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PREFATORY NOTE.

The materials from which this volume has been compiled
have been supplied in the case of Bastar, Kanker, Surguja,
Raigarh, Jashpur, Sakti, Khairagarh, Kawardha, Korea and
Chang Bhakar by the Feudatory Chiefs, and in the case of
Udaipur, Sarangarh, Nandgaon, Chhuikhadan by the Superin-
tendents in charge of these States. The Chiefs and their
Diwans and other officials, who have assisted in the work,
deserve special thanks for the trouble which they have taken
and the same remark applies to the Superintendents, The
Chief of Surguja, Maharaja Bahadur Raghunath Saran Singh
Deo, Rai Bahadur Panda Baijnith, Extra Assistant Com-
missioner (Diwan of Bastar) and Babu C.S.Ishwar Sekhram
(Diwag of Sakti) have kindly assisted the work by sending
photographs toillustrate it. Mr, H. Cousens, Superinterident of

. Arch@ology, has also contributed two photographs. Without

s

.the help so kindly given by Mr. G. W. Gayer of the Indian
Police (formerly Administrator of Bastar)and Mr. E. A. Rooke,
Forest Officer of that State, the account of the birds and
animals found there- would have been very incomplete. In
the Gazetteers of the Chota Nagpur States, certain notes by
Mr. L. E. B. Cobden-Ramsay, I.C.S., have been drawn upon
very freely. The information regarding the geological for-
mations of the States has been derived from papers prepared
by Mr. Vredenburg. Lastly, Messrs. R. V. Russell, I.C.S.,
A.E. Nelson, 1.C.S., and Hira Lal, E.A.C., have given much -
valuable advice as to the form into which the work should be
*thrown, while Pandit Ganpat Rao, Superintendent of the
Political Agent's Office, Chhattisgarh Feudatories, and Babu
S. N. Bose, lately a member of the Rajkumar College Staff -
and tutor to the Chief of Sarangarh, have devoted much time
to the preparation of the drafts for the press. To all these. .

gentlemen my acknowledgments are due, e

RAIPUR, . : E. A, peF. |
The 20th June 1909. § ' '
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FEUDATORY STATES.

INTRODUCTION.

State. Area. Population.

Bastar ... eeel 13,002 306,501
Kanker ... - 1,429 103,530
Nandgaon vee 871 126,363
Khairagarh es 931 137,554
Chhuikhadan ... voe e 154 26,368
Kawardha ceo vee 798 57,474
Raigarh ... 1,486 ‘174,929
Sakti ee . 138 © 22,501
Sarangarh . e 540 79,900
Surguja ... 6,035 351,011
Udaipur ... ven ae s 1,055 45,379
Jashpur ... ‘oo .- 1,003 132,114
Korea ... .ee . . 1,631 35,113
Chang Bhakir ... . e .. - go6 19,548
Total ...| 390,939 | 1,618,109

1. This volume gives an account of the fourteen States
which are included in the Chhattisgarh
Division of the Central Provinces; a
group, by no means homogeneous, but composed of units
which differ one from another as much in their physical
features as they do in the degree of civilisation to which their
inhabitants have attained. In this introduction, an attempt
will be made to give a general description of the whole group
which may assist the reader in forming a rough idea of the
territories dealt with, of their extent, population and general
development, and of the system under which they are
administered.

Originally there were fourteen States in the Chhattisgarh
Division, five of which, v/s., Kalahandi, Patna, Rairikhol,
Bamra and Sonpur were Uriya-speaking States, while in the
remaining nine the common language was Hindi. When a
redistribution of territory was effected in 1903 between Bengal

and the Central Provinces, these Uriya-speaking States iere
1

General Introduction.
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made over to Bengal and five Hindi-speaking States, which
had up to then been attached to the Chota Nagpur Division
of Bengal, were transferred to the Central Provinces. The
latter States are Surguja, Udaipur, Jashpur, Korea and
Chang Bhakar. '

The fourteen States now included in the Chhattisgarh
Division cover an area of 30,959 square miles and have a
population of 1,618,109 souls. They do not form a compact
block of territory, but extend from 24°-06’ N. (the northern
limit of Surguja) to 17°-46' N. (the southern limit of Bastar),
and-from 84°-24' E. (the eastern limit of Jashpur) to 80°-15" E.
(the western limit of Bastar,) Geographically the States are
split up into three blocks. The first consists of the Bastar
and Kanker States; the second of the Nindgaon, Khaira-
garh, Chhuikhadan and Kawardha States, the first three of
which are interlaced with one another and with British
territory in an intricate manner; and the third of the three
old Central Provinces States of Sakti, Raigarh and Saran-
garh and the five new States handed over from Bengal.

2. The first block is largely covered with forests and mainly
inhabited by aborigines, the population
being extremely sparse in parts and
nowhere very dense. Thus in Bastar the average density
is 24 to the square mile, the maximum in the area round
the capital being 50 and the minimum 4 to the square
mile ; while in Kanker, which is nearer to the oJpen
Chhattisgarh country and has therefore attracted more -
immigrants than Bastar, the average density is 7248 to
the square mile. The main feature of the Bastar State
is the extensive plateau, mainly covered with sal (Skorea
robusta) forest stretching from its northern boundary to some
distance south of the Indravati river and mainly inhabited by
aboriginals known as Murias. The western part of the State
is a tangled mass of hills, known as the Abujhmair, inhabited
by a primitive tribe known as the DMarias. The southern
portion of the State along the Godavari river is low-lying, hot
and damp. Teak grows well there but most of the big timber
has already been extracted. In this tract Telugu is spoken or
understood by the people. The Kanker State lies lower than
the Bastar plateau and is more open in the east, where the
Mahanadi river flows through the State than it is in the west.

Bastar and Kinker.
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A good second-:lass road runs from Jagdalpur, the capital of
Bastar, through Kanker to Dhamtari, the terminus of the
Raipur-Dhamtari narrow-gauge branch of the Bengal-Nagpur
- Railway. Asurface road takes off from thisroadat Kondiagaon,
59 miles distant from Jagdalpur, to Antagarh (a tahsil head-
-quarters of Bastar State) continues as a second-class road and
runs through Kinker State and the Drug District to Raj-
Naiandgaon, a station on the main line of the Bengal-Nagpur
Railway and the capital of the Nandgaon State. Myrabol-
.ams are exported in large quantities from these two States,
and, as might be expected, forest products generally are the
-chief sources of trade. The timber in the Kinker forests has
been freely exploited, but in Bastar large tracts are untouched
by the axe and, given proper conservancy, protection from
reckless waste by the aborigines, and better means of com-
munication, should in the course of time prove an exceeding-
ly valuable property to the State. Rice may be regarded as
the main crop in both these States, but the aborigines also
grow kodon and kutki and eke out their food supplies with
mahud, yams and other jungle produce. They are all addic-
ted to the use of liquor brewed from the flower of the mahua
and zari.
3. The second block, consisting of Nandgaon, Khaira-
garh, Chhuikhadan and Kawardha,
Nindgaon,  Khairi- lies on the edge of the Chhattisgarh
f\;’:; r%};lgf“kbad‘_m and - pasin, with the western and northern
borders of the block among the hills
-of Bhandara, Balaghat and Mandla. The open country is as
well cultivated and as prosperous as the adjoining parts of
British territory and, as there are considerable tracts of black
soil, we find wheat, gram and linseed cultivated to a far
larger extent than is the case in Kanker and Bastar. The
population is also more mixed as the aborigines have given
way in the open tracts to Telis, Chamars and other castes
found in the Chhattisgarh plain. In the hilly parts of these
States, however, the Gonds hold on, and along the Mandla
border in Kawardha State a colony of Baigas is located on
the Chilpi Ghat and is allowed to carry on cultivation by
axe and fire in a block of jungle set apart for the purpose.
This block of States is well provided with roads. Good
second-class roads from Dongargarh and Raj-Nandgaon
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stations on the mainline of the Bengal-Niagpur Railway con--
verge on Khairagarh, whence a road leads through Chhui-
khadan and the Drug zamindaris of Gandai and Sahaspur
Lohira to Kawardha. The latter town is also connected
with Tilda station on the main line of the Bengal-Nagpur Rail-

way (55 miles) by a second-class road. Nandgaon and Khaira-
garh benefit by the Great Eastern Road, running more or
less parallel to the railway along or near their common bor-
der for some distance and through Raij-Nandgaon itself.

Dongargarh station, which lies in Khairagarh State, is also-
connected with the Great Eastern Road by a second-class
<ross road. The main line of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway
runs through both these States and takes the heavy traffic

which converges on Raj-Nandgaon and Dongargarh. Rice,

wheat, oilseeds and jungle produce are the chief articles of
export. Rice, kodon, kutki and arkar are the chief crops.
grown for local consumption. Wheat is usually exported.

The mahuia flower is popular as an article of diet and is very
useful to the aborigines who here, as elsewhere, rely on this

and on jungle roots and fruits to supplement their grain
crops. Cotton is grown to some extent and attempts have

been made to encourage the cultivators to grow a good class.
of cotton (though so far without much success), in the hope

that the Bengal-Nagpur Spinning and Weaving mills at Raj-

Niandgaon may be able to obtain a “satisfactory supply of
cotton locally, The Managers of the mills have done every
thing possible to popularize the crop by providing good seed

at much less than its cost price, suitable agricultural im-
plements and skilled cultivators to train the local men. They
have also opened ginning mills at Raj-Nandgaon and Ka-
wardha. In this block of States Nandgaon and Chhuikhadan -
have but little forest, but Khairagarh and Kawardha possess.
considerable areas, Kawardha in particular being fortunate in
possessihg excellent s/ forests -along the borders of the
Mandla and Balaghat Districts which are at present being
-worked by the Bengal Timber Trading Co. on lease for the:
extraction of sleepers.

4. The third block of States may be subdivided into two-
groups, the first consisting of the
three States which have been under
the Central Provinces Administra-

Raigarh, Sakti and
Sarangarh.
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tion from the time of the first Chief Commissioner, v7z., Rai-
.garh, Sakti and Sarangarh; and the second being composed of
the five States made over by Bengal in 1905. The first group
is on the eastern fringe of the Chhattisgarh plain, and the
States included in it are cpen and well developed. The main
line of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway touches the capitals of
Raigarh and Sakti. Sarangarh is cut off from Raigarh by
the Mahanadi river which is a serious obstacle to traffic.. In
the open season, however, it can be temporarily bridged and
steps are being taken to do this. The Raigarh and Saran-
garh States are fairly well provided with second-class roads,
but Raigarh requires opening up to the north of the railway
where the country is hilly. The Chief is constructing a good
second-class road from Khursia railway station north to the
Mand river, which forms the boundary between this State and
Udaipur. This road is intended ultimately to carry a tram-
way or light railway connecting Khursia station with a coal
field found on the Mand river. The main crop grown. in
_these States is rice and the cultivation is certainly more skil-
ful, at any rate in south Raigarh and Sarangarh, than in any
-other part of the States. The best cultivators in these two
States are of Uriya extraction (Koltas and Agharias) ; they
.are very laborious, devotedly attached to their fields, and
exceedingly clever at conserving and utilising any available
water, holding it up in tanks and leading it to their fields in
most ingenious fashion. Sugarcane and hemp are also
successfully cultivated ty them, the latter crop being mainly
-exported to Calcutta through Raigarh where a European firm
has established a depdt to handle the fibre., Wheat, gram
4and other spring crops are not much grown in these States.
In the matter of forests there is not much to say. The Sakti
and Sarangarh States have no forest of any great value;
Raigarh can grow good sa/ but most of it has been exploited.
5. In the second group of States the largest and most
important is Surguja which in

Surguja,Udaipur, Jash- point of area (6055 square miles)
}L’,lllml;mk;o rea and Chavg 45 second only to Bastar and in
population (3s1,011) is first of

all the States. East of it lies Jashpur and west Korea
with Chang Bhakar beyond it,- while Udaipur lies to
the south in the low country below the wall of the
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great plateau known as the Mainpat. All the first four
States.named above are landlocked and no cart traffic is
carried on in them. Surguja is cut off from the nearest
station on the main line of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway by a
pass on the road leading through Udaipur State which is.
hardly passable for loaded bullocks, much less for carts. A
similar obstacle cuts off the -traffic to Sakti station. To the
east the country through Jashpur and Gangpur is easier, but
the distance to the rail is very great. To the north the
-country again becomes difficult. The easiest exit for trade
appears to be through the Uprora and Maitin zamindaris
of the Bjlaspur District to Pendra Road station on the
Bilaspur-Katni branch of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, but at
present no road exists. Meantime the western part of the
State sends its grain through Korea State to Pendri Road,
but this is* a round about route and by no means easy.
Surguja in fact may be roughly described as a secluded
basin, walled in on the north, east and south by massive hill
barriers and protected from approach on the west by the
forest-clad tract of Korea. Its most important physical
features are the Mainpat, a magnificent tableland forming
the southern barrier of the State, and the Jamirapat, a long
winding ridge which is part of its eastern boundary. From
- the Jamirapat isolated hill ranges and the peculiar formations
locally known as pdls rise to an elevation of 3500 and 4000
feet, forming on the north the boundary of Palimau and
blending on the south with the hill system of northerng
Jashpur. In the valley of the Kanhar river there is am
abrupt descent of goo feet from the tableland of the east to
the fairly level country of central Surguja, which here
divides into two broad stretches of fertile and well tilled land. -
One of these runs south towards Udaipur and separates the
Mainpat from the wild high lands of Khuria in Jashpur ; the
other trends to the west and, opening out as it goes, forms
the main area of cultivated-land in the State. The Jashpur
State is divided into a low land tract and a highland. The
low lands, known as the Hetghat country, are undulating and
well cultivated ; the highland tract, or Uparghat, is cut off
from the low lands by a steep wall of rocky hills above which
lies the capital Jashpurnagar. The tract round the capital
is fairly open, but towards the Surguja side the country rises.
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still higher to the Khuria plateau, and here cultivation is
confined to the valleys, often very narrow, and the tops of the
plateaux, with patches of dalkiaz cultivation on the slopes
where the jungle is felled and burnt by the wild tribe known
as Korwas. To the west of Surguja in the Korea State the
land rises in steps of forest-clad hills until the Chang Bhakar
plateau is reached, These two States, Korea and Chang
Bhakair, are very wild and in parts the population is extreme-
ly scanty, Chang Bhakar is a mere tangle of hills and
forests with hardly any tracks through them. On the
Surguja border and in the Khargawian zamindari in the
south of Korea the soil is fairly good, but as a rule it is poor.
The Udaipur State to the south of Surguja has some fertile
land in the Mand valley, but the northern and eastern
portions of the State are covered with hills and forests.
Udaipur alone of these five States has fairly easy access to
the railway, its capital Dharamjaigarh being connected with
Khursia station by a road which will shortly be raised to
the second class. As might be expected from the description
given above, the people of these States are backward.
They live in rude comfort, but have little or nothing in the
way of luxuries. The aboriginal tribes of Gonds, Kawars,
Korwas, Khorakas, Bhuinhars and Oraons muster strong and
the higher castes are but scantily represented. Rice is care-
fully cultivated and considerable attention is paid to the plots
of barley and mustard grown in the cultivators’ homesteads.
- In the northera part of Surguja wheat and gram are grown
to some extent, but elsewhere these crops are unimportant.
The jungle tribes prefer the fruits and roots which they find
in the forests to rice, and subsist largely on them. The
flower of the mahua is everywhere a great stand-by, and
yams and arrowroot are eagerly collected. Wild animals
of the various sorts found in the forests, birds, rats and
snakes (if not poisonous) all contribute to the pot. The
Korwis are even said not to hesitate to eat dogs. Surguja
and Jashpur both produce grain in excess of their require-
ments and export large quantities of rice and oilseeds.
Surguja also does a considerable trade in lac with Mirzapur.
Korea and Chang Bhakar cannot export much grain ; indeed
it is doubtful if Chang Bhakiar can spare ,any at the best of
times. All these States, however, support large herds of
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buffaloes, which are brought down from .the north for the:
sake of the grazing on the well-watered plateaux scattered
through the country, and in consequence- there is a good
trade in ghi. The forests in these States mainly consist of
sal, but, though they are very extensive, they do not appear
to contain much big timber.

In Jashpur there are some blocks of fairly good forests and
in Khargawan (Korea State) magnificent trees are found.
Elsewhere, either through the poverty of the soil or ‘through
the universal adoption of the practice of tapping the trees
for resin—a practice which is now forbidden—the timber is
small and poor. In any case most of the forests are too
remote from the railway to attract customers.

6. The early history of the States is obscure and the

History and status traditions handed down in the ruling
gfatzl;ep rls)l:ltf)s.BfltTll’Slg families are generally incapable of
rule. verification, but such information as is
available has been given in the separate accounts of each
State comprised in this volume.

Originally the rulers  were known as zamindars and were
petty chieftains, mostly either of the Rajput or Gond castes,
each of whom had carved out for himself an estate in what
was then wild and practically unknown country. There
were 115 estates of this nature scattered over the country
now known as the Central Provinces, varying in size from
large and important territorial possessions such as Bastar,
with an area of over 13,000 square miles, to single villages
paying a few rupees, or in some cases nothing at all. Of the
States dealt with in this volume, Bastar, Kianker, Kawardha,
Khairagarh, Nandgaon and Chhuikhadin belonged to the
group known as Nagpur Zamindaris, the first three going into
a sub-group known as Zamindaris of Chhattisgarh and the
last three into that known as the Khaloti (or low country)
Zamindaris; Raigarh, Sakti and Sarangarh belong to the
group of the Sambalpur Garhjat chiefs and Surguja,
Udaipur, Jashpur, Korea and Chang Bhakar to the group
known as the Zamindaris of Surguja pertaining to Chota
Nagpur. Practically in every case the chieftains were
subordinate to higher chiefs such as the Rajas of
Mandla, Deogarh * or Chanda or the Haihayavansi dynasty
of Ratanpur.? Bastar alone seems to have remained intact

1. In Chhindwira, 2. In Bilaspur,
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from a very remote period without territorial interference on
the part of the paramount power. The one point which is
certain about these tenures is their great antiquity. Gradual-
ly, as the Marathias extended their conquests during the period
1740-17535, these chieftains became subordinate to that power.
In 1819 and succeeding years enquiries into the past history
of the tenures under the Maratha Government were made by
British officers and a report on the subject was drawn up by
Mr. R. Jenkins and published in 1827. In this Report it is
stated that the Wainganga Zamindaris—including, it must be
presumed, the Khaloti or low country Zamindaris (the class
to which the present States of Khairagarh, Nandgaon and
Chhuikhadan belong), which were previously subject to the
Lanji District—*seem to have been granted or confirmed to the
“ancestors of their present possessors, chiefly Gonds and
¢ Rajputs, by the Marathas, as rewards for service or to en-
¢ sure their assistance in maintaining tranquillity in a country
¢ at that time very unsettled and affording great facilities for
‘ resisting authority.” In regard to the Zamindaris of Chhat-
ﬁsgarh proper, which included the present State of Kawardha,
we learn that they ‘seem to have been held by the Chhattis-
‘garh Rajas of the ancient but long extinct Haihayavansi
¢ Kshattriya dynasty on the tenure of military service which
¢ the Marathas changed to a tribute.’

The Kanker and Bastar Raijas are described as zamindars
of Chhattisgarh but their origin does not receive particular
notice. The Kanker Raja was at one time deprived of his
zamindari by the Marathia Government for rebellion, but he
was repossessed of his ancient seat of Kanker proper. The
Bastar zamindari, as already remarked, seems to have re-
mained intact from a very remote period. In all cases, not-
withstanding the official authority of the chieftains and their
administrative influence, they were dependent and subject to
the Government of the day. . In most instances this depend-
ence was inherent in the tenure from the first and in all it
was rzal under the Maratha Government. Mr. Jenkins ad-
duces evidence of this and points out that the Wainganga
zamindars were bound by the old sanads, conferring the
tenure, ‘to furnish a certain number of armed followers, to
¢ assist the Government in police matters,” besides paying a
rent which was ‘regulated by no fixed rules and increased a



10 CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY. STATES.

¢ opportunity offered.” The zamindars also of Chhattisgarh
proper, as well as the Kanker and the Bastar zamindars, paid
large sums by way of tribute, and with regard to the Chhat-
tisgarh zamindars it is'recorded that the tribute fluctuated ‘ac-
cording to the strength or weakness of the Government.’ Thus
in 1819 the status of these Chiefs may be described in general
terms as one which ¢ left the chieftains on sufferance entire
¢ masters of their own lands and people so long as by re-
¢ gularly paying their tribute and rendering feudal service and
¢ obeisance they fulfilled the condition of good behaviour.’

But in 1819 their power was restricted under new engage-
ments which were concluded with the whole of the zamin-
dirs. These engagements ¢ were framed on the general
¢ principle that, whilst no unnecessary sacrifice of the revenue
¢ or rights of the Government should be made, a liberal
¢ system should be pursued towards them, it being consider-
‘ ed of much more consequence, in the actual state of the
¢ country, to reconcile and attach these tributaries to the
¢ new order of things, than by endeavouring to gain an
¢ inconsiderable financial beneiit, or by stretching a doubtful
¢ prerogative, incur the risk of ‘exciting discontent among
¢ them, or rendering it necessary to coerce them in parts of the
¢ country unfavourable to military operations.” Accordingly
the tribute was, for the most part, continued at its former
figure in these engagements. But the zamindars were pro-
hibited from having recourse to arms against their neighbours
for the settlement of disputes, and their power of inflicting
punishments among their own people was curtailed. They
were bound ¢ to abstain from capital punishments ; to submit
* to the awards of the Government District officer, in cases
¢ of appeal from their own decision;’ to make good all
losses sustained by travellers passing through the zamindaris
or to deliver up the thieves; and generally to be loyal and
obedient. = The zamindiars by these engagements also
renounced a right which several of them had usurped of
levying manorial dues known as sayar including transit
dues. The only zamindiar who was exempted from the res-
trictive operations of these engagements was the Raja of
Bastar, on whom ‘no attempt was made toimpose new
‘ restrictions in regard to the exercise of unlimited power in
¢ judicial matters, or in the s@yar collections.’
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7. In this state matters remained until the lapse of the
Nagpur State to the British Govern-
ti;x;xh:ulf.tates under Bri- meqt in 1854. In 1835 some enqui-
ries into the tenures were made and
in some cases the old sanads ( patents) were confirmed or
renewed. These proceedings were not, however, regarded
by some of the Chiefs as authoritative; they were chiefly
carried out by the District Officer ; and they seem not to have
been reported to Government, nor did they, per se, make any
material change in the position of the zamindars. Income-
tax was levied from the zamindars but their tribute was
not raised., Ostensibly they were interfered with as little as
possible ; yet nevertheless, as no rules were ever laid down
for the guidance of the zamindars and District Officers res-
pectively and as without such rules the tendency of the
District Officers naturally was to repress the irregular
actions of the zamindars, so it happened that further restric-
tions were gradually placed on their exercise of administra-
tive functions; until at length when Mr. (afterwards Sir
Richard) Temple enquired into the position of the Chiefs, in
1862-63 it was found that, except in regard to the powers
which some of them exercised by virtue of their investiture
as magistrates under Act XXV of 1861, only the Raija of
Bastar could be said to remain in the possession of any re-
cognized official powers in judicial or fiscal matters. The
Raja of Bastar’s powars had only been curtailed to the extent
of prohibiting the levy of transit duties, and the execution of
capital sentences without the confirmation of the Chief Com-
missioner. As regards the rest, except in the matter.of the
magisterial powers already mentioned, the powers of the
Nagpur zamindirs, which were formerly admitted to be in-
herent in their tenure, had not been formally recognized under
British administration. They had been, in general terms, re-
stricted to the adjudicature of petty cases ; and if parties to
disputes, of even a petty kind, preferred to sue in the District
courts, their suits were heard. The zamindars themselves
were held to be as amenable as others to the nearest Govern-
ment courts, whether for the commission of crime, or when
sued in petty matters of dispute, it might be, by their own
people. They had, however, been allowed to make their own -
police arrangements, although in some instances parties of
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regular police had been located within the zamindiris,
generally to the dissatisfaction of the zamindars.

Turning next to the Raigarh, Sarangarh and Sakti States,
which belonged to the group known as the Sambalpur
Garhjat Chiefs, the origin of their tenures is not clearly
known. It can only be with certainty alleged that it is very
ancient. The earliest authentic information we have of them
is that they were first independent ; then they held in subor-
dination to the most powerful of their number, the Maharaja
of Patna. In later times the Mahiaraja of Patna was forced
to share his supremacy among the Chiefs with his relative
the Maharaja of Sambalpur ; and this was the situation when
all fell under the dominion of the Marathis in 1755 as
tributaries. When they were ceded to the British Govern-
ment in 1818 ¢advantage was taken of the circumstances
‘ under which Sambalpur and Patna were found to annul the
‘ dependency of the other zamindirs on these two Chiefs ;
“ and in 1821 separate sanads were granted to each zamindar
¢ and séparate engagements taken.’ At this period the affairs
of these chieftainships were administered from Ranchi
(Chota Nagpur). The Government, however, from the first
declined to issue any definite rules for the guidance of the
Chiefs. The general line of policy was alone indicated. The
ascertained and generally admitted rights of the Rajas and
the various classes of their subjects, and all customs of the
country that were not incompatible with the usages of
cwvilized nations were to be strictly maintained. In regard
to tribute it was determined to adopt, generally, a lower
scale than that which was levied under the Maratha Govern-
ment. The settlements were made, for a limited period and
commenced in 1827 for a period of five years nomirtally,
although as a matter of fact they remained unrevised for a
long period. Separate engagements were taken from each
Chief binding him to the right administration of the judicial
and police powers entrusted to him. In practice the powers
were limited to the infliction of seven years’ (afterwards
reduced to six months’) imprisonment. In the civil and
revenue departments the Chiefs were nominally possessed of
absolute powers, but they seem, nevertheless, to have been
controlled. Non-interference is said to have been the prevail-
ing policy, but in practice interference was the principle
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followed. This practice does not however seem to have been
carried out to any material extent. Virtually perhaps the
Chiefs did decide all cases without much risk of reversal on
- appeal to the Agent of the Governor-General, South Western

Frontier, o

In January 1861, the management of these chieftainships
was transferred to the Superintendent of Tributary Mahals,
Cuttack, and it was ordered that ¢ matters should be conduct-
‘ed in precisely the same way as when the estates of these
¢ chieftains formed a part of the Chota Nagpur Division’.
In 1862 Sambalpur was transferred to the Central
Provinces, and while the status and powers of the Garhjat
Chiefs were, in every other department, upheld as before,
their judicial powers in the criminal department were limited
to those conferred by Act XXV of 1861 on Magistrates
and Subordinate Magistrates and each Chief was duly
invested according to his position and ability. From
the above it will be seen that in all essential points the
status of the Garhjat Chiefs in 1862-1863 was not different
from the status of the Nagpur zamindars. Both classes
were liable to pay a variable money tribute which was,
in effect, an equitable portion of the public revenues
accruing within their jurisdiction ; both exercised judicial
powers in the criminal department only as magis-
trates under Act XXV of 1861 ; in police matters both were
left tolerably free from control; in respect to civil justice and
revenue administration both had authority; and in the case
of both classes interference had been more or less exercised,
although a less repressive policy had been pursued towards
the Garhjat Chiefs than towards the Nagpur zamindars.

In 1862 Bastar was given an adoption sazad and after full
consideration of all the facts placed before him the Governor-
General in Council finally decided in 1863 that all the other
Chiefs dealt with above, and also the Raja of Kalahandi and
four other Garhjat Chiefs, v/s., Patna, Sonpur, Rairakhol and
Bamra, were of sufficient importance to be recognized as
Feudatory Chiefs and authorized sanads being granted to
them in the following form :—

¢ Her Majesty being desirous that the Governments of the
¢ several Princes and Chiefs of India, who now govern their
‘ own territories, should be perpetuated, and that the repre-
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¢ sentation and dignity of their Houses should be continued;
_¢in fulfilment of this desire, this Sunnud is given to you to
¢ convey to you the assurance that on failure of natural heirs,
¢ the British Government will recognize and confirm any
¢ adoption of a successor made by yourself, or by any future
¢ Chief of your State that may be in accordance with Hindoo
¢ Law and the customs of your race. '

‘2. Be assured that nothing shall disturb the engagement
¢ thus made to you, so long as yohr House is loyal to the
¢ Crown and faithful to the conditions of the grants or en-
¢ gagements which record its obligations to the British
¢ Government,’

The Chiefs of Bastar, Kanker, Khairagarh, Chhui-
khadian, Nandgaon, Sakti and Kawardhia gave acknowledg-
ments of fealty as follows:—¢ I am a Chieftain under the
¢ Administration of the Chief Commissioner of the Central
¢ Provinces. I have now been recognized by the British
¢ Government as a Feudatory, subject to the political
¢ control of the Chief Commissioner, or of such officer as he
¢ may direct me to subordinate myself to, '

‘I will respect and maintain all rights within my territories;
¢I will attend to the prosperity of my ryots, to the
¢.strict administration of justice and to the effectual suppres-
¢ sion of crime. When a criminal, convicted before me, shall
¢ merit the punishment of death or a term of imprisonment
“heyond .« 4 o« . b+ 4 e e e e e e e e e
¢ I will refer the case to such British Officer as the Chief
¢ Commissioner may appoint before I punish the offender.

¢ If any person who has committed an offence in my State
¢ shall fly to British or other territory, I will represent the
¢ matter to British Officers, in order that the offender may be
¢ given up. Should any persons who have committed offen-
¢ ces in British territory,  or criminals belonging to British
¢ territory, seek refuge in my country, they shall be pursued
¢ by Officers of the British Government and I will render every
¢ assistance in capturing and delivering up such fugitives.

¢« I will pay into the British Treasury an annual tribute of
‘Rs. ; and when the amount of my tribute may come
¢ from time to time under revision, I will render every assist-
¢ ance towards settling such amount. I will always pay
¢ punctually such tribute as may be settled. - :
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¢ I will take such order with my subjects that they shall
¢ have no cause to complain against injustice of mine; and
¢ when complaints preferred against them are referred to
" ¢ me by British Officers, 1 will dispose of them equitably.
¢ When the Chief Commissioner or his Officers shall give me
¢ instructions or advice, I will obey such instructions, and
¢ accept such advice. And I will.conform, and cause my sub-
¢ jects to conform, to such Forest Regulations as the Chief
¢ Commissioner may be pleased to prescribe.

¢ If, at any time, through the misconduct of myself or my
¢ successor, my State should fall into great disorder, or great
¢ oppression should be practised, then I or my successor
¢ shall be liable to suspension or forfeiture of my or his
¢ governing powers.’

In 1867 sanads were granted to the other two Chiefs, ze.,
Raigarh and Sarangarh, in the following form:— -

¢ Whereas you were formerly a tributary Chief of a Garhjat
¢ State, His Excellency the Viceroy of India in Council has
‘now been pleased to recognise you as Feudatory
¢ and to permit you to govern your own territory in all
¢ matters, whether Criminal, Civil or Revenue, with the
¢ following proviso : that in the event of any offender appear-
‘ing to you to merit capital punishment you will, before
¢ passing order for carrying out such sentence, send the case
¢ up to the Commissioner of the Chhattisgarh Division, or
“ such other officer as shall be nominated by the British
¢ Government, for confirmation.

¢ Your nomination to be a Feudatory is also subject to the
¢ following conditions, and should you fail in complying with
¢ any of them, you will be liable to have your powers as a
¢ Feudatory circumscribed :—

¢ 1. That you shall pay regularly the tribute of Rs.*
¢ now fixed for 20 years, vis., from the
¢ current year 1867 to the year 1887
¢ A.D., and that the said tribute shall
¢ be liable to revision at the expiration of the said term or
¢ at any time thereafter that the Government may think fit.

2. That you shall deliver up any offender from British or
¢ other territory who may take refuge in your State ; that you
¢ will aid British Officers who may pursue criminals into your
¢ territory ; and that in the event of offenders from your State

* Raigarh Rs. 400.
Sirangarh Rs. 1,350,
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¢ taking refuge in British or other territory you will make a
‘ representation in the matter to the authorities concerned.

¢ 3. That you shall do your utmost to suppress crimes of

¢ all kinds in your State.

¢ 4. That you shall administer justice fairly and impartially
¢ to all alike.

¢ 5. That you shall recognise the rights of all your people
¢ and continue them in the same, and that on no account shall
¢ you oppress them or suffer them in any way to be oppressed.

¢6. That you shall levy no transit duties on grain, mer-
¢ chandise, or any article of commerce passing through yOur
¢ State.

¢ 7. That you shall accept and follow such advice and
¢ instructions as may be communicated to you by the
¢ Commissioner “of the Chhattisgarh Division, the Deputy
¢ Commissioner, Sambalpur, or any officer duly vested with
¢ authority by the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces.

¢ 8. That you shall appoint an approved Vakil to be a
¢ permanent resident at the Sadar Station of the Sambalpur
¢ District, in view to all orders affecting your State being
¢ communicated to you. .

9 That you shall manage your AdkdrZ revenue in such
¢ manner as not to interfere with the
¢ revenue of adjacentBritish territory,
¢ and that if your Abkari arrange-
‘ ments do so interfere the Chief Commissioner shall have
¢ authority to raise your tribute by Rs.* gr annum
¢ until your Abkdr? arrangements are again satisfactory.’

These documents still regulate the relations of the Chiefs
with the British Government.

There remains for consideration the group of five States
headed by Surguja which were transferred from Bengal to
the Central Provinces in 1go3. These tenures are also of
very old standing, and there is reason to believe that in old
times the four States of Udaipur, Jashpur, Korea and Chiang
Bhakar were to some extent subordinate to Surguja. Udaipur
was the appanage of a younger branch of the ruling family of
Surguja and is still held by a member of the same family, but
is now quite independent. In Jashpur the only trace of sub-
ordination left is the custom of paying tribute through Surguja.
In Korea and Chiang Bhakar States no trace of subordination

*Ra.lo'arh Rs. 500.
Sarangarh Rs. 1,000.
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remains. The tract covered by these five States, like. the
States of Chhattisgarh proper, was overrun by the Marathas
and paid tribute to that power. They came under the
‘DBritish Government by cession in 1818 under the provisional
arrangement concluded with Mudhoji Bhonsla of Berar, and
were at'first under the Agent to the Governor-General.
Sunads were granted to the Chiefs of these territories in
1819 and 1820 in which they were described as zamindars.
These Chiefs until very recent times were under the super
vision of the Commissioner of the Chota Nagpur Division
in Dengal and appear to have been treated much more
like ordinary subjects than the Chiefs of Chhattisgarh.
Now, however, it is settled that they are not liable to be
sued in British Courts or in their own Courts by their
subjects. In 1899 new sanads were granted to all these
Chiefs and in 1603 these were issued afresh with a few verbal
alterations necessitated by the transfer of the States from
Dengal to the Central Provinces. No acknowledgments of
fealty have -been taken from these Chiefs and no sanads
granting the right of adoption have been conferred upon
them. Their powers in criminal and judicial matters are more
restricted than those of their brother Chiefs in Chhattisgarh
proper, tor they are not empowered to try cases of murder
and other heinous forms of crime and cannot impose sen-
tences of imprisonment for more than five years or of fine
in excess of Rs. 200, while any sentence of more than two
years’ imprisonment or of fine in excess of Rs. 50 must be
sent up to the Commissioner of Chhattisgarh for confirma-
tion. In civil, judicial and revenue matters, however, they
have authority, but are bound to consult and abide by the
advice of Government officers in all the more important
matters of administration,

S. Included in some of the States are the estates of
various sub-tenure holders known as
zamindars, khorposhdars and ilakadars
who hold their lands under the Chiefs on favourable terms.
Some of these estates are large and important but others
consist of a few villages only, in one case at least' of a
single village. Usually the estates are made up of a number
of villages forming a compact block of territory, but in
Jashpur some of the zamindaris are made up of scattered

2
-

Sub-tenure holders.
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villages. The principle of dascent is that of primogeniture,
and in the event of failure of a legitimate male heir, such
estates lapse to the Chief. The zamindars’ and Zlakadars’
tenures are often coeval with those of their Chiefs. The
khorposhdars are members of the Chief’s family who have
been given tracts for their maintenance; in their case a
grant made by one Chief need not necessarily be recognized
by his successor. The rights of the sub-tenure holders
vary considerably. In Bastar the zamindars are entitled
to the income from the forest in their zamindari area, and
similarly the #khkorposhdars and ilakadars of Surguja have
hitherto enjoyed such income, as also has the zamindar
of Khargawan in Korea State. But in Raigarh and
Kawardha the income from the forests in the zamindari areas
goes to the State. In old days these tenure-holders were
responsible for the police of their estates, but now the
zamindar of Khargawan is the only one who has his own
police. In Bastar, the zamindars manage their own excise
and take the net income from cattle pounds; in other
States the receipts from these. sources go into the State
coffers.
9. The land revenue demand of all the States in 1908
was 105 lakhs of rupees. In the
.Land revenue ad- gGiates of Chhattisgarh proper the
ministration, . . .
usual practice is to settle the villages
with a lessee (or #ekedar) for a term of years. So long as
a lessee is of good behaviour, pays the State dues regularly,
and keeps the tenants together heis not disturbed, and
generally the lease in such a case passes from father to son.
A lessee has usually no transferable interestin his village ;
a State recognizes no co-sharer in a lease, the lessee himself
is the only man with whom it can deal, and no partition of
a village between the members of a lessee’s family is recog-
nized. A co-sharer in the lessee’s family can however claim
a share in the profits of the village. The tenants hold on
condition of due payment of rent®*and have no transferable
rights in their holdings. Their rents are settled at the
periodical settlements of the land revenue "of the village and
cannot be enhanced by the lessee while such settlement is
in force. No new tenant can come into a village without
the lessee’s consent. In the more advanced Statas, or
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portions of States, traverse and cadastral surveys have been
carried out and rents and revenue have been worked out
. on the system followed in the neighbouring British ter-
ritory. In the more jungly portions summary settlements
are effected, either by rough measurement or on the
basis of plough areas or seed capacity. In the States
which have come over from Chota Nagpur no traverse
or cadastral surveys of the village lands have been made.
The settlements are nominally ryotwari and are based on
the seed capacity of the rice-growing lands only, land
under other crops being held free of rent to pay the
cultivator for the labour which he is called upon to give
every year to the State for the repair and construction
of the State roads and buildings. In each village an
officer, who is called a gaontia, is appointed, whose duty it is
to watch the interests of the State, collect and pay in the
revenue and report on the condition of the village from time
to time. He is remunerated by the grant of some land
free of rent and also cultivates the State lands set aside
to provide supplies for State servants who may have
to visit his village in-the course of their duties. Prac
tically, unless a very fight hand can be kept on these
gaontias, they do not differ very much from lessees, for they
can easily appropriate the rents of newly broken-up land,
and continue to pay into the State treasury only the sum
fixed at the last revision of settlement, just as a lessee is
entitled to do. Probably a gaontia does not, in the long
run, make much out of this, for the settlements are usually
made for three years at a time only, and it is customary for
the gaontia to pay a mnasardna or premium to his Chief on
the renewal of a settlement, which nesarana must come out
of the gaontia’s illicit gains or the profits of the rent-free
and State lands cultivated by him, unless he is strong enough
to make his ryots subscribe the amount. A gaontia is
usually elected by the body®of tenants and is much looked
up to by them. The post is not hereditary but in practice it
usually descends from father to son:

10, The State offices in the old Chhattisgarh States are
ﬁgfﬂeral Administra-  organized on rrfu'ch the same lines
Administrative con. A4S those in British terrritory. The
trol, " Chief is the final authority in all
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revenue, civil and criminal cases, save those more serious
criminal cases which he has to refer to the Commis-
sioner or Chief Commissioner for confirmation of sen-
tence. Under him is a Diwan, assisted, if necessary, by
one or more Naib Diwins and Tahsildirs. The Fublic
Works, Medical, Police, Forest, Excise and Educational
Departments are arranged as in British territory with trained
subordinates at the head of each department under the
general control of the Diwian. In the Educational Depart-
ment the Chiefs have wisely combined to maintain an
Inspector of Schools, who is a picked officer from the
British service, to supervise their arrangements and to
inspect and advise on their educational institutions. In this
arrangement the five States from Chota Nigpur have also
joined. For the Public Works Department the Chiefs can,
if they think fit, utilize the services of the Executive
Engineer, Chhattisgarh States Division, who is a member of
the Imperial Service ; but they are as a rule averse to doing
so on the score of expense, and prefer to retain the services
of a trained subordinate of the stamp of an Assistant
Engineer or Overseer. The Executive Engineer’s labours
are in consequence now confined to those States which,
owing to the minority of their Chiefs, are under the direct
management of Government. The limitation is not so great
as it sounds for during the past twenty years practically
every State has at one time or another been under Government
management with the result that they have been provided
with excellent public buildings and a most useful road
system through the efforts of a succession of able officers
such as Messrs. J. B. Leventhorpe, G. G. White, G. M.
Harriott, C.I.LE., Captain L. W. S. Oldham, R. E., and
Messrs. H. B. Learoyd and G. A. Phear. Infour of the Chota
Niagpur States there are no separate departments of Public
Works. Such works are carried out by the people under
the supervision of State officig)s, each village having to
send a gang of labourers for a fortnight at a time, the
number to be contributed being fixed with reference to the
number of houses in each village. In the fifth State
(Udaipur), which is under the direct management of the
Government owing to the minority of the Chief, the Executive
Engineer has charge of the Public Works. Taking all
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the States together, the expenditure on Public Works during
the year rgo8 amounted to 42 lakhs of rupees.

11.  The excise system followed in the States is the same
as that which is in force in the less
advanced tracts of the Central Pro-

: vinces, i.e., the outstill system. The
States are bound. to administer their excise arrangements
in such a manner as not to interfere with those in force in
British territory. Drugs, such as ganja and opium, are
bought by the Chiefs, in the former case from wholesale
vendors in British territory and in the latter from a British
treasury, at cost price and sold to their licensed vendors at
rates which ensure that there shall be no unfair competition
with licensed vendors in British territory and no consequent
demoralisation of the people. The excise income of all the
States in 1908 amounted to 3'62 lakhs of rupees.

12. The officials in immediate charge of the Forest Depart-
ment of the States have, as a general
rule, not been trained as scientific
foresters. A notable exception is Bastar, which for some
vears past has enjoyed the services of trained officers of
the ranger class with eminently satisfactory results. Some
of the Chiefs have of late availed themselves of the new
Provincial School opened at Balaghat to train selected sub-
ordinates on their staffs, and it is hoped that, as the advant-
ages of the course of study which that school provides become
mote generally known, a larger number of candidates will
be sent there. In 1908 the forests of the States yielded an
income of 5°63 lakhs of rupees in spite of the fact that some
of the most valuable forest areas are very remote from any
railway. As the country is opened up the value of the State
forests is bound to increase rapidly and scientific manage-
ment will become a matter of prime importance. Over
large tracts much damage has been done in the past by
recklesss felling and burning and, in the case of the sa/
(Shorea robusta) forests “in the Chota Nagpur States, by
tapping for resin. There are, however, indications that the
Chiefs have realised the necessity of putting an end to these
destructive practices.” The chief products of the State fores'®
are sal timber, teak (limited practically to the south 3 0f
States), bamboos, myrabollams, lac and the flower c-tory

Excise arrange-
ments,

Forests.
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mahui (Bassia latifolia). Honey, wax, yams, arrowroot,
catechu and various fruits and roots are also forthcoming in
considerable quantities and there is some trade in horns and
hides. Surguja, which is favourably situated with regard to
Mirzapur (one of the chief centres of the lac industry), has
vast quantities of the palds tree (Butea frondosa) in its
northern parganas and does by far the greatest trade in lac,
a good year bringing in perhaps 2°23 lakhs of rupees.

13. In education the States of Chhattisgarh proper do not,
it is believed, compare unfavourably
. with similar tracts in the Central Pro-

vinces. There are in all three High Schools (at Khairagarh,
- Raigarh and Nandgaon), seven English middle schools,
and a like number of vernacular middle schools, 250 primary
schools for boys and 12 for girls. The total number of
scholars enrolled is 23,887 and the average daily attendance
is 73 per cent. The percentage of pupils to children of
school-going age is 10°5. Chhuikhadan with 289 per cent.
leads the way, followed by Sakti with 25°6 and Udaipur
with 20'8. The four Chota Nagpur States of. Surguja
(2°3), Jashpur (3°9), Korea (6°1) and Chang Bhakar (3°06)
are most backward and affect the general average consider-
ably, inasmuch as their population is about one-third of the
total population of the States. About 27 per cent. of the
scholars in the States are aborigines and about 12 per cent.
belong to the low castes; about 54 per cent. are non-
Brahman Hindus, 4 per cent. Muhammadans and 4 per
cent. native Christians. The expenditure on education during
1908 amounted to Rs. 74,300.

14 . One institution, which is of special interest to the
Chiefs,but which is not included in those
mentioned above, deserves mention
here and that is the Rajkumar College
situated at Raipur, the headquarters of the Commissioner
of the Chhattisgarh Division. From the year 1882 to 1891
there existed at Jubbulpore an institution known as the
Rajkumar School: it was an appanage of the Government High
School and was therefore more a hostel or boarding-house than
a school complete in itself. In 1892it was decided to remove
(xis old institution to Raipur, a position more convenient for
Go Feudatory States of Chhattisgarh for whose benefit 1%
Eng.

Education.

The Rajkumir Col-
lege. '
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existed. - Sir Andrew (then Mr.) Fraser was Commissioner of
the Chhattisgarh Division at the time. He succeeded in
obtaining generous support from the Feudatory Chiefs and
zamindars of the Division and a sum not far short of one-and-
a-half lakhs of rupees was contributed. Of this amount
Rs. 1,12,200 was invested in Government securities to form a
permanent endowment fund, the balance being spent in the
purchase of buildings, and in alterations and adaptations of
existing buildings. Additional buildings have from time to
time been erected or purchased : thus the circuit house was
purchased for the residence of the Principal, and a house was
purchased for the residence of two other masters. New
studies and messing quarters for the boys have also been erect-
ed, funds for these having been generously contributed by
certain Feudatory Chiefs and zamindars. A Government grant
made in 1903 enabled the College to purchase a residence for
the first Assistant, to build a hospital and to put the main
buildings generally in a thorough state of repair. Another
grant in 1906 enabled a science class-room to be built.
From the year 1894, when the institution at Raipur was
opened by the late Sir John Woodburn, down to the year.
1903, the College received no Government grants, and its up--
keep depended entirely upon the interest from the endowment
(which, owing to the conversion of 4 per cent. Government
Securities to 34 per cent. in 1895, was less than its original
figure) and upon fees paid by the boys attending this school.
This necessitated very careful management and the mainten-
ance of a small staff on very moderate pay. Since the year
1903, after an inspection made towards the end of 19o% by the
then Chief Commissioner of the Province, Sir John Hewett,
and the Director of Education in India, Mr. Orange, the
College has received a regular fixed grant of Rs. 8coo from
the Central Provinces Government: also one of Rs. 2000
from the Bengal Government and one for 5 years provisionally
of Rs. 1000 from the Government of Eastern Bengal and
Assam. Large numbers of boys havs been joining the
College from Bengal, and a few from Eastern Bengal; at
the present time, indeed, nearly half of the 26 boys attending
the College come from Bengal. These grants have enabled a
larger staff to be maintained, and the pay of all the members of
the staff, including the Principal, to be put upon a satisfactory
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footing. The upkeep of the College now depends upon these
grants, upon the interest derived from the endowment, upen
fees paid by the boys and upon house-rent from a bungalow™
rented by the Political Agent within the College precincts.
The curriculum is a special one, having in view the special
requirements of the class of boys being educated at the school.
Religious instruction forms a special feature of it, and this
and the excellent discipline maintained may be considered,
perhaps, the features of the institution which commend them-
selves most to the parents of the pupils. The College at the
present day is in a very satisfactory state, a fact which must
afford great pleasure to the Principal,Mr. G. D. Oswell,who
has presided over its destinies for the past fifteen years and
is about to sever his connection with it owing to ill-health,
to the great regret of all connected with the institution.
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BASTAR STATE.

15. The Bastar State lies between 17°-36' and 20°-14’
] N.and 80’-15’and S2°-1' E. with an area
Boundaries and - - - .

hysical features. of 13,002 square miles. Its extreme
o length from north to south is about
164 miles and the breadth from east to west about 128
miles. In point of area this State is abouf twice as large
s any other State in the Central Provinces. The name
Bastar is considered locally to come from Banstari (shade
of bamboo), and to have been given by the foundereof the
State, because he used to spend most of his time in the
tamboo groves. The State is bounded on the north by
Kinker and the Raipur District; on the east by the Jevpore
e-tate of the Madras Presidency; on the south by the Bhadra-
chalam taluk of the Godavari District of Madras and on the
west by the Chianda District and the Nizam’s Dominions.
In all it contains five tahsils and eight zamindaris. Nearly
the whole of the northern half of the State is an undulating
forest plateau raised about 2000 feet above sea-level.
Scattered over this plateau are disconnected chains of low
hills about 300 feet in height. To the south-west lies the
axtensive mass of hills known locally as the Abujhmar, the
home of the Mairia Gonds, with peaks varying from 22co to
3160 feet in height. South of the Indravati river is the
Bailadila range! which runs generally from north to south but
spreads out to the south-east until it reaches the Savari river.
This range contains the loftiest peak in the State (4160 feet).
In the eastern portion of the State is the Tulsidongri range
running westward {rom the Jeypore border and encircling the
main plateau. The highest point here is 3g15 feet above
sea-level. The Albaka range of the Madras Presidency forms
part of the western boundary of the State. Parallel to this
and about eight miles to the north-east are the Matimarka
hills.  These two ranges are about 3200 feet in height.
The only other hills of importance are the Tiknapilli hills, an

1 So called because it resembles a bullock’s hump,
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isolated range about 2800 feet in height covering about 16
square miles in the Konta tahsil, and the Kosmi range
running along the Kianker border and rising to about 2600
feet.

16.  The largest and the most important river in the State
is the Indravati which has numerous
tributaries, the largest being the Pamer
Chinta. The Indravati rises from Rampur Thuamul in
the Kalahandi State of the Bengal Presidency and flowing’
through the State for about 240 miles falls into the Godavari
at Bhadrakali. Owing to its rocky bed the river is not
navigable except near its junction with the Godavari. Nei-
ther the river nor its tributaries dry up in the hot season.
The western tributaries pass through very broken country.
The ¥Kanger in particular .passes through several deep
o'orges with a fall at Tirathgarh.

17. According to the Settlement Report of Mr. Gayer
the geological formation of the State
is of plutonic origin. It represents all
the distinguishing physical characteristics common to that
formation. The predominant feature of the country. is its
excessively hilly nature and great out-crops of granite rock
masses. The vast bulk of the rock in Kondagaon tahsil
is sandstone while here and there argillaceous rocks in
the guise of slate and trap force their way to the surface.
The slate tracts are bare, dry and not suited to agriculture,
but where trap appears, there are generally black cotton
tracts ; these, though not rich, are generally under cultiva-
tion. There are also frequent out-crops of quartz. In
the Antagarh tahsil the stratification generally runs from
north-west to south-east and the whole area is chiefly
composed 'of metamorphic sandstones which are often of
ferruginous type, iron being most in evidence between
Antagarh and Raoghat. Owing to volcanic ‘action much of
the rock has been rendered crystalline. These are occasional
out-crops of plutonic rock as .granite. To the east of this
area trap of an argillaceous character is met. with which
from decomposmon has given some of the best stretches of
black cotton soil in the State. This is notably the case about
Narainpur and to a smaller extent in.the v1c1mty of Antagarh
and Chhota Dongar.

Rivers,

Geology.
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According to the geological survey report a stretch of
nearly horizontal strata runs, from east to west, north of the
Indravati for a breadth of some 30 miles. This is often
mixed up with laterite here and there. In the Indravati
valley, between the laterite, alluvium is sometimes of con-
siderable thickness. The sandy clays at Karanji are seen
overlving quartzite sandstones of apparently no great thick-
ness.  About Chitrakot may be seen vitreous quartzite and a
hlack shale. In the south of Jagdalpur about Chitapur good
limestones may be found and so also in Korakpur, 16 miles
to the south-east of Jagdalpur. In the Bijapur tahsil the
- strata run from north-west to south-easts The rock is
almost entirely volcanic sandstone which is chiefly impreg-
nated with iron ore. Quartz and quartzite and other crystal-
line out-crops are constantly met with, In the Konta tabsil
the rock consists of sandstone of volcanic nature, calcareous
sandstone coming up in many places. Metamorphic schists
and quartz and other crystalline rocks are of frequent
occurrence, out-crops of such rocks being met with in very
many places.

18, For botanical purposes the soil of the State may be
divided into four classes, the moist,
the intermediate, the dry and the rocky
regions. The moist region occupies most of the north-east
and central eastern portion of the State. The principal tree
in the moist region is sal (Shorea wrobusta). It grows in
abundance and attains considerable dimensions, one tree
having given 75 metre-gauge sleepers. Harra (Terminalia
Chebula) grows on the fringes of the s/ belts and more
especially in the open areas about village cultivation.
Sandri (Mallotus philippinensis), hardi (Adina cordifolia),
kaim (Stephegyne parvifolia) and bohar (Hymenodictyon
excelsum) are plentiful. Kauha (Terminalia Arjuna) is much
used in making boats and carts. Besides these may be
met with jamun (Eugenia Jambolana), baherd (Terminalia
belerica), keor (Wrightia tomeniosa), karmeta (Dillenia pen-
lagyna) and kem (Bischofia javanica). In the shrubby vege-
tation the following are common :—Heptapleurum venulosum,
Clevodendron infortunatum, Breynia rhammnoides, Helicleres
Isora, Ardisia humilis, Buddleia asiatica, Hyptianthera
stricia..

Botany.,
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The intermediate region is less extensive and comprises a
tract along the south-west border of the State, a belt in the
south-east from Chintalnar to Sukma, and a narrow strip
running from Partappur wie Sonpur and Chhoti Dongar
into Kutru. Here teak, locally known as s@ka, is the most
important tree, the best quality being found in Bhopalpatnam,
West Konta and Kuakonda. Associated with this are adun
(Zerminalia tomentosa), dongribans (Dendrocalamus strictus),
and panibins (Bambuse Tulda). Other important trees
found in this region are bijasil or yegis (Pterocarpus Mar-
supium), kusum (Schleichera trijuga), kosra (Trewia nudi-
flora), seona or gomur (Gmelina arborea), mokha (Schrebera
swietenioides), karai (Milinsa velutina), besni (Sesbania
-grandiflora), anjan (Hardwickia binata), rudrak (Elaeocarpus
Ganitrus), jamrasi (Eleodendron glaucum). The poisonous
kamer (Nerium vdorum) and the evergreer; i7it (Salvadora
Persica) are the important shrubs here.

The dry region is extensive and is interspersed between
the two previously described regions, jbut is more generally
confined to the western half and southern part of the State.
Here dhrura (Anogeissus latifolia), bhirra (Chloroxylon
swietenia) and rhoni (Soymida febrifuga) are common. Other
trees met with are siris (Albizzia Lebbek), shisham (Dalbergia
latifolia), char (Buchanania latifolia),tendi (Diospyros Mela-
noxylon), aonla (Phyllanthus Emblica), kuchlia (Strychnos Nux-
vomica), pherai (Ficus Cunia), fondri-(Casearia lomentosa),
rela (Cassia fistula). The important shrubs in this region are
Sapindus emarginatus, Acacia concinna, Albizsia stipulata,
Grewia oppositifolia, Zizyphus Enoplia, Boswellia serrata and
Cochlospermum Gossypium.

The rocky region is limited to the crests of the h111 ranges
and is poor botanically. The tre=ss are generally stunted,
crooked and deformed. The only species which do fairly well
are soft-wooded. Here we meet with Euphorbia neriifolia and
Euphorbia tortilis, various Sterculias, the hingu (Balanites
Roxburghii), the khatu {Cordia Myxa) and the khair (Acacia
eburnea). The commonest tree in the open country is the
mahua (Bassia latifolia). Other trees met with are karra, talds
(Butea frondosa), semar (Bombax Malabaricum), khirni (Mimu-
sops indica), bor (Zizyphus Jujuba), nim (Melia indica), champak
(Michelia Champace) and munga (Moringa plerygosperma).
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Palms fill an important place in the domestic economy of
the people. Houses and mats are made of the leaves, the
sap is relished, sago is taken from the interior of the stem,
the stems are converted into water troughs and water pipes,
&c. The palmyra palm (Borassus flabellifer) locally known
as fir grows gregariously in the south and south-west.
The cut flowering stocks yield a sweetish acid sap which is
collected in bamboo tubes or in earthen pots tied to the
peduncle.  The people look upon the Zir7 as indispensable.
No artificial measures are adopted for the reproduction of
this useful tree but it is allowed to struggle for its existence
as best it may. It attains a height of So feet and a diameter
of 2 feet near the ground. The leaves are 3 to 3 feetin
diameter. This palm was, prior to the introduction of the
commutation rules in 1896, taxed at two annas per tree. The
next most important palm is the sulphi (Caryola urens) a
palm with bipinnate leaves and a diameter of 1} to 2 feet.
This palm does not grow gregariously but always associated
with dicotyvledons in the shady valleys of hills or the depres-
sicns of an undulating plain and thrives best in the central
and northern parts of the State. Its chief product is the
sweet sap, obtained from the cut spadix, which is held in
high estimation. After a tree has ceased to flower the
interior of the stem vields a palatable flour. The wild date
palm (Phanix sylvestris) locally termed chlind and the P.
acaults are both fairly common. The fruits of both are
eaten while the leaves are made into baskets, etc. These
palms grow in the open country on the plateau. Their dis-
tribution is limited. The buta chhind (Phanix farinifera) is
very common and useful to the wilder inhabitants. It forms
extensive thickets nearly everywhere but more especially
under the light cover of tall trees. The stems are bruised
and twisted into cordage for rough work such as binding
fences. The flowers and the fruit are eaten, but unfortu-
nately only a few bushes are fertile. From the stem a fari-
naceous substance is obtainable which is eaten. The leaves
are used for thatching. In the stem of this palm is often
found a grub which is considered a delicacy. The cocoanut
tree (Cocos nucifera) is found in gardens but no nuts are
produced. The Calamus tenuis, the cane,is found in the
valleys about Tulsidongri, Bailadila and elsewhere andis
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used in the State jail in the manufacture of chairs, etc.
Along river banks in the moist forests are found several
species of Calamus of little general practical utility.
Climbers.—The forests are more or less overrun by climbers
which in places are so numerous as to smother completely the
trees to which they have attached themselves. There is
generally not much demand for climbers, the consequence
being that the check exercised over them is insignificant.
The siari (Bauhinia Vahlii) is perhaps the most extensively
employed. The rodel (Bufea superba) comes next. The
bark of the former is used for cordage and the leaves for
“plates and umbrellas while the seeds are eaten roasteds The
agia or nase (Millettia auriculala) is also a large climber but
- not gregarious or high-growing. Being confined to localities
where cover is light, it is useful for the supression of grasses.
The Abrus precatorius is found only in the moister regions.
The seeds are used as beads and occasionally, after being
crushed, to poison arrows, but beyond this it has no uses. On
the tallest trees in the mixed type forests are found the Spa-
tholobus Roxburghii and Dalbergia volubilis. They are both
woody climbers and on a few occasions have been employed as
fencing material. Where there are no fire protective measures
as in Bastar, these climbers are Sylviculturally useful in the
suppression or mitigation of forest fires. The root of the-kuket;
(Zchnocarpus frutescens)is medicinal, possessing the properties
of asarsaparilla. The ckiniar (Cryptolepis Buchanani) a twin-
ing shrub, is most commonly confined to hedges. Itisa very
useful creeper medicinally for both-human beings and cattle.
This climber is fairly well represented in the drier forests.
The boderta (Olax scandens), a powerful climber and very
destructive to tree growth, is fortunately rare and confined to
damp places such as rivers and ravines. Of vines there are
several species. The sap of one species, believed to be Vizis
lanata, is drunk as a substitute for water by the aborigines.
Grasses.—The grasses of the State are deficient in nutri-
tious properties and hence, although the areas available for
grazing are large, the cattle are stunted and of poor quality.
The best fodder grass is dabi (Cynodon dactylon) but it is
early burnt out and is not available throughout the year.
The next best is mick (Iseilema Wightii), to be found in most
fallow fields and open forests adjoining villages. As it re-
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mains green for a long time it is the principal fodder grass of
the State. The commonest grass in the forests is the swkul
(Andropogon contortus), the well-known spear-grass. Whilst
it is very young cattle will feed on it, but once the stalks have
developed it is eschewed and it is not even employed for
thatching when once the spear heads have set. It grows
profusely in open forests establishing itself in almost any
locality, crushing out the churi (Saccharum ciliare) and the
dab (Pollinia argenfea) the two best thatching grasses.
These grow best in the shade of trees where the forest is not
too dense. After the forest fires of February and DMarch
they are among the first to spring into blade and are then
much sought after for grazing. The bdirun (Anthistiria scan-
dens), the phulbehari (Saccharum officinarum) and the kians
(S. spontancum) are employed extensively to make brooms,
mats, fans, sieves and baskets. The dzrun is confined to the
borders of streams and from its root crude scents are extract-
ed. The phulbehar? is found in all low lands and damp situa-
tions in the vicinity of hills. The £&ans invades fallow lands
very rapidly and is difficult to eradicate. The usar: (Erian-
thus Ravenne) and the bagai (Imperala arundinacea) are
grasses found in open situations on stony ground almost all
over the State. They are used most extensively for cordage
of fine quality for the stringing of cots and bow-strings.
The musni or botha, a reed-like grass found in marshy places,
without any nodes and with a tuft of three to five leaves
and inflorescence at the apex, is employed extensively
for mats, many of which are exported to the Madras
Presidency. For certain forms of religious ceremonies the
khas and the dibi are often used. An oil is extracted
from the spear heads of the swkul which is used in native
medicine.

19. Theforests of the State at one time had the reputation
of being well filled with game, but the
depredations of the aborigines have
greatly reduced the stock. Armed with guns of sorts, bows
and arrows, and spears, they turn out by whole parganas to
organize hunting parties. The game is driven by firing the
grass and any animal found is slaughtered, irrespective of its
size or sex. Nets are used in these beats to stop the game
which, once entangled, is speared. Pits and traps of various

Wild animals,
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patterns are also used. Shooting by visitors is well regulated,
but the local people (especially the village skzkdrss) will have to
be restrained to save the game from being exterminated. Of
the wild animals tigers are common. Man-eaters are often
reported and most of them are either tigresses who have,or are
just about to have, cubs. - Panthers are also plentiful.
Large tiger cats {Felis viverrina, Jerdon) are found in the hill
ranges. Leopard cats(Felis Bengalensis,Jerdon) are very com-
mon. The fishing cat is also found and the ordinary jungle-
cat (Felis chaus) is common. Besides these the caracal (Felis
caracal) and two civet cats (Viverra sibetha and Viverra
malaccensis) are found, the first-named principally in the
north-west and the two latter in the Kondagaon and Jagdal-
pur tahsils. The palm civet cat (Paradoxurus musanga) also
occurs. The caracal and the civets® are eaten, not being
considered members of the cat-tribe by the aborigines. The
hyana (Hyena strzata) is found throughout the western and
southern parts of the State. 'Wild dogs are numerous, but
they are not destroyed owing to the superstitious idea of the
villagers that the killing of these animals will entail the
destruction of their cattle. )

The elephant and the rhinoceros are no more found in a
wild state here. Mr. Blockman in his Ain-i-Akbari, Volume
I, states that in the Bastar forests elephants used to be found.
As to the rhinoceros, Mr. Gayer writes : ‘Some Murias in
¢ the hills of the Indravati described very fairly accurately to
‘ me a rhinoceros which they declared their fathers used to
‘¢meet in the densely grassed valleys to the.north of the
‘river about the Bailadila range. I can hardly believe they
‘ had ever heard of the rhinoceros from other parts of India,
¢still lesss their fathers might have evolved a wonderful
< creature from their imaginations.’ S

Jerdon in his Mammals of India, 1874, says ¢ that the lesser
¢Indian rhinoceros (RhAinoceros sondaicus) is found at pre-
¢ sent in the Bengal Sunderbans and very few individuals are
¢ stated to occur in the forest tract along the Mahanadi river.’
Bastar not being very far from the sources of the Mahanadi
it is not un'likely that the Murias’ story might be correct.
The wild buffalo (Bos bubalus) and bison (Bos gaurus) are
now comparatively rare. They are under protection for a
period of five years from 1go7, but there is no doubt that the
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aborigines still kill them when found. The horns of both
animals are much prized as a head-dress to be worn at
dances. The nilgai (Bos Elephas Tragocamelus) is shot in
great numbers. Four-horned antelope (Zetracerus quadri-
- cornis) are plentiful. Sambhar (Cervus unicolor), barasingha
(Cervus duvanceli) and spotted deer (Cervus Axis) are not
rare. The barking deer (Cervulus muntjac) is hunted with
dogs and is often confused with the four-horned antelope
locally. The mouse deer (Tragulus Meminua) is also found
in the denser forests. '

Want of space prevents a detailed description of the smaller
denizens of the forests. Two sorts of otter (Zutra wvulgaris
and Lutra Macrodus) are found. A flying squirrel (Pleromys
petaurista) can be seen in dark ravines at sun-down. The
badger, mungoose, porcupine and hedgehog are common.’
During the three years ending with 1907 the average number
of persons killed by tigers was 67 ; by other wild animals, 16 ;
and by snakes, 53.

20. The manjur or the common pea-fowl (Pavo cristatus)
is very plentiful. The red jungle fowl
(Gallus ferrugineus) is found all over
the sal forests and the grey jungle fowl (Gallus Sonnerats) in
the deciduous forests of the hilly tracts. The red spur fowl
(Galloperdix spadiceus) inhabits the denser jungles. In open
rocky hills is found the painted spur fowl (Galloperdix
lunulata). He is a smaller bird than the red spur fowl.
The grey partridge (Ortygornis Pondicerinus), the swamp
partridge (Francolinus gularis), the black partridge (Franco-
linus vulgaris) and the painted partridge (Francolinus Pictus)
all occur in the State. The common quail (Cofurnix
communis) visits Bastar during the early winter and goes
away before the hot weather. The black-breasted or rain
quail (Coturnix coromandelica) is a resident bird. The
blue-breasted or painted quail (ZExcalfactoria chinensis)
and the Jgwa or jungle bush quail (Perdicula Asiatica)
are also found, the latter being very common. Another
bush quail (not recognised) is also found. It is distinctly
smaller and greyer with more white and less black on the
face of the male. This quail is not common,

Leaving out of count the storks, ibises, cranes andthe larger
herons, all of which are well represented, the common waders

3

Birds,
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are the paddy bird (4rdeola grayi) and cattle egret (Bubulcus
coromandus). The common bittern (Botaurus Stellaris) is met
with, and the s@ras (Grus antigone) is fairly common and is
frequently tamed. The coot (Fulica atra)is very common and
with the bronze-winged jacana (Metopidius indicus) and the
purple moorhen (Porphyrio poliocephalus) is extensively shot.
The ik (Syphiotis aurita) is the only representative of the
bustards. He, however, does not breed in the State and is
arare bird. So are 'also the representatives of the snipe
family. The wood-snipe (Gallinago nemoricola) is rare, but
is sometimes found in the more isolated swampy patches on
the outskirts of the sa/ jungles. The common Indian lapwing
(Sareogrammus indicus) is common on every plain. The
local shikari respects this bird as it gives him warning of
the approach of animals when he is seated over a water-hole
at night. Though itis a useful insect-destroyer, its exter-
mination in Bastar may give to the deer kind a longer lease
of life. The spur-winged lapwing, the yellow-wattled
lapwing and the grey-headed lapwing are all found quite
as commonly as the common species.

Ducks.—The duck family is very sparingly represented
with regard to species. The commonest duck is the small
whistler (Dendrocycna Javanica) known locally as the akir:,
It is to be found in every pond, however small, in wooded
localities and breeds in the State along the banks of the
Indravati and other large streams, making for itself a stick-
nest during July and August. The red-crested pochard
(Netta Rufina), locally called bkurrel, is a winter visitor and
is found in small parties on the large stretches of water.
The tufted pochard (Nyroca fuligula), locally called dumur, is
somewhat more common though found usually in very small
flocks of under 10 individuals frequenting open sheets of
water. The comb-duck or nukta (Sacridiornis melangnota)
has a wider range than the pochards and is found in much
the same localities as the small whistler, but usually only in
pairs or small flocks. Stray specimens of the common
sheldrake (Zadorna Cornuta) have been shot. The sea-
coast is only 150 miles distant, so it is nothing remarkable
for the common sheldrake to find its way into Bastar. The
wood-duck (d4sarconis scutulatus), a very big coarse looking
species, is also sometimes met with in the more jungly tanks.
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1t has been observed perching much on trees and is said
to breed in the State. Amongst teals the cotton teal (Netfo-
pus coromandelianus), the widgeon and the common teal
are found in small flocks nearly everywhere. The former
is a resident and breeds in the State.” The pink-head (R/%odo-
nessa caryophyllacea) is rare. Only occasional moderate
.sized flocks have been met with. The pintail (Dafila acuta),
locally called daunad, frequently visits the larger tanks in
large flocks, but they stay but a very short time. The
spotted bill (Anas paecilorhyncha), locally called gugral, is
.uncommon and it is found in pairs or singly. One has been
shot as late as August, but whether it breeds in the State
is questionable. The Zansa or gadwall (Chaulelasmus Stre-
perus) appears to be confined to the tanks in the open area
.about the village of Bastar and has not been found elsewhere.
The Garganey or blue-winged teal (Querguedula circia)is
the first to come and the last to leave of all the ducks.

Other birds of note.—The bird most appreciated as a pet
both in and out of the State is the Bastar mainid (Eulabes
intermedia), generally also known as the hill maéng. This
handsome bird is exported in considerable numbers and
fetches from Rs. 2z to Rs. 10. Unfortunately, about 8o per
.cent. die during their first moulting season from a disease
of the threat which the local bird-fanciers cannot treat.

An equally good pet is the dhzmrds or racket-tailed drongo
(Dissemurus paradiseus), a bird nearly as big as a magpie,
with the outer tail feathers prolonged for about a foot into
long bare shafts feathered at the tips. In captivity these
outer tail feathers are seldom formed. The bird is an
excellent mimic of sounds but does not talk. Both the maina
.and the bkimrd; are taxed by the State at one anna each
when exported. There are besides many birds of beautiful
plumage in the extensive woods and wilds of Bastar, among
the orioles, fly-catchers and wood-peckers. Two green
pigeons are found, the Crocopus phaenicoplerus and C. chlo-
rogasfer. The latter is confined to the eastern and northern
portions and the former is found in the rest of the State.

21. The rainfall is registered at all the tahsils and some
of the zamindari headquarters. Ac-
cording to the record at he headquar-
ters town Jagdalpur (which is far more reliable than the

Rainfall and climate,
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others) the average rainfall during the last 13 years is 5866
inches, The State catches both the south-west and the
north-east monsoons. The greatest fall of 74°89 inches was'
received in 1895. In 1906 it was 71°17 inches. The State:
does not contain any observatory, but the temperature is
said to vary from 120° to 46° F. The climate of the State is.
damp, malarious and unhealthy.

22, The early history of the Bastar State is obscure, but

from the inscriptions and copper plates:
recently discovered by Rai Bahadur
Panda Baijnith, the present. Diwin of the State, it appears.
that the central part of the State formed in the 11th century
the kingdom of a Nigvansi family who had their capital
at Barsur, a village in the State, and perhaps also at Kuruspal
near Chitrakot. Their kingdom was known as Chakrakot.
The northern part of the State, it seems, either formed:
part of, or was subordinate to, the Kanker State. The
history of the southern portion is not known. The country
of Chakrakot was often raided by many a king from the
south.2 A number of stone inscriptions relating to the early
history of the State have been discovered only recently and’
those in Telugu characters have not been fully deciphered.

The Chakrakot kingdom subsequently formed part of the
Warangal kingdom of the Kiktiya dynasty who were feuda-
tories of the Chalukya kings. The renowned Pratap Rudra.
-was the most brilliant of the Kiktiya dynasty. On the decline
of the Chalukya kings the Kaktiyas became independent.

The Bastar Raj family claims its descent from the Pandw
king, Birbhadra of Delhi, who was granted by the family
goddess Dilleshwari an arrow as his weapon of war. This.
Birbhadra subsequently moved to Mathura, where he received
a trident from the goddess Bhuwaneshwari. Thence the
family with the family goddess moved on to Jeypore in the:
Madras Presidency in the time of Virkeshari. Later on they
settled at Warangal with Mianikya Devi (or Danteshwari as
she is called in the Bastar inscriptions),their family goddess,
who granted them a sword when they moved into Bastar.
All these weapons are still in existence and are even now

History,

1 These have been deciphered and edited by Mr, Hira Lal in the
Epigraphia Indica, Vols. IX and X.

3 Epigraphia Indica, IX, page 179.
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rvorshipped. The Kaktiyas were great patrons of learning
and the great commentator Mallinath flourished under their
jpatronage. One authority states that the great Kaktiya
king, Pratip Rudra, lost his life and kingdom in a battle
with Ahmad Shah Bahmani in 1424 A. D., but it seems that
the capital and some outlying districts maintained their
independence for 150 years after this. The king’s brother,
Annam Deo, left Warangal and established his kingdom at
Bastar. Some say that Annam Deo was turned out by his
brother. Be that as it may, Annam Deo died in Samvat 1415
and was succeeded by Hamir Deo. Pratip Raij Deo, who
came to the throne in Samvat 1558, is said to have conquered
eighteen forts (ga#%s) around Dongar, and assigned them to his
younger brother as a maintenance grant, It seems that within
three generations of this event the Bastar branch of the family
became extinct, and thereafter both Dongar and Bastar came
under R3jpil Deo of the junior branch. Reference is made
to this {act even now on all State ceremonial occasions, when
the stick-bearer recites among other formula ¢ Lahura
‘Gajapati Salamat,” Lahura referring to the younger branch.
Rajpal Deo had two Rinis, a Baghelin and a Chandelin, By
the first he had a son named Dakhin Singh, and by the
second Dalpat Deo and Pratap Singh. The Baghelin Rani
was very jealous of her co-rini and her sons, and when
Rijpal Deo died, she managed to place her brother on the
throne, thereby ousting the legitimate claimant Dalpat Deo,
who had to leave Bastar for the time being and take shelter
in the Jeypore kingdom. Subsequently he managed to win
over the Bastar court people to bis side, and with their help
killed the usurper of the throne on a Rakshiabandhan day
while pretending to pay allegiance to him. Dalpat Deo had
seven Ranis. By the senior Riani, a Kinker princess, he had
a son, named Ajmer Singh. One Nilu Pandit of the Nagpur
Army attacked Bastar and took away as a prisoner the
princess, who subsequently died in Puri. Dalpat Deo now
removed his capital to Jagdalpur which has since then become
the headquarters town of the State. Three years later he
died and then Daryao Deo, his son by his second Rani, and
Ajmer Singh fell out. The latter secured the throne, but had
ruled only for 2 years, when Daryao Deo, with the help of the
Raja of Jeypore, ousted him, For this aid the Jeypore R3ja
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received the Kotpad tract in 1777 A.D. subject to certain:
conditions. Daryao Deo also received assistance from the
ruler of Raipur, then a part of the Nagpur territory, for which
he had to pay a yearly tribute.. Thus now for the- first time
Bastar became a dependency of the Nagpur State. Three of
the zamindaris to the north of the Godavari river passed into-
and formed part of the Hyderabad territory at this time.
Ajmer Singh was then treacherously murdered and Daryao-
Deo died. His eldest son Mahipal Deo ascended the gadd:
and transferred the Salonigarh and the villages of Aori and.
Bhaisabeda to the Raja of Jeypore® in satisfaction of a debt
said to have been contracted by Daryao Deo, his father.
After Mahipal's death, Bhopal Deo succeeded. He assigned
- the Sihawa tract in 1830 A.D. in lieu of the Zzkoli payable to-
the Nagpur Government, retaining 5 villages held by his
mother, Bhairam Deo was the next successor. He seems to-
have been unfortunate in his Diwin and a disturbance occurred.
-in which some Murias were shot. This led to the Raja
being besieged by his subjects in 1876 A.D. In 1883 A.D.
Colonel Ward held an enquiry into the administration and it
was arranged that Lal Kalindar Singh should be Diwan,,.
+assisted by a Tahsildar in Government service. This arrange-
ment however broke down. The Raja was alleged to have-
permitted a human sacrifice to take place and was removed.
from the State while enquiries were made. The charMs

e o e

ncﬂ—;oved and he was allowed to return in 1886, but
an Extra Assistant Commissioner was appomted Diwan and
made responsible for the administration of State affairs, the:
Raja being unable to overrule him without the approval of the
higher authorities. Bhairam Deo died in 1891, leaving a
minor son, Rudra Pratip Deo. During his minority the
- State was managed by Government until January 1908 when
the young Raja was installed as Feudatory Chief of Bastar.
He is married to the daughter of -the late Sir Sadhal Deo,.

K.C.1.E., Feudatory Chief of Bamra State.
23. The State is fairly rich in archaeologlcal remains, to
the study of which the present Diwan, Rai
Archzology. Bahadur Panda Baijnath, Extra Assistant
Commissioner, has devoted , considerable attention. Old

1 As to the relation of Bastar and Jeypore, see Vizagapatam
District Gazetteer, pages 274—276.
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buildings and inscriptions are found at Barsur, Dantewira,
Bhairamgarh, Narainpal, Kuruspal and Dhanora. At Barsur
there is a Siva temple with 12 stone pillars carved on the out-
side with sculptures of nude figures in a damaged state. It
-1s said that Mahipal Deo and his queen Padma Kumairi were
offended at the indecency of the ﬁgures and caused them to
be defaced. A ruined Ganesh temple is also found here.
The image of Ganesh about 8 feet high and over 17 feet in
girth, is Stlll there Another temple about 50 feet high
and known as ¢ Miama bhinja ka Mandir’ has carvings inside
representing bells hung from chains and is in a fair state of
preservation. Another Siva temple has two sanctuaries with
a common court of 32 pillars. From this Captain Glasfurd
took a stone bearing a Telugu inscription of 1109 A.D. which
is now in the Nagpur Museum, and makes mention of
Someswar Deo and his queen Ganga Mahadevi. Several
other temples are scattered about the place and there are also
some collections of beautifully carved images of Vishnu and
other deities.. There are still three stones with inscriptions
here, two-in Telugu and one in the Devanagari. At Dantewara
is the temple of the goddess of the Nagvansi kings whom
they called Manikyeshwari. Most of the old temples here
have fallen but there are three Telugu inscriptions on stone.
One is of 1062 A.D. and one of Narsingh Deo dated 1218 A.D.
The third has not yet been deciphered. At Bhairamgarh we
find the doorway of an old fort, several tanks and some old
temple ruins, There are two inscriptions, one of which (in-
complete) mentions the Dantewara goddess. Narainpal has
a temple of Vishnu, the courtyard has fallen in and the image
of the god is broken. There is an inscription on stone here
recording the gift of this village to the temple of Narayan,
built by Gunda Mahadevi, widow of Dhiaravarsha-Deo and
mother of Someshwar Deo, on the death of the latter and the
accession of her grandson Kanhar Deo. Jatanpal near-by has
an inscription of 1218 A.D. recording a gift of land in Narsingh
Deo’s time. Kuruspal contains several inscriptions, one of
Someshwar Deo’s time dated 1097 A.D. and another of the
same reign but undated. One inscription mentions Ratanpur
and states that the Chakrakot Raja burnt Vengi, the capital
of the Eastern Chalukyas. ‘A safi stone inscription mentions
Harischandra and is dated 1324 A.D. Another inscription
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mentions Rudreshwar Deo but is undated. At Dhanori are
the ruins of about 20 tanks and also about twenty-five mounds
which probably cover the ruins of temples. One on being
excavated disclosed the remains of a temple and a Siva lingam
six feet long and as muchin girth. Many images lie scattered
about and on 2 hill near-by there is a ruined fort. A Karna
Rija is said to have ruled here, probably the individual who
built the temples in Sihiwa ascribed to the Chief of that name.

24. The area and population of the ‘State in 1gor were

L . 13,002 square miles and 300,501 per-

t;cl;?? l.llfat‘on' Statis- sons respectively. The .:;denssity_p of

population of the whole State is 24

persons per square mile. There are 2525 inhabited villages

in the State, only ten of which contain over a thousand

inhabitants, while about 300 have over a hundred persons.
Jagdalpur town itself has a population of 4762 persons.

25. A census of the State has been taken on four occasions.
The figures in "1872 and 1881 were
78,856 and 196,248 respectively, but
the enumeration- was probably defective. The ceasus of
1891 showed 310,884 persons. During the next decade
famine occurred and the population fell to 306,301 or 24 to
the square mile. In the Jagdalpur tahsil the population is
about 50 to the square mile ; but in Kont3 it is only 8, and in
Kotapal less than 4, to the square mile. ThereTis practically
no emigration or immigration, - )

26. Malarial fever is responsible for most of the mortality

Lt and a large proportion of the popula-
Diseases. tion saffers from malariat-cachexia.
A fever known as ‘Jungle fever’ in which the patiéntliesina
comatose condition for several hours, is distinguished from
other varieties by the . people. Bowel complaints and skin
diseases are common ; of epidemic diseases cholera has
appeared three times since 1891. Small-pox appears occasion-
ally, but is said to be decreasing rapidly. Plague has so far
not visited this State. .

27. The major portion of the population are agriculturists.
About two-thirds of the people are
cultivators and about one-tenth are
field labourers. There are about gooo cattle breeders and
herdsmen. Iron-workers number 3400, weavers about gooo

Growth of population.

Occupatioh.
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and potters about 2000. Washermen and barbers are very
rare and are found mainly in the large villages in the north
of the State. Liquor-sellers are more common and number
over 2000. Persons engaged in trade and moneylending are
not numerous, for the wants of the aborlofmes are few and
their means limited.

28. 'The chief languages used in the State are Hindi,
' Halbi, Telugu and the various dialects
of Gondi. Bhatri, a dialect used on the
middle-east border, is a mixture of Halbi and Uriya, spoken
by about 18,000 people. Halbiis a corrupt form of Chhat-
tisgarhi Hindi and is spoken by over 100,000 people in the
northern part of the State, where Hindi is also spoken by
21,000, The census figures show only about 8ooo persons
as speaking Telugu, but in the southern third of the entire
Bastar State, Telugu is the language which is best understood
by the Gonds after their own Gondi, and is of greater import-
ance than appears from the census figure. Nearly 150,000,
including 50,000 Marias, speak Gondi and its dialects. It
must be understood that in Bastar the obstacles to free inter-
course among the people have been great and sometimes
villages separated only by a small range of hills speak different
dialects, Many Gonds can also talk either Halbi or Telugu.

29. About two-thirds of the people are Animists and one-
third ‘Hindus. There are very few
Muhammadans and Christians Hin-

Language.

Religion.

who mostly hail from Orissa, are now by no means orthodox
in religious matters. Practically both Hindus s and Gonds to
a very great extent deify the spmts “of the forests, hills, trees,
soil, &c., and both worship the Danteshwari goddess. "Next
to her, _]agannath commands most respect He owes this to
the proximity of Orissa and the reverence paid to him by one
of the Chiefs of the present line. But locally Danteshwari is
far above all other deities and the Chief of Bastar, as her high
priest, is esteemed above all other priests.

Bhatra gods.—The Bhatri Gonds, who have risen above
their neighbours and respect the cow, worship, besides Dan-
teshwari and other Hindu deities, Budhi-mita with offer-
ings of goat, pig or fowl but not liquor, She averts small-pox
and rinderpest. Bhimsen and his twelve brothers are lords
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of the village lands and bring rain. Liquor, pigs and
fowls are offered to them. Pardeshin-mata, Telangin-mata and
the seven sisters are worshipped collectively with Budhi-mita.

Parjid gods.—The Parjas do not all have the same set of
gods. Some who worship Mati Deo (Earth god) do not
worship either Mata, Danteshwarl, Bhangaram or Karnakotm
while others worship all these.

Gadba gods.—The Gadbas, found round Jagdalpur, worship
Budhi-mita under the name of Thakurain-mata. Some of
them worship the seven sisters, but they do not worship
Langar, Danteshwari or Telangin-mata,
 Maria gods.—In the Mar country the gods were originally
_ tribal, each tribe in 1ts own area worshnppmg its own god, but
this is breaking down. The Katlami gofra has its god
Karathi at Adnar ; the Gomadi gofra, its god Bhongaraj at
Paralkot, and so forth. - None of these people worship Dan-
teshwari. Their gods are represented by two logs of wood
placed parallel to one another and lashed together with a
rope made of the skin of the bamboo with a third piece of wood
secured between them and projecting above the other two.

Muria gods.—Badha Deo is the god of the Muria Gonds in
Kondagaon and Antagarh; Badha Deo is supposed to have
brought the Kondagaon people safely from Raipur into
Bastar on the downfall of the kingdom of Dhamda. Here
the Mati Deo (Earth god) and Bhima Devi, the rain bringer,
are worshipped.and the spirit of a Muhammadan Hospital
Assistant has been defied and is believed to watch at the
Keskal ghat to keep cholera out of the State. The Kon-
digaon people also* believe in a supreme being called
¢ Ispurab’ and in a heaven.

Telugn gods.—The Telugu Gonds have separate gods
according to their gofras. The Perumbhoi Gonds worship
the eponymous hero of their sect. Towards Konta they
worship a fabulous golden shoe. Here each family hasa
separate god, in addition to the tribal god, often represented
by a few pieces of Zendii wood. These people have very little
idea of religion and know little or nothing about their gods.

Lingayats.—In the Bijapur tahsil and Bhopalpatnam
zamindari, many Gonds have become Lingayats. Such wear
a silver box containing a rudraksha bead or a Siva lingam
slung on a thread and imitate Brahman orthodoxy.
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Mediums, or persons believed to be possessed by a spirit
or god, are very often consulted. The Gonds of the wild
regions have a great reputation as magicians and sorcerers.
Rai Bahadur Panda Baijnath, however, states :—

¢ Every body believes in magic, but hardly any magician
‘exists in the State. It was only about Barsur that a
‘Telanga described the ritual of a ¢Vaddi’ (magician).
¢ It was partially verified at another place.” The following
gives anidea of the sort of art practised by these so-called
magicians. Whenever an enemy’s life is to be taken, a bit
of his cloth or hair is offered to a god with some incantations
consisting of a string of names of godlings and the victim
should then pine away, unless he in turn calls in a magician.
This practice is locally called Hudi@ marna. Another plan is
for the magician to put up two bits of grass tied in the form
of a cross to represent his client’s enemy and, after going
through incantations, shoot at the little figure .with a minia-
ture bow and arrow made of grass. If the arrow hits the
mark it is believed that the enemy will surely die, unless he
has recourse to magic to avert the spell. The magician,
before he is allowed to learn any maniras, has to undergo
certain purificatory ceremonies.

30. Many of the Hindu festivals are-not observed in the
State, while those that are observed
are carried out dlﬂ'erently “here.” For
instance, in the Diwali festival as observed in. the Antagarh
tahsil the women go about from village to village danc-
ing as they beg. The men’s turn comes in Pas (December-
January). In Jagdalpur on the morning following the
Diwali the bullocks are given Akichri and their horns are
tied with a new piece of cloth which goes to the grazier.
Corresponding to the Diwali festival is the sem-eating
festival in the Telugu-speaking parts of the State. The
Dasahra is observed by the Raj family with great éclat
for ten days, during which period the arms gifted by
their family goddess are worshipped. The' special feature
of the festival, as Pandi Baijnath states, is the formal
handing over of the charge of the management of the

State to the waan in the presence of the zammdars and

other leading men. This ceremony is held at the Kachin
gurhi on the evening of the day Kunwir Amavasya

Festivals,
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(October). But, before the ceremony takes place, the per-
mission of a girl who is under the influence of a spirit has to
be taken. This permission is given by the girl while she
swings in a swing and fights with a wooden sword in hand”
with another individual. For this performance a girl is
selected and trained in advance. At night in the Darbir the
Raja takes off his dress and hands it over to his Diwan,
thereby formally making over charge of the State affairs. In
these days the dress is taken off not in the Darbair, but after
it. On the Pratipada (or the following day) the Zalasthapna
ceremony is performed by the Chief himself in the Maoli
temple. The next is the day of a7/ and salimi by the
officials to the Raja who remains seated in a chariot, attired
in State dress with a bow and an arrow in his hand. The
oth day after Amivasya is the day of reception by the Raja in
state of the Danteshwari do/z at the entrance of the town.
The tenth is Dasahra day on which another Darbir is held
when ar# is done to the Riji and naesar is made to him.
A custom has of late been introduced by the Rija of giving

audience to the people and the State officials on this day and
of hearing their grievances.

The important Gond festivals observed in the State are the
chaitrai and nawakha? in which Hindus also_take part On
the chaitrai a pig or.a fowl is offered to the village god with
some liquor. The nawakhai is observed in the bright fort-
night of Bhadon (September). On this day the Gonds offer
new grain and liquor to their ancestors. In Kondigaon
Biidha Deo is worshipped on this day and in Antagarh kichr:
is given to the cattle. In the Jagdalpur tahsil this festival is”
observed by taking sweets and giving new cloths to the mem-
bers of the family. The Telugus have a festival called pakal-
pandug, to mark the beginning of the collection of the mahua
crop and another called the ckikur kaiya when the country
bean (sem) comes in. Whoever eats sem without partaking
in the worship is supposed to run the risk of being himself
eaten by a tiger. The Parjas observe only kareli and amakizaz
(at the miango season).

31. The Gonds constitute about 64 per cent. of the popula-
tion, and have various divisions and
subdivisions. Of the high caste Hin-
dus, Brahmans number only 867. There are some five

Caste.
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families of Maithili Brahmans and about the same number of
Kanaujias. Recently some up-country Brahmans have settled
here for the purpose of trade. There are over a thousand
persons classed as Rajputs; but it is said that few are of
_ pure descent. The Dhikars (Rijputs of mixed descent)
are divided into Puraits and Suraits according to the caste
of their mother. Interdining among them is confined to
known families. One group called Chairasars, whose
ancestors partook of a dead dog roasted in a jungle fire
mistaking it for a stag, are outcastes. Early marriage is
prevalent among them, but a grown-up girl is permitted to
select her husband, and remarriage of widows is not pro-
hibited. The Dhakars worship the Gond gods in the jungle,
and in the open country Hindu "gods. The practice of
cremation exists as well as that of burial, Some of them
wear the sacred thread. The Dhakars are closely connected
with the Halbis and hence the saying ¢ Halba Dhakar pat
pichhori,” meaning that they are as closely connected as two
pieces of cloth which have been sewn together to make a
bedsheet. They do not take liquor or fowl. The Halbas .
(12,887 or 4 per cent.) are cultivators and much addncted to
opium. They take pride in bemg ‘the "bodyguard ~ of the

hief and boast that he walks ‘under the shelter of their
naked swords.” No mention is made of them in the song
which recites the names of those who came with Annam Deo
Raja from Warangal. Two stories are current as to their
origin. One is that their founder, Halba, was transformed
into a man from a grass scare-crow of human likeness by God
Mahideo. The other is that he was born out of Balaram’s
plough. Some of these Halbis gave trouble about one
hundred and thirty years ago to the Chief Daryao Deo, who
flung many of them down the Chitrakot fall on the Indravati
river, only one man escaping with his life. They have
many surnames such as Majhi, Bisra, Rana, &c., and various
golras named after animals ar fruits, marriage among mem-
bers of the same gofra being forbidden. Early marriage
among them is imperative, else the girl becomes an outcaste.
To avoid this, when a match cannot be found before a gi girl
attains puberty she is formally married to a mahuai tree and
later disposed of as a widow. The bride after her marriage
is not allowed to return to her father’s house except in com-



46 CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORV STATES,

pany with her husband. = Though widow-marriage is per-
mitted among them, a widow does not generally marry her
deceased husband’s younger brother. Divorce is allowed
among them. They bury their dead. Should a Halba be~
killed by a tiger, all his ornaments and brass rings are thrown
away, as the belief is that if' anything belonging to him
remains in the house his soul might bring the tiger there.
The Panaras (3336) and Marars (1663) are really one caste.
The Panaras on the Bhopalpatnam side have 3 subdivisions,
the Purait, Surait, and Belia. The latter drink liquor and
eat fowl. At the census Pandras and Marirs were
recorded as Malis. The Panaras too are very strict as to
their “daughters being married before the age of puberty.
Their formal marriages take place with a pazli measure of
dhan.

“The Rawats here are of three classes—Jharias, Kosarias and
Uriyas. The Kosarias claim to have come from Warangal
" with their Chief. Of the Banjiras (3600) some are Mathu-
ria Brahmans who came originally from Berar. They say
that their ancestors were employed in Aurangzeb's com-
missariat. The Kalars (7032) and Sundis (1758), though
they form separate castes, are similar in many respects. The
Gandas and Pankas are much the same as in Sarangarh
(see para. 393. ) The Mehras bury their dead and have no
scruples in eating beef, The Gadbas (729) are the palki-bearer
class. Their women wear large ear-rings.. A Gadba if
he rides a pony is temporarily excommunicated. The Bhatras

are peaceful cultivators. Near Bastar they are classed as Pita,
Amnait and San. The divisions arz however not yet clearly
formed. The Parja or Dhurwa caste is divided into Tagara or
Thakura, Peng and Mundra. The two latter sub-tribes have
removed to Jeypore. According to one tradition these

Peng Parjas came fromWarangal with the Raja. They do
not recognize early marriage.

The Muria and Maria Gonds of the northern and central
parts of the State consist of several tribes. There are the
Marias of the Abujhmar country in the north-west of the State
who come down to Kutru and Barsur. and who themselves
consist of several subdivisions all calling -themselves Mefa
Ksitur or Koiturs of the hill. Then there are the Marias of
the Kuakonda tract, the Gonds of the Kondagaon tahsil who
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have immigrated from Dhamda, and the Gonds of Antagarh
who call themselves Jharian Gonds. The Telugu Gonds are
not considered here. The ‘Gonds round about Jagdalpur
occupy the highest position and the Abujh Marias the lowest.
" The former have given up beef-eating and pride themselves on
the fact that they do personal service to the Raj family and
remain -therefore about the Chief’s person. To call them
¢Gonds’ is to insult and offend them, smce _with _them
Gond means a beef-eater and a killer of_ cows. They are
rising gradually in the social”s¢ale. The Kondadaon Gonds
are beginning to give up beef-eating though in famine days
some of them have relapses. Kozfur is the usual Gondi word
for a Gond. In the south the Gond calls himself a Koya.

32. “Adult marriages are the rule among “the Gonds.
Among the Hindus they generally take
place before puberty as noted already.
Among most of the wild Gonds certain
Sotras are paternal cousins and the rest are their maternal
cousins. A man must marry in the maternal cousin’s fami-
ly. There is generally a ceremony and in marriages of
adults the bride’s consent is always sought, and a price
(called paring money) varying from Rs. 10 to Rs. 30is paid for-
her. A poor bridegroom sometimes works in his father-in+:
law’s house, generally for five years, to eatn his bride, and is-
then called ¢ Lamsena’. This custom prevails in many castes.
Several forms of marriages are recognised. Pendul is -the
regular ordinary marriage. E»-Utfo is widow-marriage or
marriage by fika. Poysotur is marriage by capture, When
there is no offer for a grown-up girl, her parents induce her
father’s sister’s son or mother’s brother’s son, who has a
kind of claim to the girl, to capture her and to take her away.
The parents then come in and console the girl, explain. the
situation and make her accept it. A caste dinner has to be
given in such a case and the marriage is over. Sometimes there
is a real capture to which the parents are not privy. Here
the village women beat the captors till they cross the village
limits. This form prevails about Killepal in Jagdalpur and
the country bordering on Bijapur and Konta -tahsils. For-
merly marriage by capture prevailed in other parts also but
it is now becoming obsolete. Pais@ mundi paithi, or Odi-
Jattur, is a form by which a woman, whether a virgin, mar-

Social life and cus-
toms.
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ried or widow, of her own choice and without the consent
- of her guardians goes into the house of another man. A
caste dinner has to be given and an injured husband may
claim marriage expenses. Armirfur is that form in which a
virgin or a married, woman runs away with another man.
The pair are traced and brought back and a caste dinner is
given. The hill Gonds’ ceremonies are simple. The girl’s
father takes the bride ‘with a party from his village to the
boy’s village. The boy’s father gives them food and in the
evening the people collect at his house for singing and danc-
ing. After this the girl and her parents go back to their
camp and are again given food. After dinner they conduct
the girl .to the boy's house and push her into it asking
her father-in-law to take charge of her, After some words
of advice to the young couple they depart leaving the bride
in her new home.

In the plains more ceremonial is-indulged in and the
services of a pujar: (priest) are enlisted. Sometimes the boy
goes in procession to the girl’s village following the Hindu
custom. Oil and turmeric are rubbed on the young couple,
they perform the dkdnwar ceremony, walking seven times
round a post or branch of the mahui tree. The girl’s
brother or a priest pours water on them from the top of the
mandwa (marriage booth). Among the Murias the pair
stand over a yoke while this is done, The couple change
their clothes, their garments are knotted together and
they put on crowns (maur) of flowers and leaves of the
date palm, &c. In the Telugu country the marriage
takes place at the boy’s house and after the water has
been poured over the young couple the boy ties the
mangal siutra round the girl’s neck. After a few days the
newly married couple visit the bride’s house and attend a
feast with dancing and singing. About Dantewira and
Bijjapur when a widow remarries a ceremony is performed to
transfer her from the god of her parents’ family to that of
her second husband’s family. Otherwise all would be killed
by the anger of the forsaken god. Around Paralkot and
Kutru if a woman whose first husband was killed by a tiger
remarries, the fike is performed with the axe or spear of
the second husband or with a dog, in order that the tiger
may be killed by the weapon or may destroy only the dog.
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33. The Gonds sometimes cremate and sometimes bury
their dead. Generally they bury those
who die of small-pox or leprosy. In
the Mar country the burial takes place on the second or
" third day after death when the relatives have come. With
the dead are buried some of his clothes and some cash, also
some clothes brought by the relatives. These are for the
use of the deceased. At a convenient time a stone is set up
by a road side in the name of the deceased if an adult. For
an important man a larger slab is set up. At Kundla on the
Narayanpur-Paralkot road 385 stones were counted and the
biggest was 8} feet in height above the ground. About
Dantewara a little flat stone is placed as a stool at the foot
of the bigger one to make a seat for the spirit of the dead.
In Kutru they set up wooden posts with rounded tops. Pass-
ers-by are supposed to remember the dead and sometimes to
offer a little tobacco to them. Before the stone is set up,
generally a cow, but sometimes a pig also, is sacrificed. The
cow is done to death by the blunt side of the axe. This is
called kutem.

In many cases and among all the lower classes they try to
find out if the deceased died of a spirit trouble or of witch-
craft or of disease. In Paralkot three heaps of rice are pre-
pared and the bier is taken to them. If three times running
it is attracted to the heap which stands for witchcraft, the
dead man’s spirit is called upon to take the bier to the
witch’s residence. The witch then has to confess or to
undergo an ordeal. Supposed witches are not as a ruic
troubled now ; but cases do sometimes crop up where injury
is done to such persons. Everywhere some few things
belonging to the dead and the earthen pots in his house are
thrown away at death. Mourning is observed for different
periods in different places, and those in mourning are im-
pure. The Murias in Jagdalpur light a lamp near the family
gods at the end of the mourning, spread out some flour and
cover it over with an earthen pot for the night. Ifin the
morning there is an imprint of a bullock’s hoof, the spirit of
the dead has joined them ; but a cat’s foot mark means
death from magic. A mark like rice grains means prosperity.
About Kuikonda children who die unweaned are buried near
the roots of a mahua tree that they may continue to get milk

4

Customs at death,
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from it. Everywhere among the Gonds there is a purifi-
catory ceremony at the end of mourning and also one to
transfer the dead to the manes. The ceremonies described
for the Marias are also observed in the Telugu portion of the
State with variations,

34. The villages consist of groups of huts each near its
own patches of cultivation. There is
hardly” any distinction between the

house of an ordinary tenant and that of a village lessee. In
the Maria villages the houses are constructed in two parallel
rows with a broad space intervening in which the common gra-
nary stands. Many of the villages bear the names of their
founders or of the tribe that first settled there. The village
gods are all located in huts outside the villages. In many
villages a grove of trees is selected for worship. In the north
such a grove is called a 20lo. The low caste Gandas are not
kept separate unless there are Hindus in the village. In
almost every village in the Antagarh, Kondagaon and Dante-
' wira tahsils and among Marias there is a hut called goZal ghar,
erected at some distance from other houses. Here the young
unmarried persons of either sex collect to sing and "dance at
night. In some villages they use the house astheir dormitory
and they appoint office-bearers among themselves to keep
order in the institution. Many a match_is made up here, the
young man usually beginning his courtship by presenting the
girl _v-vi/t}l_g,g_g_n_x_b_m_a.dg__‘\vith\ his own_hands. Lapses from
the path of virtue before marriage are said to be not un-
common but carry no social stigma. After marriage the
women are said to be remarkab]y faithful. They seem to hold
a strong position, for it is said that, if a man turns his wife
out for misbehaviour, he is unable to induce any other
woman to share his lot. ‘

The Marias are cheerful, honest and extremely generous
but very improvident In the matter of dress their needs are
very small and money theL o not covet at all. Both men
and women wear only a piece of cloth round the w waist, and for
ornament several iron rings, sometimes as many 23 twenty,
round their necks. Small brass rings are sometimes strung
on the Targe iron rings. The women also wear numerous
strings of beads which they collect and pass on from mother
to daughter. Ear-rings are -commonly worn, one woman

Villages.

-



'8

g 8OO D

Demrose, Collo., Derby.

MARIAS IN DANCING DRESS, DANTEWARA, BASTAR STATE.



BASTAR. 51

being found with fourteen holes bored in her ear and two
rings in each of some of the holes. A girdle of cowrie shells
is almost invariably worn by the men. These people are not
cleanly in their habits, and even when a Maria does bathe
‘he dees not wash his solitary garment but leaves it on the
bank. When drinking from a stream they do not take up
the water in their hands but put their mouths down to it like
cattle. Tattooing on the face, legs and hands is commonly
practised. The Maria boys in Antigarh and Kondigaon
brand themselves on their forearms. They believe that they
will have to undergo this after death if they do not do it before.

35- Country dances are the chief amusements of the wilder
Gonds and cock-fighting is a favourite
pastime in the bazars. For dances the

Mairia men lace a strip of cloth backwards and forwards round
the upper part of the body and wear head-dresses of peacocks’
and cocks’ feathers. One or two bells are tied round the
.waist to hang at the back, and small bells on the ankles.

Stag and bison horns are also worn on the heads by some.

At their dances the music is prouded by drums. The village
children amuse themselves with miniature bows and blunt
arrows and play tip-cat, blind-man’s buff, prisoner’s base
and a game in which one boy represents a tiger and the
rest goats with a goat-herd in charge. They also play a
game with tamarind seeds, guessing whether seeds concealed
in the opponent’s hand make an odd or even number.

36. The most important families in the State are those of
the zamindars. The Sukma zamindir
is a Kshattriya by caste and claims a
very old descent. This family has several times inter-
married with the Bastar family. The 2zamindiars of
Bhopalpatnam and Kotpal are Raj-Gonds. The ancestors
of the former are said to have been the padlki-bearers
of the Chief. This zamindar also holds the Mallam-
palli tiluk in the Chanda District of the Central Provinces,
which was granted to him by the Ahiri zamindar. The
zamindar of Kutru claims to be descended from the Nagpur
Gond kings. The Paralkot zamindar is said to be a Sarya-
vansi Rajput, and to have borne the title of Bhumia Rjja.
The zamindar of Chintalnar is a Kshattriya and the Phutkel
zamindar is of a Rawat caste. His family is said to have im-

Amusements.
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- migrated from Warangal with the Chief as the latter’s water-~
men. The family of Balram Jia is very influential, as the head
of it is the manager of the Dantewara temple. This family is of
the Kshattriya caste. The Rajguru family are Maithil Brah-
mans and assert that they are descended from the Darbhanga
Raj family of Bebar. They hold many muaf; villages and the
present head of the family, Pandit Mitranath, is a Darbari.
The Dube family is also of some importance. They have
settled here from a very long time. One of the largest land-
holders is Haji Abdur Rahman Khan whose grandfather first
came here as a sepoy. Subsequently he traded in cloth and
amassed a fortune. He holds about 234 villages. The lead-
ing Halba family is that of Hanuman Prasid Samarth of
Bhairamgarh who holds over 40 villages in the Kutru zamin-
dari. Another family of some note is that of Kondraj Babu
of Bhiji. His grandfather was once the zamindar of the Bhiji
tract. The family at present holds eight villages in the
Konta tahsil, on payment of partial jamd. Another old family
is that of Husendi Negi of Barsur, They claim to have been
originally Nagvansi Kshattriya but have intermarried with the
Halbas and are now considered to belong to the latter caste.

37. The soil throughout the greater part of Bastar con-
' sists of a light clay with an admixture
of sand well suited for the growth of
rice provided that there is an abundant supply of rain.

Mr. Sly in 1899 wrote of the land in the northern half of
the State:— ¢ My impression is that the soil is not usually very
¢ deep or naturally fertile. The configuration of the country
¢ is generally a succession of undulating ridges with interven-
¢ ing valleys. The valleys certainly contain some land ex-
¢ cellently suited for rice cultivation; but the ridges and
¢ slopes, which form by far the largest proportion of the area,
¢ are covered with thin stony yellow soil which does not look
¢ promising. The similarity to the Raipur District struck me
¢ very forcibly, but the bafz plains cover a much larger por-
¢ tion of the area of Bastar than in Raipur.” For the regular-
ly settled tahsil of Jagdalpur Mr. Sly recommended the fol-
lowing classification of the soil :—

A.—Land which is embanked and can grow.rice, wheat,
gram, masar and field peas subdivided into :— '

(1) Khari, i.e., land which receives the village drainage.

Agriculture. Soils.
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(2) Gabhir or low-lying land which receives more than
its share of moisture.

(3) Alal or level land which retains its fair share of mois-
ture.

(4) Tikra or uneven land which does not retain its fair
share of moisture.

B.—Land which can only grow miscellaneous crops—

(3) AMarhan or unembanked land.

The above classification with the addition of a class for darss
or garden plots attached to house, applies more or less to the
whole State. The classification of the soil current among the
people of the State is (1) matasi, (2) kali and (3) markan.
Aali of course is not much in evidence. The position classes
recognised by the people are bedad or low-lying land, séim or
level land and #%7@ or high land. In the summarily settled
tahsils the classification is merely into garden land, rice land
and minor crop land, and where cultivation is very shifting
assessment is made by plough-rates only.

38. The zamindaris and four of the tahsils (Bijapur, Konta,

Kondagaon, and Antagarh) have not

- been cadastrally surveyed. The zamin.
daris cover 4189 square miles and the
State forests about 5873 square miles. In the rest of the
State only about 946 square miles have been occupied for
cultivation. The best cultivation is in the Jaitgiri pargana in
the east of Jagdalpur tahsiland round Jagdalpur itself. The
Kondagaon and Antagarh tahsils are not so advanced. In
Bijapur and Konta villages are few and far between and cul-
tivation is very backward.

39. Exact figures of cropping are not available. Rice and
urad_are the most important crops
m _in_the_State and next come
kodon and kutki. Wheat and gram are grown in small
quantities only. Sugarcane cultivation is only important near
Jagdalpur. Sanis grown in the southern and western parts
of the State and exported to Rajmahendry. The double-
cropped area is largest in the Kondagaon tahsil.

40. According to Mr. Gayer, late Administrator of the
State, three systems of cultivation are
adopted. The first is called kokona,
under which fallow lands are ploughed

Statistics of cultiva-
tion,
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during and at the end of the rains. Then they are allowed
to dry up, but just before the breaking of the monsoon they
are sown with heavy or light d4dn according to the position
of the field.

The second system is known as kaerkefti. Here the
monsoon ploughing is dispensed with and the ploughing at
the close of the rains is more thorough. This is applied
to fields which have been under crop or to gabkar land which
has remained too wet to plough before the close of the rains.
If it rains heavily before land prepared under these two
systems can be sown, the seed is soaked and sown broad-
cast after it sprouts. This system is known as Zaz, A flat
log (kopar) is dragged over the field before or after sowing
according as the seed has sprouted vigorously or slightly.
The cropis not weeded ‘except by immigrant cultivators.
Garden plots are carefully cultivated and weeded and manur-
ed by tethering cattle in them. The crop most favoured is
maize, but juari, b@;7a, castor oil plant, chillies, tobacco and
sugarcane are often grown. )

The shifting cultivation of the markdn lands takes a pro-
minent place. These lands are either forest lands with big tim-
ber trees brought under cultivation for the first time, or lands
reclaimed and cultivated for some time and then abandoned
till forest grows up. This cultivation is ruinous to the forests.
Small trees are felled outright and big trees are ringed and
allowed to die. The soilis only cultivated for two or at the
outside three years and then left for about 12 years, Two
other systems of cultivation, viz., dongar and dahi are usually
grouped under the term dakia. The dongar system is used on
a slope. The jungle is cut and burnt on the spot and seed
sown along the top of the slope from which the rain water
washes it down and spreads it over the field. The second
system daki is adopted in level fields. Branches of trees
(usually brought from elsewhere) are thickly spread over the
surface and burnt. The seed is afterwards sown broadcast.
- The ashes have to be raked over the ground (which is still
glowing hot) with an instrument like a squeegee with a 12-
foot handle, and rubbed well into the hot ground. - This is
done in the height of the hot weather and is very exhausting
work. Those engaged usually suffer for some days after
from either bloody or very dark coloured urine.
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41. The people of the State are very slow to understand
the advantages of irrigation, as is
evident from the fact that out of the
total area of 187,586 acres of the Jagdalpur tahsil the irriga-
ted area was in 1903 only 1840 acres. Garden crops are
watered from unbricked wells or from streams by a water-lift
worked by hand, and the Bhopalpatnam zamindari is the only
part in which tanks have been constructed for the purposes
of irrigation.

42. Cattle are plentiful but not of good quality. In
Bhopalpatnam they are rather better
than elsewhere, probably because the
Banjiras from the Nizam’s Dominions have introduced better
blood. The local cattle find a ready market in the Chhat-
tisgarh and Chanda Districts. Prices have risen with the
opening up of roads. A cow which formerly fetched only
Rs. 4 will now fetch Rs. 10. A pair of young bullocks fit for
the plough used to sell for Rs. 14 to Rs. 16, but now fetch
Rs. 30. Buffaloes are rarely used for ploughing. According
to the commutation returns there are 34,000 bullocks, 2300
buffaloes, 1000 ponies and 48,000 sheep and goats in the
khalsa portion of the State. Cows are kept mostly for breed-
ing purposes, the supply of milk is therefore very limited.
There are many cow-buffaloes whose milk is manufactured
into ghi. Considering the area of the State the number of
ponies and sheep is very small.

The most common diseases affecting the cattle are rinder-
pest and foot-and-mouth disease. The people adopt no
treatment but resort to worship to effect a cure. The chief
cattle marts are at Londigura and Gidam in the Jagdalpur
tahsil. Carts are very scarce and the local type with solid
wooden wheels is heavy and clumsy. A better type is being
introduced by immigrants but the Gond is not fond of carts,
preferring to carry a load on his shoulder.

43. The demand for loans to finance improvements is small
and the people at present prefer to
resort to the moneylender rather than
to the State treasury, in spite of the high rates of interest
demanded by the former. In a normal year the State does not
advance more than Rs. 3000, though in 18g9-1900 (a famine
year) over Rs. 18,000 was given out. Private moneylenders

Irrigation.
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charge one anna interest a month on every rupee lent to a
small man. A substantial tenant has to pay 24 to 374 per
cent. per annum.” On grain loans 50 per cent. is charged.
44. Considering the situation of the State and the absence
of any facilities for rapid transport one
would imagine that the prices of food
stuffs would be unusually cheap. But this is not the case.
Even in Konta and Bhaiaalpatnam the demand from adjoining
British territory keeps prices up. Prices at the capital,
Jagdalpur, are considerably higher than in the interior. Rice,
which a few years ago could be bought at about 40 seers to
the rupee, now sells at 13 seers and wheat has risen from 20
to 12 seers to the rupee. Milk costs six pice a seer while in
the interior the price is 3 to 4 pice. G#Ai used to sell at 2 to
2} seers and 073 oil at 12 seers, but now the prices are 1}
and 4 seers respectively. Kerosine oil is ousting Zo7@ oil.
45. Money has practically no attraction for the ordinary
inhabitant of Bastar and work has
even less. The ordinary regular day
labourer is usually an outsider. 'Wages run from 6 to 8 pice
a day for men and a pice or two less for women. Male
domestic servants receive Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 per mensem and
female Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-8-o besides small occasional presents. A
syce at Jagdalpur gets Rs. 4 per mensem. A grazierto
a lessee or big tenant will get 9 kkandis of dhan per annum
and a piece of cloth at Diwali. Sometimes a village clubs
together to keep a grazier and then he gets half a seer of
rice daily from a tenant with 20 cattle and less from others.
Sometimes cooked food is given. The Lohars (blacksmiths)
being limited in number are usually paid by piece work. The
farm-servants are usually paid in advance a sum of money,
called sandak in Antagarh, repayable without interest at the
termination of their service. The regular wages of such ser-
vants are 12 to 18 kkandis of dhdn per annum with Rs. 2 cash,
besides presents on festivals. During harvest they receive in
addition a kdtha of paddy daily, On the last threshing day
half the quantity of paddy threshed out that day goes to
those servants who will continue in service, If a man hires
extra ploughs he has to pay one anna a day for each plough
for a morning’s work. The people generally do their own
washing and carpentering and the men shave each other, A
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good carpenter in Jagdalpur earns twelve annas a day.
Formerly village priests used to get rent-free land, usually a
plough cr half a plough. This system is no longer in force
and they have now to be satisfied with what is given to
"~ them on religious or ceremonial occasions.

46. The indigenous industries are not of importance. In
the larger villages coarse cloth is
manufattured from mill-made yarn.
At Jagdalpur inferior kos@ cloth is turned out by a few
people. Bamboo and grass mats are made by Gonds and
Bhatras respectively. A few Murias smelt iron which is
worked up into plough-shares, etc., by local blacksmiths.
Brass utensils are cast in a few villages and earthen utensils
are made by village potters. A few leather-workers have
come in from Raipur District, but it is difficult to get a pair
of shoes except at about 20 villages in the whole State.

47. There are altogether 25 markets held every week of
which no less than eleven are heldin
the Jagdalpur tahsil. Some fairs are

held in the Antagarh and Jagdalpur tahsils. ,

48. No reliable statistics are available. The headquarters
town imports about three lakhs worth
of goods and exports grain and oilseeds
to the value of about half a lakh. The chief imports
are cloth, yarn, salt, cocoanut, kerosine oil, sugar and
bangles ; while lac, myrabolams, hemp, grain, oilseeds,
timber, hides, horns and cattle are among the chief exports.
The trade routes are from Jagdalpur to Dhamtari or to
Vizagapatam ; from Antagarh to R3j-Nandgaon; from
Bhopalpatnam and Bijapur to Dummagudiam by river
and road and from Konta by river to Rajahmundry.
Konta is a river port and entrepdt for the trade of the south
of the State.

49. The capital, Jagdalpur, is connected with Dhamtari
in the Raipur District by a road gravel-
led throughout its length (136 miles).
Another gravelled road connects it with Salur and Vizagi-
patam through Jeypore and Korapat. Salt and kerosine
come_in by this latter road while Dhamtari sends wheat

spices, sugar and 011 Lately a surface road has been run

from ~ Kondagaon to Antadarh whence a gravelled road
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leads to Raj-Nandgaon on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway
~main line. Another important road runs from Jagdalpur
to the'Chinda District for 140 miles through the middle
of the State. Traffic to the south of Jagdalpur was much
impeded by the difficult Darbighat. The engineers are at
work to remove this obstacle, On the whole the State is
well provided with trade routes. A line which might be vse-
ful would be one from Dantewra to Chintalnar.

50. A description of the forests has already been given in
the section dealing with the botany of
the State. The State forests, exclu-
sive of the zamindaris, cover nearly 6000 square miles,
and until 1887 there were hardly any restrictions on the free
appropriation of their products. When the State came under
Government management, rules were framed to stop the
felling of immature timber, the denudation of ridges and
* indiscriminate dehia cultivation. In 1892 rules to regulate
nistdr and grazing for cultivators were promulgated. The
attempts to form reserves and check shifting cultivation were
however not successful. In 1896 a Forest Officer, was
appointed, but owing to lack -of funds he could do little
except stop wasteful methods of exploiting the teak, re-
gulate fellings and open a market for sa@/ at Rajahmundry.
The attempts to put s@/ on the market at a profitable rate
were however a failure. In 1899 an Officer of the Imperial
Forests Service was deputed to visit the State and lay down
the lines on which the forests should be managed. Financial
difficulties due to the famine of 1899-19go0 however unfortu-
nately intervened and nothing could be done until 1904.
Since then a plan has been drawn up to reserve 4312 square
miles of the best-wooded area and in this three blocks
covering 1326 square miles have been demarcated and
proposals for their conservation submitted to the Local
Administration. The zamindari forests have suffered
from wasteful methods as much as, if not more than, the
State forests proper. In 1887 the State issued sanads (or
patents) to all zamindars defining the hitherto unwritten con-
ditions of their tenure. The right of the State to interfere
. for the protection of zamindari forests was expressly set
forth, and in 1898 rules for the management of zamindari
forests were issued. The zamindars however foolishly at-

Forests.
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tempted to evade the rules. Two of the worst offenders
(Paralkot and Sukma) have died and their estates are now
under State management. Chintalnar and Phutkel have
practically no valuable timber left. Kutru and Bhopalpat-
nam have now to obtain the Chief’s leave to fell timber. The
chief products cf the State forests and the average annual
income derived from them during the last five years are: teak, -
Rs. 6000; miscellaneous timber, Rs. 12,000; grazing,
Rs. 20,000 ; myrabolams, Rs. 16,000 ; horns and hides,
Rs. 4000 ; other minor products, Rs. gooo ; and commutation
fees, Rs. 17,000 (3 years’ average). Myrabolams remain to
a large extent uncollected for lack of transport. The lac
industry is not well developed but efforts are being made to
encourage it. Since a Forest Officer was appointed the net
annual income from the forests (from 1897 to 1907) has been
Rs. 59,317 as against Rs. 35,699 during the period 1886 to
1890. )
51. No thorough investigation has been made into the

mineral resources of the State. Iron

ore is found in various places in the
State and is worked in a small way by native methods.
There is good building stone at Erikapal on the north bank
of the Indravati near Jagdalpur. In some parts limestones
are met with and corundum occurs in Bhopalpatnam. Gold-
washing was at one time practised. This metal is found in
the streams draining the hills north of Sonpur. Garnets are
available in the east of Partabpur, Gangalar and to the north
of Sukmai in the Konta and Chintalnar tracts. Tin is said to
be in deposit along the foot of the Bailadila range to the
west and the neighbouring hills. Mica exists throughout
the south of the State but the panes are not large. At Rao-
ghat, Kawela (Bailadila) and Sukma manganese of good
quality is said to exist.

52. The geographical situation of the State is such that
the rainfall is nearly always adequate
for the crops. Even a partial failure
of crops affects the people but little, since the wild aborigines,
who form about two-thirds of the population, are accustomed
to live on forest produce and hunting. Prior to 1884 no re-
cords of any famine are forthcoming. The distress of 1896-
g7 did not affect the State much, though it sent a number of

Minerals.
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Chhattisgarhis into Bastar in search of relief. In 1goo the
rainfall was far less than the average and badly distributed.
The main rice crop suffered severely, giving nowhere more
than half the usual average and failing entirely over large
tracts. - Prices rose and such stocks as existed were held back
because the people feared they would be forcibly "seized in
accordance with old traditions. The Administrator, however,
with the assistance of a few of the leading inhabitants of the
State, tactfully overcame the difficulty. The aborigines, owing
to their timidity and retiring habits, are difficult people to help
in famine times, but everything possible was done to over-
come their fears. They are averse to attending kitchens or
- relief works. Relief works in the shape of the improvement of
the village tanks and construction of roads were, however,
carried out at a cost of about Rs. 40,000. Kitchens also
were opened. at various places and Rs. 50,000 was spent on
~ this head of relief. The Indian Charitable Relief Fund gave
" Rs. 16,000 and America, through the Rev. C. B. Ward,
generously contributed Rs. 33500. Some Rs. 18,000 was
given by the State as agricultural loans and the situation, was
tided over. Land revenue amounting to Rs. 43,100 ‘was
suspended and about three-fourths of this sum was subse-
quently remitted. The distress was aggravated by an out-
break of cholera and the rate of mortality;was 40 per thousand
of the total population, while the birth-rate fell to 15 per
thousand. The mortality among cattle was very great, but
so far as possible the shortage in agricultural stock was
made good from relief funds and State loans.

53- On the system of assessment prevalent in the Bastar
State Captain Elliot writing in 1856
A.D. states as follows :—‘The land tax
¢is levied, as’in Chhattisgarh, on the
‘ plough and varies from 8 annas to one rupee. In many
¢ parts of the country the plough is not used and the soil is
¢ cultivated, especially where hilly, by an instrument called
¢ korki resembling a hoe on which a tax is levied of from 4 to
‘8 annas. From the amount of siwai, however, even sup-
‘posing the statement to be correct, the land assessment
¢ would seem to be lightly fixed on account of the liability to
‘increased levies under this head in fines and other impositions
‘ on various breaches of moral conduct.” The taluks were

Land revenue settle-
ment,
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managed by a talukdar or Diwan assisted by a clerk and 3 or
6 peons all underpaid. Besides the zamindaris thgre were
27 garhs and g taluks. '

On the subject of land settlement Mr. Chapman, in a note
of 1898 A. D., states :—* The whole of the Z2halsa was divided
‘into parganas or tiluks. There were 3 large parganas under
¢ paid-officials called Diwans or talukdars, who exercised civil
“and criminal powers besides collecting the revenue. The
‘wilder and the more distant parganas were for purposes of
‘revenue collections under officials called #iancdirs, negis
“and Ahzkmis. Under all these officials, who were themselves.
‘remunerated by fixed salaries, were paid servants called
¢ paiks who received a monthly stipend.’

* The system of land settlement was of the crudest descrip-
“tion. The unit of measurement was the ndgar, represent-
‘ing the area of land which can be kept in cultivation with a
¢ pair of bullocks in one season. Money was practically
¢unknown and all payments which were not made in kind
“were paid in cowmries. The rate of assessment through-
‘out the State used to be 5 dogani of cowries per plough.
‘20 cowries=one bori; 12 boris=one dogani, and therefore
¢ 240 cowries were equal to one dogani. Ten dogdnis were
‘equivalent to a rupee. Rupees were first introduced into
‘the State about 33 years ago when the teak timber in the
‘ South began to find a market in Madras. With the intro-
* duction of the rupee and foreign trade the value of the
‘ cowries began to fluctuate from the arbitrary value which
¢ was before attached toit. Until quite recent years, revenue
‘used to be brought into Jagdalpur in the shape of round leaf
‘baskets full of cowries. At the present time, the cowrie
‘is a much depreciated currency—25 dogdnis going to the
‘rupee. The prevailing rate was therefore about & annas
‘per plough. A plough was equal to 10 or 12 acres. Peric-
‘dical assessments were made. The dakidir or account-
‘ keeper went to the village to be assessed. The headmen
‘of the neighbouring villages were called together, and
‘enquiry was made as to the number of cattle actually used
‘by each cultivator. Assessments were checked by the
¢ Diwan,’

About the ?hekedari settlement Mr. Berry, ina letter
to the Commissioner of the Chhattisgarh Division, thus
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writes :— ¢ The first malguzari settlement was made in Samvat
‘. 1924, agd the ploughs then existing were enumerated and all
‘ ploughs, bothryoti and malguzari, were assessed for a
‘ period of 5 years at the following rates :—Cash Rs. 2-4-0,
¢ dhan 2} khandis, urad 5 pailis, oil 2 seers.’

‘In the next settlement, Samvat 1929, the assessment
¢ was fixed on the ploughs as enumerated 5 years before, and
‘ the cash rate per plough was enhanced to Rs. 3 and the
“dhan to 3 khandis, but owing to the objections by the ryots
‘the enhancement was withdrawn. A 10 years’ settlement
¢ was next made by Daulat Rao in Samvat 1934, but no fresh
“enumeration of ploughs took place, the number taken in
¢ Samvat 1924 being again taken as the basis, but the plough
‘rate was again fixed at Rs. 3 for cash and the grain
‘ payment at 3 khandis dhan, 5 pailis urad and 2 seers of oil.
¢ The enhanced demand thus entirely fell on the ryots, and
‘this appears to have struck the Bastar authorities of the
¢ time as being entirely to the benefit of the malguzirs, for two
“years later, z:.e., in Samvat 1936, an enumeration of the
¢ ploughs took place to ascertain to what extent they had in-
¢ creased over the number found in Samvat 1924 and still taken
¢ as the basis of assessment. This enumeration of the enhan-
¢ cedor mundfa nigars, as they were called, was affected in the
¢ time of Kuar Durjan Singh who assessed to revenue one-
¢ quarter of the mundfa nagars, allowing malguzirs to retain
¢3 of the increased number as their profit. At the same
¢ time he increased the State cash demand per plough, which
‘he fixed at Rs. 3-15-0. Matters thus continued until the
¢ Diwanship of Lal Kalandar Sjngh who, on the representa-
¢ tion of the ryots of some of the parganas around Jagdalpur
¢ that they had to furnish more bkef begdr to the State than
‘ the ryots of the remoter garks, reduced the cash rates per
¢ plough to Rs. 3, the amount fixed in Samvat 1934 by Daulat
‘Rao. The above sketch has been given to show that, since
¢ the introduction of the malguzari system in Samvat 1924,
‘the settlements in Bastar have been exceptionally favour-
¢ able to malguzars. So much has this been the case that in
¢ a very large number of villages malguzars have not found
‘it necessary to cultivate any si7 land or home farm, but
‘have subsisted on the rents of ploughs in excess of the
¢ State demand, or, where no such excess existed, have been
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¢ content with the bke# begar which their position of malguzar:
‘has made them entitled to’. .

In the year 1898, a summary settlement of the State was
completed by Rai Sahib Pandit Alamchand. The method
~ adopted, as Mr. Chapman states, was as follows :—

‘He found the jamabandis of a settlement, carried out
16 years before, in existence showing the rate per plough
‘then levied. He decided what enhancement per plough
each village would bear. He then proceeded to reckon up
“in khandis the seed capacity of each tenant’s fields. In well
¢ cultivated parts of the State, 74 kkandis were reckoned equal
‘to one nagar and 5% in jungly parganas. The number of
¢ ploughs in each tenant’s holding and in the whole village
“was thus ascertained.

“ A further check was made by actually counting the village
“plough cattle, the opportunity to do this being taken as a
‘rule when the cattle were returning home to their &dris in
¢ the evening.

¢ The process of estimating the seed capacity of the fields,
‘of translating the result into zagars or of checking the
‘estimate of nmdgars thus obtained by an actual counting of
‘ the village -cattle was carried out in the first instance by
‘ patwaris, whose work was then checked by Revenue
¢ Inspectors and by Rai Sahib Pandit Alamchand himself.
¢ The summary settlement was most cheaply, and in its later
‘stages, most rapidly, carried out and resulted in a
‘large annual gain to the State. The methods employed
¢ were patriarchal in their simplicity, but none the less
¢ efficacious.

¢The rate per plough is now between Rs. 4 and Rs. 7.
f From 20 to 25 per cent. of the village assets is guaranteed to

the village headman. Kotwars are being appointed in all vil-
lages and muafi land set apart for their remuneration. In
¢ December 1897, a cadastral survey of the whole 2kalsa was
‘ commenced with a view to a regular settlement. But it has
¢ since been decided to confine regular settlement operations to
¢ the most fully developed portion of the Jagdalpur tahsil. This
* summary settlement was revised in the 4 mufassil tahsils in
* 1903-04, but the ndgar rate was not raised. Some villages
¢ had prospered, some had deteriorated, and the settlement

was done to remove these defects.
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‘ A regular settlement for ten years of 486 villages in the
¢ Jagdalpur tahsil was completed and rents were announced
‘ in the year 19o4. Both traverse and cadastral surveys of
¢ these villages had been made, and the assessment was based
¢ on the soil-unit system. The remaining 253 villages of the
¢ tahsil were settled summarily on the plough system. Of
¢ these 253 villages, 165 had been surveyed cadastrally and the
¢ plough was calculated at 12 acres of rice land. In the other
¢ 88 villages, the system introduced by Rai Sahib Alamchand
¢ was followed. It is recognized that in Bastar the demand is
¢ for cultivators and the State must look to expansion of cul-
¢ tivation and not to enhancements of rents if it desires to in-
¢ crease its land revenue.’

Regarding the cesses and mudfis Mr. Chapman states :—
¢ Next to the land revenue the principal source of revenue in
¢ the State was a poll tax known as pan piai. This means ap-
¢ parently a tax for drinking water. The name of the tax is
¢ enough to show its universal nature., It was levied through
¢ the agency of Diwans in the same way as the land tax.
¢ The cesses now levied are patwari cess and Dasahra fika.
¢ In Jagdalpur, the rate for each of these is 3 pies per rupee
¢ 6f rent and ten per cent. is allowed as drawback to the
¢ lessee for the trouble of collections. In the other 4 tahsils
¢ the patwari cess is one anna per rupee of rent and the fika
¢ varies from eight annas to Rs. 3 according to the size of
¢ the village. .

¢ Another source of income to the Rija was the right which
¢ he retained in his own hands to sell widows and divorced
¢ women of the four rich castes—Sundis, Kalars, Dhobis and"
¢ Panaras. He used to send out emissaries to discover
¢ where such widows existed. They were called in to the'
¢ headquarters of the pargana in which they lived and put up’
¢ to the highest bidder. -The buyer was always of the same
¢ caste as the woman sold. This custom was known as:
¢ ghaita poni which means *‘Family rehabilitation.” The;
¢ widow's brother-in-law was allowed to keep her if he chosej
* on paying a small nazardna to the Raja, but otherwise the
¢ Raja had complete authority to dispose of her to the highest
¢ bidder. In some cases angry husbands would take wives,
¢ who had misbehaved themselves, to the Raja to dispose of
¢ in this way. |

b
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¢ The Raja used also to dispose of the sacred thread to
‘ men of low caste and as a solace in cases where fines were
* inflicted for offences against law or religion. There is an
¢ ancient custom known in the State as fumsari. Thereis a
“ monastery of Nimanandi Bairagis just outside Jagdalpur
¢ under the direct patronage of the Raja. They hold a sanad
¢ from the Raja which entitles the makant to go round the
¢« country with his gourd or Z@ma, collecting subscriptions
¢ from ryots for the support of the monastery.’ : _

The Chief also used to sell the headship of various castes. /
Benevolences were also levied when a Chief had to perform,
a ceremony, go on a pilgrimage, or buy an elephant.

Tenures are simple. A ryot cannot be dispossessed as
long as he pays his fixed rent, and that rent cannot be en-
hanced during the currency of settlement. He cannot sell or
mortgage his holding but it passes by inheritance. He
can sublet with his thekedar’s consent, but a sub-lease ends
with the settlement or with the dispossession of the village
lessee unless his successor agrees to continue it. No new
ryot can come into a village without the fhekedar’s consent.
Any village lessee (t%ekedar) or any tenant with the tiekedir’s
consent can break up waste land other than that formally re-
served as grazing ground. Rent for such land is paid by
agreement. Kalars and Sundis are recognized as State
tenants, because their rents in the past went to the Chief and
his Rani respectively. Villages are not valued except in the
northern open portions of the State. Surrenders by tiekedars
elsewhere are frequent. A Zkekedar, who has held for 12
years and effected substantial improvement in his village, is
given the protected status. Others are liable to ejectment
at the end of a lease. A thekedar cannot transfer his village.
He can demand three days’ work every year from each of his
ryots. The zamindaris (Sukmia, Bhopalpatnam, Kutru,
Paralkot, Chintalnir, Kotapil and Phutkel) are impartible,
inalienable and descend by primogeniture. Females cannot
succeed. A nasarana (premium) has to be paid on succession.
A zamindar cannot transfer any land or village by sale, gift
or mortgage without the Chief’s permission, but is allowed to
make grants for the maintenance of his near relations. He
cannot adopt without the sanction of the State. He manages
the land revenue and excise and forests, but not the police of

5



66 CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY STATES.
L ]

his estate. The tribute payable to the Chief was ﬁxed in 1903
for a period of 15 years.

54. Revenue-free grants are numerous and the income as-

 Muas. ~ signed in this way is nearly Rs. 52,000.

Members of the ruling family hold
. villages worth nearly Rs. 30,000 ; the Danteshwari and other
temple grants take nearly Rs. 16,000 and the miscellaneous
grantees hold the balance.

55. The State is administered by the Chief assisted by a

General Adminis. Diwan who exercises the powers of a
tration. Administra- Sessions and District Judge, having
tive control. under. him two subordinate judges.
For administrative purposes, the State is divided into five
tahsils and seven zamindaris (of which four are under the
Court of Wards). The Tahsildars and Managers have the
powers of a Munsiff and are magistrates with second-class
criminal powers, Thereis also an Honorary Magistrate’s
court, presided over by the zamindar of Kutru who exercises
third-class criminal powers.

56, The Land Record staff consists of one District Reve-

Land Record Staf, 1U€ Inspector, 4 Revenue Inspectors,

and 33 patwaris. Each patwari has,
on an average, 6o to 7o villages in his circle, and over
every 8 to 10 patwaris there is a Revenue Inspector to
supervise their work. Each patwiri gets from Rs. 8. to
12, and a Revenue Inspector Rs. 20, plus a field allowance of
Rs. 5.

57. ‘The people are not very litigious. The number of
suits instituted in 19o7 was in the pro-
, portion of one for every 637 persons of
the whole population. Suits of a civil nature outnumber all
other cases and the bulk of these suits are about possession of
property, recovery of rent and monetary transactions. The
people are very law-abiding and are so poor that there is
no opening for the professional criminal. Occasionally, a
band ' of dacoits comes in from Jeypore or the Nizim’s
_ Dominions. The aborigines sometimes draw knives on
each other for what seem trifling matters. The smuggling
_of ganja from Jeypore is very common and impossible
to put down with the limited force at the disposal f the
State,

Litigation and Crime.
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58. The Procedure Codes, both Civil and Criminal, the
Indian Penal Code, the Stamp, Limi-
. tation and Excise Acts are in force.
“The Whipping Act, Cattlepound Act, Opium Act and Court
Fees Act are also followed as far as possible. In all' other
-cases, the courts are guided by the principles of the laws in
force in British territory.

59. The outstill system of excise was introduced only in
1905, and in 1907 there were 390 out-
stills and 633 licensed shops. The
total revenue from country spirits in 1907 was Rs. 34,823
.as against Rs. 13,183 in 1886, when the State was brought
.under the supervision of the Political Agent, Chhattisgarh
Feudatories. The manufacture of @77 does not bring in any
revenue at present, and the demand for foreign liquor is
practically nil.  Since 1893 the cultivation of ganjz has been
stopped. It is now supplied by the British Government at a
fixed rate. The same is the case with opium. The income
from opium was Rs. 14,241 in 1907 as against Rs. 1648
in 1886.

6o. The villages being sparsely populated, sanitation does
not need much looking after. The
people always prefer tank water to well
water for drinking purposes. Sanitation in the headquarters
town is looked after by the police assisted by a regular
-conservancy staff acting under the instructions of the State
‘Medical Officer. ‘

61. The Public Works Department of the State was first
organized in 1892 and from that date
up to the end of 1g9oy the sum of
Rs. 6,48,147 has been spent on the construction of roads and
buildings. The cost of maintenance is about Rs. 16,000
annually.

62. The police force consists of 1 Inspector, 3 Sub-In- -
spectors, g chief-constables, 48 head-
constables, and 274 constables includ-
ing eight mounted police. The strength is one man to 948 of
the population and 40 square miles of country. One Officer,
2 head-constables and 24 constables form the reserve force
.at the capital. The annual cost of maintenance of the force
is Rs, 37,000. There are io Station-houses and 26 outposts.

Lawsin force.

Excise.
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Most of the force are locally recruited, about half being:
Dhikars, Rawats and Gonds.

63. There are altogether 830 kotwars over 2130 villages,
excluding the villages in the zamin-
daris, where the zamindirs are at
present permitted to appoint their own kotwars. Most of
these men are Mehras. The office of a kotwir is hereditary
and his remuneration is fixed at 10 pazlis of dhan per plough
per annum. He is also given one plough of land rent-free.
In some villages he is allowed to have the hides of dead
animals within his jurisdiction with the consent of the owner-
thereof.

64. The jail has accommodation for 140 prisoners including
eight females. The daily average of”
prisoners for the ten years ending 1907
was 125. Several industries, such as oil-pressing, weaving
of cloth and #ewdr, and cane work are taught in the jail.
The staff consists of a jailor, his assistant, a head-warder and
ten warders besides a police guard. The average cost of
maintenance per head was Rs. 34 in 1907 as against Rs. 6g
in 1900.

65. The State has made a great advance in education
within the last 16 years. During that
period the number of schools has
trebled and that of scholars increased nearly eight-fold. There.
are now 58 schools and 4835 scholars. There is at present
one English middle school and one girls’ school at
Jagdalpur. The rest, excepting two vernacular middle schools,
are primary schools. At Jagdalpur a school for low-caste
boys has recently been —afa\e_ﬁed The expenditure on
education in 1908 was Rs. 13,500 as against Rs. 1088 in
1891. Of this amount Rs, 2590 was contributed by the
zamindars and private subscriptions. The Education Depart--
ment is managed by the Agency Inspector of Schools aided
‘by two Deputy Inspectors of Schools, all working under the
instructions of the Political Agent, Raipur. Fees are realised
from pupils at the headquarters town only ; elsewhere educa-
tion is free. The State grants altogether 24 scholarships, of’
which 18 (of Rs. 4 each) are for the vernacular middle
schools ; two (of Rs. 4 each) for the English middle school ;
and four (of R. 1 each) for the girls’ school.

Kotwars.

Jail.

Education.
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66. There are 6 dispensaries in the State, of which
the largest is at Jagdalpur and has
a hospital attached to it containing
22 beds. It has also a pauper ward with 6 beds. The
Bhopalpatnam ™ dispensary is managed by the zamindar.
The average daily number of persons receiving medical
relief during the decade ending 1g9oy was 145. The total
number of surgical operations taken in hand during the
period was goo. The principal diseases treated at the dis-
pensary are malarial fever, bowel complaints and skin
diseases. The average annual income of the dispensary from
subscriptions is about Rs. 250 and the expenditure was
Rs. 12,150-in 1907. The Department is under an Assistant
Surgeon assisted by hospital assistants. There is also a
.qualified female hospital assistant attached to the main
«ispensary at Jagdalpur.

67. Vaccination is compulsory in the State. The staff
consists of a Superintendent, 11 vac-
cinators and a peon. The zamindars
have to bear the cost of 2 vaccinators for half the year.
The hospital assistants have also to attend to vaccination
at their respective dispensaries. :

68. This State was in 1867 assessed to pay Rs. 3036,

Takoli. which would seem to have represent-

ed the supposed value of the abkar:

and pandhri collections which had at one time been taken
over by Government in lieu of tribute. In 1887 it was
proposed to fix the tribute at Rs. 15,000 or less than
10 per cent, of the net revenue; but it was considered
undesirable, owing to the loyalty and dignity of the
ruling Chief, to make any enhancement during his lifetime.
On the succession of the present Chief in 1891 the question
was taken up and the tribute fixed at Rs. 17,200, but of this
.a sum of Rs. 2000 was credited into the Madras Treasury by
the Jeypore estate on account of the Kotpad pargana. Owing
to the minority of the Chief the State was long under
Government management, and a good deal was done to open
it up and gain access to the rail at Dhamtari on the Raipur-
Dhamtari branch of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway and Raj-
Nindgaon on the main line. The southern part of the State
has also been brought into communication with the Madras

Medical relief,

Vaccinatian.
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Presidency. The efficiency of the administration has beenr
improved and the income raised. Consequently the amount
of tribute has been raised to Rs, 20,000 with effect from 1st
April 1909 for a period of thirty years. The hereditary title
of the Chief is that of Raja and he is not entitled to a salute.
In 1852 the Chief received an adoption senad and subsequently
executed an acknowledgment of fealty under which he pledged
himself to attend to the strict administration of justice, and
to the effectual suppression of crime. Should, however, a
criminal be convicted by the Chief and sentenced to punishment
of death or to imprisonment for a period beyond seven years,
the Chief has to refer the case to the Commissioner or such
other officer as may be appointed by the Government for con-
firmation. He is not entitled to levy transit duties within his.
jurisdiction. “ He has to obey such instructions and accept
such advice as may be given by the British Government.
He must conform and cause his subjects to conform to such
forest regulations as the Chief Commissioner may be pleased’
to prescribe. If at any time through his misconduct the
State should fall into great disorder or great oppression
should be practised he would be liable to suspensmn or for-
feiture of his governing powers.

69. The real income and expenditure of the State for 1908
was Rs. 4,42,220 and Rs. 4,44,227
respectively. On the receipt side
the chief items were, land revenue
Rs. 1,153,364, forests Rs. 1,10,383, excise Rs. 93,606, taxes
Rs. 1129, stamps Rs. 5731, law and justice Rs. 3789, jails
Rs. 1938, pounds Rs. 2937, education Rs. 229, medical
Rs. 153, and miscellaneous Rs. 4363 ; while on the expenditure
side the items were, Government tribute Rs. 15,200, allowances
and assignments Rs. 57,037, political supervision Rs. 1613,
administration Rs. 33,510, forests Rs. 31,413, stamps Rs, g62,
law and justice Rs. 167, jail Rs. 6981, police Rs. 36,411,
pounds Rs. 615, education Rs. 13,500, medical Rs. 12,038,
sanitation and vaccination Rs. 2779, settlement Rs. 11,422,
miscellaneous Rs. 17,165, stationery and printing Rs. 3613,
pensions and gratuities Rs. 1374, and public works
Rs. 1,26,888. Of the above items the expenditure on settle-
ment and public works was particularly large in 1908 and is
of a fluctuating character. |

Income and Expen-
diture,
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70. The Feudatory State of Kanker lies between 20°-6’ and
20°-34' N. and 80°-41' and 81°-48' E. and
covers an area of 1429 square miles.
The extreme length from north-east
to south-west and extreme breadth from north to south are
86} miles and 3o miles respectively. The State is bounded
on the north by the Drug and Raipur Districts ; on the east
by Raipur ; on the south by the Bastar State and on the
west by Chanda. The headquarters are at Kanker, a village
with 3906 inhabitants, situated on a small stream called the
Dudh, 39 miles by road from the Dhamtari station on the
Raipur-Dhamtari branch of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway.
Most of the State consists of hill and forest country ; and,
except in the eastern portion along the valley of the
Mahanadi, there are no extensive tracts of plain land, while
the soil of the valley itself is interspersed with out-crops of
rock and scattered boulders. The Mahanadi enters Kanker
at ashort distance from its source and flows through the
eastern portion of the State, receiving the waters of numerous
small streams from the hills. Gneiss of a granitoid character
is the prevailing rock formation. Iron and gold are found
and the former is worked up locally, but the output is small in
quantity and does not pay the State. The principal forest
trees are teak, sal (Shorea robusta), sirsi (Dalbergia latifolia)
and bdijasal (Plerocarpus Marsupium). There is, however,
not much timber available. From a financial point of view
myrabolams are the most important, Both the Ausum
(Zerminalia Chebuls) and palas (Butea frondosa) are found
and utilised for lac. The mahua (Bassia latifolia), tenda
(Diospyros melanoxylon), and char (Buchanania latifolia) are
valued as food producers. The forests contain tiger, bear,
. leopard, wild hog, sambhar (Cervus unicolor), chital (Cervus
axis) and various antelopes. Monkeys are very common and
sometimes do considerable damage to the crops near the
forests. '

Boundaries and
physical features,
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71. The rainfall is registered at the headquarters of the
) . two tahsils, Kanker and Sambalpur.
mﬁ::"fau and cli-  The average fall during the last ten
years is a little over 49 inches. The
climate of the State is fairly healthy. Malaria prevails
generally in the months of July, August and September. The
Lohatar pargana, which is very damp, is a hot-bed of malaria.
The rainfall here is heavy and the forest is at present
extensive but is being cleared as the population increases
Occasionally frost occurs in the cold weather.
72. The ruling family of the Kanker State belongs to a
History. . very old Rajput family of the Somvansi
branch. Tradition has it that the
founder of the State, Bir Kanhar Deo, while ruling at
Jagannathpuri in Orissa, became a leper and had to abdicate.
After many wanderings in search of a cure, he reached
Sihawa in the Dhamtari tahsil of Raipur, 36 miles from
Kianker, and took shelter at the hermitage of Shringi Rishi,
where he spent his time in prayer. Inspired by a dream, he
bathed one day in a pool near the hermitage with the result
that he was cleansed of his leprosy. The people of Sihawa
were so much impressed by this miracle that they made him
their king. His descendants ruled for some time at Sihawa as
an inscription there, dated Saka 1114 (1192 A, D.), testifies.
The Raj family traditions aver that there have been eighteen
Chiefs of this line. The third ruler is said to have annexed
the Kanker pargana and moved his capital from Sihawa to
Kanker, while his successor annexed the Dhamtari tiluk.
During the supremacy of the Haihayavansi dynasty of Chhat-
tisgarh, the Chief of Kanker is shown in an old record as in
subsidiary alliance with the ruling power and as having held
the Dhamtari tract within their territories. Under the
Mariathas the Kanker State was held on condition of furnish-
ing a military contingent 500 strong whenever needed.
Rudra Deo, one of the Réjas, built the Mahadeo temple
on the Mahinadi near Dhamtari, named after him the
Rudreshwar temple, and founded the village of Rudri
there. He also made a fort at Dhamtari, of which the outer
ditch is still in existence. His fourth successor, Harpal Deo,
gave his daughter in marriage to the Bastar Chief and made
* over the Sihawa pargana as a dowry. In the time of Bhuap
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Deo, Harpal’s fourth successor who went to the assistance of
Bastar which had been attacked by the Marathas, the State
fell on evil days. They were at first successful, but Bhap
Deo was forced ultimately to fly to Jheria, a village in the
Dhamtari tahsil, with his consort who there gave birth to
a son, Padam Singh. From 180g to 1817 he remained at
Jheria, butin 1818 he was restored to Kanker by the British .
Resident administering the Nagpur territories on payment of
an annual tribute of Rs. 500. This was remitted in 1823 on
the resumption by the Government of certain manorial dues
and since then no tribute has been paid. The present Chief,
Lal Komal Deo, was installed in 19o4 with the hereditary
title of Maharajadhiraj.

73. The chief archaological remains are found on a hill to
the south of the town where the early
rulers lived. A footpath leads up the
hill to a stone gateway with seats on either side for sentries.
A little further on is a plateau on which are the ruins of old
buildings of stone and bricks, beyond which again are a
stone temple of Mahadeo and two tanks. Near the tanks
are two caves which can seat about 500 people. On the.
eastern portion of the hill is another tank and a cave called
Jogigupha. An inscription found in the temple near the
Diwan talao is dated in Saka 1242 or 1320 A. D. when Raja
Bhianu Deo ruled. The record mentions the names of his 6
predecessors', none+of which are found in the lists kept in the
present Raj family. Two copper-plate inscriptions dated in
1213 and 1214 A. D. were also found in the village Tahnka-
par and have been published by Mr. Hira Lal in the Epigra-
phia Indica Vol. IX. The village Mudpar contains some
remains of old temples and statues.

74- There are 503 villages in the State, of which 464 are in-
habited ; and the total population in 1901
was 103,536 souls or 72 to the square
mile, an increase of 26 per cent. during the previous decade.

There are nearly 50,000 Hindus and as many Animists with
about 1600 Saktas, 1300 Kabirpanthis and 400 Muhammadans.

75- The prevailing language of the State is the dialect of

Religion, language Chhattisgarhi Hindi, but Gonds and
and caste. Halbas speak their caste dialects also.

Archaology.

Population. Statistics.

1 Epi. Indica. Vol. IX, p. 124.
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In Kanker more than half the population are Gonds, and
next in importance, come the Halbas (8 per cent.) who have
spread from Bastar into this State. The other principal
castes in the State are the Rawats (7 per cent.), Kalars (6 per
cent.), Gandas (4 per cent.), Telis, Mehras and Malis (3 per
cent., each). Agriculture and labour dependent on agricul-

- ture are the main occupations of the people. The Gonds do
not employ barbers, washermen or leather-workers but do for
themselves the work usually entrusted to the Nai, Dhobi, and
Chamiar, Among the Hindu community, however, these and
other village servants of the usual type are generally found.

76. The aboriginal population live in much the same
style and have much the same customs
as the aborigines of the adjoining
State of Bastar, but it is said that they
are gradually coming into line with their Hindu neighbours
and abandoning their old beliefs. At present, however, in
the more remote villages the Gonds adhere to the worship of
godlings and their old social customs. The girls and boys
have their_separate sleeping barracks outside the village and
.meet near them nightly to play and dance and sing. Child-
marfiage is not in force and the young people arrange their
marriages among themselves. Widow-marriage is allowed
and the younger brother can marry his elder brother’s widow
with her consent. Among the higher castes widow-marriage is
barred and child-marriage is the rule. AMN social and religious
disputes are referred to a panchayat of the leading local
men among the low castes and of priests among the higher
castes. *

In the forest tracts the houses are almost universally mere
thatched huts, but in the open villages substantial buildings
with tiled or terraced roofs are found. The water-supply in
the latter area is derived from tanks and wells supplemented
in the hot weather by pits dug in the beds of the streams.
In the forest villages the supply is often scanty but is being
gradually improved. .

77. The soil of the State is classified into kankar, dorsa,
matasi and kackhar. Kanhar is a
heavy black soil and yields good
rabi crops. Dorsa is a black soil with an admixture of sand
and pebbles. The yellowish brown soil is called matasi. It

Social life and
customs. .

Agriculture. Soils.
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contains clay and sand in equal parts. Kackhar is the low-
lying sandy soil adjoining the bed of a river.

78.  Out of the total area of 1429 square miles, 468 square
miles are covered by hills and forests,
and 470 square miles are fallow, the
area under cultivation being only 491

Statistics of cultiva-
tion,

square miles.

79. The broadcast system of cultivation is generally in
' force. Dahia cultivation is also
prevalent to a certain extent but is
gradually decreasing every year. The advantages of irrigation
are being gradually appreciated and the people are now
constructing tanks, wells and embankments.

8o. Rice is the principal crop grown in the State ; wheat
is grown to a small extent in the
northern and eastern parts of the State.
Til (Sesamum indicum) is cultivated everywhere and is a
profitable article of export. Gram, pulses and oilseeds are
grown to a certain extent. Kodon is the staple food crop of
the poorer classes and is cultivated very largely. Juar,
Indian corn and cotton are produced in a few places. San-
hemp, tobacco and sugarcane cultivation receive some
attention.

81. The local bullocks are small but sufficiently strong for
the style of cultivation in force and are
often taken by the Chanda and
Bhandara Districts, Plough bullocks cost from Rs. 25 to
Rs. 30 a pair and cart bullocks from Rs. 50 to Rs. 100.
There are very few horses in the State.

82. Loans are advanced by the State to cultxvators
for the purchase of seed-grain and
bullocks with 6} per cent. interest.
Grain loans are also advanced at seed time at 50 per cent.
interest. There are some private moneylenders, usually
Brahmans, Banias or Kalars, who usually charge 24 per cent.
interest on cash loans and 50 per cent. on grain loans.

83. The opening of the Raipur-Dhamtari branch of the
Bengal-Nagpur Railway has sent up
the prices of food grains. Rice now
sells at about 15 seers to the rupee, wheat at 11 seers, gram
at 13 seers, kodon at 30 seers and arkar at 16 seers.

Method of cultivation.

Crops.

Cattle,

Loans.,

Prices,
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84. The wages of an ordinary labourer are two annas a
day for a male and one and a half
annas for a female. The usual farm-
servants are of three kinds (t) sainjia, (2) bailicharwa and (3)
pahkatia. The saunjia is the chief ploughman and assistant
of the cultivator. He supervises the other labourers and re-
ceives one-fourth of the crop grown in his employer’s fields.
He also receives two rupees as an advance at the beginning
of his service repayable without interest at its termination and
is given a blanket and an occasional loan of grain to be repaid
with interest at 25 per cent. A seaunjia’s wife when she works
on the fields is paid wages at the ordinary rate. A bJaila-
charwad not only grazes his master’s plough-bullocks but has
to assist the saunjia at sowing time and is paid six to nine
khandis of grain every year. The pakatia grazes the other
animals and receives nine to twelve 2%andis of grain. Besides
this he receives maeki (butter milk) from the sale of which he
earns about two rupees a month. For weeding and harvest-
ing casual labourers are employed, men receiving six pice and
women four pice a day. The kotwar or the village watch.-
man holds ten %dzkas seed capacity of land rent-free and re-
ceives ten kdthas of paddy per plough from each tenant.
The village priest (called geitd) receives five kdthas per
plough of paddy per annum from each tenant.

85. The construction of the Dhamtari-Jagdalpur road and
the Antigarh-Nandgaon road, which
pass through the Kanker State, has
given an impetus to the internal trade of the State. The
chief articles of export are myrabolams, grain, g#z, cattle, lac,
oilseeds, wax, hides, horn, coarse cloth, timber and bamboos ;
while the main imports are cocoanut, tobacco, sugar, salt,
cloth, and grocery. These things are generally brought from
Dhamtariand Rij-Nandgaon. ¢ Salt is occasionally imported
~on pack bullocks from the Madras Presidency.

86. Coarse cloth is manufactured by the Koshtis, Giandas,
Pankias and Mehras from mill yarn.
Gunny bags and cloth are prepared
from hemp fibre. Woollen blankets are also locally manu-
- factured. Bell-metal utensils and anklets are largely made.
The goldsmiths manufacture ornaments but they are of no
artistic value. There are some carpenters in the  State who

Wages.

Trade.

Manufactures.
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make rough ornamental woodwork. The potters turn out
tiles and earthen pots for local use and the local Chamars
turn out shoes and leather ropes and covers for bamboo
~ baskets.

87. The State forests cover over 400 square miles and for
the purposes of administration are
divided into two charges. The prin-
cipal trees found in the forests are teak, bija, sdja, tinsa, sarai,
dhaman, kohwa and senhd. During the past five years the
average annual forest income has been Rs. 357,154, Myra-
bolams are the chief product and it is said that one-sixteenth
of all the myrabolams exported from India come from this
State. In this calculation however much of the Bastar crop
is probably included. Lac, mahua, timber and bamboos are
the other chief sources of income.

88. No thorough investigation has been made into the
mineral resources of the State. Iron-
ore is found in the hills and worked up
locally into plough-shares, etc. Gold-washing is carried on
to a small extent in the bed of the river Khandi which flows
through the Lohatar pargana of the State but is nota pro-
fitable occupation. '

8g. As to early famines no records are available. Within
living memory the State has been visit-
ed by famine twice—once in 1897 and
again in 1g00. In 1897 the monsoon broke in the usual way
but the rain suddenly ceased in August, with the result that
the rice and kodon crops were damaged and 72z crops could
not be sown. The prices of grain went up and distress
became imminent. Fortunately however there was a large
stock of grain in the State and the holders were induced to
sell to those who had none. Relief works were also started
on roads and tanks. The famine of 1goo was very severe.
In this year relief operations had to be taken up early and
a sum of no less than Rs. 61,358 was spent altogether under
this head. A sum of Rs. 7707 was advanced to cultivators
as Zlakave loans and about Rs. 1500 was spent in the
manufacture of tiles, bricks,&c. A contribution of Rs. 10,000
was received from the Charitable Fund Committee and dis-
tributed among the distressed. Besides this, land revenue
amounting to Rs. 27,293 was suspended by the State and

Forests.

Minerals.

Famine.



78 CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY STATES.

two kitchens were started. The next year’s harvests were
very encouraging and distress disappeared. The State
has now recovered from the losses sustained during this
period.

90. On the subject of land settlement Mr. Chapman in
: a note states :—¢ The ancient method
mil;l?s"tcrlaﬁr::_enue 8- ¢of land settlement in the’ Kanker

¢ State was practically the same as in

¢ Bastar. The unit of assessment was the ndgar or plough,
¢ which meant the area of land which two pairs of bullocks
¢ can keep in proper cultivation. The village headman used
“to receive one or two ploughs of land rent-free for his
¢ remuneration according to the size of the village. The
¢ prevailing form of tenure was ryotwari and only nominal
¢ nasars were taken at the renewal of leases or transfer of vil-
‘lages. The amount of these nazars varied according to the
“size of the villages and the wealth and position of thelessees.
¢ The ryoti collections were paid by the village headman to
“the State. A plough rate was fixed for each village and the
‘rate was periodically revised by the State officials with the
¢ assistance of a panch of neighbouring village headmen. The
¢ earliest form of assessment probably consisted in simply
¢ counting the number of working cattle in possession of each
¢ tenant ; but the idea of a plough very soon became associat-
¢ ed with a certain fixed seed capacity. Each tenant held a
¢ fair proportion of land of each class. The plough is gener-
¢ ally considered to-be equivalent to ten 2kandis seed capacity,
¢ ten khandis of dhan representing about 700 seers. The rent
“ now assessed per ndgar varies from Rs. 4 to Rs. 30.

¢ There are no zamindars in the State. All village head-
“ men pay their revenue direct into the State treasury.
¢ Besides his jama the thekedar also paid R. 1 as Rakhi tika,
¢ and R. 1 as Dasakra tika to the Maharajadhirdj. This he
¢ realized rateably from his tenants. The payments made
¢ by the tenants to the Zhekedars were as follows :—

¢ Cash rental at Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 7 per plough.

¢ Rental in kind, R. 1-8 per plough.

¢ Forest dues, annas 8 per plough.

¢ Patwari and school cess, anna one per rupee of jamd, *

¢ Begar or free labour, R, 1 per ryot. '

¢ Dasahra rice, one kdatha per ryot.
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¢ Patwari f2e, anna one per ryot.

¢ Each tenant also had to pay his share of the Rik%Z and
¢ Dasahra tika.

¢ There are certain miscellaneous dues realized by the
¢ Chief such as Haldi sari, Lal tika, Marond, Chiri-tax,
¢ Ughai. Haldi sari is the name of a tax levied from all
¢ residents of the State on festive occasions.in, the family of
¢ the Maharajadhiraj. Lal tzke was a tax levied on the birth
¢ ofan heir to the Maharajadhiraj. Marond is a tax levied
¢ upon marriages in all castes except the higher castes of
¢ Hindus. The chari tax was a tax levied by the State
“upon all re-marriages of widows. Ughai was a tax levied
“upon all sales in bazars. There seem to be no traces of
¢ feudal tenure in the State.

¢In 1892 Rai Sahib Pandit Alamchand carried out a sum-
¢ mary settlement of the State, which was then under direct
¢ Government control. It was found inadvisable to abolish
¢ all payments in kind. A good deal of grain was required
¢ for the household of the Maharajadhiraj which it was not
¢ always convenient to purchase. Payments in kind were
¢ therefore retained in villages within easy distance of the
¢ capital.

¢ Forest dues were dealt with quite separately from the
¢ land assessment, JBegdr, Dasahrid rice, and patwari fees
¢ were abolished and an uniform rate of two annas in the
¢ rupee of jama fixed to cover the patwiri and school cess.
¢ The remuneration of the village headman was provided by
¢ allowing him sir land up to 25 or 30 per cent. of the total
¢ assets of the village.

¢ The assessment was carried out as follows :—

¢ A simple jamdabandi was first prepared by the patwiri
¢ showing the area held by each tenant in ploughs and %/%an-
¢ dis, seed capacity, and the rent paid by each. This was
¢ prepared after due enquiry from village headmen and
‘ryots. These jamabandis were checked by the Tahsildar,
¢ The ryots and lessees were then assembled. A panck was
‘ formed consisting of two headmen of neighbouring
¢ villages and the number of ploughs held by each tenant
¢ in the village was finally determined. A fair enhancement
¢ was then made by the help of the panck upon the plough
¢ rate in the village. The enhancement varied from R. 1-8 to



8o CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY STATES.

¢ R. 1-12 per plough. The enhancements thus fixed were
‘ with few exceptions accepted. In case of objection the
¢ Diwan gave the final decision.

¢ The settlement resulted in a large enhancement of
‘ revenue, due principally to a large increase in the number
¢ of ploughs brought under assessment and partly to under-
¢ assessment in the past. Payments in kind were retained in
¢ the Charbhata pargana, in 17 out of 41 villages in the Korar
¢ pargana, and in 16 out of zo0 villages in the Kuapani
¢ pargana. The percentage of profit left to the gaontias
¢ averaged over 235 per cent. of the assets, so the settlement
‘ may be considered a lenient one.’

The wajib-ul-ars introduced for the State at the settlement
was, save for a few slight differences, the same as that used
for Kawardha and Sakti. The settlement expired in 1900,
The revision of the settlement was delayed in consequence of .
the famine of 18gg-1900, but has recently been completed.

At this revision kkasrdas were prepared showing the seed
area of the land held by each tenant. In case of dispute the
holding was surveyed and the area in acres converted into
seed area on the basis of 15 Zithas of seed to one acre.
Rent-rates were fixed according to the class of soil and rents
were calculated accordingly.

The following cesses have been assessed, viz :—

School, patwairi and road cess, each at one anna per rupee
of revenue, a dispensary cess at half an anna per rupee of
revenue, and znisfar at 8 annas per plough. The cess on
hides and horns has been abolished. All payments in kind -
for the use of the Raj family ( Kathan ) have also been
abolished. The land-revenue demand was assessed according:
to a prescribed scale on the assets.

Income from grass and mahua has not been assessed. The
result of this revisoin has been to enhance the net demand of
the State on account of revenue and cesses from Rs. 36,078
to Rs. 70,021. The enhancement is a large one, but the
increase of cultivation has been even larger, (from 66,4335 to
155,833 khkandis), and the assessed value per kZandi of the
cultivated area has decreased from 15 annas 1 pie to 11 annas
3 pies. The Rakkh: and Dasahra tikas have been retained.

The revenue is payable in equal instalments on the 15th
January and 15th April. The term of settlement is seven
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years from the 1st July 1g9o2. A new wdjib-ul-ars has been
pregared which contains the following noticeable provisions.
Hides and horns of dead cattle are declared to be the pro-
~ perty of the State. Gaontias are permitted to mortgage or
lease their villages with the previous sanction of the State,
for the period of settlement. Subject to the gaontia’s right of
pre-emption, tenants may sell their holdings and they may
sublet them for a period not exceeding three years. The
recovery of gaontias from their tenants of their Rakhi and
Dasahra cesses is prohibited. Gaontias and tenants are
bound to place their carts at the disposal of the State once a
year for the removal of forest produce to any place indicated
by the authority of the State, Tenants are bound to place
their ploughs and plough cattle at thedisposal of their gaontia
once in Asiarh and once in Kunwir, under a penalty of four
annas per day. The village servants recognized are the
mukaddam (Thakur) and kotwar., These are appointed and
dismissed by the State, The office of kotwar is ordinarily
hereditary. The kotwar’s remuneration ccnsists of 10
kathas of land and 10 AGthas of grain per plough at the 2karif
harvest. The Thakur holds land or receives a cash remunera-
tion as may be agreed upon by the gaontia and himself. If
he is a cultivator he holds his land rent-free in lieu of service,
Service land cannot be alienated.

91. The State is administered by the Chief himself who
holds the hereditary title of Maharaja-

General . .
Administration. dhiraj. The Feudatory status of the
Administrative Chief was recognized by a sanad con-
control.

ferred in 1865. Subsequently an ac-
knowledgment of fealty was executed by the Chief and
these documents govern the relations of the State with
the British Government. A Political Agent under the
supervision of the Commissioner, Chhattisgarh Division,
controls the relations of the State with the Government.
The.Chief has full revenue and civil powers and large
criminal powers, the only restriction on the latter being
that when any sentence of death or of imprisonment for
more than seven yearsis passed, the case should be
referred to the Commissioner, Chhattisgarh Division, for
confirmation. The Chief has full rights over all minerals

found in his State. The Chief is assisted by a Diwin who
p ;
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. also exercises judicial powers. The State is divided into

two tahsils with headquarters at Kanker and Sambalpur res-
pectively. In the Kanker tahsil the Tahsildar is assisted by
a Naib. For Land-record work a staff of Inspectors and
patwaris is maintained, the latter being paid by a cess of one
anna in the rupee on rents.

The sanad received in 1863 by the Chief conveyed to him
the assurance that, on failure of natural heirs, the British
Government would recognize and confirm any adoption of a

. successor made by himself or by any future Chief of the

State that might be in accordance with Hindu law and the
customs of his race. Subsequently the Chief executed an
acknowledgment of fealty by which he undertook to respect
and maintain all rights within his territories, to attend to the
prosperity of his ryots, to the strict administration of justice,
and to the effectual suppression of crime; torefer to such
British officer as the Chief Commissioner might appoint any
sentence of death orof imprisonment for more thanseven
years before he punished the offender; to allow British officers
to pursue in his territory any persons who have committed
offences in British territory or criminals from British territory,
and to render every assistance in capturing and delivering up
such fugitives; to represent to British officers the case of any
person who has committed an offence in his territory and fled
to British or other territory in order that the offender may be
given up; to pay an annual tribute punctually and give assist-
ance towards settling the amount payable when the tribute is
from time to time revised (this condition is now a dead letter.
as the Chief is exempted from paying tribute); to levy no tran-
sit dues within his jurisdiction; to give his subjects no cause
of complaint against injustice and to dispose equitably of any
complaints against his subjects which may be referred to him
by British officers; to obey such instructions and accept such
advice asthe Chief Commissioner or his officer shall give him;
to conform, and cause his subjects to conform, to such forest
regulations as the Chief Commissioner may be pleased to
prescribe. The Chief also admits that if at any time, through
the misconduct of himself or his successor, the State should
fall into great disorder, or great oppression should be
practised, the Chief who is responsible shall be liable to
forfeiture of his governing powers, He also undertook
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to depute a Vakil to be in attendance at the court of the
Deputy Commissioner, Sambalpur, or at any other court
where the Chief Commissioner from time to time might
direct.

92. The people of the State are simple and honest and not
addicted to crime or litigation. The
bulk of the civil and criminal cases are
therefore straightforward and unimportant. The Acts chiefly
followed are listed below :— '

(1) The Indian Penal Code.

(2) The Criminal Procedure Code.

(3) The Civil Procedure Code.

(4) Evidence Act. '

(5) Excise Act.

(6) Limitation Act.

(7) Forest Act.

(8) Court Fees Act. ' .

93- The outstill system of excise is in force in the State.
There are altogether g1 circles, each
consisting of five to eight villages and
covering an average area of about 20 square miles, There is
practically no demand for foreign liquor. Opium and gana
are purchased from the Government Treasury at Raipur and
are sold by the State to retail vendors. Garje at one time
used to be smuggled into the State from the Jeypore estate
in the Madras Presidency, but of late years this practice has
been checked. The average annual income from liquor and
drugs for the past five years is Rs. 17,042 of which opium
accounts for Rs. 1517 and ganjae for Rs. 180. ‘

94. The police force consists of one Circle Inspector, 2
Sub-Inspectors, one Court Inspector,
13 head-constables, 6 muharrirs, 3
lance constables, 55 constables and two sowdrs. There are
two Station-houses—one at Kanker and the other at Sambal-
pur—and five outposts. The proportion of the police is one
for every 17 square miles and 1218 persons. The annual
expenditure on the force is Rs. 8700. ‘

935. The jail can accommodate %o prisoners including
females. The average annual number
~ of prisoners admitted into the jail
during the last thre;a’ years is 62 males and 7 females. There

Litigation and Crime,

. Excise,

Police.

Jail.
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is a hospital attached to the institution, which isin charge
of the hospital assistant, who is also th¢ superintendent of
the jail. The average annual income from the jail for the
past three years was Rs. 1043 and the expenditure for-the
same period was Rs. 2218 including the pay of the staff.

g6. This State maintains two dispensaries, one at Kanker
and the other at Sambalpur, the latter
being called the Edward Dispensary in
commemoration of the King Emperor’s Coronation.

97.. The vaccination staff maintained by the State at a
cost of Rs. 418 per annum consists
of one Inspector, three vaccinators and
. one peon. Vaccination is not now unpopular in this State.
98. In educational matters the State has of late years
made a considerable advance. At pre-
sent it keeps up 15 schools including an
English middle school, a vernacular middle school and a pri-
mary school for girls.” The rest are primary schools for boys.
Five such schools are also maintained by private subscription.
There are in all 1485 children on the rolls including 249 girls.
Much still remains to be done as only nine per cent, of the
children of school-going age have been touched. The diffi-
culty is that the agriculturists claim their children’s services
for field work at a very early age and are reluctant to allow
them to remain at school. :

99. The real income and expenditure of the State for

1908 was Rs. 2,19,500 and Rs.2,08,800
di:::: meand Expen-  rospectively. On the receipt side the
chief items are (1) land revenue
Rs. 64,200, (2) forests Rs. 1,035,300, (3) excise Rs. 36,400,
(4) stamps Rs. 3900, (5) law and justice Rs. 2300, (6)
ounds Rs. 1900, and (7) miscellaneous Rs. 3300; while
on the expenditure side they are (1) allowances and assign-
ments Rs. 50,800, (2) administration Rs. 16,900 (3) forests
Rs. 7100, (4) excise Rs. 9800, (5) jail Rs. }500,(6) police
Rs. 9200, (7) education Rs. 6900, (8) medichl Rs. 4100, (9)
settlement Rs. 9 _,oo (10) miscellaneous / s. 35,000, and
(1) public works Rs. 50,800.

Medical relief.

Vaccination.

Education.
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NANDGAON STATE.

100. The Nandgaon State lies between 20°-50' and 21°-22'N,
and 80°-26/ and 81°-13' E. with an area
and population of 871 square miles and
126,365 persons respectively.  The
main area of the State, comprised in the Nandgaon and Don-
gargaon parganas, is situated between Chanda and Drug
Districts to the south of Khairiagarh, but the three detached
blocks of Pandadah, Patta and Mohgaon lie to the north of
this, being separated from it by portions of the Khairagarh and
Chhuikhadan States and by Drug District. The capital is
situated at Raj-Nandgaon, a station on the Bengal-Nagpur
Railway. The Patta and Pandadah tracts contain high bills
and dense forests, and Dongargaon to the south of them is
composed mainly of broken ground with low peaks covered
with a growth of scrub jungle. Towards the east, however,
the parganas of Nandgaon and Mohgaon lie in an open black-
soil plain of great fertility. The name Nandgaon is said to
be derived from the words ‘Nand’ (the father of the god
Krishna) and ¢ gaon’ (a village). The Bairagifamily to which
the Chief belongs are followers of Krishna and probably gave
the name to the place when it came under their rule. Others
say that ¢ Nand’ means an ant-hill in the local dialect.

101, The Seonath and the Baghnadi are the principal
rivers of the State. The formeris a
tributary of the Mahinadi river and,
rising in the Ambagarh-Chauki zamindari, flows along the
southern and eastern boundaries of the State and then passes
into the Drug District.

The town of Raj-Nandgaon is supplied with water pumped
from this river. The Baghnadi, a tributary of the Wain-
ganga, rises in Chichgarh zamindari and forms the western
boundary of the State, separating it from the Bhandira
District. , :

102. According to Mr. Vredenburg the geologica(forma-
tions of the State are the -Archaean
and the Kadapah, occupymg respect-

ively the western and the eastern portions of, the territory,

<

Boundaries and phy-
sical features.

Rivers,

Geology.



86 CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY STATES.

The Archaean rocks belong principally to a highly metamor-
phosed sedimentary and volcanic series resembling the
Dharwir schists of Southern India, and known locally
as the Chilpi beds. Crystalline gneiss also occurs. The
Kadapah rocks rest unconformably on the Archaean, includ-
ing a lower sub-division of quartzites and an upper one ot
shales and lime-stones. It is the upper subdivision
which principally occurs within the State. Nandgaon lies
on the western border of the great Chhattisgarh basin,’
a description of which by Dr. W. King has been published
in the records of the Geological Survey of India {Volume
XVIII, Part 4).

103. In the cultivated fields one often meets with mund:

locally known as judaria (Sphaeranthus
indicus) much used as a medicinal herb.
' Dhandhani (Sesbania cculeata ) grows in low damp place.
Open black soil fields usually contain the common green
Indian spurge ((Euphorbia pilulifera ) known as dadhai, The
" parasitical agia (Striga lutia ), so injurious to kodon, juir
and surgarcane, has given rise to the adage Kodon men
agie aur gaon men Bamnd, *as agiais in the kodon so is
a Brahman in a village’. Among village weeds Argemone
mexicana ( Vilayati dhotra) is very common. Ocimum sanc-
tum ((tulsi) is found in gardens while in the sandy river beds
we meet with ZTamarix indica (jhan). The village tanks
abound with the sacred kamal (Nymphwa stellata) and
singhara (Trapa bispinosa). In the village jungles the
mahua (Bassia latifolia) is common everywhere. Other
trees often met with are ckar ((Buchanania latifolia), bel
(Egle Marmelos), aomla ( Phyllanthus Emblica), bhira
( Chloroxylon Swietenia ), khair ((Acacia Catechu ), kusum
(Schleickera trijuga ), dhaurd ((Anogeissus latifolia ), rokana
( Soymida febrifuga ), sija (Boswellia serrata), bahawa
( Casia fistula ), jongal (Cocklospermum Gossypium ), palis
( Butea frondosa ), ber (Zisyphus Jujuba), mango (Mangi-
fera, indica ), bar, pakar and pipal (Ficus indica, infectoria
and religiosa ) and nim ((Melia indica ). Along the banks of
the village streams are found Zerminalia Arjuna or kauhd.
In the State forests the commonest trees are dijz, karrd and
saj. Mohala:n (Bauhinia Vahlii) is the commonest jungle
climber.

Botany.
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104. Of wild animals wild boars and bears are com-
mon. Tigers, panthers and leopards are
occasionally seen but man-eaters are
seldom reported. Wolves, monkeys, wild dogs and hyanas
are generally met with. Black-buck, sambhar, ckifal and
chinkara are also found.

Of birds, partridges, sand-grouse and koels are common in
certain tracts while peacocks are met with in the hills.

During the last 14 years 16 tigers, 45 leopards, 1 panther,
14 bears, 17 wolves and g other animals were killed. The
number of cattle destroyed by these animals was 2221. The
mortality from snake-bite was 138. :

105. The average rainfall as registered in the head-quarters
town of the State for the past 15 years
was 4828 inches. - The year 1898
recorded the highest figure, z.e., 75°65 inches. The climate of
the State is on the whole healthy. The heat in the summer is
at times very great, but the winter is not very cold. Bowel
complaints and malaria are prevalent after the rains.

106. The present Nandgaon territory comprises four
parganas which were originally separate
zamindaris subordinate to the Bhonsla
Raja of Nagpur. One Prahlad Das, a Bairagi shawl merchant
of Sohapur in the Punjab, came and settled at Ratanpur under
the old Ratanpur R3j towards the end of the eighteenth century.
He became a wealthy man and on his death his whole property
devolved on his chela (disciple) Mahant Hari Das, as the
. Mahant in those days observed the rule of celibacy. The
Maratha Chief Bimbaji, who was in charge at Ratanpur and
was locally regarded as a Raja, had seven Rianis who made
Hari Das their spiritual guide and allowed him to realize Rs. 2
from every village throughout the Ratanpur territory. Hari
Das then started a moneylending business and advanced
loans to the zamindar of Pandadah on the security of his
zamindari. The debt was not paid and the property passed
into the hands of Hari Das, and was put in charge of Ram
Das, Hari Das’ chela.  After the death of Hari Das, Mahant
Ram Das acquired the Nandgaon zamindari in satisfaction of
a debt advanced to the Muhammadan zamindir thereof.
Mahant Ram Das died and was succeeded by Mahant Raghu-
" bar Das, and he in turn by Mahant Himanchal Das. The

Wild animals.

Rainfall.

History,
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liberality of the latter almost exhausted the State coffers and
caused default in payment of tribute to the Nagpur Raja.
Himanchal Das was therefore summoned before the Raja to
answer for the non-payment. His singing, however, so
pleased the Bhonsla king that he remitted the arrears and
granted him the Mohgaon pargana revenue-free in 1830,
which, however, he did not live to enjoy for long. After his
death Mahant Manjiram succeeded to the gaddi. The zamin-
dar of Dongargaon and his brother revolted against the
Nagpur Raja, but Manjiram put them down, For this military
service he received the Dongargaon pargana. Thus were
acquired the four parganas which now constitute the State.
Mahant Manjiram, though he adopted Ghasi Das as his ckela,
married subsequently a wife by whom he had a son Ghaniram
who succeeded his father after his death, and ruled for three
years only. This was the first instance of the succession
devolving on a son. Mahant Ghasi Das now ascended the
gaddi. He was recognised as a Feudatory Chief by the British
Government in 1863, received a sanad giving him the right of
adoption and subsequently executed an acknowledgment of
fealty. This Chief married and had a son, and in 1879 the
Government of India informed him that his son would be
allowed to succeed. Ghaisi Das was a shrewd and energetic
administrator. He did much to improve his capital by laying
out two fine gardens and constructing a handsome palace. He
also developed the resources of the State and encouraged
trade by establishing a good market at Raj-Nandgaon. At
the time of the Afghin war he provided, free of payment, sup-
plies to the value of Rs. 1,10,000. In 1883 he died and was
succeeded by his minor son Balram Dis. The administration
of the State was entrusted to the young Chief’s mother assisted
by a Diwan. In 1887 the Chief received the title of Raja as a
personal distinction. In 1891 Raja Balram Das was installed
on the understanding that he would conduct the administra-
tion with the advice of a Diwan appointed by Government.
He did much to encourage education by opening an English
middle school and providing scholarships ; contributed very
handsomely to provide water-works at Raipur, and Raj-
Nandgaon ; made a fine park (the Rani Bag); and started
the first, and so farthe only, spinning and weaving mill in

a ttisgarh. In recognition of his public spirit and liberality
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he was given the title of Raja Bahadur in 1893 as a personal
distinction. In 1897 he died, and was succeeded by his adopt-
ed son, Mahant Rajendra Dis, who is now receiving his
education at the Rajkumir College, Raipur. The State
is being managed by an Extra Assistant Commissioner as
Superintendent under the direct control of the Political Agent,
Chhattisgarh Feudatories.

107. The State is not rich in archaeological remains.
Here and there are to be found the
remains of ancient forts showing
the peculiar masonry work of olden times. In the Patta
pargana there is a cave in a precipice from which rises the
river Piparia of Khairagarh. In this cave there is a big stone
sword which is said to have been wielded by a local Gond Raja.
Some tombs of the Mahants of the ruling Chief’s family are
to be seen in the village Pandadah. They bear engravings of
the conch, wheel (c/akra) and tizma (bowl), the sun and the
moon, these being the tokens by which a Bairagi is known.
Some clubs and cudgels of a former Gond R4ja, Jitrai of Raj-
Nandgaon, are preserved in a corner behind the entrance gate
of the palace and are worshipped. A tomb preserved in the
palace compound contains the remains of a renowned
Muhammadan zamindar of the fermer Nandgaon zamindari.

108. The total population of the State according to the

) ] census of 1gor is 126,365 as against

ﬁf;p“lat‘o“' Statis- 183,866 persons of 189r. The enor-

mous decrease is due to the successive

famines of 1896 and 1goo and the cholera epidemics of 18go,
1897 and 19oo0. '

109. Feveris the chief cause of mortality. Bowel com-
plaints, skin diseases and ophthalmia
are common in the rainy season. There
being no asylum, lepers are made over to the Pentecost’
Mission authorities and a monthly contribution of Rs. 2 per -
head is made by the State towards their expenses. There
are at present 59 lepers in the care of the Mission. Of epide-
mic diseases cholera is of frequent occurrence and small-pox
occasionally puts in an appearance. - The headquarters town
Raj-Nandgaon has enjoyed immunity from cholera save in the
year 1900, a fact mainly due to the introduction of the
water-works, Owing to the proximity of the State to the

Archazology.

Diseases.



9o CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY STATES.

~ infected British territories, plague appeared in 1907, at first in
the town of Rij-Nandgaon, and gradually spread into some
of the neighbouring villages, It raged for three months
from January and carried away about three hundred souls.

110. The prevailing language of the State is the dialect
of Chhattisgarhi Hindi. Marathi is
spoken by about 5000 persons. The
Gonds speak their tribal language. The language of about 700
persons is Marwari and about the same number speak Urda.

111. More than two-thirds of the population depend upon
agriculture for a livelihood. The rest
depend on service, ordinary labour and
caste professions. The number of people engaged in trade is
not large. . ‘

112, The statistics of religion show that Hindus consti-
tute go per cent. of the population and
Animists 8 per cent. There are about
2000 Muhammadans, mostly living in Raj-Nandgaon itself.
Other religions prevailing in the State are Jainism, Christian-
ity, Zoroastrianism, Arya-Samaj and Sikh. The Christians
~ number 184, of whom a few are Europeans and Americans.
 The European class consist of the mill officers and the
Americans belong to the Mission. The local Mission, called
the Pentecost Bands of the World Mission, was established
at Raj-Nandgaon in the year 1888, It has its headquarters at
Indianapolis, Indiana U. S. A., and is controlled by a busi-
ness committee consisting of the Missionaries, the chairman
being appointed by the Church officials in America with the
title of Divisional Leader or Superintendent. In connection
‘with the Mission there are two orphanages, one for girls
located at Raj-Nandgaon, and the other for boys at Dondi
Lohira in the Drug District ; and an evangelistic station at
Khairagarh. The Raj-Niandgaon orphanage has a ‘school
teaching up to the sixth standard in Hindi. It supports a
number of native preachers and bible-women and the orphan-
age has a limited number of industries in order to teach the
children to be good useful citizens.

113. The tattooing of a girl in her father’s house is believed
to make her happy in her husband’s
house. Whenever a death occurs in a
family an attempt is made to ascertain the cause of death. A

Language.
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littie o1l is sprinkled by af elderly female of the family in a
river pool; and if the oil does not spread or if it changes its
colour, it is believed that the death is due to witchcraft. A girl
with a high forehead or curly hair or whose feet do not fall flat
on the ground is destined to become a widow ; similarly a girl
who puts her feet down firmly or who serves dishes very quickly
or who eats always with tears is considered to be likely to
prove quarrelsome. The years ending in a cypher are consider-
ed unlucky. If a person is so ill that his life is despaired of he
is dragged by the leg from the verandah to the kitchen house
and back in the belief that such treatment may save his life.

114. The principal castes of the State are the Telis (26

per cent.), Gonds (15 per cent.), Cha-
* mars (11 per cent.) and Rawats (10 per
cent.) and these constitute about two-thirds of the whole
population of the State. The Telis or oil-pressers have two
subdivisions—the Jherias and Halias—the distinction between
them being that the former have one bullock yoked to their
pressing-machine while the latter have two. Hence they
are sometimes called Ekbaili and Dobaili. The Suraits are a
class of Telis who have degraded themselves by their alliance
with other castes. Many of the Telis have forsaken their
caste profession and taken to cultivation. The peculiarity
about the Gonds of Nandgaon is that they employ cows and
she-buffaloes as their plough cattle. The Raj-Gonds cremate,
while others bury, their dead. The Lodhis are said to have
a legendary origin. T'hey assert that their first ancestor was
created by Mahadeo out of a scare-crow in a Kurmi woman’s
field. He became a farm-servant and married a Kurmi girl.
The Lodhis have as subdivisions Mahalodhis and Jangaras
among whom intermarriage or interdining is prohibited. The
Kurmis are cultivators par excellence. They are a timid class
about whom the saying goes that you can squeeze out any-
thing from a Kurmi by intimidation but your solicitations will
have no effect on him. - Mange Kurmi agvi de, lat mare perwi
de. The Kurmi women are very helpful to their husbands in
the field work ; hence polygamy is very common among them.
They marry their daughters at a very tender age, frequently
between four and five years. A rich Kurmi is said to be an-
xious for three things : to marry his daughters off when very
young; to build a good house, and to buy the best bullocks.

Caste.
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The Ahirs number about one-tenth of the population.
The most numerous subcaste is that of the Rawats who work
as domestic servants. The Thethwir subcaste ranks higher
than the Rawat and confines itself to tending cattle. Gonds
and Kawars are the chief aboriginal castes. They are
simple people and have not held their own_with the
Hindus. The Kalars arfe reported to be olvmg up their
hereditary avocation of liquor-distilling and are petty
grain-dealers and labourers. The Nai or barber caste is
fairly strongly represented. They have a reputatwn for
cunning, keen powers of observation and good memory and
have a large repertoire of stories. The Koshtas, Pankas and
Gandas are the castes which work at weaving. The Koshtas
are on a higher social plane than the.other two castes.
Curiously enough they send their daughters to school more
readily than their sons. The Giandas and Pankis are in
many cases village watchmen and some of the lower class
Gindas are musicians, The Pankas are genei'ally Kabirpan-
this and do not eat meat. The Kewats and Dhimars are
fishermen and boat-men, grow water-nuts and deal in fried
rice and parched gram. The Chamairs are fairly strongly
represented and number more than 11 per cent. of the popula-
tion. Their two main divisions are Satnamis and Khaltaha.
They are not good cultivators and have a poor reputation for
honesty but do not appear to be addicted to serious crimes.
The Mahars form about five per cent. of the population and
are divided into Baya and Katiya. The former rank with
Giandas and the latter with Khaltaha Chamaiars. Polygamy
~is common among them. Their chief occupation is shoe-

making. The Dhobis’are very poor and very conservative.

They obey implicitly the head of their caste in the State.
The "high-caste Hindus are the Brihmans (2 per cent.),
Rajputs (1 per cent.) and Banias (1 per cent). The Bairagis
* (1300) are fairly strongly represented and influential as the
Chief himself belongs to their caste. They formerly led a
life of celibacy but of late marriage has been permitted among
them. ‘ .

115. The villages generally stand on high land with
houses grouped together irregularly
, close to a nullah or a river. In olden
times, when there was danger from robbers and free-booters,

Sociallife and customs.
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the village had to be walled in ; but this practice is no longer
necessary. A residence generally consists of from two to
four detached huts with mud walls and thatched roofs,
though substantial buildings with tiled roofs may be seen
here and there. These belong generally to the headman of
the village or well-to-do tenants. A tenant’s residence will
cost from Rs. 30 to Rs. 40, while the lessee of a village will
spend Rs. 200 to 300 in housing himself. By way of furni-

ture an ordinary cultivator has one or two wooden seats,”

some string-cots, two or three metal cooking pots and some
earthenware vessels. The lessee of a village may have one
or two newdr beds and will be better supplied with metal
cooking vessels. Coarse rice, kodon or kutki made into a
gruel forms the staple diet, tamarind fruit, vegetables,
pulse, chillies, onions, salt, oil, being often added. On

festive cccasions cakes of wheat or rice flour with oil or g#i.

are indulged in. The males either chew or smoke tobacco,
but the females do not touchit. Even a well-to-do man
contents himself with coarse rice, reserving the better kinds
for the market. The gaontia’s house may be known by the
lakhat (a large square wooden bed) placed in front to seat
visitors. In each village there are a number of wells, but
the people prefer tank or river water for drinking purposes
when available. Every village contains a raised platform
with a shed erected over it in which the village god is located.
There are a number of godlings such as Mata, Thakurdeo,
Burhadeo, Dulhadeo, Sarhad-deo, etc., that are worshipped
by the village folk. The executive headman of a village is
the gaontia or lessee of the village, who is assisted by the
kotwiar, mukaddam and patwari in carrying out the orders
of the State. The village school master is usually looked
up to as the repository of all learning. The people are hard-
working, gaonfias and tenants often toiling by the side
of their servants. At weeding time and at harvest,. and
sometimes at sowing time, the services of the women
are also requisitioned. Food (rice) is cooked at night and
the water in which it is cooked (basz) (which ferments
to some extent) is drunk in the morning before going to
the fields. Work begins at about 7 a.m, and continues
till nearly midday, when a short rest and some food are
taken. It continues till 3 p.m. when another rest and
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some more food are taken. Then work is resumed till 6
p- m. Some castes cannot have cooked food sent out to
the fields and are obliged to return home for their meals.
The people appear to have few amusements. A gossip and
smoke at the village rest-house with a little music is the
ordinary relaxation after the day’s work is over. But in the
cold weather they have little leisure even for this as they have
to spend the nights watching their fields. Villagers appear
"to be very amenable to the orders of their headmen and work
for them without payment to a considerable extent as a
matter of course. 7

Marriages in general take place at a very early age. Occa-
sionally betrothal is made when the parties are unborn.
Widow-marriage is prohibited among high-caste Hindus.
Among others it is celebrated under the well-known chiir:
system. Mixed alliances are not uncommon. The half
caste Gonds are called Daus, while among other castes such
people are styled Vidurs.

116. The most important families in the State are those
of Rikhidas Dau and Shiam Charan
1)as Dau who were both cZelas of the
former Chief, Mahant Ghasi Das. The former is a man of
influence and is always ready to give his time and money to
further any good work. :

117. The soil of the State has been divided into fom‘ main
classes, (1) kanhar, (2) matasi, (3)
dorsd and (4) bhata. Kanharis a deep
soil of bluish black colour usually found
in low ground. Itis very soft and sticky when wet, extremely
retentive of moisture, and well suited for spring crops. .In
the Mohgaon pargana it is subdivided into two classes, the
first class being free from pebbles and limestone grit. Matasi
is a yellow sandy soil mixed with clay. It covers aboul one-
. fifth of the total cropped area. Dorsd is a mixture of kankar
and matasi. 1t grows any crops. Bhata is generally found
on high lands, contains a large admixture of sand and dries
quickly. It grows kodon, kutki and siyari.

Land is divided according to its position into seven classes;
(1) Pallo is land irrigated from a well, tank or river. (2)
Gaurasa is rice-producing land, manured by the drainage
from the village site. (3) Gabharislow-lying land. (4) Dadhka

Leading families.

Agriculture, Soils.
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is sloping rice land, the land higher up the slope being called
pakhari. (35) High land is called fangar. (6) Gohari is open
level land growing wheat, kodon, arkar and tilli in rotation.
(7) High uneven land is called #%»a.

118. The total village area, excluding forests, is about
470,000 acres or 735 square miles : the
occupied area covers nearly 381,000
acres, of which 66,000 acres are fallows, old and new. In
1894 the cropped area was just over 400,000 acres—the
highest figure ever recorded—but owing to bad years it
fell gradually to 260,000 acres in 1g9oo-o1. Since then there
has been gradual recovery and, in spite of a slight set-back
in 1902-03, it now stands at 370,000 acres. A second
crop is often put down in rice fields before the rice is har-
vested. Linseed, the smaller kind of tiura, and pulses are
the favourite crops for this purpose. The acreage of (illi,
wheat, gram, kodon and kutki has expanded. In 1906-07
the area under double crops was 74,000 acres, but in a bad
year, such as 1899-19oo, less than 1000 acres are so treated.
Autumn crops cover about two-thirds, and spring crops
about one-third, of the cropped area. Rice (110,000 acres) is .
the most important crop. It is of two kinds, Aareuna and
mai. Harauna comprises the light and early-ripening varie-
ties and maf the varieties which require more water and
ripen late. There are five varieties of Zarauna and seventeen
varieties of mai rice recognised locally. After rice in order
of importance come kodon and kutki (103,000 acres), wheat
(47,000 acres) and linseed (37,000 acres). Of late an attempt
has been made to cultivate cotton and juari but without
much success.

Statistics of cultivation.

119. The broadcast system of cultivation is generally

. adopted for rice in this State. The

val:ilsgt.w" of culti- cattle are not powerful enough to do

the work required before transplanta-

tion can be carried out. After the rice has come up, the

field is ploughed again to thin out the surplus seedlings.

This process is called dzisi. The rice fields are divided into

small plots with low banks, and before sowing a harrow

(kopar) is dragged over the muddy field to level it. The

advantages of manure are well understood, but the methods
of storing it are often wasteful.
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120. The irrigation of the State is from tanks and wells.

Lecigats Of the former there are altogether 5r2.

rrigation. . . .

Well irrigation is reserved for vegetable
gardens.

121. The local cattle are small and weak. The Bhandira
and Rewah cattle,being big and strong,
command in this State a very high

price. A pair of local bullocks costs from Rs. 50 to Rs. 73,

while the imported animals fetch twice as much. Buffaloes

are usually imported from Rewah State and the Saugosr,

Balaghat and Bhandara Districts and are used for ploughing

in heavy soils and for cart work. The plough-cattle are stall-

fed for about two months before the ploughing season and
" also while they are in hard work.

122. The diseases affecting the cattle are mata (rinderpest),
khura (toot-and-mouth disease), chha:
(anthrax), gkalghat or baghara (hemor-
rhagic septicemia) and eklangiz or phari (black-quarter).
Rinderpest is generally prevalent in the hot weather. Khura
or foot-and-mouth disease is common but not very fatal. The
last three diseases appear in the rainy season. For foot-and-
mouth disease g4z or butter and alum are applied to the
tongue and dikamali boiled in linseed or tilli oil, or a mixture
of powdered tobacco and lime are applied to the feet, and the
animal is made to stand in the mud.

123. Loans are advanced by the State for land-improve-
ment and purchase of seed-grain and
bullocks. Irrigation has not advanced
to a very great extent, but endeavours are being made to
extend it. For the purchase of seed-grain and bullocks
about Rs. 11,000 are giyen out annually. Such loans carry 6}
per cent. interest. From private firms substantial lessees of
villages can borrow at from six to twelve per cent. Tenants
have to pay 18 to 24 per cent. for cash-loans, from 50 to 100
per cent. for seed for autumn crops, and 23 per cent. for seed
for spring crops.

124. Nandgaon is one of the States first penetrated by the
railway. Its capital was the terminus
of the old narrow-gauge line from
Nagpur in 1880 ; and when that was reconstructed as a broad-
gauge line by the Bengal-Néagpur Railway, it was carried

Cattle.

Cattle diseases.
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right through the State, connection with Calcutta being com-
pleted in 1891. In that year the prices of the chief crops
were as follows : —rice 41 lbs., wheat 42 lbs., avZar 67 lbs.,
gram 30 lbs. per rupee. Since then the price of rice has
nearly doubled. In 1goy it sold at 22 lbs. The best un-
refined sugar sells at 8 Ibs. per rupse. Foreign sugar has
given way to the Indian article to some extent in consequence
of the Swadeshi movement. The Indian article sells at
R. 0-3-6 a seer retail as against R, o-g-o for the foreign
article. Gkl costs about one rupee a seer in the villages and
a little more in the capital. Milk, which used to sell at
16 or 20 seers a rupee a few years ago, now sells at g to 10
seers. Kerosine oil has replaced vegetable oil as an illu-
minant.

125. Owing to the increased demand for labeur in the
Bengal-Nagpur cotton mills and a
new trade in country cigarettes, there
kas been a marked increase in wages. A male labourer gets
trom two annas to three annas a day and a woman receives
an anna or half an anna less. Labour in the remote villages
and in the hilly tracts is still cheap. Farm-servants, or
saunjas as they are locally called, are engaged for the year
and are usually paid in kind at one Zatka of paddy a day. They
also receive a pair of shoes and a blanket and a cash advance
of Rs. 2, which has to be refunded on leaving the employer’s
service. In and about the headquarters town they are paid
in cash at from Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 per month. Occasionally
grain is advanced to such farm-servants to be repaid with
23 per cent. interest. The village servants are the grazier,
blacksmith, bgrber, washerman, priest, Mahar (leather-
worker) and kotwiar (watchman). A gtazier is paid from 7
to 10 Zhandis of paddy besides getting the milk of the milch
cattle in his charge every fourth day. The blacksmith gets
one £hand: of paddy per plough besides one bundle of wheat.
There are no carpenters as a separate class and the black-
smiths have to do their work for which they receive extra
wages. The barber receives 10 Auros of paddy from every
adult in the village besides presents on ceremonial
occasions. A female barber gets a rupee or two annually.
The purohit (priest) has to be satisfied with whatever is given
him on ceremonial occasions. The washerman is paid from

7

Wages,
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four to eight annas for washing the clothes of a family after
a birth or death in the house, and a small amount of grain
monthly for washing the clothes of the better class of culti-
vators two or three times a month. The Mahar or Chamir
n some villages receives the skin of the dead cattle of the
village. The kotwiar or village watchman is appointed by
the State and is entitled to 10 Zathas of kharif grain or five
kdthas of rabi grain from each ryot and the same quantity
from the gaontia and his co-sharers. In some cases he holds
lands rent-free from the gaontia. In addition he receives a
chauthia of kharif grain or half a chauthia of rabi grain for
every rupee’s worth of grain sold in the village.

126. ,Theintroduction of the cotton mills at Raj- Nandoaon

Manufactures. has put a stop to cotton spinning by
hand entirely. Previous to 1880 fine
sarzs valued at from Rs. 40 t9 50 used to be manufactured
by the Koshtis of Koniri and Mohad, but they have now
taken to other professions. In the villages coarse cloths are
still woven from mill-made yarn. In some villages blankets
are made by the shepherds. Newar and cotton carpets and
cloths are manufactured in the local jail. There are some
goldsmiths and silversmiths in, the State, but they make no
ornaments of artistic merit. Bell-metal utensils are made toa
small extent. Native cigarettes are manufactured herein
" considerable quantities The covering is fendi-leaf and the
tobacco is imported from Madras and Bengal. The workers
are paid 2} annas per thousand. They trim the leaves to the
right shape at home and fill them at the factory. A quick
worker can make six .cigaretles a minute. The cost of
labour and materials is about five annas a thousand, and the ‘
sale price ten annas a thousand.

127. The Bengal-Nagpur Cotton Mills were started during
the administration of the late Raja Bal-
ram Das under the name of the Central
Provinces Cotton Mills. A large portion of the capital was
contributed by the Chief himself. After three years the mills
were sold to the present Company which has a capital of
sixteen lakhs including the original four lakhs debenture loan.
The factory contains 478 looms and 28,224 spindles. The
average daily number of operatives engaged is 1833 of whom
958 are men, 487 women and 388 juveniles. The chief articles

Cotton mills.
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manufactured are chaddars, dhotis, drills, table-cloths,
blankets and susis, etc, There is also a ginning factory,
originally started by a Bohra of Burhanpur but subsequently
-sold to the Bengal-Nagpur Cotton Mills Company.

128. There are altogether 60 markets held weekly in the
State. The Raj-Nandgaon market is
held every Sunday and Wednesday-.
The Kokpur market is a cattle mart and the rest are all grain
markets. Two fairs are held in the State, the Pandadah fair
in Asarh (May-June) and the Mohara fair in Kartik (September-
October).

129. There was very little trade in old days in the State
owing to the absence of any facilities
for transport. The introduction of the
railway through the State and the construction of roads has
brought about a considerable development in this respect.
The chief exports are rice, wheat, oilseeds, yarns, cloths,
myrabolams and horns, The grain exported is valued at
about seventeen lakhs,but much of this comes from outside the
State. Salt, metals, kerosine oil, sugar and tobacco are
imported. The total value of the imports is about 10 lakhs
a year. .

130. The Bengal-Nagpur Railway has two stations within
the limits of the State, one at Raj-
Nandgaon and the other at Muripar.
The prmc1pa1 road is the Great Eastern Road, a second-class
road which passes through the State from Anjora on the
borders of the Drug District for 52 miles. Second-class
roads also run from Rij-Nandgaon towards Bastar State,
Ambagarh-Chauki and Khairagarh. Altogether there are 144
miles of this class of road, and the facilities for traffic by
country carts are ample,

131.  The forests consist of eight blocks and cover an area
of 140 square miles or one-sixth of the
area of the State. The Kasamsur block
is the largest with an area of 8o square miles. Valuable
timber is scarce, the forests being mainly composed of inferior
species. Sd;jis the commonest tree found in the forests.
Harra (Terminalia Chebula) grows in abundance and there
are large areas of bamboo forest in the Patta tract. Asso-
ciated with these are senkd, bhird, aonld and dhaura. Teak

-
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and &ija are found in small numbers. Within the last decade
the revenue from the forests has risen from Rs. 12,000 to
Rs. 31,000, nearly half of which is derived from timber. The .
annual receipts from grazing vary from Rs. 3000 to Rs. 5000.

The expenditure incurred by the State on the forests is very

small. In 1907, only Rs. 4300 was spent. The forest staff

consists of one daroga, one dafedir, eleven muharrirs and 21

guards. Commutation fees are charged at a rate varying

from two pice to six annas. The cultivation of lac has been

taken in hand, but the income from this is not yet of

importance.

132. The Great Eastern Road has a fine avenue of old

) ) standing. The other roads are modern
tui‘ja‘d“de arboricul- 554 the work of planting them was
begun in 1901. A central nursery is
maintained at the headquarters town for the supply of
saplings, and these are planted out at intervals of 20 feet.
The cost of planting a tree and maintaining it for three years
is about Rs. 4 or 5. The trees generally planted are nim,
karang, siris, babii/, mango and pipal.

133. No thorough investigation has been made into the
mineral resources of the State. At
Bhanpuri and Rampur are to be found
stone quarries. About twenty years ago iron used to be
manufactured locally by native methods, but this industry had
to be given up owing to the expense. Prospecting licenses
are being taken out for the exploitation of the iron and man-
ganese ores which may be found at Nadai, Ghumka, Patwa,
Chhuria and several other villages. "

134. The major portion of the population of the State are
' agriculturists who depend mostly on
the rainfall for the success of their crops.
A failure of the monsoon is therefore very liable to cause
distress which may deepen into famine, The earliest famine
on record was that of 1828 due to the failure of the spring
crops. Within the next 20 years there were two more
famines,one occurring in 18335 and the other in 1845, But none
of these were so severe as that which occurred in.1868. The
rains failed in September and October and many people left
the State. A period of nearly .30 years elapsed before the
famine of 1896-97 declared itself, The rains were ample till

Minerals.
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the end of August and then ceased until the last week in
Novembes, when a few showers fell. Rice did fairly well
where irrigation was available, but elsewhere gave practically
no return. Kodon and kutki gave half the average outturn.
This necessitated the opening of relief works by the State
or the construction of tanks and roads. A poor-house had
also to be started. i ,
Again in 1899-1900 the failure of the monsoon, which gave
only 23 inches of rain, caused a famine. The State had not
recovered from the effects of 1896-97 and early arrange-
ments were made to cope with the inevitable distress. Rice
gave a very poor yield even where irrigation was available.
Kodon did a little better. Til and arkar alone did well, the
former yielding a bumper crop which fetched a high price.
Distress first appeared in the south, but soon the whole State
was involved. Imports of rice from Bengal kept prices lower
than they had been in 1896-g7. The total cost of relief to the
State was one and three-quarter lakhs. In 1goz the agricul-
tural situation was again unfavourable. The total rainfall
for the period from June to August was only 2o’ inches, very
little better than the rainfall in the corresponding period of
1899. The situation was only partially saved by the rainfall
in September. In the eastern portion of the State rice was
a complete failure and the outturn of the whole State was
only four annas, the area affected being about 300 square
miles. The other Aharif crops fared a little better, but the
failure of the rice caused distress which necessitated the in-
troduction of relief measures. The distress was however less
severe than in the year 18gg. Irrigation tank works were
opened as relief works. Village relief was given on a limited
scale and a poor-house was opened at Raj-Nandgaon. A sum
of Rs. 14,000 was suspended on account of the year’s land
revenue and in addition large remissions of arrears amouanting
to two lakhs on account of previous years were made.
Fortunately the rice crop of 1go3 was excellent. Since then
the State has luckily fared comparatively well.
135. On the subject of land settlement Mr. Chapman in
a note states :—‘The ancient system
yiand revenue ad- ¢ o Jand settlement in Nandgaon is
¢ practically the same as in Khaira-
¢ garh. The State was divided into four parganas. In
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¢ each pargana the Réja was represented by an hereditary
¢ official named pargania. The pargania was always
‘one of the most substantial gaontias in the pargana
“and in all matters acted as the Raja’s intermediary
with the gaontias of his pargana. He enjoyed hisvillage
¢ on liberal terms. The settlement of the four parganas was
¢ carried out in rotation. The period of settlement used to be
¢ for three years. The process by which rents were revised
¢ was called ckaukasi. Revision was carried out some months
¢ previously to the commencement of the settlement in the
¢ following way. The Raja was represented by a panch
¢ consisting of the pargania, one or two State officials and the
¢ same number of respected malguzars of the pargana. The
¢ gaontia whose assessment was to be revised was represented
¢ by five neighbouring malguzirs, nominated by him. A list
¢ was prepared of the rents actually paid by the ryots. This
¢ together with a »yofi nikasz at the last settlement was put
¢ before the panch. A sort of bidding then took place between
"¢ the two panches and a final decision was then arrived at
¢ enhancing or reducing the gaontias’ jama as the case might
“be. When the revision was completed for all the villages of
¢ the pargana, the pargania appeared with all the gaontias
¢ of his pargana before the Raja. The gaontius then formally
“accepted the settlement. The pargania was then first
¢ presented by the Raja with a cloth and a paz-leaf and cloths
¢ of lesser value and pan leaves were given to the guontas.
¢ Pattas and kabiliats were given and taken. The ceremony
¢ was called pdn tika and the actual acceptance of the settle-
¢ ment was called lekarao.

¢

¢ The gaontia enjoyed his sir land free of revenue. Healso
¢ held ‘a ndgar of land called si7kd@ from which to provide
¢ rasad for the Raja or officials visiting his village.

¢ Both the Raja and Rani used to receive what was known
¢ as the sawar? tika for each village they visited on tour.

¢ At the birth of an heir to the Raja a tax called %/ tika
¢ was levied from all villages. Supplies were also levied on
¢ such cccasions as marriages and deaths. This was known
¢ as sarbarai.

¢ The kathend never seems to have existed in the Siate
¢ Supplies for the palace weree realised through the Akaridy
« bhandar cess as in Khairagarh. Under this custom the
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¢ Raja was entitled to realize grains of all kinds, oil, g#i,
¢ cowdung and grass for cattle at a price considerably below
the market value for each village to the extent of Rs. 4 per
Rs. 100 of the jama, and this was known as bisala. The
gaonlia seems to have levied the Zharidi bhandir at a rate
still higher than that [ixed by the panc/ and to have retained
the profit for himself as remuneration for the trouble of the
collection. The Dasahra tax consisted of a goat and a cloth
called 4%id: from each village ; where there are Gadarias
in the village, a woollen saddle cloth called ZaA»x was also
given; and where there are Chamairs a %br@ or horse’s
leather nose-bag. Where there was a Lohar, iron bits
were also sometimes given. The budhkar or patwari was
remunerated by small cash payments and payments in kind
Jevied from the tenants and also by concessions in the price
at which he was entitled to purchase grain * * * *, As
regards forest produce, as in Khairagarh, a fee varying in
amount, but generally about half an anna, was levied per
rupee of rent and entitled the payer to all ordinary #niséar.

¢ One of the most curious features in the old methods of
settlement of the State is the manner in which State aid was
at one time given to the various matks or congregations
of Bairagis which flourish in Nandgaon. The Rija is a
Bairagi by caste. There are several sects among the Bai-
ragis and enquiry shows that these matks, as also those
of Chhuikhadan, form part of an organization which is
spread all over India. The spiritual head of each ma#% is
called Mahant. The internal affairs of the ma#% are managed
by the Mahant, but he is under the control of a panck
composed of leading Bairagis belonging to the various
maths in the town. The Raja has a voice in all the
deliberations of his panchk, but its orders are subject to the
approval of a central authority at Ajodhya, Mathura or
Benares. No Bairagi is allowed to become a Mahant
until he has served a novitiate for 12 years as a Bairagi.
Mahants and their following of Bairagis reside during the
rains in their mazis and during the other eight months of
the year wander begging over the country. A Mahant is
entitled to carry a nishan. Itis a gold-embroidered banner
¢ bearing the devices differing with the sect of the Mahant.
¢ It is carried in a box called pcith and only displayed on very
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* special occasions. There is a regular dep6t for these nishans
‘ at Sarat and there is no doubt that their issue is subject to
¢ strict supervision. The possession of a nishdn entitles the
¢ bearer to donations in cash wherever hg goes. A Bairagi
¢ without a miskan cannot claim more than his food. The
¢ exactions of the Nandgaon Mahants and their followers
¢ were a great tax upon the people and about 15 years ago
¢ Mahant Ghasi Das,the then Raja, ordered that as a measure
¢ of relief each village should pay its quotaof expenses towards
¢ the support of these maths direct into the treasury. This
¢ arrangement continued for some years, butin 1889 when
¢ proposals for a summary settlement of the State (which was
¢ then under Government management)were being considered,
¢ it was found that the people had been in no way relieved
 from the exactions of the Bairagis, and collections by the
¢ State of contributions to the matks were discontinued. The
¢ State has always supported these maths by contributions
¢ from the treasury.
¢ There is a curious custom regulating the amount of sir
¢ land which the gaonfZia might hold in a village. It was
¢ recognised that, unless a check is imposed upon him, there is
¢ always a tendency for the guontia to acquire the best lands
¢ and a disproportionate share in the lands of the village. To
* ¢ remedy this, the proportion of si» land which a gaontia might
¢ hold was fixed by the State for every village. The amount
¢ was generally a fifth or a sixth according to the size of the
¢ village. This proportion of land was carefully measured out.
¢ The ryot or the gaontia had the right to apply to the State
¢ for a redistribution of the si» land if either thought that his
¢ rights had been infringed by the other, This was called
¢ lakhabata. Tenants’ lands were generally redistributed at
¢ the same time. The system of lakkabita originally existed
¢ in many of the States, but it has now generally died out.
¢ As has been shown it was an essential feature of all early
¢ forms of settlement that each tenant should have a fair
¢ proportion of each kind of soil and the system of periodical
¢ redistribution of lands was doubtless resorted to in order to
¢ ensure this.’
A regular settlement based on a cadastral survey was com-
pleted in 1894 and was in force for a period of seven years.
The result of the settlement was that the revenue demand of
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the State increased by 37 per cent. The tenants’ rights were
considered and they were allowed to retain a fair share of the
produce. The gaontias too were granted 23 per cent. instead
of 20 per cent. of the village assets. In cases of improve-
ments made by the gwontius a further increase was allowed.
This settlement expired in 1901 ; but owing to the famine
of 1goa the revision of the settlement was delayed. The
settlement made by Raja Balram Das in 1894 was somewhat
heavy, and there was an agitation against it by gaeontias and
tenants. There was no doubt that in part the agitation was
artificial and was fomented by the agitators in the hope that
they might squeeze malguzari rights out of the State. Had
good years supervened the settlement would probably have
worked, but it was followed by bad harvests and famine,
which necessitated a reduction of rents and revenue. The
revised assessment was introduced with effect from 1st January
1003 for 4 years, the revenue being lowered by 19 per cent.
or from Rs. 2,20,000 to Rs. 1,82,000 in round numbers.
The term of the revised settlement expired on 31st December
1906. Owing to the outbreak of plague at Raj-Niandgaon
and the partial failure of crops in 1907-08 the fresh settlement
has not been completed as yet. ' :

136. Forty-one villages are held revenue-free—twenty-one

by the widow of the late Mahant Raja

Revenue-free  pahadurBalramDas, ten as a temple grant
grants, ’ >

: managed by the same lady; four by
relatives of the Raj family ; four as charitable grants; and
two as reward for past services. Plots measuring in all
about 360 acres are also held revenue-free. The assigned
revenue is nearly Rs. 30,000.

137. The State has hitherto been paying Rs. 70,000 per
annum as tribute. This amount was
fixed in 1888 for a period of twenty years,
but the period has been extended to ist April 1909, from -
which date the tribute has been fixed at Rs. 80,000 per annum
for the period of thirty years.

138. The State is at present administered by a Superin-

tendent, who is an Extra Assistant Com-

General Admini-  mjggioner in the Provincial Service, under
stration. Admini- . I,
strative controle the direct control of the Political Agent,

Chhattisgarh Feudatories, Raipur, who is

Tribute.
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subordinate to the Commissioner, Chhattisgarh Division. An
Assistant Superintendent, a Tahsildar and a Naib-Tahsildar
work under the Superintendent. The latter officer is the
Sessions and Divisional Judge. The Assistant Superintendent
exercises first-class criminal powers and in civil cases has
jurisdiction from over Rs. 500 to Rs. soo0. The Tahsildar
has second-class criminal powers and civil jurisdiction up to
Rs. 500. His deputy is a court of small causes with
jurisdiction up to Rs. go.

In 1865 the Chief received a saned conveying to him the
assurance that, on failure of natural heirs, the British Govern-
ment would recognize and confirm any adoption of a successor
made by bimself, or by any future Chief of the State, that
might be in accordance with Hindu law and the customs of
his race.” Subsequently the Chief executed an acknowledg-
ment of fealty by which he undertook to respect and maintain
all rights within his territories, to attend to the prosperity of
his ryots, to the strict administration of justice, and to the
effectual suppression of crime ; to refer to such British officer
as the Chief Commissioner might appoint any sentencz of
death or of imprisonment for more than seven years before
he punished the offender ; to allow British officers to pursue
in his territory any persons who have committed offences in
British territory, or criminals from British territory, and to
render every assistance in capturing and delivering up such
fugitives ; to represent to a British officer the case of any per-

* son who has committed an offence in his territory and fled to
British or other territory in order that the offender may be
given up; to pay an annual tribute punctually and give
assistance towards settling the amount payable when the
tribute is from time to time revised ; to levy no transit dues
within his jurisdiction ; to give his subjects no cause of com-
plaint against injustice and to dispose equitably of any
complaints against his subjects which may be referred to him_
by British officers ; to obey such instructions and accept such
advice as the Chief Commissioner or his officer shall give him;
to conform and cause his subjects to conform to such forest
regulations as the Chief Commissioner may be pleased to
prescribe. The Chief also admits thatif at any time, through
the misconduct of himself or his successor, the State should -
fall into great disorder, or great oppression shculd be
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practised, the Chief who is responsible shall be liable to for-
feiture of his governing powers. He also undertook to députe
a Vakil to be in attendance at the Court of the Deputy
- Commissioner, Sambalpur, or at any other court where the
Chief Commissioner from time to time might direct.

The hereditary title of the Feudatory Chief is ¢ Mahant.’

139. The Land Record staff consists of a Superintendent,
five Revenue Inspectors and 735 patwiris,
Each patwari has on ari average seven
villages in his charge, and over every 14 to 16 patwaris there
is a Revenue Inspector. The patwiris are generally either
Kayasths, Brahmans or Muhammadans ; low-caste patwaris
are rare. The patwiri cess is levied at the rate of one
anna per rupee of the rental, and has to be paid even by
muaﬁdurs

140. Here as in other Feudatory States the number of the
suits of a civil nature exceeds that of all
other cases. Theyare usually simple dis-
putes regarding loans of grain and cash.
Land tenures are not complicated. Villages and holdings
cannot be transferred by sale or mortgage. The crime is
also generally of a petty nature. Thefts, house-breaking
and cattle-lifting claim the largest figures under this head.
Serious crimes are of rare occurrence. The Chamairs are
noted for their criminal propensities and the Mohgaon
pargana, where the caste is the strongest, demands the
strictest supervision.

A list of the British laws which have been adopted as far
as may be in this State is given below :— ®

1. The Indian Penal Code.
2. The Criminal Procedure Code.

Land Record Staff.

Litigation and
Crime.

3. The Civil Procedure Code.
4. The Evidence Act.

5. The Police Act.

6. The Excise Act.

7. The Forest Act.

8. The Stamp Act.

9. The Cattle Trespass Act.
10. The Extradition Act.

11. The Gambling Act.

1
12. The Legal Practitioners Act, . .
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13. The Registration Act.
14. The Arms Act.
15. The Oaths Act,.
16.  The Limitation Act,
17. The Whipping Act.
18. The Treasure Trove Act.
19: The Municipal Act.
20. The Opium Act.
21. The Contract Act.
22. The Specific Relief Act.
23. The Court Fees Act.
24. The Transfer of Property Act.
25. The Income Tax Act.
'26. The Negotiable Instruments Act.
27. The Land Improvement and Loans Act.
28. The Land Acquisition Act.
29. The Easement Act.
. 30. The Indian Companies Act.

141. Sanitation in the villages is looked after by the
headman and the police. The town

Sanitation. er e - e e 1s
sanitation 1s under the municipality.

‘142. The police force consists of one Inspector, four Sub-
Inspectors, 17- head constables and o4
constables. There is also a reserve force
at headquarters cdnsisting of one jamadar, two havildars, two
snaiks gnd 41 privates besides six mounted police. The
cost <§ maintenance of the whole force was Rs.. 18,000
in 1907. *

143.- The outstill system of excise is followed. There are
53 liquor shops. Foreign liquor is
practically only taken by the European
and Parsi residents. The revenue derived from liquor was
Rs. 14,000 in 1907. No cultivation of gdnja and opium is
permitted. These drugs are purchased from the British
Government and retailed in the State. The income derived
in .1go7 under all heads was - exceptionally keen, and
was nearly Rs. 43,000, of which Rs. 14,000 was from
license fees from the vend of liquor and nearly Rs. 23,000
from license fees for vend of opium, and sale proceeds of
opium. {SOT .o

Police.

Excise. .
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144." Theregistration of documents was introduced in 1883.
Its advantage is being more and more

understood. The average receipts under
this head for the period from 1gor-1goy7 were Rs. 145. The

" Superintendent of the State is the ex-officio Registrar and
the Assistant Superintendent is the sub-registrar.

145. ‘The State has of late made a considerable advance in
the matter of education. Within the last
decade the number of scholars has more
than doubled and now stands at nearly 3600, representing
about 19 per cent. of the population of school-going age. The
English middle school at Rij-Nandgaon is being raised to
the status of a High School. There is also a vernacular
middle school with a training class for teachers attached to
it. The primary schools are 3z in number including one
girls’ school and a Mission school for boys. Over and above
these there are 34 feeder classes maintained by subscriptions.
Two primary schools have beenrecently started under private
enterprise, but have not yet received State recognition. This
Department is managed by a Deputy Inspector of Schools
under the supervision of the Agency Inspector of Schools
controlled by the Political Agent, Raipur.

‘146, The State has one dispensary in charge of an -
Assistant Civil Surgeon. The daily
average number of persons receiving
medical aid during the period of nine years ending 1901 was
43- There is accommodation for in-door patients also., . The
surgical operations taken in hand at the dispensary in 1906
were z31. Nearly the whole expenses are borne by the State,
the amount of public subscriptions being smali. A Female
Hospital is under construction, the Dowager Rani of the
State having generously contributed Rs. 50,000 for its con-
struction. A veterinary dispensary was opened last year and
placed in charge of a qualified veterinary assistant. He is
also required to tour in the State. The total number of
animals treated is 500 and inoculation for rinderpest has been
introduced. .

147. Vaccination is compulsory within the limits of the
capital and voluntary outside those limits.
‘ The people do not oppose it. The staff
consists of one Superintendent and four vaccinators who do

Registration.

Education.

Medical relief.

Vaccination.
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the vaccination in the interior in the open season. In the
town the compounder attached to the main dispensary does
this work.

148. The jail has accommodation for 87 prisoners. The
daily average number of prisoners during
' the last five years was 47. Oil-pressing,
aloe-poundmv and the manufacture of newir and cloth are
the recognized industries of the jail.

149. The municipality of Ra)-Nandgaon was constituted
in 1889 and has a population of about
11,000 souls. Water-works have been
constructed at a cost of Rs. 1,235,000 which supply the town
with filtered water, and a drainage scheme is under con-
sideration. The principal sources of income of the munici-
pality are the octroi duty, ganj tax, conservancy and water
cesses. The annual receipts are now about Rs. 45,000 and
the annual expenditure about Rs. 32,000.

150. This Department is under the supervision of the
' Executive Engineer, Chhattisgarh States
Division, Raipur. The total expenditure
under this head for the period from 1894 to 1907 is
Rs.§,62,000. About 160 miles of road have been built and the
State has been provided with good public buildings including
a court house,hospital, station-house, police lines and pounds.
The jail has also been enlarged and improved and two irri-
gation tanks constructed.

-151. The real income and expendxture of the State for
the year 19o8 were Rs. 3,52,500 -and
P::gi‘t’;’;:_a“d Ex-  Rs. 2,45,500 respectively. The chief
items on the receipt side were land revenue
Rs. 2 ..,06 5300, forests Rs. 29,000, excise Rs. 47,300, taxes
Rs. 29,900, stamps Rs. 10,700, law and justice (Courts of
law) Rs. 1800, jail Rs. 4000, pounds Rs. 5200, loans and
interest Rs. 6600, and miscellaneous Rs. 11,000, while on
the experiditure side the important heads were Government
tribute Rs. 70,000, allowances and assignments Rs. 12,400,
administration Rs, 22,700, forests Rs. 4200, excise Rs. 15,700,
jail Rs. 640q, police Rs. 20,300, education Rs. 9200, land
record establishment Rs. 11,400, miscellaneous Rs. 25,000,
public works Rs. 32,500, and contribution Rs. 14,000.

Jail.

Municipality.

Public \Vorks.



KHAIRAGARH STATE.

152. The Khairagarh State lies between 21° 4/ and 21° 34/
) ~ N. and 80’ 27’ and 81° 22’ E. with
ca?;?::i":‘_g'ss and physi- 51 area and population of 931 square
miles and 137,554 persons respect-
ively. The State consists of 3 detached blocks, the largest
being made up of the Khairagarh and the Dongargarh
tahsils with a portion of the Nandgaon territory, Pandadah,
in the middle. This block is bounded on the north by the
Chhuikhadan State and the Parpodi zamindari ; on the east
by the Drug-District and the Nandgaon State ;.on the south
by the Nandgaon State and the Bhandara District ; and on
the west by the Bhandira and Balaghat Districts. The
Khamaria block is the second, and this is bordered by the
Chhuikhadian and Kawardha States, Silheti zamindari,
Mohgaon pargana and the Drug District. The third and
smallest block is Kholwa. It is bordered by the Lohara,
Gandai and Silheti zamindaris, the Drug and Balaghat Dis-
tricts and the Chhuikhadan State. The name Khairagarh is
derived from the two words, &4air, a catechu tree, and gar’
a fort. It is so named owing to its having contained a dense
jungle of %%air trees at the place where the headquarters .
town is now situated. The portion bordering the Bhandara
and Balaghat Districts is extremely wild and hilly and so is
most of the Kholwa block. Elsewhere the country is open
and fertile. The Kaimur and Bhanrer hills in the west extend
up to the Kawardha State. The important rivers are the
Baghnadi, the Amner, the Muska and the Piparia. The
Baghnadi separates the State from the Bhandara District:
The Amner is a tributary of the Seonith river of the Nand-
gaon State. The rest are the tributaries of the Amner.

153. As regards the geological formations of the State
Mr. Vredenburg states that the
Archazan and the Kadapah series
occupy respectively the western and eastern portions of the
territory. The Archzan rocks belong principally to a highly
‘metamorphosed sedimentary volcanic series resembling the

Geology.
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Dharwir schists of Southern India and known locally as the
Chilpi beds. Granitoid gneiss also occurs. The Kadapah
rocks rest unconformably on the Archaan ; they include a
lower subdivision of quartzites and an upper one of shales
and lime stones. It is the upper subdivision which princi-
pally occurs within this State. Khairagarh lies on the
western border of the great Chhattisgarh basin, a description’
of which by Dr. W. King has been published in the Records
of the Geological Survey of India (Vol. XVIII, part 4).

154. The forest areais extensive. The most important
forest trees are teak(Zectona grandis),
saj (Termniulia tomentosa) and bija

(Pterocarpus Marsupium). The tendii or ebony (Diospyros
tomentosa) and bhira or sulini wood (Chloroxylon Swietenia)
yield ornamental timbers. The principal bamboo is  Dendro-
calamaus strictus. Other trees found in the forest are ‘karra’
(Terminalia Chebula), kusum (Schleichera trijuga), char or
chironji (Buchanania latifolia), dhiman (Grewia vestita), nim
(Melia indica), jamun (Eugenia Jambulana), dhaurd (Anogeis-
sus latifolia) and khair (Acacia Catechu). The vegetation is
.much the same as in Nandgaon State.

155. Tigers and panthers are fairly common, and the'
hunting leopard is also said to be
met with some times; sambbhar,
chital, nilgai, black-buck, chinkara, four-horned antelope,

ears, hyznas, wolves and wild dogs are all found. The
bison is also met with in ‘the more remote hills. Pigs are
common. There is nothing special to note about the birds;
duck and snipe are winter visitors; peacock, green pigeon,
" and the red jungle fowl are plentiful.
156. The rainfall is registered at the headquarters of the
tahsils. The average fall for the
past 19 years has been 44 inches,
the highest being recorded in 1891. ‘The climate of the State
is fairly healthy, though the cold season is characterized by
malarial fever. The temperature varies from 38° to 104° F;
the jungly tracts are comparatively cool even in the hottest
part of the year.

157. The ruling family of Khairagarh claims descent from
the Nagvansi Rajput king of Chota

Nagpur named Sabha Singh. This

Botany.

Wild animals.

Rainfall and climate.

History.
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king had two sons, the younger of whom named Lakshmi-
nidhi came to Kholwa and established himself there. Shiam-
vhan, a descendant of Sabha Singh, was the zamindar of
~Kholwa in 1740. He helped the Lanji family against Raja
Mahiraj Shih of Mandla who defeated them both and took
Lanji. Shiamghan, however, was recognised by the Mandla
Raja as his feudatory and was permitted to enlarge his
territory. Shidmghan died and was succeeded by his son
Daryao Singh who however did mot rule long. Aniap Singh
his son now succeeded. The territory then comprised the
132 villages which now constitute the three parganas of
Kholwa, Khairagarh and Lachhna. When Maharaj Shah
died, his son Sheoraj Shah recognised the feudatory rights
of Anap Singh. After the death of Anap Singh, Madho Singh
and Kharag Rai (son and grandson of Antp Singh) ruled
one after the other. The zamindar of Lanji aided by the
Bhonsla king of Nagpur attacked Kholwa, and Kharag Rai-
had to yield. He was then summoned before the Bhonsla
king who granted him a %/%zllat (dress of honour) and recog-
nised him as a Feudatory Chief subject to the payment of a
tribute of Rs. 500 (Nagpur rupees). At this time the
capital of the State was Kholwa where Kharag Rai built a
palace and gkat¢, the remains of which are still to be seen ;
but he subsequently shifted his residence to Khairagarh.
When the Nagpur king died, the Khairagarh tribute was
raised to Rs. 1300 (Nagpur rupees) in 1755. In 1750,
Kharag Rai died and his son Tikait Rai succeeded to the
gaddi. The tribute was then raised to Rs. 3000 (Niagpur
rupees), and ten years later Bhaskar Rao Sabahdar raised it
still further to Rs. 8coo (Nagpur rupees). In 1784 various
extra cesses were imposed which amounted to RS$. 3000.
At this time there arose a feud between Ujiyar Singh and
Sardar Singh of Kawardha regarding the possession of the
Khamaria pargana. Tikait Rai helped Sardar Singh with,
men and money with the result that the pargana in dispute
came into the possession of Sardar Singh, who, however,
could not retain it, Tikait Rai therefore acquired the pargana
in satisfaction of the loan previously advanced. Thus a
portion of the Kawardha State passed into the hands of the
Khairagarh Chief, and this was confirmed by the Nagpur
king. The tribute therefore was gradually raised and in
8
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1814 it stood at Rs. 35,000. In 1816 the zamindar of
Dongargarh rose against the Bhonsla king and Tikait Rai
was asked to overpower him, which he did, itis said, with -
the help of the Nandgaon Chief. At first the whole of the
zamindari was conferred on the Khairagarh Chief in recogni-
tion of the military service rendered by him. This led to
the further increase of the tribute to Rs. 44,000 (Nagpur
rupees). Tikait Rai died at the age of 75 years and was
succeeded by his minor son, Drigpal Singh. The Nandgaon
Chief now asserted his claim to a share of the Dongargarh
zamindari in return for assistance given in subduing the
zamindiar. The zamindari was therefore divided equally
between the two Chiefs.” The Khairagarh Chief retained
Dongargarh, Pathri and half of Singarpur and the other
half of Singarpur, Dongargaon and Chhuria were given to
the Nandgaon Chief. In consequence of this division the
tribute was reduced by Rs. gooo (Nagpur rupees). In 1833,
Drigpal Singh died. His brother Mahpit Singh then ruled
for a few months and died. His son Lal Fateh Singh
ascended the gaddi. In 1854 the Nagpur Rij lapsed to the
British Government, and the tribute was now fixed at
Rs. 39,000 (Company rupees). In 1865, the State was
recognised as a Feudatory State and the Chief received
an adoption sanad and subsequently executed an acknow-
ledgment of fealty. In 1867 the tribute was fixed at
Rs. 47,000. In 1888 it was raised to Rs. 70,000, and with
effect from 1st April 19og it has been fixed at Rs. 80,000 for
a period of thirty years. Owing to the continued malad-
ministration of Lal Fateh Singh he was deprived of his
fiscal powers and the management of the State was taken
over by the British Government in 1873. Lal Fateh Singh
died in 1874 and the State continued under direct management
till 1883 when it was restored to Lal Umrao Singh, the eldest
son of Fateh Singh. Umrao Singh was given the title of
Raja as a personal distinction in 1887. He died in Novem-
ber 18go and was succeeded by Kamal Narain Singh.
The title of Raja was conferred on him as a personal
distinction in 18y€ and two years later the title was
made hereditary. Raja Kamal Narain Singh died in October
1908 and his eldest son, Raja Lal Bahadur Singh, has been
recognized as his successor. The State has again’ been
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taken under direct management owing to the minority of
Lal Bahadur Singh.

158. The State does not possess many objects of archao-
"logical interest. There are two
ancient temples ; one at Khairagarh
and the other at Dongargarh. The former was dedicated to
Ruokharswami, a venerable sage who passed his days in
deep religious meditation in the dense catechu forest from
which the State derives its name. The story current about
this Swami is that Tikait Rai, while out hunting in the forest,
met the Swami absorbed in meditation. Struck with the
godliness of the Swami, Tikait Rai set up a hut for him,
which afterwards was turned into a temple. The Swami
was noted for his supernatural powers and was credited
with a deep foresight into the future. He prophesied cor-
rectly that Tikait Rai, who had lost his first son and was
then sixty years old, would have yet two more sons. The
sage later disappeared, but appeared again when Tikait Rai
was hard pressed by his enemies, and gave instructions
which led to their defeat. It is said he took semadhii while
still alive. The temple at Dongargarh known as the Bomlai
temple is said to have been erected by Raja Kamsen, the
ruler of Dongargarh, at a time when Raja Vikramadittya
was the king of Ujjain. The tank Kamkandali of Dongar-
carh has been named after a concubine of Kamsen, noted
for her exquisite beauty and singing. On the Bomlai hill
may be seen a large stone called AMofiyars which has a
tradition of its own.

Itis said that once 147 dancing girls (Saz-agar-Sat-kori
motiyarin) came from the Niandgaon State to exhibit their
skill before the Raja of Dongargarh. The mother of the
Raja apprehended that her son might become enamoured
of one of them, so she prepared a solution of turmeric and
asked her son to sprinkle some of it over the girls, and this
he did. The coloured water fell only on one of them and
immediately transformed her into the stone referred to above.
A stone pillar about 10 ft. high with a Persian inscription
was found on the bank of the Motiabir tank. It is now in
the Nagpur Museum. On the Bomlai hill another stone has
been found with inscriptions in an undeciphered character.
At Deorbija there is a large linga of Mahadeo made of black

Archzology.
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stone. It is very old and.has the name of Magardhwaja
Jogi inscribed on it. -Remains of forts also may be met with
here and there in the State, which was formerly much har-
assed by the P1ndarx robber bands.

159. The area and population of the State in 1go1 were
931 square miles and 137,554 per-
sons respectively.. The State is
divided into three tahsils, Khamaria lying to the north,
Dongargarh to the south and Khairagarh to the east, and
west. The Khairagarh tahsil is the largest in respect of
population and smallest in area. There are 321 villages of
which 496 are inhabited. A census has been taken on four
occasions, on the first three of which the figures always
showed an increase. The last census showed a decrease by
24 per’ cent., which is due to the famine of 1900 followed
by an epidemic of cholera. The density of the population is
147 persons to the square mile.

160. Among ordinary diseases fever ranks first in point of
mortality. After the rains ophthal-
mia and skin diseases are very
common. Of epidemic diseases cholera not unfrequently
occurs. Small-pox occasionally puts in an appearance, but
seldom in epidemic form, a fact which is due to the spread
of vaccination.

161. The prevailing language of the State is the dialect
of Chhattisgarhi Hindi. Itis spoken
by 93 per cent. of the people.
Marathi is spoken ‘By about 4000 persons and Urda by a
few. The Gonds speak their tribal dialect.

162. About %8 per cent. of the population are supported
' by pasture and agriculture, 27 per
cent. being agricultural labourers ;
about three per cent. of the people are servants and 10 per
cent. are engaged in various trades.

163. Hindus constitute g7 per cent. of the population.

. There are about one per cent. Ani-
Reigion. mists and Muhammadans respec-
tively. There are also some Christians and Jains; the
former nearly all belong to the railway commuuity at
Dongargarh. The importaant village gods are the Mahabir
and Bhainsasur located in huts on raised platforms. Bhain-

Population. Statistics,
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sasur is considered the protector of buffaloes; hence he is
generally placed near the buffalo sheds.

164. The Dasahra is the most important festival held in
. Festivals, the State., It is celebrated in great

pomp by the Chief* who holds a
Darbir on the occasion.

165. The Gonds (16 p. c.), Telis (13 p. c.), Lodhis
(12 p. c.), Chamars (12 p. c.) and
Rawats (10 p. c.) are the principal
castes in the State and constitute about two-thirds of the
population. Among the high caste Hindus there are about
3000 Rajputs, 2000 Brahmans and about a thousand Banias.
The Brahmans came from the north a long time back and
settled in the State. The Rajputs have a number of sects,
viz., Bais, Baksaria, Nagvansi, Parihar. According to a long
inscription in the Mandwa Mahal near the Bhoramdeo temple
of Kawardha the origin of the Nagvansi Rajputs is stated as
follows :—There was a sage named Jatu Karna who had two
sons and a daughter, all living in a dense jungle far from
any human habitation. In course of time the girl showed
signs of pregnancy which led the brothers to suspect each
other of misconduct with her. The girl ,apprehended a
deadly feud between them, so she gave out the truth,
namely, that the cause of her pregnancy was a snake who
appeared before her in human shape—a secret which she was
enjoined to keep to herself. This conduct on the part of the
girl enraged the snake very much ; but he was appeased on
being told the circumstances under which the girl was com-
pelled to disclose the secret, and gave out that the child
would be a most powerful king. This child was.the first of
the Nagvansi line, being born of a snake, the lord of the
nether world. The Gonds here have three subdivisions,
Raj, Dhur and Kurataya. The last are those Gonds who
have given up eating fowls. The Pardhins, Ojhis and
Dewars are considered infericr to the Gonds in status.
Marriage among the Gonds in the same gofra is prohibited,
as also between any two gofras which worship the same
number of gods. Their marriages generally take place at
an advanced age. Among these people an illegitimate child
can be legitimised by the sprinkling of a little turmeric water
over the parents, who are then made to go round a green

Caste.
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twig of a jamun tree seven timgs. One of the most paculiar
ceremonies observed in Gond marriages here is the carrying
of the bridal pair, seated on the two pans of a scale covered
with blankets, about the marriage post (called madwai)
seven times, the'bride-groom being carried by his priest and
the bride by her female relatives. When this is done the
couple are taken outside the village where they are made to
stand with a screen between them. After a short while the
bridegroom lifts up the screen, rushes towards the bride, pats
her on the back, and then puts an iron ring on one of her
fingers, bleating at the same time in imitation of a goat. The
Telis have 4 subdivisions, Ekbaili, Dobailid, Kanaujia and
Jheria. The Ekbaila and Jheria Telins wear bangles on one
arm only. Marriage among the Telis is of two kinds, ckad/-
vivah and tika. In the latter marriage takes place at the
bridegroom’s house because the bride’s parents are not rich
enough to defray the expenses of the ceremony. The Lodhis
are as a class good cultivators. They have as many as six
subdivisions, two of which may be found in the state, vi/s.,
Maha and Singraur. These people too have a curious wed-
ding ceremony. The bridal pair are placed before their family
god with a hollow image made of flour containing 21 cowries.
A man.then gets on the roof of a house close by and shouts
“Are the king and queen present?’ Some one standing
below answers in the afirmative. The man on the housetop
then enquires if the pair have certain things on their persons
as, for example,-a crown, ear-rings, necklace, bracelet and
shoes. On receipt of an affirmative reply, he cautions them
19 times. Each time he should receive a reply that the pair
are on the alert, The man then shouts for the last time and
each of the bridal pair at once tries to seize the image and
prevent the other from getting it. In sodoing the cowries are
scattered about. The pair then see who can secure the
greater number of cowries. If the bride collects more than
the bridegroom the pair will live happily.

166. The habits of the people in this State are similar to
those prevailing in Nandgaon. The
villages are always situated on high
lands, and if possible within easy distance of a river or stream.
They are merely groups of houses erected on no definite
plan. The gabntz'a's house, however, always has a prominent

Social life and customs.
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place, and the Chamairs are isolated in one corner of the
village. Few villages have wells, as the people prefer tank
or river water for drinking purposes. The village gods are
located usually beside ariver or a nullah. The houses are of

“the same type as those found in Nandgaon State. A newar
cot or a couple of chairs are the only articles of furniture
that mark out a gaonfia’s house from those of other villagers.
The dress of the people has not improved much. The
females, except a few of the well-to-do class, wear the dkot:
only down to their knees ; hence the saying Chhattisgarh ki
nard, adhi tang ughari. The Mahars, Telis, Kalars and
Kunbis of the Dongargarh tahsil dress themselves like the
Marathas. The people are very superstitious and sometimes
in order to secure a good harvest indulge in the cruel practice
of burying alive a buffalo calf.

167. The most important of the Kshattriya families is
that of Ghonda Singh who claims
to be connected with the Kanker
Raj family through a common ancestor, Jagannath Singh.
The family of Thakur Prasad Singh claims some importance
owing to the marriage of his daughter with the late Chief,
Raja Kamal Narain Singh. He came to Khairagarh about
54 years ago and became a Subahdar of the Dongargarh
pargana. Perhaps the oldest family is that of Thakur Gaya-
ram whose ancestors came to and settled at Khairagarh over
a century and a half ago. Gayaram was at first made a
Sabahdar, but subsequently became a Tahsildar ; he is now a
pensioner. Another important Kshattriya family is that of
Ajmer Singh and Holi Singh. Their anscestor Lal Banmali
Singh, a near relation of the then Raja of Bijapur, came here
over a century ago and first settled at Ratanpur in the
Bilaspur District, The other chief men are as follows :—

Babu Gulab Singh, descended from the Bastar Raj family ;
Ram Datt and Kashi Datt, descendants of Bhairon Datt, who
settled at Khairagarh over a century ago; they are Brah-
mans and good Sanskrit scholars ; Pandit Ramgulam, the
Raj Vaidya or physician to the ruling family, whose ancestors
settled here about 6o years ago; Balaji Narain, a Maha-
rashtra Brahman, whose ancestor was a great Sanskrit
Pandit and whose father, Narain Rao, was for some years
the Diwan of the State ; Babu Pannia Lal, a Kayasth, whose

Leading families.
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anscestor, Umrao Baksh, was a poet; and lastly Lal Das,
the most influential and important of the Lodhi families and
a leading banker. ‘ ‘
168. The soil .of the State has been classified into (1)
kanhir 1, (2) kanhar 11, (3) dorsa,
(4) matisi, (5) bhata, (6) palkachhar
and palparkachhar. Kanhir 1is deep black soil, very fertile
for both 72b7 (spring) and kkarif (autumn)crops. . Nearly 11
per cent. of the cultivated area of the State consists of this
soil. Theblack soil of the second degree, kankar 11, contains
an admixture of pebbles ; and kodon and wheat are alter-
nately grown in it. Dorsa is a mixture of black and brown soil
and contains some sand. Matasi is a yellow admixture of
clay and sand. Bkidfa is a red soil containing stones and -
muram or gravel. Palkachhdr is rich alluvial soil in the beds
of rivers and nullzhs. Patparkackhar is the soil bordering on
‘rivers and nullahs. The classification of land according to
position is as follows :—(1) gokdri (wheat-growing), (2)
dhankai (rice-growing) and (3) miscellaneous (growing minor
crops). The first-class is subdivided into gokari bandhia and
2ohari bharri, {he former being embanked land and the latter
that Which cannot be embanked. Dkiankas has four subdivi-
sions :=(1) bakrd, (2) gabhar, (3) dadhd, (3) tangar. Level
fields with substantial banks are called dak#i ; similar fields
with small temporary banks are gabkir ; sloping embanked
lands are dadka ; while high lands are called langar. Tikri
and &ar7 are included under the miscellaneous class. Zzkra

is the land growing kodon and kutki; &aris are garden
*plots.

AgriCulture. Soils.

16g. Out of a total area of 931 square miles the area
under cultivation, including fallows
old and new, was in 1894 about 700
square miles. In 1907 there has been a decrease of six per
cent. in the cultivated area, which is due to the previous
famines. Of the above area about two-thirds is under
autumn (kka#if) and about one-third under spring (rabi).
‘crops ; kodon covers about 41 per cent. of the cropped area,
rice 21 per cent. and wheat 22 per cent.

. Statistlcs of cultivation.

Rice, kodon and wheat are the staple food of the people in
the State. Wheat is largely grown in the Khamaria pargana.
- Of the minor crops grown the following may be mentioned—
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tilli, wrkar and gram. Cotton cultivation receives some
attention, but so far no success has been gained in attempt-
ing to establish superior varieties. Sugarcane is very scarce.
There are some 600 irrigation wells and 8oo tanks in the
State, but the area irrigated, excluding garden plots, is
about zooo0 acres only.

170.° The local cattle.are small but fairly sturdy and
good enough for the purposes for
which they are employed. A pair
of bullocks or buffaloes sells at from thirty to one hundred
rupces. Ponies are not locally bred, but they are imported
from outside. Goats and sheep are not very numerous.

171.- There are no markets held especially for the sale of
cattle, but weekly markets are held
at various places to which cattle are
brought for sale. The people resort to Gandai in the Drug
District or Amgaon in the Bhandara District if they require
good animals,

172.  The people rarely resort to the State treasury for
loans except in times of distress.
In the years 1896, 1goo and 1908
respectively the State advanced Rs. 6ooo, Rs. 18,000 and
Rs. 30,000, but usually loans do not exceed a few hundreds
of rupees. Private firms demand interest at from R. 1 to
Rs. 2 per cent. per month while the State Tends at 6% per
cent. per annum. ’

173. Owing to the advent of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway,
which passes through ihe State, the
prices of food grains have risen
considerably as 1n the adjoining State of Nandgaon.

174. The rise in the prices of food stuffs has sent up the
rates of wages as well. Farm
servants, house servants and village
servants are remunerated at about the rates which rule in
the Niandgaon State. .

175. Dongargarh, which lies on the Bengal-Niagpur Rail-
way, is the most important place of
trade in the State. The Khairagarh
markeat is also fairly large. In about 4o villages weekly
marikets are held where grainis extensively sold. The chief
imports are cloth, salt, tobacco, ghi, spices, glass-ware,

Cattle.
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Loans.

Prices.

Wages.

Trade.



122 CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY . STATES.

sugar and metals; while the chief exports are grains,
oilseeds, timber, myrabolams and chillies.

176. The Bengal-Nagpur Railway runs through the State
for a distance of twenty-five miles,
and threerailway stations are located
on this length viz., Dongargarh, Bortalao and Musra. A
crossing station has also been made between Dongargarh
and Bortalao. The total length of the roads maintajned by
the State is 79 miles, of which 38 miles are second-class and
the rest third-class ; about Rs. 4000 has to be spent every
year for their maintenance. The State intends to construct
two new roads, one from Khairagarh to Atariya, a distance of
14 miles, and another from Khamaria to Baiji, nine miles.

177. The State forests cover about 165 square miles.
They begin from the Baghnadi and
extend as far as the Kholwa par-
gana, separating the State from the Balaghat District. Sa/
(Zerminalia tomentosa) is found in abundance. Other im-
portant trees met with are ijz and teak ; bamboos too grow
extensively. Timber and bamboos bring in over Rs. 28,000,
grazing dues about Rs. 5000 and fuel about Rs. zoco. The
total income from forests in 1907 was Rs. 40,000, while the
expenditure was only Rs..3500. The forest staff consists of
a Superintendent, two darogds, one dafedar, 20 muharrirs
and 13 ckaprasis. The system of granting licenses is the
same as in British Districts. In the forest areas included in
villages the State reserves all teak to itself. The lessee and
tenants can utilise the produce of such areas for their private
use, but may not sell it without the sanction of the State
duthorities.

178. Roadside arboriculture has made cBnsiderable pro-
gress. Nim and siris trees have
been planted on both sides of the
roads with jamun and mango trees at intervals for 26 miles.
A permanent staff consisting of three malis and 21 coolies
has been engaged to look after these trees. The annual
expenditure under this head is about Rs. 1300.

179. No thorough investigation has been made into the
mineral resources of the State. Iron
ore is found in the forests of Barnara
and Gatapani. A lease to mine iron ore has been granted. to
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the Indian Manganese Company, Ltd., of Calcutta, for a
period of 30 years on practically the same terms as would be
granted in British territory. Prospectirg licenses for man-
ganese have also been taken out by some individuals holding
certificates from the Local Government.
180. There is no record of any early famines here, but
* the older people say that in 1869
the State suffered severely. Famine
next appeared in 18g6, following on a very poor harvest in
1895. The forest tracts reaped practically nocrop. In 1896
and 1897 relief had to be given ; in all about Rs. 45,000 were
spent, including Rs. 30,000 for advances of grain. In 189g-
the rains again failed, giving only half the usual amount;
relief works had to be opened in November and about seven
per cent. of the population came for relief. Many private
works were also opened, and in all about one and a half
lakhs of rupees were spent. In 1907-08 the State again
suffered from premature cessation of the rains. Prices rose
owing to the demand from the north of India, but work was.
freely provided and loans issued with the help of a loan of
Rs. 50,000 from the Government of India. Village lessees
and well-to-do tenants seized the opportunity to improve their
tanks and field embankments at a cost of nearly Rs. 45,000
and the situation was tided over,
'81. On the subject of land settlement Mr. Chapman in a
note states :—¢ The original basis
¢ of settlement in Khairagarh was
¢ the nagar or plough. A plough
‘ was the area of land which could be kept in cultivation with
‘ four bullocks. The jama of each,village was fixed at so
‘much a plouOh The gaoniia held his sir land rent-free and
‘ was responsible for paying the ryoti rents to the R3ja.
‘ Besides the actual si» land he held rent-free what was
* called s:irla, that is, a portion of land between half a ndgar
‘ and a ndgar in extent, in return for which he had to supply
¢ rasad to all officials visiting the village. The prevailing
‘ rate of rent per plough used to vary from Rs. 5 to Rs. 10
“in the fertile parts of the State and from As. 8 to Rs. 2
¢in the more jungly tracts. Besides the jema the gaontia of
‘ every village used to realise from the tenants and pay to
¢ the Raja a number of miscellaneous cesses. In addition to

Famine.

Land revenue admini-
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‘ this the Raja had the right to buy produce up to the value
¢ of Rs. 4 in every Rs. 100 of jami at a price fixed by himself.
¢ This was known as kkaridi or bandhor. The chiari and
¢ marona taxes were also levied in the State.
¢ Settlement with tenants and guontias was made for a
¢ period of three years. For each 8 or 10 villages a budhkar
¢ was appointed whose duty it was to know all the circum-
¢ stances of the land and of the tenants ; enhancements were
.¢ effected by raising the plough rate. This was done-at the
instance of the pargania, one of the principal gaontias in
each pargana, chosen by the Raija as his agent. The
enhancements were actually fixed by a panchayat of
neighbouring gaeontias. At every settlement the gaontia
received a pagri from the Raja and in return paid a nasaer
of from R. 1 to Rs. 5. A When the village changed hands
a large sum was paid as nasarana. In the third year of
each lease the gaontia paid the full plough value of his siz
land for one year. This was known as pateli dand.

¢ In 1872 in consequence of the bankruptcy of the State
and the incompetence of the then Chief, the State came
¢ under the direct control of the Deputy Commissioner of
¢ Raipur, The administration of the State was restored to
¢ Lal Umrao Singh in 1883. During these ten years two
¢ summary settlements were made for five years each. The
‘first was made by Mr. Ismay, Assistant Commissioner,
¢ Raipur, and the second by Mr. Tawneyand Mr. Ismay.
¢ Both thesesettlements were based simply upon an assessment
¢ by ploughs without any reference to the seed capacity of the
¢ fields. The geontia’s remuneration was fixed at from 20 to
¢ 30 per cent. of the village assets. All the petty cesses
‘ except the grass and the goat at Dasahra were abolished.
¢ The katnena and the bandhor were also abolished. Be-
¢ sides the actual number of ploughs in the village, con-
¢ sideration was paid to the average jama of the village for
¢ the last seven years.

“In 1884 another settlement was carried out by Narain
¢Rao Diwian. It was for nine years. This settlement was
‘ based upon a rough calculation of the tengnts’ holdings
‘in acres. The seed capacity of each field was reckoned
‘up. So many &kKhandis seed capacity was taken to be
‘equivalent to one acre and thus the acreage was roughly

-
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“arrived at. A seed capacity of 20 Ahandis was estimated
“as equivalent to the old ndgar. From 23 to 30 per cent.
‘cf the village assets were left to the gaoniia, besides his
¢sivhz land. The rate per plough at this settlement had
‘risen in the fertile portions to Rs. 15 or 20. The old petty
‘ cesses were reckoned and also the 4athena tax. Protected
¢status was for thefirst time granted to gaoniias at this
¢ settlement. In all these settlements the kotwiar received
‘certain fixed dues. The forest income used to consist of
“a cess of half an anna per rupee of rent levied from all
‘tenants ; this was called rana’.

¢ The first regular settlement of the State was commenced
“in 1892 by Khan Bahadur Saiyid Muhammad Husain, the
¢ Diwan of the State. The cultivated area in all villages
‘in the State was surveyed. For the purpose of settlement
¢ the State, which comprises 524 villages, was divided into
“seven parganas. The settlement of each pargana came
‘into force as it was completed. The settlement of the last
¢ pargana was completed in 1896. The settlement is for ten
“years. Practically the whole procedure of a regular settle-
‘ment in British territory was followed. The remuneration
“left to gaoniias was generally about 235 per cent. of the
‘ assets.

¢ All miscellaneous cesses including the ZatZend and the
‘bandhar were  abolished both in State and muaf villages
“and in their place a cess amounting to Rs. 5 per cent. on
‘the village jama was imposed. The cess includes the
¢ Dasahra tika. This cess the gaontia pays from his own
¢ pocket and is not supposed to levy from his tenants. Thus
‘the net profits left to the gaontia were really less by about
‘four per cent. than those shown above. A further cess
‘of one anna in the rupee is levied upon the total village
‘rental from the tenants through the gaonfiz on account
‘ of the patwiri, road and school cess. The kotwars’ dues
“were maintained as before, their remuneration being
‘increased where insufficient. The si#%a ceased as a separate
‘emolument of the gaontic and was amalgamated with the
¢ sir land.
" ¢« Payment for rasad was made incumbent on all officials.

¢ As regards forests in villages near the jungles a com-
‘mutation fee of eight annas per plough has been fixed
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“and of one anna from each adult male in families of the
“labouring class. In villages remote from forests, licenses
“are issued for grazing and all kinds of forest produce.
¢ The Khairagarh settlement has been a most successful one.
¢ It has resulted in a great increase to the revenue of the State
“and general contentment among the people. One secret of
< this has been the leniency with whi¢h thekedars were treat-
‘ed, and the fact that the liberal bestowal of the protected
‘status has encouraged the Zkekeddrs to spend their money
‘and time in extending and improving the cultivation of their
¢ villages.’

The gross land revenue as fixed at the regular settlement
of 1894 was about Rs. 2,07,000 on a rent roll of about
Rs. 2,94,000. Subsequently owing to the deterioration due
‘to famine, the revenue was lowered by about Rs. 7000. 1In
1904-05 the Khamaria pargana was regularly re-settled, and
the other parganas were summarily settled giving a revenue
-of Rs. 2,06,000.

182. The State has of late years been administered by the
General Administration Chief, Raja Kamal Narain Singh,
Administrative control.  assisted by a Diwan, a Naib Diwan

: and two Tahsildars. He unfortu.
nately died in October 1908 and his heir, Raja Lal Bahadur
Singh, is still a minor. The State has now been taken
under Government management owing to the minority of
Lal Bahadur Singh.

The State is administered by a Superintendent who exer-

_ cises the powers of a District Magistrate and Sessions

Judge while as regards civil business, he exercises the
" powers of a District Judge. He is assisted by an Assistant
Superinfendent who exercises the powers of a Magistrate
of the first class with summary powers under section 260
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and in civil matters
tries suits up to the value of Rs. 300. There are also two
Tahsildars, one for the Dongargarh and the other for the
Khamaria tahsil. They exercise the powers of Magistrates
of the second class and try suits up to the value of Rs. 300.
The minor Chief, Raja Lal Bahadur Singh, exercises the
powers of a Magistrate of the second class and also tries
civil suits up to the value of Rs. 100. Lal Ranjit Singh, uncle
of the minor Chief, deals with suits up to the value of Rs. 50.
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In 1865 the Chief received a sanad conveying to him
the assurance that on failure of natural heirs, the British
Government would recognize and confirm any adoption
of a successor made by himself, or by any future Chief
of the State, that might be in accordance with Hindu
law and the customs of his race. Subsequently the Chief
executed an acknowledgment of fealty by which he under-
took to respect and maintain all rights within his terri-
tories, to attend to the prosperity of his ryots, to the
strict administration of justice, and to the effectual supres-
sion of crime; to refer to such British officer as the
Chief Commissioner might appoint any sentence of death
or of imprisonment for more than seven years before he
punished the offender ; to allow British officers to pursue
in his territory any persons who have committed offences
in British territory, or criminals from British territory,
and to render every assistance in capturing and delivering
up such fugitives ; to represent to a British officer the case
of any person who has committed an offence in his terri-
tory and fled to British or other territory, in order that
the offender may be given up; to pay an annual tribute
punctually, and give assistance towards settling the amount
payable when the tribute is from time to time revised ;
to levy no transit dues within his jurisdiction; to give
his subjects no cause’ of complaint against injustice and
to dispose equitably of any complaints against his sub-
jects which may be referred to him by British officers ; to
obey such instructions and accept such advice as the Chief
Commissioner or his officer shall give him ; to conform and
cause his subjects to conform to such forest regulations as
the Chief Commissioner may be pleased to prescribe. The
Chief also admits that if at any time, through the mis-
conduct of himself or his successor, the State should fall
into great disorder or great oppression should be prac-
tised, the Chief who is responsible shall be liable to for-
feiture of his governing powers. He also undertook to
depute a Vakil to be in attendance at the court of the
Deputy Commissioner, Sambalpur, or at any other court
where the Chief Commissioner from time to time might
direct. . : '

The Feudatory Chief has the hereditary title of ¢ Raja’.

‘ /
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183. The Land Record staff consists of one Superinten-
The Land Record Staf. dent, three Revenue Inspectors, 50
patwaris and one clerk. The State
is d1v1ded into three tahsils in each of which thereis a
Revenue Inspector. The Khairagarh and Dongargarh tahsils
have got 21 patwaris each while the Khamaria tahsil has only
eight. The patwari cess is levied at the rate of one anna per
rupee of rental. Most of the patwaris are Hindus of high
caste and Muhammadans, a few are Marathis., The average
pay of a patwari is Rs. 7 a month.

184. The people of the State are not very litigious, and
the civil suits are of a simple nature,
usually on oral contracts. In Don-

gargarh the mercantile people often refer their disputes to
arbitrators.

Petty thefts and house-breakmc are the commonest forms
of crime. Of late years serious crimes such as dacoities and
robberies have been rare. This is attributed to the action
taken against the Chamairs under the preventive sections of
the Criminal Procedure Code and to vigorous prosecution
of sérious offenders. The British 'laws which are applied in
the State as far as may be are given below :—

Land Revenue Act,  Tenancy Act, The Code of Civil
Procedure, The Code of Criminal Procedure, The Evidence
Act, The Contract Act, The Stamp Act, The Specific Relief
Act, Court Fees Act, Transfer of Property Act, Limitation
Act, Registration Act, Indian Succession Act, The Indian
Penal Code, The Excise Act, Pounds Act, Gambling Act,
Police Act, Prisons Act, Opium Act, Whipping Act, Forest

_Act, and Extradition Act,

185. 'The outstill system is in force in the State. There
are 63 circles, each circle having
-one outstill and as a rule one liquor
shop. There were in 1907 altogether 100 shops. All out-
stills and shops within three miles of the 24a/sa border have
been ordered to be closed or to sell liquor at the higher rates
prevailing  in British .territory. The liquor shops within
two miles of the border of the Nandgaon State have been
closed. The number of girje and opium shops has been
reduced to 15. These drugs are purchased from the British
Government and soid to the license holders at the same rates

Litigation and Crime.

Excise.
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as in British territory. The revenue derived from country
liquor amounted in 1907 to Rs. 8700 and that from opium
and ganja to Rs. 49o0.

186, The State contains three registration offices, the
head registrar’s office being at Khai-
ragarh. The classes of documents
generally registered in the State are mortgage and sale deeds
and powers of attorney. The average annual receipts from
registration for the past ten years are Rs. 936.

187. There are two municipalities in the State, one at
Dongargarh and the other at Khai-
ragarh. The Khairagarh munici-
pality was constituted in 19c0. The Tahsildar of Dongargarh
is the President of the local municipality , the average
income of which for the decade ending 31st December 1907
was about Rs. gooo. The population within the municipal
limits is 5856 persons and the average income per head is
R. 1-8-6. The principal sources of income are octroi,
wheel-tax and brokers’ fees ; and the main items of expen-
.diture are general administration, conservancy and education.
At Khairagarh octroi is levied on cloth and spices only.
‘The population within the limits of this" municipality is 4656
persons.

188. Sanitation is looked after by the municipality in the
towns. For the villages simple
rules have been issued and the
police see that they are observed by the gaontias.

189. Most of the works in the State have been carried
out with the co-operation of the
Executive Engineer, Chhattisgarh
States Division, but of late years the State authorities have
worked unuided. About two and a quarter lakhs of rupees
have been spent on civil buildings and the maintenance
charges are about Rs. 5000. The palace, court-house, High
School and hospital are the chief buildings at the capital.
A new jail will, it is hoped, be built in the near future.

1go. The police force consists of one Inspector, two Sub-
' * Inspectors, 14 head-constables, four

lance head-constables and 98 con-

stables. The mounted police consists of one dafedar and six

- sowars. There are three police Station-houses and six out-
9
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posts. The cost of maintenance of the force was Rs. 9673 in
1go7. The policemen are either Brahmans, Rijputs or
Muhammadans. The strength is one man to 1050 persons
or 7-square miles. '

191. The jail has accommodation for 108 prisoners,.
including 15 females. The daily
average number of prisoners for the
year 1907 was 32, and the annual cost of maintenance per
head averages Rs. 59-8-0. The recognized industries of the
jail are carpet and mat-making, cloth weaving and canework.

"192. The State has made much improvement in the
matter of education. Dt ring the
' past decade the number of schools

has risen from 15 to 25, and that of scholars from 1087 to
. 2361. An English middle school was opened in 1892 at
Khairagarh and raised in 1900 to the status of a High
School. There are also two girls’ schools and 22 rural
schools. ‘

Since the opening of the ngh School it has turned out 16
successful candidates at the matriculation examination.
Three of them have passed the First Examination in Arts and
two of them are now in the senior B. A. class. Scholarships
are awarded to the successful candidates of the school to
enable them to continue their studies further. Two schools
have been started for low-caste boys. In 1907 the pro-
portion of male literates per thousand of population was 15.
The expenditure on education is now over Rs. 12,000 per
annum. . ‘

193. The State hastwo public dispensaries, one at Dongar-
garh and the other at Khairagarh.
Besides these there is another dis-
pen ary for the Raj family only. The dispensary at Khaira-
garh has a hospital with eight beds attached to it, is in charge
of an Assistant Surgeon and has a trained midwife on the staff,
The daily average number of persons receiving medical
relief during the decade ending 1907 was 98, and the annual
average number of persons treated at the dispensary for the
five years ending 1907 was 14,000.

194. For the purposes of vaccination the State is d1v1ded,
into four circles in each of which
there is a vaccinator. The working
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season lasts from October to March. The people now appre-
ciate the advantages of vaccination. The number of vacci-
nations done in 1908 was 4983 and the annual expenditure
~on this head is Rs, 531.

195. The real income and expenditure of the State
for 1908 was Rs. 3,06,500 and
Rs. 3,009,500 respectively. On the
receipt side the chief items were
land revenue Rs. 2,26,800, forests Rs. 28,200, excise
Rs. 27,600, stamps Rs. 8700, law and justice Rs. 5000,
taxes Rs. 3700 and pounds Rs. 3400, while on the ex-
penditure side they are, tribute Rs. 70,000, allowances and
assignments Rs. 1,04,200, administration Rs. 20,700, public
works Rs. 29,800, education Rs. 12,100, police Rs. 11,100,
excise Rs. 9200, settlement and land records' Rs. 8600,
“forests Rs. 3800, jail Rs. 3000, medical Rs. 3900, micella-
neous Rs. 13,800. The year’s expenditure was particularly
heavy and it therefore shows an excess over receipts.

Income- and Expendi-
ture,




CHHUIKHADAN STATE.

196. The Chhuikhadan State lies between 21°-30' and
L ’ 21°-38' N. and 80°-53/ and 81°-11'E.

Boundaries and phy- . .

sical features. with an area of 154 square miles

The name Chhuikhadian is derived
from cZhui meaning white clay and kkadin, a quarry. Itis a
small State congisting of four detached blocks, v7z., Chhui-
khadan, Bortara, Bidora and Simai, all lying to the west of
the Raipur District. It is bounded on the north by the
Lohara and Silheti zamindaris and Khajragarh State; on
the west by the Silheti zamindari, the Khairagarh and Nand--
gaon States and the Thakurtola zamindari ; on the south by
the Parpodi zamindari and the Khairagarh State ; and on
the east by the ‘Nandgaon State. The Bidora block is
- separated from the Bortara block by the Barbaspur zamin-
dari. The Simai block, a smgle village, lies. imbedded in
the Nandgaon State.

197. Of the geological formations of the State, Mr.
Vredenburg states that they are the
Archzan and the Kadapah series,

occupying respectively the western and eastern portions of
the territory. The Archaan rocks belong principally to a
highly metamorphosed and volcanic series resembling the
Dharwar schists of Southern India, and known locally as the
Chilpi beds. Granitoid, dioritic and other crystalline gneisses
also occur. The Kadapah rocks, resting unconformably on
the Archzan, consist of limestones and shales constituting
the Raipur series, probably corresponding with a portion of
the Kadapah system of Southern India, Chhuikhadan lies
on the western rim of the great Chhattisgarh basin, a de-
scription of which has been published in the records of the
Geological Survey of India (vol, XVIII, part 4).

" 198. Teak (Tectona grandis), mahua (Bassia latifolia),
. harrda ( Terminalia Chebula ) and
palas (Butea frondosa) are the most
1mporfa.nt trees in the forest, while si; (ZTerminalia tomentosa)
is general\y met with on the plain.

Geology.

Botany.

A
\
\,
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The vegetation is the same as in Nindgaon. Here and

there may be found tamarinds, &abils, pipals, bers, mangoes
and other species usually met with in fields and about human
~ habitations.
199. Tigers are in evidence when dearth of water is felt
in the forests during summer.
Man-eating tigers are very rare.
Panthers, bears, antelopes and deer are occasionally met
with. The Jhilmili, Gobra and Moholamuhal forests abound
in game. A

200. There are no rivers flowing through the State, and
the whole drainage flows into the
nullahs, which are seven in number,
201. The average srainfall as recorded at the head-
quarters is about 40 inches. The
climate is on the whole fairly
healthy, although malarial fever is common in the autumn.

202. The early history of the State is rather obscure, but
the tradition is that the nucleus of
the State was formerly the Kondka
tract, which was acquired by Mahant Rap Das in satisfaction
of a mortgage debt advanced to the zamindar of Parpodi
about the middle of the eighteenth century. This gave rise
to a deadly feud between the Mahant’s family and the zamin-
dar with the result that Brahma Das, successor to Rap Das,
killed the zamindar, but was himself subsequently slain by
the zamindar’s son. Tulsi Das then succeeded to the gaddi
and sought the protection of the Bhonsla Raja of Nagpur,
who conferred the zamindari on him in 1780. Kondka being
too close to Parpodi, Tulsi Das removed his residence to
Chhuikbadan, but the zamindari was still called the Kondka
zamindari. Tulsi Das died and was succeeded by Mahant
Lachhman Das, who was recognised by the British Govern-
ment as a Feudatory Chief. He received an adoption sanad
in 1865 and subsequently executed an acknowledgment of
fealty. Another story, gathered from a manuscript note in
Hindi, left by an old Diwan of the State, is that Rap Das was
a near relation of the Maharaja of Udaipur, who, owing to
some ill-feeling arising in the family, turned a Bairagi and
settled at Panipat, where he assembled many disciples and
purchased a number of horses, which he brought to the

Wild animals,

Rivers,

Rainfall,

History,
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Bhonsla Raja of Nagpur for sale. The Raja, it is said, bought
the horses and engaged him as a Sardar in his cavalry.
News having reached Nagpur that the zamindar of Kondka
had been oppressing his ryots and was contemplating a revolt
against the Nagpur Rija himself, Rap Dis was sent with
cavalry against the zamindar, who was killed, and the zamin-
dari of Kondka was conferred on Rap Das in‘1750.

In 1867 Shyam Kishor Dias succeeded to the gaddi after
“having been for some years previously the virtual ruler of
the State. The affairs of the State were mismanaged and
gross acts of injustice were committed by the Chief. The
result was that a Government Diwan was appointed to carry
out reforms in the administration of the State under the
supervision of the Political Agent. Shyam Kishor Das died in
1896, and his son Radha Ballabh Kishor Das succeeded him,
but unfortunately he and one of his sons aged 12 years
were poisoned by arsenic administered by a relative two years
later. The offender and his accomplice were convicted by a
special court and executed ; and the eldest son Digbijai Kishor
Das, a boy of fifteen years of age, was recognised as his suc-
cessor. Owing to his minority the State was managed by
the Government through a native Superintendent under the
direct control of the'Political Agent. In 1903 Digbijai, who
was very weakly, died, and his younger brother, Mahant
Bhadar Kishor Das, the present minor chief, succeeded him.
He was born in April 1891 and is being educated with his
younger brother Tikam Das at the Rajkumar College, Raipur.

203. The State is poor in antiquarian remains, and there
is nothing worthy of note under this
head. A
204. The area and population of the State are 154 square
miles and 26,368 persons respec-
tively, giving a density of 171 per-
sons to the square mile. The headquarters town has a
population of over a thousand persons. The hilly portion is
the most sparsely populated. -

203. The villages generally stand on elevated land with
houses grouped together, the
_ gaontia’s house occupying the most
prominent position. The houses are, as a rule, thatched,
though tiled buildings are here and there in evidence. They

Archaology-

Population. Statistics,

Villages.,
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are not buwilt on any definite plan. Some of the villages
derive their names from the ruling Chiefs.

206, The prevailing language in the State is a dialect
of Hindi known as Chhattisgarhi
Hindi, which is spoken by over gg
per cent. of the population. Urda is spoken by a few immi-
grants. '

207. More than 75 per cent. of the population are

agriculturists. The rest are ser-
vants or daily labourers.
208. .The principal religions of the people are Shakta and
Vaishnava. The Shaktas are the
worshippers of the goddess Devi,
while the Vaishnavas are the followers of Krishna. Each
village has a number of godlings, at whose shrines offerings
are made on special occasions. Mahadeo, Devi and Hanuman
are found in almost every village. The village priests are the
Kewats and Garpagaris. The Kewat’s services are requisi-
tioned three times in a year.

209. There are no festivals peculiar to the State. The
Hareli marks the advent of the
agricultural year (April and May).
Then come the Bhojli, Jawaras and Psla in July and August.
The Dasahra and Diwali festivals come off in September and
October. The Holi usually takes place between February
and March. .

.210. Gonds, Lodhis, Telis and Ahirs are the principal
castes. The Gonds constitute about
_ 17 per cent. of the population. Next
come the quarrelsome Lodhis (16 per cent.) who are excellent
cultivators. The Telis owing to their loquacious habits have
givenrise to an adage which runs ¢ where there is a Teli there
is a contention’. The Rawats have a subdivision called
Thethwars who refuse to do any menial service. The
Chamars here belong to the Satnami sect and have abandon-
ed the ordinary pursuits of their caste and taken to cultivation.
There are two castes of weavers ; the Maratha weavers are
called Mehras whereas the Chhattisgarhi weavers are Pankas.
There are about 500 Bairagis, who are a religious sect which
welcomes all castes. They originally used to lead a life of
celibacy, but now marry freely.

Language.

Occupation,

Religlon.

Festivals.

Caste,
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211. Marriages generally take place at an early age.
The churi system of marriage finds '
favour with the low caste people and
a certain section of the Bairagis who prefer an alliance with
the people of the United Provinces. The Barais and Parwars
require women to grace their marriage procession.. A peculiar
custom prevalent in the State is that whenever an illegiti-
mate child is born, the Nai, the Dhobi and the suiz midwife
refuse their services if the mother of the child declines, when
asked, to give out the name of the supposed father of the
child, and the mother is then put out of caste. Butif she
announces the father’s name she is not outcasted.

Social life and customs.

212. The State lies in the rich tract of black soil at the
foot of the eastern range of the
Sitpura Hills and almost the whole
. of it is a fertile cultivated plain. The prevailing soil is dorsa
which grows double crops, and covers 59 per cent. of the
cultivated area. The Zanhdr soil, which covers about 28 per
cent. of the cultivated area, is specially suitable for spring
crops but difficult to work with the weedy local cattle.
The matasi soil here is very poor while the bkidta soil is
insignificant.

Agriculture. Soils.

According to its position-land is divided into (1) da»kid or
low-lying land, (2) Zingar or high land lying on a slope;
(3) dhorjé or land cut up by water channels or ravines;
(4) skhodi or land lying at a distance from the village ; (35)
bandhia or bandkan i.e. embanked fields.

213. Of the total area of 154 square miles, 114 square
miles (or 74 per cent.) were under
cultivation in 1904, ~of which 104
were under crop. Kodon covers 53 square miles, wheat 19
square miles, and rice gooo acres. Sixteen per cent. was under
fallow, both new and old: The amount of land growing
grass is insufficient to meet the local demand.

Statistlg:s of cultnvatxon.

214. The total cropped area in 1905 was 74,500 acres as
against 69,000 acres in 1300, the
increase being due to some of the
fallows having been brought under cultivation, The double-
cropped area is not large and varies every year. Double
crops are grown principally on the fields round a village.

Progress of cropping.
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The most important crops in the State are wheat and kddon,
and the broadcast system of cultivation is adopted."

215. The local cattle are generally weak and of small
size, but they are sufficient for
agricultural purposes. The Ram-
garh and Sohagpur bullocks fetch from Rs. 20 to Rs. 100 a
pair. Buffaloes also are used for agricultural purposés, and
are sold at Rs. 4o to Rs. 100 a pair. :

Cows are kept mainly for breeding purposes. A cow sells
for from Rs. 5to Rs. 2o. Ponies too are locally bred, but they
also are small and weak. The diseases affecting the cattle
are the same as are described in the Sarangarh State.

No special cattle market is held here ; but cattle can be
bought in the weekly markets which are held at five places.
In the Gandai zamindari outside the State, a big cattle
market is held.

216, The cultivating classes have not shown themselves
willing to make any improvements
‘ ~in their land either by constructing
tanks for irrigation purposes or by embanking their fields;
consequently loans are advanced by the State mainly for the
purchase of seeds and bullocks and not for land improvement.
The total amount advanced in 1go7 was Rs. 1800 with interest
at the rate of 6} per cent. per annum. Some Marwiris have
settled in the State of late and have started moneylending.

217. Wheat, rice and kodon are the staple food crops
of the State. They were sold at
very cheap rates in old days, wheat
selling at 100 seers, rice at 73 seers and kodon (uncleaned) at
160 seers per rupee, but since the opening of the Bengal-
Nagpur Railway passing through Dongargarh, about 31
miles from Chhuikhadan, prices have gone up considerably
and wheat, rice and kodon are now selling at 15, 12} and 40
seers to the rupee respectively.

218. Consequent on the increase in the price of food
stuffs, the wages of labourers have
risen considerably. The labourers
employed by a gaontia have a quarter share of the outturn
of their labour, and this they distribute among themselves.
Should any gaontia desire to make cash payments, He has to
pay each man Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 per month. s O

Cattle.

Loans.

Prices.

Wages.
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The village servants are the kotwars (watchmen), the
Nai (barber), the Dhobi, (washerman), the Lohar (blacksmith),
" the bdardia (grazier), the Chamair, the Baiga and the
purohit (priest). The Nai gets 10 kidthas of paddy or

kodon from each adult member of the village, besides a
handful of sweepings of the threshing floor for every male
child born. The Dhobi receives four annas at every birth and
death. The Lohir and grazier get 20 %dtkas and one kkand:
of paddy or kodon respectively ; and the latter is also entitled
every fourth day to the milk of every she-buffalo in his herd.
The Chamar is paid one %%andi of kodon per plough and
in return gives two nahras (leather ropes), two pairs of jo
(yoke leathers) and two pairs of bkadais (sandals). The Baiga’s
share is the smallest, being 5 %4atkas of paddy or kodon per
plough and in some villages per family ; but in mauza
Sakarra he holds service land. The priest has to be content-
“ed with whatever is given to him at every marriage or other
ceremonial occasion. A
219. The State cannot boast of any indigenous industry of
importance. In some villages there
are weavers who make coarse cloth.
Coarse blankets are manufactured at Chhuikhadan town.

20. . The total length of the roads maintained by the
State is 18 miles, of which §miles are
town roads. ~ The total cost of main-
tenance is Rs. 1675 every year.

221, All the forests belong to the State. They cover an
area of 15 square miles and lie
mostly in the west on the hills of
the Kanimaira group; only a small block is situated near
Bidora in the north. The Kanimara forests adjoin those of
the Thakurtold and Gandai zamindiris and of the Nand-
gaon State. The chief source of income is from commuta-
tion fees. Teak is the most important tree available in the
forest. Next comes si@j; bamboos are very rare. The
total income from forests was Rs. 2410 in 1906, while the
expenditure was Rs. 192 only.

- 222, No thorough investigation has been made into the
mineral resources of the State.
Building stone and white clay are

avai /a/are n great quantlty

Manufactures.

Communicationse.

Forests.

Minerals.
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223. The major portion of the population are agriculturists
who have to depend upon the rain
for the success of their crops. Natur-
ally therefore whenever thereis a scanty rainfall, famine
is the result. No records are forthcoming as to the occur-
rence of any scarcity prior to 1896. The famine of 1896 was
not very severe, butin 1900 the distress was much felt, and
relief measures had to be adopted. The total amount spent
for this purpose was Rs. 5300.

224. On the subjectof land
revenue settlement Mr. Chapman
in a note states :—

“ In the early part of Mahant Lachhman Das’ rule villages
were leased from year to year. After a few years triennial
settlements were introduced and from 1875 triennial settle-
ments became necessary. The #iekedidrs were respons-
ible for the payment of the ryoti collections to the
State and cultivated the si» land as their remuneration.
They paid a nazarana at the commencement of each settle-
ment. Upon payment of the nasarina the thekedar re-
ceived a paffa together with a pag#i or dupatta or other
article of dress and a pan bira. The thekedar in his
turn executed a Aabiliat¢ which was filed in the State
records. '

¢ At each re-settlement a lump enhancement was fixed
for the village by a panchayat of the neighbouring gaontias
and this was rateably distributed among all the ploughs
in the village by the thekedar. )

* Each tenant held a more or less equal proportion of
each kind of soil. The periodical redistribution of land
called lakhabata seems to have long ceased in practice.
In addition to cash rents each tenant paid to the Chief two
kathas of dkan or kodon on every rupee of rent.. This is
known as the kathena bandhar tax. '

¢ Besides this tax each tenant gave 50 sheaves of thatching
grass or 50 sheaves of grass for cattle per plough to the-
Chief. This is called dandhor grass. Thekedars who were’
relatives of the Chief retained this bandlisr grass for their
‘ own use.

¢ Since the death of Mahant Radha Ballabh Das grass has
‘ not been taken by the State, but the gaontzas of some

Famine.

Land revenue adminjs-
tration.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-



140 CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY STATES.

¢ villages, especially those who are relatives of the Chief, still
¢ take it from the tenants.’

A State official called dudhkar was appointed for each group
of seven or eight villages. He was paid Rs. 2 a month by
the State and was entitled to buy in each of his villages R. 1
worth of grain at half price and his duty was to make collec-
tion of revenue. In addition to the payment of naserana
and the ryoti collections, the thekedar was responsible to the
Chief for the payment of various cesses such as (1) Dase/ra
tika, (2) Pan tika,(3) Urad and Kohra tika, (4) Fagua tika,
(5) Jogi barar, (6) Ghi tika. »

Other taxes and cesses realised by the Chief were, (1)
Khadi, (2) Panpiai, (3) Maroni and Kalas tiija, (4) Chiari-tax,
(5) Ughai or Kualti and (6) Mangta. The 20 years’ settlement
of takoli made by Mr. Chisholm in 1867 expired in 1887.
The Zakoli was then enhanced. Mahant Shyam Kishor Das
demanded rent for sir land from certain gaontias in addition
to the fixed demand ; and on their refusal to pay it, evicted
them. o -

He also demanded nasarana from gaontias at the renewal
of the triennial lease, and several gaonfius became dis-
satisfied with the Chief’s rule. Mr. (now Rai Siahib) Alam
Chand was sent to the State as Government Diwan in 1886.
He seems to have reduced cesses to a lump sum of Rs. 5 in
each village. In 1889 the triennial settlement of 3o villages
expired.

Mr. Muhammad Ismail was sent as Diwan in 1892 with
orders to carry out a summary settlement of the whole
State and also to effect a complete cadastral survey.
Mr. Muhammad Ismail’s summary settlement was tased upon
the Zhandi as the unit of assessment. From 15 to 20 per
cent. of the village assets was left as remuneration to the
thekedar. The kathend bandhar was retained and counted
as part of the rent. Road, school, patwari and dak cesses
were fixed at two annas in the rupee of rent and included in
the jama. The commutation of all other cesses into a
money tax of Rs. 3 per village, introduced by Mr. Alam
Chand, was retained. This was not included in the jama.
When Mr. Muhammad Ismail's proposals were submitted to
the Chief, Shyam Kishor Das, he raised the jama by a stroke
of the pen. The thekedirs refused toaccept the Chief’s terms
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and the whole settlement seems to have fallen through. In
the time of Mr. Muhammad Ismail the pdndhar? tax was
introduced into the State, incomes of Rs. 100 and upwards
being taxed. He also introduced a tax of two annas upon
all mahui trees and a tax of 8 annas per plough on all
agriculturists and 4 annas per house on all non-agriculturists
for the ordinary use of jungle in 26 villages adjoining the
State forest. For other villages regular grazing fees and
a system of licenses were introduced. The Chief meanwhile
continued his policy of taking village after village under kkam
management. The ¢kekedars for the most part succeeded in
keeping the si» land, but as a body refused to accept the
Chief’s terms. Perpetual friction was the result. After the
death of Mahant Shyam Kishor Das, Mahant Radha Ballabh
Kishor Das under the advice of the Political Agent reinstated
20 thekedars of old-standing. The thekedars of fourteen of
these villages were found entitled to protected status,

At the same time five of the #Zkam villages were settled
with new thekedars.

Mahant Radha Ballabh Kishor Das subsequently settled
eight more. During his time the rules as to the assessment
of pandhari tax were assimilated to those in force in British
territory.

The cadastral survey carried out by Mr. Muhammad Is-
mail was revised during 1897-98, and the village records
were attested. Pandit Ganpat Rao was appointed Diwian
in March 1897. In the regular settlement proposals drawn
up by Pandit Ganpat Rao 735 to 8o per cent. of the total
estimated assets was taken as jema in ordinary gaontias’
villages, while in the case of gaontias related to the Chief, 50
to 70 per cent. was taken. The scale of factors adopted was
that used in the Khairagarh State.

The levying of kathena bhandir in kind in all villages
except four ceased from 18¢8. The village dharia paying
kathena bhandar has recently been resumed.

Owing to the famine of 1900, the regular settlement did
not come into force. On the cessation of the famine, when
the assessment proposals were examined it was found that
they were out of date and unreliable. It was therefore
decided to make a summary settlement based on the exist-
ing assets, which was accordingly done.
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In the case of certain relatives of the Chief’s family who
had claims to special consideration the proportion varied from
62 to 75 per cent. of the assets. The result was to advance
the land-revenue demand. The settlement expired on the
31st December 1904.

225. Owing to the minority of the Chief the State is

General administration. administered by a native Superin-

Administrative control.  tendent under the direct control of
the Political Agent, Chhattisgarh Feudatories. The Superin-
tendent is the District Magistrate, District and Sessions
Judge and ex-officio District Registrar. He is assisted by a
‘Tahsildar with second-class criminal powers.

In 1865 the Chief received a senad conveying to him the
assurance that on failure of natural heirs, the British
Government would recognize and confirm any adoption of a
successor made by himself, or by any future Chief of the
State, that might be in accordance - with Hindu law and the
customs of his race. Subsequently the Chief executed an
acknowledgment of fealty by which he undertook to respect
and maintain all rights within his- territories, to attend to
the prosperity of his ryots, to the strict administration of
justice, and to the effectual supression of crime ; to refer to
such British officer as the Chief Commissioner might appoint
any sentence of death or of imprisonment for more than
seven years before he punished the offender, to allow British
officers to pursue in his territory any persons who have com-
mitted offences in British territory, or criminals from British
territory, and to render every assistance in capturing and
delivering up such fugitives ; to represent to a British officer
the case of any person who has committed an offence in his
territory and fled to British or other territory in order that the
offender may be given up ; to pay an annual tribute punctually
and give assistance towards settling the amount payable
when the tribute is from time to time revised ; to levy no tran-
sit dues within his jurisdiction ; to give his subjects no cause
of complaint against injustice and to dispose equitably of any
complaints against his subjecis which may be referred to him
by British officers ; to obey such instructions and accept such
advice as the Chief Commissioner or his officer shall give
him ; to conform and cause his subjects to conform to such
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forest regulations as the Chief Commissioner may be
pleased to prescribe. The Chief also admits that if at any
time, through the misconduct of himself or his successor, the
State should fall into great disorder, or great oppression
should be practised, the Chief who is responsible shall be
liable to forfeiture of his governing powers. He also under-
took to depute a Vakil to be in attendance at the court of the
Deputy Commissioner, Sambalpur, or at any other court
where the Chief Commissioner from time to time might direct.
The Feudatory Chief has the hereditary title of ¢ Mahant.’

226. The staff consists of cne Revenue Inspector and 10
patwaris who are mostly Kayasths
and are intelligent.
227. 'The people are not markedly litigious and the civil
suits are of a simple nature. Crime
is usually of a petty character and
the State is not wealthy enough to attract the professional
criminal. The following British Acts are followed in the
State as far as possible :—

1. Civil Procedure Code.
2. Criminal Procedure Code.

Land Record Staff.

Litigation and Crime.

3. Indian Penal Code.

4. Limitation Act.

5. Stamp Act. .
6. Excise Act.

7. Opium Act.

-8. Forest Act.

9. Arms Act.

10. Police Act.

11. Evidence Act.
228. There is only one registration office and the Superin-
tendent is the ex-officio Registrar.
The average income from this source
for the five years ending with 1go6 was Rs. 110.

229. The outstill system of excise is followed. There are
ten liquor shops and three ganja
and opium shops. The average
income under this head for the past five years is Rs. 5025.

230. The Police staff consist of one Sub-Inspector, one
chief-constable, 5 head-constables,
4 lance head-constables and 22 con-

Registration.

Excise.

Police.
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stables. MOS-E' of the'staff are locally recruited.; There are
3 Station-houses,. at. Chhuikhadin, Bortara and Bidora
respectively.

231. The jail has accommodation for 30 pris’one~rs in-

cluding 6 females. The average
cost of maintenance per head is
" Rs. 31, '
232. [Education is gradually advancing. There are twelve
schools in all, one vernacular middle
school at Chhuikhadian and eleven
rural schools, and the number of pupils on the rolls has risen
from 493 in 1902 to 1147 in 1908, representing about 29 per
cent. of the children of school-going age. ‘

233. There is one dispensary at the headquarters town
in charge of a Hospital Assistant
‘assisted by a compounder. The
average daily number of persons receiving medical relief for
the five years ending with 1906 was 23,

 234. Vaccination is compulsory in the State. There s
only one vaccinator. Re-vaccina-
tion is not popular but the people
do not.object to having their small children vaccinated.

235. The total real income and expenditure of the’ State

Income and Expendi- for the year 1908 were Rs. 63,800

. ture. and Rs. 63,600 respectively. The

principal heads of receipt were land revenue Rs. 46,100,
forests Rs. 2000, excise Rs. 7200, stamps Rs. 2100, miscella-
neous Rs. 3000, loans and interests Rs. 2300, while
the chief heads of expenditure were Government tribute
Rs. 12,000, allowances and assignments Rs. 8400, political
superviéien. Rs. 1500, administration Rs. 7000, forest
establisfmedt Rs. 300, excise Rs. 3700, jail Rs. 1400,
police 'Rs: 3400, education Rs. 2500, medical Rs. 1300,
settlements Rs. 1500, miscellaneous Rs. 4500, public
works Rs. 3700, loans and interest Rs. 12,400.

The Zakoli (tribute) payable by the State was fixed at
Rs. 15,000 for the twenty years ending in 1908. It was
then reduced to Rs. 12,000 for a period of thirty years.

Jail.

Education.

' Medical relief.

Vaccination.
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236. The Kawardha State lies between 21°-50’ and 22°-30/
N. and 80°-50’ and 81°-26' E. with
an area and population of 7¢8
square miles and 57,000 persons
respectively. Itisbordered by the Balaghat, Raipur, Bilaspur
and Mandla Districts and lies on the edge of the eastern
range of the Satpura Hills, The name Kawardha is a cor-
ruption of Kabirdhim, meaning the seat of Kabir, and
Kawardhi is the official headquarters of the Mahants of the
Kabirpanthi sect. More thun half the State tothe westis
covered with hills and forests, the open country Iving to the
east. The hills form part of the Satpurd range and are a
continuation of the Maikal iiills to the north. The passes, such
as Kesmardha, Bel, Kilkila, Bijapani, Rajidhar and Chilpi, ar2
in the wildest and most hilly parts of the State and are, with
the exception of the Chilpi pass over which the Bilaspur-
Mandla road passes, very difficult. The Kesmardha ghat lies
" at a distance of about three miles from the border of the
Mandla District and has an elevation of 3o02g feet. Rabda
hill is the highest peak, having an altitude of 3058 feet.
The principal streams of the State are the Hanp, Phonk,
Sakri, Phen, Halon, Banjar and Jamunia. The first three
flow into the Seonith and the last four into the Nerbudda.
These rivers, owing to their rocky beds and rapid currents,
are of no use for traffic or irrigation. The south-eastern
portion of the open country is most fertile owing to its rich
black soil. The portion adjoining the hills and jungly tracts
of the State is less productive.

237. According to Mr. Vredenburg the geological forma-
tions of the State are the Archaean,
the Kadapah, the Lameta and the
Deccan trap. The basaltic lava flows of the latter formation
constitute the lofty hills in the western part of the State,
forming the south-western continuation of the Amarkantak
plateau. The Lameta limestone forms a thin stratum under-
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lying the basalt. The Kadapah rocks, consisting of lime-
stones and shales of the Raipur group, constitute the plain
in the eastern portion of the State and probably ccrrespond
with a portion of the Kadapah system in Southern India.
Between the Deccan trap and Raipur group there occurs a
considerable outcrop of highly metamorphosed sedimentary
and volcanic beds of Archaean age, such as clay, slates,
‘quartzites and hornblendic schists resembling the Dhiarwar
system of Southern India, and locally known as the Chilpi
beds from their occurrence in the Chilpi ghat along which
the road from the basaltic plateau descends into the plain.
The Chilpi beds are unconformably overlaid both by the
‘Lameta and the Raipur groups. Kawardhi is situated on
the western rim of the Chhattisgarh basin described by
Dr. W. King in the records of the Geological Survey of
India (Volume XVIII, Part IV).

238. The eastern portion of the State is level and under
cultivation; the fields are dotted with
. individual trees or groves of mangoes,
“t.arinds, pipals, mahua and the like. The western portion

occupied by the Chilpi hills is largely covered with forests or
scrub jungle. The leading species met with belong to the
genera Grewia, Zizyphus, Cesearia, Anogeissiis, Adina, Acacia,
Dalbergia, Diospyros, Schleichera, Terminalia and Shorea.
Among forest trees sdj (ZTerminalia fomenlosa) is found every-
-where. Sal (Shorea robusta) is abundant and occupies nearly
one-third of the forest. Nextin point of importanice is bija
(Pterocarpus Marsupium). The harra (Terminalia Chebula)
yields the myrabolams of commerce and is very common.
Mahuai (Bassia latifolia) is found near the outskirts of the
forest. Other trees met with are amaltis (Cassia fistula),
jamrast {Eleodendron Roxburghii), kumhi (Caryea arborea),
koha (Terminalia Arjuna), rohini (Soymida febrifuga), pnlas
(Butea frondosa), kullu (Sterculia wurens), khamir (Gmelina
arborea) and koildr (Baukinia purpurea). '

239. Among wild animals in the forests the tiger is fre-
quently met with. Panther, bear
and wild pig are found in all parts
of the State. The bison is seen in the hills over the ghats.
Sambhar and nilgai occur in most of the jungles. Barking
deer are occasionally seen.at Bhoram Deo, Durdari and

Botany.

Wild animals.
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Bandha. Ducks, grey goose and partridges are very common
ameng birds. ~

240. The rainfall is registered at the headquarters town
Kawardha. The average rainfall
~ during the decade ending 1907 was
38inches. The highest rainfall (over 55 inches) was recorded
in 1892 while the lowest (23 inches) occurred in 1899. The
climate of the plain is more healthy than that of the forest
area, where malaria is very prevalent. Chilpi, Rajadhar and
some portions of the Rengakhar zamindari are cold in
winter and fairly cool in summer,

241. The present ruling family of the Kawardha Statetrace
their descent from the Gondruling
family of Mandla, and are related to
the zamindar of Pandaria in the Bilaspur District, the
Kawardha branch being the junior. In case of failure of heirs
a_younger son of the Pandaria zamindar succeeds. The
State originally belonged to the Bhonda zamindar’s family
who were in subsidiary alliance with the Mandla Raji. It
was afterwards conferred by the Raja of Mandla on
Mahabali Singh, brother of the then Pandaria zamindar,
Prithi Singh, in recognition of the military services rendered
to him against the Raja of Saugor. The story is that both
Mahibali Singh and the Bhonda zamindar helped to defeat
the Raja of Saugor; but when they were summoned to
receive their reward Mahabali Singh induced the Bhonda
zamindar to stay behind, and went alone to Mandla, where he
gave out that the Bhonda zamindar had fled and secured the
-~ State for himself alone. Others say that Mahabali Singh obtain-
ed the State from the Bhonsla king of Nagpur (Raghuji),
for military services. He ruled for fifty years and was then
succeeded by his son Ujiyar Singh, who reigned for about 47
years. On his death his son Tok Singh succeeded, but died
shortly after leaving no male issue. The State was therefore
administered by Tok Singh’s' mother and widow succes-
sively, After the death of the widow Bahadur Singh of
Pandaria, Tok Singh’s nephew, ascended the gaddi. He too
died without male issue. - His nephew Rajpal Singh was the
next successor, but the administration was catried on

" Rainfall and climate.

History.

by Bahadur Singh’s widow during the minority ' of _

Rajpal Singh. Rajpal Sinugh also died without issue and
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Thikur Jadunath Singh, son of Gajpal Singh, the late
zamindar of Pandaria, was recognised as the next successor.
As Thakur Jadunath Singh was then only six years old the
management of the State was taken over by the British
Government, and a Superintendent was appointed to adminis-
ter the State under the direct control of the Political Agent
for the Chhattisgarh Feudatory States, Raipur. The State
remained under direct management till December 1908, when
Thakur Jadunith Singh was enthroned at a Darbar held at
Niagpur. The Khamaria pargana, which now forms part of
the Khairagarh State, originally belonged to the Kawardha
State. It was taken possession of by the Khairagarh Chief
in satisfaction of a debt advanced by him to the Chief of
Kawardhia. Sahaspur Lohara was also formerly a part of
the Kawardha State. It was granted to Son Singh for
the maintenance of himself and his family by Mahabali
Singh.

242. The only thing that is of archaeological interest in
this State is the temple of Bhoram
Deo at Chhapri, a village about 11
miles from the headquarters town Kawardha. It is well deco-
rated inside, and contains several inscriptions which relate to
the events of the eleventh century. On the pedestal of a
statue of Lakshmi Narayan the name of Magardhwaj Jogi is
inscribed. There is a Sanskrit inscription in what is known
as the Mandwa Mahal which describes the origin of the
Nagvansi kings and enumerates some of the kings of the
Nagvansi line. Near Boria there is an old temple of Kankali
which also contains some inscriptions and which was also
visited by that ubiquitous Jogi Magardhwaj.

243. The population of the State in 1901 was 57,200 souls.
In the year 1891 it had been recorded
as g1,000. This abnormal decrease
was mainly due to the heavy mortality during the severe
famine of 18g6. The density of population according to the
census of 1go1 was 81 to the square mile.

244. The prevailing language of the State is the Chhattis-
garhi dialect of Hindi, The Gonds
and Katias speak their own caste
dialects, the Katia language being a corruption of
Marathi.

Archzology.

Population, Statistics.
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245. The major portion of the population is supported by
agriculture and pasture. The rest
depend on service or caste profes-
sions. There are no industries of note, and few people are

Occupation,

engaged in trade or manufacture.

246. Hindus constitute the major portion of the popula-
' tion, There are very few Musal-
mans, Jains or Animists, The
Kabirpanthis are about 5000 in number and the Satnami
Chamairs, 7000.

247. The most important festivals held in the State are

) the Barsait, Hareli, Dasahra, Diwali

Festivals. and Holi. The Barsait is held in

honour of Savitri, the model of chastity and fidelity, and is a
festival observed chiefly by Hindu females.

248. The Chief himself being of the Gond tribe, his tribe
preponderates, forming 17 per cent.
of the population. In numerical
strength the Chamars (1§ per cent.) come next. Then come
the Telis (12 per cent.), Kurmis (19 per cent.), Mehras (g per
cent.) and Lodhis. The Kurmicaste has two subdivisions,
Chandnaha and Desaha, the latter hailing from the United
Provinces. The head of the caste is called kurZa. An out-
casted Kurmi cannot be re-admitted into the society, unless
the kurka himself joins in the caste dinner given by the
outcaste. ‘ :

Widow-marriage is permitted among the Kurmis. The
Marars abstain from drink and eat flesh. They generally
grow vegetables. They are simple in habits and re-marriage
of widows is favoured by ‘them. There is also a caste of
mixed descent called Turkaris, who profess the Muhammadan
religion but observe many of the rules of the Hindus. The
Baksarias call themselves Rajputs. They are so named
because they came from Buxar in Behar. The Rawats of
the State are classified; according to the places they came
from, as Kanaujia, Phuljharia, &c. The Mehras and Gindas
are low caste people and are generally village watchmen,
weavers and musicians. The Baigis in this State are less
civilized than the Gonds. They live in bamboo huts with
grass roofs, arranged in the form of a quadrangle. They
are reputed to have magical powers and never settle at a

Religion,

Caste.
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particular place for any length of time. They generally
make bamboo mats and baskets. A scrap of cloth round
the waist is all the dress that a Baigi male requires, but
their females are somewhat better dressed.

249. The villages generally stand on high land with
tamarind and pipal trees planted
here and there. The site is chosen
often on the banks of a stream so as to obtain a convenient
water-supply, and is of the type common in Nandgaon.
The habits of the people are also the same as in that State.

250. Early marriage is the rule except among the Gonds.
Usually a marriage is celebrated in
the bride’s house,- but in the cass
of Marars, Gonds and Baigas the bride has to go to the bride-
groom’s place for marriage, As a rule the bridal pair are
taken in a doli to the bridegroom’s house after marriage,
but the Telis and Kalars use a buffalo cart instead. The
custom of Jamsena, or the purchase of a wife by serving her
parents for a period of three years, is prevalent among the
Gonds and Baigas. Remarriage of widows is not permitted
among the high caste Hmﬁus. Where such marriages are
permissible, widows are classed under two heads—barand:
(child widow) and 7and (adult widow). Widows of the first
class are remarried with some display, but in the case of the
latter the ceremony is most simple. It is done under the
chiiri system. Divorce is not allowed, but in case a woman
leaves her husband of her own accord or takes another
husband during the life-time of the first, the latter has to give
a caste dinner on pain of being excommunicated. The feast
is locally called a marii-jiti ka bhat, the w1fe being supposed
to be civilly dead in such cases.

251 The three most important families in the State are
those of the zamindars of Renga-
khar, Bhondi and Boria. The
original home of the Rengakhiar zamindar was at Gandai in
the Drug District, but the family moved to the State and
settled first at Mandipar. Thakur Ujiyar Singh, the then
Chief, granted them six villages free of rent. The Gandai
zamindar usurped the Bhimori ilaka of 12 villages. Dongar
Singh under orders of the Chief dispossessed the zamindar
forcibly and himself became the proprietor. He added a few

Social life and customs.

Marriage.
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more villages later on to his estate. The present zamindar is
a young man, but, as he is involved in debt, Tirath Singh
(his uncle) manages the estate, which now comprises 81
villages, of which 48 are inhabited. Champat Singh, the
zamindar of Bhonda, is a Gond by caste and is also much in
debt. The zamindari comprises 37 villages of which 26 are
inhabited. The family of the Boria zamindar are Raj-Gonds
and claim descent from the Nawagarh family of the Mungeli
tahsil. The estate was conferred on Jait Singh whose sister
Thakur Ujiyar Singh of Kawardha had married. The estate
is involved in debt and is managed by the State. The
zamindari comprises 69 villages of which 30 are inhabited.
The forests in these zamindaris belong to the State and not
to the zamindars. Another important Raj-Gond family is
that of Bodhan Singh, a minor, whose sister was married
to the late Chief of Kawardha. He holds five villages on
a quit-rent tenure. These villages were granted to Bodhan
Singh’s father rent-free. This family also claims descent
from the Nawagarh family. Another family of note is that
of the head of the Kabirpanthi sect, Sumaran Dais alias
Dhiraj Nam Sahib. He has been held by the Bombay High
Court to be the legitimate head of the sect, resides at
Kawardha and holds two villages as a lessee. The members
of the sect have, however, apparently deserted him and
follow the rival claimant, Makund Das alias Ugranam
Sahib, who has settled at Dhumakhera in the Raipur
District.

2352. The soil of the State has been divided since 1893
into kanhar Y, ghurri kanhar,
dorsi, maltasi, bhata, palkachhar
and patparkackhar. About 54 per cent. of the soil was
then classed as kankdr I, but -this classification is too
stiff.  Ghurri kanhar is black cotton soil with an admixture
of limestone grit. Dorsa is a mixture of black and yellow
soil. It is devoted to all crops except wheat, and covers 32
per cent. of the cultivated area. Matis? is a yellowish or
brownish soil, while dkdta soil is red and mixed with peb-
bles. Palkackharis the alluvial soil on or below the banks
of a river or a stream. Palparkachhir is hard soil above a
river bank. Fields are also classified according to their
position as ¢ embanked ’ and ¢ unembanked.’

Agriculture, Soils.
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253. Out of the total area 408 square miles are included
in the State forests, 18 square
, miles are classed as not available
for cultivation, and 47 square miles as culturable waste
other than fallow. The remaining area of 235 square miles
was cultivated in 19o6. Since 1893 the occapied area has
decreased by 6 per cent. The total cropped area of 231
regularly settled villages was 120,000 acres in 1906, _of
which 8100 acres was double-cropped area as against
123,000 and 11,200 acres respectively in 1893. The total
cropped area of the three zamindaris and the forest villages
which were not surveyed in 1893 was 19,000 acres in 1906.
In 1893, autumn crops covered about 85,000 acres and spring
crops 49,000 acres as against 82,000 and 37,000 acres in
1906. '

254. According to the figures of 1906 wheat occupied 18
per cent., kodon 45 per cent., cotton
; 6 per cent., rice 15 per cent., and
linseed 3 per cent. of the total cropped area. The cultivation
-of wheat has decreased by 13 per cent. since 1893, while that
of kodon has increased by 17 per cent. Three varieties of
wheat are grown in this State, namely pissZ, katkhia and
hansa. Khairi (yellowish) and pandr: (whitish) are the two
varieties of gram grown; the latter is rare. Kodon has
three varieties. ZLZuora (early)and Jedra (middling) are grown
in the jungly tract and mai (late) in the open tracts. Kutki
is sown in the beginning of August. Rice is the third crop
in importance. Til is sown along with kodon except in the
jungly tracts. There is nothing special in the local methods
of cultivation. Rice fields and vegetable gardens alone
receive manure. [Irrigation is seldom resorted to except for
vegetable gardens and occasionally for rice fields. The
State is making a tank at Borla at a cost of Rs. 10,000
which, it is hoped, will irrigate some three hundred acres.
Wheat land is embanked on the Drug border, but not else-
where.

255. The local cattle are of the usual small Chhattisgarhi
type. Imported bullocks are rec-
koned to last about seven years and
the local animals about five years. The local buffalo on the
other hand is considered hardier and more valuable than

Statistics of cullivation.
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those imported from Mandli and Saugor. A pair of local
bullocks costs from Rs, 25 to Rs. 40 and of local buffaloes
from Rs. 5o to Rs. 80; and a she-buffalo, giving 4 seers of
milk daily, from Rs. 40 to Rs. 70. Ponies are locally bred
and mostly used as pack animals. Riding ponies are sold at
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 30. There are a large number of sheep
and goats. The wool of the sheep is utilized in the manu-
facture of coarse blankets.

At Pondi a market is held especially for the sale of cattle,
but they can also be had at the weekly markets held else-
where.

256. The common and most fatal cattle disease is
rinderpest which caused heavy mor-
tality in 1908. Foot-and-mouth
discase also often appears, but is not fatal as a rule.

257. Until 1804 the people were prosperous and the
demand for agricultural loans
was practically nil. By 1896-97,
however, the credit of many tenants was exhausted and by
1900 the State had advanced about Rs. 26,000 for the
purchase of seed and plough cattle. Land improvement
loans are seldom asked for, but in 1907-8 a sum of Rs. 3000
was given out. Private moneylenders lend at twelve annas
per cent. per mensem on ornaments being pledged, and at
from six pies to one anna in the rupee monthly without such
security. Loansof seed-grain are repayable at the following
harvest with interest at the rate of 25 per cent. in the case of
spring crops, and 50 per cent. in the case of autumn crops.

258. No records are available of prices in old days. In
the last twenty years the prices of -
: rice and kodon have risen by 15 per
cent. These grains are grown for local consumption. On
the other hand, wheat, which is grown for export, has risen
by 41 per cent.

A few years ago gki used to be sold at two to three seers
to the rupee, but it is now selling at the rate of a seer and a-
quarter to the rupee. The price of unrefined sugar has
increased from 24 seers to seven seers per rupee.

259. Wages of late years have risen considerably. "An
ordinary field labourer used to get’
Rs. 2 per mensem until 1896, but
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now receives Rs. 4. If taken on by the year, he receives
Rs. 20 to Rs. 25, supplemented by his wife’s earnmgs
for weeding and harvesting. Farm-servants, graziers and
the ordinary village servants, such as the blacksmith, barber, -
and washerman, are paid at much the same rates as similar
people receive in Nandgaon State.

260. The only factory in the State is a small ginning
factory erected by Messrs. Shaw
Wallace and Company of Calcutta.
’lhe local weavers turn out coarse cloths and the Gadarias
make a few blankets. There are no other industries of note,
except perhaps the dyeing carried on by Chhipas at Piparia.
Cloths for quilts are prepared here and exported to the neigh-
bouring British Districts.

261. The chief exports are wheat, cotton, arkar, ghi, lac,
myrabolams and timber, while the
main imports are cloth, salt, Sugar,
kerosine oil, silver, gold and'spices. No records are avail-
able to show the amount of goods exported and imported,
but it is believed that in a normal year about three lakhs
worth of goods are exported and about two lakhs imported.

262. The first road in importance is that which leads from
Kawardha through Bemetara and
Simga to Tilda, a station on the
Bengal Nagpur Railway distant 54 miles from Kawardha;
but much of the traffic turns off at Simga and goes to Raipur.
The second leads to Dongargarh station through Chhuikha-
din and Khairagarh. From the latter place an alternative
route to Rij-Nandgaon station is available. The third im-
portant road is the Bilaspur-Mandla road which crosses the
State. The first two are second-class roads and the third, is
- a fair weather road. There are also six third-class roads
which are useful for village traffic in the open season. -

263. There are weekly markets at eight villages in the
State, and at Kawardha, Piparia’
and Pondi there are two markets
each week. Pondi is the only important cattle market, the
others are village bazars of the usual type. :

264. The State forests cover an area of 408 square miles,
about-one third of which is occupied
by sil (Shorea robusta). There is now
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practically no teak. The Bengal Timber Trading Company
has taken a five years’ lease of the whole of the s/ forest, and
has during the last three years exported sleepers paying
royalty to the extent of Rs. 40,000 at the rate of eight annas
for each broad-gauge sleeper. The forests below the ghass
are mostly of mixed type. Bamboos are common in the
forests of the Boria zamindiri. The income from grazing
and commutation fees is small. The bulk of the grazing
fees are collected from professional graziers. The grazing
rates are Rs. 12-8 for 100 cows or oxen, Rs. 25 for 100
buffaloes and Rs. 6-4 for 100 goats. The ryots in the forest
tracts have to pay eight annas for nistar, which does not
cover large timber. Of the minor forest produce lac and
harrd (myrabolams) are important as articles of commerce.
Myrabolams are abundant in the Rengakhar zamindari. In
1903 the forest income was Rs. 12,000 and the expenditure
about Rs. 1700. In 1907 (when the Bengal Timber Trading
Company had developed their operations) the income was
about Rs. 32,000 and the expenditure Rs. 3o0o00.

The forest staff consists of one darogid. one dafedar,
7 muharrirs and 11 guards. Besides these, 4 dafedars,
3 muharrirs and 6 guards have been temporarily appointed to
look after the sleeper business.

263. Little is known of the mineral resources of the State.
Iron is found in the Rengakhar and
: Boria zamindiris and worked up
locally to a small extent., Red ochre is also found in the
Rengakhar forests. Lime is prepared from a black stone
found at Kawardha and from the nodules found in the black
soil tract. A little gold washing is done in the Jamunia and
Banjari rivers.

266. Prior to 1896 there is no record of any famine. In
that year the rain was excessive at
the beginning of the monsoon, and
the people, fearing their crops would rot, cut the banks of
their rice fields and let the water out in August. Unfortu-
nately in September and October there was practically no rain
and the rice crop failed for lack ofit. The northern and
western portions of the State suffered severely in con-
sequence. Where there were spring crops, the winter rains
enabled the people to save something, The State finances
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were not in a flourishing condition, but, with the aid of a
loan ot Rs. 25,000 from Bastar State and a gift of nearly
Rs. 7000 from the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund,
the calamity was tided over. Rice was imported from
Burma ; a poor-house, kitchens and relief works were opened,
and cash doles were given to those who could not leave their
homes. In spite of all, however, the mortality was very heavy.
Great difficulty was experienced in inducing the people in the
forest tracts to accept relief at the Kkitchens started for
their benefit. They suffered severely, for it was in this
part of the State that the failure of crops was most complete.
About Rs. 22,000 was given out for the purchase of seed-
grain and bullocks, and this enabled many people to
make a fresh start. In 1899, however, before the State had
recovered from this calamity, the rains failed. Measures
of relief were promptly undertaken ; kitchens were opened in
August when prices began to rise, and relief woiks in Sep-
tember. By the end of the year rice had risen, from its
normal rate of twenty seers, to eight seers per rupee.
Fortunately a good crop of til (Sesamum indicum) brought
some Rs 60,000 into the State and eased the situation.
Altogether Rs. 27,000 were spent on all forms of relief and
nearly Rs. 26,000 were given out for the purchase of seed and
cattle. Even now the State has not recovered fully from the
effects of these famines ; but when there was a partial failure
of the 1907 rice crop the people showed better powers of resist-
ance, and, aided by prompt suspension of revenue and the
opening of a few works on the contract system, went through
the period of stress without any ill effects.

267. On the subject of the land

settlement Mr. Chapman in a note
states i —

Land revenue admin-
istration.

* The unit of assessment in the Kawardhi State was
originally the plough or ndgar. A ndgar of land was the
area which could be kept in cultivation during one season
with two buffaloes or four bullocks, and may be taken as
approximately equivalent to 20 acres. As far as possible
- all tenants had an equal portion of land of each class, and
to ensure this there was a periodical redistribution of the
village lands, a process known asbanfa. Revenue officers
called budhkars, were employed by the State in the assess-
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‘ment and collection of land revenue. Each ludikar had
“ charge of five toten villages. They used to get Rs. 3 or
¢ Rs. 4 per annum for each village in their charge, and in
¢ addition a share of the criminal fines and a small gift on
¢ the occasion of a chari marriage in the circle. Ordinarily
¢ the village jama consisted of the ryoti collections, and the
¢ gaintia held his heme farm free of assessment. The
¢ process of settlement thus consisted of assessing the rent
¢ and distributing it among the tenants. But there does not
¢ appear to have been any permanent ryoti tenure. Tenants
“could be ejected at any time by the guontias if they refused
¢ to accept the rents proposed by gaontias in consultation with
¢ the budhkar and a panchayat. There was no fixed propor-
¢ tion of si» land, the area held by the gaontia depending
¢ upon special circumstances such as his length of tenure and
“his enterprise in improving the village. Gaonfias were
“entitled to free labour at the season of ploughing and
* sowing from all their tenants. The system of regular and
¢ periodical revisions of village jamds seems to have been
‘known for a long time, though not always practised in
¢ Kawardha,

¢ Previous to the time of Rajpal Singh the revision of
¢ jamis was entrusted to a panchayat of neighbouring gaon-
¢ tias assisted by the budhkar. Each tenant’s rent was fixed
¢ in accordance with the plough rate fixed for the village.
¢ The panchdyat also checked the fairness of the division of
¢ the village lands into ploughs. At each revision of the
‘ settlement a small sum was taken from the gaontia as a
‘ mark of allegiance called 6%ez. Whenever the possession
¢ of a village changed hands, nasardna was levied from the
‘ new gaontia and in return the Chief made him a nominal
¢ present of a pagri or other article of dress. Gaontias also
¢ paid bket on the occasion of domestic occurrences in the
‘ Raj family, It is difficult to say what fixity of tenure was
¢ enjoyed by the gaontia. Under the naszarana system, the
¢ gaontias must always have been to some extent at the
¢ mercy of any person who could offer a higher zasarang to
¢ the Chief,
¢ The Baigas, who inhabit the hilly and more inaccessible
¢ portion of the State, used to pay contributions of jungle
¢ produce instead of a cash jama.
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¢ In addition to the village jama the gaontia was respon-
¢ sible for various cesses to be paid to the Chief.

¢ A goat orits equivalentin money was given by each
¢ gaontia at the Dasahra. Another cess was called the sua.
¢ The name is based on some mythological incident when
¢ the goddess Parvati changed herself into a parrot. The
* proceeds of the tax were enjoyed %y the Raja’s daugh-
¢ ters. In old days it used to be the custom for the Rani’s
¢ daughters to send their hand-maidens into the neigh-
‘ bouring villages in the month of Kunwir to dance
“and collect money. The custom crystallized into a regu-
¢ lar tax which was especially -appropriated by the Raja’s
¢ daughters. as their pin-money and for the support of their
¢ retinues.

¢ Another tax was known as gada dor or cart and rope tax.
¢ The supply of each of these articles by each village for the
¢ R3ja’s use was' ultimately commuted into a money tax.
¢ Each village paid a tax called dharmarth for keeping up the,
¢ State temples. In order to keep the Raja's household sup-
¢ plied with provisions, there existed a tax called dkandarkar
¢ which means supplies in kind for the cook-room. Each
¢ village according to its size had 1o provide a certain
¢ amount of provisions at half the market price. These they
¢ were allowed to commute into money payments. In addi-
¢ tion to this supply of grain, the R3ja cultivated a certain
* number of the State villages himself. .

“ There were other sources of income enjoyed by the Raja.
¢ He received a certain sum from persons contracting ckiri
¢ marriages in the State. This carried out a useful purpose
¢ in supplying a sort of system of marriage registration.
¢ The marond, a word derived from the word mandap or
¢ marriage pavilion, was a tax upon all marriages among all
¢ but the three or four highest castes in the State. A tax
¢ was realized from Telis called gkani or oil-press tax, and
¢ another from weavers called mangtia or loom-tax.

¢ Non-agriculturists paid a tax called panpiai. The origin
¢ of this nameis not quite clear. Itis certainly not the
¢ same as the word pandhri, which owes its origin to the tax
¢ imposed by the Maratha Rajas for the repulse of the Pin-
¢ daris. Bazar dues called ughai or chungi were levied on
¢ all articles sold in bazars. . The collection of this tax used
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to be leased on contract. Agarias paid a tax upon their
furnaces. '

¢ Village service lands are held as elsewhere by Lohars,
¢ Nais, Rawats and Dhobis. Lands and villages are held on
mudfi tenure for the benefit of various temples. The Kabir-
panthi sect, which has its headquarters at Kawardha,
used to own two muafi villages, but the muifi grants have
been revoked.

¢ Some thirty years 'ago in the time of Thakurain Rap-
kuar's regency the kkandi was formally jintroduced into
the more fertile portion of the State as the unit of assess-
ment instead of the nagar. The kAhandi is that area of
land the seed capacity of which is that quantity of grain.
¢ The system presupposes the fair distribution of lands of
different classes among the tenants,

¢ [t is a considerable advance upon the primitive system
of assessment by the ndgar, and its introduction shows
¢ that the increased value of land called for a more elaborate
¢form of assessment than had up till then prevailed. .
¢ The first settlement of the State after it came under

¢ Government management was carried out by Mr. Balwant
¢ Rao and came into force in 1888. Prior to this the richer
portion of the State had been cadastrally surveyed. The
method of settlement adopted was as follows :— ,

¢ The whole State for convenience was divided into ter-
ritorial gmups.' The best villages in each group were
selected and enquiries were made as to what the prevailing
rate per Ahandi was in these villages. Comparison was
made with the rates paid in villages of the same class in
the neightouring tracts of Mungeli (already brought under
regular settlement), Lohira, Pandaria and Khairagarh.
A fair rate per Ahandi was then fixed. There was no
classification of soils. It was assumed that each tenant
had his fair share of each kind of land. A general rate
per Ahandi having been fixed in these villages, the general
rate per acre was deduced. A Akandi, that is the area of
land for which 20 %a4tkas of 3% seers each (or 73 seers in
all) were reguisite for seed, was held to be equivalent to
1'40 acres. Each tenant’s holding was already known
and recorded in ac¢res. Each tenant’s total rental was then
easily calculated. The rest of the villages in the group
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¢ were then subdivided into five or six different classes
¢ varying in general fertility and a general rate per acre was
¢ fixed for each, and tenants’ rents calculated and recorded .
¢ accordingly. The other groups in the State were then
‘treated in the same way. ZThekedars were allowed to
¢ retain sir land free of rent up to a limit of 20 per cent. of
‘ the total village area. For any surplus of si» land which
¢ they held they had to pay at the rate per acre fixed for the
¢ village. '

¢ The system of nasarana was abolished except in certain
¢ muafi villages held by the Raj family. All the old miscel-
¢ laneous cesses were done away with. The following fixed
¢ cesses were introduced. They amounted in all to two
¢ annas in the rupee upon the jama :—Patwari cess,one anna ;
‘ road and dik cess, six pies ; school and hospital cess, six
¢ pies. These cesses were, however, only nominal; they
¢ were included in the jama assessed upon each village as
¢ above described. They were not separately levied.

¢ A forest cess called sumeli, which was previously levied
¢ from each village at the rate of 414 per cent. on the jama
¢ was abolished and a regular forest department introduced.
¢ Old service lands and other muafis were retained and en-
¢ quiries were made as to the claims of gaoniia to protected
¢ status. In jungly villages not cadastrally surveyed a rough
¢ assessment was made upon the basis of the ndgar. The
¢ Baigas were assessed at one rupee per Zungia. This
¢ cultivation has always been confined to dehiz or bewar
¢ cultivation. _

¢ The object kept in view at this settlement as stated by the
¢ Commissioner, Mr. Chisholm, was to avoid introducing
‘sweeping changes. The old lines were followed, but they
‘were systematized and the improvements made were of
‘a simple kind, so that they might be easily understood
¢ and worked by the officials of the Feudatory Chief after
‘he was restored to power. The settlement was for five

years.

¢ The next settlement was carried out by Mr. Ramkrishna
¢ Misra, and came into force in 1893. The settlement was
‘ for seven years. It was based upona complete classification
‘ of soils and was made exactly on the lines of a regular
‘settlement in British territory. It gave an all-round
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“enhancement of 21 per cent. For the first time arrangements
‘ were made to systematically provide kotwars with adequate
‘ remuneration, either in land or grain contributions from the
‘ryots. Full inquiries were made into the claims of tkekeddrs
‘to protected status. The status was conferred on alarge
* proportion of the gaontias of the State. Patwari, road and
“ school cessés as at the former settlement were included in
‘ the jamas at the rate of two annas per rupee. Mudfidars
‘had to pay this cess. All miscellaneous cesses including
‘ the Dasahra #ika were abolished.

¢ At this settlement the gaontias’ standard remuneration was
‘ raised from 20 to 23 per cent. of the village assets, and there
‘can be no doubt that this concession and the care exercised
“in the revision of rental enhancements materially helped both
‘gaontias and the tenants during the recent cycle of bad
¢ harvests. '

“In jungly villages the system of assessment by ndgars
“was retained, the rate per ndgar varying from Rs. 4 to
‘Rs. 10. Nothing is now taken from the Baigas of whom
‘“there are about 500 in the State. The only kind of cultiva-
‘tion which they take kindly to is the dakia or bewar cultiva-
‘tion. This was forbidden in 1894, but during the recent
¢ years of famine certain areas were set apart for them in
“which to carry on dakia cultivation, Efforts are being
‘ made to induce them to take to more regular methods of
‘agriculture and several of them have now given up dekia
¢ cultivation.’

Mr. Ramkrishna Misra’s settlement expired in 1goo. The
State had then passed through two severe famines and had
also suffered from a series of unfavourable harvests. " It was
consequently necessary to make a summary r:;xsmn of the
settlement based on the existing assets, and this was done in
1gor. It was found that no interference was necessary with
existing rents. The effect of this revision has been to reduce
the gross revenue demand of the State from nearly Rs. 86,000
to about Rs. 73,000. The net demand after allowing for
mudfis is about Rs. 70,000. The revised settlement ended
on the 3oth June 1go35; but as the State has not yet re-
covered from the evil effects of the past famines, the period
of this settlement has been extended to 3ist December
1609,

11
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268. Owing to the mismanagement of Thakur Rajpal
L Singh and the minority of Thakur
A Seneral Administratlon, 7, dunath Singh, the present Chief,
the State was managed by a
Superintendent appointed by the British Government from
April 1884 to November 1908, when it was restored to
the Chief. The Superintendent exercised the powers of a
Sessions Judge and Deputy Commissioner. He was assisted
by a Tahsildar who had second-class criminal powers and in
civil cases jurisdiction up to Rs. 300. Thakur Jadunith
Singh then had the powers of a second-class magistrate and
in civil cases exercised jurisdiction up to Rs. 50. On being
installed he has been permitted to exercise full powers in
concert with his Diwan who has to be, for the present, a
person approved by the Chief Commissioner.

In 1865 the Chief received a sanad conveying to him the
assurance that, on failure of natural heirs, the British
Government would recognize and confirm any adoption of a
successor made by himself, or by any future Chief of the
State, that might be in accordance with Hindu law and the
customs of his race. Subsequently the Chief executed an
-acknowledgment of fealty by which he undertook to respect
and maintain all rights within his territories, to attend to the
prosperity of his ryots, to the strict administration of justice,
and to the effectual suppression of crime; to refer to such
British officer as the Chief Commissioner might appoint any
sentence of death or of imprisonment for more than seven
years before he punished the offender, to allow British
officers to pursue in his territory any persons who have
committed offences in British territory, or criminals from
British territory, and to render every assistance in capturing
and delivering up such fugitives; to represent to a British
officer the case of any person who has committed an offence
in his territory and fled to British or other territory in order
that the offender may be given up ; to pay an annual tribute
punctually and give assistance towards settling the amount
payable when the tribute is from time to time revised; to
levy no transit dues within his jurisdiction; to give his
subjects no cause of complaint against injustice and to
dispose equitably of any complaints against his subjects
~ hich may be referred to him by British officers; to obey

¢ s,
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such instructions and accept suc*x advice as the Chief Com-
missioner or his officer shall give him ; to conform and cause
his subjects to conform to such forest regulations as the
Chief Commissioner may be pleased to prescribe. The Chief
also admils that if at any time, /through the misconduct of
himself or his successor, the !State should fall into great
disorder, or a great oppression should be practised, the
Chief, who is responsible, shall'be liable to forfeiture of his
governing power. He also undertook to depute a Vakil to
be in attendance at the Court of the Deputy Commissioner,
Sambalpur, or at any other court where the Chief Commis-
sioner from time to time might direct. The Feudatoy Chief
has the hereditary title of ¢ Thakur.’

269. The Land Record ¢ aff consists of one Superinten-
de, ! two Revenue Inspectors and 37
pc ':iris The patwaris are either
“high-caste Hindus or Muh‘ucnjmmadans They are trained in
cadastral survey and are paid Rs. 8 per month.

270. The civil suits are usually of a simple nature
regarding the possession of land
4 bonds for cash or grain loans.
Serious crime is rare,] e professional criminal does: not
appear to exploit this state, and the local man usually con-
fines himself to petty theft, house-breaking, or cattle-lifting
on a small scale.

The provisions of t}e following Acts are observed by the
Courts of the State so,,ar as they can be apphed —

{a) The lextatxou Act, XV of 1877

(6) The Stamp Act, I of 1879.

(¢) The Civil Procedure Code.

(¢) The Criminal Procedure Code.

(¢) The Indian Penal Code.

(f) The Excise Act XII of 1881.

(¢) The Evidence Act.

(2) The Cattle Trespass Act.

271. Before 1906 there were 108 outstills, each with a
shop attached to it, but now there
are only 34 outstills and 43 shops.
The liquor is distilled from the flower of the mahva (Bassia
latifolia). No farf juice is consumed in this State, and there
is no demand for foreign liquor. The opium and ganja

Land Record Staff.

Litigation and Crime.

Excise.
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shops number 14 in each cage. These drugs are purchased
from the British Governmgnt and retailed to the licensed
vendors at the rates paid by wendors in British territory. The
" incomes from country liquor, opium and ganjz were Rs. 6000,
Rs. 4000, and Rs. 300 respectively in 1907 In 1908 the
receipts rose to Rs. 20,206.

272. The sanitation in the/town of Kawardhi is looked
after* by the police assisted by a
per. hapent conservancy staff paid by
the State. In villages the work is supervised by the gaontias
and kotwars under the police.!

273. The Public Works Department is under the control
of the Executive Engineer, Chhat-
tisgarh,,, States Division, Raipur.
Durmg the Government manag ment of the State nearly half
alakh was spent in the construct{ s, of public buildings in the
State. Their maintenance costs al_.ually about Rs. 1000. The
present court-house was built at{a cost of Rs. 17,000. A
new court-house for the Chief is to be erected shortly at an
estimated cost of Rs. 3500, and a palace for the Chief is
under construction and will cost{;@bout Rs. 27,000. A

Sanitation.

Public Works.

dik-bungalow and an inspection §, <thave been recently
constructed. e o

274. The police force consists of one Inspector, 11 head-

) constables and 47 constables, of
Police. .4
whom one isigounted. There are
one police Station-house and six outpix_‘i‘u’ The strength of
the force is one man to every 12 square f..£s and 9goo persons.
275. There are altogether 317 kotwars or village watchmen.
In 1889 their duties and remunera-
tion were for the first time definitely
settled. They receive 50 seers of rice or kodon per plough
each, besides some service land. They also get one pice for
every rupee’s worth of the chief products sold in the village.
- The kotwars generally belong to the Chauhian, Panki or
Gond castes.

276. The jail has accommodation for 52 male and six
female prisoners. The daily average
of prisoners was 20 in 1907, and the
annual cost of maintenance per head averages Rs. 75. The
recognised industries in the jail are oil-pressing and weaving.

Kotwirs.

Jail.
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A garden is attached to the institution in which vegetables
are grown for the use of the prisoners.

277. The State has made some progress in the matter of
education while under Government
management. There are at present
14 primary schools and one Anglo-vernacular middle school
with 1200 scholars. Of the primary schools, two are for
girls. The total expenditure on education during 1908 was
about Rs. 4100. .

278. There is one dispensary at Kawardha with 3 beds.
It is in charge of a Hospital Assist:
ant assisted by a compounder.
During the last ten years 130 persons were treated as in-door
patients. The number of out-door patients for the same
period was 115,000. The number of persons receiving medi-
cal relief in 19c7 was 22,000. Only minor surgical opera-
tions are undertaken here,

279. Vaccination is not compulsory in this State. There
are two vaccinators, besides the
Hospital Assistant who does the
vaccination at headquarters. The number of persons vac-
cinated during 1907 was 2000.

280. The total real income and expenditure of the State in
1908 were Rs. 1,32,200 and Rs.
1,37,500 respectively. The income
was somewhat below the normal, because only Rs. 53,000 was
realized as land revenue instead of the normal demand of
about Rs. 70,000. The other principal heads of income were
forests Rs. 45,200,excise Rs. 20,200, stamps Rs. 3300, pounds
Rs. 3300, loans and interest on investment Rs. 4200 and law
and justice Rs. 1goo. The chief heads of expenditure were
tribute Rs. 32,000, allowances and assignments Rs. 15,300,
political supervision and administration Rs. 14,000, forests
Rs. 4800, excise Rs. 4200, jail Rs. 2000, police Rs. 6600,
education Rs. 4100, medical Rs. 1300, land records and
settlement Rs. %200, public works Rs. 22,600 and loans and
investment Rs. 17,200.

The lakol (tribute) payable by the State was fixed at
Rs. 32,000 for the twenty years ending in 1908, It
was then reduced to Rs. 30,000 for a period of thirty years

Education.

Medical relief,

Vaccination.

Income and Expenditure.




RAIGARH STATE.

281. The Raigarh State lies bekween 21°-42' and 22°-33'N.
' and 82°-57 and 83"-52’E. with an
area of 1486 square miles. The

. name Raigarh is derived from raz,

meaning a species of thorny tree, and garz a fort. Its extreme

length and breadth are 56 and 38 miles respectively. The

Sarangarh State lies to the south beyond the Mahanadi river,

the Udaipur, Jashpur and Gangpur States lie to the north and

Gangpur territory bounds it on the east alone. On the other

sides the State marches with the Bilaspur District. The Mar

and the Sidhi Chauri hills separate it from the Udaipur State.

The whole State isdivided into 3 parganas, viz., Raigarh,

Bargarh and Tamnar. The last contairds the valley of the

Chawardhal range (2644 feet above the sea-level) which traver-

ses the State from west 1o east.. The Mow hill running

parallel to the Sidhi Chaura hill and the Mati hill on the
extreme north enclose the zamindaris of Bugudegi, Lailunga,

Jatra and Mugdega. The hills i the north are for the most -

part clad with forests. Elsewhere they are stony and sandy.

To the south of the headquarters town, Raigarh, lie the fertile

plains of the Raigarh and Bargarh parganas separated by the

Maind river.

The Mahianadi has two tributaries, the Mand and the Kelo,
and forms the natural boundary between the Raigarh and
Sarangarh States. Into this river flows nearly the whole
drainage of the State, a part on the north and west flowing
into the Mand and its afluents, the Kurkut and the Kelo.
The bed of the river opens out here and there into small
oases of alluvial deposits which are utilized for growing
sugarcane, tobacco and vegetables. The elevation of the
State is between 773 and 1245 feet rising from south to north.

282. The State is for the most part hilly. According to the
Geological Survey Report, Barakar
rocks cover 200 square miles in the
north-east of Raigarh. To the east, south and west are hills

Boundaries and physical
features.

Geology.
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formed of the upper sandstones, under which coal measures
pass. Iron-stoneis met with near the village of Badpali
while coarse grits are found in the river section. In the Kelo
section between the gneiss on the one hand and brownish-red
upper sandstones on the other, a concealed interval affords
room for both Barakars and Talchirs. The latter are chiefly
met with at Danot. The highest rocks are sandstones with
three bands of carbonaceous shales. Not far from the mouth
of the Kotaing stream is exposed the top of a coal-seam
measuring about a foot in thickness. For about half a mile
north of the Kotaing there are massive sandstones. Beyond
these there are bedded sandstones with shales more or less
carbonaceous. At Naogaon, the hills present a scarped face
of coarse ferruginous sandstones with some red clay partings.
The Vindhyan rocks in the Mand near Dahjari consist of
quartzites and sandstones.

283. The forests lie in the north. The principal forest
trees are sal ( Shorea robusta), sij
(Terminalia fomentosa ), bija ( Ptero-
carpus Marsupium) and dhanra (Anogeissus latifolia). Tasar
cocoons are reared on sdj. The bark of »hna ( Soymida
Jebrifuga ) is much used for tanning and dyeing. Of other
minor trees the following may be mentioned : —Zendi
( Diospyros tomentosa ), khkair (Acacia Catechu ), kusum
(Schieichera trijuga), shisham (Dalbergia lalifolia), char
(Buchanania latifolia), bahera (Terminalia belerica), eonla
(Phyllanthus Emblica), tinsa (Qugeinia dalbergioides), bhilwan
( Semecarpus anacardium ), kauha (Terminalia Arjuna),
dhaman (Grewia tili®folia), kimhi (Careya arborea), semas
(Bombax malabaricum), mahua (Bassia latifolia), and bamboo
(Dendrocalamus strictus). Of the shrubby vegetation dhanwa
(Woodfordia floribunda), and koraya (Holarrhena antidysen-
terica) are important. In the plain may be met with, among
other trees, mango, mahua, pipal (Ficus religiosa), nim(Melia
Indica), banyan, dumar (Ficus glomerata), biki (Anona
squamosa), kadamb (Anthocephalus kadamba), jimun (Eugenia
Jambolana) and tamarind.

284. Among wild animals tigers are found in small num-
bers in almost all the forests. The
bison is not frequently met with.
Panthers and bears are common in the large hills. Wild

Botany.

Wild animals and birds.
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pigs are numerous. Of other animals generally met with
the following may be mentioned, sambhar, nilgai, kotri,
barking and spotted deer, hare, wild dogs and hyaena.
Wild buffaloes have become extinct. The red jungle fowl,
green pigeons and peacocks are common among birds, and in
the cold weather duck and snipe appear as in the Chhattisgarh
Districts. '

285. At the headquarters town, Raigarh, there is an
observatory, and the rainfall is regis-
tered there. The average rainfall
for the last 17 yearsis 590z inches. The greatest fall of
78°12 inches was received in 1906. Raigarh has the advan-
tage of receiving both the Bengal and Bombay monsoons, a
fact which saved the State from the famine of 1goo. The
climate of the place is warmer in the plain than in the hilly
tracts, and malaria is common in September, October and
November.

286. The genealogical table of the Raj family, so
far as it can be traced, is given
below :—

Rainfall.

Historyv,

Madan Singh
Takhatl Singh
Beth 'Singh
. Drip lSingh
Jujhar Singh
Deonath Singh

Ghansyém Singh

| I | '
Bhipdeo Singh Narain Singh Gajraj Singh

The early history of Raigarh is obscure. But according
to tradition the present Raj family is descended from the old
Gond kingdom of Chianda. Madan Singh, the founder of the
State, is said to have come from Wairagarh, a village in the
Chianda District, and put up with his maternal uncle at
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Phuljhar, whence he removed to Banga, avillage in the
Raigarh State, For some reason he had to leave Bangi
and settle at Raigarh. It is said that he never afterwards
set foot within the boundary of the Banga village. This
ancient custom is still observed by the family, as the im-
pression is that any violation of the customary observance
is sure to be followed by a death in the family as the result
of the divine vengeance of their family goddess enshrined
in the village. After Madan Singh’s death, Takhat Singh
and Beth Singh succeeded him one after another. Drip
Singh was the next ruling Chief, and after him his eldest
son, Jujhar Singh, succeeded. This Chief concluded a
subsidiary treaty witht the East India Company about 1800,
on the annexation by the Marathas of Sambalpur, of which
Raigarh had hitherto been a feudatory. As the result of the
treaty Jujhar Singh had to part with the Padampur pargana
granted to him by the Rani of Sambalpur. He was
succeaded by his eldest son, Deonath Singh, who in 1833 put
down the rebellion set up against the British by Ajit Singh,
the Raja of Bargarh. In recognition of this service, the
zamindari of Bargarh was conferred on himin 1833. Raja
Deonath Singh also rendered good service in 1857 in con-
nection with the capture of the followers of the rebel Sundar
Sai of Sambalpur and also of the notorious Sheoraj Singh
of Udaipur, together with his followers. Raja Deonith
Singh died in 1862 and was succeeded by his eldest son
Ghansyam Singh.

In 1865 Riaja Ghansyam Singh received an adoption senad
and in 1867 a sanad defining his status as Feudatory Chief.
Owing to the Chief’s mal-administiration, the management of
the State was taken over by the British Government in 1885
and was conducted through a native Superintendent under
the direct control of the Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur.
Raja Ghansyam Singh died in 1890 and was succeeded by
his son Bhapdeo Singh, the present Feudatory Chief, who
was bornin 1869. The Government, however, continued
to manage the State till 1894 when Raja Bhopdeo Singh
received the full powers of a Feudatory Chief.

Regarding the acquisition of the Tamnar pargana nothing
is known, but from an inscription at Rijim dated rtr143
A.D., deciphered by Mr. Hira Lal, it is surmised that this
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pargana was originally acquired by one Jagpal, evidzntly
for the Haihayavansi family of Bilaspur.

287. The area and population of the State are 1486
square miles and 174,929 persons
respectively. Out of the three par-
ganas which constitute the State the Raigarh pargana is
the smallest in area, but has the largest population. The
Tamnar pargana, including the sparsely inhabited hilly
tracts, comes next. The average density of population is
117 per square mile, varying from 210 per square mile in
Raigarh to 67 per square mile in Tamnar.

There are two towns and 731 villages. The headquarters
town Raigarh has 6764 inhabitants and next comes Khur-
sia with 1142 souls. The latter is now growing in im-
portance as a commercial centre owing to its proximity to
the railway station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. There
are five villages that contain over 1000 people and one
village which is entirelv uninhabited.

A census has been taken on four occasions, on each of
which there was a definite improvement over the previous
figures. Notwithstanding the famines and the distress of
1896-1897 and 18g9-1goo, followed by the epidemic of
cholera carrying away hundreds of souls, the census of 1gor
showed an increase of 6404 persons.

288. More than 82 per cent. of the population are
natives of the soil. The rest are all
immigrants. About thirteen thou-
sand persons have come from the Sambalpur District, over
five thousand from Bilaspur and about the same number
from other States. The Raipur District has supplied about
500 persons ’

289. The climate of the State may be said to be fairly
healthy. The period from Septembet
to December is generally the season
of malaria and various other diseases. In the rainy season,
bowel-complaints and skin-diseases prevail; while the hot
weather is marked by occasional outbreaks of cholera. Small-
. pox recurs annuaily and was specially prevalent last year.
2go. Excepting the manufacture of coarse cloth and
tasar silk there is no indigenous
industry of any importance. The
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major portion of the population are agriculturists. About
5 per cent. depend on service and over 6000 persons are
employed in oil-pressing.

291. The prevailing language of the State is Chhattis-
garhi Hindi, this being the dialect
Language. X K
of 82 per cent.- of the population.
The rest speak Uriya.

292. Hindus constitute 89 per cent. of the population ;
Animists, 10 per cent., and Muham-
madans less than cne per cent.
Each village has a number of godlings. The goddess Mata
finds her place in the kitchen house in some villages. Thakur
Deo and Kotrapat are enshrined under a tree outside a
village. Almost all the godlings are worshipped through
the Baigas or priests except Dalha Deo and Mahadeo.
Mahadeo receives offerings through a Brahman while Dalha
Deo is satisfied if the master of the house himself does the
worship.

The village priests are generally the Bairigis and Baigas.
The Bairagis are Ramanandis or Kabirpanthis. The Baigas
are the chief village priests of the Gond caste.

The most important festival observed in the State is the
Hareli which comes off on the 15th Badi Shrawan (July-
August). It is on this day that almost all the important
godlings are worshipped. It is a gala day for the tenants
and the blacksmiths.

Chhachera is a festival observed among boys on the 3oth
Pus (December-January). On this day children go begging
for rice from door to door while they cry Chhachera, kothe ka
dhan hera. On the Holi festival day the Baiga by the order
of the gucntia takes one hen, seven eggs, 21 cowries and
some quantity of rice to a place where the /%o/i is to be burnt
and there buries these things in a pit about a foot deep and
plants a castor oil plant on top of thém.

293. The State is the home of numerous aboriginal tribes
many of whom came from Chota
Nagpur. Out of the multifarious
castes the preponderating element is the Kawar tribe. They
constitute about 17 per cent. of the population. They claim
their original home to be Chanda whence they removed with
the Chief’s ancestors. Kawars from their wealth and respect-
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ability affect the importance and dignity of Rajputs and have
split into a number of gofras, some of which have adopted the
sacred thread. Members of the same gofras, like Rajputs,
do not intermarry. The pernicious custom, prevalent among
Hindus of the higher castes, of the marriage of mere children
is spreading among the gofras anxious to imitate Rajputs,
but unsophisticated Kawars only marry when of mature age.
They also eat flesh and drink spirits, but the stricter Kawars
abstain from such impure luxuries. Most bury their dead,
but the Hinduized Kawars burn them. Altogether these
Kawars are a simple primitive people: they are found
in the northern and eastern hills of Chhattisgarh and are
alarmingly superstitious and marvellously obedient. There
is a close resemblance between the Kawars and -Gonds,
and hence the proverb Gond Kawar ki jodi. They have
several subdivisions of which the Paikaras, Kamalvansis, and
Rathias are\chieﬂy found in this State. The name Paikara
originated from patk a soldier. The Kamalvansis (of the
lotus family) assert that their ancestor supplied a lotus
flower to thewr god at his marriage and hence their name.
The Rathias derive their name from the northern tract of the
State called * Rath’. The Kewats are fishermen and expert
swimmers and divers. They ate said to be descended from
Kaiwartas mentioned in Sanskrit books. On the Hareli
festival day they worship their boats. A story runs that
one of their females refused to marry a Rija who was
enamoured of her, and to save her honour burned
herself to death. To commemorate this event, the song
known as ¢ Keotin gita’ was composed at the time and is
sung to this day. The restof the castes are the same as in
the Sarangarh State.

294. The villages generally stand on high ground with
groves of mango trees here and there,
in the midst of which are erected
mud houses with thatched roofs.
The most prominent house in a village is that of the gaontia,
situated in the centre of the village, with a temple close by.
The Ganda and Ghasia castes are isolated in one corner of
the village, Almost every village has two or three tanks for
bathing, drinking and irrigation purposes. The average
population of a village is 228 persons. Many of the villages

Social life’ and cus-
toms.



RAIGARH, 173

are named after their founder while some take their names
from a tree or a plant. There are others, though few in
number, which are named after some deity or animal.

295. Marriages generally take place at an early age.
Among the poor Gonds the bride-
groom elect has to serve out a pro-
bationary period of from 3 to 7 years at his would-be father-
in-law’s place. Among the Rawat caste there seems to be no
age limit in the case of a bridegroom. Cases may be found
where the bride is far older than her spouse. In their mar-
riages the Brahman’s services are dispensed with and the
bride’s uncle (father’s sister’s husband) takes his place.
Among the Telis the elder brother’s widow may marry
her deceased husband’s younger brother, should there be
any, and this custom is prevalent among several other castes.
This system of marriage is called the ckarZ system, and the
widow’s consent is an essential factor. In some families
no formal ceremony is gone through, except that the bride-
groom-elect has to touch the right ear of the widow, who
thereupon becomes his wife.

2g6. Various sorts of amusements are enjoyed by the
villagers, the chief being the Zarma
and sewana. Karmd is a sort of
country dance popular among the Gonds, a short description
of which may be found under in the Sarangarh State. Sawana
is also another kind of dance in which females attired in their
full dress, go about from village to village and dance, each
with a clay parrot on her head.

297. The most important families in the State are those
of the Kawars, Gonds, Koltis and
Agharias. The oldest Brahman
families are the Pande, Behar and Panda. The ancestors of
the Pande family came from Cawnpur. It is said that they
went on pilgrimage to Puri, and on their way back stopped
at Raigarh. Here they took service as Zandkkars (revenue
collectors) during the rule of the then Chief, Jujhir Singh.
The Behar family are Kanaujia Brahmans who came about
the same time from the Mathurd District in the United
Provinces. One of their ancestors is said to have skilfully
driven off the Marathas, for which act he was granted certain
mudfi villages, three of which are still in their possession,
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A branch of the family is at Pendrawan in the Chandarpur
zamindari of the Bilaspur District. The Pandas of Garh-
Umaria are Uriya Brahmans who came from Puri over a
century ago. They own one muifi village and are the
gaontias of three villages. The family of Mr. Kripa Ram
Misra, the present Diwan, settled here about 40 years back.
They are Sarwaria Brahmans of the Rewah State in Baghel-
khand, where they still hold muaf villages. For some years
_ they were at Sarangarh, where their relations still hold rent-
free lands granted by Raja Sangram Singh. There ate nine
zamindaris of which eight belong to Gond families, one zamin-
dar, Jagmohan Singh Diwin, is the present.Chief’s uncle.
“The zamindars are proprietors of their villages and have to
pay only cesses and Zakol/i. The only Sikh family in the State
is that of Shamser Singh, the muafidar of Netnagar and
gaontig of Jhalmala. Bir Singh, Shamser Singh’s father, came
from the Hoshiarpur District in the Punjab and rendered
military service to the then Chief, Deornath Singh, in quelling
the rebellion raised by the Bargarh zamindar against the
British. The 22 villages in the Phuljhar zamindari that
belonged to Shamser Singh were acquired by his father. Of
the Kawar families, the most important is that of Rap
Singh, zamindar of Gurdi, whose ancestors removed from
Korba in the Bilaspur District.

208. The prevailing soil is matasi, a friable loam varying
in colour from. brown to red and
derived from underlying crystalline

rocks. The best mafds? is found in the Mahianadi and the
Mind valleys. In some places it contains an admixture of
gravels. The matdsi with an admixture of limestones is
the worst soil for rice cultivation. Kankdr is the best
soil and constitutes 2 per cent. of the cultivated area. Bhala
is the worst quality of mafass. Black soil is found in some
villages in the west. With reference to position, the land is
classified into bahara, dhondhi, khar and tikra. Tikra is the
“high level land, while the low level land is dakard. The land
situated lower down on a slope is dhondhi, while the land
higher up is called Zkar.

299. Of the total area about 688 square miles or 46- per
cent. are covered with forests, and
115 square miles are included in the

Agriculture. Soils.
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culturable waste land other than the fallows, An areacover-
ing about 494 square miles or 316,160 acres is under cultiva-
tion. The Raigarh and Bargarh parganas are almost all
cultivated, while the hilly tracts of the Tamnir pargana
afford much scope for extension of cultivation. The fallows
cover an area of about 33,217 acres. In the open plain they
are avoided as far as possible. The cropped area was 280,000
acres in 19ob as against 240,000 acres in 1894, showing an
increase of 17 per cent. The double-cropped area was
recorded at 499 acres.

300. Rice is by far the most important crop in the State,
its acreage being 79 per cent. of
the cropped area. The rice grown
in the State is of two kinds, Zaraund on the light and gariuna
on the heavy soils. The best rice is laksimibhog. Raghubar
makarkam, dubriaj. jhiliparvagi, ramkajar, meghai and kanakejar
come under the light soil class. The prevailing system of
cultivation is the broadcast system. The system of trans-
plantation is adopted mainly by the Uriya cultivators.
The /e system prevalent in Sakti is also followed here.
The important pulses grown here are muang (Phaseolus
mungo), urad (Phaseolus wradiatus) and hirwan (Dolickos
biforus). The area under the cultivation of pulses was
379,000 in 1906. The cropped area under til (Sesan:ium
indicum) and other oilseeds was 10,600 acres in 1906. Cotton
is cultivated mostly in the hilly tracts of the State. There is
a definite improvement in the cultivation of hemp (Crotalaria
luncca). Sugarcane is largely cultivated, but wheat and
gram are grown in small quantities only.

301. The irrigation in the State is mainly from the tanks,
which are about 1811 in number.
The irrigation tanks are mostly
katas which are constructed by throwing a bund across
depressions and extending banks at right angles from either
end. .

302. The local cattle are small in size and miserably poor,
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consequently plough cattle have to
_ be imported. Cows are kept chiefly
for breeding purposes, and milk is therefore very dear.
Bullocks outnumber all other animals. Though sheep are
numerous, yet their wool is never utilized. The common

Cattle.
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diseases affecting the cattle are the same as in the Saran-
garh State. In the rainy season diarrhcea is very prevalent.

There is no special cattle market held, but cattle are sold
at the weekly markets held at Kotra, Kondatarai, Saraj-
garh and Gharghoda.

303. Loans -are advanced by the State only in extreme
cases and always for agricultural
improvements and the purchase of
cattle. The system of giving such loans has been introduced
since 1886 when the State was under Government man-
agement. Inferestis levied at the rate.of 6 per cent. per
annum. The people generally do not resort to the State,
since private loans can be had of any amount, there being
several moneylenders here. These firms, however, demand at
times most exorbitant interest. The total sum advanced by
the State up to 1907 was Rs. 21,428, of which amount so
much as Rs. 17,667 was advanced in the famine year of
1900. The whole amount has however been recovered.

304. The guontias of the State are far better off now than
they were before. The Gonds and
Kawars, ‘owing to their intemperate
] and extravagant habits are slowly
being reduced to poverty ; but the frugal Agharias are gradu-
ally becoming more and more prosperous. Proprietary
rights have not been granted to any one in this State. The
fact that a number of villages have changed hands is due to
the deterioration of the poorer Gonds and Kawars.

303. Rice, mang, urad and til are the most important
' crops. About 30 years ago rice
was selling at 128 seers to the rupee,
and the other crops at 6o seers. The advent of the railway
passing through the State has sent up the prices consider-
ably, for rice is selling now at 12 seers and til at 5 seers per
rupee.

306. The increase in the prices of the food-grains is
naturally followed by a rise in wages.
Now an ordinary labourer will hardly
work for less than five rupees a month. The custom of pay-
ment of wages in kind is still in vogue in the case of farm-
servants and field-labourers. The farm-servants are generally
engaged for the year, and paid 18 maunds of clean rice be-
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sides their wearing apparel. Occasionally they receive
advances of money or grain without interest repayable at the
termination of their service. Remission in whole or part of
the principal amount is made in the case of old servants,
according to their length of service. In some cases, about
half an acre of land is tilled by the master at his own cost,
and the harvest goes to the farm-servant. Overtime pay-
ment of 3 seers of cleaned rice is made to a servant for every
night he keeps watch. The female farm-servants work as
casual labourers and are often paid in kind. A common
grazier gets about five seers of uncleaned rice per plough per
month, besides the milk of 'a cow or a she-buffalo from his
herd every third day. He also receives four seers of un-
cleaned rice from each tenant at the end of the harvest season.
The daily wages of field labourers are three annas or two seers
of cleaned rice for a male and ten pice or two seers of un-
cleaned rice for a female.

307. The village servants are the Ginda, the jhankar
(watchmen) the Lohar (blacksmith),
the Nai (barber), the Dhobi (washer-
man), and the purokit (priest). The first two are granted
revenue-free land to the extent of twelve acres. Besides
every cultivator has to pay to them every month two seers of
rice., The rest of the servants are annually paid in kind.
They are also granted extras in the shape of presents on
ceremonial and other occasions. The total cost of cultiva=
tion of an ordinary holding of 16 acres amounts to a little
over Rs. 100 and the outturn is worth about thrice that
amount.

308. The most important industry is the tasar $ilk manu-
facture, for which this State is
well known. The produce goes
largely to Berhampur in Madras. Various sorts of tasar
coatings priced at from Rs. 3 to Rs. 10 or upwards per piece
are exported from Raigarh. The tasar dkotis and saris are of
excellent quality and cost from Rs. 3 to Rs. 6 and Rs. 5 to
Rs. 10 respectively, Next in importance comes the manu-
facture of coarse cotton cloth. Bell-metal utensils are made
by the Uriya Kasers, and there are a fair number of Sonirs
who work in gold and silver, but their products are more sub-
stantial than artistic. Of miscellaneous industries, glass

12
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bangles are largely manufactured by the Musalmans locally
known as ‘Turkaris’. Bamboo mats are also exported
from here. Of late, the Chief has established a saw=mill and
an oil-press.

309. Standard weights are used at the headquarters
town. Elsewhere the local weights
are made use of. Grain is weighed
according to the following measures. One dAurki is 20 tolas,
two bhurkis make one man, four mans make one Zami,
20 lamis make one Rhandi, four khandis are equal to one gona.
Molasses, colton and metals are weighed differently. A par,
which is equivalent to four tolds, is the lowest measure ;
5 pars make one phuli, and 4 phulis equal one bisa or a seer.
The scale used in measuring such articles consists of an iron
bar one cubit long tapering at one of its ends with a brass pan
suspended. It is marked into pars, phulis and bisas. A
khand: of land means the area which can be sown with one
khandi of rice, 7.e., about halfan acre. Earthwork is measured
by the dagn which is equivalent to 40 cubic feet.

310. Altogether 20 marts are held in the State every week.
They are all more or less grain
markets. At Raigarh, Sairajgarh and
Kotra rice is extensively sold. Iron agricultural implements
are sold at Ghargoda, Bhaurabhanta, Bargarh, Tamnar and

Weights and measures.
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Lailunga.

311. Before the advent of the railway a considerable portion
of the traffic used to be carried on in
boats on the Mahanadi, the rest on
pack-bullocks and carts. The chief imports then were salt,
sugar, harcfware, Manchester cloth, Cuttack silk, wheat and
cattle. Of the exports, rice, til and kos@ cloth were important.
Since the opening of the railway in 1891, it has practically
monopolized the whole traffic and consequently the State has
grown in importance as a commercial place. The chief
trading classes are the Marwaris, Banias and the Cutchis.
Messrs. John Miller and Company of Calcutta are exporters
of hemp only. The hemp grown at Sarangarh finds a ready
market here. - :

312. In the year 1890 the Chief transferred to the British
Government certain lands with the
jurisdiction therein, required for the
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Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company. The railway now runs
through the southern half of the State from west to east.
Within a length of 35 miles there are 4 railway stations, at
Raigarh, Naharpali, Khursia and Jamgaon. The Company

are now contemplating the opening of a crossing station at
Kotrapali. The bulk of the traffic goes to the Raigarh and
Khursia stations.

313. The total length of the roads constructed by the
State is 32 miles, of which 3 miles
are metalled. The cost of con-
struction is siated at Rs. 50,000 and of maintenance at
Rs. 3000. The important feeder roads are those that lead
to Sarangarh from Raigarh, from Dhobra to Khursia and
from Khursia to the Udaipur border. In the hiily tracts
goods are transported on pack-bullocks and the northern
portion of the State still needs to be opened up.

314. The forests cover about 46 per cent. of the area
of the whole State. The reserved
forests are situated mostly on the
hills of the Bargarh and Tamnir parganas, while 2 small
block exists to the north-west of Raigarh town. In the
midst of the forest area about g3 square miles are cultivated,
producing rich crops. The forests are generally scattered
and straggling, the boundaries being irregular. The principal
forest tree is sal (Shorea robusta) which grows about 7o feet
high. Besides this, are found in abundance b7z (Pterocarpus
Marsupium), sij (Terminalia tomentosa), tendii (Disspyros
tomentosa),khair (Acacia Caltechu), harva (Terminalia Chebula),
rolina (Soymida febrifuga) and palis (Butea frondosa). The
income from timber was in 1905 about Rs. 6000,but since then
the demand has considerably increased, The principal source
of revenue from forests is from commutation license fees.
The total income from forests was in 1907 Rs. 36,500 and
the expenditure of the year was Rs. 7160.

For administrative purposes the forest area is divided into
4 divisions, v:., Bargarh, Nawagarh, Raigarh and Tamnar,
the headquarters being at Raigarh. The forest .staff consists
of a darogd, a head muharrir, {wo assistant muharrirs, 4
dafedars, 5 naib dafedirs, 43 peons and § watchers. The
private forests, the greater portion of which is in the Tamnar
pargana, cover an area of 73 square miles, of which 17 square
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miles are scrub jungles. According to the wajb-ul-ars
excepting some timber, other trees are obtainable by the ryots
only on license. The gaontias and tenants have equal rights
over the land reserved for grazing purposes.

315. No thorough investigation has been made into the

mineral resources of the State ; but
the mineral products known to exist
are coal, iron, mica and limestone. Coal is found in the
Mand valley about eight miles from the Khursia railway station
on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. Prospecting licenses have
been given to two Indian firms. Ironis manufactured by
native methods to a small extent. Limestone quarries exist
" near the railway.
316, The irrigation in the State is mainly from tanks and
wells which dry up in the hot season.
The geographical situation of the
State is such that it enjoys the benefit of both monsoons, the
Bombay and the Bengal; but should both fail the grip of
famine becomes very severe. Happily such an occurrence is
very rar® in the history of the State. Within living memory
the famine of 1868 was the most severe, and I cannot do better:
than quote the remarks of the present enlightened Feudatory
Chief, Raja Bhap Deo Singh, regarding that calamity :

¢ There are persons still alive who shudder to think of that
¢ dreadful famine. No records exist but the oral account
¢ which can be had, though lacking in accuracy as to
¢ details, is sufficient to give an idea of the extent and
¢ character of the famine. The monsoon burst by the end
¢ of June with a downpour of rain, and it rained cats and
¢ dogs all day and night continuously for 13 days. The rice
‘ which had been sown broadcast completely rotted and the
‘ country was a huge sheet of water. After 13 days’ rain,
¢ the skies cleared up, and the people resumed agricultural
¢ work, but the rain held off until October, when there was a
¢ slight rain, and when all the crops and vegetables had
‘dried up.” The labouring classes were .thrown out of
¢ employment and prices rose. There were no railways or
¢ other communications for the transport of food-grains, and
“food could not be had either for love or for money. The
¢ local supply proved insufficient to meet the demand. The
‘mostr emarkable feature was the swarms of beggars
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- “knocking from door to door. The well-to-do people did
¢ their best to feed the famished, and it was the private charity
“which alone saved the lives' of many persons. But there
‘was no organization to speak of, and no means of trans-
‘ portirfg food supplies, and the result was that the people died
¢ of starvation like flies. Let those who curse the railways
¢ and denounce the present day administration go to the old
¢ candid people who tell their experience of the 1863 famine,
¢and they will know how hopeless the people were then.’

The scarcity of 1896 was not of so appalling a nature, for
the outturn was an eight-anna crop and there was an abund-
ant mahua harvest. The prices of grain, however, rose high.
The situation was promptly met by the Chief who opened
relief works in the shape of tanks and roads, and advanced
loans of seed grain to the value of Rs. 30,000 at a low rate
of interest. Considzrable loans in cash were also granted to
gaontias for the repair of tanks and the purchase of cattle.
Several leading mahdjans also opened alms-houses, and thus
to a great extent helped to mitigate the distress. The
scarcity of 1899-1g0oo was not acute throughout the State. It
was only in the western part of it that relief operations had
to be undertaken, and here advances in cash and kind
amounting to Rs. 84,900 at a low rate of interest were made,

317. On the subject of land
settlement, Mr. Chapman in a note
states as follows :—

¢ The revenue of each village was originally settled in a

‘lump sum, roughly estimated by a panchayat formed of

¢ gaontias and a State official. The whole of the ryoti lands

“was split up into holdings called %k#@nitss for the fair distri-

¢ bution of the State demand. Each holding was given a

¢ relative value based upon its seed capacity. The value was

‘expressed in kkandis. A khandi contains 20 £imbis or 40

¢ seers of rice. . The bkogri land was held revenue-free and no

‘rule appears to have been in force limiting the area of

“ bhogria. Originally settlements seem to have been made

“with the gaontias annually, but subsequently leases were

¢ extended to three years, and nasardna was made payable on

“the renewal of leases. Nazaranas were levied from the

¢ gaontias on account of their dkogrd, but the greater part of

« this ngsarina seems to have been recovered by the gaontias

Land revenue adminis-
tration,
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¢ from the ryots. The amount of nazardna was fixed more or
‘less by comgetition and the system was abused. It was
¢ abolished in 1882. On receiving his pattd, the gaontia
‘presented the Chief with a small sum of money and the
¢ Chief in his turn presented him with pan (betel) wrapped in a
‘ piece of cloth.

‘ The revenue was originally payable in-«comries (one rupee
¢ being equal to 12 doganis of cowries). 1In 1869 whenrevenue
‘ was demanded in rupees the money-value of the cowries was
‘ fixed at 16 doganis per rupee. Thus a village paying
‘ revenue of Rs. 80 in cowries was required to pay Rs. 6o
“in cash. Tundkhars were appointed to collect the revenue
¢ and were responsible for reporting to the Raja the condi-
‘ tion of the villages under their jurisdiction for the purpose
¢ of enhancing or reducing the revenue demand. A Zandkhiri
¢ cess at rupee one per village was levied for their remunera-
‘ tion. Revenue to the extent of one-fourth the total jamai
¢ of each village was paid in kind for the use of the Raja’s
¢ family.

¢ At the Dasahra each village used to pay the Raja a tiku
¢ of rupee one, a goat, 8 tambis or 16 seers of rice and a seer
¢ of ghi. . When the Dasahra #ika was presented, the Raja
¢ presented each gaontia with a pan (betel) and a piece of
¢ cloth called Dasahra Zaz. The other cesses levied were—

‘(1) Mangtha patti at R. 1 per loom.

“ (2) Ghani patti at R. 1 per oil-press.

‘{3) Thanga patti at R. 1 per dairy.

“(4) Gurn tika at R. 1 per village for the maintenance of

the Raja's spiritual preceptor.

‘ (5) Bhitarai tika at R, 1 per village for the harem.

¢ (6) Bahidari tika at R. 1 per village for writing up State

accounts.

“(7) Rakas barar at R. 1,16 seers of rice and 1 seer of oil

per village for celebrating the dancing festival of
Krishna in the month of Kartik.

‘ A distillery fee at R. 1 per chiilha was levied from each
¢ Kalar who distilled liquor. Thus a village was allowed to
¢ keep as many distilleries as there were houses of Kalars.

¢ The people of the State were originally allowed free
¢ access to forests, but in 1878 Raja Ghansyam Singh im-
¢ posed a forest duty at Rs. 2 per village.
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¢ The remarriage of widows was subject to the consent of
the Raja and was made conditional on the payment of a fee
varying generally from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15. The Raja had
also the power to nominate the priests for the various
castes. This was also a source of income to the Raja.
The people were liable to be called upon to contribute
towards any unusual expenditure incurred by the Raja.
Thus each village used to contribute to the expenses of a
marriage in the Raj family and to the cost of an elephant
bought by the Raja.
¢In 1883, after the State was taken under Government
management, the Manager, Mr. Ram Saran Ghose, was
ordered to make a settlement of the State similar to that
‘mace in Bamra. Mr. Ghose first of all devoted himself to
the demarcation of the village boundaries. Steps were
also taken for the conservation of forests. The settlement
of Bamra State was based upon the Cuttack system of
measuring lands with a bamboo 10 ft. 5} inches long.
For assessment purposes the villages were thrown into four
‘classes according to their fertility and general condition,
¢ and the classification of land adopted was:—(1) bakial, (2)
¢ berua, (3) mal and (3) at. Soils were divided into (1) kankar,
(2) matasi, (3) dorsa, (4) bhata. ‘
¢ The average rent-rate per piri or 8 khandis of seed ca-
pacity of land was adopted for each class of village and
the rate for the whole State averaged R. 0-1-8 per kZaendi.
Assessment was made according to the rent-rate fixed and
village papers were prepared showing for each tenant the
area of his land in mans and ganthis and the quality
and position of the land, Parchis or certificates were
given to each tenant showing the number of his fields
with the areas recorded and the total rental payable by him.
¢ The following rule was observed for assessing blogrd
‘land :— '
¢ (1) Where it did not exceed one-fifth of the cultivated
¢ area bhogra land was assessed at one-fourth the
‘ ryoti rate.
¢ (2) Where it exceeded one-fifth, but did not exceed half
“ the cultivated area, b&kogrd land was assessed
¢ at half the ryoti rate. All excess over this was
¢ assessed at full ryoti rates.
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¢ Bhogra land sublet. to tenants is called chkirol. A
¢ sub-lessee is-practically a tenant-at-will of his
¢ gaontia.

¢ For purposes of assessing bkogra land according to the

¢ above method, bhogrd and chhirol were dealt
¢ with together., The rents paid by the chhirol
¢ holders were not touched. Existing payments
¢ were merely recorded, The settlement was
‘made for 5 years with effect from 1st March
¢ 1888. o

¢ All miscellaneous cesses were abolished and the only
¢ cess now payable at 14 annas per rupee on the
‘ revenue represents the patwairi, road and school
“cess. This has been included in the total
¢ jama.’

The result of this settlement was to raise the revenue
from Rs. 23,495 to Rs. 42,627 or by 81 per cent. The
fakoli payable by the zamindirs was not disturbed. In
1891 the cadastral survey and settlement was begun by
Mr. Raghunith Rao. The classification of soil was care-
fully made and assessment was made under the soil-unit
system. The increase of cultivation was 14 per cent. and
the increase in the State demand was 48 per cent. This
settlement was made for 10 years with effect from 1st
January 1895. The gaontias were allowed from 20 to 30 per
cent. of the village assets for their remuneration.

Next a revised settlement in summary form was effected by
the present Diwan, Mr. Kripi Ram Misra with the result
that an all-round enhancement of 23 per cent. was secured
for the Raigarh and Bargarh parganas and 32 per cent. for
the Tamnar pargana. The increase of cultivation as ascer-
tained subsequently was about 45 per cent. This settlement
was made for 12 years with effect from ist January 1906 in
the case of Raigarh and Bargarh. In the case of the
Tamnar pargana it took effect from 1st January 19og. The
revised revenue amounts to about Rs. 33,400 and the incidence
of assessment is five annas per acre.

318. The Dasahra Zika is still in force. Mahua exported
- by rail is subject to duty at one
anna per maund, as nothing is de-
manded for this product at the time of collection, either

Miscellaneous income,
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in the villages or in the forests. The State has the mono-
poly of buying the skins of all dead cattle at the sanctioned
rates, the owner of the skins being permitted to reserve a
portion for his legitimate use. Each villager is required to
pay a commutation license fee of eight annas per plough for
the forest produce taken by him for agricultural purposes.

Out.of g zamindaris a regular settlement has been made
with two, namely, Tariapur and the zamindari of Diwan Jag-
mohan Singh. With the rest a summary settlement has
been made. The zamindars are required to pay fakoli, which
was revised in 1go1 for 7 years. Except Diwan Jagmohan
Singh no zamindar has proprietary rights over the forests
in his zamindari.

Up to the settlement of 1893, the protected status was
granted to 364 gaontias. For each village a wadjib-ul-ars or
record of rights was prepared. The tenure of the gaontia
devolves on one member of his family only. Should there be
two or more heirs of the same degree of relationship, the
eldest will always succeed, provided that an heir, joint with
the deceased gaontia, will have the prelerence over one
separate from him.

319. Ibp the zamindaris the protected status was conferred
on the lessees of 60 villages. The
most important mud/f maintenance
) grant is the estate of 8 villages held

on quit-rent by Padman Singh Dau of Godhi. The other
mudfis are the Brahmattar, the Devattar and the Nanker
comprising 73 villages. Sixteen villages are held rent-free by
the members of the R&j family. Of these villages, eight are
home farms. Cesses are levied on all mudfis except those
held by the members of the Raj family. :

320. The State is administered by the Chief himself assist-

L ed by a Diwan, a Tahsildar and a

Coforal Administrations  Naib Tahsildar. The Chief has the
_ powers of the Sessions and High

Courts inciviland criminal matters and is supreme in revenue
matters. But according to the sanad of 1867, any sen-
tence of capital punishment requires the confirmation of
the Commissioner, Raipur, or such other officer as shall be
nominated by the British Government, before execution. The
Tahsildar is the District Magistrate and his Naib is the Magis-

Special tenures and re-
venue-free grants,
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trate with second-class criminal powers. Under the seanad
the Chief is under the direct political control of the Political
Agent and the general control of the Commissioner, Chhat-
tisgarh Division.

In 1865 an adoption senad was granted to the Chlet and in
1867 a sanad was granted by the Chief Commissioner, Central
Provinces, to him, along with other Garhjat Chiefs who had
not executed any acknowledgment of fealty, by which His
Excellency the Viceroy in Council was pleased to recognize
the Chief (formerly a tributary Chief ) as a Feudatory Chief
and permitted him to govern his own territory in all matters,
whether criminal, civil or revenue, subject to the proviso that
in the eyvent of any offender appearing to him to merit capital
punishment the Chief should, before passing order for carrying
out such sentence, send the case up to the Commissioner,
Chhattisgarh Division, or such other officer as shall be nomi-
nated by the British Government, for confirmation.

At the same time the nomination of the Chief to be a
Feudatory was made subject to the following ‘conditions,
non-compliance with which would involve restriction of the
Chief’s powers:—

(1) That the tribute shall be regularly paid and will
be subject to revision after twenty years or at
any time thereafter that the Government may
think fit.

(2) That any offender from British or other territory
taking refuge in the State shall be delivered up,
that the British officers pursuing criminals in the
State territory shall be aided by the Chief, and
that, in the event of offenders from the State
taking refuge in British or other territory, a re-
presentation shall be made by the Chief to the
authorities concerned. .

(3) That the Chief shall do his utmost to suppress
crimes of all kinds in the State.

(4) That justice shall be administered fairly and im-
partially to all alike.

(3) That the rights of the people of the State shall be
recognized and continued and that on no account
shall the Chief oppress his people or suffer them
in any way to be oppressed.
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’6) That no transit duties shall be levied on grain,
merchandise, or any article of commerce passing
through the State.

(7) That the Chief shall accept and follow such advice
as may be given to him by the Commissioner,
Chhattisgarh Division, or any other officer duly
vested with authority by the Chief Commissioner,
Central Provinces.

(8) That the Chief shall appoint an approved Vakil to
be permanent resident of the Sadar station of the
District, in view to all orders affecting the State
being communicated to him.

(9) That the adkari revenue shall be managed in such
manner as not to interfere with the revenue of the
adjacent British territory, and that if the arrange-
ments do so interfere the Chief Commissioner
shall have authority to raise the Chief’s tribute
by Rs. 500 until his @bkdri arrangements are
again satisfactory. ‘

321. The permanent staff consists of a Superintendent
of Land Records, 4 Inspectors and
28 patwaris. The patwaris are most-
ly local men, g of whom are Brihmans.

322. Here as in other States civil suits constitute the bulk
of the litigation. They are mostly
about possession of immovable pro-
perty and pecuniary transactions. Crime is generally of a
petty nature ; serious crimes occur but rarely.

The Codes of Civil and Criminal Procedure, the Indian
I'enal Code and the Indian Evidence Act are in force in the
State. In all cases the principles of the British laws are
adopted and the Acts chiefly followed are listed below :—

1. Limitation Act.

2. Transfer of Property Act.
3. Indian Oaths Act.

4. Municipal Act.

5. Cattle Trespass Act.

6. Gambling Act.

7. Police Act.

8. Sanitation Act.

g. Forest Act.

Land Record Staff.

Litigation and Crime,
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10. Excise Act.

11. Stamp Act.

12. Court Fees Act

13. Post Office Act.

14. Telegraph Act.

15. Registration Act.

16. Legal Practitioner’s Act.

17. Arms Act.
323. The Indian Registration Act is not compulsory in the
‘ State, yet the people are gradually
coming to appreciate the value of
registration of documents, as is evidenced by the increased
number of registrations effected. The income under this
head was Rs. 135 in 1907 as against an average of Rs. 93
for the previous years.

324. Distillation is carried on under the outstill system.
There are altogether 56 licensed
shops giving one shop to every 26
square miles. In 19o7the license fees amounted to Rs. 26,170.
" They bave, however, been increased since. Opium and ganja
are purchased from the British Government and are supplied
to the retail vendors of the State at Rs. 23-8 and Rs. 6-8
per seer respectively.

325. Besndes the Raigarh municipality there was established
in 1905 a District Council with three
Local Boards exercising control over
primary education, pounds, ferries and village sanitation.
The Council consists of 23 elected and 54 nominated members
and an official chairman. The municipality of Raigarh
consists of 3 elected and 8 nominated members with an
official chairman. The octroi rates are half the rates levied
by the Bilaspur municipality.

326. In Khursia, Pusaur and Padigaon the Sanitation
Rules framed by the Honourable
the Chief Commissioner are in
force. In other villages sanitation s looked after by the
headmen.

327. The Public Works consist mamly of the construction
and repairing of roads and public
buildings; about Rs, 16,000 was
spent under this head in 1907.

Registration.

Excise.

Local bodies,

Sanitation.

Public Works.
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328. The police staff consists of one Inspector, 3 head-
constables and 107 constables.
There are three Station-houses, at
Raigarh, Khursia, and Gharghoda respectively, and eight
outposts. The proportion of the police to the population is
one man to 1561 persons. The cost of the police force was
in 1907 nearly Rs. 11,000. The men are all locally recruited.

329. Each chaukidar holds rent-free land of from 8 to 12
acres and gets two seers of dhan
(paddy) from each tenant. In large
villages there is also a jhankar or assistant watchman.
Altogether there are 609 ckaukidars and 370 jhankars.

330. The jail has accommodation for 126 prisoners in-
cluding 6 females. The average
daily number of prisoners for the
last 4 years ranges from 32 to 42. The cost of maintenance
per head is about Rs. 122 annually., The principal jail
industries are carpet manufacture, oil-pressing and rice
cleaning. '

331. In point of education, the Raigarh State has made a
rapid advance. There are at present
28 schools (including 2 girls’ schools)
with about 3600 scholars representing about 14 per cent. of
the children of school-going age. The girls and low-caste-
boys are exempted from the payment of fees, and books and
slates are supplied to them free of cost. Poor boys, especially
those of the low castes, are awarded monthly stipends
of four annas each. The English middle school has been
raised to the status of a High School and has about a hundred
scholars.

332. There are two dispensaries, one at Raigarh and the
other at Khursia. The latter was
opened in 1906 and named the
Womack Charitable Dispensary in honour of Mr. Womack,
late Polical Agent, Chhattisgarh Feudatories. At present
the dispensaries cannot take indoor patients. The number of
persons receiving medical relief in 1907 was 26,512. All
sorts of surgical operations are taken in hand, and their
number averages 669 annually. The Chief Medical Officer
is an Assistant Surgeon, assisted by Hospital Assistants and
compounders.

Police.

Chaukidar.

Jail.

Education.

Medical,
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333- Vaccination is compulsory in the State. There are
one Inspector and 4 vaccinators.
In 1907 about 4459 persons were
vaccinated and the expenditure under this head was Rs. 671.
334- The real income and expenditure of the State for the
Income and Expenditure. year 1908 was Rs. r.,81,4oo and
Rs. 2,19,000 respectively.  The
chief heads on the receipt side were, land revenue Rs. 40,000,
forests Rs. 43,600, excise Rs. 46,700, taxes Rs. 1600, stamps
Rs. 11,300, law and justice (courts of law) Rs. 1600, jail
Rs. 2700, miscellaneous Rs. 1800, loans and interest
Rs. 1200 ; while on the expenditure side the important heads
-were Government tribute Rs. 4000, allowances and assign-
ments Rs. 49,200, administration Rs. 22,500, forests
Rs. 7600, excise Rs. 9500, jail Rs. 5900, police Rs. 12,600,
education Rs. 8100, medical Rs. 4600, settlement Rs. 6500,
miscellaneous Rs. 12,70c, public works Rs, 66,167, loans and
interest Rs. 8ooo.
The year’s expenditure was heavier than usual owing to
the exceptionally heavy outlay on public works.

Vaccination,
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The Sakti State lies between 21°-3535' and 22°-11’ N.
and 82°-45' and 83°-2' E. withanarea
of 138 square miles. In extreme
length and breadth it is about 2o
miles either way. The name Sakti, meaning power, has a
legendary origin. It is said that once an ancestor of the
present Chief, while out hunting in a jungle, noticed a deer
pursuing one of his dogs. This led him to believe that the
land was ¢the land of power’, so he named his State Sakti.
It is bounded on the north, south and west by the Bilaspur
District and on the east by the Raigarh State. Along the
north of the State extends a section of the Korba range of
hills, and beneath these a strip of undulating plain of the
Chhattisgarh basin tapers to the south. The hilly portion of
the State covers a block of 30 villages towards the north
and west. There is only one river, called the Barai, and
this flows through the town of Sakti.

336. Sakti is situated on the northern rim of the Chhat-
tisgarh basin which includes two
geological subdivisions, the lower
one quartzite with subordinate bands of shale or slate, and
the upper one of shales and limestones occupying the plain
to the south. These rocks probably correspond with a portion
of the Kadapah system of Southern India.

337. The principal forest tree is Shorea rodbusta (sal);
associated with this tree are species
of Butea, Dalbergia, Ptlerocarpus,
Phyllanthus, Terminalia, and Anogeissus. The shrubby
vegetation includes species of Grewia, Indigofera, Woodfordia
and Zisyphus. A

338. Among wild animals bears, spotted deer and ko#r7 are
common. Bears are found in the
hilly parts of the State. Tigers and
panthers are rare. Among birds pigeons are very common.

339. The average rainfall for the past 17 years is 6157
inches and the climate is very similar
to that of Bilaspur.

335-

Boundaries and physical
features.

Geology.

. Botany.

Wild animals.

Rainfall.
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340. The ruling family are Raj-Gonds. The legend is
' that their ancestors were twin
brothers, named Hari and Gajar,
who were soldiers of the Raja Kalyan Shah of Sambalpur,
but they only had wooden swords. When the R3ja heard of
this, he.determined to punish them for keeping such useless
weapons, and in order to expose them, he directed that they
should slaughter the sacrificial buffalo on the next Dasahra
day. The brothers, on being informed of the orders, were in
great trepidation, but the goddess Devi appeared to them in a
dream and said that all would be well. When the time came
they severed the head of the buffalo with one stroke of their
wooden swords. The Raja was delighted at their marvellous
performance and asked them to name their reward. They
asked for as much land as would be enclosed between the lines
over which they could walk in one day. This request was
granted, the Raja thinking they would only get a small plot.
The distances walked by them, however, enclosed the present
Sakti State, which their descendants have since held. The
swords are preserved in the family and worshipped at the
Dasahra. )

'The genealogical table from Hari and Gajar down to the

present Chief is given below :(—
Hari (Gijar died unmarried).

History.

| [
Tara Majhi (1) Cheoguji Majhi.
I

] (2) (not known).
Lalsai Gulibsai

|
(3) Rudra Singh.

Dh i
alnsa‘ _ (4) Udai Singh.
Baijnathsai '
aynathsai (5) Kuvat Singh.
Dudhasai

| (6) Kagan Singh.

Galdaisai Stlxeo Singh=Rani Tejkuarie  (7) Kalandar Singh.

| :
(8) Ranijit Singh.
(9) Rip Nardayan Singh.
The elder branch of the direct line from Hari and Guajar.
ended with Sheo Singh who died without issue. His widow

Rani Tejkuari adopted Kalandar Singh (a cousin of Sheo
Singh) who was recognized as Feudatory Chief. His son
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Ranjit Singh succeeded him, but was deprived of his powers
in 18735 for gross oppression and attempts to support false
representations by means of forged documents, and the
management of the State was assumed by the British Govern-
ment. In 1892 Raja Rap Narayan Singh, the eldest son of the
ex-Raja, was installed as Chief of Sakti on his engaging that
he would be guided in all matters of administration by the
advice of a Diwan appointed by Government. This restriction
was subsequently removed but was re-imposed in 1902,

341. The only place that is of some archazological im-
portance is Gunji, a village situate
about 14 miles away from Sakti
town, where at the foot of a hill there is a 4und (or pool of
water) called Damaudahra which obtains its supply of water
from the neighbouring springs and is said to be unfathomable.
On one side of this pool there is a rock which contains some
inscriptions. Mr. Hira Lal states that their character is
Pali belonging to the 1st century A. D. Not far off from
this Aund there is a village named Rainkhoi which is surround-
ed on all sides by hills. Here, it is said, was the hiding place
of the Raja from the Maratha marauders.

342. The area and population of the State are respectively
. 138 square miles and 22,301 persons.
The density of population is 162
persons per square mile. There are one town and 124
villages, of which three villages are uninhabited.

A census was taken on four occasions. In 1872 the popu-
lation was recorded as 8394 and in 1881 as 22,819. This
abnormal increase is du# to inaccurate enumeration in 1872.
In 1891 the population was 235,374. In 1901 the figure was
22,301 showing a decrease of 3073 persons due to the succes-
sive famines of 1896 and 18gg and epidemics of cholera of
the most virulent type.

343- The climate of the place is fairly healthy and, happily,
for the last five years the State has
been free from any epidemic disease.
Of ordinary diseases, fever claims the largest figure in point
of mortality.

5344- The people of the State are mainly agriculturists.
Except the manufactures of country
bangles and tasar silk cloth there"-

Archaology.

Population, Statistics.

Climate.

Occupation,
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are no indigenous iadustries. The labouring classes are
lazy and will not work if they have a day’s stock of food in
store.

345. Chhattisgarhi Hindi is the dialect of about 22 ,000
persons out of the whole population,
the rest speaking mixed languages.
346. The major portion of the population are Hindus.
There are very few Muhammadans.
The Dasahra festival is observed by
the Chief with great ceremony. The special feature of
this festival is the worshipping by the Chief of the memorable
wooden sword of Hari and Gujar, the founders of the State.
A peculiar custom is also observed on the same day. In the
evening the Chief with all his retinue goes to a- place outside
the town, where the potters have a goat tethered to a tree
hidden in the midst of a temporary bush made of twigs and
tranches of the sompan tree. The parganias armed with
swords make attempts to behead the goat while the potters
retaliate by throwing clods of mud. The winner of the head
of the goat then takes it to the Chief for a4 reward which
is always granted. The trunk: falls to the share of the

potters.
347. The Chief himself being of the Gond caste, his caste

claims the largest number, next
comes the Kawars who were once a
military class. They assert that they are the descendants of the
Kauravas, the opponents of the Pandavas in the Mahabharat,
There are about 700 Dhobis, but as the people seldom require
their professional services, they haYe taken to cultivation.
The aboriginal tribes are the Dhanuhars and the Dhangar
'Oraons who speak their own language, Oraon. The Mowars
are cultivators who derive their name from a place called
Mirgarh in the United Provinces whence they migrated in a
_ body because the local Raja, though he did not belong to thelr
caste, wanted to marry one of their girls.
348. The villages generally stand on elevated ground and
o consist of a group of untidy mud
Sovial life and customs. houses with t}igatchgd roofs. y\Vell-
to-do lessees of villages sometimes have two-storeyed houses
with tiled roofs and take some trouble in decorating them.
The villagers walk about bare-headed. The dress of the

Language.

Religi Ons

Caste.
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females is just the same as in other parts of the Chhattisgarh
plain. _

‘The newar cot of a wealthy person distinguishes him from
the poor. The people generally cook once a day in the
evening and reserve some of the cooked food for their next
morning’s meal.

349. The only important family is that of Nirmal Singh
Diwan whose ancestors are said
to have come originally from the
Punjab side. The title of Diwan was conferred on the family
by the Raja of Sambalpur. The villages constituting the
Sakti State are said to have belonged originally to the
Diwan’s ancestors and to have been surrendered by them
to Hari and Gujar.

350. The soil of the State is generally matasi (yellowish
clay), but black soil is met with in
about 10 villages towards the south
and west of the State. The matasi soil grows mainly rice,
and the light red soil, known as b&kata, grows til and pulses
such as urad, mang and &ulthi. )

351. Out of the total area of 67,046 acres (excluding
forests) 38,895 acres or 53°52 per
cent. of land is under cultivation.
In the forest the cultivated area is 3777 acres. In 1906 the
area in holdings (including fallows of 2123 acres) was
47,016 acres against 45,160 acres as shown in 1893. The
double-cropped area as recorded in 1906 was 1001 acres.

352. In 19og rice was produced in 32,029 acres or 8233
per cent. of the total cropped area.
Rice is thus the chief crop of the
State. The important varieties of rice are parewa, kantha
seld, haslo, baikont, bhurkud and jhili. Jhili is the best rice
but is not grown largely. AParewd is the most common rice.
The broadcast system of sowing is generally followed, while
the system of transplantation is unknown. Under the local
le/ system, land is thoroughly cultivated before the rains.
Rain water is then allowed to collect. When the soil has
become perfectly muddy, rice is sown. The seed capacity of
an acre is 60 Ibs. on the average, and the outturnis ten
times the quantity sown. The sugarcane crop covers an area
of 103 acres only, By the introduction of iron sugarcane

Leading families.

Agriculture. Soils.

Statistics of cultivation.

Statistics of crops.
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mills the State has endeavoured to give an impetus -to
the cultivation of this crop. The spring crops are unimpor-
tant. The people depend a good deal on the mahua (Bassiz -
latifolia) flower as a source of food. There are about 34,coo
mahua trees standing in the villages of the State.
Irsigation. 353. Irrigation in the State is
carried on chiefly from tanks. It
is locally called ckAapa.

354. Cattle are not systematically bred in the State.
They are nearly all imported and
sold at the market . held weekly at
the headquarters town, Sakti. The sale is so extensive
that the income from this, at the rate of 2} pies per rupee of
the sale proceeds, amounted in 1907 to Rs. 1034. The
milch cattle are of poor quality, for a cow only gives half a
seer and a she-buffalo 1} seers of milk in a day. Conse-
quently g7z has to be imported from outside the State.

355. Prior to 1895 the State did not grant any loans for
agricultural improvements. In 1895
about Rs. 2930 had to be advanced
for that purpose. In 1896 and 1goo the State, having run
short of funds, had to borrow from the British Govern-
ment and distributed about Rs. 21,587 among the agricul-
turists, of which amount Rs. 1121 has yet to be recovered.
The interest levied thereon was at the rate of 12} per cent.
per annum, but it had to be remitted under orders of the
British Government owing to the famines. The cultivators

are for the most part poor.

Cattle.

Loans.

356. Since the advent of the
- railway the prices of food-stuffs
have been practically doubled. :

357. An ordinary agricultural labourer gets R. o-2-6 per
day. A female gets from 3 to 4
. rupees per month. Field labourers
are always paid in kind. A farm-servant gets an advance of
from Rs. 10 to 15 and 15 &kandis of paddy as a loan repayable
without interest after a year. Besides thishe gets 1} to 2
seers of paddy daily. In some cases the master cultivates
an acre of land at his own cost and the servant takes the
harvest. A village watchman is paid 15 seers of paddy per
plough or 3 seers of paddy per rupee of rental.

}

Prices.

Wages.
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338. The only indigenous industries that are of any
importance are %4os@ and cotton
cloth weaving and the manufacture
of bamboo baskets or mats.

339. The Bengal-Nagpur Railway traverses the State
for about g9 miles and the head-
_ quarters town Sakti is provided
with a station, but mail trains do not stop at it. The advent
of the railway in 1897 imdoubtedly gave a considerable
impetus to local trade. The chief exports are paddy and
mahua, while cloth, yarn, urad, arZaer, salt, sugar, wheat,
gram, spices, g4z and kerosine oil are the chief imports.

360. There are about 52} miles of roads in all, of which
3 miles are first class, 9 miles
second class and the rest third

Manufactures.

Trade.

Roads.

class.

361. The State forests are not of an important character.
One hardly meets with any valuable
timber. The revenue is chiefly
derived from the people from commutation fees, sale of
bamboos and export duty on minor forest produce.

362. No investigation has been
made into the mineral resources of

Forests.

Minerals.

the State.

363. The bulk of the irrigation being from tanks, the
agriculturists have to depend greatly
upon the rainfall, failure of which
is always the cause of famine. Within three decades the
Stute has had to cope with scarcity five times. The State
funds hardly leave any margin to meet any such exigencies
and as a matter of course the Government advances money
for the relief operations.

364. On the subject of Land Revenue settlement Mr.
Chapman in a- note has stated as
follows :—*The original system of
‘ settlement appears to have been
‘ to lease out the villages for a period of 3 years. The State
‘ demand was fixed with reference to the ryoti rental of the
¢ village. No limit was assigned to the area of si» land held
¢ by the guontia; nasarana was demanded from all gaontias
‘ when a village was leased out or a lease renewed. The

Famine.

Land revenue admini-
stration.
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¢ amount was fixed generally with reference to the condition
¢ of the village and of the gaontia. Theland revenue was pay-
¢ able in two instalments in Magh (January) and Asarh (June).

¢ Benevolences were levied by the Feudatory Chief from
¢ the gaontias when there was a marriage in his family
¢ or when he purchased a horse orelephant. Atthe Dasahra
¢ a fika of one, two or three rupees was presented to the
¢ Chief according to their position by gaontias, well-to-do
¢ tenants, merchants and officials. A summary settlement
¢ of the State was made in 1893 for a period of 5 years.
¢ The villages were demarcated and Akasrds and tenants®
¢ parchas were prepared on the spot. The -method of
¢ enhancing rents was based on acreage soil rates. Ryot-
¢ wari abstracts were prepared for each village showing the
¢ area of each class of soil in each holding, In fixing the
¢ State demand the general rule was to take 8o per cent.
¢ of the village assets.

¢ The result of this assessment was to enhance rents from
¢ Rs. 11,926 to Rs. 14,154 and revenue from Rs. 13,361 to
¢ Rs. 16,746. Cesses were levied at one anna per rupee of
¢ revenue for roads, schools, post and patwiri fund, jointly
¢ yielding Rs. 1046 per annum. The area of si» land was
¢ limited to 20 per cent. of the cultivatgd area and the rest
¢ of the land held by the gaontia was recorded as khudkashi.
¢ The protected status was conferred on 67 gaontias in 1887.
¢ The Rawat, the Dhobi, the Nai hold rent-free service land
¢ varying from 5 to 12 acres. According to the terms of the
¢ wadjib-ul-ars gaontias are entitled to the free use of their
¢ tenants’ plough cattle twice a year, once in Asarh and once
¢ in‘ Kunwar. The summary settlement of the State expired in
¢ 1895 but the Feudatory Chief failed to take.any steps
¢ towards revising it.” In 1904 a revised summary settlement
was taken in hand and completed in 1906. The State
demand according to this settlement was Rs. 22,185 includ-
ing cesses. The current settlement has been fixed for ten
years, and will expire on the 3oth June 1916.

365. The present Chief has to be guided in all matters of
administration by the advice of a
Diwan appointed by the Govern-
ment. The relations of the State
with Government are in charge of a Political Agent, under

General Administration.
Administrative Control.
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the supervision of the Commissioner, Chhattisgarh Division.
The Diwin exercises the power of a District Magistrate in
criminal work and has jurisdiction up to Rs. 1000 in civil cases.

In 1865 the Chief received a sanad conveying to him the
assurance that, on failure of natural heirs, the British Gov-
ernment would recognize and confirm any adoption of a
successor made by himself, or by any future Chief of the
State, that might be in accordance with Hindu law and the
customs of his race. Subsequently the Chief executed an
acknowledgment of fealty by which he undertook to respect
and maintain all rights within his territories, to attend to
the prosperity of his ryots, to the strict administration of
justice, and to the effectual suppression of crime ; to refer to
such British officer as the Chief Commissioner might appoint
any sentence of death or of imprisonment for more than seven
years before he punished the offender; to allow British officers
to pursue in his territory any persons who have committed
offences in British territory, or criminals from British
territory, and to render every assistance in capturing and
delivering up such fugitives ; to represent to a British officer
the case of any person who has committed an offence in his
territory and fled to British or other territory, in order that
the offender may be given up; to payan annual tribute
punctually and give assistance towards settling the amount
payable when the tribute is from time to time revised ; to
levy no transit dues within his jurisdiction ; to give his sub-
jects no cause of complaint against injustice and to dispose
equitably of any complaints against his subjects which may
be referred to him by British officers ; to obey such instruc-
tions and accept such advice as the Chief Commissioner or
his officer shall give him ; to conform and cause his subjects
to conform to such forest regulations as the Chief Com-
missioner may be pleased to prescribe. The Chief also
admits that if at any time, through the misconduct of him-
self or his successor, the State should fall into great disorder,
or great oppression should be practised, the Chief, who is
responsible, shall be liable to forfeiture of his governing
powers. He also undertook to depute a Vakil to be in
attendance at the Court of the Deputy Commissioner, Sam-
balpur, or at any other court where the Chlef Commissioner
from time to time might direct.
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The hereditary title of ghe Chief is Raja and he is not
entitled to a salute.
366. Patwaris were first appointed in 189g. The present
‘ staff consists of five patwiris, one
Revenue Inspector and one Super-
intendent of Land Records.
367. The civil suits outnumber the criminal cases.
Serious crimes occur very rarely.
Litigatii;r; and The following British laws are fol-
| lowed in the disposal of judicial
business in the State as far as may be :—
1. The Indian Penal Code.
Criminal Procedure Code.

Land Record Staff.

2.
3. Civil Procedure Code
4. Evidence Act.

5. Court Fees Act.

6. Limitation Act.
7. Police Act.

8. ExcisesAct.

9. Forest Act.

10. Stamp Act.

11. Cattle Trespass Act.

12. Extradition Act.

13. Gambling Act.

14. Legal Practitioners Act.

15. Registration Act.

16. Arms Act.

17. The Oaths Act.
568. There are altogether 19 licensed liquor shops and
one opium and ganja shop. The
consumption of ganja has apparent-
ly, but not really, increased because the cultivation of the
drug has been stopped in the neighbouring State of Udaipur
and illicit importation has ceased. Opium and ga@nja are now
obtained from outside the State.

369. In the villages sanitation is
looked after by the village watch-
man and in the town by the State.

370. Annually a sum of Rs. 8coo to 10,000 is spent
under this head, and the head-
quarters town has been provided

Excise.

Sanitation.

Public Works.
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with good public buildings including a dispensary, mark.et,
guest house, court house and jail. A new palace for the
Chief is under construction.

371. .The police force consists of one Sub-Inspector, two
head-constables, one lance head-
constable and 14 constables. There
is only one police Station-house and that is at the capital.
Most of the staff are locally recruited.

Police.

372. The jail provides accommodation for 20 male and 6
female prisoners. The daily aver-
age number of prisoners for the last
four years has never exceeded seven.

373- The State 1s very backward in point of higher
education. There are 8 primary
schools with g9 feeder schools at-
tended by about 850 scholars representing 236 per cent. of
tie children of school-going age. The annual expenditure
under this head is about Rs. 1755.

Jail.

Education.

374. There is only one dispensary. Itisin charge of a

Hospital Assistant assisted by a

compounder. The average daily.
number of persons receiving medical help is 43. Only minor

surgical operations are attempted.

375- There is only one vaccinator for the interior parts
of the State. In and about the
headquarters town the Hospital
Assistant does the vaccination. As a rule the people are
averse to vaccination,

376. The total real income and expenditure of the State
for the year 1908 were Rs. 50,000
and Rs. 47,000 respectively. On
the receipt side the chief heads were land revenue Rs. 24,200,
forests Rs. gooo, excise Rs. 10,300, stamps Rs. 1000, law
and justice Rs. 1500, miscellaneous Rs. 4000, while on the
expenditure side the principal heads were Government tribute
Rs. 2200, allowances and assignments Rs. g8oo, admini-
stration Rs. 4200, forests Rs. 1000, excise Rs. 3000, jail
Rs. 1300, police Rs. 2000, education Rs. 1600, medical
Rs. 1000, settlement Rs. 2300, miscellaneous Rs. 1500,
public works Rs. 10,900, loans and interest Rs. 5200.

Medical.

Vaccination.

Income and Expenditure.
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377. The Sarangarh State lies between 21°-21’ and 21°-45’
N. and 32°-56' and 33°-26’ E. with an
area of about 540 square miles. It
is bounded on the north by the
Mahinadi and the Chandarpur zamindari; on the south
by the Phuljkar zamindari ; on the east by the Bargarh tahsil
of the Sambalpur District ; and on the west by the Bhatgaon
and the Bilaigarh zamindaris in the Raipur District. The
headquarters, Sarangarh, is 32 miles from the Raigarh
station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway.

[ts name signifies a bamboo fort, s@reng meaning bamboo
and gark a fort. Prior to the advent of the Gond Chiefs the
name of the place was Sarangpur as is gathered from a
manuscript history of the Phuljhar zamindari. The termina-
tion gark meaning fort was substituted probably when the
first Gond Chief settled there. _

The country is generally level. There are however a few
ranges of hills. The longest range runs from north to-
south dividing the State into two parganas, Sarangarh
and Saria. Saria was granted to the Raja of Sarangarh by
the Raja of Sambalpur in the year 1688 A. .D. This
pargana is important as a rice-producing tract. All over
the State are found circular mud forts surrounded by ditches
which are said to have been put up by the Bhaina Rajas
who settled here before the Gond Chiefs. There are no
rivers running through the State and the drainage of the
whole State flows into the Mahanadi through three streams
running from south to north. There are no large forests
here. _ :

378. The greatér part of the State is occupied by the
ancient sedimentary series of the
Chhattisgarh basin. It consists of
two divisions, a lower one consisting principally of strong
quartzites with intercalated subordinate bands of shale or
slate forming the hill ranges of the main area, and the upper

Boundaries and physi-
cal features.

Geology.
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subordinate division of shales and limestones occupying
the low ground in the neighbourhood of the Mahanadi.
These rocks appear to correspond with a portion of the
Kadapah formation of Southern India. The underlying
archzan gneiss 1s found out-cropping in the south-east
corner of the State. Lateritic soil occurs over the plain near
the Mahanadi.

379. The important forest trees are bija (Plerocarpus
Marsupium) and saj (Terminalia
lomentosa) which are found in
abundance in the forests. Here and there in the forests may
be found khair (Acacia Catechu), bhira, tendi (Diospyros
melanoxylon), bhelwin, aonld (Phyllanthus Emblica), mahua
(Bassia latifolia), harrid (Terminalia Chebula), kahera, kamhar,
bamboo (Dendrocalamus strictus) and char (Buchanania
latifolia), In the open country teak is rare, But the
following trees are commonly found :—Mahua (Bassia lati-
Jfolia), babil (Acacia arabica), ber (Zizyphus Jujuba), bar
and pipal (Ficus indica), nim (Melia indica) and bel (Aegle
Marmelos). ' '

Among creepers chanaor, bansili, siar and parknar are
worth mentioning. Sukl@ grass is the only variety that is
available throughout the country.

350. Among wild animals tiger and panther are few. In
1903 a man-eating panther waskilled.
Deer are never found in Sarangarh.
Among birds green pigeons are plentiful especially in the fruit
season.

381. The rainfall is registered at the headquarters town
Sarangarh. The average fall is
' between 40 and 5o inches. The
temperature is said to vary {rom 116° to 60° F. but no record
has been kept. The climate is generally unhealthy.
~ 382. The tradition is that the Sarangarh Chief’s family
came originally from Lanji in the
Bhandara District but this is doubt-
ful.* Sarangarh became a dependency of the Ratanpur  Rjj
in return for assistance rendered to Raghuji Bhonsla of
Nagpur when the latter was attacked on his way - to
Cuttack by the people of Phuljhar at the Singora pass, and

Botany.

Wild animals and birds.

Rainfall,

History,

1. Vide Balaghat District Gazetteer, Vol. A, p. 48.
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afterwards became one of the eighteen Garhjat States
subordinate to Sambalpur. Kalyan Sai, Chief of Siarangarh,
was recognised as a Raja by the Marathas. The following
is thé genealogical table of the Raj family commencing from
Narendra Sai down to the present Raja :—

Narendra Sai.
|

. Dhar Hamir.
3

Barbar Sai.
Ghlangji.
Udebhan.
Bi?l!hin.
Ud}!o Sai
Kalyl'in Sai (1736-1777)
Vishwlanith Sai (1778-1808)

l i
Subhadra Sai {1809-18135) Gajraj Singh (1829)
| |

Bhikam Sai  Tikam Sai Sangram Singh Ram Singh.
(1816-1827) (1828) (1830-1872,

Bhawini Pratap Singh
(1873-1888)

Raghubar Singh
(1889-1890) |
Raja Jawahir Singh.

Kalyan Sai died in 1777 and was succeeded by his son Vish-
wanith Sai, a brave and kind-hearted administrator. Out
of the many records testifying to his good qualities the
following may be mentioned. In 1778 Alexander Elliot was
sent by the Governor-General of Bengal on an important
mission to the Court of Nagpur. While passing through
the Chhattisgarh States he died of fever on the 12th Sep-
tember 1778. The neighbouring Rajas refused to grant a
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burial place, but Vishwanath Sai agreed to give a plot of
land for the grave, and Elliot was buried at Saler?.

The tomb is still in existence and is kept in order at the
cost of the British Government. For thisact of generosity
the Sarangarh Chief was presented by the Governor-General
with an elephant and a dress of honour. In 1781 Vishwa-
nith Sai received a sanad awarding him the Saria pargana
consisting of 84 villages in recognition of the military service
rendered by him to Raja Jait Singh of Sambalpur. Vishwa-
nith Sai also received as presents from Nana Sahib of
Nagpur an elephant, a horse with full saddlery, a drum and
a mace, for service rendered to him on several occasions.
He died in 1808 and was succeeded by his son Subhadra Sai
who ruled only for 7 years. His two sons Bhikam Sai and
Tikam Sai followed him to the grave one after the other
leaying no male issue. Their uncle Gajridj Singh then
ascended the gaddi. Sangram Singh, son of Gajraj Singh,
succeeded in 1830 and ruled for about 42 years. Raja San-
gram Singh was the first of the family to be recognised as a
Feudatory Chief by the British Government. The Chief
received an adoption sanad in 1865 and in 1867 a sanad
defining his status as a Feudatory Chief. Under the sanad
the Chief was permitted to administer his State subject to
prescribed conditions. He has full powers, criminal, revenue
and civil. In criminal cases however, should any sentence
of death be passed by the Chief, he must send the case,
before carrying out the sentence, to the Commissioner of the
Chhattisgarh Division, or such other officer as shall be
nominated by the Chief Commissioner, for confirmation. The
Chief is under the direct political control of the Political
Agent, Chhattisgarh Feudatories, and general control of the
Commissioner of the Chhattisgarh Division as regards all
important matters of administration. He cannot levy transit
dues on grain, merchandise or any article of commerce
passing through his State. Raja Sangram Singh died

* The tomb bears the “following inscription:—* To the memory
of Alexander Elliot, Esquire, who having been selected at a very early
period of life for the execution of an important commission at the
Court of Nigpur, died of a fever at this place onthe 12th September
1778, aged 23 years, this monument which covers his remains was
erected in testimony of his virtues and of the loss which the State
has sustained in his death by order of the Governor-General of
Bengal.”
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in 1872 and Wwas succeeded by his soh  Bhawani Pratap
- Singh, who was.only 10- years of age: The ‘States was
- managed by his' mother and his cousin Lal Raghubar

Singh. In 1878 owing to the gross mismanagemens of the
State it was taken under Government manigement. In 1883
Raja Bhawani Pratap Singh prayed to be granted the full
powers of a Feudatory Chief. - His request was rejected as’
he was reported tobe unfit to administer the State. The
temporary management by the British Government was there-
fore continued. In 1889 Raja Bhawani Pratap Singh died.
He was succeeded by his cousin Raghubar Singh, father of the
present Raja, Jawahir Singh, born in 1888. The State is
administered by a Native officer as Superintendent under the
control of the Political Agent.* It does not maintain any
military force and the Chief is not entitled to a salute.
383. As to antiquarian remains the only relic that is of
' any importance at Sarangarh s the
temple of Samleshwari Devi which
is said to have been built in the year 16g2. It stands close
to the Raja’s palace. The oldest temples are at Pujaripali
near Saria where there is also an inscription. A copper-
plate inscription of the Sharabhapur kings belonging to the
8th century is in the possession of the Raja.?

384. The area and population of the State are 540 square
miles and 79,900 persons respective-
ly. According to the census of 1go1

the densxty of population is 147 per square mile. The hilly

tracts of the State on the south and south-west bordering the

Phuljhar zamindari and the Sambalpur District are sparsely
.»inhabited, but elsewhere the population is dense. The State

contains one town and 435 inhabited villages. The town of

Sarangarh contains 5227 inhabitants. No village has a

population of 1500 and only 3 (Saria, Sankra and Deogaon)

touch 1000. 4

Archaeology.

Popul ation. Statistics.

3835. . The villages generally stand on high land and the
houses are mud built with thatched

, roofs, These are cool and comfort-
able but dangerous in the event of a fire. Owing to the

Villages.

1 Since the above was written, Rija Jawahir Singh bas been
installed as Feudatory Chief on November 3rd, 1909.

3 See Epi. Indica, Vol. IX, page 281,
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present cheap rates cf limestones and tiles in the State the
people are now beginning to erect more permanent and
substantial dwellings. '

386, A census of the State has been taken on four
. occasions since 1872. The census
Growth of population.

of 1go1 showed a decrease of 3310
parsons which may be ascribed to the famine of 1899 and
an epidemic of cholera in 1897. During the previous decades
there was however a steady increase, mainly to the absence
of epidemics of a severe type.

387. A large number of people from the adjoining British
Districts of Sambalpur and Bilaspur
and from the Feudatory State of
Raizrarh and the Phuljhar zamindari have settled at Sarangarh
for purposes of trade and service.

558. The record of births and deaths during the
years from 19ol to 1906 is shown

Migration.

Vital Statistics.

below :—

* Years, Births. Deaths.
1901 2099 1365
1902 3560 1387
1903 3222 1339
1904 3392 1706
19035 3474 1913
1906 3871 157

The above figures show that the birth-rate was in each
year in excess of the death-rate.

339. During the last six years the State may be said to
have been altogether free from cho-
lera. The years 1903 and 1904 only
record two and four deaths from the disease. Of the other
epidemic diseases small-pox puts in an appearance almost
every year. The highest mortality from this disease (go
deaths) was recorded in 1gor. Proper attentionis being
paid to vaccination. Of the ordinary diseases fever is
responsible for the largest number of deaths, the average
ratio per mille for the last five years being 19. In 1903 the
mortality from fever was recorded at 1878. Bowel complaints
are common in the hot weather when the water-supply gets
low, ophthalmia at the beginning of the rainy season, and skin
diseases, such as ringworm and itch, all the year round.

Diseases.
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390. The prevailing languages are the dialect of Hindi

" known as Chhattisgarhi or Laria, and

Uriya. Nearly 73 per cent. of the

population speak Chhattisgarhi Hindi which is akin to

Bagheli, and about 24 per cent. Uriya. The rest speak their

caste dialect, such as Dhangri, Turi, Kuda, etc. The Gonds"
and Binjhwirs in this State speak Chhattisgarhi Hindi. ’

- 391. The major portion of the people are agriculturists.
The only industry of note is weav-

ing. Kosaz silk and coarse cotton

cloths are produced by the Koshti class, the former for export

and the latter for local wear. There is no distinct carpenter

class. The cultivators prepare the woodwork for their

instruments and houses themselves. There is very. little

demand for leather work, as three-fourths of the people never

wear shoes. The consequence is that very few of the local

Chamars know their hereditary calling. :

392. Hindus constitute g8 per cent. of the population
and Animists 1 per cent. Of Muhama-
dans there are very few and of Chris-
tians none. The Raj-Gonds have adopted Hindu customs
and ceremonies entirely, and wear the sacred thread. Barha
Deo is the god most generally venerated by Gonds and
Rawats. Except madair leaves and black goats all offerings
are acceptable to him. Banjari is a deity whose good services .
are sought by those desirous of a safe journey through a
forest. One Baiga Kewat is worshipped on the road to the
fort. Tradition has it that he found the site and recommended
it to his Raja, because he saw a hare beat off a dog there and
thought that there must be peculiar virtue in a spot which
produced such a powerful and plucky breed of hare. The
Raja approved of the site and, after building his fort there,
sacrificed Baiga and buried him in the approach to the fort.
Hanumain is found enshrined in every village and a large
number of other gods and godlings are venerated. The
practice of saZi has of course long ceased but is recalled by
three days’ worship in the month of Kunwiar, The usual
Hindu festivals are observed. The agricultural year begins on
Akshaya Tritiya (Baisiakh Sudi 3) in April-May, when new
tenants are given leases and farm-servants are engaged.
Betrothals are also generally arranged at this time. Hareli

Language.

Occupation.

Religion.
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1s' another important day for agriculturists. It occurs in
Sawan., The plough and the village tools are worshipped '
and farm-servants are feasted. For the village urchins it
marks the beginning of the stilt-riding season. The Rath-
yatra, when the image of Jagannathji is taken out in its car,
the Nagpanchami, the Dasahra, the Diwili and the Holi are
all generally observed. The Pola festival is not so important
as itis in the Nagpur country, but newly married girls go to
stay with their parents then and return to their husbands at
Diwaili time, o
393. Brahmans (1300 or 1°6 per cent.) are divided into
Kanaujia and Utkali, The Kanaujia
Brahmans hail from the United
Provinces and the Utkali from Orissa. The Agharias (5488 or
= per cent.) belong to the agricultural class. Most of them are
gaontias or lessees of villages. They are a most intelligent
class, skilful agriculturists and very devoted to their lands.
The Agharias are said to have come from Agra and hence
their name. Originally they were Rajputs and their features.
and complexion bear testimony to this. There are two
stories current as to their traditional history. Some
say that their ancestors, who were three brothers, did not
obey the king of Delhi who thereupon ordered their execu-
tion. One of them managed to escape and fled to Orissa.
Another story runs that all three brothers escaped to Orissa
and took service in the Orissa king’s army. To test them
as to their caste the king placed before them two sword
sheaths, saying that one contained a sword and the other
a bullock goad and asked them to 'choose between them.
The three brothers selected the sheath containing the goad,
the result being that they had to part with their sacred
thread and become ploughmen. They marry their children
at a very tender age, between 5 or 6 years, and as a rule
in the month of Magh or Phagun. Widow-marriage is not
prohibited among them. They eat fish and flesh but do
not drink liquor., The Ahirs or Rawats (7049 or 8 per cent.)
generally act as menial servants, but some of them graze
and breed cattle,and sell milk, curds and g4i. The Binjhwirs
(5812 or 73 per cent.) are another caste of people who mostly
live in the jungles. They derive their name from the Vin-
dhya mountains which they claim to have been their original
14

Caste.
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home. Contrary to the ordinary Hindu custem a mar-
riage among them takes place at the bridegroom’s house
instead of at the bride’s. Tattooing on the feet of a
Binjhwar female is extremely essential else she is out-
casted. The Chamars (6066) constitute about 7°6 per cent. cf
the population. They are mainly agriculturists and are often
of criminal propensities. The most impure caste among the
Hindu population is that of Gandas. They are numerically
very strong. One sect, the Prabhua Gaiundas, permit mar-
riage within the prohibited degrees contrary to the Hindu
law. Even brothers are permitted to marry their sisters.
The Malis (gardener class) originally came from Oudh.
" They are subdivided into Bhat Mali and Rajendi Mali. The
Kalirscame from Nagpur. The Gonds (3065 or 4 per cent.)
have two sub-tribes, R3j-Gonds and Dhur Gonds. They do
not require any Brahmans to preside over any religious cere-
monies. Pankas (4126 or 5 per cent.) are low caste Hindus.
They worship Kabir, and hence they are called Kabirpanthi.
~ Adultery on the part of females with one of the castemen is
not looked upon by them as disgraceful. Koltas (4006 or
3 per cent.) are said to have sprung from the Kol family and are
reckoned as high caste Hindus. They speak Uriya. Sawa-
ras are an aboriginal tribe of whom mention is made in the
Sanskrit literature of the Vedic age. Their number is larger
" here than in any other of the Chhattisgarh States. They
have two subdivisions, Lariya and Uriya. A section of the
Uriya Sawaras are very particular about the marriage of
their girls being performed before they attain the age of
puberty ; for according to them a girl can be married after
puberty under the widow-marriage rules only. For this
reason, whenever the Sawara girls are not married in the
ordinary way within the prescribed age, a formal ceremony
is gone through in which an arrow figures as the husband.
After the ceremony is over this arrow is thrown into a river.
The girl thus becomes a widow and can be married as such.
The Sawara has a great reputation for sorcery—Sawara ke
pange, Rawat ke bandhe, i.e., neither the man bewitched by
a Sawara nor the bullock tied by a Rawat can escape. Their
charms called s@bari mantras are said to be specially effi-
cacious in appeasing the spirits of persons who have died a
violent death. Telis (4052 or 5 per cent.)are an intelligent
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class. They are either Uriya or Lariya. The distinctive
feature between the females of the two classes is that a Lariya
woman wears glass bangles on one arm and bead bangles
on the other, whereas the Uriya Telins do not observe any
" such distinction.

394. There is nothing very distinctive in the customs
relating to births, deaths and mar-
riages. Marriages are generally
celebrated at an early age. The girl’s age should not exceed
10. The villages often consist of two rows of houses, one
on either side of a broad road running between them.
Hardly any wells are found, and where there is one its water
is never drunk. Every village has one or more tanks. In the
hot season water is obtained by digging in the beds of the
streams which dry up. The geontias and well-to-do tenants
possess substantial houses with thatched or tiled roofs and
wooden doors. Less prosperous tenants have houses with
bamboo Zatis to serve as doors.

395. The staple food is rice. In the absence of arkiar,

Food. which is not grown here, mung

and urad are wused by wealthy

persons. Only the well-to-do get g4, but til (sesamum)

oil is freely used with vegetables. Parched mahua is used as

a sweet after meals. The forest folk eat young tamarind

leaves and bamboo shoots and many sorts of leaves and
fruits.

396. Villagers generally go about bareheaded. The
women seldom wear a d%ot7 reaching
lower than their knees. The men
wear a dhoti and another piece of cloth flung over their
shoulders. The people have few dances. Kunbis and Telis
perform a dance (damdhor) in which the dancers move back-
wards and forwards clashing sticks together. The Rawats
at Diwali time dress themselves with peacock feathers,
strings of cowries and hollow brass anklgts and go round
the place dancing. The Gonds and horse-keepers have
a song and dance called %a»ma in which both men and
women take part answering each other; liquor flows freely
and the songs are distinctly broad.  Cricket, hockey and
tennis are being encouraged in the town as the young Chief,
Raja Jawahir Singh, himself is a keen athlete.

Social life and customs.

Dress and amusements,
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397. The important families belong to the Gond, Kolta
and Agharia castes. There are
two zamindaris, Dongripali and
Karanpali, the former consisting of 19 and the latter 12
villages, . owned by Chandra Singh and Lalu Pargania
respectively. They have no right over any forests in their
villages.

Leading families.

398. The prevajling soil is a yellowish clay, often
- Agriculture. containing an admixture of sand,
Sr‘;‘;‘fpied"‘“d““°°°“9ied' known as matasi. 1t is the rice
S land par excellence. Urad, mang,
cotton and hemp are grown on the alluvial soil, known
as kanhdr, or on the light red soil known as bdhata.
Rich black- soil is seldom found, and spring crops are
therefore not much grown. In the Saria pargana three
grades of matdsi soil are recognized. The following table
will show the figures of the cultivated and waste land areas
at various settlements :— '

: . Double—
Settlement. Occupied | . Under crop Waste land c?‘gp;ed
ST . Acres. Acres. Acres, Ac
: . res.
1888 .| 128822 | e
1904 .ol 162,224 131,755 30,473 251
1906 .| 162,691 141,303 21,488 3,763

Fields are classed according to their positions either as
bahal, berua, mal or al. Bahal is low-lying land which
receives the drainage of a considerable area, perhaps a mile
or more. Beruais a low-lying land of small area. Mal
is level land embanked on all sides. A¢# is high-lying land
without an embankment. Bakal is considered the most
favourable position.

The area under crop at the last settlement was 137,751
acres out of a total area of 216,502 acres. The occupied
area contributes therefore 75 per cent. and cropped area
81 per cent. of the total. The new fallows were 25,547
acres or 16 per cent. and fallows for more than 3 years were
4926 acres or 3 per cent,
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399. Rice is by far the most important crop, and covers
over 112,000 acreés, an area more
than 12 times as large as that under
urad-mang which is next in popularity. The oilseeds til
- (sesamum) and linseed appear to have gained in popularity
of late years, and so has sen-hemp, while kodon has given
way and now covers 2000 acres only instead of nearly 8ooo
in 1904. Sugarcane is grown nearly in every village but in
small areas only. The Sarangarh cultivators, particularly
the Agharias and Koltas among the Uriyas, are clever and
industrious. They are always ready to spend money on
tanks and embankments for the benefit of their fields and
show much ingenuity in collecting and distributing the water.

They recognize many varieties of rice, which are broadly
divided into three classes, early, middle and late. . The early
division, grown onunembanked high-lying land ripens in about
two months ; the middle division grown on embanked fields
comes to hand in October, and the late crop on the best lands
is harvested late in the year. The rice crops seem to escape
damage by wild animals but sugarcane, juir and maize often
suffer severely from wild pigs and bears. Rice is grown in four
ways. (1) It is sown in June before the monsoon sets in and
allowed to lie until the moisture makes it sprout. (2) It is
sown broadcast after the first rain and ploughed in. This is
known as bafai. (3) The field is allowed to fill with water.
It is then drained, ploughed and cleaned of weeds. The seed
is soaked for 24 hours in water and then putin a warm place.
The heat makes the seed sprout and it is then sown in the
field prepared for it. The plants are later thinned out by
ploughing when the field has again filled with water and the
plants are about a foot or eight inches high. This ploughing
is known as bidsi. (4) The seed is sown in a nursery in June.
The field is well ploughed and kept full of water for a month,
It is then drained and ploughed and the seedlings from the
nursery are planted out. This system gives the best results
and the crop has not to be reploughed.

Manure, chiefly village sweepings, is freely used for rice
and sugarcane. :

400. The locally bred bullocks are small and are unsuited
for heavy work in the rice fields,
Prices range from Rs. 20 to Rs, 4o,

Statistics of crops.

Cattle and diseases.
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A few trotting bullocks are imported at Rs. 100 to Rs. 200
per pair. Buffaloes are used for heavy ploughing and
cart work, Cattle are not generally stall-fed, and get little
but straw and grass with a very little salt to eat. There
are a large number of goats or sheep, kept generally
by Gonds, The wool is not used nor is the dung kept for
manure,

The common diseases that affect the cattle are foot-and-
mouth disease, rinderpest, cow-pox and sometimes anthrax.

401. There are only two cattle marts in the whole State,

' Cattle marts held weekly one at Sarangarh and
) the other at Gar where however the
sale is not very great.

4o2. Loans are given by the State to those who desire to
effect improvements in their hold-
ings. The construction of irrigation
tanks or channels or embankments are the most common
improvements. Such loans are however not in great request.
Many of the gaontias are sufficiently well-to-do to finance
themselves and their poorer neighbours. Loans are also
given to cultivators for the purchase of seed and bullocks.
The demand varies with the nature of the season and the
state of credit. As a rule cultivators prefer to borrow from
their gaontiz or moneylender at a fairly high rate of in-
terest and keep in with him, rather than go to the State
treasury and take aloan at 6} per cent. Although the
gaontias have no proprietary rights they seem to have good
credit. The tenants are virtually in the position of occu-
pancy tenants in the AAdlsa and they too are able to raise
enough money for their needs without difficulty.

403. Rice is the staple food in the State. It was sold at
one rupee per maund before the
advent of the railway. Butnow the
rate is 12 seers a rupee. Agriculturists have benefited
greatly by the rise. Wheat and gram are grown in small
quantities only and are not often in the market. Gur sells
for 8 seers a rupee and kurkuich 4 pice a seer. Milk can
be had for 16 seers a rupee in the town. It is not sold
in villages. Grass is obtained free from the forests. A
cartload of firewood goes for two annas. Timber is rated at
Rs. 10 per hundred poles and bamboos at Rs. 3 a hundred.

Loans.

Prices.
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404. Formerly wages used to be paid in kind, but since
the opening of the Bengal-Nagpur
Railway the prices of food grains
have gone up and necessitated payment in cash. Payment
" of wages in kind is still in force to some extent among farm-
servants. An ordinary cooly gets 2 to 3 annas a day and a
syce 2 to 3 rupees per month. Ordinarily farm-servants and
labourers are not so well off as they were in the days of
universal payment in kind. Farm-servants are usually paid
from 235 to 30 rupees per annum. Their services are specially
requisitioned in April and May. Labourers get from 2 to 24
annas a day during the weeding and harvest seasons. Inthe
off seasons, gaontias and the bigger tenants employ them in
excavating tanks and making embankments. Many of these
labourers have recourse to forest produce and live thereon.

The village servants such as the Chaukidar (village watch-
man), Baiga (chaukidar’s assistant), Rawat (water carrier),
Lohar (blacksmith) and Dhobi (washerman) are granted rent-
free lands at the time of the settlement for the services
rendered by them. Other servants usually get their custom-
ary wages in grain besides small presents on ceremonial
occasions.

405. The State cannot boast of many indigenous. indus-
tries. Tasar and kos@ cloths are
manufactured by the Koshtas. The

Mehras weave cloth of coarse texture, buying yarn from the
mills. Newdris prepared in the jail. Rope manufacture
receives some attention.

406. Certain local weights and measures prevail through-
out the State except at Sarangarh
town, where standard weights and
measures are used. The local measures of grain are :—

Wages.

Manufactures.

Weights and measures.

2 bhurkars = I man

2 mans = 1 seer

2 seers = 1 kath or fambi
20 ltambis = 1 khandi

10 khandis = 1 gond

8 gonas = I pudug

(used in Saria pargana).
A khandi when used in payment of wages is 20 seers.
For other purposes it is 40 seers.
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The measure for gki is as follows :(—
. 40 tolas = 1 charu

‘ 10 charus = 1 khandi

For oil different measures are used, as for instance the
- a@thali which is equivalent to 2 seers, and the adkeld equal
to one seer. The weight of 2 tolas is equal to one karsi;
two karsis make one pab; 5 pabs make one phuli, and 12
phulis make one paseri; and a paseri is equivalent to 3 seers.

407. The chief exports are rice, gram and hemp. Tasar

‘ silk and forest produce such as
mahua are occasionally exported.
Betel leaves are also grown for export. Sugar, salt, kerosine
oil, mill-made cloth and yarn, spices and metals are the
chief imports.

408. There are no first-class roads, but from Sarangarh
second-class roads radiate to Rai-
garh, .Bilaspur, Saraipali and
Sohela. Raigarh on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway is' the
nearest railway station (32 miles from Sairangarh). The
Saria pargana traffic goes to Sarajpura in Raigarh. The rest
of the State sends its produce to Raigarh or Khursia station.
The whole State is cut off from the railway by the Mahinadi
river and traffic is also hampered by the Mand river which
bas to be crossed on the road to Raigarh. In the open
season it is intended to maintain a track. and a bridge
across the Mahanadi river in addition to the present boat
ferry. This will be a great boon to the people. The
carts in this State are rather small vehicles with solid
wheels and are drawn by a pair of bullocks or buffaloes.
Some of the merchandise is still carried by Banjara
caravans, but carts have to a great extent displaced pack
bullocks.' .

409, The State forests cover an area of 202 square miles
and belong to the great sal belt.
They lie chiefly on the range of
hills running north and south between the Sarangarh and
Saria parganas and on the Phuljhar border. The best of the
sal (Shorea robusta) in accessible places has been removed.
The other species most commonly found are saj (Terminalia
tomentosa), dhaura (Anogeissus latifolia), tendi (Diospyros
fomentosa), aonld (Phyllanthus Emblica), char (Buchanania

Trade.

Communications.

Forests.
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latifolia). There is some myrabollam, but it is not important.
Lac also is rarely grown, and then only on palis. Bamboos
are found in most parts of the forests. Kalang bamboos
are grown on the bank of the Ghogra nala in Sarangarh
town and are said to be fairly plentiful in the forest near
Turipara and Saraipali. The income from the State forests
is about Rs. 10,000 and the expenditure about Rs. 2200.
The people are allowed to remove mahua and fruits free
of charge.

410, No thorough investigation has been made into the
mineral resources of the State.
Some iron is found in two or three
localities and is manufactured by native methods, but English
iron is generally used. Gold washing used to be carried
on about ten years ago in the bed of the Mahanadi, butis
now discontinued. Mica of an inferior quality has been
found near the roadside at Jhikapili on the Baramkela-
Sohela road. A good stone is found in a quarry near
Sarangarh. It is used for building purposes and for the
manufacture of lime.

411. As to the occurrence of any scarcity.no record is
forthcoming prior to 1835. The
famine of 1897, which was severe
throughout the Central Provinces, did not affect the State
greatly. The famine of 1900 was of a more severe type and
the distress was aggravated by an epidemic of cholera.
Various measures of relief had to be resorted to at a cost to
the State of about Rs. 21,000, and loans were made to the
agriculturists to the amount of about Rs. 19,000. The
result was satisfactory and the State seems to have recovered
altogether from the effects of the famine.

412.  On the subject of land settle-
ment Mr. Chapman in a note has
stated :—

‘ Until 1838 the Sarangarh Rajas seem to have made annual
¢ settlements with their gaontias which was extended to 3 and
‘5 years. The unit of measurement in .the State seems
¢ always to have been the Zkkandi, i.e., an amount of land
‘ requiring a khandi of seed-grain to sow it. From time
¢ immemorial the Sarangarh villages have been divided up by
¢ the cultivators among themselves for purposes of distribu-

Minerals.

Famine.

Land revenue admm-
istration.
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‘ tion of land and assessment of rent into blocks of land of
¢ similar class called %%ars. Each tenant used to hold as far
¢ as possible an amount of land of each class proportionate
‘ tothe size of his whole holding. The officials appointed
‘by the State to supervise ryots’ assessment and the
‘ payment of jama by the gaontias were called pandkhars.
¢ They were paid by cess called pandkhari. The ryoti rent
¢ constituted as a rule the revenue of the village. The
¢ gaontia enjoyed the bhogra land in return for his services
‘in managing the village, and collecting rents for the
¢ State. Where his dhogra was insufficient, he received a
¢ drawback upon the ryoti rents. The gaontia paid down
“a lump-sum for his bdkogra at the commencement of
¢ his lease called nezarina. Enhancements of ryoti rents
¢ were made at the instance of pandkhars, whose duty it was
‘ to watch the progress of cultivation in the villages in their
¢ charge. The actual enhancement of ryots’ rents was fixed
¢ by the R3ja in consultation with a paenchdyal of neighbour-
‘ing gaonfias. The enhancement was fixed in a lump-sum
¢ for the whole ryoti land of the village. This the tenants
¢ distributed among themselves without difficulty, through
¢ the system of Z&uts or shares into which the cultivation was
¢ divided. The gaontiz used to receive his pafld in open
¢ Darbar when he presented the Raja with a small sum of
‘ money as a mark of allegiance called pantikz, the Raja in
¢ his turn presenting him with a pan leaf wrapped in a cloth.
¢ A considerable portion of the rents used to be paid in kind,
‘ the actual amount being regulated by the Raja’s require-
‘ ments, each village providing such things as oil, cotton, til, .
¢ pulses, urad, gur, gram, wheat and rice according to its
¢ capacities. At the Dasahra, each village used to present to
‘ the Raja a #i%a of one rupge, a goat and a seer of ghi. The
‘only villages excused from paying the Zika were Deotar
¢ and Brahmattar muafi villages, i.e., villages held muafi for
¢ the service of the gods and for the benefit of a Brahman.

¢ Until the year 1869 the land revenue had been paid in
* cowries (one rupee being equivalent to 12 doganis of
¢ cowries). In 1869 Raja Sangram Singh ordered that the
‘ revenue should in future be paid in rupees. This involved
¢ an all-round enhancement of 50 per cent. in the revenue.
¢ There was much discontent among the gaonfizs at the
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¢ measure and the Raja was obliged to reduce the enhance-
¢ ment by 2o per cent. for 7 years.’

After the death of Raja Sangram Singh the administration
was so bad that in 1878 Government assumed management
" of the State. In 1885, Mr. Yado Rao, then Superintendent
of the State, was ordered 1o make a summary settlement of
the State, and for this purpose he employed the following
methods :- - '

¢ He divided all the villages of the State into 3 classes,
“each class representing a degree of general excellence
¢ and fertility. For the purposes of this classification he con-
¢ sidered each village from the point of view of its situation,
‘its soils, the crop produce, the tenants’ rents and rents
¢ paid in neighbouring villages. Lands were roughly classi-
‘ fied according to their positions and soils. From the
‘ view of position they were divided into four classes of
¢ bahal, berua, mal and at, and from the point of view of
¢ soil kanhar, matasi, dorsé and bhifa. An average rent-
‘rate per acre was then fixed for each class of village
‘ upon practically the same data as those used for fixing
‘its class. The villages of each class were naturally
¢ scattered throughout the State and not grouped together
¢ in blocks.’

Assessment was made according to the rent-rate fixed,
and the village papers were then prepared showing against
each tenant the area of his land in acres, the quality of his
land, and the rent paid by him. The nazararna was commuted
into annual payments by the gaon#ia. As regards the con-
cession to be granted to the gaentia in connection with his
bhogra land the following rule was adopted :—

¢ For bhogra land which he held, the area of which did
‘ not exceed one-fifth of the cultivated area of the village, he
‘ paid rent at one-quarter thé ryoti rate. For bkogra land
¢ exceeding one-fifth and below one-half of the cultivated
‘ area, he paid at half the ryoti rate. For all excess above
* this he paid full ryoti rates. Bkog#i land sub-let to tenants
¢ is called in Sarangarh chhiral. The tenants of such land
¢ differ from all other tenants in the State in that they are
¢ practically tenants-at-will.

¢ For the purposes of assessing bkogra payments according
‘to the above method, &kogré and chhiral lands were
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¢ lumped together by Mr. Yado Rao. The rents paid by
¢ chhiral to the gaontia do not seem to have been touched;

~ ¢ gxisting payments were merely recorded.

¢ Until Mr. Yado Rao’s settlement all village servants had
¢ been under the complete control of the gaontia. They appear
¢ to have been always adequately remunerated by service land.’

As regards cesses Mr. Yado Rao made the following
arrangement {—

¢ The total cesses fixed by him amounted to 3 annas in
¢ the rupee. They were however included in the total jama
¢ proposed by him, at which he had arrived in the manner
‘indicated above, and thus they were cesses only in the
‘name. One anna in the rupee he classified as school and
¢ dispensary cess, one anna as a patwari and miscellane-
‘ous cess, and one anna as bkanddar or payment in kind.
¢ The gaontia never seems to have enjoyed any share in the
* collection of the dhandir. Mudfidars were exempted from
¢ the payment of dkandir to the ‘State and do not seem to
¢ have realized it on their own account.’

Mr. Yado Rao’s settlement was for ten years. But
reassessment was postponed till 1904, owing to the famines
of 1897-1899. In 1894, a settlement for a further period of 10
years based on aregular cadastral survey was completed and
the actual valuation of land was calculated in detail according
to the soil unit system. *

The area held in tenant right at the previous settlement
was 80,939 acres and at the settlement of 1904 was 96,180
acres ; the rental collection was Rs. 41,030 in 1888 and in
1904, Rs. 46,207, the general increase in the rental being
16 per cent. In 1888 the bhogrd area was 42,460 acres but
by 1904 the gaontias were holding 51,292 acres as bhogra
besides 8288 as ryoti land. The &kogra in 1904 was valued
at the rent-rates paid for tenant’s land.

The land revenue was raised from Rs. 48,610 to Rs. 59,587.
Its incidence is about 5 annas on each acre of land in cul-
tivation. The State pays a tribute of Rs. 3500 yearly. The
protected status has been conferred on almost all the gaon-
tias. This protects them from summary ejectment and is
much valued. In muadfi villages the mudfidir is considered
the superior lessee and if he leases the villages to another
the latter is called the sA7kmi gaontia (inferior lessee).
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There are two zamindaris subordinate to the State, namely,
(1) Dongripali with 18 villages and (2) Karanpali with 12
villages. The zamindars collect the land revenue and pay jt
into the State treasury. They cannot alter the demand fixed
- at the settlement.

There are several mudf; villages and plots. - There are 26
villages and 36 plots granted in perpetuity ; 22 villages and
21 plots granted forlife ; and 23 villages and 26 plots held
on conditional grants. Service grants cover only one village
and 20 plots.

Several curious forms of tenure were prevalent in Saran-
garh, namely (1) the dakkar system, (2) the adhia bata sys-
tem, (3) the lakha bala system. Under the first a ryot
received the loan of one bullock from his gaontia for 6 months.
He had to pay in return 8 k%andis of grain or Rs. 3 in cash.
Under the second system the original tenant paid the rent and
supplied half the seed, and the produce used to be divided
half and bhalf. The original tenant took one-half and the
lessee who supphlied labour and half the seed the other half.
Under the last system a periodical redistribution of land
took place among tenants and gaontias.

413. The State has been divided into two parganas,

o ) Saria and Sarangarh. It was
i%";f:ilsﬁ_g;?"":sctgzﬁz?: taken under direct management by
the British Government in 1878,
and was managed by a native Superintendent wunder
the direct control of the Political Agent, Chhattisgarh
Feudatories, Raipur, while the present Riji was a minor.
The Superintendent exercised the powers of a District
Magistrate and Judge and disposed of Sessions cases.
There is also a Tahsildar with second-class criminal
powers,

In 1865 an adoption sanad was granted to the Chief and
in 1867 a sanad was granted by the Chief Commissioner,
Central Provinces, to him along with other Garhjat Chiefs
who had not executed any acknowledgment of fealty, by
which His Excellency the Viceroy in Council was pleased to
recognize the Chief (formerly a tributary Chief) as a Feuda-
tory Chief and permitted him to govern his own territory in
all matters, whether criminal, civil, or revenue, subject to
the proviso thatin the event of any offender appearing to him
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to merit capital punishment the Chief should, before passing
order for carrying out such sentence, send the case up to the
Cgmmissioner, Chhattisgarh Division, or such other officer as
shall ' be nominated by the British Government, for con-

firmation.

At the same time the nomination to be a Feudatory Chief
was made subject to the following conditions, non-compliance
with which involved restriction of the Chief’s powers :—

(r) That the tribute shall be regularly paid and

(2)

(3)
(4)

(6)-

(7)

(8).

will be subject to revision after twenty
years or at any time thereafter that the
Government may think fit.

That any offender from British or other
territory taking refuge in the State shall
be delivered up, that the British officers
pursuing criminals in the State territory
shall be aided by the Chief and that in
the event of offenders from the State
taking refuge in British or other territory
a representation shall be made by the
Chief to the authorities concerned.

That the Chief shall do his wutmost to
suppress crimes of all kinds in the State.

That justice shall be administered fairly and
impartially to all alike. ‘

That the rights of the people of the State
shall be recognized and continued and
that on no account shall the Chief oppress
his people or suffer them in any way to
be oppressed.

That no transit duties shall be levied on
grain, merchandise, or any article of
commerce passing through the State.

That the Chief shall accept and follow such
advice as may be given to him by the
Commissioner, Chhattisgarh Division,
or any other officer duly vested with
authority by the Chief Commissioner,
Central Provinces.

That the Chief shall appoint an approved
Vakil to be permanent resident of the
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Sadar station of the District, in view
to all orders affecting the State being
communicated to him.

(9) That the abkari revenue shall be managed
in such manner as not to interfere with
the revenue of the adjacent British
territory, and that if the arrangements
do so interfere the Chief Commissioner
shall have authority to raise the Chief’s
tribute by Rs. 1000 until his aebkiri
arrangements are again satisfactory,

414. The Land Record staff consists of 20 patwaris, 2
Revenue Inspectors and a Superin-
tendent. Patwaris usually get at
least Rs. 8 a month. They are not granted extra remunera-
tion nor do they hold any service land. Patwari cess has
been included in the land revenue. The patwaris generally
come from the Rawat and Brahman castes.

415. The Uriya population of Saria is more litigious than
the Hindi-speaking population of
Sarangarh. The civil cases gene-
rally arise out of disputes regarding the possession of land
or crops or loan transactions. The crime is usually of a
petty nature. Cases of thefts of grain and cattle and cases
of simple hurt are the most common. Serious crimes
very rarely occur and the professional criminal is not in
evidence.

In the administration of justice the spirit of British laws is
followed, the courts observing as far as possible the pro-
visions of the following Acts :—

1. The Civil Procedure Code.

2. The Criminal Procedure Code.

The Indian Penal Code.
The Whipping Act.

The Opium Act.

The Cattle Trespass Act.
The Gambling Act.

The Forest Act.

The Police Act.

10. The Treasure Trove Act.

Land Record Staff.

Litigation and Crime.

+ @

© oW o
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11. -The Court Fees Act.
-12. The Land Improvement and Agricultural Loans
Act. '

13. The Oaths Act.

14. The Evidence Act.

15. The Limitation Act.

16. -The Excise Act.
416. -The outstill system is the prevalent excise system
‘ throughout the State. There were
at first 83 outstills, but now there
are only 24 which bring in about Rs. 8000 a year. The liquor
is distilled in country pot-stills from the mahna flower (Bassia
- latifolia), which can be taken without payment from the State
forests. Zari is not manufactured, and foreign liquor is
rarely patronized. - The income from opium and ganja during
the year 1907 was Rs. 14,401-11 of which Rs. 4280 was from
opium. These drugs are not produced locally, but are
procured through the Government.

417. The State has only one registration office, and the

annual income under this head
hardly comes to Rs. 36. Registra-

Excise.

Registration.

tion is voluntary.

418. The Public Works are managed at present through
the Executive Engineer, Chhattis-
garh States Division, and the annual
expenditure under this head is Rs. 20,000.

419. The police force consists of one Sub-Inspector and
46 men. There are two Station-
houses, one at Saria and the other
at Sarangarh, and 4 outposts. Most of the police are
recruited locally.

420. Each village has got one watchman and one jhankar
or baiga, so that one may be at the
village when the other is absent on
duty elsewhere. Both the kotwar and bajgad are granted
service lands for their maintenance. The kotwar belongs to
the Mehra, Panka or Ganda castes, but the ba7ga generally
belongs to the Gond caste. '

421. The jail has accommodation for 35 males and 6
female prisoners. The average daily
number of prisoners during t’he last

Public Works.

Police.

Kotwairs.

Jail.
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four years is as follows :—

In 1903 ... 30.
1C04 . 20.
1905 -« 19°6.
1900 ... 13°02.

The annual cost of maintenance per head averages
Rs. 19-12-9. The recognized industries of the jail are oil-
pressing, weaving and gardening.

422. There are 21 schools of which 19 are for boys and 2
for girls. In all there are 2230
pupils representing 186 per cent.
of the population of school-going age. Sarangarh and Saria
have each one ﬁrst-grade middle school, where boys are
prepared for the teachers’ certificate examination. The
Department is under the general supervision of the Agency
Inspector of Schools for the Chhattisgarh Feudatories, who
is assisted by a Deputy Inspector of Schools in charge of the
Raigarh and Sarangarh States.

423. There is only one dispensary at Sarangarh, and itis
under the charge of a qualified Hos-
pital Assistant on Rs. 50 per mensem
assisted by acompounder. There are
- also two vaccinators. The Medical Department was under the

supervision of the Civil Surgeon, Bilaspur,while the State was
managed by the Government. In the yzar 1907, 14,963 per-
sons received medical relief and 3125 children were vaccinated.
424. The total real income and expenditure of the State
for the year 1908 were Rs. 1,09,000
and Rs. 93,609 respectively. The
figures under the chief heads on the receipt side were land
revenue Rs. 53,600, forests Rs. 15,700, excise Rs. 24,700,
stamps Rs. 5500, law and justice (courts of law) Rs. 1600,
jail Rs. 1000, pounds Rs. 1200, miscellaneous Rs. 2200, loans
and interest Rs. 2400, investments Rs. zooo. The figures
on the expenditure side were Government tribute Rs. 4500,
allowances and assignments Rs. 18 »300, political supervision
Rs. 4500, administration Rs. ¢80, forests Rs. 2300,
excise Rs. 5200, jail Rs. 1500, police Rs. 4700, education
Rs. 5100, medical Rs. 1800, land records staff Rs. 3800,
miscellaneous Rs. 6100, public works Rs. 21,900, loans and
interest Rs, 3300.

15

Educatior,

Dispensary and Vacci-
nation.

Income and Expenditure.
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425. Surguja State is now included in the Central Pro-
) . vinces and lies between 22°-38' and
ca??::&t’::.s and physi- 6.6/ N. and 82°-31/ and 84°-5' E.

_ with an area of 6089' square miles.
Till 1905 it was included in the Chota Nagpur States of
Bengal. It is bounded on the north by the Mirzapur District
of the United Provinces and the State of Rewah; on the
east by the Palamau and Ranchi Districts of Bengal ; on the
south by the Jashpur and Udaipur States and the District of
Bilaspur ; and on the west by the Korea State.

Surguja may be described in very general terms as a seclu-
ded basin walled in on the north, east and south by massive
hill barriers and protected from approach on the west by the
forest-clad tract of Korea. Its most Important physical
features are the Mainpat, a magnificent tableland forming
the southern boundary of the State, and the Jamirapat, a
long winding ridge which is part of its eastern boundary.
From the Jamirapat isolated hill ranges and the peculiar
formations locally known as pafs rise to an elevation of 3500
and 4000 feet, forming on the north the boundary of Palamau
and blending on the south with the hill system of northern
Jashpur. The principal peaks are Mailan (4024 feet), Jam (3827
feet) and Partagharsa (3804 feet). The chief rivers are the
Kanhar, Rer and Mahan, which flow northwards towards the
Son, and the Sankh which takes a southerly course to join the
Bramhani. In the valley of the Kanhar river there isan
abrupt descent of goo feet from the tableland of the east to
the fairly level country of central Surguja, which here divides
into two broad stretches of fertile and well-tilled land. One of
these runs south towards Udaipur and separates the Mainpat
from the wild highlands of Khuria in Jashpur;the other
trends to the west and, opening out as it goes, forms the
main area of cultivated land in the State. The watershed in

1 This figure, which differs slightly from the area shown in the
Census Report of 1901, was supplied by the Surveyor-General.
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which the chief rivers rise crosses the State of Surguja from
east to west and extends through the States of Korea and
Chiang Bhakar further into the Central Provinces. None of
the rivers is navigable, and the only boats used are the small
canoes kept at some of the fords of the Rer and Kanhar. The
tableland and hill-ranges in the east of the State are com-
posed of metamorphic rocks, which here form a barrier
between Surguja and Chota Nagpur proper. In central
Surguja this metamorphic formation gives place to the low-
lying carboniferous area of the Bisrampur coal-field; and
this again is succeeded further west by coarse sandstone,
overlying the metamorphic rocks which crop up here and
there. The Bisrampur coal-field extends over about 400
square miles in the eastern portion of the comparatively low
ground in the centre of the State. Good coal exists in
abundance, but no borings have yet been made. At present
the distance of the field from the railway precludes the
possibility of the field being worked.

In the Mainpat plateau on the south of the State the south-
ern face is mainly composed of gneiss and iron-stone, while
the northern side is a massive wall of sandstone, indented
like a coast-line with isolated bluffs standing up in front of
the cliffs from which they have parted.

426. The early history of Surguja is extremely obscure.
The tradition is that it was origin.
ally split up into a number of
tracts inhabited by Dravidian tribes, each under its own
Chief, who lived in extremely primitive fashion, subsisting on
jungle roots and fruits and clothing themselves with leaves
and bark. These petty Chiefs carried on internecine wars
one with another and finally some 1700 years ago were
attacked by a Raksel Rajput from Kundri in Palamau Dis-
trict, who invaded their territories and reduced them to
subjection. At one time the Surguja Chief was the over-
lord, apparently, not only of the territory now known as Sur-
guja State, but also of the present States of Udaipur,
Jashpur, Korea and Chang Bhakar. Udaipur was an appan-
age of a younger branch of the reigning family of Surguja
until it escheated to the British Government and was
conferred on a younger brother of the Chief of Surguja in
860 as an independent charge. In Jashpur the only trace

History.
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of suzerainty now left is the payment by Jashpur of its
-tribute through the Surguja Chief to the British Govern-
ment. The feudal relations of Korea and Chang Bhakar
with Surguja were found to be somewhat indefinite when™
that territory was ceded to the British Government in 1818,
and were consequently ignored by the Government. Itis
said that during the period when the Mughals were in
power the State was several times invaded by expeditions
from Patna, Monghyr, Murshidibad and even from Delhi.
One of the invaders known as Khalifa is said to have dis-
tributed copper coins to the simple people of the State in
token of his conquest, but these coins were collected and
withdrawn by the Chief of, Surguja almost immediately and
two of them are in the possession of the present Chief. The
invasion is said to have occurred in or about 1346. The
authentic records of the State date from 1758, when a
Maratha army in its progress to the Ganges overran the
State and compelled the Chief to acknowledge himself a
tributary of the Berar Government. In 1792 that Chief,
who was named Ajit Singh, aided a rebellion against the
British in Palimau and seized the Barwe pargana of the
Ranchi District. The Berar Government, on the remon-
strance of the British Government, interposed, but without
effect. Ajit Singh died and his third brother, Lal Sangram
Singh, murdered Ajit Singh’s widow and usurped the
throne in defiance of the law of primogeniture. These
events led to an expedition into the State under the
command of Colonel Jones. Order was restored and a treaty
was concluded between the British Government and the
Mahairaja of Chota Nagpur, which, however, proved inoper-
ative. Balbhadra Singh, a minor son of Ajit Singh, was
placed on the throne, and the administration of the State
was entrusted to his uncle Jagannath Singh. But on the
withdrawal of the British force Lal Sangrim Singh re-
eantered the State, drove out Jagannath Singh, seized the
young Chief and ruled in the name of the latter until about
1813. Jagannath Singh with his son, who afterwards
became Chief as Maharaja Amar Singh, took refuge in British
territory. In 1813, Major Roughsedge, the Political Agent,
went to Surguja and endeavoured to settle the affairs of the
State. The young Rija being imbecile, a Diwan was ap-
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pointed to carry on the government, but this officer was soon
afterwards killed and an attempt to seize the Raja and his
two Ranis was only frustrated by the gallantry of a small
guard of British sepoys who had been left in Surguja for
their protection. Until 1818 the State continued to be-the
scene of constant lawlessness ; in that year it was ceded to
the British Government under a provisional agreement
concluded with Mudhoji Bhonsla of Berar, and order was
soon restored. Amar Singh was placed on the throne and in
1826 was invested with the title of Maharaja. The Chiefin his
latter days appears to have been much influenced by Bindesh-
wari Prasid Singh, his son by his junior wife. His son
by the senior Rani, Indrajit Singh, proved mentally infirm and
unfit to rule. Bindeshwari Prasad Singh was in consequence
appointed to manage the State and for a long time held a
position of commanding power. He made use of his oppor-
tunities to secure for himself and his relatives grants of large
and valuable tracts in the State. The present Chief Raghu-
nath Saran Singh Deo, who is a son.of Indrajit Singh,
succeeded to the throne in 1882 on attaining his majority.
It is said that Bindeshwari Prasad Singh on the birth of the
present Chief reported to the British authorities that the child
was a girl, hoping ultimately to secure the throne for himself,
but naturally enough the attempt was unsuccessful. The
present Chief was invested with the title of Maharija Bahadur
in 1895 as a personal distinction. The State pays to the
Government the sum of Rs. 2500 annually as tribute, and
this amount is subject to revision. The manner in which the
relations of the Chief with the British Government are regu-
lated will be dealt with under the head ¢ General Adminis-
tration’.

L

427. There are not wanting signs that the State was at
one time occupied by a race far more
civilized than its present inhabitants.
The chief objects of interest are Ramgarh hill, the remains
of several temples, the deserted fortress of Juba and numerous
images. For a full account of these antiquities and of the
aboriginal tribes of Surguja a reference may be made to the
Statistical Account of Bengal, Volume XVII, pages 231 to
240. The Ramgarh hill was visited by Mr. L. E. B. Cobden

Archaology.
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Ramsay, I.C.S., in 1905, and he gives the following description
of its present appearance :—

¢ The Ramgarh hill rises abruptly from the surrounding
¢ plains of Rampur Zeppid of the Surguja State. It consists
“‘of a long steep ridge rising over a thousand feet from
¢ the plains, This ridge at the south-western extremity is
‘capped by a sheer perpendicular mass of rock rising
* more than a thousand feet above the main ridge. At the
‘ northern end of the lower ridge is the vast tunnel
¢ known as ¢ Hathpore,” a description of which appears in
¢ Hunter’s Statistical Account of the State. The account
‘therein given accurately describes the tunnel as it
¢ appears to-day, except that the exit on the inner extremity
‘is now by the action of wind and rain not less than 30 feet
‘by 20. Above the tunnel are two falr-sized caves hidden over
‘by thick jungle. These are known respectively as *¢ Sita
‘ Benga ” and ¢ Lakshmi Benga . I managed to scale the
‘rock and enter the former cave; the rock inside has been
‘hollowed out into two fair-sized dwelling rooms. Connect-
‘ing these two rooms is a kind of hall with a stone platform
¢ against the wall and a clearly defined gutter to carry away
¢ the water which leaks through the sandstone rock above.
‘ Infront of the platform are several small hollows apparently
“eaten out in the rock by the action of the sabar used for
¢ pounding paddy. The platform now carries three broken
‘images of Ganesh, Hanuman and nautch girls. The village
¢ priest or Baiga who now offers a yearly sacrifice here knows
‘ no ancient tradition about these caves. This cave of ‘¢ Sita
‘Benga,” closely resembles the rock dwellings of the old
¢ Buddhist priests to be found at Khandagiri in the Puri
¢ District. .

¢ Ascending the ridge a small level ledge of rock some fifty
¢ yards long by thirty wide is met with at the base of a lofty
¢ pinnacle of rock which rises sheer from the main ridge. At
‘the southern extremity of this ledge a stream of crystal
‘ clear and icy cold water gushes forth from the rock, flowing
‘over a broad seam of coal. Itis said that this stream is
* supplied from a huge cavern of water situated in the heart
‘of the lofty mass of rock towering above. On this small
¢ledge a mela is annually held in Chait when pilgrims from
¢ all parts come to drink the water of this spring. Before this
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‘ledge is reached the remains of an old gateway known as
“the ‘“ Pauri Deori” are met with. Before reaching this
gateway the lower range of the hill narrows down into a
small ridge which forms the only means of approach to the
ledge of rock and the sheer pinnacle towering above it.
This ridge is extremely narrow and steep and has apparent-
ly long ago been hewn out into steps to render the approach
easy. These steps, however, have now nearly entirely worn
away. The gateway now consists of two enormous mono-
liths of stone wedged between fragments of other stones
which perhaps formerly composed the arch of the gateway.
The image of Ganesh mentioned in Hunter’s account has
now become so worn as to be indistinguishable. On either
side of this gateway there lie, strewn about on the face of the
hill, huge blocks of cut stone which probably at one time
formed a wall encircling the base of the perpendicular rock
¢above. Passing on through the ¢‘Pauri Deori™ and climbing
¢ up by a track which eventually ends in a series of staircases
“in the perpendicular face of the rock,the ¢¢ Kabirchaura”
gravestone) of one Dharam Dis is pointed out by the local
* Baiga. This Dharam Das is said to have been the last Jogi
of the Ramgarh hill, and his body was removed to his house
in Korba ; but how long ago this was done no one could
give me any information. A little further a huge boulder
lies close to the path. On the side turned away from the
path this boulder has a small entrance cut in it just large
enough for a man to squeeze through into the inside of the
boulder, which has been completely hollowed out. This
boulder is known as the ‘¢ Vashistha Gupha” where the
spiritual adviser of Ramchandra is supposed to have lived.
Worshippers wending their way to the temples on the
summit are alleged to have been mystified by the super-
natural utterances proceeding apparently from this solid
rock. Facing the entrance in the boulder are found scat-
tered about large hewn stones which apparently formed
¢ the walls and roof of a dwelling house, the floor of which
‘is still clearly visible. From this point the pathway com-
‘ mences to ascend the perpendicular face of the rock, and to
¢ render the ascent possible regular staircases have been
¢ hewn in the face of the rock or made by inserting enormous
¢ blocks of stones. These steps lead up to the *‘Singh
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¢ Darwiaza,” This gateway is built of great masses of stone
‘cut and carved in scroll work. The outer arch of the
¢ gateway is still standing, but the inner one has fallen, The
‘ remarkable feature of this gateway and of all the remains
¢ found on this hill is the enormous blocks of stone used to
¢ build them. It is almost beyond belief how human hands
* could have erected them, especially in the case of this
¢ gateway, perched as it is on the sheer face of the rock.
¢ Inside this gateway there is apparently-a modern image of
¢ Bhairab though no one can remember when the image was
“ placed there. The image faces as usual east. From either
‘ side of this *‘Singh Darwiza” remnants can be traced
¢ of a massive stone wall running up the face of the rock to
¢ the summit, and built out on a crag close to the gateway
¢ are the remains, apparently, of a watch-house from whence
¢ the country to north, east and south could be scanned for
" “miles. Leaving the ¢ Singh Darwiaza” a series of stairs,
* or rather what is left of them, known as the ¢¢Ganesh
¢ Siri ” leads to the remains of the ‘¢ Rawan Darwaza.” QOutside
¢ this gateway I observed side by side two images, one of
¢ Ganesh and the other of Hanuman. Through this gateway
* the ‘‘Rawan Darbar ” is entered. The floor is still clearly
¢ traceable, being made of large blocks, and the blocks
¢ forming the walls in some places still standing to the height
* of a few feet. Inthe Rawan Darbar there are images of
* Riwan and his brother Kumbhakarna and also of dancing
¢ girls ; a narrow path leads from here to the summit of the
‘ hill. Along this path are several stone monoliths standing
‘ upright on the hill side, but they are bare of any carving
¢ or inscription, and I could learn nothing about them. On
* the summit of the hill there is a small temple more or less
‘intact. The temple is not remarkable in any way for
¢ architectural beauty, but is remarkable for the enormous
¢ blocks of stones used in construction. Outside the temple
¢ are images of Mahideo and Hanuman, and within images
*of  Ramchandra in the centre, of Lakshman on the
* right hand side of Ramchandra, and of Janki, wife of
¢ Ramchandra, on his left hand. There are images also
‘ of Bharat and Vishnu Bhagwan with four hands. The hill
* cannot be descended on the western side, but it is possible
‘ to make one’s way some two hundred feet down to a small
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‘cave i1n the face of the rock. In the cave is found
‘ moist chalk, and the cave has, by the removal of this chalk
¢ by devotees to make the sacred mark on the forehead after
~ “worship at the temple above, been hollowed to a great

¢ distance, showing the number of worshippers who have in
‘ times gone by resorted thither. Just below the cave is a
‘ pool of transparent water which is said never to vary in
“depth.’

The ruins of the Juba fortress stand on the rocky shoulder
of a hill about two miles north-east of Manpura village
and command a deep gorge overgrown with jungle. Hidden
among the trees are the remains of carved temples, almost
covered with accumulations of vegetable mould.

428. The recorded population of the State increased from

) 182,831 in 1872 to 270,311 in 1881, to
Population, . o .
324,552 in 1891 and to 351,011 in
1901, but the earlier enumerations were very defective. The
people live in 1372 villages, and the density is 58 persons to
the square mile. Hindus number 204,228, Animists 142,783
and Muhammadans 3999. The majority of the inhabitants
are Dravidian aborigines, the most numerous castes being
Gonds (83,000), Goalas and Pans (30,000 each), Kaurs and
Oraons (29,000 each), Rajwars (18,000), Korwis (16,000),
Khairwars(14,000), and Bhumijis {10,000)while among the ab-
original tribes Cheros, Ghasias, Mundas, Nagasias and Santals
are also represented. With the exception of Korwias and a
tribe called Khorakas, living side by side with them on the
Lahsanpat and Jamirapat and in the Pal Zeppa (pargana), the
aborigines are simple, quiet and uncomplaining people. The
Korwas and Khorakas, however, are liable to outbreaks of
crime, which usually take the form of an attack on an Ahr,
a class of men who, by the reckless manner in which they
allow their cattle to damagethe cultivation ofthese aborigines,
often excite the latter to reprisals. Occasionally they also
attack passing traders to get salt or cloth, or a liquor shop to
get a supply of drink. These men are usually armed with
bows and arrows, spears and axes, and since they de not
hesitate to use their weapons and are usually in considerable
force, they are formidable opponents to unarmed people.
As regards thesetribes Mr. Cobden-Ramsay has noted as
follows :— ‘
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¢ There does not appear the same difference as found in the

¢ Khuria #/ika of Jashpur between Diharia and Paharia
‘ Korwas., The former class does not appear in Surguja to
¢ be represented by the Khorakas. °Itis true that the Khora-
¢ kas are less jungly and more civilized than the Korwas and
¢ appear to live in larger hamlets; butin this State the
‘. Korwas also live for the most part in small bamlets and
‘ not in isolated huts perched on their jhams asin Khuria,
¢ The Korwas, however, of this State all claim the Khuria
¢ 7laka as their real abode and claim affinity with the Pahiria
¢ Korwas of that #/aka, intimating that they have been settled
¢ in hamlets by the Maharaja of Surguja, The Khorakos
¢ consider themselves a different people frcm thetKorwis but
¢ admit that the difference is not great. In appearance it is
¢ almost impossible to distinguish one from the other. As
¢ arule the Khorakns are somewhat better clad than the
¢ Korwas, and have perhaps a slightly more civilized
* appearance. The Korwis of this State are more communi-
¢ cative than their wilder brethren of Khuria, and in this
¢ respect appear 1o resemble the Kukis found in the Chittagong
¢ Hill tracts, who arefar more amenable and civilized than their
¢ fellows in the neighbouring Lushai Hills. Both the Khora-
¢ kas and Korwis live by jkaming and a few members in each
¢ hamlet carry on in addition a little primitive plough culti-
¢ vation mostly of #Zinr lands. The principal food of both
¢ tribes is mahua, kdnda, sthar, burju (a jungle fruit) and the
‘ flower of the sal tree. When these fruits are in season
¢ they form their favourite food, andin other seasons they
¢ live on the scanty produce won by bewrd (jhiming) culti-
¢ vation, and the Khorakas to a larger extent on the crops of
¢ their plough cultivation. At all times, however, 22nda and
* also fikhur where available, form a larger portion of their
“diet, The Korwis claim that their speech differs from
¢ that of the Khorakas but they could give no example of this,
¢ and on enquiry from the people who know them well it
¢ would appear that the difference is merely that the Khorakas,
* who live nearer to the cultivating tribes of the plains,
¢ have adopted into their speech Hindi words and expres-
‘sions. Both tribes eat every kind of animals, including
* dogs, an article of diet which the Diharia Korwas of Khuria
¢ repudiate and contemptuously charge the Paharia Korwas
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¢ with indulging in this luxury. The male members of both
¢ tribes can and do frequently eat together, but the females
¢ of the two tribes are not allowed to do so. Both tribes
¢ strenuously denied that they can intermarry and refused to
‘ admit that any such marriages take place. Apparently
¢ the only animals they refuse to eat are the poisonous
¢ classes of snakes. _ )

¢ The main difference between the two tribes appears to
¢ consist in their religion. The Korwis worship Satbahini
¢ Devi and the Khorakas are worshippers of Maladhani and
¢ Mahadeo. There is a further distinction in the classes or
‘ clans of the two tribes. The Korwis are in this State, as
¢ in Khuria, divided into Diharia and Paharia Korwis. The
¢ former, as in Jashpur, claim to be Hindus and to have no
‘ connection with the Pahiria Korwas. Hindus of this State
¢ take water at their hands, even the Kiyasths doing so.
¢ This section of Korwas is, however, of no importance in this
¢ State, and it is estimated that there are not more than 150
‘ houses of these people. Moreover they do not really
¢ concern the question under discussion, which deals with
¢ the differences of the Khorakas and the Pahiria Korwis.
‘1t is to be noted that the Khorakas do not claim to be
¢ Hindus and are therefore not to be classified with the °
¢ Diharia Korwais, and Hindus will not take water from them.

* The Paharia Korwias are divided into four classes or

golis —
(2) Hezda (¢) Edikhar
(6) Samati (d) Madhikar

¢ The members of these four classes eat together and
‘ intermarry, and apparently there is very little difference
¢ between them, except perhaps of social standing. The
¢ Paharia Korwas all claim descent from Khuria Rani
“and Khuria as their native country, and look upon the
¢ zamindar of Khuria, who is of the Hezda class, as their
¢ tribal head.

* The Khorakas on the other hand are divided into seven
¢ classes ;—

(@) Samath (d) Churgurh
(6) Saddam (¢) Kumbha
{c) Palha ‘(f) Nonihar

(¢) Huthlu.
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¢ As in the case of Korwas, there appears to be little
¢ difference except a social one between these classes. They
“do not claim the Khuria Rani as their ancestor, nor do
* they look to the zamindar of Khuria as their head. They
¢ claim that their original ancestor lived in the Pal Zeppa, -
¢ and it is in this tract that the Khorakas are principally found.
‘ The story told by them of their common ancestor is that in
* days long gone by there were a man and a woman with-
“out issue living at Pal. In their old age this couple left
¢ their house and wandering about gave themselves to the
¢ worship of God. By reason of their piety God blessed
‘them at last with a male child. At his birth this
¢ child spoke and forbade his parents to give him any
“kind of grain to eat, and told them to give him the
“kanda root found in the jungle, or other roots which
¢ they might dig up from the soil. In consequence the
‘ race founded by this child called themselves Khorakas
‘or diggers. They still offer p@jz to their common
¢ ancestor under the name of Gosain Sanyasi and also
¢ worship his parents. This tradition of their origin is
¢ not unlike that given by Mowisi Kols of their common
‘ ancestor.’

The Korwis, Khorakas and Bhuiyas usually live in mere
wattle huts hidden away in the jungle. The Bhuiyas are
most commonly met with in the Ramkola Zappa, one of the
largest and wildest tracts in the State. The Gonds seem
better off than these tribes and often live in fair sized villages
in the open valleys, each family in a separate homestead
at some distance from the neighbouring dwelling. In these
homesteads there is a central dwelling, which is in some
cases two-storied,-and gathered round it are the houses of
the younger members of the family. The whole is enclosed
by a wooden palisade or wattle fence, and attached to it are
large homestead lands growing crops of barley, oats and
mustard.

429. The material condition of the people varies greatly.
The jungle tribes are extremely poor-
ly off, but the people of the plains,
which constitute a very large portion of this State, are com-
paratively speaking well-off. A middle class family of from
four to six souls spend on food a little under an anna a day

Material condition.



SURGUJA. 237

in normal times, and a similar family of the better class a
little over an anna a day. The large tracts of country com-
prised in the Rampur, Bisrampur, Lerua, Ludra, Partabpur,
Srinagar and Jhilmili Zappds yield abundant crops of paddy
and fair crops of wheat, gram and barley; and since in
normal years these /appds are literally infested with traders
who come to purchase grain and export it to the railway, the
people must have very considerable surplus stocks of grain.
There appears, however, to be very little difference in
resources or social standing among the people themselves.
The gaontias are a little better-off than the ordinary villagers,
but the difference is not great. In the Zappds mentioned
above there are several large villages with many houses
substantially built though lacking tiled roofs. The villagers
possess large herds of cattle and grazing costs them nothing.
Perhaps the most prosperous class of all are the Ahirs who
come from outside Lo graze cattle in the jungles of this State.
The damage done to the crops of the cultivators by this class
has already been referred to. They are shrewd enough and
wealthy enough to enlist the village headman on their side
in order that complaints may not go up or may be discredited
if made. The present Chief has taken steps to put an end
to their malpractices and with perseverance no doubt an
improvement will be effected.

The people of the State are decently and well clad, mostly
in thick home-spun cotton garments, while some have quilted
raiment. Their wants are of the simplest kind and it is
doubtful whether any child of the soil, even if he is a gaontia,
can boast of an umbrella. However nearly all, including the
actual day labourers, possess good shoes, made frequently of
sambhar hide. This universal possession of shoes’ seems a
feature peculiar to this State. The physique of the people is
good ; skin diseases are common but otherwise they appear
healthy and strong and not much affected by fever, there
being few cases of enlarged spleen. Their chief luxury is
tobacco, which they generally grow in their own court-yards.
Gur is also one of the chief imports of the State. Thereis no
reason why this also should not be produced locally. Some
Koiri immigrants from Rewah have demonstrated in the Jhil-
mili /appa that sugarcane can be grown with irrigation; but the
people are too unenterprising to adopt their methods. Rice is
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the staple food of the ordinary cultivators and labourers, but
all are fond of the mahua (Bassia latifolia) flower and eat it
when available in large quantities in preference to rice. The
jungle tribes raise small crops of the lesser millets and arkar
(Cajanus indicus). The Korwas, Khorakis and Saontas are
supposed to do a little plough cultivation ; the area cultiva-
ted by them in this fashion is, however, only nominal, and
what they do cultivate is so poorly locked after that the
results are almost nil. Most of their cultivation is carried
on by axe and fire, the seed being sown in the ashes. But
their main source of food-supply is the forest; mahui, the
leaves and flowers of the sal (Skorea robusta) and the jherul
shrub (a kind of lentil) are largely consumed. Yams (Zanda)
and arrow-root (#zkAkur) are also largely relied on. Guriu
(Coyx lacrima) and kursd, alarge white bean—a kind of cross
between a haricot bean and the ordinary broad bean—are also
eaten. Unless boiled the beans are said to be apt to induce
inflammation and poisoning. The people of this State
are not indebted to moneylenders ; the debts incurred are
between themselves. The gaontias of the State, though they
are mere servants of the landlords receiving as such a grant
of land, are much looked up to by the villagers, for whom
they act as arbitrators in all affairs of the internal economy
of the village. NO one, at any rate in the 2kalsa area and in
the Lakhanpur kkorposhdari, is appointed a gaontia if this is
objectionable to the people. There is no right of succession
to the post, but as a matter of fact it usually goes from
father to son, and it is but very rarely that a gaontia will be
met with who will not say that his family have for five
generations at least acted as village headmen.
430. The most important land-holders under the Chief
i o are the Raja of Udaipur, Bhaiya
Leading families. Sheo Prasad Singh Deo of Jhilmili
and Lal Har Prasad Singh Deo of Lakhanpur. The Udaipur
Chief holds the two large and fertile Zappas of Srinagar and
Partabpur and also the small ones of Binjhpur and Chalgali.
He is a %hkorposhdar of the Surguja family and these tracts
were acquired by his grand-father Raja Bahadur Bindeshwari
Prasad Singh Deo for his maintenance as a cadet of the
Surguja house. Lal Har Prasad Singh Deo of Lakhanpur
bolds the Zappas of Rampur and Mahri on a similar tenure.
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Both these tenure-holders are of course Raksel Rajputs.
Bhaiya Sheo Prasid Singh Deo is a Chauhan Rajput whose
ancestors received this estate as a reward for the protection
and assistance afforded by them to a Rani of a former Chief of
the State when it was overrun by invaders. The only other
person whose estate is of importance is Thakur Mahtib
Singh. He is a Gond and holds the Ramkola Zzppa, which
though jungly yields a good income from lac. The
Thiakur’s estate has for some years past been under the direct
management of the Chief owing to its indebtedness, but has
now been cleared of its liabilities. Besides these land-
holders, the zamindir of Ludra and Katsaribari and the holder
of a few villages near Dord may be mentioned ; these estates
are comparatively unimportant.

431. No detailed survey of the cultivated area of this State
has been carried out up to date, nor
has any record of the area under
the different crops been maintained, but there is no doubt that
all over the most fertile and best developed portion of the
State rice isthe principal crop. Considerable care and labour
are expended on the preparation and embankment of the rice
lands, but it is noticeable that the finer kinds of paddy found
in Jashpur are not grown in Surguja. In the northern tracts
spring crops are grown to some extent, and elsewhere they
are quite unimportant. The Pal and Ramkola Zzppas do not
grow enough rice to meet their own needs, but the main rice-
growing tracts of the State export the crop to a considerable
extent through the agency of outside traders, the majority of
whom consign their purchases to Pendra Road station on the
Bilaspur-Katni branch of the Bengal-Niagpur Railway. Of
the oilseeds, til (Sesamum indicum), jagni (Guizotia oleifera),
linseed and mustard are most commonly grown. Wheat,
barley, oats and gram are the principal spring crops.
Arhar (Cajanus indicus), gurlu (Coyx lacrima), kodon-kutki,
the small millets and a large wide bean called kursa,
are the favourite crops of the jungle tribes. The plough
in this State is everywhere a very light pattern of
the churia hal met with in Udaipur, the chief feature of
which is the shape of the share, which resembles a spear
head fitting into a correspondingly shaped slot in the
head of the plough stock. At the point of entrance an iron
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band passes over the slot in the stock and keeps the share in
place. The portion of the share which is exposed ‘measures
eight or nine inches. The Surguja plough is made entirely of
the wood of the. sal tree ( Shorea robusta);the share is small
and light and costs about two annas. Bamboo isnot employ-
ed either for the yoke-piece or yoke-pegs. The stock has a
hole pierced in it just above where the share ends and in this
hole is placed a funnel of bamboo with a spreading mouth
known as paifanara. This device is used for sowing rabdi
crops,-such as wheat, barley and gram.

432. The soils and methods of cultivation seem practically
identical with those of Udaipur.
For rice cultivation the position of
a plot appears to be considered more
important than its soil, and the lands are divided into three
classes (1) bahari, (2) chaura, and (3) dand or gora. Cash
rents are, except in the Rampur Zappa of the Lakhanpur
khorposhdari, levied only on the b&ahara lands; but
certain payments in kind of wurad (Phaseolus radiatus),
maize, oil, cotton, paddy and rice, known as the dasa:
salami, are taken from the cultivators, which are an
indirect charge on the second and third classes of
land. In the Rampur Zappid, one of the best tracts
in the State, the ckeaur@ lands are very nearly as good
as the dahara, and another fairly fertile class of land is also
found here which is known as d4dfa. These two classes
are taxed in addition to the dakara, the rates being one rupee
for an area sown by one &%andi of seed in the case of bakara,
‘twelve annas in the case of ckeurd, and six annas in the
case of bhata. One rupee for an area of bdakaeri land which
can be sown by one kkandi of seed seems to be the standard
rate of the State. Thereis no standard measurement of
land in use ; a tenant always estimates the area held by him
by stating the quantity of paddy seed required for its sowing
in khandis, the khandi containing twenty Zuros and the Zuro
four seers of twelve gandas each. The seer is about two-
thirds of the standard seer and a Z%kandi of seed may be
roughly taken as about two-thirds of a maund. The State
officials talk of a ckegani of land, but this is not understood
by the people ; a ckegani is supposed to pay Rs. 2z as rent
and to require two maunds for its sowing., A gaontia will

Soils and methods of
cultivation.



SURGUJA. 241

occasionally speak of an anna of land or of a pas of land,
f.e., four annas; by an anna of land is meant the area sown
by one local maund of seed.

433. The local jungle tribes such as Korwis, Khorakas
~and Saontas are as much addicted

as those of their kind elsewhere to
cultivation by felling and burning the timber on the slopes
of the numerous hills found in the State, locally known as
dahi.. The timberis cut and collected ready for burning
during the hot weather, and twelve years are allowed to
elapse before the area so treated is again felled and burnt..
These tribes recognize the right of the original clearer of a
plot to clear it again after the forest has grown up a second
time. The Korwas usually live in isolated huts, each per-
ched on his own patch of cultivation, but sometimes they,
as well as the other tribes, collect in small hamlets and
attempt more regular cultivation with plough and bullocks.
Round the lower slopes of the Mainpat plateau there is
much excellent land waiting to be broken up. The jungle
is not heavy, the land is well watered, and the crops, so far
as they go, are excelient in spite of the poor system of cul-
tivation. The jungle folk here seem ready to take to plough
cultivation, but are hampered by lack of plough cattle.
Such ploughs and plough cattle as are found are the joint
property of a village. Each house supplies a quantity of
seed and receives a share in the harvest proportionate to the
amount of seed supplied. The lands, in fact,-are worked
on a regular commercial system; and though for the
purpose of the payment of rent each manis supposed to
possess a certain area of land, in practice no real dis-
tinction of possession is made. There seems to be a good
opening for the extension of plough cultivation here and
in similar tracts, if the people can be provided with plough
cattle.

434. Generally speaking the cultivators of the State seem
somewhat lacking in energy and
enterprise. It may be said that irri-
gation is practically unknown. The rice fields are of course
terraced and embanked, but there is no irrigation on any
regular system. Over considerable tracts water seems to
be available close to the surface, but the ryots do not make

16
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use of wells. In the Ramkola and Pal Zappas, where there are
numerous perennial streams and springs, no attempt is made
to utilise the water and cultivation is very backward : in
fact these Zappas do not raise enough rice for the needs of
their inhabitants and what they do raise is. of the inferior
kinds. Again throughout the State sugarcane is practically
never seen and gur, for which there is a steady local demand,
has to be imported. Here and there a zamindar has a
small patch of this crop, and a small colony of Koiris, immi-
grants from the Rewah State, have shown in the Jhilmili
lappa that it can be grown well and profitably by well-
irrigation with the balance and lift; but so far as the culti-
vators working side by side with them are concerned, this
object-lesson has hitherto been entirely thrown away. The
Koiris have also demonstrated that potatoes and every kind
of vegetable will repay cultivation; but lack of enterprise
and the disinclination to take trouble prevent their neigh-
bours from following the example set to them. Very occa-
sionally small trenches are dug to bring down water from
some small stream or marshy ground. Crops of barley and
oats are sown, if possible, on what are called the diZ lands,
which are usually marshy spots near the banks of streams,
and this seems to be the most that the local cultivator does
to avail himself of irrigation. If no di% land is available,
these crops are left unwatered and the produce is poor. On
the top of the Mainpat plateau the Chief ic making an attempt
to grow coffee, but the experiment has not been persevered
with sufficiently at present to show whether the plant can be
established there.

435 Loans of cash for the purchase of seed grain and
' plough cattle and for the improve-
ment of land have not hitherto been
generally resorted to in this State ; but tenants and gaoniias
are helped with seed, whenever required, by the Chief and
leading land-holders. In 1908 when the previous crops had
been poor the Chief advanced about Rs. 7940in cash. There
is a good scope for agricultural loans for the purchase of
plough bullocks in the southern part of the State, while in
the Pal and Ramkola Zeppas and elsewhere petty irrigation
works might be usefully encouraged by the distribution of
loans for land improvement,

Loans.
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436. During the past three years prices have fluctuated
considerably, and in spite of the
remoteness of the State have re--
sponded rapidly to the changes in the outside market. Thus
in 1906 rice (coarse) sold at 32 seers per rupee but in 1907
the cheapest rate was 24 and at one time it was as dear as
g seers. In19o8iteased to 16 seers. During the same period
wheat ranged from 10 seers in 1906 to 5 seers in 1908 and
gram from 14 to § seers.

437. In this State, as elsewhere, there is a regular class
of day-labourers known as diingars,
karwilas and banihdras, the last
name being the one most commonly used. The races from
whom these people are chiefly recruited are Gonds, Oraons,
Kaurs and Rajwirs. This class forms nearly 30 per cent.
of the population. These Zarwalas or banikhdaras are divided
into the following three classes :—

(1) Sawkha baniharas.—These form the largest class of
labourers in the State. Every gaonfia and nearly all the
cultivators keep banihdras of this class. The gaontias and
cultivators make advances to these labourers up to Rs. 50,
and are always anxious to advance as much as possible in
order that they may retain the services of the labourer for a
lengthy period. The labourer, on the other hand, tries to
keep the amount taken as low as possible, so as to reserve
some chance of independence to himself. The labour render-
ed by them is regarded as compensating for the interest
which would otherwise be charged on the loan. In some
cases, where the amount advanced is large, a bond is drawn
up and the conditions recorded therein. This practice, how-
ever, is rare. A daily wage in kind is paid and is known as
bani ; they also get a small allowance known as ndshia
(breakfast) which is sometimes given in gram and sometimes
in rice, when it is called Jaksum. Their daily allowances ,are
as follows : 3 seers of paddy, } seer of gram or rice (laksum).
They yearly receive R. 1 as jardo or cold-weather clothing,
also a dhoti and 3 maunds of paddy ; this last allowance is
locally known as Zhakkri. If they fall ill during the
field season they only receive half allowances. In the off
season they cannot work for others, but must be ready
to fetch and carry for their masters. If a man has
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been working for a long time as a sawkhia, it is possible for
him to get his status changed to that of a Burd banihira
(described below), and thus to have a better chance of pay- .
ing off his debt; but the option lies entirely with the master,
and needless to say the majority of masters are averse to
allowing the change. If a sawkka has been unable to pay
off in his lifetime the loan taken, his son has to take up the
post of sawkid. The position is one of serfdom for debt.
These people, however, are well treated by their masters and
do not regard their position as a hardship. As a matter of
fact, they are almost part of their master’s families and
receive a great deal of miscellaneous assistance in their do-
mestic affairs. Most of them have small but not badly built
houses on the outskirts of the village.

(2) Pait bhatta banihira—This labouring class is in a
much more favourable position than the &anihdara described
above. They receive the same daily allowance as the
sawkhi, and get Rs. 3 a year for winter clothing. They
however take no advance, and hence can terminate theéir
service at the end of the year without difficulty. They receive
their allowances both during the working and non-working
seasons. They too can only work for their masters.

(3) Bura banikara.—This class receives Rs. 12 as an ad-
vance. They are given a daily allowance like the sawk’as,
and also R. 1 a year for winter clothing. During the months
June to September they also receive payment in money vary-
ing from R. 1 to Rs. 2. They enter on service on the 1st
Magh, and the engagement is for a year ending the 3oth
Paus, when, like the paif bhatta banihdra, they can obtain
their release on paying up the advance taken. Inthe Lakhan-
pur zamindari these people can earn R. 1 a month, and from
June toSeptember get an extra allowance of half a Zu»o of rice.
This class also makes ploughs and sells them to villagers.

(4) Lastly there are the parikha baniharas who have lands
of their own, but no oxen or ploughs. These people borrow
the plough and oxen of another cultivator and work with
them one day on their own fields and two days on the fields
of the owners of the plough.

438. There are no very important manufactures in this
State. Brass workers are very rare

Manufactures. .
and the brass ware and cooking uten-
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sils required for daily use, such as are usually met with in the
State, almost invariably are imported from the Districts of
Palamau, Gaya and Mirzapur. Coarse cloth for the general
_ use of the State population is made locally by the weaving
caste known as Pankis. No artisans are to be met with
except the blacksmiths and carpenters who manufacture and
supply all the rough articles of husbandry such as ploughs,
spades, pickaxes, pans and spoons, etc. For the most
part the people do their own wood work. At Ambikapur,
the headquarters of the State, the Chief has collected some
highly skilled artisans and mechanics from Calcutta and the
Punjab who look after the electric installation at the palace,
motor cars, carriages, etc., and also do the carpenter’s
and joiner’s work for the palace and other State buildings
at the capital.

439. Allthe trade is entirely in the hands of foreigners who
either pay annual visits to, or have
settled in, the State. Numerous
caravans of dealers in grain can be met with roaming
throughout the State, bartering salt and tobacco for grain,
and also making cash purchases. They make their way
through Lakhanpur and through Korba zamindari
to the railway or else by way of Jhilmili and Patni (in
the Korea State) to the Pendra Road station. Much
of the traffic from the north of the State formerly
went to Mirzapur, Mandla and Bilaspur. Of late some
of the traffic which used to go vid Jhilmili has
followed a more southerly route through Danrbala. An
easier route to Pendra might perhaps be found through
Lakhanpur and the Uprora and Maitin zamindaris of the
Bilaspur District. A large quantity of mahua and lac is
exported from Ramkola, Pal and Mahri Zappas. The chief
articles of import are wheat, gram, salt, tobacco, metal
utensils, spices and cloth; while other exports consist of
arkar (pulse), potatoes, and minor forest produce. The
chief bazars of the State are those held at Ambikapur,
Lakhanpur, Partabpur, Danrbala and Jhilmili. At Ambikapur
all ordinary commodities required for daily use can be pur-
chased and during the open season many of the travelling
traders open shops there. At Lakhanpur, which is the largest
village in the State next to the capital, the kkorposhdir has

Trade.



246 CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY STATES,

constructed two rest houses for traders ; several graln mer-
chants have established their godowns or dep6ts here and the
ordinary necessariesof life are readily obtained. At Partibpur
there is a colony of Kabulis who sell cloth and raiment
on credit and levy grain instead of cash in payment, charging
exorbitant interest for the accommodation granted by them.
A large weekly bazar is held at Danrbiila which is visited by
Labhanas from Mandla. Usually these men make cash pur-
chases, but sometimes they bring salt and tobacco for barter.
At Jhilmili also there are Kabuli and other Muhammadan
merchants, as well as Hindu traders. The bulk of the trade
here is in grain, the buyers collecting their stocks here as they
make their purchases, and despatching their consignments
to Pendra Road from time to time ; but lac, hides and jungle
produce are also handled here. There do not seem to be many
annual fairs in the State. That which is held in February in
Lerua was at one time°fairly important, but has of late de-
clined. It is visited by petty traders who hawk tobacco,
cloth, fancy raiment, brass anklets and bracelets, salt,
tobacco, gur, a variety of German made fancy goods, pots
and pans. Most of these men come from the Pilamau or
Gaya Districts of Bengal, :
440. This State has some excellent fair weather roads,
especially those from Ambikapur to
Udaipur State and Ambikapur to
Lerua and thence away to Mahri. There is an excellent road
running across the southern portion of the Pal Zppa
through Partabpur to Jhilmili, and thence into the Korea
State. The natural features of the country lend themselves
easily to road construction, and the roads could easily be
made passable at all times of the year for carts except when
any of the larger streams to be crossed are in flood; but at
present carts are little used because the passes leading out of
the State are very difficult. A rough road from Lakhanpur
to the Korba border would facilitate trade going towards the
railway and a good road from Ambikapur to Lakhanpur—
commercially the two most important places in the State—is
much needed. The north of the State has practically nothing
that could be called a road and it would be of advantage to
have a good track made to connect the Pial and Ramkola
lappas with Bisrampur. The main road from Khursia
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station to Ambikapur, the capital of Surguja, branches off
from Sonpur, a thina of the Udaipur State. This road
skirts the lower ranges of the lofty Mainpat plateau in a
north-easterly direction from Sonpur, and is the regular line
of commuprication between Ambikapur and Khursia railway
station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. The chief obstacle to
traffic is the ghat (pass) between Dharamjaigarh and Sonpur
which is very precipitous and almost unfit for pack bullocks.
From Ambikapur to Barori, a village in the Lerua zamin-
dari, there is a road which for the most part is in good con-
dition, but in places it disappears into the low paddy-fields and
becomes a mere track, bad in winter and quite impassable in
the rains. The road from Daura to Partabpur to the west is
a fine broad road and for the most part in good repair. It was
constructed by the uncle of the present Chief. Over the
greater part of its length to Partibpur, some twelve to
fourteen miles, it runs under an avenue of magnificent mango
trees, which fofm a most grateful protection from the heat
and are also highly prized by the villagers who reap the
benefit of the fruit. These trees were also planted by the
uncle of the present Chief and the villagers still speak of him
gratefully. There is a fine broad road from Partabpur to
Jhilmili. The uncle of the present Chief planted avenues of
mango trees along this road also, but unfortunately over the
greater portion of it these trees have died and have never
been replaced.

'441.  About two-thirds of the State is covered with forests.
On the southern slopes and in some
of the ravines of the Mainpat
plateau the growth is dense, and the western half of the
Rampur Zappa stretching right away to the Korba border is
one vast forest. The hill ranges towards the Jashpur border,
the slopes leading up to the Jamirapat, the wild tracts of the
Ramkola and Pal Zeppas and the western and southern
portions of the Srinagar fappa contain also large tracts of
forest. Sal (Shorea robusta)is the most common timber, but it
is feared that the stock of marketable timter is but small.
The sal trees have in the past been regularly ringed to
extract resin (dhip or dhond), and all the older trees bear
evidence of this destructive practice. This may account for
the fact that the great bulk of the trees are stunted and of

Forests.
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little girth. It is difficult to say whether under more favour-
able treatment the trees will attain to respectable dimensions,
but in a few years’ time it should be possible to form some
opinions on this point as the younger trees, which have not
been ringed, grow up. Most of the forest land in the tracts
noted above is very hilly and rocky and the subsoil seems
poor. It is quite possible therefore that, in spite of the
abolition of the practice of ringing, the trees will never yield
really big timber. For the purpose of supervision the
forests are divided into three blocks: the central block
consists of Ambikapur, Mainpat, Jainagar, Ladua, Chando-
Mangarpur, Bilaspur, Kundi, Pachora and Sapna-Dhangawa ;
the northern block is composed of Pal, Madguri, Tatapani,
Mandwa and Rajkheti; and the third block comprises the
Chindni forests which are situated in the remotest corner of
the State towards the north-west. There are patches of
reserved forests in every Zappa, and without special permission
no felling is allowed in these areas. The forests for the most
part are situated on hills and the growth, except in the
reserved areas, is irregular.
* The species are mixed together, those most strongly
represented being the bdakera (Terminalia belerica), char
(Buchanania latifolia), aonld (Phyllanthus Emblica), dhaura
(Anogeissus latifolia)y khair (Acacia Catechu) and palis (Butea
Jfrondosa). Bamboos (Dendrocalamus strictusj are found
generally everywhere, but there is no teak. The forests do
not appear to have been visited by any timber merchants
owing to the long distance from the railway line. No
serious attempt to exploit the produce has hitherto been
made by traders, and for this state of affairs the difficulties
of transport and the long lead to the railway are no doubt
responsible. Some fifteen years ago some merchants from
Mirzapur tried to float timber by means of the Kanhar river,
but found that it did not pay them. In the large area of
paddy lands in the plains of central Surguja, all forest and
jungle has almost completely disappeared before the spread
of cultivation, and the people now have to go long dlstances
to obtain fuel.
In the kAalsa area in these plains the Chief has reserved
*here and there somé fairly large tracts known as rakhat jungle
and the cutting of trees from these areas is strictly pro-
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hibited. Some exceedingly fine si/ trees are to be found in
these blocks. As further tracts are gradually taken up it
will be possible in course of time to set aside portions of these
~ reserves as kamosi or kattal jungles from which the people
could readily obtain supplies of fuel and wood for agricul-
tural and domestic purposes, while the remaining areas will
form a valuable asset if a railway is brought within a reason-
able distance of them.

3432, The State has the monopoly of the lac grown within
its limits and it is extensively grown
on the palas (Butea frondosa) tree
andis by far the most important source of forest income. In
the past the monopoly was put up to auction, but now (1909)
arrangements are being made to levy a tax on the trees on
which lac is grown and to allow the gaontias to dispose of
the produce. In 1908 the income from lac was Rs. 78,235.

443- The forests bordering on the Mirzapur and Palamau
Districts and the Rewah State are
resorted to by Ahirs who bring in
large number of herds for grazing purposes as the grazing
rate' in comparison with the bordering Districts and States is’
low. The graziers pa); for cows one anna per head and for
cow-buffaloes two annas per head. A charge also of two
seers of ghi is made for each cattle-pen (baithan).

Agriculturists pay zarekd (plough-tax) at the rate of four
annas per plough and non-agriculturists pay at two annas
per house. In return they enjoy the right to take as much
grass and timber as they require for home consumption
throughout the year. For timber required for constructing a
new house one rupee is charged except in the case of
labourers who pay two annas only. Turias, who work in
bamboo and make baskets, &c., pay Rs. 2-8 annually.

443. The Bisrampur Coal-field.—Formerly the capital
town of the Surguja State was
called Bisrampur, and the coal-field
has been named after it in the records of the Geological
Survey of India. The following description of it has been

Lac.

Grazing dues.

Minerals.

1 Cows per head. Cow-buffaloes per head.
Rs.a. p. Rs. a. p.
Bilaspur— o 2z o o 4 0

Palamau— o 6 o 012 O
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taken from Mr. Ball’s paper published in volume 6, part 2
of the Records of the Geological Survey of India :(—
¢ The coal-field is situated in the eastern portion of the com-

¢ paratively low-lying ground of central Surguja. On the
‘ north and east the limits of the original basin of deposit
are defined by, in the former case, a ridge of low hills,
composed of metamorphic rocks, and in the latter by the
flanks of a plateau formed of the same rock. This plateau
rises 1000 to 1800 feet above the generally elevated coun-
try of Western Chota Nagpur, thus forming a step or
barrier between Lohardagga and central Surguja. On the
south and west the original boundaries of the coal measures
are far removed from the present limits;and broken
and semi-detatched extensions of the sedimentary rocks,
especially the Talchirs, connect the Bisrampur field with
other coal-fields, which, however, for all practical purposes,
are, and for the purpose of description may be, most, con-
veniently regarded as distinct. )

¢ The coal measures,whose limits have been thus defined,
occupy an area of about 400 square miles, throughout
which, except in the river beds or their immediate neigh-
bourhood and on a few small hills, no rocks are exposed,
a considerable covering of alluvium concealing all. To
such an extent is this the case that a traveller might pass
over the Bisrampur and Partabpur road for twenty-two
miles without seeing a single outcrop of Barakars, save
at two or three of the river crossings.

¢ The level of this area falls gradually from south to north,
Bisrampur at the south-east corner being 1943, and Kiunra
on the northern boundary 1747 feet, above the sea-level.
The drainage of the eastern three-fourths of the field is
effected by the Mahan river and its tributaries. The
waters of the remainder are carried directly into the Rer
by the Pasang and other smaller tributaries. The Mahan
itself joins the Rer ata point afew miles to the north-
west of the field, in its course traversing a channel deeply
cut in the above-mentioned barrier of metamorphic rocks
which bounds the fields on the north. This fact, if others
were wanting, affords evidence of the immense denudation
which has taken place. But in the isolated Pilka hill,
¢ formed of the upper sandstones which rest on'the southern
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‘ boundary of the field, there is a remnant of the rocks, which
* with a covering of trap filled up the basins and valleys exist-
“ingin the ancient metamorphic area. Thus it can be seen
~ “what were the conditions which gave the river a fall from
¢ above, sufficient to enable it in the long lapse of time to
* cut down through what, under other circumstances, would
“ have been an unsurmountable obstacle to the formation of
¢ a drainage outlet for this area on the north.

¢ Under somewhat similar conditions, two other con-
¢ siderable rivers, the Kanhir and Rer, have cut gorges for
¢ themselves, through which they are gradually removing all
‘ traces of those rocks whose former presence enabled them
¢ to force their way to the Son. Thus the valleys and basins
¢ are being sculptured and cleared out anew, the sedimentary
‘ rocks broken up into detached areas, and the basal meta-
¢ morphics gradually re-exposed to the direction of the

¢ denudation.’ _

Mr. Ball found in the Mahan river section a seam opposite
the mouth of the Dekia stream, of which four feet of coal and
carbonaceous shales was exposed, This coal was of inferior
quality but burnable. Higher in the section he saw a con-
siderable seam which is exposed along the northern bank and
contains much coal of third or fourth-rate quality which
might be easily worked. Just beyond the Patpuria stream
a seam of inferior but burnable coal was found, and Mr. Ball
mentions several other seams in the section of this stream
and of the Rer and other streams which traverse the coai-
field. In conclusion, he sums up the result of his inquiries
as follows :—

* With the exception of building stones, which are of the
¢ usual character found in the Barakar and Talchir rocks, the
¢ economic resources of the Bisrampur coal-field are limited
‘ to coal.

* From the imperfection of the sections, and the difficulty
¢ of identifying the partially exposed coal-seams at different
* localities, any attempt at a tabular statement of the number
¢ of seams would only tend to exaggerate the importance of
¢ the large proportion of them, which, while they will in all
¢ probability prove to be worthless, cannot, at present, from
¢ the limited data which we possess regarding them, be
¢ individually asserted to be so.
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¢ It may be regarded as an established fact that good coal
¢ does exist in fair abundance ; and from the horizontality of
‘ the seams, in a suitable condition for working. But
¢ borings can alone furnish facts sufficiently reliable for
¢ estimating the extent and thickness of individual seams,
and generally the total amount of coal existing in the field:
Such borings at a few well selected sites would, in con-
sequence of the undisturbed character of the beds, and the
comparatively small thickness of the whole formation, give
conclusive and exhaustive information as to the amount
of coal obtainable.,

‘ To prove the individual seams which, as at present ex-
posed, are the most promising, I would recommendborings
being made on the west bank of the Mahian, a mile and a
half north of Chendia; on both banks of the Mahan at
Bhagara, and on the southern bank of the. Pasang, north
of Jaldega ; and from these puints in whatever directions
¢ the original results would render it probable that the seams
¢ extended.

¢ For proving the total amount of coal throughout the
area occupied by the coal measures, borings should be
‘ made all across it. It is at present hardly necessary,
* however, to go further into the question, as the probabi- -
¢ lity of this hill-surrounded area being ever the seat of
¢ mining enterprise is so slight that the existence of coal
‘ there, in whatever quantity, can hardly be said to have
any immediate importance from an economic point of view.

¢ The coal-fields below the plateau in the Maind valley,
ninety miles to the south, are the only localities in Western
Chota Nagpur, which are ever likely to be made use of
¢ by any railway connecting Calcutta and the Central Pro-
¢ vinces. '
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¢ The following is the result of the assays of coals from
¢ five localities :—

No. | ° Coal Seams. Carbon{Volatile] Ash.
1 | Rer river near Panri (water 5°5) 57°7 | 38°2{ 4711
2 | Pasang river, Jainagar and Kumda Road 562 { 37°0| 68
3 | Mahan river Bhagara es| 50°2 | 330 | 16°8
4 | Mahin river North of Chendia... | 48°5 | 32°4 | 19°1
5 | Masa river North of Chendia (water-4) ...| 45°5 | 31°6 | 22°9
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‘ In a paper on the antiquities of Surguja, Colonel Ouseley
“ mentions the cccurrence of coal, iron, gold, ochre, marble,
¢ and lime in this State, but none of these things except coal
“ seems likely to be important from an economical point of
¢ view.’ A

445. Previous to the year 1907 no records have been

) ) maintained, but it seems that the

Famine. State 1s not particularly liable to
famine. When the crops are poor, the people can supple-
ment their food stocks with jungle produce, such as mahuas,
yams, chironzi and other fruits, particularly that of the sa/Z
tree. In 1908 some distress was experienced, due to the fail-
ure of crops in 1907. The monsoon of 1907 set in in good
time,but the rainfall was not sufficient nor evenly distributed.
In the Zappas of Ramkola, Jhilmili, Chandni, Raijkheta and
Pal the rainfall was scanty. Owing to the abrupt cessation
of the rains towards the end of August 1907, the prospect
became gloomy. Further the month of September passed
away without rain. The average outturn for the State was
estimated at ten annas, and in the more affected lagpas
mentioned above, the outturn was only from four to six
annas. Petty works were started in Jhilmili, Ramkola and
Ambikapur. In addition to this, well-to-do gaontias under-
took to construct field embankments to provide work for
their ryots. Zakav: loans were made by the State to the
extent of about Rs. goco. In the Zakadaris and Zhorposh-
diaris money and grain loans were advanced. Prices began
to rise in the latter half of 1907 and remained very high in
the first half of 1908. Rice sold at the rate of four seers per
rupee and the pinch of scarcity was felt by the people during .
this period. There were, however, no deaths from starvation.
and no cases of wandering and emaciation were noticed.

446. For revenue purposes the Surguja State is divided

Land revenue adminis- ir}to 22 lappas consisting of 1652
tration. villages; they are as follows :—

(1) Ambikapur, (2) Bilaspur, (3) Binjhpur, (4) Chalgali,
(5) Chandni, (6) Chando, (7) Deura, (8) Jhilmili, (9) Kandari,
(10) Ludra, (11) Madguri, (12) Mangarpur, (13) Mabhri,
(14) Paharbala, (15) Pal, (16) Pilkha, (17) Partabpur, (18)
Ramkola, (19) Rajkheta, (20) Rajpur, (21) Rampur, and (22)
Tatapani. Of these five are held as maintenance grants
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(called khorposhdaris) by members of the Chief’s family;
four are held by #lakadars and the remaining thirteen Zappdis
are under the immediate control of the Chief.

Formerly an officer known as a Tahsildar was placed in
charge of each group of four or five Zappas for the purposes
of revenue collection. These Tahsildirs had no judicial
powers, and their chief duty was to collect revenue from all
sources and pay the same into the treasury; but since the
transfer of the State to the Central Provinces, they are being
replaced by Naib-tahsildirs who are given judicial as well as
executive powers. '

In this State there are several subordinate tenure-holders
under the Chief, three of whom are Rajputs and are of
importance, owing to their social standing and the extent
of their estates. The first of these is the Chief of the
Udaipur State, who holds the two large and fertile Zappas
of Srifagar and Partibpur and also the smaller pro-
perties of Binjhpur and Chalgali. The Chief of Udaipur
State is nearly related to the Surguja Chief and holds
these properties as a kkorposhdir of the Surguja family.
The next in importance is Bhaiya Sheo Prasad Singh Deo,
who holds the large Zappa of Jhilmili, which borders on the
Korea State. Lastly, there is Lal Har Prasad Singh Deo
of Lakhanpur who holds the Zappis of' Rampur and Mahri.
A fourth land-holder of some importance is the Gond
ilakadar of tappad Ramkola. These kkorposhdars and ilakadars
until recent times had their own police and excise arrange-
ments, but now the Chief is responsible for these branches
of the administration. The forests of their estates are still
in the possession of the kkorposhdars and ilakadars.

Throughout this State the position of the gaontias or village
headmen s greatly inferior to that of the gaontias in Gangpur,
where they are frequently men of considerable substance and
fully prepared to resent any encroachment on their rights by
the Chief. In the Surguja State the gaonfiz is looked upon
as merely a paid servant of the proprietor of the village. He
is given a certain quantity of manwair land free of rent as
remuneration for collecting the rents, carrying out the orders
of the State, and providing supplies and coolies as required.
He is expected to keep his village -in good working order,
and if he is unable to do this, he is got rid of. There is no
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right of succession from father to son, and the gaodrtias claim-
no such right. Both in the k2kd/sa and zamindari areas of the
State a very strong hand is kept over the gaontias.

The lands are classified as (1) bakard, (2) chaurad, (3) bhita
- and (4) dand or gord. Rent is levied, except in the Lakhanpur
estate, only on the bakard lands which are regular paddy lands.
The payments in kind of urad, maize, oil and cotton, paddy
and rice at the time of dasaz salimi, are, however, anindirect
charge on the second and third class of lands; and there are
certain additional impositions in Jhilmili, known as the
kapurbhanja and reg. In the Lakhanpur estate dakara lands
are charged for at rupee one per kkandi of seed sown,
chaura at twelve annas for the same quantity of seed sown,
and bhdta at six annas per kkandi of seed sown. A usual
holding is about Rs. 4 of land, which with a small quantity
of t7kra or upland, for which rent is not charged, is cultivated
by one plough and two pairs of bullocks. The villagers
frequently assist one another in their cultivation. In the
khilsa portion of the State, the villages are leased to
thekedars by the Chief himself, while in the zamindari area
the zamindars lease out the villages, and the amount of
nasarina (premium) levied at the time of renewal of the lease
is trifling. Leases are generally given for a period of three
years.

447. The relations of the Chief with the British Government

L are regulated by a senad granted
General Administration. . . . .
Administrative control. in 1899, and re-issued in 1905 with
a few verbal changes due to the

transfer of the State to the Central Provinces. Under this
sanad, the Chief was formally recognized and permitted to
administer his territory, subject to prescribed conditions, and
the tribute was fixed at Rs. 2500 for a further period of
twenty years, at the end of which it is liable to revision.
The Chief is under the general control of the Commissioner,
Chhattisgarh Division, as regards all important matters of .
administration, including the settlement and collection of
land revenue, the imposition of taxes, the administration
of justice, arrangements connected with excise, salt and
opium, and concessions of forest or other rights, disputes
arising out of such concessions, and disputes in which other
States are concerned ; and he cannot levy import and export
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duties or transit dues, unless they are specially authorized
by the Chief Commissioner. He is permitted to levy rents
and certain other customary dues from his subjects. The
State is administered by the Chref himself. In civil and
revenue cases, his decision is final; but the Political Agent
can advise a reconsideration of any case in which a failure
of justice appears to have occurred. In criminal cases the
Chief is empowered to pass a sentence of imprisonment of
_either description for a period of five years, or of fine to
the extent of Rs. 200, or of both imprisonment and
fine to the above extent; but all sentences exceeding two
years’ imprisonment or Rs. 50 fine have to be referred to the
Commissioner for confirmation. In all cases of heinous
offences, calling for heavier punishment, the Chief exercises
the powers of a committing magistrate, and all such cases
are dealt with by the Political Agent, who exercises the
powers of a District Magistrate and Sessions Judge, but any
sentence of imprisonment for more than seven years passed
by him requires the confirmation of the Commissioner,
Chhattisgarh Division; and sentences of death require the
confirmation of the Chief Commissioner. In the administra-
tion of the State the Chief is assisted by a magistrate, who
exercises the powers of a magistrate of the second class, and
in civil matters those of a Civil Judge. Besides the magis-
trate, there is a Tahsildar at Ambikapur, the-headquarters of
the State and a Naib-tahsildar at Partibpur (a maintenance
grant of a relation of the Chief). The former exercises the
powers of a magistrate of the second class, and deals with
suits up to the value of Rs. 300, while the latter exercises the
powers of a magistrate of the third class, and tries suits up to
the value of Rs. 50. Appeals from the decisions of the Civil
Judge, Tahsildar and Naib-tahsildar in civil cases lie to the
Chief, and in criminal cases to the Political Agent.

448. The excise administration is now entirely in the
hands of the Chief, who receives all
the income derived from this source,
The excise system in force is the outstill system. The total
number of liquor shops and outstills in the State is 176 and
the area of the State is 6089 square miles with a population of
331,011 souls in 1gor. This gives one shop to every 34 square
miles and one shop for every 1991 souls, The shops are put

Excise.
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up to auction annually. For the supervision of the excise
department, there is a staff of an Excise daroga and four
peons. The brewing of kandia, or kusna (rice-beer) as it is
called here, has been entirely forbidden. The Saontas, Kor-
- wias and Khorakas were all addicted to liquor, and brewed 11
not from rice but from gondhli, meru and kuithi, The Manjh-
wars, Ahirs, Kols, Oraons, Bhuinhiars and Gonds all used
to drink rice-beer freely.

There are also twelve shops for the sale of gamja and
opium inthe State. Opium is purchased from the District
treasury at Bilaspur and gdnje is purchased from the
wholesale vendor at Bilaspur-and is not grown locally now.

449. At the headquarters of the State there is a dispen-
sary, named the Laurie Dispensary,
after Mr. H. M. Laurie, who was the
Political Agent when this institution was opened in 1906.
It is manned by two Hospital Assistants, a compounder and
the necessary staff of servants. The total number of patients
ireated at the dispensary in 1908 was 3040 and the number
of surgical operations performed was 71, The dispensary
staff vaccinated 552 persons while the staff of eight vacci-
nators employed in the interior of the State dealt with 5163
persons in 19o8. The work of the vaccinators is supervised
by the senior Hospital Assistant. )

450. The total number of schools in the State is eighteen
~ including one girls’ school. None

of them teaches above the primary
standard at present. The number of pupils attending the
schools is 1222 including girls. Competent and certificated
teachers have been appointed to look after these schools.
There is also a Deputy Inspector of Schools for the State.
The institutions are making fair progress, but education in
this State cannot be looked upon as anything but back-
ward, and it is only within the last three or four years
that.any serious attempts have been made to reach the
people.

451. The State is divided into 13 Station-house circles
with g outposts attached to them.
The State has thus a larger number
of Station-houses than any other State (except Bastar) under
this Agency, and the police work is probably the heaviest.

17

Medical and Vaccination.

Education.

Police.
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House-breakings and dacoities form the bulk of the crime,
and for thess the Korwas, who live on the boundary of the
Palimau District, are mainly responsible. The police force
consists of one Inspector, 15 Sub-Inspectors, 18 head-con-"
stables, 26 writer-constables, and 153 constables. Besides
the police force, there is a body of rural police here known as
goraits or chaukiddrs. They are paid by local contributions
from the villages which they serve, each man having
charge of a circle of villages. The gaontias and villagers
themselves decide what each village and villager is to pay,
and this system appears to work smoothly. The Chief and
the zamindars do not interfere in the matter at all. The
govaits (chaukidars) are drawn from the lowest classes, such
as Pankas and Ghasias, and are ignorant and wanting in
intelligence, but are fairly satisfactory agents for the report-
ing of crime and the collection of vital statistics, provided
that their work is regularly checked on the spot.

452. The jail at the headquarters of the State has recent-
ly been practically reconstructed and
enlarged. The average daily popu-
lation during 1908 was 131°49 convicts. The establishment
is under the charge of the magistrate or Tahsildar who has
under him a jailor, a head warder and seventeen warders.
The industries carried on in the jail are oil-pressing, weaving
and wheat-grinding, but many of the prisoners are also
employed outside the jail on brick-making and gardening.
The jail garden is a large one and capable of providing an
ample supply of vegetables for the prisoners. There is no
special Hospital Assistant attached to the institution, but the
Medical Officer from the town hospital visits the jail daiiy
and treats such of the prisoners as require medical care.
Prisoners sentenced to more than two years’ imprisonment
are transferred to the British Central Jail at Raipur. Until
recently each of the larger land-holders paid for the keep of
each criminal from his estate, but now they pay a lump sum
annually irrespective of the actual number of prisoners from
any particular estate.

453. There is no Public Works Department in the State.
The .construction and repairs - of
roads, buildings and bridges are
carried out by local labourers under the degar system.

Jail.

Public Works.
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454. The following Acts are in
force in the State :—

(1) The Indian Penal Code.

(2) The Criminal Procedure Code.

(3) The Civil Procedure Code.

(4) The Evidence Act.

In other respects the spirit of British Indian Acts is
followed.

455. The real income and expenditure of the State in 1908
were Rs. 2,40,473 and Rs. 1,66,523
respectively. The chief items of
income were land revenue Rs. 77,757, excise Rs. 25,597,
stamps Rs. 1193, law and justice Rs. 2491, jail receipts
Rs. 2368, pounds Rs. 2360, and by sale of investment
Rs. 5000 ; while the important items on the expenditure
side were tribute Rs. 25235, allowances and assignments
Rs. 47,074, administration Rs. 11,570, forests Rs. 1404,
excise Rs. 6164, jail Rs. 13,875, police Rs. 16,409, education
Rs. 3813, medical Rs. 2137, miscellaneous (such as live-stock,
garden, etc.) Rs. 33,485, public works Rs, 8164 and loans
Rs. 12,930. The income from forests and lac has hitherto
been appropriated by the Chief, and the expenditure on the
department has at the same time been borne by him. In
future however the income and expenditure will be accounted
for in the State treasury accounts, and it is possible that
this will raise the total income of the State to nearly twice
its present figure, if lac continues to be a popular crop with
the people. '

Laws in force.

Income and Expenditure.




UDAIPUR STATE.

456. This State was formerly included in the Chota
Nagpur States of Bengal, but in
1905 it was transferred tothe Central
Provinces. It covers an area of 1052* square miles, lying
between 22°-3' and 22°-47’ N. and 83’-2' and 83°-48 E.
On the north it is bounded by Surguja, on the east by Jashpur
and Raigarh, on the south by Raigarh, and on the west by
the District of Bilaspur.

457. The State is walled in on the north by the great
' plateau of Mainpat in Surguja, which
rises to a height of 3781 feet above
the sea. From the edge of this tableland, which forms the
watershed of streams running north and south, a steep
descent.of 1500 feet leads down to the fertile valley of the
river Mand, and is continued in a succession of terraces to
Raigarh and the southern boundary of the State. The
northern half of the State is hilly and covered with forests,
while the southern portion is more level and open. The
Maind river flows south from the Mainpat plateau for about
fifteen miles and then turns westward past the capital of the
State, Dharamjaigarh or Rabkob, until it reaches the border.
It then bends to the south and forms the boundary of the
State for the greater part of its course from that point. The
channel is deeply cut through sandstone rocks in a series of
alternate rapids and pools, and the river is not navigable in
any part of its course within Udaipur. Four miles west of
Dharamjaigarh it is met by the Koerga river which likewise
rises in the Mainpat hills, and at the southernmost point of
the State it is joined by the Kurket river, ultimately falling
into the Mahanadi river in Raigarh. These are the only
streams of any size.

458. The forésts are mainly composed of sal (Siorea
robusta), but do not appear to con-
tain at present much timber of
value. In the past they have been too freely felled and

1. This figure, which differs slightly from the area shown in the
Census Report of 1901, was supplied by the Surveyor-General.

Position and boundaries.

' Physical features

Botany.
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tapped for resin, and all timber which was easy of access has
been exploited. The kusum (Schieickera trijuga) and palas
(Buteo frondosa), which arevaluable for the production of lac,
are common. The saj (Terminalia tomentosa) grows freely in
the plains and is used for rearing the tasar silk-worm. The
mahua (Bassia latifolia) is plentiful and much valued as a
source of food and drink. The skisham (Dalbergia laiifolia)
and biju (Plerocarpus Marsupium) occur, but are not com-
mon. Among the other trees of value may be mentioned the
harvi (Terminalia Chebula), tendiz (Diospyros melanoxylon),
char (Buchanania latifolia) and bamboo (Dendrocalamus
strictus). In the open country we find the munga (Moringa
pleryrgosperma), jamun (Eugenia Jambolana) pipal (Ficus
religiosa), banyan, dummar (Ficus glomerata), nim (Melia
indica), " kadam (Anthocephalus kadambda), ber (Zizyphus
7ujuda), jack-fruit and tamarind. '

459. The chief geological formation of the State is a coarse
carboniferous sandstone, appearing
on the west in a low range of hills,
which divides the small river Koerga from the Mand coal,
gold, iron, mica, laterite and limestone exist, but no regular
investigation has yet been made into the mineral resources
of the State. A coal-field, situated two miles east of Dharam-
jaigarh, is worked for brick-burning. Coal also crops up in
tha bed of the Mand river about four miles to the west of
Dharamjaigarh, and recently a seam has been found close to
the Mand river at Lat, a village in the south of the State.

460. The wild buffalo is now extinct in this State, but
the bison (Bos gaurus ) is still found
in the northern hills. The forests
also contain tigers, leopards, bears, wild hog, sambhar
(Cervus unicolor), spotted deer (Cervus axis) and nilgai (Bos
clephas tragocamelus). Wild elephants occasionally stray
in from the south. Among birds the peafowl, red jungle-
fowl, the green pigeon and the grey partridge may be
mentioned. ’

461.  Ever since the conquest of Surguja by the Raksel
Rajputs, the Udaipur State formed
: part of the Surguja State, and was
an appanage of a younger branch of the ruling family in
Surguja. In common with the rest of the Surguja group of

Geology.

\Vild animals and birds.

History.
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States, it was ceded to the British Government by the
provisional agreement concluded with Madhoji Bhonsla (Appa
Sahib) in 1818. At the time of its transfer to the British,
Kalyan Singh, then Chief of Udaipur, paid tribute through
Surguja. In1852the Chief and his two brothers were convict-
ed of man-slaughter and sentenced to imprisonment, and
Udaipur escheated to Government. At the time of the Mutiny
in 1857, the former Chief and his brothers made their way
back to Udaipur, and established a short-lived rule. In 1850,
the survivor of the two brothers was captured, convicted of
murder and rebellion, and transported for life to the Andaman
Islands. Subsequently in 1860, the State was conferred
on Bindeshwari Prasad Singh Deo, a brother of the Chief
of Surguja,who had rendered good service during the Mutiny.
This Chief resided "at Partabpur, the headquarters of a tract
which he held as a maintenance grant in Surguja, and was a
ruler of considerable ability and force of character. In 1871 he
aided in the suppression of a rebellion in the Keonjhar State,
for which he received the thanks of Government, and gifts of
an elephant with gold-embroidered trappings and a gold watch
and chain. He obtained the title of Rija Bahadur as a
personal distinction, and was also made a Companion of the
Most Exalted Order of the Star of India. In 1876 he died, and
was succeeded by his son, Dharamjit Singh Deo, who took up
his residence at Rabkobin Udaipur, which he re-named Dha-
ramjaigarh. He died in 1900 leaving a son, Chandra Shekhar
Prasad Singh Deo, who is still a minor, and has been edu-
cated at the Rajkumar College, Raipur. The State, during
his minority, has been under the management of Govern-
ment, first under the direction of the Commissioner of Chota
Nagpur in Bengal, and later (since 1905) under the Commis-
sioner of the Chhattisgarh Division of the Central Provinces.

462. In 1881 the population was returned as 33,955, in
1891 as 37,536, and in 1901 as
45,391 ; this large increase is due
partly to a more accurate enumeration and partly to the
country having been rendered more accessible by the open-
ing of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, which passes within seven
miles of the southernmost point of the State. The popula-
tion is contained in 196 villages, and the density is 43 persons
to the square mile.

Population. Statistics.
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463. At the last census, Hindus numbered 41,373 and
Animists 3897. The aboriginal tribe
of Kaurs (18,000) is the most import-
ant section in point of numbers.
‘These people claim descent from Chhatris who were defeated
by the Pandavas at Kurukshetra and subsequently migrated
to their present abode. The zamindar of Bagbahar is the
local head of the tribe, and has recently ordered his followers
to give up alcohol and the keeping or eating of fowls, a sign
that they are endeavouring to raise themselves in the social
scale. The Kaurs believe universally in witchcraft and magic
and worship Mahadeo and a large number of godlings,
amongst the later being a former gaontia of Girsia village who
was killed by a tiger, and whose spirit is believed to return
from time to time in the shape of a man-eating tiger. The
village priests are usually Baigas, but Bairagis occasionally
serve in this capacity, and the priest of the zamindar of
Bagbahar is an Uriya Brahman. The Bhuiyas, Chiks, Manjh-
wars, Mundas, Oraons and Pans, with from 2000 to 4000 each,
are also well represented. The Gonds are said to have
come from the Chianda District; at one time many of -
them held the positions of zamindars, but at the present day
only two persons have this status, namely, the zamindars of
Chhal and Sur, and the estate of the latter is insignificant.
The Raj-Gonds are Hinduized, but the Dhur Gonds resemble
the Kaurs. The Oraons seldom rise to be gaontius, but are
considered excellent labourers owing to their hardiness and
physical strength. About three-fourths of the population
are agriculturists, and the majority of the remainder are
labourers indirectly dependent on agriculture. Traders and
artizans are a negligible quantity, and the higher castes are
scantily represented. Several Rajputs from the Gaya Dis-
trict have, however, settled here and there as tenants and
petty moneylenders, and in the latter capacity have earned
a bad reputation for dishonest dealing and excessive usury.

464. The villages are generally split up into several
hamlets or distinct  quarters are
assigned to the various castes. A
well-drained site with easy access to water is selected and
the houses of the more important tenants are grouped round
that of the gaontia in an irregular fashion. -A well-to-do

Religion, occupation and
caste.

Social life and customs.
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tenant’s house has four or five rooms in the main building
with a fenced yard in the front and at the back in which his
cattle sheds and out-houses are located. The poorer classes
have single-roomed houses with a verandah along the front.
Tiled houses, though very rare, are now beginning to appear
here and there. Usually, however, the buildings are thatched
with grass and the walls are of mud or of wooden pahsadmg,
plastered with mud.

Rice, 'supplemented by Indian corn and various pulses, is
the staple diet of the people throughout the State. Vege-
tables and fish are’added at the evening meal, and the stale
rice, with water and salt added, is taken in the morning.
Those who cannot afford much rice make a kind of rice-gruel
and take that. Jungle root and fruits are also freely used. The
clothing of the people is very simple. Men wear a dhoti, a
piece of cloth wrapped round the head, and another piece
thrown over the body. Usually coarse cotton clothis worn,
but the better class wear tasar silk cloth. The women wear
a single piece of cloth wrapped round the waist and then
carried over the upper part of the body, and adorn them-
selves freely with anklets, armlets, necklets, bracelets and
ear-rings of brass or base metals. Men often wear silver
bangles and waist-belts. Few people can boast of a com-
plete set of brass cooking-vessels, and the house furniture is
usually very 'simple, consisting of a few wogden benches,
stools and some string cots.

465. Amongst the local castes, the parents arrange the
marriages without the intervention
of a barber or Brahman, and no
Brahman is needed at the wedding
itself.” The auspicious day for the marriage is fixed by a
panchayat of the caste and the ceremonies at the bride’s
house last the greater part of three days. At the bhanwar
ceremony (when the bride and the bridegroom together walk
round a pole seven times) seven women assist instead of a
Brahman, and each is given a sass for this. The young
. couple receive presents of money, cooking-pots, etc., from
their parents and relations. Widow re-marriage is per-
mitted among the local castes. The ceremony is simple.
The woman puts on chéris (bangles) and covers her head with
a sar7 presented by the man in the presence of a panchayat.

Ceremonies at mar-
riages, births and deaths.
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The man touches her right ear, and the couple then salute
all who are present. The ceremonies at birth and death are
not in any way noteworthy.

466. The chief amusements of the aboriginal castes are
singing and' dancing. The Gonds
have the 4aerma, in which the men
form line opposite the women and dance and sing love-songs
in answer to one another to the accompaniment of drums.
The boysindulge in stilt-walking in the rains and play tip-cat,
while the girls play with dolls and indulge in blind man’s
buff. Generally speaking, however, the people have few
amusements. .

467. The Raj-Gond zamindar of Chhal with 13 villages
and the Kaur zamindar of Bagba-
har are the two most important
men in the State. A third zamindar (Sarbjit Singh Gond of
Sur) owns now only one village. Among the gaontias Beni
Das Bairagi of Dhaska Munda and Balbhadri Mahakul of
Lureg are the most important.

468. The commonest soil is matisz, a yellowish clay well
adapted for growing rice. The
black soils known as kankdr and
dors@ are not frequently met with. Palkachhar, an alluvial
soil, is fairly common. The inferior soils are known as
bhata and patparkachhir ; they contain an admixture of
pebbles, are usually found in high-lying ground, and require
frequent fallows. Fields are also classed according to their
positions (in order of merit) as dakard or dhondhi, gabhar,
nar, darha and ¢/kra. The first three are excellent for rice,
and the bakard fields in palkackhir soil on the banks of .
rivers can be double-cropped.

469. Statistics of crop-areas are not available, but there
‘ is no doubt that rice is by far the
most important crop. The varie-
ties distinguished by the people are very numerous, and the
systems of cultivation are the same as in Sarangarh and Rai-
garh, though manuring and irrigation are not so commonly
resorted to. Caterpillars and grass-hoppers are the chief
pests. Urad (Phaseolus radiatus), mang (Phaseolus munge)
and arhar (Cajanus indicus) are commonly grown. There is
an early variety of the latter known as aghani, which is har-
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vested in November. Among the millets, kodon (Paspalum
screbiculatum), khedi (Panicum psilopodium), janwa (Panicum
Jrumenlaceum) and kang (Setaria italica) are grown, and in
hilly tracts two grass-like crops known as rend: and bed:.
Among oilseeds til (Seseamun indicum), jatang: (Guisotia
oleifera), castor and mustard are the most common. Cotton
is also grown, generally on new land manured with a layer
of ashes. San (Crotalaria juncea) is also grown. Wheat is
cultivated in some of the northern villages, and gram is
grown to a small extent everywhere.

470. The cattle bred locally are insufficient for the needs
of the people, and hence many
animals have to be imported from
the Sakti and Bamhni markets. Cows are kept for breeding
purposes and not for their milk. In the hot weather some
rice-straw is given to the cattle when they return from graz-
ing in the evening ; otherwise they live on what grazing
they can pick up. Cow-buffaloes are not often found except
in possession of well-to-do tenants or professional graziers.
The local ponies are poor ; goats and sheep are found in
every village, but are usually kept for the purposes of sacri-
fice only. '

471. The State has hitherto done little in the way of
granting cash loans for land im-
provement or purchase of seed and
bullocks. Grain loans, both for seed and food, are how-
ever freely granted to gaoniias and tenants, repayable at
harvest with 25 per cent. interestin kind ; and in famine
times the interest is often remitted. Private moneylenders
charge high rates for cash loans varying from two to
five per cent. per mensem. The Kaurs and Gonds, who
age given to drink and careless in money matters, fall
easy victims to these people. It will be interesting to see
whether the prohibition against drinking, lately issued by
the zamindar of Bagbahar to the Kaur tribe, brings about an
improvement in their material condition.

472. Local inquiry shows that thirty years ago husked
rice sold at four maunds to the rupee,
unhusked rice at ten maunds, urad
and muang at three to three and a-half maunds, cotlon
(uncleaned) at two maunds, and kodon at eight maunds.

Cattle. .

Loans.

Prices.
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But by 1885 husked rice was selling at one maund and urad,
mang and til at thirty seers to the rupee. In 1887, owing
to famine, the price of rice and mang rose to six seers, of
urad to ten, and of til to five seers. At present husked rice,
"urad and mang sell at twelve seers and til at eight seers
per rupee. The opening of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway,
which passes within seven miles of the border of the
State and within forty miles of its capital, has brought
about this levelling up of prices.
473.. Labourers locally known as kamiyas are divided
Wages. into four classes—

(1) Sawkhas.~—~These men obtain advances of a few rupees
without interest from their masters in lieu of any money
payment as wages, a daily ration of grain or rice, cloth and
a blanket. If a man repays his advance, he can take service
under another master. The members of his family can work
for any one, and the sewkha hilnself can work for others if
his master does not require his services.

(2) The ordinary kamiyas.—These people are -the worst
off, receiving cooked food from their employers but no paddy.
Sometimes they get a present of clothes, but no advances
are made to them, and they live from hand to mouth as they
happen to get empolyment.

(3) The parikha kamiyis.—These receive no wages, but
cultivate dry lands of their own. Being unable to pay the
rent for wei lands or to keep plough cattle, they arrange
with the wealthier ryots to drive the latter’s ploughs or work
on their land for two days and in return use their employer’s
plough and cattle for one day to plough their own dry land.

(4) The bura kamiyis.—This class consists mainly of
those who have taken cash loans on interest and cannot
repay their debts. They are given Rs. 12 a year (which is
set-off against their debts), and occasionally receive clothes
and blanksts. Fortunately there are not many of this
class.

A grazier receives a small quantity of grain every night
from each man whose cattle he watches, besides the milk of
all milch cattle every fourth day. He also has a little land
rent-free. The wives of the lkemiyas generally clean the
cattle stalls, receiving in return two sa»is or lugrdas. The
village servants, suchas the gorast and jhankar (village
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watchman), barber, washerman, and priest hold land rent-
free, and receive dues in grain also. Washermen are only
employed when there is a death in a house, and the barber
is also not generally employed.

- 474.  The industries are limited to the simple needs of the
community. Pankas, Chiks and
Mehras turn out coarse cloth for
local wear ; Bharewas and Kasers manufacture the rough ank-
lets and other ornaments worn by the women-folk ; the Kum-
hars turn out earthen pots and rough tiles and bricks ; and the
Chamars shoes and leather yoke-strings and water-buckets.

475. The usual measure, the #imbi, is one of capacity sup-
posed to contain 160 tolas or *two
seers of rice. Subdivisions of this
are—the man (40 tolas) and the cZurk: (20 tolas). Twenty
{3mbis make one khandi (one maund) and ten kkandis make
one gond. A katcha seer of 48 tolas is also used and a katcha
maund of rice is supposed to sow one acre of land.

476. Markets are held twice a week at the capital
. (Dharamjaigarh), and once a week
at five .other places in the State,
‘chief among which are Pithalgaon and Maharajganj. There
are no markets for the sale of cattle only.

477. Before the opening of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway
all imports came on pack-bullocks
from Gaya District, Mirzapur and
Calcutta. Now, however, imports and exports come 7@
Khursia station in Raigarh State, 39 miles from Dharam-
jaigarh. The chief articles of import are salt, tobacco, cotton
cloth, gur, spices, kerosine oil, hardware and metal utensils,
while the chief exports are rice, mahui, chizonyi (an oily
edible nut like the pistachio), horns, hides, wax, lac, g4j, til
(Sesamum indicum) and cotton.

478. The State maintains 213 miles of roads, but most of
these are mere fair weather tracks.
A surface road with wooden
bridges, which it is hoped to raise to a second-class road,
runs from Dharamjaigarh to Ero on the Raigarh boundary
(324 miles). Thence the Raigarh State is constructing a
second-class road to Khursia station (64 miles). Fair
weather tracks lead from Dharamijaigarh to Sakti on the
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south-west, to the Surguja border on the north and to Tamta
on the east.

479. Nearly every village contains more or less forest,
but the most heavily wooded tracts
lie in the northern half of the State
and along the hills bordering Raigarh in the southern half.
The forest area is estimated at about 600 square miles, of
which about half is reserved. The principal species of trees
found are enumerated in the paragraph on the botany of the
State. 8@l (Shorea robusta) is the chief timber tree,and in
some places attains a fair size. The forests have, however,
been so much cut about and damaged by being tapped for
resin that there does not appear to be much useful timber
available. The income from lac and grazing dues is
included in the forest accounts. In 1go7 the forest income
was about Rs. 12,700 and the expenditure a little over
Rs. goo. Commutation fees brought in about Rs. 2goo ;
sale of wood (timber, bamboos and fuel) about Rs. 8700 and
minor produce about Rs. rroo. The staff consists of a
darogd, a muharrir and ten peons. The ryots are allowed
free grazing for their cattle, but professional graziers pay
four annas a head for each cow-buffalo.

480. There is reason to believe that there is a good deal
of coal in the State, and iron is also
found there. A beginning has re-
cently been made in the way of exploration, but the work is
not sufficiently advanced to justify any positive statement as
to the value of the mineral resources of the State. Gold,
iron, mica, laterite and limestone are also known to exist,
but it is doubtful if the three first-named articles are worth
taking up seriously.

481. The earliest famine of which the people have any
recollection is that of 1868. No
written records have been found,

but the surviving eye witnesses say that continuous heavy
rain in that year rotted the crops in the fields, and that
after the people had re-sown their land, the rain stopped
entirely and the crops withered for lack of moisture: The
people resorted to the jungles and lived on roots, fruits,
leaves and bark. They had plenty of money from the sale
of lac but no grain. Raja Bindeshri Prasad came to the
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rescue by throwing open his private granaries and selling
cleaned rice for eight seers to the rupee and juar and kodon
at twelve seers. He also advanced loans freely, in cash and
kind, to the tenants and gaontias at 25 per cent. interest,
which were easily repaid at the next harvest. In 1876 the
people of this State did not feel much distress. In 1887,
the crops were poor (45 to 60 American notation), and the
price of rice rose to six or seven seers per rupee owing to
the demand for export. The Raja opened public kitchens
served by Brahmans and relief-works on tanks, embankments
and roads. Thousands of the jungle-folk were employed on
cutting and sawing wood for sleepers. Loans in cash and
kind were also freely advanced as in 1868, but in spite
of all, the mortality is said to have been heavy. Again, in
1899-1900,.there was a failure of crops, due in this instance
to the sudden cessation of rain and the drying of the fields
before &diasi operations could be carried out. The price of
rice rose to seven or eight seers per rupee, but the people do
not appear to have been severely distressed. With the aid
of roots and fruits from the State forests and such crops as
they were able to harvest, they managed to hold out. The
State advanced seed-grain free of interest to those who
needed it. In 1907 the rain again failed, ceasing early in
September'; but the crops were generally fair. Prices again
rose to the pitch of 189g9-1900, owing to the demand from
outside ; but on this occasion the people were able to sell for
export and profited accordingly. Those who had parted
with all their stocks were given loans from the State
granaries or made their own arrangements with private
dealers, but no relief measures had to be undertaken.
482. "The State was so remote and backward prior to the
. advent of the railway that but little
tr:;?;‘: revenue adminis-  ,410ntion was bestowed on its deve-
lopment until recently. In the time
of Raja Sheoraj Singh the land revenue was fixed by abritra-
tors selected from the gaontias, who are State servants
appointed, one in each village, with the approval of the
general body of ryots thereof, to superintend the village
affairs. Rice-growing land (d%eiz) alone was assessed ; the
uplands (¢an7 and Z7kra) were left out of account, because the
tenants gave their labour without payment for State purposes
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in return for the crops raised on these lands. When the
revenue had been determined, another arbitration board, con-
sisting of the gaontias and leading tenants, distributed it
between the holdings. For this purpose each holding was
split up into AZuntis or units according to its seed capacity.
A khunti is the area which can be sown broadcast by one
khandi (32 seers) of rice, and this area differs considerably
with the soil and position of the field. The gaeontia was
remunerated by being allowed to cultivate, free of payment,
an area which was supposed to be equal to one-tenth of the
occupied area of the village, and which in practice was usually
the best land available. The net result of the assessment,
therefore, was that the whole of the revenue enhancement
had to be borne by the tenants, and the gaonfia contributed
nothing, except that at each settlement he made a present
(nasardna) to the Chief in return for which he was given pan
(betel) and a turban. Even this zaezarara did not come out
of his own pocket if he was strong enough to induce his
tenants to pay it. The land revenue, however, was trifling,
and averaged only about Rs. 5 for a village. Coin was virtu-
ally unknown, and the State dues were paid either in kind, in
the shape of ropes, baskets, fish and rice, or in cowries at
two hundred cowrzes to the doganis and 36 doganis to the
Nagpuri rupee.

During the reign of Raja Bindeshwari Prasad this system
seems to have been continued. He does not seem to have
troubled much about the Udaipur State, which was some
miles from his residence (Partabpur of the Surguja State) and
was no doubt insignificant as compared with the tracts which
he held in Surguja for his maintenance; but the land revenue
was practically doubled in his time and averaged Rs. 10 for
each village. When his successor, Raja Dharamjit Singh,
came to the throne and shifted his residence to the present
capital of the Udaipur State, he tightened his grip on.
affairs there, began to collect revenue in cash, and raised the
average assessment on each village to Rs. 50, a 24un#i of the
best quality of rice-land paying one rupee, of second class
land about ten annas, of third class rice land eight annas.
In practice the incidences are lower than this, because, when
the people extend their rice cultxvatlon, the new area
remains unassessed until some one comes round, and in
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many cases escapes altogether ; such land is called locally
amal land, Rija Dharamjit Singh appointed officers called
thekedars whose duty it was to report to him on the condition
and revenue paying capacity of the villages under their
jurisdiction, and he paid them by levying a cess of one
. rupee from each village. At the same"time he impused a
very large number of taxes—some thirty in all—in addition
to the land revenue proper. Of course no single individual
was liable to pay every one of these taxes, but few people
escaped the meshes of his net and even beggars were [forced
to contribute something to the State exchequer. The forests
were also divided into protected and reserved forests and
the people were made to pay in one way or another for all
the forest produce which they used. His subjects were in
this way taxed to the fullest possible extent. Since the
State came under the management of Government, owing to
the death of Raja Dharamjit Singh in 1900 and the minority
of his heir, nearly all the miscellancous taxes imposed by
the late Chief have been abolished. ’

Proposals to make a land-revenue settlement, taking into

account all land occupied for cultivation, have recently been
sanctioned ; and when this work is completed, it is intended
to abolish the system under which tenants have to give their
labour to the State free of payment in return for the profits
which they derive from the uplands cultivated by them free of
rent. That system is undoubtedly unfair, because it presses
hardly on the more accessible villages, while those which are
more remote supply little or no labour ; and its abolition will
be a great boon to the residents of the State.

484. The relations of the Chief with the British Govern-
ment are regulated by a sanaed grant-
ed in 1899 and re-issued in 1903,
with a few verbal changes, due to
the transfer of the State to the Central Provinces. Under
this sanad the Chief was formally recognized and permitted
to administer his territory subject to prescribed conditions,
and the tribute was fixed for a further period of twenty years,
at the end of which it is liable to revision. The Chief is
under the general control of the Commissioner of Chhattis-
garh as regards all impc;rtant matters of administration,
including the settlement and collection of land revenue, the

Genera.l Administration.
Administrative control.
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imposition of taxes, the administration of justice, arrange-
ments connected with excise, salt, and opium, and disputes
in which other States are concerned; and he cannot levy
import and export duties or transit dues, unless they are
specially authorized by the Chief Commissioner. He is
permitted to levy rents and certain other customary dues
from his subjects, and is empowered to pass sentences of
imprisonment up to five years and of fine to the extent of
Rs. 200, but sentences of imprisonment for more than two
years and of fines exceeding Rs. 50 require the confirmation
of the Commissioner. Heinous offences calling for heavier
punishment are dealt with by the Political Agent, Chhattis-
garh Feudatories, who exercises the powers of a District
Magistrate and Sessions Judge in respect of such cases,
while the functions of a High Court are performed by
the Commissioner of Chhattisgarh, subject to the proviso
that all sentences of death shall be submitted to the
Chief Commissioner for confirmation, and that appeals
against such sentences shall also be disposed of by the Chief
Commissioner. Sentences o imprisonment for more than
seven years, imposed by the Political Agent, require the con-
firmation of the Commissioner.

During the minority of the present Chief, the State has been
administered by a Manager (now styled Superintendent) aid-
ed by two Assistants. The Superintendent has the powers
of a District Magistrate and one Assistant has the power of
a first class Magistrate and District Judge. Appeals from
their decisions lie to the Political Agent, while the Commis-
sioner of the Chhattisgarh Division has the powers of a High
Court. The other Assistant is posted to the &horposhdiri
estates in Surguja State and has no judicial powers,

484. The State maintains 13 schools in all, and there are
in addition 8 private schools. The
’ total number of scholars in all these
" institutions is 14335. A Deputy Inspector of Schools is
shared by the State with Surguja and Jashpur and works
under the orders of the Agency Inspector of Schools, There
are signs that a desire for education is spreading in this
State, but so far only primary schools, teaching the verna-
cular up to the fourth standard, have been opened. Since

1go} the number of schools has risen from nine to twenty-
18
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three, and of scholars, from 230 to 1419 ; while the average
attendance has increased from 68 to 79 per cent. The ex-
pendidure on education in 1908 was nearly Rs. 4300.

485. Hitherto no village maps or land records have been

maintained, but under the orders of

Land revenue scttle- . . . .
ment and records. the Local Administration, a rough

: survey and settlement of the State
is now being taken in hand under a Settlement Superinten-
dent, assisted by a staff of Revenue Inspectors and patwaris.

486. The civil suits in this State are of a simple nature
but the courts have to be careful
that settlers from outside do not
force unconscionable bargains on the simple natives of the

State. Crime is generally light, and not of a heinous type,
though the Korwas in the neighbouring Zkorposhdari tract of
Surguja State occasionally give trouble by committing
dacoities in this State. ,

487. The outstill system is in force here and 32 circles
with an average area of 33 square
miles a piece are in existence. The
liquor is distilled from the flower of the mahua (Bassie
latifolic). The income from the auction of the circles in
1908 was Rs. 3742, but if the temperance movement, in-
augurated by the zamindar of Bagbahar continues to spread,
the receipts of the State will probably fall off markedly. The
consumption of opium and ganje in 1908 was 36 seers and
3z maunds 29} seers respectively, and the license vend fees of
the then existing shops of each class were Rs. 177 for opium
and Rs. 350 for ganja. The latter drug was formerly grown
locally, butits cultivation has been stopped and the State
now procures its supply fiom a wholesale licensed vendor
at Raipur or Bilaspur at a rate fixed by tender plus
five rupees per seer duty paid to the Local Adminis-
tration. Opium is procured from a British Treasury at
Rs. 23 per seer. The licensed vendors purchase opium
at Rs. 30 per seer and ganja at Rs. 7 per seer from the
State. , '

488. There are no municipalities in this State. At
Dharamjaigarh and in the villages
sanitation is a simple affair. The
_people of Dharamjaigarh subscribe among themselves to

Litigation and Crime.

Excise.

Sanitation.



UDAIPUR. 275

maintain a staff of sweepers, and the State assists by a
-contribution. In the villages the gaontias are responsible for
the cleanliness of their villages.

489. A dispensary is maintained at Dharamjaigarh,
under the charge of a Hospital
, Assistant, assisted by a compounder,
at a cost of about Rs. 1591 per annum. In 1908, 5681
outdoor and 23 indoor patients were treated, and 19 major
-and minor operations were performed.

490. Vaccination is compulsory in the State, and is
carried out by two vaccinators-under
the supervision of the Hospital
Assistant. In 1908, 647 persons were vaccinated success-
fully at a cost of Rs. 340.

491. The jail building was washed away by the Maind

Jail. river in 1906, and, pending the

construction of a new set of

buildings on a safer site, the prisoners are accommodated in

a portion of the range of buildings which serve as offices.

Here there is accommodation for 24 prisoners. The cost of

maintenance is Rs. 1384, and the industries are oil-pressing,
weaving of coarse cloth and tape, and grinding rice.

492. The public works of the State are wunder the
Executive Engineer, Chhattisgarh
States Division, The Superintendent
fulfils the functions of a Sub-Divisional Officer, and has an
overseer who is responsible for the technical part of the
work. The programme of work is heavy ; for the capital
is totally unprovided with suitable public buildings. A
palace for the Chief and a set of offices and court houses
have nearly been completed ; but a police Station-house and
office, jail, dispensary and guest-house have still to be built,
and gradually several additions will have to be made to the
palace. The survey and construction of roads is also needed.
During 1907 and 1908 respectively the expenditure on public
works was Rs. 44,271 and Rs. 55,187.

493. The sanctioned strength of the force is one Inspector,
five head-constables and thirty
constables, distributed between the
Station-house at Dharamjaigarh and 3 outposts at Tamta,
Sonpur and Chhal, respectively. This gives one man fo

Medical relief.

Vaccination.

Public Works.

Police.
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every 29 square miles of country and 1260 inhabitants.’
The cost to the State is about' Rs. 5000 per annum. The
police are assisted by the village watchmen or chaukidars,
who are remunerated by grants of land revenue-free and by
dues in grain levied by them from each house in their circle.

494. The following British Indian Acts are in force in
Laws in force. the State :—
(1) Tha Indian Penal Code.
(2) The Criminal Procedure Code.
(3) The Civil Procedure Code.
(4) The Evjdence Act.
(3) The Excise Act.

Speaking generally the spirit of British laws is followed.

495- The then Feudatory Chief RajasBindeshwari Prasad

Takoli. Singh executed an agreement on

the 12th December 1860 in token of

having received the pargana of Udaipur through the favour

of Government and the Government of India granted a sanad

with the title of Raja Bahadur to him and fixed the tribute

at Rs. 533-5-4. By the saznad of 1899 granted to the ruling

Chief Raja Dharamjit Singh, the tribute was fixed at Rs. 8oo
up to the year 1919, when it will be liable to revision.

496. The real income and expenditure of the State
for -1008 " were Rs. 1,091,417 and
Rs. 2,09,709. On the receipt side,
, the chief items were land revenue
Rs. 28,247, excise Rs. 5847, forests Rs. 28,269, law and
justice Rs. 938, stamps Rs. 39€, jail Rs. 219, pounds Rs. 307
and by sale of investments Rs. 83,931 ; while on the expen-
diture side, the items were tribute Rs. 800, allowances and
assignments Rs. 92,233, political supervision Rs. 5364,
administration Rs.10,875, forests Rs. 4243, excise Rs. 1587,
jail Rs. 1384, police Rs 5083, education Rs. 4203, medical
and vaccination Rs. 1932, public works Rs. 55,187 and
miscellaneous (live stock, garden, &c.), Rs. 18,331. The
expenditure was specially heavy in this year, because the
marriage of the young Chief had to be celebrated at a cost
of about Rs. 82,€00. The large programme of public works
which is being carried out has also necessitated unusual
expenditure.

Income and Expendi-
ture.
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JASHPUR STATE,

497. This State lies in the Central Provinces between
_ ~ 22°%17" and 23%15’ N. and 83°-30
ca??:‘:]t‘lll::lses and physi- 4 84°-24' E., and covers an area
' of 1948' square miles. Till 1903 it
was included in the Chota Nagpur States of Bengal. It is
bounded on the north and west by the Surguja State, on the
east by the Ranchi District of Bengal, and on the south by
Gangpur, Udaipur and Raigarh. Jashpur consists in almost
equal proportions of high land and low land. On the Ranchi
side the magnificent tableland of Uparghat attains an
average elevation of 2200 feet above the sea, and is fringed
by hills which in places rise a thousand feet higher. On the
east the Uparghat blends with the plateau of Chota Nagpur,
while on the west it springs from the low-land region known
as the Hetghiat in a scarped fortress-like wall, buttressed
here and there by projecting masses of rock.

The Uparghat again is divided by a slight depressivn from
the still Joftier plateau of Khuria, which occupies the north-
western corner of the State, forming the watershed between
the Ib and the Kanhar, a tributary of the river Son This
plateau consists of trap-rock topped with volcanic laterite,
overlying the granite and gneiss which form the surface
rocks at lower elevations. The low-lands of the Hetghat and
of Jashpur proper lie in successive steps descending towards
the south, broken by ranges of low hills, isolated bluffs, and
bare masses of gneiss and other metamorphic rocks.
The granite of this low region frequently rises into bare
round knolls, the most conspicuous of which is called the
Burha fromits fancied resemblance to an old man’s bald head.
The principal peaks are Ranijhula (3527 feet), Kotwiar (3393
feet) and Bharamurio (3390 feet). The chief river is the Ib,
which flows through the State from the north to south.
Several waterfalls are found along its course, the finest
being formed by the rush of its waters over a square mass
of trap rock, where it passes from the high tableland of the

1. This figure, which differs from the area shown in the Census
Report of 1901, was supplied by the Surveyor General.
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Uparghit into the flat country of Jashpur proper. Owing to
numerous rapids, the river is not navigable below these falls.
The smaller rivers of Jashpur are mere hill-streams, all of
which are fordable except at brief intervals during the rains.
In the north these are feeders of the Kanhar and flow
towards the valley of the Ganges, while on the south they
run into the Ib and contribute to the river system of Orissa.
Gold is obtained in small quantities from the banks and bed
of the Ib river, near the Gangpur border, by the Jhora Gonds,
who wash the soil ; they make over the gold to the Raja, and
are paid by him in rice. Ironis obtained in a nodular form
in the hilly tracts, .and is smelted by aboriginal tribes for
~export.

498. The most important trees are sal (Skorea robusta),
sissie (Dalbergia sissoo) and ebony
(Diospyros melanoxylon). The best
blocks of forests are in the Hetghat round Badarkhol and
Dhonga Amba. In the Uparghat the only forest of im-
portance is in the east near Siatamuli. Owing to the distance
from the railway there is as yet little demand for the timber ;
the forest near the Gangpur border has, however, been leased
to a contractor. Besides timber the chief jungle products
are lac, tasar silk and bees’ wax, all of which are exported,
sabar grass (Ischaemum angustifolium) and a large number
of edible roots and indigenous drugs. An attempt was made
by the Raja to start a trade in myrabolams, but it failed
owing to the cost of transport. The mahua (Bassia latifolia)
is common everywhere except on the Khuria plateau. Near
village cites a mango grove is usually found and the jack-
fruit is also popular.

499. The jungles contain tigers, leopards, wolves, bears,
wild dogs, sambhar ( Cervus uni-
color), spotted deer (Cervus axis).
Bison (Bos gaurus) and nilgai (Bos Elephas Tragocamelus) are
now rare and spotted deer, formerly very common, have
become so scarce that the Raja has issued special orders
for their protection. The red jungle-fowl is very com-
mon and spur fowl are also found. The grey partridge
occurs everywhere and-the black partridge is found in

‘Khuria. Green pigeons and blus-rocks are also found every:
where.

Botany.

Wild animals and birds.
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500. The heat on the Uparghat and Khuria plateau is
never oppressive even in the hot
weather ; while in the cold weather
sharp frosts are not uncommon in Khuria. This tract is
notoriously malarious from August to October. In the
Hetghat it is warmer, but still not as hot as Bilaspur or
Sambalpur during the hot weather, while the cold weather
is pleasant. The average annual rainfall at the capital,
Jashpurnagar, on the Uparghit is 67 inches. In the Hetghat
there is no measuring station.

502. The early history of the State is obscure, but the
tradition is that the country was
formerly under Dom rulers one of
whom, Raibhin, was ousted by Sujan Rai an ancestor of the
present Chief. Sujan Rai himself was the eldest son of the
Sonpur Chief, a Rajput of the solar race whose family origi-
nally came from Banswara in Rajputana. His father died
while Sujan Rai was away on a hunting expedition. In the
absence of the heir-apparent the second son was installed on
the Sonpur gaddi. When Sujan Rai came back his younger
brother offered to abdicate in his favour, but this Sujan Rai
would not allow., He became a seanyasz and in the course of
his wanderings reached Khuria, where he found that the
Dom Raja's subjects were conspiring to get rid of their Chief.
Sujan Rai placed himself at the head of the malcontents,
fcught and killed the Dom Raja and ascended the throne in
his place. Later the Chief of Jashpur became a tributary of
the Bhonsla Raja of Nagpur and paid an annual tribute of
21 buffalo calves direct to his suzerain.

[n 1818 the State with the rest of the Surguja group of
States was ceded to the British Government by the pro-
visional arrangement concluded with Madhoji: Bhonsla,
Although noticed in the second article of this agreement as a
separate State, Jashpur was at first treated in some measure
as a fief of Surguja and its tribute, the amount of which was
last fixed in 1899 at Rs. 1250, is still paid through that
State. The Chief, however, is not bound to render any
feudal service to Surguja and save in the matter of the
payment of tribute, the State is dealt with as a distinct
territory. The Jashpur story is that tribute was paid direct
unti! the British took over the country, but in 1826 the

Climate and rainfall.

History.
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Jashpur Chief, Raja Ram Singh, who was then a mere boy,
was induced by the Surguja Chief to visit Surguja and was
there imprisoned by his host until he acknowledged the
latter as his overlord. The relations of the Chief with the
British Government are regulated by a sanad granted in 1899
and re-issued in 1go5 with a few verbal changes due to the
transfer of the State to the Central Provinces. Under this
sanad, the Chief was formally recognised and permitted to
administer his territory subject to prescribed conditions and
the tribute was fixed at Rs. 1250 for a further period of
twenty years, at the end of which it is liable to revision.
The Chief is under the general control of the Commissioner
of Chhattisgarh as regards all important matters of ad-
" ministration, including the settlement and collection of land
revenue, the fmpOSition of taxes, the administration of justice,
arrangements connected with excise, salt, and opium and the
" concession of mining, forest and other rights, disputes
arising out of any such concessions and disputes in which
other States are concerned ; and he cannot levy import and
export dues or transit duties, unless they are specially au-
thorized by the Chief Commissioner. He is permitted to
levy rents and certain other customary dues from his subjects
and is empowered Lo pass sentences of imprisonment up to
_five years and of fine to the extent of Rs. 200, but sentences
of imprisonment for more than two years and of fine exceed-
ing Rs. 50 require the confirmation of the Commissioner.
Heinous offences calling for heavier punishment are dealt
with by the Political Agent, Chhattisgarh Feudatories, who
exercises the powers of a District Magistrate and Sessions
Judge. The Commissioner occupies the position of a High
Court and sentences of more than seven years’ imprisonment
passed by the Political Agent require the confirmation of the
Commissioner, while sentences of death require the confirma-
tion of the Chief Commissioner.

502. The only object of archavlogical interest in the State
is the temple of the deity krrown as
the Khuria Rani from whom the
highland Korwis claim descent. The temple is situated on
an almost inaccessible rock not far from Sanni. The image
appears to be one of Buddha and the temple in which it
stands is also apparently of Buddhist origin. It is curious

Archzology.
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that, in spite of its feminine name, the deity is a god and not
a goddess. The account based on hearsay which is given in
volume XIII, page 206 of Hunter’s Statistical Account of
Bengal, is not strictly accurate. There is no cave in the face
“of the cliffs ; at the base are a few projecting rocks at the
foot of which goats and sheep are sacrificed. No particular
prayer is offered at the time of the sacrifice: all that is said is
¢ Oh Khuria Rani! take this thy sacrifice.” There are no
clefts or fissures in the rock. The people say that they have
never heard anything of the incident so graphically described
in Hunter's account. Worship is only offered at this shrine
on the accession of a Diwan of Khuria.

503. The population of the State in 1891 was returned as
113,636 ; but by 1901 it had risen to
132,114 or 68 persons to the
square mile, distributed over 566 villages. The increase is
due to the inducements held out by the Chief to immigrants
to settle and take up the extensive area of culturable waste
land available in the State. The people have also benefited
by the introduction of- sugarcane and wheat cultivation, and
the construction of fair weather roads from the capital to the
borders of Ranchi, Surguja, Udaipur and Gangpur.

3503. The most numerous castes and tribes are Oraons
(47,000), Rautias (12,000), Korwas
(10,000), Ahirs or Goalas and Nag-
sias (gooo each), and Chiks and Kaurs (7000 each). The
Oraons have within the last few years come under the
influence of the Roman Catholic and Evangelical Lutheran
Missionaries, whose base of operations is in the Ranchi
District. Some twenty thousand of them, according to the
Chief’s estimate, have signified their abandonment of their old
beliefs by allowing the missionaries to cut off their top-knots;
but the Missionaries themselves claim a larger number of
adherents. The Roman Catholics have secured about twice
as many top-knots as the Lutherans. Possibly, the fact that
they .do not absolutely forbid indulgence in alcohol, while
the Lutherans taboo it altogether, has something to do
with their greater success. Both Missions are proceeding
cautiously in the matter of baptism.

The Korwas are divided into Paharia and Diharia accord-
ing as they are wandering hillmen or settled villagers.

Pepulation.  Statistics.

Caste.
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The ilakadar kncwn as the Diwian of Khuria is the head ot
this wild tribe. The Pahiria Korwias live by hunting and
shifting cultivation, and are liable to break out into crime.
Some years ago they rebelled and gave considerable trouble.
The Diharia Korwas claim that they are Hindus, look down
upcn the Pahiaria Korwas and decline to intermarry with
them, saying that they will eat anything. The Paharia
Korwias in turn heartily despise the Diharias, and there
seems to be no doubt that the Paharias are the true repre-
sentatives of the original tribe. They do not live in
villages, but each household has its home perched away in
some inaccessible spot on the hill-sides. A Paharia Korwa
will eat a dog, and in fact anything except the poisonous
classes of snakes. Most of the lessees of villages are
Rautias or Oraons ; and the best cultivators are Rautias,
Khairwars, Kaurs and Mahkurs or Uriya Ahirs, domiciled in
the State. Pandripat and the tablelands of the Khuria
plateau afford excellent pasturage, and the Ahirs from
Mirzapur and elsewhere bring large herds of cattle to graze,
the fees paid by them being a considerable source of income
to the State. Many Ahirs «have permanently settled in
Khuria. The Khairwars, thoughnot numerous, are influ-
ential people.

505. As regards religion, 60 per cent. ol the population
are classed as Hindus, 20 per cent.
as Animists and 16 per cent. as
Christians. The Oraons who have turned to Christianity
have given up their ancient superstitions; but elsewhere the
belief in evil spirits and witchcraft is universal among the
people. Every calamity or illness is attributed to the evil
influence of a demon (bA#t) or a witch (diin). The demon
has to be propitiated by calling in a priest called a Baiga,
(who may be of any caste) and sacrificing a fowl or a goat.
When witchcraft is suspected, a specialist called a mo/7 is
summoned to ascertain who is responsible. He usually
names scme old and poor woman, who is thereupon turned
out of the village. In old days sterner measures were
adopted, and there is a place called dain-therha on the
Ranchi border, where persons convicted of the practice

of witchcraft used to be killed by being hurled from a
rock.

Religion and language.



JASHPUR. 283

A dialect of Hindi somewhat akin to Chhattisgarhi is the
prevailing language of the State. The Oraons and Korwas
speak their own dialects, A few Mundas are found who, of
course, speak Mundari.

506. .\ village .usually consists of a few thatched huts,
seldom more than twenty in number,
with mud or wattle and daub walls
grouped together on rising ground. A whole family, with
their cattle and pigs, often occupy only a single hut. Tiled
houses are extremely rare, and the general style of the
dwellings and the clothing and furniture of the people
show that the standard of comfort is not high. At
the same time the people are well nourished and content-
ed. The men go about clad often in 2 single narrow strip
of cloth round the loins or a small d/ofi, but they also possess
a large body cloth called burks of thick close texture, cost-
ing Rs. 3-8-0, and a head wrap of some kind with, in'some
cases, a good blanket. Amongst the Rautias and some of
the Bhuiyas and better class ryots, there is a demand for cloth
of a finer quality than that made of the local cotton, which,
though it makes up into a thick, warm and durable cloth, is
of a coarse texture. The people have tried German blankets,
costing Rs. 2-4-0 in the State and one rupee in Calcutta ;
but are beginning to fight shy of them, because they say
they do not wear well. The women wear a single piece
of cloth fastened round the waist and then carried over
the body. Earthen pots are usually used for cooking,
and the house furniture consists of a string cot or two
and some stools or benches. Kerosine oil, though it is
on sale in Jashpurnagar, is not used by the villagers.
Luxuries are practically unknown., The people till their
lands and win their food and seem perfectly contented
with their lot. The sale of their excess stocks give them
a little ready cash for any small purchases they desire to
make. They have plenty of fuel for the labour of cutting
only. )

Marriages are arranged by the parents of the contracting
parties,but are, as a general rule, not celebrated until the boy
and the girl are adolescent. .The marriage tie is lax, and is
usually dissolved without demur by the husband,if he is paid
the sum which was spent on his wedding. The custom of

Social life and customs.
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-purchasing a wife by working for her parents for a term of
years is not uncommon.

The principal ceremony in a Jashpur marriage is the applica-
tion by the bridegroom to the bride’s forehead of sendur
(red lead). Among the Oraons the younger brother of the
bridegroom guides his hand. If a widow marries again,
the sendur is wiped away by her sister, and the second hus-
band applies a fresh lot. Among Oraons, who have aban-
doned their old beliefs and are seekers after Christianity, the
bride and bridegroom exchange rings.

The people have not many amusements, but all seem fond
of dancing. The Korwas have a wild war dance of their own.
The men armed with spears, axes, bows and arrows march
round in a circle to the beating of a drum while a few women
stand in the centre and beat time with their feet. The dan-
cers do not appear to chant any regular song as they move,
but utter a guttural cry in time to the beating of the drum.
The Kols of the Khuria plateau have three distinct dances
namely, domkach, jethwali and kasma. The men and
women dance together in line, linked by clasping hands be-
hind one another’s backs and sing to the beating of drums.
Mr. L. E. B. Cobden Ramsay, I. C. S., gives the following
description of these dances and of the songs which accom-
pany them.

(1). Domkack.—This song and dance is performed at any
time of the year, but performances are especially given at
marriage festivals and during the festival of the Holi. A
translation of the words sung when dancing is given below.
The dance is very similar to kerma but the pace throughout
appears to be livelier. Itis danced in line, with hands clasp-
ed behind round the waist. The wheeling movement of the
flanks on the centre, a figure in the 4erma dance, was not
observed in the performance given of the domkack dance.

(2). Jethwali.—This song and dance is celebrated from the
last week in Chait (end of March) just after the completion of
the Surhoul festival up to the end of the second week in
Jeth, z.e., to end of May. This song and dance is usually
performed without any beating of drums or music. One
long line is formed of men and women in alternating order,
one man being between each two women. The line moves
round in a large circle at first slowly, but the pace gradually
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becomes fast as the circle is narrowed. Eventually hands are
joined behind the back,-and a complete circle is formed and
the dancers wheel round and round in an unbroken circle,
alternately taking one step forward and one back and then
moving on a pace. These dances are usually held at night.

(3) Aarma.—This dance and song is celebrated {rom the
middle of May (Jeth) to the middle of September (Bhadon),
when the Kols celebrate their festival of 2a»mad. The dancers
form up in line and then to the sound of the drums
advance in a straight line, clasping hands behind one another’s
backs. The dance consists of a step forward with one foot,
balance of toe and heel ; the same stepis then repeated with
the other foot, and the line of dancers then advance, gra-
dually quickening their pace to the beat of the drum ; when
the fastest time isreached, the flanks wheel in towards one
another. The time then gradually slows down, and the line
straightens itself out again, and the dancers to the same
step work back to their original starting point. The dance
is a pleasing one to watch, is decorous, and the poise of the
bodies is graceful.

A translation of the words of the songs sung at the dances
is given below.

Domkach.—(1) What are fu/si and betel famous for? Of
the plants of flowers zulsi'is the best and of leaves betel is the
best. Among females Radhika is the most virtuous and
beautiful of all. Among males God is above all. 1 should
sacrifice my life for God.

(2) From what side the monsoon blew, and from what side
the cloud appeared in the sky, and which side it rained ?
From the east the monsoon blew, in the west cloud appeared
in the sky, and it rained on all four sides.

(3) It began to rain copiously, and I ran and hid in my
brother’s houseyard; but it was not safe there, and so I hid in
my brother’s palki. There too I was wet and was compelled
to hide myself in my brother’s sleeping room. '

Jethwili.—{1) When my brother was alive, he had nine
hals (ploughs) in his possession and used to plough duweuri
dund with them.

(2) I always remained, my daughter, with you; now old
age has come. In my youth I did not leave you, but now my
old age is reached.
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Karma.—(1) Of children, daughters are too much cared
for, but they are not for those who care for them but for
others. ' .

(2) I maintained my brother with so much difficulty, but
he went away to foreign countries. It is said that a gold
earring and a twin brother are the dearest things; but it is
greatly to be regretted that he went away to foreign countries.

(3) How beautiful and green look the leaves of betel. It
is by chewing this betel that all the teeth of Raja Ram Singh
have become red.

(4) Who else is sitting in my brother’s yard, with a red
turban on his head ? I am your beloved son-in-law. Be kind
enough to let your daughter go.

5c7. The chief families are those of the five akadars
of Khuria (Korwa), Pharsiabihar
(Jhora Gond), Bandarchua (Kawar),
Arra and Khertadih (Rautias). Except in the case of
Khuria, these estates are made up of a number of scattered
villages.

508. Rice is looked upon as the most important crop in
this State. and the people recognise
a hundred and fifteen varieties of it.
The soil whichis held in the greatest esteem for rice, and
which is met with extensively in the Hetghat, is a greyish
clay, mixed with sand, known locally as %ariharmazti. Near
the foot of the hill-ranges, a black soil is found which, though
not suited to rice, grows excellent crops of wheat and barley.
No statistics of cropping are available in this State. All
cultivation is divided broadly into dkoin or rice-land and
tanr or dry-land. The dhoin land is divided into three
classes according to its quality, and there are three systems
of cultivation as in Sarangarh, v7z., (1) transplantation, (2)
sowing after the seed has been first forced to germinate
under the influence of moisture and heat, and (3) ordinary
broadcast sowing. Much labour is expended on embanking,
and, where necessary, terracing the rice fields. On the
Khuria plateau, the Paharia Korwias grow aerkar (Cujanus
Zndicus) on the slopes, felling and burning the forest growth
to fertilize the soil. These people have not advanced to
cultivation with the plough as a general rule. The elevated
plateaux known as pafs (Pandrapat, &c.) in that region are

Leading families.

Agriculture.
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rolling downs now, with the exception of the crests, almost
all under plough, the cultivators being Kisans and
Diharia Korwas, settled in regular villages. The soil here
is a grey clay only two or three feet deep above rock.
It does not retain moisture well, and bakes under the
sun as hard as brick.  Only inferior crops are grown, and
the land requires frequent rest. The Paharia Korwas
do not cultivate these downs, but confine themselves to the
jungle-covered spurs and hill-ranges, which lead up to the
swelling uplands of the pafs. Bamboo jungle springs up
when the original growth has been cleared away, and this is
preferred by the Paharia Korwis for their special style of
cultivation. The Zan» lands are often red laterite, and in this
class is included a large area which can only yield a crop
once in five or seven years. Such land should be allowed to
go back into jungle. Besides the crops already mentioned,
good crops of mustard, til (Sesamum indicum), jolungi
(Guisotia oletfera), linseed (Limum usilatissimum), urad
(Phaseolus radiatus), miang (Phaseolus mungo), and kulthi
(Dolichos uniformis) are raised on the #an» lands and round
homesteads. Cotton of a coarse kind is also grown to a
considerable extent on the higher lands of the Hetghiat and
on the plateau round Jashpurnagar, both for local consumption .
and for barter with traders. All over the Hetghat and on the
plateau round Jashpurnagar water can be obtained within a
few feet of the surface. Wells of a permanent nature are,
however, rare. On the Khuria plateau the plough cultiva-
tion is often irrigated from pools formed in depressions in the
"hill-sides, which in favourable seasons yield a supply of water
even in the hot weather. Indian corn and some %4 sorts of
vegetables are grown in the garden plots near the homesteads.
In the more elevated portion of the State Indian corn will
not grow. The mahua tree also dies out up there, but in
some of the villages peach trees can be seen. :
509. The local cattle are small and not very strong. For
heavy work in rice-fields buffaloes
are used. The best animals are
imported from Palamau, and Mirzapur, whence many pro-
fessional graziers bring their herds for the sake of the good
pasturage and water available on the hill-slopes in the north-
western portion of the State. The principal cattle markets

Cattle, sheep and goats.
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are held at the capital, Jashpurnagar, and at Lodam. Sheep
are not numerous, but nearly every one keeps either goats or
pigs or both, for sacrificial purposes as well as for food. .
Fowls are also commonly kept for the same purpose, and are
frequently let loose in the jungle, where they seem to mix
with the red jungle fowl.

2

510. Prices in this State are fairly low owing to.its dis-
tance from the railway. Rice sells
ordinarily at 16 to 21 seers per rupee
according to the nature of the harvest, but it has been known
to rise to seven seers. Ghi sells at one and a half seers. A
cart-load of fuel costs two annas only. Salt costs two annas
a seer in the rainy season and one and a half annas in the
open season. Cotton is bartered for its weight in salt or
twice its weight in gur. .

511. A farm labourer employed by the year is paid twelve
maunds of paddy and six rupees in
cash and receives a warm cloth for
the cold weather and also another piece of cloth® His
wife generally cleans the employer’s house and does odd jobs
indoors, for which she receives her food and Rs. 2 in cash
annually and two saris. Servants employed by the month
receive from one to two rupees in cash and their food, a warm
cloth in the winter and a dhofi at Dasahra time. In small
villages a common grazier is employed. Inlarge villages the
different groups of householders engage each their own
grazier, and a well-to-do tenant often has a grazier in his
exclusive employ. The usual rate of wage is one maund of
paddy for each pair of bullocks and five to ten gailis (a paila
is Zth of a seer) for a cow and calf. A private grazier gets
one rupee a month and his food with one warm cloth and one
dhoti yearly. Carpenters receive Rs. 3 to Rs. 6 a month and
masons Rs. 3 to Rs. 8 a month at the capital. In the out-
lying villages masons are not found, but the local carpenter
generally charges from two to four annas a day for his
services.

512. The paila, a measure supposed to hold fourteen chit-
tacks of rice, is the usual measure.
Twenty pailis make one klandi and
three khendis make a pacihi. There is also a seer of 48,
tolas as well as the standard seer of eighty tolas.

Prices.

Wages.
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513. Trade is carried on almost entirely on pack-animals.
Carts cannot negotiate the pass
leading from the Hetghat to the
plateau on which Jashpurnagar lies, and if they surmounted
this obstacle they would be of no use in the hills of Khuria.
The import and export trade is in the hands of Baniis, who
come from Raigarh, Jharsogra, Lohardagga and Ranchi.
Rice, oil-seeds, cotton, g%i, lac, hides and sal sleepers are the
chief items of export, while the imports consist of cloth (mill-
woven) both Indian and foreign, salt, gu7, tobacco and brass
vessels. Woollen cloth is imported by Kabulis. '

514.  The principal roads are only fair weather tracks
carried over the smaller nullahs on
wooden bridges.  They “connect
Jashpurnagar with the Ranchi District and the Gangpur,
Udaipur and Surguja States and appear to meet the present
needs of the State. - ax

515. The only manufacture worthy of note is that of cloth
' carried on by the Chiks. Generally
the people bring their own thread to
the Chik to be made up and an Oraon or'Kol will sit by the
Chik as he works until his cloth is ready. The articles most
commonly woven are body cloths called dur#is, which are
generally about 20 cubits (ten yards) long ; and gamchas and
dhotis, which vary from four to five cubits in length. Therate
of remuneration is one pazla of paddy per gas, which here mea-
sures about 3} cubits. * A cubit (katk) for the purpose of cal-
culating the Chik’s remuneration is the length from the tip of
the extended middle finger to the elbow’ meaSured along the
under-side of the arm of the particular customer. "Sometimes
the Chik is paid in cash at one pice per kazh. Very occasionally
the Chiks purchase imported thread for weaving into fine
white cloth-and they are said to make two annas profit on every
rupee’s worth of thread worked up. In the Khuria plateau a
Chik recéives two puilas of paddy per hath; in that tract the la-
bout of making up the raw cotton in thread is sometimes done
by a hired labourer receiving two pazlas of paddy per diem.

516 The State contains in some parts - fine stretches of
- forests, both in the Hetghat "and
- Uparghat. The crests and upper
slopes of the hill-ranges are covered with sa@/ timber,” but as

19
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a rule it is not of much size. In the Khuria 7/d%a the forest
is mostly scrub jungle and has small immature saltrees. The
forests however have no commercial value owing to their
distance from the railway. To carry sa/ sleepers to Jharso-
gra costs between nineteen to twenty annas a sleeper, and
it is not expected that the trade now being carried on will pay.
In the neighbourhood of Kerdina on the Uparghat there are
some magnificent sa/ trees on the hills, but the area of the
forest is small. The ruinous system of ringing the forest
trees promiscuously for resin is not now indulged in. The
income from forests in 1908 was Rs. 15,153 of which Rs. 2027
was obtained from sale of timber, Rs. 551 from grazing and
Rs. 5817 from the sale of minor forest produce.
517. No thorough investigation has been made into the
‘ mineral resources of the State. Gold
is obtained in small quantities from
the banks and beds of the Ib river near the Gangpur border
by the Jhora Gonds, who wash the soil ; they make over
the gold to the R3ja and are paid by him in paddy. Iron is
procured in a nodular form in the hill tracts, and is smelted
by aboriginal tribes for export.
518. Forrevenue purposes the]ashpur State is divided into
_ . two subdivisions, one consisting of
and revenve admini-  the Jands held by the Raja (known
as the khalsa portion of the State),
and the other of the lands held by the five under-tenure hold-
ers known as zlakadars. With the exception of the estate
held by the z/akadar of Khuria, there is no compact block of
country held by any zl@kadar. Their villages are scattered
about amongst the 24a/sa villages and their estates are small.
In the kAalsa villages, the R3ja farms out the majority of
the villages to lease-holders called ¢kekeddrs. The leases are
almost in every case granted only for three years, and in one
or two instances for five years. On the renewal of a lease
the thekedar pays a salami of one-fourth of the rental and
during the currency of the lease only three-fourths per annum
of the estimated rental. Thus in a village of which the rental
is said 1o be Rs. 100 if the lease is for three or five years, the
thekedar pays Rs. 25 as salami, and Rs. 75 annually as rent.
The remission of Rs. 25 is given on account of the lands
known as majkia lands, which represent about one-fourth of

Minerals.
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the village lands and from the proceeds of which State servants
visiting the village are fed and some village servants are
maintained. The #hekeddrs thus enjoy a certain area of land,
according to the size of the village, held rent-free. These lands
are here known as manwar or mijhia. The kotwar, who is
appointed by the thekeddr, to assist him in managing the
affairs of the village, receives some lands out of the Ziekedar’s
own mdjhia land. The kotwar holds it at the pleasure of
the thekedar. The lease of a village is generally renewed
with the old lease-holder, unless there are complaints against
him on the part of the ryots, in which case the lease is given
to another thekeddr. No mnasardna or fine is levied on a.
succession. The other villages are held in the direct posses-
sion of the Raja, who, by his own agency, collects the rents
-and cultivates the manwir lands with the gratuitous assistance
by the ryots. In the #ldkadari villages the ilakadars follow the
same system as in the kAdlsa villages. The rentals of dhoin
lands are assessed at the rate of R. 1, R, 0-12-0, R. 0-8-0
for first, second and third classes dkoin lands respectively.
The Zanr (or gora) lands are exempt from rent. Rentalsasa
rule are not increased at the renewal of the leases ; butin any
case in which it is considered that a considerable increase is
justifiable owing to the spread of cultivation, the Raja or
7lakadar makes a regular measurement. Besides the rents
numerous cesses are realized, Of these the chaukidari, dik,
hospital, school and tonga cesses were annually paid by the
ryot. The jardo or winter clothing cess, the Dasahra Zikq,
#ikhi tika and a few other salamis are imposed on villages and
not on individuals, and their incidence is light. The land is
measured by a laggi of six haths (cubits). Twenty laggis by
twenty are known as one kafchia. The people at large have
no idea of land measurement. When asked the amount of
land held by them, they either state the amount of rent paid
or the quantity of paddy expended by them in sowing it.
The latter kind of measurement varies necessarily with the
nature of the soil sown. When estimating their land accord-
ing to rent paid, they speak of kafckias, annas and rupees.
Four kafchias equal one anna, and one anna of land is by the
measurement system held equal to four dighas. The thekedars
have no rights beyond the term of the tkekd, and cannot
transfer, mortgage or sublet. There are in all 598 villages
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in the State, of which 145 are held by sl@kadars and 64 are the:
private estate of the Chief, the Rani, the heir-apparent and,
his wife. . The remaining villages, are klzalsa The' iakolz
payable by zlakaa’ars is revisable at the end of twenty years,
and is liable to enhancement to the extent of 33 per cent,. of
the takdlz The zlakadars have no nght to the, forests con-
talned in their zlakas. , :

519. The State is admlmstered by the Chref w:th the
assistance of a Diwan, and an officer;
who exercises the powers of a magis- -
trate of the ﬁrst-class and ClVll Judde-
The hmxtatlons lmposed upon the Chref by the terms. of his
sanad_have already been set-out in the Hlstory paragraph
In c1V1l suits the Chief has the powers of the High Court.
There 1s no appeal adalnst his decrslon in civil matters, but
the Pohtlcal Agent can advrse the Chxef to modlfy or, alter
hxs dec1sxon in any case in whrch a faxlure of justice seems to
have occurred Before 1857 the Jashpur Chief had the power
to pass_ sentence of death but it was Wrthdrawn in or about.
1862 In those days the prisoners who had to suﬂ’er the extreme
penalty of the law used to be hanged on a mango tree, which
is still in. ex1stence and whrch bears the name of phansz-amba
At present the. Chref can in crlmmal cases 1mpose sentences.
of imprisonment up to ﬁve years and of fine up to Rs 200 ;
but all sentences exceedmg two years’ 1mpr1sonment or Rs. Do
fine have to be referred to the Commxssxoner for. conﬁx:rnatron
In all cases of hemous oﬂ'ences, callmg for heav1er punish--
ment, the Chlef exercises the powers of a commlttmg magis-
trate,  The Polmcal Agent is the District Maglstrate and-
Sessxons]udge in. such cases ; but any s sentence of imprison-
ment for more than seven years passed by him requires the
conﬁrmatlon of the Cornmlssroner, and sentences .of death
require the. conﬁrmatnon of the Chlef Commlssxoner The
whole State is. drvrded into two tahs:ls, over each of w hrch
there is a Tahs:ldar, who, however, does not exercrse any
powers, whether judicial or revenue. Hns ch1ef duty is. to-
collect cesses and grazmg dues :

. 520, - The Indran Penal Code, the Codes of Crvnl and
Crxmmal Procedure, the Evidence
Act,. Arms. Act,. Excise Act, and‘
Registration Act are followed in this State as far as posslble
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521. The outstill system of excise prevails throughout
the State. There are altogether
42 outstills with as ‘many liquor
shops, which are auctioned every year in December. There is
‘onlyone opxum and gan]a shop at the headquarters and a'few
branch shops in the interior of the State. Oplum and ganja are
purchased by the State respectlv_ely from a British treasury
and a licensed wholesale vendor and sold to retail vendors in
the State. The income from excise in 1908 was Rs. 15,150

522. The police force consists of 1 Inspector, 3 Sub-
Inspectors, 6 head-constables and 51
constables, most of whom are either
Rajputs or Kayasths. There are three police Station-houses.

523. Thejailis a fine building and contains accommodation
for 150 prisoners including females.
The average daily number of
prisoners in the jail in the year 1908 was 196, and the cost of

maintenance was Rs. 5499, of which Rs. 863 went to the
pay of the staff and Rs. 4636 to the dieting and clothing of
«convicts. _

524. There is a dispensary at the headquarters with a
Hospital Assistant attached to it.
About 5000 patients are treated
annually, and the institution is maintained at an annual cost
of Rs. 2676.

525. Vaccination is compulsory in the State. The staff
consists of one head vaccinator and
four vaccinators. About 4000 per-

sons are successfully vaccinated every year.

526. The State is at present very "backward -in point of
education, as might be expected
where so many of the people are
.aborigines, but thc Chief is doing his best to increase the
number of schools. At present there are 11 of these. insti-
tutions in existence with 776 scholars on the rolls and a daily
average attendance of 578. Only about 4 per cent. of the
-children of school-going age are on the rolls.

527. The real income and expenditure of the State
for 1908 were Rs. 96,687 and
Rs. 1,03,435 respectively. On the
receipt side the chief items were land.revenue Rs. 49,450,

Excise..

" Police.

Jail

Medical.

Vaccination.

Education.

Income and Expenditure.



294 CHHATTISGARH FEUDATORY STATES.

forests Rs. 5150, excise Rs. 16,093, stamps Rs. 950, law
and justice (courts of law) Rs. 572, pounds Rs. 700 and
miscellaneous *Rs. ¢617, while on the expenditure side
they are—tribute Rs. 1255, allowances and assignments
Rs. 45,049, administration Rs. 890z, forests Rs. 873, excise
Rs. 610, law and justice (criminal Acourts) Rs. 1018, jail
Rs. 6151, police Rs. 8131, education Rs. 3129, medical
Rs. 2676, vaccination Rs. 776, settlement Rs. 218, and
miscellaneous Rs. 7312.




KOREA STATE.

528. Korea was a State in the Chota Nagpur Division
of Bengal until 1905, when it
was transferred to the Central
provinces. It lies between 22%356/
and 23°-48' N. and 81°-56’ and 82°-4%' E., with an area and
population of 1631 * square miles and 35,113 persons respec-
fively. It is bounded on the north by the Rewah State, on
the east by the Surguja State, on the south by the Bilaspur
District, and on the west by the Chang Bhakar and Rewah
States. This State is virtually nothing but one vast mass of
hill ranges, crowding in on one another and covered with
dense forests. In the small villages between the hill-ranges
there is a little cultivation. The country is divided into three
distinct steppes : the first from the plains of Srinagar in
Surguja State on the east to the low lands of Patni and
Khargawan ; the second from thence to the uplands round
Sonhat and the third to the great plateau stretching away
to Chiang Bhakar State on the west. The general level of
the lower tableland is about 1800 feet above the sea. The
Sonhat plateau has an elevation of 2477 feet and the maximum
elevation of the highest plateau is 3370 feet, this being the
altitude of the Deogarh peak. The Sonhat plateau forms the
watershed of streams flowing in three different directions—on
the west to the river Gopath, which has its source in one of
the ridges of the Deogarh peak, and divides Korea from
Chang Bhakar, on the north-east to the Son, and on the
south to the Hasdo, the largest river in the State, which runs
nearly north and south into the Bilaspur District and even-
tually falls into the Mahanadi. Its course is rocky throughout,
and there is a fine waterfall at Kirwahi. - Sonhat was until
lately the capital of the State, but the Feudatory Chief found
it unhealthy and has recently moved to Baikunthpur (some
sixteen miles south) and is constructing a new capital there.

Boundaries and physi-
cal features.

1 This figure which differs from the area shoyn in the Census Report
of 1go1 was supplied by the Surveyor-General. ‘
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* 529. The geological formations of the State are not very
well known. The tableland consists
. . of coarse -sandstones.  Iron is
common and coal has also been found.

530. The trees that are most common in the forests are
sal (S/zorea robusta), palis (Bulea
JSrondosa), mahui (Bassia latifolia),
char (Buchanania latifolia), harri (T erminalia Chebula), bija
(Pterocarpus Marsupium), and kusum (Schleickera trijuga).
The %kair (Acacia Catechu) i is occasionally met with, teak
and babil (Acacia arabica) are not found.

531. Tigers and wild elephants at one time were numerous
and committed serious depredations.
They caused the desertion of many
>small v:llages, but their numbers have now been considerably
reduced. Bison and w1ld buffalo are found in the northern
part of the State. Sambhar (Cervus unicolo?), nilgai (Bos s
Elephas T mgocamelus), ravine deer (Gasella bennetts), hog
deer, mouse deer, and bear are common throughout the State.

§32. ' The rainfall was not registered in this State before
]une 1908, but the average annual
rainfall, as estimated by the Chief,
is 60 inches. The “climate of the State is fairly healthy.
‘Frosts and fogs occur in winter ; in summer the weather is
comparatlvely cool.

533. The history of the State is obscure. Tradition says
. that it belonged ono'inally to a Kol
, RaJa who -lived on Koreagarh, a
._hlll Wthh rlses in solltary grandeur from the plain about six
miles to the west of Chirmi. On the top of this hill lies a
“tank which is however dry. Many blocks of stone,- which
apparently at one time formed the walls of dwellings of a
~considerable size, are also found scattered about. The Kol
family are said to have been dlspossessed elghteen centuries
.ago by Ra_]a Dharamall Shah an ancestor of the present
Chlef who happened to pass through the State on his return
from a pilgrimage. to ]agannath He estabhshed himself at
Nagar, but later the capltal was shxfted first to Rajah and
‘then to Sonhat and finally (by the present Chief) to Baikunth-

pur. The direct line from R3ja Dhiaramall Shih became
extinct in 189%7. The present Chief, Raja Sheo Mangal Singh

Geology
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Deo, is a collateral relation of the late Chief. The State
was ceded to the British Government in 1818 A.D. by the
Bhonsla Raja.

34 Korea cannot boast of many things of archaeolooq-
cal interest. The relics of a more
advanced civilisation are traceable,
as noted already, at Koreagarh and also in the fine tanks at
Pori and elsewhere, which are works altogether beyond the
powers of the present inhabitants. -

535. In 1872 the population stood at 21,12%, and in 1891
at 36,240. The last enumeration in
‘1go1showed only 35,113—a decrease
of 1127. The variation is ascribed to the migratory habits
of the people of the State, which is inhabited largely.by
aborigines. There are about 2350 villages, and the den-
sity of population is only 22 persons to the square mile.
The highest plateau, which -stretches for nearly forty
miles to the border of Chang Bhakar, contains only 37
hamlets inhabited by Cheros. Hindus constitute the major
portion of the population, being 24,430 in number, while
Animists number 10,395. Of the aboriginal tribes the
most numerous and influential are the Gonds (10,000).
Next come the Goilas, Kaurs and Rajwars (3000 each).
The prevailing language in the State is the caste dialect
of the Gonds. Chhattisgarhi Hindi is spoken to a certain
extent, ' '

The people are extremely primitive and simple in. their
habits, They are very hardy and appear sturdy and well
nourished. For clothing they wear a single piece of the
coarsest country made cloth and a few ornaments of the
baser metals. Their houses are small thatched huts. con-
tainipg hardly any furniture. Their cooking vessels are
usually earthen pots. The people in the Patna and Khar-
gawin zamindaris are better off than the inhabitants of the
est of the State, but even they cannot be described
as prosperous. To a very large extent the inhabitants live
on the products of the forests, and the game which they trap
or shoot with their bows and arrows; and’it appears that
without these resources they would fare badly; for it is doubt-
ful if they raise enough food-grain to carry them through
a year. The marriage ceremony amongst these people is of

Archaology.

Population.
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a siinple nature. . The whole ceremony is finished off in one
day, the guests being given a meal of rice and dal.

The most important festivals observed in the State are the
Karma and Nawakhai. The former takes place in or about
the first week of Bhadon, men and women dancing in sep-
arate parties opposite each other and singing in turn. The
Nawakhii comes off when the new crops are ready for eating.
On the chief festivals a goat is killed and eaten with the usual
meal of rice and dal. ,

536. The mostimportant families in the State are those of
~ theKhargawan and Patna zamindars
e who are of the Gond caste. Some
Brahmans from the Rewah State are settled at Ranai and
Nagar and some Kalars from.the neighbourhood of Benires,
at Hara and Ghutru. The zamindar of Kelhari, the Chero
gaontias in the Pal pargana, and the Rajwiar gaontia -of
Kharwat are also of old standing.

537. Thesoil of the State is classed as (1) mazr, (2)
dudia and (3) balka. Mairis a
blackish soil on which good-class
crops such as paddy, wheat and barley will grow. Dudia is
a greyish soil, on which the crops noted above will grow,
but the yield is poor. Balka is a mixture of clay and sand,
generally of a reddisb hue. This soil is almost entirely
confined to Zan» or fZkra (high-lying) lands. Land is also
classified according to its position as (1) kanhar or bahara,
(2) chaura and (3) tanr or tikra.

‘A cultivator measures his land by its seed capacity. High-
lying lands pay norent. Kanhar and bakara lands are usually
held at one rupee per kkandi (about two-thirds of a maund)
of i)addy sown and chaurad at twelve annas ; but in the mid-
dle “plateau, the rates fall to eight and five annas for the
Zhandi in the two classes respectively. In Khargawan the
khandi is one-sixth larger, the soil is better and the rates are
two rupees and one rupee respectively.

As the State has not been surveyed, the exact area under
cultivation is not known. Rice is the principal crop grown
in the State. Other crops grown are, kodon, kutki, (meshri),
sawan, madkia, arhar, til, mustard, wheat, barley, gram, and
cotton.  The Cheros and Bhuinhairs cultivate by the axe and
fire and grow chiefly kutki and light rice and some cotton.

Léading families.

Agriculture.
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The cultivation is extremely poor, the local plough being
very light and made out of a single piece of wood. At the
best it is hardly more than a stick, and in some places it is
only a roughly shaped bough. Sugarcane would grow well
on the low lands of the Patna and Khargawian zamindaris,
but the people are disinclined to undertake the labour involved
in watering it, and most of them have neither the resources
for sinking brick or stone-lined wells nor the energy to con-
struct katchd wells.

538. Irrigationis practically unknown in the State. None
of the villages possess kafchi wells.
There are one or two such wells in
the residences of the zamindars and Chief, but they are only
utilized for irrigating plots of vegetables for the use of their
owners. There are a number of hill-streams and springs, but
they are never utilized for irrigation. Some fine tanks, the
relics of the old ruling power, are in existence, and are some-
times utilized toirrigate the lands below by cutting a passsage
in the bank and letting the water percolate through. This,
however, is a rare practice, and when it is resorted to, the
people do not apparently take the trouble to fill up the cutting
again properly so as to obtain a good head of water for the
next year’s crops.

539. The local cattle are small but strong, and there are a
large number of cows. Owing to the
facilities for grazing, a large number
of cattle are brought annually from Mirzapur into this State.

540. There are only two markets in the State, viz., one

at Baikunthpur and the other at
Kelhari, both of recent origin.
541. From what has been said already it will be clear
that the people are not likely to
want loans for the improvement of
their lands until they make a radical change in their habits
and style of cultivation.

542. No great quantity of rice and cereals is grown, and
traders are but rarely met with in
this State: those who do visit it are
generally on their way to Surguja from Pendra station on
the Bilaspur-Katni branch of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway,
The people have no rice or food-grains to spare, and con-
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sequently there is no export trade in these commodities.
Practically the only articles taken away by traders are jungle
products, such as arrow-root, myrabollams, lac, resin; the
- dye of the khair (catechu) tree, and timber. The chief
imports are sugar, tobacco, molasses, spices, salt, and cloth.
543. Thereis practically no information as regards prices,
owing to the lack of trade. Three
years ago, the prices of food stuffs
are said to have been very low. Rice sells at 40 seers to the
rupee, dal at 32 seers, and gAZ at 3 seers. '
544. The class of people who work as labourers for others
is a small one, and does not repre-
. : sent more than ten per cent. of the
‘population. The gaontias and larger cultivators have dfficulty
in obtaining ploughmen, as the landless class prefer to earn
a precarious living on jungle products and by a little daiz
cultivation rather than settle down to regular work. The
,classes of ploughmen and labourers are much the same as in
other Tributary States; but owing to the difficulty in obtaining
_their services they are better paid. Sawkids receive a lump
_sum as an advance, repayable without interest at the end of
their services. In addition they receive three seers of paddy
daily, and yearly eight seers katchd@ in every khandi of 8o
seers katcha on all crops produced in their master’s lands.
‘In a few cases, however, their annual allowance is limited to
a share in the paddy crop. They all receive Rs. 'Z as jardo
or winter clothing. Harwikhas are of two classes, bura
harwahas and adha harwihas. The former earn from R. 1 to
R. 1-8-0 a month each, and also take advances which are
annually adjusted against their monthly earnings. They
receive also two seers of paddy daily and one rupee for
winter clothing. They may work for others, provided
they have no work to do for their masters, a privilege which
is not extended to sawkhis. The second class of kAarwahas
receive no wages but divide the produce of the crop w1th thelr
- masters, who supply ploughs and oxen. Also the owner of
the land provides the seed, and its value is deducted from
the Zarwikhas’ share of the produce. The AZarwaha also pays
half the rent of the land. This class of Aarwahasis not
,humerous, andis usually employed only by traders who have
obtained lands in the State.

* Prices.

- Wages,
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545. Weights do not appear to be used in this State. The
local measure is really one of capa-
city, and is called a seer of 12
gandis; a hollow wooden vessel is used, and is said to
contain a seer of this dimension. Four such seers go to the
kuro, and twenty kuros to the Akhandi (equal to about two-
thirds of a maund). In Khar.gawan there is a 14 gandi seer
with four seers to the k7o

546. There are no regular roads of any kind in the ‘State.

The main lines of communication
are between Patna and Dinrbala in
the Srinagar Zappa of the Surguja State and Patna ‘and
Jhilmili in Surguja. There are tracks linking up Patna with
Khargawan and leading thence to the Pendra Road railway
station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway °(Katni-Bilaspur
branch). The latter route is the one taken by the carts of the
timber contractors working in the Khargawan ‘estate, ' "There:
is a track between Khargawan and Sonhat and one from
Sonhat into the Chang Bhakar State,’ These tracks are the
lines by which the petty trade of the State is carried on.

547 The whole of the State is practlcally one vast forest,

but nowhere except in the Khar--
' gawan ‘zamindiri can be seen
any sal timber from which sleepers could be cut. * The sal in
past years was freely tapped for resin and has suﬁ'ered in.
consequence The young treés have not had time to grow
up since the practlce was stopped. It is doubtful however,
whether they will attain a proﬁtable size over the greater part
of the State, for the sell is poor. In the Kharo'awan zamin-
darx, where the soil is’ faxrly fertile and of some depth, sal
grows into magmﬁcent ‘trees, The sal forest here has been’
leased out to one Bholanath Barua, a contractor, who is carry--
ing on sleeper operatlons on a farrly extensrve scale, giving
the zammdar a royalty of 6} annas per sleeper of ten feet.

548. No mvestlgatlon has been made into. the mineral
_resources of the State. Iron-ore is
found throughout the State, but not

in large quantities. If is worked to some extent by a class
of Gonds locally called Agarlas. Coal 'may be traced at
Korwéahi, Ghuj, Ghutra and Balkunthpur. The mmeral
rights belong to the British Government.

Weights and measures.

Communications.

Forests. -

Minerals.. -
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549. There is no regular measurement for land in the
State. The rough method of
measurement is by the quantity of
seed necessary for sowing a plot, and
this a ryot generally calls kkandi-parti. The estimate when
given includes all land on which paddy is sown including -
light rice (gor@ dhan). The gaontias and a few ryots will
also speak of a pdo of land (which appears to be eight
khandis), and fractions thereof, viz., athanna, chaunia (4annas)
do-annd, and ek-annd of land. In the Patna zamindairi the
gaontias have vague reminiscences of a measurement by a
five Zath (or cubit) Jaggi. - No actual measurement was ever
made, but the zamindar called together the gaontias of 21
villages and in their presence marked a square of 36 by 36
laggi. That area of rice land (excIuding light rice) was to
pay Rs. 3-15-0. The gaontias then made a nazar paimaish
_ (or eye-measurement) of their villages in terms of this area,
and the rates were assessed accordingly.

The sources of revenue in the non-zamindari area are rent,
and as many as 29 taxes, chief among which are the cart-tax
of four annas a cart ; the axe-tax (one rupee per axe) paid by
Bhuinhirs, who have no plough cultivation ; taxes on trades,
such as barbers, washermeh, blacksmiths, potters, leather
workers, weavers, and graziers; the Dasahra salami, a
present of a rupee or a goat, and some rice, pulse, oil and

~ ghi from each village; and a tax on mahua trees; villagers
also have to contribute to the support of the Rajguru and
Diwan, and make a present at the Tij festival, and whenever
the Chief visits them. Grazing fees form a valuable source
of revenue in the State. They are levied at the rate of one
anna per cow or bullock and two annas per buffalo. In the
zamindari area the rates are different, but the Chief receives
two-thirds of the amount paid by the Ahirs there.
550. The State is administered by the Chief himself,*
. . assisted by a Diwian lent by the
General Administeation.  Gouernment,  In civil and revenue
Administrative control.
cases his decision is final, but the
Political Agent can advise a reconsideration of any case in

1 Since this was written the ruling Chief, Raja Sheo Mangal Singh
Deo, has died. His heir apparent isa minor, and probably the

Government will assume the management of the State temporarily on
his behalf,

Land revenue admin-
istration
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which a failure of justice appears to have occurred. In
criminal cases the Chief is empowered to pass a sentence of
imprisonment of either description for the period of five years,
and of fine to the extent of Rs. 200, but all sentences of
imprisonment for more than two years or of fine exceeeding
Rs. 50 have to be referred to the Commissioner for con-
firmation. In all cases of heinous offences calling for heavier
punishment, the Chief exercises the powers of a committing
magistrate, and the Dolitical Agent those of a District
Magistrate and Sessions Judge, but any sentence of imprison-
ment for more than seven years, passed by the Politica Agent,
requires the confirmation of the Commissioner, Chhattisgarh
Division, and sentences of death require the confirmation of
the Chief Commissioner.

The Diwan exercises the powers of a magistrate of the first-
class in criminal cases, while in civil cases he is the Civil
Judge. Appeals against his civil decrees lie to the Chief.

551. The police force of the State consists of one Inspector,
two Sub-Inspectors, two head-
constables, two writer-constables,
and 23 constables. Besides these the zamindar of Khargawan
" is the ex-officio Sub-Inspector, also called ?kdnedar, for the
Khargawian zamindari. There are three Station-houses, v7z.,
at Baikunthpur (the headquarters of the State), Khargawan
and Patna. With the exception of a very few cases of thefts
and house-breaking the crime is of a petty nature.

552. The excise is managed on the outstill system ; in the
khalsa area there are only 17 out-
stills, while 22 are inthe Khargawin,

and 8 in the Patna zamindaris. The zamindar of Khargawan
takes the lease of the outstills lying within his zamindari.
The shops are not auctioned, but are leased out to tkekedars.
The total area of the State is 1631 square miles, this gives
" an area per outstill of a little over 34 square miles. It must
however be remembered that nearly one-half of this State is
composed of the practically uninhabited region of the high hill
ranges between Sonhat and the border of the Ching Bhakar
tate. This area comprises the parganas of Sonhat and
Bagrouri, and its population consists entirely of a few
scattered hamlets of Cheros. In the former pargana there
are 25 hamlets, and in the latter only 12. There is said to

Police.

Excise.
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be difficulty in obtaining Kalwars (Kalars) to take up the
shops ; the people are not given to drinking and are very
poor ; consequently many of the shops are let out for very -
small sums. The brewing of kusua (rice-beer) is forbidden,
and except the Bhuinhars very. few classes in thlS State appear
to know how to brew it.

553~ The people of the State are not litigious. The civil
cases are of an extremely petty
nature ; generally the ‘parties come
in" with -their witnesses and state their case, the Chief
settles the matter and they stand by the "order. The crime
is'also usually trifling and petty in character. The laws
which are followed in this State are the Indian Penal Code,
-the Criminal and Civil Procedure Codes and the Evidence
Act.” In other cases the spirit of British laws is followed.

554- The present jail at Baxkunthpur is a temporary erec-
tion, and has’ accommodation for
about 12’ prisonérs, who are super-
vised by a Jailor and four warders. The convicts at present
are employed on the buxldmgs whrch are bemg constructed
at the new capital..

555 There are only five prrmary schools in the State with

389 scholars on the rolls. Educa-

- " tion is very backward here. -

556. Recently a dispensary has been opéned under the
charge of a competent Hospital
Assistant at Baikunthpur. About
2200 patients were treated at this institution in 1908 and 38
operations were performed. Vaccination is not cerhpulsory,
but " 784" persons were vaccmated in 1908 by the State
vaccmator ’

557 There is no Publi¢ Works Department, - The public

buildings are repaired by local labour
, ~ and the local roads are made up, as.
occasion requires, in the samie way under  the super‘vnslon of
the Pohce and Revenue officials.” -~ "7 :

558. In the kabulzyat ‘executed on’ December 24th 1819
’ " by the then Chief of the Korea

' State,” Raja Garib’ Singh of Korea,
the tribute was fixed at Rs. 400. Subsequently Raja Amole
Singh executed a further agreeément on 3¢d January 1848, but

ngatxon and Crime. .

]axl. ’

Education. ,

y Medical relief. .

Publlc Works.

Takoh‘ )
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no change was made in the amount of the tribute. In 1899 a
sunad was granted to the Chief, which was re-issued in 1903
with a few verbal alterations due to the transfer of the State
from Bengal to the Central Provinces. By this saenad Raja
Sheo Mangal Singh Deo was formally recognized as the
Feudatory Chief of the Korea State, and the tribute was
fixed at Rs. 500 for a period of twenty years and is liable to
revision on the expiry of that period.

559. The real income of the State for 1go8 was Rs. 38,117
and the expenditure Rs. 42,968. On
the receipt side the chief items were
land revenue Rs. 9993, forests Rs. 20,188, excise Rs. 3045,
stamps Rs. 402, law and justice Rs. 1023, jail Rs. 368, and
pounds Rs. 330, while on the expenditure side the items were
tribute Rs. 500, allowances and assignments Rs. 17,434,
administration Rs. 5817, jail Rs. gojz, police Rs. 2382,
education Rs. 543, medical and vaccination Rs. 854, mis-
cellaneous Rs. 23579, and public works Rs. 3040. The ex-

penditure was higher than usual owing to a marriage in the
ruling family.

Income and Expenditure.




CHANG BHAKAR STATE.

560. The Ching Bhakar State lies between '23°-2¢/ and
23°-35' N. and 81°-35' and §2°-21'E,
with an area of go4* square miles.
Till 1903 it was included in the
Chota Nagpur States. It is situated at the extreme western
point of the Chota Nagpur Division of Bengal, projecting
like a spur into the territory of the Central India State of
Rewah, which bounds it on'the north, west and south. On
the east it is bounded by Korea State, of which it was
formerly a dependency. The headquarters town of the
State, Bharathpur, is about 45 miles from Burhar railway
station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway.

The general aspect of the State is that of a dense and
tangled mass of hills, ravines and plateaux, covered with sal
(Shorea robusta) jungle and dotted, at long intervals, with
small villages. The most prominent of the hill ranges takes
a serpentine sweep from-the north-east to the south-west and
rises in occasional peaks to more than 3000 feet above sea-
level. The scenery of the interior of the country is for the
most part monotonous. Hill after hill repeats the same
general outline, and is clothed with the same sombre masses
of sal foliage. .

Portions, however, of both the northern and southern
frontiers rise inte bold cliffs above the undulating tableland
of Rewah and seem to present an almost inaccessible barrier
to a hostile advance. The highest peak is Murergarh
(3027 feet), which is to the north of Dhobatal, and there are
32 smaller peaks which rise to a height of over 2000 feet.
Notwithstanding the strong = natural defences which the
nature of the country affords, the State suffered so seriously in
former days from Maritha and Pindari inroads that the Chief
granted eight of his frontier villages to influential Rajputs of
Rewah to secure their co-operation against the marauvders.

The only rivers worth noting are the Banas, Bapti and
Neur, which rise in the range of hills which separates Chang
Bhakar from Korea. The Banas has its source in the forest

Boundaries and physical
features.

® This figure, which differs slightly from the area shown in the Census

Report of 1go1 was supplied by the Surveyor-General.
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of mauza Barail and flows west into Rewah, while the Neur
takes a north-easterly course into the same State ; but both
are mere hill streams with rocky beds and frequent rapids
and quite unsuitable for navigation.

561. In the forests the most common trees are sa/
(Skorea robusta), saj (Terminalia to-
mentosa), tendi (Diospyros tomen-
tosa), char (Buchanania latifolia) and bamboos. 'They are
found on the hills as well as in the plains. Other trees met
with are ZLarra (myrabollam), aonila (Phyllanthus Emblica),
and kusum (Schleichera trijuga). There are numerous edible
roots upon which the jungle folks largely subsist.

562. Tigers, bears, leopards and many varieties of deer

Wild animals. abound. The ravages of wild ele-

phants were at one time so serious
as to cause the entire abandonment of village sites till a

large number were captured, but at the present date no wild
elephants are to be found in this State. Wild buffaloes are
sometimes found near Kamarji in the north-east of the State
and bison on the west.

563. No statistics are forthcoming regarding the tempera-
ture, and the rainfall has only been
registered for the last two years. In
1907 it was 36 inches and in 1908 it was 54 inches. The
State is damp and malarious during the rains and cold wea-
ther, but appears to be cool and comparatively healthy
during the hot weather.

564. The Chief is connected with the Korea family, and
when the State first came under the
authority of the British Government
in 1819, it was included in the agreement ratified with the
Chief of Korea; in 1848, however, it was dealt with separately.
Since that time the ruling Chiefs, who bear the title of Bhaiy3,
have been (1) Man Singh, (2) Janjit Singh, (3) Balbhadra
Singh, and (4) Mahabir Singh, who is the present Chief.
The latter was born in 1879 and succeeded to the State while
he was a minor on the death of his uncle Bhaiya Balbhadra
Singh in September 1896. During his minority Lal Bajrang
Singh (Man Singh’s grandson by his fourth son Kamod
Singh) was in charge of the State, but his administration
was not satisfactory. The present Chief took charge of the

»

Botany.

Climate.

History.
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State in July 1goo, having attained his majority on the 1sth
April 1goo. Lal Jagdish Prasad Singh Deo, son of the
present Chief, is the heir-apparent, and is 10 years old.

The first sanad recognizing the status of a Feudatory Chiet ™
was granted to the then Chief in 1899. This sanad was
re-issued in 1905 with a few verbal changes due to the
transfer of the State to the Central Provinces. Under the
sanad of 18gg the Chief was formally recognized and per-
mitted to administer his territory subject to certain pre-
scribed conditions and the tribute was fixed at Rs. 387 for a
further period of twenty years, at the end of which it is liable
to revision. The Chief has to conform, in all matters
concerning the preservation of law and order and the
administration of justice generally within the limits of his
State, to the instructions issued from time to time for his
guidance by the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces.
He is bound to deliver up any offender from British India or
other territory who may take refuge in his State, and to aid
British Officers who may pursue criminals into his territory.
In the event of offenders from his State taking refuge in
British or other territory he has to make a representation on
the matter to the authorities concerned. He is not empower-
ed to levy tolls or duties of any kind on grain, merchandise
or other articles without the permission of the Chief Com-
missioner of the Central Provinces. In all important matters
of administration, such as the settlement and collection of
the land revenue, the imposition of taxes, the administration
of justice, arrangements connected with excise, salt and
opium, the concession of forests and other rights, disputes
arising out of any such concession, and disputes in which
other States are concerned, the Chief has to consult the
Political Agent, Chhattisgarh Feudatories, and conform to
such advice as he may give. The Chief has no right to the
produce of gold, silver, coal and diamond mines or to any
minerals under ground within the State, all these being the
property of the British Government.  The right to catch
elephants in the State has been granted to the present Chief
as a personal concession.

565. The only thing that is of any archaological
interest is a cave in Ghogra village

Archzology. . =
y situated on the banks of the Dauna
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river, known by the name of Sitimarhi, and containing a
Mahadeo represented by two monoliths. Similar Sitamarhis
are found in the jungles of Kanjia and Chhataunda. The
State is not rich in objects of archazological interest. At
- Harchokd, a village on the Muwahi, river close to the
northern boundary of the State, the remains of extensive rock
excavations, supposed to be temples and monastaries, were
discovered in 1870-y1. They appear to be the work
of a more civilized race than the presenl inhabitants of the
State.

566. - The population of the State in 1901 was 19,548
persons as against 18,526 in 1891. -
The density of the population is only
22 persons to the square mile, and the villages, 177 in number,
are as a rule very small ; indeed, only six have a population
of 600 or thereabouts. All but 32 of the inhabitants
described themselves as Hindus, but they consist almost
entirely of Dravidian aborigines, the most numerous tribes
being the Gonds (6000) and Hos (5000). The Muasis are
the most interesting race met within the State. An account
of this wild tribe is given in Hunter’s ¢ Statistical Account
of Bengal,” Volume XVII. They are locally called Muasis or
Kols, indifferently, by the people of the State, who do not
know the name Huru as applied to this race. These Muasis
adhere conservatively to their old customs and religion, but
it is worthy of note that they have now admitted into their
villages Brahman priests, who conduct the worship of Hindu
deities in which the Muasis join. They admit their origin
from Naga Bhuiya and Nagi Bhuiyani and worship the nine
deotds given in Hunter’s account. Hunter omits to mention
that this tribe is divided into 16 classes. Mr. Cobden-Ramsay
has supplied the omission and gives the names of the sub-
divisions as follows :— '

Population.

(1) Mangar Mawar. (9) Singarthia.
(2) Sekut Mawar, (10) Arha.

(3) Manwar. . (11) Bhariha.
(4) Nagbansi. \ (12) Parasha.
(5) Patail. (x3) Tiloliha.
(6) Ghatiwar. (14) Gurha.

(7) Dhokia. (r5) Kannari.

(8) Bhainipur. (16) Kapandiha.
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The last five of these classes are, in Mr. Cobden-Ramsay’s
opinion, not real subdivisions, being named merely after
certain villages in the State. About their customs and reli-
gious ceremonies Mr. Cobden-Ramsay in a note writes as’
follows :— .

The Muasis are very conservative in their customs. As
regards their fourth deity, Chitawar, says Mr. Cobden-
Ramsay, ¢it is stated that he was formerly a.great and
¢ powerful jungle demon, who has now deserted his own
‘ body and turned himself into the wild plant known as
¢ chitdwar. In the village of Lawahori there is said to be a
¢ hill called Chitawar, on which there is a large rock shaped
¢ like an iron pan ; round this rock the chitfawar grows; the
¢ plant is said to issue from the soil in the same manner as
¢ the young shoots of the bamboo and to unfold its leaves as
¢ it grows upwards. This chiZawar plant is of two kinds, one
¢ red called ddlak chitdwar and the other black and known as
¢ burha chitawar. The Muasi Baiga gathers the plant and
¢ places it in the hollow horns of a spotted or red deer; the
¢ mouth of the horn is then closed over with Zusum (not
¢ palis)lac. In the night the Baiga offers sacrifice to the
¢ chitiwar and mutters songs and mantras before it, where-
¢ upon the horn commences to move and dance; it is then
~ ¢“known that the soul of the mighty "demon Chitawar has
¢ entered the horn. The cAifdwar plant is then removed and
¢ a kind of antimony (%&djal or surma) is prepared by mixing
¢ the plant with mustard seed ; this antimony when smeared
¢ on the eyes gives the devotee the power of seeing the natural
¢ body of Chitawar and of other ghosts.’

Asregards their god Ghansam, Mr.Cobden-Ramsay says:—
¢ They claim that he was formerly a Gond Rajain the Surguja
¢ State. In his old age he begot a son, Laha Thakur by
‘name. At the time of the marriage of this son Ghansam
¢ travelled to some place beyond Surguja. Before starting,
‘ however, Ghansam had forgotten to offer sacrifice to his
¢ family deo?a, Barka Deo by name. The bara¢ procession
¢ was resting in the dZanwar (a bower constructed of the
¢ branches for marriage occasions) when the deity Barka Deo,
¢ assuming the shape of a tiger, devoured Ghansam, Laha
‘ Thakur, and a pandit by name Ghasujia, and Kalia and
¢ Agia, the wives of Ghansam. When making invocation to
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¢ Ghansam the Baiga also invokes the name of the others
‘ mentioned above and they appear before the priest after
¢ Ghansam and in the order in which their names are set
‘ forth. At the time of the invocation of Ghansam, a
* song is chanted. -The song itself apparently has initself
‘ nothing to cause the worshippers to lose their self-con-
‘trol, but it is apparently the music of the drums and the
¢ manner in which the Baiga recites the song,* rolling his
* head about and swaying his body which affects the list-
“eners. The two great festivals to Ghansam take place in
¢ the Dasahra pije and at the Holi. The DMuiasis of this
¢ State know nothing about the descendants, described
“in Hunter’s account, living at Amoda in the Central
¢ Provinces.’

567. After the birth of a child the wife, as amongst strict
Hindus, must not cook or serve food
to the members of the family for one
and-a-half months. The c/hati ceremony is observed six
days after birth and the dartio twelve days after birth. The
ceremony of churikaran or shaving the head is also observed.

568, The ceremonies observed on the occasion of marriages
are the same as those set forth in
Hunter’s account. It may, however,
be noted that they perform the gauna ceremony six months or a
year after marriage as is the case amongst the Hindus.
Widow re-marriage is not recognized, but a widow usually
resides with a man who is regarded to all intents and pur-
poses as a husband, though no marriage ceremonies are
gone through to bless the union. The children are not con-
sidered as illegitimate nor the woman as an outcaste in any
way. " .

500, The soil of the State is stony and difficult to plough
and the share rarely enters the soil to
a depth of seven inches. The local
ploueis s an extremely light one and, except for the yoke,

Customs at births.

Marriage customs,

Ar culture.

' " Sany of invocation to Ghansam (translation) :—

O ihuosim, whereis your birthplace, and in what places. are you

nisk _\ =..oken of ? O Ghansim, thou wast bornin Surguja and thou
‘x'. Th ‘v spoken of in all places. Thou hast caused thy chauri to
weiected in every Rajand an earthen lamp to be placed thereon.
Téou vust had a kalas (a vessel filled with water) placed before thee
w1ty sn earthenlamp placed thereon. When we sacrifice goats to
iean<am heis highly pleased. y
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is lighter even than that in use in the State of Surguja. The
share is made of iron obtained locally and is the width of three
fingers and ten inches in length. When slotted home in the
plough stock it has about six inches of surface exposed.”
The plough stock and handle are in one piece. The plough
stock and pole are made of saraz (sal) wood. The yoke con-
sists of two pieces of wood placed horizontally and parallel
to one another ; the upper piece is known as the ju@ and is
always of kamir wood ; the lower piece of the yoke is called
laramuch? and is made of bamboo. These two cross-bars
pass one above and the other below the neck of. the oxen.
The bars are connecied by sets of two pegs at each end of the
yoke ; the inner pegs are known as ga#irZ and are fixtures;
the outer pegs(saz/a) slide up and down so as to admit the
neck of the oxen. On the upper bar (jza) there are three
raised and curved pieces of wood to strengthen the yoke at
the parts where the greatest strain comes upon it, vzz., over
the neck of the oxen between the two pegs, and over the
centre of the jua@ where it is attached to the pole; these raised
pieces are known as mahddeo. The upper end of the pole is
pierced by three holes into which pegs known as Aarelia are
inserted. A thong of leather or rope is brought over the
centre mahddeo of the jud and fastened over one of the pegs;
the rope is called the #andi. By this means the yoke is
fastened to the pole; the rope is fastened to the first peg
(harelia) when the strain is light, and to the second or third
according to the tension. The plough has a peculiarly shaped
handle (muthia) projecting at the back. This feature of the
double rope and the means of fastening it to the pole and
the shape of the handle are peculiar to this State. It is
necessitated by the nature of the soil, which is stony and
difficult to plough. Lands are classified into—

(1) Bakara (first-class paddy land).

(2) Sitai (second-class paddy land).

(3) Dandi (third-class paddy land).

(4) Balasthal (rent-free land).

The first-class is charged at the rate of one rupee for every
three 2handis of seed sown ; the second-class one rupee for
every five 2kandis of seed sown ; and the third-class one rupee
for every ten Zhandis of seed sown. Riceis the chief crop
grown in the State. Other crops grown are kodon, kutki, til,
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gram and wheat. Maize would grow in the State, and also
sugarcane, but the people are too careless to take the
trouble required for rearing sugarcane, and prefer wander-
ing in the forests to settling down to regular agricultural
labour.

The cultivation is very scattered, and much of it is carried
on under the dehia system by felling and burning wood on
the patch which isto be sown. The gaontias and culti-
vators are very simple and most unenterprising. They have
not even the initiative to grow tobacco. There is not a
bazar or market anywhere in the State. There is very -
little coin in circulation, and the people resort freely to
barter. There is no system here of paying only for low-
lying lands and cultivating uplands free. Cultivators
wishing to take land make an offer of one rupee or two
rupees, whatever the amount may be; and if they get the
land from the Chief they pay if there is an ordinarily good
season.

There is noirrigation of any kind to be met with in the
State, though the paddy fields, of course, are traced.

570. The principal source of revenue of the State is the
current rent demand. The zamin-
dars hold villages immediately under
the Chief and pay annual rents,
which, in most cases, are fixed permanently. The cultivators
have no permanent rights in the lands ; they pay rents and
cesses, and as long as they do this, they are allowed to hold
their lands. They are also required to do a certain amount
of begdr service to the State.

Some of the villages are leased out to fhekedars, and others
are settled with guontias, In the case of thekedirs they
receive their villages for three years, and on renewal a
naszarana is demanded as high as the Chief can obtain. In
these thekedari villages, the abwabs (cesses), such as dhor-
charai (grazing fee), bayai (payment made by ryots for the
right to trade in grain), chamarpatti (payment = made
by the Chamars), etc., are not separately collected, but a
lump sum is taken into calculation when settling the villages.
In the case of gaontias, the masarana is extended over a
period of three years, and is equivalent to the jama of the
village for one year.

Land revenue
administration.
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571. The State is administered by the Chief himself.
In civil and revenue cases his deci-

General Administration. * gjop is final; but the Political Agent

Administrative Control,

can advise a reconsideration of any

case In whxch a failure of justice appears to have occurred.
In criminal cases the Chief is empowered to pass a sentence
of imprisonment of either description for the period of five
years, or of fine to the extent of Rs. 200, or of both imprison-
ment and fine to the above extent ; but all sentences exceeding
two years’ imprisonment or Rs. 50 fine have to be referred to
the Commissioner, Chhattisgarh Division, for confirmation.
In all cases of heinous offences calling for heavier punish-
ment the Chief exercises the powers of a committing Magis-
trate. The Political Agent is the District Magistrate and
Sessions Judge, but any sentence of imprisonment for more
than seven years passed by him requires the confirmation of
the Commissioner, Chhattisgarh Division, and sentences
of death require the confirmation of the Chief Commis-

sioner.

572. The people of the State are honest and simple,
hence a large police force is not
necessary. The whole force at pre-
sent consists of one Sub-Inspector, four head-constables and
seven constables. Besides the police force there are also
four officials of the chaukidar class called rapats, each of
whom exercises supervision over the village watchmen of a
group of villages entrusted to his charge. There are only
one Station-house (at the headquarters of the State) and two
outposts in the State. Crime is not of a very serious
nature, and civil suits are practically unknown. Heinous
offences are very rare.

573. There are no made- roads in the Chang Bhakar
State. Two hill passes lead into
Chang Bhakar from the north—one
near Harchoka and the other at Kamarji. From these points
two jungle roads meet at Berasi in the centre of the State.
Thence they diverge again, one leaving Ching Bhakar by
the main pass of Tiloli on the west, whence it goes on to
Burhar station on the Katni-Bilaspur branch of the Bengal-
Nagpur Railway, viz Rasmohini, in Rewah State (the total
distance from Bharathpur to Burhar station being 45 miles),

Police,

Roads.
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while the other turns to the south by way of Bargaon and
goes on into the Korea State. ,

574. Tradeis carried on by means of pack-bullocks. The
articles of export chiefly consist of
lac, Aarrd, catechu and g7i, while
‘the chief imports are salt, sugar, molasses, cloth, brass, uten-
sils and spices; the trade is in the hands of merchants
settled at Burhar and Sahdol in the Rewah State.

575. The excise system in force is the outstill system.
There are 15 shops in the State
or one shop for every 60 square
miles or 1303 souls. The shops are not put up to auc-
tion, Each shop is assigned to a lessee, who serves a cer-
tain number of villages. Opium has hitherto been brought
from Sahdol in the Rewah State, but it has now been
settled that it shall be obtained from the Bilaspur District
treasury. Ganja is purchased from the wholesale vendor at
Bilaspur. ’

576. Education is very backward in the State. The
aborigines are averse to sending
their boys to school and the boys
themselves are reluctant to attend. The result is that three
out of four schools, which were opened in the State, had to be
closed for lack of support. In 1907, however, a-primary
school was opened at the headquarters of the State and is
making fair progress. |

577- The jail buildings are mud-walled houses with tiled
roofs, and can accommodate 12z
prisoners. Prisoners punished with

imprisonment for more than two years are sent to the Raipur
Central Jail. The number of inmates is too small to allow
of any jail industries being carried on except the cultivation
" of the garden attached to the institution.

578. There is no dispensary in the State. The people
are extremely healthy and appear
_ quite satisfied with their own reme-
dies for their small ailments,

579. The following British Indian Acts are in force in

Laws in force. the State :—

(1) The Indian Penal Code.
(2) The Criminal Procedure Code.

Trade.

Excise.

Education.

Jail.

Medical.
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(3) The Civil Procedure Code.
(4) The Evidence Act.
In other cases the principles of the British Laws are
observed.
580. The real income and expenditure for 1908 were
‘ Rs. 9365 and Rs. 9814, respective-
ly. On the receipt side, the chief
items were land revenue Rs. 2631, excise Rs. 183, forests
Rs. 5307, law and justice Rs. 116 and loans Rs. 647; while
on the expenditure side the items were tribute Rs. 387,
allowances and assignments Rs. 3687, administration
Rs. 426, forests Rs. 144, jail Rs. 326, education Rs. 247
and repairs of State buildings Re. 7o0.

Income and Expenditure.
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Amandula.—The largest village in the Sakti State, situated
in the south, with an area and population of 1568 acres and
504 persons, respectively. The village is a rich one and the
guontia is of the Gabel caste.

Ambikapur.—The headquarters town of the Surguja State
containing a palace for the residence of the Chief, a fine
building constructed of bricks in lime and floored with fine
marbles. An installation for electric light and fans . has
recently been added. There are also a court-house and
office, Station-house, jail, a school and a guest-house. There
is a fair-sized bazar (market), where all the ordinary com-
modities in daily use can readily be obtained, including
kerosine oil. Settled in the bazar are some skilled ivorkmen
from Calcutta and the Punjab, who have taken service under
the Chief and repair his carriages, drive his motor cars, and
keep the electric installation in order. The town is laid out
with fine roads, on both sides of which are substantial
houses belonging to merchants from Mirzapur, Gaya and
other Districts, who have permanently settled there.

Amgaon.—A village in Raigarh State, situated on the
boundary line separating the Raigarh State from Gangpur.
Its area and population are 1353 acres and 1678 persons,
respectively. There is a feeder school, and a weekly market

is held at which grain, lac, agricultural implements and
bamboo baskets are largely sold.

Antagarh Tahsil.—The north-western tahsil of Bastar
State, lying between 19°-11’ and 20°-14’ N. and 80°-26' and
81°-30' E., with an area of 2830 square miles (including that of
Paralkot zamindari) and a population of 39,811 persons. The
tahsil comprises 615 villages, of \which 461 have been leased
out. The surface is broken and uneven. The hilly portion
of the tahsil covers about 1690 square miles. The Narayan-
pur plains are somewhat thickly populated. The principal
inhabitants are the Murias, Marias, HalBas, Dhakars and
Mehras. The predominant class of soil is mal. The princi-
vpal crops grown here are rice, urad, mang, wheat and gram.
The tahsil has a police Station-house and four outposts.
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Antagarh Village.—The headquarters of the Antagarh
tahsil (Bastar State), 83 miles from’ the Raj-Nandgaon rail-
way station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway and 104 miles
from Jagdalpur, with a population of 1124 souls. A weekly-
market is held here every Tuesday. The village has a primary

'school, a police Station-house, post-office and forest office.

Arra.—The headquarters of the #akadar of Arra in Jash-
pur State, situated about ten miles east of Jashpurnagar.
The zlikadar’s estate consisting of 28 villages was bestowed

upon the ancestors of the 7/a%adir on the condition of loyalty
to the present ruling family. The present z/dkadir being a
-minor, the estate is under the management of the Chief, and
p'éys an annual Zakoli of Rs. 437-8-0. The iflakadaris a
Rautia by caste, and bears the local title of Naik. The
village contains a primary school.

Asra.—A large village in Nandgaon State situated on the
bank of the Jhura river with an area of 3000 acres. The
village has a primary school and an extensive mango grove.

Bagbahar.—An important village in the Tamta circle of
Udaipur State, being the headquarters of the zamindar of
Bagbahar, and containing a police outpost and a school
besides the zamindar’s residence. A weekly market is held
here, which is resorted to by traders from the neighbouring
States of Raigarh and Jashpur. The zamindar pays Rs. 181
as land revenue to the State, besides Rs. 22-g-6 on account
of prison cess.

Bagicha.—A villagein Kakxya Jashpur State,formerly the
seat of an 7ldkaddr. The estate was confiscated ten years
ago, on account of the disloyalty of the zlakadar who was a
Pahari Korwa by caste. The village contains a police out-
post and a primary school.

Bagh Nadi.—A village lying in the northernmost plateau
of the Korea State on the Singhroli-Mirzapur road. The
village contains a police outpost, and is the residence of a
relative of the Chief.

Baikunthpur.—The present headquarters of the Korea
State, situated on the banks of the Gaj nullah. A jail, police
Station-house, dispensary, primary school, and the Chief’s
residence, court and treasury are located here.

Bakaruma.—A fair sized village on the track between
Tamta and Dharamjaigarh in Udaipur State,
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Bamhni.—An important village in Kawardha State, held o
thekedari tenure by the recognised head of the Kabirpanthn
sect, named Dhirajnam Sahib. The village lies six miles tol
the south of Kawardha town, and has an area and popula-
~tion of 2300 acres and 880 souls, respectively. The princi-
- pal inhabitants of the village belong to the Lodhi caste. The

village contains a primary school and a quarry of white clay.

Banas River.—The Banis rises from the forest of mauza
Barail in Chang DBhakar State and flows west: into the
Rewah State.

Banbod.—A village in the Niandgaon State situated on the
Gadaghat-Pandadah road. Close to the village there is a hill
on which are to be found images of black stone said to
represent King Vikramaditya on horseback commanding his
troops.

Bandarchua.—A village in the z/akadiri of the same
name in Jashpur State containing a police outpost and a
primary school. The ¢/akadar is a Kawar by caste, bears the
local title of Saidai and holds his estate, consisting of eight vil-
lages, on the condition of loyalty to the present ruling family.
The Zlakadar pays an annual Zakoli of Rs. 251 to the State.

Bandha.—A forest village in Kawardha State, nine miles
to the west of Kawardha, with a population of only 33 souls.
The importance of the village, however, is due to the forests,
which are well stocked with all sorts of game. The village
contains a natural spring which never dries up.

Banjari.—A village nine miles from Chhuria in the Nand-
gaon State. A forest outpost and a temple, which is much
resorted to by Hindus from various parts of the State, are
found here.

Bargarh.—A pargana of Raigarh State, consisting of 155
villages, with a population of 35,318 persons. The northern
portion is mostly hilly and almost covered with forests, while
the southern portion is an open plain. The railway traverses
the centre of the pargana, and Khursia station lies in it.
The soil is mostly matasi, the principal crops grown here are
rice, pulses, til and sugarcane. The quantity of wheat and
gram grown is rather small. Telis, Kalars, Kawars and
Gonds are the principal castes found here. Among the
three principal markets held in the pargana, the Khursia
market is the most important, The pargana contains four

21
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primary schools, one police station, three police outposts, a

post and telegraph office, an outstill and a dispensary, the

" last being at Khursia. The Mand river and the Barai nala

drain this tract. The acquisition of this pargana by the”
Raigarh Chief has already been described in the paragraph

on the history of the State.

Barsur.—An old village in Bastar State, formerly the
capital of the Nagvansi kings, 535 miles from Jagdalpur to
the west,containing several temples of archzological interest.
The inscriptions removed by Colonel Glasfurd were found in
the Siva temple here. The ¢ Mami bhanja ka Mandir’ and
the image of Ganesh, referred to in the paragraph on
Archzology of Bastar, are located in this village.

Bastar.—A village in Bastar State, eleven miles from
Jagdalpur on the Dhamtari road, with a population of 678
souls. It was once the capital of the Bastar Chief. The
village has a primary school, police outpost, and an old
Siva temple on a fine tank called Bhimsagar.

Bataikela.—The second village in the Jashpur State in
point of population and one of the gold-collecting centres.
A weekly market is held here. Bataikela is the private
estate of the heir-apparent, who has a granary here.

Bene.—The ancient capital of Jashpur State in the time
of the Dom Chiefs. There is a fine waterfall on the Ib river
close by, known as Beneghag.

Bhagwanpur.—A village in Chang Bhakar State, seven
miles to the south-east of Bharathpur. This with four
other villages is held by the Feudatory Chief’s relatives as a
maintenance grant (kAdrposhdari).

Bhairamgarh.—The headquarters village of an zlikadar
of 120 villages in Bastar State, 69 miles from Jagdalpur on the
Chanda road, with a population of 731 souls, The present
holder is Hanumin Singh, subordinate to the Kutru zamin-
dar. The village has a primary school, police outpost and
a number of tanks and ruins of temple and a fort. Rai
Bahadur Panda Baijnath discovered three inscriptions here.

Bharamurio.—A peakin Jashpur State situated in 23°-33’
north and 83°-32' east, rising to a height of 3390 feet above
the sea-level.

Bharathpur.—Theheadquarters town of the. Chang Bhakar
State on the river Banas. Janakpur was formerly the capital
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of the State, but the present Chief selected a site near Kanou;j,
established himself there with his family and called the
village by the name of Bharathpur. On three sides thé¢
village is surrounded by forest-clad hills, but on the north the
" country slopes down to the valley of the Banas river. The
river itself, though distant only a mile, is concealed from
view by an intervening stretch of jungle. The village con-
tains, besides the house of the Chief, a court and office
building, school, jail and police station. These buildings
are constructed of sun-dried-bricks.

Bhiji.—A village in the Konta tahsil of Bastar State, with
apopulation of 114 souls. This was the former headquarters
of the tahsil, and is now the residency of an ubaridar, whose
grandfather was once a zamindar.

Bhimbhori.—A village situated on the north-east border
of Chhuikhadan State towards the Khairagarh State, with
an area of 1069 acres. The village is commercially important,
exporting a large quantity of grain to the Kawardha State.
There is a primary school here.

Bhonda.—The headquarters village of the zamindari of the
same name, which lies in the north-west of the Kawardha
State, with an area and population of 70 square miles and
2100 persons, respectively. The greater portion of the
zamindari is covered with hills and forests.

Bhopalpatnam Zamindari.—This zamindari lying bet-
ween 18°-37' and 19°-12’ N. and 80°-18' and 80°-45' E. in
Bastar State, consists of four detached blocks, the main one,
Bhopalpatnam proper, being in the extreme west. The estate
consists of 139 villages, of which 14 are uninhabited. The
area and population of the estate are 722 square miles and
9035 persons respectively. Over three-fourths of the area
are under hills and forests. The principal timber is teak
which is plentiful. The estate is connected with Jagdalpur
by road. The soil of the estateis sandy in the plains
throughout with patches of black soil here and there.
Rice is the chief crop here. The zamindiri has one police
Station-house at the headquarters and an outpost at
Madder.

Bijapur Tahsil.—One of the central tahsils of Bastar
State, lying between 18°-25' and 19° N. and 80°-35’ and
81°-30’ E., with an area of 1163 acres. It is bordered by the
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Antagarh, Konta and Jagdalpur tahsils, Chianda District
and the Nizam’s Dominions. The greater part of the
fahsil is under hills and forests. The bulk of the population
are Murias. The principal crops grown here are rice. juari,.
til, cotton and hemp. The tahsil comprises 11 parganas and
contains a police Station-house and three outposts.

Bijapur Village.—The headquarters of the Bijapur tahsil
(Bastar State) g9 miles from Jagdalpur. The village has a
primary school, police Station-house, forest office and dis-
pensary. Some remains of an old fort are to be found here.

" Bilbahra.—The most populous village in the Korea State,
lying on the road to Kilhari. The village is held by a Gond.

Binadi.—A village in Nandgaon State, 15 miles from
Kokpur, on the borders of the Bhandira District. An
important weekly market is held here.

Bodra.—A village in the Jagdalpur tahsil (Bastar State)
with a population of 208 souls, formerly the residence of the-
present Raj family.

Boretara.-—A village on the south-east border of Chhui--
khadan State towards theParpodi zamindari, with an area and
population of 1760 acres and 1200 persons, respectively.
The residents are mostly Telis und Lodhis. A police out-
post and a primary school are situated here. :

Boria.—The headquarters village of the zamindari of the-
same name on the borders of Mandla District in Kawardha
State.

Borla.—A village in Kawardha State, lying twelve miles.
to the north of the headquarters town Kawardha, with an
area and population of 2381 acres and 852 persons, respectively.
The village contains a police outpost, forest post, cattle--
pound, dak-bungalow and a few irrigation tanks. A bazar
is held twice a week in this village. The forest close to the

village abounds in game. '
- Bugudega.—A small zamindari situated in the north of
Raigarh State on the borders of the Udaipur State, and
owned by a Gond, who has to pay a Zakoli of Rs. 218. The
zamindari contains 7 villages, and has an area and population
of 738 acres and 2200 persons, respectively. No regular
settlement has been made.

Bulga.—A large village situated on the boundary line of
the Raigarh State towards the Chandarpur zamindari in the
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Bilaspur District. Originally it was the capital of the State.
The family goddess of the Raja is located here in a mud
house, and is regularly worshipped, but the Chief is precluded
by custom from visiting the temple or setting foot within the
precincts of the village for fear of incurring the wrath of the
goddess. In this village are found an outstill, a feeder school
and a large number of tanks for the purpose of irrigation.

Chapka.—A small village in Bastar State, 17 miles from
Jagdalpur. Its holder is a Brahman. A fair is held here in
Phalgun (February-March) every year. Several safi stones
are to be found here.

Charama. —An important village of the Kanker tahsil
(Kanker State) situated on the Dhamtari-Jagdalpur road, 18
miles from the railway station at Dhamtari, containing a
police outpost, school, forest post and dik bungalow.

Charratnagar.—A big village situated in the north of
Raigarh State with a population of 703 persons. The im-
portant family in the village is that of the gaont7a, who is of
the Kawar caste. A large irrigation tank, fed by a spring,
is found here.

Chhal.—An important village in Udaipur State on the
Khursia-Dharamjaigarh road, ten miles from Khursia, a rail
way station on the main line of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway.
A granary belonging to the Chief, a police Station-house -
and a school are situated here. In the neighbourhood of the
village coal is found, and a company has taken out a license to
prospect for the mineral, The zamindar of Chhal resides here.

Chhapri.—A village, eleven miles west of Kawardha
_ town, with ‘an area and population of 950 acres and 150
persons, respectively. The principal residents of the village
are Gonds. There is a well decorated Vishnuite temple here
which contains numerous inscriptions relating to events of
the eleventh century, It is now dedicated to the aboriginal
god Bhoramdeo. An inscripticn in Sanskrit placed in what
is known as Mandwa Mahal describes the origin of the Nag-
vansi line of kings. Close to the village there is a hill,
locally called Diyabar, where it is said that a light was
perpetually kept up by some supernatural power during the
time the Bhoramdeo temple was under construction.

Chhuikhadan.—The headquarters town of the Chhuikhadin
State, distant about thirty-one miles from both the Raj-
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Niandgaon and Dongargarh stations on the Bengal-Nagpur

Railway, with an area and population of 694 acres and 208j

persons, respectively. Chhuikhadian is also a tahsil. The

principal crops grown in the tahsil are kodon, wheat, gram”~
and rice, and the principal castes living therein are Banias,

Bairagis and Brahmans. The town has a jail, court-house,

police Station-house, cattle-pound, inspection bungalow,

primary school, vernacular middle school, dispensary, saraz,

post and telegraph office, and some temples.

Chhuria.—A village in Nandgaon State under the hills,
thirty miles from the headquarters town. The village con-
tains a good tank and a police outpost. -

Chilhati.—An important village of the Sambalpur tahsil
(Kanker State), situated on the Kanker-Sambalpur road,
containing an outpost. The soil of this village is very
fertile.

Chilpi.—A small village in Kawardha State inhabited by
Baigas, situated on the gkatz over the Satpura range, 27
miles from the headquarters town Kawardhia. The village

is about 2000 feet above the sea-level and has a cool climatz
comparatively. . .

Chintalnar Zamindari.—The estate lies in Bastar State
between 18°-10’ and 18°-30' N. and 81°-2’ and 81°-31’ E.,with
an area of 434 square miles and a population of 5112 souls.
The zamindari is mostly hilly, and is at present managed by
the State. There are altogether 63 villages, six of which are
uninhabited. The headquarters of the estate are at Jagar-
gunda, which has a population of 207 souls. Juari is the
staple food. The zamindiar pays Rs. 1526-10-3 land
revenue. ' ,

Chirchari.—A village in the Nandgaon State, thirty miles
from the headquarters town, with a police outpost and a
forest naka. ’

Chithra.—A fair-sized village in Udaipur State on the
Khursia-Dharamjaigarh road, 13 miles from Dharamjaigarh,,
containing a granary belonging to the Chief, and a school.

Chitrakot.—A village on the river Indravati, 24 miles
from Jagdalpur in Bastar State. There is a fine waterfall
here (96 feet). The surrounding country was once called
¢ Chakrakotya mandal,’ and was under the sway of the
Nagvansi kings.
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Dalpurwa.—A village in the Raigarh State, situated ten
miles to the east of the headquarters town on the border
of the Bilaspur District, with an area and population of 430
acres and 230 persons, respectively. Kurmis are the principal
residents of the village which contains a primary school.

Danrbula.—An important village in the Srinagar Zappa
of Surguja State, containing a school and a police Station-
house. There is also a granary here, A large weekly
bazar is held here.

Dantewara.—A muaf village, in Bastar State, allotted
to the temple of the Raj family goddess, Danteshwari,
which is situated here near the junction of the Dankani and
Shankhani rivers. The temple contains a number .of
images said to have been brought from Barsur. The
image of Danteshwari is of black stone with eight arms.
She is otherwise known as ¢Mahishasurmardini.”> The
goddess appears to have originally belonged to the Nagvansi
kings., There are about 144 villages dedicated to this
goddess. The Jia family are hereditary managers of the
temple, but the State appears to have excercised supervision
over the managers at least from 1856 A.D. Human sacri-
fices used to be offered to the goddess. From 1855 onwards,
for some years, the British Government put a guard on the
temple to ensure that no such sacrifices should be offered.
The village has a police Station-house, a primary school
and a forest post.

Darbaghat.—A small village in Bastar State, 22 miles
from Jagdalpur on the road to Konta. The plateau of
Jagdalpur ends here abruptly with a drop of about 1200
feet into the plain below. A road, eight miles in length,
has had to be made down this hill at a cost of about
Rs. 45,000. The village contains a police outpost.

Dasrangpur.—A large village in Kawardha State lying
14 miles from the headquarters town, Kawardhia, on the
Simga road, with an area and population of 2300 acres and
8co persons, respectively. The village contains a primary
school, post office, insfnection hut, and a few irrigation
tanks. The tkekeddris a Bania, but Kurmis are the principal
residents.

Daura.—A fairly large and prosperous village in the
Rajpur Zappa of Surguja State belonging to the Katsaribari
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zamindar, who has a granary and maintains a Tahsildar
here. The zamindar himself is a Zkorposhddr of the Patna
zamindari in the Korea State.

.Demdea.—A village of considerable importance to the
north-west of Danrbula in Surguja State.

Deodongar.—A very old village of the Kanker tahsil
(Kanker State), situated at the foot of a hill on which there is
a cave. There is an old stone temple called Hemadpanthi
here.

Deogaon.—A village in the Saria pargana (Sarangarh
State), with a population of 1co7 persons. It contains a
vernacular school. The gaontiz is Agharia by caste.
There is a stone quarry which provides fine, small but
heavy slates. They are extracted and polished by boys and
used in schools. The principal crop is rice.

Deragarh.—A large village in Sakti State, situated to
the north-west of the headquarters town (Sakti) on the
south-western boundary of the State. The village owes
its name to the old fort of the Bhainas, the remains of which
are still to be seen. :

Dewadand.—A small village in Korea State, situated on
the banks of the river Hasdo towards Pendra.

Dhanora.—A village in Bastar State three miles from
Keskil on the road to Dhamtari. The village is called by
‘the Gonds as Durg Dhanoriafrom an old fortress. Several
.tanks, -mounds and images are to be found here. One of
‘these mounds disclosed, when dug open, a Siva temple with
ithe image of the deity therein. The tradition is that Raja
Karna, probably of the Kanker family, who built 5 temples at
Sihawa in 1192 A.D. ruled here.

- Dhaurpur.—The chief village of the Binjpur Zappa of
‘Surguja State where the #/akedar resides. A school and a
police Station-house are found here.

Dharamjaigarh.—The headquarters of the Udaipur State,
situated in 22°-29’ N. and 83°-14’ E. on a picturesque bend
of the Mand river, near the centrg of the State. The prin-
cipal buildings are the Chief’s palace, police Station-house,
school, dispensary, jail and a guest-house.

Dhonga Amba.—A hill in Jashpur State, situated about
17 miles south of Jashpurnagar, extending from east to
west. It abounds in game of all kinds.
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* Dipadih.—A village .in the Chalgali Zeppa of Surguja
State. About a mile from the village towards the north,
there are some remains of archaological interest.

Diwan’s Estate.—This estate in Raigarh State belongs
to that branch of the Feudatory Chief’s family which in
old days provided the State with a prime minister (Diwan).
Tha present holder is one Jagmohan Singh, a descendant
of Jujhar Singh, the common ancestor of himsell and the
present Chief. The estate consists of 39 villages with an
area of 30,500 acres and a population of 82351 souls, and
pays Rs. 100 as Zakoli and Rs. 555 as cesses. The forest’
area is small but valuable, Two settlements have been
carried out here and a third settlement is impending.

Dokla.—A well situated trading village in the Kanker
tahsil (Kanker State) with a good supply of water from
tanks. A weekly bazar (market) is held here.

Dokra.—A big village and one of the gold-washing
centres in Jashpur State, Dokra is a private estate of the -
Feudatory Chief who has a large granary here. '

Dongargaon.—An important village in Nandgaon State,
sixteen miles from Raj-Nandgaon town. The village con-
tains a temple, a school, a police Station-house and a
dak bungalow, and is watered by the river Ghumaria.
The remains of an old palace are to be found on the neigh-
bouring hills, To the west of the village there is a Bairagi
monastery. The village is important as a trading place, -
and a weekly market is held at the Raniganj bazar every
Thursday.

Dongargarh.—A town in the Khairagarh State, situated
on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, with a railway station of
the same name. The area and population of the town are
153 acres and about 69oo souls respectively. According
to the ceasus of 1g9or there were about 3000 Hindus, 8oo
Muhammadans, 200 Christians and a few Jains. The
Christians belong to the railway community. The town
contains a tahsil office; vernacular middle school and dis-
pensary. The Kamkandla tank has a tradition which has
already been described in the paragraph on the Archzo logy
of the State. The temple of Bomlai Devi is situated on the
top of a hill and the goddess is worshipped on the Pola
festival day. The town has a regularly constituted munici-
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pality, the principal sources of income of which are octrot
tax, wheel tax and brokers’ fees. The main heads of expen-
diture of the municipality are conservancy, roads, school,
hospital and town police. The income and expenditure of
the municipality in 1907 wer: Res. 12,500 and Rs. 8ooo
respectively. The town of Dongargarh is commercially
important, and the main imports are cloth, salt, cocoanut,
spices, sugar, metal, g4i, tobacco and glassware, while the
important exports are grain, oilseeds, chillies, timber,
myrabollam, sheep and goats. ‘

Dongar Kalan.—A village in the Kondagaon tahsil (Bas-
tar State). This was the village assigned by the Chief to his
brother for maintenance. Several Muhammadans live here.
The village has a police Station-house, post office and a
primary school. .

Dongarpali.—A small zamindari situated in the south-east
corner of the Sarangarh State in the Saria pargana towards
the Sambalpur District, It consists of 18 villages covering
an area of 9868 acres. The zamindar, a Gond by caste, has
to collect the land revenue for the State and to pay Zekoli to
the Chief. He has no proprietary rights over the forests in his
villages, and has no authority to alter the rents of tenants
fixed at the settlement.

Gadia Pahar.—A hill in Kanker State to the south of
Kanker town, famous for an old fort situated on the plateau
on its summit. There are some mango groves and a tank
called Sona-dehi Rapa-dehi, named after Sona and Ripa, the
daughters of a former king who resided there. A stone
gateway, a temple dedicated to Mahadeo, and the ruins of
substantial buildings are also found there. There are also
some caves in which people can live comfortably. In the
time of the Pindaris, the Rajas of the State and their attendants.

"used to hide in these caves, the entrances of which are within
the fort, and thus protect themselves from the violence of
the robbers.

Gangalur.—A large muafi village in Bastar State, 14 miles
from Bijapur, with a population of 1584 souls. The village is
held by the Pat Rani, and has a primary school and a police
outpost. ’

Gharghoda.—A large rent-free village in the Tarapur
zamindari (Raigarh State), about 21 miles from the Raigarh.
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- railway station on he Bengal-Nagpur Railway., The present
Rani holds the village, which has a population of 1333 souls,
with a police Station-house and a primary school. A weekly
bazar is held here at which lac, til, mustard seed and agri-
cultural implements are disposed of.

Ghori.—A village of some importance in Udaipur State,
lying about 20 miles to the north-east of Dharamjaigarh. A
weekly bazar is held here.

Ghumka.—A village in Nandgaon State fifteen miles from
the headquarters town Raj-Nandgaon, containing a police
Station-house, several tanks and a beautifu! mango grove.

Gunji.—A village situated about 12 miles from Sakti town
on the north-west border of the State. It contains a kund
(reservoir of water) supplied from a waterfall from the
neighbouring hills. It is known as Damau Dahra. For-
merly this place was the abode of the descendants of Hari
and Gujar, the founders of the State. Here there is a stone
which contains some inscriptions belonging to the first
century A.D.

Gur.—A zamindari village in Chang Bhakar State on the
road from Tiloli to Kamarji.

Gurda.—A zamindari in Raigarh State, taking its name
from a village of the same name, the headquarters of the
zamindar. The zamindari consists of 12 villages, with an
area and population of 730 acres and z403 persons respec-
tively, and has twice been settled, once under the Cuttack
system and once summarily., The zamindar is a Kanwar by
caste, and has to pay a zakoli of Rs. 4654 to the State.

Halba.—A village of the Kanker tahsil (Kanker State),
situated on the old road running from Kanker. to Dhamtari,

. containing a police outpost, forest post, school and a rest-
house for the convenience of travellers.

Harchoka.—A village on the Mawahi river close to the
northern boundary of the Chang Bhakar State. The remains
of extensive rock excavations, supposed to be temples and
monasteries, were discovered here in 1870-71; they appear
to be the work of a more civilized race than the present
inhabitants of the State.

Hariapur.—A village in the Ramkola Zappa of Surguja
State, wherz the zamindar spends most of his time. This
village is inhabited by Rajwars, but the Baiga is a Chero.
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In the neighbourhood are two fine tanks and a good mango
grove. ~ The zamindar claims that his great-grandfather
built these tanks, but the villagers say they are far older.

Hetghat.—The lowland portion of the Jashpur State, "
lying about 2000 feet lower than the Uparghat. The only
means of access from the Hetghat to the capital is through
a difficult pass, known as Dameraghat. The view of the
Hetghat from the summit of this pass is splendid. The
Feudatory Chief has built a small bungalow at the head of
the pass. A hill stream heightens the beauty of the place.

Ib River.—The chief river in the Jashpur State, rising in
the Ranijhula hill in Khuria and flowing through the State
from north to south. Several waterfalls are found along its
course, the finest, Beneghag, being formed by the rush of
its waters over a square mass of trap rock, where it passes
from the heights of the Uparghat into the flat country of the
Hetghat. Owing to numerous rapids, the river is not naviga-
able. The only boats used are small dug-outs kept at Sanna.
Gold is obtained in small quantities from the banks and beds
of the river near the Gangpur border. The scenery on the
river near Lowakhera is very fine,

Indori.—The largest village in the Kawardha State, lying
10 miles east of Kawardha town, with an area of 3500 acres
and a population of goo souls, most of whom are Chamars.
The village contains a primary school, and a large weekly
market is held there. The gaonfia is of the Kurmi caste.
Rice is the principal crop grown.

Indravati River.—The chief river in Bastar State, running
from east to west for about 240 miles, with a fine waterfall
at Chitrakot. = Above the fall, the stream is narrow, but be-
low it the bed of the river widens and contains many islands.
The chief tributaries are the Naringi, Bhardigh, Gadra and
Kothari rivers.

Jagdalpur Tahsil.—The central tahsil of the Bastar State,
lying between 19°-30’ and 18°-35' N. and 80°-30' and 82°-15'
E. with an area and population of 2608 square miles and
130,582 persons respectively, and consisting of 743 villages.
The tahsil is traversed by chains of hills from one end to the
other towards the south. The Savari river separates the

‘tahsil from the Jeypore estate. The forests cover nearly
three-fourths of the area. The principal timber is teak, but
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sal is also found in abundance. The inhabitants are chiefly
Marias, Murias, Parjas and Bhatras. Rice is the chief crop
grown here, The tahsil contains two police Station-houses,
six police outposts and one inspection bungalow.

Jagdalpur Town.—The capital of the Bastar State,
situated on the Indravati river. The population is 4681. The
principal buildings are the new palace, hospital, public offices,
jail and Anglo-vernacular middle school. There are also a
girls’ school and a school for low-caste boys. An American
Mission has an establishment at Fraserganj just outside the
town. There is a large bazar with several Hindu firms
established in it, who deal in cloth, oilseeds, grain, and’
spices while some Muhammadans transact the trade in myra-
bollams, lac, hides, and hardware. The town was formerly
surrounded by a moat, but this was filled up on sanitary
grounds, Near the palace is a fair tank called Samundar.

Jajang.—A large village in Sakti State, situated about five
miles from the headquarters town, Sakti. The gaontza of the
village is of the Gabel caste. Rice flourishes here, and the
cultivators are generally well off.

Jamgaon.—A small but important village in the Diwan’s.
“estate in Raigarh State, from which timber, bamboos and
mahua are exported by rail.

Jamirapat.—A long winding ridge, about two miles wide
inthe Surguja State, lying between 23°-22' and 23°-2¢’ N. and
83°-33' and 83’41’ E. It rises to a height of 3500 feet and
forms part of the eastern boundary of the State, where it
borders on Chota Nagpur proper. '

Jarwe.—A village in the west of Sakti State, about sixteen
miles from Sakti, with a population of 461 persons ; original-
ly the property of Diwan Nirmal Singh, but now surrendered
to the Chief. The village has a stone quarry, a primary
school and a pond.

Jashpurnagar.—Otherwise called Jagdishpur, the head-
quarters of the Jashpur State, situated in 22°-53' N. and
84°-8' E., about go miles from Ranchi. Population (1901)
1654. It contains the residence of the Chief, a dispen-

sary, a school, a dik bungalow, a sub-post office and a
jail.
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Jatra.—A small zamindari in the north of Raigarh State,

-consisting of 13 villages. The zamindar is a Gond by caste,

and has to pay a Zakoli of Rs. 193 to the State.

Jhagarpur.—A small zamindari in Raigarh State consist-
ing of 3 villages, having an area and population of 231 acres
and %68 persons respectively. The zamindaris a Gond by
caste, and has to pay a Zakoli of Rs. 113 to the State.

Jhalmala.—A village in Kawardha State, lying to the
cast of the headquarters town, Kawardha, on the border of
the Drug District, with an area and population of 586 acres
and 457 persons respectively. A weekly bazar is held in
this village every Monday.

Jhilmili.—The headquarters village of the Jhilmili fappa
of Surguja State. It is also called Bhaiya Than. Here the
ilakadar Bhaiya Sheo Prasad Singh Deo has his house.
Besides the Bhaiya's residence, it has a school and a police
Station-house. The place is of importance as a trade centre,
and here are found the ubiquitous Kabulis and other Musal-
man traders and Hindu maekdjens. These people chiefly deal
in grain, lac, hides, and jungle products, and the greater

. quantity of the grain obtained by them in the Jhilmili Zzppa

is brought into Bhaiya Than as a depdt, before it is des-
patched to Pendra Road railway station.

Jhirna.—A small village in Kawardha State, lying seven
miles from Kawardha town. It was once an important
place owing to the sacred fountain called Narbada, where a
big fair used to be held. The area and population of the
village are 624 acres and 129 persons respectively.

Juba.—A deserted fortress in the Surguja State, situated
in 23°-43" N. and 83°-26' E., about 2 miles south-east of
Manpura village. The fort stands on the rocky shoulder of
a hill, and commands a deep gorge overgrown with jungle.
Hidden among the trees are the remains of carved temples
almost covered with accumulations of vegetable mould.

Judga.—A village in Sakti State, situated at the foot of
the range of hills separating the State from the Korba
zamindari. Formerly it was the seat of the ruling family.
Some of the relatives of the Chief still live there.

Kanker.—Headquarters town of the tahsil and State of
the same name, with 3906 inhabitants, situated on a small
stream called the Dudh, 39 miles by road from Dhamtari
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station on the Raipur-Dhamtari branch of the Bengal-
Nagpur Railway. The Dhamtari-Jagdalpur road passes
through the town. The Chief’s palace, court and office
building, dispensary, school, police office with Station-house,
and a combined post and telegraph office are the chief build-
ings. There is a good garden called the Radha Bilas garden,
in the. midst of which a fine guest-house with out-houses
has been constructed recently. A weekly bazar (market)
is held here, and all articles in daily use are obtainable.

Kamarji.—A village in Chang Bhakar State, held by the
chief priest, free of revenue, situated on the north-eastern
boundary of the State.

Karanpali.—A small zamindari situated close to the hilly
portion of the Saria pargana in the south of Sarangarh State.
[t consists of 12 villages covering an area of 3645 acres. The
zamindar, a Gond by caste, has the same rights and is sub-
ject to the same liabilities as the Dongarpali zamindair.

Karra.—A wvillage in the Sambalpur tahsil (Kanker State)

-at which a weekly market is held. The forest tribes here
barter articles produced in the forest for salt and rice.

Kawardha.—The headquarters town of the State, the area
and population of which are 3146 acres and 4392 souls. The
town contains a court-house, hospital, combined post and
telegraph office, jail and Anglo-vernacular middle school,
besides a girls’ school and a school for low-caste
boys. The Chief’s palace is under construction. There
are eight important tanks and three Hindu temples. Kawar-
dha was once the chief seat of the Kabirpanthi sect. A gin-
ning factory has recently been started in the town by Messrs.
Shaw Wallace and Co. of Calcutta. Kawardha is growing
in importance in point of trade, and the principal articles of
commerce are cotton, wheat, cloth, rice and timber. There
is no municipality regularly constituted, but a town committee
has been formed to perform some of the functions of the
municipality. :

Keradih.—The headquarters of the #akaedir of Keradih i
Jashpur State, who is a Rautia by caste, and has the local
title of ¢ Baraik.” The #/dkadar pays an annual takoli of -
Rs. 376-4-0 to the State, and holds his estate on the condition
of loyalty to the Chief. The estate is composed of 22
villages.
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Keribandha.—A village in Sakti State on the Bengal-
Nagpur Railway line, about four miles from the Sakti railway
station. The village takes its name from an old band’, said
to have been constructed by a Gond guontia, named Markande.
The bandh was a very big one, but since the railway line was
constructed through it, its size has been considerably reduced.

Khairagarh.—The headquarters town of the Khairiagarh
State, situated at a distance of 23 miles by gravelled roads
from the railway stations of Dongargarh and Raj-Nandgaon
on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. The area and population

-of the town are 1635 acres and 4656 souls respectively. Ac-
cording to the census of 1901 there were about 4182 Hindus,
400 Muhammadans and a few Jains and Christians. The
important public buildings in the town are the R3ja’s palace,
Victoria High School, dispensary, court-house and jail. The
town has also a Hindu temple, a Muhammadan mosque and
a market named after the late Sir John Woodburn. The
temple erected in honour of Rukharswami contains the ashes
of the Swami, which are worshipped at the Shivratri festival.
A municipality has been constituted since 1900 and octroi is
lev1ed on cloth and spices only. The expenditure is mainly
on conservancy and octroi establishments. The income and
expenditure of the municipality in 19go7 were about Rs. 1900
and Rs. 1100 respectively. Good cotton carpets are manu-
factured in the jail factory, and brass vessels and wooden
furniture in the town.

Khamaria.—A village in the Khairagarh State situated at
a distance of 40 miles from the Tilda railway station on the
Bengal-Nagpur Railway.. The population of the town, ac-
cording to the census of 1901, was 2000 souls. Khamaria
is the headquarters of the tahsil of the same name and
contains a primary school and a bazar.

Khandi Hill.—This is the highest hill in the Kanker State,
and is about 3 miles long. The Khandi river has forced its
way through the hill and divided it into two parts. There
is an abundant supply of fish in the pools here.

Khargawan Zamindari—A zamindari of seventy-two
villages in the south of the Korea State. The zamindar is a
Gond of old family. He is entitled to the income from forest
of the estate, but two-thirds of the grazing dues go to
the Chief. An annual tribute of Rs. 772 is paid to the Chief.-
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Khargawan Village.—The headquarters village of a’
zamindiri of the same name in Korea State, enclosed on
all sides by bamboo forests. The village contains a police
Station-house and a primary school.

Khoba.—A large village in the Dongargaon pargana of
Niandgaon State. Here a battle was fought between the
Gond ‘Rija who had rebelled against the Bhonsla king of
Nigpur and the Nandgaon Chiet.

Khuni.—A village in the Rampur feppa, Surguja State, and
one of the regular halting places of the numerous caravans
or dealers in grain who roam through this Zeppi and the
plains of Ambikapur bartering salt and tobacco for grain and
also making cash purchases.

Khuria.—A plateau and #/akedar:, occupying the north-
western portion of the Jashpur State and lying between 23"-0’
and 23°-14' N. and 84°-30’ and 83-"44’ E. It consists of trap
rock topped with volcanic laterite, overlying the granite and
gneiss which form the surface rocks at lower elevations.
The plateau affords excellent pasturage and Ahirs and
cowherds from Mirzapur and elsewhere bring in large herds
of cattle to graze here. Many such Ahirs have settled here
permanently. The plateau is peopled chiefly by Pahiria
Korwas. The 7lakadar is a Korwa by caste, and holds the local
title of Diwan. He was formerly called-the Majhi of Korwais.
But he claims to be a Baghel Rijput and a descendant
of Khuria Rini, a god whose templeis situated on an
almost inaccessible rock. He further claims to have come -
from Ratanpur and to be connected with the Haihayavansi
Rajas of Ratanpur. The /akadar lives at Sanna, which con-
tains a school and a police outpost. The #lakadar holds -
79 villages and pays an annual Zakoli of Rs. 562-8-0 to the
State. ,

Khursia.—A large village in Raigarh State, held)by the
Chief himself and ‘situated on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway,
with an area of 1358 acres and a population of 1196 persons.
The chief institutions here are a Government post and
telegraph office, a police station, and a primary school
and a “dispensary. There is a railway station and a fairly
large bazar. A .roadis under construction from here to
Dharamjaigarh, the capital of the Udaipur State, distant about
39 miles. ’

22
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Khusri.—An important village of fair size in the Rampur
tappa of Surguja State. From this place the extensive rice-
bearing plains of the Rampur Zzppa and of the other Zappas
of the Surguja State commence.

Kilhari.—A village in Korea State lying on the borders of
the Rewah State on the west. The village contains a police
outpost, primary school and a fine tank with a temple on
its bank.

Kokapar. —A village in Nandgaon State, nine miles from
Dongargaon, towards the west. The village is an important
trading place. A large weekly market is held here.

Kondagaon Tahsil.—The north-eastern tahsil of the
Bastar State, lying between 19°-15' and 20°-10’ N. and 80°-25’
and 82°-10' E. with an area of 1931 square miles and a popula-
tion of 47,782 souls. More than three-fourths of the area is
covered with forests. The principal forest tree is sal (Shorea
robusta,) The tahsil consists of 534 villages, of which 8 are
- uninhabited. Thirty-five villages are held revenue-free by
Lal Kalandar Singh, uncle of the present Chief. They have
all been leased out. Kkarif crops are chiefly grown here.
The tahsil has two police Station-houses, six police outposts
and two inspection bungalows.

Kondagaon Village.—The present headquarters of the
Kondagaon tahsil (Bastar State) with a population of 1118
souls. The village has a police Station-house, post office
and primary school and stands at the junction of the roads
from Dhamtari and Raj-Nandgaon.

Kondpali.—A large village in Raigarh State having an
area of 1640 acres and a population of 683 persons. The
lessee and tenants who chiefly belong to the Kolta caste are
skilful agriculturists. The village contains a primary school.

Konpara.—A village in Jashpur State near the Udaipur
border, forming part of the private estate of the Feudatory
Chief. It contains a granary and a police station and is a
gold-collecting centre. The village was formerly the " head-
quarters of a Gond 7/@kudar but his estate was confiscated
on account of his disloyalty.

Konta Tahsil.—The southern tahsil of the Bastar State
lying between 17°-48' and 18°-57' N. and 80°-47' and 82°-2’ E.
with an area and population of g68 square miles and 7736

cersons respectively, The southern and western parts are
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hilly. Palm trees are plentiful, and are tapped for their
juice which is food and drink to the people. The Savari is
the chief stream. This is navigable from two miles above
Konta to its junction with the Godavari at Konavarum. In
the south of the tahsil, a basin is formed by a range of hills
enclosing an area of about 30 square miles. . The stream
which’ drains this basin might be dammed. The principal
inhabitants are Murias. Rice and juari are the chief crops
grown here. The Sukma, Chintalnar and Kotapal zamin-
daris are situated in this tahsil. ‘

Konta Village.—The headquarters of the Konta tahsil,
Bastar State, with a police Station-house, primary school,
dispensary and post office. A number of Pathan merchants
from Kabul have settled here.

Koreagarh.—A hill in Korea State on which the remains
of the former Kol Chief’s fort and capital are still visible.

Kotapalli Zamindari.—The estate lies in Bastar State
between 18°-12' and 18°-26’ N. and 81°-15' and 81°-46' E. with
an area of 228 square miles and a population of 1080 souls.
A long chain of hills traverses it from north to south. Juari
is the staple food here. The revenue payable to the State
is Rs. 527. The zamindar has no right over teak trees.
The estate is managed by the mother of the minor zamindar.

Kotra.—A village in Raigarh State held by the Chief
himself, situated about four miles from Raigarh with a police -
Station-house, weekly market, primary scheol, outstill and a
large irrigation tank.

Kotri River.—A river which rises in the Panabiras
zamindari of the Chanda District, flows in a southerly direc-
tion through the Sambalpur tahsil of-the Kanker State, and
then falls into the Indravati river in the Bastar State. Its
tributary is the Kandra river which falls into it near Gudum-
para in the Sambalpur tahsil.

Kotwar.—A peak in Jashpur State, situated about g miles
north-east from Sanna. Itrises to a height of 3393 feet
above sea-level, and is the source of the Lawa river.

Kudumkela.—A large village in Raigarh State, situated
on the roadside towards Udaipur. The area and popula-
tion are 7342 acres and 934 persons respectively. It is
important owing to its lac produce and contains a primary
school.
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Kuluinsur or Kuteshwar—(Lord of the hill). A small
village in Bastar State, 23 miles from Jagdalpur to the south.
Some caves called Guptour or Gupteshwar (hidden Lord) are
found here containing stalactite and stalagmite columns.
Some of these stalagmite formations have the appearance -
of Siva, and are therefore worshipped by the people. The
entrance of these cavesis a small passage, 5 ft. high and 3 ft.
wide, descended by means of two ladders. There are 5
distinct chambers known and others which have not been
explored. In these chambers are several blind wells—all
except one of which are covered by a shell -of rock which
when struck gives out a hollow sound. :

Kurda.—A village in Sakti State situated about 12 miles
from Sakti town on the road to the zamindari of Champa.
A weekly market is held here at which forest produce is
extensively sold.

Kurna.—An important village in the Kanker tahsil
(Kanker State), about g miles from the headquarters town.
It is noted for its yearly fair which lasts for three days.

Kuruspal.—A small village in Bastar State near the
Chitrakot falls in the Jagdalpur tahsil. Many inscriptions
have of late been discovered here by R. B. Panda Baijnath.
Several of these inscriptions relate to the time of Someshwar
Deo of the Nigvansi line about 1097 A. D.

Kutru Zamindari.—The largest zamindari in the Bastar
State, lying between 18°-87' and 19°-28' N. and 80°-25' and
81°-15' E. with an area of 1362 square miles and a population
of 11,676 souls. The Indravati and its tributaries—the Koki
and Berudi—drain this tract. The north-eastern portion of
the estate is hilly. Elsewhere there are considerable areas of
good land lying uncultivated. The headquarters of the estate
are at Kutru, a village which has a police outpost, primary
school and a post office. The zamindar pays Rs. 4600 Zakoli.
The forests contain a good deal of teak.

Lailunga.—A zamindari consisting of 34 v1llages situated
in the northern boundary of the Raigarh State towards the
Udaipur side, and twice settled summarily. The zamindar
pays a Zakoli of Rs, 599 to the State. His estate takes
its name from the headquarters village Lailunga which

contains a primary school and a police outpost and has a
weekly market.



LAKHANPUR—LODAM. 341

Lakhanpur.—The headquarters village of the Rampur
tappa of Surguja State, containing a school, post office, and
police Station-house. The place is an important one, and,
next to Ambikapur, the largest village in this State. It
- contains some substantial houses and the &kozposkdar’s resi-

dence is a very good building. In the bazar are the godowns
and depbts of several grain merchants and the ordinary
necessities of life are readily obtainable, including cloth and
kerosine oil. The R&korposhdar has encouraged trade by
building two rest-houses for travelling traders moving through
_this Zappa. There is a small colony of Muhammadans at this
place, but these men are of no importance here and are
mostly servants of the zamindar. There are two good tanks
and an excellent well, water being found very near the
surface. v

Laosara.—One of the largest villages in Sakti State,
situated on the boundary of the State towards the south-west.
It contains a school. Since 1896 it has lost a portion .of its
area which now forms a separate independent village.

Lawa River.—A stream in the Uparghat of Jashpur
State, rising in the Kotwir peak in Khuria and flowing in an
easterly direction through the State till it falls into the Sankh
near Barwe in Ranchi. ‘ {

Lerua.——The headquarters village of the Rajpur Zgppa of
Surguja State. There is a police Station-house here. This
village was formerly the residence of the old Lerua zamindar,
whose estate has now lapsed to the Chief. There are many
remains here of old temples of Kali and some fine tanks. In
the fields in the neighbourhood of the Station-house are seen
scatteredabout several fine blocks of stone with broken images
carved on them. These remains apparently belong to a
period anterior to the family of the present Chief. There is a
mel@ held annually in February at this place. During the
fair, shopkeepers of the pedlar class, who wander through the
State during the cold weather months up to Baisakh, come in.
Cloth, fancy raiment, brass anklets and bracelets, salt,
tobacco and a variety of miscellaneous German-made goods;
pots and pans and gu» can be had at that time.

Lodam.—Otherwise known as Garh Lodam is an im-
portant village in Jashpur State, situated about three miles
west of the Ranchi border and about 16 miles east of Jashpur-
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nagar. The village is connected by a good road with the
capital. There are signs that there was once a gark or
residence of a Chief here, but no one can say to what dynasty
the Chief belonged. A weekly market is held where a Brisk
trade in cattle and grain is carried on by traders who mostly
come from Ranchi. Three miles east flows the Sankh, a
tributary of the Brahmani river, which falls into the Bay of
Bengal.

Lohattar.—The headquarters village of the pargana of
that name in the Sambalpur tahsil (Kanker State). Once a
flourishing village, it is now depressed owing to its unhealthy.
climate.

Lot Nullah.—A nullah which rises in the Phuljhari
zamindar and runs parallel to the range of hills traversing
the Sarangarh State across the centre from south to north,
and falls into the Mahanadi in the Chandarpur zamindari.
On the right bank of the Lot nullah at Saler, about 7 miles
from the town of Sarangarh, stands the tomb of Alexander
.Elliot. 1t is repaired every year at the cost of: the British
Government and bears the following inscription :—.

¢ To the memory of Alexander Elliot, Esquire, who having
¢ been selected at a very early period of life for the execution
¢ of an important commission at the Court of Nagpur, died of
¢ a fever at this place on the 12th of September 1778, aged
¢ 28 years ; this monument which covers his remains was

¢ erected, in testimony of his virtues, and of the loss which
‘ his State has sustained in his death.—By order of the
¢ Governor-General of Bengal.’

Lowakera.—An important village in Jashpur State on
the Gangpur border with a weekly market. Lowakera is the
jagir of a Khandait Bhuiya who holds the main village with
several #las on service tenure with the local title of Dand-
sena, showing that the jagir was granted for military service,
probably the defence of the Gangpur border. Now his
service is confined to dancing before the ooddess Bhagwati
during the Dasahra festival.

Madder.—An important v1lla0'e in the Bhopalpatnam
zamindari (Bastar State), situated 12 miles from the head-
quarters of the estate, with a population of 812 souls. The
village has a police outpost, post office and a vernacular
middle school.
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Mahanadi River.—The most important river in the
Sarangarh, Kanker and Raigarh States. The Hatkul and
Turi rivers are its chief tributaries in the Kanker State and
meet it at Chikatold and Sarangpal respectively.

Maharajpur.—A fairly large village, six miles from the
headquarters town of Kawardha on the road to Lohara. The
area and population of the village are 2000 acres and 500
persons respectively. The village contains a primary school
and cattle pound. A weekly bazar is held here.

- Mailan.—A hill in the Surguja State, situated in 23°-31'
~N. and 83°-37' E. andrising to a height of 4024 feet above
the sea-level.

Mainpat.—A magnificent tableland in the Surguja State, -
18 miles long and 6 to 8 miles broad, lying between 22°-46’
and 22°-54' N. and 83°-8’ and 83°-24' E. It rises to a
height of 3781 feet above the sea-level and forms the southern
barrier of the State. From the southern face of the plateau,
which is mainly composed of gneiss and iron-stone, long
spurs strike into the plains of Udaipur, while the northern
side is a massive wall of sandstone, indented like a coast
line, with isolated bluffs standing up in front of the cliffs,
from which they have been parted. The plateau is well
watered throughout, and affords during the summer months
abundant grazing for the cattle of Mirzapur and Behar.

- Mand River.—The chief river in the Udaipur State,

~which rises in the Jashpur State, and takes its course in a
.south-westerly direction forming the boundary of the southern-
most portion of the State, and then flowing into the Raiganh
State.

Masania Kalan.—A village in Sakti State lying to the
north-east of Sakti town at a distance of six miles. 'T.he
name of the village originated from the hill called Mas:‘n}la.
Bears and other game are found in the forests bounding
three sides of the village. . .

Mazumgarh Hill.—This is a very high hill situated in
the south-east of the Kanker State. The stone walls of an

‘old fort and a tank ~ee found on the top of the hi.ll. . .
Milupara.—Af ?l revenue-free village in Raigarh
‘State, situated oh tfie river Kelo, and dedicated to the local
‘deity called Murg}at, one of the principal deities of the

Chief



344 MOHARA —NARAINPAL.

Mohara.—A small village in Nandgaon State, three miles
from the headquarters town (Raj-Nandgaon), situated on
the banks of the Seonith river. The village contains the
water-works pumping station, close to which there is a Siva

" temple where a big fair is held annually.

Mohgaon.—A village in Nandgaon State on the bank
of the Surhi river. The village is called Raja Mohgaon in
commemoration of Rija Nizim Shah of Mandl4, and contains
a temple.

Mohgaon Pargana.—The village contains a police
Station-house and a primary school. A large weekly market
is held there. The residents are mostly Kunbis.

Mudpar.—A village in the Kanker State, situated on the
Mahinadi river, twelve miles east of Kanker town. There
are many. antique images lying scattered about here and
there.

- Mugdega.—A zamindari in Raigarh State cons1st1ng of
16 villages, situated on the northern border of the State ad-
joining Jashpur territory. The area and population are 563
acres and 1735 persons respectively. The zamindir isa
Gond by caste and has to pay a Zekoli of Rs. 141 to the State.

Muripar.—A village in Nandgaon State which gives its
name to a railway station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway.
It contains a stone quarry and a police outpost.

Murergarh.—The highest peak in the Chang Bhakar
State, 3027 feet above sea-level.

Marua Hill.—Situated in Jashpur State about 16 miles
north-east of Jashpurnagar. The hill abounds in various
kinds of game, including tiger, and is one of the principal
hunting grounds of the Chief.

Nagar.—At one time the capital of the Korea State. Re-
mains of the old residences of the Chief are still to be seen.
It contains fine black soil. No ruling Chauhin Chief is
allowed to drink water in this village owing to some super-
stitious belief. : -

Narainpal.—A muaf village in Bastar State on the river
Indravati, 23 miles from Jagdalpur t% theest. The v1llage
contains a temple of Vishnu. A Sansmile- foscription in the
Devanagri character states that this terng le was constructed

by the widow of Dhairavarshi Deo," 3randfather of Bir
Kanhar Deo
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Narainpur.—An 1mportant village in the Hetghat tappa
of Jashpur State, about sixteen miles south-west of Jashpur-
nagar. A fair is held here in Magh every year and the village
has a weekly market, a school and a police outpost. Sujan
Rai, the founder of the State, resided on a hill close by, where
he is still worshipped as the Raj Deo by each Raja of
Jashpur on or after his succession.

Narayanpur.—An important village in the Antagarh
tahsil (Bastar State), 30 miles from Antigarh to the south,’
with a population of 1429 souls. The village has a post
office, police outpost, a primary school and a fine tank, and
is the chief market of the Mar country.

Nawagaon.—A village in Kawardha State, six miles from
Kawardha, with an area and population of 1600 acres and
- 700 souls, respectively. It was the capital of the State during

the time of Thakur Rajpal Singh and the remains of the
Chief’s palace are still to be seen. The village now contains
a'forest post.

Padigaon.—A village in Raigarh State held by the Chief
himself, situated on the Mahianadi towards the Sarangarh
State, with an area of 2762 acres and a population of 1508
persons. The weekly market held here is the most important
of all the markets held in the State. Rice is extensively
sold here. The Chief has recently constructed a granary
here to hold about 20,000 maunds of rice. The tenants are
mostly Koltas.

Paharbula.—A fair-sized village in the Srinagar Zappa
of Surguja State. Here the kkorposhdar of Srinagar (the
Chief of Udaipur) used to reside from time to time. The
remains of the old house are still visible.

. Pandadah.—A village in Nandgaon State lying on the
"banks of the river Jharjharighat, a tributary of the Amner,
Lwenty-ﬁve miles from Raj-Nandgaon. The village contains
temple of Jagannith (where an annual fair is held), a
/primary school, and a police outpost.
(_ Pandrapat.—A plwegu in Khuria (Jashpur State) situated
\‘tbout 29 miles w'O}/ \;‘}urnagar This is the highest

lateau in they e climate is very cool and
pleasant in winti in the summer months the heat
Jds not at all oppres jThere is a police station on the
plateau. .t ‘
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Paralkot Zamindari.—The northernmost zamindari of
the Bastar State, lying between 19°-38 and 20°-2’ N. and
80°-27' and 81°-10’ E., with an area of 640 square miles and a’
population of 5920 souls. The estate is very hilly and once
had valuable forests, but nearly all the timber (teak) has now
been extracted. The zamindiar being a minor, the estate
is under the management of the State. Out of the -total
number of 165 villages, 98 are uninhabited. The head-
quarters are at Paralkot, a village which has a population of
224 souls, and is connected with Narayanpur by a fair weather
cart road. The zamindar pays Rs. 836 revenue.

Pathalgaon.—A fair-sized village in Udaipur State con-
taining a school. A weekly bazar is held here.

Patna Zamindari.—A zamindari of 42 villages in Korea
State on the Surguja border. The zamindar is a minor, and
the estate is indebted. The Chief has consequently taken
over the management. '

Patna Village.—The headquarters village of the zamin-
dari of the same name in Korea State. The village contains
a primary school and a police Station-house.

Partabpur.—The headquarters village of the Partabpur
tappa of Surguja State, containing the court of a Naib-tahsil-
dar, a police Station-house and a school. Here also is the
residence of the First Assistant Superintendent of the
Udaipur State, who looks after the Partabpur and Srina-
gar Zappas, which are the khkorposhdar: properties of the

)

Udaipur Chief. The family residence at Partabpur is a

large building, and was formerly occupied by Raja Bindesh-
wari Prasad Singh Deo, when he acted as manager of
Surguja. Here are situated the old jail and court-house.
There is a bazar in which some Kibulis live, who deal in
grain, salt, cloth and hides.

Phaguram.—A large village in Raigarh State, situated{

on the roadside towards the Udaipur State, with a popula-}

tion of 820 persons. Lac and mahua are the chief products. ,)

The Kurkut river drains the village. .-
Pharasbahar.—The headqua.ﬂ““ “theest. j3kadar of Pha. 1

rasbahar in Jashpur State. Th?‘né‘“le”nscr’éadar is a mmot)

and his estate is managed by th tem le was he jlikadar.is i

Jhora Gond by caste and pays an an{ a?amzyl; of Rs. 116-4-C
‘

to the State, The estate is composed‘c. :ight villages. ,
1
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Phutkel Zamindari.—The estate lies in Bastar State
between 18°-2%' and 18°-36’ N. and 80°-47' and 81°-2' E., and
is under the management of the State, owing to the minority
of the zamindar. Its area and population are 155 square
miles and 1566 persons, respectively. The estate consists of
22 villages, of which two are uninhabited. The land revenue
payable for 19o8 is Rs. 824-6-6 inclusive of Zika.

Piparia.—The richest village in the Kawardha State,
held by a Marwari lessee who resides at Raipur. Its
area and population are 1150 acres and 1400 persons, re-
spectively. The village contains a primary school, police
outpost and cattle-pound, and a bazar is held there twice
a week. There are several cloth-dyers who dye cloths for
quilts. . '

Pondi.—A village in Kawardha State, situated on the road
to Pandaria at a distance of eight miles from Kawardha
town. The area and population of the village are 500 acres
and 453 souls, respectively. Most of the residents are
Turkaris. The weekly market held there is the largest in
the State and is important especially for the sale of cattle,
which are brought from the Damoh and Saugor Districts.

Pouri Hill.—A hill in Jashpur State, situated about
12 miles north-west of Jashpurnagar. Like Marua, this is
one of the Chief’s hunting grounds.

Pusaur.—One of the largest villages in the Raigarh
State, situated on the roadside towards Padigaon on the
Mahinadi. The area and population are 1933 acres and 1567
persons, respectively, and there are a police outpost, a pri-
mary school, a temple of Jagannith and many irrigation
tanks. The manufacture of bell-metal utensils is largely
carried on, the produce being sold in the local market held
every week.

Raigarh.—The headquarters town of the Raigarh State
situated on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. It had a populaticn
of 6780 souls in 1go1r. The town besides the Raja’s palaces

contains suitable pubkg buildings, such as a court-house,
jail, High Schooly” chools for boys and girls, market
nd dispensary vernment post aad telegraph
office, and is wirh roads. A municipality

is established i =~climate of the town is on the
whole fair. Ra_ _ fgives its name to the surrounding
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' pargana which comprises 199 villages and has an area and
population of 99,852 acres and 58,458 persons respectively.
Raikera Zamindari.—A zamindari in Raigarh State con-
sisting of 21 villages, the area and population of which are g86
acres and 3306 persons respectively. The zamindir is a
Gond by caste, and pays a Zakoli of Rs. 280 to the State.
Raikera Village.—A village in the Hetghat (Jashpur
State), about ten miles south of Jashpurnagar, forming part
of the Chief’s private estate, containing a school and a
granary. °
Rainkhol.—A village in Sakti State, situated on the top. &
the hills towards the north. The inhabitants are Dhanwirs
and Majhis, whose chief occupation is bamboo-work. Tiie
village has a kund called Hathani Dahra to which, according
to the tradition, elephants used to repair todrink. Hariand
Gujar are said to have caught an elephant here. which was
offered to the Sambalpur Raja on the occasion of the wedding
of his daughter. ‘
Rajadhar.—A village in Kawardha State, situated on the
border of the Mandla District, 33 miles from the headquarters
town, so named because at one time one of the Rajas, while
on his way to Mandla, halted at the place. The inhabitants
of the village are all Baigas who carry on dewar cultivation.
Raj-Nandgaon.—The headquarters town of the Nand-
gaon State, with a population of 11,000 persons, about half a
mile from the railway station of the same name on’
the Bengal-Nagpur -Railway. The town contains many
public buildings, the most important of which are the court-
house, guest-house, hospital and diak bungalow. The
- Raja’s palace covers an area of five acres. There are two
beautiful gardens, Rani Bag and Baldeo Bag. The water-
supply of the town is pumped from the Seonith river from
a distance of 2} miles. The water-works were constructed,
in 1894, at a cost of 1} lakhs of rupees. Ra&j-Nandgaon also
contains the Bengal-Nagpur Spinning and Weaving Mills, a
cotton-ginning factory, a High Schoa‘/j@ur primary schocls,
several temples and mosques an ﬁ\n tfieaart. The towng
is an important commercial cen Sans«ml -ips
Ramgarh Hill.—A hill in Slf{thSL ‘tengile wi archzeologlcal
interest. Mr,L.'E. B. Cobden-Ramrn{J, _+ak S, visited it in
1905 and has given a graphic accox{{d ¢i.2ich is quoted #n
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extenso under Archzology of Surguja in paragraph 427 of
this Gazetteer.

Ramkola.—The chief village of the Riamkola fappa of
Surguja State, containing a school, a police Station-house
and the residence of the 7lakadir.

Ranijhula.—The highest peak (3527 feet) in Jashpur State,

situated in 23°-0' N. and 83°-36' E. It is the source of the
river Ib which rises from a perennial spring in mauza Kawai
close to this hill.
. Raveli.—A village in Kawardha State, ten miles from
Kawardhi town, situated on th2 bank of the Phonk river
on the border of the Bilaspur District. Its area and
population are 430 acres and 8oo souls, respectively. The
village is mostly inhabited by Telis, contains a primary
school, and is held by a relation of the ruling family of the
State.

Rengakhar Zamindari.—A zamindari in Kawardha State,
tsituated in the extreme south-west of the State and is
owned by a Gond family. The tract is covered with hills and
forests. The chief crop grown here is kodon, but in some
villages bordering on the Balaghat District rice is grown.
:I‘he tract is watered by three rivers, the Halon, the Jamunia
and the Banjar, and contains valuable sa/ forest worked by the
Bengal Timber Trading Company. The forests belong to
-the State and not to the zamindar. Iron and red ochre are
found in the estate, and gold to a small extent in the Banjar
river. At a place called Daria the remains of an ancient
fort are to be seen. The headquarters of the zamindar
are at Rengakhar village where an important market is
held.

Rer River.—A river which rises on the southernmost
border of the Surguja State and flows due north. Its chief
)ributary is the Mahan river which rises in the Khuria plateau

f the Jashpur State.

Saja.—The first village in the Nandgaon State in point of

population, situated in,t’-e-_gentre of the Mohgaon pargana.

he village contai»” Station-house and a primary
hool. A large;f is held there. The residents
RS mostly Kur

Sakarra.—; ‘ State, situated on the south-

krn border of and Gujar are said to have
]
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lived here too. The village has a primary school for boys,
‘and a girls’ school. The chief caste inhabiting the village is
the Chandnahu. ' -

Sakti —The headquarters town of the Sakti State, situated
about three-quarters of a mile from the railway station of the
same name on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, with an area
and population of 1294 acres and 1690 persons, respec-
tively. The village contains the tombs of Hari and Gujar,
.where a goat is sacrificed every year by the Chief in honour
of the dead. A large cattle market is held here every
Wednesday The town has a jail, court-house, dik bunga-
low, police Station-house and post office. There are a
number of tanks for the purpose of irrigation. A sara: is
under construction. Recently two temples have been built
to Siva and Rama.

Sambalpur.—The headquarters village of the tahsil of
the same name in Kanker State, containing a court-house,
Station-house, school and dispensary. A weekly bazar is held
here at which all sorts of articles in daily use can be obtain-
ed. The Raj-Niandgaon-Antagarh road passes about three
miles to the east of the village and is connected with it by a
fair-weather track. Sambalpur is about 40 miles from the
headquarters town of Kanker, with which it is connected
by a fair-weather track.

Sandi.—A village in the north of the Chhuikhadan State
towards the Gandai zamindari, with an area and population
of 1777 acres and 737 persons, respectively. The village
contains black soil and the tenants are wealthy.

Sankra.—A small but important village in the detached
block of Siarangarh State, situated on the banks of the
- Mahanadi towards the north-east. It has a population of
1283 persons according to census of 1gor. The inhabitants
are all Uriyas. It contains an Uriya boys’ school. Rice
is the chief crop grown here.

Sanna.—The headquarters of the #akadir of Khuria
(Jashpur State). - The village cg;}mur a school, a police
outpost and a beautiful sa/ gr, Um iy eqaras sarma. Th
Zlakaddr with his numerous wivganSamst- ins lives at a plac;
called Bohora close by. ‘tenSle Wi arc Y

Sarangarh.—The headqua_mng, _rak S., vngarh State,

situated in 2:1°-35' N. and 83\t‘ndd ‘04 2ich. ic o~ road from

!
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he nearest railway station, Raigarh, on the Bengal-Nagpur

allway Population (1g9o1) 5227. The road to Raigarh
crosses two intervening rivers (the Mand and Mahanadi) and
a nullah which is in the Chandarpur zamindari of the Bilas-
pur District. In the rainy season these streams have to be
crossed by ferries, but in winter they become fordable.
Close to the town there is a large tank called Mura, which is
utilized for the purpose of irrigation. On one of its banks,
a weekly market is held every Sunday. Within the town
itself there is also a big tank known as Kheraband, with a
row of temples on its northern bank. The oldest temple is
that of Samleshwari Devi, which was built about two
centuries ago by a former Diwan of the State. It stands
close to the Raja’s palace. The town contains the residence
of the Chief, a middle vernacular school, a girls’ school,
a dispensary, ajail, a savai and a dak bungalow. About two
miles from the town there is a quarry of building stone of
dark-blue colour. Good slabs are obtained from it and used
for flooring purposes.

Sarangpal.—A. village of the Kanker tahsil (Kanker
‘State), situated on the banks of the Mahanadi river. On
-eclipse days and other Hindu festivals, the people go to this
village to bathe in the Mahanadi river.

.{Saria.—The most important village situated inthe Saria
pargana of Sarangarh State, with a population of 1421
persons according to the census of 1gor. It is inhabited
mostly by Uriyas. It contains an Uriya boys’ school, a
girls' school, and a police Station-house. Rice is the chief
crop grown here. :

Sarona.—A village of the Kinker tahsil (Kanker State)
‘noted for its weekly market to which forest produce is
brought for sale by the villagers living in the forest tracts.

Selegaon.—A village of the Sambalpur tahsil (Kanker
‘State) noted for its weekly market, where iron ore and other
commercial articles are extensively sold.

Semra.—A large P"NOng reus village in the Partabpur
tofppi of Surdumj \

LJ

3 Sheopur —~ e Partabpur Zeppa of Surguja
<ate, where s have been built by the Rani of
_elate Raja : - Deo of Udaipur and some fine

A ,
Mango groy



352 SINGHARA—SUKMA ZAMINDARI.

Singhara.—A village in Raigarh State, held by the Chie{
himself, situated about 10 miles to the south of Khursi
with a population of 1096 persons. There are a number
irrigation tanks here, together with a pgimary school, a polijce
outpost, an outstill and a granary. !

Siri River.—A tributary of the Ib river (Jashpur Stat: ),
rising in the east and flowing from east to west through
the Dhonga Amba forest till it joins the Ib, a little west of
Kunjara. The scenery of this forest stream is lovely, !‘(es-
pecially in the rainy season when the branches of the ower-
hanging trees almost touch the water.

Somni.—A village in Nandgaon State, seven miles from
Raj-Nandgaon town, towards the east. The village contains
a primary school and two irrigation tanks. The village is
sometimes called Mahantpur in honour of Mahant Ram Das,
the first Nandgaon Chief, who originally settled in this
village. A weekly market is held there.

Sonhat.—The old capital of the Korea State lying under
the lee of the hill-range which separates the high plateau
of this State from the low lands which stretch away to the
plains of Srinagar in Surguja. A small bazar is held here,
and the dowager Rani resides in the village.

Sonpur.—A fair-sized village in Udaipur State, about 18
miles from Dharamjaigarh on the road to Ambikapur, conm
taining a police outpost and a State granary.

Srinagar.—The headquarters village of the Srinagar Zappa
of Surguja State, There is a granary here belonging to the
Udaipur Chief, who is the kkorposidar. e

Sukma Zamindari.—The south-eastern zamindari of theg
Bastar State, lying between 18”-12’ and 19°-45' N. and 81°-30/
and 82°-2' E. with an area of 648 square miles and populétion
of 24,844 souls. The estate consists of 128 villages, of which
nine are uninhabited. The land is fairly level, and though
sandy, is suitable for rice, which is the staple food of this part
of the country. Towards the south juari is grown. About
three-fourths of the area is covered with forests. The zamin-

diar is a minor and the zamin/~ “{gre, is under the
management of the State. The/ Q\\ts are Murias
and Parjas. The land-revenue - to the. Stat-
is Rs. go84-8-0. No settlemen’ made. TL .

headquarters are at Sukma, kolal river.
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sixty miles from Jagdalpur to the south, with a populatxon .
of 1279 souls. The village has a primary school, post office
and a police Station-house.

Suloni.—An important village in the south of Sakti State.
It is frequently visited by Kabirpanthi s@dhus. Rice is the
chief crop grown here.

Sur.—A village in Udalpur State, about 30 miles to
the north  of Dharamjaigarh, forming the estate of a
zamindar. .

Surangadeha.—A small village of the Sambalpur tahsil
(Kanker State), situated on the Khandi river, and famous for
the fishing to be obtained in the pools of the stream.

Tamnar.—A pargana of Raigarh State, consisting of 189
villages situated to the north of Raigarh and named after
the prmapal village in the tract. The area and population
are 103,137 acres and 46,369 souls, respectively, and the
country is mostly hilly. There are five primary schools, one
police Station-house and two outposts in this tract.

Tamta.—An important village in Udaipur State ,containing
a school and a police outpost.

apkara.—A big village in the Hetghat (Jashpur State),
sityated on the Lowiakhera-Jashpur road, about nine miles
nofth of Lowakhera. Tapkara is part of the private estate
of the Raja and is one of the gold collecting centres. A large
granary is situated here.

‘Tarapur.—A zamindari in Raigarh State, consisting of 37
villages and named after the headquarters village situated on
tlx‘e river Mand. Its area and population are gb6g4 acres and
9498 persons, respectively. The zamindar has to pay a Zakoli
of Rs. 100 to the State, and cesses amounting to Rs. 634.
The zamindar has the local title of Thakur, and is related to
the Feudatory Chief.

Temur.—A village in Sakti State, situated on the banks of
the Borai river, about a mile and a half from the town. The
village contains a vernacular school and is traversed by the
railway.

Tetla.—A large village in Raigarh State, situated on the
road to Sarangarh about nine miles from Raigarh. It has a
primary school and several irrigation tanks.

Tirathgarh.—A small village in Bastar State, 21 miles from
Jagdalpur to the south, A fair is held here in Magh (January-



354 TURRI—WARARBANDH.

! Fel;ruary) every year. . The village contains thé remains of
an ancient fort and a number of small Siva templas, The
Kungri river here forms a waterfall about 100 feet i1y height.

Turri.—A village in Sakti State, situated on the -edge of
the Karwal nullah, which obtains its supply of wate:- from a
perpetual spring close by, called Turri after the village.
Rumour has it that occasionally idols of Siva appear ;though
for a very short time. They are said to have been <.cen in
various colours (white and dark) by many people.

Uparghat. —The tableland of Jashpur State, lying b stween
22°-49' and 23°-0’ N. and 84°-10’ and 84°-22' E. Chn the
Ranchi side it attains an average elevation of 2200 feet zbove
sea-level, and is fringed by hills, which in places rise aythous
sand feet higher. Approached from the east, the Uleérg[1§1';
blends with, and forms an integral part of, the plateqriu o
Chota Nagpur proper, while on the west it springs from th
low land region known as the Hetghat in a scarped fort: -ggs:
like wall, buttressed here and there by projecting masseg's o
rock. On this side the passes (ghdats) are extremely difficult
being unsafe for horsemen and utterly inaccessible to whe e !
traffic. The Uparghat again is divided by a slight }od
pression from the still higher plateau of Khuria, wh :
occupies the north-western corner of the State. \8

Upkachna —A village in Sakti State, situated at
foot of the hill towards the north of the State. The villag
derives its name from a natural reservoir (kund) callg
Upkachna which supplies the villagers with water all the ye
round. The chief caste inhabiting the village is the Kawa}

Wararbandh.—A village in Nandgaon State, 14 mile
from Raj-Nandgaon towards the west. 1he village contain
a large and beautiful tank surrounded on three sides by hills
The tradition is that this tank was constructed in one night!
by a hundred thousand Uriyas, in order to drown themselves
and their beautiful Rani, Dasmat Urnin, and thus save he‘
from Raja Mohan Deo of Drug, who had become enamoured
of her and was trying to carry her off by force of arms,



