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GAZETTEER 
OP' THE 

BURDW AN DISTRICT. 

PHYSICaL ASPECTS. 

THE district of Burdwan, one of the west~m districts of the GENBRA:L 

Burd wan Division, is situated between 22° 56' and 23° 53' north »BSCRIP· 

latitude and between 86° 48' and 88° 25' east Jongitude. It Tiox. 

contains an area of 2,689 fquare miles as ascertained by the latest 
survey, and a population, according to the census of 1901, of 
1,532,475 persons. Burdwan, the principal town and administra-
tive head-quarters, is situated on the north bank of the Banka, 
some 2 miles from the Damodar river, in 23° 14' N. and 
87° 51' E. The name Bardhamana in the vernacular is a corrup-
tion of the Sanskrit Vardhamana (the present participle passive 
of the verb vordh) and implies "the increasing or prosperous." 

The district lies mainly between the Ajay, the Bhagirathi or Bounda.· 

Hooghly, and the Damodar rivers. It· is bounded on the north ries 

by the Santal Parganas, Birbhiim and Murshidabad; on the east 
by Nadia; on the south by Hooghly, Midnapore and Bankura; 
and on the west by Manbhiim. The Ajay separates it on the 
north from the Birbhiim and Murshidabad districts forming a 
natural boundary line till shortly before its junction with the 
Bhagirathi; while on the south the Damodar, running parallel 
to the Ajay for a considerable portion of its course, forms the 
-main boundary. A small portion of the Katwa subdivision lies 
to the north of the Ajay, and the Khandaghosh and Raina 
thanas of the head-quarters subdivision lie to the south of the 

• Damodar, which here takes a sharp bend to the north-east. On 
the west the Barakar passes along the north-western boundary for 
a. few miles before its junction with t.he Damodar and divides the 
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district from Manbhum. On the east the Hoogltly, known in its 
upper reaches as the Bhagirathi, forms the main boundary with 
Nadia, but a small strip of land on the right bank of the river 
which contains the town of Nadia belongs. to that district. The 
south-eastern boundary marches with the.Hooghly district and is 
formed by an irregular line drawn north-east from the Dha.lkisor 
river, which for a few miles forms the boundary with Midno.pore, 
to the Hoogbly. The natural boundaries formed· by the great 

_rivers to the north, east and south are fairly constant, and there 
have been no important changes withjn recent times. 

Configu. In shape the district resembles a club or hammer, of which the 
ration. , 

handle. consisting of the Asansol subdivision is som.e 60 miles 
in length. The head is formed by the delta to the east lying 
between the great riyers which form the main boundaries, and the 
greatest breadth here is about 70 miles. The total length 
of the district from the Barakar river to the Hooghly below 
Kalna is 130 miles. It falls naturally into two main divisions. 
The eastern portion, comprising the Burdwan, Kalna and Katwa 
subdivisions with a. total area. of 2,071 squara miles, is a wide 
alluvial plain enclosed by the Ajay, the Bhagirathi, and the 
Damodar on the .north, east, and south, and bounded by the 
Asansol subdivision on the west. To the west the district 
narrows to a mera strip of rocky, undulating land, some 15 
miles wide, lying between the Ajay and the Damodar rive~s. 

d~~~ral These two tracts differ completely from each other in natural 
r'181008

' characteristics, scenery and population. 'fhat to the east, which 
. contains more than two-thirds of the total area. of the district, is 
a delta the southern edge of which approa9hes the sea-board and 
is of the most recent formation. The rivers which have worked 
to form it are the Ajay, the Damodar, and the Ganges, of which 
river the Bhagirathi is an ancient channel. The latter in its 
offorts to break eastwards has left long loops of disused chan~els 
all along its western banks and the soil here is water-logged and 
swampy. In the Ausgram thana a· large tract of a hundred 
square miles is still covered with sal jungle. Elsewhere the 
country is densely cultivated. Wide plains, green in their season 
with rice, and at other times patterned like a gigantic chess-board 
by the low embankments which divide the fields, stretch in un· 
varying monotony to an horizon dotted with trees and villages. 
The villages are situated on higher ground and are usually buried 
in tropical vegetation. Large trees are scarce, but the clumps of 
bamboos, the mango groves, and the date and other palms which 
encircle the houses have a quiet beauty of their own. One very 
noticeable f~aillfe of this vortiOJl Of the di~trict is the ~ea.t 
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number o:f tanks which cover its surface. Many of the more 
valuable ltmds are irrigated from them and in the villag~s there 
is hardly a family of any position which has not its own 
private tank for bathing .and other domestic purposes. Un­
fortunately little care is taken to cleanse these depressions, and in 
many cases they. become mere cess-pools receiving all the sullage 
water from the houses on their banks. The general drainage 
is from west and south-west to east. The course of the Damodar 
along the south-western boundary is higher than the Hooghly 
to the east and several channels run down this slope. The fall 
however is very slight, the average from the Damodar to the 
Hooghly being only 4 feet per mile. The Da.modar itself drains 
but a small portion of the district, and its bed here is generally 
higher than the surroulilding country. 

The western portion of the district resembles a promontory 
jutting out from the hill ranges of Central India and consists of 
barren, rocky o.nd rolling country with a la.terite soil rising into 
rocky hillocks on the right bank of the Ajay river and .shut in on 
the west, north and south by the hills of Chota Nagpur and the 
SantAl Parganas. The actual headland of this peninsula. is 
formed by the parga11a of Gopbhiim formerly by tradition the 
seat of a Sadgop dynasty, with the delta not only fencing it in on 
the east but edging round it on the SO-:.Ith and north. This tract 
is practically treeless though a. portion is still covered with Mll 
forest and before the disaoveries of coal in the last century was 
a tremendous wilderness dotted at long intervals by tiny clearings 
and settlements and intersected by no great road or route. The 
surface is generally covered with clay, in some parts alluvial, but 
in others formed from the decomposition. of the rocks, though in 
places the rooks are exposed and great stretches of land are 
wholly unfit for cultivation. It is chiefly in the depressions and 
along the edges of the numerous drainage channels that rice is 
cultivated in terraces banked up on the slopes. Along the 
Damodar to the south however there are narrow strips of land 
formed by alluvion which yield good harvests. The famous 
Raniganj coal field is situated in this strip of undulating country 
enclosed by the Ajay and Damodar .rivers· and this corner of 
the district is one of the busiest industrial traots in Bengal. The 
country is dotted with coal pits and faaturies, and its coal and 
iron fields are thronged by miners from the neighbonring districts. 
The drainage is chiefly into the Damodar, the water shed, a 

, range of high ground which rises in places to over 300 fe~t, 
running some 5 miles south of the Ajay river. Raniganj and 
Asansol, the two principal towns in the Asansol subdivision, 
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are situated at an altitude above sea. level of 303 and 257 feet 
respeoti vely. 

The Bhagirathi, which in its lower reaches below the town of 
Nadia and after its junction with the Jalangi, is known as the 
Hooghly, ultimately receives all the irainage of the district as 
is shown by the following table :-

Kunur -. 
Banka. ••• 
Khari ••• 
Nunia ••• 
Singaran ••• 

. .. } 

... Ajay . .. - lf Bhagirathi 
. or 

••• } Damodar Hooghly • ••• .J 
Dhalkisor ••• ••• • •• 

• 
The Bhagirathi is navigable by large boats all the- year iound, 

but the channel is gradually silting up and, in February and 
March below ·Katwa, is only with great difficulty kept open .. 
The Damodar is only navigable during the rains and in the dry 
weather dwindles to an insignificant stream, in many places not a. 
foot deep. Before the oonstruotion of the East Indian Rail way 
all the coal from the Raniganj coal field was sent down this river 
on barges, but the traffic on it is now of little importance. The 
larger streams within the district are the Kunur, a tributary of 
the Ajay, the Nunia and Singaran which drain the Asansol 
subdivision, and the Banka and Khari which flow into the 
Bhagirathi. · The Banka and Khari were originally offshoots 
of the Damodar, and the old beds up to their junction with the 
parent stream can still be traced. Thtoughout their courses these 
rivers receive. numerous smaller tributaries which are merely 
drainage channels for the superfluous water collected in the rice 
fields during the rains. There are also a large number of small 
creeks and water-courses interlacing ~th the larger streams which 
are almost entirely dry during the greater part of the year. 

Cases of alluvion and diluvion are frequent in the larger 
rivers but no extensive changes in their course have recently 
taken place though the Bhagirathi is now said to be threatening 
the town of Katwa. It is clear however that such changes 
were frequent in former times. The Bhagirathi has left long 
loops of disused channels all along its western bank and, 
at the beginning o£ the last century, by a sudden change of 
course, swung eastwards and left the town of Nadia and a. 
considerable strip of land north and south o£ that city on 
its right . bank. - The Dan:odar after flowing till comparatively 
recent times in different channels due east through the silt, has 
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broken violenHy to the south and is now attempting to break a 
course back to the south-west. As has already been noted ·the 
Khari and Banka, though now separated from it, were originally 
spill-channels of this river. 

The banks of the rivers . are generally low and their beds 
sandy and cultivation is only carried on along the edges of the 
larger rivers where the fields are protected by embankments. The 
Bhagirathi is fordable below Katwa in February · and March. 
The Damodar and Ajay are deep streams in the rains but at 
other seasons are passable on foot at any part of the district. 
The Khari is never fordable for the last few miles of its course 
before its junction with the Bhagirathi, while the other streams 
are fordable at all seasons except after heavy rain. The follow· 
ing' is_ a brief dMoription of the principal rivers. 

The Bhagirathi or Hooghly forms the whole eastern boundary Bhiigi· 
of~ the district with the exception of a short distance where it rathi or 
enters the Nadia district near the town of Nadia. This river is Hooghiy. 

one of the many channels which the Ganges in its progress 
eastwards has abandoned, and, although still regarded as one of 
the mouths of the sacred river, now receives but little water 
from it. For Hindus the Bhagirathi just above Katwa 
possesses an especial sanctity even riv.alling the Ganges at 
Benares in this respect ; according to tradition the great Vikra­
maditya. used to transport himself daily from his palace at Ujain 
in Raj putana to Katwa to bathe in its purifying waters. 
The bed is graclually silting up and in its upper reaches in 
the dry season there is hardly any current. A large river-
borne trade is carried on it, and there is a regular service 
of river steamers from Calcutta during the rains which _ 
competes ·not unsuccessfully with the railways both for goods and 
passenger traffic. The average breadth is about a mile, but in the 
hot weather the main channel above Kalna is often les!! than a 
hundr~d yards across, and the river is fordable in many places in 
the Katwa subdivision. The Bhagirathi first touches Burdwan 
a little south of the battle field of Plassey, which is on. the opposite 
bank. Thence it flows southwards as far as Katwa where it1s 
joined by the Ajay. After an exceedingly winding course in a 
south-easterly direction it enters the district of Nadia a little 
north of the town of that name, but again forms the boundary 
of Burdwan from Samudragarh, where it receives the Khari, and 
continues its southward course past Kalna till it leaves the dis· 
trict opposite the town of Santipur and forms the eastern bound-
ary of the adjoining district of Hooghly.. The principal places 
on its banks are Kalna, Katwa and Da.inhat. A large trade in 
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salt,• jute and cloth was formerly carried on at these places which 
were regarded as the ports of the district. With the advent of 
the railway, however, their importance bas greatly decreased. 

AJay. The Ajay takes its rise in the hills of the Santal Parganas 
and drains a large portion of their southern· aJ?.d western slopes. 
It first touches the district near Gaurangdi station ten miles north­
west of Asansol, and flowing thence due east forms the north· 
ern boundary. for about eighty miles until it enters the Ka\wa 

· subdivision near the village· of Kumarpur some fifte~n miles above 
its confluence with the Bhagirathi at Katwa. In the west­
ern portion of its course the channel is comparatively straight and 
the banks are well defined, but after issuing from its rocky bed the 
river flows in an extraordinarily serpentine course which has been 
formed by the oscillations of the current through the deltaic silt. 
The bed is sandy and the banks, low. The East Indian Loop 
Line crosses the river at Bhedia and at Baidyanathpur, a recently 
constructed bridge carries the line connecting Andal and Suri 
over it. Formerly this river was the only route through the dense 
jungle that once covered this part of Bengal and its importance 
is evidenced by the line of forts planted along its banks. The 
rapidity of the current and the sudden freshets to which, like other 
hill-fed streams, it is liable, render navigation hazardous, and 
there is practically no river-borne traffic of any importance on it. 
The Ajay has been identified by Wilford as the Amystis of 
Arrian with Katwa. (Sanskrit Katadvipa) as his Katadupa. Hunter 
derives the name Ajay from the Sanskrit A-jaya, " not without 
victory, unconquered." It is, however, more prob::t.bly the 
ordinary contracted form of the Sanskrit Ajavati. · 

Damodar. The Damodar, the sacred river of the Santals, rises in the 
Chota Nagpur water-shed and, after a south-easterly course oi 
about 350 miles, falls into the Hooghly just above the ill-famed 
"James arid Mary Sands," o. shoal which it has helped to deposit 
at· its mout4. Together with its tributaries it forms the great 
line of drainage of the ·country stretching north-west from 
Calcutta to the fringe of the Central Indian plateau. The 
riVer first touches upon the Burdwan district at its junction with 
the Barakar a few miles south of the Barakar police station. 
It then flows in a. south-easterly direction, past Raniganj 
an<l Andal, · forming the boundary between Burdwan and 
Bankura for. about 45 miles, and enters the district near 
Khandaghosh. The river here takes a. sharp bend to the north­
east and after passing close to the town of Burdwan turns, 
duo south and eventually leaves the district near the village of 
Mohanpur. 'l'he principal places on its banks are Kasba 
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Gohagram, Gopalpur, J amalpur and Salimabad, situated 11t its 
junction with the Kana river which here flows out of the parent 
stream. The course of the river is tolerably straight, but it is 
full of sand banks with a fall of 3•40 feet per mile. During 
the rains it is navigable by country boats and before the con .. 
struotion of the railway, which runs parallel to it along its north 
bank, large quantities of coal were sent down it from the 
Raniganj mines in boats of 20 tons burden and upwards to . the 
depot at Mabisbabha in Hooghly, and were thence transhipped 
and forwarded f'ia the Uluberia canal and the Hoogbly river to 
Calcutta. The river-borne traffic is now, however, of little 
importance and consists mainly of rafts of timber which 
are floated down the stream during the rains. The ra.fts 
formed are sometimes 50 to 60 yards long and generally 
flotillas of 10 or 12 rafts are launched together from the 
forests higher up. Shortly before entering the Hooghly 
district the river assumes the usual deltaic type and instead 
of receiving affiuents throws off distributaries, the best known 
being the Kana which branches from the parent stream at 
Salimabad. In the hot season the curr~nt dries up almost 
completely. The maxhnum discharge below Raniganj has been 
proved to be about 500,000 cuseos, but by October and November 

- this may fall to 1,500 ousecs or even less. 
The river is a hill-fed stream deriving its water from the 

Hazaribagh plateau and is liable in the lower part of its 
course to sudden floods which have caused much damage in the 
past. In 1770 the town of Burdwan was practically destroyed by 
a rising of this river, and immense damage and loss of life was 
also caused by the floods .of 1823 and 1855. The rightbank is 
now thoroughly protected by embankments and in consequence 
.fioods are frequent in the portion of the Burdwan subdivision which 
lies to the south of the river. They do not however last long, 
and as the quality of the silt which this river carries is good the 
inundation does good as well as harm and is certainly not a 
serious evil. Considerable damage and loss of life is however 
occasionally caused by the bore or head-wave which ·sweeps down 
the channel after heavy rain, rising sometimes to a height of 5 feet. 
Wilford has identified the Damodar as the And6matis of Arrian. 

The Barakar, though not properly speaking a ~ivar of Burd· Barakar 

wan, flows for some 5 miles along its north-western boundary . 
before its junction with the Damodar and separat.es the district 
from Manbhiim. At Barakar it is spanned by the bridge which 
carries the Grand 'l,runk Road and by the railway bridge recently 
constructed for the Grand Chord line of the East Indian Railway. 
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_ Dhalkisor. The Dhalkisor (Dwarkeswar) passes for a few miles along 
the southern boundary o£ the district. 

Kunur. The Kunur, a tributary of the A jay, rises in the undulating 
country north of Kaksa police station and receives the drainage 
of the eastern slopes of the Raniganj water-shed. Thence it 
flows almost due west for some 50 miles past Ausgram and 
Guskhara till it falls into the Aja.y near Mangalkot. During 
the rains it is liable to sudden freshets and occasionally 
overflows its banks, but the volume of water brought down by 
it is not large enough to do any very great damae:e. In its 
lower reaches it presents all the usual characteristics of a deltaic 
river, and its course through the silt is a constant succession of 

. sharp curves caused by the oscillation of the current. 'fhe river 
'is fprdable ev~zywhere~ and is practically dry in the hot season. 

· It is not navigable·. - ·· · 
Khari. - The Khari river takes its rise in an e:x:cayated hollow beside 

Banka. 

the Grand Trunk Road near the police-station of Bud-bud in the 
west o£ the district. Its bed. is a wide and deep valley which 
bears all the appearance of having once been the channel of a 
great river, and there is little doubt that the stream was formerly 
one of the many offshoots of the Damodar. The old. bed to its 
junction with the paract stream can still be traced. After flow­
ing eastwards for some 30 miles in a circuitous course through 
tha Galsi and Sahibganj thanas the river bends sharply to the 
north and enters the Kalna subdivision a little south of the 
Manteswar police-station. Some seven miles north of Manteswar 
after an extraordinarily winding course through that thana it 
again turns southwards, and forms the boundary between the 
M.anteswar and PurbasthaB. thanas till, after its confluence with 
the Bauka near the village of Nadanghat, it falls into the Bhagi· 
rathi at Samudragarh. The river is navigable for country boats as 
far as Gopalpur m the rains, but at other times of the year 
navigation above .Nadanghat is blocked by the numerous dams or 
weirs which are constructed across it for irrigation purposes. The 
banks are well defined and there has been no recent change of 
course of any importance. Floods are not frequent except after 
very heavy rain. 
- The Banka, the principal tributary of the Khari, rises in a rice 
swamp near Silla in the Galsi thana. The river was formerly _ 
in its origin a spill channel of the .Damodar and its present source 
lies within a few miles of that river. The connecting channel is 
now completely silted up, but the bed which was formerly scoured 
out by the e.ction of the main river now serves as a drainage 
channel for the south of the district where the land is generally 
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lower than the bed of the Damodar. A connection still exists 
between the Banka and the parent river at J ujuti where a sluice 
and feeding channel have been constructed in order to admit 
an adequate supply of drinking water for the town of 
Burdwan. - Unfortunatery of late years the main channel of the 
Damodar has shified to the southern bank and a high sand bank 
or ckur has been thrown up in front of the sluice, with the result 
that the supply of· wate.r from the Damodar is occasionally 
entirely out off. The river flows in an easterly course parallel 
to the Damodar and at a short distance from it, and after passing 
through the town of Burdwan, which is situated on the north 
bank, crosses the railway and flows north of it as ·far as Saktigarh 
station, where it turns north-east and finally joins the Kha.ri a 
few miles ab·ove the junction of that river with the "'Bhagirathi. ·_ 
The stream is practically· dry during the hot season, and 
even in the rains is only na~igable for a few miles above its 
confluence with the Khari. · There is little or no current except 
after heavy rain and in consequence the river exercises but little 
action on its banks. Floods do occur but generally do little 
damage. -

'rhe Nunia enters the district from the north-west flowing Nunia. 
like a hill stream in a deep ravine and after passing to th~ north 
of Sitarampur and Asansol eventually enters the Damodar at 
Raniganj. In the hot season the river dwindles to a series of 
pools with little or no current. 

'l'he Singaran, also a tributary of the Damodar, rises a little Singa.ran. 

to the north of Ikda junction on the Ondal Loop line of the 
East Indian Railway and, after a course of some 20 miles 
in a south-easterly direction, falls into the Damodar below 
Andal at the village of Srirampur. 

The Ta.mla !ises a little to the west of t.Ile large village of Tamla. 

Ukhra and thence flows south-east till it enters the Damodar near 
the boundary of Shergarh pargana. These three rivers, which 
drain the southern slopes of the Raniganj watershed, all present 
the same characteristics. There are few springs and for the · 
greater part of the year they are mere nultahs or channels consist .. 
ing of a series of rocky pools unconnected by any flow of 
water. In the rains, however, there is a considerable flow of 
water which is used for the irrigation of the rioe fields on their 
bankL -

The principal offshoot of the Damodar is the ·Kana which Kana. 

branches ofi from the parent stream at Salimaba.d. Thence it 
' flows for a few miles south-eastwards through the· Salimabad 

thana. before it leaves the district. • 
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Brimhain. The Branihain, a tributary of the Bbagirathi, rises in the 

Babla. 

EMBANK• 

rice fields to the south of Mangalkot police station. Thence it 
flows eastwards in a. circuitous course and eventually enters the 
Bhagirathi at Dainhat. Its bed is of clay and the banks being 
low it is liable to flood after heavy r~in. It is fordable every· 
where. 

The Babla enters the district north-east of the Ketugram 
police-station and flowing south-east falls into the Bhagirathi 
near Katwa. 

An embank~p.ent starting at Silla 20 miles west of Burdwan 
MBns. protects the left or northern bank of the Damodar. Another 

important embankment runs along the right bank of the 
Aj&.y in the Asansol subdivision extending 7 miles from Gaur 
Bazar to Kajladihi, 4 miles from Bishnupur to Arjunbari and 
7 miles from Satkahania to Sagarposta, a total length of 
22 miles. 

:MnsnEs, There are no lakes in the district, but in the eastern portion, 
!~~Esn more particularly in the Katwa and Kalna subdivisions, small;Mls 
oANALS. or swamps in which water remains throughout the year ·abound. 

The more extensive of these marshes lie on the right bank of the 
Bbagirathi and have plainly been caused by the overflow of that 
river, while a few similarly caused border the Ajay and Damodar. 
The smaller internal rivers and streams are very often embanked 
for purposes of irrigation; these embankments form a considerable 
obstruction to the natural drainage of the ·district, and are 
supposed to have largely contributed towards the outbreaks of 
malaria which have been such a scourge in recent times. In 
some of the smaller rivers a thick variety of reed called sar grows 
wild which is largely useJ in roofing houses. Long-stemmed rice 
is not grown in the district and there are no marshes or swamps 
suitable for its cultivation. The alluvial plain to the east is 
c'Jvered with an enormous number of tanks which have been 
excavated for the supply of drinking water or for irrigation, but 
almost without exception they have been long neglected and 
many are no:w overgrown with weeds and filled up with silt • 
. There are no forests properly so called in the district, but a large 
tract of about 100 square miles in the Ausgram police-station 
and the western uplands of the Asansol subdivision are cover6d 
with young aiil (Shorea robusta). The forests yield but slight 
revenues and no trees of any size are found. They were cut dvwn 
when the railway was under construction, but attention has 
recently been drawn to their value and some of them are now 
closely preserved. The adZ saplings are chiefly used as rafters ' 
and beams and have an e.speoial value for this purpose on account 
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of their immunity from the attacks of white-ants. There are no 
large uncultivated pastures in the deltaic portion of the district, 
all the available ground being taken up for tillage. In the 
undulating country to the west there are vast ;stretches of waste 
la.nd the herbage on which dries up in the hot season. 

The only artificial waterway is the Eden Canal oalle<l after 
Sir Ashley Eden, an irrigation channel 22 miles in length 
reaching from Kanchannagar, the western suburb of Burdwan, 
to Jamalpur·where the Kana river and the Kana Da.modar join it. 
The canal takes its supply from the Damodar at Jujuti where 
there are two head sluices connecting with the Banka river~ 
'fhe maximum discharge of the canal in the rainy season is 
700 cubic feet per sec.ond, but in the winter the supply falls 
very low and sometimes in April and May dwindles to 50 
cubic feet per second. The water admitted through the siuices 
flows along the Banka for about seven miles to Kanchanna.gar, 
where it is held up by a weir across the channel and admit­
ted into the canal proper by an anicut. After passing through 
Kanchanna.gar, the canal runs parallel to the left embankment 
of the Damodar for about 20 miles; the supply is then 
divided, about one-third fl.qwing down the old channel of the 
Kana Damodar which falls into the Hooghly above Ulubaria, 
while the remainder flows by the Kana river into the 
Saraswati. 

The canal was originally constructed for sanitary purposes. 
The Damodar embankments having closed all the old side channels 
of the river, it was excavated in order to supply drinking 
water to the town of Burd wan and to scour out the old channels 
leading from the Damodar, the silting up of which was supposed to 
be one of the principal causes of the outbreak of the Burdwan fever. 
At present about 33 square miles in the Dardwan and Jamalpur 
thanas and in the Memari outpost are irrigated from it. 

·The district is covered by alluvium except j_n the Asansol GEoLoGY. 

subdivision where Gondwana rocks are exposed. The deposits 
which cover the immense alluvial plain of the Ganges and the 
Brahmaputra and their tributaries belong in part to an older 
alluvial ·formation, whioh is usually composed of massive argilla-
ceous beds of ·a rather pale reddish-brown hue often weathering 
yellowish, disseminated throughout which occur kankar and pisolitic 
ferruginous concretions. The soil is partly a laterite clay more 
or less altered and partly ·a red-coloured coarse. grained sand, 
characteristic of the eastern ranges of the Vindhya ·formation, 
lJlrge surfaces composed of which are to be found in the beds of 
the Damodar and Ajay rivers. 
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The Gondwana system is represented in the Rajmahal hills, 
the Damodar valley, several of the Chota Nagpur districts, and 
in Orissa.~ The system is divisible into an upper and lower 
series, characterised by marked stratigrap bical discordance and an 
utter change in the type of the fossil flora, cycads and conifers 
prevailing in the upper, and equisetaceo~ts plants in the lower 

_subdivision, ferns being found commonly m both. The following 
table shows_the probable correlation of the Gondwana groups as 
developed _in the different Bengal areas :-

.. I Birbhii.m, 
GxNEBAL Rajmahal Deogarh Damodar Darjeeling Tiilcher 

SEQUENCE. hills. and Kar- valley. district. field. 
hiirbari. I . 

cfl 

~ (Umia and ... . .. . .. . .. . .. 
~ I Jabalpul 
g {Oalite) . 

C!:l { Rajmahal 
~ I (Lias). J Riijmii.hiil ... Mahadeva . .. Mahadeva . 
~ Mahadeva Dubrajpur ... ... ... ••• 

!;::) L (Rhoetie) -Panchet (Trias) ... . .. Panchet ... . .. 
Damodar ... 

J~arlikar ••. Bariikarf 
Baniganj Raniganj ... 

( Pirmian and Iron stone ... ••• 
Permocar- shales. 
boniferos.) Barakar . Barakar • :e • 

Talchers ... 
} Talcher f Karhir· Karhii.r- oor ... 

(U. Carboni. bari. bari. 
feros. Talcher ... Tii.lcher ... ... Talcher. 

The Talcher group, which forms the basis of the Gondwana 
system, consists of silty shales usually of a greenish, grey 
·and olive colour weathering into minute, thin, angular fragments 
and of fine, soft -sandstones composed chiefly of quartz and of 
undecomposed pink felspar. The most striking feature in 
connection with these rocks is the occurrence amongst them of 
unusually well-rounded pebbles and conglomerates, the transport 
of which to their present position is ascribed to the agency of 
ice. 7he rooks of the Karharbari group consist almost solely of 
sandstones, grits and conglomerates with seams of coal. .._ 

·The Talcher Karharbari groups are superposed by a great 
series of beds known as the Damodar series which consists of three, 
subdivisions known in ascending order as the Barakar group 
the ironstone shales and the Raniganj beds. 

The Barakars consist of conglomerates, sandstones {which are ~ 
often coarse and felspathic), shales and coal seams of a somewhat 
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irregular character thinning out at . short distances. Above 
the Barakar group in the Raniganj and a few other coal 
fields of the Damodar valley, there is found a great thickness . 
of black or grey shales with bands and nodules of clay ironstone. 
The Raniganj beds cortlprise a great thickness of coarse and 
fine sandstones mostly false bedded and felspathio, with shales 
and coal seams which are frequently continuous over considerable 
areas. The Panchets consist chiefly of thick beds of coarse 
felspathio and micaceous sandstones often of a white or 
greenish white colour with subordinate bands of· red clay. All 
these groups have yielded plant fossils; and the Panchet 
rooks contain, in arldition, reptilian and :6sh remains. In 
the Rajmahal hills the Lower Gondwanas are overlaid by 
coarse sandstones and conglomerates for the most part ferruginous 
which are comprised under the Dubrajpur group. They are 
overlaid by the rocks of the Rajmahal group which consist of a 
successiou of bedded basaltic traps with interstratifications of 
contemporaneous shales and sandstones. Dykes believed to be of 
Rajmahal age are abundant in the coal fields of the Damodar 
valley. The Gondwana strata have a general southern dip varying­
from 5° to 25°, and along the southern boundary, they are 
turned up and cut off by a great fault. Their total thickness in 
the Raniganj field is estimated at about 11,000 feet. The 
area known as the Raniganj coal field comprises not only 
the Gondwana formation as developed in the Raniganj subdivision, 
but also a small coal area immediately adjoining it in the districts 
of Bankura, the Santal Parganas and Manbhiim. The area of 
the field over which the coal-bearing rocks are exposed is some 
500 square miles: but the total Gondwana area may be even 
double that since on the east side the rocks dip under and are 
concealed by alluvium. . 

The district lies almost in _the centre of the province of BoTANY. 

Western Bengal which- stretches westward from the Bhagirathi 
and Hooghly to the eastern base of the Chota Nagpur hills. 
"Quite narrow at its northern extremity this province widens 
gradually southwards to where it passes with hardly a break into 
the low lands of Orissa. Along its eastern edge it forms a'"rather 
narrow belt of deltai~ ·alluvium, with all the patter?s characterising 
Central Bengal. West of this belt lies a non-alluvial plain, 
possessing many of the patterns o£ l3ehar, and passing 

• (Blanford, "' The Raniganj coal field"; Memoirs, Geological Survey ol India. 
Vol. III, part 1 ; M annal of the Geology of India, part Ill ; Economic Geology 
bJ V. Ball; Annual Report of the Chief Inspector of Mines for 1901; Report 
oq the Ad~ninistration of Bengal for 1901·190~.) 
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· gradually into" the submontane forests below the eastern ghats 
of Chota Nagpiir with all the transitions encountered as we 
pass southwards through Behar to the northern edge of the 
same table-land. Our knowledge of the northern half of this 
non-alluvial tract is fairly adequate, ~nd perhaps the most 
inte1·esting feature in its flora is the fact that here we find 
growing side by side a. few species characteristic of the 
Punjab and Rajputana that have managed to find their way 
through Bundelkand and Behar thus far to the east ; and a. few 
equally characteristic of Ooromandel and the Circars that have 
succeeded in spreading through the lowlands of Orissa and 
Midnapore thus ·far to the north. One of the most interesting 
members of the latter category is, perhaps, the intrinsically 
insignificant monotypic genus Sphooromorphma."• 

In itself the district presents most of these characteristics. 
The eastern portion forms part of the great Gangetic delta and 
here, in land under rice cultivation, are found the usual marsh 
weeds of the Gangetic plain and many sedges. On ponds and in 
ditches a.nd still streams float aquatic plants and many sub­
merged water-weeds. The villages and towns are surrounded 
by the usual shrubberies of semi-spontaneous and sub-economic 
shrubs and small trees which often cover a. considerable area. 
The more cha.racteristic shrubby species are GlJ1COsmi8, PolJialthia 
suberosa, Olerodendrota itifortunatum, Solanum torvurn and 
various other species of the same genus, besides Trema, Btreblus 
and Ficus hispida. Other species of figs, notably the pi[ial and 
banyan with the red cotton tree (Bomb!J:D malabaricum) mango 
(Magnifera indica), and jiyal ( OJintJ . Wotlier) make up the 
arborescent part of these thickets in which Phreniz dactylifera 
a"Q.d Borassus jlabelliffer are often present. Hedges and 
waste places are covered with climbing creepers and various milk 
weeds and also harbour quantities of Jatropha gossypijolia, 
Urena, Heliotropium, Sida and similar plants. Road-siles are 
often clothed with a sward of short grasses and open glades 
with tAll coarse grasses. The district contains no fore~t but the 
laterite country and the uplands of the A sa nsol subdivision are 
in places clothed with coppices of sal (Shorea robustea). 

f1; The carnivora of the district comprise leopard, wolt,. hyoona, lo".\UNAo 

jackal and other smaller species. Leopards are not common 
but are occasionally found in the villages near Dainhat in 
the Katwa. subdivision. They destroy cattle and goats and h~ve 
been known to attack men. A leopard was quite recently killed 
close to the town of Burdwan, and in 1909 a good deal of' 

• D. Frain, Benglll PltJntlo 
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damage was done by one in Kalna town. Tigers were formerly 
common in the district, especially in the jungles of the Asansol 
subdivision adjoining the Santal Parganas, but have now 
entirely disappeared. Wolves are scarce and are mostly met 
with in the jungles nOi'th of Kaksa; they have 'been known to 
carry off children. Hyoona.s do not commit much mischief as 
they content themselves with carrion but they occasionally carry 
off goats and sheep. Wild pig are numerous throughout the 
district and do considerable damage to the crops ; monkeys_·also 
abound. Poisonous snakes are very common and include several 
kinds of cobra, the karait and the deadly Russell's viper. Snipe 
are very numerous in the rice fields during the months of Sep­
tember, October and November and afford excellent sport, while 
among other game birds are grey and black partridges, pea-fowl, 
and jungle-fowl which are plentiful in the tuil jungles of the 
Asansol subdivision. On the Damodar and in the marshes and 
jhils east of the Hooghly, goose, duck ·and .teal are found in fair 
numbers but are not so plentiful as in other parts of Bengal. 
Green pigeon are also occasionally to be found. Other common 
birds are those usually met with in Bengal.' 

Fish is consumed in large quantities by almost all classes of Frsu. 
the people excepting the widows of high-caste Brahmans, Baidyas 
and l{ayasths to whom it is forbidden by religious custom. 
The supply is mainly drawn from. the Bhagirathi, the Damodar 
and the internal rivers and channels in which a large variety of 
freshwater fish are found. A considerable portion of the supply 
is also derived from the numerous tanks in the eastern portion 
of the district, but in many tanks the water has become poisonous 
in consequence of the decomposition of rank vegetation and the 

• fish as a result are diseased. The practioe of salting fish is very 
little resorted to, but in some parts the Muhammadans are in the 
habit of drying fish for home consumption, and the lower 
classes eat it with avidity even in a putrid state. Hunter 
enumerates six different methods of catching fish which are 
practised in the district-netting, there are twelve distinct 
varieties of nets; fi&hin g by traps which are usually small cages of 
split bamboo placed in a current; fishing by Polu&, a conical basket; 
fishing by rod and line; spear fishing; and fishing by huri and 
sikti. The huri is a · bunch of twigs and thorns tied together 
and thrown into the river where there is littl~ or no current. 
Small fish and prawns take shelter amovg the twigs and are 

• captured by means of a net called silrti. Fishing with rod and 
line is the favourite sport of the Bengali and it is rare to pass a 
tJLnk without seeinEZ one or more fishermen nai.iAnt.lv wa.tohinl! 
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their tiny floats. Breeding fish are largely taken in the district 
for consumption but are not wastefully destroyed and young fry 
are also captured in large quantities principally for the purpose of 
stocking tanks, as it is generally believed that large fish cannot 
spawn in tanks. • 

The most- common fish are the t·ui, katla and mirgel which are 
found everywhere in the rivers and tanks and the magur which 
are ~ound in the tanks only, but there a·re a great number of 
other varieties which form an importan~ part of the Jleople's daily 
food. Hits a are also taken in the Damodar. 

CLrM.&Ts. In Burdwan, like some of the more western districts of south-
west Bengal where the surface soil is of the red laterite character 
and the hot westerly winds from Central India. penetrate at times, 
exceptionally high day temperatures are a. feature of the hot 
weather months. The mean maximum temperature, which is on 
an average below 80° in December and J a.nuary, rises to 84° 
in February, 94° in March and 101° in April. Thereafter there 
is a steady fall until the monsoon is established when the average 
day temperature remains steady at about 90° up till Octo­
ber. Night temperature, which increases from 55° in January 
to 79° in June, remains almost unchanged until September 
when it begins to fall, and is 75° in October, 64° in November 
b.o.d 56° in December. Rainfall for the month is less than 
one inch between November and FebruBry, and between one inch 
and two inches in March and April, after which there is a rapid 
increase owing to the occasional incursion of cyclonic storms in 
May. During the monsoon season weather conditions in Burd­
wan are very similar to those in other parts of south-west Bengal. 
The rainfall is maintained chiefly by cyclonic storms which form 
in the north-west angle of the Bay ttnd influence the weather over 
the whole of the south-west of the province, and by inland depres· 
sions which form over the central districts of Bengal and move 
slowly westward. As the district of Burdwan is more in the line 
of advance of these latter disturbances, rainfall is not appreciably 
light.er, as might be expected from its in~and position. The aver­
age fall in June is 10, July 12, August 11·5, September 8·6 and in 
October 4 inches. The total average fall between May. and 
November is 53 inches. The highest temperature recorded for 
Burdwan is 113° 7 in May 1889. The heaviest annual rainfall is 
9!:l inches in 186l·a.nd the lightest 40·5 in 1870. Since the latter 
year the following light falls have occurred : 42·2 inches in 1884, 
40·8 in 1892 and 45·8 in 1895. • 

The district for many years suffered from a fever of a. very 
f~tal type to which it gave its name. The real "Burdwan fever,'' 
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which often proved fatal within one or two days, appears to ba.ve 
died out, though t.he district is still subject to fevers especially 
those of a. remittent type, the water-logged tract along the Bha­
girathi be)ng particnll).rly unhealthy. Statistics of the rainfall 
for the various recordi11g stations are given below for the cold 
weather (November to February), the hot weather (March to May) 
and the rainy season (June to October), the figures shown being 
the averages recorded:-

Station. Years re· November to March to Juoe to \ Annual 
corded. February. May. October, Average 

-
I 

Burdwan 000 40-41 2 04 9·00 46·50. 57·54 
Kalna 000 30-31 2·58 9·62 43•06 55·26 
Ka.twa ooo 30-31 2·21 8•26 43·86 54•33 
Raniganj ... 31-33 2•10 6•12 47•91 56•13 
Mankar tOt 15-16 1'65 7•12 48·26 57·03 
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CHAPTER II. -
HISTOBY. 

BY reason of its position and natural advantages the district 
of Burdwan must, from ·the earliest times, have been the seat of 
a settled civilisation. The town itself has been identified with 
the Parthalis or Portalis which, according to the Greek geo­
graphers, was the royal city of the- Gangardm or Gangarides. 
Mr. 'Vilford also identifies the Damodar river as the Andomatis 
of Arrian and the Ajay as his Amystis with Katwa. (Sanskrit 
Katadvipa) as his Katadupa. The early Aryan invaders, 
thrown back at first by the Rajmahal hills and the deadly 
jungle which lay on their western slopes, soon found their way 
into the plain of Bengal by the Ganges, which then as now 
was the sacred river of the Hindus, and had long before the 
time of the Greek geographers founded the great city of Tam­
ralipta (Tamluk) near its mouth. Their numbers, however, were 
not sufficiently strong to enable them to drive out the original 
l)ravidian inhabitants whom they found settled in possession 
.of the country. Nor indeed could the invaders have done 
without them. Serfs and labourers must have been needed to 
till the ground; menials must have been required for domestic 
services. Theee classes of the community were naturally recruited 
from the conquered and subject races who .formed by far 
the larger part of the population. The usual proce5s by which · 
the subject races were admitted within the pale of Hinduism 
followed, aud probably in a. few generations the original 
population of the country had accepted the status allotted to it 
under the Brahminical system and was included among the lower 
castes. 

The Gangardm were undoubtedly Hindus, and Mr. Oldham• 
has conjecturei that they were mainly composed of the Bagdiswho 
can still be identifiei as the ori(J'ina.l stratum of the population 

0 

in the deltaic p')rtion of the district, and who are allowed by 
the Hinius of pure Aryan race to represent the great aboriginal 
------------------------------------------------· 

• W. B. Oldham, Som! Hiltorical t.~nrl Etliicc.Z 4Yp1ct• of tl11 Burdw~n 
Xinrict, Calcutta, 189-t.. 
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section which was admitted within the pale of Hinduism in 
distinction from all the rest who are classified as Chuars. He 
further conjectures that this caste or tribe is in . its origin 
sprung from the same stock as the Sauria Maler of the hills 
of Raj mahal- and of ns>rth Godda and Pakur and the Mal 
Paharia of the Santal Parganas. 

Both these races, in his opinion, are derived from the Ma.lli TIIB 
and the Sabarm or Suari or Suarm who are mentioned by all the Mu.r.I. 

· Greek geographers. They lay to the east of the Prasii of 
Palibothra. (Patna): their boundary was the Ganges, and they 
lay about Mount Maleus or Mallus which threw so portentous a 
shadow~ and which has been identified with the Mandar hill 
in South Bhagalpur :-"In the forest tracts of Shergarh a, Mr. 
Oldham writes, "and the adjoining jungle, pargana Senpahari, 
chiefly in villages on the Ajay, are still to be found nearly 
2,300 Mals-Rajbansi Mals they call themselves-who can be 
clearly identified as members of the great Mal race. Between 
these Mals and the Bagdis there is an intimate connection. To 
this day they partake of the same hookah and admit a common 
origin, and in the case of Bishtupur a common sovereign; and 
my observation of both people leads me to conjecture that the· 
IJagdis nre the section of the Mal who have accepted civilization 
and life in the cultivated country as serfs and-co-religionists of the 
Aryans : while those Mals who are still found scattered through 
the Bengal delta, and who are not, like the Rajbansi Mils of 
Burdwan, clearly traceable to the Maler ot the hills, are either 
the descendants of isolated and conservative fragments of the 
race, or of those members of it who tried to follow- the example 
of the Bagdi after the latter had become constituted as a 
recognised and exclusive caste and therefore failed, In the 
Maler we have an undoubtedly autocthonous race. To them 
are easily and certainly traced the Mal Paharis, and through 
these the Mals of at all events all western and deltaio Bengal, 
and, as I conjecture, the Bagdis." 

If however this conjecture is correct, there is little doubt that 
the Bagdis of the Greek geographers' time had already adopted 
the status under the Brahminical system which they now 
occupy, and that·the Gangardm, while mainly composed of them,, 
included also their Brahman priests and masters. If then the 
Bagdi were the most numerous among the Gangardm and if 
Portalis was Burdwan and their chief city, it must have occupied 

n mpre recent 
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The ot1ter great .stratum of the. population,· the Bauri caste, 
is to be found in the western portion of the district. · But the 
Bauris though semi-Hinduised and calling themselves Hindus, 
and so-called by their low caste neighbours, are not admitted 
to be Hindu by the Hindu Aryans but.are pronounced by them 
to be unmitigated Chuars. Although undoubtedly Dravidian, 
it is impossible to connect them with any other tribe or caste. 
They are, however~ plainly the lowest large stratum now to be 
found in the non-deltaic portion of the district, which may be . 
called Bauri land, while the remaining large deltaic portion is still 
more distinctly Bagdi land. The typical Bauri tract is pargana 
Shergarh, the stretch of rolling rocky country which lies between 
the Ajay and Damodo.r rivers to the west. Before the coal 
discoveries of the last century, it was a tremendous wilderness, 
dotted at long intervals- by tiny clearings and settlements, and 
intersected by no great road or route. Here there are few 
remains of any. importance, except the ruins of the forts at 
Dighi east of Faridpur police-station, at Churulia on the Ajay, 
and at Dihi Shergarh, the old capital of the pargana. The forts 
at Churulia. and Dighi are by local tradition assigned to the 
~urdwan family, but the stonework at Dighi is far more ancient 
than any remains of theirs and rE~sembles the Katauri remains 
in the Santal Parganas. The fort at Churulia is said to have 
been built by Raja Narottam, but nothing further is known of 
him. The Dihi Shergarh fort is comparatively modem . 

. Owing to its physical character and· situation, this tract was 
f9ilong a sort of debateable land, and served as the high-road 
and harbour of the Chuars ot jungle-tribes of the Jharkhand 
the great western forest, in their descents upon the settled country 
tQ the east. It is probable that it had no settled population, 
and that the Mals already mentioned are its real aborigines .. 
The Bauris however are by far the largest section of its population 
of a primitive character. They do not claim to be autocthonous 
as do the Mals, and as they· have all the characteristics of a 
broken race with no cohesion, it is possible that they are, as has 
been conjectured, a portion of some such people as the Uberrm 
of Megasthenes, the Bhars of Behar, who poured or drifted into 
the country as it became open. to them. They have .no traditions 
of kings, or leaders, or gods, or indeed of any state anterior to 
their present degraded serfdom, and though clearly Dravidian, 
it is impossible beyond this to connect them with any other 
tribe or caste. ''There is," Mr. Oldham writ~s in 1894, "no 
other considerable section of the population of .Burdwan of un· • 
doubtedly Dravidian origin. The inexplicable Dams are over 
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50,000 strong: · the Kolarians have no more numerous 
representatives than the Santals some 6,000 strong, the side 
drift of the great northern immigra.ti9n of ·that race increas­
ed by immigrants whom the coal mines have attracte~. There 
are some 2,000 or 4,0(}0 Kaoras and 8ome 35,000 Chandals. 
Some individuals of the former tribes claim· affinity with the 
.Maghs of the Sunderbans, and it is quite possible that both 
people came up the delta from the coast and are: comparatively 
modern Mongolian or low Indo-Chinese in contrast to the old 
Mongolian Kolarians or to the Dravidians who came down 
towards the sea." 

In the dawn of history therefore we find the greater part of 
.Burdwan included in a great Mal or Bagdi kingdom which 
stretched far into Birbhum, and up to the modern Damin-i-Koh 
with its chief town at Burdwan or more possibly at Bishnupur 
itself. While the wild rolling country to the west which lay at 
the foot of the impenetrable hills and forests of Central India 
was still a vast unsettled wilderness, the haunt and refuge of 
thieves and robbers, of demon-worshippers and those" eaters of 
raw flesh " who were so abhorred by the ea~ly Aryans. 

In the seventh century under the Gupta kings the district TnB 

formed part of a kingdom known as Kama Suvarna, whioh lay ~~::t 
to the west of the Bhagirathi and comprised · the districts of 
Burdwan, Bankura, .Murshidabad and Hooghly. Its king, 
Sashanka or N arendra,_ the last of the Guptas, was a fanatical 
worshipper of Siva, and early in. the seventh. century invaded 
Magadha and cut down the sacred Bodhi tree. The capital of 
this country has been identified by Colonel Waddell with a 
suburb of the town of Burdwan. Mr. Beveridge, however, places 
it at Rangamati in Murshidabad, and this is prohably the more . 
correct view. Later the district came under the rule of the TBB SEN 

Sen kings, of whom the most famous is Balla! Sen who re- KINGs. 

organized the caste system and introduced Kulinism amongst the 
Brahmans, Baidyas and K ayasthas. To him is attributed the 
division of Bengal into four parts-Barendra, Bagri, Banga, and 
Rarh to the west of the Bhagirathi which included Burd wan. 
The last king, Lakshmana Sen, was still ruling when Bakhtyar 
Khilji invaded Bengal at the end of the 12th century. 
. In more recent times the first settlement of which a glimpse The 

can., be obtained is that of the Sadgop dynasty of Gopbhiim, ~he ~;!!~ry of 
farthest cape or headland of the promontory of rocky land wh1oh Gopbhiim. 

juts out into the district from Central India. The neck of this 
' promontory is pargana Shergarh lying between the Ajay and · the 

Damodar. Between it and Gopbhum in the same formation are 



22 BURDWAN. 

the recentiy formed parganas Salimpur and Senpahari which 
probably belonged to Gopbhiim. The actual headland is formed 
by Gopbhiim, with the delta not only fencing it in on the east, 
but coming round it on the south and edging in on the north. 
Beyond lay the country formed by ~he uncertain and ever· 
changing courses through the silt of the Da.modar, the Ajay and 
the Ganges, which on the British accession was found to be the 
richest tract in Bengal and the area of its oldest and most settled 
cultivation. 

Gopbhiim with part of the debateable land between it and 
Panchet now included in the parganas Salimpur and Senpahari 
was formerly, according to the universally current tradition of 
the tract, the seat of a Sadgop dynasty, some traces of which 
are still extant. The only Raja of the race whose name still 
survives was Mahendra Nath, or, as he is locally called, Mahindi 
Raja. His seat was Amrargarh, close to the station and 
town of Mankur, and the long lines of fortification which 
enclosed his walled town are still visible. How far the 
Sadgop power extended to the east can be surmised from the 
local prevalence of the members of the modern caste, the Aguris. 
The line of marshes which lies south of Katwa to the west of the 
Bhagirathi is still held by this caste who occupy the old deltaic 
soil between this line and the present boundary of Gopbhiim in 
which the Sadgops are still the most prominent caste. The 
Aguris, by their <fwn admission, are the product of unions between 
the Khetris of the house of Burdwan and the Sadgops of the 
Gopbhiim dynasty, and the ~aste arose within the last two 
hundred years. This recent formation of the Aguri caste indi­
cates that the Sadgop kingdom of Gopbhiim existed in I however 
curtailed a. state till almost modern times, first as subject to the 
Mnghals, and then under the shadow of the house of Burdwan 
itself. Its south-western extremity, now pargana Salimpur, was 
apparently held by two Sadgop. kinglings, probably mere cadets 
of the house of Gopbhii.m, one stationed at Bharat pur on the 
Da.modar, and the other at Kankeswar or Kaksa: The latter was 
attacked and overthrown, and his lands taken by a Bokhariot 
partisan named Stioyad Sayad Bokhari, whose descendant Sayads 
still hold the Kaksa.lands in aimma to this day. A similar 
fate probably overtook the Bharatpur chief. The remains 
of the tiny forts at Bharatpur and Kaksa are still to be 
seen, and old Hindu images carved in black basalt are 
frequently found in the neighbouring tanks. Mangalkot on the 
Aj ay, which is rich in Hindu remains, similar to those found at • 
Kaksa., may also have been an outpost of the Sadgop kingdom. It 
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can however only· be said for certain that the Sadgop dynasty 
held the present Gopbhiim and Salimpur parganas, and it is here 
only that any remains of them are found : nor does tradition assign 
to it any wider domain. The prevalence of the Aguris, who 
undoubtedly sprang fro~ it, in such numbers to the east of 
Gopbhiim indicates that its extent may have been wider, but in any 
case its undoubted seat was on the high pasture lands and at the 
edge of the forest of Gopbhiim. It is highly probable that 
though originally the Sa.dgops came with the higher Aryans 
to Bengal and attended them as serfs- or menials in their 
successive progresses, they ultimately worked their way up 
through the Bagdi country to the pleasant pastures of Gopbhiim, 
and findiDg themselves undisturbed and alone there, since 
the non-pastoral Bagdis had deserted its barren and shallow 
soil for the richer delta, founded their kingdom ·which was of no 
great antiquity or duration, and could not have existed without 
the protection or neutrality of the neighbouring Bagdi sovereign 
of Bishnupur.• 

The Muhammadan invaders early fixed on Eurdwan as one of TnB 

their seats, and have left in it several interesting relics of those ~::.'iru­
times, of which the most notable is the splendid military road from INVASIONS. 

Gaur and Rajmahal to Midnapore and Cuttaok. Close by was 
their great settlement at Pandua, and due north of it near 
Manteswar thana. was Mahmudpur : while the fine strategic 
position of Katwa had soon attracted them. In•U99 A: D., Bakh-
tyar Khilji, the Pathan general of Muhammad Ghod who 
conquered Behar, }>OBsessed himself d Nabadwip or Nadia, and his 
followers spread over Burdwan. The whole district is sprinkled 
over with numbe:r:less aimma tenures, and the history of Kaksa and 
the Muhammadan settlement at Churulia under Raja N arottam's 
fort show how some of the Muhammadan villages were formed. 
Subsequently the greater part of Bengal gradually came under 
the control of the governors who ruled at Gaur or Laknanti until 
1338 when Muhammad Tughlak declared himself independ~ut. 
From that date till 1574, in which year Akbar defeated 
Daud and annexed Bengal, the country was ruled by various lines 
of independent kings, mostly of Pathan origin. Burdwan is first TuB 

mentioned in Muhammadan histories in 1574 in which year, after Muau.ua. 
Daud Khau's defeat and death at Rajmaha.I, his family were 
captured in the town of Burdwan by Akbar's troops. Some ten 
years later the district formed the scene of several engagen:ents 
between Daud's son Kuttu and the imperial forces. The conquest 

' ---------------------------------------------------... This account of the Sadgop dyn11ty is condensed from that given by 
Mr. Oldham. 
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of the district must however have been complete and rapid, as in 
1590 we find Burdwan mentioned in .the .Ain-i-..Akbari as a mahal 
or pargana. of ~arcar Sharif a bad assessed at 1 ,87 6,142 dams. 

In 1606 the famous Sher Afgan, then superintendent of the 
district under the Subahdar, of Bengal.. was attacked and slain 
by order of the Emperor Jehangir just outside the town. ·'£he 
unmerited misfortunes of this nobleman, his lofty character and 
courage, and the beauty and exalted destiny of his wife Mihr­
ul-IJissa, " the sun of women," render their story perhaps the most 
romantic in all the romantic history of the Mughal Emperors. 
M.ihr-ul-nissa, afterwards the Empress N ur J ahan (light of the 
world), was the daughter of Chaja Aiass, a native of Western 
Tartary who with his wife had left that country to push his fortune 
at the court of the Emperor of Hindus tan. ''In the midst of 
the great solitudes through which they had to pass, his wife was 
taken in labour and was delivered. of a daughter. They had 
fasted three days : no house was there to cover them from the 
inclemency of the weather; no hand to relieve their wants. To 
carry the child was impossible. A long contest began between 
humanity and necessity: the latter prevailed, and they agreed 
to expose the child on t.he highway. The infant, covered 
with leaves, was pl&ced under a tree ; and the disconsolate 
parents proceeded in tears. When they had advanced about a. 
mile from the place, and the eyes of the · mother could no 
longer distinguish the solitary tree under which she had left 
her daughter, she gave way to grief; and throwing herself 
from her horse on the ground exclaimed ' my child, my child.' 
Aiass was pierced to the heart. He prevailed upon his wire to 
sit down: he promised to bring her the infant. He arrived at 
the place. No sooner had his eyes reached the child, than he was 
struck almost dead with horror. A black snake, it is said, was 
coiled around it; and Aiass believed he beheld him extending his 
fatal jaws to devour the infant. The father rushed forward: 
the serpent alarmed at his vociferation retired into the hollow 
tree. He took up his daughter unhurt and returned to the 
mother. He gave her child into her arms, and as he was ii;lform­
ing her of the wonderful escape of. the infant, some travellers 
appeared and soon relieved them of all thei1: wants. They 
proceeded gradually and came to Lahore. The advancement of 
Aiass at the court of Akbar was rapid, and he eventually attained 
the office and title of Actimad.ul-Dowla, or High-Treasurer 
of the Empire. Meanwhile the child who had been so miraoul. 
ously preserved, grew in beauty and learning. She was educated ' 
with the utmost care and attention. In · music, in dancing, in 
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poetry, in painting, she had no equal among her sex. Her 
disposition was volatile, her wit lively and satirical, her spirit lofty 
and uncontrolled. Selim the prince royal visited one day her 
father, and the ladies according to custom were introduce-d in their 
veils. The ambition of ¥ihr-ul-Nissa aspired to a conquest of the 
prince. She sung, he wae in raptures: she danced, he could hardly 
be restrained by the rules of decency to his place. Her stature, 
her shape, her gait had raised his ideas of her beauty to the highest 
pitch. When his eyes seemed to devour her, she as by accident 
dropt her veil, and shone upon him at once with all her charms." 

St31im distracted with his passion, knew not what course to 
take. Mihr-ul-Nissa had been betrothed by her father to Aly 
Cooly Sher Afgan, a Turkomanian nobleman of great __ r~nown. 
Selim applied to his father Akbar, who sternly refused to commit 
a piece of injustice, though in: favour of the heir to his throne. 
The prince retired abashed, and Mihr-ul-Nissa became the wife of 
Sh~r Afgan, who shortly after left the Court of Agra and retired 
to Burdwan. 

The passion for Mihr-ul-Nissa which Salim had repressecl 
from a respect and fear of his father, returned with redoubled 
violence when he himself mounted the throne of India. He 
recalled Sher Afgan from his retreat. He was afraid however 
to go so much against the current of public opinion as to deprive 

· that Amir of his wife. His incredible strength and bravery 
had rendered Sher extremely popular. His family and his 
former reputation were high. Born of noble parents in Turko­
mania, he had sped his youth in Persia ; and had /served with 
uncommon renown Shaw Ismail, the third of the Sufoiye line. 
His original name was · Asta Jillo ; but huving killed a lion, he 
was dignified with the title of Sher Afgan · or the Overthrower 
of t'he Lion. In the wars of Akbar he had served with great 
reputation. J ehangir kept his court at Delhi when he called 
Sher Afgan to the presence. He received him graciously and 
conferred new honours upon him. Sber Afgan naturally open 
and generous, suspected not the Emperor's intentions. Time he 
thought had erased the memory of Mihr-ul-Nissa from J ehangir's 
mind. He was deceived: the monarch was resolved to remove 
his rival: but the means he used were at _once ungenerous and 

·disgraceful. On one occasion . he enticed Sher Afgan to attack 
a tiger unarmed : on another he gave private orders that one 
of the elephants should waylay him in a narrow street and 
then tread him to death. Both attempts failed : Sher Afgan 

'killed both tiger and elephant. The doomed nobleman now 
retired to Bengal, but even there security was denied him. 
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Kutb-ud-din, ·the Subahdar of Dengal and foster brother ·of 
the Emperor, hired forty assassins to attack and. murder the 
Emperor's rival when an opportunity should offer. The 
attempt was made one· night when Sher was asleep. Roused 
by one of his assailants who thoug.ht it shame that forty 
men should fall on one, he . defended himself so vigorously 
that he slew many of the ruffians and put the band to 
ignominious flight. Despairing of safety, the unfortunate 
nobleman retired from the capital of Bengal to his old residence 
at Burdwin, hoping to live there in obscurity with his wife. 
ShQrtly after his retirement Kutb-ud-din paid a state visit to 
Burdwan. He made no secret to his principal officers that he 
had ~he Emperor's orders for despatching Sher. The Amir 
hearing that tha Subahdar was entering the town, rode out with 
two servants only to meet him. One of the pikeman insulted 
him and on the insult swords were drawn, and Sher Afgan 
realising that his fate was come attacked Kutb-ud-din, who had 

' mounted his elephant, and breaking down the howdah, cut him 
~::;h of in two. Five other nobles fell by his hand, but he was at length 
.Afgan overpowered by numbers. It is said that J ehangir in grief at 
:d~d~~tb· the death of his foster-brother swore a vow that he would never 

see Mihr-ul-Nissa again. But her beauty and his former love 
conquered, and fo1' many years she, conjointly with him, ruled the 
empire of India. A circumstance so uncommon in an Asiatic 
government is thus recorded on the coin of that period: "By 
order of the Emperor Jehangir, gold acquired a hundred times 
additional value by the name of the Empress Noor Jahan (Light 
of the World).,., . 

The tombs of Sher Afghan and Kutb.ud-din lie side by side 
within the town of ·Burdwan and tradition still points out the 
scene of their encounter . 

. Prin~ , In the year 1624, Prince Khurram, afterwards the Emperor Shah 
!~:fli:~ 8 J ahan, in his rebellion against his father the Emperor J ehangir, 

after passing through Central India, seized upon . Orissa. and 
moving northwards attacked· the district. The fort of Burdwan 
after a short resistance was surrendered by its commander, Salik. 

'fxB BIBB Shortly afterwards the gre~t Burdwan house whose history 
~:r ~RB AN from this period on wards is identical with that of the district wa~ 
:c~~~w founded. According to tradition the original founder of the house, 

was one Sangam Rai, a Khattri Kapur of Kotli in Lahore, who, 
on his way ba.ck from a pilgrimage to Puri, being much taken 
with the advantages of Baikunthapur, a village near the town, 
settled there and devoted pimself to commerce and money' 

• Mewart, Hidory of JJsn!Ja,l, 
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lending. Abu Rai, who was appointed Ohaudhuri and Kotwal of 
Rekhabi Bazar in the town in 1657 under the Faujdar of Ohakla 
Burdwan, is said to have been his grandson, and he is the :first 
member of the house of whom there is any historical record. He 
owed his appointment to the good service rendered by him in 
supplying the troops of the Faujdar with. provisions at a critical 
time.• His son Babu Rai, who owned pargana Burdwan and three 
other estates, was succeeded in his turn by his son Ghana Shyam 
Rai. Upon the death of Ghana Shyam Rai, his son Krishna 
Ram Ra.i succeeded to the zamindari, and among other new 
estates acquired the pargana of Senpahari. In 1689, he was 
honoured with a farmatl from the Emperor Aurangzeb in the 38th 
year of h~ reign confirming his title as Zamindar and Chaudhuri 
of pargana Burdwan. 

During the reign of this emperor, in 16£:16 A.D., Subha Singh, RBBBL· 

zamindar of Chitua and Barda, then a part of .Burdwan, with ~IoN o:r 
the aid of Rahim Khan, an Afghan chief, raised the standard of s'::!:. 
rebellion against the empire. Having united their forces they 
advanced to Burdwan, and in a pitched battle slew the Raja and 
captured all the members-of his family, except his son Jagat Ram 
Uai who escaped to Dacca and sought assistance from the governor~ 
The rebels encouraged by their succesa which drew a large number 
of soldi~rs of fortune and other vagabonds to their standards, suc­
ceeded in c11 pturing the- important town of Hooghly, and possessed 
themselvet~ of most of the country west of the Bhagirathi. Amongst 
the captives taken in Burdwin was the Raj Kumari Satyabati, the 
daughter of the Uaja whom Subha Singh kept in con:finemsnt 
until an opportunity t~hould offer of sacrificing her to his lust. 
Entering her apartment secretly, he endeavoured to outrage her, 
but the heroic girl as he approached drew from her clothes .& 

dagger which she bad concealed as the last defence of her honour 
and stabbed him, killing him almost immediately. Feeling 
herself polluted by his touch, she then turned the weapon on 
herself and pierced her own heart. On the death of Subha Singh, 
the insurgents elected the Afghan chief Rahim Khan to be their 
commander, and under his leadership the rebellion assumed_ so 
threatening an aspect that the emperor appoi;nted- his own 
grandson Azim-u-Shan to the governmeJ;tt of Bengal, Behar 
and ~Orissa. In the meantime Zubba.dllSt Khan, son of the 
Nawab,had taken the field against the rebels, and had by a series 
of successful movements driven them back upon Burdwan. They 
were finally defeated just outside the town by Azim-u-Shan, and , ___________________________________________ ___ 

• (B. K. Mukerjee '' Annal1 of Burd wan Raj,., Th1 Cf1lc11tla Rl11i1w, January, 
1910). 



Fortifica­
tion of 
Calcutta. 

Kirti 
Chandra 
Rai. 
.. " 

·ra1 
M.lBA• 
'l'B.U. 

28 BURDWAN. 

their leader Rahim Khan was kill9d, The revolt of Subha Singh 
is of special interest, as it indirectly led to the foundation of the 
to_wns of Calcutta, Chandernagore and Chinsura. The English at 
Sotanuti, the French at Chandernagore and the Dutch at Chinsura, 
alarmed at the progress of the rebels, applied to the Nawab 
Nazim for permission to put their factories into a state of defence. 
The Nawab ordered them in general terms to defend themselves, 
and interpreting his orders in accordance with their inclinations 
they transformed the settlements into fortified cities which were 
the first which the Indian emperors suffered foreigners to build 
in any part of their dominions. After his defeat of the_ rebela 
Azim-u-Shan continued to reside for nearly three years in the 
town of Burdwan during which time he built the great mosque 
which bears his name. • 

J agat Ram Rai, who had been restored to the estate and 
honours of his father, the deceased Raja Krishna Ram Rai, after 
the revolt of Subha Singh, made further additions to the family 
estates of the Burdwan house, and was honoured with a farman 
by the Emperor Aurangzeb. He was treacherously murdered 
in 1702 A.D., and left two sons, Kirti Chandra Rai and Mitra. 
Sen Rai. The elder brother, Kirti Chandra Rai, inherited the 
ancestral zamindari, and added to it the parganas of Chitua, 
Bhursut, Barda and Manoharshahi. Kirti Chandra was a man 
of bold and adventurous spirit. He fought with the Rajas of 
Chandrakgna and Barda near Ghatal, and dispossessed them of 
their petty kingdoms. He also seized the estates of the Raja. of 

.. l3alghara, situated near the celf)brateJ. shrine of Tarakeswar in 
Hooghly. He subsequently proceeded to Murshidabad and got 
his name registered as proprietor of the new properties. But the 
boldest achievemen.t · of Kirti Chandra was his attacking and 
defeating the powerful Raja of Bishnupur. The end of 
the seventeenth century had ·left the Birbhiim and Bishnupnr 
Rajas at the summit of their fortunes. Their territory lay 
beyond the direct control of the Musalman power, and as 
frontier chiefs they were of so much importance in keeping the 
border, that the Muhammadan viceroys treated them rather as 
allies than as subjects. The Burdwan Rajaa dwelt nearer to the 
:Murshidabad Court, . and were from time to time squeezed 
accordingly. Nevertheless they prospered, from a money point 
of view, as a clever Hindu family almost always did prosper in 
contact with indolent Musalman administrators. 

But with the beginning of the eighteenth century, an entirely 
new set o~ conditions came into play in Western Bengal. A, 

a Stewart. Hutor!J of :Bengal, 
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new and more powerful enemy appeared,. in whose presence 
all local diss~nsions were for the time forgotten. Year 
after year the inexhaustible Maratha .horse overflowed upon 
the border. Under the Muhammadan system, a family was 
secure in proportion as. it was near the frontier and distant 
from court; but now safety ·could be found only in the 
heart of the Province. The Marathas fell with their heaviest 
weight upon the border principalities of Birbhiim and 
Bishnupur. Tribute, froe quarters, forced services, exactions 
of a lmndred sorts, reduced the once powerful frontier houses 
to proverty; and their te~antry_ fled from a country in 
which the peasant had become a mere machine for growing 
food for the soldier. Burdwan not only lay farther inland, 
but its marshy and river·intersected surface afforded a less 
tempting field for cavalry, and a better shelter for the people. 
The Marathas spent their energy in plundering the intervening 
frontier tracts wherl3 the dry soil and fine undulating surface 
afiorded precisely the riding ground which. their cavalry loved. 
There they could harry the villages exhaustively, and in detail, 
by means of small parties. But in Burdwan tho nature of the 
country compelled them to be more circumspect. They could­
act safely only in considerable bodies;' and tho cultivators soon 
became accustomed to fly, as a matter of course, to some... 
swamp·protected village whenever the Maratha horse appeared, 
leaving very little to eat, and nothing to destroy, behind them.• 

In 174.1 forty thousand horse under Ragoji Bhonsla, tha.Ali Virdi 
Maratha chief of Berar, overran Orissa and the western dis• Xhan 

t , t f ..-.. 1 1 . d • - d 1 . t .Lb . repels the ric s o nanga , p un enng an ay1ng was e t> e country as Mariitha1• 

far north as Katwa. The N awab Ali Vardi Khan, who was 
encamped at Midnapore, ·fell back before the invaders on 
Burdwan, and thence retired to Katwa. But the retreat soon 
became a rout, and it was only with the greatest difficulty and 
v.ith the loss of most of his baggage and artillery that he 
gained the shelter of that fortress. Encouraged by his reverse, 
the raiders possessed themselves of all the country west of the 
Bhagirathi. Their ravages have been graphically described 
in the R1'yazu.a-Salatin : " Sacking the villages and towns of the 
surrounding tracts, and engaging in slaughter and captures, 
they set fire to granaries and spared na vestige of fertility. 
And when the stores and granaries of Burdwan were exhausted, 
and the supply of imported grains was also completely cut off, 
to avert death by starvation, human beings ate plantain roots 

-whilst animals were fed on the leaves of trees. Even thes: 

• Hunter's StatilticaZ A.ccount oj Bt~rdwtm. 
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gradually ceased to be available. For breakfast and supper, 
nothing except the diso of the sun and the moon feasted their 
eyes. 'fhe whole tract from Akbamagar (Rajmahal) to 
Midnapur · and Jaleswar (Jalasore) came into the possession of 
the Marathas. Those murderous freebooters drowned in the 
rivers a large number of the people, after cutting off their ears, 
noses and hands. Tying sacks of dirt to the mouth of others, 
they mangled and burnt them with indescribable tortures."• 
In the next year Ali Vardi Khan defeated Bhaskar Rao, the 
Miratha general, at Katwa, and after a short but successful 
campaign drove the raiders out of his dominions. The Maratha. 
general retreated to the passes of Panchet, and eventually making 
good his retreat to Cbandrakona, emerged in the open country 
round Midnapore. t This was, however, but the first of many 
such raids, and although frequently defeated the Marathas returned 
_again and again until in 1751 theN awab, worn out by the struggle, 
ceded the province of Cuttaok to them, and agreed to pay an 
annual -tribute of 12 Iakhs of rupees as the ellaut or tribute of 
Bengal. 

Ali Vardi Khan died in 1756, and within two years his 
successor, the weak and dissolute Suraj-ud-Doulah, was a fugitive, 
and the province of Bengal was virtually in the hands of the 
East India Company. In 1757 Clive in his march up the western 
bank of the Bhagirathi, before the battle of Plassey, seized the fort 
of Katwa which was abandoned by the garrison at the flt'st assault. 
The governor of the fort, who was an adherent of Mir J afar Khan · 
and implicated in his conspiracy, had promised to surrender, but 
when Major Coote, who had been sent forward with a small force, 
summoned the fort, he found that its commandant had again 
changed sides, and he was therefore compelled to attack it. 
As soon however as the garrison saw the troops advancing, they 
set fire to the mat buildings in the fort and absconded. The 
English army encamped in the town and the neighbouring 
villages, and Clive halted here for two days while he continued 
his negotiations with Mir J afar Khan. Dissatisfied with the 
assurances of the latter, he determined to consult his officers on 
the situation. Having called a council of war, he proposed two 
plans for their consideration, either that the army should at once 
cross the river and attack the Nawab who was advancing from 
Murshidabad, or that availing themselves of the large supply 
of stores which they had taken in Katwa they should halt there 
during the rains and await reinforcements. The council by a, 

• Ri,YtJZfH·So~latin-Translation by Maulavi Abdus Salam, Calcutta, 1904. 
1 B•ir·Ul·Aiwtaldari,, Raymond's translation. 
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majority of twenty to seven decided in favour of delay, but 
Clive, after ~n hour's meditation in a grove near lhe town, decided 
to attack at once, and acting on his own responsibility gave 
orders for the ad vance which led to the decisive battle of 
Plassey.• • 

Three years afterwards the Marath.as again appeared in the 
district. During the invasion of Shah Alam, the Maratha chief 
Sheobhat, who supported the cause of the Emperor, suddenly 
advanced to Midnapore, and after making himself master of the 
country, pushed forward a detachment to Bishnupur and theaten­
ed Burdwan. The Emperor marched south towards M urshidabad 
and the Mara.tha general advanced to Bishnupur, but was unable 
to prevent the Nawab, Mir Jafar Khan, from effecting a junction 
with a British force under Major Oaillaud in the neighbourhood 
of Burdwan. Finding it impossible to force his way to Murshi­
dabad in the face of the combined forces, Shah Ala.m withdrew 
with the Marathas to Bishnupur, and thence marched with them 
to Patna. A small force was left at Bishnupur, but at the close 
of the year was driven out by an English foroe.t 

Meanwhile the Burdwan' house had continued to prosper. Chitra 
Kirti Chandra died in the year 17 40, and was succeedeed by his Sen Rai. 

son Chitra Sen Rai, who added the parganas of Mandalghat, 
Arsha and Ohandrakona to the paternal estate, and was invested 
with the title of Raja by th~ Delhi Emperor. 'rhe _fort at 
Rajgarh, which still exists, was built by him as an outpost against 
his enemies of Birbhiim, Panchet and Bishnupur, with all of whom 
he and his .father had waged successful war. North-west of it 
on the-Ajay there lies a small table·land clothed with dense 
forest on which he built another and still stronger fort. His 
cannon with his name in Persian deeply graved on them lie 
there to this day. The sorrounding tract, part of which lies across 
the Ajay in the present Birbhiim district he called after himself 
and his ne'w stronghold, Senpahari.+ He died in the year 1744 
without issue, and was succeeded by his cousin, Tilak Chandra Rai. 
In 17 53, Tilak Chandra Rai was honoured by the Emperor 
Ahmad Shah with a Jarman recognising and confirming his right 
to the raj, and a few years afterwards was invested by Shah 
Alam with the titles of Maharaj Adhirilj .Bahadur, and Panj 
Hazari, or commander of five thousand troops. In 1755, in 
retaliation for the attachment of his property in Calcutta by order 
of the Mayor's Court, he put an embargo on the Company's trade 

• • Stewart's Historg of Bengal. 
t Broome's Hiatory of the Rise and Progresa of the Bengal 4.rmg. 
+ .Some IJ.iltorical and Ethnical 4.apecta of the Burdwan District. 
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within his estates, stopping it completely. The dispute was only 
settled by the interven,tion of the Nawab. 

BuBDWAN Three years after the battle of Plassey, on tho 27th September­
~!~·~Js~ 1760," the Emlarged compact and fertile zamindary of Burdwan, 
INDIA which is like a garden in the wildemess ,. was, together with 
CoJn'ANY. the districts of Midnapore and Chitta gong, ceded to the East 

India Company by Nawab Mir Muhammad Kasim Khan, 
Governor of Bengal. At this time Burdwan contained an area 
of 5,17 4 square miles, and is described as being the most productive 
district within the whole province or Subah of Bengal. But· 
the country was in a very unsettled state, and the Company did 
not find tht~ir new acquisition so profitable as they had hoped. 
The early days of their mle were troubled ones. The Maharaja 
had not accepted the new order of things without opposition, and 
the records of the time are full·of complaints of his " insolence" 
and "rebellion." That these were not uncalled for may be inferred 

· from the fact that in July 1760 his troops actually defeated two 
hundred sepoys in an engagement that had arisen out of an 
attempt to arrest one of his servants. Soon after the transfer of 
government the Maharaja broke out in open revolt, and in 
November 1'160 we find the Nawab . informing the British 
authorities that the Birbhiim and Burdwan Rajas have made 
common cause, have collected ten or fifteen thousand peons and 
robbers and are preparing to fight. The insurrection was short• 
lived. Major White, was at once sent to take possession of 
Burdwan, and on the 29th December 1760 completely defeated 
the allies who had endeavoured to resist his passage of the river 
Damodar at Sanghatgola. t 

But civil war even when successfully waged is not likely to 
improve the revenues. The zamindari of Burdwan when ceded 
to the Company was estimated to yield a net revenue of 31,7·5,391 
sicca rupees, and within three years the assessment was raised 
to Rs. 41,72,000 by the resumption of lands formerly held as 
baze-zamin without payment of revenue. But for many years 
afterwards the Company's officers had the greatest difficulty in 
collecting even a portion of this sum. The first " Superintend­
ents" appointed were Mr. Johnstone, Mr. Hay and Mr. Bolts. 
Dissatisfied with the collections of revenue for 1760-61, they _ 
farmed out the estate at public auction for a period of three 
years, a procedure which was directly opposed to the financial 

• Fifth Report from the the Seled Committ€e on the Atrahs of the East India 
Company. ' 

t Selectiona from the Unpublished Records of Government. Revd. J. Long, 
Calcutta, 1869. 
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practice of the Mughal Empire. The·· needy adventurers who 
became contractors at the sale, as might h'ave been expected, failed 
in their agreements, and matters went steadily from bad to 
worse. Tbe Superintendents were charged with every sort of 
corruption, and apparentl;r ihey did as a matter of fact hold a 
considerable part of the district in their own hands. 
' The district still suffered from the ravages of the Maratha 
raiders, and the Maharaja took full advantage of the fact to avoid 
the payment of revenue. A letter from him to the English 
authorities describes the ruin caused by these raids:-" How can 
1 relate to you," he writes, ''the present deplorable situation of 
this place P Three months tb.e Marathas remained here, burning, 
plundering and laying waste th8'-whole country; but now, thank 
God ! they have all gone, but the inhabitants are not yet 
returned. They have lost almost ail they were worth. You are 
well ac.:quainted with the bad situation of this place at present, 
but I hope I shall soon be able to pay you the money in the 
time that I agreed. It has been my bad fortune to have my 
country burned, plundered and destroyed by the Marathas, 
which is the reason that there is now a balance due to the 
Company; and to reinstate my country again must be attended -
with great difficulties, which gives me much uneasiness."• 

Terrible however as the depredations of the Marathas had 
been, the records prove that the permanent injury inflicted on a 
deltaic district in the last century was comparatively slight. 
The dry, undulating terrftory on the frontjer returned to jungle, 
and the ancient houses of Bishnupur and Birbhiim were ruined ; 
but the moist lands . .of Burdwan yielded their yearly harvests, 
and, excepting the tract to the north of Katwa, which was in a 
state o£ chronic devastation, even received an increase of cultiva­
tors, by the general flight of the peasantry from the western 
borders. A more dreadful calamiJ;y was impending, and before 
the country had recovered from the ravages of the invaders 
it was plunged in all the horrors of widespread famine. , 

~l'he famine of 1769 did for the Burdwan Rajas what the Maratha Famine of 
horse had under Muhammadan rule done for the great frontier 1770. 

houses of Bisqnupur and Birbhiim. A graphic account of this 
terrible visitation is given in Hunter's" Annals of Rural Bengal." 

"The distress continued to increase at a rate that bafHed 
offidal calculations, and in the second weok- of May the Central 
Government awoke to .find itself -in the midst of universal and 
irremediable. starvation. 'The mortality, the beggary,' they 
~hen wrot~, 'exceed all description. Above one-third of the 

• Hunter's Statistical Account of Burdwa:Q. 
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inhabitants have perished in the once plentiful province of 
Purneah, and in other parts the misery is equal.' All through 
the stjfling summer of 1770 the people went on dying. The 
husbandmen sold their cattle; they sold their implements of 
agriculture ; they sold their sons and daughters, till at length no 
buyer of children could be 'found ; they ate the leaves of the 
trees and the grass of the field; and in June 1770 the Resident 
at the Dur?ar affirmed that the living_ were feeding on the 
dead. Day and night a torrent of famished and disease .. strick.en 
wretches poured into the great cities. At an early period of the 
year pestilence had broken out. In 1770 the rainy season 
brought relief, and before the end of September the province 
reaped an abundant harvest. But the . relief came too late to 
·ave;-t ~epopulation. :Starving and shelterless crowds crawled aes­
pairingly from. one deserted village to another, in a vain search 
for fuod, or· a resting place in which to hide themselves from 
the rain. Millions· of famished wretches died in the struggle to 
live through the few intervening weeks that separated them from ·­
the harvest, their last gaze being probably fixed on the densely 
covered fields that would ripen only a little too late for them. 
'It is scarcely possible,' writes the Council at ihe beginning of the 
September reaping, 'that any description could be an exaggeration.' 

Before the commencement of 1771, one-third of a generation 
of peasants had been swept from the face of the earth, and a whole 
generation of once rich families had oeen reduced to indigence. 
Every district reiterated the same tale. The revenue farmers­
a wealthy ~lass who then stood forth as the visible government 
to tlie common people-being unable to realize the land-tax, 
were stripped of their office, their persons imprisoned, and their 
lands, the sole dependance of their families, re-let. The ancient 
houses- of Bengal, who had enjoyed a semi-in$lependence under 
the Moghuls and whom the l3ritish Government subsequently 
acknowledged as the lords of the soil, fared still worse. From 
the year 1770 the ruin of two-thirds of the old aristocracy 
of Lower Bengal dates. The Maharaja of Burdwan, whose 
'province had been the first _to cry out and the last to which plenty 
returned, died miserably towards the end of the famine, leaving o. 
treasury so empty .that the heir had to melt down the family 
plate, and, when this was exhausted, to beg a loan from the 

- Government, in order to perform his father's obsequies." 
EJ.BLY AD• In 1776, the administration of the district and of the Burdwan 
HIBISTBA· estates was taken out of the hands of Tej Chandra, and placed in 
~Iolf. those of his mother. the Maharani Bishtu Kumari, the widow of' 

~Mahar!~~\ Til!lk Chandra, one of the principal opponents of 
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Warren Hastings. From the proceedings in Council of the 16th 
January 1775, we find that she· charged Mr. Graham with 
embezzling 11 Jakbs of rupees alleged to be the property of her 
infant son. Graham was a friend of Warren Hastin~s who 
defended him warmly, and the Governor-General's opponents in 
Council fastened on the charge, and even went so far as to 
insinuate that Hastings had himself profited by his subordinate's 
dishonesty. The charge against Mr. Graham was never proved, 
and there is little reason to doubt that it was totally false. The 
Maharani retained control over the estate and district till 1779, 
after which date Maharaja Tej Chandra resumed the management. 

The records of 1782 disclose the house sinking steadily into 
ruin. The Government forced the Raja, as zamindar, to discharge 
in some fashion his duties towards his people, .and many of the. 
earliest documents contain articles of agreement for the repair of 
the embankments and bridges -at his expense. Until after the 
permanent .aettlement, the family still maintained a consider-· 
able body of troops as bodyguard, the annual cost of which was 
estimated at four lakhs of rupees, besides other costly paraphernalia. 

· of nati va pomp,. without the income necessary to pay for them. 
A long series of painful personal degradations followe'd : impri­
sonments of the Raja in his palace, forced sales of his lands, the 
foreclosures of mortgages, the swooping down of his private 
creditors, and a hundred miserable evasions and struggles. Our 
officers were not very patient, and they were constantly provoked. 
Not only was there a vast mass of 'arrears,' which th~ Cqlleotor 
was ordered, under pain of high displeasure, to levy, and of which 
he found it absolutely impossible to recover a single rupee; but 
four times each year, at the quarterly instalments, the Raja sank , 
deeper and deeper into our debt.• Of other features of our 
administration in these early days we hear little but here and 
there in the old records we get glimpsesof the state ofthecountry. 
Fl'om a letter written in 1.788 we find- that the C(\llector main· 
tained on his own responsibility a small standing army. It oon­
sistEJd of a Subahdar, a J emadar, and a Ha.vildar Major, eight 
Havildars and seven nae-ks, seventy-seven sepoys and five drums 
and fifes: the total cost of the esUi.blishment was Rs. 619 a month. 
That such a force was necessary can be seen from the same letter. 
"I had had occasion, " the Collector writes, •' to send out a. force 
to arrest a notorious dakait named J eebna, who has assembled 
under him upwards of four hundred men armed, and with whose 
assistance he committed the most atrocious depredations in the 
~argana of Shergarh and St. Pahary, laying waste with fire whole 

• Huntcr•s11::itatistical Account of l:Jordwin. 
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villages, levying contributions and plundering the inhabitants." 
The country in fact wes overrun with these banditti, and a few 
years later the Magistrate of Birbhiim estimated that there were 
two thousand dacoits in Burdwan, Birbhiim and Rijshahi alone. 
Disbanded soldiers, thieves, and broken•and lawless menof every 
class,. collected in formidable bands, roamed the countryside 
plundering and burning a.t tLeir will. On one occasion the officer 
charged with the duty of arresting the leader of one of these Lands 
actually asked for ·a howitzer and a battalion of sepoys. And the 
head-quarters of tne British officers were only too often 
surrounded by a ring of blazing villages whose fate they could 
neither prevent nor avenge. 

Except the Collector and his assistant, there were practically 
no Europeans in the ~district The Company were very je~lous 
of any interference: with their trade, and in 1788 strict orders 
were issued that no Eur')pean being a British subject not in their, 

· service would be allowed to reside in the ·district without a license. 
Much of the Collector's time seems to have been occupied in 
bitter and acrimonious correspondence with the various commer­
cial r('sidents, including the well known Mr. Cheap of Hirbhiim. 
The insolence and oppression of their servants was proverbial, and 
there Wefle constant disputes between them and the peasantry. 
" I imagine," wriles the Collector to one of the resideuts, " it 
would be a.ttended with less trouble to you in case of future refer .. 
ences that you forward them by dak instead of peons the insolence 
of whom in many in~ta.nces requires chastisement." 

But i:it fact the chief object of the administration at this time 
seems· to have bePn to make the Maharaja pay his revenue, and. 
all other consideratious were subordinated to this. The very 
earliest letter preserved in the records of the Burdwan Collector­
ate contains a suggestion that his property should be attached, 
and a few months afterwards in 1788 we find the threat executed. 
"Besides the peons which you have placed over me for the 
balance of the Magh kist," the Maharaja writes in a tone of 
dignified remonstrance to the Collector, " you are now inc.reasing 
my distress and disgrace by proceeding to attach my house 
and property." Remonstrance however svailed little with the 
Board in' Calcutta. On one occasion the Collector held over an 
attachment and was promptly censured. It was useless to 
plead thnt the district had suffered from a flood such as that of 
1787 when "every house in Hurdwan and every village 
contiguous to it fell down, and nothing bu~ the banks of tanks re­
mained for the reception of every living creature." The Board in~ 
$isted on payment. and re~arded such pleas as mere equivocations. 
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The Company was, moreover, only one of a host of claimants; 
and what between the stringent demands of the Revenue Com­
mittee, the piteous requests for pension by female members of 
the family, and the clamorous private duns and -usurers who 
thronged the Raja's pahJ,ce, the Collector had a very unhappy 
time of it. "The Ranee," he writes in 1787, "is at her old 
tricks again." Severities did but little good. The Government 
might summon the impoverished Raja to Calcutta, imprison him 
in a wing of his palace, and turn his own bodyguard into his 
jailers; but such measures produced little money and much 
popular discontent. Whenever the Board of Revenue had been 
specially hard upon the Raja, a thousand annoyances and inter• 
ruptions somehow took place in the Company's trade. The 
commercial resident complained of 'obstructions,' and the Salt 
Department deplored an outbreak of "opp~sition to the buE"iness 
of the A urangs." While the Revenue atithoritieg, could make 
the Raja's life miserable, the Raja could render his territory a 
very unprofitable one to the British Government.• 

The Permanent- Settlement substituted a reign of law for THB P:u. 

these endless bickerings and quarrels, and the new order of things :r.t:
8 

ANB.l!Tr 
h. h . b h u d. R 1 . BTTT.B. w 1c 1t roug t about rescued Burdwan. It ~r egu a!Ion-MBNr. 

I of 17~J3, Maharaja Tej Chandra entered into an agreement with 
Government to pay regularly the revenue, amounting to Szcca ' 
Rs. 40, 15,109. and also Slcca Rs. 1,93,721 for pulbandhi or 
repairs of embankments. But in spite of the Permanent Settle­
ment the affairs of the estate did not fully recover, and the 
disastrous e~ecte of the scarcity of 1769 and the bond of 
debt and arrears which it had left in its train were still felt. 
The estate fell into arrears, and the mismanagement became 
so pronounced that the Maharaja's mother compellei him to 
execute a deed of sale assigning the entire estate to her. She 
was a woman of consioerable business rapacity, and she might 
ultimately have succeeded in saving the whole estate if her 
life had been prolonged. Many c,f the lands bad been parcelled 
out among a large number of farmers or i,jaradars, moHt of 
whom withheld 11ayment. ·And the Maharaja found it impossible 
to realise his rents with the same punctuality with which he was 
compelled to pay his revenue. The. inevitable result of this 
system of sub-infeudation was the accumulation of arrears in 
the Government demand. The Maharaja was summoned to 
attend the Board of Revenue, and was threatened ·with the 
forfeiture of hie zamindari, but to no purpose. Munshi, 

• afterwards Raj_a, Naba Krishna Deb was appointed kruk 

• Hunter's Rtltt.i!iti~Q\ Acf'.ount of Burdwiin. 
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saaawal, or attaching officer, but he could do nothing. The 
Collector of Burdwan suggested ·the sale of the zamindari in 
lots, as the only way of recovering the arrears of revenue; and· 
in 1797 the Board commenced selling portions of the estate. 
Each lot consisted of several villages. -The' principal purchasers 
were Dwarkanath Singh of Singur, Chhaku Singh of -Bhastara, 
the M.ukharjis of Janai_, and the Banarjis/of Telinipara. 

Thus was laid the foundation of the present landed aristocracy 
of the Burdwan and Hooghly districts. These sales went on. 
regularly every three months ; and in order to prevent the entire 
dismemberment of the estate, Maharaja Tej Chandra bought up 
several lots in the names of his officials and dependants. About 
this time Maharani Bishnu Kumari died. On her death, Maha­
raja Tej Chandra resumed the management of the estate and one 
of his first acts was to endeavour to arrest its ruin by giving away 
portions of his zamindari in perpetual leases, or patnis, a form 

· of tenure, which is described ·amongst the land tenures of the 
district. Afte; half a century of poverty and ruin, the Burdwan 
house at last found itself under the guidance of a singularly 
prudent Raja: the creation of under-tenures, and the various other 
machinery for improving an estate which the Permanent Settle­
ment introduced, have _now. rendered it the most prosperous house 
in Bengal. 

The subsequent history of Burdwan is of little interest. 
Maharaja Tej Chandra had a son, Pratap Chandra, who dis­
appeared during the lifetime of his father, and was never heard 
of afterwards. It is supposed that he went forth incognito either 
thrOtigh some petty annoyance ·or in search of adventure. Several 
years afterwards a pretender personating him appeared, but his 
claim, after a searching investigation, was dismissed by the Civil 
Court. In 1832 Maharaja Tej Chandra died, leaving to an adopted 
son; Mahtab Chand, his great landed and funded estates. On 
the latter succeeding to the raj in 1833, the English Government 
honoured him with a khillat, and he afterwards became one of 

-the most enlightened representatives of the 'landed aristocracy of 
the nrovince. At the time of the Santal rebellion in 1855, the 
:Maharaja_ aided the military authorities by forwarding and 
supplying stores and means of transport. During the Sepoy 
Mutiny in 1857, he did everything in his power to strengthen the 
hands of Government. He placed elephants and bullock-carts at 
the disposal of the authorities, and kept open the roads between 
Burdwan and Birbhiim and between-- Burdwan and Katwa., so that 
there was no interruption of intelligence between the seat of 
Government and the anxiously watched stations of Birbhiim and 
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Berhampur. In 1864 the Maha.raja was appointed an additional 
Member of the Viceregal Legislative Council, being the first native 
gentleman of Bengal wh'l was so honoured. He died in 1881, and 
was succeeded by his adopted son, Aftab Chand, who only lived till 
1885, when on his deceas~ and according to his will the estate 
was taken charge of by the Court of Wards. Aftab Chand left 
a widow whom -he hai empowered to adopt, and she exercised the 
right in July 1887 in favour of Sir Bijay Chand Mabtii.b 
Bahadur, K,C.I.E., the present Maharaj Adhiraj Bahadur. The 
Maharaja b~s _recently obtained from Government a sanad, dated 
the 1st May 1903, conferring upon him as z;amindir of Burdwan 
the hereditary title of Mahara j Adhiraj to be attached to the estate. 

When ceded to t.he East India Company in 1760 the district CHANGES 

or chakla of B!J,rd_wan, as then constituted, comprised besides ~~0~~~;.· 
the present district the whole of the present district ,of Bankura 
formerly known as Western Burdwan, together with parts of 
llooghly and Birbhi:im. !n 1805, the western parganas of 
Senpahari and Shergarh which now form part of the Asansol sub­
division, together with the terr:itory now included in Banh:ura, 
were made into a. new district, called the Jungle Mahala. These 
parganas was afterwards restored to Burdwan when the -district 
of Bankura was formed in 1833, but their criminal jurisdiction 
fluctuated for many years later between the Magistracies of 
Birbhilm and Bankura.- In 1820, Hooghly was formed into Q. 

separate district, and numerous minor transfers to and from . the­
district_ were afterwards made. In 1872, the district area was 
increased from 2,825 square miles to _3,588 square miles, including 
river circuits, by transfer f:rom Manbhilm, Bankura and Hooghly; 
and in 1879 the thanas of Sonamukhi, Kotalpur and Indas were 
retra.nsferred to Bankura, while the J ehanabad subdivision was · 
transferred to :Midnapore. .. 

The most interesting remains in the district are the. fine Archm~ 
stone temples at Barakar and the shrine of Kalyaneswari Iogt. 
under the Hadla hill, some four miles north of Barakar . in 
the Asansol subdivision.· There are some interesting tombs 
in Burdwau, among which may be mentioned those of Sher 
Afgan, Kutb-ud-din and Pir Bahram. There are also some . fine 
temples- of comparatively recent date n.t Kalna, _in the grounds of 
the,Maharaja's palace, including one particularly fine one of carved 
brick. The rem~_ins of the old Muhammadan royal or bddshahi 
road from Rajmahal to Midnapore with the mosques attached 
still exist, and ruins of old forts are found at Dihi Shergarh, 

• Dighi, Rajgarh, Ohurulia, and Kaksa, in the Asansol subivision, 
and at Mankur, Burdwan, Katwa, and Kalna. 
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CHAPTER 111. 

THE PEOPLE. 

BEFORE 1872 no regular census of t)le district had ever been 
taken though several rough attempts were made from time to 
time to estimate the number of inhabitants. Of these the first 
having any pretensions. to accuracy was made in 1813-14 by 
Mr. W. B. Bayley,. who at the time was Judge and Magistrate of 
the district. He succeeded in obtaining returns of the population 
of 98 towns and villages situated in different parts of the districts 

· of Burdwan, Hooghly, Midnapore, Birbhiim and the Jungle 
Mahals. Having satisfied himself. of the accuracy of the returns, 
he dedlltled from them an average o£ eleven inhabitants to every 
two houses, and then proceeded to ascertain the number of houses 
in the district. As a result of his calculations he estimated the . . 

population of the district as then constituted at 1,444,487. 
The average density was approximately 602 to the square mile 
"as compared with 610 in 1872, and the figures would seem to 
show that the population of the district, whatever it may have 
been before the outbreak of the fever · epidemic of 1862, was in 
lts72 not much in excess of what it had . been in 1814. In 
1838 Mr. Adam collected certain Etatistics · of the population 
to illustrate his report on the state of vernacular education, 
and the Kalna thana of Burdwan was one of the areas selected 
for the purpose. A comparison of his figures with those obtained 
at the census of 1872 show that the resident population was no 
larger in 1872 ·than it had been in 1M38. The number of houses 
had increased, but the average number of persons to a house had 
fallen from 5 to 3·7. 

The first general census which in any way approximated to 
the truth was that of 1872. The census coincided with the 
climax of the tertible epidemio of fever which ravaged the district 
-between 1S62 and 187 4, and any increase that might have been 
expected since -Mr. Bayley's time had been completely wiped out. 
The result of this census was to show for the district as now 
constituted a population of 1,486,400 persons. No figures or" 
estimatus exist &bowing the population of the district in 1860, 
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immediately before the outbreak of the fever epidemic, but there 
can be nG doubt that the mortality from the disease between 
1862, when it first appeared·in the Kalna subdivision, and 1872 
was enormous. Dr. French in h1s·special report on the outbreak 
estimated tlie totp.l ·mortality at about one-third of the whole 
population, and the specific instances which he quotes show 
that the estimate was not extravagant. In 1869 the population 
of the town of Burdwan was estimated at 46,121, whereas the 
census of 1872 gives a population of 32,687, a decrease in three 
years of over 30 per cent. In seventeen villages of the Katw-a 
subdivision containing an estimated population of 14,982 before 
the appeal'ance of the di~ease no less than n,2 !3 persons, or 41·7 
per cent. of the population, were reported to have died of fever 
between the period of the outbreak and 1872. The figures for 
fifty villages in the Kalna subdivision showed a similar mortality. 
In 1881 it was found that the population had decreased still Census of 

further to 1,394,220. This decrease was entirely due to the 1881. 

mortality from the fever which after 1873 made no further 
westerly progress in. llurdwan, and although still t;;evere in the 
Kalna and Ausgram thanas was gradua1ly dying out in those 
parts of the district where it had been first observed. In the· 
census report of 1881 it was esttmated that during the twelve 
years from 1862-1874 the epidemic had carried o:ff not less than 
three-quarters of a million of persons. 

During the next decade the population remained pro.ctical1y Census of . 

stationary, the total number of persons recorded in 1891 being 1891· 

1,391,880. The thanas of Kaksa, Ausgram and Bud-Bud in the 
west still showed a large decrease, which was undouotedly due to 
the after effects of the epidemic. On the other hand, the increase 
in the Asansol thana, 281) per cent., was phenomenal, the develop-
ment of the Railway works at Asansol consequent on the opening 
of the B~ngal-Nagpur Railway and the increasing activity in the 
coal and iron fields having attracted a large immigrant popula· 
tion from Manbhiim, Bankura and. Bt>har. 

During the next decade conditions were gen~rally favourable : Census of 

crops were as a rule good and the district in consequence made a 1901• 

rapid recovery, the population recorded exceeding by more than 
30,000, tha number returned in 1~72. The results of the census 
of 1901 are summarized as. follows in the Bengal Census Report 
of that year: "The growth of the population in the Asa.nsol thana 
is phenomenal : it has increased by more than 30 per cent. 
since 1891 and by 130 per cent. since 1872. Nearly one-third of 
the present inhabitants were born in other districts, and· o£ the 
district~ born many have doubtless migrated from other thanas •. 
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Raniganj shows an increase of 12 per cent. since 1891, which is 
somewhat s~rprising in view of the fact that its coal-mines are 
nearly worked out, and that the people find more remunerative 
employment in the new mines further west. The town of Rani­
ganj, nowever, is 1 a great trading ceutz.e, and .is prob.lbly one of 
the busiest places in Bengal. The increase is also considerable 
in the Burdwan and Katwa. subdivisions where there has been 
comparatively little immigration. It is most noticeable in the 
Ausgram and Galsi thanas which were mentioned in the last 
census report as then forming with Kaksa. the focus of the 
fever. Apart from the fever these thanas are naturally healthy, 
and the disappearance of the epidemic has been followed, as is 

. usual in such circumstances, by a rapid reoov~ry in the population. 
That the 'improvement is not equally marked in K&.ksa is due 
to the poverty of the soil in that thana and to its proximity to 
the coal-mines where good wages are obtainable. The only part 
·of the district that has failed to share in the general revival are 
two of the three thanas of the Kalna subdivision, Kalna and 
Purbasthali, where the Burdwan fever first appeared forty years 
ago. These th.a.nas lie along the hank of the Bhagira.thi; the 
soil is water-logged, and they are full ofjhils and jungle; they 
are thus more unhealthy 'than any other part of the district." 
The principal results of this census are shown in the ta.bl e· 
below:-

NUMBER Olr 
Percentage I 

p 1 of variation 
Area in Popula· 

. opu a· in popula· 
Subdivision. square t1on per tion I 

miles. Towns. Villages. 
tion. sq~are between 

mile. 1891 and I 
1901. 

Burdwin ... , 1,268 1 - 1,6881 679,412 536 1 + 9·6 

Asansol ... 618 2 811 370,981:1 600 +19•6 

Kitwa ... 404 
. ·-

2 465 248,806 616 + 8•1 I . .. 
Kilns ... . .. l 399 1 698 233,269 585 + 0•8 I 

District Total ... 2,689 6 3,662 1,532,475 570 +lo:II 

GENEB.U. The density of the population in Burdwan has increased s~ce 
cH.a.:a.a.cr-, 1872 by only 17 per cent. From 1872 to 1881 the years dunng 
EBis~Ics. which the fever epidemic reached its climax, there was an actual 
Densltty of fall of 35 per cent. and in the succeeding decade there was no 
p..pu a· , 
tion. advance at all: the recovery in 1891-1901 is very marked, and 

. the district now supports a population of 570 persons to the square 
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mile. Speaking generally, the eastern part of the district where 
the soil is alluvial is much more thickly populated than the 
western which rests on the laterite, but the development of the 
coni-mines in the Asansol subdivision has Jed to 'a rapid growth 
of the population there, ft.nd Asansol itself, with 839 persons to 

- the square mile, is now the most densely peopled thana in the _ 
district. On the other hand, the density is least in the Kaksa 
and Ausgram thanas where the laterite gradually merges into 
the alluvial silt. Large tracts here- are covered with sal jungle. 
There are no mines, and the soil is too poor to support a large 
population. 

The steadily increasing demand for labour in the mines and Migration. 

factories of Asansol and Raniganj has led to a continued How 
of immigration into Burdwan. In 1901 the total number of immi-
grants was returned as 158,?47, a larger number than was found 
in any district in the province wiLh the exception of the 
24-Parganas and __ the metropolis itself. There is a good de.al of 
periodic and permanent immigration from the neighbouring 
districts of Bankura, Manbhiim and the Santa! Parganas, and 
more than two-thirds of the immigrants ent'J.merated at th~ last 
census were found to be inhabitants of the contiguous districts; at 
the same time labourers for the coal-mines, iron workA, paper 
mills, and potteries are _collected in large numbers from Patna, 
Gaya, Shahabad, and Monghyr in Behar and from. the Chota 
Nagpur plateau. In the eastern portion of the district there is a 
continual demand for Beharis and west countrymen who are 
employed- as durwans and peons by the local land-holders, and the 
increasing trade of Asansol and Raniganj has drawn a consider· 
able number of Marwari merchants and traders to those towns. 

The volume of emigration is also considerable, and the 
statistics of the census of 1901 show t~t 6•16 of.the population 
of the district were enumerated outside it. The district sends 
out numerous clerks to Calcutta and labourers to Assam, and loses 
more than it gains by the casual migration across the boundary 
line, dividing it from Birbbiim and Hooghly. The loss in both 
oases is due mainly to ~he demand in these districts_ for wives 
born in Burdwan. 

There are six towns-Burdwan, Kalna, Katwa, Dainhat, Towns and 

Raniganj and Asansol. These are all municipalities, and the villages. 

total number of their inhabitants is 72,270, or 5 per cent. of the 
population. - The district outside the coal-mine area is almost 

~ entirely agricultural, and the towns _here are unprogressive, of 
little commercial importance and, on the whole, distinctly rural 
in character. Burawan itself, which was formerly the principal 
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seat of trade in Western Bengal, has few special industries, and 
owes its position to the fact that it is the headquarters of the 
district and the principal seat of the Maharaja. The town 
really consists of 93 small villages, and ~he greatc;)r part of the 
population are engaged in agriculture. It is growing in 
importance as a rail way centre, and is fairly prosperous ; but in· 
spite of this, the population has grown but little of late years. 
The fine strategical position of Katwa at the confluence of the 
Ajay and the Bhagirathi was soon recognized by the Muham• 
madan invaders, and in the time of the Nawabs this town was 

·one of the most important places in Bengal, and was regarded as 
the key of Murshidabad. In recent y£~ars, however, the channel of 
the Bhagirathi h:J.s silted up, and with the advent of the railway 
the trade of the place ha.s greatly declined. Kalna., which is 
also situated on the Bhagirathi, was formerly an important trading 
centre, and was considered one of the principal ports of the 
district. - '1 he railway has, however, drawn most of the traffic away 
from it, and its prosperity has long been decreasing. Of late, the 
town has been extremely unhealt_hy, and many of the brick-built 
houses in the hazar are now in ruins. A considerable river-borne 
trade was also "formerly c~rried on from Dainhat, but the 
Bhagirathi bas now receded more than a mile from it, and its 
trade has suffered considerably in consequence. , 

The western portion of the district is one of the busiest 
industrial tracts in Bengal, and its coal and iron fields have 
attracted a large immigrant population. Both Raniganj and 
Asansol are progressive towns and are growing rapidly. Their 
prosperity is . almost entirely due ·to the development of the 
coal-mines. Raniganj possesses large potteries and paper mills 
which employ a very considerable number of operativf's, and the 
town is also a J.ms.v tra~g centre for coal and rice. The mines 
in the vicinity have been practically worked out, and the CE>ntre 
of the coal industry has move(l further west, but the town still 
continues to increase in prosperity. The head-quarters of the 

.. subdivision have recently been transferred to Asansol which is 
· situated in the centre of the colll-fi.eld and is now one of the 

most important railway centres in Bengal. In 1881 this town 
was o. rural tract. In 1891 its population was r~tumed at 11,000, 

·and in 1901 at 1.4,906. There is a large European community 
connected with the railway. and the hazar is growing rapidly. 
The town is eituated in the middle of the Raniganj conl-fleld, 
and since coal of a better quality is obtainable here than further 
east, it has practically taken the place of Raniganj as the centre• 
of 'the coal industry. , 
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The rest of the population is contained in 3,662 villages of 
no great size, 52 per cent. of the people living in villages contain· 
ing less than 500 inhabitants. In the alluvial portion where 
practically th.e only occupation of the peopla is cultivation, the 
villages are usually situated on the higher ground between the 
rice swamps, and are buried in the dense foliage characteristic of 
Lower Benf!al• The large immigrant population of Asansol and 
Raniganj are mainly housed in small groups of huts clustering 
rou.nd the various· mines and factories. 

The language current in the district is _the d·i~lect known as Langu· 

Rarhi boli or Western Bengali which is also spoken in B~nkura, ages. 

Birbhiim, Maobhii~ Singhbhiim, and the Santal Parganas. 
The name means the language spoken in Rarh, the old name for 
the Western Division of Bengal, the country lying to the west 
of the Bhagirathi and south of the Ganges. 

Bengali, or Banga Bhasha, was formerly thought to be a very 
modern language, but Dr. Grierson has shown that this is not 
the case, and that the language of the fifteenth, differs very little 
from that of the eightel3nth, century. The present literary form 
of the language has developed since the occupation of the country 
by the English, and its most marked characteristic is the whole· 
sale adoption of Sanskrit words in the place of words descended 
through the Prakrit, due at first, it is thought, to the great 
poverty of the original material in a country where the vast 
majority of the inhabitants were of non-Aryan descent. The 
Bengalis are unable to pronounce many~ of the words that have 
been borrowed from the Sanskrit, but they have. nevertheless 
retained the Sanskrit ~;palling. ''The result of this state of 
affairs,'' says Dr. Grierson, ''is that, to foreigners, the great 
difficulty of Bengali is its pronunciation. The vocabulary of 
the modern literary language i~ almost entirely Sanskrit, and · 
few of . these words are pronounced as they are written.u ·,The 
book language is quite unintelligible to the uneducated ma~ses, 
and as, apart from it, there is no g6nerally recognized &tandllrd, , 
the Tariations in the spoken language are very great. The well.; 
known adage that the dialect changes every twelve kfJ8 appliea -
probably with greater force to Bengali than to any other language 
in India. 

" Bengali," Dr. Grierson writes, "has a fairly vol~minou~ ·' 
literature dating from pre·historic times. According to the latest 
authority its oldest literary record is the song of Manikchandra, 
~hich belongs to the days of the Buddhists, though it has 
no doubt been altered in the course of centuries through trans· 
mission by word of mouth. Of the we~~-known authors, one 
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of the oldest and most admired is Chandi Das, who flourished 
about the 14th century and wrote songs of considerable Jllerit 
in praise of Krishna. Since his time to the commencement of 

. the present century, there has been a succession of writers 
many of whom are directly connected with the religious revivai 
instituted by Chaitanya." 

This dialect was returned in 1901 as the language of 91·9 
per cent. of the population. The number of persons returned as 
speaking Hindi rose from 46,000 in 189.1 to 73,000 in 1901, or 
4·7 per cent., and this is obviously due to the large influx of 
labourers from Behar aml \Vestem India which followed on the 
development of the coal industry. Santali is spoken by 39,428 
persons. and some 5,000 persons were returned as speaking Kora.• 

Altogether 1,22l,C27 persons, or 79·6 per cent. of the popula­
tion, are Hindus: 287,403, or 18·7 per cent., are Muhammadans; 
and 21,048, or 1·3 per cent., are Animists. There are 2,960 
Christians, of whom 1,061 are Europeans, 872 Eurasians and 1,072 
natives of the country. Other religions are practically unrepre-
sented, numbering only 3 7. ,. 

The Church Missionary Society early fixed on Burdwan as a 
centre from which to carry on its missionary work. A most 
interesting account of the foundation of the mission is to be found 
in the memoir of the Revd. -J. J. Weitbrecht, with whose name 
missionary work in this district must nlways be most closely 
associated. "Th.e mission was commenced in UH 6 by Captain 
Stewart, a pious and devoted servant of the East India Company, 
and h~ continued to take a deep interest in it till his death in 
1833. In the :first year he established two vernacular schools, and 
in two years the number _had increased to ten, containing a 
thousand children, and costing 240 rupees a month. In tha 
beginning he encountered considerable opposition; the Brahmans -
circulated reports among the people that it was his design to ship 
all th~ children 'to England, and an instance occurred in which a 
parent exposed his little son to the jackals to be devoured during 
the night to prevent the possibility of his being educated by 
Captain Stewart. The introduction of printed books into the 
schools at first caused some ohrm, the people conceiving it to be a 
plan for depriving them of their caste as all instruction had been 
previouSly conveyed through manuscripts : and it was remarked 
of the village school-masters-' If you put a printed book into 
their hands, they are unable to read it without great difficulty, 
and are still less able·. to understand its contents.' Besides the 
outlines cf Geography, Astronomy and History, Captain Stewart• 

. • Bengal Celll!ua lieport, 1901. 
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caused instruction to be given in some few of the preambles of 
the East India Company's regulations, which are particularly 
calculated to convince the Hindus that Government anxiously 
desires to promote their comfort and advantage. In these semi­
naries the -children knew t>f no precedency but that which was 
derived from merit. The Brahman boy and his ignoble neigh­
bour sat side by side, and if the latter excelled the former in learn­
ing, as was often the case, he stood above him." These schools 
became so celebrated that the Calcutta School Society sent its 
Superintendent -for five months to Burd wan in 1819 to -learn the 
system of Captain Stewart's schools, as he educated a greater 
number of childrtln with fewer teachers and at half. the expense of 
the old system •. When Mr. W. Adam, who had been directed by 
Government to enquire into the state of education, visited 
Burdwan in 1837, he reported that Burdwan was the besf edu­
cated district in Bengal. In 1819 Captain Stewart pu:tch_ased a 
plot of ground on the Grand Trunk Road two miles north-west 
of Burdwan on behalf of the Church Missionary Society, and 
there a mission centre was gradually established with a church, 
orphanage, school and mission houses. The mission continued to __ 
prosper, and, under the Revd. John James Weitbrecht, who worked 
in Burdwan from 1830 to 1852, became one of the best organized 
mission churches in Bengal. · , 

We read of 14 schools scattered over an area of 40 miles 
with an attendance of ! ,ooo boys, o£ a girls' school, of one 
of the first high schools in Bengal with a hostel for_ Hindu 
students attached to it, of an orphanage, of out-stations at Kalna 
since taken over by the Free Church of Scotland, and Bankura, 
now a flourishing mission under the Wesleyan Society, and 
Nadia, which· has greatly outgrown the mother church with its 
eight churches and·6,000 Protestant Christians. Then come the 
dark days of the misston. Burd wan fever decimated the town, 
the Christian congregation was scattered, the orphanage .• was 
removed to Agarpara, the schools were gradually closed and 
the Earopean staff reduced. The Church Missionary Society 
has never re-occupied the district as it once hoped to do, Nadia 
taking the place of the Burdwan district as th~ Society;s principal 
field of effort. The out-stations were left undermanned and were 
eventually occupied by other societies. The town. of Burdwarr was 
retained, but the institutions were transferred elsewhere. At the,­
present time the mission is a purely evangelistic one with a small 
congrE-gation consisting mainly of mission workers, whose. work is 
td itinerate in the cold weather in the villages round Burdwan. · 
There is one European· Missionary in charge who also acts as 

.• 
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Honorary Chaplain to the European residents. Some twenty 
miles north of Burdwan is a church medicnl mission' with a hospital 
and dispensary with three European ladies in charge, and an 
efficient staff of workers under the Church of England Zenana 
Sooi~ty. This mi<ssion is the surv~val• of a flourishing Zeuana 
Mission in Burd wan which had to be closed for want of funds in 
1900. The ladies of Mankur superintend also an elementary 
Hindu girls' school in Burdwan, which, with another Church 
school of a similar nature supported by voluntary loc8.1 sub­
scriptions, is all that is now left of English Church educational 
work in the district. 

At Raniganj there is a Wesleyan Methodist :Mission which 
was established in 1878. In addition to a . European Superinten­
dent and two nativ~ ordained ministers there are women workers, 
who visit zenanas, and evangelists in village stations. ~J.lhe adult 
<10ngregation is about 350. An English church and three native 

·chapels are attached to the mission, and it also manages an 
orphanage with an industrial clas~ attached, a refuge for the 
sick and destitute, day schools and a shop for the sale of Christian 
literature. In addition the Superintendent of the mission is 
entrusted with the management of the Leper Asylum maintained 
at Raniganj by the Mission to Lepers of which an account will 
be found in the following chapter. · 

In- Asansol town there is a. Roman Catholic Mission. A 
church was built in 1872-73, and the following year the building 
of a convent and schools waa commenced. The building of the 
scholastiate for t4e clerical students of the Society of J e&us was 
finished in 1883, having been constructed by the late .Archbishop 
Goethals. In 1~89, the students were moved to Kurseong, and 
the building was made over by the Archbishop to the mission. 
It was enlarged and became St. Patrick's school which numbers 
at present about 140 boarders and 50 day-scholars. 

A mi~sion ha~ also recently been establishe~ by the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Asansol. The mission had its origin in 
services held by itinerant preachers, but a site was eventually 
granted by Government in 18R3, and a church was erected in the 
following year. The mission now consists of a boys' middle 
English boarding school with an attendanoe of about fJO, and a 
girls' boarding echool with an average attendance of 85. Many 
of tl>e children are orphans, a~·d the greater number come from 
the. poorest dasses of the population. Preaching, the di8trihu­
tion of literature aud visiting are carried on at Asansol and the 
outlying villages, E~nd the mission also manages a Leper Asyll1'lil 
which is supported by the Missi..9n to Lepers in Icdia and the 
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Ea&t.- There are out-stations at Bolpur and Sainthia ·where a 
girls' primary school has been established. The United Free 
Ohurch of Scotland Medical Mission maintains a charitable 
hcspital at Kalna: 

Muhammadans are qistributed fairly evenly over the eastern lluhRm-­
portion of the district, and are found in greatest strength in madana 

the thanas lying along the Bhagirathi. The Muhammadan in .. 
vnders who followed Bakhtyar Khilji soon spread over Burdwin 
and possessed themselves of the principal places of importance 
in the district. Pandua. in Hooghly, Mahmadpur near Mun-
teswar police-station, Kalna and Katwa all beoame Muhammadan 
settlements. It is probable therefore that a considerable propor .. 
tion of the 'Muhammadan population are the descendants of the 
numerous soldiers of fortune and their followers who formerly 
found a livelihood in Bengal. The numerous aimmtJ estates 
which are found in the distriet and the traditional history of 
the .Muhammadan settlements at Kaksa and at Churulia under 
Raja Narottam's fort show that grants of land to such 
follower3 were very common. At the same time there can be 
little doubt that local converts bulk largely iu tho total, and the 
general opinion seems to be that the lower classes of Muham­
madans have been maiuly recruited from such converts. Accord-
to the census report· for 190 l, "almost the whole of the 
functional groups such as J olaha and Dhunia throughout the 
province, aud the- great majority, probably nine-tenths, of· the_ 
Sheikhs in Bt-ngal Proper are of Indian origin." 

~he conversion of the Hindus to Islam was in most cases 
voluntary. The Mughals were, as a. rule, tolerant in religious 
matters, and the Afghan rulers who preceded them did not often­
use force f.o propagate their faith. The only organized persecution 
of the Hindus of which there is any record in history is that of 
J alal-ud-din mentioned ry Dr. Wise, who is said to have offere<J the 
Koran or death, and who must have effected wholesale conversions. 
But although there was no general attack on the Hindu religiun,_ 
there are numerous traditions of conversions on a large scale by 
enthusia.stio freelances, suoo alJ the renowned Shah Ja.lal of 
Sylh9t. In Mandaran thana, in the .Arambagh subdivision·of· 
Hooghly, where the .Muhammadan population preponderates over 
the Hindu, there is a. tradition' that Muhammad Ismail Shah 
Gh11zi defeated the local Raja and forcibly oonverted the people 
to l$lam. These traditions are not confirmed by history, but_ 
history tells us very little of what went on in Bengal during _the· 

• • For this ·account of the missions at B urdwan, RilniganJ and Asansol, I am 
indebted to the Revd. Mr. Clarke, the Revd, Mr. Bleby, and the Revd. Mr. Koele. 
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reigns of the independent kings, and, when even the names of 
.some of them are known to us only frorn tLe inscriptions on their 

·coins, while there is no record whatever of many of the local 
satraps, it is not to be expected ~bat, even if forciblo conversions 
were common, there would be any written account of . them. 
There muE.t doubtless, here at:d there, ba.ve been ruthle~s fanatics 
l_ike the notorious Ti,.pu Sahib of more recent times, who forl'ibly 
cirotia)cised many of his Hindu subjects and perpetrated many 
acts of the grossest oppression, and the fact thJ.t many of the 
Muhammadan mobqueil, especially in this district,_ were often 
constru-cted of stones taken from Hiodu templesJ clearly shows 
that, at some times in somtt places, the Htndus were subjected to 
persecution at the hands of their Musalman conquerors. ln the 
accounts of Chaita.nya's life, fur instance, we read that two of 
his leading disciples were Brahmans who had been comllelled to 
embrace the faith of bla01. 

In spite, however, ol the fact that oases of forcible conversion 
were by no means rare, it seems probable that very many of the 
ancestors of the Bengnl Muhammadans voluntarily gave in their 
adhesion to Islam. The advantages which that religion offtlred 
to t1ersons held in low esteem by the Hindus are sufficiently 
obvious, and Uilder Muslim rule there was no lack of pious Pirs 
and Fakirs sur-h as Pir Bahram, of BurdwAo, aud Majlis and 
Eadr Saheb of Kalna who devoted their lives to gaining con,·erts 
to the {aitb. Th~re were special reasons which, during the eatly 
yPars uf the Muhammadan supremacy, Irade conversion compara­
tively easy. Al1hough the days when Buddhism was a glowing 
faath had long sinre passed, the_ people . of Bengal were still to a 

_ fl"t>at exteni Buddhistic, and when Bakhtyar Khiliji conquer.::d 
Bt'bi.r and massacred the Buddl:.ist n:onks assembled at Odonta­
puri, the comm<.n people, who were already lukewarm, deprivtld 

·of their priests and teachers, were . easily attracted from their 
old form of belief, some to Hiuduism and others to the 
creed of Muhamruad. The higher castes probably found their 
way back to lliuduism, while the non-.\ryan tribes who bad. in 
all prulJability, never been Hindus, prtlferred the greater attrac· 
tion~ of Islam. 

At pnsent but few conversions to Islam occur, and as a rule 
the persocs who come over from the (jne religion to the other do 
so fer ma.' erial and not for rt~ligious reasons, as for instance when 
a 'Muhammanan takes a. Hindu widow as his eecond wife, or a 
H~du falls m love with a Muhammadan girl and must embrace 
her religion before he cau marry her.• .. 

• Census Report, 1901. 
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By far the ·greater majority of the Muhammadans in Burdwi.n 
are Sunnis of the Hanifa sect, but in some parts of the district, 
more particularly in Katwa, theW ahabis havtl gaint>d a large num• 
her of adherents, and the higher class Muhammadans are often 
Shiahs. The unreformed, Muhammadans of the lower and un~­
educatFld classes are deeply infected with Hindu superstitions, and 
their knowledge of the faith they profess seldom extends beyond 
the three cardinal doctrines of the unity of God, the mission of 
Muhammad and the truth of the Koran. The veneration of Pirs 
and Saints is common among them, and many pilgrims frequent 
the more famous shrines and make offerings of 'sweetmeats, eto., 
in order that the Pir-may look with favour upon them and grant 
them the fulfilment ol their desires. One of the most famous of 
such shrines is that of Pir Bahram whose tomb is shown in 
Burdwan. lie is mentioned in the Memorandum :Book of Khusgo 
in the following note, "Hajrat Haji Bahram Sekka was a native 
of Turkestan. He belonged to the :Bayet sect of Musalmans "; 
he is also noticed in the Memorandum Book of Nudrat. 
Tradition relates that he was at one time a water-carrier in the 
streets of Mecoa and Na.faf. The dato of his death aa engraved 
on the tombstone is 970 Hizri. Two other famous Pirs are Badr­
Siiheb and Majlis Saheb who are r£ga.rded by Muhammadans and 
Hindus alike as the patron Saints of Kalna. '!'heir tombs stand 
onlthe river bank, and are worshipped equally by the followers of 
both religions, the commonest offerings being sma11 clay horses 
which are surposed to signify the horse sacrifice which is so 
common in ancient Indian history. - ·- : · 

The animists are almost entirely re-presented by the SantAlA; Animiat•~ 
the side drift of the great immigration northwards, who are foun·d : 
almost entirely in the Asansol subdivision. The following brief · 
acoount of their religious beliefs is condensed from that given in 

· the Bankura Gazetteer. The religion. of the Santals is of a 
primitive nature, its main feature being sacrifices made to a 
number of vill•tge and household deities. The v1l1age deities are 
usually supposed to resid·a in trees, The househl)ld deities reside 
in a little apartment reserved for them in every boose; however 
small. Grain and other articles are st.ored here, but .it is a sacred 
spot; all the household sacrifices being made at the entrancQ to it,­
and no female from any other house may even enter it. The­
names of the household deities are kept secret and are known only 
to· the head of the family. Generally among the village deities 
the spirit of the founder of the village, and, among the family 
4eities, those of departed ancestors, are worshipped. Chickens, 
goat& and sometimes even cows ue . sacrificed : · the flesh pf 

:a2 



02 .BV}tDWAN. · 

the animals-is 'consumed· by the sacri6cers anc! the friends, and the 
_feast ia alm9s~ invariably accompanied by drinking and dancing. 
>·.A btrung belief in witchcnft is firmly e$tabliahed, and the 
JAn, ·or: wit~h d~otor, whose aid in oases of misfortun9 is always 
invoked, is a person of great importanqe and power. The Jin 
also has the power of divining from· sal leaves, but the secret of 
his grea~ness lies in the fact that he is a spirit medium and that 
his pronouncements are m!:Lde when he is under intense spiritual 
influence: He is often resorted to not only by Sa.ntaJs, but 
also by ]ow-caste Hindus,. mao.y of whom firmly believe in his 
power of casting out the demon of cholera from any village that 
·may be attacked. 

Biudcism. ' · Burdwan, with its large contingent of h!gh caste BrAhmans, 
has .from pre-historic times been a stronghold of Hinduism. But 
the pure and lofty faith of the Aryan invad~rs here, as elsewhere 

· iri the bwer vailey, h!ls been corrupted by the superstitions of the 
animistic fO.CPS wb.'orn they conquered, and the popular religion 
exhibits in- consequence a marked mi~ture of the Animism of 
the aboriginals and the Monotheism of the higher race. M11ch 
of the demon worsi:ip and of that propiti·1tion of . malignant 
power which is now so marked a feature of the worship of Siva. 
and Kali was undoubtedly borrowed from the abJrigiua!s, and, 
as Hunter has pointed out, whateV(Jr mythol<~gy Siv:~. or Rudra 
may_ originally hwe belonged to, there o1n be no doubt that l:;iva 
worship as performe:l by the lower classes in Lower Ben~al is the 
reversA_ of the Aryan spirit of devotion, and represents the super­
stition of the bla6k races. Yet this is the ·only form of raligion 

. 'which has now any hold on the lower classes, and it is Siva and 
his more_ terrible wife Kali who are invoked by the people in all 
t_imes of trouble or _pecessity. 

iaktlSre; . _ · ~ Siva-worship or Saktism (Sanskrit Sakti) ;the worship of power 
or _energy, is based on· the worship of the active-producing 
principle (Prakriti) as manifested in one or other of the goddess 
wives of Siva ( D urga, Kali, Parvati), the female energy or Saktl 
of the primordial male, Purusha. or Siva.. Tile object of the 
worship, is the !Lcquisition of magical and supernatural powers 
through ~hf> help of the goddess, or the destruction of enemies 
through her co-operation. In this cult the various forces of 
nature are deified under separate personalities, which are known 
as the divine mothers or Matrigiln. The ritual to be observed, 
the sacrifices to be offered, and the mantras, or magic texts, to 

_be ~ttered, in order to secure the effioaoy of the worship and 
to procure the fulfilment of the worshipper's desire, are lai<f' 
down in a series of religious writings known as Tantras. The . 
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Mntral idea of these books is to identify all force , with the 
female principle in nature, and to inculcate the exclusive adJLira­
tion of Siva.'s wife as the source of every kind o£ supernatural 
faculty and mystery. The cult is supposed to have originated 
in East Bengal or Assam about the fifth century .. , Kali is said 
to be the same as Durga, but she can assume any number of 
forms at the same time. The characteristic of Durga is benefi­
cence, while Kali is terrific and blood-thirsty, as the following 
translation from on.e of the sacred books of this cult will show. 
"A Kaulika (i.e., a Sakta} should worship Kali who lives amongst 
dead bodies: who is terrible and has fearful jaws : whQ has 
uncombed hair and a glowing tongue: who constantly drinks 
blood: who stands over her husband Maha-Kala and wears a 
garland of skulls on her blood-besmeared throat: who has 
prominent breasts : who is waited on by all the Siddhas as well 
as by the Siddhis. '' • 

In the K.lilika Puran the immolation of human beings is 
recommend~d, and numerous animals aro enumerated as 
mita.ble for sacrifice. At the present time pi6eons, goats and 
mo:-e rarely, buffaloes, are the usual victims at the shrine 
of. the goddess. The ceremony commences with the adoration· 
of the sacrtficial axe ; various mantras are recited, and the 
animal is then decapitated at one stroke. As soon as the 
head falls to the ground, the votaries rush forward and 
smear their foreheads with the· blood of the victim. ' The 
great occasion for these sacrifices is during the three days of 
the Durga Puja. The opposition between S~ktism and Vedio 
Hinduism is expressly, stated in the Mahanirvana Tantra ~_!lere 
it is said that the mantras contained in . the Vedas ara now 
devoid of all en~rgy and resemble snakeoi deprived of their 
venom. In the Satya and other ages they w~re effective, but in 
the Kali Yuga they are, as·it were, dea~l.t . _ 

Modern Vaishnavism, as preached by Chaitanya, represents a Vaishna­

revulslon agaio.st the gross and d<Qbasing religion of the Tintras. Yism. _ 

Ohaita.nya. was a Baidik Brahman and was born in N aba.dvip 
(Nadia) in 1484 or 1485,, some two yea1·s before Luther. His 
father was an orthodox Brahman named J agannath Misra. 
Various legends have grown up about his birth-and childhood. 
lie was thirteen months in the womb. Soon after his birth 
a nun1ber of holy men, including Advaita, his :future disciple, 
arrived at the house of his parents to do homage to ·the 
child, and to 'Present him with- ofierings. In his childhood, 
• • :M.Jnier Williams' Religious Lifd and Thought in India. 

t Bengal Censu• Report, 1901. 
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like the· young' Krishna~ he took part in all boyish sports and 
yet rapidly acquired a complete knowledge of Sanskrit purinaa 
and literature. His favourite study was the Bhagavata-purina 
aud the Bhll.gavad-gita. He married twioe, his first wife having 
died from snake-bite, and at the age ef twenty-five resolved to 
abandon all worldly connections and give himself up to a 
religious life.· Accordingly he commenced a series of pilgrim­
ages. His· travels occupied six years and he is known to have 
visited the most celebrated shrines of India, including Benares, 
Gaya, Mathura, Srirangam, and ultimately the temple of J agln· 
natli at· Pori. Having thus prepared l:imself for his mission he 
addressed him~elf to the work of preaching and propagating 
his own idea of the Vaishnava creed and, after making many 
converts, appointed his two disciples Advaita and Nityananda. 
to preside over his disciples, living for the rest of his. life at 
Puri. He preached mainly in Central Bengal and Orissa, the 
towns of Ka.twa. and· Kalna. in this district being particularly 
favoured by him. His doctrines found ready acceptance amongst 
large numbers of the people, especially amongst those who were 
still, or hs.'l only recently been, Buddhistfl. This was due 
mainly to the fact that he ignored caste and drew his followers 
from all sources, so much so that even Muhammadans followed 
him. 'fhe first principle he inculcated was that all the faithful 
.worshippers were to be treated as equala. "The mercy of 

·. God," sa.id Cha.itanya, "regards neither tribe nor family." 
He preached vehemently against the immolation of animals 
in sacrifice and the use of animal food and stimulants, and taught 
that t\e true road to s!llvation hy in Bhakti, or fervent devotion to 
God. "He recommended 1-l.a.dha worship and tanght that the love 
felt by her for Krishna was the best form of devotion. ' Thou art 
doa.r to my heart, thou art part of my soul,' said a young man to. 
his loved one, 'I love thee, but why I know not.' So ought 

· the worahipper to love Krishna and worship him for his sake 
·,only. Let him offer all to God and expect no remuneration. 
He acts like a trader who asks for a. return." Such are the words 
of a modern exponent of .. Chaita.nya's teaching. The acceptable 
offerings are flowers, money and the like, but the great :form 
of worship is that of the sankirtan or procession of wor~h!ppers 
rlaying and singing. A peculiarity of Chaitanya.'s cult is that 
the post of spiritual guide or Gosain is not confined to Brahmans, 
and sPvera.L of the best known belong to the Baidya ca~te. 
1'hey are all of them descended from the le!lding men of 
Chaitanya.'s immediate entourage. The holy places of the cult• 
are Nabadvip, Chaitanya's birth-place, and, in a still greater 



degree, Brindaban, the scene . of Krishna's sports with the 
milk-ma.ids, which Oha.itanya. and his disciples reclaimed 
from jungle, and where he personally identified the various 
sacred spots, on which great shrines have now b~:en erected. At 
.N a bad vip the most import mt shrines are in the keeping of 
Brahmans who are themstllves staunch Saktas. 

In course of time the followe:rs of Chaitanya. split into two 
bodie11, those who rettLined., and those who rejeote·l, caste. The 
latter, who are also kn •wn as Jat Baishtams or Bairagis, consist 
of recruits from all castes, who p1 ofes:~ to interm!l.rry freely 
amongst themselves. Except for the. fact that outsi1ers are 
still admitted, they form a. community very similar to the 
ordinary Hindu caste. Its reputa•ion at the presPnt day is 
tami8hed by the fact that most of its new recruits have joined 
owing to loYe intrigues, or because they have been turned out of 
their own ca~te, or for some other sordid motive. Those who have 
retained their caste and are merely Vaishnavas by sect are, of 
cour~e. in no way connAoted with tbe Jat Baishtams just desciibed, 
and their rfligion is, on the whole, a far purer one than that cf the 
Sa.kt~ts. The stricter Vai~bnavas will have nothing to do with 
Saktism a11d are vege~arians. hut amongst the Bagdis and other low· 
clasRes. many of the professed followers of the sect will fret:ly eat 
anical foor\ and fol.ow io. the Durga procession, though they will 
not on_any:aocount be present when the sacrifices are offered up.• .. 

The largest aboriginal substratum of the population consists Religion• 
of the Bagdh and Bauris, of ·whom the former have been beliefs of 

ad :nit ted within the pale of Binduis111, while the latter are. still !~t::wer 
outside it and are regarded by all orthodo.t Hindus u.s unmitigated 
chuars. The Bigd1s worship Siva, Vishnu, Dharmaraj, Durga, the 
Saktis a.:1d the myriad names of the moderu Hindu Pantheon in 
a more or less intelligent fashion under the guidance of degraded 
(p'ltit) Brahmans. But together with these greater gods -we 
find the San tal goddess, Gosain Era and Barapahari, "the great 
mountain" {Marang Buru) of the same tribe. According to the 
Bigdis themselves their favourite and characterif.tio deity ·is 
Munasa, the sister of the snake king Vasuki, the wife: . .af Jarat 
Karu and mother of Astika, whose intervention saved the human 
race from destruction by Janmejaya.. 

The Bauris prof£·ss to be Hindus of the .Sakta sect, but in 
Western BeogaJ, at any rate, their conneo~ion with Hinduism is 
of the slenderest kind, and thtir favourite objects of .worship 
are Manas&, Bhadu, :Mansingh; Bllrapa.hari, Dharmaraj and· 

• :Monier Willia;na• Religious I.ife and Thought in India •. 
Bengal Census Report, 1901, 
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Kudrasini. Goats are sacrificed to Minsingh, and fowls to 
Barapahari. Pigs, fowls, rice, sugar and ghi are ofiere:l to 
Kudrasini- on Saturrlays at the dkhra, or dancing place, of the 
village through the medium of a Bauri priest, who abstains from 
flesh or fish on the day preoedir g the ~orifice. The priest gtlts 
as his fee the fowls that are ofiered and the head or leg of the 
pig; the worshippe~s eat the rest. In Western Bengal Bauris 
have not yet attained to the dignity of having Brahmans of 
their own. Their priests are men of their own caste, termed Lava 
or Degharii, some of whom hold land rent-free, or at a nominal 
rent, as remuneration for their services. The headman of the 
village (paramanik) may also officiate as priest . 

. Manafii. Of all the snake godlings, Manasa, the snake goddess, in 
Bengal Proper at least, holds the foremost place, and her_ worship 

·is • conducted with great pomp and circurnstance by both Bagdis 
and Bauris who claim that it secures immunity from snake-bite. · 
Popular tradition makes her the mother of Astika M uni, the sister 
of the snake king Vasuki and the wire of J arat Karu Muni, but 
she is also known as Bi~hahari and is worshipped by Hindus of 
all castes in order to secure immunity from 's~ake-bite. It is said 
that if her worship is neglected some one in the family is certain 
to die of snake-bite. She is worshipped in various forms. Some­
times a simple earthen pot is marked with vermilion and placed 
under a tree, where clay snakes are arranged round it and a 
trident is driven into the ground ; sometimes the plant called 
after he_r is taken as her emblem, and sometimes an image of a 
emall four-armed female of yellow colour, her feet resting on a 
goose, a cobra in each hand and a tiara of snakes upon her head. 
Rams and he-goats are sacrificed in her honour, and rice, sweet­
meats, fruit and flowers are ·also offered. Yost families have a 
shrine dedicated to her in their homes, and sometimes a separate 
room is set apart for her. On the Dasahara day a twig of the 
Manas&. :rlant (Euphorbia ligularia) is planted in the courtyard 
and worshipped on the fifth day of the moon, the Nagpanohami 
day. "It is thrown into the water when the image of Durga is 
immersed at the Durgi Puja. Manasa is also worshipped on the 
last day of the solar month of Sraban and Bhadra. Songs about 
the goddess are sung, especially those recounting her dealings 
with Chand Sadigar, a merchant of Gandhabanik caste, which are 
said to be based on a legend found in the Padma PurAn. 
Amongst th~ higher castes the worship is performed by Brahmans, 
but the Haria, Bauris and Doms perform the ceremony themselvAs. 

The following account of the origin of this worship is giveif 
by Mr. R. C. Dutt :-"The semi-lfinduized aborigines may 
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take to themselves the credit of having added some godheads to 
the Hindu Pantheon, and the goddess of Manasa is perhaps 
the most_ remarkable instance. Hindu gods ard rather _revered 
and venerated even by the advanced semi-aboriginals than actu­
ally worshipped; but Mina.sa is universally worshipped by the 
most ba.ckw~rd as well as the advanced semi-aborigines of 
Western Bengal, and the worship is continued_for days together, 
and is attended with much pomp and rejoicing, and singing in 
the streets. The fact of the introduction of this aboriginal 
worship among Hindus is crystallized in the story of _Chand 
SaudA.gar, and is handed down from generation to generation. 
It is said that the t:;audagar refused to worship that goddess iill 
his trade was ruined acd his dearest child was killed by snake­
bite on his marriage day; thAn, and then only was the merchant 
compelled to recognize the power of the ~na.ke goddess. It_ is sig~ 
nificant, too, that the place which is pointed out as the site of this 
occurrf\nce is near the Damodar river, which may be considered 
as the boundary line between the first Hindu settlers of Bengal 
and the aborigines. At what period the worship of Manasa 
crossed their boundary line and spread among the Hindus cannot 
be ascertained ; but up to the present day the worship of this 
goddess among Hindus is tame, compared to the universal 
rejoicing and enthusiasm with which she is worshipped by her 

' ancient followers, the present semi-Hinduized aborigines.''• 
Both Bagdis and Bauris wor~hip Dharmaraj, but the cult is Dharma· 

not confined to them and ·his shrines are common all over West raj. 
Bengal. By some Dharmara.j is regarded as Yama and by others 
as the Sun. Some again consider him to be the god of snakes, and 
some a form of Siva or Vishnu: He is usually worshipped by a low 
caste priest, often a. Dom or a Bagdi. As a rule, he is represented 
by a eh'lpeless stone daubed with vermilion and placed under a tree, 
but h~ is sometimes worshipped in the form of a tortoise. He is 
frequently believed to possess certain curative powers and his 
priests administer medicines as specifics for various diseases. 
Hogs, fowls and ducks are sacrificed before him, and offerings are 
made of. rice, flowers, milk and pachu:ai." The worship takes place 
in the months of Baisakh, J aishta and l.sarb, on the day of the 
full moon, and in some places on the last day of Bhadra. AU 
castes, even Brahman!!, make --offerings through the medium of 
the officiating priest. · 

The worship of Dharma is believed by Mabam.ahopadhyaya · 
IIara Prasad Sastri to be a corrupt form of Buddhism. The 
'Triters of Tantrik compilations among the Hindus, he says, 

41 '!'he Aboriginal Element in tbe Population of Bengal, Calr,utta ReV?"e111, 1832. 
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incorporated as many of the Tintrik Buddhist divinities as they 
could possibly do without jeopardizing their reputation for 
orthodoxy. But there were still divinities, to whom even with 
their won,ierf~l power of adaptation, they could not venture to give 
a place in_ the Pantheon, and one of theta js Dharma. Originally 
Dharma.. was the second person in the Butldhist Trinity, but the 
term came to be applied to the worship of stiipas, the visible 
emblem or Buddhism to the ignorant multitude. '' Dharma 
worship remained confined to the lowest cbsses of the people-the 
dirtiest, meanest and most illiterate classes. All the low~st forms 
of worship rejected by the Brahmans gradually rallied round 
Dharma, and his priest~S throughout Bengal enjoy a cerhiu con· 
sideration which often excites the envy of their highly-placed 
rivals the Brahmans, who, though hating them with a genuine 
hatred, yet covet their earllings wherever tLefe are considerable; 
and there are instances in which the worship of Dharma has 
passed into Brahman hands, and has been, by them, transformed 
into a manifestation either of Siva or of Vishnu." 

After recapity.lating the argumeuts by which he identifies 
Dharma worship as a survival of Buddhism, the Pa£Jdit goes on 
to ~ay :-"The Dharma worshippers are fully aware that Dharma 
is not an inferior deity, he is higher than Vishnu, higher than 
Siva, higher than Brahm& and even higher than Parvati. His 
position is, indeed, as exalted as that of Brihma in Hindu 
philosophy. In fact, one of the books in honour of Dharma 
gives an obscure hint that the wo:rk has been written with the 
object of establishing the Brahmahood of Dharma. The reprJsen­
tation of Dharma in many places is a tortoise. Now a tortoise is 
a miniature representation of a stiipa with five niches for £ve 
Dhyani Buddhas. At Salda in Bankura an image of .Buddha. in 
meditative posture is still actually worshipped as Dharma. The 
worshippers of Dharma are unconscious of the fact that they are 
the eurvivors of a mighty· race of men, and that they have 
inherited th(lir religion from a glorious past.''" 'fo this it may be 
added that at the presevt day the image of Dharma is generally 
found in the houses of low-caste people, and that a popular saying 
is .Dharma nich1gami, i.e., Dharma favours the low. At the 
same time Dharma is offered cooked food even by a Brahman. 
· The· worship of the village and household gods ·is very 
pr~valent among the lower classes. These are called the Gramya 
Devata. ·and .are worshipped on the occasion of every religious 
ceremony, &t1d also on special occasions, for instance_ whe:1 disease 
breaks out_ or a newly-built house is or.cupied for the fi,rst time=. 

* Bengal Census Report, 1901. 
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The landlord of the village celebrates pu;~ usually under ··a 
pipal or banyan tree, while each ryot performs his own oeremoriy 
at home. Sometimes a Brahman officiates, but frequently the 
people conduct the worship themselves. 

"On the plains, the• village god has ever been an object of 
veneration with the low castes of mixed descent, rather than of 
the Brahmans, and in many places the worship has alt.ogetber 
died out among the higher ranks. At the beginning of this 
century, however, Buchanan found it existing flverywhere 
throughout the north-western districts of Lower Bengal. 'The 
vulgar,' he says, 'have never been entirely able to abandon the 
worship of the village deities, and imitate their ancestors either 
by making such ofierings as before mentioned (betel, red-lead; 
rice, water) to an anonymous deity, undor whose protection they 
suppose their village to be, or call by that name various ghosts 
that have become objects of worship, or various of the Hindu 
Devata!. The ghosts, in fact, and the others called village 
deities, seem to be the gods most usually applied to in cases of 
danger by all ranks, and their favour is courted with bloody sac­
rifices and other offerings. · They are not in general represented 
by images, nor have they temples; but the deity is represented. 
by a lump of clay, sometimes placed under a tree, and provided 
with a priest of some low tribe.' Several of these village gods 
are older than the Aryan settlement, being deified personages 
sprung from the aboriginal tribes, whose distinctive nationality 
has been fo1gotten for ages in the districts where their represent­
ative men are still worshipped. Everywhere the ceremonies bear 
the stamp of the old superstitious terrors, and tho carnivorous, 
gluttonous habits of the black races •. · Indeed, Buchanan we_ll 
describes them as' sacrifices made partly from fear, and partly to 
gratify the appetite for flesh'. The fierce aboriginal instincts, 
even in· the mixed castes, who. approach nearest to· the Aryans, 
and accept in a greater degree than ·their neighbo1;1rs the 
restraints of Hinduism, break loose on such festivals: and 
cowherds have been seen to feed voraciously on swine-flesh, 
which at all other times they regard with abhorrence." • 

Biigdi 
Bauri 
hri\bman 
S11dgop 
Goilii 
Aguri 

... 197,000 

... 113,000 

... 109,000 

... lt6,000 
... 70,000 
... 66,000 

The· mRrginal table shows the strength C.& sorEs 

of the different tribes and castes, ·number· ~~BE~ • 
ing over 60,000. · Ethnically there i~ a · 
wide difference between the A sun sol sub-
division and the rest of the distriot. In 
Asansol the lowest ·stratum of· the. popula.:-

tlon to be found are the Bauris, but even within the last 

• Hunter's "Annals of Rural Bengal." 
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century this tract was an unpeopled wilderness; the haunt.. of 
thieves and banflitti, and it is only since the discoveries of 
coal that it has become settled country. The deltaic portion 
of the district was perhaps t.he seat of the oldest civilization 
in Bengal; the ~~boric,inal element heJe is. represented by the 
Dagdis who, according to Mr. Oldham, are descended from 
the Milli _and were once the ruling race. Of the various castes 
noted above it is unnecessary to· give any further special de­
scription of the Goalas. The Brahmans of Burdwan, however, 
and the Sadgop and Aguri castes, which are peculiar to the 
district, deserve further mention, while the Bagdis and Bauris 
as representing the aboriginal element in the population are also 
interesting. 

The Rarhi Brahmans derive their name from Rarh, the 
Brahmans. high-lying alluvial tract on the west bank of the river Bhagirstthi. 

Their claim to be of comparatively pure Aryan descent is to some 
· extent borne out by the results of anthropometric • enquiries. 
According to current tradition Adisura, or Adisvara, king of 
Bengal, early in the eleventh century A.D., finding the 
Brahmans then settled in Hen gal too 'ignorant to perform for him 
certain Vedio ceremonies, appl:ed tu the Haja of Kanauj for pr.ieetts 
thoroughly conve~sant with t!:le sacred ritual of the Aryans. In. 
answer to this request five Brahmans of Kanauj were sent to him: 
Bhatta Narayana of the Sandilya. section or gotra; Daksha of 
the Kasyapa. gotra; Vedagarva or Vidagarbha. of the Vatsa qotra, 
or as other accounts ea.y, from the family of Bhrigu ; Chandra or 
Chhanda.ra of the Savarna. gotra, and Sriharsa of the Dha.ra.dwAja. 
gotra. They brought with them their wives, their sacred fire and 
their sacrificial implem~nts. · It is said that Adisura. was at first 
disposed to treat them with· scanty respect, but he was· soon 
compelled to acknowledge his mistake and to beg the Brahmans 
to forgive him. He then made over to them five popul~us 
villages, where they lived for a year. Althougll the immigrant 
Brahmans brought their wives with them, tradition says that ~hey 
contracted second marriages with th& women of Bengal, and that 
their children by the latter were the ancestors of the Barendra 
Brihmans. 

By the middle of the eleventh century, when Balla! Sen, the 
second of the Stn kings of Bengal, instituted his famous enquiry 
into the personal endowments of the Rarhi Bra.hmans, their 
numbers seem to have increased greatly. They are represented 
as divided into 56 gains, or headships of villages, which wer1 
reeerved for them, and might not be encroached upon by 
Bribmans of other orders. Tradition. is silent concerning the 
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precise method in which Ballal Sen carried out his somewhat in. 
quisitorial measures. If seems, however, to be certain that some 
kind of inquiry into the nine characteristic qualities was held 
under his orders, and that the kul or social and 'ceremonial 
standing of each famil1 was determined accordingly~ Some 
say that twenty-two gains were raised to the highest distinction. 
La.kshm!ina Sen discarded fourteen g1i1u on account of their 
misconduct, and thAy become ga!Ma Kulins, an order which bas 
now disappeared. Nineteen families belonging to the other eight 
gains were made Kulins. The other families of these eight- gains 
were lost sight of. rrhus two classes of grades of sacerdotal 
virtue were f,,rmed :-( l) the kuUn, b9ing those who had obs~rved 
the entire nine coun3e~s of perfection; {2) the s1·ctriya, who, 
though regular students of the Vedas, had lost avritti by inter­
marrying with f~:~.milies of inferior birth. The Srotriya wore -
again subd!vid£d into Siddha or perfect, Sadhya or capable of 
attaining purity, and Kashta or difficult. The last named group 
was also called Ari, or enemy, because a Kulin marrying a _ 
daughter of that group was di11graced. The relations of these 
three cla!!ses in respect of marriage were regulated by the 
principle laid down in the Institutes of .Manu for members­
of the three twice-born castes, ·a principle now generally 
known as hypergam.l/. This 8ingular and artificial organiza. 
tion deranged the natural balance of the sexes, ~nd set up a 
vigorous competition for husbands among the women of the 
higher groups. 

. The invasion of Bengal by the M uhamma.dans and the 
instant collapse of the Hindu kingdom was not without its 
effect upon the matrimonial organiza.tion of the Rarhi Brahmans. 
Balla.l Sen's reforms had been imposed upon the caste by the 
order of a Hindu ruler, and their observance depended upon the 
maintenance of his supervising authority. When_ this check was 
removed, the system could no longer hold. together, and soon 
showe1 signs of breaking up completely. Artificial restrictions 
had been introduced; the natural balance of the sexes had been. 
disturbed, and a disastrous competition for husbands had set in 
among the three original groups. New and 'inferior groups had. 
sprung up, and their natural ambitions still further swelled the .. -... 
demand fl)r Kulin husbands. The pressure of. necessity soon 
showed itself too strong for the rules. Poor K ulins sold their 
.family rank and honour for the bridegroom-·price, -which had 
taken the place of the bride-price of earlier times; tliey added. to 
tae number of their wives without regard· to .the· respectability 
o£ the fami1ies from which they came; ·and ~hey rafsed their pi-foes 

... 
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as the supply ·of suitable husbands diminished, and competition 
ran higher for a Kulin bridegroom. · · 

The reforms undertaken in the fourteenth century by Devi 
Vara, a ghatak or genealogist of J essore, extended only to the 
Kul!ns. These were divided into three. grades- (1) Swabhava or 
original Kulins, (i1) Bh11.nga, (tii) Bansaja. The Swabhava grade 
was further subdivided into 36 mels, or endogamous gronps; each 
bearing the name of the original ancestor of the clan or of his 
village. This restriction of the marriageJ of Kulins to their own 
mel was the_ leading feature of Dt:vi Vara's reform. Its principle 
was adopted and extended, it is believed, by the Knlins them­
selves, in the singular arrangement known as Palti-Prakriti, or 
preservation of the type, by which families of equal rank were 
formed into triple groups, as it were, for matrimonial purposes, 
and bound to observe a sort of reciprocity. 

Meantime th9 rush of c:>mpethion for Kulin husbands on the 
part of Bhanga, Bansaja and Srotriya classes was as strong as 
before, while the_proportionate number of pure Kulins had been 
r~duced by the loss of those who' had become Bhangas and 
Bansajas, In order to dispose of the surplus of women in the 
higher groups, polygamy was introduced, and was resorted to on 
a very large scale. It wa.s popular with the Kulins because it 
enabled them to make a hBndsome income by the acrid,mt of their 
birth; and it was accepted by the parents of the girls concerned 
as offering the only means of complying with the requirements 
of the Hindu religion. Tempted by a. pan, ~or premium, which 
often reached the sum of two thousand rupees, SwJ.bhava Kulins 
made light of their kul and its obligations, and married Bansaja 
girls, whom they left after the ceremony to be taken care of 
by their parents. Matrimony became a. sort of profession, and 
the honour of marrying a. d!\ughter to a Bhanga. Kulin is said to 
have been so highly valued in Eastern Bengal that as soon as a 
boy was ten years olJ. his friends began to discuss his matrimonial 
pro8pects, and bef"Jre he was twenty he had bt:lcome the husband of 
many wive~ or ages varying from five to fifty.• 

With the· spread of education among the upper classes of 
Ben"al an a iva nee in soci11l morality has been made and the 
gros:er forms of polygamy have fallen into di•repute.- But the 
artificial organization of the ca~te still presses hard on a Kulin 
father who is unlucky enough to have a large family of daughters. 
These must be married before they attain puberty, or disgrace 
will fall on the family, and three generations of ancestors will 
be dishonoured. But a Kulin bridegroom can only be obtaine~ 

• Riale;y's Tribes and Castes of Bengal. 
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by paying a heavy premium, many of the mels instituted by 
Devi Varo. have died out, and in such casas, reciprocal ·marriage 
being no longer possible, the Pon of n. family left without a 
corree:ponding mel must marry the only . daughter of a widow; 
while the daug~ter of a K~lin widow, for whom no hueband of 
equal birth can be procured, may be m!l.rried to a Srotriya, and 
a prtlmium accepted without endangering the family prestige.• 

A~ has already been noticed in Chapter II, Gopbhiim, the Sadgopa. 

furthest headland of the promontory from Central India which 
juts into the district, was formerly the seat of a Sadgop dynasty 
of whiC'h some traces are still exta.11t. According to Mr. John. 
Boxwell, " Sad gop " is nearly pure Sanskrit, a tatsama,. and 
probably a modern name: it means "good ·cowherd". .The 
~adgops are supposed to have separated frum the yoalds by 
abandoning past:>ral pursuits and taking exclusively to agri· 
culture, and their separation iuto two sub-castes-Pasohim 
Kuhga and Purba Kuliga. living to the west and east of the 
Bhagirathi-is referred by tradition to the time of Ballal Sen. 
It is doubtful, however, whether tbis theory of their origin is 
correct. T11e Sadgops are undoubtedly a modern caste, and 
their r£alm Gopbhiim could not have been ancient. Th~>y have--
no counterpart in Hindustan; they are not widely diffused 
and all thA scattered members of the caste refer back to (:lop· 
bhiim. They now utterly repudiate connection with the goala, 
and with the profession of cow-herding or milking. i'hough 
they must have been Gops before they were Sadgop, and 
though Gopbhiim is more p.:Hstoral than agricultural, they as~:~ert 
that_ they were the lords, not the atten.:lants, of cattle, and 
the only profession they acknowledge for themselves is agri. 
culture. Thf>y actually stand at the hE·ad o£ the Bengal agri. 
cuhural ca~tes, but their prl:ltension to head the Nabasakh, or 
nine c:hief Sudra castes, who interchange the hukah, is contested 
by the 'l'elis .. The ~a.dgop,. nevertheless, pretend to rank with 
the Ka.yastha, and, like them, take the surname Ghosh, which 
is burne, too, by some goaias. i'hey have not yet, however, 
like some of the Bengal KRyasthas, claimed Kshatriyahood. in 
the sense that it is now being claimed, att merely the next rank 
to the Brahmans. Nor can they be thought quite analogous 
to the Kayastht.ts in view of the infinitely wider diffusiun, purer 
Aryan blood, and known antiquity of the latter. 1.'he clost-st 
actual analogy that can be found to them are the Aguri. -
whose formation and recentness are known. But the con• 
elusion that the Brahmans have had much to do with the . . 

• ;j;UsleJ"• ~)'ibes '-Ud C~te• of BeiJia.l, 
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Sadgop is irresistible. In no other way can the large mixture of 
Aryan blood as shown by the occurrence among the Sadgop 
of so 'lllany individuals with the large bones, fine frames, acquiline 
features and carriage of the Brahmans, be accounted for. The 
only Aryans in the small locality conrerned must have been the 
Brihmans or the Kayastha. If the latter, we tan know from 
other instances that the status of the Sadgop could not be so 
high as it is. In a country like Gopbbiim, the largest class of 
servants and attendants on the conquering Brilhmans must have 
been cowherds· and- milkmen. The conjecture that the Sadgop 
have sprung from the Brahmans and the earlier goalaa would 
account for all, the peculiarities to be noticed among them­
their Aryan blood and their h;gh social po:dtion, their position 
in Gl)pbhum as a dynasty, and their name. Their repudiation 
of all connection with the modern goala would be further 
accounted for by the very humble or degraded position of the 

. latter. The Sad gop do not claim to represent even the legendary 
Gops and Gopis. Whether their genesis was actually in 
Gopbhiim or Gopbhiim took its name from them, is immaterial.. · 

One curious custom of the caste may be noticed. Sadgops 
will not eat pumpkin (/au) and dal in the month of Asarh, and 
by way of- accounting fur this pi'ohibition tell the abmrd story 
that they are descended from one Kalu Ghosh, who, being 
appoi~ted by one of the gods to look after hi3 cattle, killed and 
ate the sacred animals. Oddly enough, instead of being punished 
for his E·acrilege, his descendants, WhO thenceforth applied them• 
selves to cultivation,- were "permitted to rank above the children 
of the other brother, Mtirari Ghosh, who faithfully discharged 
his trust. · · · 

J.guris. The Aguri caste is peculiar to this ~istriot, and its chief 
settlement is the old deltaio. eoil between the great line of 
marshes to the. west of the Bhagira.thi · and the present 
boundary of Gopbhiim, in which the Sadgops are still the most 
prominent caste. The tract is -now the pargana Azmat ashihi, a 
name which indicates t}lat it was formed by the Mughals, and 
the prevalence ofthe Aguris in it points to its having formed part 
of the kingd.om. to· Gopbhiim. As usual, the unmixed s~otion 

· of the race is found clinging to the wild and uncultivated- portion 
of its country. For the A guris, by their own arimission, are 
the nroduot of unions betwt'en th~ Khetris of the house of 
Bttrd~an and the Sadgops of the Gopbhiim ·dynasty, and tito 
caste arose within .. the last two hundred years, if not :within a· 
still short~r period. Two hundred years ago was the era of the 
lhudwiilkhetris first assuming prominence. True to the policy ·of 
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the old Aryan invaders,_ or mere acqwrers of the soldier ca~te, they 
began to form 'alliances with the members of the royal race (it 
matters not whether purely aboriginal or semi or wholly 
Aryan, provided it was royal) with which they came in contact. 
The Khetris, however, had scarcely risen to the state of Rajas 
themselves when a combination of circumstances, ·which at 
this moment are influencing them, induced them to assert their­
exclusive character as an immigrant people from either Oudh or 
the Punjab, and not as settled inhabitants of Bengal. They 
have, throughout the last two hundred years, shown th.j.s anxiety 
to keep up by this means their connection with the other 
Khetris who are scattered throughout India. The consequence 
was that the Aguri caste, though esteemed highly respectable,. 
has never attained the full status of the Kshatriya, as it 
would have done, to judge from other examples, had its origin 
been less recent. Though its name Aguri is contracted from 
U graha-Khetri, or " the fierce Khetris " (probably in allusion to 
its semi-barbarous ancestors, the Sa.dgops of wild Gopbhiim), it is 
a distinctly cultivating caste. Its members, at least those of one 
section of the caste, wear the sacred thread, and assert their 
superiority over· the Sadgops from whom they have in part _ 
sprung, a pretension which, though scorned by the Sadgops, is 
practically admitted by other Hindus. • 

The Aguris are popularly believed to be the modern represen­
tatives of thA U gra or _U gra Kshatriyas .mentioned in Mann: · 
" from a Kshatriya. by a Sudra girl ~s born a c~eature . called an 
Ugra (cruel) which has a nature partaking both of Kshatriya and 
of Sudra and finds its pleasure in savage conduct." According to 
the same authority, their occupation is. "catching and killing 
animals that live in holes." They are distinctly, however, a 
cultivating class: many of · them hold estates and tenures of 
various grades, and the bulk of the caste are fairly prosperous 
cultivators. In 1872 they were almost peculiar to the territories 
of the Burdwa.n Raj, and it is clear that the Burdwan Khetri 
could have been the only Kshatdya. concerned in a development 
which appeared in a single estate in Bengal, ·though the text 
which accounts for it is over I ,800 years old, and refers to the 
Punjab. The Burd win Btii.hm~ns readily found the text when it 
was necessary to assign a. particular status to these new families. 
If popular rumour is to be credited, the Aguris still "find their 
pleasure in savage oonduot," for they are said to be extraordinarily 
short-tempered, and the criminal records ?f the ~istrict seem to sho_w 

* Oldham. Some Historio'\l and Ethnical Aspects ~f the Burdwiin district. 
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that in proportion to the number of the caste an unusual number 
of crimes of violence are laid to their charge. 

rauria. The Bauris are a low aboriginal caste ;.ho work as cultivators, 
agricultural labourers and palki-bearers. Traces of totem ism still 
sl!rvive in their reverence fvr the red-backed heron and the dog, 
and perhat>s in their strong objection to touching horse-dung. 
ThA heron is looked upon ns the emblem of the tribe, and may 
not be killed or molested on pain of expulsion from the caste. 
Dogs also are sacred, so much so that a Bauri will on no account 
kill a dog or touch a dead dog's body, and the water of n tank in 
which a dead dog has been drowned cannot be need until an 
entire rainy season has washed the impurity away. They 
themselves account for this custom by the ridiculous story that 
they thought it necessary that their caste should have some 
animal which should be as sacred to them as the cow is to the 
Brahman, and they selected the dog as it was a useful animal 
when alive and not very nice to eat when dead I 

Bauris admit into their caste metnbers of any caste higher 
than themselves in social standing. No regular ceremony is 
appointed for such occasions: the new member merely pays to the 
caste pat.eluivat a sum of mOI.Jfly, varying from Rs. 10 to Rs.l5 to 
be spent on a feast, at which, for the first time, he openly eats with 
his adopted caste brethren. The origin of this singular practice 
is per caps to be sought in the lax views of the Bauris on the subject 
of sexual morality. In other castes a woman who has an intrigue 
with an outsider is punished by expulsion from the caste; but 
Bauris not only allow their women to live openly with men of other 
castes, but rec,eive those men in their own community when, as 
frequently happens, they are outcasted by their own people for 
eating rice cooked by their mistresses. Divorce is easily 
obtained, and divorced wives may always marry again. 

The Bauris ·are addicted to strong drink, and, with few 
exceptions, are indifferent to the nice scruples regarding foorl which 
have so important a bearing on the status of the average Hindus; 
for they eat beef, pork, fowls, all kinds of fish, and rats. 
Nevertheless they pride themselves on not eating snakes and 
lizards; and it may be that this is connected in some way with the 
worship of the snake-goddess Manasa, who is supposed to preserve 
her worshippers from snake-bite. 

~agdia. The l3agdis are a cas'l:e of non-Aryan origin, who account for 
their genesis by a number of legends. One ol these is to the 
efiect that they originally came from Cooch Behar and were the 
offspring of Siva and Parvati, Bagdis practise both infant and 
p.dolt marria~e indiiieJ'entlr. In the case of ~rls who ar~ not 
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married ·in infancy, sexual license before marriage is virtually 
tolerated, it being understood that if a girl becomes pregnant, she 
will find some one to marry her. Like the Bauris, the Bagdis 
admit members of any higher caste into their circle, and the 
process of initiation is lik~ that already described in the case of 
the Bauris, except that a mnn admitted into the Dulia sub-caste 
has to take the palanquin or duli on his shoulder as a eign of his 
acceptance of their hereditary occupation. Most of the B agdis 
are to ~orne extent· engaged in agriculture, usually as korfd or 
under-raiyats, and comparatively few have attained the more 
reflpectable position of occupancy tenants. Large numbers work 
as landless day labourers, paid in cash or kind, or as nomadic 
cultivators, tilling other men's lands on the bhag-jot system, under 
which they are remunerated by a share of the produce. Their 
social rank is very low, and they are usually classed with Bauris 
and Bhuiyas as dwellers on the outskirts of Hinduism. Some 
Bagdis eat beef and pork, and most indulge freely in flesh of 
other kinds, and are greatly addicted to drink. Tentulia Bagdis, 
however, will not eat beef, and many members of this sub-caste 
have become Vaishnfivas and abstain from all sorts of flesh. A 
very iull account of both Bagdis and Bauris_ may be found in the 
Gazetteer of the Bankura district. 

A hundred years ago the undulating rooky c~untry to the soouL 
west was a vast wilderness, sparsely inhabited by savage and coNDI· 
aboriginal tribes, whose constant inroads upon the settled country TIONB. 

to the east were with difficulty kept in check by lines of forts 
along the Ajay and Damodar rivers. This country is now one 
of the busiest industrial tracts in India. The discovery of coal 
and iron, and the consequent rapid development of the factories 
at Raniganj, Barakar, Andal and Durgapur, and of the great 
railway centre at Asansol have called into existence an entirely 
new set of conditions, P.nd the interdependence between capital and. 
labour is here as fully established as in any of the manufacturing 
or mining centres of Europe. The largest land-owner in the 
Asansol subdivision at present is the Bengal Coal Company, and 
the great mass of the population depend for their livelihood on 
the collieries and factories which are dotted over the country. 

In the eastern or deltaic portion of the district social condi­
tions have~altered little of recent years. The railway has replaced 
the rivers as the great thoroughfare for trade, and the prosperity 
of such towns as Katwa and Kalna, which were formerly regarded 
as the ports of the district, has declined greatly in consequence. 
T~e population is still almost entirely agricultural. The district 
has always been regarded as one of- the most fertile and 
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prosperous in. Bengal, and, although it suffered severely from the 
terrible epidemic of fever between 1863 and 1873 and the famine 
of 1866, the recovery has been rapid and complete. The wealth 
of the district centres in the Maharaja of Burdwan, who is the 
proprietor of the greater portion of tl)e land and who also owns 
extensive estates in other parts of Bengal. There are no other 
great land-owners, and the under-tenure-holders such as patnidtJr1 
and darpatnidars, who hold their lands under a. perpetual lease 
and ~ithout liability to enhancement of rent, are as a rule far 
wealthier than the superior landlords. 

An excellent description of a typical Burd wan village may be 
found in "Bengal Peasant Life "• by the Revd. Lal Behat·i Day. 

" Kanchan pur is a large and prosperous village. There is a 
considerable Brahman population, the great majority of whom 
are of the Srotriya order. The Kayasthas; or the writer caste, are 
comparativaly few in number. U gra-Kshatriyas, or Aguris, as 

. they are called in common parlance, who are all engaged in 
a~icoltural pursuits, though less numerous than the Sadgopas, 
are an influential class in the village; while there is the usual 
complement of the medical caste, of blacksmiths, barbers, 
weavers, spice-sellers, oilmen, bagdis, domes, hadis and the rest. 

"Kanchanpur, like most villages in Bengal, has four divisions 
agreeably to the four cardinal pJints of the compass-the northern, 
the southern, the· eastern and the western. The village lies 
north and south, and the northern and southern divisions are­
much larger than the eastern and western. A large street runs 
north and Routh, straight as the crow flies, on which abut smaller 
streets and lanes from the eastern and western· divisions. The 
bulk of the houses a.re mud cottages thatched with tha straw: of 
paddy, though there is Q. considerable number of brick houses, 
owned, for the most part, by the Kayasthas and the banker caste. 
The principal street is lined on both sides by ranges of houses, 
either of brick or of mud, each having a compound, with nt least 
a tree ot two, such as the plum, mango, guava, lime or papaya, 
and the invariable plantain. Outside the village, the main street 
is extended nearly a quarter of a mile at each end, with rows on 
either side of the magnificent asvatha, the ficus reltgi'Gsa of 
botanists_ In the centre of the village are two temples of Siva, 
facing each other; one of them has a large colonnade, or rather 
polystyle, as there are no less than fonr rows of columns ; and 
thl' intervening space between the two temples is planted with the 
ostJatlla. There are other temples of Siva in other parts of the 

• ;Maemillau & Co., London, 190.2. • 
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village, but there is nothing about them worthy of remark. In 
the central part of each of the four divisions of the village there 
is a vafcula tree, the foot of which is built round. with solid 
masonry, raised three or four feet above the ground, in the form 
of a circle, in the centre o( which stands the graceful trunk. As 
the diameter of this circle is seldom less than twelve feet, a good 
number of people can easily sit on it, and you meet there, of an 
afternoon, the gentry of the village, squatting on mats or 
carpets, engaged. in discussing village politics, or in playing at 
cards, dice or the royal game of chess. 

There are not more than half-a-dozen shops in 'the village 
in these are -sold rice, salt, mustard-oil, tobacco and. other 
necessaries of Bengali life. The villagers, however, are supplied 
with vegetables, clothes, cutlery, spices and a thousand knick 
knacks, twice a week, from a hat, or fair, which is held on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays, on a plain on the south-western side." 

From the same authority is t~en the following d.escri{'tion 
of the ordinary well-to-do peasant's house:·-

" You enter Badau's house with your face to the east, through 
a small door of mango wood on the street, and you go at once 
to the uthan, or opeu yard, which is indispensable to the house 
of every peafilant in the country. On the west side ·of the yard_ 
stands the bara ghar, or the big but. Its walls, which are of 
mud, are of great thicknel!ls and the thatch, which is of the straw 
of paddy,. is more than a cubit deep. The hut is about sixteen 
cubits long and twelve cubits broad, including the verandah, which 
faces the yard, and which is supported by props of palmyra. 
It is divided into two compartments of unequal size, the bigger 
one being Badan's sleeping-room, and the. smaller one being the , 
store-room of the family, containing a number of .handis, or 
earthen vessels, filled with prl)visions. The verandah is the 
parlour or the drawing-room of the family. Their friends and 
acquaintances sit on mats. In.Badan's sleeping-room -are kept the 
brass vessels of the house and other valuables. There is no khat 
or bedstead in it, for Badan sleeps on the mud floor, a mat and 
a quilt stuffed with cotton interposing between his body· and 
mother earth. There is not much light in the room, for the 
tha.tch of the verandah prevents its admission, while there is but 
one small window high up on the wall towards the street. I need 
scarcely add that there is no furniture in the room-no table, no 
chairs, no stools, no almirah, no wardrobe, no benches; there is 
only in one corner a solitary wooden box. . 

• " On the south side c,£ the yard is a smaller hut whioh is used 
as a lumber-room, or rather as a tool-room, for_ keeping the._ 
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implements of husbandty. In the verandah of this little hut is 
placed the dhenki, or the rice~husking pedal. From this circums· 
tanoe the little hut is called dhenkisala (pedal-house), or more 
familiarly dhenskal. -

" In the south-east corner of the yar~ is another living hut the 
verandah of which serves the purpose of a. kitchen. From this 
latter circumstance it is called pa,ksala (cooking-house), but 
Badan and his family always called it by the more familiar name 
of ran_naghar. Th~ only other hut on the premises is the cow­
house, called gosala, or more familiarly. goal. Several large 
earthen tubs, called nands, which serve the purposes of troughs, are 
put on the floor, half buried in sma.ll mounds of earth, near which 
are stuck in the ground tether-posts of bamboo. In one comer 
is a sort of £re-place, where every night a fire, or rather smoke, 
o! cow-dung cakes is made, chiefly for the purpose of saving 
the bonne inmates from the bite of mosquitoes and fleas. The 
eastern side of the premises opens on a tank which supplies the 
family of Badan, as it. does other famili£1s in th-e neighbourhood, 
with water, not, indeed, for drinking, but f~r every other purpose ; 
the drinking water being obtained £rom one of the big tanks 
which are situated on the outskirts of the village. · 

" About the middle of the uthan, or yard, and near the cow­
house, is the granary of paddy, called go/a in other parts of the 
country, but in the Burdwan district invariably called marai. 
It is cylindrical in shape, made entirely of ropes of twisted straw, 
with a circular thatch on the top. It contains a quantity of 
paddy sufficient for the consumption of the family from one 
harvest to another. Not far from the granary is the palui, or 
straw stack, which is an immense pile of paddy-straw kept in the 
open air, ~o serve as fodder for cows and oxen for a. whole year. 

"Dehind the kitchen, and near the tank, is the sarkuda, or the 
dust-heap of the family, which is a large hole, not very deep, 
into which the sweepings of the yard, the ashes of the kitchen, 
the refuse of the cow-house,. and all sorts of vegetable matter, are 
thrown. This dust-heap, though somewhat hurtful in a sanitary 
point of view, is essentially necessary to our raiyat, as it supplies 
him with manure for his fields." 

· Village The principal village official met with in the district is the 
officialt~. mal gumdshta, a revenue officer appointed by the za.mindar to 

collect rents and grant receipts. lie is usually paid by a money. 
salary and is sometimes assisted by a jaujdari gumdshta whose 
duty it is to look after any case in which the landlord's interests 
are involved. The mandai, sometimes ~called mukhya, is ~e 
hereditary headman of the village. Formerly the mandai was 
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a person of great importance, and in old Sanskrit writings he is 
spoken of as the village king, but the re~pect now shown to him_ 
is a mere shadow of what it formerly was. His authority, how- · 
ever, is still recognized by offerings of betel and sweetmeats at 
pujas, and by the present Df a piece of cloth from the zamindar at 
the punya, or first rent-day of the year. Petty local disputes are 
decided by the mandai, and intercourse with the police is carried 
on through him. He may belong to any caste; and he is often 
a very illiterate mali. In some large villages there exist chaudkries 
whose business is to decide questions of price-currents, fix rates 
for cart-hire, etc., in return for which they receive an allowance 
from the shopkeepers ; formerly both mandals and chaudkriea 
received fees from the zamindar. 

Under the old municipal system of the Hindus a large number 
of watchmen were employed by each village for the protection of 
the persons and property of the community. · Village Bimdndara 
and kalshands were. charged with· the protection of the village 
crops and boundaries; pluin'dat·s and piuada.9, with the watch and 
guard of roads; gluitwdts. with the care of roads and passes in 
the bills. All these officials were remunerated by gra_nts of 
rent-free lands. These lands have now been resumed and the_. 
village watch bas been transformed into a subordinate rural 
police. 

The other . conspicuous personages in village life are : The 
purohit, or ptiest, who is usually paid by gifts of money, called 
dakshina, for each ceremony performed by him, and also by a 
portion of the offerings made to the idols; the acha1jya, or 
fortune-teller, who prepares horoscopes, and predicts the dastiny 
of infants according to the planets under -whose influence they 
were born; the napit, or barber, who also performs certain 
ceremonies at births, marriages, etc., and the mahrij'an, or village 
usurer and grain merchant. The kamar, or blacksmith;. the 
ckhutar, or carpenter; and the mali, or . gardener, who prepare.s 
garlands for festivals, are all generally paid in money by the job, 
according to the services rendered by them. The dkobi, or village 
wa.sherman, is remunerated either in money or in kind. . All 
these persons. however, who in the old Hindu village had lands 
assigned for their maintenance by the community, .ceased to exist 
as v1llage officials long ago, and are now. merely artisans or 
servants, carrying on their caste occupations and remunerated by 
those who employ them. . 

The ordinary food of all classes of the people consists prinoi .. Food. 
pQ.lly of rice, pulses (dal), fish, milk and vegetabl~s, and the 
general practice is to take two meals-one in the day between 



Clothing. 

.Amuse• 
ments. 

72 BVB.DWA.N. 

10 A.M. and 12 noon and the other at night between 8 and~ 'P.M. 

Sweetmeats are very largely consumed by" the higher and middle 
'classes, and the confectioners of Burdwan and Mankur are 
famous for their 'ola ', 'khaja' and 'kadma.' Among the 
peasantry, however, the only sweetmeat consumed, besides 
treacle in its ~aw unmanufactured state, is-' mu,dki,' i.e., parched 
and husked paddy dipped in treacle and on high days and 
holidays 'pat ali '. 

. The ordinary clothing of a gentleman appearing at a social 
gathering in the cold weather consists of a dhuti, or waistcloth of 
cotton, a shirt and coat, a shawl and a pair of stockings and 
shoes. In other seasons of the year a dhuti, shirt or coat, a 
chtidar arid shoes are worn. When appearing at office, the 
clothing consists of pantaloons, a shirt, a chapkan., a chadar, and 

-a pair of stockings and shoes; persons of ·somewhat higher 
position use chogiis,_ or loose overcoats, instead of chadars. The 
ordinary clothing of a man of the middle classes consists of a 
dhuti, chadar and a pair of shoes or slippers ; shirts ·and coats 
ore also occasionally used. A cultivator wears merely a. coarse 
dhuti and a scarf (gamcha) thrown over the shoulders or wrapped 
around the waist. Men of the lower classes have a. coarse dhuti 
only. · In the cold weather shawls and various wrappers are 
used, sucli as the banats made of serge or broadcloth, the 
dhusa . and brllaposh made of cotton and cloth, the garbhasuti 
woven with tasar and cotton thread, and the gilap or pachl•uri, 
which is a double ckadar made of coarse cloth. The dress 
of the women generally consists of a. sari only, but in rich 
families the use of bodices and wrappers in the winter has been 
introduced. As a rule, females, with the exception of prosti­
tutes, do not use shoes, shawls, or other garments used by the 
males. 

The amusements of the people consist chiefly of the jatra, a 
theatrical entertainment given in the open air, /Jaithaki songs, 

_i.e., songs in the baitl~ak or general sitting room, and dancing. 
In all of these both vocal and instrumental music is employed. 
Men of all classes attend j atras, but the mass of the people 
amuse themselves with Harisankirtara, in which they sing and 
dance in the name of Hari (God). Sometimes Harisankirtan 
continues without intermission for several days and nights, and 
is called, according to its duration, ahoratra (one day and night), 
chabbisprahar (three days and night~), paneharatra (five days and 
nights) and t~abaratra (nine days and nights). The people of the 
llfcrh des4 are famous fatrt:~ performers, and almost ~every . villa~e 
has its theatrical society. 
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The population is a mixed one, including pure Hindu castes GBNBB.LL 

of Aryan descent, semi-aboriginals recently admitted in the pale CoN»I· 

H . . d b . . 1 'b Th f 11 . - t TIONS. of mdu1sm, an pure a or1gma tn es. e o owmg accoun 
of the general conditions prevailing is quoted from an article 
by Mr. R. 0. Dutt "The.Aboriginal Element in the Population 
of Bengal " ( Oalcutta Review, 1882) which is especially appli­
cable to Burdwan :-"Living in the same district, and often in 
the same village, the Hindu and the semi-Hinduized aboriginal 
nevertheless present differences in their habits and ways of living 
which- cannot but strike even the most careless observer. 
Belief in a highly developed religion and an elaborate super­
stition has made the Hindu even of the lower castes timid and 
contemplative; a higher civilization has made him calculating, 
thoughtful and frugal, and a long training in the arts of peace 
has made him regular in his habits, · industrio1llil in his toil, 
peaceful in his disposition. The semi-aboriginal, on the other 
hand, presents us with a striking contrast in character in all these 
respects. lle is of an excitable disposition and seeks for strong 
excitement and pleasures; he is incapable. of forethought, and 
consumes his earnings without a thought for the future ; he is 
incapable of sustained toil, and, therefore, oftener works as a field 
labourer than as a cultivator. Simple, merry in his disposition, 
excitable by nature, without forethought or frugality, and given 
to drunkenness, the semi-aboriginal of Bengal. brings to his 
civilised home many of the virtues and vices of the savage 
aboriginal life which his forefathers lived. In every village where 
semi-aboriginals live, a separate portion of the village is reserved 
for them, and the most careless observer will be struck with the 
difference between Jleatnesfl and tidine~s, the well-swept, well­
washed ahd well-thatched huts of the Hindu neighbourhood, and 
the miserable, dirty, ill-thatched huts of the Bauri Para or the 
Hari Pdra. If a cow or a pig. dies in the village, ~tis flayed, and 
the meat carried home by the M.uchis or Ba"'.lris, while the Hindus 
turn aside their face and stop their nose in disgust when passing 
near such scenes. If there is an outstill in the village, it is in 
the Bagdi Para or in the Bauri Para; it is thronged by people of 
these castes, who spend their miserable earnings here, regardless 
of their ill-thatched huts and their ill-fed children. 

" The mass of the Hindu population are -dead against drink 
and drunkenness; their t!n'ift and habitual forethought, their 
naturally sober and contemplative turn of mind, as well as their 
religious feelings, keep them quite safe from contracting intem­
p~rate habits.· A. few educated young men and a larger number 
of the upper classes may be addicted to drink, but the mass of 
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working classes, the frugal and calculating shop-keeper, the 
patient and hard-working Sadgop or Goala, the humble ·and 
laborious Kaibartta, all keep away from drink. The boisterous 
merriment that is caused by drunkenness is foreign to their quiet, 
sober ~ature, and if a very few of ihem drink, they drink 
q'.lietly at home before they retire at night. Far different is 
the case with the semi-Hinduized aborigines. Barbarians hanker 
after strong excitements and boisterous joys, and nowhere is 
drunkenness so universal as among barbarians. The Bauris, the 
Bagdis, the Muchis have enough of their old nature in them to 
feel a ·craving for drink, and the outstill system with the cheapen­
ing of spirits has been a boon to them. When spirit was dear, 
they made themselves merry qver their pachwtii; and now that 
spirit is cheaper, they take to it naturally in preference to pacluetli, 
Of the numerous· outstills and pachwai shops in Burdwan and 
Bankura that we have visited, we have not seen one which did 
not m!l.inly depend for its revenue on semi-aboriginal consumers. 
We never saw one single Hindu among the crowds of people 
assembled in liquor or pachwai shops ; when the Hindu does 
drink, he sends for the drink and consumes it at home. 
- "The distinction between the Hindus and the ·semi-Hinduized 
aborigines is no less ma1·k.ed in the position of their women, 
nowhere, except in towns, are Hindu women kept in that absolute 
seclusion which MusalmaJ;L women delight in. In villages the 
wives and daughters of . the most respectable and high caste 
Hindus walk with perfect freedom from house to house, or to the 
tank or river-side for their ablutions. Respectable women go 
veiled, while those of the lQwer classes go without veil, or only 
baH veiled. No respectable woman will. speak to, or can be 
accosted by a stanger, while even among the lower class Hindu 
women,. except when verging on old age, few will often speak 
to strangers. Those restrictions entirely disappear in the case of 
the semi-Hindui.zed aborigines. Their women have the perfect 
freedom of women in Europe. Young wives, as well as elderly 
widows walk without the apology of a veil through the streets 
or the village hazar : they will talk to any one when necessary ; 
and being naturally of merry, lively dispositions, they chat and 
laugh gaily as they pass through the most crowded streets. Tha 
young '!'anti or Chhutar woman, the Kumhir or the Kamar's wife, 
will often stand aside when a stranger i~ passing by the same road, 
but custom imposes no suoh rule of modesty on th~ women of the 
Bauris. But, if the semi-aboriginal women enjoy the perfect 
freedom of European women, they have often to pay dear for 
their liberty. Household work is the lot of Hindu women, but the 
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semi-aboriginal women must do out-door work also. Wives as 
well as widows, mothers and daughters, are all expected to work in 
the field, or at the village tank or road, and. so eke out the miserable 
incomes of their husbands, sons or fathers. When a rCJo.d is 
constructed by Government, or a tank excavated by a village -
samindar, Bauri men and women work together, the men using 
the spades and the women carrying the earth in baskets. Wives 
often carry things for sale to the village market, while husbands 
work in the fields. For the rest, the lot of these semi-aboriginal 
women is not a hard one, to judge from their healthy appearance 
and their merry faces, but when the husbands get drunk, as they 
do as often as they can, the wives, we fancy, have a bad time of 
it, and wife-beating is very much worse among the semi-abori· 
ginal castes than among Hindus. · 

" In their social and religious ceremonies the semi-Hin~uized 
a!;lorigines are every day being drawn closer to Hinduism. · The 
more respectable and advanced among them may indeed be said 
to have adopted Hinduism in all its main features, while even 
the most backward castes have adopted some Hindu customs." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

PUBLIC HEALTH. 

CLn.u.rB. THE conditions which prevail in the eastern and western 
halves of the district differ completely. The western half beyond 
Galsi where the land begins to rise is very dry, and the soil 
which is here composed of laterite is dry and porous. Thi~ half 
of the district therefore suffers little from malarial fever. But 
in the eastern half, which is a part of the great Gangetic delta, 
and which lies only a few feet above sea-level, malarial fever is 
very prevalent especially on the banks of the great rivers such 
as the Damodar, the Ajay, the Khari and the Bhagirathi. Floods 

_ are common in these .rivers during the rainy season, and the flood 
water backing up the numerous creeks and drainage channels 
overHows the surrounding country and renders large tracts water­
logged and unhealthy. The tbanas most liable to flood are 
Manteswar, Satgachia, Purbashthali, and Raina., which lies to 
the south of the Damodar. The land here is low-lying and 
badly drained, and such drainage as there is, is much obstructed 
by the dams or weirs constructed across the rivers and drainage 
channels in the interior for purposes of irrigation. 

Any excess of rainfall is sufficient to Hood the smaller rivera 
whose channels are too small and have too slight a slope to carry 
off much water. But such floods are sometimes beneficial. In 
August 1909, when 13 inches of rain fell in 36 'hours, the Banka 
overflowed its banks and flooded the surrounding country. The 

-flood water, which was held up by the Grand Trunk Road on. the 
west and the Katwa Road on the east, took severalldays to flow 
off, and a great part of the town of Burdwan itself was under 
water for several days. The vital statistics, however, show that 
this flood, serious and. extensive as it was, had no injurious effect 
on the health of the city, and 1909 wa3 one of the most healthy 
years Burdwan has ever experienced. The explanation is that the 
excessive rainfall scoured out the insanitary tanks, which abound 
in the town, and drowned the mosquito larvm. The following 
meteorological statistics for Burdwan town will give a fair idea. • 
of the climate in the eastern portion of tb.e district. 
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The average rainfall (1861-1909) is 59•31 inches, but in 
1909 the rainfall was 79·85 inches which was distributed as 
follows:- • 

Inches. 
January •••• • •• . .. 0·06 
February •... ... 0·09 
March ... ... Nil 
April ... . .. . .. 9·92 
May ... ... ... 6•60' 
June ... ... ••• 10·63 
July ... ... 6•20 
August ••• • •• 33·98 
September ... 9·89 
October ... . ..• 1·73 
November ... ••• .. . 0·07 . .. 
December ... 0·68 ~ 

Total 79•85 

---
The mean annual temperature is 79·9. And in 1909 the 

fcllowing temperatures were recorded in Burdwan :-
-

Mean of Meau of Mean daily Mean. Maximum. Minimum. range. 

- - I January ... 82·1 57•4 24·7 69•8 i 
February .. 85·5 59·3 26·2 72·4 
March ... 99·0 67·8 31·2 83•4 
April .. 93·7 73·0 , 20·7 83·4 
May ... 97•7 79·9 19•8 87·8 
June ... 90·6 79•0 11•6 84•8 
July ... 89·6 79·0 10·6 84·3 
August ... 88·5 

I 
79·9 10·6 83·2 

September '"\ 898 78•9 10·9 84•4 
October ... 88·8 74·7 14•1 81·8 
November 85 8 65·7 r 20·1 . 75·8 ... I 
December ... 78·5 . 57·7 20·8 68·1 

... ,-89:}- !0•7 
--- -

Mean of year 18•4 I 79·9 

Amaximum temperature of 106·4 was recorded on the 11th 
~lay 1909, and a minimum temperature of 49·8 on the 3rd 
Febru&ry of that year. ·· 
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The duty ·of (reporting deaths was · imposed on the village 
chaukidars in 1869, and in 1~76 they were ordered to report 
births as well. The system proved a failure as the returns 

. obtained were· so incomplete and inaccurate as to be practically . 
useless, and, except in towns, deaths alane were reported until 
1892, when the present system of collecting vital statistics was 
introduced. Under the present orders deaths and births are 
reported by the chaukiuars to the police on chaukidari parade 
days, and the police submit monthly returns to the Civil Surgeon 
who consolidates the statistics for the whole district. As in 
every other district where this system is in vogue, little or no 
reliance can be put on the statistics as regards the cause of death. 
The chaukidars are mostly illiterate and uneducated, and they can 
hardly be expected to possess the amount of ni.edic1Ll knowledge 
required to distinguish one disease from another. To them fever 
is a. comprehensive term, and. is made to include practically 
everything with febrile s.ymptoms, from malaria. or typhoid to 
pneumonia. Experiments were recently made in selected circles 
in the, Burdwan district under the supervision of t.he~ Sanitary 
Commissioner' to the Government of India. in order to check the 

. accuracy of the chaukidars' reports. In the Galsi thana 618 births 
and 919 deaths during six months as reporte~ by chaukidars were 
inquire~ into by Assistant Surgeons, who visited the houses where 
these· were reported to have taken place immediately on the 
reports being received at the thanas. Out of these 919 deaths it 
was found that 508 oases were wrongly diagnosed, i.e.,. 55 3 per 
cent. In another experiment 2,616 deaths were recorded in the 
thana registers out of which 1,056 cases were wrongly reported. 
In spite of this defect, however, the vital statistics may be regarded 
as sufficiently accurate for the purpose of calculating the growth 
of . the population. 

Before 1862 the district was noted for its healthiness, 
and the town of Bmd wan particularly was regarded as a 

sanitarium. In fact it was customary for persons suffering 
from chronic malarial fever to come to Burdwan where cures from 
the disease were common. But in 1862 the terrible epidemic 
fever, which for several years had ravage~ the neighbouring 
districts of Jessore, N:adia and Hoogbly, crossed the border of 
Bo.rdwan appearing first in the Kalna subdivision. Thence it 
spread gradually but steadily over the district, following the main 
lines of communication, until it was fairly established in all the 
eastern· thanas. The towns of Burdwan, Katwa and Kalna 
suffered severely, and throughout the district the mortality wa' 
enormous. Dr. French, who made a. special enquiry into the 
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outbreak, estimated the total mortality at about one-third of the 
population in the tracts atta.oked by the epidemio. The instances 
given by him show that this was no exaggeration. In 1869 
the ~opulation of the town of Burdwan was estimated at 46,000. 
Three years afterwards the population had fallen to 32,687, a 
decrease of over 30 per cent. In SElVenteen villages of the Kii.twa 
subdivision, containing an estimate~} population of 14,982 upon 
the appearance of the epidemic, no less· than 6,243 persons, or 
41·7 per cent. of the population, died of fever in the.se disastrous 
years, while the figures for fifty villages in the Katwa subdivision 
showed a similar mortality. Still more significant proof of the 
enormous mortality is to be found in the fact that the population 
was in 1872 not much in excess of the estimate formed by 
Mr. Bayley, nearly sixty years before. In the census report 
for 1881 it was estimated that during the twelve years from 
1862-1874 t.he epidemic had carried ofi not less than three­
quarters of a million of persons. . The fever was either 
intermittent or remittent and of a ·very malignant type, relapses 
being the almost invariable rule when the patient survived the 
attacks. It recurred every autumn and lasted throughout the 
winter up to the close of the year 1875. ·· It is reported that since 
that date no fever exactly similar to this fa tal type has been 
known to oonur. No special cause for the outbreak has ever been 
discovered. By some it was supposed to result from the inter­
ference of the natural drainage of the country by river .and 
railway embankments, by changes in the COllrse of the large 
rivers, and by_the silting and· drying up of the channels of the 
smallor streams. Others regarded the drinking water as the· 
cause of the disease. Neither theory has over been proved. But 
as a rule· it was the overcrowded, low-lying~ badly drained, filthy 
village that suffered most severely, while the villages ~ituated on 
higher ground with good natural drainage and scanty population 
escaped. Relief was given by Government on a tlarge scale and 
no expense was spared in order to check the ravages of the 
epidemic as far as possible. In spite of all efiorta, however, it 
spread slowly across the district, tra-velling always westwards, 
until on reaahing the laterite soil of the Asansol uplands it was 
finally checked and eventually died out altogether. On the 31st 
March 1876 Government operations £or the relief of the fever 
were brought to a. olose, as the improved health of the district no 
longer required such measures. Between August 1871 and that 
date nearly four million persons were treated in the local 
dispensaries : the expenditure- of quinine alone amounted to 
8,212lbs. valued at Rs. 16,245: and the total cost of European 
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medicines dttring the four and a half years was Rs. 2,45,071. 
i,he expenditure on account of the extra. establishment of medical 
officers during the same period. was Rs. 2,82,559. Thus the 
tota.l public expenditure on fever relief amounted to ne.11rly 
5i lakhs of. rupees. ·rhe after-efiecf;s of the epidemic 
continued to be felt for two decades after the real Burdwan 
fever had disappeared. The census of 1881 showed that the 
population was decreasing, and during the next ten years it 
remained practically stationary. The district has since made 
a rapid recovery, and in 1901 . the population exceeded by some 
30,000 persons the number returned in 1872. 1£, however, the 
vital statistics for the past ten years are to be trusted, they seem 
to show that at present the population is not increasing, the average 
birth-rate for the last ten years being only 32·15 as compared with 
a. death-rate of 34•15. During these years the highest birth-rate 
recor<Jed was 37·63 in 1904, and the highest death-rate 44·62 in 
1908. In 1909 the birth~ and death-rates were 31·89 and 25·94, 
respectively. 

l!BIN'· The following account of the diseases prevalent in the district 
~~::AsBs. has been contributed by Captain N. W. Mackworth, I.M.s., the 

Civil Surgeon. There are so many varieties of fever prevalent in 
Fevers. the district, and the knowledge of their nature is often so partial 

that the classification attempted below cannot pretend to be either 
complete or altogether scientific :-

1. Intermittent fever-
(a) quotidian; I (c) quartan; 
(b) tertian; I (d) double quotidian. 

2. Remittent fever-
(a) bilious remittent; I (b) typho-malarial. 

3. Pernicious malarial fever. 
4. Unclassified fever. 
5. Pernicious cachectic fever. 
6. Typhoid fever. 
7. Kala. azar. 

Intermittent fever is the prevailing disease. It is very 
generally associated with the enlargement of the spleen, and 
not infrequently with that of the liver also. The tertian 
variety is many times less common than the quotidian, while the 
double quotidian and quartan types are rare. The. double 
quotidian variety may occur where quinine,has failed to eradicate 
the poison in a patient who has suffered from remittent fever 
which afterwards becomes intermittent. 

Bilious remittent fever is a true malarial fever, and is associated 
• with gastro-hepatic complications, with slight jaundice, and 
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enlargement of the spleen. If unchecked before the close of the 
second week, typhoid symptoms ·appear, and death may result. 
Typho-malarial fever is due to the combined action of malaria 
and some septic poison. There· :is tenderness in the right iliac 
foss'a, but no eruption ; .both liver and spleen undergo enlarge­
ment, and jaundice is of frequent occurrence ; the motions are 
dark and offensive. During the second week typhoid symptoms 
may appear, with dry furred tongue frequent, fluttering pulse, 
and delirium. Improvement may set in after the fourteenth day, 
or death from coma may take place. This fever as a rule yields 
to quinine. Pernicious malarial fever is a malignant and 
destructive fever characterized by dangerous local mischief in 
important organs. · It may be intermittent or remittent. 
It may assume a· comatose, delirious, or algid form, and 
terminate fatally in from one to three days. Quinine is less 
efficacious here. In addition to the above types of malarial fever 
may be added a choleraic t:ariely of the disease which may very 
readily be mistaken for Asiatic cholera, since the fever is accom­
panied by watery stools, but .these are not altogether devoid· of 
bile. Several of these cases occ'urred in B:urdwan in September 
of 1909 when there was no cholera about. The infection was. 
confirmed microscopically. Unclassified fever ia a fever attended 
with slight evening rise of temperature, general uneasiness and 
a burning sensation in the eyes, palms of the hands and soles of 
the feet. It does not yield to quinine. Pernicious cachectic 
fever generally assumes an intermittent type, but attacks of a 

·. remittent type may supervene. It generally terminates fatally 
after a prolonged course, the immediate cause of death being 
anremia with dropsy and diarrhcea, dysentery or cancrum oris. 
Both liver and spleen arG enlarged, but towards the close of the 
disease the enlargements often tend to disappear. A case of 
this type has been known to last for over a year in which quinine 
had no specific action, even in very large doses. 

Typhoid fever is not at all an .uncommon disease in Burdwan ~!~!.~id 
much more common than was h1therto supposed. Several oases 
were observed throughout their course during _1909 and the 
diagnosis confirmed bacteriologically. 'l'he disease would seem to 
manifest itself in a more severe form than that seen in England. 
Lysis is much delayed. There is more ulceration of the bowel, and 
hoomorrhage :from the bowel is common. A large proportion of the 
cases prove :fatal. Typhoid is most often confused with malaria 

• and dysentery, but very often there is a mixed infection of typhoid 
an4 malaria present. The municipal water.supply of the town is 
free from typhoid contamination, but it is not difficult to tra(le 

·o 
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the source of infection. Many of the inhabitants of the city make 
use of the tank water for drinking purposes, and great numbers 
use the water for washing their teeth and mouths· whilst bathing. 

Two cases of Kala Azar were identified in the Badar hospital re­
cently, but. it was thought inadvisable to ~ntinue as spleen puncture 
is not a popular opE~ration. These cases however are not common. 

YEAR. 

1~0Ci ... 
1901 ... 
1902 ... 
1903 ... 
191.14 ... 
1905 ... 
1906 ... 

11907 .. 
1908 ... , 
1909 ... 

Deal~ Number per 1, 
of of total 

deaths. popnla· 
tion. 

32,072 23•04 
33,662 21·96 
28,718 18•74 
311,953 24•ll 
30,425 19 85 
38,847 25•35 
39,496 25·77 
••.••• 1 29·89 
42,816 27•93 
28,210 18•41 

The season in which· fevers 
are most prevalent begins after 
the close of the rains and ends 
about the middle of December. 
Quotidian fever occurs in every 
season; the t~rtian variety is most 

· generally met with in the spring. 
Remittent fever is most preva­
lent during and immediately 
after the rains. ·The marginal 
statement shows the number of 
deaths, and the death-rate per 
mille, from fevers~ in the town.s 
and rural areas of .Burdwan for 
the past ten years. 

Cholera did 'not prevail in epidemic form in the district till 
the year 1900. At present when it oc<.'urs, it almost invariably 
does so in epidemic form. -Drinking of polluted tank water is 
the primary cause of cholera. In the coal-fields. in the Asansol 

-district the coolies are rarely provided with latrines. Excremen­
taceous matter becomes dessicated and gets blown into the 
adjacent tanks, and thus many bowel-complaints are given origin 
to. The native doctors, who were during 1909 appointed on 
special cholera duty, advanced the following opinions as to the 
causes regulating the outbreaks of the disease: "Scarcity of food, 
unsuitability of food such as raw Indian com cobs, scarcity of 
water. The--water-supplies of the villages visited were nearly all 
contaminated. From want of water the people used to wash 
their clothes saturated with urine and stools of cholera patients 
in the last remaining drop of tank water." 

The total mortality in the district from this cause from 1904 
to 1909 was-

1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908. 
1909 

••• ... 
••• 

••• 
••• 

• 0 • 

••• 

• •• 
••• 

••• 

... 
2,560 
4,301 
2,814 
5,933 

••• 14,268 
1~399 
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A severe epidemic of cholera broke out in 1907 and continued 
till June 1908. From July 1907 to June 1908 it carried 
away 16,446 people, or 10•73 per thousand of popultttion. 
The following tbinas suffered most :-Manteswar, Riniganj 
Purbasthili, Katwa, Asan~ol, Mangalkot, Ketugtim, and Siheb­
ganj. The high death-rate of 20 per thousand from cholera alone 
took place in Manteswar m 1908. This was said to be due to the 
contamination of the river water by the cholera. corpses which 
were thrown into it. The epidemic ceased at the end of June 
1908. 

Prior to the ye·ar 1900 small-pox did not show itself in Small-pox. 

epidemic form in this district. Since that date, however, it has 
become much more prevalent, and generally begins in the month 
of February and continues till July. The average annual 
mortality from small-pox for the past five years is 982 or 0•64 
per thousand of the population. · 

Only one or two cases of plague have occurred in this district Plague. 

recently. These oases were for the most part imported from 
Calcutta. A small epidemic, however, broke out in Katwa in 
1906 and some 90 deaths occurred, but there was no reorudes· 
cence in the following year. 

·On an average 165 deaths are reported annually as· due Snake. 

to the wounds caused by animals. No case of snake-bite was bite. 

treated in the dispensaries of the district during 1909 and 
although a. number of Brunton's permanganate of potash lancets 
hav~ been distributed, no case in which one of those instruments 
has been used has as yet been reported. Snake-bite cases are for 

· the most part treated by sadkus and quacks who allege that 
they can cure their pn.tients by certain nostrums ; a;mongst 
other remedies they use small pebbles which look like polished 
pieces of larva, which have a certain amount of power of 
absorption. 

Amongst the other common diseases which are prevalent may 
- be noted the following :-Dysentery and diarrhooa, syphilis, 

gonorrhooa, leprosy and cataract. 
In the year 1892 the Vaccination department came under the VAooiNA· 

control of the Oi vil Surgeon. Prior to this it was controlled TION. 

by the Superintendent of Vaccination, Metropolitan Circle. 
Vaccination is now carried out by means of the licensed agency 
system, 32 licensed vaccinators being generally engaged for 
the rural areas, who work during the vaccination season from 
the 1st October to the 31st March, and are paid two annas 
p~r head for successful operations. In municipal are&s paid 
vaccinators are entertained, two being employed m the 

G2 
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Burdwan :Municipality, one in each of the Asansol, Raniganj 
and Kalna Municipalities, and one for the Katwa and Dainhat 
.Municipalities. In the municipalities there are fixed stations 
where -vaccination is perform~d free. In Burdwan town there 
are six su~h stations, which the two. vaccinators attend t~ice 
weekly, and in Asansol there are two statious at which the 
vaccinator is preAent on alternate days. V accinatiou is compul­
sory in towns, but not in rural areas. The people in gPneral 
appreciate vaccination, but it is not very popular amongst the 
lower class Muhammadans and Aguris, who strongly object to 
having themselves and their children vaccinated. Only the 
lanoline lymph, which is supplied by the Central A.nimal V acoin-

.. ation Depot, Oalctitta, ts used in this district; 54,395 
vaccinations are performed annually, of which 50,713 are 
primary and 3,698 revaccinations. Each licensed vaccinator 
performs on an average 1,575 operati_ons, while 711 are performed 
by each paid agent entertained by the municipalities. The 
ratio of successful operations is 97·48 per ceJ?t., and the rate 
·of successful va~cinations per thousand of the population is 7•26, 
the average cost of each successful case being lll pies. The 
degree of protection afforded to infants in the rural areas of 
this district is 527·12. The above figures are the averages _of 
five years from 1904-05 to 1908-09. 

In the towns of Burdwan, Katwa, Raniganj and Dainhat 
theye are municipal charitable • dispensaries. Besides these the 
District Board maintains ten dispensaries. All these are 
under Government supervision but there- are also· dispensaries 
at Kanchannagsr and Oha.kdighi which are maintained by 
prjvate individuals. Other private dispensaries al'e the Hurd.wan 
Raj hospital, the Kalna Raj· hospital the hospital maintained 
by the United Free Chur.ch of Scotland Medical Missicn at 

° Kalna, and the Brahmomoye Debi Charitable dispensary at 
Bokra. in Raina thana. The East Indian Railway Company 
have their own • dispensaries at Burnwan, Asansol, Ondal 
and Sitarampur. The Dinanath Das Charitable dispensary at 
Kanchanna.gar was established by Babu Dinanath Das, a medical 
practitioner and contractor who, by a deed of trust, made over to 
a Managing Committee Government securities of the nominal 
value of Rs. 50,000, bearing interest at 3l per cent., for the 
maintenance of the institution and a free Middle English school. 
Tne dispensary and the school are situated in a-£ne building at 
Kanohannagar. In the Burdwan, Katwa, Rani?anj and Cuak­
dighi dispensaries both indoor and outdoor patients are traat~d. 
In these four dispensaries t~ere are 32 beds for females and 77 
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. for males. The figures in the following table are the averages; .of 
three years 1907, 1908 Rnd 1909 :-

Number. 

No. Name of the Date of Total \ Daily of 
dispensary. establishment. treateil. ' avera~e •. operations. 

1 Burdwiin ... 1837 ... 22,814 182·51 2,04? 
2 Katwa ... 1st February 1860 5,481 59·71 190 
3 Riniganj , .. 1st January 1867 4,321 47·37 461. 
4 Dainhat ... 1st J one 1802 •. 5,502 4377 268' 
5 Purbasthali ". 1st August 1896 6,552 51·23 236 
6 Kuling rim ... lst December 1805 4,895 31-62 93 
7 Mahta ... lst June 1802 ... 7,344 92·28 549 

I 8 Meral ... 1st June 1802 ... 7,413 38·38 242 
9 Jamna ... ht April1806 · ... 8,736 61·66 }54 

10 Adra ... 15th May 1804 ... 10,729 133•26 394 
11 Khand~ghosh ... 9th September 1804 7,170 64·59 135 
12 Mangalkot ... 11th November 1804 6,502 64·66 228 
13 Ketugrim ... 1st September 1805 7,034 45•88 291 
H Ausgrim 18th September 1805 6,854. - 47·65 126 ... 
15 Chakdighi ... 15th April 1859 ... 8,335 57·01 354 
16 Kanchannagar .... 8th July 1906 ... 4,334 46·64 9 

A new hospital is at present under construction in Burdwan, 
the foundation stont~ of which was laid by Sir Andrew Fraser, · 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, in July 1908. The entire scheme' 
is estimated to cost 2 lakhs, of which the Maharaj Adhiraj bas 
contributed Rs. 80,000 besides giving a site. for the buildi;ng, while 
Government has contributed Rs. 80,000. During recent years it 
has been the custom of the District Board to open temporary fever 
dispensaries for a few months in the most fever-stricken. parts of 
the district. During the last two years five such dispensaries were 
opened at Boro Baloon, Bongopalpur, N adanghat, Okarsha and 
Satgaohia. For the relief' of the inhabitants of the eastern border 
of the district a temporary floating dispensary was opened last, 
year. It remained Ofen from the 13th Septem'ber to the lOth·'.:··· 
December 1909. The boat touched at thirteen stations-eleven ~ ·· .. 

'on the Bhagirathi and two on tho Khari. 'l'he total distance it"; 
had to traverse -was 78 miles of the Bhagirathi and 18 miles of 
the Khari river. · · 

There are two Leper Asylums in the district at Raniganj Leper 

and Asansol. The Leper Asylum at Haniganj was fou.nded by Asylums. 

Mr. Smith in 1893; and has gradually grown into a large, well-
filled and w~ll-organized establishment. There are at present • 
206 lepers in the Asylum and 19 untainted childrf\11 of leper 
parents are in the orphanage. The financial responsibility is borne 
by the Mission to Lepers in India and the East, the Wesleyan 
MiSsion being re~ponsible only for the management and pastoral 
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care. A native doctor is employed and there is a well-equipped 
dispensary •. Government gives a yearly subsidy, and the Asylum 
is under the Act and is the Government Asylum for Burdwan. 
The Maharaja of Burdwan and Babu Bhagaba Das Marwari 
have each presented a ward to the Asylum. The accommodation 
is still deficient and more wards are required. No pressure is 
brought to bear upon the inmates, all of whom were Hindus on 
admission, bnt most have become Christians, and there is a large 
church for their use. There . is · also a small Lepex Asylum 

-.at Asansol which is supported by the :Mission to Lepers and 
which is under- the management of the Methodist Episcopal 
Mission in that town. · 
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CHAPTER V. -
AGRICULTURE. 

THE following account of the agricultu~e of the district is· 
condensed from a very complete report by Mr. A, C. Sen.• 

For successful cultivation, the most important point is the RAIN• 

distribut.ion of rainfall and in Burdwan, as in other districts ofFAL~ 
· Bengal, the total amount is a secondary consideration. The 

distribution suitable for paddy-by far the most important 
crop of Bengal-may be gathered from the following rural 

• 

doggerels :- -

1. Yadi barshe aghane, If it rains in Agrahayan, kings 
Raja namen magane. have to beg. 

2. Yadi barshe pousbe, taka If it rains in Pous, even husk 
hay tushe. · brings money: 

3. Yadi barshe mag her If it rains at the end. of Magh, 
sesh, dhanya rajar blessed is the king's virtu-
punya. desh. · ous land. 

4. Yadi barshe fagune, If it rains in Falgun, the yield 
china kiion dwigune. of china and kangu is 

5. Chaitre mathamathar, 
Baisakhe jhar pathar ; 

J aistye re na uthe, 

Ashare barshA ba the ; 

Karkata. ohharkata, 

Sinha sukana, 
Kanya kane kan ; 

Binabay tula barshe, 

Kotha rakhho dhan. 

doubled. 
Slight rains in Chaitra. 
Storms and hail in Baishakh 

are good, 
In Jaistya the grass should 

never be allowed to grow; 
AEhar should be a month of 

endless rain, . 
Frequent showers of rain are 
. required in Sraban ; 

Bhadra s110uld be a dry month, 
The .6.elds should be brimful 

of water in Aswin ; 
If there be· rain without wind 

in Kartik, . 
Wpere shall I keep the paddy P 

•Calcutta, 1884, (reprinted 1897). 
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These verses were probably composed at 1:1. time when some of 
the crops now under cultivation had not been introduced and 
as regards those crops they require recasting. Rain at the end 
of Magh for instance would not be welcomed by the potato grower. 

'fhe great want of the Burdwan district,. especially of its 
western and central parts, is a proper supply of water for irriga­
tion purposes. The rainfall being often deficient in total amount 
or irregular in distribution, artificial irrigation is necessary for 
almost all the important crops except pulses and barley. In fact 
th~ cultivation of sugarcane, potatoes: onions and other important 
crops can only be undertaken in places where water is available. 

The importance of irrigation was fully understood in ancient 
times. In no other part of Bengal are so- many tanks to be 
found, but almost without perhaps exception they have been 
long neglected, and are now overgrown with wee:ls and filled up 
with silt. Wells are not numerous and the cultivators have a 
~upe1·stitious dread of irrigating lands with water raised from them. 

In the hill tracts of. the west the practice of storing up rain­
water is well understood, and the whole system of cultivation 
there may be said to be dependent upon it. Terrace cultivation, 

. wrongly SUJ>posed by many to be pecu!iar to China, is the out- ~ 
come of attempts to store rain-water. The hillsides are converted 
into tiers of rice fields, often of the smallest size concei'vable, which 
are embanked along their lower edges. The rain-water in- its 
downward course is thus arrested and, instead of being allowed to 
pass down the hillside in a torrent, is made to irrigate the fields 
one after another, each retaining its just share and no more. The 
cultivators along the banks of tbe smaller streams have also 
discovered that at the. season when they are apparently quite dry. 
all that is necessary is to make holes in the coarse red sands of 
~hich their beds are formed in order to obtain a good supply of 

_ pure sweet water. · 

The implements used in irrigation .are simple and inexpen­
!ive; but fairly efficient. Water is raised from wells by means of 
buckets or earthen pots with a. rope which is occasionally put 
round a puliey on a wooden bar fixed on supports. For irrigat­
ing from fields, tanks or shallow depressions a donga is used to 
raise the -water. This is a canoe-shaped trough of which the 
free end is attached by a rope to a long lever fixed in an upright 
above the irrigation channel with a counterpoise. The lever is 
depressed by the labourer and the free end of the trough dipped 
into the water. On its release the lever rises pulling up the 
trough, the contents of which are poured into the irrigation 
chann~l. Don gas are now generally made of iron. \Vater c·an 



AGRICULTURE, 89 

be raised in this way two or three feet, and if a further lift is 
required, either the basket (sini) which is worked by two men is 
used, or more than one stage is constructed. This adds consider­
ably to the cost of irrigation. 

The question of improving the canal system of the district C!inals. 

was fully discussed by the. Irrigation Oommission. There is only 
one protective irrigation work, the Eden t.Janal, an irrigation 
channel 22 miles-in length from Kanohannagar to J amalpur, which 
was constructed in 1881 with the object of Hushing the old river 
beds, whose stagnant and insanitary condition was believed to be 
largely responsible for the epidemic of malarial fever. Though 
the canal was constructed primarily for sanitary purposes it has 
been largely used for irrigation, and in 1904 the Collector reported 
that ·some 20,000 acres of land were irrigated from it. At 
present about. 33 square miles in the Burdwan and Jamalpur 
thanas and the Memari outpost are irrigated from this canal and 
its distributaries. The finding of the Irrigation Commission on 
the subject of the Eden canal is as follows:-

"That although they were assured in evidence that there was 
a great demand for irrigation on the Eden Canal, there was no 
evidence to show that the irrigators would be willing to pay more 
for the use of the water than they now do, that is, about a rupee 
per acre. We are of opinion that the irrigation system of 
the Eden Ca.nal can never be satisfactory until there is a weir 
across the river at its head sluices. But this canal is not-· 
required for protection against famine, and until the irrigators 
are ready to pay for the wate1· rate sufficient to ensure a fair 
return on the capital cost we cannot recommend Government to 
incur this outlay." ~rhe conclusion thus r~a~hed is that the 
distritJt does not require irrigation works as a protection against 
famine. The cost of the weir across the Damodar, to which the. ... 
Commission referred, is estimated at 8 lakhs of rupees, and as the· 
canal works a.t an average annual loss of Rs. 10,572 there· is no 
inducement to incur this heavy capital outlay. _ 

Burdwan.is separated £rom the Gangetic delta by an import- sons. 
ant branch of the Ganges, and it is probable that at no very 
ancient date the main stream of that rive;' used to pass along its 
eastern boundary. The soil of mo~t parts of the district differs 
considerably from•that of central Bengal, both chemi'cally and 
physically, as might be expected from the difference in their 
geological origin. The whole of the western and a very large 
area in the eastern portions of the district are formed from the 
debris of the hills of Manbhum, Singhbhiim and the Santal 
Parganas. In the west in many places the soil is for .ned 

./ 
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directly from the subjacent rock more or less altered by the action. 
of rain-water, atmosphere and other disintegrating agencies. 
The greater po~tion of the eastern tract consists of materials 
transported by mountain streams having their origin in the hills 
mentioned above and pouring their waters into the Hooghly. 
Soils showing very evident marks of gladal action are also to be 
met with. The soil is· partly a laterite clay, more or less altered, 
and partly a red-coloured coarse-grained sand, characteristic of the 
eastern ranges of the Vindhya. formation, large surfaces composed 
of which are to be found in the beds of the Dwarkeswar, Damodar 
and Ajay rivers. 

Paddy and sugarcane are the two characteristic crops of the 
Burdwan district. These crops grow both in the laterite clay 
and the red saiJ,d, though a. soil formed of a mixture of thb two 
is considered the best for sugarcane. The clay is very difficult to 
work, turning into a. mass of most tenacious mud in the rainy 
season, and being as hard as stone in the summer. On account 
of this difficulty in many places nothing but- paddy is grown, 
to which crop this clay is well-suited. After the rains have 
set in and the clay .has been softened by deep ploughing, 
the rice seedlings are planted. Sugarcane also grows well on 
this red clay which contains the hydrated sesquio:x:ide of iron 
and iS rich in phosphorlis, the latter mineral being, as agri­
cultural chemistry tells us, the predominant element in sugarcane. 
This crop, 4_owever, requires irrigation in April when water. is 
very. scarce, and low lying land is unsuited on account of the 
danger of inundation during the rainy season. It is therefore 
only within limited areas that this important crop oa.n be success-
fully grown. . 

The most practical classification of soils is into .high land, low 
land. and diara, or OJ.luvial river· land. From the nature of their 
formation, the elevated tracts lie along the river banks and slope 
towards the interior. Generally speaking they consist of either 
sand or s_andy loam, whilst the low grounds are more or less of clay. 
As might be expected, the high grounds are mainly occupied by 
human habitations and form village sites. The high land 
remaining for agricultural purposes is that lying around villa.ges, 
and is more or less sandy, and above the ordinary flood level. 
In-the rainy season the washings of the villages manure this land 
which fetches the highest rents. It grows a variety of crops. 
In the rainy season it is sown with a us rice or jute, or if it is safe 
from inundation it may be planted with sugarcane. Vegetables 
may also be grown on it, and it will pay to manure it heavily 
and to cultivate potatoes, sugarcane, onions, plantains and other 
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valuable crops. Unfortunately such land forms ., a very small 
portion of the area under cultivation. 

Greatly the larger part of the cultivated land consists o£ the 
lowlying tracts separating the village sites from one another. 
This land is mostly clay, is submerged during the rains and 
remains dry only during the few hot months of the year. The 
sole orop this land grows is rice except in very rare cases, when 
near the homesteads a little summer sesamum is sometimes grown. 
The diara lands are formed by the deposition of river silt in 
the beds and on the banks of rivers and are most sought after by 
the cultivators. They are renovated every year during the rains 
by a deposition of silt, and require no manures. They are the 
most suitable for winter and spring crops, pulses, wheat, barley, 
oilseeds and vegetables. ~rhese also grow the most luxuriant 
indigo, and if any fodder and fuel reserves are to be -made these 
are the lands to which attention should be directed. The oultiva. 
tion of ditJrcJ lands is the simplest in existence. Tillage operations 
are confined to one or two ploughings, and often the seed is sown · 
broadcast on the soft mud left by the receding inundation without 
any previous preparation of the land. 

The following table shows the normal acreage of the crops of PBINOI· 

the district and their peroentage_on the normal net cropped area:- ~:~Ps. 
-

.;, = ... ,; Q\ = .... oe><D o<D~ ... 
CDR:; ~ ~ .= .. 
:_~ 

Ill Cl) ol 

Name of c1·op, 
~- -·"' Name of crop. a; Jiii'i =a"" =a"" 

~~~ 13 • !~2 .. ., ~~ 0~ ~=Co> z"' <DR c.> 
~ -p.. 

Winter rice ... ... I 874,800 81 Summer rice ... . .. 300 ... 
Sugarcane ... . .. .25,800 2 Wheat ••• ... . .. 1,800 ... 

Barley ... ... ... 7,000 t 
Total agkani crops (a) ... _1 

Gram ... ... anii 
9,100 1 

900,600 83 Uther rabi cereals 111,200 IS 
pulses. - Other rabi food crops 40,000 4o , .. 

Autumn rice ... . .. uo,ooo 13 Linseed ... ... ... 22,500 II 
Maize 3,000 t Rafe and mustard ... 21,100 2 
Other bkdd~i' cere~ls and 6,700 Ti (rabi) ... ,,. ... 500 . .. 

pulses. Other oilseed a ... ... 1,500 ... 
Other bkddoi food crops 2,200 l Tobacco 400 ... 
Other bhddoi non·food 10,000 1 Other rabi li~n-food crops 1,200 ... 

crops, -Jute ... ... . .. ... 16,1i00 1t 
Til (bkadoi) • ... ... 3,300 fo Total rabi crops (o) . .. 156,600 l4t 

Total bkddoi crops (b) ·~·I 181,700 17 Orchards and garden prO· 
dace (d). 

IS,OOO t 

Total of (a), (b), (o) and (d) ... ... ... ... . .. .. . ...11,243,900 ~ 
-

'Defhut area cropped more .. haP. once ... .., . - ... \ 1112,200 I I 

Net &l'ea lnormal) cropped " ... \ 1,0&1,70 \ 100 
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Rice. Rice is by far the most important crop of the district: in 
fact in the all~vial plains to the east little else is grown. All 
the different varieties cultivated may be grouped under three 
primary classes. distinguished from one another by marked 
characteristics.:....the dus or autumn, the dman or winter and the 
boro or marsh rice. The first is a coarse grain difficult to digest 
and eaten hy the poorer classes alone. It is grown on high lands, 
and requires much less water than the other two. When sown 
broadcast, as is the general practice, it is a good deal more trouble­
some to grow than the dman. It also yields a smaller outturn 
and fet(lhes a lower price. But it supplies the cultivator with food 
and his cattle with fodder at a time of year when both are very 
scarce. It is reaped ellrly enough to permit of the preparation ol 
the land for the spring cereals, pulses, vegetables, potatoes 
and sugarcane. The dman rice includes much the greater number 
of varieties and is grown over a larger area· than any other. crop. 
It is cultivated on low lands with a clay soil, and requires much 
more water than the dus. The finest descriptions of rice belong 
to thiS class. The boro is a coarse rice, some of the varieties 
being the coarsest known, and is less nutritious than the other 
kinds. It is grown on soft mud on the sides of rivers, canals 
or :lakes. Edges of rivers subjected to strong tides are of all 
places the most suited to growing this class of paddy. .. 

Almost every considerable village has a variety of its own, 
and every year sees the extinction of nome of the old varieties and 
the appearance of eome not known before. Rice is perhaps the 
best instance known of the variations which plants have under­
gone under cultivation. Originally an aquatic grass, the one 
characteristic which it has most persistently retained amidst all 
the changes brought about by differences of climate, soil and 
mode of cultivation is the need of abundant moisture for its pro­
per growth. According to the popular saying '' dhdn pan nitua 
sndn "-rice and betel should have a bath every day. It is the 
well justified belief of. the cultivators that give rice but this one 
thing needful, and it will grow in any soil and under any climate. 
Indeed, the facHity with which it adapts itself to di:ffe~ent classes 
of soil from the stiffest. clay to the lightest of sands, and from the 
peaty to the saline, is wonderful. Compared with tbe advantages 
of a proper water-supply all other questions regarding its cultiva­
tion are matters of very minor importance • 

.Jr~8 ri~e. The high lands on which dus rice is grown generally produce 
two rrops in the year; but where irrigation is available three are 
sometimes grown, viz., dus rice, potatoes and o~.ions. As soon a.s it 
has been gathered the field is rrepared for -one · of the spriDg 
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crops,· generally in this part of the country one of the pulses 
or oilseeds. In diara lands it is sometimes followed by wheat, 
barley or potatoes . 

.A us lands are almost always manured excepting those near 
' large rivers, which receive a yearly deposit of silt. · As the same 

field generally gil'es two crops in the year the practice is to apply 
as much of tbe manure as possible before rice is put in, and to let 
the crop following benefit by what is left after the rice has taken 
its share, This plan is adopted because the direct application of 
manure is not beneficial to such crops as the pulses, potatoes, etc., 
and in some cases it is positively injurious. --As ~oon as the pre· 
vious crop is off the field the land is ploughed twice, once length­
wise and once across the field. Ploughing does not begin usually 
till the 15th February, unless the rice is to be followed by one of 
the spring crops or potatoes. In some places the first ploughing is 

_delayed till the 15th April, but good cultivators are well aware of 
the advantages of early and frequent ploughing in -the case of up­
land. The fields are ploughed seven or eight times and by the 
end of April are well dried, and the roots of the weeds and grasses 
are destroyed by the burning heat of summer. 

Implements to drill in the seed are seldom ,used, and it is 
generally broadcasted. In the. case of rice, however, the general 
tendency now is to sow in nurseries, and to transplant "the 
seedlings •· when favourable weather occurs. The plants come_~ 
out in fcrn.r or five days, and when they have grown to a height 
of about nine inches it is well to take advantage of a shower o£ 
rain and harrow the field. The greater part of the weeds are 

· thus removed, but 'sometimes as many as three weedings are 
needed : and weeding is a most tedious and expensive operation. 
The harvest time for aus rice extends over the last three weeks 
of September. It is reaped while yet slightly green, for if 
allowed to ripen fully it would shed some of the grain, an_d the 
straw being brittle would break. It is cut close to the ground 
with a sickle and laid in the field in parallel l~nes for nearly a 
week. It is afterwards made into sheavt:Js and taken to the 
threshing-floor, or put in ·heaps of some 100 to 150 sheaves each, 
the· tops and sides of which are carefully smoothed to let rain 
water run off easily wihtout penetrating into them. The outturn 
per bigha varies lrom 4 to 8 maunds of grain and 6 to 8 pons of 
straw . 

.A.man rice is grown on lowlying clayey lands, and it requires .Aman 

suah a large quantity of water that high lands, unless situated rice. 
verl close . to. tanks;~ canals or any other reservoirs of ·water, -
are not suited for. its production. Some of the best varieties 
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require a ~lay soil and about one and a half feet of water 
almost from the time of planting to harvest time. The met.hod 
of cultivation differs according to the comparative height 
of the land to be sown, that is, according as it is situated 
below the flus land or much lower down, remaining under water 
for the greater part of the year. In the first case the land is 
generally loam and the rice is either· sown broadcast or trans­
planted. In the other case the soil is almost invariably clay, 
and transplanting is f.he general rule. 

The lowlying clay lands suitable for transplanted aman rice 
receive very little tillage. Some cultivators are of opinion that 
these lands ought not to be ploughed in summer, for thi(opera. 
tion destroys the grasses on the growth of which the success of 
the crop depends. In April or May, after a heavy shower of 
'rain, the land may be once ploughed, while the soil still contains 
a large a~ount of water. This ploughing of the wet land 
instead of destroying the grasses encourages their growth. At 
the end of June, when the land has been quite saturated by the 
monsoon rains, the low embankments round the field should be 
repaired and water allowed to collect within them. The grasses 
·are theJ,J, ploughed into the soil and the seedlings planted. There 
is no doubt some truth in the statement that grasses serve the 
purpose of green manuring; but this practice can be carried 
too far, as is evident from the fact t_hat rice grown on lands 
which have ·not been early ploughed frequently suffer from the 
disease known to the cultivators as kadamrira. 

Fo.r the nursery a plot of ground is chosen either in a corner 
of the field itseU or in a place where water is easily available. 
It is heavily manured with well-rotted dung and ashes after 
careful ploughing. For sowing advantage is taken of a slight 
rain, or the moisture necessary for the purpose is obtained by arti­
ficial irrigation. A maund of seed is sown bro!l'doast on a bigha 
of nursery land. Sometimes a little more. The field must not 
be watered f!.fter sowing, for this causes the soil to sink and cake, 
which greatly interferes with tha proper germination of the 
seed. The seedlings are ready for transplantation when they 
are about a foot high. After they have been taken out their 
roots are well washed. They are then made into bnndles, each 
bundle containing as many plants as can be grasped with both 
hands and kept floating in water. They may be transplanted 
either on the day they have been removed from the nursery or 

-the day after, further delay being, according to general opinion, 
injurious. But on this point opinions differ. Some think 
that the seedlings should never be planted fresh, and that they 
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can be kept for three or four days without being any the 
worse for it. One bigha of b.nd will require 60 to 70 -
bundles of seedlings, and this is the produce of about two 
kathas of nursery. 

The usual time for transplanting is the end of June and the 
beginning ·of July, but very much depends in tliis respect on the 
period and amount of rainfall. The seedlings are planted in the 
soft earth at a distance of nine to fifteen inches apart, four to 
five being placed together. Being a crop of the rainy season 
aman rice does not generally require artificial irrigation, but in 
October and November, just when the plants begin to blossom, it 
is sometimes necessary. Manuring is not much practised in its 
cultivation, but in some places the more intelligent cultivators use 
20 baskets of cowdung or a maund of 9il-cake per bigha just 
before transplanting the seedlings. 

This valuable crop is largely cultivated in the Burdwan Potatoes. 

district, .and the cultivation is yearly increasing.· "The localities 
generally selected for its cultivation are the old beds of rivers, and 
the crop is grown with great success in the neighbourhood of 
Cbakdighi, Saktigarh, Satgachia and Bohar. It is also grown 
largely in the portion of the district which lies to the south 
of the Damodar river. The best potato soil is a sandy loam 
having as tine a texture as possible. It must not be saline, 
nor contain· too much iron. Soils containing kankar or nodules 
of carbonate of lime are also considered unsuited for potatoes. ·· -
As artificial irrigation is indispensable canals, tanks, marshes 
or some other form of reservoir must be close by. Irriga-
tion from wells is not remrted to, but the practice of potato­
growers in the Patna and. Shahabad districts shows that 
where labour is cheap and- the water is within a reasonable 

- depth this mode of irrigation can be profitably adopted. 
Potatoes are often grown on the same field year after year, 
a. newly broken field not giving. a good outturn~ They are 
generally grown after autumn rice as a second crop ; but a field 
which grows only potatoes gives a better and much earlier crop 
which brings greater profit to the cultivator, although early 
sowing is attended with risk of serious injury from late rain. 
Of the other crogs sugarcane, oilseeds and pulses are grown 
everywhere and a small quantity of jute is grown in the thanas- of 

. Kalnaand Jamalpu.r. Indian-corn is raised on the western border. 
No statistics showing the extension of cultivation are available, Ex'IEN· 

but it is known that large areas hav~ been brought under culti- sxoN °~' 
t . . h' "h I t h If - 'all • h CULTIV.A• va JOn w1t m t e as a century, espec1 y 1n t e western part TION. 

of the district, which a hundred years ago was an unpeopled 
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wilderness of sal forest and jungle. There is now little land in 
the district of nny agricultural value which is not used for crop. 

IMPEovB· Little has been done to improve the methods of cultivation . 
MENT OF d til t t • t d t • METHoDs. an , un recen years, o 1n ro uce new crops or o 1mprove the 

· }ertility of the crops grown. The implemE:)nts used by the 
ordinary cultivator are simple and inexpensive and yet efficient; 
and it would be -hard to find any substitutes that would so well 
suit the conditions of the people a.Iid the climate. Perhaps the 
most importapt mechanical ad vance has been the introduction of 
the Behia sugar mill which has in most places superseded the old 
'wooden screw. Iron pans have replaced earthen vessels for 

-boiling the sugarcane juice and, as has already been noted, 
irrigation vessels are now often ·made of iron instead of . wood. 
Attempts have from time to time been made to introduce iron 
ploughs, but without much success. 

Manures. Manures are largely used and their use is well understood. 
In most villages few fields, excepting those grown in rice, can be 
found which receive none, while no farmer would dream of 
growing without manure such crops as sugarcane, potatoes, 
onions, etc~ 

-Those generally used are-
Cowdung, 
Cowdung ashes, 
Oil-cakes, including both castor and mustard cake, 
Hide salt, and 
Tank mud. 

Cowdung is to some extent wasted by being used as fuel, but 
generally no good cultivator would think of doing so. Cowdung 
is considered the manure, and the -Bengali term for manure is • 
synonymous with it. An idea may be formed of the high 
appreciation in which it is held by the popular rural saying "sar 
satga Lakshmi" -Cow dung is the real La'kshmi {goddess of fortune). 
Every farmer has his dung-heap. For this a '(liece of low ground 
is selected close to the cowshed, or a hole is made in which is 
collected the daily supply of dung, dung ashes, wood ashes, 
waste straw, refuse of vegetl1bles, and in fact everything- that 
has the least manurial value. Both castor and mustard cakes 
are now very largely used especially in potato, sugarcane, ginger 
and cabbage fields. The other manure most commonly used is 
the black mud whie;h is scraped off the bottom of tanks. To 
obtain the best results it is necessary to apply it in large 
quantities. 

The rotation of crops is practised, but it cannot be said that 
any .tegular system of rotation is followed. The condition of 
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the field at the time, the state of the weather, the demand in the 
market and the individual means of the particular farmer are 
the considerations that usually determine-the particular_ crop. 
The general custom is to grow rice after rice on the lowlying 
lands, and on the higher grounds surrounding the village sites 
to grow autumn rice in the rainy 'season and <>ne of the pulses 
as a winter crop. Potatoes, onions, etc., sometimes take the place 
of the pulses. Sugarcane is a special crop requiring a full year 
to ripen, and is grown at intervals of three or four years. 

The plough cattle of the district, like those of the rest of CATTLE 

Bengal, seem to belong to a special breed, perhaps indigenous 
to the Gangetic delta. Generally speaking only as many animals 
are kept as are needed for the cultivation of the land and the 
supply of a few ounces of milk for family use. All the live· 
stock that an average farmer possesses consist of a pair of 
bullocks and a milking cow and calf. Sometimes one spare 
bullock is kept, but as often as not the cow and the calf are 
wanting. The are!t of land that can be worked with a pair of 
bullocks depends very much on the nature of the soil. Where 
rice is the only crop grown a pair of good animals is considered 
sufficient for 20 to 25 bighas of land. Oattle suffer much-from 
want of pasturage. In ihe west the country is hilly and undu· 
lating and mostly devoid of natural vegetation; the wild grasses 
on the laterite soil are few in number and yield a very small 
amount of fodder. In the eastern portion of the district the­
pressure of the population is such that no land which is in any 
way fit for cultivation can be spared for pasture or for raising 
any crop specially meant for Iodder. The grazing grounds which 
were formerly common to the village have been absorbed, and -the 
rice straw which is by far the most important, if not the only 
fodder for the cattle, is required for thatching. Hay-making is 
practically unknown, and the system of grazing followed is most 
wasteful. The grazing grounds, where such exist, and the- fields 
are never protected by fences, and the cattle are at liberty -to run 
over them at all times without restriction. Grasses thus get no 
chance to grow as the cattle crop them down as soon as they 
appear above ground. 

Annual fairs are held at Agradwip in the Katwa subdivision, F11.il'B. 

at :Bagnapara llnd Uddhanpur in Kalna, and at Dadia. and 
Kanchannagar in Burdwan. These gatheripgs, particularly 
those at Bagnapara, which is a Vaishnavite place of pilgrimage, 
and Agradwip where there is a religious festival in April every 
year at which some 10,000 people assemble, -are mainly of a · 
religious character, but are also used for trade purposes. 
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1'he Palla farm was started by the Burdwiin Raj in 1885 and 
is situated at ,Palla on the bank of the Eden Oanal, about three 
miles south of the Burdwan Railway Station. The area is 31 acres 
9f which 25 are cropped, the remainder being under roads, buildings, 
etc. The station is maintained by the Burd wan Raj under the 
supervision of the Agricultural Department. The annual expen­
diture amounts to Rs. 4,500 and the annual income now is about 
Rs. 2,000. Under a recent agreement the Raj deposits annually 
in the Burdwan Treasury Rs. 2,500 to the credit of the Deputy 
Director of Agriculture. _ If in any year the profit on the station 
exceeds Rs. 2,000 or the total expenditure is less than Rs. 4,500 
the propor~ionate sale-proceeds will be credited to the Raj. The 
chief crops grown are paddy, jute, potatoes and sugarcane. 

An Agricultural Association- has recently been started, the 
members are landholders and- pleaders and the proceedings are 
usually conducted in English. The cultivators' holdings are ge­
nerally very small, but it is hoped to reach the actual cultivator of 
the soil through the landlord by means of the Association. It has 

- already done much in the way of seed distribution to cultivators, 
and there is an aminal agricultural show in connection with it. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

NATURAL CALAMITIES. 

THE earthquake of 1897 was felt all over the district, its effects EARTrr• 
0 t' I R 0 d A I h QUAKES. bemg par 1cular y severe at aniganJ an sanso w ere many 

of the masonry buildings were damaged. Four lives were lost in 
the district, but otherwise little serious damage was done. Slight 
earthquake shocks are experienced fairly often, the most recent 
·having occurred in August 1909. • 

The great cyclone of 187 4 caused widespread damage in the CYcLoNES, 

district, the vortex passing right over the town of Burdwan 
itself. , The following account is condensed from the Collector's 
reports. The storm burst upon Burdwan at 8 P, M. on the 15th 
of October 1874 from.the north-east, and towards the morning of 
the 16th the wind shifted to the east attaining its utmost fury. 
The vortex passed over the town at fj A, M. on the morning of the 
16th, and towards 12 o'clock th9 storm gradually abated. The 
storm was throughout accompanied by heavy rain, and the Banka -
and Bhagirathi overflowed flooding the surrounding coun:try. The 
area of the greatest destruction was from Panagarh to Memari. 
Many large trees were uprooted and others broken. According 
to the police reports 99 lives were lost mostly by the fall. of 
houses, and in one thana (Bud-bud) 57 cattle and 393 goats and 
sheep -were killed. Five per cent. of the houses in Bnrdwan 
town were completely destroyed and fifteen per cent. unroofed 
or partially damaged, and the Collector estimated the total-num-
ber of houses destroyed in the district at 21,677. The force of 
the wind was so great that a train, on the East Indian Railway 
near Khana junction was blown completely over. l'he lowest 
barometric reading recorded at Burdwan was 28·44, or reduced 
to sea-level 28·54 at 5-51 A. M,, showing a depression of 1~36 
inches below th(\ normal atmospheric pressure, and the velocity 
of the wind was estimated to be at least 92·5 miles per hour. 

On the whole Burdwan is less liable to famine than most other LIABILITY 

districts of the Province. The Asans-ol subdivision depends on ~IIINB. 
industry for its prosperity rat.her than on agriculture, and it is 
improbable that the failure of the crops here would ever cause 
serious dhtrese. The deltaic portion of the district is more liable 

B2 
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to famine, as the peopw depend almost entirely upon the winter 
rice crop for their means of subsistence; and a fa.i.lure of this crop 
could not be compensated for by the antumn rice crop which is 
only cultivated on a comparatively small scale. The means of 
communication, however, are good and amply sufficient to avert 
the extremity of famine from the greater part of the district, 
though certain tracts in the south and north-east, such as thanas 
Khandaghosh and Raina, and portions of Manteswar are more · 
or less isolated. Durd wan sufiered seriously in the great famine 
of 1770 a-q &()COunt of . which has been given in Chapter II. 
During the past half century the district has experienced two 
famines-in 1866 and 187 4. 

Funn Burdwan was one of the districts of Lower Bengal in which the 
OJ' 1866. famine of 1866 was severely felt, although not to anything like 

the same degree. as in the adjoining district of Midnapore. The 
early or autumn rice crop of 1865 was a full one, anrl the winter 
rice crop, take'!l over the whole district, probably did not average 
less t~an two··thirds of a full outtum. By Maroh 1866, however, 
distress began to m1ke itself felt, and coarse rice, which formerly 
sold at from Re. 1-4 to Rs. 2 per maund at that time of the 
year. was then selling at Rs. 4-8. In June the price rose to 
Rs. 5 a maund against Rs. 2-2, the usual rate in that month~ In 
the beginning of July there was a sudden influx of paupers into 
the town of Burdwan, principally from the weaving towns of 
Chandrakona in Midnapore (then in Hooghly), and. Bishnupur 
in Bankiira, and from the Birbhiim district. The attraction to 
the town was caused by the customary distributions of rice . 
made by the Maharaja, and by the trustees of various religious 
endowments. The Maharaja increased his daily charitable distri­
butions of rice, but the increasing number of applicants made 
it impossible f9r all to gain access to the existing relief-houses, 
and it was soon fonnd that charitable subscriptions were unable to 
cope with the increasing distress.. Gover~ment aid was invoked 
and in August the Board of Revenue granted a sum of Rs. 3,000 
for the relief of the distress, which was soon after followed by a 
further grant. of Rs. 2,000. Upon receipt of these funds, the 
Commissioner of the Division formed a. committee, consisting 

.. partly of official and partly of private gentlemen. At the first 
·.meeting of the committee a. letter was read from' the Maharaja of 
Bnrdwan, offering to provide for all the desHtute pa11pers in 
Burdwan town entirely at his owu expense, the arrangements 
being subject to the supervision and approval of the Commissioner. 
This munificent offer was at cnoe accepted, and from the ~th 
September the work of gratuitoWJ relief~ the toWJl was made ove: 
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o the Maharaja. The Maharaja's representative at first appeare~ 
to be unwilling to make·labour a condition of relief. He even­
tually found, however, that the number of applicants could never 
be expected to decrease as long as all who asked were fed gratui­
tously. Clothes were distributed gratuitously to 2,183 persons in . 
all; and money was given to enable the paupers to return to their 
homes, as the distress began to subside. In October the number 
of applicants fell gradually9 and on the 31st of that -month the 
returns showed only 1,206 as being fed daily. The total expendi­
ture of the Maharaja up to the 4th November amounted toRs. 
14,550. It was reported officially that the people in the town. at 
the end of the year did not show any signs of emaciation or 
starvation. Men and women were stout and in good case. 
There appeared to be no limit to their rations. Several of them 
had been for months subsisting on this charity, and, though 
probably stronger and haler than they ever were in their lives 
before, had not done a day's work. Not a man was being em· 
ployed in the labour yard. In fact, it seemed that labour had 
been almost optional and not compulsory. 

Outside the town the distress was not very serious ; but the 
country on the opposite side of the Damodar, which ia unprotected 
by embankments, was flooded and 3,065 houses were destroyed · 
the inhabitants of which left their homes for the tow.ns in search of 
food. The Ranlganj subdivision probably suffered most severely 
in the famine. At that time this part o~ the district was included 
within the magisterial jurisdiction of the Bankura district~ only 
the revenue jurisdiction being attached to Burdwan. The town of 
Raniganj contained several emigr;ation depots, and in the first 
four months of J 866 no fewer than seventeen thousand emigrant 
coolies left Raniganj by rail. In the middle of June, emigra. 
tion was stopped, as small-pox had broken out among the coolies 
and was being imported into the town. Severe distress. was 
manifested in June,· when it was reported that, in consequence 
of the drain on ·the· male population due to emigration, Rani· 
ganj was full of women and children, who followed carts laden 
with rice, picking up the grains which fell. · Soon afterwards, 
numbers of destitute people began to flock in from M.anbhiim 
and on the 30th June a sum of Rs .. 500 out of the Rs.- 5,000 
which had been a.lsigned to the .Bankura district was allotted 
to Raniganj, The mean·s at the disposal of the Committee were 
still inadequa~e, and a further grant of Rs. 2,000 '!as made by 
the Board of Revenue; a sum of Rs. 1,000 was also receivecl from 
a f':nd subscribed by the servants of the East Indian_ Railway 
Company and Rs. 500 more from the Bankura Oentral Committee 
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Centres of relief were thereupon opened at· ~our places in the 
interior of th& subdivision, where gratuitous distributions as well 
as cheap sales of rice were made. The mortality in the town from 
diseases induced by privation of food was very considerable, and 
a pauper hospital and, afterwards, a small-pox hospital were 
established. The number of deaths in the streets and hospital 
was estimated at an average of fifteen a day during the months 
of July, August and September, and numbers of children were 
deserted. Employment on the roads was found for 1,500 paupers 
in September. The mortality, however, still continued very great, 
the paupers flocking in from Bankura, Manbhiim and Deogarh 
in a state of utter prostration, and- .dying soon after they 
arrived from the effects of starvation, dysentery and diarrhooa. 
The total amount expended on ~elief in the Raniganj subdivision 
was Rs. 7,568, and the a.ggregate of the daily total of persons 
who received relief was returned by the Committee at 348,296 
a daily average of 2,902 for the four months, from the middle 
of July to the middle of November, during which the operations 
were in ·progress. · 

In" B~rd wan generally l excluding the Raniganj subdivision 
which did not then belong to the district), the total amount 
expended on relief by the Burd wan, Katwa and Kalna Relief -
Committees was as follows :-From the Board of Revenue, 
Rs. 8,000 ; from the Calcutta Central Relief Committee, Rs. 2,000; 
private subscriptions Rs. 9,558; total Rs. 14,558. The Katwa. 
and Kalna. relief centres were maintained_ solely by private 
subscriptions. This sum, however, does not include the ex pen· 
diture incuned by the Maharaja and other private individuals in 
giving. relief, besides Rs. 4,830 granted and Rs. 4,210 advanced 
for spe.oial works. 

In concluding the district narrative of the famine in 
Burdwan the Famine Commissioners remarked that "speaking 
comparatively, the people of this district did not suffer severely. 
The generally prosperous condition of the cultivating classes, 
caused by their proximity to the Calcutta. markets~ enabled them 
to oppose a greater power Qf resistance to famine than that which 
could be offered by the cultivat:ors of the less advanced districts 
to the .west and south-west, and they also received much support 
from their landlords. The day-labourers we:i:·e driven into the 
towns to seek for subsistence, and there swelled the crowds of 
paupers who had come in from districts which had suffered more 
.severely. In these centres disease and death were unavoidable. 
Although the external relief granted to this district was small 
we. think that it probably did not fall short of the requirements. 
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It would, however, have been well if the organised relief at the 
different points in the interior of the district had been begun 
earlier in the season." 

The following account of the famine of 1874 is condensed FA:MINB 

from Mr. A. P. Macdonnell's " Food Grain Supply and Famine o:r 1874
• 

Relief in Bihar and Bengal." Relief operations in Burdwan 
during 1874 were for a. lengthened period very widespread, but 
the distress which called for them cannot be wholly attributed 
to the failure in the harvests of 1873. The year 187 4 found 
the district suffering from the effects of two years of markedly 
adverse harvests and nearly ten successive years of virulent 
epidemic fever. Not only were the material resources of the people 
reduced, but their physical capacity was also seriously impaired. 
In 1872 the rains commenced very late and they were not equally 
distributed. There was a very short outturn of the winter rice 
crop, the principal food supply of the people. Several plots of 
land, even entire villages, remained uncultivated. Only in the 
Katwa subdivision-less than one-eighth of the district-was the 
rainfall seasonable or the harvest good. The rains in 1873 were 
not so greatly deficient in quantity as unseasonable in distribu-
tion, and in September and October there was great deficiency. 

Distress which had gradually been making way, first attracted 
serious attention in the north-west of the district about the 
beginning of April. The Collector on proceeding to the spot_~ 
found "the condition of some of the people very wretched, the 
labourers complained very loudly of want of work, and it­
appeared that many of the men had emigrated to Kachar and 
elsewhere leaving their women and children. The· so-called 
respectable classes were nearly as loud in their com plaints as the 
poor ; goldsmiths complained that their trade was at a. standstill ; 
barbers, that the people had given up shaving; cultivators that 
the grain-lenders had refused the usual advances; Brahmans, 
that their sources . of income had failed; village watchmen that 
their service lands yielded next to no crops, and that their money 
dues were not paid; mendicants, cripples and lepers, that charity 
was no more; weavers, that advances were no more to be had. 
Allowing of course for some exaggeration in all these complaints, 
still the looks of. many of the complainants were enough· to 
prove that they lvere in the main founded ou truth." On the 
1st of June the Collector after a tour of inspection, wrote :-" The 
eye is at once caught by the anmmic, clammy faces of the 
sufferers from chronic fever." The-circle of distress as the year 
wo.re on widened still more. In July around Katwa in almost 
every village visited by him and the Oivil Surgeon mere or less 
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distress was found; some of the poorest people were even found 
to be eating grass seeds. . 

. Charitable relief began in the first week of April, when nearly 
seven thousand persons were gratuitously fed. The number rose 
to ·eleven thousand in the end of May and twenty-six thousand 
in the end of June, whilst during the three following months of 
July, August and September, the recipients of charitable relief 
never fell below fifty-five thousand and rose in the middle of 
August to seventy thousand. · In all 6,812 tons of rice were 
gratuitously distributed, 3,002 tons advanced on loan and 1,495 
tons paid as wages. At ihe same time Rs. 5,46,723 were 
expended in charitable relief, Rs. 62,277 in wo.ges and Rs -70,559 
advanced on loan. Labourers employed on relief works numbered 
on a daily average 1,168 in January, 3,513 in February, 3,359 in 
March, 6,430 in April, 9,613 in May, 11,574 in June, 7,571 in 
July, 5,252 in August, and 2,206 in September, after which this 
form of relief ceased; but on the last day of November 3,475 
persons were still being fed at the cost of Government.. All 
relief was brought to a close with the end of the year. ' 

Since this famine the district has been singularly immune 
from serious scarcity. In 1884-85 there was some considerable 
distress due to failure of the crops in two successive years. 
Local relief works were -opened, gratuitous relief was distributed 
and loans were advanced. The supply of food was, how­
ever, always plentiful in the markets and prices never reached 
famine rates. In 1896-97, when the adjacent district of Bankura 
was seriously affected with scarcity, Burdwan escaped scatheless; 
not a single relief work was opened and not a single person 
publicly received' gratuitous relief. During 1904 some portions 
of the Burdwan and Katwa subdivisions suffered from scarcity 
as a rE~sult of the failure of the a us rice. crop, but the distress 
was local and short-Ii ved. The total cost of the relief operations 
which -were closed in July was Rs. 26,600; Rs. 3,000 was 
expended in gratuitous relief and loans amount_ing to Rs. 35,000 
were made. - . 

FLooDs. From the earliest times the district has been protected from 
flood by embankments along the Damodar and Ajay. At first 
individual effort rather than public contribution provided for 
their construction. A. farmer or landowner whose field was 
threatened would construct a bandh to save it with the result 
that the flood water would attack some other point further down. 
'l'he process would be repeated again and again until the banks 
of the rivers were protected by a series of regular embankme:qts 
Before the last half of the 19th century, however, these wer~ 
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neither so extensive nor so· strong as to effectually check the 
fd'ry of the great floods to which hill-fed streams, such as the 
Damodar and Ajay, are liable, and the early histol'y of the district 
is full of accounts of disastrous floods which breached the embank­
ments and caused widespread damage. The earliest recorded 
occurred in. 1770 and the injury which it caused to the winter 
rice crop, following on a previous season of scarcity owing to 
drought, intensified the famine of that year. The inundation 
was first observed on the 29th September, when the waters of the 
Damodar rose to a level with the top of the embankment, and 
:o.ear the western extremity of the town of Burdwan the embank· 
ment gradually gave .way. The damage was repaired, but four 
or five days afterwards a second rising of the river resulted 
in the entire destruction of the embankment. Every effort to 
check the violence of the torrent proved in vain and the town of 
Burdwan was almost totally destroyed : not an earth-built house 
remained, and even those constructed with bricks suffered consi­
derably. The Ajay had also flooded its banks, and the whole 
tract between that river and the Damodar was under three or four 
feet of water. Sugarcane and cotton, both which crops appea.r 
to have been cultivated to a much larger extent than at present, 
suffered severely and the whole of thE;~ embankment was in a 
state of ruin, A sum of Rs. 80,000 was remitted from the land 
revenue payable by the Maharaja, in consideration of his under­
taking the necessary repairs, the cost of which, however, is said. 
to have far exceeded the sum remitted. It was not till a period 
of two years had elapsed that the cultivators began to recover 
from the disaster. The Maharaja and other zamindars, in spite 
of the destruction of their crops, cattle and homesteads insisted on 
the payment of rent, a.nd it does not appear that any further 
abatement in the Government demand for land revenue was 
granted on account of the calamity • 

.- Another flood which seems to have been equally disastrous 
occurred in 1787. Describing the damage caused by it the Collector, 
Mr. Kinloch, wrote: "The town is totally destroyed, not a vestige 
of a mud house remaining, and even those built of brick are 
many of them fallen or so entirely damaged that a longer resi­
dence in them becomes dangerous. Many people have lost their 
lives and a grei}t number of cattle are drowned.'~ An_d again: 
"Every house in Burdwan and every village contiguous to it fell 
down-nothing but the banks of tanks remained for the reception 
of every living animal." -. 

The inlmdation of 1823, which commenced on the night of the FLooD oF 

2l3th September, was caused by the bursting of the embankments 1823. 



106 BURDWAN. 

I 

of the Damodar, the Bhiigirathi and minor. streams. A 
oorresponclent of the " Calcutta Monthly Journal " has described 
the inundation:~ "Picture to yourself a flat country complete. 
ly under water, running with a force apparently irresistible, and­
ca~ying with it dead bodies, roofs of houses, palanquins and 
wreck of- every description. It lasted for three days ; communi­
cation was out off, and the owners of masonry houses took refuge 

: on the roofs. For many miles the thatched and mud houses, as 
well as thousands of trees, were prostrated. Such trees as had 
withstood the· ravages· of the flood formed the resting places of 
men." The are~ embraoed by the flood commenced from Bali, 
and extended for twenty-five miles. The villages on both banks 
of the Bhagirathi, especially on the west_ bank, were' submerged. 
The height of the water in these villages was at first about three 
feet. The inundation rose, and at its height, on the 2nd Octobe:r, 

FLOOD OF 
1855. 

-the water was about seven feet deep. On the 29th September a 
boat sailed across country from Oalcutta to Burd wan. The loss 
of ~ife was immense. The crops were destroyed ; the houses 
,were submerged and ultimately carried away ; the people were 
destitute of food, so that parents sold their offspring for a 
niC?uthful of rice. The landmarks distinguishing the holding 
of the cultivators were swept away, and- great confusion and 
endless litigation naturally ensued. The owners of properties 
were converted into claimants for land which had been in their 
possession and that of their forefathers for generations. 

The inundation of 1855 resulted in the destruction of the 
embankment_ on the right side of the Damodar. Previous to 
this time the embankments had- been in charge of the zamindiirs 
or landholders within whoso estates they-lay; but as their neglect 
caused the periodical breaching of the embankments Government 
took the matter into its own hands and maintained the embank­
ment itself, debiting each landlord with a portion of the cost. 
After the destruction of the embankments on the right side of 
the Damodar in 1855 it was resolved to abandon them, and 
to keep up only those on the left bank. New embankments have 
accordingly been constructed along the whole of the left bank of 
the .Damodar, a measure which has resulted in the comparative 
immunity of the country north of it from flood. Floods still do 
occur as in August 1909 when, owing to heavy 'l'ains, the Banka 
and other rivers overflowed and flooded large tracts of country. 
The water took several days to run off and the crops were 
damaged by their continued immersion. Many houses were 
damaged and five lives were lost. 

( 
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CHAPTER VII. 

RENT, WAGES AND PRICES. 

IN the early days of our rule the relation between landlord RENTs. 

and tenant in the district seems to have been anything but 
satisfactory. The zamindar generally let out his estates in small 
Jlarcels to farmers ·and, while these were under engagement for the 
revenue to their landlord, they had themselves no similar 
agreements with the tenants. In a letter to the Board o_f 
Revenue, dated June 1788, the Collector (Mr. Kinloch) remarks: 
" But I must observe that in this extensiv~ district not more than 
one-fourth of the ryots a~e in possession of pattahB and these 
have been granted by•the farmers or their gumaBktas." He . 
goes on to particularise the several classes of tenants. " The 
first, he says, are the Khoad Kasld, or aborigines, being ryots 
of inferior caste, who pay house rent and a greater revenue for 
the lands they cultivate than the Pykkast who are ryots of a 
superior rank, that neither pay rent for their dwelling house,. 
nor do thex_. pay so high a revenue for their lands, these last 
are again -distinguished by the application of the Niz Gong 

. Pykasht, who cultivate the lands ,of their own village, and the 
Baza Gong Pykas~t, who pay a still lower rate of rent.· Besides 
these are the Muttarijfa ryots who do not cultivate lands ··but 
have shops and carry on a profession, and pay a high 
house rent, to all the above ryots." - The permanent settlement 
does not seem to have improved matters much and in a 
letter from the Judge and Magistrate, dated the 9th of 
March 1802, the confusion and fraud which permeated the 
relations of landlordsr farmers, and tenants is very vividly 
described. · -

"The interchange of engagements between the parties, with 
few exceptions, extends no farther than to the zamindar's farmer 
who is here termOO the Budder. farmer and to those amongst whom 
he subdivides his farm, in portions. An engagement between 
the latter and the cultivators ·or heads of a village, is scarcely 
known, except the general one, mutually understood to receive 
and pay, agreeably to past and preceding· years;: and for 
~soertaining this the accounts of the farm are no guide. -
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" The zamindar himself seeing that no confidence is to be placed 
in the accounts rendered him of the rent-roll of the farm from 
the p~a.ctice, which has so Ion~ prevailed, of fabrication and false 
accounts, never attempts to call for them at the expir1ttion of the 
lease; and instead of applying a correction of the evil, increases 
it, by farming out the lands literally by auction ; and the same 
mode is adopted in almost every subdivision of the farm. 
The consequence of such a system must be obvious; needy 
rapacious farmers and fraudulent tenants become friends, and 
collusively agree, at the expiration of the lease, to defraud the 
succeeding farmer. A trifling douceur for the ryot, or the ryots 
of a whole village, is sufficient to procure a fabrication of the 
accounts, and a receipt to correspond with them for a sum much 
below that actually paid in the revenue demand for the year; 
and these are the valid and incontrovertible vouchers, held out 
to the successor in farm for his guide. 

"The practice is, however, too universal and too well-known to 
deceive him; but he is _without an alternative, and acts his prede-

. cessor's part, in the repetition of it, :for if honestly disposed 
(which is rarely the case) he has not time to have recourse to a 
measurement for ascertaining the quantity and quality of lands in 
the 'a~oupancy of the cultivators, with a view to a fair and 
equitable assessment : and the ryots finding their benefit in the 
confusion, and despairing of honest dealing towards them while 
the present system exists, would oppose it, so as to )llake him a 
sufferer for the attempt." ~ 

The creation of patni tenures did much to remove these 
abuses by securing some permanence of tenure. to the farmer; 
written leases between-tenure holder and tenant are now practi­
cally universal, and most of the tenants possess occupancy rights; 
but in a great many oases they are not the actual cultivators, the 
holdings being let out to sub-tenants, for produce rents. No 
settlement of rents has yet been carried out in the district, 
but it is reported that the average rent per acre paid by the 
actual cultivator to his immediate landlord is approximately 
Rs. 6. For the inferior class of rice land in the neighbourhood 
of Raniganj and Asansol ,the rent is considerably less but on the 
other hand rice lands which are favourably situated, diara lands, 
and lands growing cane, potatoes or .similar specim crops demand 
a much higher rate. The latest survey and settlement in the 
district of any size was that of -the Khas Mahala of the Burdwan 
Raj. The statistics collected from this show that the assessment 
per acre for the low land varied from Rs. 15 to Rs. 3 with an 
average assessment of Rs. 9, while the assessment for high laud 
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varied from Rs. 6 to annas 12 per acre with an average assess­
ment of Rs. 3-6. · The average area. of the tenant's holding as 
ascertained from the records of this settlement was 4 acres. As 
has already· been noticed, a tenant usually pays rent in cash, but 
in many cases he does not actually cultivate the whole of his 
holding himself but sub-let~ portions of it to under-tenants who · 
pay rent in kind. Under this system the actual cultivator 
tills the land at his own cost, reaps the crop in the presence of 
the superior tenant or his agent, and carries it to the threshing 
floor where the grain and straw are divided in equal shares. 

Wages both fol' skilled and unskilled labour are fairly high. Wages. 

The monthly wages paid in the factories during 1908 were as 
follows, the variations depending on the class of work required, 
e.g., whether fol' brick-works, potteries, iron works- or paper mills. 
Blacksmiths Rs. 12 to Rs. 17; potters Rs •. 13-12-6 to Rs. 20; ·; 
carpenters Rs. 14 to Rs. 20; brick-layers Rs. 11; engine drivers · 
Rs. 11 to Rs. 16; potters Rs. 15; moulders Rs. 14-6 to Rs. 16-6;, 
holler-men Rs. 10 to .Rs. · 23; fire-men Rs. 8 to Rs. 10. · For"" 
unskilled labour the wages were Rs. 6 to Rs. 9 and for a woman · · 
Rs. 4 to Rs. 5; durwa.ns and messengers Rs. 8; jamadar 
durwan Rs. 13. The Chinese carpenters employed in the B~ngal 

_ Paper Mills, however, are paid as much as Rs .. 60 a month. 
In the town of Burdwan itself wages are considerably higher; 
an ordinary carpenter or mason gets Hs .. 22-8 a month while a __ 
skilled carpenter or ~ason gets Rs. 30; an ordinary labourer is 
paid Rs. 11-4 and a woman Rs. 8-14 a month; a ghorami gets· 
Rs. 15-8. Miners are usually paid from five annas six pies to 
seven annas a tub. Of late there hM been a considerable rise in 
the price of both skilled and unskilled labour-a result doubtless 
of the general i'~se in prices which has been so marked a· feature 
of recent years. In 1_900 the average monthly wage of an able .. 
bodied agricultural labourer was Rs. 7. It is now over Rs. 9, 
and in the years 1903-1905 rose so high as Rs.ll-4. During 
the same period the wages of a common mason, carpenter or 
blacksmith rose from Rs. 15 toRs. 16-8. .' 

Landlords and large farmers with holdings· of more than 5 Village 

or 6 acres usually engage farm servants to ·assist them· in the labourers. 

cultivation of their lands. Those employed temporarily, at _ 
seasons when extta assistance is required, are usually paid and 
engaged by the day, and are known as majurs (i.e., labourers, from 
majuri a. wage). Generally, however,, one or more permanent. 
servants are also kept. These are known as A:rishans (j.~ s., cul­
tiyators, from krisha to cultivate) and are paid •and engaged by 
t~~ month. Their wages are usually Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 a month 
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besides food and clothing or a little over Rs. 10 a month alto­
gether. The monthly labourer is g~nerally secured by the 
advanc~ of a loan which is not paid off and f"or the recovery of 
which a suit wouJd be filed i£ the labourer worked for any one 
else. A similar custom exists in Patna where such a labourer is 
known as a kamia but in that district the failure of the employer 
to maintain his kamia involves the breaking up of the contraot, 
and no further action is taken to recover the original debt. In 
Burdwan the debtor, though his service ceases for the time, 
returns to his master when required for fear of being sued for 
his debt. A daily labourer gets annas four to annas five a day 
during the cultivating season, and annas three to annas four 
during the harvest. besides food for two· meals daily and tiffin 
(1"alptln}. When not engaged in actual agricultural operations 

·~:such labourers find occupation in excavating tanks and embank-
. menta, in repairing the ridges of earth between the rice fields 

(aila), levelling and manuring fields, thatching, brick making, 
etc. The women who get much the same wages i£ paid in cash, 
are chiefly employed in husking rice and catching fish. 

Prices. · •• The steady rise in prices, which has been so marked a feature 
-of the recent economic history of India, is reflected in the figures , 
reported for the district. Common rice, the sta pie crop of the 
district, sold at Burdwan on the 30th of June .1890 for Rs. 2-9 

· per maund. The average price for the five years ending 1894 
· was Rs. 2-15. In 1899 this had risen to Rs. 3-1-5, in 1904 to 
· Rs. 3-5-8, and the average prioe for the five years ending with 
.1899 was Rs. 4-11-7. It is interesting to note that on the 18th 
of April 1788 the Collector reported that rice sold at Burdwan 
at 25-28 pucca seera a rupee, at Mandalkote (sic) at 20-24 
pucca seers, and at Sheogarh at 25 pucca seers. Similarly the 
price of gram and arhar, the cheapest of the pulses, rose from 
Rs. 2-1-6 and Rs. 2-0-9 per maund on the 30th of June 1890 to 
Rs. 3-6 and Rs. 4-12-6, respectively. The price -ol other articles 
has also risen in much the same proportion. The price of rice 
and other food stuffs reached its highest point in 1907-08, 
when the price of ordinary common rice rose to over Rs. 5. 
Prices remained almost stationery till the end of 1908-09. They 
have fallen considerably since, but it is improbable that they will 
ever again fall to the leTel at which they stoodtbefore the recent 
rise. 

tiATERIAL ' Sir William Hunter in hi9 statistical account gives a some. 
cowDITION what gloomy account of the material condition of- the people of 
oP rnBB Burdwan. But in 1874, when this account was written, the 
PBOPL • • • r 

district had only recently expenenced two fammes, and was 
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still_sufiering from the epidemic fever which in 1867-69 had 
almost entirely depopulated many of the smaller villages. The 
recovery from the effects of these disastrous years was sut'prising­
ly rapid. Fourteen years later the Collector reporte that even 
the poorest cultivators and field labourers were much more pros­
perous than was generally supposed; they were able to procure' 
and did procure a. sufficiency of wholesome food for themselves, 
and their wives, children and dependents; and besides this they 
had a surplus to bestow in charity, to ex1)end on festivals and 
celebrations and to enable them to meet at least the approaches 
of a time of scarcity. · 

" Twenty years ago as said, though probably- thirty years 
were meant (and whatever. the period, it was one within the · 
memory ol the people), the rate used to b~ for a reaper or ordinary 
field labourer his food and four_ seers of dhan each day. The· .. 
rates are now his food and five seers of clhat~ per diem.- The 
price of dhdn has nearly doubled inthe period. Mofeover, in 
tho height of the field season, from August to December, labour 
is at a premium and special rates have, to lie given. The dis­
appearance of indebtedness, which was general in 1872, is a. re;·· · 
markable circumstance. The rural mahajans.., to whom the pocn: 
cultivators and labourers were practically bound as serfs, have 
also disappeared. The present class of mahdJans only deal witli 
the middle class on the security of landed property, which is __ 
nearly always rent-free. Most of the people whom I questioned 
owed nothing at all ; others owed a rupee or two to a fellow 
labourer, or a rupee or two to their permanent employer. These 
employers still retain their field labourers by lending grain to 
them in the slack season without interest. These . transactions 
are not regarded as loans, still less as mahajani. The only 
women and children whom I found employed on out-door labour 
for hire belonged to the poor relatio_n and semi-dependant _class. 
widows and orphans. The poorest Ba.uri labourer did not let his 
wife work for any one but himself.'' 

Nor was this increase in prosperity confined to these) classes. 
"The average income of the ordinary village artisans, such as the 
carpenters, blacksmiths or potters is higher~ far than those of 
the labourers, and if sometimes they are not really so well-off, 
it is solely because·~their standard and status are· higher. The 
labour of the coal mine coolies is always at a premium 
and though their circumstances and surroundings look squalid 
and wretched in the extreme, their. bodies are invariably 
well nourished, and they get quite enough to eat· and far more 
than enough to drink. The other special labourers engaged 
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at molasses manufacture, at rail way yards and grain stores, 
in driving carts, as boatmen, and in piece work of all kinds 
are all men of exceptional physique'; their average earnings are 
not less than Rs. 8 a month and for some months are much 
higher. 

" The material surroundings of the poorer classes, their houses, 
clothes, utensils and ornaments often indicate a very different posi­
tion from that in which an examinatidn into their incomes shows 
them to be. The plainest case is that of the colliery coolies whose 
earnings are the highest of any ordinary labourers, and whose 
huts, clothes, and surroundings are sordid in the extreme. The 
state of these externals much depends on the race to which the 

· people belong, and the social position which they hold and feel 
themselves bound to maintain. The Banris and Santals care for 
brass ornaments only. Brass utensils are, everywhere now in use, 
and the adoption of the umbrella even by coolies is as universaL"• 

The improvement has gone on steadily in the past twenty 
years and is now noticeable in every class of the community. 
The peasant, the artizan, and the labourer are infinitely better 
off than their predecessors of two or three generations back. 
Evidence of this meets the eye on every side in the shape of better 
houses, richer food and dress, and a more liberal expenditure on 
ornaments, braes eating vessels and luxuries. The rise in the 
price of rice and other crops has made the cultivating classes 
practically independent of the money-lenders, and has put them in 
possession of an amount of ready money which they never 
possessed before. The discovery of coal and iron and the con­
sequent development of industry has filled the Asansol subdivision 
with a throng of busy and prosperous artizans and miners, whose 
wages are high and whose labour is in constant demand. The 
standard of comfort is gradually rising, and the people are no 
longer content with the bare necessaries of life. All classes are 
well fed and indulge in -a display of clothing and jewellery which 
their fathers never dreamed of. Articles of food which were 
formerly considered luxuries are now in common use, and better 
houses, better appliances, and better clothing are becoming general. 
The following is a brief sketch of the material condition of the 
different classes of the community. 

L dl d During the last century almost the whol2- of the vast estates 
an or s, ll . 

of the Maharaja c£ Burdwan were parce ed out mto tenures 
known as '' patni tliluks" the grantees of which not only gave 
him a high premium, but covenanted to pay an annual rental . . 

* Report on the condition of the lower classes of population in Bengal, 
Calcutta~ 1888. ' 
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in perpetuity, which, in every case, largely exceeded the Govern­
ment revenue. The system was recognized by law in 1819 
and a. power of sale precisely similar to that possessed by 
Government was given to· tbe landlord. The system has deve­
loped on the same Jines; the patnidars and tenure holderl!l under 
them have again and again sublet on the same terms, until 
estates are continually found with three or four or even more 
families introduced as middlemen between f.he landlord and the 
actual cultivator. The results of suoh a system of £:ubinfeuda­
tion are obvious. The landlords and intermediate tenure· 
holders have become mere annuitants upon the land, taking but 
little interest in their nominal estates beyond ensuring the 
payment of their rent, and practically indifferent to their improve­
ment, or the condition of the cultivators from whom their income 
is drawn. Embankments, drainage channels, tanks for irriga.- ,· 
tion or water .. supply and other works of public util!ty constructed 
by the generosity of former landlords, are allowed to fall into dis­
repair; it is no one's business to repair them. And the landlords 
have no incitement to undertake any fresh work of -improvement 
as they can hope for no pecuniary benefit from it. Generally 
speaking the patnidars and dar-patnidarB are as a. body far 
wealthier than the landlords from whom they hold their leases. 
The district is also sprinkled with numerous aimma tenures; relics 
of the Muhammadan occupation, but the aimmadara are for the._ · 
most part in needy circumstances. 

The professional classes are few in ~umber and cannot with the Profea­
exception of those in the legal profession be said to be prosperous. 1c1

1'onal , asses. 
Even at the bar success is the -except1on, and although large 
fortunes have been made by pleaders and barristers, and the 
Burdwan bar is famous as one of the strongest in the province, 
the lawyer who is undistinguished by influence finds it hard 
enough to make a. living. Properly qualified medical men are 
scarce and these in Asansol, Raniganj 1 and Burdwan do fairly 
well, but among the professional classes and those who work 
as clerks in Government or private employ, the struggle for exis­
tence has grown harder. Their incomes or salaries have not 
increased with the increase in prices, and they are" prevented by 
custom and tradition from engaging in other labour. 

The commercial1l.nd industrial classes, who form but a. very small Trading 
proportion of the population, have shared largely in the general classes. 

increase in prosperity. The rise of prices; the increased demand for 
imported articles and luxuries, and the development of communioa-
tio:rts have given a great stimuhts to trade. Silk and cotton weav-
iug. has agaiu become a profitable industry as the result of the 

I 
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Swadeshi movement, and a brisk trade is now carried on, the goods 
being exported -to Calcutta and even to Madras and Bombay. 
Brass and bell metal ware and cutlery are_ manufactured on a. fairly 
large scale and find a rr-ady market. Sweetmeat makers are 
nnmerous and the dis~ri,.t is famed for its sweetmeats of which 
the .be~t known are the khtija and ,,/a Grocers and small shop­
ke~p .. J'>~ are to be frmnd iu every villlig"", and in Raniganj and 
Burdwan there are a. large number of very wealthy Marwari 
merchants engaged in b'l.nking and money-1end1ng, the sale of 
cloth, and the manufacture of oil g,od oi1-cake, and flour. 

'11he· average -cultivator in Burdwan is on the whole fairly 
prosperous. The increase in proeperity of late years is due 
partly to the introduction of more profitable crops such as jute 
and potatoes, but mainly to the steady rise in the price of rice 

·which aione represents nearly four-fifths of the total agricuitural 
produce of the district. . The annual budget of the ordinary · 
cultivator as estimated in 1892 was as follows • :-

''The average area held is five acres, and the total annual 
value of the produce Rs. 252-8. The females husk_ rice for their 
, wealthier neighbours, thus earning Rs. 12 per annum. They 
never work in the fields, but assist in s11ch operations as threshing 
and winnowing i:f oa.rried on in the dwelling~house yard. The 
total income of a. cultivator of this class will therefore be Rs. 264-8. 
His outgoings are food, i!J.cluding fuel, pulse, oil, and salt, Rs. 120· 
The ordinary scale of diet is 2 lbs. of rice per adult male, 1! lb • 

. per female, and 1 lb. per child. This is boiled and eaten with two 
ounces of boiled pulse and condiments, in two meals taken .at 
midday and sunset. Breakfast consists of a little parched rice 
only. Clothing Rs. 15. This, in the case of males, consists of 
o. dhuti or waist-cloth, generally of European make, a gamcha or 
scarf, which also serves as turban, costing 12 annas and 4 annas 
respectively; so much is obligatory in all classes. But a culti­
vator of the upper rank will also indulge in a. pirat• or shii:t 
co8ting Re. 1-6, and a Manchester cltadar (sheet~ worn toga-wise, 
eight annas, a pair of leather shoes worth Re. 1-2, and an 
English umbrella. Re. 1-4. The tutal equipmen+ on the former 
scale stands a ryot in only Re. 1, and he need have but two 
'suits' a. year. The latter, which is also the garb of the lower 
middle class, will cost less than Rs. 4 annll"l:lly. A fE~male of 
this class wears a. long strip of · Manchester or mill-made cloth, 
named a. Bari, wrapped round her person from head to foot. Its 
price is -Re. 1 toRe. 1-8. Rent of land Rs. 17-8. Rents aie 

• (Memorandum on the Material Condition ot tlie Lowef Orders in Beng~, 'by 
F. B. B. Skrine, 1892,) 
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very high is this district, a fact due 1n some measure to the 
extensive sub-infeudation that prevails. Land which in the 
northern districts would not- be charged more than Rs. 3-12 per 
acre here fetches Rs." 4-8. Wages of labourers employed in 
emergent seasons such as reaping time, Rs. 5. The present 
rate!! are 10 lbs. of paddy, equivalent to rather more than 6lbs. of 
cleaned rice. and worth four annas per diem, plus food Repairs 
o.f implements, purchase of bullocks (four are kept, price Rs. 10 
each), social and religious ceremonies, Rs. 25. Total outgoings, 
Rs. 182-8. A ryot of this class should therefore have a surplus 
of Rs. 82 at the year's end, but unfavourable seasons, litig~tion, 
and extravagant expenditure on ceremonies leave him very little. 
At the same time it must be observed that the cultivators of this 
division are not serfs of the money-lenders, as too many are in 
the central districts. Money-lenders exist, but their clients are 
people of a higher stratum, the large middle-class with interests 
on land to dispose of. The disappearance of the money-lender 
was noticed by Sir W. Hunter in his monumental Gazetteer 
published 20 years ago: and it is still more complete at the 
present day." • 

Since that estimate was made the price of rice, the main 
source of income, has nearly-- doubled, while the expenditure has 
not increased to anything like the same extent, and there is little 
doubt that the cultivators are now much better off than they were __ 
thirty years ago. -

The artizans may be divided into the ordinary artizans,___such Artizans. 

as carpenters, blacksmiths and potters who are necessary ·for every 
community, and the artizans engaged in special industries, such as 
the weavers and braziers, or workers at- other hardware,in the 
district. The or~inary village artizans were formerly paid in 
kind, but this system is dying out and money wages are becoming 
the rule. These have risen, but it is doubtful whether they have 
risen proportionately to the increase ·in prices, and although the 
average income of this class is considerably higher than that of 
the ordinary labourerj their standard and status are also higher, 
and they are frequently not so well off. As to the special-ha.ndi~ 
craftsmen it is difficult to obtain definite biformation. When 
their trade is brisk they flourish, when it is slack they suffer, and 
suffer the more be~uPe they cling to it notwithstanding its decay, 
and refuse to seek the more remunerative occupations open to 
them. At present the Swadeshi movement has led to a consider-
able increase in the demand for. country-made cloth and other 
articles, and the silk and. cotton weaving which was formerly 
suoh an important industry_ is reviving. The skilled artizans 

12 
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employed in the mines and factories receive much higher 
wages. 

Labourers. In th_is district it is impossible to draw a sharp distinction 
between the poorer cultivators and the agricultural labourers. 
There are very few cultivators holding less than 4 acres who do 
not supplement their income ,by working as labourers, and there 
are scarcely any agricultural hbourers who do not hold some land 
from a garden patch of ten kathas to a share in rice fields. Even 
the non•a{Z'riculturallabourers very often hold patches of cultiva­
tion. Agricultural labourers are usually paid in grain,. and the 
increase in the price of fooil-stuffs has practically d9ubled the 
money value of their wage. The increase, however, is more 
apparent than real as the labourer requires much of the grain 
whioh he receives for his own consumption. It is doubtful there­
fore whether this class has increased much in material Frospeiity 
of recent years, though their circumstances are often much better 
o:ff than might be supposed. In the factories and mines most of 
the hands earn much higher wages than they could get at home. 
At Raniganj the labourers are mostly Bauris who will not as a 

. rule work more than half the month. Though they could easily 
cut two tubs a day, they are usually content with cutting one, 
and thE-y take frequent holidays. In Barakar Santals form the 
majority of the miners. The rate of payment has risen of recent 
years and in 1906 varied between 5 annas and 6 pies and 7 
annas a tub as compared with 3 annas in 1891 and 4 annas 
in 1895. The miners are usually a strong and merry lot, and for 
their status in life, very prosperous. 

Beggars.- The condition of no class varies so much as that of the mendi-
cants. The professional beggars and religious mendicants such as 
fakirs, vaz"shna1Jas, and sanyasis are often very well off. But there 
are a large number of homeless beggars, nearly all cripples or 
diseased persons, who derive a bare subsistence from charity and 
who have suffered very greatly from the recent rise in prices. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OCCUPATIONS, MANUF.ACTURES AND TRADE. · 

BuB.nwA.N with its coal mines and factories is much less OcouPA• 
dependent· on agriculture than the average Bengal district, TioNs. 

The statistics obtained at the census of 1901 show that 5~·9 
per cent. of the total population are supported by agriculture, 
a figure much below the average for the division. The a~ricul-
tura.l population in all numbers 902,000. Of these only 32 per 
cent. including 3,~00 rent-receivers, 251,000 rent-payers and 
36,000 labourers, are aCit.ual workers. The industrial population 
accounts for 16·7- of the total, of whom about half are actual 
workers including 22,000 miners, 4,500 potters, 9,000 cotton 
weavers, 20,000 rice pounders and 2,000 masons; goldsmiths, 
ironsmiths, sweetmeat makers, silk spinners and carpenters are 
also common. Commerce and the profesFtions support a very 
small number, only 1·3 per cent. of the population being engaged 

·in trade. while 2·3 per cent. are dependent on the profes-· 
sions for their livelihood: of the latter 43 per cent. are actual 
workers including 8,000 priests and religious mendicants, 2,700 
male and female doctors, and 1,100 teachers. About 113,000 
persons are earth-workers and ground-labourers, and 16,000 
are herdsmen. The following is a brief accoy.nt of the principal 
manufactures and industries of the district. 

T.he coal industry is naturally much the most noticeable CoAL. 

feature of the trade and commerce of the district. In ·spite 
of the difficulties caused by the scarcity of labour and the short-
age of wagons the industry has made very rapid stria'es of late 
years, and the number of mines rose from 37 in 1881 to 160 
in 1901. In 1903 there were 110 mines with an output of 
2,759,000 tons~ the number of work-people employed being 30,566, 
and in spite of the recent depression in trade the output has now 
(1909) increased t<? 3,414,628 and the number of work-people 
employed in the industry to 51,188. Most of the coal is sent by 
rail to tJalcutta, and from there it is exported in large quantities_ 
to Colombo and Bombay. The miners are generally' Bauris 
fro111 Burdwan itself or Santals, whQ have. immigrated from the -
neighbouring districts. It is quite com~on for all the members 

' . 
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of a family to work in the same mine, and as a. man's average 
wage is 12 ennas a day the work-people are fairly prosperous. 
A full account of the Ranigatlj coal-field is given in Chapter IX. 

The discovery of coal and iron has naturally led to. the 
establishment of factories in the neighbourhood of the collieries, 
and some of the most important industrial undertakings in 
Bengal are to be found in the Asansol subdivision. 

- The iron ore of the Raniganj field consists mainly of a clay 
iron ore somewhat altered at the surface and occurs in consider­
able abundance in the iron stone shale group of the lower division 
of the Gondwana system. The proximity of good coking coal 
at ·Barakar led to the formation there in 187 4 o£ a company 
under the title of ''The Bengal Iron Company" to work the ore. 
The Company, however, collapsed after five years and the concern 
was bought over by Government. It was afterwards sold to the 
Bengal Iron and Steel Company. These works are situated on 
the grand chord line of the East Indian Railway, a few miles 
from Asansol. They consist essentially of blast furnace3 and a 
foundry. There are three blast furnaces which are all of the 
same type, with· cup-and-cone arrangement for feeding and 
closing the mouth, and the hot blast is supplied by five tuyeres 
to each furnace. The blast is heated by Cowper stoves, of which 
there are eight. The coke for the furnaces is at present largely 
obtained from Jherria, though it is seriously under consideration 
by the firm to make all their own coke so as to ensure uniformity 
oJ quality. The large percentage of ash in Indian coal and coke 
is one ·of the difficulties which b3set the producer of pig-iron in 
this country. 'l'he ore is obtained over a considerable area in the 
Bengal coal-fields, and very different grade ores are obtained from 
the various workings. The ores all contain the iron in the form 
of Fe2 and 0 3 and some, e.g., the Kalimati ores, are high grade 
and contain as much as 65 per cent. iron. The majority, how­
ever, contain a ~igh percentage of silica, often as much as 20 per 
cent. With the present system of working, the various ores are 
mixed so as to feed the furnace with a material of constant pro­
portions. ·The Company are, however,· prepared to work with 
purer ore in one furnace so as to produce a. hromatite pig suitable 
for acid-hearth steel-making, if there· is suffi~ent demand .. The 

.limestone used comes from Sutna. 

The foundry which is close to the blast furnaces produces 
about 15,000 tons of castings per annum and is capable of mak­
ing from 25,000 to 30,000 tons. The Barakar pig only is UDed 
for the. foundries. Tho bulk of the castings are pipes and 
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potsleepers, but a number of small and intricate castings are also 
made. At Barakar there is also a stet~l·produoing and rolling 
plan~ (two 25-ton basic open-hearth furnace!! and rolling plant to -
correspond) which was put up and commenced work in 1904, but 
was closed down and is now lying idle. • 

The total quantity of iron produced during 1908 was 
46,906 tons valued at Rs. 27,13,625. The average number of 
operatives, employed daily, was 2.9-34, and most of them were 
housed in coolie lines naar the factory. The system of working is 
by shifts in the iron works and blast furnaces, and by midday 
stoppages in the foundry. About 1,7QO persons are daily 
employed in iron- mining, in order to procure a supply of the 
mineral for the iron and steel works at Barakar. The ore is 
found (1) in thin alluvial deposits and soil at a number of places, 
(2) as masses of hromatite and magnetitA in metamorphic rooks 
at Kalimati in Singbhiim, (3) in the ironstone shales of the 
Raniganj coal-field, The alluvial deposits were at one time 
worked by natives. ~rhe Raniganj ore is in the form of 

' carbonate at depth, but it ·readily weathers and at the surface con· 
sists of hromatite and limonite. The beds vary from 2 to 8 iuches 
in thickuess and form 1-17 of the whole series, which is 1,000 
rfeet thiok. About 50,000 tons of ore were won in 1901 from 
shallow trenches and pits. The success of the industry depends · 
in a great measure on the coking qualities - of the Bengal coai -
'l'he coke hitherto ~ade in the Raniganj coal-field is inferior 
in quality, but both Giridih and J_herria furnish a )lard coke 
suitable for blast furnaces, though rather liigh in ash. . 

There is also a small branch iron works at Barakar estab­
lished by Messrs. John King and Company, . Engineers.' and 
Founders of Howrah. The outturn iB very small and for 1908-09 
was valued at Rs. 1~250 only. . - · 

In connection with their pottery works at Raniganj, .Messrs~ 
Burn and Company have opened lime-works at Andil .and brick 
and tile .works at Durgapur. At the Raniganj pottery, the-oil.ly 
pottery 1n Bengal which is conducted on a large scale on weste_rn 
methods, the clays which are used are chiefly obtained :from the 
coal measures of the neighbourhood and consist of decomposed 
shales~ The works were commenced in 1866 by a Mr. Macdonald, 
and were taken.~over by Messrs. Burn and Oompany in 1869. 
The outturn in 1909 was valued at Rs. 3,18,467 aud the number 
of opAratives employPd- averJ~.ged 9;j8. The work-pPopJe. are for 
~he most part housed in coolie lines near the factory, ~nd the 

• • Monograph on Iron and Steel Works in Bengal, by G. R.- Watson Calcut~a 1907. , , 
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monthly wages paid for skilled labour vary from Rs. 15 for a 
potter to Rs. 20 for a fitter. The system of working is by mid­
day stoppages. -Glazed drain pipes, bricks, tiles and every variety 
of pottery is manufactured. The outturn of the lime-works at 
Andal in 1909 was 138,381 maunds valued at Rs. 44,281, and 
68 hands were employed, while at the Durgapur Brick and Tile 
Works the outturn for the same yea•· was valued at Rs. 45,896. 
At present the average number of hands employed daily is 208. 

The other important factories in the district are the Bengal 
Paper Mills at Raniganj opened in 1891, which during 1909 
employed 1,074 hands· and made 5,g94 tons of paper valued at 
Rs. 16,36,119, and the Bengal Dyers and Skinners Company. 
The latter Company in _1900 opened works at Bansra. near 
Raniganj and manufacture a tanning extract from myrobolams 
~hioh· is exported to Scotland. In 1909 the outturn was 293 tons 
valued at Rs. 35,160 and 76 operatives were employed. There 
are large railway works at Asansol and the Locomotive shop 
here employs on an average 113 ha!lds. Finally there are 
seven oil mills in the district which are worked by mechanical 
power. The outturn during 1909 was 43,935 maunds of oil and 
97,552 maunds of01l-cake valued at Rs. 7,42,787 and Rs.l,54,563, 

· respectively. 
~~~~!:~ The silk-weaving industry, although a declining one, is still 
TUBEs. fairly prosperous, and during 1908-09 the total output was 70,000 
~~~:nd yards of tasar and 48,430 yards of silk, valued at Rs. 75,000 and 
Weaving. Rs. 37,679, respectivelv. It is carried on at Bagtikra, Mustha.li, 

and Ghoranash in the Katwa subdivision and at Memari, Jag­
dabad, and Panchkola in the Sadar. Tasar cocoons are not 
reared locally but are imported from the Santa! Pa.rganas and 
from Orissa. The tasar cloth produc~d at Bagtikra. and 
Memari, is of excellent quality, and is exported as far as 
Madras and Bombay, where there is a considerable demand fer 
it, but most of the cloth produced elsewhere is sold locally. The 
silk is made into pieces with embroidered edges which are used 
for dhutis, saris, ckaclars, napkins and· mooka (turbans). They 
are sold preferably. to dealers of native firms who come round 
and the prices average about Rs. 8 or 9 for a piece of garad 
silk 10 cubits long and Rs. 7 or 8 for a piece of tasar silk of the 
same length. In· some cases the MahaJans adv~nce the money to 
the weavers to buy yarn from the dealers and then buy the silks 
when manufactured. A few of the weavers bring their produce 
into Burdwan and by thus avoiding the middlemen make bette~ 
profits. The majority of the Katwa. silk goes to Calcutta wher~ 
it is sold or exported. The Muhammadans of Madras who use 
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long pieces· 21 feet by 3 feet for their turbans are the largest 
consumers. The following account of the industry is taken from 
Mr. N. G. Mukerjee's Monograph on the Silk Fabrics of Bengal.• 

"In the Kalna subdivision no weaving is carried on, but 
cocoons are reared to a certain extent, and a good deal of tasar 
yam is also manufactured. Cocoons are raised at Serampur,­
Kaknail and Khaiduttpara. Spinni!lg is carried on at the above­
mentioned villages, and also at Satni, Sigubagh, Hamedpur, 
Gacbee, Pathangram, Khanpur, Hat Tare, Nakdaha and 
Hapania. Employment is given to about 3,000 people,. mostly 
engaged in cultivation, who eke out their agriculture by raising 
cocoons and by spinning the thread. By caste they are chiefly 
Satgopes, Chandals, Gandhabanias or Mussalmans. 

"'l'he yarn costs about Rs. 15 to Rs. 16 a seer. This is 
manufactured into articles which sell at the rate of Re. 8 or Rs. 9 
per piece of 10 cubits, of which 2! to 3 pieces can be manufac­
tured in a month, and the average net income of a weaver would 
thus be Rs. 8 to Rs. 12 a month. Garad silk requires more skill 
and care than tasar silk but the wages obtained are quite as high. 
The cocoons cost Rs. 12, and Rs. 2 go to the women for making 
the yarn, and there are incidental expenses for dyeing, etc., 
which make the cost about Rs. 15 a seer, which is about the same 
as for tasar silk. The same quantity is woven, and pieces 7 
cubits long are turned out to the number of three to four per-. 
month. It is said that a thoroughly energetic and skilful man 
could make Rs. 15 a month, but, on the other hand, the ordinary 
weaver's wages are nearer the lower limit than the higher. 

"The caste rank of the weavers is fairly high, being infer.ior 
only to Brahmans, Baidyas, and Kayasthas. Financially their 
position is not very high, and is sinking along with their 
industry. In the Katwa subdivision, tasar cocoon-rearing, silk­
spinning and weaving are carried on in the following villages:­
Bagtikra, Goalkanigi, Madhatpur, Musthali, Am.danga, Ghoranash, 
Panchberia, J agadlanandapur,. Chandal, Sribati, · Multi, and 
Maygachi. Employment is given to about 5,000 families. · 

"Various. castes take part in the growing and spinning, but 
the weavers are Tan tis of the N avasak caste, which is only in­
feTior to Brahmans, Baidyas., and Kayasthas. No cocoons,- from 
which resam or gai'ad might be manufactured are grown :ln this 
subdivision· or imported : all importations are in the form of yarn.­
Cocoons for /asar silk 'manufacture are grown at Kalna along the 
banks of the river,, and are also imported from various places, of 
w~ioh Chaibassa in Singhbbiim is- the most favoured. Sonamuki 

•Calcutta, 1903. 
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in Bankura, Hunsongoon· in Cuttack, and some places in the 
Santa! Parganasalso send cocoons~ These are imported by Uriya. 
merchants and also by traders from Raj gra"D, Bankura and 
elsewhere: at Katwa. there are also a. few merchants who import. 

· "The cocoons are of various classes, viz.-
(1) Daha, the best quality, comes exclusively from Chaibassa 

in Singhbhiim ; one kahan makes two seers of yam. Its price is 
Rs. 10-8 to Rs.'l2-R for one kahan = 1,280 cocoons. 

(2) Bagar~- which also oomes from Singhbhiim, produces 1! to 
1! seers of yarn per kahan, and its price is Rs. 7-12 to Rs. 9 
per kahan. 

(3) The mugo, which comes from Haza.ribagh, produces 1} to 
1i seers of yarn per k~kan, and its price is Rs. 7 to Rs. 8-8 per. 
kakan. · . . · 

(4) Jaidui or winter cocoon i! a. -quality imported from various 
places in the cold weather : it produces only 12 to 13 chitaks 
of yarn per kahan, and is sold at Rs. 3 to Rs. 5 per ~kahan. 

" Yarn for tasar manufacture is prepared in the following_ 
way:-
.· If the cocoons are not dead, they are hung in a cloth over 
boiling water until they become so. After being dried in the 
sun, they are placed in a vessel containing water, cattle-urine, and 
potash or saji water (the _former bei?-g preferred at Katwa;· the 
latter in the Sadar) and boiled for about an hour. As they 
become soft they are taken out and peeled by the finger and 
placed in a stone vessel. The spinning is done by the women of 
the family, while the males weave or engage in other occupations. 
The spinner takes hold of the cocoon and pinches it and draws 

- out the clue. The thread is wound on to a bamboo frame (latai) 
which is held in the right hand. The cocoons are kept on ·the left 

, side of the spinner, and as the thread passes over the right thigh, 
it is twisted with the left hand befote it passes on the latai. The 
women manage to weave about two seers of yarn a month, and they 
sell the best quality yarn for Rs.12l toRs. 14 a seer. .As the price 
at which they purchased the cocoons of the best sort was Rs. 10-8 
to Rs. 12-8, their average monthly earnings are rather under 
Rs. 2. One anna a day is about the rate of wages prevalent." 

Cotto11 The cotton weaving indnstry, although declining rapidly as a. 
weaving. result of European and Indian competition, etill affords employ­

ment to a considerable number of weavers. The chief centres of 
the industry are Purbasthali, Kalna and Manteswar, and in 
these three places nearly 2,000 pers<:>ns were daily employed as 
weavers during 1908-09. There are • so cotton weaving establish­
ments at Ichagram, near Memari and at Bahadurpur, Baje, Itta, 



OCCU.PATIONS, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE. 123 

and Srikrishtapur in thana J amalpur. At Ichapur only coarse 
cloths and napkins are prepared, but at the other places men­
tioned very fine cloths are made. The produce is usually sent 
to Howrah, but there is some local consumption. ·'l,he district 
out.tum of cotton cloth for the same year was 2,585,400 yards, 
valued at Rs. 2,81,378. In l8~j8 ·the Collector 1eported as foilows 
on this industry :-

"In the Katwa subdivision the cotton industry is carried 
on principally by the weaver caste among the Hindus. On 
account of the wide use of European piece-goods, · which are 
cheaper and finer in quality; the indigeuous industry is gra­
dually ~sappearing. Large numbers of weavers have abandoned . 

'1iheir looms and have taken up other pursuits. Indeed, very few 
families are to be found now who are wholly engaged in weav­
ing alone. Their present number does not admit of any appre­
ciable comparison with that which existed in the pa8t, and, as 
such, no endeavours .have been made to collect figures ind1oat· 
ing the numbers now engaged in this district." 

These remarks still hold good. It is true that the Swadeshi 
movement bas created a desire among the educated classes to. 
support home industries. But economically it seems impossible 
that th~ hand-loom should ever compete successfully with machi­
nery. There are 55 fly-shuttle looms in use at Kalri.a and they 
have also been introduced into the Asansol subdivision with 
some success. Elsewhere, although the looms have been intro­
duced, they are not popular._ 

Iron utensils are made locally thr~ughout the district. The IRoN· 

most common type of blacksmith, the man who has not specialised w ARB .AND 
· CuTLBBY. 

in any branch of his trade, requires next to no tools or outfit. A 
hearth, a bellows to supply a blast to. the fire, an anvil, a few 
pairs of tongs, a few hammers, and a cold chisel complete his 
outfit. His wo:rk is entirely carried on in a small shanty not 
n1ore than 10 feet by 10. fee£. 'l'he ordinary village blacksmith 
in Burdwan is usually paid by contract for repairing the agricul-
tural implements of the village and often in kind, 'but for the 
manufacture of new implements he is paid in money and accord-
ing to the price of the article. . . _ . 

The m9.nufacture of cutlery 1s carr1ed on m Burdwan town. • 
The following iJ:Stan account of the process of manufacture in· 
what are probably the best cutlery shops in Bengal :• 

'' The blade of a kni£e, or scissors, is first of all fashioned by 
the blacksmith. His implements are an anvil, bellows, a hammer, . 
• • 'Monog1·aph on Iron and Steel Works in .Bengal, by G. ~· W~tson, Calcutta, 

1D07. . . · · 
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chisel, and & pair of pincers. He heats the iron or steel in the 
furnace and beats it to the required shape and size on the anvil. 

• A skilful blacksmith can thus fashion 7 2 knife blades during 
the course of the day, two inches to three inches in length, by a. 
·quarter· of an inch in breadth. The blacksmith then hands 
the rough blades to the grinders and polishers. 

"There are two kinds of hones for grinding, polishing, and 
_ sharpening blades. The first is of ordinary sand found on the 

banks of rivers and is used for rough work. The second is of very 
fine grit, obtained by crushing what appears to be a very close 

· grained sandstone, called locally 'kruich piithar.' The solid 
wheel is about 15 inches in diameter, and its polishing- edgo is 
about a quarter of an inch in breadth. The cutler squats on his 
hems over the revolving polishing wheel, takes the knife or 
scissor blade in both hands and applies it to the revolving edge of 
the polishing and sharpening 'Yheel, dipping the blade in cold 
water, whenever it becomes fioo hot to hold. The skilled artisan 
does the preliminary polishing and grinding on the sand wheel. 
He then makes over the blade to a confrere who proceeds to 
apply it to the 'kruich plithar' polishing and sharpening wheel. 
:W4en the blade is sufficiently sharp and polished, it is handed 
over t<i another artisan, who fixes it in a vice, drills the neces-

.. sary holes, shapes the brass, horn, or ivory for the handle, · and 
fixes the blade thereto. The brass is in thin sheets, and is readily 
cut with a pair of steel shears made in the workshop. The horn, 
·or ivory, is cut with a saw made locally or imported.-- It is 
. shaped with a file and fixed to the blade. The horn or ivory is 

· also. highly polished by rubbing it in a. mixture of brick dust, 
charcoal arid oil. Finally, the knife is again polished on the 'kruich 
pathar' hone. In the case of a highly skilled artisan the polish 
is mirror-like, and equal to that of the imported article ; the edge 
is also equally keen and fine. The operation in the case of a. 
scissor blade is somewhat different. The blade and thumb-ring 
are polished and rounded on the revolving hones. The blade is 
then fixed in a vice, and the opa1·ator proceeds to polish the ring 
and the lower parts with an instrument called a' maskolla '. The 
holes for screws and nails are drilled with an instrument called a. 
'bhumar '. This is a steel drill made in the workshop; it is 2 or 
3 inches in length and is fixed to a round wood~n handle about 
8 or 10 inches in length. It is a pointed instrument, and when 
worked with a bow rapidly bores its way through brass, horn., 
ivory, iron and steel. 

"In the case of the razor blade the process is identical. · Th: 
blacksmith gives it birth on the anvil ; it is then passed over . to_ 
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the polisher and tho driller. But very few artizans make razors, 
and only one or two cutlers lay claim to be able to fashion razor 
blades of superfine quality. The brittle nature of the steel, and 
the delicacy of the blades, demand an exquisite judgment a.nd 
gentleness of touch on the revolving hone. A good razor blade 
has also to be manipulated with great. patience; the skilled 
artizan working from morning till evening cannot tu:rn out more 
than two such blades a day: and his profit is not more than 4 
annas per rupee. The price of these blades varies according to 
size and quality from Re. 1-4 upwards. 

"The final polishing is done with brick-dust, charcoal and oil. 
The revolving hones last a month and a half in · the case of the 
s·1nd wheel and 3 months in the case of the 'krui'lh pathar' 
wheel. In large workshops half-a-dozen su'ch wheels may be seen 
spinning, so that the blacksmith is frequently under the necessity 
of making fresh ones. Dies for stamping the artizan's name on 
the heel of the blade are made of steel locally ; and I bave no 
doubt that an unscrupulous artizan is able to forge the trade-mark 
and name of a European cutler." 

The industry is not in a pa.rtioularly flourishing condition. and 
the occupation is said to be unhealthy. During 1908-09 the· out-
turn of cutlery for the district was 1,458 dozen. . · 

Brass and bellmetal ware is manufactured on a large scale in Bniss. · 
the district at Banpas in the head-quarters subdivision and at 
Dainha~ and Begunkhota in Katwa. The brassware industry in 
the latter subdivision is however declining, as, owing to the silting 
up of the Bhagirathi, there is great difficulty.in exporting the 
manufactured articles. The wares manufactured at Banpas are. 
preferred for their superior polish and make. During 1909 the 
outturn was estimated at 6,401 maunds valued at Rs. 2,80,306. · 

Bir2's are manufactured at Asansol and it is reported that OTHER 

they are gradually taking the place of cigarettes. Mats are made ~~~;ss." 
in considt>rable numbers in the neighbourhood of Purbasthali and 
220 persons were engaged in this manufacture in 1908. There 
are flour-mills in Asansol and Raniganj, and ice and mrated 
water are manufactured for local consumption at Burdwan, 
Asansol, Raniganj and Sitarampur. Earthen pots are made 
in every village for local consumption, and molasses and oil and 
oil-cake are also ~anufactured locally. At Dainhat and Katwa 
there are four families of sculptors who carve Hindu idols in 
black and white stone which is imported. The work is not of 
a"high class. The finished articles a!e mostly sold locally, but 
e:r_e occasionally exported to Calcutta. · At Nilpur, a suburb of 
Burdwau town, mosquito c11rtainsof cotton thread are made byth~ 
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Muhammadan weavers, which are imported in some quantity to 
Calcutta. Indigo was formerly manufactured ·on a considerable 
scale· in the ·Kalna. and Bud-bud thanas, and so late as 1877 the 
area under cultivation was estimated at 16,500 acres and the out­
turn at 1,640 maunds. Most oftheBurdwan factories were under 
native management and as they failed to secure uniformity in the 
colour of their indigo, the price obtained for the dye in Calcutta 
was usually only between Rs. 100 and Rs. 200 a maund even in 
the best days of the industry. It has now practically died out 
entirely.• 

TBA»E. Excluding coal and iron the chief articles of export are 'rice, 
pulses of all sorts, 1·ape·seeds, and oil and oil-cake, while the 
imports are English and Indian cotton piece-goods, salt, spices, 
kerosine-oil and castor-oil. The imports and exports are mostly 
to and from Calcutta, but there is a considerable export of grain 
to the west. The district is very well--provided with com­
munications and most of the important marts enjoy ample facilities 
for export and import by rail, road, or river. The chief centres 
of trade are the towns of Raniganj, Asansol; and Burdwan, and 
the railway stations at Memari, Mankur, Panagar and Guskhara 

_which are important distributing centres. A considerable trad~ 
in timber is carried on in the towns of Burdwan and Raniganj. 
The wood is brought from the forests near Chaibassa, Ohakra­
dharpur, and Maurbhanj by rail, and is chiefly sal. The import­
ance of Ka.twa and Kalna, which were formerly regarded as the 
.ports of the district, has declined since the opening of the East 

. Jndian Railway on which the grest bulk of the trade is now 
carried. A small proportion, however, is still carried by river, and 
the sliting up of the Bhagirathi below Katwa has affected the 
trade of that town seriously. The town is served by steamers for 
a portion of the year when there is sufficient water in the river. 
During the rest of the year its trade is carried by carts or country 
boats and a good deal is sent by the Ranaghat-Murshidabad line. 
The Katwa line from Hoogli, which is now under construction, 
will probably stimulate further developm~nts. The. internal 
trade-of the district is mostly carried on by means of permanent 
markets and also by hats and fairs. 

WEIGHTS . Tlie steaiy extension of the coal industry and the industrial 
AND MEA· development which has resulted from it has Ka.turally led to the 
suxEs. standardization of weights in the district. In Asansol, Raniganj 

and Burdwan, the three chief industrial centres, the only weight 
in use is the standard seer of 80 tolas. -Elsewhere and for 
agricultural produce generally the seer commonly in use is the 

•.,Statistical Reporter, Aprill877. 
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so-called kacha seer of 60 tolds. This is used in Burdwan 
for agricultural produce and in most of the prinoipal marts such as 
Ausgram, Raina, Maqteswa.r, Ja.malpur, Khandagosh, Satgachia, 
and Galsi. At some of the principal markets both seet·s are used; 
for instance, at Kaksa, Purbasthili, Memari and Sahebganj coal 
and oil-cake are sold by the standard seer and agricultural 
produce, fish, and sweetmeats by the kacha seer. At Katwa. four 
seers a-:e reported to be used of 5~, 60, 80, and 82i tolas. 

The standard cubit (hath) is now everywhere 18 inches. 
As regards Government lands it appears to have· been converted 
from the old cubit of 20 inches by an order of the Board of 
Rev-enue in 1849. 'fhe cultivators however usually claim the old 
cubit of 20 inches called by them the Sikandari hath, after, it 
is said, some long-armed .Muhammadan of that[name. Measure~ 
mente, except in the Government estates, are very uncommon. · 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE RANIGANJ COAL FIELD. 

E.&ELr Ta E first Englishman to discover the existence of coal in 
~~=~ovER· Bengal was probably Mr. Sueton!us Grant Heatly who, in 1774, 

was the Colle~tor of Chota N agpur and Palamau. In that year 
he and a Mr. John Sumner obtained from Warren Hastings 
a license empowering them to work coal mines in "Pachete a:td 
Birbhum." A Mr. Redfeme subsequently joined the firm which 
as Sumner, Heatly and· Redferne applied for and obtained the 
exclusive right, for a t>eriod of 18 years, i;o work and sell coal in 
Bengal and its dependencies. It addition to paying a Govern• 
ment royalty of one-fifth of the value of all the coal raised by 

·them, they also agreed to supply Government with ten thousand 
maunds of coal a year for a period of five years. under this 
agreement the firm in 1775 announced the arrival of 2,500 
maunds or 19! tons of Panchet coal, and asked that it should 
be taken over. This appears to be the first occasion on which 
Bengal coal in any large quantity was brought into the market. 
The coal however was not taken over until 1777 when upon a 
second applioll.tion from the firm the Commissary of Stores was 

_ directed to examine and report upon it. 
In 1777 about the same time Farquhar and Motte asked 

permission " to bore cannon and to cast shot and shell in the 
district of Jherria, lying between the rivers Dammuda and 
Barakar." They gave_ as their reason for the selection' of that 
locality that it" abounds in iron ore and is contiguous to the coal 
mine of Messrs. Sumner and Heatly ." · Unfortunately the coal 

.... Heatly produced was reported as being much inferior. to that of 
England: In fact the Commissary of 8tores, as the result of 
a series of experiments, came to the conclusion that it was only 
half as good as English coal and it was returned to the firm. 
This circumstance, together with the inllifference of Lord 
Cornwallis to measures calculated. to develop the internal resources 
or promote the external commerce of India, led to the neglect 
and apathy that characterised the first few years of coal mining in 
India. Mr. Heatly was afterwards transferred and it is doubt!u 
whet~er any moA"e of the coal was actually brought into the 
/ 
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market. The mines first worked by him are said to have been 
six in number, three of which were at Aituria, Chinakuri, and 
Damulia, and the others further west near the Barakar. In his 
Wild Sports in the East (1808), Williamson alludes to Indian 
coal, but says that the Oompany "fin<ls it. easier to send coal 
from England, as ballast, to their arsenals abroad, where quanti .. 
ties are occasionally used in fusing metals for casting ordnances." 
But none of the early European travellers in India make any 
mention of coal, prior to the first decade of the 19th century. 
This is abundantly exemplified by the silence of Milburn (Or. 
Comm., 1813) and of Macpherson (Hist. Europ. Comm. Ind., 
1812), two authors who were certain to have had chapters on 
.Indian coal and India's requirements in coal had these been ques· 
tions of public importance at the time in which they wrote. 

In 1808 the Indian Directors of the East India Company 
actually complained of the heavy charges involved by the indents 
for coal made by their Indian representatives, and they accord­
ingly recommended an enquiry whether- charcoal could not be 
substituted ; and if not, they further recommended the transfer­
ence of the ordnance works to England. The Earl of Minto, 
who was at tbe time Governor-General of India, directed that _ 
Indian coal should be submitted to actual tests by the military 
authorities in India, and further experiments were accordingly 
made by Colonel Hardwicke. His report however, was again very __ 
unfavourable, and the subject of coal for a time dropped out of 
notice. But in 1814 the Marquis of ~astings once more urged 
on the Military Board the desirability of ascertaining beyond 
doubt " whether the coal of India was of a quality calculated _ 
for the purpose of the forge." He also announced that a fully 
qualified person would be appointed to examine the mines, who 
would be furnished with the necessary apparatus to make 
borings and who woald,. for experimental purposes, procure a 
supply of coal from such a depth as to ensure that it ·would 
represent the average quality. Previous experiments were thus 
discredited owing to the coal used having been· obtained from 
the surface and therefore much deteriorated. 

By thi.s time apparently coal was being regularly conveyed by 
boat down the Damudar river to Calcutta, and we hear of a. 

.. , 
Calcutta merchant Raving commenced to use Bengal coal notwith-
standing the unfavourable reports published by the Military 
Board.• 

• The Commercial Products of India: Sir George Watt, John Murray, London, 
1908. 
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The expert deputed by Government was a Mr. Rupert JoneB 
who was sent from England on purpose to examine the Bengal 
coal fields, and his report (written in11815) will be found in the 
Asiatik Researches ( 1833, XVIII). Mr. Jones rediscovered 
Mr. Heatly's workings and also found the seam at Raniganj 
which later in 1815 or 1816 he began to work on his own 
account. His report was on the whole favourable, and showed 
that Bengal coal might very well be used for many of the pur­
poses for which English coal was being imported. But he did 
not himself realise the full value of his invAstigations. He fore­
told increased prosperity to Calcutta, through . the coal he had 
discovered being a. better and more economical fuel for burning 
th~ Sylhet limestone than the firewood then in use, but appar­
ently he knew little of the great revolution steam was destined 
to effect, nor of the imperative necessity of an abundant 
and cheap supply of coal for commercial and industrial 
prosperity. 

First Mr. Jones received an advance from Government of 
Indian Rs. 40,000, on easy terms, to enable him to work the seam dis-
Company .. covered at Radganj, but in 1820 he came utterly to grief. 

Failing in other undertakings he was unable to repay the loan 
and his securities, Messrs. Alexander and Company, an agency 
house, were re<iuired to make it good. They accordingly paid the 
demand and in return took over the leases of the ground on which 
the mine was situated and became the owners of the colliery. 
This the .Uaniganj mine, the first regularly constituted Indian 
mine under European supervision and capital in Bengal, was 
opened in 1~20. -

Formation Other mines under European management were opened in 
of the 

1 
quick succession, In 1823 the l.Jhinakuri colliery was started 

~~:fcom• by Mr. Betts on the site of Mr. Heatly's old workings. In 
pany. 1824 Messrs. Jessop and Company opened the Damulia mine, and 

in 1830 Mr. Homfray of that firm opened the Chanch and Nuchi­
bad mines. In 1835 Messrs. Alexander and Company failed and 
the Raniganj mine with all the land and buildings passed into 
the hands of Babu Dwarkanath Tagore. The mine was then 
worked by the firm of Carr, Tagore and Company who in 1837 
purchased the Chinakuri mine. In tho same year Narayankuri, 
Chancb, and Nuohibad passed into the handsaof Messrs. Gilmore, 
Homfray and Company, and in 1843 the concerns of Carr, Tagore 
and Company and of Gilmore, Homfray and Company were 
amalgamated into the Bengal Coal Company, which has retained 
the property ever since and which still owns many of the most 
extensive collieries in the Raniganj field. f 
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In 1839 the output was 36,000 tons, and by 1846 this had SuBs•· 
risen to 91,000 tons. Still little progress was made till the QUENT DB· 

construction of the East Indian Railway in 1854 tapped the coal~~~~~­
fields. But even then the progrAss was but slow until the jute 
mills and factories of Oalcutta created a demand for the coal. In 
18!)7 -58 which was apparently the first year of especially reoorded 
production, 293,000 tons were taken from the Indian mines and 
92,000 tons imported. From that date the prosperity of the 
Bengal coal-field was assured. The demand for the coal which 
has aptly been termed " the direct expression of a rapidly 
expanding modern commerce" has increased by leaps and bounds. 
In 1868 the output was 459,000 tons ; in 1878, 925,000 tons ; in 
1898, 4,608,000 tons; in 1904, 8,348,000 tons; in 1906, 9,783,000 
tons; and in 1908, 12,149,000 tons, of which amount the Bengal 
mim•s supplied 11,559,000 or 95·15 per cent. In 1885 there were 
95 mines, of which 90 were in Bengal ; in 1900 there were 286 
in operation, of which 271 were in Bengal; in 1906 the~e were 
307 of which 27 4 were in Bengal; and in 1908 there were 583 
of which 529 were in Bengal. The greatest development has 
taken place in the Raniganj and Jherria fields, where the collieries 
are only 120 to 160 miles from Calcutta. For 1902 the output 
for the Raniganj field totalled over three million tons from 155 
mines employing 41,000 persons daily and by 190U this had risen 
to 3,650,000 tons. The total output of coal from the mines in the 
district in 1909 was 3,414,000 tons and the number of work people 
employed in the industry was 51,000.• 

The railways consume one-third of the total output of Indian 
coal; and as Oaloutta is the only important distributing port, the 
state of the Calcutta market is a true index to the state of 'the 
Indian coal trade. It can now be affirmed that India is rapidly 
approaching the state of being able to meet all her own wants for . · 
fuel. The imports of foreign coal into Calcutta were 70,000 tons 
in 1880, but by 1901 had dwindled down to 2,000 tons. The 
exports to foreign parts amounted to 8 tons in 1880, 26,000 tons 
in 1890, a quarter of a million in 1897, and more than half a. 
million in 1901. English coal still competes with Indian coal at 
Bombay ; for, although Indian coal can be bought in Calcutta 
for Rs. 7 per ton~ the steamer freight and other charges raise its 
price to Rs. 15 at B~mbay, and English coal of better quality can 
be bought for Rs. 17 per ton. Indian coal reaches Suez on the 
west and Singapore on the east, where it competes with Japanese 
coal. The imports into India generally have been. shrinking 
steadily for years and in 1903-04 were one-fourth ·of the quantity 

• (Report of the Cbfef Inspectcr of Mines for 1908.) 
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taken nine years previously. And of these imports Bombay-a 
province remote, from the Indian mines-consumes by far the 
major portion, viz., 148,~11 tons out of the total of 179,935-tons 
in 1905-06 England, Australia and Japan are the supplying 
countries. But a new trade has arisen, namely in coal exported 
to Indian Ocean ports-a traffic that it would eeem is instantly 
stimulated and permanently strengthened by tbe strikes and other 
accidental causes which in Europe and Japan tend to raise the 
price of coal. A vivid conception of the present magnitude and 
importance of the Indian coal industry may be had from the 
circumstance that in 1908 the output came to over 12 million 
tons, while the outputs of both Canada and Australia were each 
under 9 million tons. But a still more significant fact may be 
added in conclusion, namely, that Indian coal is the cheapest in 
the world.- The average pitmouth price was in 1902, Hs. 2-12 
(3s. 8d.) and in 1906, Rs. 2-15 (3s. 11d.) per ton, while in the 

THB RI- United States the corresponding average price was 53. ts!d., in 
J.nGANJ' Australia 7 s. 9d, in the 1J nited Kingdom Ss. 2£d, in Germany 8s. 
IIIBLD. lO!d., in Canada 9s~ 3d., and inN ew Zealand lOs.• 

The most valuable of the coal fields in Bengal are patches of 
Gondwana. strata faulted into the Archaean schists and gneisses, 
and arranged as a band roughly east to west along the valley of 
the Damudar river. The easternmost of these fields, known as 
the Raniganj field, being the nearest to Calcutta, and conse­
quently the earliest to be connected by railway with _the chief 
market for coal, was the first . to be opened up, and is still the 
chief producer. Coal was worked in this field mo!e than a _ 
century ago, but its output merely supplied local require­
ments until the East Indian Railway entered the field in 1854. 

_The Gondwana system is re"presented_in the Raniganj field by 
beds ranging from the Talcher series to the Panchets, the strata 

-being so disposed, with a general southerly dip, that the oldest 
rooks are found resting on the Archaean gneisses on the northern 
boundary of the field, while the younger series follow in order 
as bands, with outcrops tending roughly east and west until in 
the south the Panohets are found as irregularly shaped outliers. 
The coal is confined to the Damudar series, which in this field is 
divided into :-

I. Barakar stage ••• 
2. Iron-stone ehales about 
3. Raniganj stage about 

• Ft • 
••• 2,000 

1,400 
5,000 

• The Commercial Product3 of India: Sir George;\Vatt, John Murray, Londo,n, 
1908. "• -
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Ooal seams occur in the Barakar and Raniganj stages, and in 
this field about 69 per cent. of the total'output is obtained from the 
younger or Rauiganj seams. The formation lying bctw.een is 
worked :Cor its clay iron-stone nodules, which are used in the blast· 
furnace.s at the Barakar iron-works. Ooal from the older 
Barakar seams differs from that raised from the Raniganj &tage ~ompoai-
. ' ' 11 t f ' t d 1 t'l tiOn of m contammg a sma er percen age o mo1s ure an vo a 1 e Raniganj 

hydrocarbons, with a larger proportion of fixed carbon. The and Bara· 

distinction is specially constant in regard to the included moisture. kar coals. 

Barakar coals yield very nearly 1 per cent. of moisture, while 
the average amount in a series of assays of samples from the 
lower seams of the Ranigimj stage is 3·81, and from the upper 
seam of the stage 6·86 per cent. 

The seams vary up to 95 feet in thickness, and the portions METHons 

worked vary from 2 feet 6 inches to 45 feet thick. The systems ~;G~ou­
of work differ, though all are of the pillar and stall type. As a 
rule a quarry is commenced at the outcrop; and as it pays to 
remove a large overburden from thick seams, a. number of huge 
open excavations have been formed. When the cover overlying 
a. seam is too thick to be economically removed, or when the seam 
is thin, galleries from 8 to 12 feet wide are driven both on the 
dip and along the strike of the seam leaving pillars of coal, 
which vary according to. the caprice of the manager of the 
colliery, from 12 to 40 and occasionally 100 feet square, the 
larger pillars being left in the case of thick seams or thick cover. 
A system which provides for 12 feet galleries and 12 feet pillars 
yields at once three-fourths of ihe coal but the remaining one· 
fourth, which is left in pillars, can seldom be won. A system, 
allowing 12 feet galleries and 60 feet pillars, yields 30 per cent. 
of coal in the first working and 70 per cent. is left in pillars, but 
unless the seam be more than 20 feet thick a large proportion of 
this 70 per cent. can be obtained in .the second working. ("pillar 
working'' or "br(1ken working"). Pillar working is mainly 
attempted in European-managed mines. There is always danger 
of a fire breaking out in large areas of pillars. 

In driving galleries it is usual to start in the top of the seam 
with a height of 6 feet, and after this drive has advanced some 
distance, to deepen it to the full he(ght of the seam by cutting 
out the remainder -of the coal in Sll:ccessive steps. At a few mines 
the galleries are commenced in the lo~er portion of the seam, and 
are heightened by dropping the Oflal left above. In the East 
Indian Railway collieries in the Giridih coal-fi.eld a whole "side 
o! work" is extracted by a. combination of the pillar and long 
wall methods. The lower portion oi the seam , is cut up into 

.4 .. + 
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pillars 6 feet in height, and the latter are thinned down till they 
are only just able to carry the weight of the overlying coal. 
These thinned pillars are then blown down by dynamite, and the 
top coal (17 feet thick), which comes away readily from a. strong 
sandstone roof, falls on the floor. When a large area of coal has 
been extracted, a rib of coal is left agaiJJ.st the worked out portion 
of goaf, and a new set of workings formed from the goaf. 

The systems of raising the coal to the surface vary from the 
primitive method of manual labour (i.e., in baskets carried on the 
heads of coolie' women) to hauling-sets of five or ten tubs on in· 
clines provided with rails set to gauges varying from 1 foot 9 
inches to 2 feet, or winding out of well.;fitted shafts up to 640 
feet in depth by direct acting engines. At one colliery double­
decked cages with four tubs have been introduced. All three 
methods are in vogue in the chief coal fields. 

A large number of the colliers are aboriginals, Santals, 
Mundas, Oraons or Kols, and the rest are semi-Binduized low 
castes among whom communities of Bauris, who are nominally 
palki bearers and cultivators, have been cutting coal for so many 
generations that they now regard it as the special function of 
their caste. The average output of coal per labourer is very 
low and in 1908 was only 101 tons as compared with 290 tons 
in the United Kingdom and 596 in the United States. 
"Handling a miner's tools is more a matter of skill than is 
generally supposed, and at present the Indian coal miner is a 
raw recruit anJ. clumsy with his weapons."• 

The underground work is performed at a fixed price per tub 
of coal by families or gangs of men, women and children, who 
choose their own hours of labour. The men cufi the coal and the 
women and children carry and load it into tubs. As a rnle 
they also push the tubs to the shaft or incline, but at one colliery 
110 horses and ponies are employed to" lead" the coal under­
ground. A man can out about 2~ tubs {1! tons} of coal per 
day of eight hours, but he seldom works more than five days in 
the week, and strictly observes Pujas (religious festivals), while 
during the marriage season no work is done. "Apparently the 
Indian miner has not yet reached that stage of ambiticn when he 
wishes to increase his earnings. As by filling one tub per day 
he can obtain quite sufficient to meet all hi~ needs it does not 
dawn upon him tha.t by filling three he might be steadily 
placing himself beyond the risk of want." The coal cutters 
in Bengal ,can earn from 8 to 12 annas a day for underground 
work, while unskilled labourers on the surfaoa earn only four 

• (lteport of the Chief lllipector of Mine• for 1905.) 



THE RANIGA.NJ' COAL FIELD. 135 

to five annas a day. Women may earn from I to 2 annas 
and as a result o:t this high total income of a family there is a 
general rise of labour rates around all n;ining centres. Electric 
lighting, electric blasting, and electric coal cutting are now being 
introduced into some of the Bengal mines. In a very few mines 
safety lamps are used,, but in the great majority no appreciable 
quantities of fire damp are found. Accidents are also rare. 
'l,here has been not only a very low death-rate from isolated 
accidents in Indian coal mines but also a general absence of 
those disasters which led in Europe to special legislation for the 
protection of the miners. During 1908, however, there was a 
serious falling oft in this respect and the death-rate per l,llOO 
persons employed was l•o7 as compared with ·~6 in the preceding 
year. In his report the Chief Inspector of Mines writes : " The 
desire to increase raisings, the frequent attempts to get easy coal 
regardless .of s&.fe conditions, particularly trespassing to rob 
.Pillars, the casual way in which work-people wander about 
the haulage roads in Bengal mines, and the large amount of 

· untrained labour is responsible for much of the increase." 
For purposes of inspection the district of Burdwan together INSPBC• 

with the adjoining district of Bankura is included in inspection TioN. 

circles Nos. 2 and 3. Circle No. 2 also includes all mines 
in the district of Manbhiim east of Adra and Gobindpur and all 
mines in the district of Hazaribagh : it also includes all mines 
in Baluchistan, the United Provinces, the PtiL.jab, and Ajmer··­
Merwara. Circle No.3 includes the Santal Parganas, Birbhiim, 
.Bombay, the Central Provinces and Madras. 

(Authorities.-The Commercial Products of India, Sir George 
Watt: John Murray, London, 1908. Statistical Account . of 
Burdwan, Sir William Hunter. The Imperial Gazetteer of 
India, Vol. III. Report of the Chief Inspector of Mines for 
1908.) 
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CHAPTER X. 

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION. 

THE earliest road, in the modern sense of the word of which 
there is any trace in the district was the magnificent Badshahi 
(royal) or military road, constructed by the Muhammadan con­
querors, which ran from Midnapore through the town of Burdwan 
to Rajmahal, whence it was oontinuell to Monghyr. The remains 
still exist in perfection in what is now the Birbhiim district, just 
north of the Ajay. The road was an embanked one, 75 yards in 
width, planted with trees and was .aligned in perfectly ~traight 
sections between certain points chosen for their natural features, 
such as river crossings, or great tanks. At every eight miles a 
mosque was built, with an assignment of lands for its main­
tenance. According to tradition the road was constructed by the 
Subahdars of Bengal in, the 15th century, when their seat of 
Government was either at Pandua or Gaur. In the Burdwan 

- district no bridges surVIve on this road, ~nd the waterways which 
it traverses are so wide that it is not li~ely that their bridging 
was ever attempted. District roads follow this great roadway 
from the Ajay through the police circle of Mangalkot to the 
metalled road from Guskhara railway station to Nityanandpur 
on the Burdwan and Katwa road, and from Karjana, one of the 
mosque stations, to Burdwan. The Burdwan und Katwa road 
also is. maintained along it for eight miles, whilst south of 
Burdwan the metalled road from that town to Midnapore 
adheres to its line. In the latter localities its distinctive character 
has been almost entirely lost, and its sides have been so much 
encroached on by cultivation that the present roadway is with 
difficulty maintained. The best preserved section of this grand 
old road, in which its original proportions can be most fully 
appreciated, is the length of eight miles from Karjana to its 
intersection by the Guskhara metalled road. • 

The mosque at Burd wan may be identified with that still 
attached to the Pir Bahram shrine. At Karjana, eight miles 
north of Burdwan, the mosque has disappeared, though the site 
and its brick ruins are plainly visible. At Kalutanr or Sayir, 
eight .miles further north, a very large mosque, still maintairled 
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in a dilapidated state by the Musalma.n villagers, marks the old 
station. It is an ugly building, with only a little stone work 
about its foundations, and the bricks of which it is built are large, 
coarse and modern looking. At Sarbakpur on the road to 
Uchallan, eight miles south of Burdwan, a similar building survives 
in much the same state. At Mangalkot the mosque stands 
on a mound and is a beautifltl ruin, still in very fair preservation. 
It is built of basalt and fine small bricks, the basalt stones having 
obviously first done duty in a Hindu building. It has been 
conjectured by some observers familiar with the Gaya shrines that 
the Mangalkot mosque was originally a Buddhist erection. The 
aimma landR which served for the maintenance of these buildings 
were all resumed between 1819 and 1836. If the tradition that 
the road was constructed in the 15th century is correct it points 
to the great age of some of the immense tanks, with which the 
district is studded, inasmuch as the most frequent points, from 
which the straight sections of the road were laid down, are these 
tanks, to the existence of which ·the angles in its course are 
plainly due. 

On the bank of the Ajay opposite Katwa the village of Sankai 
stands in a rectangular ~ud fort, now intersected by the high 
road, which was subsidiary to that at Katwa and served to defend 
the mouth of the river which, in its course through the district, 
formed the principal highway from the west up to the end of the. 
last century. Three miles north of Sankai there stands in isola~ 
tion on the plain a solid mass of masonry, comprising a Mug hal 
bridge of three ~arge arches, but the waterway, which it was 
meant to span, has disappeared. It is uncertain whether this 
bridge stood on the ·road from Hooghly to Murshidabad, along 
which Clive marched in 1757, or on. the branch road from Katwa. 
to Nagar in Birbhiim. There is another old .Badshahi road · 
known as Takti Khan's J angal which extends over thirteen miles 
from Radhakantapur on the Satgachia road near Satgaohia police 
station to the border of the district at Dastanpur in thana. 
J amalpur. A portion of this road, about four miles in length, 
from mile 55 of the Grand Trunk Road to J ougram has been 
restored by the District Board recenUy. The road has also been 
bridged though it is not metalled. 

In a letter from the Judge and Magistrate, dated the 9th 
March 1802, w~ read that the "three. grand and most useful roads ,. 
leading to Hooghly, Cutwa. and Culna., which may prop~rly be 
termed the ports of the district, h_ave been completely m~,J.de." A 
fourth leading to Birbhii.m. was, in a considerable state of .. fotward· 
ness, and the Mttgistrate proposed to commenoe.'.anothe:r.to join 
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the military road leading to Midnapore. A new bridge had 
recently been ~onstructed over the Banko. at an expense of 
Rs. 20,000. The roads, however, were very defective in bridges.· 
Most of these roads were originally constructed and maintained 
by forced labour, (pconvicts being employed on this work, but a 
considerable portion of the road to Kalna was made by the 
Maharaja of Burdwan, that town being his oountry seat. 

MonEBlf The District Board now maintains in all 203! miles of metal .. 
•oAns! led and bridged roads, 298 miles of unmetalled roads and.652 

miles of village roads. Of these the Grand Trunk Road which 
traverses the district for 100 miles running parallel with the 

. rail way, portions of the -Raniganj-Midnapore road and the 
Lithoria road near Sitarampur, are maintained by the Board 
with the help of a grant from Provincial grants. The more 
important roads are (1) the Grand Trunk Road which enters the 
district at the 51st milestone from Calcutta. This magnificent 
road, 40 feet wide in places, is metalled with laterite metal up to 
the 128th mile, and beyond with horneblende or iron stone, the 
metalled surface being 8 feet wide except for the last 20 miles before 
it leaves the district, where it is 16 feet wide. Throughout its 
length, except in the town of Burd wan itself, 150 feet of land has 
been acquired for the road. The road is bridged throughout, cross­
ing the rivera Banka, Tamla, Singaran and N unia, and the Bengal­
.Nagpur Railway at Asansol, which here runs in a cutting, by an 
over bridge •. There are level crossings of the 1£ast Indian Railway at 
Memari, 56th and 59th miles; near Panagar, lOlst mile; on tha 
143rd mile where the road crosses the Luokipur branch line; and 
near Asansol, 156th mile. There are inspection bungalows at 
Bud-Bud, 96th mile; Rajba.nd, 106th mile; Mohanpur, !19th 
mile ; Ohandmaree, I 29th mile; and a dik bungalow at Barakar. 
The road runs parallel with and close to the East Indian Railway 
thr~ughout its entire length, and there is consequently little traffic 
on it except between Raniganj and Barakar . 

. (2) Burdwan to Katwa, 34 miles 70 yards. The road is 
metalled and bridged throughout and there are inspection bunga­
lows at the 8th, 15th, 29th and 35th miles, 

(3) Memari to Manisambati, 16 miles. 
{4) Pandui in Hooghly to Kalna, 15 miles, of which the first 

twelve miles are in the Hooghly district and are maintained by 
that Board. • 

(5) Khina junction feeder road to the Grand.Trunk road, 1 
mile 5 furlongs. 

(6) Guskhira to Nityanandpore, 14 miles 1 furlong. There 
is an inspection .bungalow on the first mile at Guskhara. 
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(7) Guskbara to Mankur, 14 miles 6 furlongs. 
(8) Mankur to Bud-Bud, 2 miles 2 furlongs. 
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(9) Panagar to Elambazar, 14 miles. The Dulay-Kandore 
suspension bridge on the 5th mile has a 75 feet span and a 
waterway of 750 square feet. The river Kunur, crossed in the 
7th mile, is generally fordable throughout the year, but is subject 
to sudden freshets which last only a few hours. The road · ends 
on the right bank of the river Ajay and there is an inspection 
bungalow on the 2nd mile near Kaksa. 

(10) Panagar to the Damoda.r, 3 miles. 
{11) Rajband to Gopalpur, 2 miles 3 furlongs. 
(12) Raghunatbcbak Ferry Road, 6 furlongs. 
(13) Raniganj to Mangalpur, 2 miles. 
(14) Raniganj to the Ajay, 16 miles. The road is continued 

in Birbhiim to Suri. There is a ferry at the end of the road, 
on the river Ajay, in the Birbhiim district. 

(15) Sitarampur to Nyamatpur, I niile 4 furlongs. 
(16) Barakar Feeder Road, 4 furlongs. 
(17) Radbanagar to Sanatoria, 2 miles 7 furlongs. 
(l81 .Raniganj to the Damodar river, 3 miles 2 furlongs. 
( 19) Lithoria road-Nyamatpur to the Damodar river, 3 miles 

2 furlongs~ 
Besides these first olas s roads there are several main roads 

of which portions are metalled. The more important are-
{1) Burdwan to Bankura, I 0 :miles 3 furlongs. · .. _ 
(2) Burdwan to Kalna, 33 miles 7 furlongs; an· old road 

constructed by the Maharaja of Burdwan and made over to the 
Road Cess Committee. The ·first 4 miles and the last 5 miles 
and 7 furlongs are metalled. The Maharaja used to maintain 
staging bungalows at every eight miles along this road; but only 
two are now kept up-at Satgachia and Kalna. .., 

{3) Katwa to Kalna, 33 miles 7 furlongs, of which the first 
five· miles from Katwa a..re bridged and metalled. · · 

Besides these almost every railway station has its feeder 
road and these are for the most part metalled. 11here are also 
a number of unbridged roads constructed during the scarcity 
of 1874. The north Damodar embankment from Guhugram, 
13 miles west of Burdwan, to below Chakdighi, where the 
river enters the Hooghly district, affords a high-level roadway·~ 
passable by carts, ana the .Ajay embankments are much used as 
foot-paths. 

The Burdwan, Raniganj and Asansol Municipaliti~s, ~llS well Municipal 

as those of Katwa and Kalna, ·also maintain ·a considerable ro~d. ·. 

length of metalled roads. In 1908 the Burd.wan<Municii,>ality •·· :, · 
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' 
· kept np 23 miles of metalled road, while in the Raniganj Munici-
pality there, were 5 miles of metalled roads. Kalna and Katwa 
which are comparatively poor Municipalities maintain 18 miles 
of metalled road, while at Dainhat .4 miles of metalled· road are 
maintained. 

The~ District Board maintains staging bungalows on the 
Grand Trunk Road at Bud-Bud, Rajband, Midnapore and 
Chandmaree. It also keeps up inspection bungalows at Karjana, 
Susandighi, Srikhand, Katwa, Mema1·i, Guskhara, Panagarh, 
Oochalan, Satgachia, Kalna, Asansol, Banbahal, J aunagar and 
Kusumgram. Dak bungalows are also maintained at Barakar 
on the ltrand Trunk Road and Burdwan, where half of the 
circuit house is now used as a dak bungalow. Most of the 
bungalows have accommodation for two persons and contain the 
necessary furniture. 

'rhe network of rivers, creeks, and drainage channels with 
which the district is covered add very greatly to the cost of 
the construction and repair of its road communications. For 
instance the Grand Trunk Road, which traverses the district 
from end to end for nearly 100 miles, i3 carried over six rivers, 
includiu g the Banka, Tamla, Singaran and N unia. Two of the 
bridges over these have each a total waterway of 2,000 super­
ficial feet, and the total waterway of the bridges on the road 
is 10,020 superficial feet. In the same distance there are one 
hundred and sixty-six brick arched culverts with a total water­
way of 3,562 superficial feet. At Barakar, where the road 

-leaves the district, the river of that name is spanned by a fine 
masonry bridge. Other important bridges are the Dulay· 
Kandore suspension bridge on the road from Panagar to 
Elambazar, which has a. span of 75 feet; the Singaran arid 
Tumani bridges on tho road from Raniganj to the Ajay; the 
Victoria bridge- over the Khusi Nala and the Karjana bridge 
on the Burdwan-Katwa road. 

The chief waterway is the Bhagirathi, up which steamers 
ply to Kalna all the year round. Formerly all the coal 
exported from thP Raniganj coal-field was carried down the 
Damodar. An account of this tra:ffio in 1852 is given in the 
report on the Damodar Valley by T. Oldham•. 

"At present all the coal from this dJstrict is sent down to 
Calcutta in boats by the Damodar, a river, or rather torrent, which 
is only navigable for a few ~ronths in the year, and even then 
during Hoods only. At these times an immense fleet of boats 
may be seen starting from the several wharfs or ghats along the 

• No. V Ill of the selections from the records of the Bengal Govemmen t 18s;:-• 
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banks, and stretching in a. continuous line for .some miles in 
length. Shpuld the :flood continue these boats, with few excep• 
tiona, reach Umpta (where the river becomes sufficiently deep to 
be navigable at all seasons) in safety, but'should the water fall, as 
often happens before they have accomplished this distance, they 
are left stranded on some c~ur, possibly to get off again during 
some succeeding xise of the water but more probably to be 
destroyed at last." There is now practically no traffic on either 
the Ajay or the Damodar. Such as there is consists merely of 
timber rafts :floated down when the rivers are in :flood. 

The trade on the Bhagirathi above ~atwa is now declining -
greatly owing to the silting up of the river bed. At certain 
seasons of the year the river is only with difficulty kept 
open for the passage of country boats, and it is· only in the rainy 
season that the steamers from Calcutta can reach the town. This~ 
river was formerly the ordinary channel for Behar produce and 
in 1842-43 carried as much as 120 lakhs of maunds. of produce, 
and even so late as 1876 carried-40 lakhs of maunds a year.*· The 
competition of the East Indian and other railways however has 
reduced the traffic on it to a more shadow of what it once was and 
although this is now to some extent reviving owing to the de~and 
in Calcutta for country produce, such as jute and vegetables it 
forms but a. minute proportion of the trade of the district. ' 

There is a daily steamer service of Messrs. Hoare, Miller and __ 
Company's steamers to and from Kalna throughout_tne year, and 
to and from Katwa on alternate days during the rainy season. 
The steamers carry both passengers and goods. ~rhe only other 
boat route of which much use is made is the lower reach of 
the Kbari river below Mantes war police-station. A large quantity 
or grain is. brought down jn country boats by this route from 
Nadanghat, tlie principal rice mart of the interior. · 

The only canal in the district is the Eden canal, .. which . was Canals. 
opened by Sir Ashley Eden in 1881. · The canal receives its 
water from the river Damodar with which it is connected ·by the 
river Banka. There are sluices at J ujuti some six miles west 
of the town of Burdwan. The canal starts from an anicut at 
KanQhannagar, immediately west of the town, and extends to 
Jamalpur where it joins the Kana.-Nadi and the Kana-Damodar. 
It is n~ver used for navigation, and w_as constructed partly for 
purposes of irrigation' and partly in order to supply the Burdwan 
Municipality with a sufficie_nt supply of wat~r for the waterworks 
and to clear . the low-lying waterlogged villages on the right . 
bank of the Damodar. .• j 

--.--------~~~~~~~~~~~--~~--------­• (Statistical Register, April 1817.) · .• . 
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'"· The District Board maintains thirteen public ferries, the manage­
ment of which has been made over to the Local Boards. The 
most importa~t of these are the feny over the Damodar at Ragu .. 
nath Chak near Raniganj on the kaniganj-Midnapore road, those 
over the Bhagirathi at Mirzapur, Dewanganj and U ddhanpur, 
and the ferry on the Ajay on the Katwa road at Sankhnri. The 
ferry receipts are decreasing and in 1908-09 amounted to 
Rs. 9,300 as compared with Rs. 10,700 in the prev!ous year. The 
decrease is attributed to the fact th"t most of the rivers are 
fordable during the greater part of the year. Besides the thirteen 
ferries managed by the District Doard there are five ferries which 
belong to Government, viz., at Kalna, and Gayespur on the 
Bhagirathi, and at Sadar Ghat and Kastha Gola on the Damodar 
within the town of Burd wan. The whole proceeds of the Kastha 
Gola ferry and half the proceeds of the Sadar Ghat ferry have 
been made over to the Burdwan Municipality. 
· The East Indian Railway main line traverses the district, the 
loop and chord lines branching north at Khana Junction, and 
Sitarampur.· At Ondal (.Andal) Junction the line to Suri which 
crosses the Ajay by the recently constructed bridge north of 
Baidyanathpur station leaves the main line. The growth and 
prosperity of the district have been very intimately connected 
with the railway. Construction was started in 1851 and in 1855 
the line was opened as far as Raniganj, which was the terminus 
during the Mutiny. The rapid development of the coal industry 
which has transformed the Asansol subdivision from an un­
peopled wilderness into one of the busiest industrial centres in the 
world soon followed. Formerly, as has already been noted, all 
the coal was sent down the Damodar in barges, an expensive 
and r:U3ky method of transport. Of late years many new 
branch lines have been constructed to serve the coal fields, 
and in the western portion of the Asansol subdivision there is 
now a network of lines and sidings leading to the collieries. 
The Ondalloop separates from the main line at Ondal and goes 
round the north of the coal fields, rejoining the chord line· at 
Alipore north of Sitarampur, while there is an interior loop 
which serves Toposi, Ikhra, J amuria and Chichuria stations with 
a branch to Domohani. From Asansol a branch of the Bengal­
N agpur Railway connects with the main li!le at Sini. In 1907 
the grand chord line between Gaya 1and Sitarampur was opened. 
The line crosses the Barakar river at Barakar by a fine viaduct 
and has considerably shortened the through route to Allahabad. 
Asansol itself has become one, of the largest railway settlements 
in India, and the _locomotive shops there are said to be the most 
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extensive in the world. There are Railway settlements also at 
Andil, Burdwan and Riniganj., 

A line from Hooghly to }{atwa. via Kalna is at present under Rai.Iway 
construction and the land is now· being acquired. The length proJecta. 

will be 6h·20 miles and the approximate cost is· estimated at 
Rs. 61,72,000. It is proposed to eventually continue this line 
through Azimganj to Barharwa station on the loop line, with the 
object of tapping the more important villages and trading centres 
along the west bank of the Bhagirathi. A fur~her extension of 
the line to Sainthia station on the Ondal-Sainthia (lbord line, or 
to Ahmadpur. station, is also projected in order to link up this. 
section of the line with the proposeq Gaya-Koderma-Baidyo.nath 
and Ahmadpur branch, the survey of which was sanctioned by 
the Government of India in 1902. The. construction of a branch 
line from Burdwan to Katwa is also under consideration, but it is 
unlikely that this will be taken up for some time. 

There are no light railways or tramways in the., district. In Light 

December 1901 Messrs. Martin and Company submitted a. propo- Railways. 

sal to the District Board for a light railway (2' 6' gauge) from · 
Memari railway station to Chakdighi on the Damodar river, a 
distance of some 15 mi~es. The Board at first received the pro-
posal favourably but, after further investigation, decided not to 
proceed with the schem·e. 

In 1908-09 there were 183 post-offices in the district and 656 PosTAL 

miles of postal communications. During the year 6,946,000 ~~~~~~~~­
postal articles were delivered including 2,230,000 letters, 
3,900,000, post cards and 350,000 packets and parcels. The 
value of money-orders issued in the same year was Rs. 31,79,000 
and of those paid Rs. 25,07,000. Postal telegraph offices have 
been opened at Burdwan, Kalna, Katwa, 8amudragarh, Ukhra, 
Raniganj, Kalipahari, Asansol, Sitarampur, Barakar, Kulti, Nandi 
Panuria, Charanpur, and DishE:rgarh. · · ' 
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CHAPTER XI. 

LAND REVENUE -ADMINISTRATION. 

EABLY IN the'' Ain-i-Akbari" (1590 A.' D.), Burdwan is mentioned as a 
HIS'rORY. mahal or parganrl of Barkar Sharifabad, and was, as then consti­

tuted, assessee\ at 46,903! Akbarshiihi rupees of 175 grains troy 
of silver each. The present district area, however, at Todar 
Mal's settlement fell within various sarkars, portions of which 
were afterwards amalgamated into C\ne great zamindari, including 
also the whole of Bankura and Panchet (Manbhiim) together 
with parts of Hooghly and Birbhiim. 

, The settlement was revised in 1658 by Prhtce Shah Shuja, 
· the son of the Emperor Shah Jahan, and again in _1722 by 

Murshid Kuli Khan, better known as the Nawab Jafar Khan. 
In his statement Burdwan ~s mentioned as a 'chakla,' compris­
ing the sarkiirs of Shari£abad, Madaran, the greater part of 
Salimabad or Sula.imanabad, and a portion of Satgaon or 
Hooghly, and included the great estates of the Burdwan house, 
one-third of Birbhiim, and the whole of Bankura and Panchet. 
The chakla contained 61 parganas, and was assessed at a revenue 
of 22,44,812 sikka rupees. On the 27th September 1760 A. D., 
Burdwan, which then contained an area of 5,174 square miles, 
and was described as being the most productive district within 
the whole Province or Subah of Bengal, was ceded to the 

·East India Company, together with the districts of Midnapore 
and- Chittagong, by Nawab Mir Muhammad Kasim Khan, 
Governor of Bengal. By the Imperial farman which made 
the grant, the Company acquired the right of free perpetual 
tenure in the land, and these rights extended over the whole 
chakla of Burdwan. This great zamindar~ when ceded to the 
Company, was estimated to yield a net revenue of 31,75,391 
sikka rupees but for many years afterwards the Company's officers 
had the greatest difficulty in collecting ev~n a portion of this 
sum. The first" Superintendents" appointed by the Company 
were Mr. Johnstone, Mr. Hay and Mr. Bolts. Dissatisfied with 
the collections for 1760-61 they farmed out the estate at public 
auction for a period of three years with the result that t·he 
revenue was increased· from Rs. 31,75,391 to Rs. 38,58,429/the 
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total gross revenue from the district in 1765 being estimated at 
Rs. 44,84,049. The increase was however more apparent than 
real and it was not tilll771 that this revenue was realised in full. 

A most interesting account of the early revenue history of 
the district under British rule is given in Mr. Sharistadar 
Grant's famous review of the revenues of Bengal, which is 
incorporated in the :fi£th report of the Select Committee on the 
affairs of the East India Company. After proudly comparing 
the zamindari of Burdwan, "the most compact, best cultivated, 
and, in proportion to its dimensions, by far the most productive 
in annual rent to the proprietary sovereign" with the "boasted 
Hindoo territory of Tanjore" and the great zamindari of Benares 
he goes on to point the moral of his comparison. "This pre­
eminence of the ceded British territory in financial circumstances, · 
hath been attained chiefly in a period of ten years :by repeated 
hustabood investigation, and bringing to the credit of the exche­
quer the Ke:ffyet or profitable increase discovered to have been 
privately realised from the country by the zamindar and ot4er 
intermediate Agents of Government, in addition to the jumma ·· 
Ausil and Abwab already authoritatively established. The 
Company's management o£ Burdwan is approved of on all sides, 
and by the most enlightened of our English financiers held up as 
an example worthy of general imitation. The circumstances 
which distinguished it were briefly as follows. 

In September 1760 the whole district, with all the other First 

ceded lands, became subject to the British Government; it Engli~h 
was rated proportionately, in the moment of transfer, by original ~aU:::~~;. 
and increased assessments, at a standard considerably higher 
than that of any other zamindary jurisdiction of the sauban; yet 
then or afterwards, no diminution of its rental, such as was 
suddenly effected by M. R. Khan in 1765, could even have . 
been dreamt of. On the contrary, with the extension of local 
knowledge; the revenues were progressively improved, and always 
surpassed the share that should be proportionately forthcoming. 
When Bengal altogether was rated at or yielded the largest 
income to the exchequer, before the Company's acquisition of the 
Dewanny, Messrs. Johnstone, Hay and Bolts, were the first 
appointed English Superintendents. They appear to have 
acquired a minute &J'ld intimate knowle~ge _of the resources and 
capacity of the country confided to their charge, in so much as to 
ascertain the portions of the co11ntry cultivated, uncultivated, 
alienated, and most productive lands. ~n their researches, though. 
aided by uncommon universal intelligence, they probably obtain-
ed 'tihe most satisfactory iDformation through the custom, which 

L 
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then was tolerated, of admitting Europea.n farmers. They held a 
considerable part of the district in their own hands and were accused 
of selecting for themselves the most profitable parganas leased. 

''In violation of the financial practice of the Mogul Empire, 
the rents of Bard wan were let at public sale in 1169 A.B. (1762) 
for three years to irresponsible temporary farmers, from whose 
engagements, if fulfilled, a Ke:ffyet or annual profit would have 

- accrued to Government of 13 lakhs of rupees above the aggregate 
assessments of Ausil and Abwab. The needy adventurers who 
became contractors at the sale of course failed in their agreements, 
and to crown the measure of imputed mismanagement, an impost 
of 9 annas per begs. was levied on all the Bazee Zemeen found · · 
in the district, to make good the deficiencies of the stipulated . 
malgoozary. The territory thus alienated, and ascertained by 
Mr. Johnstone, after an arduous scrutiny by 70 pe1·sons for 
eight months, in 1763-64 A. D., was 568,736 begas, 
making near a fifth part of. all the arable productive 
'ground in the zemindary; which, estimated at 2 rupeea per 
bega, being the valued medium rent of all the lands in Burdwan, 
yield an annual income to the possessors of 11,37,472 rupees. 
These possessors are, undoubtedly, for the most part, i;he official 
land-owner himself clandestinely, his minions, and the mut­
seddies of the Khalsa; whose acquiescence to such collusive 
benefices, under the sanctified appellations of religious or chari­
table gifts, at different times became necessary, as they were 
in their nature wholly fraudulent and sure to be resumed if made 
known to the Mussulman Government. Mr. Johnstone, who 

' had _the principal part in all these transactions, was subjected 
to all the opprobrium that could hence be attached to his public 
character by the suggestions of his powerful political enemies, 
and of, the aggrieved multitude, and was soon afterwards for those 
reasons proscribed by his ruling countrymen. Finally Mr. 
Verelst, in 1172 A. B. (1765) appointed Supervisor of Burdwan, 
profiting by the errors and local information of his predecessors, 
his own financial experience matured by further kustabood 
investigations on the spot, restored the ancient system of manag­
ing the revenue, an adherence to which brought back the most 
effective . standard of the collections regularly in 1778, to the 

. full amount of the supposed inflated contr-act price of the three 
years' settlement in 1171 (1764) fixed on the impolitic ground 
of extra· farming, and ultimately involving a real instead of the 
nominal Ke:ffyet or improvement before mentioned of 13 lakhs." 
According to Mr. Grant's analysis the revenue of the zamindari 
when ceded to the Briti.ah Government in 1760 amounted in' all 
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to aikka Rs. 31,75,391, after allowing for a deduction of sikka 
Rs. 51,543 on account of collection charges. This sum consisted 
of the •' A usil J umma," the imperial revenue collected by Akbar 
and his euccessora which in 1722 amounted to sikka Rs. 
23,07,277, and various abu:abs or ceases imposed after that date 
by the Subahdars of Bengal, amounting in all to Rs. 9,19,657~ 
O:f the latter the most interesting was the chout maratha, a 
cess imposed by. Ali Vardi Khan on the pretence of raising, 
the well-known tribute exacted by these marauders from the 
Mughal Empire. In the year 1771 the gross revenue was 
increased to 43,28,509 sikka rupees and in 1783 to 43,58,026 
sikka rupees. On these figures Mr. Grant in 1787 estimated 
the annual net revenue at sikka Rs. 40,00,000 after deducting 
Rs. 3,30,000 on account of charges. These charges included the 
Salanah mushanara, or proprietary allowance made to the 
Maharaja, which was estimated at 10 per cent. on the imperial 
revenue and amounted to sikka Rs. 2,30,000; sikka rupees 50,000 
on account of collection charges; and sikka rupees 50,000 on 
account of embankment charges or pulbandi. This estimate was 
accepted as a basis for the permanent settlement, and in 1789 
the Maharaja executed an agreement to pay Government a land 
revenue of 40,15,109 sikka rupees and 1,93,721 sikka rupees . 
on account of pulbandi, making a total of 42,08,830 sikka rupees. 
But in spite of. the permanent settlement the affairs of the estate­
did not fully recover and the disastrous effects of the famine 
of 1769 and the bond of debt and arrears which it had left in 
its train were still felt. The estate fell into arrears. The 
disorganisation and mismanagement became so pronounced ~hat . · 
Maharani Bishnu Kumari, the mother of Maharaja Tej Chandra, 
compelled him to execute a deed of sale assigning the · entire 
estate to her. She was a woman of considerable business capacity 
and she might ultimately have succeeded in saving the . whole 
estate if her life had been prolonged. Many of the lands had 
been parcelled out among a large number of farmers or tliiradars­
the settlements extending from five to ten years. Most of these 
i.jdradars withheld payment and the proprietor found it well­
nigh impossible to realise his rents through the courts · with the 
same punctuality with which he was compelled to, pay .. this 
Government revenu~. The inevitable result of this sub.:.infeuda., 

. tion was the accumulation o£ arrears in the Government demand. · 
In 1794, we find the Collector referring to the Board of Revenue 
a letter from the Maharaja complaining of his difficulties :-

"The difficulty I found in realizing th~i instalment (kist) of 
re-venue for A~rahayan from the Maharaja induces me to listen 

J, 2 
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to his earnest request of representing to you the hardship he 
sustains from one of his renters, who, destitute of good faith, 
and availing himself of · the delay that necessarily attends the 
institution of law process for the recovery of arrears of 
rent, is encouraged to withhold from him his just dues. The 
Maharaja begs leave to submit for your consideration, whether 
or not it oan be possible for him to discharge his engagements 
to Government with the punctuality which the Regulations 
require, unless he is armed with powers as prompt to enforce 
payment from his renters as Government has been pleased 
to authorize the use of in regard to its claim on him. He 
seems to think that it must have proceeded from oversight 
rather than from any just and avowed principle, that there 
should be established two methods of judicial process under the 
same Government,-the one summary and efficient for the satis­
faction of its own claim ; the other tardy and uncertain in regard 
to the satisfaction of claims due to its subjects,-more especially 
in a case like the present, where the ability to discharge the one 
demand necessarily depends on the other demand being pre· 
viously realized.''• The translation of the Maharaja's protest 

· which is annexed to the Collector's letter will show the 
difficulties with which he had to contend. 

"The arrear of rent on account of pergunnah Baleya, to 
the end of Fouse 1200 B.S., amounts to Sikka Rupees 43,743, 
and the arrear on account of 1199, amounts to Sikka Rupees 

-3,900, in all 47,643, now due from Barranessy Ghose, farmer 
of that pergunnah, who absents himself, and fails in the per-

.. formanoe of his engagements. I have many times represented 
his conduct to the Hazoor, ·and twice made application to the 
Adawlat; but without obtaining any satisfaction of the demand. · 
,I therefore request the case may be represented to the Board of 
Revenue, and application made to have the defaulter apprehend­
ed, and sent to the cutcherry, to discharge his engagements." 

Creation As a result of this reference Regulation XXXV of 1795 for 
oTf Patni better enabling individuals to recover arrears o£ rent or revenue 
~~~ . X due to them, and Regulat1ons X XVI and XXXVII of 1795 

defining the powers of the Courts in relation to each other were 
passed, and the Governor- General in Council decided · that the 
districts then comprised within the zilla of J;3urd wan should be 
formed into two districts with a separate Judge and Collector, 
for each. Those measures proved quite inadequate. The 
.&laharaja was summoned to attend the Board of Revenue, and 
was threatened with the_ forfeiture of his estates but to no purpose. 

•Letter from the Colleator of Burdwi'l1 9th Mayl794. 
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Mnnshi, afterwards Raja, Naba Krishna Deb was appointed 
kruk susawal, or attaching officer, but could do nothing .. 
Matters finally reached a climax when the Collector of Burdwan, 
despairing of realising the sums due, s·aggested the sale of the 
estate in lots as the only way of recovering the arrears of revenue, 
and in 1797 the Board commenced selling portions of the estate 
each lot consisting of several villages. The principal purchasers 
of the lots thus sold were Dwarka Nath Sinh of Singur, Chhaku 
Sinh of Bhastara, the Mukharjis of Janai and the Banarjis of 
Telinipara. Thus was laid the foundation of the landed aria .. 
tocracy of Burdwan and Hooghly. The Maharaja, alarmed at 
the dismemberment of the estate, himself bought up several lots 
in the names of his officials and dependants, and on the death of 
the Maharani, which occurred about this time, resumed the 
management of the estate. The difficulty experienced by the 
Maharaja in paying his revenue suggested to him the advisabi­
lity of binding his tenants to the same conditions to which he 
himself was bound by Government, and one of his first acts was -
the creation of patni tenures or perpetual leases, a measure which 
ultimately proved the salvation of the estate. 

The main conditions of this tenure are the hypothecation of 
the land as security for the punctual payment of the rent, and 
the liability of the tenure to summary sale in the event of 
default. 'l'he patni system gradually e:ldended, and by 1825,. . 
nearly the whole estate of the Maharaja was leased out in this 
manner. The patnidars, finding how much trouble this mode of 
settlement took off their shoulders, created dar-patnis, or patni& 
of the second degree, upon the same terms and with the same · 
rights over the land as they themselves had; and the dar-patm'dar& 
created se-patnis, or patniB of the third degree. The sub~rdinate 
tenure-holders possess their land upon the same terms and subject 
to the same liabilities as the original patnidar. When the . patni 
system was first introduced, the Maharaja used to let the land 
to the highest bidders at public auction, held in his Revenue 
Court. - In case of arrears, the lands were publicly sold 
in the Court, and as much of the arrears was recovered 
as their sale fetched. These transactions were sometimes 
recognised and confirmed by the Board of Revenue, and 
sometimes ignored and set aside. The natural result was that 
great irregularity a~d confusion ensued. Under the permanent 
settlement the zamindars were declared to be entitled to make any 
arrangement for the leasing of their lands that they considered 
suitable. But by Regulation XLIV of 1793 such leases were 
subject to two conditions: first, that th~ rent should not be 
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fixed for a. period exceeding ten years and, second, that in a sa.le 
for arrears of Government revenue they should at once become 
void. Regulation-V of 1812 rescinded the first restriction and 
Regulation X VIII of the sa.me year distinctly declared that 
zamindars were entitled to grant leases fixing the rent in 
perpetuity. In practice such leases, which were really patnl 
leases, had frequently been given. Before the passing of 
Regulations V and XVIII of 1812, however, such leases were 
illegal and even after that date it was doubtful whether such 
as had been formerly created in contravention of the pl'ovisions 
of Regulation XLIV of 1793 were valid. 

Ultimately, in 1819, at a suggestion by the Maharaja, the 
Board of Revenue recognised all patni tenures by a regular 

. legal enactment, and Regulation VIII of 1819 was passed 
with this object. The preamble to the Regulation describes 
the history, incidents, and peculiarities of this tenure as 
follows. 

" Furthermore, in the exercise of the privilege thus conceded 
to zamindars under direct engagements with Government, there 
has been created a tenure which had its origin on the estates 
of the Maharaja of Burdwan, but has since been extended to 
other za.mindars. The character of this tenure is that it is 
a taluk created by the zamindar, to be held at a rent fixed in 
perpetuity by the lessee and his heirs for ever; the tenant is 
called upon to furnish collateral security for the rent, and for 

-his conduct generally, or he is excusEld from this obligation at 
the zamindar's discretion; but even if the {)riginal tenant be 
excused, still, in case of sale for arrears, or other operation 
leading to the introduction of another tenant, such new in· 
curubent has always in practice been liable to be so called upon 
at the option of the zamindar. By the terms, also, of the 
engagements interchanged it is amongst other stipulations 
provided that in case of an arrear_ occurring, the tenure may 
be brought to sale by the zamindar. And if the sale do not 
yield a sufficient amount to make good the balance of rent at 
the time due, the remaining property of the defaulter shall 
be further answerable for the demand. These tenures have 
usually been denominated patni taluks; and it has been a. 
common practice of the holders of them to underlet on precisely 
similar terms to other persons, who on taking such leases went 
by the name of dar-patni-talukdars; these, again, sometimes 
similary underlet to se-patn'idars. The conditions of all the 
title-deeds vary in nothing material from the original engage­
ments, exeouted by the first holder. In these engagements, 
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however, it is not stipulated whether the sale thus reserved 
to himself by the granter is for his own benefit or for 
that of the tenant, that is, whether in case the proceeds of 
sale should exceed the zamindar's demand of rent, the tenant 
would be entitled to such excess; neither is the manner of 
sale specified ; nor do the usages of the country nor the Regula· 
tions of Government afford any distinct rules, by the application 
of which to the specific oases the defects above alluded to could 
be supplied, or the points of doubt and difficulty involved in 
the omission be brought to determination in a consistent and 
uniform manner. 'J~he tenures in question have extended 
through several districts of Bengal, and the mischiefs which 
have arisen from the want of a consistent rule of action for the 
guidance of the Courts of Civil Judicature in regard to them 
have been productive of such confusion as to demand the inter­
ference of the Legislature." 

Section 3 of Regulation VIII of 1819 accordingly declared 
that 'the tenures known by the name of patni taluks as described 
in the preamble to this Regulation, shall be deemed to be valid 
tenures in perpetuity, according to the terms of the engagement, 
under which they are held. They are heritable by their condi· 
tions ; and it is hereby further declared tho.t they are capable of 
being transferred by sale, gift, or otherwise, at the discretion 
of the holder, as well as answerable for his personal debts, ·and 
subject to the process of the Courts of Judicature, in the same 
manner as other real property.' ~l_lhe Regulation also vested, 
patni talukdars with the right of letting out their taluks in any 
manner they might deem most conducive to their interest, ~:~.nd 
the engagements so entered into by them were declared legal a.nd 
binding. · 

Most of the district is now held in patni from the Burdwan Land reve• 
. Raj. There are also a large number of aimma estates,. and nue. 

other revenue-free estates and rent-free tenures; but many of the 
old service holdings, e.g., the g!tatwali lands, have been resumed. 
The land revenue demand_ of 30·58 lakhs is highe:r than that of 
any other part of Bengal, and is estimated at 25•15 per cent. of 
the gross rental of the district, the incidence per cultivated 
acre beil!g exceeded only in the neighbouring district of 
Hooghly. Rents , rule higher than in any other part of 
Bengal, except Hooghly. They are lowest in the poor paddy 
lands in the Raniganj and Asansol thanas, and highest in 'the 
irrigated areas and in the rich alluvial soil further east, and 
raDge from Rs. 3-6 per acre in high lands toRs. 9 in low lands, 
h'e average being Rs. 7-12-7. The following table shows the 
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collections 'of land revenue, e.a compared with the total revenue, 
in thousands Qf rupees:-

I 1880-81. ·'- 1890-91. I 1000-01.,_ 1908-09. 
I 

I 

Land Revenue ... 30•45 asu·1s 

I 
30•50 30•68 

Total Revenue ... 38·36 40•51 45•18 50'08 

The subdivision of estates has gone on rapidly under British 
rule; and, notwithstanding the present greatly diminished area 
of the district as compared with what it was in the last century, 
the number of estates in 1870-71 had increased by 108 per cent. 
above the number in 1790, and the num'Qer of. individual 
proprietors or co-sharers had increased by 134 per cent. within 
the same period. ·· 

The total number of estates in 1908 was 5,212 and the land 
revenue demand was Rs. 30,58,992 of which. by far the greater 
part was paid by the Maharaja of Burdwan. Of these 
estates 5,026 with a. d.emand of Rs. 30,35,561 are permanently 
settled. Besides the permanently settled estates there are 153 
estates of which Government is the proprietor, 120 with a 
demand of Rs. 6,457 having been leased to farmers for fixed 
periods, while 33 are under direct management. The former 
are mostly petty estates formed out of the surplus road-side 
land along the Grand Tru.nk Road and unimportant properties 
which have been bought in by Government at sales for arrears 
of revenue. The latter include alluvial accretions on the 
river .Bhagirathi. There are also a. large number of aimma 
estates in the district. Some of these were originally granted 
free of revenue by the Muhammadan Government but they 
are mostly of the class described in section 9, Regulation 
VIII of 1793, as malguzari aimmas which were original1y granted 
for the purpose of bringing waste lands under cultivation. Such 
grants doubtless originated from the desire of the Muhammadan 
Government to establish colonies of soldiers and followers 
throughout the country. Some of the estates are now very 
profitable as the revenue assessed on them is very low; but they 
are usually subdivided among many co-sharers. 

Tuu:aB. The intermediate rent-paying tenures of Burdwan consist 
of properties held under the zamindars an<f' comprise (a) patni 
ttJluka with their subordinate se-patni and dar-patni tenures; 
(h) Mukarrar'l taluks, (c) istimrari taluks and (r.l) ijaras including 
d4r-ijaraa and zar-i-peshgi (jartis. The following is a brief des-
cription of each of these classes. ' c: 
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This cl~ss of .tenure was, as has alrea.~y been described, created i:!::ea .. 
by MaharaJa TeJ Chandra of Burdwii.n 1n 1799 when, after the 
death of his mother, he resumed the management of his estates. -
It is said that the design of granting perpetual leases was 
suggested by his son Pra.tap Chand who for some time acted as 
his regent. The measure, which from the landholder's point of 
view was most successful, was graduallJr extended throughout 
Burdwan, and Bishnupur until by 1825 almost the whole estates 
of the Maharaja were leased out under these tenures. 

A patni tenure is, in effect, a lease which binds its holder 
by terms and conditions similar to those by which a superior 
landlord is bound to the State. By Regulation XLIV of 1793 
the proprietors of estates were allowed to grant leases for a period 
not e.s::ceeding 10 years, but this provision was rescinded by 
section 2 of Regulation 5 (V) of 1812 ; while by Regulation 
XVIII of the same year proprietors were declared competent to 
grant leases for any period even in perpetuity. Finally, as has 
been described above, Regulation VIII of 1819, known as the 
Patni Sale Law, deolared the validity of tl;ese permanent tenures, 
defined the ralative rights of the zamindars and their subordinate 
patni talukdars, and established a summary process for the sale 
of such tenures in satisfaction of the zamindar's demand of 
rent. It also legalized under-letting on similar terms by the 
patnJdtlrs and others. 

Since the passing of the Patni Sale Law, this form of tenure 
has been very popular with zamindars who. wish to divest them­
selves of the direct management of their property, or part of it, 
or who wish to raise money in the shape of a bonus. It may be 
described as a tenure created by the zamindar to be held by the · 
lessee and his heirs or transferees for ever, at a rent fixed in 
perpetuity, subject to the liability of annulment on sale of the 
parent estate for arrears of Government revenue, unless protected 
against the rights exercisable by auction purchasers by common 
or special registry, as prescribed by sections 37 and 39 of Act XI 
of 1859. The tenant is called upon to furnish collateral security 
for the rent and for his conduct generally, or he is excused from 
this obligation at the zamindar's discretion. 

Under-tenures created by patnfdars are called dar-pfltni, and 
those created by dir-patniaara are called se-patni tenures. These 
under-tenures are, like the parent tenures, permanent, transferable 
and heritable; and have generally the same rights, privileges, 
and responsibilities attached to them. They ar~ usually granted 
on payment of a bonus. Section 13 of Regulation VIII of 
1'819 provides rules for staying the sale of a patnJ, if it takes 



Mulcar. 
rarl 
tenures. 

ljaras. 

154 BUitDWAN. 

place owing to the intentional withholding of payment of rent 
by the patnidar with the object of ruining his subordinate tenure-

> holders. In such cases, the under-tenants are allowed the means 
of saving the patni tenure and their own under-tenures, by paying 
into the Collector's office tho advertized balance due to the 
zamindar. The patni tenure so preserved forms the necessary 
security to the depositors, who have a lien on it in the same 
manner as if the loan had been made upon mortgage. The 
depositors may then apply to the Collector for obtaining imme­
diate possession of the defaulter's tenure; and the defaulter 
will not recover his tenure, "except upon repayment o£ the 
entire sum advanced, with interest at the rate of 12 per cent. 
per annum up to the date of possession having been given, or 
upon exhibiting proof, in a regular suit to be instituted for 
the purpose, that the full amount so advanced, with interest, 
has been realized from the usufruct of the tenure." 

These are hereditary tenures at a low rent fixed in perpetuity 
as the name itself, which is derived from the Persian karar, 
implies. Many of them were created by the operation of section 

. 9 of Regulation XIX of 1793, which prescribes that resumed 
lakhiraj plots of less, than 100 bighas existing before 1790 are 
to be settled in perpetuity at a fixed. rent. At the creation of 
mukarrari or dar-mukarrari tennres the lessee usually pays a 
bonus or salami. 

Dar-muka•·rari~ are subordinate to mukarraris and are created 
by the mukarraridar • . ·These tenures are also of a fixed nature 
and their rights and incidents are, in the absence of special pro­
vision, those of the parent tenure. Dar-mukarrari tenures are 
not however common P1 Burdwan. 

The status of ijararlars, or farmers, and of their subordinate 
dar-(jaradars, differs widely from ·that of the other intermediate 
tenure-holders described above. I.Jaraddrs hold farming leases, 
by which a definite amount of annual rent is fixed for a specified 
term, usually varying from 5 to 30 years. Snch leases are 
granted not only by the zamindars or superior landlords, but 

··also by.. subordinate talukdars or tenure-holders in an estate. 
The lessor cannot enhance . the rent of an i,jara lease during its 
term; and on its expiry, the iJaradar is not entitled to renewal. 
lj the latter is not specifically, by the conditions of his lease, 
debarred from creatirig an under-tenure, he ~ccasionally creates 
a dar-iJara tenure, the term of which cannot, of course, be longer 
than that of his own lease. ' 

. Another kind of iJara is that known as sar-i-peshgi iJard, 
.i.e., a lease granted in consideration of an advance of money 
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It may be granted for an unspecified term of years, and is 
usually made terminable on certain conditions, e. g., when . an 
estate is mortgaged as security for a loan, the term expires ". 
when the mortgagee has recovered the amount of debt and 
interest from the proceeds of the property. Such leases are much 
in vogue in this part of the country, where even the cultivators 
often give a zar-i-pesl1gi i,jard of their lands to the village 
mahdjan. 

The tenures held by actuRl cultivators comprise (a) iama TBNANT's 
or iot, (b) miadi fama, (c) naukarrari and maurasi jama, (d) xoLDINes •. 
korfa and dar-korja, and (e) bhag ;ot. 

Cultivators' holdings, called jamd or jot, were generally, but J~ma or 
not always, held without any written engagement. The landsJ'ol. 
have in many oases remained in the possession of one family 
from generation to generation. and in most cases without any 
document of title. Written leases and agreements are now 
however usually taken and demanded when a new settlement is 
made. All these tenures are now governed by the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, VIII of 1885, as amended by Act I of 1907. In 
practice, a Jam a is divided into as many parts as suft the conve-
nience of the ryots who hold it, and the total rent contributed by 
the different holders thereof is paid by one of them to the gomashta 
or rent-collector. ' 

The term miadi jamtl is applied to the holding of a cultivator Miadl 

with only a temporary interest in his land, which he holds for aiama. 
fixed term of years under a pattd or lease;. 

Holdings for which the tenant pays a share (Mag} of the B"- ... 
k bk . I ,.afl JO••· produce as rent are n.own as ~0 1ot. . n some oases . the 

arrangement is that the cultivator shall deliver a certain quantity 
of produce even although the crop should fail. Lands thus held 
are called dhan thika lands; but the payment of rent in kind in 
this manner is very rare in ~urdwan. On the other hand hold-
ing in bhag jot are very common and every well-tQ-do tenant 
usually holds a certain proportion of his land in bhag jot 
generally from another tenant. Under-tenants also . almost 
always hold their lands in bhag jot. ~ .• · .. 

Some oultivaters hold land under leases called mukarrari and · · •· 
maurasi, the chief stipulations of :whic~ ate that the rent is :;:,:a;;£1 
subject neither to .enhancement _nor abat~ment, and that the ~a11raa1 
tenure descends from father to· son.. These leases l:ll'e gener-Jama. 
ally granted on the payment of a bonus or salami by the . 
tenant. .. 

• A sub.ryoti tenure subordinate to that held by an ordinary _ 
cultivator is called korja. Korfa tenures are generally created .:;t;,;;;, 
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verbally, and in some cases there are also dar-korjddara or ryots 
holding under-korjadars. . 

SBRVICB • When the chakla of Burdwan was ceded to the East India 
TENURES. C - . th f b d" f 1 d • h . ompany, ere were our o 1es o men emp oye m t e pro· 

tection of the country and in the collection of revenue. These 
. were, first; a military force called nag dis, paid in cash, but since 
practically disbanded; they are now represented by the body. 
guard of the Burdwan Maharaja, who, at the permanent settle. 
ment, received an annual remission of Rs. 50,000 for the support 
of this force ; second, the thanddari police ; third, a body termed 
gram Baran}ami paiks, who were at once village watchmen and 
collectors of rent; and fourth, ghatwals, whose duty it was to 
keep the hill passes and roads free from robbers, and to protect 
travellers. These three latter classes were paid by assignments 

· of land. The following is a brief account of each. • 
Thii:nii:diiri In 1790 the total strength 9f the Thanadari police was 3,079 
Police. men, holding 14,491 acres of land. Under the provisions of Regu· 

lation XXII, of 1793, a portion of it, called the Badar tluinadari, 
consisting of 801 thanadara and tharul paiks and peons holding 

Griim 
saran• 
jimi 
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. 4,652 acres of land, was abolished, and the lands resumed; while 
the remainder, consisting of about 2,200 chaukidars or phariddrB 
in charge of chaukis, and paiks and peons subordinate to them, 
holding in round numbers 10,000 acres of land, was J"etained. 
By 1837 this force had sunk to the level of the gram saranJami 
paiks, and performed zaminda.ri as well as police services. 

In 1794, the total number of grdm saranjami pdiks was reported 
to be 17,284 holding 46,236 acres of land. Their duties were 'to 
assist the farmer in collecting the rents, guarding the mufassal 
treasuries, conveying public money to the treasury of the District, 
and serying as gujdes to passengers.' In addition to these 
functions, 'they were considered as dependent on the authority 
of the thanadars, and had to apprehend offenders, etc., and 

, _sometimes received a. gratuity called dwar mashakartl. for this 
· service 't from the cultiva~ors; engagements were also taken 
from them at that date to report. offences. Since that date 
they have been known as chaukidars, a curious instance of the 
degradation .of a title : a hundred years ago the word meant . 
the commandant of a chauki or post to which were attach-
ed several paiks. # • 

The numbers of the village police existing in the district, 
according to a report of the Collector dated April-1873, was 
as follows: chaukidars, 8,978, of whom 66 were paid in. cash; 

*McNeil's Village Watoh. 
t Magistrate's letter, 22nd February 1793. 
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simtJndars (originally keepers -of village boundaries)., 2,138; 
halshanaB (ol'iginally zarnindari servants who kept the measure~ 
menta of the cultivators' holdings), ~6; mirdaha8 (originallY · 
peons who carried a measuring chain:for surveyors), ~; sardars,-·. 
l>; nagarchis (originally drummers), 7; ashtap'l'akarls (originally:· ·· 
watchers of the crops), 2. 

From the chakran registers of 1836-40 for the fifteen thanas Ghatwals. 

then included in the district, it appears that there were at 
that time 71 ghatwali tenures.. Subsequent transfers added 
to the number and some years later the total number of 
tenures of this class was reported to be 238, with ·a holding 
of 7,912 bighas. The word GkrltwiJl as applied to this olass of 
tenure-holders is a further instance of the degradation of a 
title. The ghatwals proper were hill .. chiefs who were partially 
subdued by the neighbouring zamindars and turned into feuda .. 
tories. Their r13presentatives are found only in Chota Nagpur 
and the districts of Monghyr, Bhagalpore and the Santal Parga-
nas. The ghatwals of Bankura and Burd wan were, on the other 
hand, commandants of picquets created by the zamindars. Their 
proper designation was ghat sardar and their posts were ghats 
and not ghatwatls which contain many ghats. A. ghatwal was 
essentially a Talukdar, who was bound to support ghatwali police 
and from whom personal service was not demanded. A ghat 
sardar was an actual police servant and the direct head of a body -
of watchmen. 

The original duty of the ghatwals was nominally to protect 
the ghats or hill passes, to keep open the roads and to protect 
travellers. Some of them held their lands free, others paid a 
quit-rent known as the Panchaki to Government and others to 
the zamindars. In Burdwan they were to all intents and pur .. ~ 
poses treated as part of the rural polioe, with the exception that 
they were exercised. not within the village as suoh, but within 
an area roughly determined by immemorial custom and known., · 
as a ghat. 'rhey were, however, for the most part prac- .~ 
tically useless for police purposes and, in· November 1894, an 
amicable settlement of the gkatwali lands was undertaken with a · 
view to releasing them from police duties._ Those operations have 
now been concluded. A full account of the history of these 
tenures up to the nresent time will be found in the Bankura· 
Gazetteer. '• 

The chaukidari chakran lands and the other· allied service 
tenures mentioned above have also now been resumed and trans­
ferred to the zamindars under Act VI ( B. 0. ) of 1870, the. 
ck~ukidars being now paid from the chaukidari tax. 
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RBNT· Rent-free tenures form the last class of landed estates 
:!!::aBS. in Burdwan.- · These have always been very numerous and in 

1763-4 A. D. the territory thus alienated and not assessed to 
revenue at all was estimated at 5,68,736 bighas. One of the 

• first acts of the · newly appointed British Superintendents was 
to restore this area to the rent-paying lands of the district . 
.Between 1765 and 1788, however, grants to hold 6,600 acres 
revenue free under the names of debottar, lJranmottar, etc., were 
given to 408 persons with a view to bringing waste lands under 
cultivation. In 1876 it was reported that there were 170,240 
rent-free holdings of small plots of land included within the limits 
of permanently-settled estates. These are held rent-free of the 
zamindars; but Government revenue is paid by the proprietors 
on account of them. 'l'he tenures consiat mainly of lnnds grant­
ed for religious purposes, such as brahmottar, sivottar, debottar, 
etc., by Hindus and pirottar, chiriigan, nasrat, etc., by Muham­
madans. Besides these, there are other rent-free tenures granted 
for charitable purposes, and numerous small rent-free holdings 
which do not appear to have been assigned for any special 
purpose. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 

IN 1760 the district of Burdwan together with Midnapore and AnMINIS· 

Chittagong were ceded to the East India Company by Mir Kasim ~!!:~~~ 
Khan on the deposition of Mir J afar Khan. At that time AND STAPP. 

Burdwan comprised the present districts of Burdwan, Bankura, 
and Hooghly and one-third of IHrbhiim. West Burdwan was 
afterwards made into a. separate district, and in 1820 Hooghly was 
also separated. Numerous minor transfers have been made to and 
from the district up to the year 1885, since when no change has 
been made. For purposes of administration the district is divided 
into four subdivisions with head-quarters at Burdwan, Asansol~-
Kalna and Katwa. The sanctioned staff subordinate to the 
Magistrate-Collector at the district head-quarters consists of five 
Deputy Collectors and occasionally a Joint Magistrate is posted 
here. A covenanted Civil Servant, assisted by a Deputy Collector 
and Sub-Deputy Collector, is in charge of the Asansol subdivi-
sion. 1'he Kaloa and Katwa subdivisions are ~a.naged by 
Deputy Collectors, who are sometimes assisted by Sub-Deputy 
Collectors. Public works within the 'district are in charge ·of the 
District Engineer, but the embankments and irrigation works are 
managed by the Executive Engineer, Northern Embankment 
and Drainage Division, whose head-quarters are in Calcutta. 

Excluding land revenue the principal heads of receipt are REvnuE. 
Stamps, Excise, Cesses and Income-tax. In 1907-08 the collections 
from these sources amounted (in round figures) to Rs. 19,40,000, 
of which ·Rs. 5,41,6100 were realised from Stamps, Rs. 7,51,000 
from Excise and Rs. 1,17,000 from Income-tax. 

The total number of estates borne on the revenue-roll of the Land 

district in 1908-09 .was 5,2-76 with a _current demand of Revenue. 

~s. 30,58,992. 0£ this number 5,0.24 estates were permanently 
settled estates with a demand of Rs. 30,35,661; the nnmb~r of 
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estates in 1887-88 was 4,93 7. The actual collections of 
land revenue have only increased by Rs. 5,000 during the past 
30 years; and in 1908-09 amounted to B.s. 30,68,999, of which 
Rs. 22,834 ,was rea!ised on account _of former years. The total 
land revenue demand is estimated at 25·15 per cent. of the gross 
rental of the district. There are 153 Government estates consist-

•. :-ing mai~ly ot. the lands acqu~ed on the side of the Grand 
Trunk Road, and of small and unimportant estates bought in at 
rev~nue. sales. Of these 120, with a demand of B.s. 6,457, have 
been leased to farmers for varying periods, and ?3 are under direct 
management. 

Stamps. The receipts from judicial and non-judicial stamps increased 
from Rs. 4,07,000 in 1896-97 to B.s. 4,47,000 in 1900-01, and in 
1907-08 amounted to B.s. 5,41,000. T:be expansion of industry 
and commerce, and the gruwing inclination towards litigation 
among the agricultural classes and petty landlords, is a sufficient 
explanation of the increaee. Of the total receipts Rs. 4,14,000 
or more than three-fourths, were realised from the sale of judicial 
stamps, including court-fee stamps ; while non-judicial stamps 

. accounted for Rs. 1,27,000, nearly- the whole of this sum being 
realised from the sale of impressed stamps, which include besides 
general impressed stamps, salt and customs bonds, and bills of 
lading. 

Excise. The receipts from excise rose from Rs. 2,75,000 in 1890-91 
to Rs. 4,7 4,000 in 1900-tH, and further increased in 1908-09 to 
Rs. 7,q1,000, a figure which was only exceeded by three districts 
in Bengal, and which represents one-third of the total receipts 
for the entire division. The net excise revenue was Rs. 4,707 
per 10,000 of the population, as compared with the provincial 
average of ·3, 191. More than two-thirds of the total excise 
revenue is derived from the sale of ordinary country spirit and 
paehwai-the rice spirit which is consumed in large quantities by 
the Santals, :Bauris, and Bagdis. In the same year the total 
receipts from these sources were Rs. 2,79,000 and Rs. 2,55,000, 
respectively. The manufacture and sale of country spirit is now 
carried on entirely under the contract supply system, a contract 
fGr the wholesale supply of spirit being given out to a firm 
of distillers. Local manufacture is , prohibited and the con­
tractors are forbidden to hold any retail li9enses for it3 sa.le, 
but. are allowed the use of distillery and warehouse buildings for 
the storage of the liquor. The right of retail vend is disposed of 
by separate shops, each of which is put up to public auction ; and 
the retail vendors are forbidden to sell liquor except at the pre­
scribed strengths, for which maximum prices are fixed. Tlie 
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returns for 1.908-09 show that there are 82 shops for the retail 
sale of country liquor, or. one shop for every 32! square miles and 
for 18,688 persons ; and the average · consumption of lhe liquor 
in that year was 32 proof gallons per 1,000 or t.he population, a 
figure far larger than that returned by any other district in .the 
division. The excess in the excise revenue from Bur!lwan as 
compared with the other districts in the division is almost en- -:. 
tirely due to the exceptionally large consumption of pachwfli. In ' 
spite of the abolition of 34 shops during the year the receipts,on 
account of pachwai amounted to Rs. 2,49,000, or nearly hall of the 
entire provincial revenue from this source. The gross excise receipts 
per 10,000 of the population from spirits and fermented liquor 
amounted to Rs. 3,684, or more than twice the divisional average. 
The steady increase of recent years is attributed to the opening of 
new collieries and the consequent influx of highly paid 
labour. 

The balance of the excise revenue is alt?lost entirely realised 
from the sale of opium and hemp drugs. In 1908-09 the duty 
and licence fees on opium brought in Rs. 98,000, which represents 
an expenditure of Rs. 643 per 10,000 of the population. The 
receipts for ganja (Oannabis Indica) and the other hemp drugs 
amounted toRs. 87,000, representing an expenditure of Rs. 571 
per 10,000 of the population as compared with the divisional 
average of 396. Opium and preparations of the drug are much 
used as a preventive or cure for malarial fever. 

In 1907-08 the total collections on account of Inconie-tax Income· 
realised Rs. 1,17,000, which was paid by 1,242 persons. Owing tax. 

to the unusual development of the coal trade in the district, a 
proposal has recently been made for 'the employment of a special 
assessment staff to revise the assessments in the colliery tracts in 
the districts of Burdwan, Manbhiim and B azaribagh. It · is 
probable that such a revision might effect a very considerable 
increase of income from this source. 

There are 16 offices in this district for the registration of Registu•· 
assurances under Act III of 1887 (now Act XVI of 1908). The tion. 

District Sub-Registrar deals as usual with the documents present-
ed at the Sadar Office ancl also assists the District Magistrate, · 
who is e:-e-otftcio District Registrar_ in supervisi.ng the proceedings 
of the Sub-Registrarjl in. charge of the other registration offices: 
The average number of documents registered annually during 
the quinquennium ending in 1903 was 44,428·80, but in the five 
years ending in 1908 it decreased to 44,245•80, the decrease being 
due to the conclusion of the settlement of the ckaukidari , ' 

oluikran lands. The following stateme.at [shows the number of, 

l4 
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-
documents· registered, and the receipts 
office in 1908 ·:-

and expenditure at_ each 

Office. Documents 
Receipts •. Expendi· 

registered. ture. 
Rs. B.s. 

Burdwin ... 4,279 14,822 11,8b5 
Khandaghosh ... 2,174 2,156 1,839 
Memiiri 8,140 8,438 3,032 
Jamiilpur ... 1,315 1,888 1,926 
Raina ·- ••• 3,681 4,047 2,285 
Sabebganj 2,641 2,920 2,533 
Miinkur 3,180 3,619 2,072 
Guskhiira 2,171 2,432 2,825 
Kiilna 2,542 8,098 2,496 
Purbastbiili 1,544 1,995 1,936 
Manteswar 2,890 3,404 12,695 
Kiitwa ... 3,349 4,250 2,495 
Ketugrii.m· ... 3,152 3,533 2,176 
MangaJkot 2,851 3,140 1,824 
Biniganj 4,447 6,547 2,464. 

~ Asansol ... 2,957 4,702 1,926 

Total 46,313 65,551 45,889 

Anxnns- The Civil Co~uts at Burdwan are those of the Distriat Judge. 
l'B,TION There are five _Subordinate Courts at head-quarters presided over 
Jv::XcE by a Sub-Judge and four Munsifs, and an additional Sub-Judge is 

. • usually stationed here. There are also M unsifs at Asansol, Kal.na, 
and Katwa, wbo a.re subordine.te to the District Judge. The 

. Munsif at Asansol is at present assisted by an additional Munsif; 
the civil work here is increasing considerably and it is pr~bable 
that the additional :Munsif's Court will be permanently retained. 
Criminal justice is administered by the Sessions Judge, who is 
also the. District Judge, and by the :Magistrate of the district, the 
Subdivisional Magistrates stationed at Kalna, Katwa, and 
Asansol, and their subordinates. Besides the Stipendiary Courts, 
there are benches of Honorary Magistrates at Burdwan, Raniginj, 
Asansol, Ka.twa. and Kalna. 

Crime. In the early days of the British rule the district had a very 
unsa.voury reputation, and was overrun with dacoits who broke 

_ out from the . wilderness of jungles and fot·est in the laterite 
co~ntry to the ~est to prey upon the unfortunate peasantry. 
In 1789 the Magistrate of Birbhiim estimJlted that there were 
2,000 dacoits in Birbhiim, Burdwan and Rajshahi. These 
marauders, taking full advantage of the unsettled state of the 
country collected in large bodies, B.Ild on one occasion the 
officer charged with the duty of arresting one of their 
leaders asked for a battalion of· sepoya and a howitz~r 
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Frequently they w~re actively aided and abetted ·by the local 
zamindars or their servants. Of the dacoities committed in 
1819 ·we read that one-half occurred in the estates of MaharAjA 
Pratap Chand Bahadur of Burd wan, "a powerful and 
contumacious individual". But in his estates not a single 
dacoit was tried or apprehended. And in the next year the 
pargana of Burdwan was actually attached by the orders of the 
Magistrate of Birbhiim, as the zamindar would not appear to 
answer a charge of declining to aid the Police. A report of the 
Judge and Magistrate in 1802 shows the difficulty with which 
our officers had to contend in dealing with crime :- _ 

"The Police establishments are certainly not adequate, the · 
thanas are too few, and the establishments will not admit oJ the 
necessary ·detachments for the performance of the duties· in the 
numerous populous villages under them, and little assistance can 
be expected from the zamindary Pikes (sic) and village watch­
men as these are generally found to be the o:fftmders. The 
crime most prevalent is daooity or gang robbery, which is 
frequently accompanied with murder." Raina thana was formerly -
a haunt of the Thags and in Bengal they were first found here 
in 1802. In 1817 it was estimated that their number .was three 

_ hundred, including five Hindu and three Muhammadan women. 
Their descendants after the suppression . of Thagi, according 
to popular rumour, turned to dacoity as a means of subsistence. 
Some of the stories still told about thesa robbers· bear witness 
to their reputation for ferocity and strength, and show' the terror 
in which they .were held by the common people •. ·. One .. leader 
"could eat the raw flesh of three goats _with two bottles ·of 
brandy ani! five pounds of bread a day/' Another_ could fight 
single-handed with four soldiers. One wom.an of 35 years of 
age " twice plundered a big zamindar's house with the assistance 
of her husband and a sword." Another, a Muhammadan widow, 
at the age- of 46 could ride a horse "as cleverly as an · expet:f; 
Captain or Colonel could do," and on one occasion, with the. 
assistance of her old father, killed ten men who attacked: 
them. Daeoities are still fairly common in the district, and the 
detection of the offenders is very difficult. It, is an easy matter 
for the members o£ the gangs to conceal themselves !among the 
numerous up-coun~y coolies employed at the many collieries in: 
the Asansol Subdivision, where the population is constantly fl~c­
tuat.ing. Running train thefts are also exceedingly ·common 
between Asansol and Burd wan, and petty thefts and burglaries 
a;e very common· in the Asansol Subdivision, especially ,.in 
t~e neighbourhood of Asansol itself. 

ll2 
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Police. . The district is divided into 23 thanas with 9 outposts as 
shewn in the statement in the 
margin. In 1908 the regular 
police force of the district con. 
sisted of the District Superin­
tendent, and Deputy Superin· 
tendent, · 8 Inspectors, 49 Sub­
Inspectors, 68 head-constables, 
and 552 constables, a total force 
o~ 679 men representing one 

POLICB S'r!TIOlf. Otr'rPOST. 

8adM Su~tlitnriott. 

Burdwin. 

Stiliebganj. 
Khindaghosh. 
Raina. 
Sa.tgicbia.. 
Jamal pur. 
Auagrim. 
Ga. lsi. 
Memari. 

Bara Bazar. 
Birha.tta. -
Muradpur. 
Noutonganj. 
Keshabganj. 
.kanchannagar. 

.J.aanaoZ Sw 1Jditri&ion. 
Rii.niganj. 
Kii.kaa.. 
Asa.osol. 
Faridpur. 
Bari.kar. 

·policeman to every 3·9 square 
miles and to every 2,257. of the 
population. The rural force 
employed in the interior con• 
Sists of 162 rural dafadars and 
4,144 rural chnukidars, who are 
paid at the rate of Rs. 6 and 
Rs. 5 a month, respectively. 
Until recently there were still 

KiJt-wtJ 8ddi tnsitm; 
--a.twa. many watchmen called pharidars, 
.n.a. I Dainhit. 
Ketogri.m. _ paiks and ghatU)d/s who held 
Mangalkot. lands in return for police service. 

KilntJ Su1ulivilion. These men are survivals of the 
. - Kilna. · r old village watchman, . who was 

·. ·. Purbasthili. maintained by the village com· 
- Ma.nteawar • 

. ~ munity in which he lived and 
whose duty was to guard the property and persons of his fellow· 

. villagers from the attacks of dacoits, burglars and thieves. As 
a rule he himself belonged to some thieving gang and his engage­
ment as watchman was simply blackmail. It is therefore hardly 
surprising to find that these watchmen were reckoned • ''vile and 
abominable." The majority of these have now been replaced 
by paid chaukidars under Act VI of 1879 and the chaukidari and 
ghatU)a/i lands have been resumed and . resettled with the 
zamindars. 

There is a District Jail at Burdwan with accommodation for 
' 271 prisoners, ,;, , 7 barracks for 195 male convicts and 1 for 
19. under-trial prisoners, a female ward for 11 female convicts, 
6 cells for male convicts, and a hospital witht36 beds for male 
convicts. There is also a female segregation ward with accommo­
dation for four prisoners. The industries carried on are the 
manufacture of mustard oil, daris and carpets, newtlr tape, 
and wheat flour. The subsidiary jails at the 3 Subdivision¥ 
outstations have accommodation for 88 prisoners. 

• Dr. lJucl:uull\n'a report on :Purneah, 1810. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

· LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. 

ExcLUSIVE of municipal areas· the area ot" the district is 2,669 Diatlid 
square miles, inhabited by · 1,438,443 persons, and within Board. 

this the management of local affairs, such as the maintenance 
of roads, bridges, ferries, and pounds, the control of village 
sanitation and water-supply, and the provision of medical 
relief, is vested in the District Board with the Looa.l Boards 
and Union Committees under it. The Burdwan District Board 
consists of 19· members including the Chairman, who is the 
Magistrate of the district. Of the remaining 18 members 6 
are elected and 12 nominated py. Gov~rnment, 4 of whom 
hold their appointment ez-officio. The Board is thoroughly 
representative and at present 6 members are pleader& or mukhtars, 
6 are Government servants, 4 representative of the landed 
interest and 3 are classified as miscellaneous. . , 

For the period of ten years ending with 1902-03, the average I~eqme. 
annual income of the Board was Rs. 3,03,000; and by 1906-07 : · 
_this had risen to Rs. 3,86,000. This income was mainly derived. 
from the local rate (road cess) Rs. 1,62,000; pounds Rs. 9,000; 
ferries Rs. 9,000; and other sources Rs. 60,000, and included 
Rs. 1,44,000 contributed by Government. The Government 
contribution, however, includes the allotment· for Government 
works executed by the District Board. Excluding the opening 
balance the receipts for the year 1907-08 amounted to Rs. 3,80,000, 
including Rs. 1,70,000 realized from road cess, Rs. 1,59,000 
contributed from Provincial revenues as contribution to the 
Board and on account of Government works executed by it, 
Rs. 10,000 obtained from ferries, and Rs. 10,000 from pounds. 
Here, as elsewhere, the road cess is the principal head of receipt, 
but the taxation is not heavy, amounting to annas two per head 
of the population., ' 

The average annual expenditnre during the ten years ending Expen4i·. 
1902-03 was Rs. 2,9l:5,000, of which Rs. 1,88,000 was spent on t~re. · 

civil works, Rs. 5.1,000 on education and Rs .. 4,000 OD medical 
• relief. During the five years ending in 1906-07, it amounted 
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to Rs. 3,91,000, · the chie£ heads being civil works (including 
Government works undertaken by the Board) Rs. 2,58,000, 
education ·ns. 60,0CO and medical Rs. 10,000. In 1907-08 
the expenditure was Rs. 3,28,000, of which about two-thirds, 
Rs. 2,32,000, was expended on civil works (including Government 
works); education Rs. 55,035 and medical Rs. 12,857 being the 
other principal heads of expenditure. 

The- maintenance of communications is the heaviest charge 
on the income of the District Board, which now maintains 
203 miles of metalled and 298 miles of unmetalled roads~ in 
·addition to· a large number. of village tracks with . a total 
length of 654 miles. The cost of maintenance in 1907-08 was 
Rs. 327, Hs. 67 and Rs. 14 per mile for these three classes of 
roads, respectively. Besides these about 100 ·miles of Provin­
cial roads are maintained by the Board, the cost being met 
from funds allotted by Government. The Board also maintaine 
8)[ilidle schools, and aids 78 Middle, ~18 Upper Primary, and 
1,005 Primary schools, and employs 14 Inspecting Pa.ndits to 
supervise the -management and expenditure of the schools. It 
also maintains a technical school at Burdwan, under its direct 
management, with annual contributions of Rs. 240 from the -
Burdwan Municipality and of Rs. 360 from Government. In 
all a little more than 6 per cen£. of the ordinary income "of the 
Board was expended during the year on medical relief and 
·sanitation.- Ten pertnanent dispensaries, and five temporary 
·fever dispensaries are entirely maintained by it, and grants-in-
aid are also made to four Municipal dispensaries. The expendi­
ture · includes the cost of special measures taken to provide 
gratuitous medical relief to the people on the outbreak of epi-

. demio diseases. A veterinary dispensary is also maintained at 
l'urdwan. -

Under the District Board there are four Local Boards in this 
district, which are entrusted with the maintenance of the village 
roads, poands, ferries and priiu.ary education within each sub· 
division of the district. For these purposes · they receive fixed 
allotments from the District Board. The Burdwin Local Board 
<lonsists of 15 members, and- the three other Local Boards of 
9 members each. Of the members two-thirds are elected and 
one-third nominated by Government, the Chairman and Vice­
Chairman of the Boards being elected by the members. At 
present the Chairmen of the Asa.nsol, Kitwa. and Kalna. Local 
Boards are the subdivisional officers, who have been elected ez-

,olficio, while the Chairman of the Burdwan Local Board is a 
non-official. 
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There are at present six Union Committees in the district at UmoN' 
Memari, M ankur, Srikhanda, COHHIT· 

Name of 
Union 

Committee, 
Memari 
Minkur 
Srikbanda 
Sribati 
Baidyipur 
Bagnipirl' 

Area in • B . d B ~ TBBSo 
square Population. Sribati, aidyapur an agna.-
milea, para. The marginal table shows 

... 12 10,323 - • f h 

... 12 10,473 the area and populat10n o esc 
::: 1g ~~:ggg · union. Each of these commit-
···' 10 5,922 tees is administered by a Board 
... 10 7,160 

of 9 members, and they ·are 
entrusted with the administration of the village roads within 
their jurisdiction. Hitherto the Union Committees have not 
displayed much activity and their·income and expenditure has 
been· in many years merely. nominal. But the scope of work of 
the Union Committees has been much widened by the recent 
amendment of the Local Self-Government Act, and much useful 
work may be expected from them in the future. 

There are at present six municipalities in the district, Burd-· Mutncr­
wAn, Katwa, Kalna, Dainhat,. Haniganj and Asansol. The PALITIEa. 

Burd wan Municipality was established in 1865; and the munici- · 
palitiee at Kalna, Katwa and Dainhat in 18119; that at Riniganj 
was established in 1876, while the Asansol Municipality, which 
is now the second largest in the district, was established so 
recently as 1896. , 

The Burdwan Municipality covers an area of 8·4 square miles Burdw-n 
and includes 38,691 people, of whom 8,076 or 20•87 are rate- , . a • 

payers. It is administered by 22 CtJmmissioners, 15 of whom :, .. 
are elected and 7 nominated by Government, 2 being appointed 
by virtue -of their office. During the ten years ending in · 
1902-03, the average annual income and exp~nditure of the. 
municipality was Rs. 1,02,000, ann Rs. 1,14,000, respectively, and 
by 1906-07 they had risen to Rs. 1,32,000 and Rs. 1,32,000. 
In 1908-09 the income amounted to Rs. 1,29.000 the principal 
heads of receipt being the tax on houses and lands, whioh is 
here levied at 71 per cent. Rs. 41,000; water-rate, Rs,-26,000; 
oo.nservancy 'Rs. 18,000 ; and grants and contributions from 
Government and other /sources Rs. 15,000. The incidence . of 
taxation and of income per head of population was Rs. 2-8-9, and 
Rs. 3.5.6, respectively. During the same year the total expendi-
ture amounted toRs. 1,20,000, which was distributed mainly under_ 
the following hea<I.s: Establishment 7·41 per cent.; Lighting 
4·46 per cent. ; Water-supply 15•53 per cent. ; Drainage 1•6 per 
cent.; Medical 11•8 per cent.; Public Works 15·07 per cent.; 
and Education 6•69 per cent. Burdwan, which. was formerly 
considered one of the healthiest ,and most . prosperous towns. 
ill the Province, suffered very severely from the epidemic of 
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fever which ravaged the district between 1862 and 1874. It 
has been estimated that more than ha.lf of the inhabitants died 
or left the town during these disastrous years. Although the 
health conditions are now much improved, the town is still badly 
drained and, at certain seasons of the year, suffers severely 
from fever. The houses for the most pa'rt drain into the shallow 
tanks and depressions from -which the materials for their cons· 
truction were exacavated o.nd these tanks in many cases become 
veritable cess-pools, obstructing the natural drainage, and are a 
great source of danger to the public health. A surface drainage 
scheme which will cost some 6lakhs of rupees has been prepared 
for the town.·· The Maharaja has promised to contribute 
Rs. 50,000 towards the cost of the work and Government has 
promised to make a similar contribution. The municipal 
finances, however, are not very prosperous, and it is improbable 
that the scheme will be taken up soon. 

The most successful feature of the municipal administration 
is the water-works. These were constructed during the year 
1884-85 at a cost of Rs. 2,35,500. Of this amount Government 
contributed Rs. 50,000 as a grant, and Rs. 11,000 as the price 
of the o!d sluice at Jujuti, which was taken over from the 
Municipality, and the Maharaja .of 'Burdwan made a similar 
contribution while the balance of Rs. 1,24,500 was raised by 
loan in the <>pen market. Most of the loan has now been repaid. 
The management is in the hands of a speciai sub-committee 
of the Municipality, which includes among its members the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman, the Civil Surgeon, the District 
Superintendent of Police, and an Engineer of the East Indian 
Railway. The supply is drawn from the Damodar river. The 
pumping station is situated some 2! miles north-west of the 
town and has four ~engines, three boilers, one intake with a 
roughing filter, five high level settling tanks, two low level 
settling tanks, five filter. beds with a daily capacity- of 875,000 
gallons, and one clear water reservoir with a capacity of 285,000 
gallons. The average daily consumption is 413,000 gallons or 
12·9 gallons per head; and the total income and expenditure 
during 1908-09 was Rs. 26,000 and Rs. 18,000, respectively • 

. .-.Generally speaking the quality of the water supplied is good, 
but when the Damodar falls during the hot,weather, the supply 

- has occasionally to be taken from the Banko.. At this season of the 
.;rear -this river. is practically an open drain and receives all the 
drainage of the villages on its banks_, and in addition the 
!Upply of water is often very insufficient. In order to ensure a 
constant supply of Damodar water, it would be necessary to 
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construct a weir across that river below the sluice. This project 
has frequently been proposed, but there are very serious engineer· 
ing difficulties to be overcome and the cost would be prohibitive. 
In spite of this defect the water-supply has been of enormous 
benefit to the townspeople and is undoubtedly the chief cause of 
the recent marked improvement in their health. The only portion 
of the town which is not supplied with water is that lying to the 
south of the Banka river and a project for extending· the water. 
,Supply to this quarter is under discussion. 

· The total population of Raniganj at the last census was Riniganj. 
16,398 and of this number 1,692 or 10·3 are rate-payers. The 
Municipality is administered by 12 Commissioners, eight being 
elected and four nominated. The town is a busy centre of trade 
and contains, besides a small Railway settlement, Messrs. Burn 
and Company's pottery works which employ nearly a thousand 
operatives, the Bengal Paper Mills, and several oil and flour 
mills. Formerly it was the centre of the coal industry and the 
Bengal Coal Company still ~as. i~s head office at .Egara near the 
town and. works several mines in the immediate neighourhood. 
Some workings which have been made over to ..Messrs. Burn & 
Company are actually being carried under the town itself. The 
town is thickly populated : almost ~11 the buildings are of brick 
and in good order, and the roads are well maintained. The water-
supply is derived from a large number of wells, both private 'and 
public, and the Municipality has also leased several tanks in 
different parts of the town in order to provide water for the 
public as the present supply is inadequate. The income and 
expenditure for 1907-08 were Rs. 18,528 and Hs. 21,249 •.. The 
income is principally derived from the rate on holdings, which is. -
levied at 7! per cent. on the annual valuation, and the conser-
vancy rate. Nearly one-third of the expenditure is spent on 
conservancy, and about one-fifth on medical relief. For-the past 
15 years the income aud expenditure have practically balanced each 
other and lhe Municipality has no funds to spare for new projects. 

The Municipality of Katwa, which was established on the 1st Kltwa. 
April1869, ie administered by a Municipal Board composed of 12 
Commissioners, of whom eight are elected and fo11r nominated 
by Government, one of the latter being appointed ez;.otficw ... Xbe , . 
area within municjpal limits in 1908 was one square mile,_ and · 
the number of rate-payers was 2,385 or 33·03 per ()ent. of .the · 
whole population, with an average incidence of taxation' of 
Re. 1-1-2 per head of the population. '. · ... .-_. : ... 

During the five years ending in 1906-07, the average annual 
Income and expenditure of the Municipality were Rs. 10,200' and 
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\ -R•. 10,800 respMtively, and in 1907-08 the annual income 

excluding the opening balance amounted ·to Rs. 12,500. The 
chief sources of income are the tax on persons levied at twelve 
annas per cent. on the circumstances and properties of the rate­
payers, from which Rs. 4,700 was realized in 1907-08, and 
the conservancy rate which brought in Rs. 2,100 in the same 
year. 

The expenditure for the same year was Rs. 13,000, excludin't 
Rs. 2,400 expended on the repayment of loans, advances o.nd 
deposits, the principal heads being conservancy and medical, 
which accountetl for 39·59 and 11•83 per cent. of the total 
expenditure. The Municipality maintains a charitable dispen­
sary. The roads are mostly metalled, but very narrow and 
skirted by masonry drains. A drainage scheme, which is esti­
mated to cost Rs. 77,000 has been prepared for the town and 
will be taken np as soon as fundlfpermit. 

Kilna. The Kalna Municipality was established in 1869 and is 
administered by a Board of 15 Com.missioners, of whom ten are 
elected and 6. ve are nominated. The area within municipal limits 
in 1908 was two square miles, and the average incidence of 
taxation in 1907-08 was Re. 1-13-7 per head of the population. 
The average annual income and expenditure of the Muni­
cipality during the five years ending in 1906-07 were Rs. 14,000 
and Rs. 13,900, respectively. In 1907-03, the income was 
'Rs. 15,000 ; the chief sources being the tax on . persons which 
brought in Rs. 4,900 and the conservancy rate which brought in 
Rs. 3,500. During the same year the expenditu!e was Rs.14,000, 
of which sum Rs. 4,700 was spent on conservancy and Rs. 2,100 
on road repairs. A drainage scheme for the town, which- is 
estimated to cost Rs. 36,000, has been prepared under the 
supervision· of the Assistant Sanitary Engineer. The northern 
portion of the town is thickly populated, and is better provided 
with roads and, drains than the southern and interior portions. 
In these quarters the waste lands, and depopulated homesteads, 
the silted up tanks and depressions full of rubbish of all sorts 
bear eloquent witness to the decline of trade and the decay of 
_prosperity. The trade is now, however, increasing, and the 
Municipality may expect better tim.es. 

Dainhat. The :Municipality of Dainhat, which was. established on the 
1st Aprill86H, is administered by a Municipal Board composed 
of 12 Commissioners, of whom 8 are elected and 4 nominated 
by Government, 1 being appointed ez-ojftcio. The area within 
municipal limits was nearly 4 square miles in 1908, several 
-.,mages with a total area of 2 square miles having been included 
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within tbe Municipality in 1900. The number of rate-payers 
is 1,270 or 22·6 per cent. of population, and the average 
incidence of taxation in 1907-08 was annas 7-10 per head. 
In 1907-08, the income aggregated Rs. 4,870 excluding an 
opening balance of Rs. 713. The income was mainly derived 
from the tax on persons, which brought in Rs. 2,379, and 
the conservancy rate which brought in Rs. 429. The expendi­
ture in the Bame year wus Rs. 4, 743, the· principal heads being 
general establishment, comervancy, medical and public works, 
which accounted for 15·6, 3l·6, 24·3, and 11·2 of the total expen­
diture, respectively. The supply of drinking water is mainly from 
the river Bhagirathi and, when the stream dries up in th9 hot 
season, is very deficient. Most of the roads are unmetalled. 
The Municipality maintains a charitable dispensary. 

Asansol is the second largest Municipality in the district and Asansol. 

is administered by a Municipal Board composed of 12 Com- · 
missioners nominated by Government, of whom 7 are appointed ,. 
ex-officio. Th~ Municipality: was established in 1896, and in 
1904 an additional area of 1·48 square miles was included in it. 
The area within municipal limits a~ present is 3·73 square miles. 
The number of rate-payers in 1908 was 2;312, or 12·8 per cent. 
of the population, and the average incidence of taxation was 
Re. 1-2-1 per head of population. The average annual income 
during the five years ending 1906·07 was Rs. 19,000, and the 
expenditure was Rs. 18,000. In 1907-08, the-income excluding the 
opening balance amounted toRs. 24,000 and was mainly derived 
from the rate on holdings at 7! per cent. on the annual value of 
the ho~ding, which brought in Rs. 14,0.00, and the conservancy 
rate which brought in Rs. 4,900. The expenditure in' :the 
same year was Rs. 26,000~ the principal itema of expe:ndi-
ture being drainage, conservancy, and public works, which 
accounted for 12·04, 56·0, and 13·6, respectively, of the total 
amount. Drainage and water-supply schemes are awaiting 
adequate funds. · 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

EDUCATION. 

llfDIGBJJ· UNDER the old Municipal system of the Hindus each village 
:;:TBM. had its chief, its accountant, its priest, smith, carpenter, potter, 

barber, washerman, poet, doctor and last but not least its village 
or hedge school master, the gun1 mahasaya, who presided over the 
village prlthshala. In 1835 Mr. Adam calculated that there 
were more than 100,000 of these schools in Bengal and Behar. 
In 1802 the Magistrate of Burdwan reported " that there are few 
villages of any note in which there is not a school but the instruo. 
tiou in them is confined to the teaching of children to read and 
write." The childre,n of Muhammadan parents usually received 

·their education in the common branches from the village school 
masters. But in villages where Muhammadans were numerous 

. the Hindu pathshalli was usually replaced by a maktah. In the 
Hindu plithshala the teacher ( gleru mahlisaya) was a poor Kayesth 
or less often a Brahman, who was usually paid in kind, or was 
given a contribution in cowries by ea.ch boy's family, and also 
got a small share of grain at harvest time. The school was held 
in his hut, and often in fine weather under some tree .in the 
village. Here the boys were taught reading, writing and 
mental arithmetic. 1'bey practised writing with ink on palm 
or plantain leaves, or with chalk on the floor, and after they 
'had learnt the Bengali alphabet, some small collections of verses 
were committed to memory. Particular attention wits paid to· 
mental arithmetic and mensuration, the boys learning by heart 
the verses of one Bhrignram Das, better knom1 as the Subhankari, 
which contain formulre for calculating arithmetical figures, 
interest, land measurements, etc. Boys were sent to the pathshlila 
in t.heir fifth year and stayed there three to six years. In 
maktabs, the teacher ( akhungi) taught arithmetio and the rttdi­
ments of rersian or Urdu, the boys writing not only on leaves 
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but also on country paper. The bulk of the pupils finished 
their education in these elementary schools, and then followed 
their hereditary orcupations.. Many of the Kayesths went on 'to . 
the landlords' kacharis and learnt zamindari accounts, thus quali­
fying for employment as writers or gumashtas (agents). A few 
read at home the vernacular versions of the epics or Puranas 
while Brahmans studied the rudiments of Sanskrit under some 
pandit in the neighbourhood, and thus qualified themselves for 
the priesthood. 

The more ambitious of the Brahmans, ho\Vever, were not so 
easily satisfied and studied at one or other of the educational cen­
tres in Bengal containing tols or Sanskrit colleges. The most famous 
of these were at Nadia and in its neighbourhood, but there were 
smaller circles at Bhangamoda in this district, Bhatpira -in the 
24-Parganas, and in Howrah at Bally. · The students resided in 
the house of some learned pandits and were treated as members of 
the family, doing domestic work, and if they had means, contri· 
butinO' to the cost of the household. Every pupil learnt grammar 

0 ' 
in the first instance for some years, and then read . some easy 
literary works. After this he selected some special· subject for 
study, usually higher literature, 1tyaua or logic, and smriti or law. 
The whole period of learning lasted usually from eight to sixteen 
years. After finishing the course, many went on tour to com. 
plete their studies, visiting Mithila (Darbhanga) to Iearn­
darshana or philosophy and law, and Benares for grammar, 
rhetoric and the Vedas. On returning home, many of them set. 
up small tols in their own houses. 

Well-to. do Musalmans -sent promising boys to Madrasas, 
which were established at nearly all the head-quarters of the . 
local Governors. These institutions date back to the beginning of 
Muhammadan rule in Bengal, for we find that Muhammad-i· 
Bakhtyar Khilji and his Amirs set up :M adrasas at Lakhnauti, 
and in 1313 A. D. Zafar Khan built one at Tribeni. 'l'hey were 
usually attached to some mosque and were often liberally 
endowed. The students had lodging and boarding free, though 
contributions were frequently made by those whose parents were 
better off. The pupils were taught the Koran and Persian 
classics by maulvis, while special instructi2n was also __ gi'fen 
in the Hadis or M.usalman law and in Arabic literature 
In the old correspond~nce reference is made to several such 
institutions. }.,or instance, in September 1818 we find the Oollec• 
tor reporting concerning a religious institution and school at which 
5 ~r 6 scholars were' entertained, the cost being met by a pension 
of Rs. 6 a year. granted by Government to the prinoipst ·- IQ 
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1819 'there is a reference to a Madrasa attached to ·a: mosque,: 
possibly that·at .Bobar, and· in July 1823 the Board reported an 
endowment for a college in Burdwan of. 254 eicoa rupees per 
annum. , 

No special arrangements appear to have been made for female 
education. Hindu girls of tender age often attended pathslullaa 
but few were permitted to go there after seven or eight years of 
age. 'l'he Muhammadans were stricter and apparently did not 
permit them to go to any maktab, liut many of the -more affluent 
allowed their girls to be taught at home. Among the Kayesths 
and Brahmans, a few managed to learn Bengali or Sanskrit at 
home. The Vaishnavas were more liberal-minded, allowing girls, 
and even ·elderly ladies, to read o.nd write ; indeed, there were 
several poetesses among them. 

PBoaB.Ess The first attempt to improve on this system of education was 
o:r ma.de in 1816 when Captain Stewart, a servant of the East India 
liODEBN 
Bnuc.&• OompanL. established two vernacular schools in the district, in 
TioN. connection with the Church Missionary Society. In two years 

the number of schools had increased to ten containing a thouEJand 
children arid costing Rs. 240 a month. Captain Stewart at first 
encountered considerable opposition, and the Brahman school 
masters, who saw their occupation threatened, circulated rumours 

· that he designed to kidnap all the children and send them to 
England. One instance even is said to have O.:!curred, in which 
a father exposed his child to prevent the possibility of his being 
educated by Captain Stewart. The introduction of printed books 
also caused some alarm. Formerly nothing but manuscripts had 
been used and it was remarked of the village school masters: 
''If you put a printed hook in their hands they are unable to 
read it without great difficulty and are still less able to understand 
its contents." Besides the rudiments of Geography, Astronomy, 
and History Captain Stewart caused instruction to be given ·in 
some ~ew of the preambles of the .East India Company's regu­
lations with the object of instrncting the people in the benevolent 
intentions of the Government. These schools became so cele· 
.brated that the Calcutta Society sent its Superintendent for five 
months to Burdwan in· 1819 to learn Captain Stewart's system, 
'-s it . was found that he educated a greater number of children 
with fewer teachers and at half the cost of.the old system and 
when .Mr. Adam made his enquiry into the state of education 
in 1837; he reported that Burdwau was the be:st educated district 
in Bengal. The educational work of the mission continued to 
prosper. Under the Revd. J. J. Weitbrecht (1830-1852) t~e 
~liasion managed 14 schools scattered over an area of 40 miles 
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with an attendance of a thousand boys,. a girls' school, and one 
of the first High schools in Bengal with a hostel for Hindu 
students attached to it. Of these schools four in Burdwan were 
supported by the subscriptions of the European residents in the 
station, who contributed Rs. 60 a month for this purpose. 
Besides the vernacular schools maintained at and near Burdwan · 
elementary schools had also been opened before 1834 at KA.lna and 
Katwa, the . latter being managed by the Baptist Missionary 
Society. 

In his third report on 'the state of education· in Bengal State o£ 

Mr. Adam gives a detailed description of the schools and colleg~s ~d].':;;011 

then existing in the district. There were in all 629 Bengali m • 

elementary schools, one village containing as niany as seven, and 
seventy-nine containing two or more. Of these schools. nine 
were supported by the Missions and one by the Raja of Burdwan:. 
The teachers were mostly Kayesths, Brahmans, Sadgops 
or Aguris by caste, ~nd many of them eked out. their professional 
income by engaging in farming, money-lending, trade, weaving 
or service. '1.1he-total number of scholars was found to be 13,190 
of whom 13 were Christians, and -or69 Muhammadans, and the 
average period passed at school was estimated at about 11 yearil. 
They were drawn from all classes and castes, but in the Mission 
schools a far larger proportion of low caste boys were taught. 
In addition to the::;e elementary schools there were 190 Sanskrit 
schools with 1 ,3G8 students. The subjects commonly taught 
in these were Grammar, Lexioology, ·Literature, Law, Logic; 
Medicine and Mythology. And besides these there were 93 
Persian and 8 Arabic schools, of which two were supported by 
the Maharaja of Burdwan. There were also four girls' schools 
at Burd wan, Katwa, and Kalna. All the schools were managed 
by Missionaries, and the number of girls taught in them was 
175, of whom 36 were Christians, and one a Muhammadan. 
The standard of instruction given in most of the elementary 
schools can be judged from the Iact that out of the total· 
number of scholars no less than 7,113 had not advanced beyond 
writing on the groun~, and only 2,610 bad learnt to write on 
paper. 

In the next thirty years a great advance was made and by state of 
1868 ten aided ant\ two un.aided High schools, and twenty-two ~ducation 
Middle English schools had been established. The Church 

10 1868
" 

Missionary Society, besides its High school aml hostel at 
Burdwan, which was in a flourishing condition, had opened a 
High school at Memari, and another had been established by the 
}tee Church of Scotland Mission at Kllna. In these thr~ 

. . 
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. schools alone the number of boys taugh~ was 518. In addition 
the High school maintained by the Maharaja of Burdwa11, which 
bad been establish~d as an Anglo-Vernacular school in 1817, 
ha.d increased largely and at that time was attended by 500 
pupils. Another High school known as the Burdwan Preparatory 
School pad been started in the town and -was doing well. A 
free High 'English school had been established at Chakdighi 
by the trustees of the will of the late Babu Sarada Prasad Singh 
Rai, and aided High English schools, under native management, 
had been started at Katwa, Kulingram, Okersha, Belgona, 
Bagnapara, and Badia. Besides these Government Middle 
Vefnacular schools had been established at Amadpur, 
Barakar, and Galsi. Two schools for European and Eurasian 
children, the first in the district, had also been opened in 

·1866-67. 
Fem~e The first school for girls was started by the Europ~an ladies 

educatlon. at Burdwan in connection with the Ladies' Society at Calcutta 
some time before 1834, and by 1837 there were altogether four 
girls' schools in the district. All these schools were under the 
management. of the various Missionaries. The Ladies' Society 
of Calcutta supported those at Japat near Kalna and ·in Burdwan 
itself, and these -school~ were under the mangement of the Rev. 
Mr. Alexander. Another in the premises of the Church 
Missionary Society at Burdwan was supported and mataged by 
the Rev. J. J. W eitbrecht, w hila the school nt Katwa was 
managed by the Rev. W. Cary and supported by the Calcutta 
Baptist Society for promoting native female education. In 
the schools supported by the Ladies' Society a sum of Re. 1·8 
a month was allowed for providing refreshments for.the children. 
And three female messengers were employed to bring the 
children to school and to take them home. If tl:e messenger 
brought ten scholars a day for a. month, she was paid Rs. 2, but 
it was not necessary that the same children should always be 
brought, and only the number was regarded. · It is therefore 
hardly surprising to find Mr. Adam writing of the schools that 
the progress of the children was slow and· their attendance 
irregular. The number of girls taught in these schools "was 
175 and the instruction was largely religious. Of thia 
number 36 were Christians, and only 1 a. )Iuhammadan, while 
Mr.· Adam reports that out of the total number of scholars, 
112 could read but couM not write. In 1868 there were 
altogether 9 girls' schools and the Deputy Inspector reported 
that a desire for the education 9f girls was steadily . ' progress1ng. 
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If Burdwan is no longer the best educated district in Bengal P~~aen; 
it compares very favourably in this respect with the rest of :du:a~ion. 
the Province. Out of a total population of a little over one 
and-a-half millions, 130,000 persons, or one in every 12, were 
returned at the last census as literate, that is,, they could read 
or write some language, while 16,658 or a little more than one 
in every 100 persons, could read and write English. This propor-
tion is considerably larger than that returned for the Province as 
a whole. Of the persons who were returned as literate, males, as 
might be expected, predominate enormously, the percentage of 
literatea among them being 16·2 as compared with the provincial 
avera.ge c.f 10·4; while among femal~s 8 out of every thousand 
were literate-a proportion which is the average for the 
division and is considerably higher than that returned for most 
districts. In respect 1()£ English education, also, the district stands 
high. Approximately 1 man in every 50 and 1 woman in every 
thousand were able to read and· write English-a figure which 
is exceeded only by the metropolitan districts, that is, Hooghly, 
Bowrab, and the 24-Parganas. I~ is only the higher _castes 
such as Baidyas, who to judge by the census returns are much 
the best educated caste, Kayesths and Brahmans who have any 
knowledge of English. Among the lower castes who form the 
great bulk of the population there are practically none who 
have any acquaintance with it. -

It is difficult to estimate with any accuracy the progress 
in education, owing to a change in the system of recording the 
census. On former occasions the population was divided into 
literate, learning and illiterate, but in the census of 1901, the 
only distinction made was between the literate and illiterate. 
It is certain that a good many persons who would have been 
entered as "learning " under the old rule have in the last 
census been shewn as illiterate, and it is therefore impossible to 
base any accurate estimate of the advance in education on a com­
parison of the returns. A rough approximation can however be 
arrhed at by taking all persons over L5 years of age who were 
entered . as '' learning" in 1891 as "literate." · Such a 
comparison was _ made in the -census report for 1901. ~he 
results_ ?btained for the district show that in 1891, 19 per 
cent. among males over 15 years of ·age were literate and 
five per ·thousand among females. The corresponding figures 
for 1901 were 20 per cent. among males and 10 per mille among 
females. There ere now in the district· no less than 1,470 
schools of which 1,457 with 53,483 pupils are. public institutions, 
apd 13 with 330 pupils are private institutions. Of the former 

N 
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26 schools,' attended by 1,138 pupils, are under public manage. 
ment, 16 being managed by Government and 10 by the District 
or Municipal' Board; while 1,431 schools, attended by 52,344 
pupils, are under private management, 1,207 being aided and 225 
unaided. 'l'he number of boys at school as compared with the 
number of boys of school-going age, is steadily increasing and 
is now 46,718 out of a. total of 114,711, which represents a 
percentage of 40·7, the district in th~ respect standing tenth 
among the dis~ricts in the Province. The inspecting staff 
consists of one Deputy Inspector of Schools, 3 Additional 
Deputy Inspectors .of Schools, 9 Sub-Inspectors of Schools, 
3 Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Schools and 16 Inspecting 
Pandits. 

The only college in the district is that maintained by the 
Burdwan Raj in the town of Burdwan. This institution, which 
is entirely maintained by the Maharaja, wasfounded in 1817asan 
English Vernacular school. In 1868, by which time it had 
beoome a High school, there were 600 boys on the rolls, and in 
1881 it was finally recognized as a second grade college. The 
number of pupils on the rolls has of late years steadily 

· declined and in 1909 was only 53 ae compared with 203 in 1904. 
The principal causes of the decrease are reported to be the 
establishment of the Wesleyan Mission College at Bankura and 
the recent imposition of tuition fees. Twenty-five . boys were 
sent up for the F. A. examination of 1908, of whom 14 passed, one 
passing in the 1st division and nine in the 2nd. At the 
supplementary F. A. examination of the same year 5 students 
passed, of whom 1 stood first and another seventh in order of 
merit. The returns for 1907-08 shew that the total receipts from 
fees amounted to Rs. 2,287, and from endowments toRs. 7,232, 
the total expenditure being Rs. 9,500 which r!lpresents an average 
of Rs. 144 for each student a year. Attached to the college is a 
collegiate school also maintained by th~ Haj. The number of 
pupils on the roll in 1909 was 258 including 12 :Muhammadans. 
The Raj also maintains a High school at Kalna .. 

The number of secondary schools in the district is 135 includ­
ing one for girls with an attendance of 11,639 boys and 69 girls • 
Of these schools 28 are High schools, of which 17 were aided 
and 11 unaided. There are 3 High schools at Burdwan-tbe 
Eurdwan Municipal School which is supported(by the Municipality 
with a grant-in-aid, the Burdwan Raj Collegiate School, the cost 
of which is entirely borne by the Raj, and the Burdwan Albert 
Victor School, which is the largest in the district, having 
394 boys. · 
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The following statement gives the high schools during the 
year 1909-10 :-

Aided schools. 

1. Burd\\an Municipal. 
2. Bhaila. 
3. Memari. 
4. N asigl'am. 
5. Mankur. 
6. Raina. 
7. Badia. 
8. Bagnapara. 
9. Patuli. 

10. Purbasthali. 
11. Katwa. 
12. Dainhat. 
13. Okersha. 
14. Raniganj. 
15. Asansol Railway. 
16. Sanktoria (Disergarh). 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

Unaided schools. 

Burdwan Raj Collegiate. 
Burdwan Albert Victor. 
Gopalpur. 
Sankari. 
Torkona. 
Chakdighi. 
Kalna Raj. 
Putsuri. 
Mathrun. 
Ukhra. 
Ethora. 
Siarsol. 

Besid€s the High schools there are altogethe~; 85 Middle 
English schools in tbe district, of which 4 are under the direct 
management of the District Board, 61 are aided and 20 unaided. 
Of the 22 .Middle Vernacular schools 4 are under the District 
Board, ancl16 are aided. The number of pupils in the secondary 
schools is rising and in 1909 was 11,700 against 11,200 
in the preceding year. Of this. numb19r 4,200 or 37 per cent. 
belonged to the secondary stage. The total expenditure on the 
6chools amounted toRs. 1,79,000 of which Rs. 22,000 was derived 
from public funds and Rs. 1,56,000 from private sources. Of 
the expenditure, Rs. 44,000 or more than one-fourth was 
in the Primary department, Rs. 2,000 being derived from Govern­
ment, Rs. 3,000 from the District Funds, Rs. 22,000 from 
fees, and Rs. 21,000 from private sources. During the same year 
the total contribution from Provincial revenues for secondary 
education amounted to Rs. 8,000, and the total receipts from 
fees to .Rs. 93,000. The annual ave,rage cost of educating a 
boy in a High school, Middle English school, and a Middlb 
Vernacular school ~as Rs. 20, Rs. 11 and Rs. 12, respectively. 

The number of boys' Primary schools in the district is 1,1:38, PBIM.lll:r 

of which 221 are Upper Primary and 917 Lower Primary =~0U:,A· 
schools. Of these, 8 schools attached to the 8 Guru Training 
£chools are managed by Government and one by the Municipal 

N2 
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Board. The rest are under private management, 972 being 
aided and 157 ~naided. Of the aided schools there are 8 colliery 
pathshala!l in the Asansol subdivision, which in 1908-09 received 
grants from an assignment of Rs. 800 made by Government for 
the education of the miners' children, 4 schools were aided 
from the receipts from Government estates, 28 were aided by 
the various Municipalities, and 721 by the District Hoard. 
The number of pupils attending the schools during the year 
1908-09 was 36,000 of whom 9,000 were in the Upper Primary 
schools. The Gurus in charge of the schools are now paid a 
small subsistence allowance and a further allowance at the end 
of the year, which is only given if their schools satisfactorily 
pass the tests imposed by Government. 'l,he total eJtpenditura 
for 1908-09 on Primary schools was Rs. 88,249, and the average 
annual cost of an Upper Primary school was Rs. 13ii-8 and of 
a Lower Primary school Rs. 63-8. Most of the Primary schools 

.are badly equipped with furniture and teaching appliances, the only 
equipment prescribed by the District Board for an Upper Primary 

' school being a school_house, 3 wall maps (the World, Bengal and 
the District), a black board and a chair or stool. And at least 
·ninety per cent. of the Lower Primary schools possess no school 
house, a _private house or a shed. attached to some temple being 
generally used for that purpose. In 1906-07 Go-rernment placed 
a grant of Rs. 1 ,600 at the disposal of the District ~oard for 
the construction of buildings for the Primary schools, but it was 
found impossible to raise a sufficient amount by local subscription 
and no buildings hllve as yet been erected. 

GIBta' In 1908-09 there were 76 girls' schools in the district of which 
Scnoots. 7 received grants-in-aid from Government, 59 were aided by the 

District Board and 3 by the Municipalities, and 7 were unaided. 
Two _Modei Girls' schools have been opened by G·overnment at 
Puaj and Amadpur, which are now under the control of the 
Education Department, and all the oth~r schools receiving Govern· 
ment aid are under the management of Missi.onaries. Excluding 
boys the total number of pupils under instr~ction in r the girls' 
schools in 1908-09 was 1,998, of whom· 7 belonged ~o M~ddle 
English schools, 71 to Middle Vernacular schools, .. t75_ to 
Upper and 1,754 to Lower Primary schools. The only secondary 
girls' school in the district is the Asansol Mission Girls' Middle 
Vernacular school, which was formerly a Midille English school 
but has recently been reduced. The expenditure on secondary 
and primary schools for girls amounted in the same year t!> 
Rs. 13,000 as compared with Rs. 11,500 in the preceding year. 
Of this sum Rs. 1,800 was contributed by Provincial revenues , 
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and Rs. 1,900 and Rs. 330 by the Dietrich Board and the 
Municipalities, respectively. Fees are cliarged in very few of 
the schools and the receipts from this head only amounted to 
Rs. 142. Female teachers are employed in the schools under 
Missionary management and in that maintained by the Burd wan 
Raj at Burdwan, but generally speaking almost all the girls' 
schools are taught by male teachers who are drawn from some 
boy.:~' school in the locality. Most of the schools send up their 
pupils for the examinations conducted by the Uttarpara Hitakari 
Sabha. · 

There are three schools for Europeans in the district. These EaRoPEAlf 

are the Railway school at Asansol for boys and girls, and the ScHooLs. 
St. Patrick's boarding school for boy.:~ and the Loretto Convent 
school for girls which are maintained at Asausol by the Roman 
Catholic Mission. The Railway school is maintained by the East 
Indian Rail way Company and is aided by Government. The 
other schools are unaided. 

There are two technical schools in the district-the Burdwan TECHNI· 

Technical School at Burdwin, which is managed by the District ~u. 
Board, and the Kharsoli Industrial School, attached to the csoou. 
Wesleyan Mission at Raniganj. The Technical school at Burd .. 
wan was started sixteen years ago. It is at present divided into 
an apprentice department and au artizan class. In the apprentice 
department the course of training corresponds exactly to that 
in the first and second years' apprentice classes of the Sibpur 
Engineering Oollege, and after two years' training fhe pupils are 
f!ent up for the Sub-Overseer's examination of that _College held 
under the Joint Technical Examination Board. In the artizan 
class practical carpentry and blacksmith'd work is taught. No 
fees are charged in this class and the Burdwan Raj provides 
3 scholarships,. each of the value of Rs. 36 a year, tenable for 
two years, for artizans under training. There were 61 pupils 
on the rolls in 1908·09 . and the total expenditure in the same 
yen.r amounted to ".Rs. 4,600, of which Rs. 2,800 was contributed 
by the District Board, Rs. 240 by the Municipality, and Rs. 60 
by the District Board of the 24-Parganas, while the income 
from fees amounted tc. Rs. 1,200. The Kharsoli Industrial school 
is attached .~o the Wesleyan Miss ion at Raniganj and was found-
ed in 1897. Lowe1 primary education and. a training in simple 
carpentry is given to the pupils, who are all boarders in the 
Mission orphanage. 

There are 78 maktabs and Koran schools in the distriot with SP.Bou.L 
2,666 and 265 pupils attending them. Of ·the Koran schools So:a:ooLs. 
the Raigram Madrasa receives Rs. 48 a year out of a special 
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grant of Rs. 400 sanctioned by Government for the encourage­
ment of Muhammadan education in the district, and 62 maktab& 
are aided from public funds, receiving in all Rs. 1,680 from 
the District Board, Rs. 142 from the Municipalities and Rs. 300 
from Provincial revenues. . There are also 13 unaided indi­
genous schools which have not accepted the standards of the 
Education Department, including tols, maktaba, and Koran 
schools with 330 pupils. .. -

There are 43 llight schools, i.e., primary schools attended by 
adult labourers and cultivators in the evening after their day's 
work, which were attended by 836 pupils. ~,or training gurus 
or primary school teac~ers there are 8 training schools with 8 
practising schools attached to them, working on an upper primary 
basis. The number of pupils was 113. Ten hostels for male 
students and one for females are maintained, which are all under 
private management. There are also 8 lower primary schools 
:specially intended for the children of Santals and other abori-
ginals. _ · 

Miscella. There are five public libraries in the district, the Burdwan Raj 
nttous. Public Library, the Kalna Mayo Library, the .Katwa Shyam 

·Lal Library and a public library at Raniganj. Of these the 
Burdwan Raj Library is the largest and most important. It was 
established in 1881 and in 1908-09 was visited by 70,435 persons. 
It is entirely supported by the Maharaja. The Kalna Mayo 
Library is partially supported by the Municipality and those 
at Katwa and Raniganj are maintained entirely by public 
subscriptions. Four newspapers are published iu the district, 
the Burdwan Sanjibani, the Pallibashi, the ·Ratnakar, and the 
Prosun and there are four public printing presses at Burdwan, 
two at Asansol and two at Raniganj. There are printing presses 
also at Katwa and Srikhando in the Katwa subdivision, and at 
Kalna. 
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CHAPTER XV • 
• 

GAZETTEER. 

Agradwip.-A village in the Katwa subdivisionl situated on 
the Bhagirathi. The sacred river at Katwa has for Hindus an 
especial sanctity rivalling in that respect the Ganges at B~nares. 
According to tradition the great Vikramaditya used to transport 
himself from his palace at Ujain in Rajputana d.aily in order to 
bathe in the river. Agradwip is a famous place of pilgrimage 

. and contains a. temple of Gopinath at which some ten thousand 
pilgrims gather every April. . 

AndaL -An important junction on the East Indian Railway, 
situated some ten miles east of Raniganj in the Asansol sub­
division. There is a large railway settlement here and the station 
which is known as Ondal station is the junction for the Ondal 
Loop line which serves the north of the Raniganj coalfield, and 
also for the recently constructed line to Siiri in the Birbhiim 
district. 

Asansol Subdivision.-The north-western subdivision of the 
district lying between 23° 25' and 23° 53' N. and 86° 48' and 
87° 32' E. with' an area of 618 square miles. A hundred years 
ago the whole of this tract was a wilderness of forest and jungle, 
dotted at long intervals with tiny clearings and settlements. 
For centuries it had been a sort of debateable land between the 
Jharkhand, or great western forest, ~inhabited by the aboriginal 
tribes whom the Hindus classed indiscriminately as Chuars, and 
the settled country to the east; and even at the end of the 
eighteenth century it was the haunt and refuge of bands of 
broken and outlawed men who, taking advantage of the unsettled 
state of the land, ravaged and plundered the country-side. The . 
tract contains the famous Raniganj coal-field •. It is now one of 
the busiest centres of industry in the Indian continent and 
its coal and iron ~elds Jare filled with a throng of busy and 
prosperous miners and artisans. It is bounded on the north 
by the Santa! Parganas and the Ajay which separates it from 
Birbhiim, on the east by the Burdwan supdivision, and on 
the south and west by the .Damodar and Barakar rivers which 
leparate it from Bankura and Manbhiim. 
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Untill906 in whigh year the subrlivisional head-quarters were 
transferred to -Asansol, the subdivision was known as the Raniganj 
subdivision. The north-western part consists of a. rocky undula­
ting country, which merges in the south and south-east in the 
alluvial plain stretching along the Damoda.r. Its population was 
_370,988 in 1901, compared with 310,273 in 1891. It contains 2 
towns: Asansol, its head-quarters and a great railway centre 
(population 14,906), and Raniganj, its fot·mer head-quarters -
(15,841) and 81l viiJages. The subdivision is now the most 
progre~sive part of the district, but the density of population, 600 
persons to the square mile, is still slightly less than that of the 
Katwa. subdivision. It differs from tho rest of the district, which 
is entirely agricultural in character; the alluvial soil here changes 
to laterite, and rich coal and iron fields have of recent years 
caused a continuous increase in the number and prosperity of its 
inhabitants. The subdivision contains numerous collieries and also 
the Bengal Iron and Steel Works a.t Kendwa near Barakar, the 
potteries of Messrs. Burn and Co., and the Bengal Paper Mills at 
Raniganj, and Messrs. Burn and Co.'s Lime and Brick Works at 
Andal and Durgapur. 

Asansol.-·Hea.d-quarters town of the subdivision of the same 
name, situated on the East Indian Railway, 132 miles from Calcutta, 
in 23° 41' N. and 86° 59' E. Population (1901) 14,906. The 
head-quarters of the subdivision have recently been transferred 
from Raniganj to Asansol, which is situated in the centre of the 
coal-field and is now one of the most important railway centres 
in Bengal.· In 1881 the town was a. rural tract. In 1891 its 
population was returned at 11,000, and in 1901 at 14,906. There 
is a large European community connected with the railway 
and the hazar is growing rapi.dly. The town is situated in the 

· middle of the Ranlganj coal-field, and since coal of a. better 
quality is obtainable here than further east it has practically 
taken , the place of Raniganj as the centre of the coal industry. 
There is a junction here with the Benga.l-Nagpur Railway and 
the railway station and workshops have recently bean much 
enlarged and improved; the locomotive shops are said to be the 
largest in the world. Asansol was constituted a. Municipality in 
1896 and the Municipal Board consists of 9 Commissioners • 
the area within municipal limits is 3·73 square m;• s. 
The Grand Trunk Road runs right through •the town, whic lies 
on either side of it for a distance of some two miles. The sub- / 
divisional offices and the civil courts are situated on the south 
of ,the road on high ground beyond the Bengal-Nagpur line, 
some two miles west of the town. 'fhe East Indian Railwaj" 
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Volunteers have their head-quarters at A;sansol, and in 1901 . 
head-quarters. were constructed here for the newly raised "B" · 
troop of the Chota Nagpur MoWlted Rifles. A Roman Catholic 
Mission in the town maintains a church, convent, and schools, 
and a Methodist Episcopal Mission supports a. leper asylum, 
·orphanage, and girls' school. The town contains the usual public 
office!'. '£here are also several emigration depots where coolies 
who have been recruited from other dist.riots halt before they 
are despatched to the tea-gardens in Assam. The town contains 
a. very large rail way settlement and a handsome Institute and 
extensive recreation grounds have been provided for the employes. 

Ausgram.-A village in the Burdwan subdivision situated 
some five miles north-west of Guskhara Railway Station. It 
contains a charitable dispemary, which is maintained by the 
District Board, a police· station, a middle class English school 
and a branch post-office. The1·e is also a Sanskrit tol in the 
village. On the road to Ausgram there is an old fort called 

Panchaganga '\\'hich is intersected by the metalled road from 
Guskhara to A us gram. The population· of Ausgram aocording 
to the census of 1901 is 1725. 

Bagnapara -A village in the Kalna subdivision containing 
a Siva lingam temple known as Gopeswar. 'lhe place is 
identified with Chaitanya and his followers, the V aishnabs, .visit 
this temple in considerable numbers on the occasion of the Shiha­
ratri festival. 

Banpas~-A village in the head-quarters subdivision with a 
population, according to the census of 1901, of 1,425 persons. 
The village is noted for its manufacture of brass and bellmeta.l 
ware, and gives its name to a railway station on the loop line 
of the East Indian Rail way, though situated at some distance.. 
from the line. 

Barakar.--A village in the Raniganj :subdivision of. the 
dir:.trict, situated on the left bank of the Barakar river in 23° 4.5' 
N. and 86° 49' E., about 143 miles from Calcutta. The 
population of Barakar proper in 1901, was 385 but the name is 
ordinarily understood to include tLe villages o£ Begunia, Ladna, 
Manberia and several small collieries with a total population · 
of nearly 5,000. Kendwa, some two miles from Barakar, is the 
site of the Ben~al !ron and Steel W.orks, which employ nearly 
3,000 hands dally and had a total output in 1903 of 48,900 
tons valued at 27 l.akhs. The works were originally managed by 
Government but m 1889 were handed over ·to Messrs. Martin 
and Co., Caloutta. A full acoo1mt of them will be found in 
Chapter VIII. The opening of the grand chord line of the East 
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Indian Railway has placed Barakar on the main line, and it is 
at present one of the busiest industrial places in Bengal. The 
roads are thick with coal dust, and the country round is studded 
with collieries and factories, and covered with a network of 
railway sidings. Two fine bridges carrying the Grand Trunk 
Road and the new railway line span the Barakar river, and the 
town is thus in direct communication with the Jherria coal-field. 
'fhere is an old dak bungalow on the Grand ·rrunk Road at 
the approach to the bridge over the Barakar river, which was 
formerly an important halting-place. The town also contains 
some very fine old stone temples. The following description of 
these is condensed from that given in the Archmological 
Survey Reports, Volume VIII (1878) :-There are four temples 
whose towers are in entire preservation. Ol these two consist of 
a simple cell each, surmounted by a tower roof, but there are 
traces of a mandapa in front, of which all but the foundations 
have disappeared. Apparently the temple consisted of a cell 
with its doorway : an antarala, formed in the thickness of the 
back walls of the mohamandapa : and a mahamandopa about 
thirteen and a half feet square. The towers are richly indented. 
There is an inscription at the doorway of one of the temples. 
It is in two distinct pieces both of which are in a variety of the 
Bengali character. From the style of the characters the temples 
do not appear to date- beyond the Muhammadan conquest, or 
at ·the utmost to just before. The inscriptions are not dated. 
One of them mentions the erection of the temple by one 
Harishchandra for his beloved : but who Harishchandra was 
or when he built the temple is not mentioned. The temples 
are particularly interesting as being the finest existing examples 
of their type. They face east. In the cell of the inscribed one 
is a Gane9a on a pedestal in front of which is an oblong argha 
with three litigam holes cut into it. A peouliarity of these 
temples, and not of these alone but of the entire series of 
temples of this type to be found in Manbhiim, is the- sunk 
position of the floor of the sanctum. Temple No. 3 
stands by itself. Its features are much like those of the 
temples already P,escribed but unlike them it; faces west. 
The object of- worship inside is the figure of a fish lying flat, 
serving as an argha to five lingam holes cut in it. This sculp­
ture is especially interesting b.s proving that the fish is essentially 
a representation of the. female powers of nature, a character 
which it bears in the mythology of other nations, but which 
appears to have been overlooked or forgotten in Indian mythology, 
where it, and a similar symbol, the tortoise, are dissociated 
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from the litJgam. Olose to this temple and facing it stands 
temple No. 4. It is now partially enclosed within a courtyard: 
but the walls of this enclosure are evidently later additions, as they 
cover up the mouldings of the temple outside on the sides. 
Divested of this wall the temple consists of a cell and an antarala 
or vel!ltibule. It does not appear to have ever had a makamandapa 
in front. 1'he object of worship is a lingam placed in a great 
argka 4 feet 7 inches in diameter. Externally the tower 
differs considarably from those of the other temples, and though 
in bad order, surpasses them in beauty and richness, though the 
sculptured details are not so profuse or minute. The temples are 
surmounted by urns and not, alii usual, by cylinders or spires, or 
cones. Four miles north of Barakar under the Hadla hill there is a 
beautiful stone shrine to Kalyaneswari, the Lady of . Fulfilment, 
a place of pilgrimageJ for barren women, which is said to be 
400 or 500 yeara old. According to tradition the shrine and 
the group of temples attached were erected by an ancestor of 
the Panchet Raja, who is said to have married the daughter of 
a Raja Lau Sen of Senpahari. The story is that a Rohini 
Deoghar Brahman one~ saw a jewelled arm rise out of the waters 
in the adjacent nala. He went and informed Raja. Kalyana 
Sinha of Kasipur of Panchet who came himself and saw the 
prodigy. At night the goddess herself appeared to him in a 
dream and pointing to an irregular stone, somewhat like a rude 
argha, said, "This is my murti; worship it." The Raja built 
the temple and the stone having been duly inscribed was 
installed in it. 

Barul.-A. village in the Asansol subdivision situated in 23° 44' 
N. and 87° 7' E. The population according to the census of 1901 
was 532. Barul is situated in the middle of the iron ore tract 
and has given its name to the surrounding iron ore :field. About 
1,700 persons are daily employed in iron mining and practically 
all the mineral iron is despatched to. the Iron and Steel Works 
at Barakar, where pig iron, pipes, and various kinds of castings 
are turned out. The ore is found in the alluvial deposits and 
soil at a number of places, as masses of hematite and magnetite 
at Kalimati in Singhbhum, and in the iron stone shales of the 
Raniganj coal-:field. The Raniganj ore is in the form of car• 
bonate at depths, but it readily weathers and at the surface 
coDsists of hematite • and limonite. · 

Budbud.-A village situated on the Gra~d Trunk Road, some 
22 miles from :Burdwan, in 23° 24' N. and 87° 34' E •. It was 
formerly the head-quarters of a subdivisidn a~d the station of a 
MuDsifi, In 1879, however, when the present district~ of Burdwin 
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·and Biinkura were constituted, the head-quarters ofthe sabdimion 
was removed to Bishuupar iu· the latter district. Two of the 
three thanas of the old Budbud subdivision, Budbud and 
Ausgram, were included in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
Burdwan district, while the third, thana Soniimukhi, was trans­
ferred to Bankura. The Munsifi was abolished shortly after­
wards, and in 1898 the police-station was removed to Galsi. 
Budbud is now a place of little importance. According to the 
CE!nsus of 1901 the population is 938. 

Burdwin Subdivision.-Head-quarters subdivision of the 
district, lying between 22° o6' and 23° 37' N. and 87° 26' and 
88° 14' E. and extending over 1,268 square miles. The subdivision 
is bounded on the north by the Kiitws and Kalna subdivisions, on 
the east by Booghly, on the south by Hooghly and ]3ankura and 
on the west by the Asansol subdivision. It contains the thanas 
of Burdw£m, Sahebganj, Khandaghosh, Haina, Satgachia, Galsi, 
Ausgram and Jamalpur and the out.post of Memari. The 
subdivision for the most part consists of a flat alluvial plain, 
covered with rice crops, which is a part of the delta formed by 
the Ajay, the Bhagirathi and the Damodar. In thana Ausgriim, 
however, the soil becomes laterite, and a tract o£ about 1.00 
square miles in this thana is covered with £orest of bustard sal. 
The principal rivers are the Damodar, which separates the ,thanas 
of Khandaghosh and Raina from the northern portion of the 
subdivision ; the Banka and the Khari, which are tributaries of the 
Bhagirathi. The Eden canal also runs through the subdivision. 
Its popitlation in 1901 was 679,412 as compared with 6ll:l,868 in 
1891. It contains one town, Burdwan, the head-quarters of the 
district and 1,688 villages. It is less densely populated than 
the rest of the district supporting only 5313 persons to the square 
mile. Brass and bellmetal ware and cutlery are manufactured 
at Banpas and Ksncnannagar, and silk dhotiB and ltJria at 
:Memari ; a large annual fair is held at Kanchannagar a suburb 
of Burdwan town. A considerable tasar silk industry is oarried 
on at Mankur, which is also an important trade centre. 

Burdwin.-Principal town and administrative head·quarters 
of the district situated in 23° 14' N. and 87° 51' E. on the Binka 
river and the main line of the East Indian Railway. The popula­
tion according to the census of 1901 is 35,0.22 (excluding 3,6*19 
persons returned as living within railway li~its) of whom 25,453 
are Hindus, 9,441 Yuhamadans Bll.d 128 others. The town 
·really consists of 93 vijlages stretching over an area of nine 
miles, and the greater part of it is rural in character. In 1814 
.. the. popul~.~otion was estimated at 53,927 and for a-long time thl 
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town was regarded by the residents of Calcutta as a. sanatorium. 
From 1863 onwards however it suffered very severely from the. 
Burdwan fever and, though the more virulent type of the 
disease has now completely disappeared, the town is still very 
unhealthy at certain seasons of the year. Since the construction 
of the water-works, however-' the health of the town has much 
improved. It was the head-quarters of the Commissioner of 
the Burdwiin Division from 1864 to 1871 and again from 
1884 to 1896. The Commissioner's head-quarters are now at 
Chinsura in Hooghly. 

The town has been indentified by M.. de St. .Martin with the 
Parthalis or Portalis which, according to the Greek geographers, 
was the royal city of the Gangardm or Gangarides. According to 
Oolonel Wad dell one of its suburbs was the c~~opital of the old 
Kingdom of Ka.rna Suvarn~ which lay to the west of the .Bhigi­
rathi and under the Gupta Kings in the seventh century comprised 
the present districts of Burdwan, Bankura, Murshidabad, and 
Hooghly. Mr. Beveridge, however, places the capital of Karna 
S~varna at Rangamati in Murshidabad, and this is probably the 
more oorrect view. Burdwan city is first mentioned in 
Muhammadan histories in 1574, in which year, after Daud 
Khan's defeat and death at Rajmahal, it was captured by 
Akbar's troops. Subsequently it is mentioned as the country 
residence of Sher Afgan, the first husband of the famous 
Mihr-ul-nissa, afterwards the Empress Nur-Jahan (''light of the 
world "), who was treacherously attacked and slain just outside 
the town by the Emperor's foster brother Kutb-ud..din, who was 
then Subihdar of Bengal Jehangir subsequently married 
Mihr-ul-nissa and there is little reason to doubt that her first 
husband was murdered by his orders. Kutb-ud-din himself 
was killed in the encounter, the scene of which is still pointed 
out near the railway station, and his grave ·and that of Sher 
Afgan are still to be seen in the town. 

Burd wan was again besieged and taken by prince Khurram,. 
afterwards the Emperor Shah Jahan, in 1624 and by the rebels 
Subha Singh and Rahim Khan in 16Ua. Subha Singh was 
kiHei by a daughter of the Raja of Burdwan whom he attempted 
to outrage, and Rahim Khan was eventunlly defeated and slain. 
just outside the town by Azim-u-Shan the Emperor's grandson •. 
After his defeat of tbe rebels Asim·u-Shan continued to reside in 
the town. for some three yean, during whioh time he built th& 
great mosque which still bears his name. 

There are several ancient tombs in the town, the most interest­
i~g being those Qf Pir Bahram SMh, K.hoja. 4~w•~ Sh~h, She:r 
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Afgan and K utb-nd-din. Of the two last an account has already 
been given. The following reference to Pir Bahram occurs in 
the memorari.dum book of Khusgo :-." Hnjrat Haji Bahram 
Sekka was a native of Turkestan.· He belonged to the Bayet 

·sect of Musulmans." lie is also noticed in the memorandum 
book of Nudrat: "During the reign of Empt'ror Akbar, Bahram 
Sekka came to Delhi and was, for his piety, taken into the good 
graces of the Emperor, who placed implicit confidence in him, but 
owing to the machinations of Abdul Fazl and Faizi who held 
imporh.nt posts in the court of Akbar and who had grown 
jealous of him, Bahram Sekka left Delhi in disgust and came to 
Burdwan. He however died here within three days of his 
arrival. It is also stated that when Bahram Sekka arrived 
at Burdwan he heard of a famous hermit named Jaipal and 
made his acquaintance. The latter, however, very much 
impressed with the miracles performed by this Muham .. 
madan saint, became his disciple. The garden where the 
grave of Bahram Sekka lies formerly belonged to J·aipal, who 
having made over all his beJongings to Bahram Sekka, fixed his 
residence in the corner of the garden. WheD; the news of 

· .. the death of Bahram Sekka reached Akbar, he, through the 
~Nawab Nazim of Bengal, allotted the revenues of certain villages 
to the perpetuation of his memory. The tank and garden were 
repaired and an allowance 6£ t~o rupees a day was_ made for 
daily charity." The lands assigned have been resumed, and 
Government has granted a monthly_ allowance of Rs. 42-2-3 
to replace t.he income from them. It is further related that 
.Bahram Sekka was a Haji of Mecca and Medina and he 
afterwards became a water-carrier in the streets of Mecca and 
Najaf. It was his duty to offer water to every thirsty wayfarer 
and this act was considered highly virtuous. Bahram Sekka wrote 
in his works: " Shaikh Sadi wa~ a water-carrier for forty years." 
The translation of tho Persian inscription en the tomb !s 
as follows:-" 'Vhen I wished to know the date of his death, 
methinks I heard a voice from the seat of God saying ' My 
Eahram Sekka was a wonderful fakir.'" Died 970 Hijri. 
Khoja Anwar Shah felt in battle near the town and his tomb 
was built by the Emperor Ferokh Shah in consideration of 

- his services. The date on the· tomb is 1127 Hijri. 
About 2 miles from the town, at Naw~b Hat, is a group 

of 108 Siva ling am temples which stand in a rectangle planted 
with trees and containing some well-kept tanks; these temples 
were built and consecrated in October 1788 by the Maharani 
Adhiswari Bishtu Kumari Bibi, wife of Tilak Chandra and moth~r 
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of Tej Chandra. This series of temples is exactly similar to that 
at Kalna, of which a full description is given in the article on 
that town. Near the temples, and probably intended to guard them 
is the spacious fort of Talitgarh which formed the refuge of the 
Burdwan family and its retainers during,the Maratha invasions of 
the 18th century. The fort stands in an open plain. It is almost 
circular in form and is a space of over half a square mile in extent, 
defended by a lofty earthwork rampart, with bastions at regular 
intervals, and encircled by a wide and deep moat. There are still 
traces of masonry at the northern gateway, and in the citadel 
and some of the bastions. The interior forms the cultivated 
lands of a village which has grown up within it and in the main 
street of which a twenty-four pounder ·gun was visible in 1888, 
half buried in the soil. The fort was constructed by the Rajas 
of Burdwan expressly as a place of refuge against the periodical 
incursions of the Marathas, and though never completely armed 
must, when defended by a numerous body of men~ have been 

. impregnable against the attacks of horsemen unprovided with 
artillery. ~he eannon, mostly twenty-four pounders, with which 
it was mounted, were very numerous and are now kept at 
Burdwan. There is a similar fort at Kulingram, about six miles 
south of the Memari railway station. 

Within the town itself the principal places of interest are 
the palaces and gardens of the Maharaja, which are in the,oentre 
of the town. The Dilkusha, which is surrounded ty spacious 
and well-kept. grounds, is situated some two miles west of the 
railway station : here there is a small zoological gar~en maintained 
by the Maharaja, which 1s well worth a visit. There are also 
some fine old tanks among which may be noticed the Krishna­
eagar tank constructed by Krishna Ram Rai, and the Ranisagar 
tank excavated by Rani Brojo Kishori in 1709 A. D. According 
to tradition KrishnA. Ram Rai was assassinated while bathing 
in the tank which bears his name. The only modern monument 
of any importance is the Star of India arch erected by the 
present Maharaja at the entrance to the town, to commemorate 
Lord Curzon's visit. Cutlery is manufactured at the suburb 
of Kanchannagar and there are two oil mills in the town ; a 
large annual fair is also held at Kanchannagar. Burdwan was 
constituted a Municipality in .1865 and the Municipal Board 
consists of 22 Commissioners, o~ whom 15 are elected. The 
area within. municipal limits is 8·4 square miles. Water-works, 
constructed at a cost of Rs. 2 lakhs, were opened· in 1884, 
the Maharaja of Burdwan contributing hal£ a lakh, and the 
remainder being borrowed from. or contributed by Governme:nt; • 
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·the health of the town has since greatly · improved. The. 
town possesses the usual public offices. The· district jail has 
accommodation for 256 prisoners, the chief industries being 
surki ·pounding and the manufacture of oil and nercdr; carpets 
are also made and indigo dyeing is carried on on a small scale. 
The mo~t important educational institutions.are the Burdwan 
Raj College, maintained by the Raj, and a technical school 
affiliated to the Sibpur Engineering College, maintained by the 
District Board, with a contribution from the Municipality. The 
Church Missionary Society early fixed on Burdwan as a centre from 
which to carry on its work and in the early half of the last 
century had established a prosperous and well-managed mission 
under the Rev. J.J. Weitbrecht. The fever epidmia.of 1864-72, 
however, compelled the society to transfer most of its institutions 
elsewhere, and. the mission is now a purely evangelistic one. 

Culna.-See Kalna. 
Outwa.-See Katwa. 

Cha.kdighi.-A village in the head-quarters subdivision, some 
thirteen miles south of Memari station. It is the reEidence of one 
of the leading zamindars of the district. The village contains 
a free High English school which was established in 1863 by 
the trustees of the will of the late Babu Sarada Prasad Singh 
Rai and a charitable dispensary. 

Churulia..-A village in the Asansol subdivision lying round 
a ruined stone fort on the Ajay in pargana Shergarh. The 
village is occupied by Muhammadan aimmadars who have built 
their houses and mosques from the stones of the fort. They have 
no tradition of how they came there. The fQrt is said to h3ve 
been built by one Raja Narottam and is known ·as Raja 
Narottam's fort, but nothing is known of this Raja and no 
one can even say t<,> what caste he belonged. It is possible that 
the fort ruay originally have belonged to the Panchet Rajas as 
Mr. Oldham has suggested. 

Da.inhat.-A town in the Katwa subdivision, situated on the 
right bank of .the Bhagirathi in 23° 36' N. and 88° 1l'E . 

. According to the census of 1901 the population is 5,618. Brass 
and bellmetal 1work is manufactured in the town, and weaving 
is carried on ; there is also some trade in salt, jutP, grain, English 
cloth, cotton and tobacco. The town, which lies between Katwa 
o.nd Kalna, was formerly considered one of. the principal ports 
of the district. But the river is gradually receding from it 
and its prosperit:y ·has long bet'n declining. It is now of little 
commercial importance. The remains of the Rajas of Burdwan 
from Ab11 Rai7 the founder of the house, to Jagat Ram Rai, are 

t 
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preserved here. Dainhat was constituted a Municipality in 1869, 
The area. within municipal limits is 4 square miles. 

Dignagar.-A village in the Burdwan subdivision of the 
district, situated in 23° 26' N. and 87° 42'. E. Population 
(1901) 2,717. It is a local market for grain and sugar and is 
noted for its brass and bell-metal ware. Shellac and lao-dye 
are manufactured here. The village is described by J aoqueni.ont 
as a place of some importance. ' 

Faridpur.-A village situated on the Grand Trunk Road 
near Oyaria station. It is the head-quarters of a police thana. 
It is important from a police point of view as it is situated in the 
centre of the jungle area which lies to the north of the Grand 
Trunk Road. · 

Gopbhiim.-A large pargana lying on the eastern slopes 
of the Asansol watershed. This was the name given to the 
tract of wooded. upland forming the cape or . headland of 
the promontory from Central India which juts out into the 
district. The neck . of this promontory is Shergarh, lying 
between the Ajay and Damodar. Between it and Gopbhiim in 
the same formation are the recently formed parganas of Salimpur 
and Senpahari, which probably belonged to Gopbhiim. The 
actual headland is formed by Gopbhiim with the delta, not only 
fencing it in on the west but coming round it on the south 
and edging in on the north. Gopbhiim, which is still covered 
for the greater part of its surface with sal forest, was by 
universally current tradition the seat of a Sadgop dynasty 9f 
which some traces are still extant. The only Raja of the race 
whose name survives was Mahendranath or, as he is locally 
called, Mahindi Raja. The ruins of his fort at Amrargarh 
near Mankur, and of other forts at Bharatpur and Kaksa., which 
apparently belonged to cadets of the house, are still visible. The 
remains at Amrargarh do not appear to be very ancient, and 
the Sadgop kingdom of Gopbhiim apparently existed till almost 
modern times, first as subject to the Mughals and then· under 
the shadow of the Jlurdwan house itself. But by 1744 Raja. 
Chitra Sen of Burdwan had occupied Gopbhiim and had con· 
structed his forts at Rajgarh at Kaksa and near Gorangapur.• ' 

Gorangapur.-A village in the Asansol subdivision situated 
on the Aj ay in pargana Senpa.hari. The name is derived from 
one of the names ol Chait~nya, the great Vaishnavite reformer­
Goranga or Gouranga the fair limbed. The village con"aina a 
beautifully built brick temple, a landmark 'for miTes far and 
wide, still . in fine preservation though deserted,· and evidently 

·- • Oldham, Some Historical alld E~hnical Aspect1 of the Burdwin DiJtrict. 

0 
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more than a hundred and fifty years old. The building is 
known as th~ temple of Ichbay Ghose, and tradition says that 
Ichhay Ghose was a devout person who constructed the- temple 
in honour of the goddess Bbagabati. He is said to ltave been 
killed in battle by a Raja called Lau Sen who, according to 
tradition, was a descendant of Ballal Sen, the king of Bengal. 
It is very probable however that this supposed Lau Sen is no 
other than the Burdwan Raja Chitra Sen Rai, who conquered . 
Gopbhiim in the middle of the 18th century. Close to 'Goranga.pur 
on a small tableland overlooking the Ajay, which is clothed with 
dense forest, on the very confines of Birbhiim and Panchet · 
(Shergarh), stands the fort constructed by Chitra. Sen Rai to 
overawe Gopbhum and Senpa.hari, -in which his cannon with his 
name in Persian characters deeply engraved on them lie to this 
day. Another account makes Ichhay Ghose the architect or 
artificer of the temple. 

Guskhara.-A large village in the bead-quarters subdivision 
.situated on the Loop line of the East India~ Railway. Since the 
opening of the railway station the vill~ge has grown largely and 

. it is now a rice mart of considerable importance. It contains a 
sub-registry office, a sub post-office, a Sanskrit tol and a District 
Beard bungalow. Guskhara is now an important distributing 
centre and cultivators come from a distance of fifteen or sixteen 
miles t'o it to sell their rice and paddy. - A hat is held twice ·a 
week on Tuesday and Fridays.· The population in 1901 was 
2,172. 

J"amalpur.-A village situated some eleven miles south of 
Memari railway station on the east bank <1f the Damodar river. 
The village is. an. important trading centre and contains a sub­
registry office, a police station, a sub-post office, a lower primary 
school and a Public Works Department inspection bungalow. 
The Damodar here is connected with the Eden canal by a 
sluice from Halara to Jamalpur. Population (1901), 795. 

Kaksa.-A village and poli~e station in the Asansol subdivision; 
situated about half a mile north of Panagar railway station 
on the main line of the East Indian Railway in 23° 27' N. and 
87° 30' E. According to the census of 1901. the population 
amounts to 2,244. Kaksa is histqrioally interesting on _account 
of its conneqtion with the Sadgop dynasty which, according to 
universally current· tradition, formerly rulea in Gopbhiim and 
Senpabari. The south-western extremity of this kingdom. now 
pargana Salimpur, was apparently held by two Sadgop kinglings, 
probably mere cadets of the house of Gopbhiim-one stationed ·at 
Bharatpur on the pamodar, and the other tLt Kankeswar 01 
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Kaksa. The fort at Kaksa was stormed and the Raja was· slain 
by a Muhammadan leader :from ·Bokhan named Sayad Sayad 
Bokhari, whose descendant Sayads, hold the Kaksa lands in oimma 
to this day. The date of the occurrence is very uncertain for 
while it is possible that Sayad Bokhari may have been a 
leader during the earliest invasion into Bengal, it is equally 
probable that he was a soldier of fortune in later times. A 
similar fate probably overtook the Bharatpur chief. The remains 
of the tiny fort at Kaksa can sti11 be seen and in the small tank 
below it figures of Hindu deities carved in basalt are still occasion .. 
ally found. In addition much stonework of Hindu work­
manship may be traced in the ruins of the mosque 
which is known as the Raja's mosque close to the, fort, 
Bharatpur overlooks the Damodar some four miles south of 
Kaksa and is only interesting as being traditionally identified 
with the princes of the Sadgop dynasty. Four miles north of 
Kaksa lies the fort of Rajgarh, which was constructed by 
Chitra Sen Rai of Burdwan to overawe his conquest of Gopbhiim. 
Local tradition now connects this stronghold and that at 
Churulia on the Ajay with the Maratha. invasions of the 18th 
century, but this is contradicted by history and by the probabilities 
of the case. They lie in the path which the wild jungle tribes 
of the west, the Chuars of the Jharkhand, followed in their 
descents on the settled country of Bengal, and within the forest 
tract which possessed no attraction for the Maratha freebooters.~ 
'l.'hey are not provided with moats as a defence against horse~ en 
and would have been easily assailable by well equipped troops, 
although they presented serious obstacles to na:ked hillmen 
armed only with bows and an·ows. Moreover, t~e ghatwali posts' 
attached to them show that they were permanent stations for 
defence and not mere places of · refuge. The country round 
Chirulia is now open though bare, but the fort stands on a· rooky 
promontory in such dense forest that it is difficult to .make out 
its shape. A temple to Syamarupa is still maintained in- the 
citadel and near it lie seven dismounted five-pounder cannon of ... 
English manufacture, all of which have been carefully spiked • 

. The Rajgarh fort is a handsome ruin forining a rectangular 
fortification without a moat, standing just clear of the forest 
and 'surrounded bl a rampart, which on the west side- is still 
about 40 feet high, with bastions at the corners and along the 
faces. :Much of the masonry of the southern and northern 
gateways, and also of an interior residence, still remains. Out• 
side the southern gate are the remains of art outwork or barbican, 

• with polygonal toyvers -aLtha corners built of-small-excellently 
0 ~ 
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moulded bricks. It commanded both the highway along the 
Ajay and the_ road from Suri or Nagar t~ia Ilambazar to 
Bishnupur. 

Xalna. Subdivision.-The south-eastern subdivision of the 
district lying· between 23° 7' and 23° 36' N. and 88° 0' and 88° 
25'E., with an area of 399 square miles. The subdivision is bounded 
on. the. north by the Kat wa subdivision, on the east by the 
Bhagirathi, and on the south and west by Hooghly and the Burd­
wan subdivision. The principal rivers are the Bhagirathi, ·which . 
separates it from Nadia, the Banka, and the Kha.ri which joins the 
Bhagirathi a little above Kalna. The subdivision like the adjoin­
ing subdivision of Katwa, is flat and alluvial imd the eastern portion 
along the bank of the Bhagirathi is waterlogged and swampy, 
that river in its progress eastwards having left long loops of 
disused channels· along its banksa The subdivision for many 
years suffered very severely from the Burdwan fever and is 
.still very unhealthy. It contains the thanas of Kalna, Mantes­
war, and Purbasthali. Its population in 190 l was 233,269, 
the density being 585 persons to the square mile. It contains 
one town, Kalna, its head-quarters,. with a population of 8,121 
and 698 villages. Nadanghat in the interior has a large trade 
in rice and is one of the principal agricultural marts of the 
district. 

Ka.Ina.:-Head-quarters town of the subdivision of. the same 
name, situated on the right bank of the Bhagirathi in 23° 13' N. 
and 85° 22'E. The area of the town. is two square miles and it 
lies on a long narrow strip of high land overlooking the river. 
~ccording to the census of 1901 it has a population of 8,121 
persons. Kalna was a place of great importance :in Muhamma-

. dan times and the ruins of the old fort constructed to command 
the river can still be seen. It was formerly one of the principal 
ports of the district in the days when the river was the main 
channel for trade, but the river has silted up considerably, the 
East ·Indian and other Railways have diverted the traffic, and 
the prosperity of the town has long been declining. For several 
years also it was the focus of the terrible Burdwan fever, which 
ravaged the district between 1862 and 187 4, and even after the 
disappearance of the disease was for many years extremely 
unhealthy. The town is falli~g into decay and many of the 
brick-built houses in the hazar are now in l·uins. Kalna was 
formerly a favoured seat of the Bul'dwan house and most of 
the places of interest in the town are closely connected with 
that family. The Maharaja still keeps up a palace here and 
near it are a series of 109 Siva lingam temples similar to thoee 
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at Nawab Hat in Burdwan. ·The -temples at Kalna were 
constructed and consecrated by Maharaja Tej Chandra Bahadur 
in 1809. The temples, which are all dedicated to Siva, are 
arranged in concentric circles, the ouier circle consisting of 66 
temples containing black and white ling.ams alternately~ whil9 
the inner circle has 42 temples containing white lingams only. 
The temples touch one another except where spaces are left for 
entrance into the centre. Each · temple is a circular -domed 
cell with the lingam in the centre. The worship of an hundred 
and eight phallic emblems of Siva is mentioned in the Tantras 
as productive of great religious merit. It is said to have special 
efficacy in averting certain dangers. such as social degradation, 
loss of caste, extinction of one's race, or fatal disease. The 
number 108 has a great significance. The temples represent 
the beads in a rosary, and these symbolize the letters in the 
Sanskrit alphabet. The fifty letters counted from beginning 
to end and again the other way give us the figure 100., To 
this is added "8" as representing the groups (a, ka, cha, ta, 
tha, pa, ya, ~a) into which the.. letters are arranged. There 
is yet one more bead called the meru or pole which serves 
to separate the two terminal beads and which, by its peculiu 
shape, apprises the votary that the full tale of the beads has been -
told off. Accordingly there is an 109th temple standing outside 
the temple grounds, typifying the mBru or the polar bead~ It 
may be interesting to note that. the word" akska ", which is a 
Sanskrit synonym of rosary, is a compound of the two letters 
''a " and "ksha" (respectively the first letter and the meru). 

·Among the other temples in the grounds of tlie palace are a very 
fine one of carved brickwork dedicated to Siva, two temples dedi­
cated to Krishna, and several smaller ones erected and consecrated 
by the maidservants of the Raj. The Samaj Bari which contains ' 
tombs of all the Maharajas and Maharanis of Burdwan is also 
attached to the palace. There is a separate. building for each 
Maharaja or Maharani, in which is kept the bones remain­
ing from the funeral pyre, together with all the personal 
belongings of the deceas-ed.. But the remains of the late 
Maharaja and Maharani are kept in the palace building­
which the Maharaja· used ·to occupy during his lifetime. The 
cooking and, eating vessels.· of the Maharani, used by her 
in her lifetime, ·-with her umbrella, fans, scent-holders, etc., 
are pla.oed round her remains. The . ·remains of the· late 
Maharaja Mahtalv Chand are dressed· in the . clothes which 
he used during his life, which are changed three times a 

• day. Tb.ey are regarded as if the .Maharaja was living· himself 
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and are pJac~d· on a velvet state cushion with silver salver, tum­
blers, hookahs, and alar holders, just as the late Maharaja. used to 
sit with all the paraphernalia of state about him. They are 
surrounded by his utensils, chowries, walking stick and all the 
articles daily used by him. in life ; in another room is shown his 
office table with the inkstand, pens, wast(J paper basket, etc., 
used by him ; and in another the bed which he used. The 
meals which they used to take in life are offered to the remains 
daily and are then distributed to the poor. In front is a shed 
where shows and dances are given for their entertainment. 
The bones of the Maharajas before Kirti Chand, from the founder 
of the family, Abu Rai, are similarly kept at Dainbat. The only 
other historical remains of interest in the town are the tombs of 
Majlis Saheb and Badr Saheb, who are regarded as the patron 
saints of Kalna. Mujlis Saheb and Badr Saheb, according to 
tradition, were brothers who came to Kalna some 400 years ago 

. to .spread the creed of Islam. They have taken their place as 
· · "pirs" in the public faith and their tombs, which are still shown, 

are-worshipped by Hindu and Muhammadan alike. The most 
common o:flerings are small clay horses, though fruits, sweets 

·and flowers are often presented at the shrines. It is said that 
between the two tombs which are almost a mile apart on the river 
bank a man is safe from any accident and even crocodiles will 
nof attack him. Kalna is also intimately connected . with the 
great religious reformer Chaitanya. It was often visited by him 

. and according to popular tradition was the scene of one of his 
many transformations. There are many fine old mosques in the 
town but almost without exception these are now in ruins. Just 
south of Kalna and in its suburbs stand the ruins of a mosque 
snid to be of very great antiquity. The superstructure is of 
brick but the basement is of basalt stone work, which, as 
in .many similar edifices in-Burdwan, bears manilest traces 
of having been carved for Hindu uses. The bricks are large 
and :coarse and the antiquity attributed by tradition to the 
mosque most probably applies to an earlier building of either 
Hindu or Musalman construction. 
· Kalna was constituted a. Municipality in 1869; the Municipal 

board consists of 15 Commissioners of whom two-thirds are 
- elected. The area within Municipal limits is two square miles. 

The town contains the usual publio offices ;• the subsidiary jail 
has accommodation for 14 prisoners. The Raj maintains a High 
English school and a dispensary. There is also a hospital 
maintained by the United Free Church of Scotland Medical 
Mission. The town is served by Messrs. Hoare, Miller & Co.'s a 
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steamers which run daily throughout· the year and which compete 
not unsuccessfully with the railway for both goods and passenger 
traffic. Its trade is now increasing owing to the increased 
demand in Calcutta for country produce; and when the railway 
which is at present under construction is completed, it will 
probably develop rapidly. . 

Katwa. Subdivision.-North-easternsubdivision of the district 
lying between 23° 26' and 23° 50' N. and 87° 44' and 88° 17' E., 
with an area of 404 square miles. The subdivision comists entirely__ 
ol a flat alluvial plain being a portion of the Gangetic delta, and in 
the east along the banks of the Bhagirathi the soil is water­
logged and swampy. It is bounded on the north by Birbhiim 
and Murshidabad, and on the south by the Katwa and 

· Burdwan subdivisions. On the east the Bhagirathi separates 
it from Nadia. The principal rivers are the Ajay, which 
for the last fifteen miles of its course runs through. the 
subdivision, and the Kunur. Its population in 1901 was re­
turned at 248,806 compared with 230,227 in 1891, the density_ 
being 616 persons to the square mile. It contains two towns 
Katwa, its head-quarters, having a population of 7,220, and 
Dainhat, and 445 villages. La~ge annual fairs are held at 
Agradwip and Dadia. The manufacture of tasar silk is an 
important industry in the subdivision. 

Kitwa..-Head~quarters town of the subdivision of the same 
name, situated at the junction of the Bhagirathi and Ajay rivers 
in 23° 3~' N. and 88° 8' E. According to the census of 1901 the 
population is 7,220. The fine strategical position "of Katwa 
soon attracted the notice of the Muhammadan conquerors of 
Bengal and it was one of their earliest seats. During the ·period 
of the Maratha invasions it was considered the key to Murshida­
bad, and was frequently used as a base by Ali Vardi Khan in his 
operations against the , invaders. In 17 42 he defefLted . the 
Marathas in a pitched battle outside the walls of the fort~ In 
1757 Clive, in his march up the western bank of the Bhagirathi 
before the battle of Plassey, seized the fort of Katwa which was 
abandoned by the garrison at the first assault. The English 
army encamped in the town and it was here after an hour's 
meditation in a grove near the town, that Clive, disregarding 
the opinion of the council of war which he himself had called, 
formed the momerlf;ous decision that gave Bengal to the East 
India Company. The old fort which was a, simple earthwork 
and mounted fourteen guns, now lies in the heart of the town and 
forms its poorest quarter entirely inhabited by Muhammadans. 

, It is. situated on a tongue of land at the confluence of the 
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Ajay and Bhagirathi and is still distinctly defined by a deep and 
wide moat except on the north side. A large mosque in very 
fair preservation still exists within it. It was built by J afar Khan, 
_better known as Mur~hid Kuli Khan, the founde.: of Murshidabad 
and Subahdar of Bengal from 1702-1725. Katwa. is held sacred 
by the Vaishnabs as having been the place where their apostle 
Chaitanya. entered upon the life of an ascetic. Steamers used to ply 
all the year round to the town, but owing to the silting up of the 
Bhagirathi and the opening of the East Indian Railway the com­
mercial importance of the place has declined; the new railway 
line from Hooghly· tor Kalna will however by ca.rried on to 
Katwa and should lead to a revival of its trade. Katwa. was consti­
tuted a M:imicipality in 1869. The town contains the usual publio 
offices; the subsidiary jail has accommodation for 24 prisoners. 

Khana..-A village in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
district, situated in 23° 20' N. and 87° 46' E. The population in 

. 1901 was 1,600. - Khana is an important junction on the East 
Indian Railway where the loop line branches off from the chord 
line. 

Kha.nda.ghosh.-A village in the head-quarters sub division 
·of the district, sitp.ated in 2?0 12' N. and 87° 44' E., 8 miles 
from Burdwan on the road to Sonamuhki and Bankura. Accord­
ing to the census of 1901 its population was 4,201 and it is 
one of the largest villages in the district. It contains. a police­
·station, a dispensary, a sub-registry office and a Middle English 
School . 

Kulingram.-A large village in the Burdwan subdivision 
situated some six miles south of Memari railway station. The 
village is by common rumour a. very ancient settlement. In the 

· month of Magk a fair is held here in honour of the village deity 
Gopal and some thousands of people gather yearly to see the 
image of the god. Tliere is a District Board dispensary here, 

' and a branch post-ofllce. The population according to the cen.ms 
' of 1901 was 1,149. 

Mahta..-A village in the Burdwan subdivision situated some 
. seven miles from Guskhara railway station. The village contains 
· a. District Board dispensary, a Sanskrit tol, a middle English 
··school, a vernacular pathslui.la and a branch post .. office. A fair 
, is held here twice a. week. Mahta is a very old village and w;;s 

- formerly a. well-known centre of Sanskrit education. A religioUF.: 
fair is· held here yearly at the beginning of JJlagh in honour f 
the village god Gobinda Ji. · 

Mangalkot.-A vilfage situated on the banks of the river 
Kunur in the Katwa subdivision. It contains a police station. 
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a charitable dispensary maintained by the Distdct Board, a 
Madrasa maintained by the local Muhammadans and a branch post­
office. The sub-reg-istry office named after the village is situa­
ted in Natunhat about two miles off. There are according to the 
last census 623 houses in the village containing a population of 
2,335 souls. Ma.ngalkot was formerly a great Muhammadan settle­
ment and there are many ruined mosques in the village and in 
those adjoining it. The Muhammadan population still predomi­
nates though most of them are poor.' It is also rich in Hind_u 
remains of an earlier date and may .possibly .have been one of the 
outposts of the Sadgop kingdom of Gopbhiim,< ... . ~ 
- Kogram or Ujani, a neighbouring village on the other side 

of the river K unur was the ,· birtbplace of the famous · Vaishnab 
poet Lochan Das and is said to be one of the many places which 
received the fragments of Sati's corpse when it was cut into pieces 
by the wheel of Vishnu. It is also connected with Srimanta 
f!audagar whose voyage is described in the Ohandi of the ·poet 
Kabi Kankan. A large number of pilgrims resor~ to the 

- place on the anniversary of Lochan Das' death when a large 
fair is held. 

Mankur.-A village in the head-qua1·ters subdivision of the· 
district, situated in 23° 26' N. and 87~ 31:' E. -The population 
in 1901 was 7 ,206. Mankur is a station on the. chord line of 
the East Indian Railway, 90. miles from Calcutta, and has a 
considerable tra.de ; it is also the chief seat of the local silk 
weaving industry. The Church Missionary Society maintains 

..a Medical Mission here with a hospital and dispensary with 3 
European ladies in charge and an efficient staff of workers under _ 
the Church of Eugland Zenana Socjety. Eleven thousand 
·patients were treated in 1901. Mankur is . famous for its sweet­
meats and its confectioners are noted · for their old, khaja and 
kadma. Amrargarh, a mile north of the railway station, is by 
tradition identified as the seat of Mahendranath or, as he is locally 
called, · Mahindi Raj a, the only prince of the Sadgop dynasty. of 
Gopbhiim whose name still survives. The long lines of fortifica­
tion which enclosed his walled town are still visible just wh~r~ 
the laterite plateau juts ont into the alluvial land of the ·delta.; 
They consist of a ruined earthwork _rampart and ditch enclosing 
a square of ~bout a mile in area. . .,. . ";..-... .. .. 

Manteswar.->A small villag9 ~n ~the Kalnl\ subdivision -
situated on the east bank of the Khari river. The village is the 
head-quarters of a police station, and' contains a sub-registry 
office and a branch post-office. There· are some very 9ld temples 

, here one of which is dedicated to Siva under his name Manteswar. 



202 BURDWAN. , 
- .Memiri . .:....A village in · the bead-quarters subdivision of th$ 

district, situated in 23° lO' N. and 88° 7' E. The population in 
1901 was rett'lrned as 1,674. Memari is a station on the East 
Indian Railway and an important trade centre; silk saris and 
dhotis are also manufactured. The village contains an independent 
police outpost and a Sub-Registry office. 

Nidanghit.-A village in the Kalna subdivision, situated 
on the Khari in 23° 22' N. and 88° 15' E The population in 
1901 was 916. Nadanghat is the principal rice mart in the 
interior of the district and large quantities of grain are brought 
down by country boat·from the village to the Bhagirathi. 

· Ondil~-See Andal. · 
Ra.ini.-A village in the liead-quarters subdivision of the 

district, situated in 23° 40' N. and 87° 56' E., south of the 
·Da.modar river. It is the head-quarters of a police-station and 
in the early part of the 19th century was n,otorious for its thags, 
who were first found in Bengal . here in 1802. According to 
·popular rumour the people of Raina thana are particularly fierce 
and warlike. After -the suppression of t&agi ·the descendants of 
the tkags are said to have taken to dacoity as a means of 
subsistence. Some of the stories told of the most famous of these 
robbers among the country-people are· worth recording. One of 
their leaders." could eat· the raw flesh of a g~at and drink three 
bottles of brandy at a meal''. Another, a woman, ~ould ride 

' a horse "as cleverly· as an expert colonel or captain would do" 
and on one occasion with only the help of a sword and her 
husband ro'bbed a· zamindar'& house in spite of his numeroua 
men servants and armed retainers. Another woman with her 
old father put to flight_ and killed ten armed men who assaulted 
them. 

Rinlganj.-A town in the Asansol subdivision, situated on 
the north bank of the Damoda:r river in 23° 36' N. and 87° 6' E. 
The population in 1901 was 15,841. The town, whiob is situated 
on the .East Indian Railway, owes its importance to the develop­
ment of the coal industry. Extensive potteries give employment 
to 900 hands, the value of the outturn in 1909 being estimated at 
3·I8lakhs; paper mills employ nearly 1,100 hands and in 1909 
made 5~394 tons of paper, valued at Rs. 16·36 lakhs; and three 

-oil-mills were also at work. There is also a considerable trade 
in rice and oil. The town contains a police-station ·and sub: 
registry office. A Wesleyan Methodist Mission maintains a 
leper asylum; and an orphanage and day schools. Raniganj 
was formerly the head-quarters of the subdivision, but in 1906 
the snbdivisional Magistrate's Court was removed to Asansol. • 
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According to Homfray '.'the name is derived from the· proprietary 
rights of· the collieries having been vested in the late Ran 
of Burdwan."• A few years before the mutiny the portion of 
the town which now forms its centre, was an uninhabited plain 
covered with brushwood and jungle, and in the quarter now 
known as Khlntsuli there were only a few huts occupied by eight 
poor families of goalag and Muhammadans: whilst the village 
of Kumarbazar or Kumar Ramohandrapur, now within municipal 
limits at the eastern edge of the town, was a pretty agriculturQ.l 
hamlet. During the mutiny Raniganj was the terminus of 
the East Indian Railway, and 8. cantonment for the troops who 
had to detrain here on their way up-country was established 
temporarily at Khantsuli, which was afterwards better known as 
Gorabaz.ar or "the white soldier's market." After the opening of 
the railway the prosperity of the town was.assured. Before the 
extension of the line the criminal court, police-station, ~post office 
and look-up were located in Mangalpur, some two miles from 
Raniganj; and the Munsif's court was at Ukhra, eight miles to 
the :north, which was then in the district of Birbhiim. At that 
Raniganj was included in this district £or. purposes of revenue 
administration only, the criminal administration being . under 
Manbhiim. Raniganj was formerly considered the centre of the 
coal industry and the Bengal Coal Company still. has its head 
office at Egara, near the town. The quality of coal obtainable is 
not, however, so good as that received from the mines further 
west, and Asansol has now taken the place of Raniganj as the 
centre of the trade in this . district. Most of the houses in the 
town are of brick and the roads are well kept. The climate is 
very hot in summer but is dry and healthy. 

Sahebganj.-A. large village in the head-quarters· subdivision 
situated some seven miles north-east of Guskhara rail way station. 
The population in 1901 was 495. According to tradition· the 
village owes its name to a Mr. Cheek (possibly the well known 
Mr. Cheap of Birbhiim) who started a trading centre here .. Jt was 
formerly an important--- distributing centre but since the opening 
of the railway ,station at Guslr.hara -has greatly declin4)d in 
importance. A market is held here t'wioe a week. ,. 

Salimabad.-A village in the head-quarters subdiVision of 
the district, in 23° 4' N. and 38° 8' .E. It is the head-quarters 
of a police-station, and in the seventeenth century was called 
Sulaimanabad, and was the revenue- and executive centre of the 
Mughal Sarkar of that name. · · 

. 
• The coal·field of the Damudah. Journal of the Atiatic Society of .Bengal, 1842 • .. 
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Sa.limpur.-A small pargana at the south-west edge of 
Gopbhtim wh:ich, according to current tradition, formed a part of 
t!tat kingdom under the Sadgop chiefs of Kaksa and Bharatpur 
until it was wrested from them by the Muhammadans. The name 
is said to ~e. a contraction of Sulaimanpur, after one of the 
kings of Bengal. 

Sa.tgachia..-A: village in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
district about 20 miles due east of Burdwan town. It is the head­
quarters of a police-station. Close by at Bobar is a fine Madrasa 
which was constructed at _the close of the last century. It is an 
extensive brick building enclosing a quadrangle with cloisters, 
chapels, dormitories and class rooms. · Originally it contained 
aocoinmodation for 70{1 stu~ents, but owing to the terms in which 
the farman constituting the aimma grant for its maintenance is 
worded, the hereditary mutwali is under no control, and the 
building is not fittingly maintained, while its character as a 

. teaching institution has ~een entirely lost sight of. 
Senpa.hiri.-A pargana on the eastern slopes of the Asansol 

watershed. The pargana was formed by Raja Chitra Sen Rai 
of BurdwA:n after his conquest of Gopbhiim, and is called after 

· himself and the stronghold which he built_ near Gorangapur on 
a hill over-looking the Ajay._ 
. Sherga.rh·,.:_A'large pargana in the Asansol subdivision which ~ 
is practically conterminous with the Raniganj coal-field. It is 
'that part of the promontory of Central India wlaich lies between 
the Ajay and 'the Damodar, a stretch of rolling rocky country 
parts of which are still covered with forest. Owing to its physical 
character ·and situati9n it was for many centuries the high road 
and harbour of the Chuars of the Jharkhand -the jungle tribes 
generaUy-in their descents upon the settled country to the 
east. It thus became a. sort of debateable land the possession 
of which was contested by all the great houses lying upon its 
borders. It was ultimatt~ly conquered by Raja Chitra Sen Rai 
of Burdwan about 1742 A.D. It contains two old forts. That 
at Churulia on the Ajay is. of stone and is said to have been 
built .by Raja Na.rottam.·. But tradition and history are alike 
silent· as to this Raja~ and· no one can even say- to what caste 
he belonged. The oldest residents of Churulia. are the Mu­
hammadan aimmadars who live under the fort and who have 
taken its· cut stones for their mosques and h<'Uses. Mr. Oldham 
conjectures that the aimmadars may be dE'scendants of Muhamma­
dan soldiery who stormed the fort as in the similar case at Kaksa, 
which is not improbable. The other fort is an earthwork at 
Dihi Shergarh, the old capital of the pargana on the Damodar .• 
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It was erected by and still belongs to the Rajput house of 
Panchet, who were the proprietors of Shergarh until Raj a Chitra 
Sen_ Rai wrestei it from them. The Pathan! sovereigns of 
Birbhum also at one time possessed part of the pargana. • 

Sitarampur.-A village in the Asansol subdivision, situated 
on the main line of the East Indian Railway. It is an important 
railway junction, the chord line to Mokameh branching off here 
from the grand chord which goes on to Gaya. Sitarampur is 
one of the principal subsidiary centres of the Raniganj and 
Barakar coal-fields, and there are many large collieries in its 
neighbourhood. · 

Ukhra,.-A village in the Asans<?l subdivision situated. on the 
railway line connecting Andal and Suri. Ukhra is one· of the 
largest villages in the district and contains some 4,000 inhabitants. 
There is a high English school here, a dispensary, a grain bank, 
and seve;ral interesting temples. The village is the seat of the 
an ancient family of zamindars to whose generosity. and public 
spirit it owes most of the institutions mentioned above. 
----------------------------------------------

• Oldham. Some His.toricaland Ethnical Aspects of the Burdwiin District. 
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A. 
Aborginals, schools for, 182. 
Abn Rai, ancestor of the Burdwan 

Rii.jii:s, 27. 
Acharjya, a fortune teller, 71. 
Adam, Mr., his report on Education in 

1837, 175. 
Adisura, King of Bengal, 60. 
Administration, early 32-37 ; land reve. 

nue, 144-168 ;!~general, 159·164; of 

,justice, 162. 
Administrative changes, 39; charges 

and stat!, 159. 
Aghani crops, 91. 
Agradwip, description of, 183. 
Agricultural Association, 98. 
Agricultural classes, 109, 111, 114, 117, 

Agriculture, 87-98. 
Agriculturists, material condition of, 114, 

115. 
Aguri caste, origin of, 22; description of, 

64-65. 
Ain·i-Akbari, 24, 144. 
Ajay river, description or, 6. 
Akbar, capture of Burdwii:n by his 

troops, 23. 
Ali Vitrdi Khan) Nawib of Bengal, 29. 
Aman rice, cultivation of, 93-95. 
Amrargarh, fort of Mahendranath at, 22. 
Amusements, 72. 
Amysti11, identified with Ajay river, 18. 
Andamatis river, identified with the 

Diimodar, 18. 
Animists, 51, 
Andil, description of, 183; dispensary at, 

85. 
Archmology, 39, 

I Arts and industries, 120·128, 

I Aryans, 18. · 
Asansol, description of, 184 ; growth of, 

43, 44; trade of, 126; ·. railway 

settlement at,185; bungalow at, 140; 
sub-registry office at, 162; thiDa at., 

164; Municipality at, 171; European 
schools at, 181; Missions at, 48; print• 

ing presses at, 182; Volunteer bead• 
quarters at, 185; emigration depats 
at, 184 ; dispe_naary at, 85. 

Asansol Municipnlity, 171. 
Asanaol Subdivision, description of, 183. 
Assessment of rents, 108. '4 

Association Agricultural, 98. 

A us rice, cultivation of, 92, 93~ • 

Ausgrii.m, description of, 185; dispensary 

at, 85 J thana at, 164. 
Azim-n-Shiin, h11 defeat of Snbha Singh, 

28. . 

.B. 
Babla river, description of, 10. 

Badr Saheb, Shrine of, at Kii.lna, 51,' 198. 
Badshii.hi roads, 23, 186, 187 • · 
Bii:gdis, connection with the ·Mala, l9; 

identified with .-the . Gankardat . or 
Gangarides, 18; religion of, 55-57 
description of, 66, · 

Bagnapari, description of; 185. 

Eaigunia 1e1J Barakar. 
Bairagia, followers of ·chaitanya, 55. 

Bakhtyar Khilji1 his invasion of Bengal, 

~3. 

Ballal Sen, his enquiry into the atatus 
of the Brahmans in Bengal, 60. 

Biinka river, description. of, 8; floods of, 

106. 
4rtisans, wages of, 109 ; material condition. 

1 
Ban pis, description of, 185 J brass and 

of, ns. bell metal manufacture• at, 12G. 
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Barakar river, description of, 7. 

Barakar village, description of, 185; 
iron and steel works at, 118; dik 
btingilow at. 140; thana at, 16-f. I 

temples at, 186. 
Barul, description of, 187. 

..... 

Bauris, identified !'ith the Bhars of 
Behar, 20.; earl;y his lory or, 20; 
religiol!_ · of, 55-56; description of, 

.66. 

Beggars, 116. · . .. .. 
Bell m~tal manufactures, 125 •. 

Beng~l Coal Company,· :rormatioo or, 
130. ., 

Bengal Dyers and Skinners Co., 120. 
Bengal Iron and Steel Works, 118. 

\ 

Bengal Paper Mills, 120. 
Bengal Nigpar Railway, 142. 
Bengali language, 45. 
B~adoi crops, 91. 
Bha~-jot (holding), 155. 
Bhagirathi · river, description of, · 5; 

navagation on, 141~ . 
Bhii.rdhamana (Burclwan). i.· 
Bharatpur. fort of the Gopbhiim dynasty 

at, 22. 
Bhaskar Rio, defeat of, at Katwa by 

Ali Virdi Khan, 30. 
Birbhiim, Rajas of,. 28. 
Birds,15 ... 
Birth-rate, 78. 
Bishnupur, Rajis of, 28, 29. 

Botany, 13-14, 
Boundaries of the district, 1-2. 
Brahmottar land, 158. 
BrihiDans, Rit:hi, 60-63.· 
Bribm&in river, description of, 10. · 
Brass man.ufacture of, 125. . . 
lJrick manufacture, 119. I 

Bridges, 140. 
British, early rule of, 82, 37. 
Bud-bnd, discription of, 187. 
Buddhism, traces of, 57. 
Bungalows, staging, 140. 
Burdwii.n Subdivisiun, description of, 

1.88. 

Burdwin town, description of, 188-192; 
rainfall of, 77; historical references to, 
18, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31; popul~ 
tion, 44; water-supply of, 168; hospital 
at, 85; sub-registry office at, 162; dis· 
trict jail at, 164; municipality at, 167; 

· • college at, 178 ; schools at, 178, 181 ; 

police station at, 164 J pnblic library 
at, '182 ; printing . presses at, 182!; 
manufacture of cutlery at, 123 ; old 
tombs at, 189; temples at, 190; palace 
and gardens of the Mabirii.ji at, 191 ; 
zoological garden at, 191. 

Burdwan £ever, 78, 79. · 
Burdwin Municipality, 167. 
Burdwan Riij, foundation of, 27; history 

of, 27-39. ' ' 
Burdwii.n Riijas; Sangam Rai, Abn Rai, 

Babu Rai, Ghana Shyam Rai, Krishna. 
Ram Rai, 27; Jagat Ram Rai, 27, 28; 
Kirti Chandra Rai, 28; Chitra_E'en Rai, 
31; Mahariijii Tilak Chandra Rai, 32; 
Maharaja Tej Chandra, 35; Maharaja 
Mihtii.b Chand, 38; Maharaja Aftib 
Chand, 39; Maharij Adhiraj Sir Bijay 
Chand Miihtii.b, Bahadnr, x.c.I.B.,_39. 

Bnrdwiin Riij College, 178. 

Burdwin Riij kbaa mahils, settlement 
of,108. 

Burdwan Rii.j high schools. 178. 
Burdwii.n Rij public library, 182. 

· Bnrdwan Technical School; 181. 
Burn & Co., Factories of, 119. 

c. 
Calamities, natural, 99-106. 
Calcutta, fortification of,_28. 
Canals, 11, 88, 141. 
Carving, stone, 125. 
Cash rents, 108 • 

. Castes and tribes, 59-67. 
CaUle, 97. , 
Census statistics, 41-44. 
Ceases, .revenue from, 159. 
Chaltanya, life of, 53-54; teachings of, 54; 

eonnection of, with the diatrict, 54,185, 

' 193, 198, 199. .. 
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Chakdighi, description of, 192'; .High 
school at, 176, 179; dispensary at, 85. 

Chandii:ls, connection of, with the Maghs, 
2
L · t' f 28 Chandernagore, fortifies Ion o • • 

Charitable dispensaries, 85. 
Chauk'ldari c4akran lands, 157. 
Ckaukidara, 156, 164. 

Chinsnra, fortification of, 28, 
Chitra Sen Rai, Riiji of B~rdwan, 81 ; 

forts constrncted by, at Rii:Jgarh, 32. 

Cholera, epidemics of, 83. 
Christians, 46-49. ' • ' 
Chuara, 20. 

Church Missionary Society, form.er 
schools of, 46, 47, 174. 

Churnlia, fort at, 20; description of, 192. 
Civil Justice, administration of, 162. 
Climate,l6; in relation·to health, '16. 
Clive, Kiitwa taken by, 30, 
Clothing, '72, 114. 
Coal discoveries, ear_Iy history of, 128 •. 
Coal field, Raniganj, 132. 
Coal, methods of working; 133 •. 
Coal mines, 117, 128-135; accidenis in, 

135; labour in,. 134; inspectipn of, 
135. 

Coal mining, development -or 181 ; 
present state of, 131. 

College, Burdwiin Riij, 178. 
Collegiate, education, 178. 
Collieries, 117, 128-135. 
Commerce, 126. 

' . 

Commercial classes, material condition of, 
113. 

Communication, means of, 186-143; in 
early times, 136-137 ; Railways, 142· 
143; roads, 138-140 ; water, 140-141 ; 
postal, 143. .r' 

Configuration of the district, 2. 
Contract supply system, 160. 
Cooly emigration dep6ts, 185. ~ • 

Cotton weaving, 122. • ' ·. .. 
Country spirit, manufacture and eon· 

sumption of, 160. 
Courts, Civil and Crimina], 162. 

Crime, 162-163. . 

• CrimiDal justice, administration of, 162. 

Crops; principal, 91, 
Culoa, letJ Kilna. 
Cultivation, extension of, 95 ; im~rove· 

ments in, 96. 

Cultivat.ors, material condition of, 114. 
Cutlery, manufacture of, 123·125. 
Cutwa, aee_ Kiitwa. 
Cyclone of 1874 .. 99. 

Dacoities, 163. 

Dafadiirs, 164.-

.D. 

.·, 

Dainhiit, · de~cription of, 192; Munici· 
pality at, 170; dispensary)t, 85; police 
outpost at, 164. 

Dainhiit Municipality, 1'70. 
D!k hungalows, 140. 
Diimodar 1•iver, description of, 6;. navi· 

• 
1 

· gation on, '7, 140'. 

Dar-kofii holdings, 155. 
Dar-mukarari tenni-es, 154. 

Dar-patni tenures, 150, 153 .. _ 

Daud Khan, defeat of, at _Rijmahal, 23. ; 
his son Kuttu, 24. • 

Death-rate, r8. .- ' 
DtJ'holtar land, 158. 
Density of population, 42. 
Devi Vara, reforms of, 62. 
Dhalkisor river, des~ription of~ 8. 
Dharmariij, worship of, 57-58._ 
Dihi Sbergs.rh, fort at, 20, 204.· 
Diseases, principal, 80-83. 
Dispensaries, 85. 
Distilleries, 160. 
District, formation of, 39, 

District Board, administJ-ation ,of, 165, 
. 166; 'roads, 138-140 ; District staff, 

159: 

Diims, 21. I '-

Drainage worb in Municipalities, 168-
171. 

Dravidian races, 18, 20, 21. 
Dress of the people, 72, 114. 
Drinking, 73, 160. 
Dwiirkeswar river, 8. 
Dwellings, 69-ro. 

p 
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E. 
Earthquakes, 99. -
East In.dian Railway, 142. 
Eden. Canal, 11, 88, 141. 
Education, 172-182; !ndigenous system of, 

172; work of Church _Missionary Society, 

46-47, 174; . progress . of, 174-176; 
statistics -of, 177; collegiate, 178; 
secondary, 178; primary, 179 ~female, 
176, 180; technical, 181; ofl\Inbamma­
dans, 181; of Europeans, 181. 

Educational staff, 178. 
Embankments, 10; origin of, 104. 

Emigration, 43. . 
Engineering works at Asansol, 120. 
English Schools, 181. 
Enteric fever, 81. 
Estates, subdivision of, 152; number and 

revenue of, 152. 
European Schools, 181. 

Excise administration, 160. 
Exhibition, agricultural, 98. 
Export~, 126,. , 
Extension of cultivaiion, 95. 

Factories, 118-120. · 
Fairs, 97. 

F. 

Famine of 17'10, 33-35; liability to, 99; 
of 1866, 100-103; of1874, 103-104. 

Faridpur, description of, 193; tbina 
at, 164. 

Fauna,15. 
Faujd'iri gumaikta, 70. 
Female education, 176, 180. 

Ferries,l42. 

Fever, in Burdwin, 78-79; prenlence of, 
76; types of, 80-82. 

Fish, 15. 
Fishing, methods of, 15. 
Floods, 104-106. 
Flour mills, 120.-

Food grains, prices or, 110) in famine, 
100, 

Food of the people, 71. 
Forests, 10. 

Formation of the district, 89. 
Fort at, Dihi Sbergarb, 20, 204; Raj· 

garb, 20, 32 ; Cburulia, 20, 192 
.Amrargarh near Minkur, 22, 201; 
Burdwii.n, 191.; Kitwa, 30, 199; Kii.lna, 

196; Kulingrim, 191, 
Foundries, 118. 
Free Churclr"of Scotland Mission, 49,175. 

G. 
Ganges, ''' Bhigiratbi. 
Game birds, 15. 
Ganja, consumption of, 161. 
Gangardre, mentioned by Greek geogra• 

pbers, 18; identified with the Bigdis 
the 1\Ialli, 18,19; Burdwin, capital town 
of, 18. 

General administration, 159-164. 
Geology~ 11-18. 
Gliatwali lands, 157. 
Gliatwali tenures, 157. 
Ghatwau, 157. 
GirW schools, former, 176, present, JSO. 
Gondwana system,12. ~ 

Gopbbiim, pargana of, 193. 

Gopbhiim, Sadgop kings of, 21-23. 
Gotra., Brahmin, 60. 
Government Estates, 152, 160. 
Gram Saran;7Zmi paiks, 156. 
Grimya Devata, worship of the, 58, 59. 
Grand Trunk road, 138. 
Gt~ mishta, 70. 
Gupta Kings, 21. 
Guru training schools, 182, 
Guskbara description of, 194; trade of 

126; Sub-registl'1 office at, 162; inspec· 
tion bungalow at, 140. · 

H. 
Hand industries, 120-126. 
Harisunkirtan, 72. 
Hats, 126. 
Bastings, Warren, 35, 128. 
Health, public, 76-86, 
Beatly, Mr. Suetouius Grut, US. 
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Hemp drugs, consumption of, 161. 
High English schools, 179. 
Hinduism, 52-55. 
History of the district, 18.39; of land 

revenue administration, 144-151; of 
coal discoveries, 1~8-130; of educationo' 
172-176. 

Honorary Magistrates, 162. 
Hooghly river, set1 Bhagirathi river. 
Hospitals, 84, 85. 
Hostels, 182. 
Houses of the people, 69, 70 •.. 
Hypergamy, among Brahmins, 61. 

I. 
Ichhay Ghosh, temple of, 194. 
ljiri leases, 154. 
Immigration, 43. 
Imports, 126. 
Income-Tax, 161. 
Indebtedness, 111, 112, 115. 
Indigo, former cultivation of, 126. 
lndustl'ial classes, 117; material con• 

dition of, 111, 112, 115. 
Industrial education, 181. • 
Industries, 120-126; in district jail, 167, 
Institutions, Medical, 84. 
Iron and Steel works, 118. 
Ironware, manufacture of, 123·125. 
Irrigation, 88. 

J. 
Jails, 164. 
Jail industries, 164. 
Jami (tenant's holding),-155, 
J amilpur, description of, 194; Sub-regis· 

try office at, 162; thiina at, 164; ins• 
p~ction bungalow at, 140. 

Jin {Santii.l witch doctor), 52, 

Jit Baishtams, followers of Chaitanya, 55, 
.Tehangir, Emperor, 24, 26. 

~ 

Jharkhand, forest of the, 20; chuars, in· 
habitants of, 20. 

Jones, Mr, Rupert, his report on tht 
Bengal coal fields, 130, . 

• .Tot (tenant's holding), 155, 

Judicial staf£, 162. 
Jungle mahils, 39, 
Justice, administration of, 162, • 

K. 
' ; 

Kiiksa village,;description of, 194; history 
of, 22; thana at, 164; fort at, 22. 

Kala azar, 82. 
Kili, worship of, 52_. 
:Kilna, description. of, 196; municipality 

.at, 170; population, 44; hospital at 
85; sub-regist~y office at, 162 ; sub­
jail at, 164; high school at, 178; thana 
at, 164; inspection bungalow at, 140 J 

trade of, 126 ; public library at, 182 1 

printing presses at, 182; temples at, 
196. 

Kilna subdivision, description of, 196, 
Kilns Municipality, 170. 
Kalyaneswari, temple of, 39, 187. 
Kina river, description of, 9, 
Karna Suvarna, Burdwin, identified ae 

capital o~, 21. 
Katadupa, old name of Katwa, 18. 
Kii.twa subdivision, description of; -19!?. 
Kitwa, historical references to, 18, 23, 29, 

30; description of, 199'; population, 44
1 

dispensary at, 85; sub-registry offiee 
at, 162 ; thina at, 16Jo; high school at, 
179; sub-jail at,' 164; p~blic library 
at, 182; printing press at, 182; inspec· 
tion bungalow at, 140; trade of, 126 
municipality at, 169. 

Kitwa Municipality, 169 •. 
Khii.na, description of, 200, · 
KhandaghJBh, description of. 200; thiina 

at, 164; sub-registcy office at, 162; dis· 
penaary at, ~5. 

Khari river, description of, 8. -_ 
Kharsoli industrial 'school, 181, 
Khurram, Prince, 26. 
Kolarians, 21. 
Kriakana Qabourere), 109. 
Kulin Brahmins, 61. 
Kulingrim, description of, 200 1 dispeu 

sary at, 85; fort at,· 191. 
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I 

Kunur river, description of,l8. 
Kutb-ud-din, foster b~other jof the Ell\· 

peror J ehau6ir, 25; his to:n 'b at Bllrd· 

win,~19. 

L. 

Labour, supply in the coal mines, 134. 
Labourers, wages ol, 109; material condi· 

tion of, 116. • 
Labouring classes, 116. 
Ladies' Society of Calcutta, scho:>ls of, 

176, 
Landloxds, relation with tenants, 107, 108, 

.. ll2; material condition of, 112, 113. 

. Lattd measures, 127. 
Land revenile, administration 

158; receipts from, 159. 
Land tenures,.ui2.~5s •.. 
Languages, 4~ 
Laterite, a: 
Leases of land, 154. 
Leopards, 14 •. 
Leper asylums, 85. 
Libraries, 182. 
Lime works, 119. 
Li~er!l.te population, 177-178. 
Local Boards, 166. 

of, 144-
.\ 

Local Self-Government, 165-171. 
Locomotive workshops at Asansol, 120. 

M .. 

Madrasas, 173; at Bohar, 204. 

:Yagistrates, 162. 

.1\~ahajans, 71, 111. 
~aharini Bishtu Ku.mari, 34, 190. 

·l'd ahandra N ath, King of Gopbhiim, 22. 
Mahta, description of, 200; dispensary 

at, 85. 
Majlis Saheb,shrine of, at Ka.Ina_, 51 .. 198. 
Mt~jura, wages of, 109. • 
Maktibs, 172, 181. 

Maler, identified with the Mals,.l9. 

Mils, connection with the Bagdis, 19. 
Malarial fevers, 78, 79, 801 81. 

Malii Biigdis and Mals derived from, 19. 
Malleus mount, identified with the 

Mandar bill, 19. 
Manasi, worship of, 56, 57. 
Mt~ndal, 70. . • 
MangaJ'kot. aescription· of., 200; Hindu 

remains at, 22; . dispensary at, 85; 
• thiina at, 164; sub-registry office at, 

162. 
Yinkur, description or, 201; hospital at, 

85; fort at, 22, 201 ; mission at, 48; 
high school at, 179; sub-registry office 

at, 162. 
Manteswar, description of, 201; thana 

at, 164; sub-registry office at, 162 • 
Manufactures, 120, 126 • 
Manures, use of, 95. 
Marithas, raids of, 29, 30, 31, 33; tribute 

paid to, 30, 147. 

Marshes, 10. 
Material condition of the people, 110· 

116 ; of landlords, 112 ; of professional 

classes, 113 ; of commercial and indus• 
trial classes, 113, 115; of agriculturists1 

114; of labourers, 116. 
.Jlaurasi jama, 155. 
.Mayo library,182. 
Meaus of communication, 136-143. 

Measurers, 126 • 
.Medical aspects, 76; institutions, 84, 85. 
Memiri, description of, 202; outpost at, 

164; sub•registry office at, 162. 
Methodist Epit~copal Mission, 48. 

Miaaij,ma, 155. 
Middle English Schools,179, 
lliddle Vernacular Schools, 1'j9. 

M1gration, 43 • 
.\lihr-ul-nissa, afterwards the Empress 
~ur Jahan, 24-26. 

Minerals, 120, 121, 122, 136. 
Miners, material condition of, 119. 

.Mines 117, 130-132. 

Mir Jafar Khin,r'JO,t31. 
Missions. Christian, 46-49. 

. Molasses, manufacture of, 125. 

.Money-orders, 143. 
Monsoon rain faU.17, '17. 
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Muhammadans, 49-51; invasions of, 23 ; 
settlements of, 23, 49; education of, 
173, 181; at Churulia, 23, 192. 

Mukarrari tenures, 154; jam"a, 155. 
Municipalities, 167-171. 
Murshid Kuli E:han. settlemen~ o~, 144, 

moaque of, at Katwa, 200. 
Mutiny of 185,7, 3~. 

N. 
Naba Krishna Deb, Raja, 37, 149. 
Niidanghat, description of, 202; trade · 

uf, 141. 
Niigpanchami, 56, 

• 

Xame of district, origin of, 1. 
Narottam Rajii, fol.'t at Churulia of, 20. 
Natural calamities, 99-100. 
Natural divisions of disbict, 2. 

NavigaUon, 140-lU. 
Newspapers, 182. 
Night schools, 182. 
Nunia river, description of, 9. 

o. 
Occupations of the people, 117. 
Ondal, 1ee Andal. 
Opium, consumption of, 161. 
Outposts~ police, 164. 

P. 
Pacluoai, consumption of, 161. 
Pai.ks, 156. 
Palla, agricultural farm at, 98. 
Paper Mills, 120. 
Pasturage, 97. 
Pathshala•, 172. 
Patni tenures, creation of, 38; history 

of, 148-151; incidents of, 153. 
Patniaars, 113, 153. 
People, the, 40-75; material condition of, 

110-116; occupations of, 117. 
Permanent settlement, the, 37, 147. 
Permanently settled est.Jtes, 15 ~. 159. 
Physical aspects of th_e district, 2, 3. 
P\r1, veneration of, 51. 
Pi.r Bahram, 51, 190. 
Police, administration of, 164 •. 

Polygamy, practice of, 62. 
Population, growth of, 40; census of. 

1901, 41, 42; density of, 42; urban, 
43; rural, 45. 

Pottery workl of Burn & Co., 119, 
Post offices, 143. 

Portalis, identified with Burdwan town, 18. 
Postal communications, ·us. 
Potatoes, cultivation of, 95. 
Prasii Patna, the capital of the, 19. 
Prices, 110; in famines, 100. 
Primary education, 179, 180. 
Printing presses, 182. 
Private schools, 181.. · · 
Produce rents, 109~ ISS, 
Professional classes, 117; material condi· · 

tion of, 113. 
Public health, 76-86. • 

Public Works, administration Dft 159, 
Purohit, 7i. .._.: · · . · 

R. 
Rabi crops, ·91. 
Rafts, use of, '1, 141. 
Ragoji Bhonsla, invasion of, 29. 

Rahim Khan, revolt of, 27. 
Railways, 142; projects for, 143. 
Raina, description of, 202; tbiina. at, 164; 

Sub-Registry office at, 162. 

Rainfall, 17, '17; in relation to agricul· 
ture, 87. 

Rajbansi Mal, their connection with the 
Bagdis, 19. 

Rajgarb, fort at, 31, 195, 
Raniganj, history of, 202; coal discoveries 

' at, 128-130; description of, 202; 
municipality at, 169; hospital at, 85; 
sub-registry office at, 162; thiina.·'ato .. 
164; factories of Messrs. Burn & Co.· 
Rt, 119; Bengal Paper ¥ills at, 120·; 
trade of, 126; population of, 44; bun­
galow at.; l4?; Wesleyan Methodist 
Mission at; 48; high school ~t, 179; 
technical. school at, 181; public 
library; 'at; 182; printing presses 
at, 182 •• 

Rii.niganj coal field, d_escription of, 132. 
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Riin'iganj Municipality, 169. 
' -Ritrh, 21, 45, 60. 

Riirhi Brahmins, 60, '63. 
llirAi holi, 45. 
Rates of rent, 108. . 
Registration, 161. 

, Registry offices .. 162. 
Regulation, XLI"f of 1793,149; XXXV, 

XXXVI, XXXVII of 1795, 148; 
· V of 1812, XVIII of 1812, VII1 
. of 1819, 150. 

Relief in famine, 100·104. 
Religions, 46-59. 
Uent-free tenures, 146, 158. 
Rents, 108 ; cash•rents, 108 ; 

rents, 109. 
Reptiles, 15. 
Uest.houses, 140. 

-

produc" 

Revenue, adminis~ation o.f land, 147·161. 
Revenu~ h!story,.l44-158. 
Revenue of the district, 159 ; land 

revenue, 159; stamps, 160; excise, 
· 160; income-tas: 162 ; registration, 162-. 

Rice, cultivation of, 92-95 ; prices of, 
-no. 

River system, ~· 
Road and Public \V orks ceases, 159. 
Roads, former, 136, 138 ; ·modem., 138 

140. 
So man Catholic Mission, 48 ; achoola, 
-181. 

Clotation of crops, 96. 
S.ural population, 45. 

s. 

Sadgop ,tcaste, description of, 63, 64 ; 
history of,· 21-23. 

Sadgop kings, dynasty of, at Gopbhum ; 
21-23, 

Sahebgunj, description · o.f, 203 ; Sub .. 
registry office, at, 162. 

Saktism, 52, 53~ 
Stll for~ts, 10. 

Salami, payment of, 154, 155. 

oalimabid, desCription of, 203; thana at, 
164. 

Salim pur pargana, 204. 
Sangam Rai, founder of thll Burdwiin 

house, 26. 
Sanskrit tola, 173, 182. 
Santiils, religions beliefs of, 51. 
Siitgachia, description of, 204 ; police 

station at, 164. 
Satyabati, Raj Kumiiri, 27. 
Sayad Sayad Bokhitri, 22 • 
Scarcity, 104. 

Scenery of the district, 2, s. 
3chooll, 178·182 ; of Church Mission­

ary Society, 43-48, 174; European, 
181 ; Girls, 180 ; High schools, 
178; Middle English, 179; Middle 
Vernacular, · 179; Primary~ 179; 
Technical, 181 ; Special, 181 • 

Secondary education, 178-179. 
Sen Kings, 21. 
Senpahiiri pargana, formation of by 

Chitra Sen Rai, 204. 
Sepatni tenures, 153. 
Service tenures, 156. 
Settlement of rent, 108. . 
Settlements, early, 144-147. 
Shah Alam, invasion of, 31. 
Shah Jahan, Emperor, 26. · 
Sheikhs, 49. 

Sher Afgan, history of, 24-26; tomb of, 
at Burdwan, 189. 

Shergarh pargana, history and description 
of, 204. 

Silk weaving, 120-122. 
Si.mandari (watchmen), 71, 157. 
Singarin river, description of, 9. 
Sitiirampur, description of, 205; dispen· 
~ry at, 85. 

~iva, worship ot, 5.2. 
Small-pox, 83. 
Snakes, 15. 

Social life of the p~ople, 67-75. 
Soils, 89. r 

Speci.al schools, 181. 
Staging bungalows, 140. 
Stamps, revenue from, 160. 
Statistics, vital, 78; of crops, 91 ; of 

education, 177, 178, 180. 
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Steamer services, 141. 
Steel works, 118. 
Stewart, Captain, schools or, 46, 47, 174, 
Subdivisions of the district, 159. 
Sobha Singh, revolt of, 27. 
Superintendents of Revenue, first 82, 

144. 
Survey and aettlement of gkatwali lands, 

157; of kka1 mahals of the Burdwiin 
Rij, 108. 

T. 
Talitgarh, fort of, at Burdwiin town, 191. 
Tamla river, description of, 9. 
Tamluk (Tamralipta), 18. 
Tanks, 8, irrigation from, 88. 
Tii.ntras-, sa: 
TtJSar weaving, 120-122. 
Technical education, 181. 
Telegraph stations! 143, 
Temperature, 16, 77. 
Temples, at Barakar, 186, 187; at 

Bnrdwin, 190; at Kalna, 197; ot 
Ichhay Ghose at Gorangapur. 194: 

Temporarily·settled estates, 152. 
Tenants' holdings, 155. 
Tenants, relations with the landlorJs, 

107, 108, 113. 
Tenure-holders, 113, 153. 
Tenures of land, 152-158; estates, 152; 

tenures, 153-155; tenants' holdings, 
155; service tenures, 156; rent-free 
tenures, 158, 

Thags, 163, 202, 
Thii.nadari police, 156. 
Thinas, police, 164. 
Timber, trade in, 126. 
Tol1, 178-182. 
Topography, 1-2. 
Towns, 43. 
Trade, 126. 
Training schools, 182. 
Trees, 2, ) 

Tribes and castes, 60-67. 

u. 
Ukhra, description of, 205; dispensary 

at, 85; high school at, 179. 
Ugrakshatriya, 866 Aguri. 
Union Committees, 167. 
Urban J?Opulation, 4~. 
Usury, 111, 115. 

v. 
Vaccination, 83. 
VaishnaTisim, 53-55. 
Veneration of Pirs, 51 •• 
Vikramaditya, legends of, at Katwa, 6. 
Villages, 45. 
Village gods, worship of, 58;' 
Village labourers, wages of, 109. 
Village life, 68. 
Village officials, 70. 

Village servants, 71, wages of, 71. 
Vital statistics, 78. • 

w. 
Wages, 109. . 
Warren Hastings, 85, 128. 
Water communication, 140-Ul. 
Water lifts, 88. 
Water-supply of Burdwan town, 168. 
Weaving of silk, 120-122; of cotton, 122, 
Weights, 126. 
Weitbrecht, Rev. John James, 46, 174. 
Wells, irrigation from, 88. 
Wesleyan Mission, 48. 
Witches, beliet in, 52. 
Wild animals, 15. · 
Winds, 16. 
Women, education of, 176,180. 

z. 

Zar -i- peakgi ijara leases, 155. 
Zoology. 15. 

Zoological garden at Bnrdwin, 191. 
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