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FORM 'A' 

Declar~tion to be signed by every mem9er 

I hereby declare .that I have become a member of the 

Provident 'Fund styled as 1 GU\H11.Ll!; INS'riTIJTE PH.OVIDENT FUND' 

and I agr~e to be bound by these Rules and Regulations. and 

any subsequent additions and alterations in the same as 

also by any new Rules and Regulations that may be brought 

into force at any time. hereinafter or by any subsequent 

additions to or alteration in the same. 

Date -------------------------------------------------

Full Name 

_, 
Date of Birth 

Natu~ of Appointment 

Date of joining service -----------

Salar-y ------------------------------

vlitn·ass ---------------------------

( Signa.tu,re). 



FORl'il I A I 

Declar~tion to be signed by every mem9er 

*** 
I hereby declare that I have become a member of the 

Provident 'Fund styled as t GUiJiJ>.LE INS'riTLJTE PlWVIDENT FUND' 

and I agr~e to be bound by these Rules and Regulations. and 

any subsequent additions and alterations in the same as 

also by any new Rules and Regulations that may be brought 

into force at any time. hereinafter or by any subsequent 

additions to or alteration in the same. 

Date 

Full Name ----------------------------------~---­•· 
~ 

Date of Birth ----------------------------------
Natu~ of Appointment 

Date of joining service ------------- -~-----------

Salary 
----------------------~------

Witn·ass ----------------------------

( Signatu,re). 



GOKHALE INSTITUTE ~ROVIDENT FUND • 

Form of.Declaration 

Pursuant to Rule 10 of the above Fund. 

I, 
a member of the J.t'und hereby nominate in the event of my 
death, the person/persons named in paragraph No. 1 below 
to receive payment of the amount to my credit in the above 
Fund at the time of·my death (in the proportions noted 
against their names in paragraph No. 4 below: 

I also request that the amount payable as above to 
the minors be paid to the person/persons named in paragraph 
No. 5 below: 

1. Name & Addres~ o! the Nominee: 

2. Relationshi~ to the subscriber: 

3. \~hether major or minor, if minor state age: 

-.::" 

4. S~are of atllQUllt pays.ble: . 

5. Name and address o£ tne person to whom m~nor's share 
is t~e paid on bahalf of Minor: 

6. Sex and J?arel').tage of person referred to. in 
par~graph No. 5: 

( 1) 

( 2) 

(Two witne.sses to signature, 
& Address) 

----~----~~~.----~ 

(Signatw::e) 
St~te whether 
married or unmarried. 



FORM ''B' 
GOKHALE INSTITU·rE ~ROVIDENT FUND· 

Form of.Declaration 

Pursuant to Rule 10 of the above Fund. 

I, 
a member of the ~·und hereby nominate in the event of my 
death, the person/persons named in paragraph No. 1 below 
to receive payment of the amount to my credit in the above 
Fund at the time of·my death (in the proportions noted 
against their names in paragraph No. 4 below: 

I also request that the amount payable as above to 
the minors be paid to the person/persons named in paragraph 
No. 5 below: 

1. Name & Addres~ of the Nominee: 

2. Relationship to the subscriber: 

3. \vhether major or minor, if minor state age: 

~ 

4. S~are of aUl.QUllt pays.ble: . 

~~--- ... "---~-~-

5. Name and address o£ the person to whom minor's share 
is tO".:>e paid on b·ehalf of Minor: 

· 6. Sex and Parel'!-tage of person referred to. in 
par~graph No. 5: 

(1) 

( 2) 

(Two witnesses to signature, 
& Address) 

(Signat~e) 

St;p.te whether 
married or unmarried. 
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NoTE BY THE ACTING SECRETARY-GENERAL 

The purpose of the present document, which has been prepared by the Secretariat on the 
basis of the material at its disposal, is to give a comprehensive survey of the many international 
obligations existing in the field of communications, in the form of multilateral conventions, 
agreements, etc. A considerable numb.er of these instruments, which are also dealt with in this 
paper, were concluded under the auspices of the League of Nations itself- by its Organisation 
for Communications and Transit as well as by the International Labour .Organisation. Finally, 
in order to make the document more complete in a retrospective way, an Annex indicates all the 
clauses relating to various comrvunications questions embodied in the Peace Treaties concluded 

·at the end of the first world war. 
This document is communicated to the Governments of the States Members of the League. 

of Nations, as it may be of interest to Departments dealing with communications problems, 
as well as to the bodies concerned with question~ of international reorganisation in 'the field oi 
communications after the present war. A · · 
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INTRODUCTION 

The establishment of organised international collaboration between countries upon new 
bases, as contemplated by the United Nations, will probably- once the general principles of 
the new international organisation have been laid down - entail also the review of existing obli­
gations in the various fields of inter-State co-operation, including, inter alia, those relating to 
international communications, with which the present document is concerned. 

Indeed, having regard to the profound changes in international relations which will ensue 
from the present war, it is probable that many previously existing contractual. obligations in 
this domain also will have to be revised and, if need be, adapted to the new situation. 

It has accordingly seemed desirable to prepare tne present document, which may be of some 
assistance to those to whom it falls to undertake this review in so far as concerns the field of 
communications. It constitutes what may be described as an inventory of the ·principal inter­
national obligations in this particular sphere - obligations which are very numerous and some 

. of which have already been in existence for a long period of time. 
In this connection, it should be recalled that inter-State collaboration in the field of inter­

national communications is now more than a century old and that, even before the first World 
War, it extended to most branches of international communications, one form it took being that 
of conventions and agreements, many of which- in some cases r~vised in the meantime- have 
remained in force up to the present day and have been very widely applied in practice. 

After the war of rgr4-rgr8, this collaboration developed into a system of co-operation 
organised on a permanent basis, through the institution in rgzr of the Communications and 
Transit Organisation of the League of Nations, the constitution and working of which were 
determined by a special Statute. Thanks mainly to this, some very remarkable results have 
since been achieved in this sphere of international activity, and inter-State collaboration has 
thus been considerably facilitated. One consequence has been that a considerable number of 
new general or particular conventions and agreements have been concluded, many of them 
under the auspices of the League of Nations itself, either through the intermediary of the League's 
Communications and Transit Organisation, or - in the case of instruments concerned with 
the social aspects of transport questions - within the ambit of the International Labour 
Organisation. 

"' "' "' 
The document now submitted has been prepared by the permanent secretariat of the Orga­

nisation for Communications and Transit, which is provided by the Economic, Financial and 
Transit Department of the Secretariat of the League of Nations. It is based on such material 
as is at present at the disposal of the Secretariat. For this reason, and notwithstanding the care 
with which the various data have been examined and selected, it is impossible to guarantee that 
they are absolutely ac~urate and complete. The document should nevertheless prove of use in 
that, .on the one hand, it offers a comprehensive survey of the scope of the obligations existing 
in this domain and, on the other hand, it furnishes the essential particulars respecting each of the 
instruments in question in such a manner that reference to them is made easy. 

The conventions, agreements and other similar instruments included in the following list 
~re all multilateral in.character, for, strictly speaking, it is these instruments which represent 
mternational collaboration in the widest sense of the term; moreover, the inclusion of bilateral 
agreements would have involved too much detail and would have rendered this document too 
"!mwieldY: - apart .from the fact ~at it would have been more difficult to gather the necessary 
mformatlon regardmg them than 1t was to assemble the particulars respecting the multilateral 
undertakings. 
. B~ides c~nventions on.p~rticular subjects, cert~ general treaties have also been included 
m ~he list when they contau?- Important clauses relatmg to problems of international communi­
cations. In such cases, the title of the treaty is followed by a mention of the articles in question 
with a brief indication of their subject. ' 

The list contains only instruments which have come into force and still remain in force or 
at least, in regard to whi~h it does not appear from the information available that they have bee~ 
abrogat~d. One exception has, however, been made in this respect in the case of certain 
con_ventwns. concluded at a relatively recent date, in regard to which the conditions governing r 
the_li entry mto force have .not so far been fulfille.d but, in principle, may still be so, or the text of 
wh1ch may perhal?s serve m the future as a bas1s for a fresh attempt internationally to regulate 
the ma,rs to whtch they relate. 
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• . . ts contained in the list are grouped according to the differen't . 
The vanous mst!'ll~en nd related questions with which they deal; in each group ~In 

branches of commu!l1ca ~ons f gical order according to the date of their conclusion Tm? 
have b~en plahle~ ~ ~ r~f~e same time to two or more special fields are mention~d tW:i se 
convenb~s w tel re a ~at is to say in each of the relevant groups. . ce 
or more uequen Y - ' . . 

It th ht desirable to provide separately a comprehens.rve prcture of the work accorn. 
lished ~~\hi~usg here under the auspices of the League ?f ~atwns _(the ~ommunications and 

transit Or anisalion and the International La~our Or~m.satron - smce, m t~e first place, the 
t . g f th Communt'cations and Transrt Orgamsation are very general m character and 

conven rons o e . · · h' d · d · th d I fonn the basis of international codrficatron m t rs <!mam an , m. e se~on pace, those of the 
International Labour Organisation are concerne~ With v~ry spe~ral s_ubJect-mat_ter). A simple 
chronological enumeration of these instruments IS accordmg:Iy ~ven m Apper:d1x I to the list 
with references in each case to the numbers in the general list Itself under Which all particui~ 
respecting these instruments will be found. 

As regards conventions the term~ of which haye subsequently b_een revise~, only the text 
of the most recent revision is taken mto account m. ~ases where this ~ext entirely supersedes 
the earlier text or texts; if, on the other hand, _the reV!SIO!'l w~s only ~arttal and the new text has 
been combined with the old - which accordingly remat~s m f_orce m ~o far. as the unamended 
portions are concerned - the two t~ts are b~th mention~ m the hst, Wtth cross-references 
from one to the other in order to obVIate any m1sunderstandmg. 

As far as possible, the particulars respecting tl~e conclusion and ratification of the conventions 
in question ha'{e been given up to the date at which the present d<_>cument was prepared. With 
regard more particularly to instruments concluded under the ausptces of the League of Nations 
it may be stated that the relevant data are up to date- that is to say, they represent the exact 
situation at the beginning of I945· 

The list gives in respect of each instrument: its title, the place and date of conclusion, fue 
date of its entry into force (or, in the case of conventions which are not yet in force, the remark 
"not yet in force"), an enumeration, in alphabetical order, of the contracting States and, lastly, 
the source or sources, consulted in drawing up the present document, where the text of the 
instrument is to be found. 

In the case of a few conventions, these particulars have not all been given, because it was 
impossible to find them in the documentary material available. This applies, inter alia, to the 
date of entry into force of certain conventions: for, notably in the case of some of the older ones, 
it is practically impossible to fix this date with absolute certainty. In such circumstances, but 
when, however, it is certain that the instrument in question did come into force, the necessary 
explanation is given in the text. 

~e titles of the various instruments are reproduced in the list in accordance with the official 
wordmg _adopted at the time of their conclusion. In cases, however, where this wording was 

. ~dopte~ m only .one of the two languages- French and English - in which the present docume~t 
1s pub~shed,_ or In some other language, the titles are given as indicated in the sources on the basiS 
o~ wh1ch ~s docume_nt has been prepared. Finally, where these sources themselves give the 
title of~ mstrume~t ~ Fren~ or in English only, or solely in some other language, the necess~ry 
translahon of the tttle m question has been provided by the competent service of the Secretanat 
of ilie League of Nations. 

d' t' I~ _order to avoid _what. would for the purposes of the present document be a superfluous 
15 me ton b_etween ra~fications and accessions, and in view also of the fact that certain instru­

b:!ts came mto fore~ Simply upon the signature of the contracting States, without any ratification 

h bg ne~sarr· a list of States which are without further specification "parties " thereto 
as een grven m the case of all co f · ' f ' · ts included in the list h' nven wns .m orce. On the other hand, as regards mstrumen • 

in order to aff d' w tc~~ave not ye_t come mto force, the signatory States have been enumerated, 
matter in ues~r some I ea of the Importance attaching to fue international regulation of the 
recorded. qLastlon, ~~~~r, where ilie ava~lable information permits, with the ratifications so ~ 
of the Internati;~al Lab gard mor_e ~arbcularly to conventions concluded within the amb~ 
Conference of that Or _our Or~amsatwn - adopted at the various sessions of the Gener 
properly so called on! ganiSa 1fh !I1 the f~rm of "draft conventions ", which become conventions 
of ratifications _ in J: upon tlf entry I?to force following the deposit of the requisite number 
been indicated· but te ~ 0 those which are not yet in force any ratifications recorded have 
speaking, no si~atorl~s Signature~. In fact, owing to this speci~l procedure, there are, properlY 
of the General Conferen:c~ ~~~ch~raft conventions" are adopted by a two-thirds majority vote 

In order to shorten th list f · . his 
document, an enumeration ~f t _contracting States and thus to facilitate the perusal of ht t 
-whenever it has seemed deskaorues, protec~orates, mandated territories, etc., has throug 0~e 
are very numerous and a ref ble. an~ poss1ble to do so- been avoided in cases where the 
may r~adily be f~und, In e~~h~e IS grven to the source where a detailed enumeration of th~: 

'· conye~1ence, been shown in brack~ cases, the names of such colonies, etc., have, for g;ea ut 
• preJudice, o~ course, to the legal 0~ a~te; ~at ?f the ~.etropolitan country -'- entirely Witho 

Lastly, when the· · t ffill11Strabve pos1hon of the territories concerned. 
to an 'ts ms rument of rat'fi r a.]so 
as its~ pdsos~essions, colonies etc or 1 calton or accession of a State specifies that it relateds ed 

an m the text. ' ., emp oys some similar terms, this indication is repro uc 
~ 



-Changes which have occurred in the status of some of these territories and have Men re~og~ 
nised in conformity with international law have been taken into a~count in th~ case ~f conventw_ns 
cQllcluded subsequent to such changes. For this reason, also, the list of countn~s which are parties 
to certain conventions comprises, inter alia, States which have ceased to eXIst or of which the 
name or international status has since been changed. 

With regard to the sources indicated in respect of each instrument - where its text may be 
found- preference has-been given to those which have been the subject .of wide circulation ~d, 
consequently, are generally available. Such sources are, in the first place, the Treaty S~nes, 
published by the League ·of Nations, which contains the great majority of the international 
undertakings in question concluded subsequent to the first World War. This Series, moreover, 
bas the advantage of being bilingual- that is to say, the texts which it contains are always 
given in French and in English and, in the case of conventions concluded in one or more other 
languages, also in those languages. As regards conventions which are not to be found in the 
League of Nations Treaty Series- and this applies more particularly to conventions of older date 
- other sources have been indicated, if possible sources which are generally known and easily 
accessible and, preferably, those which also give the text in question in French and in English. 
With this object, in some cases, two different sources are mentioned, with an indication of the 
language used therein (e.g., (F) for French, (E) for English, or a full indication in the case of other 
languages), To abridge the text, sources are indicated by abbreviations; their full titles and all 
other essential particulars regarding them will be found in Appendix II. 

* * * 
As a supplement to this survey of international obligations in the domain of communications, 

- it has seemed desirable to enumerate, in the Annex to the list of conventions and agreements 
proper, those articles relating to this particular field which are embodied in the different Peace 
Treaties concluded after the first World War - that is to say, the four treaties of 1919/20, viz.: 
those of Versailles, St. Germain, Trianon and Neuilly, and the Treaty of Lausanne of 1923. 

The subject of each provision is briefly indicated. Furthermore, in order to present a 
complete picture of the provisions relating to international communications included in these 
treaties, even those clauses which remained operative only for a limited period fixed in advance 
have also been enumerated. Similarly, clauses which involve obligations on the part of one State 
only, or which deal solely with matters between two particular countries, are also included because 
the fact that they are embodied in these treaties, which are multilateral instruments, confers upon 
them also a more general import. Finally, the enumeration of all these different clauses will 
render it easier to gain a comprehensive idea of the problems which arose in the special sphere 
of communications in connection with the general settlement that took place after the first World 
War. -

Geneva, March 1945. 
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CONVENTIONS AND AGREEMENTS 

:1. FREEDOM OF TRANSIT 

1921 
I. CONVENTION AND STATUTE ON FREEDOM OF TRANSIT. Barcelona, April 20th, 1921 (in force 

since October 31st, 1922). 

Parties: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Chile, Czechoslovaki~, ~anzig, Denmark, 
Estonia Finland France (and Syria and Lebanon), Germany, Great Bntam (and Federated 
Malay States, N~n-Federated Malay States, Newfoundland), Greece, Hungary, India, Ir:'ln, 
Iraq, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Luxemburg, The Netherlands. (and ~he Netherlan~ Indres, 
Surinam, Cura~ao), New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Roumama, Sparn, Sweden, Swrtzerland, 
Thailand, Turkey, Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. VII, p. II.) 

2. MARITIME NAVIGATION AND PORTS 

1857 
2. TREATY CONCERNING THE REDEMPTION OF THE NAVIGATION DUES IN THE SUND, with PRO­

TOCOL. Copenhagen, March qth, 1857 (in force since April Ist, 1857). 

Parties: Austria, Belgium, Bremen, Denmark, France, Great Britain, Hamburg, Hanover, 
Lubeck, Mecklemburg, The Netherlands, Norway, Oldenburg, Prussia, Russia, Sweden. 
(De Martens IV, 16. 2, p. 345 (F).) 

N. B. -The following bilateral instruments on the same subject should also be mentioned: 
(1) CoNVENTION between the United States and Denmark concerning the ABOLITION 

OF NAVIGATION DUES IN THE SUND. Washington, April IIth, I857 (in force since 
January Izth, 1858). 
(De Martens IV, I7. I, p. 210 (E).) 

(2) SPECIAL TREATY between Spain and Denmark concerning the ABOLITION OF 
NAVIGATION DUES IN THE SUND. Madrid, February 25th, 1860 (in force since· 
May nth, :r;86o). 
(De Martens IV, 17. I, p. z6o (F).) 

1865 
3· CONVENTION AS TO CAPE SPARTEL LIGHTHOUSE. Tangier, May 31st, 1865 (in force since 

February 14th, I867). 

Parties: Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Morocco, The Nether­
lands, Norway, Portugal, Russia, Spain, Sweden, United States. 
(Malloy I, p. 1217 (E); De Martens IV, 20, p. 350 (F).) 

1888 . 
4· CONVENTION RESPECTING THE FREE NAVIGATION ON THE SUEZ MARITIME CANAL. Constanti­

nople, October 29th, 1888 (in force since December 22nd, 1888). 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, Great Britain Italy, The Netherlands, 
Russia, Spain, Turkey., · ' 
(A.].l.L. Suppl. 3, p. 123 (E); De Martens VI, 15, p. 557 (F).) 

1889 
!!· FINAL ACT OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARINE CONFERENCE. Washington, December 31st, I88g 

(came into force upon signature on December 31st, I88g). 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Brazil, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, Guatemala, Hawaii, Honduras, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Russia, Siam, Spain, Sweden, United States, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 
(Brit. & For. State Papers 81, p. 705 (E).) 

.1895 
6. EXCHANGE OF NOTES REGARDING RETROCESSION OF LIAOTUNG PENINSULA (FENG TIEN) AND 

• THE NAVIGATION OF THE STRAITS OF FORMOSA. Tokio October 18th 1895 (in force since 
October 18th, 18g5). ' ' 

Parties: France, Germany, Japan, Russia. 
(MacMurray I, p. 53 (E).) 
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1907 
7· CONVENTION RELATING TO mE STATUS OF ENEMY MERCHANT SHIPS ON THE OUTBREAK OF 

• HosTILITIES. The Hague, October r8th, 1907 (in force since November 27th, rgog). 
Parties: Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Brazil, Cuba, Denmark, Ethio:pia, F~nd, France, 

Germany, Great Britain, Guatemala, Haiti, Japan, Luxemburg, Mexxco, Nxca~agua, 'f!le 
Netherlands, Norway, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Russia, Salvador, Sxam, SpaiD, 
Sweden, Switzerland. 
(Par&. Papers Igio, Cmd. 5031, p. IOI (E); De Martens VII, 3, p. 533 (F).) 

8. CONVENTION RELATING TO THE CoNVERSION OF MERCHANT VESSELS INTO WARSHIPS. The 
Hague, October I8th, 1907 (in force since November 27th, rgog). 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, Ethiopi3;, Fi~and, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, Guatemala, Haiti, Japan, Luxemburg •. MexiCO, Nxca~gua, T~e 
Netherlands, Norway, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Russta, Salvador, Sxam, Sparn, 
Sweden, Switzerland. 
(Part. Papers rgrg, Cmd. 5II5, p. 125 (E); De Martens VII, 3, p. 557 (F).) 

1910 
9· CONVENTION AND PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES OF 

LAW RESPECTING COLLISIONS BETWEEN VESSELS. Brussels, September 23rd, 1910 (in force 
since February Ist, I913). · 

Parties: Argentine, Australia, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Danzig, 
Denmark, Egypt, France; Germany, Great Britain, Greece, India, Italy (and Italian colonies), 
Japan, Latvia, Mexico, The Netherlands, Newfoundland, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal (and Portuguese colonies), Roumania, Russia, Sweden, Uruguay. 
(Parl. Papers 1913, Cmd. 6677 (E); Pol. Treat. Ser. 1938, p. 332 (F).) 

IO. CoNVENTION AND PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE FOR THE UNIFICATION· OF CERTAIN RULES OF 
LAW WITH RESPECT TO ASSISTANCE AND SALVAGE AT SEA. Brussels, September 23rd, 1910 
(in force since February rst, 1913). 

Parties: Argentine,' Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Danzig, Denmark, 
Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain (for colonies, protectorates,. 
mandates, etc., see list in U.S.A. Treaty Series, p. 2943), Greece, India, Italy (and Italian 
colonies), Japan, Latvia, Mexico, The Netherlands, Newfoundland, New Zealand, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal (and Portuguese colonies), Roumania, Russia, Spain, Sweden, United 
States, Uruguay, Yougoslavia. 
(U.S.A. Treaty Series, p. 2943 (E); Pol. Treat. Ser. 1938, p. 346 (F).) 

1911 
II. CoNVENTION CONCERNING CoASTING TRADE. Guatemala, January I8th, I9II (in force since 

March rgth, 1912). • 
Parties: Costa Rica, Guatemal{, Honduras, Nicaragua, Salvador. 

(Col. Trata. Guatemala III, p. 461 (Spanish).) 

1912 
12. CONVENTION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF MARITIME COMMUNICATIONS IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 

Managua, January :roth, 1912 (in force since February S,th, 1912). · 
Parties; Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Salvador. 

(A.J.I.L. J, p. 38 (E).) 
1920 

13. CONVENTION FIXING THE MINIMUM AGEi FOR ADMISSION OF CHILDREN TO EMPLOYMENT 
AT SEA. Genoa, ]illy 9th, 1920 (in force since September 27th, 1921). 

Parties: Argentine, A~stralia, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, 
Hungary, .Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Luxemburg, The Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Poland, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 
(I.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I937. p. 42 (E) and p. 43 (F).) • · 
N. B.- Partially revised in 1936 (see No. 49): 

14. CoNVENTION CONCERNING UNEMPLOYMENT INDEMNITY IN CASE OF LOSS OR FOUNDERING 
OF THE SHIP. Genoa, ]illy 9th, 1920 (in force since March r6th, 1923) . 

. Parties: ~rgentine, Australia (and_ New Guinea, Papua), Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Ch1le, Coloi?bia, Cuba, Denma~k, Estoma, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Ireland, 
Italy, LatVIa, Luxemburg, Mex1co, ~he Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Poland, Roumania, 
Spam, Sweden, Uruguay, YugoslaVIa. 
(I.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I937. p. 45 (E) and p. 47 (F).) 

15. CONVENTION FOR ESTABLISHING FACILITIES FOR FINDING EMPLOYMENT FOR SEAMEN 
Genoa, Jilly roth, 1920 (in force since November 23rd, 1921). · 

P_arties_: Argentine, Australia, Belgium, Billgaria, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Denmark, , 
Estoma, Finlan~, France, Germany, Greece, Ital~, Japan, Latvia, Luxemburg, Mexico, 
New Zeal!ind, N1caragua, Norway, Poland, Roumama, Spain, Sweden, Uruguay, Yugoslavia. 
(I.L;O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I9J7, p. 48 (E) and p. 49 (F).) 
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1921 

I6. DECLARATION RECOGNISING THE RIGHT TO A FLAG OF STATES HAYING NO SEA-COAST. ~ar-
celona, April zoth, 1921 (came into force upon signature on April 20th, 1921). · 

Parties: Albania, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Czechoslovakia, 
Danzig, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, G~eat Britain (and Newfoundland), 
Greece, Hungary, India, Iraq, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Mexico, The Netherlan~s (and ~he Nether­
lands Indies, Surinam, Curayao), New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Roumama, ?pam, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa, U.S.S.R., Yugoslavia. 

(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. VII, p. 73.) 

17. CONVENTION CONCERNING THE COMPULSORY MEDICAL EXAMINATION OF CHILDREN AND 
YoUNG PERSONS EMPLOYED AT SEA. Geneva, November uth, 1921 (in force since November 
zoth, 1922). · 

Parties: Argentine, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Cuba, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, ~{ungary, 
India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Luxemburg, Mexico, The Netherlands, Nicaragua, 
Poland; Roumania, Spain, Sweden, U~guay, Yugoslavia. 

(I.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I937. p. 75 (E) and p. 78 (F).) 

18. CONVENTION FIXING THE MINIMUM AGE FOR THE ADMISSION OF YOUNG PERSONS TO EMPLOY­
MENT AS TRIMMERS AND STOKERS. Geneva, November nth, 1921 (in force since November 
20th, 1922). 

Parties: Argentine, Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Cuba, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, India, 
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Luxemburg, The Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Poland, 
Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Uruguay, Yugoslavia. 

· (I.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I937. p. 72 (E) and p. 75 (F).) 

1923 

19. CONVENTION AND STATUTE ON THE INTERNATIONAL REGIME OF MARITIME PORTS and PRO­
TOCOL OF SIGNATURE. Geneva, December 9th, 1923 (in force since July 26th, 1926). 

.. 

Parties: Australia, . Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Estonia, France, 
Germany, Great Britain (for colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in L.O.N. Treat. 
Ser. LVIII, p. 288), Greece, Hungary, India, Iraq~. Italy, Japan, Mexico, The Netherlands 
(and the Netherlands Indies, Surinam, Curayao), New Zealand (and Western Samoa), 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Yugoslavia. 

(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. LVIII, p. 285.) 

• 
1924 

20. PRO':SIONS CONC;ERNING THE PoRT OF MEMEL. (Annexes II and III to the Convention con­
cernmg the Temtory of Memel). Paris, Mayt8th, 1924 (in force since August 25th, 1925). 

Parties: British Empire, France, Italy, Japan, Lithuanip.. ~ 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XXIX, p. 86.) 

. 
21. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES RELATING TO THE 

LIMITATION OF THE LIABIJ.ITY OF OWNERS OF SEA-GOING VESSELS, With PROTOCOL OF 
SIGNATURE. Brussels, August 25th, 1924 (in force since June znd, 1931). . . 

Parties: Belgium, .Brazil, Denmark, Finland, France, Hungary, Italy, Monaco, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Spam, Sweden. 

(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXX, p. 123.) 

22. lNTERNATIONAI: CONVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES RELATING TO BILLS 
OF LADING, With PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE. Brussels August 25th 1924 (in force since 
June 2nd, 1931). ' ' 

B . I:arties: Belgi~, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France (and Algeria), Germany, Great 
rtam (~d ~cens1on, St. Helena, Sarawak; and for other colonies, protectorates, mandates, 

.elanc., see t m L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXX, PP: 156-1~8), Hungary, Italy, Monaco, The Nether­
ds, Norway, Poland, Portugal, RouiDania, Spam, Sweden, United States. 

(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXX, p. 155.) 
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1926 
23. CONVENTION CONCERNING THE SEAWORTHINESS AND THE EQUIPMENT OF SHIPS. Copenhagen, 

• January 28th, 1926 (in force since June 17th, 1926). 
Parties: Denmark and Iceland, Finland, The Netherlands, Norway, Sweden. 

(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. LI, p. 9, and LXXII, p. 470 (amendments).) 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES RELATING TO 
MARITIME LIENS AND MORTGAGES, with PROTOCOL OF SIGNATPRE. Brussels, April 10th, 
1926 (in force since June 2nd, 1931). 

Parties: Belgium, Brazil, Denmark ~nd Iceland, Estonia, Finland, France (and Algeria), 
Hungary, Monaco, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, Sweden. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXX, p. r87.) 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES RELATING TO THE 
IMMUNITY OF STATE-OWNED VESSELS. Brussels, April 10th, 1926. ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL. 
Brussels, May 24th, 1934 (in force since January 8th, 1937). 

Parties: Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Egypt, Estonia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Mexico, 
The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies, Surinam and Cura9ao), Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Roumania, Sweden. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXXVI, p. 199.) 

26. CONVENTION CONCERNING THE SIMPLIFICATION OF THE INSPECTION OF EMIGRANTS ON BOARD 
SHIP. Geneva, June 5th, 1926 (in force since December 29th, 1927). 

Parties: Albania, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, 
Finland, France, .. Great Britain, Hungary, India, Ireland, Japan, Luxemburg, Mexico, The 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Sweden, Uruguay, Venezuela. 
(l.L.O. Conv. ana Recom. I9I9-I937. p. II2 (E) and p. 114 (F).) 

27. INTERNATIONAL SANITARY CONVENTION. Paris, June 2rst, 1926 (concerning principally 
sanitary measures for maritime shipping) (in force since May 22nd, 1928). 

Parties: Afghanistan, Australia (and New Guinea, Papua), Belgium (and Belgian Congo), 
Brazil, Canada, Chili, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France (and Algeria, 
Morocco, Tunisia, French East Africa, French West Africa, Indo-China, Syria and Lebanon; 
for other colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in L.O.N. Treat. Ser. LXXVIII, 
p. 232), Germany, Great Britain (for colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in 
Bull. O.I.H.P., January 1940, p. 5), Greece, Hungary, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxem­
burg, Mexico, Monaco, The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies), New Zealand ·(and 
Western Samoa), Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Salvador, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Turkey, 
Union of South Africa, U.S.S.R., Un.ited States, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat: Ser. LXXVII!, p. 229-349.) 

Notes: 
(r) On October 31st, 1938, a Convention was concluded in Paris, transferring to 

the Health Services of the Egyptian Government the functions previously 
vested in "The Sanitary, Maritime and Quarantine Board of Egypt" by the 
Convention of 1926 (in force since July 24th, 1939; source: L.O.N. Treat. 
Ser. CXCVIII, p. 205). 

(2) On January r5th, 1945, a ~anitary Convention, concluded under the. auspices 
of U.N.~.R:A. iii; September 1944, came into force for eighteen months. This 
conventwn 1s des1gned to amend the Convention above mentioned and transfers 
to U.N.R.R.A. the functions of the International Public Health Office. (Annex I 
to. [U.N.R.R.A.] Report of Committee on Procedure, Council II, doc. 247 C 
(44) 27.) 

· Parties: China, Ecuador, France, Great Britain, Greece Haiti Honduras 
Luxemburg, Nicaragua, Poland, Union of South Africa. . ' ' ' 

28. C?NVENTI?N CONCERNING THE REPATRIATION OF SEAMEN. Geneva, June 23rd, 1926 (in force 
smce April r6th, 1928). 

· Parties: Bel~um, Bulgaria, China,_ ColoJ?bia, Cuba, Estonia, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy {and colomes), Luxemburg, MeXlco, Nicaragua, Poland, Spain, Uruguay, Yugoslavia. 
(I.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I9J7, p. 123 (E) and p. 125 (F).) 

29. C?NVENTI~N CONC~RNING SEAMEN'S ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT. Geneva June 24th rgz6 
(m force smce April 4th, 1928). ' ' 

·F Parties: Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Chine Colombia Cuba Estonia 
T~an~, ~ermany, Great Britain, IJ?-dia, Ireland, Italy (and colo~ies), Lux~mburg, Mexico· • 

Y 
e 

1
et _erlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Poland Spain Uruguay Venezuela' 

ugos aVJa. ' ' ' ' 
(Ij.0. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I937. p. II7 (E) and p. ug (F).) 
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1928 
CoNVENTION ON MARITIME NEUTRALITY. Habana, February 20th, 1928 (in force since 

JO. January 12th, 1931). ~ 
Parties: Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Nicaragua, Panama, United 

States. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXXV, p. 187.) 

1929 
JI. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA (with REGULATIONS and 

"SIMLA RuLES"). London, May JISt, 1929 (in force since January xst, 1933). 

Parties: Argentine, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Danzig, 
Denmark (and Iceland), Egypt, Estonia~ Finland, France (and Indo-China), Gern:any, Great 
Britain (and Burma, Hong-Kong, Stra1ts Settlements), Greece, Hungary, India, Ireland, 
Italy (and Erythrea, Libya, Somaliland and Islands of the lEgean Sea), Japan (and 
Chosen Taiwan, Kwantung), The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies), New Zealand, 
Norway, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, U.S.S.R., United States, 
Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXXVI, p. Sr.) 

32. CONVENTION CONCERNING THE MARKING OF THE WEIGHT ON HEAVY PACKAGES TRft:NSPORTED 
BY VESSELS. Geneva, June 21st, 1929 (in force since March gth, 1932). 

Parties: Australia (and Nauru), Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, 
Ireland, Italy, Japan (and Chosen, Taiwan, Karafuto, Kwantung and South Sea Islands 
under Japanese mandate), Lithuania, Luxemburg, Mexico, The Netherlands, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Union of South Africa, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 
{l.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I9J7, p. 163 (E) and p. 167 (F).) 

33· CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROTECTION AGAINST ACCIDENTS OF WORKERS EMPLOYED 
IN LOADING OR UNLOADING SHIPS. Geneva, June 21st, 1929 (in force since April Ist, 1932). 

Parties: Ireland, Luxemburg, Nicaragua. 
(I.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I9J7, p. 166 (E) and p. 171 (F).) 

N. B.- Partially revised in 1932, see No. 39· 

1930 
34· INTERNATIONAL LOAD LINE CONVENTION, with FINAL PROTOCOL. London, July 5th, 1930 

(in force since January Ist, 1933). 

Parties: Argentine, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Cuba, 
Danzig, Denmark (and Iceland), Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France (and Indo-China), Germany, 
Great Britain (and Newfoundland), Greece, Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan (and 
Chosen, Taiwan, Kwantung), Latvia, Mexico, The-Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies 
and Cura<;ao), New Zealand. (and Western Samoa), Norway, Panama, Peru, Poland, 
Portugal,_ Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, U.S.S.R., United States, Uruguay, 
YugoslaVIa. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXXV, p. 301.) 

35· AGREEMENT CONCERNING MARITIME SIGNALS .. ~Lisbon, October 23rd, 1930 (in force since 
November 22nd, 1931). 

Parties: ~elgium, Brazil, China, Danzig, Finland, France (and Morocco, Tunisia; and 
for other colo:nes, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXLII, p. 379). 
Greece, LatVIa, Monaco, The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies) Poland Portugal 
Roumania, Spain, Turkey, U.S.S.R., Yugoslavia. ' ' ' 
(L.O.N. Treat; Ser. CXXV, p. 95.) 

36. AGREEMENT CONCERNING MANNED LIGHTSHIPS NOT ON THEIR STATIONS Lisbon, October 
23rd, 1930 (in force since January 21st, 1931). . · 

Parties: ~~lgium, Brazil, China, Danzig, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France (and 
¥orocco, Tums1a; and for other colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in L.O.N. 
Tha~ St~· ~X~II(, P· 37I), Great Britain (and Burma), Greece, India, Iraq, Latvia, Monaco, 
T ek e Uer5a

5
n s and the N_etherlands Indies), Poland, Portugal, Roumama, Spain, Sweden, 

ur ey, ... R., YugoslaVIa. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXII, p. 21.) 

37· INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION C M . . 
., RE S L d ONCERNING THE AINTE~ANCE OF CERTAIN LIGHTS IN THE 

D EA. on on, December 16th, 1930 (not yet in force). 

(M s;gn;:.~es: France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Japan, The Netherlands. 
an ey uu.son V, p. 853 (E) and (F).) 
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1931 
38. BRITISH CoMMONWEALTH MERCHANT SHIPPING AGREEMENT. London, December roth, 1931 

• (in force since December roth, 1931). . 

Parties: Australia, Canada, Great Britain, Ireland, Newfoundland, New Zealand, Union 
of South Africa (applies to" all territories administered under the authority of the Government 
of any part of the Commonwealth"). ' 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXIX, p. 177.) 

1932 
39· CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROTECTION AGAINST ACCIDENTS OF WORKERS EMPLOYED 

IN LOADING OR UNLOADING SHIPS (revised 1932). Geneva, April 27th, 1932 (in force since 
October 30th, 1934). 

Parties: Chile, China, Great Britain, Italy, Mexico, New Zealand, Spain, Sweden, Uruguay. 
(l.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I937• p. 2II (E) and p. 220 (F).) 

N. B.- A partial revision of the Convention on the same subject of 1929 (No. 33) which 
remains in force for those countries which have not become parties to the present Con­
vention of 1932. 

40. FINAL PROTOCOL OF A CONFERENCE ON RADIO-BEACONS ON THE CoASTS OF THE BALTIC SEA, 
THE CATTEGAT AND THE SKAGERAK. Stockholm, May 25th, 1932 (in force since August rst, 
1932). 

Parties: Danzig, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Norway, Poland, 
Sweden, U.S.S.R. 
(De Martens III, ~g. p. 812 (E).) 

1934 
41. CONVENTION RELATING TO THE TONNAGE MEASUREMENT OF MERCHANT SHIPS. Warsaw, 

· April 6th, 1934 (in force since April 20th, 1935). 

42. 

Parties: Australia, Canada, Danzig, Great Britain, India, New Zealand, Poland. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXIII, p. r85.) 

INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENT CONCERNING THE CHARACTERISTICS OF MARITIME RADIO­
BEACONS ON THE COASTS OF THE WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN AND THE ATLANTIC, FROM THE 
MOUTH OF THE LOIRE TO THE SOUTHERN FRONTIER OF RIO DE ORO. Bordeaux, April 28th, 
1934 (in force since January rst, 1935). 

Parties: France (and Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia), International Commission of the Cape 
Spartel Light, Italy (and Cyrenaica, Tripolitania), Portugal, Spain (and the Spanish Zone 
of Morocco). 
(Manley Hudson VI, p. 85r (F).) 

43· AGREEMENT FOR DISPENSING WITH CONSULAR VISAS ON BILLS OF HEALTH. Paris, December 
22nd, 1934 (in force since April rst, 1935). 

Parties: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, 
Great Britain (for colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in De Martens XXXVI, 
p. gxg), Greece, Hungary, India, Iraq, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Monaco The Netherlands 
(an~ the Netherland~ Indies, Surinam), New Zealand, Norway, Roumani~, Sweden, Turkey, 
Umon of S~uth Afnca (and South West Africa), U.S.S.R., Yugoslavia. . 
(L.O.N. Treat. $er. CLXXXIII, p. 145.) 

44• AGREEMENT FOR DISPENSING WITH BILLS OF HEALTH. Paris, December 22nd 1934 (in force 
since April rst, 1935). ' 

45· 

Parties: Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Germany, Great Britain (for colonies 
protectorates, mandates, etc., see list .in De Martens XXXVI, p. gr8), Greece, Italy, Th~ 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, Umon of South Africa (and South West Africa), U.S.S.R. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXXXIII, p. 154.) 

1936 
AGREEMENT FOR A UNIFORM SYSTE!Ii OF MARITIME BUOY AGE, and RULES ANNEXED THERET 
Geneva, May 13th, 1936 (not yet m force). 0 · 

M 
SignaStures not yet perfected by ratification: China, Estonia France (and Morocco Turu'si'a) 

onaco, weden, U.S.S.R. ' • , 

1 Defini~ive signatures ~nd accessions: Belgium, Egypt, Finland, Great Britain, India, 
ran, LatVIa, Turkey, Umon of South Africa {and South West Africa) 

(LJ.N.Doc. C.26z(z). M.I54 (x).I936. VIII, (E) and (F).) , 
A 



46. CoNVENTION REGARDING THE REGIME OF THE STRAITS with ANNEXES and PROTOCOL. 
1\fontreux, July 20th, 1936 (in force since November 9th, 1936). 

Parties: Australia, Bulgaria, France, Great Britain (and all parts o.f the British ErriJ;fire 
which are not separate Members of the L.O.N.), Greece, Japan, Roumarua, Turkey, U.S.S;R., 
Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXXIII, p. 213.) 

47· CoNVENTION CONCERNING THE MINiMUM REQUIREMENT OF PROFESSIONAL CAPACITY FOR 
MASTERS AND OFFICERS ON BoARD MERCHANT SHIPS. Geneva, October 24th, 1936 (in force 
since March 29th, 1939). · 

Parties: Belgium, Brazil, Denmark (and possessions, except Greenland), Egypt, Estonia, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, United States. 
(l.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I937, p. 385 (E) and p. 399 (F).) 

48. CONVENTION CONCERNING THE LIABILITY OF THE SHIPOWNER IN CASE OF SICKNESS, INJURY 
oR DEATH OF SEAMEN. Geneva, October 24th, 1936 (in force since October 29th, 1939). 

Parties: Belgium, Mexico, l)nited States. 
(l.L.O. Conv. antl Recom. I9I9-I937, p. 395 (E) and p. 409 (F).) 

49· CONVENTION FIXING THE MINIMUM AGE FOR THE ADMISSION OF CHILDREN TO EMPLOYMENT 
AT SEA (revised 1936). Geneva, October 24th, 1936 (in force since April nth, 1939). 

Parties: Belgium, Brazil, Iraq, Norway, Sweden, United States. 
(I.L.O. Conv. antl Recom. I9I9-I937, p. 419 (E) and p. 434 (F).) 

N. B.- A partial revision of the Convention on the same subject of 1920 (No. 13), which 
remains in force, in its original text, for those countries which have not become parties 
to the present Convention. 

50. CONVENTION CONCERNING HOURS OF WORK ON BOARD SHIPS AND MANNING. Adopted at 
Geneva by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation, October 24th, 
1936 (not yet in force). 

Ratifications: Australia, Belgium, Sweden, United States. 
(l.L.O. Conv. and Recom.I9I9-I937, p. 406 (E) and p. 421 (F).) 

51. CONVENTION CONCERNING SICKNESS INSURANCE FOR SEAMEN. Adopted at Geneva by the 
General Conference of the International Labour Organisation, October 24th, 1936 (not yet 
in force). 

Ratifications: None. 
(l.L.O. Conv. a1ul Recom. I9I9-I937, p. 401 (E) and p. 416 (F).) 

52. CONVENTION CONCERNING ANNUAL HOLIDAYS WITH PAY FOR SEAMEN. Adopted at Geneva 
by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation, October 24th, 1936 
(not yet in force). 

Ratifications: Belgium, Mexico, United States. 
(I.L.O. Conv. and Recom. I9I9-I937· p. 389 (E) and p. 404 (F).) 

3. INLAND NAVIGATION 

1856 
53· TREATY OF PEACE, signed at Paris on March 30th, 1856 (ARTiCLES IS to I9 of this Treaty 

concern NAVIGATION ON THE DANUBE AND ESTABLISH THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF THE 
DANUBE) (in force since April 27th, 1856). 

Parties: Austria, France, Great Britain, Prussia, Russia, Sardinia, Turkey. 
(De Martens IV, 15, p. 770 (F).) 

N. B. - Partially modified by: 

No. 57 (extension of the jurisdiction of the European Commission as far as Galatz; 
admission of Roumania) ; . . 

No. 59 (extension of the jurisdiction of the European Comniission as far as Braila and 
prolongation of the Commission's mandate); 

Nos. 69 and So (composition o~ the European Commission). 

1865 
54• PUBLIC ACT AND REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF THE DANUBE 

November 2nd, 1865 (in force since March 28th, I866). · 
Galatz, 

. Parties: Austria, France, Great Britain, Italy, Prussia, Russia, Turkey. 
(Brd. & For; State Papers 55, p. 93 (E); De Martens IV, IS, p. 144 (F).) 
N. B.- Partially modified by Nos. 58 and So, 
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1867 . 
55· INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS RELATING TO NAVIGATION ON LAKE CoNSTANCE, followed by 

,a_ FINAL PROTOCOL. Bregenz, September 22nd, 1867 (in force since March rst, 1868). 

· · Parties: Austria, Baden, Bavaria, Switzerland, Wurtemberg. 
(De Martens IV, 20, p. II7 (German).) 

N. B.- Supplemented by Nos. 62 and 64. 

1868 
56. REVISED CONVENTION FOR NAVIGATION ON THE RHINE, followed by a CLOSING PROTOCOL. 

Mannheim, October 17th, r868 (in force since April 17th, r869). . 
Parties: Baden, Bavaria, Belgium, France, Great Britain, Hesse, Italy, The Netherlands, 

Prussia, Switzerland. 
(Hertslet 3, p. 1847 (E); De Martens IV, 20, p. 355 (F).) 

N. B.- Partially modified by Nos. 6o and J'I. 

1878 
57· TREATY OF BERLIN of July 13th, 1878 (Articles 52 to 57 concern navigation on the Danube) 

(in force since August grd, 1878). · 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Russie, Turkey. 
(De Martms VI, 3, p. 449 (F).) 

N. B. - Modifies No. 53; is modified by Nos. 58 and 59· 

1881 
58. ADDITIONAL ACT to the PUBLIC AcT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF THE DANUBE, of 

November 2nd, 1865, concerning NAVIGATION IN THE MOUTHS OF THE DANUBE. Galatz, 
.May 28th, r88I (in force since May 2oth, r882). 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Roumania, Russia, 
Turkey. 
(Hertslet 4, p. 3053 (E); De Martens VI, 8, p. 207 (F).) 

N. B.- Modifies Nos. 54 and 57; is modified by No. 8o. 

1883 
59· TREATY CONCERNING NAVIGATION ON THE DANUBE, followed by NAVIGATION AND RIVER 

POLICE REGULATIONS. London, March roth, 1883 (in force since October 25th, 1883). 
Parties: Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Russia, Turkey. 

(De Martens VI, 9, p. 392 (F).) • 

N. B. -Modifies Nos. 53 and 57· 
1895 

60. ADDITIONAL ARTICLE to the REVISED CONVENTION FOR NAVIGATION ON THE RHINE of October 
17th, 1868. Mannheim, September r8th, 1895 (in force since May 27th, 1898). 

Parties: Alsace-Lorraine, Baden, Bavaria, Hesse, The Netherlands, Prussia. 
(De Martens VII, 2, p. 796 (German).) 

N. B.- Modifies No. 56. 
1898 

61. CONVENTION· REGARDING THE MEASUREMENT OF VESSELS EMPLOYED IN INLAND NAVIGATION. 
Brussels, February 4th, 1898 (in force since January 30th, 1899). 

Parties: Belgium, France, Germany, The Netherlands. 
(De Martens VI, 28, p. 733 (F).) 

N. B.- Modified by No. 63. 
1899 

62. ~OTOCOL REVISING THE INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS of September 22nd 1867 concerning 
AVIGATI.ON ON LA~E CONSTANCE. Constance, April 8th, 1899 (in force sin~e May ISt, xgoo). 

Part~es: Austna-Hungary, Baden, Bavaria, Switzerland, Wurtemberg. · 
(De Martens VI, 30, p. 206 (German).) 

N. B.- Modifies No. 55; supplemented by No. 64. 

1908 
63. SUPPLEMENTARY ARRANGEMENT TO THE CONVENTION OF FEBRUA • 

THE M;EASUREMENT OF VESSELS EMPLOYED IN INLAND N R.Y 4TH, I8g~, CONCERNING 
1908 (m force since January Ist, 1909). . AVIGATION, made public on June xst, 

Parties: Belgium, France, Germany, The Netherlands. 
(De Martens VII, 4, p. 270 (F).) 

N. B;.- Modifies No. 61. 
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1909 
64. INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS CONCERNING -NAVIGATION ON LAKE CONSTANCE. Revision 

effected at Stuttgart on December 29th, 1909 (in force since January rst, rgro). 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, ·Baden, Bavaria, Switzerland, Wurtemberg. 

(De Martens VII, 7, p. 435 (German).) 

N. B. - Supplements Nos. 55 and· 62 .. 

1912 
65. \VHANGPOO CONSERVANCY AGREEMENT. Peking, April gth, 1912 (came into force Upon 

signature on April gth, 1912). 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Ch~a, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, 
Japan, The Netherlands, Russia, Spain, United States. 

(MacMurray II, p. 954 (E).) 
1919 

66. CONVEN"TION REVISING THE GENERAL ACT OF BERLIN, February 26th, 1885, and the GENERAL 
ACT AND DECLARATION OF BRUSSELS, July 2nd, 1890. Saint-Germain-en-Laye, September 
roth, 1919 (in force since July 31st, 1920) (concerns mainly communications and transit 
facilities in Africa). 

.. 

Parties: Belgium, British Empire, Ethiopia, France, Japan, Portugal. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. VIII, p. 25.) 

N. B.- Replaces the instruments mentioned in its title. 

1921 
67. CONVENTION AND STATUTE ON THE REGIME OF NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS OF INTERNATIONAL 

CONCERN. Barcelona, April 2oth, 1921 (in force since October Jist, 1922). . 

Parties: Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Great Britain (and Federated Malay States, Non-Federated Malay States, Palestine, New-. 
foundland), Greece, Hungary, India, Italy, Luxemburg, New Zealand, Norway, Roumania, 
.Sweden, Thailand, Turkey. · 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. VII, p. J5.) 

68. ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON THE REGIME OF NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS 
OF INTERNATIONAL CoNCERN. Barcelona, April 2oth, 1921 (in force since October Jist, 1922). 

Parties: Albania, Austria, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, Great Britain (and 
Federated Malay States, Non-Federated Malay States, Palestine, Bermuda; and for other 
colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XI," pp. 406 to 410), 
Greece, Hungary, India, Luxemburg, New Zealand, Norway, Roumania, Sweden, Thailand, 
Turkey. 

(L.O.N.- Treat. Ser. VII, p. 65.) 

69. CONVENTION AND FINAL PROTOCOL INSTITUTING THE DEFINITIVE STATUTE OF THE DANUBE. 
Paris, July 23rd, 1921 (in force since October rst, 1922). . 

Parties: Austria, Belgium, ~ulgaria, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Roumama, Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat . .Ser,XXVI, p. 174.) . 

N. B.- Modifies No. 53; is modified by No. So. 

1922 

70. CONVENTION INSTITUTING THE STATUTE OF NAVIGATION OF THE ELBE and FINAL PROTOCOL. 
Dresden, February 22nd, 1922 (in force since October rst, rg2J). 

Parties: Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XXVI, p. 219.) 

N. B.- Supplemented by No. 72. 

71
· CoN':EN~ON conclude~ between the States represented on the Central Commission for the 

' NaVIgation On the Rhine, RELATIVE TO THE REGULATIONS FOR RHINE NAVIGATION CERTIFI­
~TE~ D Stras~urg, December 14th, 1922, with ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL appertaining thereto 
Slglle ecem er 22nd, 1923 (in force since July 8th, 1925) . 

· Parties: Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, The Netherlands, Switzerland. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XXXVI, p. 457.) 

N. B. -Modifies No. 56. 
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1923 . 
72. CONVENTION SUPPLEMENTARY TO THE STAT?TE OF N~VIGATIO~ OF THE ELBE, with CLOSING 

; PROTOCOL. Prague, January 27th, 1923 (m force smce April xst, 1924). 
. Parties: Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy . 
. (L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XXVI, p. 253.) 
N. B. -Supplements No. 70. 

73· REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE ATTRIBUTI~NS.AND FUNCTIONING OF THE PERMANEN!TECH• 
NICAL HYDRAULIC SYSTEM COMMISSION OF THE DANUBE. Paris, May 25th; "1923 (m force 
since September 30th, 1924). . 

Parties: Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Roumania, Yugoslavia. 
(Manley Hudson II, p. 1023 (F).) 

74· CONVENTION APPROVING THE REGULATIONS OF.THE PERMANENT TECHNICAL HYDRAULIC SYSTEM 
CoMMISSION OF THE DANUBE. Paris, May 27th, 1923 (in force since September 30th, 1924). 

75· 

77· 

Parties: Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Roumania, Yugoslavia. 
(Manley Hudson II,. p. 1022 (F).) 

1925 
CONVENTION REGARDING THE MEASUREMENT OF VESSELS EMPLOYED IN INLAND NAVIGATION, 
and PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE. Paris, November 27th, 1925 (in force since October 1st, 1927). 

Parties: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Greece, Hungary, Italy, The Netherlands, Poland, Roumania, Spain, Switzerland, 
Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. LXVI!•· p. 63.) 

1930 • 
CONVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES CONCERNING CoLLISION IN INLAND 
NAVIGATION, with PROTOCOL-ANNEX. Geneva, December gth, 1930 (not yet in force). 

Signatures or accessions not yet perfected by ratification: Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxemburg, The Netherlands, Poland, Roumania, Switzerland, 
Yugoslavia. 

Definitive ratifications or accessions: France, Portugal. 
(L.O.N. 0.]. 1931, No.3, p. 642 (E) (F).) 

CONVENTION ON THE REGISTRATION OF INLAND NAVIGATION VESSELS, RIGHTS IN REM -OVER 
SUCH VESSELS AND OTHER COGNATE QUESTIONS, with PROTOCOL-ANNEX. Geneva, December 
9th, 1930 (not yet in force). 

Signatures or accessions not yet perfected by ratification: Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxemburg, The Netherlands, Poland, Switzerland, Yugoslavia. 

Ratification: France. • 
(L.O.N. O.J. 1931, No.3, p. 646 (E) (F).) 

CoNVENTION ON ADMINISTRATIVE MEASURES FOR ATTESTING THE RIGHT oF INLAND NAviGA­
?ON VESSELS TO A FLAG, with PROTOCOL-ANNEX. Geneva, December gth, "1930 (not ·yet · 
m force). 

Signatures not yet perfected by ratificatifn: Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary~ 
Italy, Luxemburg, Poland, Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. 0.]. 1931, No. 3, p. 669 (E) (F).) 

1939 
79• INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION REGULATING THE TRANSPORT OF LIQUID FUEL ON INLAND 

WATERWAYS, with REGULATIONS and PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE. The Hague, February Ist, 
1939 (not yet in force). ., . 

Signatures not yet perfected by ratification : Belgium, Germany, The Netherlands, 
Switzerland. 

Ratification: France. 
(F..r. 0.]. of II.VII.1939, p. 8794 (F).) 

~o. ARRANGEMENT between the Governments of Great Britain, of France and of Roumania 
~LA:TIVE TO THE EXERCISE OF THE POWERS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF THE DANUBE 
Smrua, August 18th, 1938. And AGREEMENT RELATIVE TO THE ENTRY OF GERMANY INT~ 

, THJJ: -EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF THE DANUBE, THE ACCESSION OF GERMANY AND ITALY 
lHE ABOVE-MENTIBNED ARRANGEMENT AND THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLES 4 AND 23 OF TH~~ 
RRANGE~ENT. ucharest, March 1st, 1939 (in force since May 13th, 

1939
). 

Part~es: France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Roumania. · 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXCVI, p. II3.) 

. N. B.- Modifies Nos. 53, 54, 58 and 69. . 

8I. AGREEMENT REGARDING CERTAIN QUESTIONS CONNE . 
T() NAVIGATION ON THE RHINE. Brussels A ril CTED WITH. THE REGIME APPLICABLE 
having b~en parti:ury in force since Aprll 3id, i;~9{939 {came mto force on May Ist, .1939, 

Part~es: BelglUm, France, The Netherlands. · 
(L.q_.N. Treat. Ser. CXCV, p. 471 .) 
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4. RAILWAYS 

1907 
82. FINAL PROTOCOL OF THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL CoNFERENCE ON THE TECHNICAL STANDARD­

ISATION OF RAILWAYS CONCERNING THE SEALING OF WAGGONS HAVING TO PASS THROUGH 
THE CusTOMS. Berne,' May 18th, 1907 (in force since July 1st, 1908). 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Bulgaria, D~nmark,_ France, Gern:any, Greece, 
Italy, Luxemburg, The Netherlands, Norway, Roumama, Serb1a, Sweden, Sw1tzerland. 

(De Martens VII, 2, p. 878 (F).) 

83. FINAL PROTOCOL OF THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL 'CoNFERENCE ON THE TECHNICAL STANDARD­
ISATION OF RAILWAYS. Berne, May 18th, 1907 (in force since July Ist, 1908). 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, ·Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Fra?ce, G~rmany, Greece, 
Italy, Luxemburg, The Netherlands, Norway, Roumania, Russia, Serb1a, Sweden, Switzerland. 

(De Martens VII, 2, p. 888 (F).) 

N. B. -Modified by No. 86. 

84. CONVENTION CONCERNING COMMUNICATIONS (PAN-AMERICAN RAILWAY). Washington, 
December zoth, 1907 (in _force since March 1908). 

• 

Parties: Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Salvador. 
(De Martens VII, 3, p. 135 (E) and (Spanish).) 

1909 
85. CoNVENTION CONCERNING THE ST. GoTHARD RAILWAY. Berne, October 13th, 1909 (in force 

since May 1st, 19ro). 

Parties:- Germany, Italy, Switzerland. 
(De Martens VII, 8, p. 195 (F).) 

1912 
86. FINAL PROTOCOL OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION SET UP TO ESTABLISH A UNIVERSAL 

GAUGE FOR GOODS WAGGONS and GENERAL RULES FIXING TRANSVERSAL DIMENSIONS OF 
VEHICLES AND LOADS. Berne, December 14th, 1912 (in force since May 1st, 1914). 

Parties: Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, 
Italy; Luxemburg, The Netherlands, Norwf!.y, Roumania, Russia, Serbia, Sweden, 
Switzerland. 

(Rec. Lois fid. 1914, val. XXX, p. 138 (F).) 

N. B. - Modifies No. 83. 
1923 

87. AGREEMENT between the Republic of Austria, the Kingdom of Hungary, the Kingdom of 
Italy, the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and the Southern Railway Company 
(Siidbahn), drawn up with the concurrence of the Committee representing the Holders of' 
Bonds issued by the above Company WITH A VIEW TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL 
REORGANISATION OF THE SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY'S SYSTEM, with a PROTOCOL OF 
SIGNATURE and a PROVISIONAL PROTOCOL .. Rome, March zgth, 1923 (in force since October 
r6th, 1923). . • ·. _ • · 

Parties: emime~ted in the title of the Agreement. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XXIII, p. 255.) 

88 .. CoNVENTION between the Republic of Austria, the Kingdom of Hungary the Kingdom of 
Italy and the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes FOR THE REGUL~TION OF TRANSIT 
AND COMMUNICATIONS ON THE SYSTEM OF THE DANUBE-SAVE-ADRIATIC RAILWAY CoMPANY 
(formerly the Southern Railway Company). Rome, March 29th, 1923 (in force since October 
16th, 1923). 

Parties: enumerated in the title of the Convention. 
• (L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XXIII; p. 377.) 

8g. CoNVENTION AND STATUTE ON THE INTERNATIONAL REGIME OF RAILWAYS and PROTOCOL 
OF SIGNATURE. Geneva, December 9th, 1923 (in force since March 23rd, rg26) . 

. - Parties,· Austr?-a,. Belgium, J?anzig, Denmark, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, 
· ~ermany, Great Bntam (for colomes, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in L.O.N. Treat . 

er. XLVII, P· 56), Greece, Hungary, In~. Italy, Japan, Latvia, The Netherlands, N~W 
Zealand, Norway, Poland, Roumama, Spam, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, YugoslaVla. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XLVII, p. 55.) 
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1933 
go. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CONCERNING THE TRANSPORT OF GooDS B"Y: RAIL, with ANNEXES, 

signed at Rome, November 23rd, 1933, and PROCES-VERBAL RELAT!NG TO ~HE COMING 
INTO FORCE OF THE CONVENTION, signed at Berne, November 17th, 1937 (m force .smce Oct~ber 
xst, 1938, with the exception of paragraph 3 of Article 6o and Anne:JF. VI, whtch came mto 
force on January xst, 1938). 

Parties: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxemburg, 
The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,Turkey, 
Yugoslavia. 

(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXCII, p. 389.) 

91. INTERNATI9NAL CONVENTION CONCERNING THE TRANSPORT OF PASSENGERS AND BAGGAGE 
BY RAIL,.With ANNEXES, signed at Rome, November 23rd, 1933, and PRods-VERBAL 
RELATING TO THE COMING INTO FORCE OF THE CONVENTION, signed at Berne, November 17th, 
1937 (in force since October 1st, 1938), 

Parties: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Denmark, Estonia, Fin-­
land, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Liechtensteip, Lithuania, Luxem­
burg, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Yugoslavia. 

(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXCII, p. 327.) 
1934 

92. AGREEMENT CONCERNING' ;I'HE ADOPTION OF SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR THE TRANSPORT OF 
Goons CONSIGNED BY RAn: WITH WAY-BILL TO ORDER. Rome, March 31st, 1934 (not yet 
in force, although the number of ratifications necessary has been largely exceeded). 

Ratifications and Accessions: Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, . Danzig, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lieqhtenstein, Luxem­
burg, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 
Yugoslavia. 

(Bttll. Transp. ch. de f., dk 1934, annexe, p. 237 (F).) 

5. ROAD TRAFFIC 

1926 
93· INTERNATIONAL CoNVENTION RELATIVE TO MoTOR TRAFFIC. Paris, April 24th, 1926 (in force 

since October 24th, 1930) . 

. Parties: Albania, Ar~entine,_ Austria, Belgium (and Belgian Congo), Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Chile, Cub~, Czechoslovakia, Danztg, Denmark (and Iceland), Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France 
(for colomes, protectorates, mandates, etc., see lists in L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CVIII, p. 124; 
CLVI, PP: 2~1-222; CLX~V. p. 387; CLXXVII, p. 406; CLXXXI, pp. 390-391), Germany, 
Great Bntarn (for colomes, protectorates, mandates, etc., see lists in L.O.N. Treat. Ser. 
CVIII, p. 124; CLVI, ~P· 221-222; CLXIV, p. 387; CLXXVII, p. 406; CLXXXI, pp. 390-391), 
Greece, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy (and all Italian colonies and possessions) 
Latvia, L!echten~tein, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Monaco, The Netherlands (and the Nether: 
l~nds Indies, Su?nam, Curas:ao), ~orway, ~eru, Poland,, Portugal (and Angola and Mozam­
biqu~), Roumama, Sa~ Marmo, Starn, Spam (and Spantsh Moro~co)-.' Sweden, Switzerland, 
Ta~gter, Turkey, Umon of South Afnca (and the mandated territory of South West 
Afnca), U.S.S.R., Uruguay, Vatican City, Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CVIII, p. 123.) 

94· l:I!TERNATIONAL CONVENTION RELATING TO ROAD TRAFFIC. Paris, April •uth, xg26 (in force 
smce March sth, Ig28). ..... 

Parties: Austria, Bulgaria Chile Cuba E t F (~ · . 
mandates, etc., see lists in L.o.N. _Treat. Ser. xcvrrr~ p. 8:CLVI,

0
;. ~~~0?cfx)[~;cto~es), 

H~~gary, Ir~q. Luxemburg, Monaco, Poland, Portugal (and Angola) R ' · S ' Mp. 3. 9 ' 
Spam, Tangier, Uruguay, Vatican City, Yugoslavia. , oumama, an anno, 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XCVII, p. 83.) 

1930 
95· PAN-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE REG 

October 6th, I9JO (in force since SepteO:b~L~TtiON OF) AUTOMOTIVE TRAFFIC. 
. . s. 1932. 

Parties: Dominican Republic, Ecuador Honduras M . 
(M,pnley Hudson V, p. 786 (E) and (Spanish).) ' exlco, Peru. 

Wasb.fu~on, 
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1931 
96. AGREEMENT BETWEEN CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO FACILITATE THE P~OCEDURE IN 

. THE CASE OF UNDISCHARGED OR LOST TRIPTYCHS. Geneva, March 28th, 1931 (m force since 
June 26th, 1931). 

Parties: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, The Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, U.S.S.R. . 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXIX, p. 47.) 

97· CONVENTION CONCERNING tHE UNIFICATION OF ROAD SIGNALS. Geneva, March 30th, 1931 
(in force since July 16th, 1934). . 

Parties: Austria, Egypt, France (and Algeria), Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Luxemburg, 
Monaco, The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies, Surinam, Cura~ao), Poland, Portugal, 
Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, U.S.S.R. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CL, p. 247.) 

98. CONVENTION ON THE TAXATION OF FOREIGN MoTOR VEHICLES, with PROTOCOL-ANNEX. 
Geneva, March 30th, 1931 (in force since May 9th, 1933). 

Parties: Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, Great Britain (and Newfoundland, 
Southern Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia, Ceylon, Cyprus, Gold Coast, Hong-Kong, Windward 
Islands, Jamaica, Malta, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Palestine, Federated and Non-Federated 
Malay States, Straits Settlements, Kenya, Nyasaland, Uganda, Tanganyika, Zanzibar, 
Trinidad), Greece, Iraq,· Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Luxemburg, The Netherlands (and the 
Netherlands Indies, Surinam, Cura~ao), Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzer­
land, Turkey, U.S.S.R., Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXXVIII, p. 149.) 

1936 
99· CONVENTION ON THE PAN-AMERICAN HIGHWAY, adopted by the Inter-American Conference 

for the Mainten'ance of Peace. Buenos-Aires, December 23rd, 1936 (in force since July 29th, 
1937)-

Parties: Chile, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico,. Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, 
Salvador, United States. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXXXVIII, p. gg.) 

1939 
IOO. CONVENTION CONCERNING THE REGULATION OF HOURS OF WORK AND REST PERIODS IN RoAD 

TRANSPORT. Adopted, at Geneva, by the General Conference of the International Labour 
· ·organisation, june 28th, 1939 (not yet in force). 

Ratification: None. 
(l.L.O. Draft Conv. and Recom. I939, p. 56 (E) and (F).) 

6. AIR NAVIGATION 

1919 
IOI. CoNVENTION RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF AERIAL NAVIGATION Paris, October 13th, 

1919 (in force since July nth, 1922). · 

· Parties: Ar~enti!le, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Czechoslovakia; 
Denmark, ~toma! F~and, France, Great Britain, Greece, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Latvta,• L1bena, The Net~erla1_1ds, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Paraguay, 
Peru, Poland, Portugal, Roumama, S1am, Spain, Sweden Switzerland ·Union of South 
Africa, Uruguay, Yugoslavia. ' ' 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XI, p. 173.) 

N. B. -Modified by Nos. 104, 106, no, III. Will be replaced by No. II9. 

. 1~6 

102. ~PANISH·;t\MERICAN CONVENTION ON AERIAL NAVIGATION. Madrid, November 1st, 1926 
{m force smce March r8th, 1928). 

Parties: Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Mexico, Paraguay. 
(Manley Hudson, III, p. 2019 (F) and (Spanish).) 

1928 
103. ~AN-AME~CAN CONVENTION ON CoMMERCIAL AVIATION. Habana February 2oth, 1928 

(m force smce June 13th, tgzg). ' 

H dParties.;,·,. C~e,N~sta Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
on uras, J.uextco, 1caragua, Panama, United States. 

(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXIX, p. 223.) 

N. B. -Will be superseded by No. ng. 



-21-

1929 
104. PROTOCOL signed at Paris, June 15th, 1929, concerning AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES 3, 5 •. 7, 

IS, 34, 37, 41, 42 AND TO THE FINAL PROVISIONS OF THE C_ONVENTI<;JN RELATING TO THE 
REGULATION OF AERIAL NAVIGATION OF OCTOBER 13TH, I9I9 (m force ;,!;tee May 17th, 1933). 

Parties: 1\.rgentine, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Great Britain, Greece, India, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, ] ap~n, 
The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal •. Roumama, 
Siam, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Union of South Africa, Uruguay, Yugoslav1a. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXXVIII, p. 418.) 

N. B.- Modifies No. 101. 

105. CONVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES RELATING TO. INTERNATIONAL 
CARRIAGE ~YAIR. Warsaw, October 12th, 1929 (in force since February 1:3th, 1933). 

Parties: Australia, Belgium (and all mandates and colonies), Brazil, Czechoslovakia, 
Danzig, Denmark (and Faroe Islands), Finland, France (and all colonies, protectorates, 
mandates, etc.), Germany, Great Britain (and Aden, Burma, Southern Rhodesia, Trans" 
Jordan, Newfoundland; and for other colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in 
L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLVI, pp. 259"260), Greece, Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy (and all 
possessions and colonies}, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Mexico, The Netherlands (and the Nether" 
lands Indies, Surinam, Curac;ao}, New Zealand, Norway (and all possessions), Poland, Portugal, 
Roumania, Spain (and all protectorates and colonies}, Sweden; Switzerland, U.S.S.R., United 
States (and all possessions, colonies, etc.), Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXXYJ.I, p. II.) 

106. PROTOCOL signed at Paris, December IIth, 1:929, concerning AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES 34 
AND 40 OF THE CONVENTION RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF AERIAL NAVIGATION OF 
OCTOBER I3TH, 1919 (in force since May I7th, 1:933). · 

Parties: Argentine, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada: Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Great Britain, Greece, India, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan, 
The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Siam, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Union of South Africa, Uruguay, Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXXVIII, p. 427.) 

N. B. - Modifies No. IOI. 

1933 
107. INTERNATIONAL SANITARY CONVENTION FOR AERIAL NAVIGATION. The Hague, April I2th, 

1933 (in force since August xst, 1935) . 

. Parties: Australia (and New ~~inea, Norfolk, Papua), Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile, Egypt, Germa~y, <?reat Bntam (and Ceylon, Burma; for other colonies, protectorates, 
mandates, e.t~., see bsts m L.O.N. Trea_t. Ser. CLXI, pp. 68 to 70, and CLXXXI, p. 430), 
Greece, Haxh, I!3-q, Italy (an~ colomes), Liberia, Monaco, Morocco, The Netherlands, 
Pol.and, Roumama, Sweden, Syna and Lebanon, Tunisia, Turkey Union of South Africa 
Unxted States. ' • 
L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXI, p. 65.) 

~·BUN ~RJXnuary 1S.th, 1945, a San~tary Convention, concluded under tfie auspices of 
· · · · ., came ~nto force .for e1ghteen months. This Convention is desi ned to 

amend the Convention above mentioned and transfers to U N R R A th f gt' f 
th I t t . I p bli H 1 · · · · . e one xons o e n erna wna u c ea th Office (Annex I to [U N R R A J R t f c · 
on Procedure, Council II, doc. 247 C (44) 27.) · · · · • epor o omrmttee 

b 
Par~ies: China, Ecuador, France, Great Britain, Greece H : · · 

urg, Nicaragua, Poland, Union of South Africa. . ' attl, Honduras, Luxem" 

108· CoNVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CE R 
AIRCRAFT TO THIRD PARTIES ON TH S RTAIN ULES RELATING TO DAMAGES CAUSED BY 
November :r7th, :rg38). E URFACE. Rome, May 29th,, 1933 (in force since 

Parties: Belgium, Brazil, Guatemala, Portu al Rou . . 
(U.S.A. Treaty Inf. BuU. No. 

47 1933 
(E)~ ' manta: Spam (and Spanish Morocco). 

N ' ' p. II • Revue ab, $ntern June I93 8 ( 
. B. -Article 24 of this Convent' . . ., 3, p. I3 F).) 

the. dep~sit of the. fifth ratifica~io~ proVIdes ~hat lt sha~ come into force go da s after 
rahficabon would appear to have bee:~~o~di~~ to ~he mformation available, tfus fifth 

a o razil, dated August :rgth, 1938. . 
Iog. CONVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF . 

ATTACHMENT OF AIRCRAFT. Rome, Ma~~~~INI:UL(~S ~ELATI~G TO THE PRECAUTIONARY 
Parties: Belgium (and Bel ·a ' 33 m orce smce January I2th, 1937). 

Guatemala, Hungary, Ita! (a~ n Cong~, Ruand~-Urundi), Brazil, Denmark 
Norway, Poland, Roumanii, Spain ~~t~mn .c~lMies and possessions), The Neit~:.nax:J· 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXCII p 8 ) pams orocco), Sweden. s, 

' • 2 9· . 
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1935 
uo. PROTOCOL adopted on June xst, 1935, by the International Commission for Air Navigation 

relating to AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES 4, 6, 7, g, 12, 13, 14, 16, 19, 25, 26, 34, 35, 39 and tc 
the ADDITION OF A NEW ARTICLE 25 bis TO THE CONVENTION RELATING TO THE REGULATIOI'i 
OF AERIAL NAVIGATION OF OCTOBER 13TH, 1919. 

Ratifications and accessions: Australia, Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, France, Greal 
Britain, Greece, India, Iraq, Italy, .The Netherland~, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Poland, 
Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, Umon of South Afnca. 
(C.l.N.A. Bull. Olf. No. 23, p. 168 (E) and (F).) 

N. B - Modifies No. 101. It is provided in the Protocol that it shall come into force 
~hen ratified by all Members of the I~tern~~:tional C?mmission tor Air. ~avigation. It 
is impossible to ascertain from the available mformatlon that this condition has already 
been fulfilled. 

;ux. PROTOCOL adopted on June 1st, 1935, by the. International Commission for Air Navigation, 
relating to AMENDMENTS TO ANNEX H OF THE CONVENTION RELATING TO THE REGULATION 
OF AERIAL NAVIGATION OF OCTOBER 13TH, 1919. 

Ratifications and accessions: Australia, Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, France, Great 
Britain, Greece, India, Iraq, Italy, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Poland, 
Portugal, Sweden, Switze~land, Union of South Africa. 
(C.l.N.A. Bull. Off. No. 23, p. 174 (E) and (F).) 

N. B. - Modifies No. 101. It is provided in the Protocol that it shall come into force when 
ratified by all Members of the International Cominission for Air Navigation. It is 
impossible to ascertain from the available information that this condition has already 
been fulfilled. 

II2. CONVENTION..RELATIVE TO THE TRANSIT OF AIRPLANES. Buenos Aires, June Igth, 1935 (in 
force sinc-e June 16th, 1936). • 

Parties: Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, Uruguay. 
(U.S.A. Treaty lnf. Bull. No. 71, 1935, p. 16 (E); Revue aer. intern., September 1935, 

pp. 277-278 (F).) 

N. B. - The English source of information above mentioned does not contain the text of 
the Convention, but indicates that the text is to be found in the "Final Act of the 
Pan-A;merican Commercial Conference, Buenos Aires, May 26th to June 19th, 1935 ", 
Washington. 

1938 
II3, CONVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES RELATING TO ASSISTANCE AND SAL­

VAGE OF AIRCRAFT OR BY AIRCRAFT AT SEA. Brussels, September zgth, 1938 (not yet in 
force). 

. ~ignato~: Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark (and Iceland), France, Germany, Great 
Bntam, India, Italy, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, Roumania San Marino, 
Switzerland, United States. ' 

Ratifications: Guatemala, Mexico. 
(U.S.A. Treaty 1 nf. Bull. No. IIi, 1938, p. 392 (E); Revue aer. intern., October 1938, p. 280 (F).) 

II4. ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL to the CONVENTION OF MAY 29TH, 1933, FOR THE UNIFICATION 
OF CERTAIN ¥ULES RELATING TO DAMAGES CAUSED BY AIRCRAFT TO THIRD PARTIES ON THE 
SuRFACE. S1gned at Brussels, September 29th, 1938. 

Sig'nfllof'ies: Belgium, Bra~il, Czechoslovakia, Denmark (and Iceland), France, Germany, 
Great Br;ta~n, Guate.mala, India, Italy, Luxemburg, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, 
RoumanJa, San Manno, Switzerland, United States. 

Ratification: Guatemala. 

(U.S.A. Treaty lnf, Bull. No. III, 1938, p. 399 (E); Revue aer .. intern., October 1~38, p.279 (F).) 

N. B. -,Under the terms.of Article 4, this Protocol must be ratified· on the other hand under 
Article 2, the Pr~tocol fo~s an integral part of Convention N~. xo8 and is to co~e into 
force together With that mstrument -i.e., on November 17th, 1938. 

1939 
II5: ·uCONVENTAIONTCONCERNING EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION FOR LIQUID FUEL AND LUBRICANTS 

• SED IN IR RAFFIC and FINAL A S' d L 
• . • CT. · J.glle at ondon, March xst, I939 (not yet in force). 

S~gnatories: Albania Austral' B 1 · B 1 · · · . Finland Fran G ' . Ia, e. gJ~m, u _gana, China, Colomb~a, Dominican Republic, 
The Netherlan~ N~~~~:~ Bntamp ~ndia, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, 
(Parl Papers I93'9 Mis N 'c orway, o and, Sweden, Turkey, U.S.S.R., United States. 

· , ~· o. 7, md. 6oox (E) and (F).) .. 
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1940 
n6. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN A:;REEMENT RESPECTING Do<;UMENTS OF IDENTITY 

FOR AIRCRAFT PERSONNEL. Lisbon, January 8th, 1940 (in force since February 8th, 1940). 

Parties: Australia, Great Britain, India, New Zealand, Portugal. 
(L.O.N. Treat.•Ser. CCIII, p. 133.) 

1944 

II7. FINAL AcT oF THE INTERNATIONAL CoNFERENCE oN CIVIL AVIATION. Chicago, December 
7th, 1944 (not yet in force). 

Signatories: Afghanistan, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
France, Great Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Lebanon, Liberia, Luxemburg, Mexico, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Salvador, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia. 

(Denmark and Thailand a.'> observers.) 
(Parl. Papers I945, Misc. No. 6, Cmd. 6614 {E).) 

N. B. -Nos. n8-121, which follow hereafter, are the Instruments adopted at the Interna­
tional Civil Aviation Conference, held at Chicago from November xst to December 7th, 
1944; they constitute Appendices I-IV of the above Final Act of the Conference. 

u8. INTERIM AGREEMENT ON INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION. Chicago, December 7th, 1944 
(not yet in force). 

Signatories: Afghanistan, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Great Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, -Lebanon, Liberia, Mexi®-, ThE; Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

(Denmark and Thailand as observers.) 
(Parl. Papers 1945, Misc. No.6, Cmd. 6614 (E).) 

N. B. -This Agreement is to remain in force until the entry into force of the Convention 
on International Civil Aviation concluded on the same date (see below No. II9), or until 
the meeting of a new conference on international civil aviation. In no. case, howeV'er, 
is the duration of the Agreement to exceed three years as from the date of its. entry 
into force (see Article I, Section 3, and Article VII}. 

n9. CoNVENTION oN INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION. Chicago, December 7th, 1944 (not yet 
in force). 

Signatories.~ Afghanistan, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Great Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, The Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Peru; ,Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Syria, Turkey, United States, Uruguay. 

(Denmark and Thailand as observers.) 
(Parl. Papers 1945, Misc. No. 6, Cmd. 6614 (E).) 

N. B.- 'Will supersede Nos. I01, 103 and n8. 

120. INTERNATIONAL AIR SERVICES TRANSIT AGREEMENT. Chicago, December 7th, 1944 (not 
yet in force). 

Signatories: Afghanistan, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Egypt, 
France, Great Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Mexico, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Peru, Philippines, 
Poland, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

(Denmark and Thailand as observers.) 
(Parl. Papers 1945, Misc. No. 6, Cmd. 6614 (E).) 

12I. INTERNATIONAL AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT. Chicago, December 7th, I944 (not yet in 
force). 

Signatories: Afghanistan, Bolivia, C~inll;, Costa. Rica, Dominican Rep~blic,·.Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Leba.il.on, Llbena, MeXIco, The Netherlands, Ntcaragua, Peru,• 
Poland, Sweden, Turkey, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

(Denmark and Thailand as observers.) 
(P4rl. Papers 1945, Misc. No. 6, Cmd. 6614 (E).) 
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7. POSTAL SERVICES AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

(a} General. 

1921 

C ONCERNING POSTAL TELEGRAPHIC AND TELEPHONIC RELATIONS. Riga, 
122. ONVENTION C · ' ) d A 0 AL AGREEMENT I""5 July 12th, 1921 (in force since April 25th, 1924 , an DDITI N , ~- · 

Parties: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XI, p. II2.) 

1936 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE GREEK, ROUMANIAN, CZECHOSLOVAK, TURKISH AND 123' YUGOSLAV PoSTAL AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS ADMINISTRATIONS. Bucharest, O_ctober 12th, 
1936 (in force since March rst, 1937). 

Parties: Czechoslovakia, Greece, Roumania, Turkey, Yugoslavia. 

(Rec. Trait. Youg. 1937, p. 87 (F).) 

·~ 

(b) Postal Services. 

1931 
124. AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE AMERICAS AND SPAIN REGARDING MONEY ORDERS. Madrid, 

November roth, 1931 (in force since March rst, 1932). 
Parties: 'colombia, Costa · iuca, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Mexico, Salvador,. 

Spain, United States, Venezuela. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXXXI, p. 389.) 

1934 

125. AGREEMENT REGARDING PosTAL EXCHANGES BETWEEN DENM:4-R~, FINLAND, ICELAND, 
NoRWAY AND SWEDEN. Signed at Copenhagen, Helsingfors, Reykjavik, Oslo and Stockholm, 

~ December 31st, 1934 (in force since January rst, 1935). 

Parties: Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser .. CLV~II, p. III.) 

1935 

126. AFRICAN PosTAL UNION AGREEMENT. Signed at Pretoria, Ocfober 30th, 1935 (in force since 
April rst, 1936). 

Parties: Basutoland and Bechuanaland, Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi, Kenya, 
Nyasaland, Northern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia, South West Africa, Swaziland, Uganda 
and Tanganyika, Union of South Africa. • · 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXXXIX, p. 85.) 

1936 
127. CoNVENTION OF THE POSTAL UNION OF THE AMERICAS AND SPAIN, PROVISIONS RELATIVE 

TO THE TRANSPORTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE BY AIR, and PARCEL-POST AGREEMENT. 
Panama, December 22nd, 1936 (in force since Octobe: rst, 1937). 

Parties: Argentine, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, 
Peru, Salvador, Spain, United States, Venezuela. 
(Fourth Congr. Post. A mer. I937 (E); Revue Inst. int. Com. No.4, December 2oth, 1937 (F).) 

1938 
128. AGREEMENT FOR THE GENERALISATION OF AIRMAIL SERVICES WITHOUT SURTAX. Signed 

at Brussels, June 25th, 1938. 

Signatories: B~lgi~m, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Great Bntam, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, 
Thy eNeth~rlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, U.S.S.R., 

ugoslaVIa. 
·(Doc. Conf, aer. eur. I9J8, 3e partie, p. 428 (F).) 

N. B.- Under Article .6 •. the e~try int~ force of the Agreement is made subject to an agreem~nt 
betw~en the Admm1strabons, which are to notify one another of the date as from which 
they mtend to apply the Agreement. 
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1939 

129. UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION, with FINAL PROTOCOL, RECULATIONS OF EXECU!ION, 
and PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE TRANSPORTATION OF REGULAR MAILS BY AIR. Signed 
at Buenos Aires, May 23rd, 1939 (in force since July 1st, 1940). 

Parties: Afghanistan, Albania, Sa'udl. Arabia, Argentine, Australia (and Nauru, New 
Guinea, Norfolk, Papua), Belgium (and Belgian Congo, Ruanda-Uruncli), Bolivia, Brazil, Bul­
garia, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark (and 
Faroe Isla~ds, Greenlapd), Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, France 

. (and Algena, Indo-Chma, Lebanon, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia, and all colonies, protectorates, 
mandates, etc.), Germany, Great Britain (and Newfoundland and all colonies, protectorates, 
mandates, etc.), Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, 
Italy (ll;nd ~ c?lonies an~ possessions), Japan (and Chosen and all dependencies, mandates, 
etc.), L1bena, L1echtenstem, Luxemburg, Mexico, Monaco, The Netherlands (and the Nether­
lands Indies, Surinam, Curac;ao), New Zealand (and the Pacific Islands under New Zealand 
mandate), Nicara~a, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal (and all Portuguese 
colonies), Roumama, Salvador, San Marino, Spain (and Spanish Morocco, colonies), Sweden, 
Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa (and South West Africa), U.S.S.R., 
Unit~d States, (and Philippines, !he Panama Canal Zone, Samoa and all possessions, depen­
dencres, etc.), Uruguay, the Vatican, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CCII, p. 159.) 

Together with the Convention, the following six Agreements (Nos. 129a-129{) were 
concluded; these are annexed to the Convention. Under Article 3 of the Convention, these 
Agreements are binding only on those countries which accede to them. 

129a. AGREEMENT CONCERNING INSURED LETTERS AND BOXES, with. FINAL PROTOCOL and 
,.DETAILED REGULATIONS. Buenos Aires, May 23rd, 1939 (in force since July 1st, 1940). 

(Doc. Congr. Bttenos Aires, 2939 (F).) 

129b. PARCEL PosT AGREEMENT, with FINAL PROTOCOL, DETAILED REGULATIONS, and 
PROVISIONS REGARDING THE CONVEYANCE• OF POSTAL PARCELS BY AIR, with FINAL 
PROTOCOL. Buenos Aires, May 23rd, 1939 (in force since July 1st, 1940). 
(Doc. Congr. Buenos Aires, I939 (F).) 

129c. MONEY ORDERS AGREEMENT, with DETAILED REGULATIONS and SUPPLEMENT CON­
CERNING THE SERVICE OF TRAVELLERS' POSTAL VOUCHERS. Buenos Aires, May 23rd, 
1939 (in force since July 1st, 1940). 
(Doc. Congr. Bttenos Aires, I939 (F).) 

129d. AGREEMENT CONCERNING TRANSFERS TO AND FROM POSTAL ~HEQUE ACCOUNTS, and 
DETAILED REGULATIONS. Buenos Aires, May 23rd, 1939 (in force since July 1st, 1940). 
(Doc. Congr. Buenos Aires, I939 (F).) ·. • 

129e. AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE CoLLECTION OF .• BILLS, DRAFTS, ETC., and DETAILED 
REGULATIONS. Buenos Aires, May 23rd, 1939 (in force since July Ist, 1940). 
(Doc. Congr. Buenos Aires, I939 (F).) 

129{. AGREEMENT CONCERNING SUBSCRIPTIONS TO NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS, and 
DETAILED REGULATIONS. Buenos Aires, May 23rd, 1939 (in force since July 1st, 1940). 
(Doc. Congr. Buenos Aires, I939 (~).) 

(c) Telegraph, Telephone, Radiocommunications. 
'. 

1884 

130. CONVENTION FOR PROTECTION OF SUBMARINE CABLES, and ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. Paris, 
March 14th, 1884 (in force since May ISt, 1888). 

Parties: Argentine, Australia, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, 
Costa-Rica, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Denmark, Dominican Republic, France, Germany, 
Great Britain Greece Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Morocco, The Netherlands, Newfoundland, 
New Zealand,' Norway, Persia, Poland, Portug~l, Rouf!lania, Russia, Salvador, Serbia, Spain, 
Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, Union of South Afnca, Umted States, Uruguay. 
(Malloy 2, p. 1949 (E); De Martens VI, II, p. 28I (F).) 

1929 
13I. AGREEMENT RELATIVE TO THE ASSIGNMENT OF FREQUENCIES ON THE NORTH-AMERICAN 

CONTINENT. Ottawa, February 26th and 28th, 1929 (in force since March 1st, 1929). 

Parties: Canada, Cuba, Newfoundland, United States. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XCVII, p. 301.) 
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1932 

132. FINAL PROTOCOL OF A CONFERENCE ON RADIO-BEACONS ON THE C~AS'l'S OF ~HE BALTIC SEA, 
THE CATTEGAT AND THE SKAGERAK.. Stockholm, May 25th, 1932 (m for~e smce August ·xst, 
1932). 

·Parties: Danzig, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Norway, Poland, 
Sweden, U.S.S.R. 
(De Martens III, 29, p. 812 (E).) 

133· INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION CONVENTION, with ANNEX. Madrid, December 9th, 
1932 (in force since January 1st, 1934). 

Parties: Afghanistan, Albania, Argentine, Australia, Austria, Belgium (and Belgian 
Congo, Ruanda-Urundi}, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Danzig, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Estonia,_ Ethi?pia, Finland, !ranee (and 
Cameroons, French Coast of Somaliland, French Equatonal Afnca, French Gutana, French 
Settlements in Oceania, French West Africa, Guadeloupe, Indo-China, Lebanon, Madagascar, 
Martinique, Morocco, New Caledonia, New Hebrides, Reunion, St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
Syria, Togo, Tunisia), Germany, Great Britain (and Aden, Burma, Southern Rhodesia; 
for other colonies, protectorates, etc., see list in L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLX, pp. 440-442), 
Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy (Cyrenaica, 
Erythrea, Italian Islands of the 1.Egean Sea, Italian Somaliland, Tripolitania), Japan (and 
Chosen, Karafuto, Taiwan, Kwantung, .South Seas Islands under Japanese mandate). 
Luxemburg, Mexico, The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies, Surinam, Curat;ao), 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal (and all colonies 
and possessions), Roumania, Spain (and Spanish Guinea, Spanish Morocco), Sweden, 
Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa, U.S.S.R., United States (and 
Alaska, Hawaii and American possessions in Polynesia, Philippines, Puerto Rico and 
American possessions in the Antilles, the Panama Canal Zone), Uruguay, Venezuela; Yemen, 
Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLI, p. 5-) : • 

N. B.- For the various Regulations, see below, under 1938, Nos. 143 to 146. 

1933 • 
134. EUROPEAN BROADCASTING CONVENTION, with LucERNE'PCAN. Signed at Lucerne, June 19th, 

1933 (in force since January 15th, 1934). •. 

Part!es :·Austria, Belg;ium, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, Germany, 
Great Bntam (and Palestme), Iceland, Roumania, Spain, Switzerland, the Vatican. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser .. cr:Iv, p. 136.) 

N. B. - This Conyention should, in principle, have beer.{ replaced by that ~f Montreux 
(No._I48.). ?wmg, ~owever, .to the war, !he latter Convention could not be brought into 
application, accordingly, the matter continues to be regulated by the present Convention. 

1934 • 
135· JNTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENT CONCERNING :'DIE CHARACTERISTICS OF MARITIME RADIO­

EACONS ON THE COASTS OF THE WESTERN' MEDITERRANEAN AND THE ATLANTIC FROM THE 
MOUT(~ OfF THE .LOIRE TO THE SOUTHERN FRONTIER OF RIO DE ORO. Bordeaux 'April 28th, 
1934 m orce smce january 1st, 1935). ' · 

Parties :,France (and Algeria Moro o T · · ) I t · · · Spartel Ligh£ !tal ( d C . ' cc .' ~ms~a , n ernational Commtsston of the Cape 
f M ) • Y an yrenatca and Tnpolitarua), Portugal Spain (and the Spanish Zone o orocco. ' 

(Manley Huds01z, VI, p. 85x (F).) 

1935 

l3
6
· c~~=-~~~~D~~O~AL RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE CONVO­
Buenos Aires April loth 109NF5E(~NfCES T? SETTLE PROBLEMS ARISING ON THIS SUBJECT. 

. ' , 3 m orce smce January 1st, 1936). 
A 8Part~es; Argentine, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay. 

( ummary of the Agreement is to be found in: Jour. des Tel. 1935. p. 125 (F).) 
N. B. - Modified by No. 140. 

137- AFRICAN.'fELECOMMUNICATION AGRE T . 
Signed at Pretoria, October JOth 

19
E
3

ME
5 

(~T,f ELE<?RAPH ~GULATIONS, and FINAL PROTOCOL. 
. • m orce smce April 1st, 1936). 

Partzes: Basutoland and Bech aland B I . 
Nyasaland, Northern Rhodesia Sou~~~rn Rh de ~as Congo and Ruanda-Urundi, Kenya, 
and Tanganyika, Union of Sou'th Africa. o esJa, outh We5t Africa, Swaziland, Uganda 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXXXIX, p. 51. ) 
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1936 

138. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CONCERNING .THE UsE OF BROADCASTING IN THE CAUSE OF 
PEACE. Geneva, September 23rd, 1936 (in force since April 2nd, 1938). 

Parties: ~ustr~lia (and Nauru, New Guinea, Norfolk, Papua), Br~zil, Chile, Denmark, 
Egypt, Estoma, .Fmland, France (and all colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc.), Great 
Britain (and Burma, Southern Rhodesia; and for other colonies, protectorates, mandates, 
etc., see list in L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXCVII, p. 394), Guatemala, India, Ireland, Latvia, 
Luxemburg, The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies, Surinam, Curas:ao), New Zealand, 
Norway, Salvador, Sweden, Switzerland, Union of South Africa (and South West Africa). 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXXXVI, p. 301.) 

I39· AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TELEGRAPH ADMINISTRATIONS OF DENMARK; FINLAND, ICELAND, 
NORWAY AND SWEDEN (with Annexes), REGARDING TELECOMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THESE 
CoUNTRIES. Signed at Stockholm, Copenhagen, Helsinki, Oslo, Reykjavik, December 15th, 
19th, 21st and 30th, 1936, January 13th and F~bruary nth, 1937 (in force since January 1st, 
1937)· 

Parties: Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXXXVI, p. 55.) 

1937 

140. SouTH-AMERICAN REGIONAL RADIOCOMII~UNICATIONS AGREEMENT. Concluded at Buenos 
Aires on April 1oth, 1935. Revised at Rio de Janeiro, June zoth, 1937. .. . 

Parties: Argentine, Bolivia, Brazil, Chil~, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela. 
(Jour. des Tel. 1940, p. 198 (F).) · 

N. B.- Modifies No. 136. No d.ate of entry into force is indicated here, because it is simply 
a question of amendments to Agreement No. 136 which were to be immediately put into 
effect. 

.. i . • 
141. INTER-AMERICAN RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS CONVENTION. Signed at Habana, December 13th, 

1937 (in force since April !7th, 1939). · 

. Parties: Canada, Chile, Cuba,, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, Peru, 
Umted ,States. • • (U.S.A. Treaty Series No. 938 (E) and (F), Washington 1939.) 

. '. '. , "' 
142. No~nH-AMERICAN REGIONAL BROADCASTING AGREEMENT. Sign¢d at Habana, December 

13th; 1937 (in force since March 29th, 1941). ,. 

P_arties: Canada, Cubb ;Haiti, Mexico, United States. 
(U.S.A. Treaty Series~~- 962 (E) and (F), Washlngtor 1941). 

1938 ~ • 

143· TELEGRAPH REGULATIONS (revised at Cairo, 1938), annexecl Jo the INTERNATIONAL TELE­
C.OMMUNICATION CONVENTION (Madrid"

1
)933), and FINAL PROTOCOL. Cairo, April 4th, 1938 

(m force since January 1st, 1939). · • · 
Parties: Afghanistan, Argentine, Austr~ia, Belgium (and Belgi~ Congo and Ruanda­

Urundi), Brazil, Bulgaria, . China, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, panzig, De~mark, Egypt, 
Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France (and Lebanon, Morocco, Syria ~~:nd colomes), Germany, 

· Great Britain (for colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., see 1944 List of; the Bureau of t~e 
International Union of Telecommun'ications), Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, Indm, 
Iraq, Italy (and Italian East Africa, Italian Islands of the 1Egean Sea, Libya), Japan (and 
Chosen, Taiwan, Karafuto, Kwantung and South S~as Isla~ds under Japanese mandate), 
Mexico, The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies,. Sunnam, Cura~ao), New. Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Spain (and Spanish Morocco), Sweden, SWitzerland, 
Thailand, Turkey, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 
(Doc. Conf. tetegr., teUph. I938 (F).) 

144. TELEPHONE REGULATIONS (revised at Cairo, 1938), annexed to the IN~ERNATI?NAL TELE­
~OMMUNICATION CONVENTION (Madrid, 1932), and FINAL PROTOCOL. CairO, April 4th, 1938 
(m force since January 1st, I939)· 

Parties: Argentine, Belgium (and Belgian Congo an~ Rua~da~Uru~di), Bulgaria, 
Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Denmark, Egypt, Estoma, Ethiopi~, Fmland, France 
(and Morocco), Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Hunga~y, Iceland, India, Iraq, Italy_ (and 
Italian East Africa Italian Islands of the 1Egean Sea, Libya), Japan)(a~d ~hos~~ 1fi~, 
Karafuto, K wantu~g and South Seas Islands under Japanese mandl a ted • p ~tco\ R e e ~r-• 
lands (and the Netherlands Indies Surinam, Curac;ao), No~ay, Po an • a uga' . oumarua, 
Spain (and Spanish Morocco), S~eden, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, YugoslaVIa. 

(D~c. Conf. telegr., teteph. I938 (F).) 
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145. GE!ttRAL RADIO REGULATIONS (revised at Cairo, 1938) annexed to the I:t:'TERNA~IONAL 
TELECOMMUNICATION CONVENTION (Madrid, 1932), and FINAL PROTOCOL. Carro, April 8th, 
1938t (in force sine~ January 1st, 1939). 

Parties: Afghanistan, Argentine, Australia, B~lgium (and Belp-ian Co~go, Ruanda­
Urundi), Brazil, B~lgaria, Canada •. China! ~olombia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Den_mark, 
Dominican Republic, .Egypt, Estoma, Ethiopia, France (and Lebanoh, Morocco, Syna and 
colonies), Germany, Great Britain (and co~onies, p:otectorates, mand~tes! etc., indicated 
the 1944 List of the Bureau of the International Umon of 'felecommum~ahons) •. Greece, in 
Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iraq, Italy (and Italtan East Afnca, Itahan Islands 
of the .tEgean Sea, Libya), Japan (and Chosen, Taiwan, Karafuto, Kwantung, South Seas 
Islands under Japanese mandate), Mexico, The Netherlands (and th.e Net~erlands Indies, 
Surinam, Cura«;ao), New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Rou~ama, Spam (and Spanish 
Morocco), Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, l'urkey, United States (and Alaska, Hawaii, 
Polynesian Islands, Philippines, Puerto Rico, Antilles, the Panama C~nal Zone), Yugoslavia. 
(Doc. Conf. intern. Radio I938 (F).) .. 

146. ADDITIONAL RADIO REGULATIONS (revised-at Cairo, 1938), annexed to the INTERNATIONAL 
TELECOMMUNICATION CoNVENTION (Madrid, 1932). Cairo, April 8th, 1938 (in force since 
January rst, 1939). . . 

Parties: Afghanistan, Argentine, Australia, Belgium (and Belgian_. Congo, Ruanda­
Urundi), Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Egypt, Estonia, "Ethiopia, France •. (and Lebanon, Morocco, Syria and colonies). 
Germany, Great Britain (an~ colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., indicated in the 1944 List 
of the Bureau of the International Union of Telecommunications), Greece, Guatemala, Hun­
gary, Iceland, India, Iraq, Italy (and Italian East Africa, Italian Islands of the .tEgean Sea, 
Libya), Japan (and Chosen,. Taiwan, Karafuto, Kwantung and South Seas Islands under 
Japanese mandate), Mexico, The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies, Surinam, C_ura«;ao), 
Ne~ Zealand, No~way, Poland, Portugal, Roumani.a. Spain (and Spanish Morocco), Sweden, 
SWitzerland, Thailand, Turkey, .Yugoslavia. 
(Doc. Conf. intern. Radio. I938.(VJ.) - -i" '" 

147. REGIONAL RAmo CoNVENTioN FOR CENTRAL AMERicA, PANAMA, AND THE CANAL ZoNE. 
Signed at Guatemala, December 8th, 1938 (in force since October 8th, 1939). 

Parties: Guatemala, United States. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CCII, p. 49-) • 

1939 ~: . . ..... .. 
148. EUROPEAN BROADCASTING CONVENTION, with MoNTREUX PtAN. Signed at Montreux April 

15th, 1939• .. ' _:•,• I 

Signatories: Bl!Igium, Bulgaria, Danzig, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia·, Firl_I~d, France 
(and ~tates of the Levant, Moroc<;9), Germany, Great Britain (and Cyprus, Gi5ra:ltar, Malta, 
P:Uestm~), Hungary, Ireland, Ita!y· (and Italian Islands of th~ .;Egean Sea, Libya), Latvia, 
Llalthuarua, Th~ Netherlan!f_s,_Norway, Poland, Portugal, Roumarua, Spain Sweden Switzer-

nd, the Vatican, Yugos].av1a. ' • 

Ratifications: Belg\~. Denmark. 
(Doc. Conf. europ. Radio. I939 (F).) , -'1. . 

N. B~- This ~onvention should, in prinCipie, have replaced No. 134 as from March 4th 
94~; t<?wmg, how~ver, to the war, the present Convention could not be brought int~ 

app tea 1on; accordingly, the matter continues to be regulated by Convention No. 134 . 
. . 

1940 • .. . -

149· INTER-A!'fERICAN RADIOCOMMUNICATIO}'IS AGREEMENT,..signed at Habana on December I th 
1937, ~eVIsed b~ the Second Inter-Amencan Conference at Santiago de Chile 0 1 ith' 
1940 (m force smce July 1st, 194o). · n anuary 2 , 

Rep~'t[~i&u~~~nh~~te~~a:H~tia1} ~hile:fr Colombiap Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican 
States, Uruguay, Venezuela. • ' exlco, tcaragua,. anama, Paraguay, Peru, United 

(Jour. des Tel., April 1940 (F).) 

8. IDENTITY AND" TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 

1922 
.. _ISO. AGREEMENT REGARDING PASSPORTS AND V 

March 27th, ~922). ISAS. Gratz, January 27th, 1922 (in force since 

(
L OParties: Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Italy. 

· .N. Treat. Ser. IX, p. zgx.) 
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1929 
XSI· AGREEMENT CON~ERNING ~HE PREPARATION OF A TRANSIT CARD FOR EMIGRANTS. Geneva, 

June x4th, xgzg (m force smce September :i:zth, rgzg). 

. Parties: Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Gre~t Britain, Greece, Italy, 
The Netherlands,. Poland, Roumania, Spain. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XCIV, p. 277.) 

1935 
IS:Z CoNVENTION RELATIVE TO THE CREATION OF A PAN-AMERICAN TOURIST PASSPORT AND OF 

• A TRANSIT PASSPORT FOR VEHICLES (with DECLARATION BY THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED 
· STATES). Buenos Aires, June rgth, I935 (not yet in force). 

Signatories: Argentine, Bolivia,_ ~razil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Ha1h, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, Salvador, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Ratification: Uruguay. _,. 
(U.S.A. Treaty lnf. Bttll. August I935, p. 27 (E).) 

. 1940 .. 
153. ExcHANGE·OF NOTES CONSTIT?TING AN AGREEMENT RESPECTING DocuMENTS OF IDENTITY 

FOR AIRCRAFT PERSONNEL. Lisbon, january 8th, I940 (in fo~ce since February 8th, I940). 

Parties: Australia; Great Brit~in, Iflclia, New Zealand, Portugal. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CCIII, p. I33-) . 

9. TOURIST T.RAFFIC 
• ' ~~-··J' ~ •• 

1935 
I54· CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE CREATION OF A PAN-AMERICAN T'OURIST PASSPORT AND OF 

A TRANSIT PASSPORT FOR VEHICLES (with DECLARATION BY THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED 
STATES); Buenos Aires, Jun~ rgth, I935 (not yet in force). 

Signatories: Argentine, J3olivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Guateq~.ala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, ?alvador, Uruguay: Venezuela . 

. Rf!-tification: Uruguay: 
(U.s:A'. Treaty Inf. Bull. August rg35, p~ 27 (E).) 

.. .... t~ 

"' •. •· 1937 
155. CONVENTION REGARDIN~ BOOKLETS OF TRAVELLERS' PosTAL YOUCHERS IN THE RELATIONS 

BETWEEN DENMARK FINLAND ICELAND NORWAY AND SWEDE"l.il, with FINAL PROTOCOL 
and DETAILED REG~LATIONS a~nexed th~reto. Stockholm, Se:gtember 23rd, 1937 (in force 
since September rst, rg38). • .~,:. 

Parties: enumerated in the title of tne. Convention. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXC, p. 299.) 

' .. : . 
10. ~ELECTRIC POWER 

i~23 
I 56· CONVENTION RELATING TO THE TRANSMISSION IN TRANSIT OF ELECTRIC POWER, and PROTOCOL 

OF SIGNATURE. Geneva, December gth, rg23 (in force since July 26th, 1926). 

Parties: Austria Czechoslovakia Danzig, Denmark, Egypt, Great Britain (for colonies, 
protectorates, mand~tes, etc., see llst in L.O.N_. Treat. Ser. LVIII, p. JI6), Greece, Iraq, 
New Zealand (and Western Samoa), Panama, Spam. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. LVIII, p. JI5.) 

I57 CoN . . HYDRAULIC PoWER AFFECTING MORE 
''I'R VENTION RELATING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OFG December gth, .rg23 (in force 

. AN ONE STATE, and PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE. eneva, 
Slnce June 30th, rgzs). 

p . t G t Britain (for colonies, protectorates, • 
ltland ~t~es: Austria, Danzig, Denmark, EgykXV~ea 76 ·Iater also Uganda Protectorate), 
Gree a e~ etc., see list in L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XW t ' ~am~a) Panama, Siam. 
L ce, uungary, Iraq, New Zealand (and es em ' 
( ·(/..N. Treat. S~. XXXVI, p. 75.) 
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11. VARIOUS 

1923 
158. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION RELATING TO THE SIMPLIFI.CATION OF CUSTOMS FORMALITIES, 

and PROTOCOL. Geneva, November 3rd, l:923 (concerns ill part the treatment of passenger 
and goods traffic at frontier-crossings) (in force since November 27th, 1924). 

Parties: Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chi~a, Czec~?slovakia, Denmark, Ezypt, 
Estonia, Finland, France (and Lebanon, Morocco, Syna, T~msra), Germany, Great Bntain 
(and Burma), Greece, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Latvra, Luxemburg, The Netherlands 
(and the Netherlands Indies, Surinam, Cura~ao), New Zealan~, Norway, Poland, Roumania, 
Siam, Sweden, Switzerland, Union of South Africa, Yugoslavm. · ; 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. XXX, p. 371.) 

1926 
I59· INTERNATIONAL SANITARY CONVENTIO~. · Paris, June 21St, 1926 (concerning principally 

sanitary measures for maritime shipping) (in force since May 22nd1 1928). 

Parties: Mghanistan, Australia (and New Guinea, Papua), Belgium (and Belgian Congo), 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France (and 
Algeria, Morocco,· Tunisia, West Africa, East Africa, Indo-China, Syiia and Lebanon; 
for other colonies, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in L.O.N. Treat. Ser. LXXVIII, 
p. 232), Germany, Great Britain (for colonies, protectorates,. mandates, etc., see list in 
Bull. O.l.H.P., January 1940, p. 5), Greece, Hungary, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxem­
burg, Mexico, Monaco, The Netherlands (and the Netherlands Indies), New Zealand (and 
Western Samoa), Poland, Portugal, Roumania, Salvador, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Turkey, 
Union of South Mrica, U.S.S.R., United States, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. LXXVIII, pp. 229-349.) " 

Notes: 
I • 

(I) On October 31st, 1938, a Convention was concluded in Paris transferring to 
the Health Services of the Egyptian Government the functions previously 
vested in "The Sanitary, Maritime and Quarantine Board of Egypt" by the 
Convention of 1926 (in force since July 24th, 1939). 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CXCVIII, p. 205.) . · .. 

(2) On January I5~h, 1945, a Sanitary Convention, concluded under the auspices 
of U.N.~.R.~. ill S_eptember 1944, came into 'force for eighteen months. This 
Convention rs desrgned to amend the Convention above mentioned and 
transfers to U.N.R.R.A. the functions of the International Public Health 
Office. (Annex I to [U.N.R.R.A.] Report of Committee on Procedure Council II 
doc. 247 C (44) 27.) · ·; . • • 

Parties: C~a. Ecuador, France, Great Britain., Greece, Haiti, Honduras, 
Luxemgurg, Nrcaragua, Poland, Union of South Africa . 

. ' 
1.933. • 

r6o. lNTE~NATION~ SANITARY CONVENTION FOR AERIAL NAVIGATION. The I:Iague, April 12th, 
1933 (m force smce August Ist, 1935). .. 

B 1 ?artie; /~stralia (and ~ew Guinea under Australian mandate, Norfolk, Papua), Austria, 
e gtum, ~ IVla, Brazil, Chile, Egypt, Germany, Great Britain (and Burma Ceylon· for 

other colorues, protectorates, mandates, etc., see list in;L 0 N Treat Ser CLXI' pp 68 to' 70 and CLXXXI p 3 ) G H •t· I· I · . . . · · • · ' 
Th N th I •ds· 4 ° , reece, ar 1, raq, taly (and colonies) Liberia Monaco uorocco 

e e eran Poland R · S d s · ' ' '..... ' of South Africa.' ' oumama, we :~n, yna-and Lebanon, Tunisia, Turkey, Union 

(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXI, p. 65.) • 

N. BUN ~R {an~aS rsth, 1945, a Sanita!Y Convention concluded under the auspices of 
. ·d · . · ·d · m eptember 1944, ca.me mto force for eighteen months. This Convention 
15 esigne. to amend the Conyentlon above mentioned and transfers to U.N.R.R.A. 
~e functions of. the International Public Health· Office (Annex I to lU.N.R.R.A.] 

eport of Comwttee on Procedure, Council II, doc. 247 C (44) 27.) 

bur PNfies: Chinpa, Ecuador,. France, Great Britain, Greece, Haiti Honduras Luxem-
g, 1caragua, oland, Umon of South Africa:. ' ' 

1937 
I6I. INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENT CONCERNING THE 

February IOth, 1937 (in force since June Ist, 
193

B). CONVEYANCE OF . CORPSES. Berlin, 

Parties: Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, France Germany Italy 
(L.O.N. Treat. Ser. CLXXXIX, p. 313.) ' • · 
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APPENDIX I 

cONVENTIONS AND AGREEMENTS CONCLUDED UNDER THE AUSPICES 
OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

(The numbers in brackets are the numbers borne by these inslruments in the above general 
list of Conventions and Agreements.) 

I. (I) 

2. (16) 

4· (68) 

A. Organisation for Communications and Transit. 

Convention and Statute on Freedom of Transit. Barcelona, April 2oth, 1921. 

Declaration recognising the Right to a Flag of States having no Sea-coast. Barcelona, 
April 20th, 1921. 

Convention and Statute ~:m the Re~e of Navigable Waterways. of International 
Concern. Barcelona, April 2oth, 1921. 

Addition.al Protocol to the Convention on the Regime of Navigable Waterways of 
InternatiOnal Concern. Barcelona, April 2oth, 1921. 

5. (89) Convention and Statute on the International Regime of Railways, and Protocol of 
Signature. Geneva, December 9th, 1923. 

6. (19) Convention and Statute on the International Regime of ¥arltime Pprts, and Protocol 
of Signature. Geneva, December 9th, 1923. . • 

7. (156) Convention relating to the Transmission in Transit of Electric Power,· and Protocol 
. • of Signature. Geneva, December 9th, 1923. 

8. (157) Convention relating to the Development of Hydraulic Power affecting more than one 
State, and Protocol of Signature. <;re_I).eva, · Dec·ember 9th, 1923. 

9· (75) Convention regarding the Measurement of Vessels employed in Inland Navigation, 
and Protocol of Signature. Paris, November 27th, 1925. 

10. (151) Agreement concerning the Preparation of a Transit Card for Emigrants. Geneva, 
June 14th, 1929. 

n. (35) Agreement concerning Maritime Signals. Lisbon, October 23rd, 1930. 

12. (36) Agreement concerning M~nned Lightships not on Their Stations. Lisbon, October 
23rd, 1930. · 

13. (76)-: Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules concerning Collision in Inland 
· Navigation, with.,Protpcol-Annex. Geneva, December 9th, l:930. 

14. (77) Convention on the Registration of Inland Navigation Vessels, Rights in rem over such 
Vessels and other Cognate Questions, with Protocol-Anri'ex. Geneva, December 9th, 
1930. 

16. (96) 

17· (97) 
'18. (g8) 

19· (45) 

Convention on Administrative Measures for attesting the Right of Inland Navigation 
Vessels to a Flag, with Protocol-Annex. Geneva, December gth, 1930. 

Agreement between Customs Authorities in order to facilitate the Procedure in the 
case of Undischarged or Lost Triptychs. Geneva, March 28th, 193.1. 

Convention concerning the Unification of Road Signals. Geneva, March 30th, 1931. 

Convention on the Taxation of Foreign Motor Vehicles, with Protocol-~nex. Geneva, 
March soth, 1931. • • 
Agreement for a Uniform -System of' Maritime Buoyage, and Rules annexed thereto. 
Geneva, May 13th, 1936. 

• • * 

d h f th following Convention, which was also 
Mention should also be rna e ere 0 e . h h not through the 

concluded under the auspices of the Lea_pue, of Na~o~~sft~g 
agency of the Organisation for Commumcahons an · 

2o. (138) I t h U f Broadcasting in the Cause of Peace. n ernational Convention concerning t e se 0 

Geneva, September 23rd, 1936. 
cl ded under the auspices of the League 

The following instrument, also con u the Or nisation for Communications 
of Nations though not through the ag~n~y of lating~o the treatment of passenger • 
and Transit contains inter alia, proVISlOns re 
and goods traffic at frontier-crossings: . . 

21. (158) I . . . lification of Customs Formallhes, and 
· nternabonal Convention relatmg to the Slmp 

• Protocol. Geneva, November 3rd, 1923. 



22. (13) 

23. (I4) 

24. (rS) 

25. (17) 

26. (r8) 

27. (26) 

28. (z8) 

29. (29) 

30. (32) 

31· (33) 

32. (39) 

33· (47) 

34· (48) 

35· (49) 

36. (so) 

37· (SI) 

38. (52) 

39· (IOO) 
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B. International Labour Organisation. 

Convention fixing the Minimum Age for Admission of Children to Employment at Sea. 
Genoa, July 9th, 1920. · 

Convention concerning Unemployment Indemnity in Case of Loss or Foundering of 
the Ship. Genoa, July 9th, 1920. 

Convention for establishing Facilities for finding Employment for Seamen. Genoa, 
July roth, 1920. 

Convention concerning the Compulsory Medical Examination of Children and Young 
Persons employed at Sea. Geneva, November nth, 1921. 

Convention fixing the Minimum Age for the Admission of Young Persons to Employ­
ment as Trimmers and Stokers. Geneva, November IIth, 1921. 

Convention concerning the Simplification of the Inspection of Emigrants on Board 
Ship. Geneva, June 5th, 1926. 

Convention concerning the Repatriation of Seamen. Geneva, June 23rd, 1926. 

Convention concerning Seamen's Articles of Agreement. Geneva; June 24th, 1926. 

Convention concerning the Marking of the Weight on Heavy Packages transported 
by Vessels. Geneva, June 21st, 1929. 

Convention concerning the Protection against Accidents of Workers employed in loading 
or unloading Ships. Geneva, June 21st, 1929. 

Convention concerning the Protection against Accidents of Workers employed in 
loading or unloading Ships (revised 1932). Geneva, April 27th, 1932. 

Convention concerning the Minimum Requirement of Professional Capacity for .Masters 
and Officers on Board Merchant Ships. Geneva, October 24th, 1936. 

Convention concerning the Liability of the Shipowner in Case of Sickness, Injury or 
Death of Seamen. Geneva, October 24th, 1936. 

Convention fixing the Minimum Age for the Admission of Children to Employment 
at Sea (revised 1936). Geneva, October 24th, 1936. 

Convention concerning Hours of Work on Board Ships and Manning. Geneva, October 
24th,1936. . 

Convention concerning Sickness Insurance for Seamen. Geneva, October 24th, 1936. 

Convention concerning Annual Holidays with Pay for Seamen. Geneva October 24th 1936. • • • • 

Convention concerning the Regulation of Hours of Work and Rest Periods in Road 
Transport. Geneva, June 28th, 1939. 



-33-

APPENDIX II 

SOURCES REFERRE:O TO IN THE LIST OF CONVENTIONS 
AND AGREEMENTS 

(preceded by the abbreviations used in this document.) 

A ].J.L. J 1 f I t t' al L " -· ,, American ourna o n erna 1on aw , published annually by the "Americ S · t 
of. International Law" at New York. (The arabic numerals .indicate the numb~s ~f~h~ 
volumes.) 

Brit. & For. State Pap~rs. , . 
"British and Fore1gn S~ate Papers .' p~blished annually by His Majesty's Stationery Office 
at London. (The arab1c numerals md1cate the numbers of the volumes.) 

B,tll O.I.H.P. 
;,Bulletin mensuel de l'Office international d'Hygiene publique ", at Paris. 

B'tll. Transp. ch. de f. . . 
"Bulletin des Tran~ports mt~rnahonaux par chemins de fer", published monthly by the Central 
Office for International Railway Transport at Berne. 

C.I.N.A. Bull. Olf. 
"Official Bulletin" of the International Commission for Air Navigation, published annually 
at Paris. 

Clercq. 
"Recueil des Traites .de Ia France, 1713-1906 " by N. A. Clercq, published at Paris from 188o 
to 1917. 

Col. Trata. Guatemala. 
"Official Treaty Series of Guatemala" published at Guatemala. (The roman numeral indicates 
the number of the volume.) 

Doc. Conf. aer. eur. I9J8. 
"Documents de la Conference aeropostale europeenne, 1938 '', a volume published in 1938 
by the Bureau of the Universal Postal Union at Berne. 

Doc. Conf. europ. Radio. I939· 
"Documents de Ia Conference europeenne de Radiodiffusion de Montreux, 1939 ", a volume 
published in 1939 by the Bureau of the International Union of Telecommunications at Bern~. 

Doc .• ~onf. intern. Radio. I9JB; . , . . . . , 
Documents de Ia Conference mternationale des Radiocommumcabons du Catre, 1938 , 

a volume published in 1938 by the Bureau of the International Union of Telecommunications 
at Berne. 

Doc .• ~onf. telegr., teleph. I938. . . . . , 
Documents de la Conference telegraphique et telephoruque mternahonale du Cru:e, ~938 • 

a volume published by the Bureau of the International Union of Telecornmumcations at 
Berne. . 

Doc. Congr. Buenos-Ayres I939 B 
"D ' · bli h d · b the ureau ocuments du Congres de Buenos-Ayres, 1939 ", a volume pu s e m 1939 Y 
of the Universal Postal Union at Berne. 

Doc .• ~.O.N. C. 26I (I).M. I54(I). I936. VIII. d h t " 
Agreement for a Uniform System of Maritime Buoyage, and Rules annexe t ere 0 

• 

document published by- the League of Nations in 1937, at Geneva. 
Fourth Gong p 

"F r. ost. A mer. I937· . d S . " document published 
· ourth Congress of the Postal Union of the Amencas an pam . ' 
m 1937 by the United States Government Printing Office, at Washmgton. 

llertslet 
"A. c rtsl t ublished at London from 1840 
t omplete Collection of Treaties ' 1, by Sir Ed. He · e ' P 1 ) · 0 1925· (The arabic numerals indicate the numbers of the vo umes. 

I.r.o. Con • 
"Con:· a1fd Recom. I9I9-I937· " ·on 'ublished in 1937 by the Inter-
nation:ftons and Recommendations, 1919-1937 r·:ned~retfch editions). 

1 L abour Office at Geneva (separate Eng IS an • 
. . O.Draftc . 

''Draf onv. and Recom. I939· the Conference at its 25tli .sesslOn, 
June ~ hConventions and ·Recommendations a~opted bl the International Labour Office at 
Gen~:. -28th, 1939 ", a document published m 1939 Y 
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].0. fra'f¥. · " bli h d d ily m' Pan's "Journal Officiel de la Republique Fran~mse , pu s e a . 

I our;,~~~ des Telecomt'!mn!-cations ", published monthly by the Bureau of the International 
Union of Telecommumcabons at Berne. 

Lag~n:~llection of Treaties concluded by the Netherlands, 1858-1926 ", by M. E. Lagemans 
published in 1928 at The Hague. ' 

L.O.N. 0.]. hi t G 
"Official Journal of the League of Nations", published mont Y a eneva. 

L.O.N. Treat. Ser. f N · " · 
"Series of Treaties registered with the Secretariat of the League o at10ns , a sen~ ~ublished 
by the Secretariat of the League of Nations at Geneva. (The roman numerals mdtcate the 
numbers of the volumes.) 

MacMurray. 
"Treaties and Agreements with and concerning China ", by Mr. MacMurray, published in 1921 
at New York. (The roman numerals indicate the numbers of the volumes.) 

Malloy. 
"Treaties, Conventions, etc., between the United States and Other Powers, 1776-1909 ", 
published in 1910 by the Government Printing Office, at Washington. (The arabic numerals 
indicate the numbers of the volumes.) 

Manley Hudson. 
"International Legislation", by Mr. Manley 0. Hudson, published since 1931 to date, at 
Washington. (The roman numerals indicate the numbers of the volumes.) 

De Martens. 
"Nouveau Recueil des Traites ",by M.G. Fr. de Martens, published since 1817 to date at 
Gottingen. (The roman numerals indicate the issues, and the arabic numerals, which follow, 
the volumes.) 

Parl. Papers. 
Se_ries of official documents published in London by His Majesty's Stationery Office. (Misc. = 
Miscellaneous; Cmd. = Command; the .first number indicates the year of publication.) 

Pol. Treat. Ser. 
"Collection of Treaties of the Polish Republic", published by the Polish Government at 
Warsaw. 

Rec; Lois fid. 
"Recueil des Lois federales ", published by the Swiss Government at Berne. 

Rec. Trait. Youg. 
"Recueil des Traites internationaux du Royaume de Yougoslavie" published annually by 
the Yugoslav Government at Belgrade. ' 

Revue at!r. intern. 
"Revue aeronautique intemationale ",a periodical published quarterly at Paris. 

Revue Inst. int. Com. 

~~~:e~l;~ ~~s~!kets et traites " of the International Institute of Commerce, published 

U.S.A. Treaty lnf. Bull. 
·~~~~ed OSffitates Treaty .Information Bulletin" a series published by the Government 

rm mg ce, at Washmgton. ' 
U.S.A . .Treaty Serits. 

"United S+<>{es Treaty s · · " blish / .. ;:::--- enes • pu ed by the Government Printing Office, at Washington. 

... -- - ------
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ANNEX 

ARTICLES RELATING TO COMMUNICATIONS QUESTIONS, 
EMBODIED IN THE PEACE TREATIES CONCLUDED 

AFTER THE WAR OF I9I4-I9I8 

1. Treaty of Peace between the Allied and Associated Powers and Germany, 
signed at Versailles, June 28th, 1919. 

Part[. - Covenant of the League of Nations: 
Article 23(e): freedom of communications and transit. 

Part III. 

Section IV, paragraphs 19 and 22 of the Annex: means of communication in the Saar. 
Section V, Article 65: ports of Strasburg and Kehl, 

Article 69: supply of electric power to Alsace-Lorraine. 

Section VIII, Article 89: freedom of transit in the Polish corridor. 

Section IX, Article 98: communication facilities between different parts of German 
territory and between different parts of Polish territory in the 
Danzig and East-Prussian area. 

Section X, Article 99: Germany undertakes to accept the settlement made by the 
Principal Allied and Associated Powers in regard to the Memel 
Territory. 

Section XI, Article 104: Danzig's means of communication. 

Section XIII, Article 115: destruction of the port installation at Heligoland. 

Part IV. 

Section VI, Article I 52: control of the Suez Canal. 

Part X. 

Section I, Article 271: maritime coasting trade, sea-fiShing and maritime towage. 
Article 272: rights of inspection and police in respect of fishing-boats in the 

North Sea. 
Article 273: recognition of ships' certificates and documents; recognition of 

the flag flown by vessels of States with no sea-coast. 

Section II, Articles 282-295: validity of old treaties (some of which relate to communi­
cations). 

Part XI. -Air Navigation: 
Articles 313-320. 

Part XII. - Ports, Waterways and Railways:. . 
Section I, Articles 321•326: general provisions, freedom of tranSit. 

Section II, Article 327: freedom of navigation and equality of treatment in ports. 

Articles 328-330: free zones in ports. t' al 'vers 
Articles 331-339: general pro~sions rela~ing to interna IOOnd n d N. iemen. 

. · · lating to the Elbe, er an Articles 340-345 : special prOVlSions re b 
· · lating to the Danu e. Articles 346-353 : special proVlSlons re . M ll 

. . el ting to the Rhine and ose e. 
Articles 354-362: proV1s1ons r a t Hamburg and Stettin for the 
Articles 363-364: establishment of fr~e zones a 

benefit of Czechoslovakia. . f 
S . . 1 transports rolling-stock, cesswns o ection III, Articles 365-375: railways (mtemabona ' 

railway lines, etc.). . 
. and revision of certam clauses. 

Articles 376-378: settlement of disputes . ral entions relating 
k t accede to all gene conv 

Article 379: Germany u.nderta es o 'cations and transit. 
to international commuru 

Section IV 
' 

Section V, 

S ti 1 t' to the Kiel Canal. ec on VI, Articles 38D-386: provisions rea mg . 
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f P between the Allied and Associated Powers and Austria 2. Treaty o eace , 
signed at saint-Germain-en-Laye, September xoth, xgxg. 

Part I.- Covenant of the League of Nations: 

Article 23 (e): freedom of communications and transit. 

Part III. 

Section I, Article 44: supply of e~ectric power to territories ceded to Italy. 

Section IV, Article 51: Yugoslavia accepts in adv:ance any international provisions 
concerning freedom of trans1t. 

Article 57: Czechoslovakia accepts in advance any international provisions 
concerning freedom of transit. 

Article 6o: 

Part X. 

Roumania accepts in advance any international provisions con­
~eming freedom of transit. 

Section I, Article 225: recognition of the flag flown by vessels of States with no sea-coast. 
Section II, Articles 234-236: validity of old treaties (some of which relate to communi­

cations). 

Part XI.- Air Navigation: 

Articles 276-283. 

Part XII. - Ports, Waterways and Railways: 

Section I, Articles 284-289: general provisions, freedom of transit. 

Section II, Article 2go: freedom of navigation and equality of treatment in ports. 
Articles 291-308: clauses relating to the · Danube and other river systems 

declared international. 
Articles 309-310: hydraulic system. 

Section III, Articles 3II-325: railways (freedom of transit to the Adriatic, international 
transports, rolling-stock, transfers of railway lines, etc.). 

Articles 326-327: telegraphs and telephones. 

Section IV, Articles 328-330: settlement of disputes and revision of certain clauses. 

Section V, Article 331: Au~tria un~ertakes to accede to all general conventions relating 
to mternabonal communications and transit. 

* * * 

3· Treaty of Peace between the Allied and Associated Powers and Bulgaria, 
signed a_t Neuilly-sur-Seine, November 27th, xgxg. 

Part I. - Covenant of the League of Nations: 

Article 23 (e) : freedom of communi~ations and transit. : 

Part III.. 

Section II, Article 46: Greece accepts in advance any international provisions concerning 
freedom of transit. · · 

Part IX. 

Section I, 

Section II, 

~cle 152: maritime coasting trade, sea-fishing and maritime towage. 
Article 153: recognition of ships' documents and recognition of the flag floWil 

. by vessels of States with no sea-coast. 

Articles x62·I6S:. validity of old treaties (some of which relate to communi· 
cat10ns). _ • 



-37-

part X. _ Air Navigation: 

Articles 204-2II. 

part XI. -Ports, Waterways and Railways: 

Section I, Articles 2I2-2I7: general provisions, freedom of transit. 

Section II, Art~cle 218: freedom of navigation and equality of treatment in ports. 
Articles 219-235: claus7s relat~ng to the Danube and other river s stems 

Section III, 

Section IV, 

Section V, 

declared mternat10nal. y 

Articles 236-244.: rail~ays (international transports rolling-stock tran t f 
railway lmes, etc.). ' ' s ers 0 

Articles 245-247: settlement of disputes and revision of certain clauses. 

Article 248: Bul~aria u~dertakes to accede to all general conventions relating 
to mternatlonal communications and transit. 

* * * 

4. Treaty of Peace between the Allied and Associated Powers and Hungary, 
signed at Trianon, June 4th, 1920. 

Part I.- Covenant of the League of Nations: 

Article 23 (e) : freedom of communications and transit. 

Part III. 
Section I, Article 38: restoration of Italian :railway waggons. 

Part X. 

Section I, 

Section II, 

Article 209: recognition of the flag flown by vessels of States with no sea-coast. 

Articles 217-219: validity of old treaties (some of which relate to communi­
cations). 

Part XI.- Air Navigation: 

Articles 260-267. 

Part XII. - Ports, Waterways and Railways: 

Section I, Articles 268-273: general provisions, freedom of transit. 

Section II, Article 274: freedom of navigation and equality of treatment in ports. 
Articles 275-291: clauses relating to the Danube and other river systems declared 

international. 
Articles 292-293: hydraulic system. 

Section III, Articles 294-303: railways (international transports, rolling-stock, transfers of 
railway lines, etc.). 

Section IV, 

Section V, 

Articles 309-310: telegraph, telephone. 
Articles 3II-313 :' settlement of disputes and revision of certain clauses. 

Article 314: Hungary undertakes to a~ce~e to all" genef8;1 conventions relating 
to international commurucatlons and trans1t. 

* * * 

5. Treaty of Peace between the British Empire, France, Italy, Japan, 
Greece, Roumania the Serb-Croat-Slovene State, on the one hand, 
and Turkey, on t~e other hand, signed at Lausanne, July 24th, 1923. 

Part I. 

Section I, 

Part][[. 
Article 23: 

. d b air in the Straits area. 
freedom of navigatiOn by sea an y 

Section V.I ld t ties (some of which relate to communi-
' • Articles 99-100: validity of o rea 

cations). 
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Communications. 
Articles IOI-IOS: Turkey undertakes to accept the Conventions and Rec 

mendations of the Conference of Barcelona of 1921 and to a 0lll· 
to the International Convention concerning the Transport of GCede 
by Rail (~o. go _of the List, p~ge 19 ~f the present doculll.~~~ 

Article 106: transit railway lines and frontier stahons. · 
Article 107: appointment of a League of Nations Commissioner to en 

freedom of transit on the three sections of railway near I\o~~~ 
Burgas. 

Article Io8: transfer of railway lines. 
Article 109: hydraulic system. 
Articles IIO-II2: submarine cables. 
Article II3: abolition of foreign post offices in Turkey. 

* * * 

Together with this Treaty, a "Convention concerning the Regime of the Straits " was 
concluded; this Convention was later replaced by the "Convention concerning the Regime 
of the Straits", signed at Montreux on July 2oth, 1936 (see, above, No. 46 in the list of 
Conventions and Agreements). 
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Organisation for Communications and Transit 

LIST OF MULTILATERAL CONVENTIONS 
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. In place of the text given under 1934, substitute the­
following: 

92. AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE ADOPTION OF SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR THE TRANSPORT OF 

~OODS CONSIGNED BY RAIL WITH WAY~BILL. TO ORDER. Rome, March 31st, 1934 (not yet 
in force, although the number of ratifications necessary has been exceeded). 

Signatures or accessions not yet· perfected by ratification: 
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(Bull. Tranap. ck. de J., dec. 19M, annexe, p. 237 ·(F).) 

·and add: 
1938 •· 

92a, TECHNICAL STANDARDISATION OF. RAILWAYS • 1938 DRAFTING, adopted by corresiiondence· 
. during the year 1988 (in force since January 1st, 1939). 

fartieB: Belgfum, 'Bulgaria, Cz~choslovakia·, Denmark, France, Germany, . 
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Luxemburg, the ,Netherl~nds, _Norway, 
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(Rec. Lois fa. 1939, VoL L'T(; p. 76 (F).) 

: N.B.- This. rtew text replaces, as from. January· xst, 1939, the pro­
visions· of the instruments ment~o~ed above under Nos. Sz~ 83 
a,nd· 86 (ef: BuU. Transp. eA. de f., oet. 1946, P· 311 .(F).) 
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Note by the Acting Secretary ... General. 

The present study, prepared by the Secretariat on the bas· ·: 
of the documentary material at its disposal, is communicai~ 
to the Govern~ents of th~ States Members of the League.· 
of Nations, as 1t may be of mterest to Departments concerned 
with communications questions and more particularly With 
the examination of problems relating to the restoration of 
transports in the post-war period. 

This document was first circulated in roneographed form 
at the · end of 1944. The present printed edition embodies 
certain drafting amendments and contains additional references 
to earlier League of Nations documents, where detailed infor­
mation on. the subjects dealt with will be found. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The aim of the present memora~dum is !o po~nt to Jess?ns 

h t ay be drawn from the expenence gamed m the penod 
tam . · · d · 
following the war of 1914-1918 ln the restor~tion an ·. reorga-
nisation of communications,. and more particularly to r~all 
the various steps taken towards that end under the auspices 
of the League of Nations. It is hoped that this experience 
may prove of value to those concerned with similar problems 
to-9ay. . . ·. 

In Part One of this memorandum, the general transport 
situation at the end of the war of 1914-1918 is briefly described, 
and the principal problems which resulted from it, and which 
determined the conditions of the various means of communi­
cation in that period, are recalled. The difficult transport 
situation at that time and the various causes that created it -· 
the destruction of means of communication during the war, 
their abnormal wear and tear, the administrative: and technical 
disorganisation of the transport system, besides more general 
factors, such as economic dislocation, modifications of frontiers, 
etc. - were particularly marked in the European countries. 
Por this reason, the present study, although not limited to 
Europe, is devoted mostly to European problems, both in its 
description of the transport situation as it then was and in its 
outline of the· various restonttion measures devised to cope with 
it. The post-war reconstructio~ work, too, was of incom ... 
Pa.rably greater consequence in the European countries,· parti­
cularly in those of Central and Eastern Europe, than anywhere 
else. · 

This restoration work is described in Part ·Two of the memo­
randum. Th~ period covered_ is approximately that of the first 
decade after 1918, as it can be considered that at the end of that 
period the principal problems in the transport ·field~ resulting 
directly from the Great ·War~ had reached a solution~ As 
already stated~ the present stud:y is. confined to the various 
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reliA~ d reconstruction activities . undertaken under the 
el an • • d' ct 'st • f the League or w1th 1ts 1re ass1 ance. ausp1ces o ' . Tw • · 
The League's efforts, as recalled xn . ~art o~ cox:np~ed, 

in the first place, general measu~es to !ac1~tat~ commumcatlons. 
These took the fonn of technical mvestigations mto the European 
transport system as a whole, carried o~t by the League Organ­
isation for Communications and Transit, a number of conven­
tions and recommendations on transport problems of a general 
character, adopted by conferences held wi~hin the ~ramework 
of the Transit Organisation during the penod mentioned, and 
action of a more specialised character in regard to passports 
and identity papers. Thusf by reason of the special object 
of this study, its presentation does not follow the usual lines 
according to which the work of the Transit Organisation is 
considered under the headings "Codification of International 
Law on Communications ", including all the conventions 
established under ·its auspices in the inter-war period, and 
••Technical Activities•• concerning various practical transport 
problems. ln point of fact, the general conventions concluded 
in the early post-war years, together with certain recommen~ 
. dations of a general character. as Set forth in this study. should 
be considered as an important element of the post-war restor .. 
ation, as ther eon~uted to the removal ~f the then prevailing 
transport difficulttes - from a. legal,. administrative and 
economic point. of view - and to the re-establishment of 
essential conditions of freedom in the sphere of international 
communications. · Other conventi~ns, however, that were sub .. 
sequently concluded under the auspices of the Transit Organisa­
tion. aimed rather at a better technical or administrative settle­
ment ~f specific. transit pro~l~, or . at ·the unification of · 
regulatio~s aff~ting commumcations, and are for. this. reason 
not mentioned m the present study. 
~~ same subdivision has been ~dop"t_ed in regard. to the 

actiVIties of another category described in Part Tw . b"ch 
deals. with technical measures of reconstruction °' w 11 all d th t · d b . , proper y 
so c e , a w_ere propo~e Y the Transit Organisation or 
by experts appomted by 1t to Governments 'Which . · d 
the League's advice or assistance in settling Partic"'ft-rtrequeste 

-est' I thi t t th . . ''Wll: ansport qu ~ons. : n . s respec :J OOt e vanous· forms of • 
taken in regard to problemS, which .ma~nsidereda:~o: 
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. I t war are set. forth in the present study, 
consequence ~f ~he as s with which the Transit Organisation 
. . . thet s1Jllllar case ' . . . h" th t ry whilst o . . b t which do not fall Wlt In e ca ego 

·had to deal ~ate:; r:Storation efforts, are not mentioned. 
of d~t P~;; Two of the memoran?um also ~~clu~es ~ very­
. Finally,. r· the Transit Organisation's partiCipatiOn Jn the 

short survey o . • bl . 
ud of the technical aspects of political pro ems, on occasiOns 

:he:_. as has often been the case- t~e competent League 
ns and more particularly the Council and the Assembly, 

·· ~:~ted the collaboration of the Organisation. In this category 
~~activities, too, only the cases resulting from situations created 
by the 1914-1918 war are taken into consideration. Such cases 
are mentioned in this memorandum in order to complete the. 
outline .of the League's reconstruction efforts in the sphere 
of transports after that war. 

It may be pointed out that, having regard to the practical 
purpose in view, the present memorandum is intentionally 
presented in a short form giving merely a comprehensive .survey' 
ol the problems dealt with· and of the action taken in the various 
cases •. Detailed documentary material relating tO< each of the 
cases in question 1s available in. earlier League of Nations 
publications, reference to which is made in the relevant foot­
notes. Moreover, a complete chronological list of these docu­
.ments i& given in the Appendbt (page 51}. 

* * * 
This study has b~n prepared by the permanent secretariat 

of t~e Organisation for Communications and Transit, which is 
proVJ.ded by the EconomiC; Financial and Transit Department 
of the League Secretariat. . · · · 

Geneva, August i 944. 



PART ONE 

BRIEF STATEMENT OF THE TRANSPORT SITUATION 
AT THE END OF THE 1914-1918 WAR 1 

The ·effects of the conflagration of 1914-1918 and the nature 
of the damage it caused in the field of transport differed 
according to the geographical position of the various countries, 
the part they played during the war, their distance from the 
theatres of operations and, at a .later stage, the diverse political, 
economic and social circumstances which characterised their 
situation at the end of hostilities, 

There were, however, general features common to all 
countries concerned. As already stated in the Introduction, 
it is here proposed to examine more particularly the conditions 
of transport in Europe after the first world war, and to recall 
the problems that demanded special attention. 

Before considering the various factors which affected 
transport, it should be remembered that one of the regrettable 
consequences of the war had been the forced suspension of 
that organised international collaboration which, up to 1914, 
was largely responsible for the increased efficiency of the 
transport services, rendering traffic more rapid, more economical 
and safer. In 1919, a full system of agreements and conventions 
had to be reinstituted. · 

In order to present a clearer picture, it is advisable to examine 
the dillerent means of transport separately~ in spite of their 
~lose interdependence. 

1 For more details, see document of the League of Nations: General 
Transport Situation in 1921, statements submitted by the States which 
took part in the First General Conference on Communications and 
Transit, held in March-April 1921. 
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1. RAILWAYS 

The destruction of means of communication is a de 
1 consequence of military operations. Extremely effici~n~rable 

technical military preparations enabled the belligerent and 
eftect systematic destruction, rendering the work of recon~ru~ 
tion difficult, lengthy and costly. 

The value of lines, bridges~ tunnels, buildings, plant, rolling .. 
stock and workshops destroyed during the war was enormous 
_ especially in France, Belgium, Yugoslavia, Italy and 
Poland. Hundreds of millions of francs had to be ex .. 
pended for their reconstruction. .Only neutral countries and 
in a lesser degree, the United Kingdom, had not suffered i~ 
this respect. 

In some countries, the direct material losses, although very 
extensive, did not compare in gravity with the damage caused 
indirectly. One of the most generally known and most striking 
features of this situation was the over-burdening of all railway 
resources, together with the excessive deterioration of rolling .. 
stock, due to the impossibility of carrying out normal repairs. 
Rolling-stock having been mainly concentrated in or near the 
zones of military operations, it was far removed from its usual 
centres of assembly where the workshops were situated. These 
workshops, moreover, had been deprived of the services of their 
most skilled workmen and engines had to be run by inexpe~ 
rienced drivers who, in some cases, had not even completed 
their apprenticeship. In addition, owing to the coal shortage, 
all kinds of inferiol' fuel had to be used - in Eastern Europe, 
mainly wood. 

Incidentally, this shortage of coal gave a great incentive 
in many countries to investigations directed towards the 
electrification of railways. Neutral eo~tries such as Sweden, 
Switzerland and Spain, .h~d alrea~y made considerable progress 
at the end. of the war 1n Carrying out their plans of electri .. 
fication. · · 

After the war, less apparent but possibly more important 
than the material destruction was the change in direction 
of the flow of traffic which was intimately connected with the 
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of the war; principall~ in C~ntral Europe. 
'tic\! consequences . . Empire, the xnru.n railway syste~s 

polithe Austro-Jiungaritaln chosen to conform with the econonnc 
Jn t apparen Y · h '·th th ·r 
& Jlo'W'ed rou es . they crossed rather t an Wl . ex 
,o th oou~n~ · td JicY of e . . These lines thereby represen e a 
po • a1 conditiOns. . . d d. ti t 
geogtaphic . . 1 . . trument . and sometimes create IS nc : 

f 1 Pohtica ms · 1 · 
Power u t ·n·· ot I·n harmony with natura economic 

· f transpor 
currents 0 h gh communications from east to west were 

'ti ns T rou · · Af condi 0 • 
1
. converged on Vienna and Budapest. ter 

· All mes · h" h 1' · h' fl · rar~. th new Central-European States w 1c 1e c Ie Y 
tile war, e ]' · · th t · east to west preferred, of course, 1nes runmng 1n . a 
f~orn . and took the first possible opportunity to divert 
d1rect1on . f · 1 · rt t . tl'onal traffic to the new centres o v1ta 1mpo ance . o 
mterna · · · · · · d uld t b 
them. The temporary di~ruptio~ thus cause co no e 

rcome simply by financial sacrifices, whether large or small. 
ove . . . d d . t Important changes in frontiers. had. also ren ere man! 1n er ... 
national stations useless, malung It necessary to build new 
ones. Such. building not only involved additional expenditure 
but also gave rise to a great many technical, political and other 
difficulties and complications which could be surmounted only 
by mutual understanding among the various States in regard 
to the different problems that had to be solved. 

In the meantime, however, operations on the frontiers were 
often held up and international traffic was seriously impaired. 
Moreover, in several territories formerly belonging to the 
Russian Empire, the wider gauge had to be converted to con­
tinental standard in order to render possible the interchange 
of rolling-stock with the rest ot Europe. This disorder in 
transport was further aggravated by currency difficulties and 
disastrous exchange fluctuations. Railway tariffs were deprived 
of all sta])ility, and the impossibility to calculate the cost of 
transport made it extremely difficult for the different admi­
nistrations to co-operate. 

Thus, the European transport problem was .fraught :with 
difficulties resulting from four years of destruction combined, 
in some countries, witb post-war economic and political 
disturbances. 

As already stated, (luring the. war rolling-stock in all 
belligerent countries suffered from the excessive demands made 
on the available means of transport. Germany owned a supply 
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of rolling-stock which was abundant and in excellent condition 
before the war, but sh~ wa.s compelle~ subseq.uently to subject 
it to a very heavy stram Without ?avmg the_ tim~ or the oppor .. 
tunity to undertake adequate repru.rs. The s1tuat1on was similar 
in many other countries. ~ a r~sult of ~he Allied blockade, 
different countries had to use mfe?or ~atenal a~d fuel, thereby · 
accelerating the process of detenorat1on of the1r stock; whilst 
repairs became more urgently necessary,. ~e outp~t of workers 
gradually diminished. Aft~r the. Anmst1ce, tb1~ became. a 
feature common to all countnes, owmg partly to the Introduction 
of new regulations concerning working-hours and partly to the 
lack. of skilled labour and supervision. Strikes, political 
difficulties and, in some countries, shortage of food still further 
reduced the output. The percentage of material sent to repair 
shops was extremely high and its consequent immobilisation 
caused difficulties throughout Europe. 

Countries such as Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugo­
slavia and Austria suffered from the fact that the distribution 
of rolling-stock formerly owned by the Austro-Hungarian 
railways was delayed. The ensuing uncertainty as to the 
ownership of vast quantities of such stoclc led to further neglect 
in its upkeep. 

Naturally, the difficulties encountered in reconstituting 
stocks could be speedily overcome in highly-developed industrial 
countries, but the rolling-stock crisis lasted longer in countries 
whose resources were exhausted and where the industrial 
facilities necessary for making good their losses were not 
available. This was especially the case .in ·Eastern Europe. 

As we have pointed out above, the transport crisis during 
and after the war was intensified by the scarcity of fuel for 
railwaysJ even in large producing ·countries such as Great 
B?tain which had previo~sly supplied many ~uropean countries 
Wlth coal but where pnces had. increased. fourfold; not only 
the pr~ces but also the quanti~ies of fuel used had, in many 
cases, mcreased as a result of 1ts inferior quality and because 
heavier trains were put into service. · · 

The coal crisis, however, lasted .for only one or two years 
afte:r the Armistice. It had been a direct result of the war 
and it was not long before all countries had once moTe an ade­
quate supply of fuel. :Vet prices continued io remain high, 
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cbieil; on account of currency depreciations and new labour 

conditions. · 'fi · d · d bl d · 
1 all countries, rallway tar1 s Increase cons1 era y ur1ng 

th :ar and they rose still further during the period immediately 
f J~owing. Before the war, there was a tendency for tariffs to b: reduced on a large scale, owing to the fact that railways were 
gradually passing under Government control and there was 
therefore a greater inclination to experiment in tariff reduction, 
even without previous knowledge of its ultimate consequences 
or financial results. J{een competition amongst producing 
countries had led to an attempt to introduce lower freight ... 
rates, with the object of overcoming the traffic barriers created 
by Customs tariffs.. The economic situation produced by the 
war not only checked these tendencies but was responsible for 
a movement in the opposite direction and led to an enormous 
rise in the cost of transport. With the adoption of a shorter 
working-day and higher wages, and through the scarcity and 
bad quality of the materials employed, and as a result~ .also, 
of currency depreciations, a real crisis in the cost of operating 
railways occurred in. all countries, notwithstanding th~ economies 
progressively achieved during the war by means of a more 
rational use of trains. 

A certain period must always elapse before causes pro­
~uce their effects, and it was, in fact, only slowly that 
tariffs followed the ·upward movement in running-costs. 
Moreover, it was natural that Governments should have 
felt reluctant to adopt or to sanction at once increases which 
they had every reason to fear might react directly on the 
cost of living. 

This delay in raising rates during, and especially after, the 
last war gravely imperilled the financial position of many 
railway systems. The chief problem was how to arrest the 
steady increase in staff expenditure. The question was a 
difficult one to solve and it was still further complicated by 
political considerations. Its importance to railway finances 
is readily appreciated when it is remembered that, on European 
railways, salaries and wages averaged about one-half the total 
working expenses. Inevitably, this state of affairs considerably 
impeded the development of railways. Private capital was not 
attracted by them, and support from public finances was no 
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longer forthcoming because of the heavy demands being :made 
upon them from other quarters. 

One of the few beneficial efiects of the war on the railway 
was the development that resulted in increased tonnage bein a 
transported by each trai~. This w~ re~dered possible througf 
the introduction of vanous techmcal 1mprovements such as 
continuous breaks, etc. .This increase in trainloads was to 
reach nearly the same higl1 proportions as existed in the United 
States of America and, in due course, wa~ to lead to a reduction 
in freight-rates. 

In other continents, the war had no noticeable effects on 
railways- but in Japan increased economic activity gave a 
great impetus to traffic. In that country, both the tptallength 
of lines and the amount of rolling-stock were vastly increased 
during the war. ln 1914, the Japanese railwa~s wer~ already 
being operated chiefly by the State, and w1th satisfactory 
financial results. 

Moreover, both during and after the war, there was in 
several countries a general tend~ncy to place railways under 
the ownership, or at least under the permanent control of the 
State. 

2.. INLAND NAVIGATION 

The ettects of the war on navigable waterways cannot be 
compared with its efiects on railways, as the resources of the 
latter were much more directly exposed to damage and were 
submitted to a much .heavier strain. Destruction had been 
relatively slight in extent and, as a rule, could be easily repaired. 
Further, during the war, some Governments had established 
railway connections with river ports and had thereby increased 
the efficiency of inland navigation. Nevertheless, the same 
factors which had so seriously impeded railway traffic after the 
Armistice had, to a certain extent, similar effects on river 
navigation. At the end of the war~ this means of communica­
tion was marked, among other features, by a considerable 
increase in the cost of water transport as compared with pre-war 
rates .. This increase ~as so marked that it led to a paradoxical 
result: m some coun~es, water ~nsport b~me more ·expensive 
than transport by rail and thus inland naVIgation lost its most 

l 



-15-

. rtant advantage over railways - namely, its. cheapness. 
1I11P0 

· ·t . 1 d . t' h' h This constituted a grav_e menace o m an nav1g~ IOn, w 1c , 
after the war~ was mamly employed because railways could 
ot cope with all the demands made upon them. The reasons 

kr ti1e rise in freight-rates did not lie in a reduction of the 
tonnage available, as losses had been replaced very quickly. 
The .rise was due. rather to the increased post-war cost of 
shipbuilding and heavier working expenses. Tugs and barges 
were many times dearer than in 1914. The cost of fuel, of 
labour and of all material~ used in the shipping services also 
rose greatly. 

Most important of all, inland navigation was considerably 
disorganised as a consequence of the change of frontiers# ·The 
situation was particularly confused in the Danubian States. 
There: was a large diminution in Danubian traffic, mainly owing 
to the post-war decline in production and commerce. At the 
same· time the breaking-up of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy 
gave rise to specially acute problems. Before the war, over a 
wide part of Central Europe, raw materials could be obtained 
and finished products distributed without crossing frontiers. 
The dismemberment of tltis single Customs tari:IT area and its 
subsequent division amongst different States fundamentally 
changed the economic situation; raw materials were often shut 
off from the factories where they were formerly worked, and 
factories, in their turn, were shut ofi from their former customers. 
Free trade was supplanted by high protective tariffs and tltis 
new state of affairs. adversely affected the volume of traffic. 
Numerous frontier formalities created delays which cumulatively 
constituted a serious economic waste of slllpping. New dues 
and taxes of various kinds in each country also imposed 
additional financial burdens. 

• 
S. MARITIME PoRTS AND OcEAN SHIPPING 

With rare .exceptions, any damage done to ports during 
the war did not disrupt transport. Undoubtedly shipping 
suffered heavily and many vessels were destroyed; but these 
losses were quickly made good; inde~d, the world's gross 
ton1,1age, which amounted .in June 1914 to 45 million tons, 
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reached a total in June 1919 of 48 million tons. Moreov 
the displacement and speed of the new shl:p.s was greater, a:~ 
tankers constituted a much larger and sailing-vessels a lllueh 
smaller proportion of the total tonnage. . 

In the case of railways, each of the belligerent countries had 
as a rule, to supply from. its own stock the ma~erial necessar; 
for repairing destroyed hnes and damaged rollmg-stock. For 
shipping, however,. the belligerents could eff.ectively enlist, 
apart from their own resources, those of countr1es far removed 
from the theatre of war. 

But, although only a few ports had really suffered as a direct 
result of the war, the upkeep of many of them had been more 
or less neglected during hostilities and immediately after 
the Armistice; maintenance and repairs were restricted to 
absolute essentials. 

The cost of maritime transport, like that of inland naviga­
tion, had increased considerably. On certain routes, freight~ 
rates were ten times, or even twenty times, higher at the 
end of the war than in 1914. The increased cost of fuel, 
wages, materials and insurances was of course responsible 
for this .. 

But the world's mercantile marine continued to increase 
after the Armistice, and was stimulated in a number of countries 
which wished to ensure greater economic and military inde­
pendence by Government subsidies. 

The order of importance of the merchant fleets of the different 
countries of the world underwent a considerable change. After 
the war, the United Kingdom still occupied the first place, but 
possessed only 31% of existing tonnage as against 42% in 1914. 
Japan, France, Italy and particularly the United States of 
America increased their fleets. · 

As a result of the war, several countries which had formerly 
been: dependent on Great Britain for the construction of their 
vessels were obliged to establish their own shipyards or to extend 
existing ones and thus became in due course less dependent 
on foreign shipbuilding facilities. 

At the end of hostilities, ·when the hindrances 'imposed by 
war measures were abolished, the available world tonnage 
exceeded the demand. Freight-rates began to drop steadily 
~hilst working expenses remained high. In 1921, ocean 
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b
i t to a crisis which was the exact opposite of 

. g was su Jec 
sbippin . enced by the railways. · 
that expen .. 

4. MoTOR TRANSPORT 

Extended use of road transp.ort was one of the chara.cter}stic 
results of the first w?rld ':ar m the field of commumcati?ns. 
Before the war, the h1gh pnce of m~tor .. cars had been a senous 
bstacle to the development of thts form of transport-. But :t ti1e end of hostilities large quantities of low-priced vehicles 

were thrown on the market, and the extended use of motor 
transport was also stimulated by the disorganisation of the 
railways. Road transport, it is true. was not cheaper - running 
costs were still comparatively high at the time when railway 
tariffs had been considerably increased. - but it ensured more 
speedy delivery and fewer risks or losses during a period when 
thefts and delays were frequent. on railways. In order to secure 
these advantages, the public did not hesitate to pay higher prices 
for road transport. It must be noted, however, that the striking 
development of motor transport w~s not called forth by the 
war but was merely stimulated by it.. This development was 
the natural result of the constant improvements that had been 
effected in road transport even before 1914 and had been only 
accelerated and applied on a large scale as a result of the war. 

5. AIR TRANSPORT 

. In 191~, commercial air transport was a projected rather than 
an established fact. The war had given n'se to ext d' t h · · · · · raor mary 
ec ~cal developments, but the experience acquired . 
s?~c1ent to assert definitely that aviation would he su7t:~ ~ot 
c~vil tra?sport on a large scale. Furthermore owi t ~r 
difficulties, only a very limited section of th~ b~g o econonuc 
been able to afford this. expensive means of :u Ic would. have 
regular and continuous public services must b:nsport, whereas 
a firml~ established flow of traffic that is not li ~le to r~ly on. 
fluctuations. Such conditions were not ttai a le ~o VIolent 
years after the Annistice. a ned until several 



PART TWO 

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND THE RESTORATION 
OF MEANS OF COMMUNICATION 

In Part One of this memorandum, the general conditions 
of tran.sport after the first world war have been very briefly 
summari$ed~ ·The object of the present part is to review the 
work done by or under the impulse of the League of Nations 
in regard tQ the restoration of transport - especially in Europe. 

The very difficulties which were experienced at the end 
of the last war convinced Governments of the absolute necessity 
for examining these problems impartially and for uniting in 
seeking remedies for them, lt is the aim of this part of the 
present memorandum to give a brief summary of the action 
taken. · 

I~ -. GENERAL MEASURES TO FACILITATE 
COMMUNICATION$ 

The Provisional Comm.unications and Transit Committee 
of the League of Nations - which succeeded the Commission 
for the International Regime of Ports, Waterways and Railways 
of the Paris Peace Conference - started at once on the work 
of giving effect to the provision$ concerning transport embodied 
in Article .23 (e) of the Covenant of the League of Nations~. 

1 Article 23 (e) reads as follows: 
"Subject to and in accordance with the provisions of international 

conventions existing or hereafter to be agreed upon, the Members of 
the League: 

• 9 • 't .~· ., • • • • • ·• ·•. ..~ • • e :. • . , 111 ,. 1 , 1 li -~ ._. II' e II 

"(e) will make provision to secure and maintain freedom ot 
communications and of transit and equitable treatment for the 
commerce of all Members of the League. In this connection the 
special necessities of the regions devastated during the wu of 
1914~1918 shall be borne in mind; .............. ,.~········ ,, 

• -~ :<! •. • • 
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lt drew up draft general conventions or reconunendat·o 
f . 1 ns 

relating to freedom o transit,. wa~erways, railways, ports of 
international concern and the nght of landlocked States to a 
maritime flag. Draft statutes were also prepared for the 
Permanent Communications and Transit Organisation of the 
League, the creation of which had been decided upon by the 
First Assembly. The work of the Provisional Committee 
culminated in the First General Conference on Communi~ 
cations and Transit and was completed in the Second General 
Conference. 

1 ~ CONVENTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED BY THE 

FIRST AND SECOND GENERAL CONFERENCES 
ON COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSIT ~ 

The First General Conference met at Barcelona from March 
10th to April 20th, 1921, with the object of devising measures 
for ensuring freedom of transit on all lines of communication 
and guaranteeing equality of treatment for passenger and 
freight traffic on navigable waterways of international concern. 
These two important questions were the subject of international 
conventions drawn up and concluded at the Barcelona Confe­
rence.· Forty-four States took part in this Conference; several 
were not yet members of the League. 

Traffic in transit stands in special need of international 
guarantees. In the case of exports and imports, a Sta~e which 
obstructs or prevents entry or exit may indirectly cause serious 
prejudice to the economic activities of the world and so may 
injure every State. But it injures directly only the State whose 
goods it is refusing to' receive or to which it is not allowing its 
own products to proceed. If, however, a country interrupts 
or obstructs transport in transit, it injures both the States 
which ex?ort an_d those which import the products whose passage 
through 1ts temtory has been prevented. Such an interruption 
of traffic frequently leads to reprisals and retaliatory . action, 
the results of which cannot be limited. 

1 Official instruments approved by these two Conferences (docu­
ments C.t5.M.t0.1921.V,IIl and C.823.M.312.1923.Vlll). 
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. t therefore of the International Convention of 
The obJ ecF., dom of Transit was to prevent the occurrence 

B celona on ree · · · t bl. h d 
W"< ch interruptions or hindrances. To that end, It es. a IS e 

ot su . t to legitimate reservations - complete . freedom of 
- subJeC · 1 d'ti · f f •t Equality in this field is an essentia con 1 on o ree-
transi Without equality of treatment, the flow of traffic would 
:~~~bject to onerous conditions and would auto~atically b~ ~eld 

owing to the natural effects of commercial . competition. 
up The Barcelona Convention on the Regime of Navigable Water• 
wags ·of International Concern applies the same principles of 
freedom and equality to every category of transport on water­
ways of international concern, including imports and exports 
a~d, in a somewhat more limited manner; to the internal traffic 
on these waterways. 

The term ''waterways of international concern " is· applied 
to waterways accessible to ordinary commercial navigation 
and providing more tha11 one State with an outlet to the sea. 
A State crossed by such a waterway cannot monopolise it for 
its own benefit without injuring other Statesw Countries 
situated upstream on great international rivers would suffer 
particularly from this lack of liberty, more especially if they 
were deprived of an outlet to the sea. For such countries, the 
claim to freedom of navigation on waterways of international 
concern is only another way of asserting their right to have 
free access to the sea. 

As some States were willing, on the condition of reciprocity, 
to accept certain obligations in regard_ to all their waterways, 
and not only to those of international concern, an Addi­
tional Protocol to the latter Convention was drawn up with 
the object of gradually rendering it possible to increase liberty 
of tiver communications throughout the world to any degree 
that States may desire . 

. Both these c.onvention~ provide th~t a.ny dispute which may 
ariSe as to the .Jnterpretation or apphcation of the Convention 
and which is not settled directly between the parties themselves 
shall be brought before the Permanent Court of International 
Justice, unless, under a special agreement or a general arbitra­
tion provision, steps are taken for its settlement by some o:ther 
means. ~n ordc:r to settle such disputes, however, as far as 
pos~ible, m a friendly way, the contracting States undertake, 
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before resorting to. any judicial proceedings, to submit su h 
disputes for an opinion to the L.eague's Adv~so~ and Techni~l 
Organisation in matters concernmg commumcattons and transit 
_ i.e., the Advisory Committee for Communications and 
Transit. 

The above-mentioned two Conventions and the Additional 
Protocol came into force on October 31st, 1922. Subsequently, 
thirty-three Governments in all became parties to the first 
of these Conventions, twenty to the second, and seventeen 
to the Additional Protocol. 
. The idea of international equality further led the Barcelona 
Conference to adopt a Declaration permitting States without 
a sea-coast to possess a maritime flag and hence a merchant 
fleet. This is the Declar(ltion recognisi~g jhe Right to a Flag 
P/ States having no Sea-coast j to which thirty~six. Governments 
acceded. 
. The Barcelona Conference ·adopted also a recommendation 
concerning the statute for ports placed under an international 
regime and a series of recommendations with regard to the 
regime of railways. These recommendations led later to two 
Conventions bearing respectively on the International Regime 
of Railways and on the International Regime of Maritime Ports, 
which were concluded at the Second General Conference on 
Communications and Transit, as explained below; 

Further, the Statute of the Organisation for Communications 
~nd Transit was adopted and the Advisory and Technical 
Committee for Communications and Transit was duly 
established. 
. This remarkable achievement initiated important progr~ 
in three directions! (1) the establishment of general principles 
which should govern the relations between States in matters 
of international transport; (2) the creation of a jurisdiction .for 
the interpretation of the principles thus· laid down and for the 
prompt conciliation and settlement of any differences which 
might. arise; (3) !-he . establishme~t. of ~n organ charged wit~ 
watching, co~o~dinabng and asSls~ng 1n the development of 
transport relat1ons between the different countries. 
· The Barcelona Conference was an important start and as 
will be seen, the creation of the Advisory and Technical c~m .. 
JU,ittee for Communications and Transit was to make possibl~ 



.. 

-23-

. . t measures for the restoration and 
. h tudy of adequa e , . 

a thoroug s eans of co:romumcatiOn. . .. 
iinprovement ~f m nt task of the Advisory and Techm?al 

The most tmporta . t'ons and Transit- apart from Its 
'tte for Coromumca 1 't coxnuu . e . . . . d the work undertaken on 1 s own 

admm~strative du~ltesdanat the outset, in the preparation of 
. 't'ative - eons1s e , . t' d 
IDll G ra1 Conference on Commumca ·wns an 
the Second ene 
Transit. 'tt t ornate the It bas also been the duty of the Comml ee o pr . 
carrying out of the Resolutions of the B~reelona Confere~ce 

d to make enquiries of the Governments 1n order to expedite 
an · · bt G ratifications or adhesions. As an intermediary e :ween oyern-
ments in seeing that the decisions taken at international con­
ferences were applied, the rOle of the Committee subsequently 
became increasingly appreciated so that it was asked more and 
more frequently to send representatives to all inter-governmental 
conferences and meetings of institutions concerned with trans­
port questions. In this preparatory period, the Committee 
.for its part 'established its method of procedure more definitely 
and was able to obtain the collaboration in various countries 
of qualified experts. With the assistance· of these experts, 
special committees could be set up to deal with various technical 
subjects. !his. method of creating sub-committees was in due 
course more generally adopted and its application became more 
and more indispensable in view of the increasingly complex and 
specialised nature of the Committee's work. 

As already stated, however, the most important part of the 
work of ~he Committee during the period under review was the 
preparation o! th.e SeC?nd General Conference on Communi;. 
cations and Trans1t, which met at Geneva from November 15th 
to December 9th, 1923. 

On the ba~is of this preparatory work, the Conference adopted 
four conventions: · 

The General Convention on the International R . 
of Railways; egune 

Th~ ~eneral Convention on the International R . 
of Mantime. Ports; · egime 

:I"he Convention relating to the Tran . . . ·.. . 
of Electric Power; ~and · · snnsslon tn ~ranSlt 
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The Convention on the Development of Hydraulic Pow 
affecting Several States. er 

The comments that follow are confined to the first two 
Conventions, as the other two do not come within the scope 
of this memorandum. 

Convention on the International Regime of Railways. 

The que$tion of the international regime of railways had 
already been raised at the Barcelona Conference in 1921; that 
Conference, apart from the recommendations adopted on this 
matter already mentioned above, passed a resolution that a 
further Confere.qce should shortly be held for the purpose of 
drawing up and signing a convention on this subject. The 
Committee for Communications and Transit thereupon under­
took the preparatory work and, with the help of a Committee 
of experts, drew up a General Draft Convention. The text 
was submitted to the above-mentioned Second General 
Conference and was adopted with certain modifications. 

The Convention contains a summary codification of 
existing international regulations in matters concerning railway 
transport, viz. : 

(a) Interchange of international traffic by rail; 

(b) Mutual use of rolling-stock and technical uniformity; 

(c) Relations between railways and the persons who 
use them; 

(d) Tariffs; 

(e) Financial arrangements between · railway admi ... 
nistrations as regards international traffic; 

(f) General regulations. 

The. Convention f~her provided that any dispute which 
may anse as to the mterpretation or the application of the 
Conv.ention and ~hich eo~l~ not be settled amicably may first 
be laid for an adviSOry opllllon before the advisory and technical 
organisation of the League of Nations· for questions of com-
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• . s and transit - i.e~, as stated above, the Advisory 

.JllunicatiOn f C mmuru· cations and. Transit. If, however, the 
roittee or 0 . t' 

C~Ill e could not be settled in this manner, the contrac mg 
disput t submit it for arbitration unless they agreed to take 
States were o . . 1 J t' 

f .the Permanent Court of Internatlona us Ice. it be ore 

Convention on the International R~gime of Maritime Ports . 
• 

The question of a General Convention on the International 
Regime of Maritime Ports was also discussed in the first place by 
the Barcelona Conference, when it was decided to postpone further 
action in the matter. On the other hand, as already stated, 
that Conference adopted a recommendation on this subject; 
The question was brought for the second time before the League 
Organisation for Communications a:nd Transit by a resolution 
forwarded by the Governments represented at the Genoa 
Economic Conference in May 1922 (concerning which, see 
below), recommending that a General Convention on the 
International Regime of Maritime Ports should be drawn 
up as soon as possible. In these circumstances, the Com­
mittee on Communications and Transit prepared the text 
of a Convention which, with certain modifications, was 
adopted by the Second General Conference on Communications 
and Transit. 

The basic prinCiple of the Convention is that of equality of 
treatment in maritime ports as regards freedom of access to the 
port, the use of the port,_ and the full enjoyment of the benefits 
which it affords to . vessels, their cargoes and passengers, in 
respect both of navigation and of commercial operations. By 
maritime ports are meant ports normally used for commercial 
traffic, naval and fishing ports being excluded from the pro-
visions of the Convention. . 

The settlement of disputes arising out of the interpretation 
or application of the Convention on the International Regime 
of Maritime Ports is provided for in the same way as that of 
disputes relating to the Convention on the International Regim~ 
of Railways. Both of the Conventions came into force in 1926. 
The first was subsequently ratified by twenty-six Governments 
in all and the second by twenty-three. 
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2. TaE GENOA EcoNoMIC CoNFERENCE AND THE AcTION OF 
THE ORGANISATION FOR CoMMUNICATIONS AND TRANsrr 

IN CONNECTION WITH IT 

The Genoa Economic Conference, held in May 1922, con­
centrated and laid fresh emphasis on the various efforts 
to overcome transport difficulties that have already been 
described. 

Article 8 of the Transport Resolutions adopted by the qenoa 
Conference, and forwarded to the Organisation for Communi­
cations and Transit of the League of Nations with the approval 
of the Council and of the Assembly of the League, provided that 
this Organisation should, from time to time, examine the 
progress achieved in canying into effect the Recommendations 
of the Genoa Conference and should, to this end, be invited to 
summon, with the assent of the States concerned, special 
Conferences of experts. 

For the purpose of discharging this duty, the Advisory 
and Technical Committee for Communications and Transit 
made a detailed examination of the provisions of these Reso­
lutions in the course of its session in August 1922 and- since 
a certain number of the articles of the Resolutions adopted by 
the Gen~a Conference merely recommended the conclusion of 
conventions or the ratification of conventions already concluded 
or in preparation - decided that the enquiries to be undertaken 
ought, in the first instance, to be directed more particularly 
towards the application of three articles which alone would 
appear to involve new and original work- i.e., Articles 1, 5 and 7. 
These articles read as follows: 

Arlicle 1~ -"-"All European States should maintain their 
ert:orts to re~tore or to imp~ove t~e. organisation of their 
railways, the1r ports and tliell' mantime and fluvial means 
of com~uni~ation. U ~ese railways, ports ot means of 
commurucation are not 1n a satisfactory condition and if 
the State concerned has not at its disposal the necessary 
r~ources to secure their restor~tion, steps should be taken 
Witho~t dela_y .to p~ocure for 1t the necessary ·assistance. 
To th1s end. It 1s des1rable that States which are in need of 
assistance should organise surveys with the aid of competent 
experts. " . · 
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• . _ "The Conference notes with satisfaction 
Artzcle 5~e iven by all the States signatory of the Agree­

the ~ss;ra~he gRegulation of International Railway Traffic, 
menl~d~d at Porto-Ros~ on November 23rd, 1921, that.tbey 
cone ut or are putting the $aid Agreement~ effectively 
r~~e tperation. Tl~e E.uropeaii Stat~s not Signa~OIY, . to 
these Agreements Ji!\ew1se acpep"t their .gener~l ~nnc1pie.s 
with a view to puttmg them mto operatl~n w1th the lea~~ 
possible delay in so far as they are applicable. to t~em. 

{It :may be stated, in this connection, t~at, owmg to 
the growing appreciati.on ?f the need for takmg measu.res 
to improve commumcations between the Succession 
States of Austria-Hungary, and in order to facilitate tlte 
simultaneous and reciprocal application of the various 
measures already agreed upon in principle, an important 
conference was held at Porto-Rosa in November 1921; 
where several Agreements were reached concerning : the 
provisional marking of the carriages and wagons of the 
old Austro-Hungarian railways pending the final allo­
cation of this rolling-stock to the Succession States; the 
restitution of vehicles belonging to private individuals, 
private companies and private railways except in cases 
where such rolling-stock was claimed as war booty; 
mutual assistance in the supply .of spare parts for minor 
repairs to Austro-Hungarian wagons. 

It might also be mentioned that, before the Porto• 
Rosa Agreements, the resumption of the international 
circulation o! wagons in Europe was already ensured by 
the Convention of Stresa, which was concluded in May 
1921 an~ came int~ fo~ce on January 1st, 1922. This 
Convention both simplified the pre~war arrangements 
and secured the adopti~n of a uniform system of wagon 
~xchange on the contmental stan(iard-gauge railways 
lQ Europe.) 

Article "/. ,- "Seeing that the restoration of railways 
and waterways will take a certain time, the Commission 
recommends that services of motor transport should be 
established provisionally in cases. where it may be practicable 
and desirable." · 

However, since the special question of motor transport did 
not yet appear to be of great urgency, and as, by reason of th 
terms of Article 7 itself~ it could be dealt with only in c~nnectio e 
with the results of the enq~iry into the general restoration 0~ 
the means of transport provided for in Article 1, it was thought 
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preferable to postpone the investigation into tne develop 
. .. 1 t t rt ment of commerc1a mo or ranspo . 

Consequently, enquiries in~o the app~ication in Europe of 
the Genoa Conference Resolutions regardmg transport referred 
more particularly to the application of Articles 1 and 5 and were 
intended to furnish summary replies to the following ques­
tion'S:. 

(1} 'What action had been taken to restore or improve 
the organisation of railways and other mean~ of 
communication, and what assistance might be 
required in the future? 

(2) What were the possibilities of supplying other States 
with such assistance as they might require, both 
in expert staff and in material? 

(3) What efiect had been given to the Porto-Rosa 
Agreements and to what extent had the principles 
contained therein been applied ? 

On these several points the States concerned were requested 
to furnish the necesary information to the Secretariat of the 
Advisory and Technical Committee for Communications and 
Transit. 

Enquirg regarding European Railways. 

A.s a result of the Resolutions of the ·Genoa Conference, the 
Committee conducted a careful enquiry into the then prevailing 
conditions of rail traffic and the re-establishment of means of 
communication in Europe, especially in the Central and Eastern 
European countries . that were confronted with particularly 
complex problems. Already at the Barcelona Conference, 
enquiries had been instituted into the general transport situation 
at the time when the Conference met. The investigations in 
question were based on official documents submitted by most 
of the Governments represented at the Conference. But now a 
different ~nd very successf~ method was applied in regard to 
the question of the re-establishment of means of communication: 
in the above--mentioned countries. The Committee felt· it 
necessary to get into direct touch with national services, with 
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•. . merobers or of specially appointed experts. 
· 1 of ItS own · · t t the he P . d r to establish contact with the compe en 

A.cco~dingly, Intorenets of the States concerned, the Committee 
. Aft1.n1cal depar m B · d' 
t~ d · 1923 an expert, Colonel Mance (now nga Jet• 
appomtle s'. m H Osborne Mance) former President of the 
Genera ll' • · ' · C 'I · · · tions Section of the Supreroe. Economic ouncl 
Conunuruca . · · 1 c ·u 
and former Vice-Chairman of th~ League's Pr~VIsiOna ommt ee 
for Communications and Transit. 

During his mission, this representative of the League collected 
and co..ordinated very valuable information from these depart­
ments concerning the application of certain resolutions of the 
Genoa Conference in regard to transport questions and gained 
first-hand knowledge of the. situation in the various countries. 
His report, dated August 14th,: 1923, l. proved most useful to. 
the League as a pasis for further action. It was thus possible 
to ascertain what the fundamental difficulties were and to 
endeavour gradually to remove them. 

Colonel Mance ended his report as follows: 

"A report of this nature. does not lend itself to a sum­
mary of conclusions. The general impression conveyed 
therein may perhaps be summarised as follows : return to 
normal conditions in Western and Northern Europe; else~ 
where. universal improvement of transportation through 
the virtual elimination of political distractions and· the 
betterment of material conditions; outstanding need for 
railway credits and for the general stabilisation of the 
exchange; the complete satisfaction of these needs must 
wait till political distractions are similarly eliminated from 
the economic sphere and until the means of communication 
are placed on a commercial basis. In short; the efforts of 
the past four years have not been in vain and point the 
way to future progress.,. · 

Thus the desiderata put forward by the League on various 
occasions in regard to the improvement of communications and 
transit had already been partly realised by the different Govern­
ments and, as far as circumstances permitted1 bilateral agree­
ments were concluded between neighbouring States alongside 
the general conventions adopted under League auspices. In 

. 1 Restoration of the Means of Communication in Europe (doc t 
A.64.1923.VIII). · umen 
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this connection,. it may be. added that the work of the Int~r­
national Union of Railway Administrations, which was estab­
lished in pursuance of the resolutions of the Genoa Conference 
and with which the Organisation for Communications and 
Transit eollaborated, tended to facilitate agreements between 
various railway administrations in Europe and to make them 
more general. 

A few years after the end of the war, the normal forms of 
international communications were thus more or less re­
established. The next need was for increased e'fficiency through 
closer and more general collaboration. 

Rhine and Danube N avigalion. 

\Vith regard more particularly to the question of river 
naVigation, the League's Advisory and Technical Committee 
for Communications and Transit- in pursuance of the resolutions 
of the Genoa Conference which entrusted it with tbe task of 
examining from time to time the state of communications and 
means of transport in Europe- requested Mr. Walter D. Hines, 
formerly Genera~ Director of Transport in the United States 
of America, to make an enquiry into the position of inland 
navigation in Europe in 1925, with particular reference to the 
Rhine and the Danube. Mr. Hines and his assistant, Major 
Brehon Somerwell (now Lieutenant-General Brehon Somerwell), 
thereupon undertook a mission on the spot, during which they 
conferred with the government and shipping representatives 
in the riparian countries and collected most useful documentary 
material which was published in their voluminous report on this 
mission, dated August 1st, 1925.1 

As to the conditions of navigation on the Rhin~ the experts' 
report confined itseU to a discussion of some of the principal 
subjects submitted for their consideration in the course of the 
enquiry. Extensive statistics and most comprehtmsiye infor­
mation concerning that river had been compiled over. a long 
period and. were readily accessible. The report stated that 
representatives of Belgian,. Dutch, Frencll and German interests 

1 Report on Rhine Navigation (document C.444.M 1641925 VII:g. 
Report on Danube Navigation (document C.444(a).M.1S4(a).1925 .. VIII): 
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to tlle Unfavourable effects upon 
· ·· t · ncern as . 

all eXpress:d g~ea r:~ulting from the development of rail;'ay 
niune na'Vlgation . tatives all agreed that senous 
Ll • • These represen h th 
coJDpetition. d by such competition, althoug ey 

being cause . . . 
injury was . greement as to which specrfic railways were 
were not always m ~ . 
the source of sue~ l~Juarly .aspects of the situation was that the 

One of the pnncip d h 
rth-Gefman seaports, Hamburg and Bremen, se~me to ave 

~0 made increasingly the beneficiaries of a policy of excep­
ti:~ally low rates on German railways in order to. attract 
commerce to those ports. On the other hand. German: mterests 
claimed that it was the French and Belgian railways which ~ad 
established very low rates extremely detrimental to Rhine 
navigation. . . . . 

The definite impression was thus created that, 1n the radical 
readjustments applied to rates as a result of the post-war 
struggle for advantageous business positions,. the various. 
railway administrations had been adopting policies highly 
prejudicial to the Rhine and therefore to the natural interests 
of the various States concerned with the success of Rhine 
n~vigation~ At the same time, it was by no means certain 
that, in the long run,, these policies would actually benefit the 
railways themselves. Experience had proved the efficiency 
and economy of transport on the Rhine; it was contrary to the 
permanent interests of any of the ripari'an States to have the 
traffic diverted from the Rhine l:>y ~rtificial railway rate 
adjustments. The experts therefore thought it appropriate to 
recommend a thorough re-examination of this broad problem 
in regard to the justification for the prevailing rates of German, 
French and Belgian railways. Other q"'estions were studied 
(the French "supertax. ", Customs seals, Customs practice at 
Cologne, the ccBegleitschein ., and "vrachtlijst u) and for these 
the experts proposed satisfactory solutions. 
. .But .the problems conc~rning the ~hine were relatively few. 
Apart from those reflecting econonuc. c9nditions, they were 
generally so . well defined and so well understood that no 
further questxon appeared to call for comment in the experts' 
report.. 

As regards navigation on the Danube, the situatio f 
li td D . . nwasar 

more comp ca e . unng a period of five months in the 
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year 1925; the experts visited all the Danubian countries 
inspected the river from Ratisbon to Sulina, familiati ~nd 
themselves with the technical, commercial and administra~ng 
problems involved, and conferring at length with representativve 
of the various Governmen~s and shipping interests. AU the: 
representatives made speCial efforts to supply the information 
called for and expressed most sympathetic understanding 
towards the purpose of the enquiry. Owing, however, to a lack 
of sufficient statistics of Danube traffic, comparison between 
post-war and pre-war transport was extremely difficult. It 
eould only be roughly stated that the Danube freight traffic 
in 1923 and 1924 was slightly more than one-half of the normal 
pre-war traffic. No complete comparison could be made 
between pre-war and post-war passenger traffic. It was merely 
known that the available passenger services were at that time 
more extensive in the case of Austria, Hungary and Czecho­
slovakia- and, to a lesser degree, Bulgaria- whereas in the 
case of Yugoslavia and Roumania they had been somewhat 
reduced. 

Before the first world war, the Austrian and Hungarian 
navigation companies carried most of the Danube traffic, 
especially above the Iron Gates. The end of the war, however, 
brought about a change: the traffic was now divided among 
German, Austrian, Czechoslovak, Hungarian, Yugoslav, 
Roumanian, French and Dutch navigation companies. 

At the time of Mr. Hines' enquiry, the Danubian neets as 
a whole had increased by about 25% over pre-war level; the 
port and shop facilities were in general equal to or greater than 
what they had been before the war, whereas the traffic itself 
was much diminished. 

This post-war diminution of traffic was largely due to the 
economic conditions characteristic of Europe in general but 
intensified in the Danubian countries by the breaking-up of 
the wide free trade area which had existed under the Austro­
Hungarian monarchy. 
. The report recommended, among other things, the technical 
Improvement of several stretches of the river channel and of 
ports. 

On the other hand, navigation could be substantially 
promoted by reducing frontier formalities and the time re-
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and. by providing more adequate port 
d for them, quire . 

facilities. mended further that appropriate sta-
Th experts recom ' ' . d b 

. . e D ube traffic should be provided. These woul e 
ttsticsbff to ~~e States and navigation companies concerned and 
vaiua. ~ispensable in: reaching a sound conclusion. as to how 
wereh 1~oney could justifiably be spent in carrying out a com-
muc . • t 
rehen~ive programme of nver lmprovemen . . . . . 

p The report also discussed the work of. the International 
bodies controlling the navigation of the nver - . the Inter­
national Danube Commission, competent for all the nver except 
the maritime part below Braila, and the European Danube 
Commission, competent for the maritime Danube. . . 

Lastly, the report pointed out the necessity for nav1~ation 
companies to do everything in their power to improve their own 
efficiency, in view of the extremely difficult situation of Danube 
navigation. 

The Danube, as the experts stated, needs adequate feeders, 
as does any other transportation system. In a large measure, 
these feeders should be the railways, and therefore rail and 
river through-rates and bills of lading were highly desirable, 
A State making through-rates with foreign railways loses all 
benefits from the traffic at the frontiers, whilst with railway and 
river through-rates, the likelihood exists that the bulk of the 
traffic will move in domestic boats to final destinations and the 
State and its nationals will enjoy the entire profit of transpor­
tation. The experts remarked that, in many instances, the 
railways seemed to work against the Danube by establishing 
extremely low rates via other routes. They suggested that 
more $)'1Dpathetic attention to the legitimate needs of the river 
should ~e given by States and should be urged by navigation 
cornpancres. · 

The very compreh~nsive report by Mr. Hines not only gave 
the LMgue ~ cl_ear p1cture of the situation of the Rhine and 
Danube navtgati.on, but showed to Governments concerned th · 
direction in which t~ey sh?uld endeavour to make progress i~ 
they wanted to attam the1r fullest economic developme t · 

On the problem of ,competition between railway: • d 
navigation on the I\hine and on the Danube Mr Hi an , 
investigations were followed by the work of a Com~itte:~f 
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Experts, appointed by the League's Transit Committe; and 
presided ovet by M. Heckscher, Professor of Political Econont · 
~t Stockholm. The report drawn up by this Committee i~ 
1929 1 was based on informatio~ furnishe~ by the various 
parties concerned and on a detru.led analysis of pre-war and 
current traffic statistics. It indicated what should be normal 
standards of policy for railway rates from the standpoint of 
the interests of users generally and of the better organisation 
of the European transport system. 

3. p A.SSPORTS AND IDENTITY pAPERS 

One special feature of transport facilities, which was of 
considerable importance after the war of 1914-1918, was the 
problem of passports, visas ·and identity papers for persons 
travelling. 

Confer~nce on Passports and Customs Formalities, Paris 1920. 

. One of the first acts of the League was to convene a Confer­
ence on Customs and Passport Formalities. This Conference 
was held in Paris·from October 15th to October 21st, 1920. 
Twenty-two States were represented. Within a few days; the 
Conference unanimously approved a programme for the pro­
gressive clearing up of the apparently hopeless chaos prevailing 
at the time. The most important measures which the Govern­
ments Were invited to take Were the following I: 

(1) A uniform type of passport to be established for 
all countries; 

{2) Passports to be valid for two years or, in exceptional 
cases, for one journey only; . 

(3) The fee charged not to be of a fiscal character; 

1 Document C.127.M.4S.1929.VIII . 
• • 

1 Resolution adop!ed bu the Conference on Pa.sspom, Customs Forma­
lztzes and· Throu.gh-ttckets (document of the League of Nations· dated 
l)ecember 1st, 1920). ' 
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n· lomatic passports or visas ~0 be gra~ted only to 
(4) lp falling within specified categones; 
pmo~ . . 

(5} Preliminary visas (i.e., visas granted.by the authon!~ 
issuing the passport) to be abolished as. far 
possible; 

(6) Exit visas to be abolished for all travellers except 

nationals; 

(7) For passports issued for a single journey the duration 
· of validity of the visa to be the same as that of 

the passport; for passports issued for two ~ears 
the visa to be for one year in all but exceptional 
cases; 

(8) The maximum fee for a visa to be 10 gold francs; 

(9) Transit visas to· be issued at once solely upon 
production of the entra~ce visa of the country of 
destination; 

(10) The duration of validity of a transit visa to be 
. always the same ,as that of the ~nt;rance visa of the 

country of destination; 

(11) The maximum charged for a transit visa to be one 
·gold franc; 

(12) Registered luggage in transit to be exempted from 
any Customs examination in the State of transit; 

(13) Passengers in transit entering countries where laws 
exist prohibiting the export of money and scrip 
to be permitted to claim a certificate showing 
the amount of such money and scrip as they 
have in their possession, and to be entitled 
on leaving the country, to take with them such. 
money and scrip on surrendering the above-men-
tioned: certificate.. · 

. . !he Co~erence also suggested that the League should bring 
to the notice of Governments a number of measure . th 
carrying into effec·~ of which, although highly desirable disd .. te. 

t ·t t d fi "ti · " no ye appear · o warran e m ve Invitations. 
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These points were to be discussed by the Second Passp 
Conference, which will be referred to later. · ort 

The various measures suggested by the Paris Conference 
were notified by the League to all Governments, 'vhich were 
requested to inform the Secretary-General of the extent to which 
they were prepared to comply with the final resolution of the 
Conference. 

The answers given by thirty States :L revealed that most of 
them had given practical effect to this resolution or were 
prepared to do so. Some of them had decided to act on 
the basis of reciprocity. However, at that time, Eastern­
European countries in particular still felt it difficult to modify 
their existing regimes. 

Passport Conference, GenerJa 1926. 

· A Second Passport Conference was held at Geneva from 
May 12th to 18th, 1926. lt brought together the delegations 
of thirty-nine States and representatives of a. number of orga­
nisations concerned with international traffic. 

The Conference, taking into account the real progress ~ade 
since the Paris Conference of 1920, was able to adopt recom­
mendations on the following lines 1 .: 

(a) Passport regime~ 
(i) All States should use the uniform ''international 

type ,., passport adopted by the Conference. Pass­
ports should be valid for groups of countries as large 
as possible and for a duration. of at least two and 
possibly even five years. Fees charged for the 
issue of passports should not exceed the expenses 
involved in. their preparatio11. Formalities for 
issuing passports should be greatly simplified. 

(ii) The abolition of entrance and transit visas should 
be made as general as possible by means of inter­
State agreements. Travellers should be granted 

1 Document C.18S.M.101.1922.VIII. 
• Final Act of the Conference, signed on May 18th i926 ·(docum nt · 

C.S20.M.119.1926.VIII). ' e 

• 
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.. . reak their journey in the count~es 
facilities to. b In cases deserving special 
thro~gh w~ch ~ero:::lc and consular authorities 
conSideratlOn, p d to grant visas to persons not 
should be empowere . . . le 

.. I d l·n their area and should not, as a ru , 
doilllCl e · · t rove 
require the applicant to appear in person or o p d 

'ty of tlle l. ourney· Both entrance an the necessi ~ .. 
transit visas should, in general, entitle the p:rson 
concerned to make an unlimited number of JO~r­
neys into or through the country f?r a penod 
of two years (needless to say, the VIsa does ~ot 
give the right of residence for the whole penod 
of its validity in contradiction of the regula­
tions determining conditions for residence in each 
country). . 
Save for exceptional reasons, visas granted should 
be valid for all frontiers. 
Visa fees should be the same for all nationalities 
and itineraries and should not exceed 10 gold francs 
for entrance visas giving the right to several jour­
neys, 5 gold francs for entrance visas giving the 
right to a single journey and 1 gold franc for transit 
visas. 

(iii) Passport control both on entering and leaving a 
country should, whenever possible, pe carried out 
while the train is in motion. When this is impossibl~ 
it should be exercised, while the train is stopped at 
one of the two frontier stations, in ~uch a way that 
police inspections by the two countries concerned 
are effected simultaneously, or at least one imme• 
diately after the other. Agreements should also 
be concluded for the accomplishment of Customs 
~?rmalities under the same conditions of place and 
t1me. 

. . 
(b) Persons without nationality~ 

It is desirable that facili~es for travelling should 
be grant~d to persons Wlthout nationality. The 
League w~ be ~eque~ed to prepare an internation­
ally-recogmsed Identity document. 
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(c) Questions relating to emigrants~ 
All possible facilities should be granted for the 
passage in transit of emigrants leaving Europe for 
overseas countries. In this connection the League 
will be requested to. prepare a system of transit 
cards to replace the consular visas. 

These last two problems were examined subsequently by the 
Organisation for Communications and Transit, as will be shown 
below. 

The Secretariat ot the League carried out enquiries concerning 
the application by Governments of the above recommendations 
of the 1926 Conference. From these it appeared that the pass­
port and visa systems advocated l1ad been applied in most 
countries, and the answers of forty-one States to these enquiries 1 

showed that no essential differences remained between their 
practices and the League's recommendations. In particular, 
the abolition of visas had, to a large extent, been made general 
by means of numerous bilateral agreements. However, condi­
tions existing before 1914, when one could travel without a 
passport, had not yet been re-established. 

Identity and Travelling Documents for Persons without 
Nationality . 

. As regards passport and visa questions, it has been seen that 
considerable progress had been made since the Paris Conference 
of 1920._ Nevertheless, there were still many persons who were 
unable ~o travel owing to circumstances for which neither they 
nor the authoritie$ were responsible -. tha~ is to say, persons 
who, having no recognised nationality, could not obtain regular 
passports and who, in this respect, were entirely dependent 
on whatever measures were taken by the countries in which 
they resided or to which they wished to travel.- This problem, 
already. foreseen by the Second Passpory Conference, was put, 
among others, on the agenda of the Th1rd General Conference 

.1 Documents C.133.M.4.8.1929.Vlll and C.356.M..241.19S7.VIII w"th 
three Addenda. · , 1 
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. . d Transit which was ]leld in Geneva 
unicatlons an . . ' 27 

on Comro . d t . September 2nd, 19 • . • 
frOtil A.ugust 23r . o . in this as a humamtanan problem, 

'fhe Conference, VIeW gd. t' s with a view to the establish­
. of reeommen a Ion 

adopted a sen;s t't d Travellina Document . for Persons 
· f an ' !den 1 Y an · o · '' d on ment o N ti' ality or of Doubtful Nationahty, an . -

'thOUt . a on . . d t 1 
'\VI • • f th issue and use of thts . ocumen ·~· . . 
conditions or e. d ·ti s ha..,e been put into executron In 

These recommen a on ·., . · 1 · _ 
tn·es _ mainly m Europe.. Thus, a rea un 

numerous eoun 1 
provement could be noted as a result of these measures . 

European Conference on Cards for Emigrants in Transit, Geneva. 
1929. 

This Conference was held at Geneva from June 10th to 14th, 
1929. Eighteen countries were represented. After a full 
discussion, during which many serio':lS difficulties were brought 
to light, the Conference adopted an "Agreement concerning 
the Preparation of a Transit Card for Emigrants·~ 8, as con· 
templated by the Second Passport Conference, with a view to 
facilitating emigrant traffic and securing the abolition of 
passport visas for such travellers. 

The transit card was to conform to the un1form model 
adopted by the Conference. It was to be prepared by each 
contracting Government for emigrants embarking in its ports. 
These Governments were to supply the cards, for issue to the 
persons concerned, to the shipping companies authorised to 
embark emigrants in their ports. 

The Agreement stated that it in no way implied the with­
drawal or prohibition of facilities greater than those granted 
under its provisions. 

~l disputes whic~ might • arise between the contracting 
Governments coneermng the mterpretation or application of 

:a E=tracls from the Acls of the Third General c 
nicalions and Transit {document A.52.1927.vur)nference on Commu. 

. 
1 Action taken bu Gooernrne.nts on the R • 

General Conference on Communications and ec;,.r;.::ne~dations of the Third 
and Tra!Jtlling Documents tor Persons w·lh ~l concerning Identity 
Nat;onality (document C.245.M.84.192S.Voi1I)~ahonality or of Doubtful 

.Document C.L~180.1929.VIII. Annex. 
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the Agreement w~re to be settl:d by a~bitration, if nec~ssa 
with the co-ope~ation of the Advtsory and Technical Comtnittry 
for Communications and Transit. The Agreement came in:~ 
for. ce on September 12th, 1929. Twelve European Government . . s 
subsequently became parties to 1t. 

* * * 

This brief summary will make clear the varied character 
of the questions with which. the Advisory and ·Technical 
Committee had to deal from the outset and will show 
how, in the different branches of its activity, it has en­
deavoured, with the support of the Governments Members 
of the League, to carry out its special task of facilitating 
and ensuring freedom of international communications. Its 
work has been constantly intensified and it may be re­
garded as the backbone of all the efforts which have been 
made since the war of 1914-1918 with a view to. improving 
communications. 

It is not the purpose of this note to give a detailed survey 
of the whole of this work, but only to· select certain points of 
particular interest, such as those mentioned below, that were 
taken up by the League at the request of the interested States 
which asked for advice ot assistance in this respect. 

II.- THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GIVEN 
BY THE LEAGUE IN SOME 1?ART1CULAR CASES 

1. RECONSTRUCTION OF THE AUSTRIAN STATE RAILWAYS 

The financial reconstruction of Austria. which had been 
undertaken under the auspices of the League of Nations, had 
as one of its aims the balancing of the State budget in the two 
years 1923 and 1924. In November 1922, the Austrian Govern­
ment- in co-operation with the Provisional Delegation of the 
League of Nations- drew up a programme for budget reform 
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- "' 'fi b dget figures for the various stages of the work 'th speCI IC u 

oflfl construction. _ . 
re h-. vement of economies in the rrulway budget was 
The ac Ie • A t · · S·t ·t f the chief problems in.reconstructmg the us n~n. a e 

one 
0 

Soon· after his arrival in Vienna, the Comnusswner-
finances. · . • · h ·-t Id 
General of the League of Nations_ for A_ustl:a saw t at 1 • w~? 
be necessary to make a thorough enqurry mto the explOitation 
of the Austrian State Railways,. in order to discover ways and 
means of reducing their deficit. _ .For this purpose it was possible 

• to secure the services of one of the most distinguished railway 
experts in England, Sir William Acworth, who, thanks to 
enquiries which he had conducted in railway administrations 
in different parts of the world, had the widest experience and 
was particularly fitted for this task. The British expert was 
assisted by a Swiss expert - Dr. Robert Herold - of the Swiss 
Federal Department of Railways, who, geographical conditions 
being similar in Austria and Switzerland, was able to draw 
valuable comparisons between Austrian and Swiss railway 
problems. The result of the work of these two experts was an 
excellent report on the Austrian State Railways, issued in 
September 1923 1. · 

The advan~ges of such investigations made by foreign 
ex?erts are eVId~nt. The e~perience gained in dealing with 
~ilway ~roble~s l~ all countnes can be focussed on the problem 
In ques~on,. bnngx?g to light many difficulties and anomalies 
of orgarusation which, owing to their long ··st __ 
b t . exJ ence, may not 
e appar~nt o the home officials. It is also clear that a forei 

expert will be freer to express his opinion a d. b gn 
· · f • n can e under no suspiCion o purswng personal interest · 

It is sollletimes difficult, however: for a G 
arrange for technical investiaations by. 4! • overnment to 

. , . J.Ofeign experts I-I th~ League of Nations opened up a possibilit A . ' . ere 
very well ask the Leagu~ - of whiclt it is if~ elf .. State nught 
to carry out such an Investigation. The . a Member ,_ 
League affords a guarantee of absolute . clt~r~cter of the 
interestedness. Tlllls, in this part" ul Imparbahty and dis­
report gave evidence that the autho:: ar cas~- too, the whole 
interests of the Austrian State. were gruded solely by tile 

1 Document C.638.M.238.tg23.11. 
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The results of their investigations were t'vofold: 

First it was demonstrated in the report that the fi . 
position of the Austrian State Railways, though serious ~anclal 
as bad as the figures might suggest. , as not 

Secondly, it was shown that, by intelligent and energ ti · 
reorganisation, these railways could be made to earn a pr:fi~ 

· for the State. 

As regards the financial position, the authors explained that 
the railways were unfairly burdened by heavy payments to the 
State, after having rendered it unpaid services. In this con­
nection it should be remembered that, on July 19th, 1923, the 
Austrian Parliament passed a law for the creation of an inde .. 
pendent State organism - the Austrian Federal Railways -
entrusting it with the task of running these railways on commer­
cial principles. What these principles implied and what would 
be the aspect of the railway budget when drawn up on these 
lines was shown in detail in the report. 

The report declared positively that the real loss on the 
railways could be completely wiped out and turned into a con­
siderable profit for the State. The statement of the methods 
by which this result could be achieved constituted the most 
important and most interesting part of the report. A complete 
reorganisation and simplification of the existing system and 
far-reaching economies in all the different branches of the 
exploitation were proposed. The report included the results 
of a detailed study of the outdoor management by the Swiss 
expert, wltose comparisons with Swiss railway practice were 
particularly illuminating. 

One consequence of the conclusions of the report was that 
the ·central State Administration and certain State enterprises 
which were hitherto showing a favourable financial position 
had to assume some of the charges which previously had en­
cumbered the railway budget. The Post Administration for 
in~tanee, whilst showing an appreciable net profit in the budget 
for 1923, would have had. a deficit if it had made adequate 
payments f?r the services received from the railways. Hence 
the experts report also served as a stimulus of energetic reforms 
in other departments. 
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. OF NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS 
2. DEVSLOPMENT MARITIME OUTLETS IN PoLAND 

}.l>lD UTILISATION OF . 

f N tions . in compliance with a request 
In 1926, the Leagu~ o at ~he disposal of the Polish Govern-

received, placed expffe ~ advice on the following subjects: 
Illent jn order to a or . ·· 

(a) The programme of development of navigable water­
ways in Poland; 

(b) The utilisation of the maritime outlets and of the 
routes of access thereto for coal traflllc; 

(c) The drinking-water supply for Upper Silesia; 

(d) The drainage of marshes in Polesia. 

Only points (a) and (b) -fall within the scope of the present · 
note and will be discussed here. 

The original purpose of the mission was to consider . the 
. question of the eoal canal. As soon as the experts got Into 

touch with the Polish authorities, however, their task was 
considerably extended, as the Polish Government asked for 
their opinion not only on this question but also on the problem 
of the progressive development of the Polish system of navigable 
waterways considered as a whole - and particularly as to the 
technical methods to be employed in regulating the Vistula 
and in constructing the East~West Canal- and on the general 
question of the utilisation of Poland's maritime outlets and of 
their routes of access by the coal traffic. 

In order to deal with this extended series of questions, the 
~perts carried out a journey of investigation through Poland -·· 
on the Vistula from the Upper-Silesian coalfields to the sea, on 
the Bydgoszez Canal, on the Warta, along the line of the coal 
canal and to the ports of Tczew, Danzig and Gdynia. 

After a very thorough study of these questions the exp t 
in Nov~mber 1926, sub~itted a report 1 contai~ing det~e~ 
sb:uggthestions fdor thehcdarrymgl~o~t of the diflerent works proposed 
. y em an reae e . cone us1ons the principal poi t r· . • 
ar.e as follows: n s o wh1ch 

1 Document C.25.M.15.1927.VIII. 
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u Owing to its orograp~ical,. clim~tic and hydr~logical 
conditions, Poland le~ds Itself particularly . well to the 
·establishment of a satisfactory system of navigable water .. 
w~ . 

"Nevertheless, owing to tbe urgency of an immediate 
improvement of the system of transporting Silesian coal to 
the Baltic and utilising Poland's maritime outlets fot this 
traffic, the first step must be to improve the railways. 

"This improvement must apply both to works (construe .. 
tion of a coal line on P?lish ter~tory,. dou~Ie tr~cking on 
existing lines, construction of direct JUnction lines, etc.) 
and to exploitation (in the u~e of mo~e powerful engines 
and of ears with larger carrymg capac1ty, employment of 
double shifts to increase the daily work done by loco .. 
motives, etc.). 

"At the same time, it is necessary to make the fullest 
possible use of the port ~f Gdynia (which see~s ~articularly 
suited to act as the ch1ef port for the exploitation of coal 
tranship~ed from ~e railway), ~f the port of _Danzig and, 
for certam categories of traffic, m a more restncted sphere, 

. of the port of Tczew. 
cc Owing, however, ~ Pola!!-d's rapid. develop~ent in 

every respect - population_, agnculture, mmes and mdustry 
- the railways cannot hope to satisfy all the country's 
prospective requirements and it will be necessary gradually 
to supplement the railway system by a system of navigable 
waterways. · 

"The exportation of .Silesian coal by water should in 
the first place be provided for by a thorough improvement 
of the Vistula, including a lateral canal from the coal basin 
to the Cracow district, prolonged .bY a lateral canal or, 
probably· better, by the canalisation of the river to the 
confluence of the San, and then by the regulation of the 
remainder of the river to its mouth; . 

"Other navigable routes, beginning with those which 
would be the easiest to construct from the technical point 
of view and the most remunerative from the point of view 
of navigation, agricultural improvement, etc., may then be 
constru~ted as branches of this main artery. In this 
connection we recommend that a start be made with the 
small 'Yarta-Lake Goplo Canal and the. great waterway 
connectmg the Bug and the Pripet. 

"This . w.ork will reg,uire several years and considerable 
outl~y for 1ts .coJ?pletion, an~ not until after it has been 
earned out will 1t be . expedien:t . to start work on other 
'!aterway~ conne~ted With the VlStula, With the east-to-west 
line or With vanous branches then cons~ .. 
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t" g the different phases of 

·v • fter enu~era In 
~ conclusions, a . ate as follows: "1 
~£,e ed works, terroin . cerning the utl -

the prop~s . entioned abov~ con of access a~d 
"The question~ m egulation of thelr routese to a certain 

isation of J?~~ni ~{navigable wat~rwa~: ~n' independent 
the esta~h~ mconnected. A . po~t .ts. n erved by a railway 

. eJttent, ~~ie~; a railway station If ~t IS ~avigable waterway~ 
organ - t 1 station if it is serv~d y.; ld be drawn to the 
ana a wa tr e think that attentiOn s ?u development of 

:;:.~~;~~n~naorth~ec::;:::;fo~ of the t-~~e~if~ 
commumcat1ons . t t be taken 1n connec 1 . bl 
measures taken or abou o "th railways and !laviga e 
maritime ports, ~s well as 11 ments of traffic --- r.e., ports, 
waterways, of placing all these e ed r the same governmental 
railways and waterways - un e 
authority." 

3. IMPROVEMENT ·oF TilE M'EANS oF CoMMUNICATION 

IN BULGARIA. 

0 · a to great financial and technical difficulties resulting 
Wino • 't" t 

from the first world war, Bulgaria was not In a pos1 10n . o 
undertake the very necessary reorganisation and improvement of 
her means of communication. 

Under the regis of the League, a loan was granted to this 
country, of which £1,250,000 were appropriated to the improve­
ment of communications, it being understood that an expert 
would be appointed in order to report to the League Council 
on how the money co.uld best be used. The programme drawn 
up by this expert was to be ratified by the Council. 

The expert was .M. Regnoul, of the French ~ .L.M. Railway. 
His report 1 was submitted to the Council in May 1928. 

As regards the railways, the. report gives a very detailed 
survey of their situation and of the necessary works to be 
undertaken. . Bulgarian railways were in a very poor condition 
and many bndges, tunnels, etc., had to be reconstructed Th 
report also deals with the administration and the fi • e 
the railways. . lnances of 

The m~ritime (Black Sea) and river (Danube) . 
. in. Bulgana,. are· under the same gener 1 · ports, Which, 

. . . a management as the 
1 Document C.232.1928.li. 
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railways, were also studied by M. Regnoul, as they represented 
the natural outlets of the means of communication for th 
export and import of important categories of goods. M. Regno~ 
found that. in general, the upkeep of all ports had been very 
much neglected for several years. Urgent repairs were found to 
be ne(\essary. Further, the ports of Varna and B~urgas were 
badly in need of mechanical equipment~ such as cranes, etc. 
The report contains detailed suggestions for the improvement 
of these conditions. 

The highway system in Bulgaria was found to need impor­
tant repairs. In many cases highways of primary importance 
had been utterly neglected. The report points out that these 
repairs were much more urgent than the projected development 
of new routes. 

Unfortunately, owing to the priority which had to be given 
to the railways, there remained only 172,700,000 levas available 
for the reorganisation of the Bulgarian roads, whereas 1,000 
millions at least would have been necessary to establish a really 
adequate system of highways. 

Therefore, the League expert stated exactly what were the 
works that should be financed with that money in order to 
increase at least as much as possible the efficiency of existing 
roads and to avoid rapid deterioration. 

At the end of the report. five complete programmes for the 
work to be undertaken are elaborated. and the manner in which 
the money should be expended is set out . 

• * * 
It may be recalled, in this connection, that further enquiries 

of a similar kind were undertaken by the League Organisation 
for Communications and Transit, either in cases in which its 
advice or active assistance were requested by Governments 
carrying out a general economic or technical reorganisation of 
the countries concerned, or .in matters relating to the solution 
of a particular transport problem,. These enquiries, however~ 
were not made as a direct consequence of the 1914-1918 war. 
For this reason they are not dealt. with here. The most 
important examples of such enquiries were those. conducted 
in China. -
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ruD
Y OF TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF POLITICAL 

JII.- S . 
PROBLEMS 

The Transit Organisation, as the com~e~ent League organ 
for communications questions, had, in addttion, often t~ colla­
borate in the political work of the League by. studymg the 
technical aspects of various problems referred to It~ . 

Brief mention is made below of some of the most J.IIl­

portant instances of such work, in so fat as they were con­
nected with the general effort for recovery after the war of 

1914-1918. 

1. CONSTITUTION OF THE MEMEL TERRITORY 

Experts appointed by the Chairman of the Advisory and 
Technical Committee for Communications and Transit helped 
to frame the Convention of May 8th, 1924, determining the 
status of the Memel Territory and the rules governing the 
use of its port 1• Under the terms of thl.s Convention, 
one of the members of the Harbour Board was appointed 
by the Chairman of the Advisory and Technical Committee 
and the annual report of the Harbour Board was sent to 
the Committee. 

2. QUESTIONS CONCERNING ',IHE FREE CITY OF DANZIG 

1!1 :the same way, expert.s appointed by the Chairman of the 
A_dVlsorr and Technical Committee frequently helped to solve 
d~fllculties c?~nected with the Danzig Harbour and Railways 
(stte .. of ~umt1?ns depot,. Polish postal service and limits of the 
port,. ?iffic~tles .between Polish railways ·and . the Danzig 
~diD1mstrat1on). 

lC . . . onvenbon and Tran •t p . . at Paris Ma 8 h 51 ory roVISlOD eoncerning Memcl, signed 
League of Niti~n~)~924 (Extract No. 28 from the Official Journal of the 
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3. APPLICATION OF ARTICLE 107 OF THE TREATY 

OF LAUSANNE 

The Peace Treaty. concluded at Lausanne on July 24tht 
1923, between the Allied Powers on the one hand and Turke · 
on the other, provided in Article 107 that a Commissioner shoul~ 
be appointed by the Council of the League to see that freedom 
of transit is ·assured on the railway which runs from Bulgaria 
through Turkish territory (Adrianople) and then through 
Greek territory, returning to Turkish territory and reaching 
Constantinople. 

The work of the Commissioner proved extremely useful 
to botb. parties until the difficulties created by the war gradually 
disappeared and conditions became more normal. 

Greece and Turkey had the right, five years after the coming 
into force of the Treaty, to ask the Council to consider whether 
its control was still to be maintained. At the request of both 
parties, the Council passed a resolution which, as from March 
1st, 1931, put an end to the control instituted by Article 107 
of the Lausanne Treaty and thus terminated the functions of 
the Commissioner. 

4. COMMUNICATIONS QUESTIONS AFFECTING RELATIONS 

BETWEEN POLAND AND LITHUANIA 

In December 1928, the League Council referred to the 
Advisory and Technical Committee for Communications and 

· Transit the· problem of ·communications between Poland and 
Lithuania, and the possible influence of this problem on the 
communications of other countries. On this subject the Council 
adopted a resolution in which it decided, inter alia, "to request 
the Advisory and Technical Committee for Communications 
and Transit to present a report to the Council on the practical 
steps which might be adopted, account being taken of the 
international agreements in force, in order to remedy the 
situation above referred to or ·to lessen its international 
repercussions''. 
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· . 1929 the Advisory Committee arranged for an 
vur~ng nd te~hnical survey of the situation to be undertaken 

!conom:;ittee of experts, which visited most of the countries 
bY 

8 ~ed and for a study of the juridical scope of the agree­
con: in force. The Advisory Committee, in September 1930, 
~e~ted on this basis a report·~ which was communicated to the 
~:neil. It may be added that; by subsequent decision of the 
Council, the Permanent Court of ~nternational Justice was asked 

, lot an advisory opinion on this problem, and the Committee 
for Communications and Transit was invited on that occasion 
to give the Court all necessary assistance. 

* * * 
This last problem falls partly into the category of cases the 

examination of which was entrusted to the Transit drganisation 
of the League in cpnnection with the settlement of disputes· 
between States. In fact - as already stated - the Committee 
for Communications and Transit was empowered to act as ~ 
conc~liatory commission in disputes arising out of the Con­
ventions concluded at the General Conferences on Communica­
tions and Transit. The same applies to ·other conventions 
subsequently concluded under the auspices of the Transit 
Organisation. Moreover, under the provisions of the Peace 
T~aties and Assembly resolutions, the Committee was entrusted 
~th a similar function fu the case of disputes arising out of the 
lnterpretation or application of clauses· of the Peace Treaties 
concerning communications. On th~ other hand, States could 
by agreement submit any · dispute. to the Committee for its 
advi~ory opinion • 

. The activities of the Transit Organisation in .this particular 
field were numerous and represented a valuable contribution 
to the efforts of the League towards assuring pacific interna­
tional relations. However, this aspect of the work of the Transit 
Organisation is merely mentioned here pro memoria, as it does 
not fall within the scope of the present memorandum. 

* * • 
1 Document C.386.M.170.1930.vnr. 
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• 

In concluding this short surv~y~ it may be said that, within 
the ten years following the Armtsbce of 1918, all the countries 
of Europe had been able to overcome the transport difficulties 
brought upon them by the war. Nevertheless, the League's 
Organisation for Communications and Transit never ceased in 
its efforts to find solutions for the general problems common 
to all countries. Its numerous studies, which often resulted in 
the drawixig up of new conventions or recommendantion$, were 
the foundation on which, year after year, the Governments 
based their common action for the development of their mutual 
means of communication. 

Moreover, the success with which the various special enquiries 
mentioned above were attended, and· their useful results, inspired 
confidence in the ability of the Communications and transit 

· Organisation to undertake such tasks. Governments, as well 
as the peoples, knew that, in case of necessity, appeal might ~e 
made to the League, from which technical assistance could, if 
required, be obtained. 
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