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PAPERS
Rave sechion

RESPECTING THE

PINDARRY AND MAHRATTA WARS.

PRINTED IN CONFORMITY TO THE

RESOLUTION OF THE COURT OF PROPRIETORS OF EAST-INDIA STOCK,

of the 8d March 1824.

By J. 2. Cos, GrEar QUEEN-S?KEER; .



Rave sechon

smmsrmmrne

AT A

GENERAL COURT

OF THE

UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING TO
THE EAST-INDIES,

Held at their House in Leadenhall Street, on Wednesday,
the 3d March 1824,

It was moved, and on the Question,

Resolved, That there be laid before this Court, all Correspondence
and other Documents to be found on the public Records of this
House, which regard the Administration of the Marquis of Hastings,
which may enable the Court to judge of the Propriety of entertain-

“ing the Question of further Remuneration to the late Governor-
General.



LIST QF PAPERS

RESPECTING

THE PINDARRY AND MAHRATTA WARS.

s Y
CORRESPONDENCE.
From To
Bengal Government —_— = The Secret Committee
Do. - - - - - - The Court of Directors
Do. - - - - - - The Secret Committee
Do. - - - - - - Do. - - -
Do. - - - - - - Do. - - -
Do. - - - - - - The Cowrt of Directors -
Do. - - - - - - The Secret Committee
Do. - - - - = = The Court of Directors
Do. - - - . -~ = The Secret Committee
Do. - - - - - - Do. - - -
Do. - ~ - Do. - - _ -

t

[

t

Mr. Warden (C}uef Secretary to} Mr. Dowdeswell (Chief Secretarytoy,

Government of Bombay) -
Mr. Jenkins (Resident at Nagpore)

Bengal Government - - -
Do. - - - .+ .~ - Do
Do. - - - - - ~ Do
Do. - - - - - - Do.
Do. - - - - - -
Do. - - - - -
Do. - - -« -« - - Do
Do. -~ - Do.

-

-

-

-+

The Court of Directers
- The Secret Committee

-

Governor General in Council)
Mr. Warden -

The Secret Committee

Captain Sydenham (Agent in Berar) Mr. Russell (Resident at Hyderabad)

Madras Government - -
Bengal Government - -

Do. - -, " - - -  Do.
Madras Government - - - Do
Mr. Dalzell (Assistant Ma gistrate

of Guntoor) - -
Mzr. Oakes (Collector of Guntoor) - Do.
Mr.Dalzel - =~ =« - - Do

Do. - - - - - - Do.

Do. - - - - - - Do.
Mr. Newman (Magistrate of Cudda»} . Do

pah) - - - - *

PDo. - - - - - - Do,

Do. - - - - - Do.
Mr. Ross (Collector of Cuddapa.h) - Board of Revenue at Madras

Do. - - - - Do.
Mr. Long (Maglstrate of Ra_]ah-

mundry) -
Mr, Newman - -« = = Do

Messrs. Ellis and Oakes (Magls-} Do
trate and Collector of Guntoor) *

-

-

- The Court of Directors
- The Secret Committee

-

} Madras Secretary -

-

-

(b)

»

} Secretary to the Madras Government

a

Date
16 Aug. 1811
1 Mar. 1812
25 - -

24 April -

3 June -
11 - -

2 Oct. -
15 - -
18 Nov. -

4 Feb. 1813
29 Mar., -~

5Feb. =
23 Mar. -
30 June -

2 Oct. -
13 Nov. =

7 Dec. -
21 .

8 Feb. 1814
29 April -
23June -
24 April --
24 Jan. 1816
22 Feb. -
20 Mar,. -
29 April -
12 Mar. -~
13 - =
15 - -
16 - -
18 - -
9 - -
24 - -
23 -~ =
24 - -~
293, - =
28 - -
31 » -

Page
L

6

9

10

12

13

14

15

18

17
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From

Messrs. Ellis and Oakes (Magis-
trate and Collector of Guntoor)

LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE.

Te
} Madras Secretary - -

Colonel Marriott (Commissioner at} Do. « - - - .

Kurnoul) - -
The Secret Committee
Bengal Government
Bombay Government
Bengal Government
The Secret Committee
Madras Government

Mr.
Ganjam) - -

Madras Government

The Court of Directors

‘Madras Government

The Court of Directors

Bengal Government
Do.

Hon. M. Elphmstone (Reeldem at}

Peona) -

Do. - - -
The Secret Committee
Bengal Government
Hon. M. Elphinstone
' Do. - - e

Governor General - *

DO. - - -
Bombay Government
Hon. M. Elphinstone

Bombay Government
Hon. M, Elphinstone

Do. - - -
Lieut, Colonel Burr -

Brigadier General Smith
Bombay Government
Hon. M. Elphinstone
Brigadier General Smith
Governor General -
Bombay Government

Lieut. General Sir T. HisIop

Do. - - - -

Mr. Jenkins (Resident at Nagpore) -

Major Pitman - -

Do. - - -
Lieut, Colonel Scott -

Do. - - -
Brigadier General Smith
"Po.” - - -

Po. - - -

Bombay Government

Captain Carnac (Resident at Baroda)

Major General Sir W. Keir

Major Agnew - -

-

?

~

Spottiswoode (Collector

-

Dute
31 Mur. 1816

- BApril -
- The Bengal Government- « - 26 Sept. -
- The Court of Directors - - - 12Dce. -
« Do. - - - - - =18 . -
- The Secret Committee - - -9 . -
- The Bengal Government- - . 4 Junel8ly
- The Court of Directors - - » 27 Jan, -
°f} Board of Revenue at Madras - - 6 . -
- The Secret Committee - - -27 . .
- The Madras Government - - - 28 Jan. 1818
- The Court of Directors - - - 20 Mar. 1817
~ The Madras Government - - 224Aprit 1818
- The Secret Committee - - - 10April 1817
- Do. - - - - - 12 . -
Governor General - - - . 16Aug.1815
- Do, ¢+ - - - - - 11 Mar. 1817
- The Bengal Government- - - 5 Jan. 1818
- The Secret Committee - - - 9June 1817
- Governor General « - - » 9May -
- Do. - - - - - -24 . -
- The Court of Directors - - - 4Sept. -
- The Secret, Committee - - - 5 - -
-« Do. - - - - - - 9Nov. -
- Sir Evan Nepean (Governor of 6 - -
Bombay - - -
~ The Secret Committee - - -2 - -
~ Governor General - - - - 6 - -
- Do. - - - - -11 - -
~ The Deputy Adjutant General of the
Fourth Divisionof the Armyof} 6 - -
the Deccan - - -
- Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop - .20 . .
« The Secret Committee - - 9Dec. -
- Governor General - - - “« 23 Nov., =~
- Lieut. General Sir M. Nightingall - 29 . .
". The Secret Committee - - - 20Dce. =
-« Deo. - - e e a -~ 1Jaun.1818
- Governor General - - - . 26 Nov, 1817
- Do. - - - - - - 3De. -
Major Pitman- - - - - 26Nov. -
- r MacLeod (Deputy Quarter
MaJoMasItir GeneSaI)p on . } 8 - -
- Captain Scott - - -—_— - -
- Adjutant General of the Army of} 20 Nov. -
the Deccan -
- Mr.Jenkins - - - « o 1De. -
- Hon. M, Elphinstone - -9 - -
- Lieut. General Sir M. thhtmgall -12 . -
- Do. - - - . - - -24 - -
- The Secret Committee - - = 2Jan.1818

Government of Bombay) -
- Captain Carpac  -; - -
= Major General Sir W. Keir -

DPrge-

40

43
44
45
46

47

48

61
67

83 =&

119
122

123

125
128

129
131

132
133

126
137
133
143
144

Mr. Warden (Chief Secretary 30} 28 Dec. 1817 —

-24 - -
-2 - -

—
—



THE PINDARRY AND MAHRATTA WARS. i

From To Date Poge

81r. Adam (Secretary to Government) Mr. Lushington ¢Acting-Secre )
to Government) - el } 31 Dec. 1817 145

Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop - - Governor General - - - .21 - . .
Lieut. Colonel Blacker (Quarter} Officer commandmo' Guzerat erld} 13

Master General) - Force - - 146
Assnéa::‘tv a?:xar_ter M&ster General} Major General Sit W. Keir - - (No Date) - —
Bombay Government - - - The Secret Committee - - - 5Jan.1818 147
Brigadier General Doveton - - AdJuttla;:tD ?ce:;enral o.f the Army of} 19 Dec. 1817 148
Lieut. ColonetBurr - - - - Mr., Warde i

) ) Govemieﬁfﬁf%fﬁ.f{:;’)’” ©} 1dan1sis 15t

Lieutenant Robertaon (Supennten-} Do. = - = - e

dant of Police at Poona) - : -
Lieut.Colonel Burr- - - - Licut. Colonel Leighton ~ . - 2 . _ 152
Captain Carnac (Resident at Baroda) Mr.Warden - - - - - 30Dec.I8I7 —
Mr. S i X

. S G Sy o) e S S o Cort o) 15

Brigadier General Doveton - - Mr. Jenkins (Resident at Nagpore) - 17 Dec. 1817 155

Governor General - - - - The Court of Directors - - - 13 Jan. 1818 15

Bombay Governmeat - <« - The Secret Committee - - - 14 . .

Brigadier Generat Sir J. Malcelm - Lieut. General Sir T.Hislop - - 15 Nov. 1817 159
Do. - - -« - - -MrAdam . - - - -2 . .

Bombay Government - - - The Secret Committee - - - 16 Jan. 1818 160

Brigadier General Doveton . - Adjuttz:tl) (g;::;al of~ the f\rmy of } 21 Dec. 1817 161

MajorMunt - - - - = Deputy Adjutant General, Secound

Division of the Army of- the} 23 - - -
Deccan - - - - -

Me. Williams - - - - - Mr. Warden - - - - -20 - - 162

Lieut. Colonel Burr - « « Do. - - - <+ < <12Jan. 1818 —

Lieutenant Robertson - « - (NoAddress) - ~ - - =10 - - 165

Secretary at Madras~ - - - The Secret Committee - - -20 - . 166

Lieut. Geuneral Sir T. Hislop - - Governor General « - - - 23Dec. 1817 —
PDo. - - - - - - Do. - - - - - 25 - - 172

Brigadier General Doveton Ad_)uiﬁzt Dgggr:-al ot_' the _Army of } % - - 133
Do. = - +« - - =« Do. - - =« -« - =30 - - 175

Mr. Jenkins - - - - « Mr. Adam - - - - -~ — - - 176

Mr. Strachey - - - - <« Mr.Cobb - - - - - 21 Jan. 1818

Bombay Government - « - The Secret Committee - - -2 - - 077

Lieutenant Robertson - - - Mr.Warden - - - - -4 - - 18

Hon. M. Elphinstone - - - Governor General - - - - 4 - - 179

Lieut. Colonel Prother - -~ - Lieut. Colonel Conway (Adjutant

: General of the Army of the} 2 - - 180
Deccan) - - .

Bombay Government - - - The Secret Committee - - - 6Feb. - 182

Captain Carnac «- ~ -« -Mr.Wardem - -~ - ~ -18Jan. -

Major General Sir W. Keir - - Captam Carpac - - =~10 - - 18
Do. - . - - -« =« Lieut. General erT’Hlslop - e= -~ ==
Do. -~ - - - - - Lieut. Colonel Gordon (Adjutant - _ 184

General of the Bombay Army)

Brigadier General SirJ. Malcolm - Mr.Adam - - - - - 24Dec.I817 —
Doo. = <« =« « « = Do - =~ - - 1Jan.1818 187
Do. - - - - - - Lieut. General erT Hxslop - - —_— - - —
Do. - = =« = = « Do = =« =« =« <« o= . . 18
Doo. = = =~ = =~ =MrAdam - - - < < 6 - . —
Po. = - =« = < _ Do = - -« - <« -7 - - 19

Licut. General Sir T. Hislop - - GovernorGeneral - -~ - - 19Dec:1817 196



-iY

From
Captain Sydenham -

Brigadier General Pritzler - -

Lieutenant Robertson (Superinten-
dant of Police at Pouna) -

Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop
Governor General - - -
Bombay Gaveroment « - -
Hon. M. Elphinstone - - .

Do. - - -
Lieut, General San Hlslop
Brigadier General Doveton

Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop

Hon. M. Elphinstone - - -
Do. - - - - - -
Lieut. Colonel M‘Morine - - .

Bombay Government -
Hon. M. Elphinstone - - =«
‘Brigadier General Smith - - -
Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop
Hon. M. Elphinstone - - .
Brigadier General Smith -
Hon. M. Elphinstone . . =«

Do.

- - - - - -

-

Do. - - - - - -
Do. - - - - . -
Mr. Jenkins «
Brigadier General Hardyman

Do. - - - - - -
Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop - -
Major General Sir W. Keir -

Do. - - - - - -

Do. - - - - =« =

Do. - ° - - -

Lieut. General Sir T Hnslop
Major General Sir W, Keir - -

Lieut. Colonel Blacker (Quarter-}
Master General) - -

Bombay Government - - -
Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop - -
Lieut. Coloue! Conway (Ad.]utant}

Geuneral of the Army of the
Deccan) - - -

Lieut. Gener alSir T. Hislop - -

Major General Sir J. Malcolm - -
Hon, M. Elphinstone - - -
Do. -~ - - =« - =
Brigadier General Pritzler
Hon. M. Elphinstone - - <
Do. - - - - -
Bombay Government - -
Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop
Brigadier General Munro

1
L

LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE.

To Date
llonPl(\’lo.nf)lphx.nstone (Rmdcnt at} 21 Jan. 1818
Lieut. Colounel Burr - . - -2 . -
Mr. Warden (Chicf Secretary to

Government of Bombay) - } a - -
Governor Generul - - . - 3 - -
The Court of Direciors - - - .8Feb. -
The Secret Committee - . <19 - -
Governor General -« - - - 25 Dec. 1817

DO. - - - -
Do. - - - .

Adjutant General of the Arm
the Deccan -

Governor General - - - .

9Jan. 1818
Mr. Warden - - - - - 12Feb. -
Mr. Adam (Secretary to Government) — - -
Mr. Jenkins (Resident at Nagpore) - GJan. -
The Secret Commnittee - . - - 4 March -
Mr. Warden - - . . - 26 Feb. -
Hon. M. Elphinstone - - .21 - -
Governor General - - - -22Jan. -
Mr. Warden - - - - « 16Feb. -
Hon. M. Elphinstone . - .12 - =
Mr. Warden - - - -18 - -

. ie
i S Gt ST w0
Mr.Warden - - - - -2 - -
Brigadier General Smith - - - 16 - -
Mr.Warden - - - - = 14 Jan.

Mr. Jenkins - - = = 19 Dec. 1817
Lieut. Colonel Nicol (Adjutant Ge-

neral) } - = -
Governor General = - . - 28 Jan. 1818
Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop - -31 - .
Brigadier General Sir J. Malcolm

(Political Agent to Governor} 8Fcb., -

General) - - - -

Do. - - . - - - 10 - -
Adjutant Gencral of the Army - «J1 . -
Governor General - - - - 2 . -
Adjutaut General of the Army - - 13 .- -
Major General Sir W, Keir - - 6 - .
The Secret Committee - - - 25 March -
Governor General - - - =16Feb. -
Major General Sir W, Keir - - — -

ir Evan Nepean Governor of
Sir Bombay)‘-) -( - } B - -
Mr. Warden - - - - =17 <« -
Governor General - - - - bMarch -
Mr. Adam - - « <« 2 26Feb. -
Lieut. Colonel Conway - - - 2March -
Mr.Warden - = = = =10 - -
GovernorGeneral - =« = = 7 = =
The Secret Comimittee - - - 11 April -
Governor General - - =+ =-23Jan. -

Adjutant General of
the Deccan

-

8 -

- - 31 Jan. 1818

Y °f} 30 Dec. 1817

Page
197
199
201

22
233
207
204
210
214

210

217
218
219

B1 1 |§i§|i§|i§§|

230
231
232

234
25

237

238
239
240
242
243
247
248

the ‘}""Y.d} 24 Dec. 1817  —



THE PINDARRY AND MAHRATTA WARS., ¢

From To Date Page
Lleut. Gencral Sir T. Hislop ‘- Governor General - ~ < . 28Jan.1818 249

‘Major General Sir W. Keir - = Lieut. Colonel Blacker (Quarter} 20

Master General) - - ==
H ¥ - - - - Adjuta
Major Newall J“D ::c glene.ral of Army of the} 8 - . 9250
Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop - - Governor General = . . «81 .~ .
ieut. - - = Adjuta
Lieut. Colonel Heath j D:;cglenﬁral o-f Army of the} 27 . . 95
Brigadier General Pritzler - - Brigadier Genéeral Munro - «18 - . —
Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop - - GovernorGeneral - - . . 8Feb. - 252
Do. - - = - = Do, - - - - . .23 . .
Brigadier General Sir J. Malcolm
(Political Agent to GOVEI‘DOI} Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop - --15 - . 9253
General) - -
Do. - « ~ ~ = - Do - - . - - 17 - . =
Licut. General Sir T. Hislop - - Governor General = -~ « -98 . . 954
Do. ~ -« - =« - =« Do. - - - - . - 7Mirch - 258
Do. = - - = =~ ~ Do, « - - + . .21 - .
Hon.P l(\:) nglpbmstfne (Resxdem at} Do. - _ : . ) _90 - .
Do. - - - - - Do. - - - - =3l - 4 -
Do. - - « =« = = Mr. Ward C S
Do ngerrextr:Jegtl::F fBof:;:;a;ry t?} 21 -~ - 29
Brigadier General Pritzler - - Adjutant General - - . .25 . -
Do. «» - - - - - Do. - - - - - - 27 - - —
Brigadier General Sir J. Malcolm - Mr. Adam, Secretary to Government 22 - -~ 260
Do. = =« « =« =« = Do « -« - - < -2 - - -
Major General Sir W. Keir - - Lieut. Colonel Conway (Ad Jutant} 1 - . —
General, Fort St. George)
Lieut, Colonel Stanhope,- - - Major General Sie W.Keir - - 9 - - —
Major General Sir W. Keir - - Lieut. Colonel Conway - - -13 - - 261

Bombay Government - = < The Secret Committee - - - 22April - 262
Lieut. General Sir T. Hislop ~ - Governor General - - - . 31 March - —
Bombay Government « - .= The Secret Committee - - - 25April - 264
Lieut. Colonel Prother - = - AdjutantGeneral - - - -17 +« + —
Lieut. Colonel Imlack - « - Mr. Hale (Resident at Malwan) -5 - - 265
Bombay Government - - = TheSecret Committee - - - 11May «~ —
HonPﬂi niﬂ)lphmstqone (Resxdent at} Mr. Warden - - - - - 2Apil - —
Mr, Adam (Secretary to Government) HonPM. lsllphmstone (Resndent at } 15 Dec. 1817 266
oona - A

Brigadier General Sir J. Malcolm - Mr.Warden - - -

DO. - - - - -

- 24 April 1818 268
Governor General « - - -« I14 March -

“Do. = - « - - - Do - - - - . . 8April" » =

Do = = - = =« =« Do =« = « - -« 2 - - 29
Lieut. Colonel Adams - - - Brigadier General Doveton - - (Nodate) - 271
Mr. Szit;%)er (.ColleftorofAhmed—} Hon. M. Elphiostone - - - 6May - o~
Hon. M. Elphinstone + - <Mr.Adam - - - - - 7 - - =
Bombay Government <+ = = TheSecret Committee - - -16 - - 272
Mr. Pottinger (Collector atAhmed } Hon. M. Elphinstone - ~ - 30April - o~

nugger) - -

Lieut. Colonel M: Dowall - - Do. - - - T <« 25 - - 273
Hon. M. Elphiostone . - =« Mr.Warden - - - « - 9May - =~
Mr, {a rGa.x)'antc ({’olltlcalAgent at Sat- } Hon. M. Elphinstone - - - 7 - - —
Brigadier General Smith - = Do - -« « =~ -~ -9 - -« 2/4
CaptainDavis - <« - - Captaip Halifax - - - - 7 - - 275
Hon. M. Elphinstone -~ - - Mr.Warden -~ - - - -12 - - 2/6
Brigadier General Munrp - - Hon Mr. Elphinstone - - -6 - - =

(c)



yi LIST OF COBRESPONDENCE.

Lieutenant G Friné M. Nighi e Date  Page
eutemant Gegeral Sir vightin..
l galln gerat >t e } Governor in Council at Bombay - 14 May 1818 2/g

‘Lieutenant Colone} Prother . - Adjutant Geperal - - - -10 - -

Bombay Government - - .« TheBecretCommittee = - 19 ‘a . + o
‘Brigadier General Munro - * Hon. M. Elphinstone - . .11 - . -
-Governor General - ~ =~ - TheCourt of Directors - . -19 . . 230
Bombay Government - - - The Secret Committee - - -3 < . 23
Hon. M. El hmstone Resnd nt
on . B (Reidnt w) M Wt Ukt Sy . o
Brigadier General Dovetqn - - Hon. M. Elphmstone (Resxdent at
) Poona)~ - } 10 - - -
Lieut. Col. Heath - - - = Brigadier General Doveton - =5 - -
‘Brigadier General Malcolm - - Captain Carnac (Resident at Baroda) (No date) - 28
Hon. M. Elphinstone - -+ -Mr.Warden- - . . .18 May . —

M ogmgsr (Collector at Ahmed- 3. y1on, M. Elphinstone - -16 - . —

Hon. M. Elphinstone - - -Mr,Warden - - . . 18-. . o8

.Captaxélng:ixs,%'gs (Pol:tlcal -Agenf m} Hon. M.-Elplinstone }

Hon. M. Elphinstone - - - Mr.Warden - . - . .18 . .

B 1

Captg::tggm _(Polmcal Agent at} Colonel Prother e e - . 16 - .
Licutenant General Sir M. ngﬁtm-} Governor in Councii atBombay 15 - .

gall - -
Lieutenant Colonel Prother - . Lieut. Colonel Leighton (Adjutant} 12
General) - - . ;

Lieutenant General Su' M. nghtm
gall -

Lieutenant Colonel Prother -« Adjutant General of the Army of} 13

} Governor in Council at Bombay -19 - .

._ the Deccan -
Do - - =« - =~ < Do - - - « < .20Apri
Major Hall (Resident at Malwarra) - Lieutenant Colonel Prother - .24 - .

Lieuteuant Colonel Kennedy - - Adjutant General of tbe Army of
i ’ the Deccan - y } 17 May

Mr. Pelly (Kesident at Fort Vic-} Mr. Henderson (Secretary to Qo-} 19 .
toria) - - vernment of Bombay)

51088 081

Captain Munn - - - - Captain Briggs (Political Agent in} 15 - .
Candeish) - - -

Major Eldridge - - - - - CaptainHalifax - - . . 29April -
Do - - - - - - Do - - - - - - 4May -
Do - - - - - <« Do - =+« -« . . .8 - .

Hon. M. Elphinstone - - I Mr/Warden - . - . .21May

Captain Grant - - - - Hon. Mr. Elphinstone - . -16 - .

Major Thatcher -« - - - Captain Grant e

Brigadier General Malcolm - - Mr.Warden - - - - - 12 - .
Do -« - - - - - GovernorGeneral - - . .10 - .

Do - =« =+ = - sMrAdam ~ - . . 15 - .

]
.
1]

4

Lieutenant Colonel Kennedy - Adjutant General -20 - -
Lieutenant Colonél Prother Do. - - - = = 21 - -
Mr. Secretary Lushington - - Mr. Secretary Cobb - = « 2Juge -
Licutenant General Sir T.Hislop -~ Vice President in Council, Bengal - 2March -
« Do. - =+ -~ = -  «GovernorGeneral - - - -1 - -
Lieutenant Colonel Adams - - Lieutenant Colonel Nicol - «l4Jan, -
Major Clarke - < - Captajn Hen]ey - - - - — - -
Cdptain Kenfledy - - - - Major Clarke - - - - - — . -
Mr. Adam (Secretary to Government) Mr.-Lushington e - 21 March -
Do. - - - - - « Mr. Metcalfe - .
“Do. - - - - - - - Mr. Lusbington - - - -3 - -

L]

8181881181881 188181 B |



THE PINDARRY AND MAHRATEA WARS

: From

Lieut. Colonel Nicol (Ad _yutaanev

neral) - A
DO - - '@ -

Mr. Adam (Secretary to Government) Mzr. Lushington, (Acting Se

Governor Geneml . -
Mr.Adam . -: -
Lieutenant Colonel NlCOl
Major General Marshall

Lieut. Colonel Nicol -
Lieut. Colonel Adams -
Lieut. Colonel MacMorine
Lieut. Colonel Adams =
Lient. Colonel MacMorine
-Do.- - < = a
Lieut. Colonel Adams -
Lieut. Coloniel MacMorine

Captain Scoft - -
Lieut. Colone! Nicol -
Mr.Adam - - - .

Lieut. Colonel Nicol
Major O’Brien - = -
Lieut. Colonel Nicol
Mr.Adam - - -
Lieut. Colonel Nicol
Major General Marshall -
Lieut. Colonel Nicol- =
Lieut.€olonel Adams -
Lieut. €olonel MacMorine
Major Richards = =
Lieut. Colonel Nicol
Magor General Mirshall -
-~Do.- - - =
Do. - - - =
Li'é'ut. Colonel Nieol =
Major General Marshall -
- Do. - - - 2
“Do.” « " -7z
Mr. Wauchope -
Major General Marshall
Mr. Wauchope -~ = =
Major General-Marshall
Lieut.Colonel Adams -
Major General Marshall
- Do. - - .

i 1

1y

3

" 1] [

1

Mr. Jenkins, (Resuient at Barodd)

Major General Marshall
- DO - - + -
Lieut. Colonel Nicol -
Major.General Marshall
Do. - - - -
Captain Stewart
Mr. Adam - - -
Jdeut. Montgomerie -

- -

e

Governor General -

-

[ LI LA Y Y TR PR N

| B AR L T L L 4

Yo

-

-

1

-
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PAPERS

RESPECTING THE

PINDARRY AND MAHRATTA WARS.

EXTRACT SECRET LETTER firom BENGAL,
Dated the 16th August 1811,

HEeREe it may not.be-improper to -notice the great and increasing number and
power of ‘the Pindarries, who principally infest the southern parts of Hindoostan,
and the northern quarter of the Deccan. :

Their power appears to be gradually assuming an organized form, ‘and they
already possess considerable tracts of country, and many strong fortresses: To
this. Dowlut Rao Scindia’s- late impolitic release of the celebrated leaders of
Pindarries, Cheetoo and Kurreem, whomn he had held in confinement during
many years, but whom his pecuniary distresses have at length induced him-to
liberate, on their agreeing to pay a ransomr of ten' lacs of rupees, under.the’
security of Rana Zalim Sing'of Kota. Their liberation had long been a subject
of negotiation with Scindia, and their final release’is reported in a despatch-from
the late Resident at Scindia’s court.

We deem it proper to transmit enclosed, for your Honourable Committee’s
nformation; a Memorandum drawn up by the Tate Resident at Hyderabad,
Captain Sydenham, towards the close of the year 1809, containing a compre-
hensive and accurate account of this predatory tribe, their habits, modes of
action, their then computed numbers, and the evils and dangers which the
continued existence and certain augmentation of their power, if not seasonably
checked, were calculated to produce. To that memorandum is annexed a cop
of a letter from Lieutenant §ydenham, exhibiting some further details relative
to this host of freebooters. Since that time their numbers have greatly iucreased,
and their future operations under their recently liberated leaders, may be
expected to be more formidable and important. Their depredations in the
Deccan, during the last c6ld season, were more bold and extensive than at any
former period ; and your Honourable Committee will observe, by a despatch
from the Resident at Nagpore of the 27th December 1810, that the’capital of
Nagpore itself is not considered safe from the attack of this powerful body.

In the plenitude of the power of the Mahratta chieftains, the Pindarries
were attached to, and usually accompanied, the Mahratta armies.. They now
appear to form for the most part a separate and independant body, but, as
observed in the memorandum above referred to, to follow the standard of any
turbulent or ambitious chieftain, or of any desperate adventurer, as well as to
prosecute their own separate views of rapiné and devastation.

Extract from Captain Sydenham’s Memorandum of the Pindarries -towards the
close of 1809.

The Pindarries: generally invade a country in bodies’ from four thousdnd to
one thousand each. :They advance to the frontier with such rapidity, that the
account of their depredations is generally the first intelligence of their approach,
As soon as they pass the frontier, they disperse ini small parties from five hun-
dred to two hundred each. . They are not encumbered with tents, bazars, or

(1) baggage

Pindarry
Aggressions.

Bengal
Secret Letter,
16 Aug. 1811.
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baggage of any description. They carry nothing but their arms, and their
saddlecloths are their beds; both men and horses are accustomed to endure
extraordinary fatigue. They make long and successive marches. They never
halt except to refresh themselves, to collect their plunder, and to indulge their
passions of lust and cruelty. They subsist themselves and their horses on the
grain and provisions which they plunder on'their march. They carry off every
thing which is valuable and easy of-convgyance: what they cannot carry off
they wantenly destroy. They indulge their licentious passions upon the women,
and sometimes destroy the miserable females whom they have ﬁ}:t robbed, and
then polluted by their savage embraces. They beat and wound and murder the
unfortunate inhabitants. They compel them to clean their horses, to provide
forage,. to collect provisions, and to carry such parts of their plunder as are too

bulky to be put upon their horses. They seldom leave a village without setting
fire to the houses and grain. s

They avoid fighting; for they come to plunder, not to fight. They have
neither encampments nor regular halting places. They move to a certain
distance, and halt a few hours to refresh themselves and their horses, they then
resume their march.

Their movements are équally rapid and uncertain, . Being dispersed into small
bodies, and marching in any direction where they expect plunder, it is difficult
to procure certain intelligence of their position or their numbers, They retire
with nearly the same rapidity as they approach, and they have generally reached

theif strong-holds, and secured their booty, before a. Government can adopt

any actual measures to repel them.

As they destroy every thing which they canoot carry off, and as they exercise
thé most wanton and inhuman cruelty upou the inhabitants, their depredations
are not to be nieasured by the quantity of booty which they acquire. What they
destroy is generally more valuable to a country than what they carry aw?fv. The
inhabitants desert their villages, -and seek refuge in the walled towns, -and in the
recesses of neighbouring woods and mountains. It is some time before they
venture to return to their villages ; and after their return, it is some ‘time
before they can resume their labours. Many of the inhabitants abandon their
villages, which are exposed to such sudden attacks and to.such merciless
spoliations. -

These are not-the only evils ; every incursion of Pindarries affords the means
fo the Collectors to defraud the Government., The depredations of these
freebooters are much exaggerated, to justify the Collector in a larger reduction
of the public revenues than would be warranted by the actual loss sustained by
those depredations.

Tt is unnecessary to dwell upon the enormous evil which is suffered by the
proximity of an army of freebooters, who subsist upon plunder, and who take
advantage of every opportunity of carrying their ravages through the territories
of all the regular Governments within their reach. The incursions of these
common enemies to peace and tranquillity are as regular as the periodical returns

‘of the monsoon. The blessings which a bounteous Providence showers at stated

periods upon the thirsty plains of the Deccan, are as regularly defeated by-a host
of plunderers, who seem to wait with malicious pleasure till the crops are ripe
upon the ground, in order that the unfortunate husbandman may be robbed of
the fruits of his labours, at the moment when he ought te reap them.

The extirpation of such a race of men would be not only a measure of policy,
but a service to humanity itself.

It must be evident that no system of defence, and no distribution of troops,
can completely protect a country against the occasional depredations of the
Pindarries. The employment of infantry in the pursuit of them is quite out of the
question. Even the'cavilry, regularly equipped, is scarcely capable of over-
taking an enemy who is prepared Atid -aceustomed to. move with the greatest
rapidity, and has nothing with him to retard his movements. It has alread
been observed, that it is very difficult to obtain correct _mformau.on of the
position -and nuinbers of the Pindarries, -As they are dispersed into small
bodiés who aré moving rapidly in different dirgctions, intelligence of them is
irregular, uncertain, and sometimes contradictory. If one of theu;) alqt;.ht

) Ities
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parties should be overtaken and destroyed, the other parties may retreat with
impunity. ) '

A permanent system of defence is productive of permanent expense and
cotistant mcdxivgnience; and no system of defence, however well arranged, can
cover all the points of an extensive frontier; through which the Pindarries cati

penetrate into the Deccan. 'As they march without guns or baggage; every
road is accessible and easy. '

It would appear that the number of the Pindarries has been gradually
increasing fot the four last years, and it probably amounts at present'to twenty-
five thousand. Their numbers, strength, and resources, will probably continue
to increase rapidly. They are already possessed of considerable tracts of land,
and their possessions will of course be more extensive. Some parties ofsthem
appear to be in the service, or at the requisition of Holkar and Scindia ; other
parties do not appear to be attached to' any chieftain. Indeed, the_ nature of
their connexion with Holkar and Scindia appears vague and indefinite ; and
the influence and authority of those princes over any of the Pindarries seem
too weak and uncertain.

The strength of the Pindarries is already so formidable, and such importance
is atfached to their assistance or opposition, that we observe Meer Khan,. the
Nabob .of Bhopaul, and the Rajah of Berar, negotiating with thém, to procure
their active assistance, or to secure at least their neutrality. The Rajah of
Berar, indeed, at one time proposed to take a body of them into his servicey
and to allot for their subsistence lands ‘near the river Nerbudda. As their
numbers and resources increase, their importance will become greater.

In their present condition, their numbers: enable them to furnish: 4 most
destructive weapon, to any power that may be inclined, to disturb the tranquillity
of another State. An invasion which might otherwise be resisted, becomes
extremely formidable by their co-operation and assistance.. ‘They are naturally
at all times prepared tq follow the standard of any turbulént or ambitipus chief-
tair, ot of any despérate adventutrer. They are incapable of formal engage-
ments ; they have nofregular system of interest or policy to putsue ; .they have
no form of government to defenid. They are free from all those obligations,
both political and moral, which serve to restrain and suppress the irregular
proceedings of established States. They are not subservient to any commor
leader, whose' duthority can be récognized, arid who can be responsible for their
conduct.

If they continue to increase in mumber and strength: and to remain unmo-
lested by surrounding States, it will be difficult to foresee to what objects.their.,
powet may ultimately be directed.- They may either establish some State
amongst themselves; ‘or they may lend their aid to the ambitious views of some
military chieftain in Hindoostan. They will, of course, take advantage of
every favourable occasion to repeat their incursions into the Deccan, and they
must subsist by ravaging the territories of all the petty chieftains which are
scattered between Bundlecund, the Chumbul, aid the Nerbudda. .

The existerice of those large bands' of frepbooters tiolds out an encourage-

ment to all the' disaffected and turbulent in the neighbouring; States. Every.

horseman who is discharged from'the setvice of a regular goverrnnent, or who
wants employmient and subsistence; joins one of the diirrahs * of the Pindar-
ries; so.that nio vagabond who has a horse and a sword at his command can be
at a loss for employment. Thus the Pindarries are continually receiving aun
-nccession of associates from the most.desperate and profligate of mankind.
Every villain who escapes from his ‘creditors,.whq is gxpelled from t!xe commu-
nity for some flagrant crime,, who has been discarded from employment, or who
is disgusted with an honest and peaceable life, flies to- Hindoostan, and enrols
himself amongst the Pindarries. This has been very much the practice at
Hyderabad, and the preat towns in the' Nizam’s dominicns, for the l-anst four
years. - . s

It is some time since I received any distinct information of the strength and
distribution of the Pindarries. About two' years ago they consisted of four
' ' - 4 principal

# A principal division of Pindarries.
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Pindarry  principal divisians or durrahs. The leaders of those durrahs were Kurreem,
Asg"_e’_'_‘f_“s' Cheetoo, Ranjan, and Dost Mahomed. Of those leaders, Kurreem and
Capt. Sydeshams Cheetoo were independent, though they professed obedience to Scindia.
Memorandum. Ranjan’s division was nominally in the service of Holkar ; but I do not know
whether it is really under his authority. Dost Mahomed was attached to

Scindia, and was obedient to him.

This is a very general, and may be imperfect account of the Pindarries. It

_ is probable that their divisions may now be more numerous, and that some

alteration may have taken place in tbe situation and ifterest of the principal
leaders of those divisions.

Letler from Lieutenant Sydenham -accompanying the preceding, date’ Camp,
March 18tk 1810.

I now do myself the pledsure to communicate to you a few observations
respecting the Pindarries. Your memorandum concerning them, which I have
‘lately seen, comprehends every thing that can be said respecting their mode of
invasion, the extraordinary rapidity of their movements, the dreadful effects of
their ravages, and the horrid cruelties which they exercise, without the slightest
compunction or remorse, upon the unfortunate inhabitants of the countries
through which they pass. Your remarks upon these points are strictly con.
formable to every account which has reached me of the Pindarries, within the
period of our late movements. There can be no doubt that they are most
hardened villains, and destitute of all the common feelings of humanity, since
they plunder, burn, destroy, ravish, inflict torture, and murder with the greatest
barbarity and wantonness, and look with the most unrelenting apathy upon the
miseries which they occasion to their fellow creatures.

I have endeavoured for some time past to procure information of the numbers
of the Pindarries, of their different durrahs or divisions, of the characters and
interests of their leaders, and of their terms of service ; byt the accounts which
I have received upon these subjects have been various and contradictory, I
examined two Pindarries, who were taken prisoners and brought into our
camp ; but their statements were vague and confused, and differed in the most
essential points. From the imperfect materials in my possession, I must con-
fess my inability-to-give any thing in the shape of a regular or accurate account
of the Pindarries. The following description is the resylt of a comparison’ of
different statements, which I have attentively considered.

About ten or twelve years have elapsed since the death of Heeroo and
Burrun, who were formerly the principal leaders of the Pindarries. They did
not then, I believe, exceed ten thousand men; but shortly afterwards their
numbers were considerably augmented by Kurreem Khan, who added another
durrah to their force, which has been continually increasing, and amounts now,

- by all accounts, to twenty thousand, divided as follows:

Kurreem Khan’s durrah ..icicevcecsenceccenasccnscecasss 8,000
Cheetoo’s cecescens QItt0 secerscncesccnassessoccesancs soe 5,000
Dost Mahomed’s ditto .veeesscsseseecsensassesesceeoeee.. 4,000
‘Under the different petty leaders cocoseeesaeggocesceece.. 3,000

. 20,000 *

Kurreem Khan’s durrah includes the parties of Kawder Buksh, Khaujah
Buksh, and Iman Buksh, amounting altogether to three thousand.- The two
former are Burrun’ssons, and the latter is represented to be his nephew.
Kurreem Khan is in the confinement of Scindia ; and his durrah is commanded
by his son Shahmut Khan. Kurreem Khan was formerly an officer in Scindia’s
cavalry; and joined the Pindarries after the death of Heeroo and Burrun, and
is considered to be their most-active and enterprizing Jeader. Scindia seized
his person by stratagem, between three and four yearsago. This durrah lately
kept their families and property at Seronge, and have attached themselves to
Meer Khan.

Cheetoo
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Cheetoo was made prisoner by Scindia, shortly after Kurreem Khan’s confine.
ment, and it is said that they are both in his custody at Gualior. The inter-
course which formerly subsisted between Scindia and the Pindarries, afforded
him an opportunity of obtaining possession ‘of the persons of those leaders who
had incurred his displeasure by violating their engagements with him. Cheetoo’s
durrah is commanded by his brother Ranjan, who is more intimately connected
with Vizier Mahomed Khan * than the other chiefs are,-and is reported to be
still at Bhopaul. The families and property of this durrah were at Raisseen on
the arrival of the British army at the Nerbudda.

Dost Mahomed is the son of Heeroo, and has a brother with him f th
of Wasib Khan. The families of this durrah were for some time at%ilsaehr,lirgg
left it on our approach to that place. Dost Mahomed is now with Meer Khan,

and his durrah is represented to contain more Mussulmans than any of the
other divisions. ~

The parties which are under different petty leaders sometimes act separatel
but in general follow the standard of the principal durrahs, d ¥

Of the whole of the bodies, amounting to twenty thousand, about one half
may be well mounted, and the rest upon inferior horses ; but these even are
hardy and active, and capable of enduring great fatigue. Very few of the.
Pindarries have fire-arms, their principal weapon.being their spear. They are
composed of men of all casts, -as their durrahs are a general receptacle for the
idle and profligate of every persuasion, for needy adventurers, disbanded
soldiers, and fugitives of all descriptions,-

The lowest casts, however, chiefly prevail amongst them.

The Pindarries. are independent : they serve wherever they have the prospect
of the most plunder; and when unemployed by any of the Native Powers, a
circumstance which I believe has seldom happened, they subsist upon indiscri-
minate depredation. During a campaign they are useful auxiliaries to a native
army, for they continually harass the enemy, plunder his convoys, carry off
cattle from the vicinity of his camp, and desolate his country. Besides, they
collect great part of the supplies of the army with which they serve: thus
performing the duty of Brinjarries, who indeed’ much resemble them in their
cruel disposition and predatory habits. Itis not easy to ascertain the terms

Pindarry
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upon which they sérve the Native Governments: they differ, most probably, -

according to the strength of the powers which employ them. Their primary
engagement is ¢ to be allowed indiscriminate plunder beyond the territories of
their employers;” and they serve without pay, in consideration of this license.
In the days of Heroo and Burrun, it was customary with them to transfer a
fourth part of their spoils to the Government which they served, for the collec-
tion of which agents’ resided with their leaders; but it is probable that the

Government was usually defrauded of a considerable part of their share, Itis.

now generally understood, that they give up a fixed portion of their spoil, which
they divide among themselves, according to. established rule, thus verifying the
adage, ¢ thereis good faith even amongst robbers.” Elephants, however, and
palankeens, when captured by the Pindarries, are commonly considered as the
property of the Government which employs them. Although they may practise
good faith in their internal dealings, the engagements which are formed between
them and their employers are frequently violated on both sides. It is not
uncommon for the Pindarries to rob the Government which they serve, and, on
the other hand, the Government seldom loses an opportunity of extorting from
them .money under false pretences.

The Pindarries appear to have withdrawn themselves entirely from Scindia,
since his conﬁnemen}i«of their two principal leaders. It has been conceived that
Dost Mahomed is obedient to Scindia ; but this supposition must fall to the
ground, on adverting to the fact of his havinglately plundered many places in
that chieftain’s countty, in conjunction with the other Pindarries who have
attached themselves to Meer Khan. Dost Mahomed may perhaps be less hostile
to Scindia than the other leaders of the Pindarries are; but his views are not

) ' ' probably

* The Nabob of. Bhopaul, ;

(2)
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probably different from theirs, and it may be presumed that they are all con-
nected by one bond of association, the dissolution of which would be injurious

Lieut. Sydenham’s to their general interests. I am inclined to think that Dost Mahomed was

Memoranlum.

Benial
Political Letter,,
1 March 1812,

invited to Bilsah by the manager or that district. This man has constantly
endeavoured to keep upon goo«i’ terms with Vizier Mahomed Khapn, and know-
ing that the Nabob’s strength and principal means of offence consisted in
Pindarries, has secured their good will, by affording protection, -and perhaps
pecuniary aid, to one of their durrabs. Thus may we account for the security
of the Bilsah district, notwithstanding the hostility of Vizier Mahomed Khan,
and the Pindarries against Scindia, Many parties in Kurreem’s durrah are
called Holkar Shahee; and this designation may possibly be applied to the
whole of that leader’s division. It certainly implies some clos¢r conneion with
Holkar than this durrah appears at present to maintain, unless we supposed
Meer Khan to be still patronized by that chieftain. :

‘The Pindarries have lately attached themselves to Meer Khan and the Nabob
of Bhopaul. The durrahs of Kurreem Khan and Dost Mahomed are now with
Meer Kban; and it is probable that Vizier Mahomed Khan will retain Chee-
too’s durrah under Ranjan within his country, to assist bim jn repelling the
encroachments which the Rajah of Berar may be disposed to make upon the-
eastern part of this territory. The ambitious and cntererizing spirit of Meer
Khan will always find employment for the Pindarries. Vizier Mahomed Khan
and the Pindarries have been connected by mutual interest, By their assis-
‘tance, he has been enabled to resist the attacks of Scindia and the Rajah of Berar;
and they have essentially contributed to the preservation of his independence.
It is thé interest of the Pindarries to maintain this connexion, as the Bhopaul
country and its vicinity afford- them many places of security; and since, from
the-total inability of Vizier Mahomed Khan to control them, they may dictate
to him their own terms of service,.or rather, of co-operation, and may, indeed,
consider themselves more his masters than his auxiliaries. If Vizier Mahomed
Khan were at peacé with Scindia and the Rajah of Berar, he might be desirous
of dissolving his connexion with the Pindarries; for though they assist him
against external enemies, they are most troublesome -neighbours to him at
home. But he has'not the means of expelling them from his territories. Their
connexion, therefore, is likely to subsist as long as Scindia.and the Rajah of
Berar entertain hostile projects against Bhopaul, and as long as Vizier Mahomed
Khan has not the power of controling these freebooters. '

‘The Pindarries are, perhaps, the most troublesome of our enemies in this quar-
ter of India. It is difficult to deal with' them in any way. We have not
hitherto been able to prevent their incursions into the-territories of our éllies,
and they have generally eluded every pursuit; so that it seems hardly possible
to counteract them effectually by any.system of defence, or by any mode of
opposition, Their numbers have increased in proportion to the decline of the
Mahratta powers north of the Nerbudda, and may still continue to increase,
unless some means be taken to arrest their progress and limit their ravages.

You will, 1io doubt, consider this to be a very imperfect sketch of the Pin-
darries, and perhaps not correct in some parts. The best accounts of them
would be obtained from a person who had resided some time at Scindia’s court,
or had accompanied his army when Pindarries were attached to it.

I remain, &c.
(Signed)  G.SypeExHAM

EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER Jrom BENGAL,
‘Dated the 1s¢ March 1812,

On feference to the despatches from the Resident at Nagpore and the Resi-
dent at Hyderabad, relative to the movements of the Pindarries, your Honoura-
ble Court will observe that a serious _irruption had been made into the Rajah’s
teriitories, on the 17th November, by a considerable party of Pindarries, who
had successively attacked and set fire to one quarter of the town of Nagpore ;

. and
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‘and that the prospective dangers of a future more decisive and formidable attempt

on the part of that predatory tribe, (which from their collecting in considerable
force to the south of the Nerbudda, and other concurrent circumstances, there
was every reason to expect, involving perhaps the sack of the Rajah’s capital,)
had induced. the Resident at Nagpore to apply to Colanel Conran, the officer
commanding the Hyderabad subsidiary force, for an immediate reinforcement
of. his escort; that Colonel Conran had readily complied with that applica-
tion, but conceiving that a body of troops not éxceeding the required rein-
forcement, viz.,two companies of Sepoys and a six-pounder, might certainly be
exposed to danger in the march, from the bands of the Pindarries traversing the
country, had very prudently detached a body of six hundred and fifty men
to Nagpore. Your Honourable Court will further observe, that with refe-
rence to the danger to which, as pointed out by Mr. Jenkins, the Nizam’s
possessions in Berar would be exposed from thé Pindarnes, either in the case of
a compromise between them and the Rajah, or of their being repulsed from
"Nagpore, the Resident at Hyderabad had deemed it expedient to require the
advance of the subsidiary force from Jaulna to Elichpore, on the north-eastern
frontier of Berar, in the event of the Pindarries ‘continuing to the south of the
Nerbudda, in the_formidable force described by Mr. Jenkins, and had issued
instructions to .that effect to Colonel Conran; but that Rajah Govind Buksh,
the governor of Berar, had been instructed to move with a body of troops to the
neighbourhood of Elichpore, whether there should be occasion for the advance
‘of Colonel Conran or not.

"The Resident at Nagpore was informed, in reply to those despatches, that we
entirely -approved his having applied to Colonel Conran for a reinforcement
of his escort; that we considered the circumstances represented by him to
be such as to render the march of the subsidiary force of Hyderabad to thg
eastward highly expedient, and entertained a hope, that while it tended to the
pratection of the province of Berar from any serious invasion on the part of the
Pindarries, in"the cases supposed by him, it might have the effect of deterring
their main body from the execution of the menaced design against the Rajah’s
capital, and possibly relieve him from the necessity of the disgraceful con-
cessions to which the Rajah’s weakness and want of energy seemed calcu-
lated to lead. The Resident at Hyderibad was at the same time directed
to be informéd, that the measure of requiring thie advance of the subsidiary force
from Jaulna to Elichpore, and the .instructions which he transmitted on that
subject to Colonel Conran-and Lieutenant Sydenham, had met with our entire
approbation. .

"On the Consultations are recorded two further despatches from the Resident
at Hyderabad, in continuation of the above subject ; the one reporting the march
of the subsidiary force on-the 8th December, in consequence of the receipt of
Turther intelligence regarding the movements of the Pindarries, confirming the
necessity -of that measure; - the other, reporting a provisional arrangement
which had been made for: the eventual march.of that part of the subsidiary
force which remained at. Hyderabad, with the exception of one battalion of
mative infantry : in reply to which, 'we signified our approbation of the arrange-
ment ; but expressed a hope, that the necessity of it would not arise, as it was
very desirable that a commanding force of British troops should constantly
remain.at Hyderabad, a :

+ It -will .be satisfactory .to .your Honourable: Court to learn, however, that
since the preparation of the foregoing: paragraphs, we have received ‘advices
from the Resident at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindia, announcing the defeat
of :a hody of Pindarries, amder.the immediate.commiand of their celebrated
Ieader Kurreem, by a force of ‘Scindia’s under the direction of Juggoo Bapoo,
who found means to attach to hiscause .Cheetoo, the other noted leader of
_Pindarries, between whom and, Kurreem disagreements had fortunately, for
some time, subsisted. ‘The engagements took place near Monohur Jannee, on
the borders of the Kotah territories; and Kurreem has since fled, with a small
party of followers, to Meer Khan's camp.® And here it may not be 1mpropte;
* Kurreem appedrs to have been subsequently seized and detained a prisoner by Holkar's Go-
yernment,
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to notice the correspondence on that subject with the Resident at the court of
Dowlut Rao Scindia, which preceded the event above described.

In the Vice President in Council’'s address to the "Honourable the Secret
Committee of .the 16th August, his Excellency in Council bad occasion to
advert to a despatch from the late Resident at Scindia’s Court, reporting the
release of .the celebrated Pindarry chiefs, Kurreem and Cheetoo. Your
Honourable Court will observe, however, that his Excellency the Vice-Pre-
sident in Council had judged it expedient to reiterate that representation; and
that, in the further instructions which were transmitted to the Resident, Mr.
Strachey had been directed to take every opportunity of communicating to the
Durbar representations in the spirit of the former instructions, ona transaction
which, with reference to the rights of other States, could not but be deemed,
on the part of Scindia, unwarrantablé and unjust, as well as in the highest
degree impolitic with respect to the interest of his own Government; and of
founding upon it a declared expectation of his employing the utmost exertions
of his military force and influence to remedy the evils be had caused : and,
with this view, Mr. Strachey was at the same time desired to intimaté to
Scindia, that he might justly be rendered responsible for the losses which other
States might sustain from the depredations of these marauders, since they had
acquired such additional means of prosecuting them by his release of their
most active leaders. \

In aletter dated the 2d December, the Resident acknowledged the receipt
of those instructions. In that despatch, after communicating the details of his
conferences with Scindia and his Minister on the subject, he stated that the
replies which he had received from the Durbar conveyed every assurance that
‘measures would be adopted for the reduction of the Pindarries; but that

-although a show of activity had been made, nothing of consequence had as

yet been effected, although they had committed repeated depredations in his
Highness's territories in Malwa.  In reply to which we directed it to be stated

‘to the Resident, that we entirely af»proved the tenor of his communications to

the Durbar ; and that although little expectation could be entertained that such
representations would rouse the Maharajah to action, they were yet useful and
necessary, in as far as they precluded the inference which the silence of the
British Government might seem to warrant.. We are happy to find, however,
that our distrust of the success of Scindia’s measures against the Pindarries has
been since in a measure removed, by the satisfactory result of Juggoo Bapoo’s
operations against that predatory tribe, as above described.

Before we quit_the present subject, it is proper in this place to observe, that
the 'alarm excited by the apprehended irruj)tions of the Pindarries, had not
been confined to the “States above mentioned,. but” had also-prevailed at the
Court of Poona ; and sa little confidence did his Highness the Peishwah enter.
tain of the ability of his own Government to repel the incursions of these
powerful hordes, that hie ‘bad, on two separate occasions, made proposals to
the Resident for the employment of the Poona subsidiary force for that pur-
pose. On the first occasion, thé Resident contented himself with observing,
that the subsidiary force was by no means calculated for such a service, which
required rather a number of light cavaly than regular corps of infantry ; and
recommended that his Highness would provide such a force of his own, as
might be sufficient for the purpose of protecting his dominions against the
incursions of the Pindarries; that on the renew:anE the proposition for the
employment ‘of the subsidiary force,.” Mr. Elphinstone very properly added,
that in case of a serious invasion of his Highness’s dominions on the part ot
the Pindarries,. the ‘subsidiary force would be ready to oppose them; but that
it was expressly stipulated in the treaty of Bassein, that the British troops
were not to be employed on trifling occasions. :

- EXTRACT
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EXTRACT SECRET LETTER from BENGAL,
Dated 25th March 1812. '

The object of the present address is to bring under the notice of your
Honourable Committee the circumstances of .an irruption recently made by a
body of Pindarries into the district of Mirzapore, and to report the substance
of the measures and arrangements which it had in consequence been deemed
necessary to adopt, for the immediate reinforcement of Mirzapore, and the:
general protection of that district and the neighbauring province of Behar.

This incursion was reported to us in a despatch from the Agent to the
Governor-General at Benares, dated the 12th instant, and also in a,despafch
from Major-Gentral Wood, the officer commanding the troops at that station,
transmitted through the Adjutant-General, stating that a band of Pindarries,
of which the number said to have actually entered the Company’s territories
was differently reported, had made its appearance in the southern part of the
district of Mirzapore ; and after having plundered Killeah, and three or four
more villages on the southern frontier of Mirzapore, had actually threatened
the city of Mirzapore. A report was about the same time received from
Colonel Martindell, the officer commanding in Bundlecund, stating his having
received intelligence of a body of Pindarries having passed by the neighbour-
hood of Mehar, on the southern frontier of Bundlecund, which was evidently
the same as that which had actually entered the district of Mirzapore.

We have received numerous communications from Benares, Mirzapore,
Bundlecund, Dinapore, Patna, Gya, and other places, on the subject of the
Pindarries, with reports from Major-General Wood, Major-General Watson
commanding at Dinapore, and from Captain Roughsedge, of the progress of
measures for protecting the various peints exposed to the depredations of the
Pindarries. The necessity of immediately closing the despatches for the Lord
Eldon and Batavia, precludes the possibility of conveying to your Honourable
Committee a knowledge of the details of those communications; we shall
therefore confine ourselves to a statement of such points and observations as
are most material. ~

The reports of the number of Pindarries which have entered the Company’s
territories vary from twelve hundred to twelve thousand. Of the depredations
which they have committed, and even of the route they have pursued, we-have
no certain information; our latest advices, however, state that they have
quitted the district of Mirzapore, and crossing the Soane, which, at this season
of the year, is fordable along a considerable part of its course, extended as far
as Daviednagur, which is situated on the southward bank of that river, in a
direction north-west of Gya. It may'be proper, however, to remark, that it is
always difficult to obtain information. of the progress of .these marauders, as
their custom is to divide into small parties and overrun the country in all
directions, passing with extreme rapidity from one place to another.

Their advance has naturally excited a great degree of alarm throughout the
provinces of Mirzapore -and Behar, and even at the cities of Patna and Gya;
but we do not apprehend that any of the principal cities are likely to be visited
by the Pindarries.

It has been currently reported, and the report has gained a considerable
degreg¢ of credit, that a further body of about twelve thousand Pindarries was
preparing to follow the first body through the territory of the Rajah of Rewah,
with whom it is said this last body (as the first is likewise said to have done) has
been negociating for a free passage through his country.

L]
We have every reason to believe that the Rajah of Rewah is entirely attached
ta the British Government. He indeed immediately comrunicated ta thg
ublic officers the intelligence of the approach of the first body of Pindarries ;
gut the truth is, that the Rajah of Rewah is unable to oppose them, and it may
be readily imagined that he would find himself compelled to compromise, for
the exemption of his own territories from the depredations of these marauders,
by allowing them to pass unmolested: a supposition apparently well-founded,
since it is understood that his country has not suffered in any degree by thier
ravages. We shall, however, take into early consideration the means of
° (8) " engaging
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engaging his co-operation i some arrangements calculated to guard that avenue
to our southern tetritories. : <

The unavoidable dispersion of our troops over the vast extent of country
subject to the authority of this Presidency, or placed under our protection, has
niecessarily left the southern provinces of Mirzapore and Baharin a state almost
defenceless, against troops oF the description of the Pindarries. The r:;‘pidity‘
of their movements will always enable them to elude the pursuit of infauntry,
and the limited number, and dispersed state of our cavalry, prévent our
assembling a sufficient force of that description to overtake and destroy them,

Every practicable measure has, however, been adopted, both with a view to
the defence of the principal cities within the range of the mcursions of the
Pindarries, and to compel the retréat of these m:u‘guders. When that object
shall have been effected, we shall direct our attention to the best means of
guarding the frontier of the territories most exposed.

We have already stated the very limited extent of our present information
regarding these Pindarries ; the most probable conjecture, however, appears to
be, that they consist of the remnant of the force lately under the noted leader
Kurreem Khan, whose defeat* by the forces of Scindia, and subsequent confine-
‘gent by the government of Holkar, we have already reported to the Honourable

ourt.

P.S. Since the preparation of the foregoing despatch, we have received some
intelligence of the movements of the Pindarries, from which it appears that they
had not advanced eastward much beyond Bidjygurh ; that they had evacuated
the district of Mirzapore, and were apparently retiring in a southern directiun
from Bidjygurh, committing ravages, however, in their course; and we trust
that by our next despatch we shall be enabled to report to your Honourable
Committee that they have entirely quitted the Company’s territories.

EXTRACT SECRET LETTER frem BENGAL,
- Dated 24th April 1812.

Our last address to your Honourable Committee was dated the 25th ultimo,
and related exclusively to the subject of the incursion of Pindarries into the
districts of Mirzapore and Behar, which took place in the early part of last
month.

In the -postscript of that despatch we mentioned our receipt of intelligence
that the Pindarries had evacuated the district of Mirzapore, and were apparently
-yetiring, ina southern direction, from Bidjygurh. Wehave now the honour to
state, that this intelligence was subsequently confirmed, and that the Pindarries

. actually retired through the district of .Sirgoojah (a part of the territories of the
Rajah of Nagpore), and passing them to the westward, have returned to the
territory east of Malwa, whence they originally issued.

The correspondence of the Magistrates, Political Agents, and Military
Officers, relating to this subject, which is recorded on the rroceedings, and the
orders and instructions resulting from jt, have been too voluminous to admit of
their being tommunicated to your Honourable Committee by the present oppor-
tanity ; and the tonstant pressure of cutrent business precludes the practicability
of including the substance of 'the numerous points of detail which they contain
inv the present address. By the' Honourable Company’s ship Baring, which will
be despatched in the course of next month, we shall transmit the broken set of
our proccedings, brought up.to the latest date practicable, which will supply the
deficiency of the present communication ; a deficiency, however, by no means
material, .as the documents alluded to relate principally to matters of internal
arrangement, regulated or suggested by actual or conjectural circumstances, to
the various opinions and reports of the Officers of Government, Tespecting the

sitions, movements, and designs of the military badies in the interior of the

eninsula, which the late incursion has naturally tendered more than before an
object
* See Bengal Pelitical Letter; dated 1st March 1812, page 6. . )
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object of attention, and ta the. origin of that incursion: points which it is
unnecessary to submit to your Honourgble Committee in detail, and in which
it will be sufficient, on the present occasion, to state'very generally the result of
our deliberations and épinions. ‘ '

The most probable account that has been given of the.origin of the.late
incyrsion is, that.a body of Pindarries, supposed, to belong to the durrah .or
horde under.a Pindarry leader named Dost Mahomed, was proceeding on one
of their usual predatory excursions into the territory of the Rajah of Nagpore,
and was met by the uncle of an expelled Zemindar of a district in Illahabad,
who, by assuring them of the defenceless state of the province of Mirzapore,
induced them to render thdt rich province the scene 'ofP their predatory incur-
sions, instead of the exhausted territories south of the Nerbudda ; and, as far as
we have been able to form a judgment on the basis of the multifarious and irres
concileable reports which have been made to us, we have reason to suppose that
their numbers did not at the utmost exceed three. thousand.

The report mentioned in our last despatch, of the predatory bodies being’
prepared to follow the footsteps of the former, continped to prevail, and variays
contradictory and fluctuating intelligence was received on the subject. Intel-
ligence conveyed by the natives of this country, especially that which tegards
the numbers, projects, movements, and even the positions of military bodies, is
almost invariably loose and exaggerated, and frequently jnvented and copjec-
tural. We entertain great doubts whether any such additional bodies were
ever, as reported, assembled on the southern frontier of Bundlecund, or in that
territory.  Possibly some parties of- these predatory bands, in their desultory
and rapid movements, may have approached in that direction ; ‘but either no
second incursion was meditated, or it has been prevented by the preparations of
defence-which were-actually'made; or which were to be expected in consequence
of the first irruption. ‘ :

The reported approximation of predatary hordes to the westward and south-
westward,of Bundlecund, combined with intelligence of the advance of Meer
Khan’s troops from Kota towards Sheergurh (a place belonging to Rana Zalim
Sing of Kota), and thence towards Seronge, also suggested a supposition that
incursions might be made into that province, both by the Pindarries and Meer
Khan:,

'With reference to the application which, as stated in the'thirtgenth paragraph
of that despatch, the agents at Benares and in Bundlecund were instructed to
convey to the Rajah of Rewah, to grant permission for our troops to occupy

.such.a position: ‘within. his country as might enable them to intercept the Pin-
darries i their retreat, and’ prevent an accession:to their-pumbers by that TPute,
it may be proper to state, that, previously to the receipt of those instructions,
the Agent in Bundlecund had authorized a detachment, of our troops, which was
ordered to advance from the post at Terowah, in the_ eastern quarter of the
province, with a view to intercept the Pindarriés on their retreat, and co-operate
with the detachment from Allahabad, to enter ghe Rajah of Rewah’s country, if
necessary.; apprising the Rajah .at the same time, thgp he had done so; and
that, in reply to that intimation, the:Rajah expressed his ready and unqualified
concurrence. The proposed measure of stationing a.body of troops ia the
Rewal country has, of course, become unnecessary at. present, in consequence
of the retreat of the Pindarries. *

It may be further proper to state, ‘that Captain Roughsedge, agreesbly:to a
suggestion of his own, was authorized to advance with the. Ra:mgur_bqttalxo.p
into the district of Singrowlee, and even fqrfher_, if he judged it advyisable, for
the purposgs of watching the motions of the Pindarries, obtaining jnformation
regarding them, and, making arrangements. for gyarding the passes to the sooth-

o

ward of South- Behar,.

EXTRACT
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Duidiery EXTRACT SECRET -LETTER fiom BENGAL,
EETETon% Dated 3d June 1812. ,
\sec?:g"%::m, Since the date of our last despatch, on the subject of the Pindarries, no

SJune 1812,  appearance of any further predatory inroads have occurred. It was not, indeed,
to be supposed, that the Pindarries would renew their attempts, under a convic-
tion that defensive arrangements would necessarily follow their first unexpected
incursion, and under the hazard of their being interrupted in their retreat by
the rise of the rivers and nullahs, which precedes the approaching season of the
rains., - .

. The only document, having relation to the subject of the Pindarries, with
which it is necessary to trouble your Honourable Committee at the-present time,
is a paper containing the substance of the deposition of one of the Pindarries who
was wounded and taken prisoner. It contains an account of the crigin of the
incursion, and its progress up to the period of the deponent’s capture, corrcs-
ponding with the relation given of that event in our address of the 24th April.
In as far as relates to the proceedings of the Pindarries who invaded our territory,
the-narrative is probably accurate ; but it may be proper to mention, that the
account which it gives of Dost Mahomed, from whose durrah or borde
those Pindarries were a detachment, and whom the deponent represents as a
servant of Scindia, peculiarly attached ta him and subservient to his commands,
is altogether erroneous. ’

It is expedient to notice this error, because your Honourable Committee will
observe, from a part of the correspondence between the Agent in Bundlecund
and Colonel Martindell, commanding in that province, that under the impression
of . the same error, the latter officer entertained the belief that Dowlut Rao
Scindia was the instigator of the late incursion, a supposition which we refuted

- on very satisfactory grounds, in replying to the Agent’s communication of that
- correspondence, and which was subsequently disproved by points of fact, stated
-1 4 letterfrom the Resident at the Court of Dowlut Rao Scindia tothe address
- 'of'the -Agent in answer to the latter’s inquiry on the subject; from which it
appears, that Dost Mahomed has for several years been at enmity with Scindia,
-who has long sought to punish him for gross offences committed against his
" Government.

In our despatch of the 25th March, we signified that Captain Roughsedge,
‘commanding the Ramgur battalion, had been vested with the. charge of the
‘mhilitary line of defence along the Soane river ; and in our address of the 24th
'A’g:ril,‘vire stated that Captain Roughsedge had been authorized to advance
with ‘his battalion into the district of Singrowlee, and even further if he judged.

it advisable, for the purpose of watching the motions of the Pindarries, obtain-
ing information regarding’ them, and making .arrangements' for guarding the
‘passes to the southward of South Bahar. The retreat of the Pindarries into
“Malwa 'removed from his attention the former of these objects, but he has been
‘assiduiously employed in the prosecution of the last; and we have now under
‘eur’ contemplation a project for the efficient protection -of the passes from
-Midnapoie to Bundlecund, by means of the ‘zemindary forces, sugported by
:detachments of our own troops properly disposed < it is premature, however, to
‘enter-at present into the details of this projected arrangement. We expect to
.. complete it, if found to-be feasible, during the season of -the rains, and shall
then report our,proceedings to the proper authority. .

“ 'We ‘also signified, in a former despatch,-our intention to endeavour to form
‘ap arrangement with the' Rajalj of Rewah, for the purpose of securing the
passes through his territory to ‘Bundlecund against future incursions. Our
“theasures to this effect are in progress, but we suspend a report upon this sub-
‘ject likewise, until the result of them shall appeat. Our opinions, and those of
the Agent in' Bundlecund, respecting the degree in which the Rajah of Rewah
-assisted in or connived at the late incursion, are contained in the correspon.-
~dence'to which we have referred.

EXTRACT
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EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER fiom BENGAL,
Dated - V1th June 1812. '

Your Hi’mourable Court will observe, that the celebrated Piqcfarry chief,
Kurreem Khan, who was stated to haye .accompanied -the Patan chief on a
former. occasion to Holkaf’s camp, cohtinues there as a prisoner.

In our addressto-your Honourable Court of the 1st of March last, we had
the honour to_state- the substance of the intelligence we had then received,
regarding the movements of the Pindarries, and of the measures which'it had
been judged advisable to adopt, of* requiring the advance of the Hyderabad
subsidiary force from Jaulna, and his Highness the Nizam’s -contingent from
Aurungabad, towards th¢ north-eastern frontier of Berar, with a view to the
protection of his Highness’s territories against the apprehended incursions of
those freebooters in that quarter; and we had.also occasion to notice the rout
and dispersion, by a party of Scindia’s troops, of a considerable body of Pin-
darries under their celebrated leader Kurreem., '

Your Honourable Court will observe, that under the probability of the
retreat of*the main body of Pindarries under Kurreem, as above noticed, being
attended with circurpstances which would preclude the practicability of their
return during the present season, the Resident at Hyderabad had issued ip-
structions for withdrawing the: British" troops into cantonments; that, in con-
formity thereto, the- Hyderabad subsidiary force arrived at'Jaulna on the 19th
February, and on the 10th of the. samé month the Nizam’s contingent, ynder
Rajah Govind Bukhsh, returned to its post at Aurungabad.

» Your Honourable Court will observe, that since the return of the Hyderabad
subsidiary force to cantonments, a body of fifteen hundred Pindarries had made
their appearance in the neighbourhood of Beitocl; but after plundering along
both banks of the Wurda down to the neighbourhood of Chanda, had returned
with a considerable body to the Nerbudda.

"EXTRACT SECRET" LETTER jfrom BENGAL,
Dated 2d October 1812.

Our reports of the incursions of Pindarries into the province of Mirzapore
and South Bahar in the month of Marclr, contained in our letter of the 25th of
-that month, will have led your Honourable Committee to anticipate the probaz
bility of a renewed attempt on the part of these marauders, and on a larger
scale, to render ‘our territories the scene of their depredations. By intelligence
received from the Residentat the court of Dowlut Rao Scindia, we have rea-
son to conclude that some plans of incursion info our frontier territory have
already been concerted among a few of the leaders of Pindarries.. The intelli
gence states, that .they have had tnder contemplation an incursion info the
province of Cuttack, as well as intg Mirzapore and South Bahar, Altkough
we' consider the former to be improbable, we have not neglected to adopt
every practicable measure of precautionary defence in the province of Cuttack.

Your Honourable Committee will have observed, from our last report on ﬁxéj
subjéct, that his' Excellency the’ Commander-in-Chief, under our authority, had
taken into consideratjon a general arrangement for, the protection of the whole
of our frontier against® these incursions. His Excellency has-combined that
arrangement with the system of annual relief, and has to a certain degtee

anticipated a principle of - arrangement- which we lately. recommended to his-

attention, pamely, that of adapting the general disposition of the army to the
annoyance with which we are actually menaced, rather thap-rigidly maintaining
the distribution framed after the conclusion of the Mahratta war, w:tl.r reference
to eventual hostile designs on the part of the States and Chigfs of Hindoostan ;
designs which, in the present condition ¢f affairs in that region, cannot be sup-

posed to be entertained. .

‘Every precaution that- it is practicable to adopt with the limited mumber of

éur troops, especially of cavalry, compared with the great extent of odr domis
' (4) _ nions,
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nions, is in progress; and we are willing to hope that the state of our prepara-
tions on'the frontiers may deter the Pindarries from their meditated -attempts,
or will enable us, in a great degree, to defeat the object of their incarsions.”

In our ‘despatch of the 25th March last, we signified our intention of
endeavouring {o conclude a treaty with the Rajah of Rewah or Bundlecund,
imposing on him an obligation to defend the passes of his country against any
attempt on the part of predatory bodies to penetrate through it into our
territories ; and conferring on us the privilege o? stationing our troops within
the Rajah’s territory for a like purpose, whenever occasion should require it.
Under our instructions; a treaty has been"negociated by the Acting Agent in
Bundlecund with that Chief, .acceding to these provisions, in return for an
obligation o the part of the British Government t6 guarantee his dominions
against external enemies; and by our latest advices from Bundlecund, it
appears that the Acting Agent-was in daily expectation of receivi- - the treaty
ratified by the Rajah. :

We are sensible, however, that all these measures and arrangements are but
palliatives ; and we cannot but anticipate the necessity, .at some future time,
of undertaking a system of military and political operations, calculated to
strike-at the root of this great and increasing evil. Any.system of measures,
however, adopted to the effectual attainment of this object, inust, we are
aware, be of a complicated and extensive nature, and can neither be recom-
mended to your Honourable Committee without much inquiry and deliberation,
hor unrdertaken without much previous preparation. / '

-

EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL,
: Dated 15th Oclober 1812,

The Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindia having transmitted to us- papers of
intelligence relative to the agitation of the question of the release of Kurreem
Khan, the noted Pindarry chief, which had been proposed by Meer Khan at
Holkar’s Durbar, we considered the release of that active marauder to be so
undesirable, as to require the interposition of the British influence, in every
practicable’ mode, to prevent it; and we accordingly directed the Resident at
Delhi to convey, by such'meéans as he might judge proper, a representation to
Holkar’s Durbar, respecting the extreme inexpediency, and, with regard to
other States; the great injustice of liberating Kurreem Khan.

Viewing that measure even as it might affect the interests of Holkar’s
Government alone, its impolicy was sufficiently obvious. The Pindarries have
never systematically respected the territories of any State, and those of Holkar
and Scindia have been continually exposed 'to their depredations. The release
of their most active leader would doubtless augment their numbers and their
activity, and give a wider range to their predatory views and exertions$ and’it
would be absurd to rely on the faith of’ a robber for the security of Holkar’s'
territories against the destructive iocursions either of his immediate followers-
or, of those whom he is able to controul. By adding, therefore, to the activity
of the existing ‘organized system of indiscriminate plunder the profit to be
divided from the ransom which had been offered, supposing it to be realized,
‘might -be expected to be more than counterbalanced,; by the loss arising from
those depredations which the Durbar. itself would have encouraged and pro-
moted by the injudicious measare of liberating Kurreem Khan.

A striking example of its impolicy, in this very point of ‘view, was exhibited
in Scindia’s former release of this freebooter, which was speedily followed by
the devastation of some of his provinges: a part only of the stipulated ransom
was paid, and none of the conditions of Kurreem Khan’s liberation were
fulfilled. . Scindia was again compelled to adopt measures for the destruction ‘of
his force, and the ultimate loss must have greatly exceeded the inconsiderable
pecuniary resource which Scindia derived-from that act of short-sighted policy.

Although it did not appear from-the intelligence that Toolsee Bhye (the late
” ' ‘Holkar’s
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Holkar's principal wife), -and those who may be called the ministers of Holkar's
Government, were disposed to accede.to the proposition of Meer Khan, for
the release of Kurreem Khan, we were of opinion that they might not probably
possess tbe firmness to resist an opporfunity supported by-an ascendant power,
which might successfully resort to compulsion when other* means had failed ;
nevertheless, we considered it- expedient that an application should be made to
the Durbar on the subject, we therefore communicated the preceding observa-
tions to the Resident at Delhi, as furnishing arguments for the preseribed repre-
sentations,

The arguments which opposed the measure. of releasing Kurreem- Khan were
not indeed .altogether .inapplicable to the interests of Meer Khan himself. in as
far as-he-might be concerned in the prosperity of the state of Holkar, and might
be dependantifor the supply of his pecuniary exigencies-upon the 1‘eso,urcesb0f
that State. But in stating these sentiments to the Resident, we observed, that
whether this-observation were correct or not,'it was not only the right but-the
duty of every regular Government to protest against a measure of this déscrip—
tion and it might be expected that the protest of 2 Government so great and'
powertul as that of the_Company would not' be devoid of influence, even over
the councils of Meer-Khan, whose interest it is to conciliate rather than offend
the British Government. Mr. Metcalfe ‘was, therefore, desired immediately to
convey a representation to Holkar’s Durbar, to the effect suggested by the
remarks comminicated to hjm, through the channel which he might consider
most advisable.

Although Scindia would, of course, be extremely anxious to prevent the release
" of Kurreem Khan, we considered it to be expedient to desire the Resident with
Scindia to urge him to exert whatever influence he possessed at Holkar’s Durbar,
for the. purpose of ‘counteracting the design, apparently entertained by Meer
Khan, of effecting the liberation of Kurreem Khan.

We deemed it proper also to apprize the Resident at Poona of the meditated
release of Kurreem Khan, and directed him to su¥gest to his Highness the
Peishwah the expediency of instructihg his a'gent’ at Holkar’s Durbar to oppose
the projected measure in his. Highness’s name. )

It appears that Dowlat Rao Scindia had expressed to Mr, Strachey his readi-
ness to use every exertion for the purpose of preventing the release of Kurreeny,
Khan Pindarrah; -and promised to employ his influence on that point through the
ministers of Holkar; whose arrival in camp he immediately €xpected. Itappears
from the Resident’s report;-that Scindia was sensible that he should be the first
tofeel the effects of a’medsure so impolitic as,the',en,]argement of that marauder.

EXTRACT SECRET, LETTER. from BENGAL,
" Dated 18th_November 1812.

- Your Honourable Committee was appfized generally, in our despatch of the
2d .October, of the arrangements which were in progress for the' military’
defence of the frontier against any meditated incursions of the Pindarries ; and
we: have now the satisfaction to inform you, that those arrangements are iw such’
a state of forwardness, as to relieve us in a great measure from the apprehen-
sion of 'a successful attempt on the' part of those marauders o penetrate info
the Company’s provinces, in any ‘part’of the line.of frontier from Bandlecund
to Cuttack.” It is quite impracticable, and if it were practicable 'would be
unnecessary, to enter'into a detail of those arrangements. "

We have thg honour to annex the copy of a letter from the Adjutant-Gene-
ral, under date the 4th instant, lately rqqeived,"whichgx‘hibits a congise: view
of the disposition of thé force on'the [ine of trontier from Bundlecund towards
the bordeis of Midnapore. 'The latter district and Cuttack are defended by
thréé battaljons and a half of fiative troeps, which can be reinforced, if neces.-
sary; by the Java light cavalry and horse artillery volunteers from® the Presi-
dency. A regiment of native cavalry has also been drawn from Hyderabad to-
Ganjam, from whence it can move in any direction in which its services may
be required. .

This
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This statement will satisfy your Honourable Committce that every effott has
been made, as far as the inadequacy of our military force will admit, to secure
*the provinces from danger. .

Our latest advices from the neighbourhood of the Pindarry camps does not

lead to'aw explanation, that- they meditate at present any design on our
vinces. A body of Pindarries has lately.crossed the Nerbudda, and advanced

" towards Boorhampore, and another party is reported also to have crossed, and.

to be ‘menacing the territories of the Rajah of Nagpore. It is probable that
the reports which must have reached the Pindarries of our preparations, have
deterred them from any immediate attempt on our provinces, and that they may
be waiting in expectation that our vigilance will .relax. It is not, of course,.
our intention to discontinue, in any respect, our defensive preparations, and
the maintenance of them may. probably prevent these marauders from prose-
cuting théir intended incursions into our provinces.

Your Honourable Committee was apprized, in our letter of the 2d October,
that a treaty had been concluded by the Agent in Bundlecund with the Rajah .
of Rewah :" that engagement has been'ratified, and a detachment of our troops
is stationed in the territory of Rewah. ‘The additional security which this posi-
tion affords to the district of Mirzapore, is a material improvement in the sys-
tem of defence, and renders disposable, for other service, some part of the force
which. would otherwise have been required in the latter district, *

We have also concluded a treaty with'the Rajah of Orcha or Tehree, by the
stipulations of which we are entitled to station troops in his country, when such
a measure shall appear to be advisable. A copy of the treaty with the Rajah
of Tehree is enclosed, for the information of your Honourable Committee. A
c¢opy of the treaty with the Rajah of Rewah, and of correspondence connected
with'it, is recorded in the proceedings noted in the margin.*

EXTRACT SECRET LETTER from BENGAL,
Dated 4th February 1813.

There are considerations which render the conclusion of the proposed alliance
with Nagpore an object of great importance at the present moment even to ous
own interests, which, in our judgment, render it highly expedient to seize the
first favourable opportunity of renewing the negociation withi advantage.

In the first rank of these, is the.increasing power, resources, and audacity of’
the Pindarries. The situation®of these freebooters on the frontier of the domi-
nions of Nagpore, in the vicinity of those of our allies, the Peishwah and the
Nizam, and at no very remote distance fromn our own possessions ; their aug-
mented numbers, improved organization, and increased boldness, arising from
the success and impunity with which their depredations have been attended ;
the powerful instrument of conquest or devastation which they present to the
hand of an ambitious and .enterprising chief}. or a foreign invader, and a variety
of ather reflections, which are not new to your Honourable Committee, and
which it-would be superfluous to state in this place,—all combine to render the
adoption-of an extensive and energetic.system of méasures for their suppression,
a matter which presses with increased urgency on our attention, and will become
an early object of our concern. Such a system, however, requires the most
mature deliberation, and much previous arrangement and combination, political
and military, which must necessarily defer the execution of it. It would, there-
fore, be premature to enter, at the present moment, into a more extended con-
sideration of the question; and the subject is only alluded to here, as forming a
powerful argument in" favour of the establishment of a Dritish force on the
Nerbudda, ‘a measure which will not only afford additional means of intermediate
security to our allies and- ourselves, but. wi}l materially facxhtate'thc -executian
of any ‘further operations, whether offensive or defensive, which it may be
‘judged advisable to undertake. ~ -

‘ e

€A copy of the ffreaty with the Rajah of Tehree will be found among the Collection of
Treaties. That with the Rajah of Rewah in the same collection, ‘ .
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_We have no particular information to communicate to your Horiourable Com-
mitte¢ on the subject of the late movements of the Pindarries. Rumours’ of
intended - expeditions directed against the Honourable Company’s térritories
have at different times reached us3 but if they were ever entertained .they have
been speedily abandoned. The defensive arrangements which were formerly
reported to your Honourable Committee, to which alone must be ascribed the
forbearance of the Pindarries, will not be relaxed, while any probability remains
of an attempt on the part of those marauders to attack our possessions.

EXTRACT SECRET LETTER from BENGAL,
Dated 29th March-18183. i

We haye no particular information to communicate to your Honourable Com-
mittee, regarding the movements of the Pindarries, except an incursion of a
body ‘of those marauders into the Surat Attaveesy,* in the month of February
last ; they have since retreated. All the information which we possess on this
subject is comprised in the despatches froni Bombay, and from the Residents at
Nagpore and with' Scindia, of which copies form numbers in the packet.+ They
have in no other instances attempted the Honourable Company’s possessions in
any quarter. ‘The measures of defénce which have been adopted on the frontier
of these provinces,-appear to have effectually deterred the Pindarries from
.endeavouring to invade them.; and the short remaining period of the season in
which their operations.are conducted, affords every reason to hope that no such
attempt will now be made. '

'With a view 'ta the reduction of expense, and the comfort and convenience of
the troops, we have anthorizéd the Commander-in-Chief gradually to withdraw
the troops- from the stations which they occupy.on the frontiers, as the rainy
season approaches, and as a knowledge of external circumstances may in his
Excellency's judgment warrant.

‘ExtracT fiom a Letter from Mr. Warden, Chief Secretary to the Government

"* of Bombay, to Mr. Dowdeswell, Chicf Secretary to the Governor-General in
Council, dated 5tk February 1813, with an. Enclosure, referred to in the
-preceding Extract. ' :

. T am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor-in-Council to transmit,
for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council,

‘the accompanying copy of a letter from the Resident at Baroda (now at the -

Presidency), under date the 3d instant, forwarding the translation of a letter
received from Surat, by an inhabitant. of Baombay, conveying the intelligence
of a body of Pindarries having penetrated the Surat Attaveesy, and plundered
‘the villages Moha, Soopa, Calliawarree, and Nowsarree. I am also instructed
to forward the ¢opy of an official report of this occurrence by the chief of Surat,
dated the 31stultimo. :

Translation of a Letter from Merwaujee Dorahjee to Dhunjee Rustoodjee,” dated
' Surat, 31§t Junuary, two’at noon. ‘

Last night-a very serious misfortune has taken place : a force has come over
the gauts suddenly, and plundered the whole -of the town of Moha; from
thence they devastated Soopa and Calliawarree ; and last night, at eleven o’clack,
they plundered Nowsarreg, and burnt a.few houses. To-day the people:of the
pergunnahs are flying into Surat. Tt is reported that. the force is composed of

five thousand-horse, that they have plundered Moha, Calliawaree,, Nowsarree,

and the Cushba of Ambe; and ten or twenty thousand people have run into

Surat. By the dawk I will write you all particulars. I made enquiries this
morning

* A rich and valuable district in the vicinity of Surat:
+ See Letters from Mr, Warden and Mr. Jenkins.

(5)
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morning at eight o’clock after your father (living at Nowsarree), but have ascer-
tained nothing of him. T went as far as Oodra (one coss from Surat), but could

not gain any intelligence. I write this with despatch. In the post I shall
write at length. -

To Mr. ]Vardm, Secretary to the Governor in Council of Bombay.
Sir: : )
By accounts which I received yesterday from the Pindarry catip, it appears

that the b0c_ly of those freebooters, said to consist of four thousand, which was
plundering in the Surat Attaveesy, had just returned to the cantonments at

. Sutwas. The body in question was composed of detachments * m Cheetoo’s
~ -and the Holkar Shahee durrahs or hordes; and the actounts of the booty they

‘have carried off, although of course exaggerated, are in the highest degree
encouraging to a new expedition, which is now said to be meditated after the
Hooly, in the same'direction, and by the same parties.

The Pindarries seem both to have gone and returned by the route of Boor-
hampore. - :
‘ 1 haye, &c
. (Signed)  R. JENKINs,
' Resident.

Nagpbre,
23d March, 1823,

EXTRACT SECRET LETTER from BENGAL,
' ‘Dated 30th June 1813.

No attempt has been maile, during the period 'which this report embraces, on
the part of the Pindarries, to disturb the Honourable’Company’s possessions in
any quarter. The troops which were advanced to frontier positions have been
gradually withdrawn ; and the return of the 6th regiment of cavalry from the
banks of the Soane, and the breakingup of the encampment at Chatterpore in
Bundlecund, with the recall and discharge of the irregular troops, which had
been -employed in defending the-passes into Mirzapore, have completed the
measures which were in progress for -discontinuing our defensive arrangements
for the season,

They will, of course, be renewed on the return of the season in which, the
country will be again exposed to the danger of predatory incarsion, and must be
anoually resorted to, until some great and comprehensive system of measures can
be formed and accomplished for putting down the cvil against which they are
‘meant to guard,

EXTRACT SECRET LETTER from BENGAL,
Dated 2d Ogtober 1813.

Lieutenant-Colonel Adams will take up a position with the whole, or a part
of his force, calculated to oppose any attempt which may be made by the Pin.
darries to enter the territory of Rewah; and we have directed Mr. Wauchope
to call'on the Rajah at the proper time to station his troops for the defence of
the passes, and otherwise to co-operate with the British troops, according to
the stipulations of the ninth article of the Tteaty of October 1812. Mr.
Wauchope has also been instructed to call on the petty chiefs of Myher and
Oorcha (Tehree) to. be prepared to oppose any meditated incursions of the
« Pindarries through their territories.

We proposeto renew thedefensive Arrangements on the frontier, whichwere
sa successively resorted to in the past year, and have issued instructions on this
subject to hisExcellency the Commander-in-Chief.

As connected with our measures for the defence of the frontier, we deem it
proper in this place to state the considerations which have induced us to adol;;t
: the
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“the"resolution of raising'a local corps, for'the defence of the district ‘of Mir-
-zapore,” and the other duties of that station.

‘Your Honourable Committee will remember, that we found it necessary last
year to engage a body of drregular infantry and cavalry for the defence of the
passes into Mirzapore, as a part of our general defensive arrangements against
the meditated incursions of the Pindarries. The emergency of the occasion,
and the absence of any otlier means of defence, compelled us to have recourse
to this plan, which involved a monthly expense of about eight thousand rupees.
When the rainy season commenced, this establishment was ordered to be dis-
charged ; and on this occasion’ the Magistrate of Mirzapore submitted to us the
result of his observation and EXE)erience of the arrangement in question. The
Magistrate considers the establishment of irregulars to have been -altogeéther
inefficient for the purposes of their employment, and submits a proposition to
Government for raising a corps framed on the model of the provincial corps in
-the lower provinces, but with a larger. proportion of European officers, as a
measure not less economical, and in every respect more efficient.

‘The great inconvenience occasioned.by the distribution of the regular troops
in positions calculated to -protect our territory against the evils.of predatory
incursions, .and the exposure of the whole of the northern and north-eastern
provinces to the inroads.and -aggressions of the Nepaulese, had long before
suggested to us the expediency and ultimate economy of raising local corps for
the defence of* the frontier generally ; .deferring, however, the more compre-
hensive measure referred to, until our views should be more matured, and until
we should receive a communication, which we were led to expect from his
Excellency the Commander-inChief, on the subject of the deficiency of troops
generally under this Presidency, with reference to manifest €xigepcies. We
confined the reference which ‘we -determined ‘to make to his Excellency on the
present occasion, entirely to'the limited 'measure saggested by the Magistrate
.of Mirzapore ; and, secondly, .in the event of his Excellency’s approbation of
that plan, the extent-and constitution of the corps, and the .measures to be
adopted for its speedy-and efficient organization, together with an estimate of
ithe expense attending it.

‘At 'our meeting of the 13th Angust, at which the Commander-in-Chief was
present, the subject ‘was discussed, -and it ‘was determined to ‘raise a local
‘corps, and orders were accordingly. issued for catrying ‘the resolution into
effect without delay. The expense of the corps will not exceed ‘that of the
Ramgurh battalion. )

EXTRACT SECRET LETTER from BENGAL,
Dated 13th November'1813.

" The.arrangements for the.defence of the frontier of ‘cur, provinces against
the incursions. of the Pindarriés are in forwardness, -and probably by ‘this time
-nearly completed. ~ 2

It is unnecessary, on the present occasion, to lay before your Honourable
‘Committee the details of those arrangements, which correspond generally -with
-those adopted in the past year.with such complete ‘sticcess. The principal
deviation from the plan .of last year is the advance of a ‘detachment of ‘the
Ramgurh battalion into the. district of. Sergocjah, to occupy:a pass in that
country, which is understood. to form the only road by which the Pindarries can
;Penetrate in that quarter, and the posséssion of which will'most materially-add
to the efficiency .of our system of defensive ‘arrangement.

No attempt has yet been made by the Pindarries to penetrate .into the
Honourable Company’s possessions. We have, however, received information
of two considerable, bodies of those plunderers having crossed the Nerbudda,
-one of which has advanced into the'Peishwah’s territories to within forty miles
of Poona,and has since taken a northerlydirection 3 the other has entered the
Nizam’s country. The object of .the former party is supposed to 'be the plun-
der .of a large body of pilgrims._collected on the Nerbudda. Precautign(s1

a
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had already bcen taken by the Government of Bombay, and the Guickwar’s
Government, for the defence of our territories and those of our ally in Guzerat
and we trust that they will not be disturbed. From the early period of ghe’
season, and the state of the rivers, the Governments of Poona and Hyderabad
appear not to have been prepared for these incursions.

EXTRACT SECRET LETTER Jrom BENGAL,
Dated7th December 1813.

No attempt has been made by the Pindarries to penetrate into the Company's
provinces, and our defensive arrangements are nearly completed. The bodies of
those marauders who entered the territory of the Nizam and the Peishwah have
retired, after committing great depredations. A report has reac.cd us of an
intention on the part of a considerable body,of the Pindarries to establish them-
selves to the south of the Nerbudda, in Scindia’s territory, near Asseergurh
and Boorhampore. Deeming it highly expedient to prevent the Pindarries from
extending their positions, especially to the southward of the Nerbudda, where
they would always menace the possessions of the Nizam and the Peishwah,
and our territory, and that 6f the Guickwar in Guzerat, we have instructed
the Resident with Scindia to call ou the Maharajah to desire his local officer to
expel them and their families. We may eventually judge it advisable to employ

-the whole, ora part of the force at Jaulna, to co-operate in this service.

<

EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL,
Dated 215t December 1813,

In our despatch of the 11th of March last, we informed your Honourable
Court of a sudden incursion which had, about the commencement of the present
ytar, been made by the Pindarries into the Surat Attaveesy ; and that arrange-
ments had been made by this and the Guickwar Governments, which we hoped
would deter them from a second attenipt of a similar nature. These arrange-
ments, we have the satisfaction of stating, were attended with the consequence
we had expected, and no depredations appear to have since been committed on
us by that lawless banditti.

As it was, however, to beapprehended that these freebooters would take advan-
tage of the opening of the present fair season to renew their depredations, either
in our territories or those of our ally the Guickwar, we deemed it.necessary to
form a detachment for the northern division, consisting of six hundred rank
and file of Native Infantry, a Brigade of Artillery, a squadron and a balf of
his Majesty’s 17th dragoons, witha galloper, and five hundred of the Guickwar
Cavalry; and appointed Major Barclay, of the 1st battalion of the 8th regiment
of Native Infantry, to.command them, with orders to take up a position so as
to obstruct the passage of the Pindarries through the Sunkera pass, and, as far
as possible, any of the other passes to the northward.

For the southern division, a detachment consisting of five hundred rank and
file of the Native Infantry, with the troop of Native Cavalry attached, was
ordered from Surat to Nearpore, a little in advance of Beara in the Attaveesy,
under the command of Major Cox, of the 2d battalion 5th regiment Native
Infantry ; from which -detachment a force of two hundred rank and file of
Native Infantry, with thirty of the Native Cavalry, and two gallopers in
advaiice, was ordered to Soneghur to protect that pass : a detail of one Captain
and one hundred rank and file of Native Infantry, and a Soobadar’s party of
Native Cavalry, being detached to Oonyenear Veywall, for the defence of the
Bhoura pass.

These preparatory arrangements appear to have produced the best effects, as
on tlie 1st of November last we received a report from the Assistant in charge of
the Residency at Nagpore, that a body of six thousand Pindarries had crossed
the Nerbudda, and set out on an expedition, the object of which was said to ge

the
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the plander of Surat. * This force, we have been informed by the Resident at
Poona, passed Tamgong, near -Ahmednuggur and Taubut, twenty-five miies
west of Seroor, and forty north of ‘Poona, and went to Jooese, whence it took
a northern direction, with the view, it is supposed, of plundering Nassick
but it has since.been reported to. us; 'that before it had reached that place, it had
proceeded to the eastward, having been discouraged from attempting to commit
any further depredations within the British. territories, by the state of preparation
in which they had found them.

——

EXTRACT SECRET LETTER jirom BENGAL,
Dated 8th February 1814.

In our despatch of the 13th November 1813, we apprised your Honourable
Comnmittee, generally, of the arrangement which we had directed to bé made
for the defence of the frontier against piedatory incursions. We are happy to
inform your Honourable Committeé¢, that no.attempt has. hitherto been made
by any body of Pindarries to enter the territories of the Honourable Company
in any quarter. Some temporary alarm was excited by the sudden movement
of a body of those freebooters, stated to amount to eight thousand men, in an
easterly direction from their position at Bagroda; but they did not advance
within a considerable distance of the frontier, and appear since to have returned
to their cantonments. Parties of the Pindarries have. made incursions into the
Nizawm’s territory ; but no great movement hastaken place in.that direction, or
towards Nagpore, although reports.of intended exdeditions are, as usual, circu-
lated. It appears that the Pindarries under Cheetoo, and those of Kurreem’s
party commanded by Namdar Khan and Khooshall Kooer, bave quarrelled, and
had an engagement in the vicinity of Hindia, south of the Nerbudda. The
dispute followed a meeting between the.leaders of the respective parties, at
which various plans of expeditions were proposed, but nothing finally resolved
on, and the circumstances above stated appear to have operated for a time to
suspend their measures. The Pindarries who had moved with their families to
the south of the Nerbudda,-including Cheetoo, who has lodged his family and
property in Scindia’s fort of Hindia, continued to the south ¢f that river, by the
latest advices, and appear disposed to establish themselves there. We apprized
vour Honourable Committee, in our letter of the 7th of December, of ourintention
to. move Dowlut Rao Scindia to take measures for compelling the Pindarries to
return to their former stations, and of our having it in contemplation eventually
to employ the subsidiary force at Jaulna to. co-operate with the Maharajah’s
troops on this service. We have received from Mr. Strachey' a report of his
conferences with Scindia’s ministers on the subject of our proposals, the result
of which has not been so satisfactory as wé could wish ; Scindia has, however,
consented to employ a force against the Pindarries, if a negociation which he
has resolved to enter into with them shall fail. The object of the proposed
negociation is, to offer to assign to them a portion of territory, on condition that
they will desist from plundering the country. Mr. Strachey in vain represented
to the Maharajah’s ministers the inutility and inexpediency of negociating with
the Pindarries, on whose fidelity to their