpondence which paffed between Mr, Wombwell and
Mr. Briftow, received from the former; by which it ap-
pears that Mr. Briftow had hefitated to obey the orders
which direted his return to the Prefidency; grounded on
fome doubts which the Governor General is not fure that
he fufficiently comprehends, but which are exprefled to be
primarily founded on the terms of the orders which he has
received, and which he exprefles to be ¢ loofe and indefi-
nite.”  The Governor General, to prevent farther delays,
or elufion of the Board’s orders, moves, That Mr. Briftow
be peremptorily commanded to leave Lucknow, and repair
to the Prefidency on the immediate receipt of thefe com-
mands 3 direting, in like manner, the afliftants of his office
to leave Lucknow, and to repair to Calcutta immediately 3
and that, in conformity with his former orders, he do Ie-
liver over all the papers, accounts, and cafh of his office, to
Mr. Wombwell.

Agreed. (Signed) EDWARD WHELER.

To Fobn IWombwell, Efquire, &,
SIR,

1 have been honoured by the receipt of your letter of yef-
terday’s date, informing me, < that yon had received frou
< the Vizier the fecurity offered by ﬁxs Excellency for the
¢ difcharge of the balance due from him to the Company,
¢ and for procuring payments of the fubfidy and otheg
¢ current expences.” 'The orders of the honourable the
Governor General and Council, as they have been tranfmit-
ted tome on this fubjef, through their Secretary, direct,
that I thall leave Lucknow, upon the receipt of a notifica«
tion from you, that his Highnefs has put into your hands,
for ‘the parpofes herein above mentioned, ke fecurity f{'
bankass of known credit and refponfibility; and in a letter, ad-
drefled by the honourable the Governor General to the
Vizier, the neceflity of taking the mof fpeedy means to
obtain and deliver fuch fecurity is pointed out to his High-
nefs,and heis requefted then, and not till then, to give me leave:
in form to withdraw. I enclofe you copies of the papers
here alluded to, that the poflibility of any error or delay,
arifing from a mifconftrudtion of our refpective orders,
may be avoided; and as the one I have received is fo Joofe
and indefinite in the terms of it, I am to requeft that ythtE

wi
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<will éither favour me with a notification in fuch*fpecific
language as willalone juftify me in accepting it for any ng-
tification at all, and confequently as any authority, to with-
draw from Lucknow, or that you will inform me decidedly
that I am not to expet it from you. Arguing as well
from the nature of any fuch agreement, as from the terms
of that which has on this occafion taken place between the
Vizier and the honourable the Governor: Gereral and
Council, it would be abfurd to fuppofe an intention in the
latter to accept, without previous inquiry 'into it§ fuffici=
ency, of any fecurity his Excellency may be pleafed to of-
fer them for the performance of his part of the compa&t.
As the honourable Board have given me no inftrutions on
this head, I conclude they have thought proper to conftitute
‘you the Judge of, and accountable to thein for the validity
of the fecurity now to be given by the Nabob. Iam there-
fore farther to requeft you will inform me whether this lat-
ter conjeture is warranted, and whether you confider your-
felf as fo refponfible to them; and if not, that you will
furnith me with attefted copies of the engagements entered
into by the refpettive bankers.

The conjunéture being of thelaft importince to thé in-
terefts of the honourable Company, engages me to be thus
particular. I am perfuaded that you will think of it as I
do, and will, as I have done, wave all forms, and give ‘me
every poflible explanation in your power.

Lucknow, I have the honour, &c.

Jan. 28th, 1784. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW:

Copy of a Letter froni the Secretary of the Hononrable the Go+
vernar General and Council to Mr. Brifiow, Refident at the
izier’s Court; dated 318 December 1783

I tranfmit to you enclofed, for your information, by or-
der of the honourable the Governor General and Council,
a tranflation dnd copy of letters tvritten by the Governor
General to his Excellenty the Vizier. You and your af-
fiftants will withdraw from Lucknow, wheh Mr, Womb-
well informs you that Ke has obtained the fecurities {pecified
in the former.

Trargﬂatian of a .t‘etterfrom the Honourable the Governor Gea
neval 1o the Nabob Vixzier.

After a very full and mature confideration of the ftate of
your Highnefs’s tountry and government; it has been re-
dolved bz myfelf, and the gentlemen of the Council, to, ac-
“cept of the offer fome'time fince madé by your Highnefs, of
the fecurity of bankers of known credit ahd refponfibility for
the diftharge of the bafan‘t:t;3 due from you to the Company,

2 . ot
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-on the condition of the recall of Meflis. Briftow and Cow
-per, and withdrawing the Company’s Refident from your
-Court. Yaqu will of courfe fee the neceflity of taking the .
moft fpeedy means to obtain fuch fecurity, and to deliver
the fame to Mr. Wombwell, who has orders to receive
.charge of all the papers in Mr. Briftow’s office,"and ta' re-
main for the purpofe of keeping the accounts of payments
made from your Circar to the Company ; and it is my re-
queft that your Highnefs will then, and not til}. then, give
.to Mr. Briftow leave in form to withdraw. He will ac-
«cordingly depart, and return to Calcutta, and fignify your
.order to Mr. Cowper, and the other affiftants of his office,

to the fame effet, that they may alfo return to Calcutta.

A true copy. -
(Signeg) E. HAY, Secretary.

Signed) J. Hier
(gne) Efiant & the Refident.

To Fubn Brifiow, Efguire, &,
SIR, . .

T have the honour of your letter of the 28th January, and
a copy of a letter from the Secretary to you.

I have tranfmitted to the honourable the Governor Gene-
ral and Council a copy of the fecurity offered by the Vizier
for the difcharge of the balance due from his Excellency ta
the Company, and for the growing payments of the fub-
Jidy, and other current demands. They are the proper
judges, Ido notin any manner confider myfelf refpon-
fible,

I have the honour, &c.
(Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL.

Mr. Stables.~Provided that the Governor General is
fatisfied that the fecurity given by the Nabob Vizier is
fufficient, I affent to Mr. Briftow’s immediate recall from
Lucknow, as exprelled in the Governor’ General's minute
7th Februarye ° _ .

Governor General.—1I am fatisfied with the fecurity.

(Signed) Ww. H.

The following letter, and its enclofures were received from
Mr. Briftow on the 7th inftant, and circulated for the pe-
rufal of the members of the Board.

Gentlemen, ,

Sufficient rain has fallen in thefe provinces, as I have
every reafon to hope will obviate in a great meafure the
alarming confequences of a famine; yet precautions againl

. any
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diftrefs your troops may fuffer is nectflaryy and' I
have the honour to' enclofe for your information an ex-
tract of a letter from Colonel Ironfide to me on this fubjeét.
" If it is your pleafure that any ftock of 1?ﬂain be laid in,
the near approach of the Rubby harveft will render the pre-
fent period the moft canvenient, when it may be furnifhed
with the lealt expence and difficulty.

1 have the honour, &e.
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,

28th Jan. 1784 Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

KExtraft of a Letter from Colonel Gilbert Ironfide to Mr. Jobn
Briflow, Refident at the Vizier’s Court; dated24th Yan, 1984.
So unpromifing is the afpe& of the country in point of
fertility, that I muft beg leave to offer te your immediate
confideration the moft effe€tual means fon the e?ab!i!hmem
of a magazine of Erain, fufficient for the confumption of
the troops at that ftation for the period of the dry feafon.,
The prefence of fo large a body of Marattas as you ac-
quaint me may be expelted, will undoubtqdly enhance the
prefent fcarcity, if means be not employed t6 guard againft
it; and I regard the eftablithing a magazine, as was done in,
the time of the famine in Bengal, to be indifpenfable. The
grain is to be ferved out at fixed rates'td each officer and
man, for themfelves and neceffary fervants, left, if Almafs
really harbour any 1l intentions, he fhould, by monopoliz-
ing the grain in the Douab, repder the continuance .of the
biigade at Cawnpore utterly impralicable,
A true extra&. |
J. NEAVE,
- Afliftagt to the Refidenr.
‘The following letter, and its enclofures, were received from
Mr. Briffow on the 8th inftapt, and circulated,.

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, -
The frequent robberies and murders perpetrated in his
Excellency the Vizier’s dominions have too often been the
fubjeCt of my réprefentations to your honourable Board.
From the total want of police, hardly a day elapfes but I
am informed of fome tragical event, whereof the barerecital
is fhocking to; humanity. ‘Abeut two months fince an at-
tempt was made to affaflinate Raja Ticket Roy, the atting
Minifter’s confidential agent, but he hippily” efcaped un<
hurt : Nabob Bahadre, his Highnefs’s brother, has not been'
fo fortunate, as will appear from tranflations of two of his
Letters to me, N1, which I have the honour to enclofe
for your information. *“Although my feelings are fenfibly’*
hurt, and my compaffion ftrongly excited, by the difgrace~
§pl and miferable flatg of poverty towhich his Excellency’s
£3 brothers
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brothers are reduced ; yet, fituated as I am, it is not in my
power to interfere with effet. My efforts on a former
'occafion failed of fuccefs, and my interpofition now would
only excite the refentment of the Minifter towards the un-
happy fufferers, in confequence of their application ta me;
from whom alone, however, they hope for relief from their
prefent diftrefs, which theit near conneQion with the
Vizier confidered, is both fhameful and unprecedented.
That no regular Courts of Juftice have been eftablithéd

in this country, is particularl pointed at in my inftruc+
tions, as “ the moft dif;eputabl); defect in his Highnefs’s
¢ government;” yet the Minifter feems determined on.
abolifhing even the fhadow of {o neceflary an inflitution.
The office of Sudder ul Hugk, as held by Molovy Mou-
bine, was ever nugatory, but now it is funk into the loweft
contempt. The original eftablithment, inadequate as it
was, is mowlderin away, and the officers now attached to.
it are literally {tarving, as no part of their allowances has
been paid for above {ix months paft: he himfelf has pro~

ofed to refign his appointment, being every way precluded,
?rom a poffibility of exercifing the duties of it.
" T have the honour to forward, for your farther informas-
tion, the enclofure, N°® 3.~It contains a relation of the
bardfhips endyred by tge ladies of the late Vizief's Ze-,
nNanae

. T have the honour, &c.
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,

29th Jan. 1784. Refident at the Vizier’s Court,

Tranflation of 4 Letter from Nabob Bebadre, bis Highnefs the
" Vizie's Brather, ta Mr. Briftew, dated 28th December,
1783.

Your own fervant carried you the account of what he
himfelf was an eye witnefs to after the affair of laft pight.
Thefe are the particulars :—— About midnight my aunt re-~
ceived twelve dtabs from a man, of which fhe died: Ialfo
received fix fucceflive ftabs, which alarmed the people of
the houfe, who fet up a fhouting, whereupan the affaflin
ran off. Befides being without food, or the means of pro-
viding any, this misfortune has befallen me. I am defi-
rous of fending the coffin to your door. It js your duty,
both for the fake of God and of Chrift, ta execute juftice,
and to inquire what harm I have done to the murderer,
{ufBcient to deferve affaflination, or eveninjury. You now
ftand in the place of his Exc;ellenC{ tha Vizier: I requely
you will do me juftice. Whatcan I {ay more 2

1S, Tam alfo defirous ta fhew you my wounds.

“From
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¥rom, the fame.

7th Januwary, 1784.

Yon have been duly informed of all the circumftances
relative both to the murder of the inno¢ent, and my being
wounded, as well by my former letter, as by the meflenger
whom you fent to inquire into the ftate of my health; and'
1 have every reafon to hope, from your known kindnefs,
that you -will not be deficient in feeking out the afflaffin. I
am at this moment overwhelmed in misfortune ; whilft the
blood is flowing from my wounds, neither I, nor my chil-
dren, nor my fervants, have wherewithal to procure fufte-
nance, nor have I it in my power either to purchafe re-
medy, -or to reward the phyfician ; ’tis for the fake of God
alone that he attends me. ‘“Thusloaded with calamity upon
calamity, I am unable to fupport life; for I find no relief
from my afflition,. either day or night. Do you (pow
ftanding in the place of my father) grant me frelh life by
Speedy alls of benevolence. ’

For thefe two laft years his Excellency eftablithed a pen-
fion for me of twenty thoufand rupees, but I never received
the full amount of it, either laft year or the year befores
fhould it, however, be paid me, though inadequate to my
defires, I fhall ftill be enabled to fupport myfelf. From the
beginning of this year to the prefent time I have not re-
ceived a farthing, nor do I expect any;-though, if yon af-
ford protection to the opprefled, all my wifhes will be ac-
complifhed. I was defirous of. waiting on you with my fa-
mily, that you might be an eye witnefs to their condition ;
but I was advifed not ta flir out, on account of my wounds,,
What more can I fay ?

A true tranflation,
.\(Signed) ROBERT HOQOLT,
Affiftant to the Refident,.

Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier’s Brothers,
Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza Imayut Ally, and Myrza Syfe,
Ally, to Mr. Briflow, Refident at the Viziey's Court : res.
ceived gth March, 1783, :

The manly and generous cendud-of the Englifh gentle-
men towards all natiens is as clear as the fun at noon day 5
fo well known is the favour fhewn by the Company,, the
Governor, and yeu, to eur late fathér, and our whole
houfe, that it is unneceflary to write the particulars. We'
before this communicated to you, through Myrza Ithmael
Beg, fome general circumftances concerning our diftrefs,
to which you returned for anfwer, that you would cauf2
2000 rupees a month to be paid to each of us, and afk us
to yific you. Itis fome™time fince we received this mef-

£ 4 Iasea
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fage, and we go on without any méans of fubfiftence, and
in the utmoft mifery, entirely upon the hopes of your
friendthip. Apparently, from the maltiplicity of bufinefs
on your hands, you have forgot your promife.” Our fitna~
tion is pot fit to be reprefented ; for twp yegrs we have not
received a hubba on account of our Tuncaw, though the
Minifters have annually charged a lack of rupees, and
never paid us any thing. After all, we are the fons of
Sujah ul Dowlah. It is furprifing, having fuch a friend ag
you, our fitpation is arrived at that pafs, that we fhould
be in diftrefs for dry bread and cloaths. Whegeas, as you
have done many generous alls, be pleafed fo to fhew ug
fou; favour, that afome means we may recgive our ai-
owances from the Company’s treafury, and nqt be obliged
to depend wpon and folicit others for it. We hope you
will graat us 3 fayourable anfwer through Mr, Cowper,

Frem Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza Emayut Ally, and Myrza
Syfe Ally, to Mr. Cowper : Received 10th March, 1783,

We have, through your favour, received Mr. Briftow’s
anfwer; it has been thoufands of a thoufand caufes of fa-
tisfaltion to us. May the everlafting God, in the purity
of his glory, preferve health to you, who have fhewn us’
all this favour. Our pens ‘fall in exprefling our gratitude.
We are now perfedily fatisfied ‘thatfom ‘your favéur we
fhall receive our allowances, month by month: for inftance,
the Gomaftah of Rajzh'Ticket Roy fent ts an order on
the houfe of Lalla Bachagié for the fums'of 2000 rupees
each, 'We' hope you will apply in our namés to' the Refi~
dent, that our penfions may be granted us from'tlie Com=
pan ’s tre?fury, in the fame manner as that of our brother
Saadut Ally: we.alfo reptefénted this mittér to the Refi-
dent.—Whereas the perfon who brought your letter to us
was a Burgally, and Hircarrahs from the prefence watch
ns; likewife we are under great’fear of the Nabob Vizier,
and the people In his Court, left they thould be informed of
our having any dependence’ on the' Englifh gentlemen,
whereby an injury might be done us: we thereforé re-
queft, that if you have an Indoftan Moqnfhy, as undoubt-
cdly will be the cafe, he may he employed ip our negoci~
ations. Hindoflannies pafing will net bg yegarded, and
qoboz}zl will pe informed thereby. As you have favoured
ys with your friendfhip, you wiﬁ fhew it by net difclofing
cur fecret, until we have an interview with the Refident,
End oblige us by delivering the enclofed letter to him,  °
. True copies, Signcd) NE A VE,
1£ne J )
(e A@f{an.t to the Refident, .

Franflatioy
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Tranflasion of @ Paper of Intelligence from Fyzabad.

The ladies, their attendants, and fervants, were ftill ag
clamorous as laft night. Latafut the Daroga went to them,
and remonftrated with them on the impropriety of their
condué, at the fame time affuring them, that in a few days
all their allowances would be paid 3 and thould that not be
the cafe, he would 4ddvance them ten days fubfiftence, upon
cpndition that they returned to their habitations : none of
them however confented to his propofals, but were ftill in-,
tent upan making their efcape through the Bazar; and in
confequence formed themfelves in the following order: ~—
“The children in the front, behind them the ladies of the Se~+
raglio, and behind them again their attendants: but their
intentions were fruftrated by the oppofition which they
met with from Latafut’s fepoys.

The next day Latafut went twice to the women, and
ufed his endeavours to make them return into the Zénina,
promifing to advance them 10,000 rupees, whicly, upon the
money being pald down, they agreed to comply with ; but
night coming on, nothing tranfpired.

On the day following their clamours were more wiolent
than ufual.—Latafut went to confer with them on the bu~"
finefs of yefterday, offering the fame terms; depending up=
on the fidelity of his promifes, they confented to return
to their apartments; which they acéordingly did, except two
or three of the ladigs, and moft of thgjr attendants.—Lata-
fut then went to Hofhmurid Ally Cawn to confult with
him about what meaps they fhould take; they came to a
refolution of driving them jn by force, and gave orders to
their fepoys to beat any one of the women who fhogld 3t-
tempt to move farward, “The fepdys agcordingly affem~
bled, and each ong being provided with a blndgeon, they
drove them hy dint of beating igto the Zennina, The
women feeing the treafury at Latafut, proceeded to throw
ftones and brzcks at the fepqys, and again attempted to get
out; but finding that impoflible from the gates beiﬁg {hut,
they kept up a continual difcharge till about twelve o’clock,
when, finding their fituation defperate, they retired into the
Rung Mahal, and forced their way from thence into the
palace, and difperfed themfelves_gbout the houft and gar-
dens; after this they werg defirous of getting into'the Pe-

' g.g,lm’s apartments, bpt fhe being apprized of their .inten-
tions, ordered the doors to'pe fhut. In the mean time La-,
tafut and Cothmund Ally Khan pofted centries to fecure
the gates of the Leffler Mahal. During the whole of this
cqonflict, the Iadies and wommen remained expofed to the
yiew of the {époys. ‘Thé Begum then fent for Latafut and
ﬁgﬂimund Ally Khan, whom the feverely reprimanded, and

PR inffed
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infifted upon knowing ‘the caufe of this infamous beha-
viour. ‘They pleaded in their defence, the impoffibility of
helping 1t, as the treatment the woman had met with had
only been conformably to his Excellency the Vizier's or-
ders.  'The Begum alledged, that, eyen admitting that the
Nabob had given thefe orders, they were by no means au-
thorized in this manner to difgrace the family of Sujah
Dowlah; and, fhouyld they not receive their allowances for
a day or two, it could be of no great moment: what had
paflled was now at an end, but that the Vizier fhould cer-
tainly be acquainted with the whole of the affair, and that
whatever he dire&ted the fhould implicitly comply with.
The Begum then fent for two of the children who were-
Wmmdeg in the aﬁ'ra;hof Iat night, and, after endeavour-
ing to footh them, fhe fent again for Latafut and Huf-
mund AIIK Khag, and in the prefence of the children again
exprefled her difapprobation of their condué, apd the 1m-
probability of Afoph ul Dowlah’s fuffering the ladies and
children of Sujah Dowlah to be difgraced, by being ex-
pofed to the view of the rabble: upon which Latafut pro-
duced the letter from the Nabob, reprefenting that he was
amenable only. to ‘the order of his Excellency, and that
whatever he ordered it was his duty to obey; and that had
the ladies thought proper to have retired quietly into their
apartments, he would not have yfed the means he had taken
to compel them.~—The Begum again obferved, that what
had paffed was now-over ;—{he then gave the children 4,00
rupees and difmiffed them; and fent'word by Sumrud and
the other enunchs, that if the ladies would peaceably retire
to their apartments, Latafyt would fupply them with 3 or
4,000 rupees for ‘their prefent expences, and recommended:
to'them not to incur any farther difgtace ; and that if they
did not think proper to a& agreeable to her diretions they
would do wrong. The ludies followed her advice, and
about ten at niﬁht went back into the Zennana. The next
morning the Begum waited 'upon the mother of Sujah
Dowlab, a0d related 'to her all the circumftances of the
difturbance. ‘The mothér of Sujah Dowlah returned for
an{wer, that after there being no accounts kept of crores
of ‘revenue, fhe was not furprized that the family of Sujah
Powlaly in their endeavours to procure fubfiftence, fhould
be ebligéd to expofe themfelves to the meaneft of people.
After bewailing their misfortunes, and fhedding many
tears, the Begum took her leave and returned home,
A true tranflation.
(Signed) ROBERT HOLT,
; Afliftant to the Refident,’

The



Papers relating to the Charges IV, and XVI, 59

_The following letter, and its enclofures, were receiyed from
Mr, Wombwell on the gth inftant.

Zo Edward Hay, Efquire, Secretary,

SIR,

1 beg you will do me the favour to prefent to the honou-
rable the Governor General and Council the enclofed copy
of a correfponderice between Mr, Briftow and me.

In my letter of the 28th of January, I acquaint Mr.
Briftow that I have received from the Vizier the fecurity
pffered by his Excellency ; that I have tranf{mitted a copy
of it to the Board; that the Governor General and Council
are the proper judges; and that I confider myfelf to ba
without refponfibility.

To my letter of the 2g9th January, I ventured to mention
to Mr. Brifftow my opinion of the credit of the bankers;
and I have informed him of their names, that, thould his
fentiments differ from mine, he might a&t accordingly.

I have the honour, &c. .

Lucknow,  (Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL,
2gth Jan. 1784. ‘

Zo Jobn Briflow, Efquire, &cy
SIR,

.1 have the honour to inform you, that T have received
from the Vizier the fecurity offered by his Excellency for
the difcharge of the balance due front him to’ the Company,
and for the growing payments of the fubfidy, and othef cur-
rent expences, ’

I am, &c.
29th Jan. (Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL,
1783. Accomptant,
To Jobn Wembwell, Efquire, &,

SIR, -

I have been honoured by the receipt of yqur letter of
yefterday’s date, informing me, that you had received from
the Vizier the fecurity offered by his Excellency for thedif-
charge of the balance due from him to the Company, and
for procuring payments of the fubfidy, and other current
-expences. ‘The orders of the honourable the Governor Ge-
peral and Council, as they have been tranfmitted to me ont
this fubjet through their Secrefary, diret that I fhall leave
Lucknow upon the receipt of a notification from you, that
his Highnefs has put into your hands, for the purpofes
pbove mentioned, the fecurity of bankers of known credit and
geponfibility; and i a Jeuter, addreffed by the honourable

: Governgy
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Governor General to the Vizier, the neceffity of taking the
moft {peedy means to obtain and deliver fuch fecurity is
pointed out to his Highnefs, and he is requefted theny and
not till then, to give me leave in form to withdraw. Ien-
clofe you copies of the papers here alluded to, that the pof-
fibility of any error or delay, arifing from a mifconftruc-
tion of our refpeCtive orders, may be avoided; and as the,
one I have received is fo loofe and indefinite in the terms of
it, I am to requeft that you will either favour me with a
notification in fuch fpecific Janguage as will alone juftify
me in accepting it for any notification. at all, and confe-
quently 3s any authority to withdraw from Lucknow ; or
that you will inform me decidedly that [ am not to exPe&
it from you. Arguing, as well from the nature of any fuch
agreement, as from the terms of that which has on this o¢-
cafion taken place between the Vizier.and the honourable
the Governor General and Council, it would be abfurd
to fuppofe an intention in the latter to accept, without pre-
vious inquiry into its fufficiency, of any fecurity his Excel-
Jency may be pleafed to offer them for the performance of
Ms part of the compat. As the honourable Boayd have
given me no inftructions on this head, I conclude that they
have thought proper to conftitute you to be jadge of, and
accountable to them for the validity of the fecurity now to
be given by the Nabob. I am therefore farther to requeft
you will inform me, whether this latter conjeQure is war-
ranted, and whether you confider yourfelf as {o refponfble
tothem; and if not, that you will furnith me with attefted
copies of the engagements entered intp with the refpedtive
bankers. -
The conjunéture being of the laft importance to the in«
terefts of the honourable Company, engages me to be thus
articular. Tam perfuaded, Sir, you will think of it ag I
o, and will, as I have done, wave all forms, and give me
every poflible explanation in your power.
I have the honour, &¢.
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
28th January- i Refident,

To 702»; Brifiow, Efquire, Refident, e,
SIR,

I have the honour of your Jetter of 28th January, and
the copy of a letter from the Secretary to you. Ihave
trinfmitted to the honourable the Governor General and,
Council a copy of the fecurity offered by the Vizer for the
difcharge of the balance due from his Excellenty to the:
Fompany, pnd for the growing payments of the (gbﬁda

) i : LN
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and other current expences. They are the proper judges$
I donot in any manner tonfider myfelf refponfible,.
I have the honowr, &c. )
(Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL.
28th Jan. 1784.

Te Jobn WVaombwell, &,
SIR,

Your letter of this morning leaves me in the fime flate
of uncertainty as before, with refpect to the nature of the
fecurity you have received from the Vizier for the difcharge
of the balance due from his Highnefs to the Company, and
for the growing payments of the fubfidy, and other eurrent
expences. ‘The orders, of the honourable Governor Gene-
ral and Council, conveyed to me through their Secretary,
are (as I have thewn by the enclofures in my former letter
ta you) exprefs, to wait a_fpecific notification from you, that
the fecurity of bankers of known credit and refponfibility has,
for the purpafes herein above mentioned, been deliveted to
you by the Vizier. You mauft confequently be fenfible I
cannot accept any notification in lefs explicit terms, as an,
authority either for my departure, or the withdrawing the
Refidency. I muft therefore once again afk you, whether
you mean, by what you have now faid, to give fuch jpecife
notification. 1 entreat you, Sir, to fimplify your anfwer,

- that T may not, by my prefence, furnith to the Minifters of
this Court a plea for the violation of the agreement which
has taken place between his Highnefs the Nabob.and the
honourable Governor General and Council.

I have the honour, &c. .

(Signed) JQHN BRISTOW,
Lucknow, Wednefday, Refidents

28th.Jan. 1784.

To Yohn Br{ﬂaw, Efquire, &,
s ‘I R,

I received Zout,.letter‘\at twelve o'clock laft night. I
have had the honour of acquainting you, that I have re-
teived from the Vizier the fecurity offered by his Excela
lency, and that I had tranfmitted a copy of it to the ho-~
nourable the Governor General and Councild .

I have complied, as far as it has been in my power, with
the direCtions of the Secretary.

. I am, &c,

28th Bjal‘mary (Signed) J. WOMBWELL.

3704+

The
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The following letter having been received from Mr. Brifs
tow, the Board were pleafed to refolve, that Captain
Norman Macleod fhould- continue in his command at
Lucknow, until the arrival of the honourable the Gover-
nor General at that place,

Gentlemen,

The Refident’s guard, ynder Captain Norman Macleod,
havirg, from the attention and ability of that officer, been
rendered a well-difciplined and refpectable ¢orps, and your
honourable Board being filent concerning it in your direc-
tions for withdrawing the Refidency, and as the leaving
thefe troops without any officer td command them would
be a meafure unadvifeable and irregular, I fhall requeft Cap-
tain Macleod to continue in the cominand until your plea-
{fure is known.

I have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
3oth Jan. 1784 Refident.

The Neptune packet being ready to take her departure
for Bufforah, a general letter to the honourable the Court of
DireCtors was difpatched on the gth inftant, in duplicate ta
the Refident, to be tran{mitted over land.

On the fame day a general letter was difpatched to the
honourable the Court of Direttors, to go by the fhip Lord
Macartney.

The following letter, and its enclofures, were received from
Mr. 'Wombwell on the 1oth ihiftant.

To Edward Hay, Efpuire, Secretarys
SIR, '

I take the liberty of tran{mitting the copy of a letter
which I have received from Mr. Briftow, together with the
enclofures contained in it, which I requeft you will lny be<
fore the honourable Board.

I have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL,

31t Jan. 17844 Accountante

To Fobn IVoembswell, Efquire, &%,
SIR,

.1 have received your letter of yefterday’s date, afferting
that Lalla Faquir éhund and,Laha Butchrauje, the fecuri~
ies offered by his Highnefs, are bankers of known eredi€
and refponfibility.

1 now
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I now have the honour to refer you to the enclofure,
No. 1, for an eftimate of the Company’s claims upon the
Vizier, brought up to the 31ft Januiry 1784. For your
information I tranfmit you No. 2, a tranflation of my hond
to certain bankers for a loan of Lucknow Sicca rupees; fe-
venteen lacks and forty thoufand, borrowed on the condi-
tions more fully explained in my addrefs to the Board of the
8th of June 1783. Three.lacks feventy-cight thoufand
nine hundred and forty-four rupees, eight annas, and fix
pice have been in part paid, which leaves a fum of thir-
teen lacks, fixty-one thoufand and fifty-five rupees, feven
annas and {ix pice due an that accourit, exclufive of intereft,
for which three lacks are fpecified.in the eftimate, andforms
part of the claims on the Vizier.

The paper, No. 3, is an eftimate of the current demands
on the treafury. 1 have addrefled the Vizier’s Minifter,
Hyder Beg Khan, fully on the fubject of his accounts, par-
ticularly requefting he would fupply the Paymafter General
with the fum of Sonaut rupees one lack, for the payment
of Colonel Charles Morgan’s detachment, without delay,
as the Colonel will very fhortly arrive at Etaya, the place
where he has defired me to remit the money.  In making

this payment, I obey the orders of the Governor Generat
and Councik

1 have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
3oth Jan, 1784. Refident,

Efiimate of claims upon bis Exccllency the Nabob Fizier, on
Account of the Honourable Company, from the 18 of Fe-
bruary te the End of the Fuffullee Year '1191.

Balance due by his Ex}ellcncy, the
et a8y - - = e e e §T,02,563 13 1X

ArMY Svussipy.

One Brigade, according to the old
eftablithment, from it of Febra-
ary to 31 Augutt 1784, 7 mofths,
at'2,60,000 rupees per month ™ < 18,20,000

One tegiment ftationed at Lucke
now, according to the new efla-
blithiment, at 23,000 rupees per
month - - - -

Five regiments under Colonel Sir
John Cumming, according to the

T,95:009
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new eftablithment,- at 24,000 rue
pees per regiment per month,

o Si75000

One company of artillery,
under  Colone! Cum-
ming, at 20,000 rupees
per month, - ¥,40,000
e 10,1 §,000
———s 30,104,000

Mirza Saudit Ally’s ftipend = == 3,060,008
Abdul Rhamans Cawn's corps of

caval - - - . —— 00,000
ﬂohillarlipends, from 1ft of Maug 30

to the end of Bhaudoon 1191 ——— 41,052
Army donatloni - - ® e~ 10,50,000
Mr. Frafer - - - ®  w— 2,00,000
Eftimate of intereft on the mone .

borrowed from Gopaul Dofs
Sal. - .- e te e 3,00,000

e §2,01,0§2 wma =

Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca Rupees 1,06,03,217 1_1,—;
e S —
Errors excepted.
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
Refident at the Vizier's Court.

Tranflation of a Bond given by My, Briflow, Refident at the
l’z/zl‘i’er’: C{urt, to Gopaul é’oﬁ, dated 8th Fune 1983, or
the 6th of Rajjub 1197 Hijura, or 3d of Jeit 1190
Fuffullee

Borrowed from the under-mentioned perfons, on account
of the honourable Company; through Lalla Munfuram,
the agent of Lalla Gopaul Dofs, banker, the fum of feven-
teen Lacks and forty thoufand rupees, bearing intereft at
one per cent. per month. I engage that it fhall be paid,
after providing for the Company's neceffary difbur{fements,
from the receipts of the affignments granted on the couns
try in their favour by his Highnefs the Nabob Vizier,

Particulars of the Loans

From Lalla Munfuram, agent to the

Houfe of Gopaul Dofs — 14,00,000 ==
From Kiffen Chund — — 3,00,000 == wee
Pramium of Exchange, 16 per cent.

upon 1§ lacks — o— 2,40,000 = e

Lucknow Sicca rupees  17,40,600 v ==

Atrue cop{i
Afliftait to the Refident.

Eflimate
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s

éﬂx’mate ¢f Curremt Demands on the Lucknow Treafury, to thi

812 Fanuary 1784,
. The Army. -
Colonel Sir John Cumming’s
detachment.

Mr. Melvile's eltimate to pay

the Europeans to the 31 Ja«
nuary 1734, and the Sepoys o
to the 31 December 1783 . §,44,00040 o
imate of the pay,. &c. of P
.the Sepoys for Jan. 1784 = 102,500 0 ©

bedut 6,46,500 © e
* Anane ] LB ]
Mr. Melvile’s draft to Colenel
Knudfon, for which a Tuns
&aw on Soorut Sing, the Au=
mil of Rohilcund, has been,
, granted < 1;30,000 ©0 ©
Remitted Mr.
Melvile | -
Do. in 3 bills
of Exchange
Do.aTunkaw
the Sezawal
of Furruck-
abad &~ -

66,500 oo &

81,994 7 6

52,567 11 3

3,310,168 4 9

33337 13
« . . Tde 3d Brigade. - ' 3
Mr. Collins’s eftimate to pa
the Europeans to the 31
Jannary 1784, and the Sed .
¥s to the 31t Dec. 1783, :2,74,382 0 @
imate of the pay, &c: o
the Scpoys for Janmary 1784 78,0000 | .
s, 8,81384 00 @

Major Cooke’s regiment, Des

ecmber and Jannary - & 40002 © 0 ~
ajor Grant’s regimierit, Jaftl. 200006 06 ° -
. e ea———] 50,000 oo Q
‘The above two regiments
are not incloded in eid
thet of the paymafter’s
. eftimates. ! .
Colonel Charles Mo;%an -4 e ;11,000 €0 &
Major Dancan’s Draft = = = 24,000 00' 9
——h i Py
. Cl.fupee§ = 8,862,719 13 3
Deduét tothe 1 per €t: - 85494 8@
- e il * 57,547 228 4
My. Seotf. '
‘The Board’s order of 17 July .
, 1783inhisfavour - S - 4,504,006 00 o
0. — — 1 Dee, i 1,235,000 ©3 o
- . S e s bl
N »754000 00 @
Paid from the tréafury 3 5 95000 © e3 7S
Do. by an order on thé Anmil
. of Garuckpore 3000066 "
= i 1,05,000 00 &
—————————
. £,%0,000 00 O
Dedutct Batta 5.9.3 pergent. - 14265 36
s 3,55,734 12 &

VOL. v.

Brevghy
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Bought forward & = 13,32,959 15 ¥

. The Rt]ident'l Office, * .
Mr. Wombwell, aceountant, Dec. and Jan, « ¥,200 w= we
Mr. Cowper, Nov. Dec and Jan, - * 1,200 wm= e
Mer, Gregory, January - -, = 400 == o
Mr. Holt, December and Jannary - a 600 mmm e
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ettt
8,300 wr ==

Add Batta § pereent. 415 — =
Pt pat——— 8'125 + v * o
10,417,674 13 9
Balance of Abdul Khaman Cawn's corps of cavalry « 2,10,200 0o o

S—

Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca rupeés « 12,351,894 139

i S a——
Errors excepted.
(Signedy JOHN'BRISTOW,
Refident at the
Vizier's Court.

The following letter, and its enclofures, were received front
MTr. Briffow on the 13th-inftant, and circulated to the
Members of the Board for their perufal,

Gentlemen,

Mr. Wombwell not having notified to me the fécurity
offered by his Highnefs in the form preftribed by yout ko~
nourable Board, a correfpondence enfued, a copy of which
I have the honour to enclofe (No. 1.) and it will d@ppear at
the conclufion of it, thit Mr. Wombwell declated Lajld
Bucherage and Faquir Chund to be men of known credit
and refponfibility.

In a meafure of fuch great importance to the honourable
Company’s interefts as the'realization of a fund of above a
crore of rupees, I deem it an indifpenfable duty in me to
give my opinion; an opinion not originating from, the occas
fion, but upon record, as the tranfactions which gave rife
to it, occurrdd fo lodg ago a¥ the 3oth of July 1783 1
reprefented to your honourable Board that I had actually
faved the houfe of Calmigry Mulkand Buotchagree, by a
timely aid, from bankrtiptcy. “They dngaged for a propor-
tion of rupees 650,000, on account of the laft year's loan;
with the utmoft exertion of their credit, they fulfilled their
engagements, and fow they have contratted for above
fev-n times the fum, with lefs profpe of being réimburfed
by Government, and no change of circumftances in their

rivate affairs to increafe their credit or refponfibility.
li‘his 1s one of the houfes in Lucknow which has of late
been moft irreguldr if its payments,

Fraquir Chond is the Minifter’s private banker; butas
I have perfonally had few official tranfaltions with himi‘

I cannot fpedk fo ‘decidedly from my own experience t!?
°
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.the tredit of his houfe. I may, however, fafely ventura
to affert, from 4ll the inquiries I have sade coticernin
him, that he is by no means equal to the refponfibility he
has undertaken : indeed thefe men, or any other twonban-
kers, being even the ofténfible agents ina tranfaction -of
fuch magnitide 4nd importance, s dm idea ridlculed by
the majority of the inhabitants of Lucknow.

In conclufion, gentlemen, with every fubmiffien to your
judgement, Ibeg leave to give my-opinion, that the fecu=
rity offered by his Highnefs is fictitious; and in the event
wiil appear no miore than thé perfonal fecurity of Hyder
Beg Cawn; that he will be able t9 fulfil the engagements;
though invefted with defpotic poweér over fo extenfive &
country, is 4 great doubt with mé: I di cotiviriced hé can-
pot doit; and at the {ame tiiie furnifh the neceffary funds
for the houfehold and other cutrent demands of his High~
nefs's government; dnd I ami confirined in this opinion
from the préfent backwardnefs of thé colle€tions, There
is, however, fio faying what funi may be raifed ir 4 {hort

riéd by a violent exertion of power, and that Hyder
%eeg will ufe fuch means is hot improbable, when I confider
‘his charalter; and the general tenor pf his cordult:. his
‘purpofe may be'ferved for the time being; ‘but the effedts
Avill appear in 4 farther.decline of .the country; already
impoverifhed to {o great a degree, a$ 10 have falleti above
4 third in its annual revéntes duting the lalt feven years.

I havé cirtulated letters (ttanflations of which I have
"the honour'to enclofe; No. 2.) to all the Aumils; and 1
Thall proceed to the prefideticy as foon as his Highnefs

grants my leave of departure, e
I am; with the higheft reéfpedt; . _ .
Lucknow;  (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW;
od. Feb, 17843 ' ©  Réfident at thé

Vizier's Court;

Copy of a Letter from My, Fobn Wombinll, decsuniont, 18
Jlg « Briffows, dated’ Lucknaw; 291b _ffam,mrj 1784 ’

I have the honbtir-to infdirni,ybgi; that Ighdvé feceived.
from the Vizier thi¢ feturity -offered by his Exceliency for
the difcharge of the bilance du# from hir 16 the Company;

and for the growing payhients of the fubfidy and other tut<
rént expences:

Copy of a Letter from My, Briftow to M minbwel), Hated
: Lucknow 28th Fapuary 1984,

1 bave been honoured by thé receipt of yout lettér of
_yefterday’s date, informing me that & you had received
Fa i from
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£ from thé Vizier the fecurity offered by his Excellency
« for the difcharge of the balance due gom him to the
#¢ Company, and for the growing payment of the fubfidy,
¢ and other current expences,” The otders of the ho-
nourable Governor General and Council, as they have been
tranfmitted to me on this fubject through their fecretary,
dire¢t that I fhall leave Lucknow, upon the receipt of no-
tification from you, that his Highnefs has put inte your
hands, for the purpofes hereinabove mentioned, ¢ Fhe fecu-
s rity of bankers of known credit and refpanfibility ¥ and in
a letter, addreffed by the honourable the Governor General
ro the Vizier, the neceffity of taking the moft fpeedy
ameans to'obtain and deliver fuch fecurity is pointed out te
his Highnefs, and he is requefted then, and nat till then, to
give me leave in form to withdraw. [ enclofe you copies
<of thie papers here alluded to, that the poflibility of any
error or delay, arifing from a mifconftruétion of our re-
fpetive orders, may be avoided; and as the one I have re~
xeived is fo loofe and indefinite in the terms of it, I am to
requeft you will either favour me with a notification in
fuch fpecific language as will alone juftify me in accepting
it for any notification at all, and confequently as any au-
thority to withdraw from Lucknow; or that you will in-
form me decidedly that I am not to expect it from youy
Arguing as well from the nature of every {uch agreement,’
as from the terms of that which has on this occafion
taken place between the Vizier and the honourable Go-
wernor General and Countil, it would be abfurd to fup-
pofe an intention in the latter to aceept, without previous
inquiry into its fufficiency, of any fecurijty his Excellency
may be pleafed to offef them for the performance of his
part of the compatt. As the honourable Board has given
me’ no- inftructians on this head, I conclude that they
Jave thought proper to conftitute you to be judge of, and
accountable to themfor the validity of the fecurity now
2o be given by the Nabob. I am therefere farther to ra-
queft you will inform me, whether this latter conjeCture
is warranted, and whether you confider yourfelf as fo re-
fpoufible to them ; and if not, that you will furnifh me
‘with the attefted copies of the engagements entered into by
-the refpetive bankers. |

The conjunure being of the laft importance to the in-
terefts of the honourable Company, ‘engages me to be
thus particular, I am perfuaded, Sir, that you will think
of it as I do, and will, as I have done, wave all' forms,,
and giye me every poffible explanation in your power.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Honourable Governor
Gereral and Council 1o Mr. Jobn Biifiow, Refident ‘at 1he
Vizier's Court, dated 31/ December, 1783,

I tranfmit to you enclofed, for your informaition, by or-
der of the honourable the Goveraor General and Couacily
atranflation and copies of letters written by the Governor
General to his Excellency the Vizier. You'and your af+
fiftants will withdraw from Lucknow, when' Mr. Womb-
well informs you he has obtained ‘the {ecurities fpecified in
the former.

Lopy of & Letter from the Homourable Governor General to 1bk
Nabob Vizicr.

After a very full and mature tonfideration of the ftate of
;ogr Highnefs’s country and government, it has been re-
olved, by myfelf and the gentlemen of the Council, to
accept of the offer {fome tinte fince made by your High-
nefs, of the fecurity of bankers of known credit and re-
Iponfibility for the difcharge of the balance due from you
to the Company, and for the growing paymeunts of the
Tubfidy and other current expences, on the condition of the
recal of Meflrs. Briftow and Cowper, and withdrawing
the Company’s Refident from your Court; you will of
courlfe fee the neceffity of taking the moft fpeedy means to
obtain fuch fecurity, ahd deliver the fame to Mr. Wemb-
well, who has orders to receive charge of the papers of Mr.
Briftow’s office, and to remain for the purpofe of keeping
the accounts of payments made from your circar to the
Company ; and it is my requeft, that your Highnefs will
then, and not till then, give to Mr. Briftow leave in form
to withdraw. He will accordingly depart and return to
Calcutta, and fignify your order to Mr. Cowper and the
other afliftants of lys office to the fame effect, that they
may alo return to Calcutta. ’
A true copy.
{Signed) E. HAY, Sec,

Mr. Wombwell to M. Brifiaw, in reply.

I have the honourof your letter of the 27th, and a copy
of a letter from the Secretary to you.

I have tranfmitted to the honourable the Governor Ge-
neral 3nd Council a copy of the fecurity offered by the Vi-
zier for the difcharge of the balance due from his Excel-
lency to the Cowmpany, and for the growing payments of
the fubfidy and other current expences. They are the
yroper judges : I do not in any manner confider myfelf re«

le,
F 3 AMro
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Mz, Brifiow to My, PWombwell, dated 23th Fandary, 1784,

Your letter of this morning leaves me in the fame flate
of uncertainty as before, with refpet to the nature of the
feturity you have received from the Vizier for the difcharge
of the balance due from his Highnefs to the Company, and
for the growing payments of the fubfidy and other ex-
‘pences. The orders of the hongurable Goyernor General
and Council, conveyed to me through their Secretary, are
(as I have fhewn by the enclofure in my former letter tg
you) exprefs to wait a fpecific notification from you,
$¢ that the fecurity of bankers of known credit and refponfibility™
has, for the purpofes herein above mentioned, been delivers
ed to you by the Vizier. You muft confequently be fenfi-
ble I cannot accept any notification in lefs explicit terms, as
an authority either for my departure or the withdrawing of.
the Refidency. I muft, therefore, once again afk youy
whether you mean, by what you have now faid, to give me
fuch fpecific motification? 1 entreat you, Sir, to implify
our anfwer, that I may not by my prefence furnifh to the
i’linlﬁer at this Court a plea for the violation of the agree-
ent which has taken place between his Highnefs the Nay
g:)b and the honourable Governor General and Council,

Mr. Wonbwell, in veply; 29th January, 1784

T received your letter at twelve o'clock laft night.

I have had the honour of acquainting you, that I have
received from the Vizier the fecurity offered by his Excel-
lency, and that Ihave tranfmitted a copy of it to the ho-
pourable Governor General and Councils

I have complied, as far as it has been in my power, with
the directions of the Secretary.

@f-y of a Leticr from Mr. Briftow to My WWombwelly dated
2gth Fanuary, 1784,

Your letter of this morning, informing me that you
have complied, as  far as it has been in your power, with
#¢ the directions of the Secretary®—1 take the liberty to.
requeft you to oblige me with a copy of that direction,
fince, if you are not authorifed, or rather, if you are not
enjoined by it, to give me a more precife and fpecific notifi«
cation than any you have yet favoured me with, it followg
that the orders we have refpeCtively received from our {upe-

iors, and through the fame chanael, are in perfect contras
Si&ion to each other.
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My, Wombwell,. in reply, dated 29th Fanuary, 1984.

In reply to your letter of this date, I enclofe the copies
of the Secretary’s letter to me, and of my addrefs to the
Board. '

Though I have it notin command from the Board, I do,
to prevent any farther correfpondence on this fubjed, in-
form you, that the bankers are Lalla Butcherange and Lalia
Fakeer Chund, men of known credit and refponfibility.

Copy of a Letter from My, Secretary E. Hay to Mr. ¥,
Wombwell, dated Fors William, Seco Deplrtment, 3d Fae
nuaryy 1784.

I obey the orders of the honourable General and Coun-
cil, in requiring you to repair immediately to Lucknow 3
and the Refidency being withdrawn frem that flation, on
his Eycellency the Vizier's offer on fuch condition to give
the fecurity of bankers of known credit and refponfibiljty
for the difcharge of the balance due from his Excellency to
the Company, and for the growing payments of the fubfidy
and other current expences, it is the Board’s command that .
you receive fuch fecurity from the Vizier, and the charge
from Mr. Briftow of the accounts and papers of his office.
It is the Board’s erder alfo that you remain at Lucknow,
for the purpofe of keeping the accounts of payments made
from the Vizier to the Company. The Vizier has been
defired to give Mr. Briftow leave in form ‘to withdraw,

“when his Excellency has given the fecurity before men-
tioned, and not till then.

I enclofe two letters fromr the Vizier to the Governor
General, and two to Mr. Briftow, which you are directed
to deliver to them refpetively, immediatsly on your arri-
val at Lucknow,

Copy of a Letter ﬁ;am Mr. Fobn Pombwell, Accountant, ts.
the Honourable Warren Hafiings, Efq. Governor General,
and Council. ~

1 have the honour t6 tranfmit to you the copy of a letter
T have received from the Vizier, and a tranflation of the le-
curity (the original being with me) offered by the Vizier
for the difcharge of the balance due from his Excellenty to
the Company, and for the growing payment of the fubfidy
and other current expences, '

Tyanflation of a circular Letter from My. Briflow tq the Au=
,mils of his Highnef[s the Vizier’s Government,

. Agreeably to the' orders of the honourable Governoy
General and Councily I withhold from any farther collec-

¥4 tions
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tions on account of the honourable Company’s aflignments,
and you will make your future payments in conformity td
the Vizier’s direCtions. I write this for your information,

Tranflation of a Letter from M. Brifiow to Hyder Beg Cawn,
/ data{;d February, 1784 ’

You will herewith receive a copy of the letter I have thig
day written t6 the Aumils, ‘the contents 6f which you will
tnderfiand, ]

) ‘True tranflations.
(Signed) " J. NNEAVE,
Affiftant to the Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

The following minutes, and their enclofures, were deli-
vered by the Governor General oni the 14th inftant, and
taken to the othér Members of the Board, by the Secre=
tary, in circulation: : :

Fort William, February, 1784,
To Mr. Wembwell, Lucknow.

SIR,

"The Governor General intending to vifit the dominiong
of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore dire& you 'to obey all
fuch orders and inftrutions as he may from this time think
proper to iffue to you in his own name, and in all refpedts
to confider his fingle authority as of the {ame force, unti
this order fhall be revoked, asthat of the Governor Gene
and Council colletively. ' B

' We are, Sir,
" Your moft obedjent humble fervapts.‘

The fame order to be written to Mr. Willis, at Furrug~
&abad; and to Mr. Francis Fowke, at Benares.
A true copy.
’ : E. HA Y, Scc.

Fort William, February, 1784,
To Colonel Gilbert Ironfide, commanding the Troops at’
: Cawnpores '
SIR,

The Governor General intending to vifit the dominion
of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore direct you to obey al
fuch opders and inftrpétions as he may from this time think;
proper toiffue to you, and to the troops under your com-

and, 