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PREFACE 
THE monastic revolution started by Gautama Buddha in 
the sixth century before the Christian era developed into 
~uch un extraordinary institution that, even after its 
diviHion into the two large branches of Makiiyana and 
ll,.wyiina, it produced extraordinary results in know­
ledge and civilization. During a period that lasts 
ronghly twelve centuries, all the wisdom of Northern 
India was centred round the Buddhist viharas and 
811 iilllulriimas. 

l\fnny Buddhist monasteries undoubtedly flourished 
in India, about which we know practically nothing. 
8iinchi, Kiinhcri, Ajllnta, Ellora, Siiranath, and a hundred 
mere are only known through their archreological 
remains and a few inscriptions found on their walls or 
pillnrs. 'l'he IIneicnt inhabitants of Aryavarta were not 
fond of writing their own deeds. The most interesting 
information we posse~s about the Buddhist centres of 
l"nming in Northern India comes through the Chinese 
pilg-rim~. Mr. II. D. Sankalia in this work has taken 
two Chincse pilgrims as his main guides in the study of 
tll<~ hi,tory of one of those Buddhist institutions of learn­
ing-, ]1t'rhnps the greate:;t we know, the so-called 
UnivPrsity of NiilnlHlii. 

Now, that the Ar('Jla~ological Department of the 
G ov('rnml'nt of India has ulll'arthed several monasteries 
01' this instituti~n, where Hiuen Tsiang and I-Tsing lived 
in till' 7th (,l'ntury A.D. Mr. Sankalia considers it 

>(lppol'tnn(' to Jluhli~h the re!<ult of his research in th3>llill­
tory of Niilandii. The word "history" is rightly under­
~t()o(1 hy thl' anthor of thi~ hook in its widest meaning. 
In this hook th!' Joycr of Ori!'ntal learning will find not 
only a li~t of lli~toricul e"ent~, hut also an account of the 
ol'i,,6Jl nnd n fnll ('Xphllllltion of the extraordinary spread 
of {'nltnre tllronghout the whole of Asia in the great days 
of N~lnlldii. 

'I'hi" pr('fll(,(,. ('ontributed Ilt the request of Mr. San­
blin. i", lll'in~ writt"u in front of another Buddhist 
monl1"t"rv wlli('h mllv also lmve been in communication 
with Niil,~tlflii. Biimi~-iin. iu the centre of Afghanistan, 
"'Il" th .. Inst outpost of Bmltlhism. towards -tbe West. 
Hincn T"i!~lg 'PIlSSI'Q through it in the first half of the 
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7th century, and from Bamiyan he visited India and 
Nalanda. Bamiyan was in those days the centre of 
communications between India and Central Asia. Situat­
ed practically midway between Purushapura (Peshawar) 
and Bactres (Balkh), this valley (wbich was even then 
adorned with the beauties of nature that are reflected in 
the waters descending from the Koh-i-Baba snows) 
inherited the religion of India and the art of Bactriana. 
The large Buddhist communities that practised ascetism 
in this place, have left marks of their devotion to their 
Master and of their fondness for art, in the sculptures 
and paintings that still adorn their dwellings; their learn­
ing and condition of life is revealed in the scanty frag­
ments of MSS. lately found in one of the caves by the­
French Archreological Delegation, which have been 
studied by Monsieur Silvain Levi. 

There are many points of contact between Nalanda 
lmd Biimiyiin which have been communicated to us by 
Huien-Tsiang. He tells us that in Biimiyan there are 
tt'n convents and about one thousand priests. The 
number of caves found and examined hitherto ascend to­
the respectable figure of 2,000, which is a striking confir­
mation of the information given by the Chinese pilgrim. 
He mentions "a mountain, on the declivity of which i" 
placed a stone figure of Buddha erect, in height 140 or 
150 feet. Its golden hues/' he .!ontinues, "sparkle on 
e~'eur I>ide and its precious orn~ments dazzle the eyes by < 

their brightness." He also f'p.eaks of another convent 
"which was built by a former king of the country," whe} 
seems to be Kiinishka. "To the east of the convent," 
he adds, "there is a standing figure of Siikya Buddha, 
mnde of metallic stone, in height, 100 feeL". As I write, 
I have only to turn my head to see the two colossal 
figures spoken of by the Chinese pilgrim. 

In his book ~rr. Sankalia enables the reader to 
vi"ualise tIle wonders of NAlandii which were first des­
crihed hy the devout Chinese. Writing from Biimiyiin. 
I wish every success to this book on Niilandii. 

Bamiy3,n, Afghanistan, } H .. HERAS, S. J. 
8th September, 1934. ( < 



INTRODUCTION 

F.\'Jm since the name of Niilanda was brought to the 
11otice of sdwlar~ by General Cunningham, antiquarians 
h:we attempted to shed more light on it from different 
nndPB, through the medium of journals and short 
manuals. In the follo·wi.ng pages I have endeavoured 
11ot only to gather all that research. bas done in this 
<li rPetion, but to give a connected idea of the rise, the 
period of glory and fall of an institution that was the 
wond<'r of the Mediaeval and post-Mediaeval India. 
l\fany gaps, thcr<'fore, have been filled in. 

I hnve approached the subject from the viewpoint 
that there existed a University at Niilandii, and it has 
bet•n my constant aim to hold it up before the reader., 

In order that this idea may be clearly comprehend­
ed, I ha<l to touch upon some points which were perhaps 
ont,..i<le my splwre. Thus, in Chapter II, I have tried 
lo ~how that the University of Niilandii came into exist­
ell<'<' nt a time, when a strong literary fervour, growing 
from nge to age, had reached its zenith, that something 
like a Univ<:'rsity was ~ut its natural outcome; further, 
that this Universitv came to be established in the 
'Bnddhi~t Smiqhrini,;ws because the latter, ever 'Since 
tlwir foundation, w!'re continually undergoing transfor­
mntion, so mneh so that by the 5th century A.D., they 
h:Hl <'ornpletPiy turned themselves into veritable Houses 
of Learning. 

Bnt mPI'C literary fervour WOUld not be strong 
etumgh to bring forth a University. There must be 
p<'!l<'<' nnd prMpPrity, order and good government in the 
country so thn t new ideas may take root and develop. 

Aft.•r tlw Bhiirasivas and the Viikiitakas, the 
rt'ti<'t'nwrs of J.r~·ih·arta from the Kushan scourge,' the 

(1) r;,1. ,Ja~·oswal, l'istory of Iodia, p. '8. 
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Guptas, under Samudragupta, bad ensured peace, pros­
perity and orderly government not only in Magadba but 
throughout the greater part of India. They brought 
back, besides these, all the great virtues-Holiness, 
Nobility and Toleration. It was, however, left to the 
successors of Samudragupta to utilise this heritage. 
To a man, they practised these virtues with an im­
partiality that was unimpeachable. They encouraged 
and patronised artists, poets and philosophers irres­
pective of caste and creed, with the result that the 
country rang with the exploits of these sm·ants in tl1e 
:fields of art, literature and philosophy. Thus it was 
that Nalanda, though primarily a Buddhist institution, 
came to be founded by King Sakriiditya (Kumara­
gupta I), who himself was a devout Hindu. 

·why the Guptas bestowed all their wealth and 
generosity upon Nalandii, of all the places in Magadha, 
I have explained in Chapter III. Niilrindii, even in the 
days of Buddlm and Mahiivira, was considered a fit 
place for spending the ciiturmllsa (rain-retreat). And 
imbued with the holy memories of these Great Teachers, 
it gradually became a centre of learning and pilgrimage. 
Niilandii, therefore, was not sucb "an obscure and un~ 
important place" as Dr. Alteka~ has tQE'd to make out 
in his recently published ·velume Education in A.ncie11t 
~~~~ and mn<>h le8s, a place that was "not in any way 
connedt'd with the life of Buddha, and therefore of any 
particular sanctity to the Buddhist world." But 
centuries before the Guptas turned their eyes to Niilanda, 
it had become famous in the Buddhistic world. 

A mere 1·eference to Tiintrism in Chapter IV as a 
:;:ubject taught at Nalandii could hardly have been under­
stood but by a few scholars had I not traced its growth 
and explained its nature in detail. Scholars interested 
in Tantrism may be referred to the re<>ent publications 
of the Oriental Institute, Baroda, under the able guid­
ance of Dr. Benoytosh Bhatta~haryya. . lie was 
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particularly helpful to me in solving the Tiintric prob­
lems in the course of this thesis. 

The chapter on "Rituali;;m of Niilanda Buddhism" 
deals, first, with the religious rites and ceremonies that 

; were performed at Niilanda; secondly, it describes the 
various images found at Niilandii from the point of view 
of their iconography. 

The chapter on "Niilandii To-day" sets out the 
nature of excavations and arrangement of buildings at 
Niilnndii. ThPrein an attempt is made to identify the 
huil<liugs so far exeavated, with those of the kings 
mentioned by IIiuen Tsiang. This idt>ntification, though 
perhnps uninteresting, is not a conjecture, but based on 
all the antilable e\'idence. Personal inspection of the 
site was ncceRsary before writing this chapter. I was 
very fortunate in obtaining the bdp of the Rev. 
II. Ilt•m~. Dirl'<'tor, Indian Historical Research Insti­
tntl', St. Xavier's College, Bombay, who not only guided 
ml' during the whole course of my work, but also under­
took the journey with me to the ruins and enlightened 
me on somt' urch:rologieal peculiarities of Niilanda. 

'!'he ehnpt<>r on "Art and Archit~cture of Niilandii" 
i;; writtm to lH'<]lmint the rcadE>r with the importance 
of Niilamlii find~: it must find a place in the book, for 
it pr<>~uppoH•s, us I Iiave said in that chapter, the 
~'xistctll'e of a sl'!10ol of art and crafts there. ..... , 

Some of the <'OnPln~ions that are deduced as regards 
N<ilandii. for instmwe, condusions with regard to the 
date of tllP foundation of the UniYer~ity, its patrons etc., 
must, howL'\'I'r, r<'mnin prm·isionnl, till not only the site 
at Niiland;i but many others in 1\lagadha are completely 
cxenvntetl; for at any moment, a eoin, an image or 
nn in"·ription may be discovered, whi<'h may, if not 
eomph,tely upst•t the findings, m•cessitate a revision 
thereof. 

The history of Niilnndii, based entirely on the Chinese 
and 'l'ilwhm sourees and on the inscriptio9s of the 
Piilns, may be dt>emed one-sided as long as a confirmatory 

- ' 
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opinion is not available from the contemporary Hindu 
sources. The silence of BiiJ;Ja, the famous contem­
porary historian of the Court of King Har~a, with re­
gard to Nalanda, is not a little surprising. If the Har$a , 
Carita were written after Har~a built Sa1igharamas at 
Niilanda, BiiJ;Ja might have referred to it. It is possi­
ble that Biil).a wrote the Har?a Carita before Harl)a 
patronised Nalanda; but it is more probable that he 
passed over Niilandii as it was a Buddhist institution. 
However, in the absence of any evidence to the contrary, 
I have thought it expedient to rely upon the Chinese and 
Tibetan documents. 

BoMBAY, } 

5th September, 1934. 
H. D. SANKALIA. 
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APPENDIX A 
THE THEORY OF DHY ANI BUDDHAS 

The theory of Dhyani Buddhas together with their different 
Saktis, the various Yaugic and other means of worshipping 
them with a view to attain Buddhahood, constitute the kernel of 
Tantrism or Vaj rayiina. 

Now this theory and the various Tantric practices are for 
the first time given in their complete form in the Gvhyasamaja 
Tantral, though there are earlier works, Maiijvsrimalakalpa, 
for instance, which make some stray references to this 
theory. ,The GvhyasamfJ.ja is assigned to the 3rd century A.D. I 
So the theory of Dhyani Buddhas dates back at least to that 
period. 

The origin of the Dhyani Buddhas and their Saktis is given 
by the Gvhyasamti.ja thus:-

O"'e Buddha was sitting in an assembly, consisting of 
Uodhisattvas and otllers. He was requested by the assembly to 
reveal the Gvhyasamti.ja. Thereupon, he sat in different 
Samadlais (meditations) and uttered different kinds of Mantras 
and transformed himself in different forms of Tathagatas, 
called Dhyti.ni Buddhas, their Saktis or female counteeparts and 
the four guardians of gates. 

Thus he first created the five Dhyani Buddhas, Ak~obhaya, 
Vairocana, Ratna Ketu, the Lord of the Loke8vara Mahavidya 
or Amitabha and Amoghavajra, respectively. 

Then he brought out their female counteeparts, Devasarati, 
Moharati, Iqyarati, Ragarati and Vajrarati respectively. 

Finally he created the four guardians of the four gates, 
Yamautaka, Prajiiantaka, Padmantaka and Vighnantaka . 

• The Mat;uJala of the five Dhyani Buddhas was now 
complete. 

(t>: Or TatloJgataglfhyoka, G.O.S., No. LUI. 
(2) Bhattacharyya, IbfJ-• fntro., p. xxxvii. 
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" It may be seen from the above," writes Bhattacharyya, 
'<.;:bat the M3.1;1gala is not an external object but the manifesta­
tion of one Lord in the different forms. The magic arch is 
nothing but a detailed mental exercise on the part of the Lord, 
for the instruction of the Tathagatas and the Bodhisattvas 
assembled near him. The five Dhyani Buddhas, as we know 
from other references in the Buddhist Tantric literature, 
represent the five Skandhas or elements of which the whole 
creation is composed.l The Dhyani Buddhas are again 
associated with their Saktis which, on the one hand, show that 
the Skandhas develop power only when associated with their 
Saktis, and, on the other hand, show that the Tantrics who want 
to develop power should always be associated with their Saktis 
or female counterparts."ll 

After thus describing the Ma':'9ala of the Dhyani Buddhas, 
Guhyasamaja deals with the different kinds of Siddhis, and 
revolting and disgusting means-such as eating of fleslf, use of 
wine, women, etc.~to achieve them. 

Besides these Dhyiini Buddhas and their Saktis, Guhya­
samaja mentions other deities: Maiiju5ri, Aparajita, Jambhala 
and others.& 

Guhyasamaja, thus, seems to be the formulator' of the 
' Dhyani Buddha theory and the ~nique Tantrayana Pantheon. . 

" This knowledge of the Tathagatas," as Jiianasiddhi says, 
"is what is known as Vajrayana and one who is initiated i,; its 
mysteries is said to be iJ;tv~sted with Vajrayana."4 Further. 
this knowledge is characterized _as one that is not burnt by fire; 
or inundated by fire, or pierced by the sharpest instruments. 
It is unsupported like space, it pervades the universe and is 
devoid of all characteristics and is called the highest truth. 
It is known as Mahamudra (great woman), Samantabhadra 
(thoroughly auspicious), and the Dharmakaya (the spiritual 
body).''6 

(I) Jiiartasiddhi, Two Vaira:;ana Works, G.O.S., No. XLIV, p. 41. 
(2) Bhattacharyya, Guhyasamdja, Intro~ p. xix. 
(3) Set Ibid., pp. xxv-xxviii. 
(4) Bhattacharyya, Two VajroyO.na Work's, Intro., p. xix. < 

(Sl Ibid., 1 ii<lrtanddhi, verse• 46-5Q. 0 



APPENDIX B 
TANTRISM AND PROVINCIAL VERNACULARS 

We said on p. 177 that Tantrism encouraged tlie 
development of provincial vernaculars. Now Mahapandita 
Rabula Sankrityayana bas recovered personal biographies of 
Siddhas who flourished in Magadba, and from a study of their 
lives he has shown that many of the vernacular works were 
written at Nalanda. His article on these Siddhas is being 
published in the Journal A.siatique.l 

{I; Jayaswal, Add.,ss, # Sn>nstll llldia11 Oritftlol Cortf""''e 
Baroda, p. IS. 
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into Chinese* 202, 203; workst 
202. 

Dbarmakirti, contributed to Logic_, 
75, 77; work of, 75, 76; Tantra 
and, 91 ; Nalanda and, 112: 
Kumarila and, 112, 115; Sankara 
and, 112, 113, 114; date of, 113. 

Dhannapala, views on }\.fabayana, 
69; life of, 107; pandit of 
Nalanda, 108, 109, 204; his dis· 
cussions with, 108; works of. 
108, 144; lived in, 109, 204. 

Dharmapaladeva, inscription of, 57; 
Nalanda and, 57; founder of the 
VikfamaSila University_. 181; 

endowments to VikramaSila_. 182; 
head of Nalanda and Vikrama· 
§ila, 186 ; artists and, 233. 

Dhiman, artist of Magadha, 233; 
teacher of art at Nilanda, 235. 

Dhruva, on Diim2ga's contribution 
to Logic, 74, 75, 76. 

Diimaga, writer on Logic, 22, 78; 
lived in, 22 n., 4, 104, works of, 
73; contribution to Logic, 73, 74, 
76, 77; on Inference, 75 i Jife of, 
104; Nalandii and, 104; head· 
dress of, 157; China, Japan and, 
104. 

Diparilkara Srijfiana, pandit of, 88, 
215; High priest o£,182; life of• 
183. 

F 
Fa-bien, quoted on, 38; mentioned, 

39, on monasteries at Patna, 167. 
Fergusson, on TilaQ.aka, 167; on 

Nalanda, 191, 203. • 

G 
GaneSa, .image of, 138, 138, 139. 
Ganga, found at Nalanda, 138; des­

cription of, 138. 
Gautama, on dress of students, 156; 

on gamblingJ 162~ • 
Gopa1a I, l'lli!anda and, 57; king ~f. 

57; Odantapuri and, 189; · 
Gopala II, 59; Banerji and, 59. 
Gotama, founder of Nyaya-s)'stem, 

15. 
Govindapaladeva, last Pala king, 

60; Nalanda and. 60; died in, 60: 
ruled in, 61, 213. 

Gut;~.amati, pandit of Nalanda, 105, 
106; built monastery at, 106~ 

Gurjara-Pratib3.ra, kings. 61; 
Nalanda and, 61. 

H 

Hara, 139. 
Hariti, image of, 131, 134, 230; 

worshipped at, 134; 1-Tsing on, 
134; descriptiou of, 134; 

HaveU, on the observatory at 
Nalandfi, 85; on the arched niches 
of Nahlnda, 238; on the architec· 
tural and sculptural 'Jinds at 
Niilanda, 237. 

'L 
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Harp, of Kanauj, SO; king of 
Central India identified witb, 50; 
built sailgbarama at, 50: built 
vib3.ra at,. 50 n. 3, S3 ; mainte­
nance of N ilanda students and, 
54; upholder of religious views 
of, 54, 209; letter to Silabhadra 
of, 50, 54; Nalanda Mahayana 
and, 68; tribute to the pandits of 
NaJanda of,. 125; Nalanda and, 
191, 205, 207. 224, 225, 226. 

Heras, on the identification of, 47, 
so. 55. 

Heruka, description of, 136, 139. 
Hira Nand Shastri, on seals, 56 n., 

61 n ; view• ont 36, 56,. 216. 220. 

Hiuen Tsiang, quoted on, 33; on 
the aaitgharamas at Naland:i, 41, 
55, 216, 227; the soothsayer and, 
42; on the building of sailgba- , 
r3mii.!t •at, 45; king o£ Central 
India and, SO; Put"Qavanna and1 

55; description of Nalanchi by 
63; on the curriculum at, 65; on 
the worship of images at, 133, 
139; on students' qualifications. 
142, 145; on the method of teach­
ing jt, 146; manuscripts and, 
147; on Sthiramaw, 105; Sila­
bhadra and, 112; on the morality 
of students at, 167; on the 

. number of students at~ 167; Tita ... 
Qaka and~ 107; on the discussions 
at, 176; on Va1ahhi, 179 i at 
Nalandii, 191, l9Z. 193, 194, 197; 
studies of, 193; works of, 194; 
debate with, 194; the refutation 
of Sari1khya and, 194, 195, 196, 
197; stiipa no. 3 and 220; stone­
temple at N :ilanda and biognpher 
oft 224; plan of the excavation 
nnd,225,226,227. 

Hwui Li, on curriculum at Nalanda, 
65; on astronomical observations 
att 8S; on the maintenance of 
stud~nts at, ]60: on the number 
of students at N oilanda, 168.. 

Hwui Nich, a Corean student at 
Nalanda, 198. • 

Hwui-1a. a Chinese student at 
N~1anda, 1?9. 

I 
• UvaraknQa, Samkhya doctrine and, 

19. 
1-Tsing, on the character of monas­

teries, 32 ; on Sakriiditya, 46 ; on 
N .iilanda, 46, on the examination 
at, 66; on Dharmakirti'a con­
tribution to Logic:, i'S; on tbe 
worship of images at Nalandii, 
131, 139; on the equipment of 
student before he entered 
Nalanda. 141, 143; on the fame 
of Nalanda students, 145; manus­
cripts and, 147; on the students 
entering Nalanda, 148; on 
students' discipline 150; on meals 
of students, 158; on students' 
substinence at NaJanda, 159, 160; 
on the morality of students, 160, 
161 j on the number of students 
at Na1andi. 168; on the aims and 
prospects of the students of 
Nalanda, 173, 175; on the discus­
sions at, 176; on Valabhi, 179; 
Bhodidbarma and, 198; at 
Na1andat 199, 200; translation by, 
200. 

J 
Jambbala, image of, 131, 136. 
Jayadeva, pandit of Nlllanda, 105, 

109 • 
Jayaswal, on Kemper's book, 235 

n.; on the school of art, 235. 
Jetari, pandit of VikramaSila, 183. 
Julian. Emperor, on Education, 

2n. 1. 
K 

Kamalasila, pandit of Nalanda, 72, 
77; workse 72, 78 i logician. 78; 
commentary by, 8S; teacher of 
Tantra at, 84, 119; visited Tibet, 
119, 120; discussions with, 120, 
121; lived in, 122. 

Ka1,1iida, founder of Vaisesika 
systemt lS; lived in. 15. 

mniska, 209. 
Keay, quoted on, 31. 
Keith. author of 7 n.; on Dhinaga•s 

view of Inference, 75 u.. 
Kempers, author of. 132; refernd 

to, 133; on Tara. r.J3; on 
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K-conld. 
" Saraswati and Gailga, 138 ;. on 

the bronzes of Na1andi. 233; on 
the relation of 234. 

Kimura, quoted on,47, 70; referred 
to, 103. 

KotiSri, image of, 137. 
~itigarbba, a type of Bodhisattva, 

133. 
Kukkutasiddha, built a temple at, 

208. 
Kumaragupta I, identified with, 47; 

founder of Nalanda University, 
47, 226; date of, 51; religious 
views of. 52; seal of, 61 n. 

Kumar;tgupta II, identified with, 
49,226. 

Kumararaja, king of, SO; Harsa's 
letter tol 50. 

Kutbuddin, 213, 214. 

L 
Lepa, inhabitant of, 36. 
Lha Lama, king of, 184. 

M 
Mahakala, image of, 137. 
Mahindrapaladeva, 61 ; identified 

with, 61. 
Mabipala I, 59; Atisa and, 182 n, 3. 
Maitreya, 6, 74, 88 i founder of, 18; 

author, 19. 
Mailreya (Future Buddha), image 

of, 133, 234. 
l£aitri, student of VikramaSila, 187 i 

AtiSa and, 187. . . 
Matada, minister of, 56; Nalanda 

and, 56. 
Mafiju6ri, image of 133; Santideva 

and, 117. 
Mafijuvara. image of, 137. 
Marshall, on the finds at N3.1anda, 

139, 223. 
l-Iiirici, image of, 131 ; description 

of, 136. 
}.firicipicuva, 137. 
Miitriketa,. works of, 200; I-Tsing 

and, 200. • 
by, 52; 
Buddhism 

Maukharis, king of, 55. 
Mihiraku a, defeated 

Nlilanda and, 207; 
and, 209. 

Mudita, Bbadra, repaired the 
vibaras of, 208. 

N 
Naciketas, 3 n. 3. 
Nagarjuna, 6, 53; fou~der of hfaha .. 

yana, 16; author of, 18; on 
Sii.nya, 88 ; definition of Nirv3.T}.a,. 
88 n.; Nalanda and, 102, 204, 210 
215; figure at VikramaSila of 
183. 

Narada, 3 ; on education, 8. 
Narasimhagupta, Vasubandhu and, 

19 ; identified with, 44, 51 ; restor­
er of, 52; defeated Mibirakula, 
52, 57; seal of, 61 n.; built at, 
45, 226, 227. 

Nayapala, Vikramasila and, 182. 
Newman, on education, 2. 
Nundo La! De, on the identification 

of Vikramasila, 181. 
p 

Padmasambbava, 118; life of, 119; 
Nalanda and, 118; "Jibet and, 
119; founder of Lamaism, 119. 

Page, on the gaming die found at,. 
165. . 

Palas, Natanda and, 61, 228; kings, 
57 61, 231; Buddhism and;209. 

Pa.Qi'ni. age of, 6; SUtra-literature 
and 6 7; curriculum in the time 
of, 7. ' «. •• 

. Patafijali, founder of, 13·; age ot, 
· 13; of Mahabha~ya, 13 n. 1 ; 

works, 144. 
Parvati, image of, 131, 139. 
Patrakesari, criticism of Trairiip_a 

theory, 77. 
· Phul-byung, Tibetan name of AtiSa,. 
. 185. 
Pou-f o-ki-to, pandit of Naland3, 

203 ; visited <..nina, 203. 
Puragupta, identified with, 49; built 

at, 45, 226. 
Purl)avarma, lfaukhiiri king, SS; 

presented Nii.landa with, 55. 

R 

Rahulabbadra, pandit of Nalandli, 
102. 

Ramanuja, propounder of, 23. _ 
Ramapala, Nalanda and, 60; Jagad­

dala a;;;t, 189. 
Randale, on the doctrine of~Vyipti,. 

7~. " 
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Rashdalt, author of, 1 n. 1; on the 
meaning of, 1 n. 3; on Logic in 
Europe, 14; on the method of 
examinatioht 67; on amusements 
of European students, 1/J; on 
defects of ~fediceval European 
education, 177. 

s 
Sakraditya, founder of, 41; I-Tsing 

and. 46; identified with, 47; ruled 
in, 51. 

Samaddar, quoted on, 37; identified 
VikramaSiHi with, 181; on the 
destruction of, 212t 213. 

Samantabbadra, a type of Bodhi­
sattva, 113. 

Saitkara, propounder of~ 23, 83, 
114: Dharmakirtit 112; Santa­
rak~ita and, 114, 115; Buddhism 
and, 210, 211. 

Santarak~ita, pandit of. 72, 75, 71, 
215; ,V\Jrks, 72, 78, 83; on 
TrairUpa theory, 77 i logician, 78, 
117; criticism o{ the S5ri1khya 
by, 80, 81, 82; style of, 84; dif­
ferent schools of thought and, 78, 
i9; Sai1kara and, 114, 115; 
Kum:'filaand,l15;1ife,117,118; 
Tibet and, 118; livell in, 118. 

Santitleva, works, 70, 116: views 
on, 70; life, 115, 116; Nalandii 
. and, 116; Mafijuiri and, 117; 
lived in, 117. 

Saraswati, image of, 138; descrip-
tion of, 138, 13~ 

Satyak:,ma J ahala, 4. 
Senas, Nalanda. and, 61. 
Sidtlhas.ena Divrlk:ua, author of, 

14; writ~r on Nyiya, 14. 
Sil.thhadra, abbot of NalanfHi~ 31, 

54, Ill. 112; Buddhism anJ, iO; 
life, 109, 110; work, ll_1, entered 
Na.Ianda, llO, 148; butlt monas• 
tcry at, 110; Har$a and, 111; 
Hiu~n Tsiang and, 111 ; lived in. 
112, 204. 

~iva, image of, 131, 138, 139. 
Skandagupta, 47, 48, 226; identi­

fied with, 48. • Spoon~r, 223, 224. 
Sthirarf.tti, works. 69 : views on, 

(>9; pandit of, 105; f9uf.ded 

monastery at, lOS, 106, 170.; 
Tibet and, lOS, 106; lived in, 
106;. works of, 107; Tantra and, 
107. 

Subhakara Simha, pandit of 
Na1anda, 212; visited China, 202; 
translated into Chinese, 202~ 

SureSvaravarman, seal1 55; genea­
logy of, 55. 

Siirya, image of, 131, 138. 
Suvi$-QUJ Nalanda and, 39. 

T 

Tang, a Chinese student at Nalanda, 
199. 

Taranath, author of, 20; quoted on, 
37, 1 OJ ; on Diimaga, 104 ; on 
Jayadeva, lOS, 109; on Candra­
kirti, lOS; on Dharmakirti, 112; 
on Niilandi and Vikrama!ila, 
186; on Odantapuri, 189, 202; on 
art, 233 ; mention~d, 235. 

Tarat image of, 131; worshipped 
at, 134; description of, 134, 135; 
Maha Sri, 135; Syama, 135; 
AtiSa and, 188. 

Tao Hi. a Chinese student at 
Niilanda, 198. 

Taou Lin, a Chinese student at 
N a Ianda, 199. 

Taou-sing, a Chinese student at 
Nalanda, 198 . 

Tathiigatagupt~ built smi.gharama 
at~ 45; identified with. 49. 

Thonmi., Tibetan minister~s son, 
201 ; at Nalanda, 201. 

Trailokyavijaya, 136; description 
of, 136, 139. 

Tucci, 18 ; quoted on, 18; on 
Tantra, 95 n. I. 

v 
Vagliwari, 59. 
Va}ra, king~ built sailghiicima at, 

45; id<ntifi<d with, 49. 
Vajrap3J:ti. mentioned, 234; descrip-

ttion of, 135, 137. 
VajnSaraJ~ image of, 137~ 
V:1inyagupta, seal of. 61 n. 
Vai!ampayana, 155. 
Vallabha, 23. 
Varmans, 55: seals of, 55. 
Va~agaQya, Samkhya and, 19. 
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V-conld. 
:Vasubandhu_, mentioned, 6; author 

of, 19; lived in, 19 n. 5, 103; 
pandit of Nlilanda, 20, 103, 104, 
215; works on Logic_, 23; 
syllogism of, 74, 75; Biiliiditya, 
and, 103; Matriketa on, 200. 

Vatsyayana, author of, 19; Bhii>ya, 
74, 75. 

Vidyabbusana, quoted on, 21 ; on 
the dress of Bhikkhus, 157, 158; 
on Vikrama!ilii, 182. 

Vigrahapiila, 60. 
Vikramaditya I, identified with, 49. 
Vikramaditya II, identified with, 

49. 
Vindhyavasa, 19. 
Virocana, 3 n. 3. 
Viradeva, Devapiila and, 59; head 

of the saitgh~ 59_, 205; governor 
of N iilanda, 123, 205 ; life, 123, 
124. 

Vis~u. image of, 131, 138; descriP"' 
lion of, 139, 183. 

w 
Waddell, on Mahayana, !7; on 

Tantra, 91. 
Walden, author of, 2 n.. 1. 
Winternitz, on Tantrat 86. 
Wou King, a Chinese student at 

Niilanda, 199. 
y 

Yajfiavalkya, 155. 
Yamantaka, 137; description of .. 

137. 
Yaska, author of, 7. 
Ya5odbarma, identified with, 56. 
YaSovarmadeva, inscription of, 56; 

N ~Handa and, 56; identified with .. 
56 ; ruled at, 56. :....::.::.;: 

Yuvan Chin, a Chinese student :at. 
Nalandii, 197. f. 
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A 

Aligarh, University and Theology, 
2 n. 4. 

B 
Benarett University and Theology, 

2 n. 4. 
Bologna, University of, 5. 
Burgaon. identified with, 221 ; 

village of, 225. 

c 
Cambodia, 2)3. 
Ceylon, Nfllanda and, 201 .. 
China, 104, 191, 197, 200, 201, 202, 

203, 215, 233. 
Ouny, 203,206. 
Oair-Vaux, 2()3, 20'>. 

E • Ellora, caves, 27; slabs of stone at, 
147. 

H 
Harappa, drainage system of, 237. 

J 
Jagaddala, University of, 168; rise 

of, 189; pandit> of, 189. 
Java, 58, 191; Maitreya-figure of, 

234 ; Buddha-figure of, 234 ; 
Nalanda Art and, 233; Mahii.· 
yana of, 235. 

K 
Kama.ntpa, 203. 
Kaficbipura, 104, 107, 108, 204; 

Nal•nda and, 191. 
Kanheri, awes, 27. 

~~::. ::::P::!t:::.~d>'• m-1 
fiuence f''er, 233; inscriptioa a" 
2JJ. . • # 

Moheno-io·daro, dr.oinage system 
of, 237. 

Monte Cassino, 191; Nalanda and, 
191, 206. 

N 
Nala, birth-place of, 38. 
Nalaka, birth-place of, 38. 
Natanda, application of the word, 

'University,. to, 1; and Theology, 
2 n. 4; educational institutions 
at, 3 ; a vihdrtJ, 4; professors~ 5 ; 
period preceding the rise of, 5; 
heritage of, 6, 2J. 229; wall at, 
29, 53; old account of,. JJ; mean­
ing of, 35; origin of the name of, 
36 n. 2; Buddha and, 36; 
Suvi$QU and, 39; University town 
and, 40; climate of, 41; prophecy 
about, 42; Mihirakula and, 43; 
royal patrons of, 44 ; I-T sing on,. 
46; date of the royal rise of, 51-
52; Tantra at, 86; Tantrism and, 
101; education, 101 ; PurQ.avarma 
and, SS; Ya§ovarmmadeva and, 
56; Devapaladeva and, 57, 58-59; 
Gopala II, 59; Mahipala I, 59, 
60; Palas and, 61 ; number of 
eolleges at, 62 ; arrangement and 
description of buildings at, 62-
63; library at, 6J, 215; a scholastic 
city, 64; studies of, 65; curri­
culum at, 65, 67, 145; degree, 06, 
1? 4 ; method of e."<amination at, 
66, 147 ; two kinds of students at. 
67 ; Theology and, 67; sky-8ower 
doctrine.w 68, 69; teachings, 78; not a Buddhist University only, 
82 , a Temple of Learning, 82 ; 
Astronomy at, 85 ; clepsydra at. 
85; ritualism 94, 128, 131; 
changes in ritualism of. 140; and 
Tantri•m, 101; Art, 101, .139, 
231, 232, 2JJ, 2J4; education, 
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101; Pandita, 102; Vasubandhu, 
< 103; Asanga, 103; and Sna­

bhadra, no, Ill, 112: and 
Dharmakirti, 112; and Saittideva, 
116; and Padmasambbava, 118, 
119; and Candrogomin, 122; and 
Viradeva, 123; seal of, 123 ; in a 
flourishing condition, 124; and 
Buddhaklrti, 124; Pandits at, 124, 
12SJ 126, 127; excavations at, 
128

1 
229; the rites at. 128; Ablu­

tion of tbe Holy Image at, 129 ; 
Caityavandana at, 130; image 
discovered at, 131, 132; Buddha 
image, 132; ~Iaitreya image, 133_, 
234; Bodhisattva image, 133, 134; 
Tara and Hariti worshipped at, 
134; figure of Hariti, 134; figure 
of Tara, 134, 135; Bhrkuti Tara 
worshipped at1 135: figure of 
Vasudhara, 135; figure of Trai­
lokyavijaya, 136; figure of 
Heruka, 136; figure of Jambhala, 
136; figure of Maricl, 136; figure 
of Yamantaka, 137; figure of 
Vajrapat;ti, 134, 137, 230, 234; 
figure of Mai\juvara, 137; figure 
of Koti:\ri, 137; figure of Vajra­
Sarada, 137; figure of Aparijita1 

138; figures of Hindu pantheon 
at, 138; figure of VigtU, 138; 
figure of Saraswati, 138; figure 
of Ganga, 138; figure of Siva and· 
Parvati, 139. 223 ; University of 
Universities, 145; cf. with Ox­
ford and Cambridge, 145: method 
of teaching at, 146, 147; copying 
of manuscripts at, 147; matricu:. 
lation examination at, 147, 148;· 
age of student entering, 148~ 149; 
a school for secondary e-ducation, 
149; state of discipline at, 149, 
152n; dress of the professors of, 
157; meals of the students of, 
158; provisions of food to. 159; 
daily life of the students of, 141; 
entrance at, 144 ; gambling at, 
164; the find of a gaming die at, 
164; games and amusements of 
students of, 166 i number of 
students at, 166, 168; number of 
students and, 169; aims and pros­
peds of tbe students of, 170; 

aims of the students of, 171 ; 
Door-keepers of the University 
of, 174; Value of the education 
of the University of, 175, 176; 
value of the discuSsions at, 176; 
storehouse of knowledge and 
wisdom, 180; supervised by 
Vikramasila, 186; end of, !89, 
207, 208; date of destruction of; 
208, 212,213, 214; compared with 
VikramaSila, 189; compared with 
1fonte Cassino, 191, 205; Fergus­
son and, 191 ; international stu­
dents concourse at, 191; Hiuen 
Tsiang at, 191, 192, !93; 197; 
Pilgrim-students by the Northern 
route at, 197, 198, 199; Pilgrim­
students by the Southern route at. 
199; I-Tsing at, 200; Thonmi at, 
20 I ; pandits to China, 202, 203 ; 
interprovincial University, 203; 
manifold aspects of 205; centre 
of Buddhist lore, ~6; Ouny, 
Qairvaux and, 205; to-day, 216; 
Cunningham and, 216; rebuilding 
of, 216; of Medirevaf times, 217, 
227; Monastery site I att 217, 
218; storeyed buildings at, 218; 
bhik~us cells at, 218; sailgha­
rimas at, 219; }.fonastery Np. I 
at, 219; tronastery No. 6 at, 220; 
Stiipa site, 3, 220, 221, 235, 236; 
stone-Temple at, 222. 224; build­
ings, 229, 235, 237; Art and, 229; 
Bitpalo and, 235; Dhiman and, 
235; bronzes of, 233, 235; Malay 
Archipelago and, 233, 234; 
Mahayana of Java and, 234; Java 
Temples and, 234; standing 
Buddha of, 234; Maitreya of, 
234; Stiipa-style at, 236; bricks, 
236; flourished in, 237; drains, 
237; architectural specimens, 237 j 

school of arts and crafts at, 238. 

0 

Odantapuri, vihara, 29; University 
of, 168, 213; rise of. 189; des­
troyed, 212. 

Oxford. University and Theology, 
2 n. 4! 146; meals of students of, 
159. 't 
' 
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p 

Paris, University and Theology, 2 
n. 4; Univ.ersity, 5, 155. 

Puru$apura, 103, 191. 

s 
Salerno, University of, 5. 
Samatata, 110, 191, 204. 
Sfliichi, stiipa at, 235. 
Saranath, stiipa, 235; Dhiimekb, 

stiipa at, 236. 
Suvan)advipa, king of, 58. 
Sumatra, 58, 203, 205, 215, 233, 

T 
Taks.Silii, Theology and, 2 n. 4; 

achools of arts and crafts at, 
237; subjects taught at, 9; num­
ber of students at, 167. 

Talang Toewo, inscription at, 233, 
234. 

Tibet, Tiitttrism and, 190; AtiSa 
and, 186, 190 i N<ilandi and, 
191, 200; King of, 201. 

Tila4;lka, monastery at, 167. 

v 
Valabhi, University of, 145; Mona•s­

tery at, 105, 106; Stbiramati and 
105, 106, 179; degree of, 173; 
value of the education of, 17 S ; 
rise of, 179; compared with 
Nalanda, 179, 180; royal patrons 
of, 179; store-house of know­
ledge and wisdom, 180; studies 
of, 180. 

VikramaSiHi, mentioned, 85, 102, 
124, 145, 168; number of students 
at, 169; Door-keepers o£,174,183; 
sister University of, 180; the rise 
of, 181; founder of, 181, the site 
of, 181, 182; royal patrons of, 
182; Dharmapala and, 182; Atisa 
and, 182, 1M; description of. 182; 
studies of, 183 ; figure of Nagar­
juna at, 183; convocation at. 184, 
185; professorial staff at, 186; 
degree at, 186; student life at, 
187; end o£. 189; compared with, 
189; Tantrism and, 190; destroy­
ed in, 212, 213; wall at, 213. 



INDEX OF IMPORTANT WORDS 

A 
Abbayamudrii, 132, 135. 
Adhyatmavada, of Sankara, 83. 
Adhyatmavidya, 142. 
Ak$ara, realization of, 4. 
Alayavijfiana, 19. 69. 
Alidha, a kind of spiritual posture, 

230. 
Anusavanna, meaning, 31. 
Arama, meaning, 31. 
Ardhaparyanka, a kind of spiritual 

posture, 13:>, 230. 
Art, Gupta, 23Z; Pala, 201; of 

Nalandii, 101, 232; Nalanda and, 
229; at Nalandii, school of, 238. 

Astronomy, part of knowledge~ 2; 
at Nalanda, 85. 

B 

Bhikkbu, Buddhist, 24, 153; dress 
of a, 156. 

Brahma, realization of, 4. 
c 

Caityavandana, rite, 128; descrip­
tion, 129, 130; at Na.Iandi, 130, 
131; at Tamralipti, 131. 

Chandas, Metre, a branch of'stQdy, 
10. 

Cikitsiividya, subject taught at, 65, 
144. 

D 
Dbyani Buddha, theory, 91. 
Dbyanamudrii, 133. 
Dharmacakramudra, 134, 135, 137. 

G 

Grammar, part of knowledge, 2. 

H 
Hetuvidya, 72, 141, 168. 

J 
Jyoti~a, Astrology, branch of study, 

10 •• 

K 

Kalacakrayana, image, 137, 139. 
Karul}a, doctrine, 88, 89, 90; sym­

bolism, 97, 231. 
Kevaladvaita, of Sankara, 23. 

L 
Logic, part of knowledge, 2; stu­

dents and, 14; lviedizval, 21; 
subject at, 72; Contribution to, 
73; value of, 177. 

M 
Madbyamika, Philosophy, i21 ; work• 

on, 21. ~ 
Mabasukbavada. 83, 88, a9, 90. 
Mantrayana, 161. 

N 
Natti, meaning, 30. 
Niritma, 88. 
Nyaya, system, 13; writerst:on, 14; 

students' (students') curriculum 
and, 15. . . 

P. 
Palat Art, Tantrism and, 177; iilter­

pretation o£ images of, 232; in­
fluence of. 234; bronzes of 
Nalanda and, 235; paintings of, 
235 n. 

· Pandita, meaning, 102. 
Par3.rth3.num3.na, 73, 74. 
Philosophy, part of knowledge, 2; 

subject taught at, 67, 7Z; value of, 
177. 

Prajiia, symbolic meaning, 97. 
Prajfiopaya, meaning, 97. 

s 
Sabdavidyii, study of, 141. 
Saddhiviharika, 149. 
Sadbyasama, fallacy of, 21. 
Sarilkhya, 'system, 10; students' 

curriculum and, 10; criti~sm of, 
8(), 81, 82, 194, 195, 196. 

• 
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Sangha, Buddhist, 25; function• of, 
30; character, 31, 32. 

Sailghakamma, 30. 
Sailgh3.rfima,.meaning, 24, 227. 
Sarigiti, a form of Buddhist litera-

ture, 89. 
Siddhi, definition) 91; varieties, 91 

n., 92 n. 
Siksa, J-lhonetics, a branch of 

study, 10. 
~ilpavidya. 141. 
~uddhildvaita, of Val!abha, 23. 
Scmya, 93, 95, 231. 
Siinyatfi, 97, 99. 
Si'itra, literature, 10. 

T 

Tantra, subject at N~landa, 86, 86 
n. 3; preached in, 89 ; doctrine, 
100; division of, 100; defence of, 
100; writers on, 122. 

Tantric, aim! o£. 91, 95, 96; qualifi­
cations tf, 92; culture, 94, 95, 
100; practices, 98, 100 i images, 
131, 137, 139; pantheon, 132. 

Tantrism, 86; origin, 86; nature, 
87; features, H7 n; causes of the 
rise of, 90; date of, 91; symbo­
lism oj. 97; works on, 91; criti­
cism of, 94, 96, 9~; educative 
value of, 94, 101; flourished in, 
IZJ; at Niilanda, 94, 101, 209, 
210; Pala, Art and, 177; provin­
cial vernaculars and, 177; Vikra­
maS.ila and, 188, 190; morality 
and, 188; Jagaddala and, 189. 

Tantray:lna, pantbeon1 94, 136, 230; 
figures of, 136, 137, 139. . 

Trairiipa, theory, 74, 7S, 76, 77. 

• 

• 

Theology, part of knowledge, :Z; 
University education and, 2 n., •: 
at Nalanda, 67, 72; value of, 177. 

u 
University, significance of the 

word, 1 i education and, 2; kinds 
of students and, 2; India and the 
word, 3; student in India, 140, 
149, ISO, lSI, 152, 155; student 
in Europe, 149, 150, 151, 152, 155: 
life, 162. 

Upanisad, word and its meaning, 3; 
formed part of students' curricu­
lum, 9; quoted, 154, 170, 171. 

Upaya, symbolic meaning of, 97, 98~ 
Or~a. 132. 
u~~i~a. 132. 

v 
Vajraparyanka, 260. 
Vajrasattva, 97. 
Vajrasana, 133, 134. 
Vajrayana? symbolism, 97; views 

on, 98, 99; mentioned, 139. 
VaiSe$ika, system, 15; influence on, 

IS ; Santarak~ita and, 79. 
V aradamudra, 133. 
Vassal rain retreat, origin, 24. 
Vib3.ra, description, 38. 
Vii fiana, 88. 
Vi.SisHidvaita, of Ramanuja, ZJ. 
Vyalaka, motif, 134. 

y 
Y abyum, meaning, 23, n. 2. 
Yavanika, 164. 
Yoga, philosophy. 13; contribution 

to, 13. 
Yogacara, doctrine. 19; school at 

N alanda, 234, 

• 




