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Series of--Publications: :1:934.IX.1. 0 tficial No. : Conf.D .166. 1 

Geneva, February 27th, 1934. 

DOCUMENTS CONCERNING THE DATE OF THE RESUMPTION OF THE 

WORK OF THE CONFERENCE AND THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN 

THE' PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE _AND THE GOVERNMENTS 

OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, FRANCE AND ITALY 

CONTENTS. 

Note by the President of the Conference • 

I. Letter, dated January 26th, 1934, sent by the President to the Members of' the General 
Commission (document Conf.D.JC.L.II) with reference to the Date of Resumption of the Work 
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Kingdom, France and Italy • -. • . • • • • • • . . . 745 

3· (a) Reply of the Italian. Government . • • . . 745 
'. Memorandum by the Italian Gov:ernment 745 

'(b) Reply of the United Kingdom Government . 748 
. (i) · Memorandum on Disarmament communicated by His Majesty's Government in 

the United Kingdom to the-Governments represented at the Disarmament Conference 748 
(ii) Statement made by Sir John Simon in the House of Commons on February 6th, 1934 1 754 

· (c) Reply from. the French Government . • . . ·. • • • ·.• . • • . . • • • . • • • · • • 759 
(i) ·Memorandum communicated by the German Government to the French Ambassador 
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(ii) _Memorandum by the French Government of January rst, 1934 . • • • • • . • • • 761 

(iii) Reply of the German Government, dated January 19th, 1934, to the French Govern-
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4· Memorandum handed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Reich by the French Ambassador 
in Berlln on February 14th, 1934 • •. • • • • • • • • • • . • . • . • . . • . • • . • ·• 768 

o5. Letter, dated February 19th, 1934, ~ent by the President of the Conference to Members of the 
General.Commission (document Conf.D.jC.L.r2) iii regard to the Date of Meeting of the Bureau 770 

· 6. Letter addressed on March 3rd, 1934, by the Delegation of the United States of America to the 
Secretary-General • • • • • . . . • . . . • . . . . • . • • . • . • . • . • . • • • . 770 

. . 
A ide-memoire communicated on February 19th by the United States Secretary of State to 
· the United ,Kingdom Ambassador at Washington • • • • . • . • • • • • • • . . 770 

NOTE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE. 

With reference to the programme of work of the Conference approved by the Bureau 
at its meeting on November 22nd last (see document Conf.D./Bureauf~.V·S4). when the 
Bureau agreed on the advisability of the undertaking of" parallel and supplementary. efforts" 
between various States, the President of the Conference has the honour to communicate 
to the members of the General Commission the correspondence, with annexes, exchanged 
between the Governments. of the United Kingdom, France and Italy and himself, and also 
the .letters sent by him on January 26th and February 19th, 1934, to the members of 
the General Commission. 

1 The corrections listed in document Conf.D.z66. Corrigendum to English te:.t only have been incor­
porated in the present text. 

• See report of the debate in Volume 285, No. 30, of " Parliamentary Debates, House of Commons". 
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These documents are arranged in: the following order: \ . , 
(I) Letter, dated January 26th, 1934, sent• by the ~resident to the-members· of 

the General Commission (document -Conf.D;JC.L.II), With reference to the date of 
resumption of the work of the Conference ; . 

(2) Letter, dated January 27th, 1934, sent by the Pr~sident to, the Governments 
of the United Kingdom, France and Italy ; . . . 

(3) Replies to the President's lett.er-'-(2) above-from the Governments of : . 

(a) Italy, dated February 7th, 1934. with the Italian memorandum on 
disarmament annexed ; . · 

(b) The United Kingdom, dated February 9th, 1934, with, annexed: 
(i} The memorandum on disarmament presented to t.he United Kingdo~ 

Parliament on January 31st, 1934, and 
(ii) The statement. made in the House 'of Commons by Sir John Simon 

on February 6th, 1934. on the occasion of the debate <?n this memorandum.: 

(c) France, dated February 1oth, 1934, forwarding : · ·. 
· · (i) Copy of the note communicated by the German Government to the 
French Ambassador in Berlin on -December 18th, 1933 .; · 

(ii) Copy .of the note, dated January Ist, 1934 •. sta~ing the views of the 
French Government on the German note referred tom (z) above; 

(iii) Copy of the Geri?an Government's ~epl~~ dated January 19th, 1934, 
to the French Governments note referred to m (u) above-; · 

(4) Copy of the French Governm~nt's reply, dated Fe~~~ary 14th, 1934, to the 
German Government's note referred to m paragraph (3) (c) (m) above; 

(5) Letter, dated February 19th, 1934, sent by the President of the Conference 
to the members of the General Commission (document Conf.D.JC.L.I2) with reference 
to the date of th~ meeting of the Bureau. -

(6) Letter addressed on March 3rd, 1934. ~y the delegation. of the l.!nited Stat~s 
of America to the Secretary-General, transm1ttmg copy of the azde-memotre commum­
cated on February 19th by the United States Secretary of State to the United Kingdom . 
Ambassador at Washington. · 

I. LETTER, DATED JANUARY '26TH, 1934. SENT BY THE PRE.SIDENT TO THE 
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL COMMISSION (DOCUMENT CONF.D.JC.L.II) WITH 

REFERENCE TO THE DATE OF RESUMPTION OF THE WORK OF THE . 
CONFERENCE. 

You will remember that, at its last meeting, the Bureau recognised that the differences 
of opinion at that _time on several important political questions were too great to allow of 
any hope of a satisfactory .result from a premature discussion in the General Commission. 
The Bureau considered that, at that stage, the work of the Conference would best be promoted 
by parallel !lnd supplementary efforts among the various countries and the full use of diplo­
matic machinery. It expressed the hope that those efforts would be at once undertaken with 
energy, in order to expedite the work of the General Commission. . . . 

The Bureau accordingly decided to defer the resumption of the General Commission's 
proceedings to a date to be fixed by the officers of the Bureau, who, as you are aware, are the 
Vice-President, the Rapporteur, the Secretary-General and myself. 

When, however, we met at Geneva on January 19th and 2oth, we felt that, in view 
of the progress reported from the parallel and supplementary efforts to which I have referred, 
it was inexpedient to interrupt those efforts by an immediate resumption of the Conference's 
proceedings. We also felt that it was highly important that, when the Bureau met, -it should 
be in a position to complete the necessary preparations for establishing an agenda and fixing 
a date that would enable the General Commission to continue without interruption its work 
with a view to the conclusion of a convention. . · 

We accordingly decided that the Governments in charge of the negotiations now proceeding 
should be asked. to inform me of the situation before Febr1,1ary 1oth, so that the officers of the 
Bureau who will meet on February 13th may fix the date for the meeting of the Bureau 
according to circumstances, either immediately to consider the question of an adjournment 
or at whatever might seem the most suitable time to enable an agenda to be prepared: .. 
for the General Commission. . . · 

You have no doubt already received this information from the official communiqu~ 
issued by the officers of the Bureau after their discussions on Saturday, January 20th. I 
have, however, thought it proper to communicate direct with each of the delegations to the 
General Commission to announce officially the decision that my colleagues and myself have 
bad the honour tp reach in the discharge of the functions entrusted to us by the Bureau. 

(Signed) Arthur HENDERSON. 
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2. LETTER, DATED JANUARY 2JTH; 1934. SENT BY THE PRESIDENt TO THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, FRANCE AND ITALY. 

By a letter dated January 26th,. rg34 (document. Conf.D./C.L.n), of which I enclose 
a copy, I had the honour to inform you that the officers of the Bureau decided, on January 
2oth, to hold a new meeting on February 13th, in order to give effect to the resolution of the 
Bureau of November 22nd and to fix a date for the resumption of the work of the Conference. 
To that end the officers decided that those responsible for the parallel and supplementary 
efforts·should be invited to inform me of the situation not later than February roth. 

In execution of this decision I have the honour to request you to be good enough to 
supply me with the desired information by the date indicated, in order that I may forward 

, it to my co-officers prior to the meeting of February 13th. · · 

(Signed) Arthur HENDERSON. 

3· 

(a). REPLY OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. 

L.ondon, February 7th, 1934. 

I beg to enclose the official text of the Italian Memorandum on Disarmament, which 
I have been· instructed to. communicate to you. . . . 

I am at your disposal if there is anything you should need in connection with the meeting 
of the Bureau on february 13th; · 

(Signed) GRANDI. 

MEMORANDUM BY THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. 

. In the conversations which took place in Rome on January 3rd and 4th between the 
Head of the Government and the British Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Head of the Govern­
ment communicated to Sir John Simon the Italian point of view regarding the disarmament 
situation and the prospects of disarmament, as set .forth in the following document : 

· I. The Italian Government is . convinced, after examination of the problem of 
" disarmament ", and taking into account the point of view of Germany and the general 
situation; that it is impossible not to acknowledge that we have reached the extreme limit 
of time available for breaking the deadlock in which we have found ourselves since June last. 

The Italian Government thinks it unnecessary to dwell on this premise. It is enough to 
mention the existence of clear and numerous indications which go to prove that, if the solution 
be further delayed, re-armament will cease to be a debated question, and will become to-day 

. or to-morrow a question which may be solved practically in a unilateral manner. The gravity 
of this fact is only· too eviden't, not only in itself, but still more by reason of the increasing 
difficulties which it would create for a peaceful and juridical international solution of the 
problem of equality of rights, for a European detente, and for the possibility of reaching a 
reasonable convention of effective disarmament in a not too distant future. It is also certain 
that, if the problem be not solved, the results will be a renewed spirit of mutual suspicion; the 
division of Europe into hostile groups and a race in armaments. 

From this premise the Italian Government deduces that all Governments must now 
· assume their responsibilities in deciding tq. adopt a clearly defined attitude. and to state it 

publicly. ' · 

2. The experience of the discussions that have taken. place during the past two years 
at the Disarmament Conference, the course of the diplomatic negotiations, the public 
declarations made by statesmen, authorise the Italian Government to harbour well-grounded 
doubts whether the armed Powers desire; or are able to agree on, such measures of 
disarmament as would permit a solution of the present situation while maintaining the demands 
of Germany within the modest dimensions envisaged originally. 

It is further necessary to bear in mind that Germany, by excluding from her demands 
· for equality heavy material, and confining her claim to the so-called defensive material­

that is to say, material which even on the most optimistic'hypothesis would be retained by ~he 
armed Powers at least for the duration of a first period, or for that of the first convention 
-has been able to maintain in a measure that the problem of equality of rights is distinct 
from that of effective disarmament, this latter being considered as the task of the armed 
Powers exclusiv~ly, Germany having long ago completely done her part. 

It follows that it becomes, for this reason, much more difficult to bring pressure upon · 
Germany to make her recede from or moderate her claims for defensive material, even if the 
armed Powers were willing to consent to an important and immediate reduction of their 
offensive armaments ; for the German position consists in denying the correlation between 
the two kinds of armaments - the first representing equality of rights and the second 
disarmament, which does not bind her, as she is not armed. 
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The Italian Government desires, however, to. state that' i~s policy ~a~ been, is, and 
intends to remain, the policy of disarmament. Only recently, by Its. ~nc?ndibonal acce~tance 
of the British plan of March x6th, 1933, it afforded the most convmcu~g proof of this. It 
continues therefore to consider a solution in this sense as the most desirable. If, ~he~efore, 
within a reasonable time, the negotiations which are being pursued should affo~d JUstifiable 
hopes of seeing the armed Powers unanimously resolved to undertake substarrhal measur~s 
of disarmament, Italy, in accordance with her own interests,_ w~uld .not only adhere to th~s 
decision, but would not fail to.join, with the utmost goodwill, ~n _the. at,tempt to turn this 
to immediate advantage, in order to obtain from Germany greater hrmtation.of her re-arma.ment 
than, in the contrary event, it seems possible to· secure b;y agreement. · . 

The Italian Government desires, however, to declare m all frankness t~a~ only precise 
proposals put forward without delay, not subordinated- to clauses or conditions that ar_e 
known, a priori, to be unacceptable to other Powers, and of sue~ a scope as to create a techm- · 
cally, juridically and morally favourable position for the negotiators, would ?ffer some hope of 
success. In the contrary event, we shall only have a renewal -of declarations and counter­
declarations, of academical discussions and of recriminations which could not prevent the-
repetition of the regrettable events to which ,allusion has been made earlier; -

3· Leaving such a possibility still open, therefore, but turning, as, indeed, the urgency 
of the moment requires, to the situation as it appears at present, the Italian Government 
appeals to three principal criteria-that is, a condition of fact, a juridical point and an ~stimate 
of probabilities-which, in their aggregate, seem to it_ to restrict the field of ~olut~ons and 

·combinations within clear.and well-defined limits, which, having regard to the crrcumstances, 
-are ·satisfactory. - -

(a) Condition of Fact. - The danger that, if no agreement be reached, .the question of _ 
equality may, in fact, be solved independently of agreements tending to sanction it, and which 
regulate the method of its acP.ievement. This consideration ·naturally raises the question 
whether the Powers would be able and would wish to _take the sanctions required to hinder or 
suppress movements which do not take the treaties into account, and also the scope of those 
sanctions. The mere consideration_ of this eventuality affords a measure of the gravity of the 
situation which would arise in the event of no agreement being arrived at, and emphasises, 
if, indeed, that were necessary, the necessity of ru:riving at such an agreement in a prompt and 
satisfactory manner. · 

(b) Juridical Point.- It is undeniable that equality of rights has been solemnly recognised . 
to Germany and the other States disarmed by the treaties. The impossibility in which the' 
armed Powers, signatories of the said treaties, find themselves of immediately reducing their 
armaments to a level reasonably approaching the level of German disarmament gives to the 
German claim for re-armament a juridical and moral force, of whiCh itis not easy to deny the 
evidence. -And if it were possible to demonstrate, as will be shown below, that the conditions 
of security have already been reasonably met, the argument in favour of Germany assumes a 
value not easy to refute. · · · · 

. (c) Estimate of Probabilities. - The Italian Government cannot but give the utmost 
weight to the pacific declarations of President Hindenburg and Chancellor Hitler. Apart from 
the fact that it is not possible to base. agreements on -suspicion, one must admit that the 
repeated and uniform declarations of the Head of the German Government afford confidence . 
that well-defined agreements, freely accepted; would not only not be lightly broken, but would 
not, for,the whole tenn of their duration, be compromised in the diplomatic field by demands 
for further concessions and modifications. 

And inasmuch as scrutiny of what may be in the interests and within -the power of a­
contracting party undoubtedly invests the sincerity of its pledges with a greater certainty, : 
theltalian~overnment expresses its considered opinion that theGermanyofHitlerisat present 
taken up With a work of far-reaching transformation and internal re-adjustment with which 
it would be difficult to reconcile designs for warlike enterprises beyond the frontiers. It is 
understood in this connection that the Italian Government is naturally aware of the other and 
more material aspects of the problem' of security, whic~ will be referred to later. 

. .4· A~mitting what has be.en sai~ above, the Italian Government is of opinion that it . 
IS stillJ?~ss1ble to co~clu~e. a Convel!-t10n. such as to satisfy-;-perhaps partially, but none the 
les_s po~bve!y-public opm10n, especially If the latter were suitably enlightened. In considering 
thiS pomt, It should be remarked that we have clear indications that, also in :the neutral 
countries ~rectly il!-ter~sted, public opinion is adapting itself to the idea that the principal­
and practical question IS no longer how. to prevent German re-armament but how to avoid 
that such re-armament should take place unregulated and uncontrolled. · 

5· Considering now more particularly the convention which the Italian G~vernment 
thin_ks might be realised,_ and whic~ might r~main i~ force up to December 31st;- 1940, the 
Italian Government considers that It sho.uld, m particular, provide for : 

(a) Th_e abolition of chemical warfare with every necessary measure of s~pervision 
to prevent Its preparation and organisation ; '. . . . 
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.· (b) Prohibition of the bombardment of civil populations, it being understood· 
that, in, the field of prohibition of bombardment from the air, more radical measures 
might be possible when the rule of the interdependence of land, sea and air armaments 
so permits ; it should be noted that such a measure ought greatly to facilitate the solution 
of the problem of the parity of German air armaments; ' 

: (c) 'Limitation to the present level ofthe military' expenditure of Powers not bound 
by the Treaties, with a proviso concerning expenditure on replacements and completion 
of defensive works; · 

· (d) ·Limitation to the present level of land war material of the Powers not bound by 
the said :treaties, with provision for necessary replacements. . . . 

' . 6. It should be borne in mind that th~ German claim for an average daily effective 
· force of 3oo,ooo men is governed by the hypothesis that other armed Powers do not reduce 
their effectives to the figures put forward in the MacDonald plan, but keep to their present 
figures. If it were found preferable to face the problem of reduction, Germany declares herself 
re<tdy to re-discuss the figures given above. · . 

· This being so, the Italian Government, considering the present level of effectives of, for 
instance, France, Poland and Czechoslovakia, doubt whether it cim plausibly be argued that 
the ratios shown in the MacDonald plan are altered in favour of Germany in the German 
proposals. . · · 

As to the particular problem of the reduction and standardisation of effectives; the Italian 
Government wishes to point out that this would entail so many delicate problems between the 

.. other contracting Powers that facing it might cause damaging delays in the <;onclusion of the 
, ·agreement. · Further, it cannot ignore that, at least in so far as it is concerned, the 

abandonment of the present organisation of land effectives jn the sense of the MacDonald 
plan would certail).ly entail an increase of expenditure not compensated by, corresponding 
economies with regard to war material. . · 

It is, therefore, prepared to negotiate on the basis of the status quo .and of limitation 
as envisaged by the German proposals. As to the stages in which the -transformation of the 
German forces and their increase would take place; the Italian Government is of opinion that 

. those are necessitated naturally by technical requirements, and that, therefore, an opportunity 
is offered to make. them the subject of contractual obligations. It is further to be noted that the 
work of transfor~p.ation could not take place without that conspicuous diminution of capacity 

· for not only offensive but also defensive action which usually accompanies periods of radical 
change in .. military organisation. · 
· Whilst it seems difficult to·reject in toto· the German claims for defensive armaments 
-guns up to I55 mm. or the equivalent, anti-aircraft guns, tanks up to six tons, scouting and 

. fighting planes-if we hope to see them realised under a regime of convention and supervision, . 
t.he limits and the measure of the ratio between the defensive war materials and the effectives 
to· be granted might 'form the. object of negotiations. 

7· in regard to naval armaments, und~reserve of the examination of precise explanations 
which Germany would give in this connection, eventual revision of the conditions applying 
to German naval armaments ought, in principle, to be postponed until the next Naval 
Conference. · 

8. To the concessions which an agreement on those lines would entail, France would 
find an immediate and effective counterpart in the maintenance intact of the whole of 

·her armaments. There seems to be no doubt that, from the technical military point of view, 
this would suffice to guarantee her an undoubted security for the whole .duration of the 
Convention, so that, from the material point of vjew, this problem might be said to be 
'favourably solved. This argument acquires greater validity if the efficacy of modern systems 
of permanent .defence of the frontiers is taken into consideration, as well as the assistance 
ensured by existing treaties. · 

g. · As to security based on treaties, it is unnecessary for the Italian Government to refer 
to the Pact of Rome, the Treaty of Locarno and the significance and value of the undertakings 
contained therein. It is not so much the formal and treaty aspects of security which give 
weight to the Four-Power Pact, as the continual and methodical collaboration between the 
great Western. Powers which its clauses contemplate, both in the field of disarmament and in. 
other fields. . · · · · 

Italy :considers herself loyally bound by the Locarno Treaty, which assigns a special 
position to the Italian and British Governments, and, precisely on account of her unwavering 
loyalty, thinks that she does not diverge from the view of the London Government in holding 
that further diplomatic guarantees against aggressions are not only not indispensable, but,_if 

· multiplied, would tend to lose their value. 
The German Government has, further, recently offered to conclude ten-year non-aggression 

. pacts with all her neighbouring States. · · . 

Io. A final. and fundamental counterpart to the acceptance of Germany's demands 
-representing in itself a new contribution to security-might be an undertaking on the part 
of Germany to return to Geneva,. not only with a view.to signing the general Disru;mament 
Convention, but to resume her place in the League of Nations. The Italian Government is 
particularly anxious to call attention to the first-rate importance of such an event. 
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·z'1 • Finally, the Italian Government cannot lay too much stress upon the n.ecessity that 
the exchanges of view which are at present taking place should lead to s~ffic~ent progr.ess 
to enable the entire question to emerge from the present deadlock, and thus to Justify a meet~ng 
of the Foreign Ministers .or of the Heads of ~ov~rnments of the four Wes~ern Po':"er~, to whtch 
meeting the representatives of the other pnnctpal Powers con~erned mtght be mVIte~ . 

. (b) REPLY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT .. 

London, February gth, 1934· 

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a pape~ laid befo~e ParJ!ament 
on January 31st, containing the views of His Majesty's Go':ern~ent m the Um~ed Kmgdom 
on disarmament and their proposals to meet the present sttuatwn, together wtth a copy, of 
the explanatory statement which I made in the !louse of Commons on February 6th durmg. 
the debate on the subject. • . . . . 

The memorandum has been communicated to all Governments parbctpa,tmg m the 
Disarmament Conference with the request that it should be carefully studied. It is, moreover, 
the intention of His Majesty's Government that Mr. Eden, the Lord Privy Seal, shoU;l<l; procee.d 
to the capitals principally concerned as soon as possible, for the purpose of explammg therr 
point of view and of learning by direct contact what is the attitude of other Governments to 
the British memorandum, in ord~r that His Majesty's Government may, in the light of that 
knowledge, consider what should be the next step. . . 

It is their view that, though it is essential that the wor~ recently done through dtpl~m~bc 
channels should in due course be brought to Geneva and latd before the General Comrmsswn; 
some intermediate stage may, in point of fact; prove necessary. 

(Signed) John SIMON. 

{t) MEMO~NDUM ON DISARMAMENT COMMUNICATED BY HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IN THE 

UNITED KINGDOM TO THE GOVERNMENTS REPRESENTED .AT THE DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE. 

I. 

I. On November 22nd, the Bureau of the Disarmament Conference unanimously decided 
that the work of the Conference should be suspended for a period, in order to permit of parallel 
and supplementary efiorts being carried on between difierent States, mainly through the 
diplomatic channel. In the interval, this method has been act~vely pursued, and bilateral 
communications have taken place between various capitals. As·a result~ the points of view . 
of certain Governments have been further defined, and some general proposition~ which 
they had previously advanced have taken a more concrete shape. Yet it must be admitted 
that, on comparing the attitudes thus disclosed, no firm basis of agreement at present emerges ; 
and, while these diplomatic exchanges have undoubtedly cleared the ground and revealed 
the immensity and difficulty of the problem in their true proportions, the method recently 
followed cannot in itself produce a unanimous result and is in danger of exhausting its 
usefulness. On the other hand, a resumption of the discussions at Geneva without any new 
directive suggestions is only too likely to lead to further disappointment. 

2. In these circumstances, His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom consider 
that the time has arrived when they shpuld make plain their own attitude in the present 
situation, the gravity of which must be apparent to every thoughtful mind, and should thus 
make a further positive contribution, so far as lies in their power, to promote a reconciliation 
of views in a matter upon which the future of the world may depend. If agreement is to be 
reached and a convention is to be signed, it is useless for any Power merely to insist on 'its 
own ideals and its own requirements or to refuse to depart in any degree from the solution 
which it deems best. His Majesty's Government are making the present communication, 
not for the purpose of formulating unattainable ideals, but in order to indicate' the lines of a 
compromise which they believe, after reviewing the history of the discussions and closely 
studying the recent interchange of views, should be'generally acceptable. · · 

3· Before dealing with any specific proposition as to the measure or the regulation of 
armaments, His Majesty's Government must reassert the main objective to which all proposals 
on this subject are directed. That objective is, as Article 8 of the Covenant declares the 
maintenance of peace. Even though increase of armed strength may be actuated by re~sons 
of def~nce~ it is ~n .index of fear of attack from another quarter, and a measure of the alarm 
3;n~ dJ?qutet exlStmg between peoples. ~onversely, a general agreement securing the 
hm1tat10n of armaments at the lowest practicable level would be the most efiective and signi­
fica_nt prO?f of international ap_peasement an~ an encouragement of the mutual confidence 
wh~eh spnngs from good and ne1ghbourly relations. Consequently, His Majesty's Government 
regard agreement about armaments, not as an end in itself, but rather as a concomitant of 
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world peace and as an outcome of political amelioration. For this reason, they have always 
acknowledged the .relation between the conception of equality of rights on the one hand, 
and of security on the other. For this same reason, they welcome the indications that Herr 
Hitler's recent proposals, whatever may be said of their precise co~tent, are concerned, not 
only with technical questions of armaments, but with political guarantees against aggression. 

4· It follows from the above considerations that agreement is most likely to be reached 
on a broad basis which combines regulation of armaments with assurances in the political 
field. Protracted debates on disarmament in its limited and purely technical aspect can lead 
to no conclusion, unless wider considerations touching the equality and the security of nations 
are borne in mind and provided for. Hence the United Kingdom draft Convention, which was 
approved at Geneva as a basis of the ultimate agreement by a unanimous vote which included 
both France and Germany, began with a "Part I" on the subject of security, proposing 
methods of consultation for the purpose of determining on appropriate action in the event 
of a threatened breach of the Pact of Paris. The amplification of this proposal is dealt 
with below (paragraph 9). His Majesty's Government must emphasise that they have never 

. ·departed from the principles and purposes of the draft Convention or have sought to substitute 
a second and contradictory draft for it. If there were any misapprehension in any quarter on . 
this score, the declaration they are now making will finally remove it. The Prime Minister, 
when presenting the draft Convention to the Conference in March of last year, plainly intimated 
that it was not necessarily to be regarded as a final and unalterable text, and subsequent 
discussion has shown that it requires adjustment in certain respects if general agreement 
is to be reached. ~ny suggestions which have since been put forward for consideration have 
been tentatively advanced with a view to seeing whether they would promote such agreement, 
and for no other purpose. But the underlying conceptions of the draft Convention remain the 
standpoint {)f His Majesty's Government,. and could only be abandoned if and when a more 
acceptable alternathre were generally agreed. 

5. But while His Majesty's Government are not prepared to depart from the lines of the 
draft Convention without being assured that there is an alternative which would more readily 
lead to universal agreement, they have been perfectly prepared to give unprejudiced 
consic!eration to new sugge~tions and to do their utmost to promote their general acceptance. 
The failure to reach agreement would inflict a fearful blow upon the hopes of all friends of 
peace throughout the world, whereas the attainment of agreement would create and build 
up that confidence which is the only secure basis for the limitation of armaments. The 
importance, therefore, of attaining international agreement by any possible means is so great 
that no suggestions, from whatever quarter they come, should be rejected merely because 
of a preference for a better solution which is, in fact, unattainable. An illustration lies ready 
to hand. It is sometimes urged that the solution of the disarmament problem lies in the 
immediate abandonment by all the world of all the weapons which the Peace Treaties withheld 
from certain Powers. But it is manifest that such a solution is in practice unattainab!e at the 
present time. That is no reason for abandoning the effort to secure, in this first Convention, 
all that can be attained. The devotion of the whole British people. to the cause of disarmament 
is deep and sincere, as is sufficiently proved by the present position of its armaments .in com­
parison with those of other leading"Powers. They realise that further progress can only be 
achieved by agreement, and therefore His Majesty's Government would still work for agree­
ment; even though, having regard to the principle of equality of rights, agreement is found 
to involve alongside of disarmament in some quarters some measure of re-armament in others. 

. I . 

6. It should not be overlooked 'that the scheme of the draft Convention itself involves 
some degree of re-armament for those States whose armaments are at present restricted by 
treaty. Germany, for example, in view of the numerical increase proposed in her effectives, 
would need larger quantities of such weapons as she is already entitled to possess. And this 
is not all. His Majesty's Government have more than once publicly stated that an international 
agreement based on the admitted principle of equality of rights in a regime of security 
necessarily involves that, within the stages provided for by such an agreement, the situation 

. must be reached in which arms of a kind permitted to one State cannot continue to be denied 
to another. His Majesty's Government see no escape from this conclusion, and they do not 
seek to escape from it, for' they are convinced that the best prospect for the future peace of 
the world would be afforded by an agreement which recognises and provides for this parity 
of treatment, while it abolishes or reduces to the lowest possible level all arms of a specially 
offensive character; and provides by the most appropriate means available for a greater sense 
of security. So far as Europe is concerned, a reconciliation of the points of view of France 
and Germany is the essential condition of general agreement. If a way is not found to 
accommodate their respective points of view, this greater sense of security will not be promoted. 
And, without it, substantial disarmament is impossible. On the other hand, if an agreement is 
reached, even if the agreement at present attainable falls short of the highest hopes, the gain 
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of reaching and observing such an agreeme~t would be im~easurable •. and the fact that it had 
been reached and observed would form the firm foundation on which a further agreement 
of more comprehensive character might be based in the. future. · · · 

7· We must therefore seek a solution where a solution can b«: found. No _3;gre~ment 
is no solution at all, and the world will be thrown back upon unz:estncted competition In ~he 
supply and manufacture of w~apons of ~;J.estructio~, the end ?f which. no man can see. Puttm,g . 
aside therefore as not immediately attamable the Ideal of umversal disarmament to Germany s . 
permitted level: and refusing to acquies~e in the concl~sion that agreement c~ot be reached,· 
the choice appears to His MajestY's Government to he between two conceivable course~ s~ . 
far as the future armaments of the heavily armed Powers are concerned. These two choices . 
are: 

(I) To reach agreement in a Conventi?n ;which will involve the abandonment of 
certain classes of weapons by the most heavily armed Powers; . · . . . 

(2) to reach. agreement on the basis t~at the most heavily ar~ed Powers ~re unable 
or unwilling to diSarm, but that they will ·undertake not· to mcrease therr pJ;"esent 
armaments.· 

The second course is the one which is indicated in certain quarters as the most that can 
be hoped for. But His Majesty's Government cannot contemplate as acceptable a conclusion 
which, though it would provide for a limitation of armaments, would do nothing whatever ~o 
secure their reduction. His Majesty's Government; therefore, would earnestly press upon 
other Governments that the first course, which they most strongly prefer and regard as more 
in accord with the main object to be attained, should not be abandoned, but should be act~vely 
pursued. The second pa,rt of this memorandum sets out the way in which .His Majesty's 
Government believe this could be accomplished. 

II. 
. . 

8. His Majesty's Government conceive that international agreement in the matter of 
armaments can only be reached by making adequate provision under the three heads of (a) 
security, (b) equality of rights, (c) disarmament. These three topics-were all dealt with in . 
the draft Convention, and the object of the present document is to explain how, in the light 
of actual circumstances and of the claims and proposals put forward from various quarters, 
the contents of that draft Convention might be modified or expanded in certain particulars 
with a view to securing general agreement. His Majesty's Government have studied .with 
close attention the points of view advanced by ·the French, Italian, German and other 
Governments in the course of recent interchanges. Nearly a year ago His Majesty's Government 
undertook the responsibility of placing .before the General Commission a full draft Convention. 
The adjustments now proposed in the text of that draft are such as subsequent communication· 
and consideration show to be best calculated to bring about conc~ete results. 

g .. Security.- Part I of the draft Convention .dealt with the subject of security. As the 
result of .a redraft which was unanimously approved on May 24th, I933. it now consists of · 
four articles, three of which provide in effect that, in the event of a breach or threat of breach 
of the Pact of Paris, immediate consultation may be called for and shall take place between · 
signatories to the Convention for the purpose of preserving the peace, of using. good offices 
for the restoration of peaee, and, in the event that it proves impossible thus 'to restore the 
peace, to determine which party or parties to the dispute should be held responsible. It will 
be observed therefore that, as at present drafted; the, event which brings these provisions 
into play is the breach or threatened breach of the Pact of Paris. His Majest'y's Government 
regard such provisions as of very great importance. But so vital is the connection of a feeling 
of security with the peace of the world that they would add to them yet further articles. It 
is in their view important to extend the principle of consultation in the event of a breach or 
threat of breach of the Pact of Paris to the event of a. breach or threat of breach of" the 
Disarmament Convention itself. They would therefore suggest that three new articles-2 '(a), 
2 (b) and 2 (c)-should be inserted between the revised Articles 2 and 3· .The first of these 
-2 (a)-would be Article 8g of the present draft Convention, which declares that 'the loyal 

· eKe?Ition of the Convention is a matter of common interest to the contracting parties: • 
~bcle 2 (b) woul~ decla!e: "The provisions for immediate consultation contained in Article I 
will also be applicable m the event of the Permanent Disarmament Commission to be set 
up in accm;dance with Part V, _Section I, of the present Convention, reporting th~ existence 
of facts ~hich show. that any High Contracting Party has failed to execute loyally the present 
Convention:" Arhcle 2 (c) would state : " It shall be the object of such consultation· to 
exc~n~e. VIe~s as to ~he steps to }>~.taken for the purpose of restoring the situation and of 
mamtammg tn operation the proviSions of the present Convention." The insertion of these 
articlt:S_ would~ in the opinion of. His Majesty's Government, emphasise the inescapable duty 
of all stgnatoru:s of the Convention to keep in the closest touch with one another, and to do 
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whatever is right and possible to prevent or -remedy any violation· of so important an 
internJLtional treaty. · · . . 

. A fui:ther- contribution to the cause of peace and security, by lessening any tension or 
anxiety which exists between Germany and surrounding States, is provided by the willingness 
of the German Chancellor-to conclude pacts of non-aggression with all Germany's neighbours. 
Such pacts should in no way weaken, lmt, on the contrary, should expressly reaffirm existing 
obligations to maintain peace under such instruments as the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, the Pact of Paris and the Treaties of Locarno, and His Majesty's Government cannot 
.doubt that,.if such pacts were expressly entered into in connection with the Convention (which, 
like the pacts themselves, His Majesty's Government, for reasons stated below, consider 
might be made in the first instance for a period of ten years), their practical value for the purpose. 
of creating a sense of security will not be disputed. . · 

. His Majesty's Government consider that the suggestions here collected under the head 
of security Cf)nstitute a sum total worthy of general acceptance. They have a right to expect 
that, if these provisions. and pledges were solemnly entered into, they would not be lightly 
"violated, and that any violation of them would be met in the most practical and effective way 
·by immediately assembling Governments and States in support of international peace and 
agreement against the disturber and the violator. 

. . - ; 

10. Equality of Rights. ~ The Five-Power Declaration of December i1th, 1932, put on 
record, in connection with the problem of disarmament, the principle " of equality of rights 
in a system which would provide security for all nations " and declared that this principle 
should find itself embodied in a Disarmament Convention effecting· a substantial reduction 
and limitation of armaments. From this Declaration His Majesty's Government have never 
withdrawn and they now reaffirm their unqualified adherence to it. The previous paragraph 
of this memorandum attemnts to define the essential elements of security without which the 
necessary conditions for an adequate Disa;rmament ·Convention would not be fulfilled. But" 
His Majesty's Government do not hesitate to declare that the princlple of equality of rights 
is no less essential in the matter·of armaments than the principle of security-both must have 
their practical application if international agreement about armaments is to be reached. 
The proposals which follow, no less than <the draft Convention itself, are.conceived-in that 

. spirit, and constitute a practical fulfilment of that principle. 
. ' 

. II .. Disarmament.- His Majesty's Government are glad to understand that Chancellor 
Hitler has declared that Germany voluntarily renounces any claim to possess·" offensive" 
weapons and limits herself to normal "defensive" armaments _required for the army with 
:which she would be provided in the Convention .. The German Chancellor, moreover, advances 
this proposition on the assumption that the-heavily armedSta:tes are not prepared to abandon­
under the Convention any p'ortion of their existing weapons. As already indicated in paragraph 7 
of this memorandum, His. Majesty's Government. are entirely unwilling _to accept this last 
assumption, and must insist that the only agreement worthy of the name of a Disarmament 
Convention will be one which contains reduction as well as limitation of armaments. There 
is; moreover, a further reason ·why His .Majesty's Government emphasise the fact that the· 
German Chancellor's declaration renouncing offensive armaments and claiming only what is· 
necessaryfor normal defence is based upon the assumption that the heavily armed Powers 
are not prepared to reduce their own armaments in any degree. The measure of Germany's 
need will necessarily be reduced if this assumption proves incorrect, A positive contribution 
to disarmament by the heavily armed Powers will therefore help to bring the scale down 
all round, and should, as His Majesty's Government conceive, reduce the demands which 
Germany ~ight ·otherwise be disposed to put ·forward.. . 

12. The following proposals, in modification of the draft Convention, are put forward 
on the assumption that the agreement would last for ten years. They have been framed after 
giving the fullest and most anxious consideration to suggestions and criticisms from all othe~; 
quarters, and represent, in the judgment of His Majesty's Government, what might well be 
agreed in existing circumstances. . 

· 13. (a) Edectif!es.- While His Majesty's Government are still in favour, so far as they 
are concerned, of the figures given in the table they submitted at the end of Article 13 of the 
draft Convention, they are aware of the recent discussiol). with the. German Government 
in regard to the proper number of average daily effectives which should be allotted to Germany. 
To the figure of zoo,ooo on a basis of eight months' service proposed in the draft Convention, 
the German Government have suggested the alternative of 300,ooo on a basis of twelve months' 
service. This is one of the outstanding points of difference emerging from the recent exchange 
of views through the diplomatic channel. Though the point is difficult and serious, His Majesty's 
Government do not think this divergence ought to raise any insuperable obstacle to an agreed 
compromise.' In the draft Convention, they themselves proposed 2oo,ooo as the figure for the 
average daily effectives stationed in the home country for France, Germany, Italy and Poland. 
It is not the figure of 200,000 which in their mind is the essential and unalterable element, 
but the principle of parity, fairly. calculated and applied, in these effectives between the four 
countries. They are aware that difficult calculations are necessary to establish the right 
figures for· the ten years which, as above suggested, would be the life of the Disa~mament 
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Convention, but His Majesty's Government are convinced that the ~x~ng of the proper ~gure 
cannot be beyond the power of adjustment between the States prmcipally concerned if the 
problem was made the subject of frank and conciliatory discussion between them .. If the 
figure of 2oo,ooo was found to be too low, an acc?mmodation could surely be fo~n~ between 
this fi,aure (which His Majesty's Government believe to be preferred by the maJonty of the 
Powers concerned) and 30o,ooo. · . . 

Agreement as to this figure ·will enable all European continental armies to be reduced 
to a standard type composed of short-term effectives as proposed in the draft Convention. 
His Majesty's Government suggest that t~is pr?cess should be·completed in, at most! four 
years. In Article 16 of the draft Convention, eight months was suggested as the maximum 
total period of service for these effectives, though, at the same time, it was recognised that in 
special cases the period might have to be twelve months. His Majesty's Government appreciate 
that this must necessarily be a matter for the continental Governments to determine, and they 
are ready to concur in the lm1ger period if such is the· general desire. 

In regard to land armed forces stationed overseas, His Majesty's Government have no 
further reductions to propose in addition to those already inserted in ,the draft Convention. 
These, it will be remembered, would entail a considerable reductton of French overseas forces. 

A difficult problem has been raised ifi regard to the so-called '' paramilitary training " 
-i.e., the military training outside the army of men of military age. His Majesty's Government 
suggested that such training outsid'e the army should be prohibited, this prohibition being 
checked by a system of permanent and automatic supervision~ in which the supervising 
organisation should be guided less by .a strict definition of the term " military . training " 
than by the military knowledge and experience of its experts.. They are P.articularly glad to 
be informed that the German Government have freely promised to provide proof, through 
the medium of control, that the S.A. and the S.S. are not of a military character, and have 
added that similar proof will be furnished in respect of the Labour Corps .. It is essen.tial to a 
settlement that any doubts and suspicions in regard to these matters should be set and kept 
at rest. · ' 

14. (b) Land War Material.- Certain countries will require, for the increa!?ed numbers 
of their.standardised armies, an increased number of such weapoJls as are at present possessed 
by their smaller long-service armies. His Majesty's Government accept this view. They 
would emphasise that, under the Convention, prohibition as to the possession of anti-aircraft 
guns would disappear. They would suggest that the maxirp.um calibre of guns in permanent 
frontier and fortress defensive systems should be fixed by international agreement. 

Of the types of land war material at present denied .by treaty to certain Powers, His 
Majesty's Government consider two weapons in particular must be dealt with. His Majesty's 
Government proposed in their· draft Convention that the maximum limit for the weight of 
tanks should be sixteen tons. They recognised, however, }hat this problem" evidently requires 
further international examination ". They are most anxious, in the interests alike of disarma­
ment and of the realisation of the equality of all countries, that progress should at once be 
made with the elimination of tanks above the sixteen-ton limit. They suggest, therefore, 
that tanks over thirty tons should be destroyed by the end of the first year, over twenty tons 
by the end of the third year and over sixteen tons by the end of the fifth year. These practical 
steps should help towards the solu.tion of the problem, but'' further international examination", 
as contemplated by Article 21 of the draft Convention, is obviously necessary. His Majesty's 
Government propose that this examination should be held by the Permanent Disarmament 
Commission, and should be completed not later than by the end of the third year. His Majesty's 
Government understand that the German Government maintains that tanks up to six tons 
are, in their view, necessary for the defence of their country. This view of the German 
Government was based on the supposition 'that other countries would make no reduction 
in respect of tanks at all, whereas His· Majesty's Government now propose' the reductions 
set forth above. None the less, His Majesty's Government are, for their part, willing to agree 
that the new German short-term service army, contemplated by the draft Convention, should 
be equipped with tanks up to six tons. His Majesty's Government would be willing to agree 
to a similar arrangem.ent in respect of Austria, Hungary and Bulgaria. 

As regards mobile land guns, it will be recalled that in the draft Convention His Majesty's 
Government made the proposal to secure that the maximum limit of these guns for the future 
should be II5 mm. They would greatly regret any proposals which tend to increase the size 
of future construction beyond this calibre, but they are bound to face the fact that the German 
Government maintains the view that mobile land guns up to ISS mm. are necessary as part 
of the ar~ament o~ the proposed new .short-term servic!l army. His Majesty's Government, 
thou~ st~ pr~ferrmg the more drastic proposal~ of .their draft Convention, are willing to 
acquiesce m thiS proposal as par! of the .Conv~nho?, 1f by so doing they can secure prompt 
and.g~al agreem~nt on all pomts. ~IS Majesty s Government would be willing to agree 
to Similar proposals m respect of Austna, Hungary and Bulgaria. . 
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But there remains the question whether it is not possible, by means of the proposed 

Convention,, to sec~re t~e re~uction in the maximum calibre of mobile land guns possessed 
by any Power. HIS MaJesty s Government propose that such guns over 350 rom. should be 
destroyed by the end of the first year, those over zzo rom. by the end of the fourth year and 
those over ISS rom. by the end of the seventh year. · · 

!5. (c) Air Armaments. - His Majesty's Government have repeatedly emphasised the 
great importance of agreement in regard to the limitation and reduction of air armaments 
which may, in the future, prove the most potent military weapons in the possession of mankind. 
Full reflection has convinced the~ of the justice of the proposals contained in Articles 34-4I 
of their draft Convention. Article 35 requires that the Permanent Disarmament Commission 
shall, immediately, devote itself to the working- out of the best possible schemes providing 
for the complete abolition of military and naval aircraft, which must be dependent on the 
effective supervision of civil aviation to prevent its misuse for military purposes. His 
Majesty's Government are aware that the German delegation.at Geneva moved an amendment 
to this :,trticle, proposing the total abolition of military and naval aircraft without, however, 
making any specific provision for solving the problem of civil aviation. The appropriate 
occasion to discuss this pl'oposa~ would be the immediate enquiry provided for in Article. 35· 
In theirview,itwould be prejudiCial to the prospects of the enquiry that any party not hitherto 
entitled to possess military aircraft should claim such possession pending the results of the 
enquiry. At ·the same time they frankly recognise that Germany and other States not at 
present entitled to military aircraft could not be asked to postpone for long their claim. They 
suggest, therefore, that the maintenance of· the status quo laid down in Article 36 of their. 
draft Convention should be modified as follows : If the Permanent Disarmament Commission 
has not decided on abolition at the end of two· years, all countries shall be entitled to possess 
military aircraft. Countries would reduce or increase by stages, as the case might be, in the 
following eight years, so as to attain, by the end of the Convention, the figures in the table 

. annexed. to Article 4I, or some other figures to be agreed on. 'Germany would acquire parity 
with the principal air Powers by the~e stages, and corresponding provisions would be made 
for other. Powers not at present entitled to possess military or naval aircraft. 

r6. It is, of course, understood that all construction or fresh acquisition of weapons of 
the kinds which are to be destroyed during the life of the Convention would _be prohibited. 

/ 

r7. {d) Naval Armaments. - His Majesty's Government, for their part, still stand by 
the naval chapter of the draft Convention. They appreciate, however, that the time which 
has passed since they~put forward. that draft Convention last March has brought much closer 
the assembling of the Naval Conference of I935· Should it be thought, in view of this consi­
deration, that the situation prior to the I935 Conference could appropriately be dealt with 
by some simpler arrangement than that contained in the naval chapter, His Majesty's 
Government would be prepared to make proposals to that end in du~ course. They suggest, 
however, that prompt agreement on other matters, and embodiment of that agreement in a 
worldwide convention, would be of great assistance to the naval discussions proposed in 
Article 33 of,the .draft Convention. · 

r8. Supervision. - His Majesty's Government are well aware of the great importance 
attached by various Governments to the institution of a system of permanent and automatic 
supervision to. control the .observance of the Disarmament Convention. There is obviously a 
close connec::tion between mutual agreement about levels of armament and a system of adequate 
international supervision. There are, however, many technical difficulties which arise in this 
connection and which· must. be practically met. His Majesty's Government affirm their 
willingness, if general agreement is reached on all other issues, to agree to the application of a 
system of permanent and automatic supervision, to come into force with the obligations of the 
Convention. 

rg. · It will be seen that the adjustments which His Majesty's Government propose are 
based on a duration of ten years for the Convention. The draft Convention suggested five 
years. ·Continued reflection, however, on the subject and constant discussion with other 
Governments have convinced His Majesty's Government that any stable system should be 
founded on a longer period. Only if a longer view is taken can substantial reductions of 
armaments,' and the full realisation of all countries' equality of rights and durable security, 
be realised. The proposal of the German Chancellor, that undertakings not to resort to force 
between Germany and other European Powers should be of at least ten years' duration, fits in 
very closely with the proposal now made by His Majesty's Government that the Disarmament 
Convention itself should be of ten years' duration. They confidently hope that, if a Convention 
on the lines now proposed can be accepted, humanity will within the coming ten years acquire 
such a deep-rootea conviction of the contribution to peace which such a Convention can make 
that, when the Convention is due to expire, further progress can be achieved in the reduction 
of armaments. By the successful conclusion ·of a Convention on such lines, and in the 



. ' 
-754- . 

atmosphere of firmer peace and increased mutual confidence which would accompany it, the 
way will be prepared for a closer and m.o~e hopeful ?pproach to the political and economic 
problems which at present perplex and d1v1de the natlons of the world. 

20. The object of His Majesty's Gove~nment in formul~ting these pr~posals and present­
ing them for consideration is not to describe the terms of an agreement wh1ch they themselv~s 
would most desire, without regard to the claims_ or nee~s of others, but to propound a bas1s 
of compromise on which it would appear, in present crrcu:{Ilstances, that general agreement 
could and should now be reached. The proposals, therefor~, mu~t be cohsid_ered as a whole 
and they are framed in the endeavour farrly to meet ~ssenbal cla1ms on all s1des. Th~ grave 
consequences which would follow the failure of the D1sarmament Conference are realised by 
all and need no further emphasis. The policy of I_Iis ~ajesty's Government in t~e international 
sphere is directed, first and foremost, to c~ntnbutmg to the utmost of therr po":er to the 
avoidance of these consequences by promotmg general agreement. If agreement 15 secured 
and the return of Germany to Geneva and to the League of Nations brought about (and this 
ought to be an essential condition of agreement), the signature of the C_onvention would open 
a_ new prospect of international co-operation and lay a new foundation for international. 
order . 

. January 29th, 1934. 

. . . 
(ii) STATEMENT MADE BY SIR JOHN SIMON' IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 

. ON FEBRUARY 6TH, 1934· 1 . 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS (SIR JoHN SIMON}. -The last date 
when disarmament was discussed in this House was December- 21st, on the motion for the 
Christmas adjournment. Hon. members may recall that I then had to point out that, though­
it was natural enough that the question should be raised on the eve of the recess, the moment 
was not then opportune for a Government declaration. That was not due to any preference 
for being secretive or to any desire to treat the topic of international disarmament, which 
closely affects every man, woman and child, as though it were a mystery unfit for profane ears. 
It was simply due to the fact that in the third week of December last diplomatic exchanges 
were actually going on which were being treated by other Governments as confidential until 
they were concluded, and because the best hope of promoting agreement wa.S to avoid any 
hardening of the attitude of different parties by premature disclosure when there was still 
a prospect that adverse points of view would approach one another and be further modified. 

Now the situation has ~hanged, it has developed; and candid examination of the present 
position is not only possible, but may well be useful, and I have no doubt many hon. members . 
of the House will contribute what they have to say'this afternoon. Not all the earlier exchanges· 
between Governments have been made public, though the substance of some communications 
in the month of December has appeared in the Press. But four very important documents of 
later date have now been textually published, and I have no doubt that, if it is the desire of 
the House, those from foreign Governments could be included in. a White Paper. These four 
important documents may be treated as summing up the present points of view of the four 
Governments which have been principally concerned in these recent conversations. 

I will tell the House what thes~ four published documents are. There is, first,. the last 
French Memorandum-there were earlier· ones that have not been. published-handed to 
the German Government by the French Ambassador in Berlin on January rst, a Memorandum · 
which was published by the French Government, with the consent of the German Government, 
exactly a month later, on February rst. Secondly, there is the German reply to that document, 
a reply that was dated January rgth and was made public in Berlin on February 3rd. A full 
summary of it appeared in The Times newspaper yesterday. Thirdly, there is the Italian 
document, published on January 31st, which follows the general lines of a Memorandum which 
was shown t!> me confidentially by Signor Mussolini in Rome on January 3rd, t~ough it was 
not exactly m the same terms. It ~ad been somewhat modified. Lastly, there is our own 
document, dated January zgth, whtch was .handed to the German Chancellor in Berlin before 
he spoke in the Reichstag the next day, and was at the same time confidentially supplied to 
the French and Italian Governments. . _ 

Those are the four documents which :{~lay be regarde-d as forming the basis of our discussion 
to-day, and the ~ouse rna~ ~ave noted that Chancellor _Hitler, in his speech last Tuesday, 
after he had rece1ved the Bnhsh document and had had hme to study it made a reference to 
it in these words : ' · 

:·We welcome gratefu_lly the eff~rts made by the British Government to help in 
openmg the way to more fnendly relat10ns. The Memorandum which was handed to me · 
-Y~e_rday by_ ~he British Am~assador, will be examined by ~s with the greatest good 
w11l, m the spmt that I ha_ve tned to define. as the spirit which co!ltrols our foreign policy." 
Then, after Chancellor H1tler had made hlS speech, and after S1gnor Mussolini had taken 

the opJ>?ftunity of publishing his ~wn Memorandum the next day then, as the :aouse knows, 
the BntlSh Memorandu?Jl was published as a White Paper, and it has been in the hands of hon. 
members and the pubhc for the best part of a week. · . · 

1 
See report of the debate in Volume z85, No, 30, of ., Parliamentary Debates, House of corn:mons ". 
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Before c::oming to the British Memdrandum, it will be convenient if I indicate briefly to 
the House some impressions which we were led to form on studying the series of documents 

. and communications proceeding from other countries and certain answers which had been 
given to ourselves. We must get the setting right before we can judge the merits or demerits 
ofthe'British Memorandum. Those impressions, I think I can satisfy the House, at once explain 

. and justify the publication .of the British Memorandum. I will mention two points. First 
. of all, I can assure the House that the periods of confidential, bilateral interchange have been 
useful, but,. useful as they have been, it did appear to us that after this method had been pursued 
for some six weeks or two months it was in danger of exhausting its utility. We never imagine~ 
that it was the substitute for a more general discussion. It was merely a method, a possible 
method, of apprqach. Secondly, we formed this dear conclusion, that although differences, 
ev~n serious differences, still existed, still there was a greater approach to common ground and 
sufficient .encouragement to justify anew effort at reconciliation on our own part. 
. Let me just explain those two points a little further. In the first place, as I have just said, 

we are satisfied that this meth.od. of diplomatic exchanges has at this stage of the Conference 
. proved definitely useful. This is. what. it has done .. It has brought out, not only points of 

·difference, but points ·of agreement, and it has brought out clear explanations on points of 
· doubt which certainly would not have been obtained otherwise. It would, therefore, be- a 

·complete misunderstanding to say that, because this method has not produced actual agreement, 
the method has been ·useless and a waste of time. Secondly, these recent exchanges have 
brought out in the clearest way how the key to a disarmament arrangement lies in the 

. finding of an accommodation ·between France and Germany: · 
· But it is a very great mistake to base oneself on that undoubted fact and draw a false 

inference from· it:. It is a great mistake to draw from that fact the conclusion that a Franco-
~ · German Agreement is inost likely to be promoted and reached by' leaving France and Germany 

Jo argue it out between themselves without. any assistance. The interest of other ·nations 
in the regulation of 'armaments and the avoidance of a new armaments race is so great that 
any State which can do anything towardshelping agreement along is bound to do its utmost 
both to compose the differences of others and to contribute what it can of itself. In our case 

·our own country has a special interest and a special connection in this matter. It has a special 
.. interest,fo~ it is certain that, if a satisfactory Disarmament Agreement cannot be promptly 

arrived .at, we shall have to face the question of the stale of our own armaments, which stand 
· at ·a level which will have to be. re-examined if we are to live in a world of unlimited 
~re-armament: 

We have a speeial· connection with this matter too. We have a special connection with 
tbese efforts at reconciliation, because we are the authors of the draft Convention which was 
put before the Disarmament Conference nearly a year ago, ·and which still remains the basis 
upon which a Convention may be ~ramed if the necessary adjustments can be promptly arrived 

. · at. Hon. members will have observed in the White Paper the statement that His Majesty's 
Government have never departed from the principles and purposes of the draft Convention, 
though they.liave always recognised that it might call for agreed modifications. lt is worth 
noticing that, in the French Memorandum of January rst, France twice refers to this British 
plan as the basis and describes her own suggestions as adjustments of the British plan-
amenagements is the word she uses. . · · . · · 

·- · · If we come more closely to these recent discussions, I would like to call the attention of 
the House to two or three points. First, there is no controversy at all that Germany wonld be 
prepared iri a Convention to transform her 'long-term professional highly trained army into 
a short-service force. There is a difference of view as to what the size of the new army should 
be. Germany has claimed that; having regard, among other things; to the length of her frontiers 
and her geographical position, her new army should consist of 30o,ooo men recruited on the 
basis of twelve months' service. One of the reasons which Germany advances for so large a 
figure' is the present size of the armies of her neighbours, and one expects, therefore, that the 
figure may be revised if those. other armies are reduced. Signor Mussolini in the· Italian 
document to which I have referred makes this very point. I will read a sentence. He says : 

,; It should be borne in mind that the German claim for an average daily effective 
force of 30o,ooo men is governed by the hypothesis that other armed Powers do not 
reduce their effectives to the figures put forward in the MacDonald plan, but keep to their 
present figures." 

He goes on: 

" If it were .found preferable to face the problem of reduction, Germany declares 
herself ready to rediscuss the figure given above." 

. I think that is worth noting. This figure of 30o,ooo, of co~rse, contrasts with the figure 
of 2oo,ooo on the basis of eight months' service which is contained in the draft Convention 
put forward by my right hon. friend the Prime Minister on behalf of the British Government 
in March last. These are some of the impressions which hon. members will gain if they study 
the documents to 'which I have referred. . · ' 

Let me briefly indicate some of the points made in the documents from' the French side: 
·We have 'to look at both sides. It is no good pursuing the process of trying to persuade others 
unless all the time we have both sides of the problem before us. France insists on the absolute 
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necessity of adequate supervision, by whic~ she mean.s ~he application _.of ~ system of 
international control which would be what 1s called per1~d1c and automatic, so as t? se.cu~e 
that the limitations laid down in the Convention are bemg observed. On that pomt 1t 1s 
satisfactory to know from these recent documents that Germany agrees, provided that c?ri!rol 
is international and is identical. I do not think we can e;xpect her to accept some specialised 
control. On the other hand, she says openly, boldly and without qu~ificatio~ that she is 
prepared to submit, if others will do the same, to an adequate ~ystem ~f mternah<?nal control 
which will be periodic and automatic ; that is to say, wh1ch w1ll come mto operat~on, not be­
cause one side lays a charge against another, but beca~s; the Pe.rmanent D1sarmame~t 
Commission itself organises a continuous system of superV1s1?~· I thmk t~a! the .House will 
see that this position is one that, having regard to our pos1t1on and traditions, 1s n?t easy 
to accept. There are many technical difficulties to be surmounted. !Ion. members will have 
noticed that in this White Paper we have in very plain terms stated m paragraph r8 ,: . 

"His Maj~ty's Government are well- aware of the great importance att~ched by 
various Governments to the institution of a system of permanent and a11-tomatic super­
vision to control the. observance of the Disarmament Convention. There is obviously 
a close connection between mutual agreement about levels of armament. and ~ system 
of adequate international supervision.· There are, however, many· techmcal difficulties 
which arise in this connection and which must be practically met. His Majesty's Govern­
ment affirm their willingness, if general agreement is reached on all other issues, to agree 
to the application of a system of permanent and automatic supervision, to come into 
force with the obligations of the Convention." · 

. Then, again, France makes the point in her document-a perfectly fair point-that in 
reckoning effectives the existence of what are called para-military forces cannot be left out of 
account. That is a very serious point which will require adequate provision. Running through 
the French case is a preoccupation of great importance for us all,. as to which I will say 
something in a few minutes-namely, the provision of security. I have tried to put to the House 
as plainly and :as· fairly as I can a sketch of the documen.ts out of which the British 
Memorandum emerges. · 

Now I will take our own document. Hon. members have, lam sure, read it and studied it, 
and I Shall not therefore be long about it. I would like to make three points of a general kind 
about the British Memorandum. The first point is this : The British Memorandum is not a 
document putting forward some ideal plan without regard to the needs, or the claims, or the 
anxieties of others. Quite deliberately we make our choice;- and we believe that we shall do 
more to help on this vital matter if we approach· the actual situation in a spirit of realism. 
More than two years have passed since the Disarmamen.t Conference first assembled. Time 
is running against the friends of disarmament. Brave words may be more exhilarating, but 
they are less useful; and this is not a unilateral declaration containing what may give great 
satisfaction in certain undoubtedly sincere quarters, but it is an attempt to provide a basis for 
prompt agreement. Idealism is the steam without which no great instrument of reform can 
proceed, but, though it mayoe the steam of the locomotive, we shall not make any progress by 
merely blowing off steam, and here we have deliberately faced the facts as we :find them and 
the difficulties as we know them, and the Memorandum must be studied in that spirit. 

In the second place, approaching the whole thing in a spirit of realism, we reach-I ask ' 
hon. members to give special attention to this-the inevitable deduction from two propositions, 
neither of which can be effectively challenged. The first proposition is tha~ Germany's claim. 
to equality of rights in the matter of armaments cannot be resisted, and ought not to be resisted. 

Mr. MAXTON. -Why not? 

Sir JohnSIMON.-For the reason which, I think, will be the first to appeal'toanyScotsman, 
that there is little likelihood of peace in the world if you try to put any country or race under 
an inferior jurisdiction. I am meaning, of course, that that is a situation to be met in a new 
Convention, and, if you are going to negotiate a new treaty, I think it must be on that basis .. 
Secondly, no practical solution can be found on the basis that all nations throughout the world · 
immediately abandon all weapons denied to Germany by the Treaty of Versailles. [An HON. 
MEMBER.- Why not ? ] I hear an hon. member say, Why not ? I reply to him by saying 
that if anyone pretends or professes that this is the immediate practical !:olution, well, then, 
he is preferring the luxury of his own illusions to the opportunity of supporting a practical 
plan. If those two propositions are correct, if you are going to negotiate a new Convention, 
~ou ~ill have to recognise the eq~ality of rights, and you must face the fact, whether you 
hke tt or no~, that you cann_ot bnng everybody_ down at on~e to the level permitted in the 
Peace Treaties. Then what IS to be the conclusiOn ? There 1s only one possible conclusion, 
and t~e conclusion to those two propositions, it appears to me, is that in a new Convention 
you will have to face some re-armament by Germany. We should recognise that that conclusion 
does flow from both, and proceed without delay to negotiate a treaty on that basis. 

There is .a third g;neral proposition. It is the question as to whether the heavily' armed 
Pow~s ar~ stmply gomg to hold all the armaments they have, or whether it is possible to 
CA"Jmbme wtth other features in the Treaty provisions which will, according to a programme, 
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as I stated, effect some reduction in the armaments of highly ar~ed Powers. In other words 
we have our .choice-no reduction in armaments at all, or a Treaty which provides for som~ 
moder~te, .reasonable programme of the !lbandonment of the very biggest weapons by the 
most heavily armed Powers. Germany, m her document, assumes the first. Italy, in her 
document, regretfully contemplates that possibility. I have to say, on behalf of the British 
Government, that His Majesty's Government would view, not only with reluctance but with 
repugnance, a settlement which provided, it might be, for equality of rights, but provided 
for it without any reduction of armaments in any part of the world. We are bound to resist 
so melancholy a conclusion with all our might. The object of this Memorandum is to show 
how it is possible for highly armed Powers progressively to get rid of their heaviest 
weapons ... 

If hon. members will look at the Memorandum, they will see, in paragraph 8, which 
contains a· second and more detailed part of the document, reference to the three heads of 
security, equality of rights and disarmament, and, of course, it is very necessary to see how 
far the British Memorandum carries out those three principles in the proposals which follow. 
As regards effectives, His Majesty's Government insist on the principle of parity between the 
,home forces of France, Germany, Italy and Poland. That was the principle of the British 
'draft Convention, which both France and Germany in principle approved. In regard to land 
war materials, we would be prepared, for the sake of agreement, to accept Germany's own 
proposals as to how her short-service army should be equipped. Let me point out to the House 
that it is a mistake to suppose that we have conceded, or, indeed, that Germany suggests, the 
authorisation of further weapons to the existing .German military organisation. It is as the 
new army proceeds to become embodied, and as the old army proceeds to be disbanded, step 
by step, that you will gradually get, according to this scheme, the provision of the weapons 
which Germany proposes. It should be equipped-so Germany claims-with certain additional 
mobile guns., To our regret, the figure which is approved by some other Power~. as well as 
demanded by Germany, is I55 millimetres. As regards tanks, Germany has declared in express 
terms that she asks for no tanks except some up to six tons, and as regards tanks our proposals 
re-assert that which was suggested in the British draft Convention-namely, that there should 
be a tank enquiry, a further international examination to take place within three years, in 
which, of course, Germany would have a part. · 

In regard to air arms, it is true that His Majesty's Government urge that the States at 
present not entitled to possess military aircraft should not claim this right pending the result 
of the enquiry into the possibility of the complete abolition of military aircraft, which was 
proposed, and very largely supported, in the draft Convention. I wish to say that it does seetn 
to His Majesty's Government that, if Germanywere to be given permission to set up a military 
air force at the very moment when the possibility of complete abolition is being discussed,· 
that manifestly would not be to the advantage of that most important investigation. Germany,· 
with her vast, highly developed civil aviation, could play, of course, an important part, but we 
provide that, if at the end of the two years a decision_ has not been reached on the question of 
abolition, then, undoubtedly, it is necessary to face facts as they will be, and this is a change 
in regard to the Convention. While the draft Convention made no provision for military 
aircraft for Germany during the five years' life of the Convention, the Memorandum, having 
regard to what has passed since, lays down that, if absolute abolition of military aircraft is 
not reached at the end of two years, Germany. will be entitled to begin building military 
aircraft herself, and during the n,ext eight years the necessary reduction or increase will take 
place, and the principal air Powers will reach equality in military aircraft. I do not wish to 
spend more time on that point now, but it is one of very great difficulty and of immense 
importance. 

Then I would draw special attention to the British proposals in regard to para-military 
formation-that is to say, military training outside the army of men of military age. Obviously 
if such training-military training-were widely indulged in abroad, the careful provision 
about the number of effectives wo'uld be waste paper. The Memorandum does not lay down a 
cast-iron definition as to what constitutes military training. We feel that this is a question 
which must be settled on practical lines in an atmosphere of good faith by the perm an en 
Disarmament Commission and its advisers. _ Herr Hitler has promised to provide full proof to 
tb,_e Supervisory Committee of the non-military character of the bodies ·referred to, including 
the Labour Corps, and His Majesty's Government feel that it is essential to a settlement that 
any doubts in regard to these matters should be settled and kept at rest, and they entirely 

- concur that the question of effectives and para-military training are closely interconnected. 

I desire to say a ~ord about security. If hon. members will look at paragraph 9 of the 
Memorandum they will see what the proposals of His Majesty's Government are: They will 
see that, in addition to what is already contained in the draft Convention, we propose further 
articles which are printed at the bottom of the page, and I hope e':'erybody will study them. 
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I may be asked, Is this a new commitment ? If ?Y ~ "n~w,.comini_tme~t ·:.is meant a new 
undertaking given in ad~3;nce to. adopt a defimt~ repress1~~ achon :m Ig~of;mce .. of t~e 
circumstances hereafter ansmg wh1ch may be alleged t? ca~ for 1t, th~ answer_1s . No ·. T~1s . 
country will do its utmost faithfully to fulfil any obligahons, and, mdeed, 1_ts authonty m 
the world would not be strengthened by casting any doubts .on out inte~twns, or o~ the 
validit yof those obligations. But it is not the Anglo-Saxon hab1t-that apphes to Amenca as­
well as to ourselves-to make defined engagements for unde~ned ~ircum~tances. We are 
entitled to say that our past history shows that when th~ occaswn ~nses this coun,try has not 
been found wanting. But if a Convention can be negohated and s1gned; as we are prepared 
to sign it, whicli contains the provisions set out in our M_e~ora~dum. under the head of 
"Security", then we are confident that a very material. add1h~m will have be~n.made to the. 
influences and forces which buttress the Convention and secure 1ts loyal observance. I venture 
to repeat here, on behalf of the Government, the words in paragraph 9 : ' 

' I • . . . • 

· "The insertion of these articles would, in the opinion 'of His Majesty's Gbvernrnent; 
emphasise the inescapable duty of all signator!es ?f the Conve11:tion to keep in the closest 
touch with one another, and to do whatever 1s nght and poss1ble to prevent or remedy 
any violation of 50 important an internatiomil treaty." ' 

Jn addition to that, ·the paragraph calls attention to the non-aggression pacts which Herr . · 
Hitler is prepared to enter into, and since that ~eclaration of t?e Chancello,r was mad.e we 
must take due notice of the fact that a very effective non-aggresswn pact has been negohated. 
between Germany and Poland. Obviously; again on the subject of security, it is very materi~l 
to consider what. I have said about supervision. I hope that a caref_ul study of th1s 
Memorandum will convince our fellow-citizens and others throughout the world who are· keen 
supporters of the reduction of armaments that our new proposals constitute a really serious 
advance. This advance consists largely, it is true, in formulating very definitl!lY how. 
disarmament can begin at once. In this connection it should be remembered that ·by the end 
of the first year the heaviest guns and heaviest tanks are intended to be abolished. No such 
heavy weapons could in future be constructed or acquired. The same thing applies to aircraft. 
The British draft Convention would secure that at least half the military aircraft of the world. 
above the unladen weight of three tons must be destroyed, and no others of that type 
constructed or acquired by the middle of 1936 ; but quite apart from the definite prohibitions . 
and destructions provided for there is the provision for the tank enq1,1iry and for the aeroplane 
enquiry to which I have already called attention;· and I maintain that His Majesty's Govern­
ment have shown in this document the btmost limits of what is possible through strong but 
practical support of the cause of disarmament. They have endeavoured to go into the question' 
and to sympathise with the points of view of many countries of the world. They have tried 
to set them down in a form· which they consider fair, and they hope, others may consider­
acceptable, and if such a Convention could be reached, ratified, brought into force and observed, 
then it would be beyond all question not only a provision for the next ten years in which we · 
might place some strong, clear hope, but the beginning of, probably, greater .things in the 
future. . · 

I shall be asked, What is the next step, what are you going to do now ? It is all very well 
to have this document distributed, but what is to happen next ? .. The Government have 
caused this Memorandum to be communicated to ~ll the countries represented at the 
~mament Conference, and we hope that it may .be widely regarded as providing the best 
ba515 for agreement. More particularly, we are concerned to urge the conclusions at· which we : 

.have ~ve~ upon ~he ~ther States with which we have recently been in especially close .. 
commumcahon. It lS difficult, except by personal contact, to make sure that the intention · 
and purpose of a necessarily elaborate State document like this is completely understood · · 
abroad, or to make sure that we, in oilr turn, fully grasp the central points of difficulty .which 
we are doing our utmost to meet. It is still more difficult to ·form what I may call the 
co~pa~ativ~ view, t~e _view which :-v~ get in corit~ct w:ith other nations, the comparative view 
w~1ch ~ ga1~ed by gtvmg and rece1vm_g explanations m each of the principal capitals in turn. 
HlS M~Jesty s Government therefore mten~ to follow up the issue of this Memorandum by 
arra~gtng for my hon. friend the Lord Privy Seal to visit Paris, Rome and Berlin as soon as 
poss1b}e for th~ purpose of explaining our point of view, and of learning by direct contact 
what lS the atbtude of other Governments to our Memorandum in order that when we have · 
my hon. friend's report the next step may be decided upon' and undertaken with that 
~nowle~ge. It had been intended that the Lord Privy Seal should start on his mission· 
1mmed1_ate}y, b_ut the French Government are, for the moment, !llUCh occupied with the. 
domeshc s1tuabon, and we must consult them as to the earliest date on which this visit would 
be convenient. Directly the situation becomes favourable for it, we shall invite the French 
and other Governments to concur in the action which we propose. . . 

I do not think that the step I have just indicated calls for any defence. I believe it to be 
supprn"te~ by the ~hole House. I~ the matter of disarmament every increased delay makes 
the sol_u~wn more d1fficult. Everythmg must be done, therefore, not only to improve the chances 
<A ~=on but to accelerate them. The British Government have thrown all their efforts a.ll 
thetr energy, into the pursuit of th~s objective, and the White Paper indicates very cle~rlr 
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how completely we realise the gravity of the situation which will result if agreement is not 
promptly att.ained. I would ask the House to observe that if, indeed, the world is to be thrown 
into a competition of unrestricted armaments, well, we,must face that eventuality and act 
accordingly; but our first duty is t<:> do all that lies in our power, as we are doing, to formulate 
and press upon others the best practicable basis for general agreement. In the troublous times 
through which we are passing Britain has the advantage of a free Parliament and a stable 
Government. There are many parts of the world which cannot make that double claim. Our 
responsibility and our moral authority in the councils of the nations are immeasurably 
enhanced by that fact. More than that, our right to speak, our duty to give a further lead, is 
reinforced by· the fact that we have offered the most striking proof to the world of our good 
faith. We, at any rate, have, not under compulsion, but voluntarily, translated the desire 

. for disarmament from words. into deeds. I trust the course and outcome of this debate may 
be to show that the Government have truly interpreted the united resolve of Britain to do 
everything that can be done to)>ring about, in spite of all difficulties, international agreement 
about armaments, to strengthen in every possible practical way the peace structure of the 
world, and so to deliver ourselves and others from the dangers and the burden that would 
follow ·on final failure to agree. 

(c) REPLY FROM. THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 

Paris, February roth, 1934. 

In two letters, dated January 26th and 27th, you expressed the desire to be informed, 
not 'later than February roth, of the situation resulting from the negotiations which the 
French Government, in accordance with the recent deliberations of the Bureau of 

. the Conference, has· been conducting through diplomatic channels with other Governments 
on the question of the limitation and reduction of armaments. 

I believe that I can best reply to your request by sending you herewith, with a delay due 
to the ministerial ,crisis : ' . ' 

(1) A copy of the memorandum communicated by the German Government to 
the Fren~h Ambassador at Berlin on December 18th, 1933 ; 

(2) A copy of the memora!ldum, dated January rst, 1934, in which the French 
.Government expressed its views in reply to the ·memorandum just mentioned ; 

. (3) · A copy of the reply made to this memorandum by the German Government on 
· January 19th .. · . 
Consideration of these documents shows that the French Government has remained 

faithful to the views already frequently set forth by its representatives, who have discussed it 
directly with you. In accordance with the decisions already taken by the Conference, the 
French Government· maintains its opinion that, on the one hand, a controlled reduction of 
armaments must ~ake place by stages down to a level which will enable equality of rights 
to be realised in a system of security for all nations, and that, on the other hand, effective 
guarantees of execution are indispensable. · . 

It would see'm desirable to add the following considerations : 
(1) The French Government cannot conceive, and it would .be unable to accept, 

any calculation of the effectives attributed to each State that would not take account of 
the existence of. formations which, in spite of certain denials, are incontestably of a 
military character.· If no· account were taken of these formations, no fair comparison 

·could be made between the forces of the respective countries ; the parities contemplated 
would represent disparities to the detriment of the States in which no such formations 
exist. 

(2) The French Government could not accept an immediate reduction of its 
armaments which would be accompanied by an immediate re-armament of a qualitative 
character of the Powers bound by the military clauses of the treaties. 

(3) The question of the guarantees of execution in case the provisions of the 
- Convention are violated is of especial importance ; you have been amply informed of 

the views of the French Government on this subject. 
(4) Present circumstances, and more particularly the increasing pace at which 

.certain countries are continuing to re-arm in contravention of the provisions of the 
treaties, necessitate a rapid solution of the problems with which the Conference is 
concerned. 

(Signed) Louis BARTHOU. 

(i) MEMORANDUM COMMU.NICATED BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT TO THE 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR IN BERLIN ON DECEMBER 18TH, 1933· 

I. 

In view of the attitude adopted by the heavily armed States, and more especially France, 
at Geneva during the disarmament negotiations, the Germ~n G~vernment ~annot. share the 
opinion that there is at present any real prospect of general disarmament. It IS convmced that 



new efforts in this direction would .be as vain as the negotiations of the last few years have 
been. If this fear should prove unfounded, no one wou~d be more sincerely pleased than the 
German Government. , · · . 

Without wishing to examine the numerous considerations on which the German 
Government's conviction is based, it is nevertheless impossible not to mention two essential 
facts : 

I. The reduction of the armaments of other European countries can only be practi~ally 
considered if such reduction be carried out by every country in the world ;, but nobody believes 
any longer in the possibility of such general international disarmament. · 

2. The events of the last few months make it clear that, even if the Governments o~ 
certain countries were seriously contemplating the possibility of disarming, they doubtless 
would not be in a position to present, with any hope of success, proposals to this effect to their 
parliaments for ratification. · · , 

For these reasons, the German Government feels that it can no longer cling to an illusion 
which can only complicate the relations between the various peoples-instead of improving 
them. Having regard. to actual facts~ therefore, 'it feels justified in making the following 
statements : \ ' 

(a) Germany is the only· country that has genuinely d_ischarged the disarmament. 
obligations embodied in the Treaty. of Versailles; • . 

(b) The heavily armed States either have no intention of disarming or do not feel 
in a position to do so ; · 

(c) Germany is entitled to obtain, in one way .or another, equality of treatment 
as regards her own security; ~ 

These were the facts in the mind of the German Government when it put forward its 
last proposal for the settlement of the problem. The statement that France has signified 
at Geneva her acceptance of a specific programme of disarmament in no way alters the force 
of these statements; for the programme which is doubtless alluded to involved conditions. 
which Germany could not accept, and which ·compelled the German Government to. leave the 
Geneva Disarmament Conference. • 

If the other nations sh9uld decide-as the German Government is at present convinced 
that they will not do-to disarm completely, .the German Government announces in advance· 
that it would be prepared to adhere to such a Convention, and to disarm also, if necessary, 
down to the last gun and the last machine-gun. · ' ' · · 

If. France, in particular, were ready to disarm in accordance with a specific-programme, . 
the German Government would be obliged if the French. Government would furnish it with_, 
figures relating to the steps it would propose to take (effectives, material, period for execution, 
date of starting and numerical supervision of execution). 

The German Government cannot see how the adjustment of Germany's armaments to 
the requirements of her security, and their partial adjustment to the level of the armaments 
of neighbouring States, could lead to a general increase in armament and be "the starting­
point of an armaments race. The German proposals concern defensive armaments exclusively. 
They are so moderate as to leave French armaments still superior. Furthermore, they preclude 
any armaments race because, according to these proposals, those countries which are already 
heavily armed would undertake not to increase their armaments. · 

The German Government's plan can be summarised as follows : 

I. Germany will receive complete equality of rights. 

' 2. The heavily armed States will undertake among themselves not to exceed the present . 
level of their armaments. . . 

3· Germany will adhere to this Convention, undertaking of her own fr~e will to show 
such ~oderation in availing her,self of the equality of.rights to be conceded to her~ that this 
equality cannot be regarded by any European Power as an offensive menace. 

4· All States will acknowledge certain obligations in regard to the,humane conduct of 
war and the non-employment of certain weapons against the c~vil population .. 

5· All States will accept a general and uniform system of supervision to verify and ensure 
the observance of these undertakings. • . 

. ' 
. 6. The European nations will guarantee among. themselves the unconditional' 

mamtenance of peace by signing pacts of non-aggression, to be renewed after a period of ten 
years. · 

II .. 

Ha~ng laid down these essential principles; the German Government makes the following 
remarks m regard to the particular questions put to it by the French Ambassador : 

I, The figure of 300,000 men repr~sents the strength. of the army that Germany needs on 
arPmnt of the length of her land front1ers and the effechves of her ~eighbours' armies. 
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2. It will, of course, take several years to convert the Reichswehr into a short-service 
army of 300,000 men. Financial considerations will likewise have a capital influence on the 
duration of this period of transformation. 

3· The number of defensive arms claimed by Germany should correspond to the normal 
proportion of such arms in a modern defensive army . 

. · 4• The progressive realisation of this armament should necessarily proceed pari passu 
with the conversion of the Reichswehr referred to in paragraph 2. , 

5· The· German Government is prepared to agree to a system of general and uniform 
international supervision, , operating periodically and automatically. 

6. 'When this. supervision would begin to operate is. a particular question that cannot 
be settled until agreement has b~en reached on the fundamental questions. 

7· · The conversion of the Reichswehx: into a short-service army of 30o,ooo men will in no 
way affect the nature and character of the S.A. and S.S; 

The S.A. and S.S. are not military organisations, and will not become such in the future. 
They are an insepar;l.ble factor in the political system of the National-Socialist revolution, 
and hence in the National"Socialist State. They comprise some 2¥2 million men, ranging from 
the age of 18 yearsto extreme old age. Their sole mission is to organise the political masses of 
our people so as to make the return of the communist peril impossible for evermore. Whether 
this system will be abolished depends upon whether the Bolshevist danger .continues or 
disappears. The National-Socialist organisations oppo~ed to "the former Marxist " Reichs-

. banner " and the" Association of Communist ExcSoldiers " have no military character whatso­
. ever. The attempts that have been made to establish a military connection between the S.A. 

~ and S.S. and the Reichswehr, and to describe the former as auxiliary military formations, 
emanate from political circles which see in the abolition of this protective organisation of the 
National-Socialist movement the possibility of a fresh disintegration of the German people 

·and a resumption of communist activity. . , 
In order to establish the peculiar character of the S.A. and S.S. as political organisations 

whose aim is to immunise the country, intellectually and physically, against the risk of 
communist disintegration, the German Government does not refuse, on the application of 
the supervision provided for the carrying-out of the Convention, to produce evidence of the 
literal truth of its assertions. 

8. The German Government is prepared to consid"r the establishment of common rules 
for political associations and organisations for preparatory and advanced military training 
in, the various countries. 

. 9· · The answer to the questioh regarding the supervision of such organisations in the 
various countries will be found in the particulars given at the end of paragraph 7 on the subject 
of the S.A. and S.S. · 

· . ro. Th~ content of the pads of non-aggression which the German Government is 
prepared to sign. with all its neighbours may be judged from the practice of the post-war period. 

rr. Whether, and to what extent, so far as Franco-German relations are concerned, the 
Rhineland Pact of Locarno concluded in 1925 gives rise to any particular considerations is 
a legal and technical problem which can be reserved for separate negotiation later. 

, r2 .. The German Government is prepared at any time to settle amicably, by whatever 
procedures may seem most appropriate, any disputes that ·may arise between France and 
Germany. 

III. 

The restoration of the Saar Territory to Germany without a plebiscite was suggested purely 
with the object of avoiding, if possible, the excitement of public opinion in France and Germany 
by which the plebiscite would be attended, and' of sparing the Saar population the disturbance 
of an election campaign, the issue of which is not in doubt. If the French Government takes 
the view that it cannot consent-to the restoration of the Saar Territory to Germany without 
a plebiscite, the German. Government regards the question a~ settled. 

IV. 

. Having again quite clearly stated its views on the settlement of the disarmament problem, 
the German Government considers that further conversations have no chance of leading to 
any definite result, unless the other Governments, in their turn, unequivocally state their 
attitude to the German Government's view and indicate clearly and in detail how, for their 
parts, they think that the problem can be solved. 

(ii) MEMORANDUM BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT OF jANUARY IST, 1934· 

On a number of occasions, the German Government expressed the wish, on which its 
Head laid particular emphasis, that negotiations should be undertaken between France and 
Germany to settle such difficulties as might be outstanding between the two countries. 
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The French Government replied to these overtures in no less definite terms. ! t exl?ressed 
its resolve to examine in the most helpful and conciliatory spirit any proposals which migh! be 

· put forward in the general interests of peace and in a genuine spirit of inter!latio~alco-ope~at10n. 
The French Ambassador was instructed to express the desire that the mtentlons mamfested 
by the Chancellor should.be given sufficiently defi!lit~ form to enable the French Governn;ent 
to judge of the prospects. of success of such negobatlons. . . · 

The German Government has been good enough to fall in with these wishes : Statements 
have been made to. ilie French Ambassador, and information ha~ been given to him either 
verbally or in writing. After proceeding with the fuller ~eli~erations referr~d to -~y·the 
Ambassador, the French Governmep.t is now able to express Its VIews on the vanous pomts so 
far considered. · · · · -

· Confining itself to the German Government's actual proposals, and \yith'out discussing 
for ilie moment the general considerations adduced in support thereof, particularly as regards 
the state of Germany's armaments, the French GoverZ:.ment is sincerely gratified to learn that 
the German Government is prepared to conclude pacts of non-aggression wit~ all its neighbours; 
it goes without saying that the conclusion of such pacts would ~mly be desrrable to the extent 
that, without in any way diminishing the guarantees of security provid~d ~y the agreements 
already in force, and particularly the Locarno Agreements, it would be likely to add fresh 
guarantees protecting the signatories both from any threat to their external independence 
and from any attempt at interference-in their internal affairs. · · · 

The French Government also notes with satisfaction the German Government's·acceptance, 
at any rate in principle, of automatic and periodical supervision on the spot, in conditions of 
full and equal reciprocity, without which any 'inter:national convention regarding armaments 
must remain inoperative. The exact details of this-supervision remain, indeed, 'to be defined, 
and the French Government would be glad to know whether Germany agrees to the measures 
contemplated at the last meetings of the Geneva Committees, in which unfortunately Germany 
did not take part. · · · 

But apart from these detaik to be fixed later, regarding which an agreement appears 
possible, there is one vital point which has engaged our attention and regarding which we desire 
to state our point of view in all frankness. 

While asserting her goodwill in circumstances which should facilitate the settlement 
of outstanding difficulties, Germany puts forward a programme of .claims as rega,rds armamep.ts 
which runs directly counter to the pririciples hitherto sanctioned by the Geneva Conference, 
with the German delegation's o-wn approval, and expressly endorsed by the declaration of the 
Powers of December uth, 1932,-to which the German Government frequently refers. . 

The aim of the Conference in whose work Germany and ourselves have been associated 
is to arrive by stages at a substantial reduction of armaments. But what the German Govern­
ment now seems to contemplate is a no less substantial re-armament, which is represented as 
only being capable of being deferred on financial grounds. · · 

The specific statements which the German Government has c~mmunicated show, not only 
that Germany asks to have her permanent effectives-raised to 30o,ooo men, but that this 
figure would be tar from representing the total military forces which would be at all times at 
her disposal without need o! any ·mobilisation. · 

To that figure must be added, in fact, the large proportion of the police force whose· 
character as a military organisation was recognised during the Conferenqe's earlier proceedings. 
and whose abolition does not seem to be contemplated, despite the considerable increase in 
_1)ermanent effectives which would result from the programme envisaged by the German 
Government. _ . . - : 

There must, in particular, be added the para-military ~rganis.;tio~s which have been 
continually multiplying in the last few years and which, since the present regime came into 
for~, hav~ assumed such a development and such a consistency that, apart from the political 
co~deratlons put f~rward by the. German State, of which it is the sole judge, they raise a 
military problem which cannot be Ignored. · 

The French. Government feels it must _poiilt out that at any rate a larg~ proportion of 
the men bel?ngmg to the?e formations receive a large degree of military instruction from 
cadres supplied by the Reichswehr or trained by it; that, if they are'not all armed in a 
permanent mam~er, they are ~t any rate tr~ined in the handlin~ of i~plements of war; that 
they ~re at ~ll tUI?-e~ at the diSposal of therr leaders ; that their eqmpment, apart from the' 
~rrymg of !dies, lS m every w_ay comp~rable with military equipment ; that, in addition to 
mfa_ntry umts, these organiSations now-Include transport formations, cavalry units and even 
engmeers ; and that their organisation and territorial distribution are closely modelled on 
those of the army (companies·, battalions, regiments, brigades, divisions, military areas). 

In t_h_ese circ_u_mst.ances, whatever ~he )olitical considerations invoked, the possibility 
of the mihtary utihsahon of these organiSations appears undeniable and the French Govern­
ment c<~;n only mai_nt~in •. in conformity with the Conference's e~rlier decisions, that any 
convention for the hmitabon of armaments which took no account of such formations in the 
calculation of effectives would not permit of any equitable comparison being made between the · 
forces concerned. · · · . · 

The French. Goyernment also nc;>tes that the Ger~an Government asks for an Important 
de~ee of quantitative and qualJtahve re-armament m the matter of land and air material, 
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and asks for this immediately, on the basis of the equility of rights, the principle of which was . 
recognised in the declaration of December nth, 1932. But for this equality to be brought . 

- about practically· and equitably, a previous .equalisation and standardisation of the effectives : . 
assigned to each country. for the defence of its territory is nec~ssary. Germany herself considers 
that several years will be required to bring this about. ·. · 

. The French Government observes lastly that, while the German Government accepts the 
principle of supervision, it does no~ say when this supervision would begin to operate. But the 
establishment and testing of this supervision on a footing of complete reciprocity are an 
essential condition of the loyal application of the convention, and can alone permit of the 
proposed reductions being carried out in an atmosphere of mutual security. 

The French Government does not think that a convention established on such a basis 
would answer to the intentions of the. Powers· as a whole, as expressed in the Conference's 
delibetations; and it was certainly' not in this spirit that the declaration of December nth 
was signed. It -fears that such a convention would, on th~ contrary, prepare the way for an 
armaments race, which the common efforts of civilised nations must strive to prevent. 

' It was precisely to obviate . this danger that, at the moment when Germany left the 
Conference, the French Government was ready to accept an emendation of the British plan 
which, bearing in mind the political unrest existing in Europe, and the practical possibilities 
of realisation, was aimed· at bringing about by stages an important reduction in armaments 
and equality of rights.. · 

·Its· intentions h~ve not changed,. and it is eager to take this opportumty offurnishing 
Germany with the specific details requested by M. von Neurath in his last communication. 
. . France IS ready: to accept ari em.endahon of t}le British plan involving: during the first 
years of the application of the Convention, a reduction in the French effectives pari passu 
with the transformation of the existing German forces, so that the two armies should 
be standardised on the basis of a defensive army with short-term service and limited effectives. 
In this way, it should be. possible to arrive by degrees at parity between the French and German 

· effectives which are comparable-i.e., which are intended for the defence of the home territory .. 
As regards land material, Frarice is :prepared, as soon as the Convention begins to be 

applied, to agree not to increase any of her armaments beyond their present level, and further 
to prohibit all manu:l'!l.ctures of material.of greater calibre OJ: tonnage than those authorised 
for all States. · · 

Simultaneously, the trial and adjustment of a system of supervision applicable to all 
States, both as regards effectives and the manufacture or import of material, would be put in 
operation. · · · 

The second stage of application of the Convention would involve, first of all, the progressive 
abolition of material exceeding the common qualitative limits which had been fixed, and, in the 

, second place,.the assignment of the .authorised material to the Stat_es subject to the military 
clauses of the Treaties of Peace, according to a program.me also to be fixed by the Convention. 

The French Government is prepared to state in figures the effectives, the calibres and the 
tonnages to be entered in a Convention on these Jines. But it is clear that these figures can only 

: be usefully discussed between all the Powers concerned, and that an agreement between France 
·and Germany alone cannot suffice to establish them. · 

Nevertheless, in order to convince the German Government of the importance of the 
· reductions which would be effected in the second stage, it may be stated that France would 

be quite ready to consider the eventual reduction of the calibre of mobile artillery authorised 
for all. States to 15 centimetres (5.9 inches). · . 

As regards air armaments, France, from the outset of the application of the Convention. 
not only agrees to the abolition of bombardment from the air, in the conditions defined by 
the Conference in its resolution of July 23rd, 1932, but would even be prepared to consider, 

.. if such ·a general reduction was accepted by the principal air forces and was accompanied 
by an effective supervision of civil aviation and air manufactures, a proportional reduction 
of 50 per cent of the material at present in service. · 

· She considers, moreover, that the eventual aim .of these important reductions should be 
-the abolition of all nation'al. military aviation and its replacement by an international air 

. force.· . · · ' 
The main outlines of this programme, the details of which France is ready to discuss 

· with Germany and the Powers concerned, suffice to show how inaccurate is the basis on which 
the German Government takes its stand in initiating conversations tending towards 
re-armament. For our part, we believe that progressive disarmament always remains possible 
as well as desirable, and that the adoption of the programme defined above, the adjustment 
and elaboration of which were only interrupted by Germany's withdrawal from the 
Disarmament Conference, offers, if Germany will co-operate in studying it, the best prospects 
of bringing about what must· be our common aim-a general, substantial and progressive 
reduction of armaments, which would relieve the world of a burden which the economic crisis 
renders heavier and more dangerous, and which threatens peace and the economic structure 
of every country.-

Whatever the difference of views on an essential problem which has been revealed by the 
Chancellor's communications. but which does not seem irreconcilable, if the German 
Government will accept the assurance that the road to reductions of armaments remains 
largely open, the French Government would regret any failure to pursue the diplomatic 
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conversations which the German Government has several times expressed the desire to 

carry on. . h · · 'th t th G , The French Government has .indeed been glad ~o 'note t ~ assurance a e er~an 
Government was prepared at any time to settle an a fr~endly basis and by the most appropna~e -
means the differences which might arise between Franbe an? Germ.any. It_ fully _shares th1s 
desire, and has consistently pursued, sometimes at great s~cr!fice; th1s essential p~hcy of good­
neighbourliness and understanding b.etween two great coun~nes whose agreement m a common 
task of international co-operation 1'\'ould be the su~est g~arant~e of peace. · 

Moreover, the examination of the problems wh1ch ar1se as between Ger~an:y and ourselves, 
assuming that, as the Chancellor ·says, no territorial differences any lon:ge~ ex1st between the 
two countries will soon convince the German Government that the maJonty are not Franfo­
German, but European problems, and that F_rance, ·if she i~ to remain fai~hful to the_ policy 
of international co-operation, cannot cons1der them w1thout c~nsultmg the different 
Governments concerned and the League. of Nations. . . . . . • 

But, in order that there may be no misunderstanding as to 1ts pomt of VIeW, the Fr~nch 
Government wishes to assure the German Government that all problems can be exammed . 
between the two Governments in a· spirit of mutual comprehension, on the under­
standing that there is no intention of arriving at a solution independently of the Governments 
directly concerned and contrary to the provisions of a Covenant to which we, as well as they, 
remain attached. · ' 

It is, indeed, in the League of Nations that that eq'Qality of rights so stron&"ly urged by 
Germany finds its practical application. It is there. that internatio:t;tal co-eperatl.on can best 
be exercised .. The French Government has many times proved by 1ts acts that xt could not 
conceive of such co-operation without Germany's participation. It still hopes that the German. 
Government will be convinced of these facts, that it will not maintain a decision as regards the 
League of Nations'which has been unanimously regretted, and that it will not persist in a:n · 
abstention the consequences of which would be no less injurious to Germany than to the 
international community as a who!e. •. ' · 

(iii) REPLY OF THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT DATED }ANUARY19TH, 1934, TO THE 

FRENCH GOVERNMENT'S MEMORANDUM .DATED JANUARY isT, 1934· 

. The German Government ·has examined· with great interest the·- memorandum 
communicated to it by the French Ambassador at Berlin on January 1st, 1934. It observes 
with satisfaction that the French Government has accepted the suggestion that direct 
diplomatic negotiations should be opened between the two Governments on the problems 
outstanding between their countries, and that, with regard to the gravest and most delicate 
question, that of disarmament, it has given a detailed statement of its attitude to the German 
Government's previous declarations, and of the views it wishes to advance as to the further 
development of this question. · The German Government has examined, entirely without 
prejudice, the considerations put forward in this connection in the French memorandum 
-primarily in the endeavour to ascertain whether and in what form those considerations offer, 
at the present juncture, any prospect of arriving at general disarmament. It wishes to inform 
the French Government quite frankly and plainly of the results of this examination, because it 
believes that such a method can alone dispel misunderstandings and promote the agreement 
which both parties desire. . · . · . · 

I. 

Before replying to the French memorandum's criticisms of the German proposals, the 
German Government would like to express its views on the plan that the French Government 
has thought fit to put forward as an alternative. If the German Government has rightly 
understood that plan, it would essentially take the following form : . 

The French Government wishes to divide the period of the Disarmament Convention 
to be conclude~ into two ~tages. During the first stage-the length of which is not specifically 
stated, but wh1ch would many case cover several years-France would progressively reduce 
the stren~h of her arm~ to an extent correspon:ding in time to. the progress of the ·conversion 
of the Re1chswehr, and m such a way that, ultlmately, numencal equality would be reached 
between the strength of the German army and that of the French home forces. The 
memorandum does not specify whether and to what extent .France contemplates, in this 
connection, any reduction of her oversea forces. 

During the first stage, France would retain her existing land war material without 
reduction. On the other hand, the manufacture of new material exceeding in calibre 
and tonnage the maximum limits fixed by the Convention would be discontinued. · 

As regards military aircraft, France would already be prepared during the first stage to 
agree to a reduction of 50 per cent in her existing machines, provided that the air forces of the 
other great Powers were reduced in the same proportion, and that arrangements were made for 
effective supervision of civil aviation and aircraft manufacture. . 

I_n the second stage of the per.iod of validity of the. Conventi<;m-that is to say, after. 
sweral Y-;ar~the gradual destructiOn of land war matenal exceedmg the fixed calibre and 
tonnage hm1ts would be begun. Furthermore, the States disarmed under the Peace Treaties 
would be allowed gradually to acquire all the categories of arms authorised by the Convention. 
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The details of the measures to be carried out during the second stage in'regard to war material 
would have to be determined in advance in the Convention. In any case;however, regard would 
have to be paid to the experience gained in t,he supervisory procedure during the first stage. 

The French Government is of opi~io'n that suc;:h.a programme offers the best prospects 
of gradually carrying out a substantial degree of general disarmament and relieving the world 
of a heavy burden in the interests·.Qf the maintenance of peace and of economic reconstruction. 

To elucidate this point, it will be. necessary to visualise, in a concrete form, the situation 
that would be created by a Convention concluded on the lines of the French plan. What would 
that situation be ? . . · · . · 

• 
In the important sphere of war material, disarmament would be put off for several years. 

During this time, the heavily armed States would retain the whole of their heavy material 
without reduction, even if this material is regarded as more particularly adapted to offensive 
purposes. It is questionable whether, from the standpoint of general, security, any importance 
can be. attached to the fact that the heavily armed States would undertake not to renew their 
heavy offensive material during that period. Germany, for her part, would have to content 
herself with the wholly inadequate categories of arms provided for by the Treaty of Versailles, 
while during the same period-she wo.uld have to undertake the conversion of the Reichswehr. 
How can the conversion of an a_rmy be carried out in practice if the material appropriate to 

·its possible employment is not available at the outset ? And how, in such a conversion of the 
Reichswehr, can Germany's. security be in .any way guaranteed? 

With regard to the question of effectives, the standardisation ot" types of army would . 
naturally presuppose that the approved type of army should also be adopted by other States. 
Moreover, the value of the reduction of effectives conceded by France during the first period 
cannot be properly judged unless it is stated what is to become of the French colonial troops. 
The French defence system has long been largely based on the employment of African troops 
in the home country. Consequently, a' large proportion of France's African troops are 
permanently stationed in the home territory. Furthermore, if the German Government's 
information is correct, a complete organisation has been established to enable the troops 
stationed in Africa to be brought to· France in the shortest possible time at any moment. This 
being so, is it not reasonable to think that the reduction of the home forces could always be 

. balanced by calling in oversea troops; so long as the latter were not included in the reduction 
of effectives ? 

With reference to the air forces, it is open to question whether, in view of the method of 
reduction contemplated in the Fre11ch memorandum, the important principle of equalising all 
the major air fleets at a common level would not be abandoned. Apart from this question, 

· however, Germany is also bound to ask whether, during the first, and even during the second, 
stage of the Convention, she must continue to have no military air force. If the French plan 
replied in the affirmative to this question, the proposed reduction of the air forces of other 

· countries would, in practice, make no change in the present situation of absolute inequality, 
or in Germany's complete lack of air defence. The German Government cannot foresee how 
far this inacceptable situation would be alleviated by the fixing of an objective to be reached 
in the indetermi11ate future-nam~ly, the general abolition of military aircraft. 

. ' 
. The arrangements contemplated in the memorandum for the second stage would also 

raise an important question. Are the explanations in the memorandum on the subject of 
supervision to be interpreted as meaning that the system applied in the second stage will depend 
entirely on the facts ascertained in the first stage ? If that were the correct interpretation, the 
achievement of general disarmament would be influenced, in this second stage also, by a 
dangerous factor of uncertainty. It is true that supervision is to be applied effectively and 
in an identical manner to all States. But it is evident that the preliminary condition of equal 

· supervision would not be fulfilled if, owing to the radical difference in the degrees of armament 
reduction, the supervision were, in practice, to be exercised quite differently in the countries 
already disarmed under the Peace Treaties fromJthe way in which it was exercised in other 
countries. Since its scope would be much more extensive in the disarmed countries, would it 
not-eve!). if the treaty were observed with the most entire loyalty-give more occasion in the 
disarmed countries than in the other countries for disputes which could be taken as a pretext 
for further postponing the second stage ? 

Even if it be possible to obviate this risk, the decisive question for Germany is still whether 
the discrimination she now suffers is to be further prolonged for a period of years. Can the 
other Powers produce any solid reason in support of such a project, incompatible as it is 
with. Germany's hono'!r and security ? 

· The German Government is firmly convinced that this is absolutely impossible. The 
assertion in the memorandum that Germany's equality of rights in regard to material implies, 

·according to the declaration of December nth, that the conversion. of the Reichswehr must 
first be completed, cannot be justified either by that declaration or by other conventions or 
by other facts. 

· Apart from the gener3.1 considerations set fortp above, there are numerous othe~ particular 
points in the French proposal that require further elucidation. Some of these questions ~ppear 
in the list appended to this document. The German Government would be grateful If they 
could be answered. 



II. 

Taking the main points of the French plan and its consequences, as we have done in the 
foregoing survey, we cannot but entertain grave doubts· oJ the possibility of finding on these 
lines a solution of the disarmament problem which would be really eq~utable ~n.d calculated .. 
to safeguard peace. All things considered, the German Government 1s of opm10n tha~ the 
problem stands to-day exactly w~ere it stood a few montP.s ago, when, in consequence of _.the . 
total bankruptcy of Geneva methods, it was obliged to witHdraw from the League of Nations 
and leave tile Disarmament Conference, and decided to make a fresh proposal.· The German · 
Government most keenly regrets that the French Government, in its memorandum, has not 
appreciated the.motives of that prop'osal at their true worth. In making that proposal, ~he 
German Government had no intention of abandoning the idea of disarmament and demandmg 
tile re-armament of Germany mstead. It desires again to state explicitly that Germany, for 

. her part, has no more earnest· wish than that general d~sarma~ent to the widest possi~le 
extent should be achieved. The German Government still considers that ·the best solut10n 
would be for all countries to reduce their arm!J.ments to a level cqrresponding to the. degree 

· of disarmament provided for in the .Treaty ol Versailles .. That would afforc;l the simplest 
solution of tile question of Germany's equality of rights. In any case, there is no measure, 
however far-reaching, in the field of quantitative and qualitative disarmament that Germany 
is not prepared to accept forthwith if it is applied in the same way by all other countries. 

·Having made, and s;veral times repeated, t~is categorical ~eclaration, the Ge~man ~overn?Ie~t 
is entitled to deny m the most formal fash10n the assertion that the true a1m of 1ts policy IS 
tile re-armament of Germany. _ · · 

If tile German Government's proposai was designed to seek an initial prompt settlement 
on tile basis of a limitation of the armaments of the heavily armed States'to their' present 
level, tile reason is that, in the German Government's ·intimate conviction, the. course taken 
by tile discussions that have been proceeding for nearly eight years has clearly shown that the · 
principal Powers concerned, having powerful armaments, are in no way disposed for a really 
effective measure of disarmamimt-wb,atevet ·may be _the reason for this attitude.· Even the 
memorandum of January Ist does not contemplate such a measure of disarmament. ·Needless 
to say, it is not the intention of the German proposal to reject at this stage such definite 
measures of disarmament as it may seem possible to agree upon in the near future. On the 
contrary, tile Government has no greater desire than that the most extensive measures·of 
disarmament possible should be taken within the scope of the system suggested by it. In 
view, however, of the situation as the German Government sees it to-day, those measures 
will never be far-reaching enough to bring about in themselves Germany's equality o~ rights 
in accordance with the declaration of December nth, 1932. Facing that fact •. we can see.no 
oilier way of reaching a treaty settlement in the near future than to determine the measures · 
of disarmament on which agreement is now possible ; but, apart from that, to limit the 
armaments of the heavily armed States to their present level for the duration of the first 
Convention, and to establish Germany's equality of rights by a certain adjustment of her 
armaments to the level of those of other countries . .The sole object of this proposal is to draw 
tile necessary consequences from a de facto situation for which Germany is not responsible, 
Germany cannot be expected to support alone the consequences of that. situation, in such a. 
way as to remain, for years to come, subject to unilateral armament limitations not applying 
to other States and bearing no relation to the level of the armaments of those States. 

Nor do we see how the application of the. German proposai could lead to an armaments 
race. So far as Germany is concerned; it would only involve the creation of a defensive army 
which could· not constitute a threat, however remote, to any other country. ·Moreover, the 
German proposal aims at fixing by treaty, for all States, specific limits of armaments, which 
a priori precludes any possibility of an armaments race. · · · 

Nor, again, can the German Government admit the objection that three hundred thousand 
men w~d be _too ~igh a figure fo~ the German defensive army. Indeed, owing to Germany's 
geographical Situation, and especrally the length and· nature of her frontiers; ·that figure 
represents the minimum she needs for her security in the present circumstances. This will be 
Pa:tiClllarly pl~in if that figure is compared with tile armaments of Germany's heavily armed 
neighbours, chief among whom, ·apart from France, are the latter's allies-Poland Czecho­
slovakia, and ~elgium .. It should further be observe~ ~hat all t~ose countries possess, n~t merely 
very large active armies, but also powerful quantities of tramed reserves, because since the 
end of the war, on the basis of universal military service, which is .in force in their territories 
they have passed through anny training all the young men who are fit to bear arms. Thes~ 
reserves, who have received full military training with the forces, and who are also required 
to carry out training and are liable for service in ~ime of war, whose .rolls ate kept and checked, 
and some of whom may be called to the colours w1thout a proclamation of general mobilisation 
number some five millions in France alone. · · · ' 

G~many has no ~mparable forces to set off against the trained reserves of other countries. 
In ~articular, the pohbcal organisations that exist in Germany cannot be placed on the same 
f(JI.Jtmg as the tramed reserves of other countries. · · · 

' 
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. It has already been pointed out several times to the French Ambassador that the S.A. 
and S.S. formations have no military· character. _Moreover, the German Government has 
already declared itself willing to submit the non-military character of th,ose 'associations to 
the proposed international supervision, provided other countries assume a like obligation in 
respect of the organisations in their territories.- Thi~ _arrangement would effectively dispel 
any fear lest Germany might indirectly, by means of her political organisations, exceed the 
strength of her forces as fixed by the Convention. _ · 

On the police question, it will probably not be difficult ,to reach an agreement. In the 
German Government's view, regard should be paid to the number and density of the population, 
and to_ other factors peculiar to _the different. countrieg (number of large towns; social 
conditions, etc.). . _ · · 

Lastly, in considering the figure of three hundred thousand men, it must be borne in 
mind that these would be soldiers performing a short term of service, whereas the Reichswehr 
consists of professional soldiers serving for twelve years. The French Government itself, in 
the course of the Geneva discussions, ·has constantly upheld the view that the military value 
of soldiers performing a short term of military service must be regarded as considerably less 
than that of professional soldiers. From this standpoint, likewise, it would be wrong to look 
upon the figure of three hundred thousand men as representing any considerable increase in· 
Germany's present military forces. · -· . 

A,s regards the objections in the memorandum to the equipment of Germany's future 
army with defensi'!'e weapons-which the German Government considers to be necessary-it 
has already bee~ pointed out above that the conversion oi.,J:he Reichswehr into a short­
service army cannot -be carried through in practice unless the arms that army .requires are 
made available at the actual time of the conversion. To attempt to convert the Reichswehr 
first, and only to equip it !luring a subs~quent period with the defensive arms allowed by the 
Convention, would not merely entail the greatest difficulties of organisation in carrying through 
.the conversion, but also, and above all, would make the army, for the first few years, entirely _ 
inadequate for its duty-namely, the defence of the country. - _ 

Lastly; as regards the details of the system of supervision provided for by the Convention, 
these are technical matters, on :which it will: not be difficult to arrive at an agreement as soon· 
as the main points in the disarmament problem are cleared up. In the German Government's 
view, ·provided that parity is fully assured, it would be in the very nature of the_ problem that 
supervision should begin to operate at the actual moment of the Convention's entry into force. 

III. 

The foregoing remarks make it clear· that the essential points on which the views of the 
two Governments on_ the disarmament problem still diverge are _the evaluatiOn of effectives and 
the moment at which the future German army may be equipped :witJ:!. defensive weapons. 
On these two questions, however, in the German Government's opinion, the proper solution 

·is self"evident, if the· views expressed are considered without prejudice, and taking into account 
the material, legal and. moral factors'. . · · . 

The French Government cannot fail to observe that what the German Government thinks 
it necessary to demand in the present case is far less than what oughtto be conceded to Germany 
if equality of rights were really and completely established. Even if Germany's future short­
service army is three hundred thousand strong, and if it obtains the necessary defensive 
weapons at the actual time of the conversion of the Rdchswehr into a. new-type army, France 
and the· other over-armed States will retain a considerable superiority in armaments. That 
being so, the rejection·of Germany's demands could only mean that there was no real intention 
of recognising Germany's equality of rights.· For that reason, the German Government trusts 
that the French Government, if it once more considers all the factors in the problem, will not 
exclude Germany's point of view,' and will thus find the way to an understanding which 
Germany earnestly desires. - · -

Needless :to say, the .German Government agrees that the disarmament problem cannot 
be settled simply by negotiations between Germany and France, but entails negotiations with 
all the States concerned.· These general negotiations, however, would be much easier if France 
and Germany could come to an understanding on questions of principle, seeing that such an 
agreement is one of the most important preliminary conditions for the establishment of a 
Disarmament Convention. · 

The fact that Germany is prepared to co-operate with other countries in the international 
field, and the spirit in which she will do so, are clear from her proposal to conclude pacts of 
non-aggression.- As to the form that such co-operation may take in the future, that seems to 
the German Government to be a question which must be answered later. The most urgent task 
at the present moment is to solve the problem of disarmament ; its successful solution will 
open the way to the solution of the other political problems outstanding. 

Questionnaire. 

(I) - What is the maximum figure to which the total French forces, home and colonial, 
·are to be reduced ? . 



(2 ) How are France's oversea effectives and trained reserves to be computed in the 
scheme provided for in the French memorandum ? · 

(3) If the conversion of her army into a ~hort-service defensive army were not. to be 
e.xtended to the oversea effectives stationed in the home country as well as to those m the 
oversea territories, would France be prepaz:ed to u_ndert~ke. that her overse~ tr?ops should ,not 
be stationed or employed in the home territory, either m bme of peace of m bme ot·war · 

(4) What is to be. done with mobile land guns exceeding 15 ~entimetres (5·9 inches)·? 
Are they to be destroyed ? Will training in the use of such guns shll be authonsed ? 

(5l What is the maximum tonnage to be fixed for tanks ? What will be done with tanks 
exceeding this maximum ? . 

(6) Does the French Government contemplate qu3:ntitative limitation .of certain 
categories of arms, including material in stock, for all countnes ? To what categones of aqns 
would such limitation apply ? . · 

(7) What will be the armament of the French troops not brought under the measures for 
the standardisation of types of army ? . . · 

(8) Within ~hat period would the abolition of 50 per cent of the aeroplanes at present 
in service be carried out ? Are the aeroplanes abolished to be destroyed, or how else are they 
to be dealt with ? · · 

(g) What is to be the scope of the s~pervision of c~'?l aviation and ~rcr~ft manufacture, 
which, according to the French proposal, IS the prereqms1te of any reduction m the number of 
military aeroplanes at present in service ? 

(Io) Is the Convention to provide specifi.caliy for the abolition of military aviation by 
a stated date and, if so, what date is proposed ? · , · . 

(II) Is the prohibition of bombing from the air, which the French Government is prepared 
to accept, to be general and absolute or, if not, what definite limitations are to be attached to 
such prohibition ? · 

(12f Are the statements in the French memorandum.regarding the supervision of war 
material to be understood as meaning that, so far as she herself is concerned, France is merely 
prepared to accept supervision of manufacture and imports, or. do they mean that such 
supervision is to be extended to material at present in service and in stock ? 

(13) What is the French Government's attitude in the matter of naval armaments ? 

4· MEMORANDUM HANDED TO THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 
THE REICH BY THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR IN EERLIN . 

ON FEBRUARY I4TH,' I934· 

The French Government has received from the Ambassador of the Republic in Berlin the 
memorandum handed to M. Frans:ois-Poncet on January Igth in reply to,its own memo-
randum of January Ist. · 

In a frank and sincere spirit, the French Government had put forward a programme 
in conformity with the resolutions previously voted by the Geneva Conference with the 
participation of the German delegation. This programme .provided, by stages, and with 
corresponding guarantees of control and security, for .substantial reductions of armaments, 
both in the matter of effectives and in that of land and air material. 

On receiving this concrete and precise programme, the German Government, however, 
feels bound to assert once more that the" principal Powers concerned" (among which no doubt 
France must be reckoned) " having powerful armaments are not prepared for a really effective 
measure of disarmament". The Government of the Republic leaves to the Government of 
the Reich full responsibility for a conclusion to which it for its part cannot subscribe, more 
particularly because it is directly contradicted by its own proposals. 

Arguing from mistaken premises, the German Government has not seen fit to modify 
the proposals which it put forward itself in its previous memorandum. Nor has it thought it 
desirable,. in spite of the courteous request which was .made to it, to explain the 
exact sigmficance of several of its proposals. The French Government is legitimately surprised 
at this. It especially regrets not to find in the memorandum of January Igth adequate. 
explanations of the German views in the matter of control ; it regrets still more that the German 
Governm~t has taken no notice either favourably or unfavourably of the observations 
pr~ted .m the memorandum of January I~t on the scope' of pacts of non-aggression and on 
their relatiOn to the Treaty of Locarno. Yet It would seem that this element in general security 
is too important to be passed over in silence when the conditions of a general and substantial 
reduction of armaments are being laid down. 

The German Government must certainly be aware that the proposals formulated in the 
memorandum of January Ist were, from. the point of view of the French Government, 
fundamental on two points. -

The compar~n of Fre~ch and Ger!Dan e~ectives can be made only on the basis of 
comparable effecttves-tbat 1s, those whtch are mtended for the defence of home territory-

, ' 



and it is conceivable only if all forces which have any military character· are included 
in whatever limitation -is decreed. · · 
. . Equality in' material-that is, the attribution to Germany of material which the other 
Powers will keep and which is at pres~ denied to her-can come only after the transformation 
of the German arm~ and the absorption of the pre-military and para-military formations in 
the regular effectives which will be limited by the Convention. 

By setting aside on these two essential points the proposals which were submitted to it, 
and of which it must have understood the scope and i!Jlportance, the German Government 
has rejected the whole programme outlined in the memorandum of January rst. 

In these circumstances the French Government cannot see the use of the extensive 
questionnaire annexed to the last German memorandum, or what chance of progress it can offer. 
The French Government cannot but feel the difficulty of a discussion limited to two Govern­
ments when various and complex questions which affect all the Powers assembled in conference 
are at issue. These problems can be brought to a useful conclusion only with the participation 
of all the interested States, and a Franco-German examination of these questions undertaken 
as a preliminary process would have no useful purpose unless agreement had already been 
reached between the two countries on precise principles which would no longer be called in 

· question. , 
Unfortunately, this is far from being so, as may be seen from facts which are only too 

clear. For instance, published documents show that the German army as regards organisation 
(high command, staffs, schools, reserve cadres, mobilisation), as regards effectives (peace 
establishment and trained reserves);· and as regards material, already possesses resources 
incompatible with the proVisions of the treaties, which must be taken as the basis of subsequent 
comparisons. Before considering the future, and in order to throw light upon it, we must 
consider the present. 

.• * * 
Nevertheless, and subject to this ;necessary precaution, the French Government accepts the 

· opportunity offered to _dispel among so many difficulties two fundamental misunderstandings. 
' . First of all, the French Government considers it of particular importance that effective 

control shall come into operation immediately the Convention is in force because of the 
necessity for perfecting, with the least possible delay, a mechanism which is to be an essential 
element of this Convention. In such a preoccupation, there is nothing prejudicial to the dignity 
of the German Government, whose rights no country ca~;~ fail to appreciate. There are forms 
of control which might prove more dangerous than useful. Only an international organisation 
furnished_ with substantial means of investigation and action could provide the guarantees 
necessary for the maintenance of peace. 

Further, the German Government appears to cast doubt upon the intention of the French 
Government to consider a limitation of its oversea effectives. Nothing could be less true. 
Nor is there any question of excluding from limitation the oversea forces, whose mobile 
character necessarily means that they are at all times ready, in home territory, to be sent in 
a minimum of time to any point in the colonial Empire at which their p~;esence is thought 
expedient. Contrary to what the German Government appears to suppose, the French 
Government does not entertain the idea of compensating at any time it chooses for the reduction 
of its home forces laid down in the Convention by calling upon its oversea troops, since the 
Convention would strictly limit the number of effectives capable of being kept at home in 
peace-time. . · 

These particular questions, important though they may be, cannot obscure the essential 
problem. They leave untouched the basic reasons for the divergence of views which has been 
revealed in the matter of effectives and which can be summarised as follows : 

_ In claiming the figure of 30o,ooo men for a German army, transformed into a short­
service unit, ;the German Government means that this figure should be fixed without taking 
into account either the militarised police or the para-military S.A. and S.S. formations. At 
the most they admit that, once the Convention has come into force, the control organisations 
may verify that the S.A. and S.S. formations have in fact no military character. 

The French Government, on the other hand, has always held that the figures of liniitation 
' . should embrace in their entirety forces of a military character, and they have taken it as 

settled that the S.A. and S.S. formations are of this type. The memorandum of January rst 
contained in this connection detailed statements supported by precise facts. Since its refutation 
[of these statements] consists in a general declaration, the French Government is impelled to 
maintain in their entirety its previous statements. It cannot give its signature to a convention 
which would merely leave to the future the task of deciding whether the S.A. and S.S. forma­
tions have or have not a military value to be included in the calculations for the fixing of 
the relation between forces. A convention established on this principle would in effect be 
vitiated at the very base, and.the first application of control, whatever its form, would produce 
the most dangerous misunderstandings. It is not a result of this kind which should be expected 
from an agreement reached after such long discussions, of which the conclusions should be 
accompanied by a relaxation in the political atmosphere of Europe. 

The French Government ardently desires to collaborate with a sound comprehension of 
European feeling in this necessary improvement. It believes that a complete and sincere · 
understanding with Germany, would be the condition and the guarantee of such improvement. 
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On the other hand, nothing could be more da!lgerous than ~ mi~un?er~tanding. It is fo~ the 
German Government to dissipate or prevent. 1t by explanations wh~ch 1t may be sure wdl be 
e:"l:amined justly and without prejudice. · · . . , . : . . · 

It is therefore the duty of the French Go':ern~ent to mamtam the pomt of ':lew for whtch 
the reasons have been given. These reasons JUShfy the programme la1d down m the memo­
randum of January rst. The French Government considers, without wishing to throw doubt 
upon the reciprocity and sincerity of the intentions of the ~erman Government, that a p:ocess 
of negotiations loses nothing by a recognition, a companson, and even by a contrastmg of 
the differences which stand in the way of final agreement. · ' 

Conf. D.JC.L.I2. 

5. LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 19TH, 1934, SENT BY THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE CONFERENCE TO MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL COMMISSION IN REGARD · . . . 

TO THE DATE OF MEETING OF THE BUREAU. 

Referring to my letter of January" 26th, document Conf. D.JC.L.II, I have the honour to 
inform you that the officers of the Bureau, composed of the Vice-Chairman:, the Rapporteur, 
the Secretary-General, and myseH, held a meeting in London on February 13th, in order to 
consider the date on which the Bureau should be summoned. · 

You will recall that by letters sent to the Governments of the United Kingdom, France 
and Italy on January 27th, I invited those Governments to inform me of the situation resulting 
from .their. negotiations. · · · · . . · 

The replies of the three Governments and the annexes attached thereto were closely 
considered. While welcomilig the information that progress had been made, my colleagues 
and I thought that this progress was not sufficient to warrant an early meeting of the Bureau. 
We were unanimously of the opinion that a further effort should be made to secure a· 
Disarmament Convention, and, after full consideration of all the circumstances, we felt that 
opportunities should be afforded for further efforts to narrow existing divergencies.· We agreed 
that it would be unwise to take any decision which might be prejudicial to the new phase of-_; 
the negotiations, which includes the visit of Mr. Eden to several of the European capitals. 

We have therefore decided that, to allow time for the further effo!ts contemplated, and 
for any other steps which might arise out of them, the best course would be for the Bureau 
to meet on April roth, with the understanding that, if the situation changes considerably, or . 
if so requested by one or more of the Powers cgncerned m the negotiations, the President may 
summon the Bureau at an earlier date. , · 

In either of these eventualities the officers have given me authority to convoke the Bureau. 

(Signed) Arthur HE~DERSON. · 

· 6. AIDE-MEMOIRE COMMUNICATED ON FEBRUARY I9TH, 1934, BY THE UNITED 
STATES SECRETARY OF STATE TO THE UNITED KINGDOM AMBASSADOR AT 

WASHINGTON. 

Sir, 
Geneva, March 3rd, I934· 

By direction of the Secretary of State, I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy 
of an aide-memoire which he handed to Sir Ronald Lindsay on February 19th, 1934, for your 
information and, if you should so desire, for inclusion in the compilation of documents . 
regarding disarmament matters, which I understand you are about to publish. . · 

I may add that my Government made this aide-memoire public yesterday afternoon. 

(Signed) Hugh R. WILSON. 

TEXT OF AIDE-MEMOIRE HANDED TO SIR RONALD LINDSAY BY SECRETARY OF STATE HULL 
AT WASHINGTON ON FEBRUARY I9TH, 1934. 

. The American Government has given ·careful study to the British memorandum on 
dJ;>armam~nt, dated January 29th. In many ways, the British suggestions are identical 
w~th the 1deas expressed ~y the American delegation since the opening of the General 
Disarma~ent Conference m 1932. In other respects, they do not go so far in measures of 
actual disarmament as had been contemplated. The American Government has held the view 
that the most. logical way in which to limit and reduce armaments was to limit and reduce 
the u~ to wh1ch such armaments could be put. This in turn implied a strengthening of the 
de!enstve power of a Stat~ and a correspondingreduction of its offensive power. To accomplish 
thiS, ~here were thr~ ma~n methods. The first, to abolish weapons of primary use in invasion, 
sw:h as heavy mobile artillery, heavy tanks, bombardment aviation etc Second continuous 
and automat1c inspection. 'Third, and in connection with the General Disa;mament 'con:ventioij, 

' 
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a universal pact' of n~n-aggression in. ~hich an undertaking would be given that the armed . 
forces of n<? State should.!~vade the territory of another country _in violation of treaty rights. 

. In notmg that the Bnhsh proposals do not go so far, the Amencan Government appreciates 
that they were probably drafted with a view to meeting the complexities of the present 

· political situ(ltion, in Europe and, at the same time, to: achieve a large modicum of. real 
· disarmament While the American Government is not in any way a participant in the European 
· F?!!tical problem~ a~d the~efore does _not take p_art in diplomatic discussions relating thereto, 
1t. 1s nevertheless v1tally mterested m the mamtenance of European peace and therefore 
welcomes the effort of the British Government to bring about agreement. This Government 
is in complete 'accord with the British Government in viewing a Convention involving an actual 
reduction in armaments, not only as essential in itself, but as facilitating a general political 
appeasement. While reserving its position on a few technical. points and of course on the 
modifications to Part I, which, as Mr, Davis indicated on May 24th, 1933, it could not sign, 
the American Government is therefore in sympathy with the principles of the British· 
sugg~stions .and hopes that a successful resumption of the General Disarmament discussions 
may thereby ·be brought about.· · · 

' 
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The President. of the Conference has the honour to communicate to the members of the 
General Co~mission the. undermentioned documents, which complete document Conf.D.r66, 
dated Feoruary 27th, 1934 : · · . · · 

, I. Memorandum ,communicated by . the German Government to the French 
Ambassador .in 'BerliJ:!. on March 13th, 1934 ; 1 ·. 

2. Reply of the French Government, dated March 17th, 1934, to the Memorandum 
on disarrilamen~ communicated on January 29th, 1934 by His Majesty's Government in 
the United Kingdom, transmitt.ed to the President of the Conference by the French 
Ambassador in London. · 

· · MEMORANDUM COMMUNICATED BY THE · GERMAN GOVERNMENT TO THE 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR IN BERLIN ON MARCH 13TH, 1934. 

From th.e Memorandum handed to it, on February 14th, by the .French Ambassador, 
the German Government ·had at the time concluded that the French Government's views 

. on the disarmament problem still differed on essential points from those of Germany, but that 
the French Government still desired, as did the German Government, the early conclusion 
of a disarmament c·onvention, and, notwithstanding the divergent views revealed, wished to 
. ' ; ' 

>This document was published in the international Press on March 19th,_ 1934· 
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continue the exchange of views with the German Gover!lme~t. The latter ~eyerthele_ss refrai~ed 
from replying immediately to the Mem~r~ndum, m vie~ of the. sen~s · of. Infor~ah':e 
conversations which, in a manner ·deservmg of our~ grahtude, His Bntann~c MaJesty s 
Government had undertaken in order to· ascertain the exact standpoi!lt of the 
several Governments, and because it seemed advis!J.ble to await the ·conclusiOn of those 
conversations. · . 

Now however the German Government does not wish to delay Its reply to the 
Memorandum of February 14th any longer. It has %ained the impr.ession that t~e observati?ns 
of the French Government were, on various points, mfluenced by nnsunderst~ndings ~oncerrung 
declarations previously made by the German Government. The latter feels It to ~e ~mportant, 
therefore, to clear up these misunderstandings, so that they should not preJUdice further 
discussion of the disarmament problem. · 

The following are the principal :points to be considered : 

I. The French Government regrets that, in its Memorandum of January Igth, the 
German Government did not make its position clear <;m th~ question of the scope of ~he non­
aggression pacts offered by Germany, and of the relatiOnship of these pacts to th~ Rhme :.:-act: 
of Locarno. As had already been explained to the French Ambassador on an earlier occas!On,­
the meaning and scope of these non"aggression pacts may be re~arded ·as. d_efined by the 
international practice of recent years. Furthermore, the German-Polish Declarahon of January 
26th, which has since been published and ratified, furnishes a clear example of Germany's 
willingness to go to the utmost possible limit in the undertaking not to resort to force in any 
circumstances. As for the Treaty of Locarno, the German Government has never thought of 
weakening it by other pacts of non-aggression, nor has it ever questioned the validity of this 
Treaty. It merely pointed out when this question was raised. by the French Government 
that, in any future form of international cO"operation, factors might arise wh!-ch would 
ultimately make an adaptation of the Treaty to this form either necessary or desrrable. In . 
the Gennan Government's view, it would only be a matter of legal technical modifications 
and not modifications of the political. content of the provisions of the Locarno Treaty. In this 
connection, the German Government would draw attention to the fact that, when the 
disarmament problem has been settled, the time will have come to discuss with the other 
Powers the question of Germany's future relations with the League of Nations. . 

2. The FrenCh Memorandum of February 14th ·states that the German proposals are 
based on an" erroneous assumption "---i.e., the assumption that really effective. disarmament 
is at present unattainable. In reply, the German Government would again emphasise that 
nothing could of course be more ·desirable in its eyes than the embodiment in the convention 
of as far-reachjng armament limitations as possible. In its Memorandum of Ja,nuary Igth, . 
the German Government merely felt it necessary to point out that the heavily armed States, 
in their decla£ations up to date, had not accepted any measures of disarmament sufficiently 
effective to modify the premises from which the German proposals start. In particular, the 
French Government has not, either in its Memorandum of January Ist,.otin that of February.· 
14th, made any disarmament proposals which could·be regarded as solving the problem of the 
future level of Germany's armaments on the basis of the Five-Power declaration of December 
nth, 1932. Furthermore, the theoretical valuation of the various disarmament measures 
offered by the individual heavily armed States would appear to be less important at the 
moment than a,greement in a convention on the practical conclusions to be drawn from the 
given situation. ' 

3· On the question of supervision, the French Government's criticisms of the statements 
contained in the German Memorandum of January 19th also would seem to be based mainly 
on a misunderstanding. The only condition laid down by the German Government for the 
introduction of international supervision was the perfectly natural one that, in practice, such' 
supervision should be applied absolutely eq-ually to all countries~ As soon as agreement has 
been reached on the material provisions of the convention---i.e., on the future level of 
armaments of the individual countries laid down, by treaty-the question of the application 
of supervision would settle itself. There would only remain the technical details of supervision. 
to be settled, which should cause no difficulties, and the discussion of which would, therefore, 
be better postp?ned to a more favourable sta,ge of the negotiations. For the time being, it 
should be sufficrent to note that the German Government fully agrees that supervision should 
be made as effective as possible and should come into operation simultaneously with the 
entry into force of the convention. . · 

. . 
4· In connection with supervision, there is another question to which the French 

Goverl?-ment, ~ordin~ to the .statements in its Memorandum of February 14th, would" seem 
to d~e _to g1v~ spec~l prommence-namely, that of the view to be taken of the political 
&gamsabo!ls ex1sbng m German_y .. !he German Government holds that no military character 
can be attnbuted to these orgamsahons ; the French Government considers that it must take 
an<Aher view. This is a difference of opinion on a matter of fact. What better and more natural 
way ~~~ th~e be of se.ttling this difference of opinion than to apply to s-uch political 
&gamsatwns m all countnes the contemplated supervisory procedure which has been explicitly , 
a.r..ceptJ..A by t~e German. <:>overnmen_t ? The Fre!lch Government objects that this would· 
mean prr.;tponmg the deCL'llOn on an Important pomt until after the convention comes into 
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force, ·~~d that serious mi~und~rst.:ndings are bound to arise on the first application of the 
supervisio!i procedure. Th~s obJection falls· to the ground because (if for no other reason) 
the question as to what IS to· be understood by the military character of organisations 
outside _the. arl!ly must, in the German Government's opinion, be cleared up before the 
conventiOn Is. signed. The German Government would unreservedly ag'ree to the inclusion 
in a convention of concrete prohibitions applicable to all countries laying down that organi­
sations- ~utside the army must not be given any military weapons or military training 
and, furthermore, must not have any organised relationship to the military forces. In 
addition, the French Government may rest assured that Germany, for her part, will never 
expose herself to the risk of bringing upon herself the justified reproach of having broken. the 
convention once it has come into force. It is understood-and the French Government will 
hardly dispute it-that the German Government would fully guarantee the execution of 
its undertakings under the convention, and would not sign any convention the loyal 
fulfilment of which it did not feel itself able to ensure. 

Assuming the above-mentioned misunderstandings · and the statements connected 
therewith in the Memorandum of February I4th to have been cleared away, there still remain 
differences of opinion b~tween the German and French Governments on two essential points 
already referred to in the last part of the German Memorandum of January rgth-the questiou. 
of certain details regarding· the computation of effectives, and the question of the date on 
which the future German army is to be equipped with defensive armaments. On the question 
of effectives, the German Government believes it·can infer from the last French Memorandum 
that the French Government is prepared to include the oversea troops stationed in France 
in the comparative computation of effectives of both countries, and also to accept a maximum 
figure to be determined in the convention for all oversea troops. Desirable though this further 

. definitionof the French standpoint may be, it nevertheless leaves out of account the fact that, 
in a, fair comparison of effectives, those oversea troops must also be reckoned which, though 
not actually stationed in the home country, are so stationed that they can at any moment 
be transported ·without difficulty to the home country for military employment there. 
Moreover, in such computation, trained reserves cannot be left out of account. As regards the 
date on which the future German army is to be equipped with the necessary defensive weapons, 
the 'French Government, in its Memorandum of February r4th, gives no reason which would 
justify this date being postponed for several years more, thereby prolonging the discrimination 
against Germany and depriving the German army of its full military usefulness during the 

· period required for the tra:psformation of the Reichswehr into a short-service army. The 
German Government does not think it necessary once more to give its reasons for its point of 
view in this decisive question. · · 

The German and French Governments, moreover, are now confronted with the fact 
that the Italian and United Kingdom Governments came forward, several weeks ago, with 

· theirjmportant proposals for the framing of a Disarmament Convention. To a large extent 
the proposals of both ~hese Governments tend in the same direction and should have helped 
considerably to clear up the situation. They have consequently been welcomed by the German 
Government. Certainly there remain important points still to be discussed. The German 
Government, how€)ver, thinks that it can already say that these proposals are susceptible 
of facilitating and hastening agreement between itself· and the French Government. The 
discussions have now progressed far enough for two possible ways of reaching a solution to 
take shape. The choice lies between (r) a short-term convention, possibly for five years, 
confined to the limitation at their present level of the armaments of the heavily-armed Powers, 
and (2) the inclusion in the convention of certain measures for the reduction of the armaments 
of these Powers, this convention being given, in return, a longer period of validity. In either 
case, however, the armaments level laid down by treaty for Germany would have to be 
essentially the same, since, everi under a settlement of the second kind, it is impossible-as has 
already been pointed out-to count on disarmament measures that would contribute materially 
towards the realisation of Germany's equality of rights. That a level of armaments for Germany · 
such as that laid down by the Versailles Treaty can no longer in any circumstances be considered 
is a fact long recognised on all sides. This fact is the point of departure, not only of the recent 
proposals of the United Kingdom Government and the Italian Government, but als~ of all 
proposals laid before the Conference for the Reduction·. imd Limitation of Armaments for 
discussion since the French Plan of November I4th, I932. The German Government itself, 
in the most recent proposals it has made regarding the German armaments regime during the 
period of the first Disarmament Convention, has imposed upon itself such far-reaching 

. limitations that they constitute the minimum of what is requiredJo prepare the way for security 
and the possibility of defending the country during that period. It has from the outset 
renounced all offensive armaments, and has always declared that it would accept any limitation 
of armaments, however far-reaching, provided such limitation was also accepted by the other 
Powers. The German Government thinks, moreover, that all the conditions essential to an 
understanding are there, and is of opinion that all that is now needed is the resolution to reach 
that understanding. 
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REPLY OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, DATED MARCH I7TH, I934. .TO THE 
MEMORANDUM ON DISARMAMENT COMMUNICATED ON JANUARY 29th, I934, 

BY IUS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. TO· THE 
GOVERNMENTS REPRESENTED AT THE CONFERENCE FOR THE 

REDUCTION AND LIMITATION OF ARMAMENTS. 

After deliberating with the care and attention which the difficulties of the disarmament. 
problem and the seriousness of the international situation render ~mperative, ~h.e Government 
of the Republic submit~ to the British Government the observations and deciSions suggeste~ 
to it by the Memorandum of January 29th, as supplemented by the results of Mr. Edens 
valuable tour of enquiry. · ·. · , . · · . . . . · · . 

It notes, in the first place, that both Governments and both countnes, whose fnendship 
and mutual confidence are the principal guarantee of gene~~ stability, :ue ag:reed upon the 
object to be achieved. Actuated by the same European ~pmt, they desrre, wtth equal good · 
faith, to guarantee the peace of the world against distur~~nce ~y force: _Though t~e syst~ms 
proposed may be found to differ, they have a common starbng-pomt, and 1t 1s far from tmposstble 
that, with frankness, understanding and conciliation OI). both sides, the desire_d end may_ be 
achieved. France is willing to make the attempt. Of her own accord, and,wtth methodical· 
persistence, she has given her military organisation an essentially defensive character, in which 
reserves can play no immediate part; from rg2o to I932, by unilateral action; she reduced · 
the period of military service by 66 per cent, the numbe.r of her divisions by 50 per cent, and · 
her effectives by 25 per cent, while, from June I932 to June I933, she decreased her national 
defence appropriations by two milliards and a half. Having thus contributed by acts to the 
work of disarmament, she will re.fuse ·no concession, provided that the security-that is to 
say, the right' to peace-of all the signatories is assured, both by their own r~sources and by 
that effective assistance the principle of which was affirmed in the treaties. · 

The British Memorandum lays it down that " a reconciliation of the points of view of 
France and Germany is the essential condition of general agreement". Such, too, is the 
opinion of the French Government. It merely considers and wishes to repeat that the desired. 
reconciliation would be the worst of all solutions if founded oil ambiguity. For that reason, · 
it took up the clearest poSsible position in its i:eplies of January rst and February r4th to the·· 
conversation? initiated by the Reich. These two notes defined positions and laid down limits 
on which three Governments had.reached agreement at Geneva on October r4th, I933· ·The. 
French Government's attitude has not changed. It would have difficulty in bringing itself to 
agree that Germany's witb,drawal from the League of Nations, which has seriously disturbed 
the activities, of the Geneva assembly should invest Germany with new rights and impose 
on France further sacrifices from which the defence of .her territory might easily suffer. 

* * * 
Th'e French Government recognises the sincere effort which, in the interests of conciliation, 

the British Government has made to ascertain the ba.Ses of an acceptable compromise. But the 
mutu~ accommodation which such a compromise entails calls for a preliminary remark to 
define 1ts character. · · . · · · · · 

The Government of the Republic has never ceased to view the question of disarmament 
in the light of the principles laid down in Article VIII of the Covenant anc;l. the Preamble to 
Part V of the Treaties of· Peace. It has always contemplated a supervised reduction 
of a:mame~ts _carried out progressively to a level permitting of the acqievement of " equality 
of nghts wtthin a system of security". · . . 

. Though t_his system ha~ been accepted by Germany in principle, it has come into conflict 
ynth the contmuous execution of the programme which she has for many years been carrying 
mto effect in order to raise her armaments to a level very much higher than that authorised 
under the treaties. . . · · .. . . . . · . .. . 

In its anxiety to reconcile the principles respected by France with the attitude taken up 
by Germany, the United Kingdom Government has combined the immediate reductions in 
armaments imposed upon one category of Powers with immediate increase in the armaments 
allowed to another category. . . . . · 

To a plan of disarmament based upon such a principle, it is impossible to avoid taking · 
the most serious objection. However keenly France may desire to sign an equitable convention, 
she can ~either understand nor admit that exaggeration of the claims to rearmament put 
forward m _one quarter should be regarded as an argument for calling upon other Powers to 
reduce therr armaments in a manner prejudicial to their security.. The United Kingdom 
0'ver~ment, moreover, h~ itself perceived the injustice and disadvantages of such a method, 
smce, m the matter of arr armaments, the Memorandum of January 29th provisionally 
rnain~ns th~ prov~ions of the ~reati.es of pe!lce which prohibit the disarmed Powers from. 
possessmg military arr forces. Thts pomt of View has the French Government's unqualified 
support. . · · 

On _the o~her hand, the French Government feels bound to enter the most explicit · 
reservations wtth regard to the German Governll?ent's claim to raise its regular army without 
delay ~o a stren~h c:jf 300,000 men (tog~~her wtth the necessary material) and without any 
prehmmary enqmry mto the present po?Ibon of that army. Such claims completely alter the 
U::rms of the armaments. problem as. laid down by those \\;'ho framed the treaties of. peace. 
Acceptance of these claims would, m effect, mean the disavowal and destruction of the 
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principles of the Covenant of the League of Nations and of the Conference for the Reduction 
and Limitation of Armaments which is their outcome. It is only the General Commission 
with the participation of all the States concerned, which would be competent to decide whethe; 
those principles; by which its activities have hitherto been guided, are now to be abandoned. 
It will escape no one that the effects of such a decision would inevitably extend to the naval 
sphere, even though, for reasons of expediency and in spite of the unquestionable inter­
dependence of the various classes of armaments, it were to apperu:: preferable to postpone the 
fixing of new naval limits until a conference is summoned. 

In the meantime the French Government begs to draw the attention of the United King­
dom Government to a general observation which, in its opinion, is of genuine importance .. 
If they were to be released from the legal obligations to which they have set their signature, the 

, Powers would allow their action to be exclusively determined by their immediate interests. 
Having learned the lessons of the past, the Governments would be anxious, before committing 
themselves, to acquire the certainty that the new convention would not at some future date 
suffer the same fate as the military clauses of the treaties of peace. In a word, they would 
refuse to fall victims to their own good faith. · 

More especially the experience of recent years has taught the French Government, whose 
sacrifices have extended 'to all spheres, that each new concession has led to a new claim or 
a new violation of the treaties. No one could be better aware that the conditions in which 
certain countries are at present developing their armaments raise problems of unusual 
difficulty ; it has the keenest appreciation of the efforts made by the British Government 
with regard to the paramilitary formations, to which objection was taken in the French 
Memoranda of January rst and February r4th. The German· Government now acknowledges 
the necessity for defining the activities which these formations shall be prohibited from pursuing 
in order that they may be detached from the military organisation, to whose structure and 
regulations they at present conform, and confipe themselves to the political sphere. . 

· Even so, it will still remain necessary to determine certain important points relating to 
pre-military formations, methods of supervision, transitional measures, the limitation of 
expenditure ana, more especially, to the manufacture of war material in respect of which the 
French delegation submitted amendments to the British plan several months ago. 

* * * Great as is the practical importance of these questions, they are all dominated-and that 
·in the highest degree-by the essential problem of guarantees of execution. As the United 
Kingdom Government specifically observes, agreement is not likely to be reached except 
" on a broad basis which combines regulation of armaments with assurances in the political · 
field". 
- This statement lays down the very principle on which the French Government had based 
one df the conditions of application of the Treaty of Versailles and which, since then, it has 
constantly reaffirmed at international conferences. Such a principle is of value only in so far 
as means exist to give effective force to it. The Powers which may agree to limitations of 
armaments have the right to know, and it is their duty to compute, the consequences of 
their concessions. When the vital interests of States are involved, general affirmations cannot 
suffice, however sincere may be the persons by whom they are made. It is not sufficient even 
that the convention should permit of strict supervision in the matter of execution, for super­
vision constitutes not so much a guarantee as a means of putting guarantees into operation. 
What would supervision signify in practice if, in the presence of infractions that it had brought 
to light, the State menaced by those breaches. of faith had no other resource than to free 
itself in turn from its own obligations ? When an undertaking has been entered into towards 
the international community, its violation must be regarded as a threat to the community 
itself. . 

Such is the spirit in which, anxious alike .for European solidarity and for its own defence, 
the French Government has examined the proposals in regard to consultation set forth in 
the United Kingdom Memorandum. Those proposals constitute a step forward which it would 
be wrong to neglect. But is an undertaking to consult in the event of violation of the Convention 
calculated to ensure the correction of the breach thus established ? In the French Government's' 
view, it is. not so calculated. Clearly, something more is necessary. The French delegation, 
which has never. been content with mere negations, has informed the President of the 
Conference that agreement between the signatories must exist, from the very beginning, _ 

- on certain essential points. · . 
Thus, the signatories must recognise, in particular, the imperative duty which devolves 

. upon them, while adapting the extent of the sanctions to the gravity of the breach revealed 
by supervision, of correcting that breach without delay by every means of pressure that may 
be held to be indispensable. . . 

Similarly, it must be admitted that, should the violations established endanger the secunty 
of another State, the joint action of the Powers must be employed in order to re-establish, for 

·. ,· the benefit of the menaced State, the equilibrium that has thus been disturbed. . 
That solidarity should come into play a fortiori in the event of the breach degeneratmg 

into an aggression. . · 
The French Government can neither forget' nor ignore the promise of assistance which the 

United Kingdom Government entered into under the Rhineland Pact, and it appreciates the 
value of that promise. France still has confidence in the guarantees embodied in the Locarno 
Agreement ; but the proposed Convention is on so wide an international basis that the French 
Government cannot disregard the anxiety of other Powers which also have legitima~e 
preoccupations in regard to security. No mere inte_ntion, however clearly affirmed it may be m 
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principle, is sufficient to guarantee them against all risk of aggression. In the ~st place~ 
aggression must be explicitly prohibited. Then, if it does o~cur, it ~ust be_ effectively dealt 
with by the means which the Covenant of the League of Nations has_ 1tself la1d down. 

* * * 
In the last resort, one must always come back to the' League of Nations and to 

the Covenant on which the League is based. Whatever may have been said against the League, 
whatever attacks may have been made on it, the League is still the only organisation capable 
ofjumishing a collective guarantee of peace. The Gpvernment of the Republic is still faithfully . 
attached to that organisation. Accordingly, it was gratified to find that the United Kingdom 
Government made the return of .Germany to the League of Nations an " essential condition " 
for the signature of an armaments convention. Germany can offer no better guarantee to 
world equilibrium than her return, free from all constraint, to the community of States to 
which she was admitted. Such a retilrn would relax tension and thus permit of preparing 
and promoting agreements, of which France, whole-heartedly devoted to the cause of peace, 
once more affirms the utility. In order that a convention may be concluded, she· will object 
to no control, however strict, that might be established on reciprocal bases. She has nothing 
to conceal. ' 

The French Government has felt that only a frank reply, rejecting impossible solutions, 
would be worthy of the initiative taken by the United Kingdom Government. It cannot 
agree to any plan that would accentuate the disarmament of France by granting to Germany, 
on the other-hand, legal authorisation, immediate and difficult of limitation, for rearmament 
which has already been effected in violation of the treaties. Such a solution would be at 
variance with the more rational and more prudent pinciples by which, for the past two years, 
the Disarmament Conference has been guided; Those principles offer the means whereby all 
the States, acting jointly, may find a solution which shall reconcile recognised equality with 
the no less inalienable rights of security. 

Official No.: Conf. D. 167. 

Geneva,_ November 20th, I934· 

DRAFT ARTICLES FOR THE REGULATION AND CONTROL OF 
THE MANUFACTURE OF AND TRADE' IN ARMS AND. THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A PERMANENT DISARMAMENT 
COMMISSION 

PROPOSAL SUBMITTED. 
BY THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

CHAPTER I . 
. ' 

Article l· 

For the purposes of the present Convention, five categories of arms and implements. of war 
are established as· follows: . . 

Category I. 

~. ammunition and implements of war exclusively designed and intended for land, sea 
or aerial warfare. · 

(a) Arms, ammunition and implements exclusively designed and intended for land, sea: 
or aerial warfare, excepting such arms, ammunition and implements as are covered in other 
categories, even though included in the above definitions. 

Such arms, ammunition and implements are classified as follows:.' .. 

(I) Rifles and carbines; 
(2) Machine-guns, automatic rifles and machine pistols of all calibres· 
(3) Guns, howitzers and mortars of all calibres; , · ' 
(4) Mounts, accessories, devices or appliances for use with the above arms· 
(5) Ammunition and projectiles for the arms enum~rated under Nos. I, 2 and 3 above; 
(6) Grei!af1es, bombs, torpedoes, depth charges, mmes, and apparatus for their use or 

d~harge; · 
(7) Tanks and military armoured cars. 
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(b) Component parts, completely finished, or fully processed, of the articles covered by 
(a) above, if capable of being utilised only as spare parts or in the assembly or repair of said 

·articles. · · · 

Category II. -Naval Armaments. 

(I) Vessels of war of all kinds, includirig aircraft-carriers and submarines and their arms,. 
ammunition and implements· of war mounted on board and forming a part of their normal 
armament. 

Category III. - Aerial Armaments, 

(a) (I) Types of aircraft, both heavier than air and lighter than air, which are designed, 
adapted ·or intended for military or naval reconnaissance or for aerial combat by the use of 
machine-guns or of artillery or. by carrying or dropping bombs or fitted with defensive armour. 

(2). Bomb sights and mounts, bomb racks and bomb-release mechanism, aircraft guns and 
mounts and appliances for their use. 
. (3) ·Aircraft engines: to be subjected to the provisions of this Convention relating to the 
traffic in arms but not to those provisions relating to their manufacture. 
' (4) Processed parts of the types of aircraft, appliances and equipment listed in (I), (2} 
and (3) if capable of being utilised only in their assembly or repair or as spare parts thereof. 

Category IV. 

Arms and ammunition capable of being used for both military and non-military purposes. 

. (a) (I) Arms and ammunition originally designed and intend~d for land, sea or aerial 
warfare, which are no longer standard nor comprised in the armament of the State from which 
exportation is contemplated, nor of the State by which importation is contemplated, or which 
are capable of military as well as other use; · 

(2) · Other rifled fire-arms which will fire ammunition that can be fired from the fire-arms 
listed in Category I. 
· (b)· Component parts, completely finished, or fully processed, of the articles covered by 

(a) above if capable of being utilised only as spare parts or in the assembly or repair of the said 
articles. 

Category V. 

Arms and ammunition designed and intended for non-military use and which only incidentally 
and exceptionally can be used for military purposes. . 

(I} Shot-guns of all types and ammunition therefor; 
(2) Revolvers and automatic pistois designed for single-handed use and ammunition 

therefor;. . 
(3) Sporting rifles and ammunition therefor. 

CHAPTER II. - PROVISIONS FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF ARMS AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR. 

Article z. 

·The manufacture of and the trade in arms and implements of war being matters of interest 
to public international order, the High Contracting Parties assume entire responsibility for the 
·control of these matters in the territories under their respective jurisdictions. 

Article 3· 

The High Contracting Parties undertake to enact the necessary legal provisions to ensure 
in the strictest manner the inspection and supervision of the manufacture of and the trade in 
arms and implements of war. 

. The High Contracting Parties shall inform the Commission of the provisions of the national 
control enacted and exercised over the manufacture of and trade in arms and implements of 
war within the territories under their respective jurisdiction as provided for in this article. 

Article 4· 

The High Contracting Parties undertake to conform to the measures of permanent and 
automatic super\rision as set forth in Chapter IV, the object of which is to verify that manufactures, 
exports and imports of arms and implements of war accord with the provisions of this Convention. 
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· A rticl,e 5· _ 
. ._ . . : . . ~- '.. . . ~ . . . ·. . . - ·._. ', ' 

Th~ High Contracting Parties undertake not to permit; in the teiritories subjeCt to their . 
respective jurisdictions, the manufacture of anns and implements o_f war . ~s set forth in 
Categories I, II and III of Article I unless the manufacturers have obtamed a licence t~ manu-
facture issued by the Government: · 

Article 6. 

The licence to manufacture will be valid for a period not exceedil!g five years and will be 
renewable by decision of ~e Government for further periods. It will give, in particular: 

I . . 

. (I) The name and address of the manufacturer, or the name and head office and principal 
·works of the firm; , · - . · . 

· (2) A descriJ?tion o_f the implements of war· (ca~ego;ies of a~s, anns, or component 
parts, as specified m Article I) the manufacture of which IS authonsed. · . 

The licence will state further that all orders received by the manufacturer are . to be 
. coinmunicated iinmediately to the Government w~ch h!ls granted the l~?ence. 

I 

Article 7· 

The High Contracting Parties, in so far as it pertains to their respective jurisdictions, will 
forward, among other information, to the Permanent Disannament Commission: . _ 

(a) Within three months from- the entry into force of the Convention, ·a list of State 
establishments with a description of the implements of war (categories of anns, anns, 
component parts) which each is capable of manufacturing, and, as they occur, any changes 
made in the list or description; ' ' ' 

(b) Copies of all licences to manufacture granted or renewed, within thirty days following 
the grant or renewal of the licence; · . _ 

(c) A list of orders, from whatever source received, within thirty- days following the 
receipt of these orders by the establishments holdinglicences and by the State establishments; 

(d) A statement of all manufactures effected during the calendar year, within three 
months following the ?ose of this year. · · 

CHAPTER III . ....:.. PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE TRADE IN ARMs AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR. 

Article 8. 

The High Contracting Parties undertake not to permit in the territories under their jurisdiction 
the export of articles appearing in Categories I to V, inclusive, of Article ,I, or the import of articles 
in Categories I to III, inclusive, of Article I, without an e;ocport or import licence issued by, the 
Government. - - - · . -

The export licence shall,contain: · 

(a) A description of the implements of war (categories of anns, anns, component parts) 
theshipmentofwhichjsauthorised,,theirnumbe_rorweight; -. :· _ _ __ - · ., .. 

- (b) The name and address of the exporter with reference to the authority .to manufacture; 
(c) The name and' address of the importing consignee; · 
(d) For consignments embraced in Categories I, II and III, the name of the Government 

which has authorised the import and reference to the licence to import issued by the 
Government. · 

The import licence for impiements of war embraced in Categories I, II and III shall contain: 

(a) A description of the implements of war (categories of· arms, 
parts) the shipment of which is authorised, their number or weight; . 

(b) The name and address of the exporter;. ' 

anns, 'component 

(c) The name and address of the importing consignee. ,, 

Article 9· 

n,e High Contract!ng Part~es, in so far as it pertains to their respective jurisdictions, will 
~rJTWard, among o_ther mformat10n, to the Perm~nent Disarmament Commission copies of all 
Impr-?'t or export hcences before th~ date of entry mto or despatch 'from the territory of the arms 
aw:limplements of v:ar referred tom the sai~ li?'nces and a further statement of all .imports and 
exports efft:cted dunng the calendar year, w1thin three months following the close of that year. 
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Article IO. 
' 

. .·, 
' ·.. Tl).e High Contracting Parties nnderbtke 'not to exp.ort or to· permit, in the ·territories ·' 
. under their respective jurisdictions, the export of articles covered by CategorieS I, II and· III 
except in accordance with the following conditions. . , · · 

· The export shall be for direct supply to the Government of the importing State, or, with the . 
. consent of such G()vernment, to a public authority subordinate to it .. 

. . ' 

Article II. 

Nevertheless, export for supply to private persons ma.'y be permitted in the following cases: 

{I) Articles covered by Category I, exported direct to a manufacturer of war material 
·for. use by him for the requirements of his industry, provided their import. has been duly 
authorised by the Government qf the importing country; 

' {z) Rifles and carbines and their ammunition exported for supply to rifle associations 
. formed for the encouragement of individual sport and duly authorised by their own- Govern­
. ment to lise them, provided their import is not contrary to any other provisions of the present 

. Convention; such arms and ammunition shall be sent direct to the Government of the importing 
country for transmission by such Government to the associations for which they are supplied; 
, ' (3) · Samples of articles covered by .Category I exported for demonstration purposes 

direct to a trade representative of the exporting manufacturer, provided such representative 
-. is duly authorised by -the Government of the importing country to receive them. -

Article IZ. 

. The High Contracting Parties undel:t:).ke not to export or permit the export in the territories 
under their jurisdiction of the artieles covered by Category IV of .Article I without the export 
licence referred to in Article 8, Chapter III, issued by th\! Government of the exporting country, 

.. and a consUlar· visa issued by ·a competent authority of the importing country. 

' . . ~ 
· Arttcle IJ. 

Tlle Hlgh Contracting Parties undertake not to export or permit the export in the territories ' 
under _their jurisdiction of the articles covered by Category V of Article I, without the export. 
licence referred to in Art~cle 8, Chapter III, issued by the Government of the exporting country. 

Article I4 . 

. Within. one month ~fter the date 0£ laying -down 'and the date -of completion r-espectively 
of each vess~l of 'war _laid down or completed for-the account of another Government, the High 
Contracting Parties shall communicate to the Permanent Di~armament Commission the. information 
detailed below:. · 

(a) The date of laying down the keel and the following particulars: 

Classification of the v'essel ·and for whom built; · 
Standard displacement in· tons and metric tons; 

·. Principal dimensions-n~ely, length of· water-line, extreme 
water-line; 

. · Mean dra.ft at standard displacement; 
. Calibre of the )argest gun; . , . ' 

beam at or below 

.(b) • The date of completion; together With the foregoing particulars relating to the 
vessel at that date. 

. . . 

Within six months of the close of each qumier, a return for that quarter shall be made to 
the· Permanent Commission, showing the particulars specified above in respect of every vessel . 
of war, not subject to limitation, laid down or completed within their territorial jurisdiction for 
account of the Government of another. State. · · · · 

. Article IS-

. The High ·Contracting Parties undertake not to apply a more favourable regime to imports 
of article~ referred to in Article I coming from. territories of non-contracting States than that 
which they will apply to. such imports coming from territories of' contracting States, and to 
subject these imports, of whatever origin, and exports to non-contracting States, t~ the same 
conditions of authorisation and, so far as possible, of publicity. 
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Article I6. 

The High Contracting Parties agree that the provisions of the present Convention in respect 
to eA]>Ort licences and import licences do not apply: . · . . ' 

(a) To arms· or ammunition or to. implements of war ~orwarded fr?m territory under 
the sovereignty, jurisdiction, protection or tutelage of a H1gh Contractmg Party, for use 
of the armed forces of such High Contracting Party wher~ver situated, nor · 

(b) To arms or ammunition carried by individual members of such forces or by oth~r 
persons in the service of a High Contracting Party and required by them by reason of their 
calling, nor , · 

(c) To rifles, carbines and the necessary ammunition therefor, carried by members of 
rifle clubs for the sole purpose of individual use in international competitions _in marksmanship. 

CHAPTER IV. -COMPOSITION, FUNCTIONS AND OPERATION OF ,THE PERMANENT 

DISARMAMENT COMMISSION. 

Article I7. 
. . 

There shall be set up at the seat of the League of Nations a Permanent Disarmament Com- . 
mission composed of representatives of the Governments of the High Contracting Parties. Each 
such Government shall appoint one member of the Commission. Each member may be accompanied 
by substitutes and e:,.:perts. _ . . - · 

The Governments of the High Contracting Parties will inform the Secretary-General' of the 
League of Nations of the names of their representatives, substitutes and experts on their nomi-
nation and on any changes being made. · 

Article· I8. 

The Commission may be assisted by experts chosen by itself,· not being experts appointed 
by the High Contracting Parties to accompany their representatives, it being understood, however, 
that these experts may not accompany either the in5pection or special investigati~n committees. 

Article· Ig. 

The Secretary-General of the League of Nations shall provide the Secretariat of the Com- f 
mission. · ' 

Article zo. 

It shall be the duty of the Permanent Disarmament Commission to. follow and report upori 
the execution of the present Convention and to this end it will, as hereinafter provided: 

(x) Examine the information furnished it under the provis~on~ of the present. Convention; 
(2) Establish an adequate system of publicity for the manufacture of and trade in 

arms· • 
(3) 
(4) 

; 

Establish a permanent and automatic system of investigation; 
Cause special investigations to be made. · 

Article ZI. 

The Commission shall receive, co-ordinate ~ carry out an examination of the information 
furnished by the High Contracting Parties in pursuance of their obligations under the present 
Convention. · · . · ·. 

Article zz. 
With the view to following the execution of the present Convention, the Commission shall . 

publish the reSults of its examination of the information received. . 

Article ZJ. 
The Conrmission shall publish within three months after the close of each quarter ~ return 

of the statistical data furnished under the provisions of Article 6 and 8 of the present Convention, 
duly co-ordinated and showing the situation as regards the orders for the manufacture of and 
the traffic in arms and implements of war. It shall likewise publish annually a duly co-ordinated 
table showing the production of arms and implements of war. , 

Article 24: 
Within the limits of the obligations assumed in the present Convention, the Commission 

. may_ request the High C;ontr~ing Parties to supply, in .writing or verbally, any supplementary 
partiCUlars or explanations In regard to the Information furnished under the provisions of 
Articles 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14 and 15 of the present Convention. . 

The Cmnmission may take. in~o account . any · ot~er information which may. reach it 
from a responsible source and whiCh 1t may consider pertment to the execution of the functions 
prescribed in Art~le ~ of the present ~nvent~on. . . 

In all ~ 1t will examme all mformatwn furniShed by any member of the Permanent 
DOO.rmament C<nnmission. · 

r 



Article zs. 
The Commission shall be" entitled to hear or consult any person who is in a position to throw 

any light on the 9-uestion which is being examined by the Commission. 

Article z6. 

Within the limits of the obligations assumed under the present Convention, the Commission 
shall be entitled annually, or more often if it so determines, to examine upon the territory of each 
of the High Contracting Parties the conditions of the national control exercised by the High 
Contracting Party over the manufacture of and trade in arms and implements of war, the 
operation of such control •. and the accuracy of the information furnished. 

To this end the Commission shall create committees, which will be entrusted with the duty 
of proceeding to the local inspections provided in this article. 

The Commission shall determine the composition of these committees, and shall issue 
instructions within the scope of the following rules: 

' 
· · . (a) The Commission shall determine the number of inspection committees and the regions 
to be assigned to them. · 

· The composition of the group of States under the jurisdiction of the same committee 
shall be determined in such. a way.as not to include any Powers not maintaining diplomatic 
relations with each other. . 

This composition may be modified at any time by the Commission. 
(b) Jhe Commission will appoint the members of the inspection committees. 
All States belonging to a regional group under the jurisdiction of a committee shall 

be represented thereon on a basis of absolute equality. Each committee will, in addition, 
include ·nationals of other States. · 

While the committee is proceeding to the local inspection in the territory of a State, the 
representatives of such State shall cease, temporarily and until the inspection is finished, 
to sit on the committee. 

. On the other hand, the State undergoing inspection shall name one or more assessors 
who shall accompany the committee during such inspection. These assessors shall be 
constantly at the disposal of the committee in order to facilitate the accomplishment of its 
task. The committee shall not refuse them the right to be present at its investigations. 

·(c) The chairmanship of the committees shall be assured by each of the members in 
turn. The rotation will be determined by drawing lots . 

. (d) · The committees will draw up the programme of each investigation in conformity 
. with the instructions given them by the Commission. 

(e) The committees' sole task shall be the establishment of facts. In particular, they 
shall not give orders or make observations to the local, civil or military authorities. When 
help is required from these authorities, it shall be requested through the intermediary of the 
assessors +epresenting the· State under inspection.- These assessors must be provided with 
written instructions giving them all necessary powers for this purpose. 

' 

Article 27. 

Any High Contracting Party shall be entitled to request the Commission to conduct in its 
territory such investigation as may be necessary in order to verify the execution of its obligations 
. under the present Convention. · . · 

On receipt of such a request, the Commission shall meet at once in ·order to give effect to it 
and to determine the scope of any such investigation and to lay down the conditions in which 
the investigation is to take place; it being understood that the Commission may decide not to 
hold such investigation if the High Contracting Party milking the request is satisfied with the 

, results of the Commission's deliberations. 

Article z8. 

If one of the High Contracting Parties is of opinion that the provisions of the present 
Convention have been infringed, such a party may address a complaint to the Commission.· 

. The Commission shall meet at once to consider the matter and will invite the High Contracting 
Party whose attitude towards the fulfilment of its obligations has produced the complaint to 
supply it with all the explanations which may be useful. 

Should the Commission determine that the complaint is of such a nature as to warrant a 
special investigation, its decision to conduct the investigation on the territory of the High 
Contracting Party in question must be taken by a two-thirds majority of all members of the 
Commission, whether present at the meeting or not. 
. The special investigations provided for in the present article shall be carried out by a special 

committee created for this purpose. These special investigating bodies shall include a majority 
of members from States of regional groups other than those including the States concerned. 

The State making the complaint and the State undergoing special investigation shall not be 
represented on the special committee by members, but shall name one or more assessors who shall 
accompany the committee during such inspections. 



Article 29. 

The results of any investigati~n decided upon in accordance with Articles 26, 27 and 28 
shall be embodied in each case in a special report by the Commission, which may contain recom-
mendations addressed to the High Contracting Parties: ' 

Article JO. 

(I) In the carrying out of investigat.ions con~uct~d by ~~e Permane~t Disarii_JAment ~om­
mission at its permanent seat, whenever mformahon m addition to that mformahon furmshed 
in pursuance of Articles 7, 9 and I4 is considered necessary or desirabl~; the Permanent ~isat;n~­
ment Commission may make requests ther~for to the Htgh Contractmg Party-from whtch 1~ ts 
desired. Such request shall ~ormally be made through the representatives of those Htgh 
Contracting Parties on the Permanent Disarmament Commission. The High Contracting Parties 
a,aree to meet such requests. and to furnish the information desired through the representativ!!S 
on the said Commission or otherwise, subject to the right to decline to furn.ish.the desired infor:mation 
upon certification that the ¥Uormation is within the scope of the exemptions hereinafter set forth 
in paragraph (4) of this article. - . . ··. · · . . . · · · · . . · · . 

(2) The Permanent Disarmament cOmmission, during investigations conducted . at its · 
permanent seat, is privileged to examine such witnesses as voluntarily appear · before. it. . 4 
full record shall be made of such exanlination. No national of any High Contracting Party 
may be so exanlined unless its representative of the Permanent Disarmament Commission shall 
have been duly notified in advance of the exanlination an4 given an opportunity to. be present· 

- thereat. · . 

(3) . In the carrying out of the investigations conc;l.ucted by the Permanent Disax;mament 
Commission or any cammittees thereof at any place other thah.its permanent seat, the investigation · 
shall be limited to the following procedures: · · · ' · · · 

(a) The examination under .oath .of responsible officials or employe~ of the High 
Contracting Party designated by it and. charged with the. details of the execution of this 
Convention. · · · · · · 

(b) The examination of pertinent documents under the jurisdi~tion or control of the 
offiCials indicated ~ (a) above. · · • 

(c) The examination mider oath of.nationals"other than Government officials" of the · 
High Contracting Party who are then within its territory.' .The High Contracting Parties . 
agree to make available by all means at their disposal any such na.tional whose presence 
is requested by the Permanent Disarmament. Coriunission or 'its committees. . ' . 

.. . I r • 

(d) The examination provided for in. (a), (b) and (c) above shall be made fully of record 
and conducted in the presence of designated representatives of the High Contracting Party 
under investigation. · 

- . . - . 

(4) In the carrying out of any investigation fi:~vided .for in this Co~vention,. information . · 
covering any and all of the following .matters . s be exempted from presentation to the 
Permanent Disarmament Commission or any.committee thereof: . · . . . .. · · 

(a) Technical details of design, physical and chemical composition of tnaterials, manu­
facturing processes and any niatter related to these things which constitute a trade or defence 
secret. ·· · · 

(b) Records, public andfor private, so far as they contain.'infomiation covernig p;o-· 
dnction cost, profit accounting, credit facilities, internal finance of the establishment, corre-'­
spondence with prospective customers apart from orders actually en.tered or agi-eedto, studies 
and plans for possible future expansion of manufacturing facilitif;S and of productive accounts 
and studies ~g si>le!y to sources of raw materials, of partially processed'components 
and of manufacturmg eqmpment. . · · · . · : · . • , 

(c) Stocks of raw materials. 

Article JI. 

~~ member of the Commission sha.l1;-~e entitled to _require that, in any. report by the 
~.account shall be taken of the oprmons or suggesttons put forward by him, if necessary 
m the form of a separate report .. 

· Article 32. · ' I 

All reports by the Co~on shall be immediately communicated to the High Colttra~ting 
Parties and to the, Council of. the League of Nations. · · · . · · . . , · · · . 

. '· 
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Article JJ. . 
The Commission shall furthermore receive and cause to be published the information which 

the High Contracting Parties are bound to communicate in respect of their armaments to the 
Secretary-General of the League of. Nations in pursuance of their international obligations in 
this respect. The Commission may request the High Contracting Parties to supply in writing 
or verbally any supplementary particulars or explanations regarding the said information. 

Article 34· 

·Within the limits of its functions, the Commission shall supply the Council of the League. 
of Nations· with any informatio,n, and advice which the Council may request of it . 

. . 
" 

Arlicle 35. 

The Commission shall mee~ for the first time, on being summoned by the Secretary-General 
of the League of Nations, within three months from the entry into force of the present Convention, 
to elect a provisional President and Vice-President and to draw up its Rules of Procedure. 
. Thereafter it shall meet at least once a year in ordinary session on the date fixed in its Rules 
of Procedure. 

It shall al.so meet in extraordinary session: 

• 
(r) Wh~n such a meeting is prescribed by the present Convention; 

(z) -'If its Bureau so decides, either of its own motion or on the requ~st of one of the 
High Contracting Parties; · . , . · 

(3). On the request of the Council of the League of Nations. 
- . . . 

Article 36. 

, Except in cas~s' where larger majorities are ·provided for under the present Convention or in 
. the Rules oi Procedure of the Commission, the decisions of the Commission will be taken by a 
majority of the members present at the :meeting,_. .. . · . · -· . : · 

A vote may only be· taken on the adoption of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission if 
half at least of the High Contracting Parties are represented at the meeting. · 

If, owing to this quorum not. being reached, the Commission is unable to act, a second meeting 
may be called fifteen days later. At this second meeting, the draft Rules' of Procedure may be 
validly adopted, whateyer be the number of membe!iS present. . · 

. The Commission may only validly consider modifications of the Rules of Procedure provided 
that the object of such modifications has been stated spec~ally in the convocation. 

The provisions stipulated above in this article concerning the number of attendances necessary . 
for the adoption of the Rules of Procedure shall apply to discussi<;ms of modifications thereto. 
Moreover, in order that the draft modifications may be adopted, a two-thirds majority of the 
.members present at the meeting shall be required. · . , . 

-~ . . 

Article 37· 

· The general expenditure of the Commission shall form the subject of a special chapter in the 
budget of the League of Nations. , . . ' . , . . · ·' · · · · 

: The High C~>ntracting·Parties who are not members of the League shall bear a reasonable 
share of the said expenditure. An agreement to this effect will be reached between these parties 
and the Secretary-General of the Commission . 

. The travelling expenses and subsistence allowances of the members of the Commission, their 
substitutes and experts shall be paid by their respective Governments. 

The Commission shall draw up regulations relating to the expenditure necessitated by 
its work. · 



Official No.: Coni.D.l67. Addendum. 

Geneva, February 9th,' I935-

MIENDl\IENTS PROPOSED BY "THE DELEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO CHAPTER I OF THE DRAFT 

ARTICLES FOR THE REGULATION AND CONTROL ~F THE . 
. MANUFACTURE OF AND TRADE IN ARMS. 

(Document Conf.D.I6J.) 

CHAPTER 1. -· CATEGORIES. 

Article I. 

I. Category I. 

I. _Insert after the words "Category I" the title "Military Armaments". 

• II. Delete sub-title" Arms, ·Ammunition and Implements of War exclusively designed 
and intended for Land, Sea or Aerial. Warfare". ' 

III. Under (a), (4), of the text delete the words " above arms " and add the ·phrase 
"arms enumerated under Nos. {I), (2) and (3) above". 

IV. Substitute for (7) : 

"Propellents and fillers for the articles enumerated under Nos. (5) and (6) above.:' 

V. Change present (7) to (8). 

2. Category III. - Aerial Armaments . . 

I. Under (I) delete the word " or " after " adapted " in line 2 and substitute therefor 
the word " and ". 

II. Under (2) change the word" mechanism" to "mechanisms", and insert thereafter 
the phr~ "separable structural strengthening to permit the carrying of bombs" .. 

III. Substitute for (3) : 

" Component parts, completely finished or fully processed, of the types of aircraft, 
appliances and equipment listed in {I} and (2) above, if capable of being utilised only 
as spare parts or in the assembly or repair of said articles." · 

IV. Delete (4). 

3- Category V. 

I. Add (4) reading : 

" Types of aircraft, both heavier than air and lighter than air other than those 
included in Categories II and III." . · · ' . 

II. Add (5) reading : 

" Component parts,_ completely fi:nishe~. or fully processed, of aircraft of . types · 
covered_ by No. (4) above 1f capable of bemg util1sed only as spare parts or in their assembly 
or reparr." 

III. Add (6) reading : 
" Aircraft engines." 
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I. INTRODUCTION. 

:r. The Committee for the Regulation of the Trade in and Private and State .Manufa~ture 
of Arms and Implements of War met on February :r4~h; :rg35, under ~he cha~rman~h1p of 
M. DE ScAVENIUS (Denmark). It unanimously decided to take as a basts for discussion the 
draft submitted by the United States delegation to the Bureau of the Conference ?n November 
2oth, :r934 (document Conf.D.:r67). This draft, which Wll;S based o~ the Committee's rel?ort 
of July 23rd, I934 (document Conf.D./C.G.I7I}, was col!-cetved as an mde_Pendent ~e~t; ~htch, 
although it could be incorporated in a general convention on the reduction and li~1tation of 
armaments, could also be considered, in the opinion of the majority of the Committee, as a 
separate document. 

2. A general discussion on all the problems connected with· the manufacture of ~nd 
trade in· arms, followed by more detailed discussions on ~he s:veral -ch.apter~ of ~he Umted 
States draft, engaged the Committee until March :rst, when 1t dec1ded to discontmue 1ts ple~ary · 
meetings and entrust the discussion of Chapter I (" Categories ") to the Technical Gommtttee 
on Categories, that of Chapter II to the Sub-Committee on Manufacture, l!-~d that of Chapter 
III to the Sub-Committee on Trade. - · · , . 

. 3· The Technical Committee on Categories was presided over by Gene~31 BENiTEZ 
· (Spain), and-the two Sub-Committees by the Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur, l\L ~OMARNICKI 
(Poland). 

4· Chapter IV of the United States draft was discussed in the Committee in plenary 
session, under the chairmanship of M. KoMARNICKI, from March 25th to April :rst. Those 
members of the Committee on General Provisions who were not members of the Trade and 
Manufacture Committee were invited to attend these meetings, in accordance with a decision 
taken on March :rst, I935· M. BoURQUIN (Belgium), Chairman of the Committee on General 
Provisions, kindly lent his assistance in preparing the draft text and part of the report dealing 
with this chapter. His assistance was of particular value to the Committee, because the latter 
did not confine itseH to examining Chapter IV from the sole standpoint of the regulation of the 
manufacture of and trade in arms, but felt that, since it had the co-operation, of the members 
of the Committee on General Provisions, its preliminary study should embrace other aspects 
of the complicated problem of the operation of international control as contemplated in the. 
United States draft. By making this more comprehensive study, the Committee thought that 
it might assist Governments in arriving at any decisions they might find it necessary to take 
before the draft text came up for second reading. 

5· In the course of the general discussion, the delegations had occasion to define their 
respective attitudes to a limited convention on the lines of the United States proposal. It 
is on record that the majority of the Committee considered that the study of the limited problem 
could be prosecuted independently of the more general negotiations and other work which form 
the main subject of the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments. 

6. At the same time, ·the Committee never lost sight of the connection between the 
questions that had been referred to it and other problems related to the reduction and 
limitation of armaments, more especially the work of the National Defence Expenditure 
Commission, which is concerned with budgetary publicity. _ . -

7· Oose collaboration between the Committee and the Expenditure Committee was 
established through contact with M. DE MODZELEWSKI, Acting Chairman of the Technical 
Committee on National Defence Expenditure, and by exchanges of notes and questionnaires. 
Some questions have still to be investigated, but the Committee has received, on several points, 
highly interesting explanations which may be of service to Governments in arriving at decisions 
with a view to the establishment of the final text of the Convention (see Annex III). 

8. ~in differen~s of opinion,.~hich will be particularised at a later stage, are largely 
due to different conceptions of superviSIOn as related to the extent of the commitments that· 
will finally be assumed by the contracting parties in regard to the reduction and limitation 
of ~rmamen~. While so~: delegations laid stress upon unity of supervision, others made their 
ulttmate attitude conditional upon the nature and extent of the commitments that 
Governments would assume under the agreements which form the main subject of the 
Conf~ence for the Reduc~io!l and Limitation of Armaments and upon the connection 
established between the limtted agreement and the Convention on the Reduction and 
Limitation of Armaments. 

g. A question which engaged the special attention of the members of the Committee 
was that o_f ensuring COJI?plete equality between producing and non-producing countries. · -
n.e. c..,~ mitt~ was unamm~us in accepting this principle, but opinions differed as to the· 
~nannn m wh1ch such equality of treatment could be achieved, hence certain divergences 
m the texts. 



' . 
IO. As regards categori~s. the' Committee adopted the· proposills of its Technical 

Committee on Categories, -~hich, although .they did not secure. unanimity, nevertheless 
constitute a very appreciable advance over the texts previously prepared. . 

·_ II. This Technical Committee's task was greatly facilitated by the United States 
delegation's draft text, which, while taking as the starting-point the text of the 1925 Convention 

' and the work done subsequently by the Technical Committee on Categories of Arms (document 
Conf.D.r6o, Annex 5), endeavoured to take into account to some extent the concern of 
certain delegations, particularly in the matter of Civil aviation. · 

. - . ' 
· · 12. The wish was also expressed in the Committee that the categories of arms should be 
simplified as much as possible, and that they should be so arranged as to facilitate 
the graduating of the obligations stipulated in the Convel).tion. . . · 

13. The Technical Committee on Categories sat from March uth to 19th and adopted 
the draft which is at present embodied.in Article 4· · The reservations regarding this article 
are indicated in Part .III of the present report and in the Report of the Technical Committee 
on Categories (document Conf.D.jC .. C.F.jC.T.24(I)). 

· 14. · C~rtain "essentially legal questions, and particularly the Preamble and Articles 2 
and r6, as well as the provisions relating to the suspension of the application of the Convention 

i_n time of war, neutrality, derogations, embargoes, derogations from commercial treaties, the 
relations between the Convention and international obligations in force, the provisions relating 
to ·Poland and the Free City of Danzig and the Polish-German transit agreement, State 

. financial assfstance to encourage exports, and general provisions, were submitted for study to 
a Committee of Jurists set up under the chairmanship of M. C. GORGE (Switzerland). That 
Committee's report (document Conf.D.jC.C.:F.99,) is atta~hed to the present report as Annex I. 

15. As regards the transit questions arising out of the Soviet and French proposals, and 
_in view of the consent of the majority of the Committee to embodythe special provisions 
on transit in the text of the Convention, a Transit Committee was set up under the chairmanship 
of M. WESTMAN (Sweden). This Committee proceeded to a study of these new problems, 
and explored the ground With a view to facil,itating the Committee's future work. 

r6. All questions relating to transit are consequently reserved for a second reading, and 
it ,is understood that the reservations of the delegations whose final attitude to certain articles 
depends on the solu,tion of transit questions are fully maintained. The Transit Committee's 
report (document Conf.D.JC.C.F.ror) is attached to the present report as Annex II. 

IJ.. The work of exploration and the preparation of texts having been concluded, the 
Committee met on April I3th, I935, with M. DE ScAVENIUS (Denmark) in the chair, to adopt . 

· the _draft t~xt and the present report.. · 

· · · r8. .lt should be remarked that the texts prepared represent the results of the discussions 
·and free exchanges of views which have marked the present stage of our work. Hence, in the 
Committee's opinion, they in no way bind the Governments represented on the Committee 
as to their final attitude, and thus do not preclude a compromise where certain differences of 
opinion still exist. · · 

19. Nevertheless, in view of the extent of the worl~ done by the Committee, the material 
progress made in the direction of compromise and the narrowing-down of the differences of 
opinion on vital points permits the Committee. to hope that the future work, the final success 
of which depends exclusively OJ). the solution of a few questions of principle; may be completed 
in the near future, especially if the general political situation "becomes clearer. 



II. DRAFT TEXTS.* 

(The texts fu the middle column are those propose~ by the Co~l}littee 
- those in italics having been adopted· by it .unanimous,y,]. 

·Text proposed by the . 
UDite<l Kmgdom. Italian, 
JapBDeae and Polish dele­
gations. 

The High Contractip.g 
Parties, 

Recognising their entire 
responsibility for ensuring 
that the manufacture of 
and trade in arms and 
implements of war are 
only conducted in their 
territories in conditions 
which will safeguard pub­
lic international order 
and will facilitate, in· 
particular ·cases, the 
prompt enforcement of any 
international action which 
may be agreed upon with 
a view to preventing or 
restricting the supply of 
arms and implements of 
war: 

Have decided to con­
clude a convention with 
the following objects : 

(•1 The national 
control of the manufac­
ture, export and import 
of arms, in various 
countries; 

(i•1 International 
publicity at Geneva for 
manufacture, export and 
import · of arms ; 

(iit-1 Providing the 
machinery for the 
immediate imposition 
of an effective embargo 
on the export of arms, 
if and when such action 
should be inter­
nationally decided upon. 

PREAMBLE.·• •. 

• Part 11 (Draft Texts) and Part lii (Observations and Reservations) are an inseparable whole, and 
mu~t C01li<!:(Juently be examined simultaneously. 

1 Su report by the Committee ol Jariltl, Annex I, page 822. 
• g__., g<.-neral observation, paragraph 20 of report. 



.. 
Text proposed by the 

delegations of the United 
Kingdom, Italy anP. Japan. _ 

The High Contracting 
Parties undertake _to 
conform to the measures 
set forth in Chapter _·IV 
for ensuring the execution 
of the present Convention. 

_, 
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Chapter L. 

ARTICLE I. 1 

· Each High Contracting Party 
assumes, in the territories under its 
jurisdiction, full responsibility for 
the supervision which is to be 
exercised over the manufacture of 
and trade in articles coming under 
Categories I to V of Article 4, with 
a view to ensuring the regular 
communication and the accuracy· 
of the documents for publicity 
_provided for in the present 
Convention. 

ARTICLE 2. • -

The High Contracting Parties · 
will take. the necessary legal steps 
to ensure in the strictest manner 
the execution ·of the provisions of 
the present Convention.-

They will forward to the -
Permanent Disarmament Commis­
~ion the·text of all laws,, regulations 
or other legal provisiqns which have 

· been, or may be, enacted for this 
purpose, and of any amendments 
or atltliti_ons ·thereto that they may 

. make. 
ARTICLE 3· ~ 

The High Contracting Parties -
undertake to conform to . the 
measures of· permanent and 
automatic supervision as set out _ 
in Chapter IV, the object of 
which 1s to verify that manu­
factu~:;es, exports and imports of 
the articles coming under the 
categorieS i~ Article 4 accord 
with the provisions of the present 
Convention. 

ARpCLE 4· ••• 
For the purposes of the present 

Convention, five categories of arms 
and implements of wai are 
estab}ished as follows : 

-Category I.- Military Armaments. 

Aims, ammunition and 
implements of war, designed or. 
intended for land, sea or air 
warfare, until such time as they 
may form part ~f the material 
coming under Categories II or 
III : ' 

I. Rifles and carbineS, and 
their barrels and bolts. 

1 See general observation, paragraph 21 of report. 
1 See report by the Committee o£ Juristo, Annex I, page 822. 

· 8 See reservation by the delegations of Denmark, Poland, Sweden and Switserland, paragraph 22 
of report. 

• See general observations of the Technical Committee and the reservations by several delegations, 
paragraph 2j of report. 

• See reservations by the Japaneoe delegation, paragraph 24 of report. 
• See reservation by the French delegation, paragraph 25 of report. 
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CHAPTER I (continued). 

2. Machine-guns,· autom3o'tic 
rifles and machine-pistols - of. all 
calibres, arid tlieir barrels · and 
bolts. · 

' 3· Guns, howitzers and mortars 
of all calibres and their mountings, 
barrels, recoil mechanisms and 
recuperators. _ , · 

4· Ammunition for the arrris 
enumerated under I and 2 above ; 
filled and . unfilled projectiles 
for the arms -enumerated under 
3 above, and prepared propellant 
charges for these arms. 

s. Grenades, bombs, torpedpes 
and mines-filled .Qr · unfilled­

-aii.d apparatus for their 1;1se or 
discharge. ·. . 

Periscopes for submarines. 

6. Tanks, armoured ~ vehicles . 
and armoured trains and armour 

- and bullet-proof plates !!haped 
for these vehicles. · 

'category II.- Naval-Armaments. 

Vessels of war of all kinds, 
including aircraft-carriers _ and 
submarines - and ·their arms, 
ammunition and implements of 
war mounted- on- board and 
forming part of their · normal 
armament. 

Category III. - Air Armam~nts. • 

I. Aircraft, 3.$Sembled br 
dismantled, both heavier- than 
and lighter than air, which 
by reason _ .of their design 
or construction. are adapted or_ 
intended either for military or 
naval reconnaissance, or for aerial 
combat by the use of machine­
guns or artillery, or for the carrying 
and dropping of bombs, or which 
are - equipped with or -prepared· 
for any of the arms or appliances 
referred tq in paragraph 2 below. 

:z. Special guns and machine­
guns for aircraft, and their gun 
mounts and. frames. · 

Bomb-racks and torpedo-car­
riers, - and bomb or torpedo 
release mechanisms. 

. The delegationS of· the 
U.S.S.R., Poland and Czecho• 
slovakia ' propose to add 
another heading ,as followg : 

Appliances ~d - sub­
stances intended exclu­
sively for chemica} and 
incendiary- warfare. 1 

1 See rellefVation by tire delegations of Sweden and Switzerland, paragraph ~6 o{ report. 
• See rerervation by tire delegation of Czecho•lonkia, p_aragraph 27 of report. 
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CHAPTER I (continued). 

Category IV. 

Arm~> and ammunition capable 
of being used for both military and 
non-military purposes : 

I. ·Revolvers and automatic 
pistols, provided the weight of 
the weapon is over 630 grammes. 
(I lb. 6 oz.), and ammunition 
therefor. 

2. Fire-arms designed, intended 
or adapted for non-military 
purposes, such as sport or personal 
defence, that will fire ammunition 
that can be fired· from fire-arms 
in Category I. 

Category V .. 

I. Aircraft, assembled or 
dismantled, both heavier than and 
lighter than air, other than those 

. included in Category III. 

2. Airscrews, fuselages, hulls, 
tail units and undercarriage units. 

3· Aircraft engines. 

4· The following . essential 
component parts of aircraft engines 
covered by paragraph 3 above · : 
crankshafts, cylinders, super­
chargers. 

Chapter IL 

The delegation of the 
U.S.S.R. proposes the 
addition of another heading 
as follows : 

Powder and explosives 
other than those men­
tioned in paragraph 4 of 
Category I, and the raw 
materials used in their 
manufacture. 

. PROVISIONS FOR TH;E MANUFACTURE. OF ARMS AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR. 

ARTICLE 5· 1 • 

The High Contracting Parties 
undertake to forbid, in the territories 
under .their respective jurisdictions, 
the manufacture . of arms and 
implements of war as set forth in 
Categories I, II and III of Article 
4, unless the manufacturers have, 
in the case of private establishments, 
obtained a licence (and in the case 
of State establishments, an 
authorisation) to manufacture, 
issued by the Government. • 

The manufacture of articles 
appearing in Categories . . . shall 
not take place in private 

'See observations by the Freneh delegation, paragraph 28 of report. 
• See observations by !he Polish delegation, paragraph 29 of report. 
• See ·observations by the Italian and Japanese delegations, paragraph 30 of report. 
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CHAPTER II (continued). 

establish~ents unless the producer 
is in possession of bona-fi~e orde~s 
in 'each case duly notified m 
advance to the Government. 1 • 

ARTICLE 6. 0 ' 

The licence to manufacture wilt 
be valid for a period not exceeding 
(five years) ; it will be revocable at 
any, time, and will be renewable 
for further periods of (five years) 
or less than (five years) by decisiotJ­
of the Government. 5 

It will give : 
(I) The name and address of . 

the manufacturer or the name, 
head office and principal works 
of the fir'"r; 
· (2) A designation . of the 
articles, by the headings of 
Categories I, II and III in . 
Article 4, the manufacture of 

, which is authorised by the licence. 

The licence will state further 
that all orders received by_ the 

·manufacturer are to be commu­
nicated immediately to the 
Government which has granted 
the licence. • 

ARTICU: 6 (a). 

Additional text proposed 
, by the delegation of the 

U.S.S.R. • 

The High Contracting 
·Parties undertake not to 
issue licences to manufac­
ture implements of war 
exceeding the qualitative 

. or quantitative limits 
which may be fixed in 
virtue of agreements which 
are binding on the party 
responsible for issuing SJlCh 
licences. 

-
·Text proposed by the 

Italian delegation. 
. ' 

· No preparation shall 
be made in merchant-ships 
in time .of peace for the 
installation · of warlike 
armaments for the purpose 

· of converting such ships 
into vessels. of war, other 
.than the necessary stiffen­
ing of decks for the 
mounting of guns not 
exceeding 6.I inches (ISS 
mm.) in ·calibre. · 

• See o~ations by the United Kingdom, Italian and Japaneoe delegations, paragraph 31 of report. 
• See obs<.-rvations by the Committee, paragraph 32 of report. 
• See observations by the Freneh delegation,. paragraph z8 of report. • 
• See o~ation.s by the PoW.h delegation, paragraph zg of report. 
• 5<-..e reservation by the U.S.S.R. delegation, paragraph 33 of report, 
• 5<-..e r~vation by the United Kingdom, Italian and Japanete delegations, paragraph 34 of report. 
1 5<-..e observations by the delcgat~ns of Spain and Fraaee, paragraph 35 of report. 
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CHAPTER II (continued). 

ARTICLE 7. 1 • I • • 

The High Contracting Parties, in 
· so far as it pertains to their respective 

jurisdictions, will send to the Perma­
nent Disarmament Commission: . 

A. ·Within three months after. 
the entry into force of the 
Convention, a list of the State 
establishments, manufacturers of 
articles appearing in Categories I, 
II and III of Article 4._ specifying 
for each : • · 

(I) · The name and location of 
the establishment ; · 

(2) The designation by head-· 
- ings of the articles the manu­

facture of which is authorised, 
' and thereafter, within thirty 

days after their occurrence, any 
changes in the information 
required under (I) and· (2). 

B .. Within three months from 
the entry into force of the Convention, 
a copy i>f the licences _to manufacture 
already issued to private establish­
ments, within the thirty days 
following the end of each quarter, a 
return, even if blank, showing 
copies of all licences to manufacture 
granted, amended, renewed or revoked 
duri~g the previous quarter. . 

C. 7 {I) At the J:,eginning of the 
financial year (on a date to be 
determined) : 

(a) A return showing the 
quantities of the articles (to 
be determined) in Categones 
I, II and III of Article 4 the 
putting into manufacture m; 
the purchase _of which is 
·proposed in the course . of the 
said year by the Government. 8 

(b) A ·return showing, by 
headings for headings . 
(to be determined), and by a 
total figure for 'the remaining 
headings, the· national defence 
expenditure proposed in respect' 
of the manufacture and purchase 
of articles in Categories I, II 
and III of Article 4-

1 See observations by the French delegation, paragraph 28 of report. 

Text proposed by the 
delegations of Turkey, 
Afghanistan, Iran, Spain, 
Czechoslovakia and the 
U.S.S.R. and approved, in 
principle, by the delegation 
of France. • 

(c) A list of orders or 
orders to manufacture, 

• See reservation by the Czechoslovak delegation, paragraph 36 of·report. 
• See observations by the Japanese delegation, paragraph 37 of report. 
• See observations by .the U.S.S.R. delegation, paragraph 38 of report. 
• See reservation by th~ Polish delegation, paragraph 29 ·of report. 
• See observations by the Poliob delegation, paragraph 39 of report. 
7 See reservation by the United Kingdom and Italian delegations, paragraph 40 of report. 
• See reservation by the Swios, Polioh and Swedioh delegations, paragraph 41 of report. 
• Sec reservation by the French delegation, paragraph 42 of report_. 



. The delegation of the 
U~ States proposes the 
omission of Category V. 

Text proposed by ±he 
. delegations of the United 
~·om, Italy, Japan and 
SwitzerlauL 

Replace the words . 
" essential characteristicS 

· for aircraft, etc. " by the 
words " unladen weight 
and engine-power for 
aircraft, etc. " 
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CHAPTER II (continued). 

. D. • • {I) Within fifteen days 

from' whatever, source,· 
received by t)le establish­
~ments llolding lice~ces. or· 
'State .establishments ·ana 
also a list of· all 
manufactures of the same 
kind which the aforesaid · 
establishments propose to . 
execute for stock or any 
other purpose, such lists 
to be forwarded before. the 
articles are put into 
manufacture by the said 
establishments. 

Additional teXt proposed . 
. by the delegations of 
, Franee, Spain, Iran and the · 
U.S.S.R. 1 a a ' ~ .. . , 

(z) Under . conditions 
and. within time-limits to 
be determined,· . the 
preli~inal1'· notice . of, 
puttmg m hand · of 
manufacture or construc­
tion of all articles ·coming . 
under Category . · II and 
the following articles . . · . · 
(to be · determined) of · 
Categories 1 and III. . · 

froni · the · receipt by the State . . , . 
establishments and by the private . 
establishments ~oldin_g licences . of The United States delega­
an order for articles 1n Categones tion proposes the su·ppression 
I, III and V, the following of the reference to Category,V. 
information in regard to the said 
order : 

(a) The description of the 
articles to be manufactured and 
their number and type (calibre 
for guns, tonnage for tanks, 
essential characteristics for 
aircraft, etc.) ; · 

(b) The name of the 
Government on whose account 
the order is given ; 7 

(c) .The name and address <?f/ 
·the private manufacturer (d 
necessary the name, head office 
and principal works of the firm), 
or the description of the State 
establishment. ' Text proposed by the dele­

gations of Franee, China, 
Spain, Czechoslovakia and 
the U.S.S.R. 8 , · .• 

-(2) Forcettain material 
(to be ·determined) of 
particular importance, this 
information will be 
complet,ed by the follo.w­
ing, · which , might be 

• S...e observations by the Freneh delegation, paragraph 43 of 'report. 
• S...e reservation by the CzeehooloY&k delegation, paragraph 36 of. report. 
• See re~ervation by the United Kingdom delegation, paragraph 44 of report. 
• See observation by the Belgian. United Stateo, Danioh and Swediohdelegations, paragraph450freport. 
• S...e re!le!'vation by the United Kingdom and Italian delegations, paragraph 46 of report. . 
• S...e re!le!'vation by the Belgian. Swedieh, Swiu and Czeehoelovak delegations, paragraph 47 of 

ro/-rt. , 
1 S.....e r~vation by the Freneh delegation, paragraph 48 of report, 
• s......, reaervation by the Czeehoolonk de'!>gation, paragraph 36 of report .. 



Text .. proposed by the. 
·United Kingdom, ltafian and · 
J apaneae delegations. 

' G. Within sixty days of 
the end of the ·quarter, 
a quar;terly return .. of the 

· tofa.l value, under each 

-
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.CHAPTER II (continued). 

E .. 1 Within the inonth follov.jng 
the end of the civil year, a return 
of manufactures completed during 
this year of articles in Categories 
I, II~ III, IV and V. 

F. (I) Within thirty days oi the 
laying~down of each wa_r . vessel 
laid . down · in State or private 
shipy_ards in the territories under 

. their )'urisdiction, whether on behalf 
of the Government in whose territory 
the vessel is being constructed .or ·of 
'any other · Government, a return 
giving the information · detailed 
below: · 

. . 

The date of laying down the 
keel and the following particulars: 
. Classification of the vessel 
.and for whom 'built ; · . 
. :standard ·displacement in 

· tons and metric tons ; 
P.rinc'ipal . dimensions~ 

namely, length at water-line, 
·extreme beam at or below water-
line; . 

'Mean. draught at stanaard 
displacement; 

·calibre of, the largest gu'n. 

(II) Within thirty days of the 
date. of compl'etion of each · war 
vessel, a_ return giving.' · 

The,date of completion together 
with the foregoing pprticulars 
relating to the vessel a't that 
date. • - . . . 

forwarded later, but must 
be · despatched to ··the· 
Permanent Commission, hi. 
every ca.Se before the . 
puttmg into manufaCture : 

The place of manu~ 
faqture; · 

The proposed date of 
putting · into manufac­
ture; and 

The expected duration 
·. of manufacture. · 

This .information tci be 
furnished also for each· 

· of the constituent parts 
of manufactured material 
shown under the headings 

, . , of Article 4' . 

Text proposed by the 
. delegations of France, United 

States, Belgium, . Spain, 
C~echoalo'rakia and the 
U.S.S.R. 1 

G. Within a period to' 
be determined, counting 

1 See reservation by the United Kingdom and Italian d~legations, paragraph 49 of report. 
· . • See observations of the CzeohoalovaJ< delegation, paragraph 50 of report. 

• See. observations pf the Czeachoalovak delegation, paragraph 36 of report. 
. ·' 

I , ' ., ' 



~eading of the categories 
m Article 4. of the 
articles the manufacture 
of which has been 
completed during t~e 
previous quarter, dis­
tinguishing in the case of 
a):ticles under Category V, 
headings 2, 3 and 4, 
between those manufac­
tured for the · State and 
those manufactured for 
other purposes. 
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CHAPTER II (continued). 

. Chapter. m. 1 

from the end . of the 
financial year, a return, by 
headings · of the total 
amounts' _of national 
defence expenditure ex­
pended on the · ma,nu­
facture and purch~e of 
articles in Categones I, 
II and III completed in 
the course of this financial 
year. 

PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE TRADE IN ARMS AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR. * 

' . 

Text proposed by the 
delegations of the United 
Kingdom, Italy, Japan and 
Switzerland. 

Replace the words 
" essential characteristics 
for aircraft, etc. " by the 
words " unladen weight 
and engine power for -
aircraft, etc. ". 

Text proposed . by the 
delegations of the United 
Kingdom. Italy, Japan and 
Switzerland. 

(b) The name and 
address of the exporter, 
with a reference to · the 
authority to manufacture, 
if any. · 

. . 

ARTICLE 8. 1 8 '· 6 8 7 

The High C~ntracting Parties 
undertake to prohibit, in the 
territories under their jurisdiction, · 
the export of articles in Categories 
I to V inclusive of Article 4, and 
the import of articles in Categories 
I to III inclusive, of Article 4. 
without an export or import 
permit (declaration) issued by the 
Government. 

The export permit (declaration) 
shall contain : 

(a) A description of the articles 
in Categories I to V inclusive, 
the shipment . of which is 
authorised, their number, aggre­
gate weight and type (calibre 
for guns, . tonnage for tanks, 
essential characteristics .for 
aircraft, etc.). 

.., 
. Text proposed by the 

United Statee and French 
delegations, supported by the 
Chinese, Danish, Spanish, 
Latvian, Swedish, Czecho• 
slovak and U.S.S.R. delega-

. tions. 

(b) The name and 
address of the exporter 
with a reference to the 
original, order where this 
latter has been notifieCl to 
Geneva and is for 
implements· which have 
been manufactured in the 
country whence they ·are 

· being exported. 

*See report by the Transit Committee, An~ex II, page 831. 
1 

See reservations by the Poli•h delegation, paragraph 5 I of report. 
:See reservat~ons by the French delegation, paragraphs 28 and 52 of report. . 

See reservat~ons by the Fr~nch and U.S.S.R. delegations, paragraph 53 of report. 
:See reservat~ons by the Un,~cd Kingdom and Italian delegations, paragraph 54 of report. • See reservat~ons by the Pohah and Afghan delegations, paragraph 55 of report. 

7 See reservat~ons by the Tarkloh and Iranian delegations, paragraph 56 of report. · 
See reservatiOns of the Tnrkiob delegation, paragraph 57 of report, . 



Text proposed by the 
delegations of the United 

. Kingdom, Italy, .Japan and 
Switzerland. 

Replace the words 
" essential characteristics 
for aircraft, etc. " by the 
words · " unladen weight 
and engine power for 
aircraft, etc. ". 
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CHAPTER III (continued). 

(c) The name and address of 
the importing consignee, with a ' 
reference to the import permit for 
al:'ticles in Categories I, II and IlL 

The import, permit (declaration) 
shall contain : . · . 

(a) A description of the 
articles in Categories I to III 
inclusive, the import of which 
is authorised, their number,. 
aggregate weight and type 
(calibre for artillery, tonnage for 
tanks, essential characteristics 
for aircraft, etc.). 

(b) The name and address 
of the importer, with a reference 

· to the order. 1 

(c). The name and address 
of the exporter. 

ARTICLE 8 bis; 

Additional text proposed 
. by the delegation · of the 
U.S.S.R. • . 

The High Contracting 
Parties undertake not 
to issue import, export 
or transit permits for 
implements of war in 
excess of the qualitative 
or quantitative · limits 
which may be fixed under 
agreements binding on the 
parties responsible for 
these permits. 

Text proposed by · the 
delegations of Sweden, Spain, 
Denmark and Switserland. · 

I • 

The High Contracting 
Parties undertake to enact 
legal provisions making all 

. occupation in the capacity 
of agents for the sale of 
the articles included 
in Categories . . . men­
tioned jn Article 4 condi­
tional upon the granting 
of a special Government 
authorisation (licence). 

The · said licence shall 
indicate the name of the 
undertakings on behalf of 
which such activities are 
exercised. 

Copies of the licences 
issued to the above­
mentioned agents shall be 
addressed each year to 
the Permanent Disarma­
ment Commission, which 
shall also be notified of 
any licences withdrawn. 

1 See reservation .by the Unit~d Kingdom, Italian, Japanese ·and Swi10 delegations, paragraph 58 of 
report. . · · 

• See observations by the delegations of France, China and Spain, paragraph 59 of report. 



Text·. prop6sed , by the 
· United Kingdom, Italian and 

Japanese delegations (for the 
whole of Article 9) : 

The. High Contracting 
Parties, in so, far as it 
pertains to their respective 
jurisdictions, will forward , 
to the Permanent 
·Disarmament Commi5sion 
within sixty days of the 

· end of each · quarter a 
quarterly return giving the 
total values .of the articles, 
under each heading of the 
Categories in Article ·4. 
imported and exported 
during .·the . previous 
quarter, showing countries 
of origin and destination 
and distinguishing- in the 
case of articles in Category 

CHAPTER ,III {continued). 

. ARTI~.LE g. ·1 • ~ 

The High . Contracting ,Parties, 
in so far as it . pertains tQ their 
respective jurisdictions,. will . 
forward· to the ' Permanent 
Disarmament ·Commission·_ copies· 
of all .import or· ·export permits 
(declarations) (fifteen days) before 
the date of entry into or despatch 
from the territory of the . articles 
in Categories I, II and III referred 

· to in the said permits (declarations) 
.an!'l copies of all export rermits 
(declarations} (fifteen days before ' 
the· date of · despa~ch .from the: 
territory of . the articles· in' 
Categories IV and V referred to' 
in the said permits (declarations). 

r ext: . proposed by .the . 
delegations . of the. · United . . V, . headings .2, :_ 3, 4•. 

·-between those . exported·,. · States, · France., ~pain; 
Denmark, LS:tvia,' Sweden, to or· imported by · a · 

Government for its own 
use, and those exported 
or imported for use by 
private persons. 

.Czechoslovakia and the 
. U.S.S.R. . . 

When it has not beeri 
possible to give this pre-· 
liminary .notice of fifteen 
days,. it will be for the ' 

· interested Governments to 
. ·inform the Permanent 

·.. ·Commission of the reasons 

The High Contracting . Parties 
will also · forward .a statement 
of all imports and exports effected 
during the calendar year, · · . 

This statement will be sent . in 
within a period of (one month). 
from the. end of the year. 

·ARTICLE IO. 

I • ' 

The. High . Contracting Parties· 
. . undertake that the export of articles 
. , in Categories I, II. and III shall : 

be :for ·· direct supply .to the · 
Govern_ment of.the importing State, . 
or .. wtth the consent • of such 
Government, to, a public authority 
subordinate to it. · · 

. 4RTICLE I!. , 

N e~ertheless, export for supply · 
to prwate persons may be permitted 
in the following cases: 

(~) Articles covered by Cate­
gl!nes I, II and II I exported · 

. dtrect to a. manufacturer of war 

· why the period iaid do\vn 
'in .the present article CO"Qld 
not be observed. · · 

• • . I I 

: ~ ;::~:::: ~~ !!: . ::~:!:!!~~: ~ ~~;:d, ::~ A
1

Cghaniltan.' paragraph' SS of report. 
• See re!lerVati by · . "1 ran, )?aragra ph 56 of report. -

ODS the delegation of Czecho•lonkia, paragraph 6o of report. . 
. ( 
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CHAPTER III (continued) . 

. material {or vse by him for the 
requirements of his industry, 
provided their import has been 
duly authorised by the Govern­
ment of the importing country; 

(2)· Rifles and. carbines and 
their ammunition exported for 
supply to rifle associations jormed 
for the enc~uragement · of 

· individual sport and · duly 
authorised by their own 
Government to use them, provided 
their import. is not contrary to 
any other provisions of the present 
Convention ,; such arms and 
ammunition shall . be sent direct 
to the Government of the importing 
country for transmission by such 
Government · to the associations 
for which they are ·supplied ; 1 • 

(3) . Samples of articles covered 
by Categories I, II and III, 
exported for demonstration · 
purposes direct to ·. a trade 
representative of the exporting 
manufacturer, provided such 
representative is duly authorised 
by the Government. . of the 
.importing countryto receive them. 

ARTICLE I2. 

· The High Contracting Parties 
undertl!-ke not to export or permit 
the export, in the territories under 
their jurisdiction, of the articles 
covered by Category IV of Article 4 
without the export permit :r:eferred 
to in Article 8, Chapter III. • 
. If, in respect of the import of 

these articles, the legislation of 
the importing country requires the . 
endorsement of a duly · authorised 
representative oj' its . Government, · 
and if this fact has "been notified · 
by the said Government · to · the 
Government of the exporting country, 
then such an endorsement must have 
be'en . obtained and · submitted · to• 
the competent authorities of the 
exporting country before the export 
may take place. 

ARTICLE I3. 1 

The High Contracting Parties 
undertake not .to export or permit 
the export in the territories under 
their jurisdiction of the articles 
covered by Category V of Article I, 
unless the export permit referred 

.. ·, \, · ... ' ' . . I ~·. .. ... ' -· 
1 See observations by the Spanioh deiegation, paragraph 6z of ·report •. 
• See observations by. the U.S.S.R. delegation, paragraph 62 of report. 
1 See reservation by_ the Turkish •delegation, Pa!'agraph 63 of report. 
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, CHAPTER III (continued). 

to in Article s:,Chapter III, has 
been issued by the Government 
of the exporting country. 

ARTICLE 14. 1 

Within thirty days of the ~nd 
of each quarter, the. Htgh 
Contracting Parties shall furnish a 
return in respect · of each vessel 
of war acquired during that 
quarter other than vessels· of 
war co~structed for such. High 
Contracting Parties within their 
respective· jurisdictions. . 

This return shall contam the · 
following information : . 

(I) Date of, acquisition ; , 
(II) Classification of the vessel 

and from whom acquired ; 
(III) Standard. displac~ment, 

in tons and metnc tons ; 
(IV) Principal dimensions; 

namely :. 
Length at water~line; 
Extreme beam at or below 

water-line ; · · 
(V) Mean draught at standard 

displacement ; · 
(VI) Calibre of. the largest 

gun. 

ARTICLE 15. 

The l;ligh Contracting Parties 
undertake ·not to apply a more 

'favourable regime to imports of 
articles referred to in Article 4, 
coming from territories of non­
contracting States, than that which 
they will apply to such imports 
coming from territories of 
contracting States, and to subject 
these imports, of whatever origin, 
ana exports to . non-contracting 
States to the same conditions of 
authorisation ana of publicity. 

ARTICLE 16. 1 

The following operations shall 
not be regarded as exportation or 
importation within the meaning of 
the present Convention : 

(a) The shipment of articles 
coming under Categories I to V 
of ·Article 4 from a territory 
placed under. the sovereignty, 
jurisdiction, protection ,or 
tutelage of a High Contracting 
Party, or from a territory in 
which a High Contracting Party 
enjoys special political or military 

1 See observations by the Freneb and Swediob d~legations, paragraph 64 of report. 
1 See report by the Committee oiJariou, Annex I, page·822, and paragrap)l 65 of report. 
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.CHAPTER III (continued). 

rights under . international 
· instruments, and intended for 

the use pf the armed forces of 
such High Contracting Party, 
wherever situated · 1 • • • • • • . . 

(b) · Th.~ transfer by the High. 
Contracting Party concerned of 
articles coming under Categories 
I to V · of · Article 4 from a 
country to which such articl~ 
may have been shipped as 
provided for in paragraph 
. (a) ~ • • • • • • . 

(c) The carrying of arms or 
ammunition by persons belong­
ing to the forces referred to 

·in, paragraph (a) or by other 
persons in · the service of a 
High Contracting Party, when 
such articles are required by 
those persons by reason of their 
duties or for their. personal 
defence; • • • • · 

(tl) The carrying of rifles, 
carbines, and the necessary 
ammunition therefor, intended 
exclusively for their ·own use, 
by members of rifle-clubs, 
proceeding to marksmanship 
competitions authorised by the 
respective Governments ,· 

· · (e) Movements of civil aircraft 
:duly registered as commercial 
aircraft when effecting (t) 
commercial transport;.. (2) indus­
trial · or · commercial flights; 
(3) tourist flights ; 

U) The carrying .oi arms or 
ammunition by the personnel 
of fivil aircraft and intended 
for the defence of the passengers 
or personnel of the aircraft on 

. international routes. 

ARTICLE :r6 (a). 
Text proposed by the 

Italian delegation. 

Each of the High 
Contracting Parties under­
takes not to dispose, by 
gift, sale, or any mode of 
transfer, of any vessel of 
war in such a manner that 
such vessel may become 
a vessel of war in the 
navy of any foreign 

·Power. 

1 ·See observations by the Spaaioh delegation, paragraph 66 of report. 
• See reservation by the U.S.S.R. delegation, paragraph 67 of report. 
• See reservation by the Polioh delegation, paragraph 68 of report. 
• See reservation by the Iranian delegation, paragraph 69 of report. 
• See reseryation by the Chineoe delegation, paragraph 70 of report. 
• See reservation by'the Turkiah delegation, paragraph 71 of report. 
'See reservation by the Afghan de_legation, paragraph 72 of report. 
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·CHAPTER III (continued). 

Chapter IV. • • • • 

. Final Article of Chapter;rn 
(Trade) · proposed ' by the 
French· dE\legation .. 1 

Any ·exportation.. im­
portation or· trans1t .. of 
articles coming under 
Categories I to V ·· in 
,Article· 4 which is· not' 
carried out in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
present Convention shall · 
be deemed · to · be 
contraband within the 
meaning . of the · present · 
Convention .. 

The High. Contr!lcting 
Parties recognise that it 
is their duty to repress 
such contraband. .They 
shall report . to . the · · 
Permanent · . Commission· · 
any case of contraband 
detected · by · their 
competent authorities, 
and shall instruct these 
authorities to verify, · if, 
necessary,· any ·consign­
ments to which the 
Permanent Commission or -
its. organs of 'control may 
direct their attention. · 

COMPOSITION, FUNCTIONS AND ·oPERATION OF .THE PERMANENT_ 
DISARMAMENT CO~MISSION. 

The articles of Chapter IV have been co-ordinated by M. BOURQUIN (Belgimp.); Chairman· · 
of the Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions. , . . . . · 

ARTICLE 17. 
There shall be set up at the seat 

of the League of Nations a ' 
Permanent Disarmament Com­
mission composed of representatives 

-of the Governments of the High 
Contracting Parties. Each such 
Government - shall appoint one 
member of the Conzmission. Each 
member- may be accompanied by 
substitutes and experts. · 

· The . Governments of the High 
Contracting Parties shall' inform 
the Secretary- General of the League 
of Nations of the _names of their 
representatives, substitutes and 
-experts on their · nomination and 
on any changes being made. 

ARTICLE r8. 
It shall be the 'lluty of the 

Commission to watch over the 
execution of the present Convention. 

ARTICLE rg. 
The Commission may be assisted 

by experts chosen by itself not 
being experts appointed by the 

:See reservati~ns ~y the U.S.S;R· and Turkish .delegations, paragraph 73 of report. . · 
report:OO observatiOns of the Chairman o£- the Mucellaneoua Pro'Oialona Committee, paragraph 74 of 

:See reservat~ons of the U.S.S.R. delegation, paragraph 75 of report. 
• See reservat~ons of the Turkioh delegation, paragraph 76 of report .. 

See re!l(;rvatwns of the Yugooln delegation, paragraph 77 of report. 
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CHAPTE~ IV (continued). 

,. 

High Contracting Parties, to 
accompany their representatives. 1 

The experts appointed by the 
Commission may not serve on the 
inspection and investigation 
Committees referred to in Articles 
29, 30 and 3I of the -present . 
Convention. • 

ARTICLE 2o. 
The members of the Commission, 

their substitutes and experts and 
the experts and agents of the 
Commission, when ·engaged on the 

· business of the Commission, shall 
enjoy diplomatic · privileges · and 
immunities. . . 

. ARTJCLE. 2l' • 

. The . Secretary-General .·of the · 
League of Nations shall provide 
thf! Secretariat of the Commission . 

. I 

' ARTICLE 22. 8 

The Commission · shall . set up · 
committees of its ·own members, 
and shall determine their number, 
composition· and functions. , 

In particular, it shall appoint 
regional committees which shall 
be entrusted with the duty of 
permanently following, under its 
authority, the execution of . the 
present Convention by the different 
States included in each of the 
regional · groups · within the 
jurisdiction of the said committees. 

The composition of these 
. regional groups may be modified 
-by the Commission at any time. 
It shall be determined in such a 
way as not to include in the same 
group Powers . not maintaining 
diplomatic relations with each 
other. · · ' 

Each of the States included in. 
the- · regional group . shall be 
represented in the ·committee on 
a basis of absolute equality. The 
committee shall also include at 
least an equal· number of 
representatives of other Powers.· 

ARTICLE 23. 
The Commission shall receive, 

co-ordinate, and carry. out an 
examination of the information 
furnished by the High Contracting 
Parties in pursuance of their 

obligations · under · the present 
Convention~ 

ARTICLE 24. 
Within the limits of the obligations 

assumed in the present convention,. 
the Commission may_ -request the 

l See observatio,;s 9f the· Poli~h and Turkish d,elegations, paragraph 78 of report. 
• See the United Kingdom, Italian, Japaneoe and Polish observations, paragraph 79 of repo~. 

· • See observations of the United Kingdom, Italian, Japanese and Polish delegations, paragraph So 
, ·of report. · · 

f 



CHAPTER IV (cDn~inued) · 

High C~ntracting Parties to supply 
in writing · or verbally an:v. 
supplementary particulars or · 
explanations in . regard to the 
information fur?'tshed under the 
present Ccnventton. _ 

. Such request shall normally. ~e 
made· through· the representattves 
of the High 'Contracting Partjes 
on the Commission. The Htgh 
Contracting Parties agree t~ meet 
such requests; and to furmsh t~e 
information desired through . th~tr -
representati'!'es on the Commtsst~ 
cir otherwtse, unless the· sa1d 
information is within the s'cope 
of the exemptions provided for·, 
in Article 33, paragraph 2.1 

. . 

' ARTICLE . 25. 

The Co~mission may take into 
account . any other information 
which. may reach . 1t · fr<?m .. a 
responsible source and which 1t 
may consider pertinent to the 
execution of its functions: • 

In all cases it will examine all 
information furnish~d. by any 
member of the Commtsston. 

It-shall have the right to hear 
such . witnesseS as · voluntarily 
appear before it: A full record of 
the evidence of such witnesses 
'shall be kept. • 

ARTICLE 26. ' 5 . . 

The Commission shall be entitled 
to hear or consult any person who 
is in a position to throw any light 
on the question which is being 
examined by the Commission. 

ARTICLE 27. • 7 ' 

No national . of any High 
-Contracting Party may be heard 
either in virtue of Article 25 or . 
in virtue of Article 26, unless 
its representative on t!Ie 
PermanentDisarmament Comrms-. 
sion shall have been duly notified'­
in advance of such hearing and 
given an opportunity to be 
present thereat. • . · 

i See observation of the United Kingdom, Italian, Japaneae and Polish delegations, paragraph 81 
of report. · ' · 

• See observation of the Polish delegation, paragzaph 82 of report. 
• See observation ofthe United Kingdom, Italian, Japanese, Polish; Turkioh and Yugoslav delegations, 

paragzaph 83 of report. . · 
• See observation of the Tarkilh and Yagoolav delegations, paragraph 84 of report. 
1 See reservations of the Poliah delegation, paragraph 85 of rep-ort.. · 
• See reservation of the Poliob delegation, paragraph 85 of report. 
7 See reservation of the Tarkioh and Yagoolav delegations, paragraph 86 of report. 
• See observations of the United Kingdom, Italian and Japaneoe delegations, paragraph 87 of_ report. 



Text . propo~ed ·,by the 
United Kingdom, Italian, 

'Japanese and Polish delega­
tions. · 

The · United Kingdom· 
:delegation, supported by those 
of Italy, Poland and Japan, 
proposes' that Articles 29 to 
33 inclusive be deleted and the 
following text be substituted 
for them. : . -

Should the · Permanent 
Disarmament Commission 

~have reason to believe 
that an infringement of 
the present Convention has 
occurred, or that informa­
tion supplied to it under 
the Convention by a High 
Contracting· Party - is· 
incomplete · oi: ·inaccurate, 
the Commission . will call 
upon the High Contracting 
Party concerned to supply 
it with such explanations 
as · are necessary · , to ' 
establish the facts. 

The High Contracting 
Parties undertake to 
furnish these explanations 
either verbally- by re­
sponsible . officials or in 
writing as desired by the . 
Permanent Disarmament 
Commission. 

· The Commission will 
draw· up, as soon as 
possible, a report giving 
Its reasons for Uw steps 

_:8os 

CHAPTER IV (continued) .. 

ARTICLE 28. 

The' Commission shall publish 
quarterly a return of the statistical 
data furnished under the provisions 
of.Articles 7 and g and the results 
of its examination of these data 
duly co-ordinated and showing the 
situation as regards the manufacture, 
export and import of the articles 
in Categories I tC? V. · 

· ARTICLE zg. 

The French and Czecho• 
olovak delegations propose to 
add to this article a paragraph 
reading : 

· Nevertheless, if a 
witness refuses to appear 
before the representative 
of the State of which he 
is a national, his evidence 
may be taken by the 
Secretariat of the League 
of Nations, ·acting as 
an international registry, 
and communicated by 
the Secretariat to the 
Permanent Commission, 
which may only discuss it 

·in the presence of the 
representative of the State 
of which the witness is 

· a national. 



taken and the result of 
its examination of the 
matter. 
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. CHAPTER IV (continued). 

Within · the Hmits of the 
obligations assumed . under _,the 
present Convention, the Com­
mission shall proceed annually, 
or more often if it so determines,. 
to examine on the spot • the 
conditions in -which the national 
control exerd.sed by each of the 
High Contracting Parties over· 
the manufacture of .and trade in 
the articles in Categories I to V 
inclusive is organised and operates, 
and the accuracy of the informa-

. tion furnished oy the said High 
Contracting Parties. 

It may, however,- decide, 
according to circumstances, to 
suspend · provisionally the 
application of this 'rule, provided 
that the majority required to 
take such a decision shall include 
all the members representing the 
States adjacent to that to which 
the dE~dsion applies. 

These inspections on the spot 
shall be carried out through the 
regional committees pr6vided for: 
in Article 22. · · ' · 

Text . proposed · by the 
Czechoslovak, United Stateo, 
Danish,' Spanish, · French, 
Latvian and Swedioh delega­
tions. , · . 

These delegations propose · 
to , add the following words · 
to the .first paragraph of this 
article : · 

And, by teason of and 
in . accord · with the 
experience gained iri'these . 

. matters, to include in its 
· -reports · such general 
information and . sugges­

. tions as may aid the High 
·Contracting Parties in the 
execution of the provisions 
of the Convention ... 

The French, delegation 
proposes the addition of 
a text reading as follows : 

. Each regional committee 
shall appoint agents. who 
shall reside permanently 
in the territory of · each 
of the States for which 
the said committee is 
competent. 

These agents shall be 
accredited to the local 
authorities ·under condi­
tions giving them the 
necessary means of action 
to proceed at any moment, 
gn behalf of the committee . 
and in co-operation with 
the said authorities, to 
effect the liaison operations · · 



(See opposite , Article 29 
text proposed by the United 

• ' Kingdom, . Italian; Japanese 
and · Polish delegations 
covering Articles 29 to 33.) 

CHAPTER IV (continued). 

The committees will draw up 
the programme of each investi­
gation in c6nformitf •with the 
general instructions given them 
by the Commission or its 

. permanent Bureau. · 
. If they are notified, in the course 
of their inspections, of certain 
facts which, though alien to this 
,programme, seem to deserve the 
Commission's attention, they shall 
proceed to establish - such facts, 
and shall report immediately to 
the Commission or its permanent 
Bureau. 

While the committee is 
conducting the local inspection 
in the territory of a State, the 

~ representatives of such State shall 
cease temporarily, until the 
inspection is finished, to sit on 
the committee. 

On the other hand, the State 
undergoing inspection ·shall name 
one or more assessors who shall 
accompany the committee during 
such inspection. These assessors 
shall be constantly at the disposal 
of the committee in order to 
facilitate the accomplishment of 
its task; The committee shall not 
refuse them the right to be present 
at its investigations. 

The committees' sole task shall 
be the establishment of facts. 

In particular, they ·shall not 
give orders or make obseryations 
to the local civil or military 
authorities. When help is required 
from these authorities, it shall be 
requested through the inter­
mediary of the. assessors. These 
assessors must be provided with 
written instructions giving them 
all necessary · powers for this 

. ,purpose. 

ARTICLE 30. 

Any High: Contracting Party 
shall be entitled to request the 
Commission to conduct in . its 
territory such investigation as may 
be necessary in order to verify 
the execution of its 'obligations 
under the present Convention. 

and . local inspections 
required for the discharge 
of the duties of supervision 
imposed on the regional 
committee. ·. 

Text · proposed by the 
. French delegation. 

On the other hand, the 
State undergoing inspec­
tion shall name one or 
more assessors who shall 
accompany the committee 
or. its local agents during 
s~ch inspection. These 
assessors shall be con­
stantly at the disposal of 
the committee or its local 
agents in order to facilitate 
the accomplishment of 
their task. The committee 
or its local agents shall 
not refuse them the right 
to be present at their 
investigations. · 



-- 8o8-

CHAPTER IV (continued) .. 

On receipt _of such a request; 
. the Commission · shall meet at 
once in order to give effect to 
it and to determine the scope of 

. any such investi~atio~ and. to lay 
down the conditions m which the 

· investigation is to. take place, 
It is understood that the 

Commission may decide, with the 
consent of the High Contracting 
Party concerned, not to hold such 
investigation, if, _in the. inter_v:j], 

· the results of Its deliberations 
appear to it satisfactorY-. 

. · ARTICLE 3I. 

(See opposite Article 2 9 If one of the High Contracting 
text proposed by the United . Parties is of opinion that the 
Kingdom. Italian, Japanese _provisions of the present 
and Polioh delegations Convention have been infringed, 
covering Articles 29 to 33.) such party may address a 

complaint to the Commission. 
The Commission shall meet at 

once to consider the matter and 
shall invite the High Contracting 
Party whose attitude -towards the 
fulfilment of its obligations has 
produced the complaint to supply 
it with all the CfXplanations which 
may be useful. . · 

Should the · Commission 
determine that the complaint is 
of such a nature: as to warrant a 
special investigation, its. decision . 
to conduct the investigation on 
the territory of · the High 
Contracting Party _ in question 
must be taken by a two-thirds -· 
majority of all members of the 
Commission . present at the · 
meeting. 

The special investigations 
provided for. in the present article 
shall be carried out by a special 
committee created for this purpose. · 
These S_Pecial investigat~n~. bodies 
shall · mclude a · ma1onty of 
members from States of regional 
groups other than those including 
the States concerned. _ 

The State making the complaint -· 
and the .State undergoing special 
investigation shall not be 
represented on the . special 
committee by members, but shall 
name one or more assessors who 
shall accompany the committee 
during such inspections. 

Text proposed by the 
Polish and Latvian delega-
tions. . 1 

The Polish and Latvian . 
delegations propose to add 
after the article (opposite 
Article 29) proposed by the 
United . Kingdom delegation 
in place of Articles 29 to 
33 a new article reading as 
follows : 

If one of the High 
Contracting Parties con­
siders that, at any time, 

·the manufacture of arms, 
ammunition or implements 

' . 



(See opposite Artfcle 2c;j 
text proposed by the United 
Kingdom, Japanese, Italian 
and , · Polish delegations 
covering Articles 29 to 33.) 

' -

(See opposite Article 29 
text proposed by the United 
Kingdom, Italian, Japanese 
and Polish delegations 
covering ArtiCles 29 to 33.) 

-Bog-

CHAPTER IV (continued). 

ARTICLE 32. 

The results of any investigation 
decided upon in accordance with 
Articles· 29, 30 and 3I shall be 

· embodied in each case in a special 
·report by the Commission, which. 
may contain ·recommendations 
addressed to the High Contracting 
Parties. 

' 
ARTICLE 33· 

I. In the carrying-out of the 
investigations conducted by the 
Commission or any committees 
thereof at any place other than 
·its permanent seat, the investi­
gation shall be . limited . to the 
following procedures : 

of war in the territory 
of another High Contract­
ing Party, or the import 
of arms, ammunition or 
implements of war into 
this same territory, has 
shown an unexpected 
increase which is ·both 
large and abnormal, and 
if the former High 
Contracting Party sees 
therein an indication of a 
threat to peace, it may 
address itself on this 
subject to the Permanent 
Disarmament Commission. 

The Commission will 
. proceed · to consider the 
matter and will invite the 

. stigh Contracting Party 
involved to furnish it with 
all useful explanations. It 
will prepare a reasoned 
report on the result of its 
consideration and will 
forward this to all the 
High Contracting Parties. 

(a) . The examination under ' 
oath of responsible officials 
or employees of the High 
Contracting Party designated 
by . "it and charged with the 
details of the execution of this 
Convention ; . 

(b) The examination of all· 
pertinent documents, and 
particularly of those prepared 

. under the authority and control 
of the officials, indicated in 
(a) above; 

· (c) The examination under 
oath of all persons other than 
officials referred to under (a) 
who are within the territory of 
the High Contracting Part~es 
at the time of the inspection. 
The High Contracting Parties 
agree to make any such persons 
available by all means at their 
disposal; 

· • (d) The examination provided 
for in (a), (b) and (c) above shall 
be conducted in the presence 
of the assessors ; 
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. 
CHAPTER IV (continueil). ·. 

, Text proposed by the French 
and · Camcboelovak delegations •. 

(e) Inspection on the_ spot·. '(er Inspedion on .t?e 
· of articles of Categories I to· -spot of articles of Categones, 

V inclusive. p~:oduced in State ·I to V, in course ·of manu­
or private ·'e8tablishments1 • in facture or -finished; shall, 
order to· verify the execution compulsorily be made in 
of the oblig~ttions of. the High the presence of ' the as- , 
Contracting Par~y under the _se~sors designat_ed · by the . 
present Convention, ·shall be , High Contracting Party · 
made in the presence of desigJ;J.at- . under investigation. · 
ed assessors of the High Contract- . ·' · · · · 
ing Party unde_r i~vestigation_. ~ 

\ ' 
(f). Full records shhll be made 

. of the results ·of examinations 
and · inspections, and shall· be 
communicated to the competent 
authorities : of the states 
concerned, which shall be invited 
to- submit their · observatiOI1s. 
The · said records shall be 
attached as eVidence to . the 
reports, . together Wi,th- . the 

· statements of, the witnesses. · · 
, ... 

, - I . 
~. · In the. carrying-out of any 

investigation provided for in this' 
Convention, informati!)n covering 
any or all of'the following matters 
shall be . exempted . fro)ll presen­
tation to or investigation by .the 
Perm3flent Commissio11, or ~ny 
committee thereof · · 

. (a) ·Technical details of 
design, physical and- chemical 
composition · of . - :materials: 
manufacturing . processes, and 
any matters related to these 
things which constitute a trade 
or national defence secret. · 

~b) ~ecords, public· andfor 
. pnvate, ~n so far as they contain 
mformahon covering prolfuction 
cost, · profit accounting credit 
facilities, intei:nal finande of the 
es~ablishment, correspondence 
With prospective customers 
apart from orders actually 
entered or agreed to, studies and 
plans . for possible. future 
alterations or expansion . of 
manufacturing facilities, m; any 
other correspondence; re.cords 

• or acco~nts pertaining to any 
production or phase - of 
production or accounting except 
the. 3;CCOUnFng of the 'articles 
co~tame~ In Categories l· to 
V mclus!Ve. 
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C~APTER. IV (continued). 
Text· proposed by the 

' French and CaechoaloYak 
delegations. 

(c) Materials, installations, 
operations, production processes, 
and· all industrial construction 
other than that devoted to the 
housing, storage,· or shipment qf 
articles contained in Categories I . 
to V inclusive. · 

·- (d) Articles of Categories I 
to V after they are delivered to 
the armed forces, or have been 
embodied in. the war reserves, 
of the High Contracting Party 
under investigation. · . 

ARTICLE 34· 

Each member of the. Commission 
shall; be entitled to require that, 

:in any report by the Commission, _ 
account shall be taken of the opinions· 
or suggestions put forward by him, 
if. necessary in · the form of a 
separate report. ' · · · · 

ARTICLE 35· 

All reports .. by the Commission 
shall be immediately .communicated 
to the, High Contracting Parties · 
and to the Council of the League 
of Nations. 

ARTICLE 36. 

. (c) · All buildings, with· 
the exception' of those 
devoted to the processing, 
storage, or shipment of 
articles included in 
Categories I fo V. · 

' 

· Text ' proposed by the 
United Kingdom, Italian. and 

- Polish delegations. 
These delegations proposo\ to 'insert an article reading 

as follows : · · 

-.In addition to'the duties 
assigned· to it under this 
Convention, · the. · Per­
manent Disarmament 
Commission will undertake 
such othet duties as may 

·be assigned to it thereafter 
by international agree­
ment. 

· ARTICLE 37· · . . ' 
Within the limits of its compe-­

tence, the Co'!tmission .Shall supply · 
the Council of the League of Nations; 

' with any information and' advice ' 
which ~he Council may request 
of it. 

ARTICLE 38. 
The Commission shall meet· for 

-the first time, on being summoned -
by the Secretary~General· of · the 
League_ of Nations, within three· 
months from the entry .into force 
of the present Convention, to elect 

. _a provisional President and Vice­
President and ta draw up its 
Rule11 of Procedure. . 

Thereafter it shall ·meet at least , 
once a year in ordinary session on 

· the date fixed in its Rules • of · 
Procedure .. 
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CHAPTER IY. (continued). 

It shall also meet in extraordinary. 
session: ' · 

{I) When· such a meeting. is. 
prescrib.ed _ by the present 
Convention; . , 

(2) If its Bureau so decides, 
either of its own motion or at thl} 
request of one of the High 
Contracting Parties; ; 

(3) .At the . request of . the 
Council of the League of Nat~ons. 

In the int~rvals betw~en the 
ordinary and . ext~a~rdina;y 

· sessions of the Comrmss10n, 1ts 
Bureau· shall permanently. _direct,· 
by delegation of the Commission's . 
powers, and withi~ the limits of 
the powers thus delegated;. the 
general activity of the regional . 
committees. 1 

. ARTICLE J9· 
Except in cases. where larger 

· majorities are provided for .under· 
the present Conv11ntion or m the 
Rules · of Procedure of the 
Commission; ·the decisions of the 
Commission . will be · taken by a. 
maf ority of the members present· 
and voting. · · 

A vote may onlY, be taken' on . 
the adoption or amendment of the 
Rules of Procedure of . the 

' Commission if. at least half of the·. 
Hig'ft, Contracting Parties are 
represented at the meeting. . 

A majority ·of two-thirds "of -
the .members present· and voting 
will be: necessary for the , adoption 
of the Rules of Procedure or- · 

· amendments thereof. 
The Commission may only validly 

discuss amendments of the Rules' 
o/ . Procedure provided· that the 
subject of such amendments has bet;n 
. stated specially in the notice of 
meeting. 

ARTICLE 40. 

The general expenditure of the . 
Commission shall form the subject 

, of a special chapter in the· budget 
· of the League of Nations. · 

The High Contracting Parties . 
who are not members of the League 
shall bear a reasonable. share of 
the said expenditure. '4n agreement 
to this effect will be reached between 
these parties and the Secretary­
General of the Commission . . 

The travelUng expenses and 
subsistence allowances of the members· 
of the Commission and their 
substitutes and experts shall be 
paid bytheirrespective Governments. 

The Commission shall draw up· 
regulations relating to the 
expenditure necessitated by its work. 

, 
1 

See obl!ervations of the Uai""d Klagdom, ltalia.a, _Japaaeoe, Polio& and YugoolaY delegations, paragraph 88 of report. 
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Chapter V. 1 

. . 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

' I· . 

The following articles, which have been adopted by the Committee of Jurists, are submitted 
· to Governments for. examination in view of the second reading. 

ARTICLE •(a}. (SUSPENSI?N OF THE CONVENTION).• 

In 1ime of war and without 
: · . prejudice to the rules of neutrality, 
· the provisions of Articles . . . * 

'of the present Convention shall 
be suspended from operation until 

. the restoration of peace so far as 
concerns the manufacture or 
consignp1ent of articles that appear . 
in Categories I to V' inclusive, on 
behalf . of ·or to the belligerents. 

.. ARTICLE (b) {NEUTRALITY). 14 

'It is hereby. declared that in 
such measure as a High Contract­

. ing Party can remain neutral in 
conformity with its international 
undertakings the · said High 
Contracting Party shall not be 
bound to prevent ·the export or 

'transit for the use of either 
belligerent of the articles appearing 

. in Categories I te V inclusive. 

Article 1 proposed by the 
Italian delegation. 

In the event of a High 
Contracting Party being 
engaged in war, such 
Power shall Jiot use as a 
vessel of war any vessel 
of war which may be 
under construction .within 
its jurisdictiOJl for any 
other Power, or which 
may have been constr11cted 
within its jurisdiction for 

. another Power . and not 
delivered. 

· Article (b)' bis • proposed 
by the Spanish, French and 
U.S.S.R. delegations . 

I. The High Contracting 
Parties agree, should 
occasion arise, to take the 
necessary steps to prohibit 
exports and consignments 
in transit of the articles 
included in Categories I 
to V intended for a State 
recognised as an aggressor. 

' ' 

2. They will .jurther 
endeavour· to make. 
effective, within their 
respective spheres, of 
jurisdiction, any measures 
of embargo that the 
unjustified development of 
the manufacture or 
import of such articles 
in any country. may lead 
the Permanent Commis­
sion to recommend for the 
purpose of maintaining the 
application of the present 
Convention. · · 

• The articles referred to ,!lre those providing for publicity and, in certain circumstances, control. 
• See report by the Committee or Jurists, Annex I, page 822. 
• See observation by tlie French delegation, paragraph 94 of report. 
• See observation in paragraph 84 of report. · 
·• See r~servation bX the U.S.S.R. delegation, paragraph 91 of report. 
• See observations in paragraph 90 of report. · 

\ 
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CHAPTER V (continued) . . 

ARTICLE (c) (DEROGATIONS). 1 1 8
' 

If, . during the term of the 
present Convention •. a ch~ge of 
circumstances constitutes, m the 
opinion of any High Contra?ting 
Party, a menace to its national 
security, such party .ma:y suspend· 

· temporarily the application of the 
provisions of . Articles • . , • : 

Such ··suspension . shall c~m­
pulsorily extend, tf the . High. 
Contracting Party so request,s, to 
manufactures effected on its behalf 
in the territory of other States 
and to exports consigned to it. 
. Every , suspensi?n sh~. be 

subject to the followmg conditions: . 
· . (a) That . the .. contracti;ng · 
p'arly. shall 1mmedi~tely. no~fy 
the other contracting parties, 
and · at the same time the 
Permanent Disarmament Com- . 
mission, through the Secretary­
General of . the League . of 
Nations, of such temporary­
suspension ; . . . 
' (b) That, simultaneously. 
with the said ,notification; the 

. contracting party shall com- . 
municate to the other contract­
ing parties, and at th~ same time · 
to the Permanent DISarmament 
CommiSsion, through the. 
Secretary-General, a full expla­
nation of the · changP of 

·circumstances referred to abqve; 
The Permanent · Disarmament 

Commission shall meet · without 
delay, and its members shall advise 
as to the situation thus presented. · 

When the reasons for this 
temporary suspension have ceased 
to exist, the said High Contracting 
Party. will resume the observance 

· of the provisions ·of the ·present 
Convention and will make 
immediate notification to the' other 
High. Contracting Parties, and, 
through the Secretary-General of 
the League of Nations, to the Per­
manent Disarmament Commission. 

AR~IcLE (a) (TREAn:Es oF coM::MERCE). 

Th~ High Contracting Parties. 
agree that the refusal of any 
High Contracting Party to issue 
an export licence for, or permit 
the ttansit • of,· articles coming 
under Categories· I to V shall not 
be considered as constituting a 
contravention _of any treaty 
stipulation subsisting between 

. themselves prohibiting the placing 
of restrictions on the exportation 
or transit of articles of commerce. 

1 See observation of the Uaited State• delegation, paragraph 92 of report. 
• See observation of the Uaited Kiagdom delegation, paragraph 93 of report. 
• See observations by the Freaeh delegation, paragraph 94 of report. 
• See reservation by the U.S.S.R. delegation, paragraph 95 of report. · 

. • 113 the proceedings of the Transit Committee have not yet been terminated, the question of transit 
15 r.,..,rved. . 
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'III. OBSERVATION,S AND RESERVATIONS REGARDING 

THE DRAFT TEXTS. 

PREAMBLE. 

(See Report by the Committee of Jurists (Ann~x I).) . . . 

· 20. All the delegations accept the idea of a preamble, but the majority of the Committee 
considerthat its text'should not be definitively drawn up until later. In the opinion of the · 
United Kingdom delegation, this preamble should take the place of Article 2 of the original 
draft (document Conf.D.r67), in so far as the mention of public international order is concerned .. 
This proposal .is supported by·the delegations of Italy, Japan and Poland. Other delegations, 
while accepting the idea of a. preamble, urge the necessity of inserting in the text of the 

'Convention soine articles in which certain obligations to be assumed by the contracting parties 
under the Convention would be explicitly stated. · . , . 

CHAPTER I.. 

·.Article r. 

2I. Text proposed by the Co'mmittee of Jurists; see the report of thiS Committee, 
4-nnex I. ' 

Article 3· 

. 22. •, The' Rapporteur's proposal to omit this article. was supported by the delegations 
. of penmark, Poland, Sweden and Switzerland. ·. · . . · . 

Article 4· 

23 .. Text adopted by the Technical Committee on Manufacture and Categories. 

The reservations and observations subritted in this Committee (document Conf.D./ 
. C.C.F./C.T.24(r)) were as follows : , · . · · 
· In adopting document. ·Conf.D)C.C.F./C.T.z2(r), the Technical Committee .considered 
that.this document was only an'attempt at solutions of a purely tecl).nical character, and was 
only accepted by the members of the Technical Committee with reservations as to the assent 
of their respective Governments; . · . . , · · 

Reservation by the delegation·· of the U.S.S.R. supported by the delegations of 
Czechoslovakia and Poland. Appliances and substances exclusively intended for chemical 
and incendiary warfare do not figure in the categories of arms and implements of war to be · 

··subjected, to regulation under the draft. . · . · · 
· ·In this connection the U.S.S.R. delegation has proposed the text shown on page 9 of the 

draft, supported by the delegations of Poland. and Czechoslovakia. · 
. The Soviet delegation consequently feels that it must draw attention once more to the 
fact that the Gen.eva Protocol of June r7th, rgzs, .regarding the prohibition of chemical 

·weapons, is still,.unfortunately, awaiting ratification by several States, while the development 
. of chemical means of warfare in recent years represents a considerable danger. · 

Hence the U.S.S.~. delegation reserves its attitude on :this problem and considers it 
necessary to raise the point on.::e more at.a plenary meeting of the Committee or of the General 
Commission:~ · . . . . · · · . · ' 

·. -As a result of discussions in the. Committee on Categories, gunpowder and explosives are 
mentioned only in connection with the articles enumerated in Item 4 of Category I. · : . · 

Nevertheless, the manufacture of and trade in· gunpowder, explosives and their raw 
materials are, 'in certain cases, directly connected with military requirements. For this reason 
the U.S.S.R. delegation insists on the inclusion in Category IV (appliances and substances) . 
of its amendment appearing in the Draft Texts. · . . · 

The majority of the Committee was unable to accept the amendment proposed by ~he 
Soviet delegation il). regard to appliances and substances destined exclusively for chemical 
and incendiarywarfare. It was pointed out that the Special Committee on Chemical Warfare 
set up by the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments had, after a full 
examin'ation of the question, found it 'impossible, from a technical point of view, to draw 
up a list of these appliances and substances, for the reasons given in its report (document 
Conf.D.r52, of December r3th, r932). 

· 24. · The Japanese delegation entirely reserves its .attitude on the question oi categ01;ies, 
it having no military expert available at the moment.. · . . 

. · 25. . The French representative stated that th~ arrangement proposed could not be 
regarded as definitely·established until the treatment applicable to each category had been 
fixed and the suggestions of the Technical Committee on Expenditure discussed ; he reserved 

·the French delE;gation's full freedom.of action in the event that certain relevant provisions are 
modified in the course of subsequent discussion. 
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2 6. The Swedish and Swiss delegations reserve their. att~~ude i? regard to chemical 
materials until a sufficiently clear definition of the expressiOn Applian~es and substap.ces 
exclusively intended for chemical and incendiary warfare". has been fou.nd. They consider, 
further, that it would be regrettable ip. the present ~o?ventiop. to aut~onse the manufacture 
of and trade in aims of which the use IS already prohibited by mternabonal law. 

27. The Czechoslovak delegation drew th~ a!tention of the Technical Committee to t~e · 
necessity of mentioning in Category III the pnncipal component parts manufa~tured for air 
armaments. This is why it could not accept the actual text of Category pi, and It has made a 
reservation on this point. ·, 

CHAPTER 'II. 

Article 5· ' 

28. As a consequen~e of its reservation embodied in the report of the :rechnical 
Committee on Manufacture and Categories (see paragraph 25), the French delegation states 
that, until Categories III and V have been recast an_d as long as Category V includes esserttial 
spare parts of military aircraft, the Frenc~ delegation can oi?-lY accept the above t.ext on 
condition that there be added to the articles of the categones enumerated the articles of 
headings 2, 3 and 4 of Category Y as regards aircraft in Category III. 

29. In regard to the provisions of Articles 5, 6 and 7 as a whole, the Polish delegation 
considers that the manufacture of material, iftduded in Category V, should be subjected to the 
same publicity as the m~terial in Categories I and III, with the exception of publicity of orders. 

3o. The Japanese and Italian delegations accept the text proposed by the Committ~e 
for the first paragraph, with the exception of the words" and in the case of such establishment, 
an authorisation ". 

31. The delegations of the United Kingdom,Japanand Italy cannot accept the. second 
paragraph of this article. 

32. The Committee is in agreement in considering that the provisions of this paragraph 
do not apply to the manufacture of prototypes, models or experimental materials. 

1 Article 6. 

33, The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposes to replace the \VOrds ."five years" 
by " two years ". 

34· The United Kingdom, Itali~n anjl Japa;,_ese delegations state that they cannot 
agree to the principle of publicity of orders and therefore cannot acceptthe last paragraph 
of Article 6. 

?5· In r~ard to the additional text, the Spanish delegation is in favour of it, but 
considers that It would be difficult to introduce it in a convention of limited scope. 

The French delegation is also in agreement with the principles stated in the additional 
text. 

ArtiCle 7· · 

36. The Czechosl?vak d_elegation agrees on the principle of Article 7 and of the texts 
pro~osed. It reserves Its attitude, however, in regard to completing these texts in certain 
particular aspects. , · · · 

37· The Japanese delegation entirely reserves its attitude in regard to paragraphs A C 
D, E, and the proposed additional texts. ' ' 

38. The. Soviet delegation .s!ates that it. can accept paragraph A of Article 7 adopted 
!>Y the Comrmttee only on condition that Article 5 and all the rest of Article 7 are adopted 
m the Franco-American text with the additional French texts·. 

~e. Soviet delegati<;m reserves th~ right to revert, at. second reading, to the question of 
superv!Sloll: of the capacity of production of State and pnvate establishments manufacturing 
arms and Implements of war. · 

39· -r:he Polish dele~ation states that it is understood that the first list to be sent in 
~eferred tom paragraph A_should contain copies of all the licences in force at the time of entry 
mto force of the Convention. 

40.. In view of the system of publicity proposed by them, the United Kingdom and Italian 
delegations ~anno~ accept parag~aph C (I) (a). . , 

~e Umted.Kmgdom delegatwn.accepts paragraph C (r) (b), in regard to an annual return 
~h~~ng ee n~b~naAI d<:fence expenditure proposed for the manufacture and purchase of articles 
1
tnh e ca dgonades .m rbcle 4, and the Italian delegation reserves its attitude on this point for e secon re mg. 



41. The Swiss, Polish and Swedish delegations have no objection to offer to a system 
of preliminary quantitative publicity but, in view of the opposition to this system by the 
delegations of certain important States and in view of the importance they attach to the 
effective conclusion of a draft Convention, modest perhaps but capable of realisation, they 
prefer, in a spirit of conciliation and for practical reasons, to reserve tlieir attitude. 

42. The French delegation approves the general principle stated in paragraph C (r) (c), 
but considers that it would be better to combine this proposal with that in paragraph 2 of 
Article s. -

'43· As regards the additional text, paragraph C (2), proposed by the French delegation, 
this delegation states that it does not intend to subject to preliminary notice of putting into 
manufacture more than a very limited number of particularly important articles. 

I ' 

44· The United Kingdom delegation recognised that the additional text proposed by the 
.French delegation contained a valuable idea, but pointed out that it had never been discussed, 
at any !ate in that form, This text therefore called for a reservation by the United Kingdom 
delegation. . 

• 
45· The Belgian delegation was not opposed to the principle stated in the additional 

text proposed by the French delegation, but found it interesting and thought that it should be 
examined later. That principle, however, formed the subject of a text which was still indefinite, 
and the Belgian delegation's adherence to the principle would depend on the arms and 
implements of war to which the preliminary notice would ultimately apply .. 

The United States, Danish and Swedish delegations associated themselves with these 
observations. 

46. For the reasons given in regard to Article 6, the United Kingdom and Italian 
delegations cannot accept paragraph D. 

47· The Belgian, Swedish, Czechoslovak and Swiss delegations state that they are 
prepared to furnish the information referred to in Article 7 D, under reserve of an agreement 
on the steps to be taken to prevent the danger of unfair competition . 

. 48. As the publiCity of orders applies to articles in Category V, the French' delegation 
requests that the information referred to in paragraph (b) should include, if necessary, in 
regard to these articles, the name and address of the private individual or the firm for whose 
account the order ·is given. ' 

· 49· For the reasons given in their reserve in regard to paragraph' C (r) (a), the United 
Kingdom and Italian delegations are unable to accept paragraph E. 

so. The Czechoslovak delegation wishes to add at the end of Article 7 the following 
paragraph : · 

" All the documents enumerated in this article and forwarded to the Permanent 
Disarmament Commission in regard to orders will be considered strictly confidential and 
will only be published with the permission of the interested High Contracting Party." 

' CHAPTER III. 

sr. The Polish delegation declares that it will make its acceptance of the whole of the 
chapter on trade in arms, ammunition and other implements of war conditional upon the 
insertion in this chapter of an· article expressly providing that the provisions of this chapter 
shall not apply to transport under the conditions specified in the Polish-German Agreements 
of April 21st, 1921, and February 14th, 1933, or to transport by Poland within the limits of the 
Polish Customs territory. In this connection, the Polish delegation refers to Point ro of the 
report of the· Committee of Jurists (Annex r, page 82g). 

Article 8. 

52. The French delegation recalls that, to the text regarding import and export permits 
(declarations), it has proposed the addition of a paragraph iri the following terms: 

" The proposed itinerary· and the names of the countries through which the 
implements will pass in transit." 

As the question of transit has been reserved, it has provisionally withdrawn this paragraph, 
but it wishes to take this opportunity of stating that, in its opinion, it is essential that the 
Permanent Commission should be notified in good time, if not of the itinerary, at least of the 
points at which articles falling within the categories in Article 4 are to leave and enter 
the territory of the contracting parties. 

53· The U.S.S.R. and French delegations accept the text proposed by the Committee, 
subject to the insertion of the provis~ons regarding transit. 

54· The United Kingdom, Italian and Japanese delegations are only prepared to accept 
the texts of both sub-paragraphs (a) of Article 8-as regards both export and import licences­
in connection with their proposals for Article g. 
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· · 55. The Polish delegation considers, that th_e particulars ~eq~ed a~d the time~limits 
allowed for publicity in regru:d to trade in an~~ will have to be tdentlc_al WI~h th~ particulars 
and time-limits provided for m regard to publicity of man~facture. This attit~de Is prompted 
by the necessity for maintaining equality between producmg and. non-producmg_ States. . 

· In view of the foregoing, the Polish de~egation canno~ accept either the present text '?r any 
other texts of Articles 8 and g, unless therr terms are stnc~l~ an_alogous to those of ~trcle 7· . 

In any case, the Polish delegation considers that publicity m regard to value WI!! not m 
itself be sufficient. · 

' The Afghan delegation associates itself with this reservation. 

56. The Turkish and Iranian delegation~ reserve their attitude regarding' Articles 8 and. 
9 until such time as Article 7 has been given xts final form.. · . · . 

57· The Turkish delegation asks that, in Artic~e 8, paragraph .i:, the words " and the 
import of articles in Categories I to III, inclusive, of Article4 " and '~export or" be deleted. 

58. The United Kingdom, Italian, Japanese and Swiss delegations reserve their attitude 
as regards the words "with a reference to the original order" in paragraph (b) of Article 8. 

59·· The French, Spanish and Chinese delegations accept the principle laid down in the 
additiop.al text to Article 8 proposed by the U .. S.S.R. delegatio~.. . . 

ArUcle g . 

. 6o. The final attitude of the Czechoslovakdelegation as··regards the text of Article 9 
proposed by the Committee will depend upon the decision taken in respect of the Czechoslovak 

· amendments to Articles 1 and g, which are in the following terms : . · · 

Article 7, draft paragraph (c), _as follows : 

· " A list· of orders' actually passed or accepted,. fro~ whatever source received, within 
thirty days following the acceptance of such orders by the establishments. holding licences 
and by the State establishments. The list of orders ·shall comprise the ·following 
headings: •... · · ... ·· 

" All these lists ·of orders shall be regarded by the Permanent Disarmament 
Commission as strictly confidential and shall only be published with the consent of the 
High Contracting Party concerned." · 

:Add to Article 9 the following paragraph : 

" The export and import permits presented by the High Contracting Parties shall be 
regarded as strictly confidential and shall only be published with the consent of the· 
High Contracting Party concerned." · · 

Article II. 
' ' 

6~. . The ~panish ~elega~ion is of OJ?inion that, as Articl~ II deals with the exceptions t~ 
the pnncipl~ l_ard d?wn m. ~Icle 10, Article II, paragraph 2, should be deleted, since the arms 
and a~muni~on wxth which It _deals ll!esupp~ed to rifle associations through the Government 
of the tmportmg country. This special case Is not therefore a: derogation from the principle 
laid down in Article 10. · : . · . · . 

_62: Text proposed by the delegation of the U.S.S.R.; supported by the delegation~ of France,· 
Spam, Denmark ana Czechoslovakia. . · . . 

Insert the following sentence after Article ·II, par~graph 2: 

" In authorising ri~e associations to import the article~· abov.e referred to, 
Government~ must take mto account the· membership of the said associations and their 
nonnal requrrements in shooting articles." · 

ArUcles 12 ana I3.' 

63. ~e Turkish delegation reserves its attitude as regards the first paragraph ofArticl~ 
12 and Article 13. · · · · 

Article 14. 
- . . . 

. 64. The ~rench ·and Swedish delegations point out that the text pro osed ·for 
Arbc!e 14 d_uphcate~ the Committ~e's proposed text for Article 8, paragraph ~ (import. 
permits), which applies, not only to Categories I and· III but also to Cate or II ·These 

• delegations therefore consider t_hat Article 14 should be omitted and that, if nec~ssiry; ArtiCle 8 
should ~e expanded so as to Incorporate the proposals of the United Kingdom and Italian . delegations. . . · · · 



Article 16. 

65. (Seethe report 'of the Committee of Jurists (Annex I}, which was not discussed by the 
Committee in plenary session. The Committee of Jurists examined the texts reproduced in this 
report from a legal point of view only, as the majority of the delegations had not received 
instructions enabling them to make statements on their political aspect. The texts are therefore 
submitted to Governments with a view to a second reading.) . 

· 66. The Spanish delegation points out that paragraph (a) cannot in any way affect the 
mandates system as set up under Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations. 

67. The U.S.S.R. delegation, believing that the provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) 
might give rise to abuses, has entered a reservation regarding these paragraphs. 

68. The Polish delegation cannot finally commit itself on the subject of paragraphs (a) 
and (b), as these paragraphs deal with certain special situations which. the Polish delegation 
does not contest, but to whose exclusion from the sphere of application of the Convention it 
cannot consent as long as other special situations are not expressly exempted from the 
provisions of the Convention. · 

. 6g. The Iranian delegation reserved its attitude towards paragraph (a), which contained 
the following phrase : " . . . or from a territory in which a High Contracting Party enjoys 
special political or military rights I under international instruments . . . ". These words 
justified certain apprehensions which the delegate of Iran had felt from the very beginning of 
the jurists' discussion. , -

The Iranian delegation also reserved its attitude regarding paragraphs (b) and (c). 

70. The Chinese delegation repeated the formal reservations it had submitted regarding 
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c), which opened the _door for smuggling and were not in their right 
place in the chapter dealing with trade. It pointed out that the provisions contained in those 
paragraphs had been taken from the 1925 Convention, which had not been ratified by China. 
Lastly, the report of the Committee of Jurists had not been drawn up, in regard to this point, 
on the lines proposed by the Chinese delegation, which had suggested a mere statement on 
the matter. 

7!. The Turkish delegation observed that the object of the draft Convention was to 
inform States as to the armaments of their neighbours. In its opinion it would be necessary, 
in order completely to attain that object, to take account of certain special regimes. A similar 
question arose with regard to the effectives maintained by certain oversea countries. While 
it did not wish to go into the substance of the article, it was anxious to make every reservation 
regarding paragraphs (a), (b) and (c). 

_ 72. The Afghan delegation reserved its attitude towards paragraphs (a), (b) and (c). 

7J· The U.S.S.R. delegation accepted the text of the final article proposed by the 
-French delegation, subject to drafting amendments. · 

The Turkish delegation also approved of the article in principle, but pointed out that its 
effect would be to render national legislation regarding contraband in general applicable to 
.contraband within the meaning of the Convention, and for that reason it would be advisable 
for manufacture to be included -as well as transit. 

CHAPTER IV. 

74· The Chairman of the Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions pointed out to the 
Committee that the texts appearing in the middle column were based directly on the original 
United States draft, in which merely formal amendments had been made. 

75· The delegation of the U.S.S.R. submitted, in connection With Chapter IV, a general 
reservation in the following-terms : 

"The delegation of the U.S.S.R. considers that supervision over the manufacture of 
and trade in arms should be international in character and that all the information 
provided for in the future Convention should be communicated to an· international organ 
of control at Geneva. As the present progress of the Committee's work does not yet 
permit of giving a name to that organ or of defining its functions exactly, the delegation 
of the U.S.S.R. can accept the articles of the Convention relating to publicity 
and supervision only subject to a reservation concerning the name and functions of the 
future international organ. 

" Regarding the verification and checking of the information and documents by an 
international body at Geneva as inadequate, the delegation of the U.S.S.R. agrees that all 
the necessary verification shall be carried out at the actual place of manufacture. Such 

.control must be real and rapid and must apply both to the manufacture of and to traffic 
in arms. · · 

"Further, noting the divergence of views eXisting in the Committee on the essential 
points of the future Convention and being unable to foresee what will finally remain of the 

' '· 
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chapters relating to the manufacture of and trade in arm;s, the delegation of the U.S.S.R. 
cannot yet express a detailed opinion on the v:arious a.rhcle~- of Chapt':r .IV. 

" Accordingly, while accepting as a basts. f?r discuss10n the ongtnal text o~ th.~ 
United States draft, it reserves the right to subrmt 1ts amendments at the second readmg. 

76. The Turkish delegation pointed out repeatedly the close connection that .exists 
between Chapter IV, concerning control, and the chapters concerning the manufacture of and 
trade in arms. The J?Urpose of control not having yet been defined in concre~e. form; the 
Turkish delegation thmks it natural that it should be unable to express an optmon o.n the 
chapter relating to control. · 

The Turkish delegation stated also that it insisted on a regime of perfect equality for the 
countries manufacturing arms and for those which do not manufacture them. · 

The Turkish delegation was gratified to find that the. efforts of all the delegates 
were directed towards the same object and to note in particular that the arguments advanced 
by the United States and French delegations in one sense and those of the United Kingdom 
and Italian delegations in another were in agreement on that point: 

Nevertheless, before the other chapters assume a definite concrete form, the Turkish 
delegation is obliged, for the reasons already set forth, completely to reserve its attitude in 
regard to the articles of Chapter IV concerning control until the second reading. 

77· The Yugoslav delegation a~sociated itself with the Turkish delegation's' reservation. 

Article 19. 

78. The Turkish delegation, supported by the Polish delegation, submitted a reservation 
concerning the first paragraph of this article, to the effect that tb,e experts referred to in the 
said paragraph must be selected by a two-,thirds majority. 

79· The United Kingdom, Italian, Japanese arid l;>olish delegations proposed the deletion 
of paragraph 2. 

Article 22. 

So. The United Kingdom, Italian, Japanese and Polish delegations proposed the deletion 
of paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this article. . · 

Article . 24. 

81. The United Kingdom, Italian, Japanese and Polish delegations asked for the deletion 
?f the _words " unless the said information is within the scope of the exemptions provided for 
m Arttcle 33, paragraph z ", and referred, in this connection, to their amendment relating to 
Articles 29 to 33, which appears opposite Article 29. · 

Article 25. 

82. The Polish delegation proposed the deletion of paragraph I of this article. 

83. The United Kingdom, Italian, Japanese, Polish Yugoslav and Turkish delegations 
proposed the deletion of paragraph 3· , . ' . ' 

Article 26. 

84. The. Turkish and Yugoslav delegations proposed the deletion of this article. 

85. As r~ar~ Articl': 26 and the othe.r provisio~s relatin~ to the evidence of private 
persons, unofiicral mformahon, etc., the Pohsh delegation submttted a reservation. 

It_ asks for the deleti?n of these provis.ions, because it considers that supervision over the 
execuhon of the ~onyenbon should be s~nctly based on the responsibility of the contracting 
States,, ~nd that 1t .ts necessary, accordin.g~y! to avoid introducing into the machinery of 
supervlSlon non-ofiicral elements whose achVlhes would not be covered by the responsibility 
of any State. · 

Article 27. 

86. !Jle ~ugoslav and Turkish delegations submitted a reservation on the whole of the text of this arhcle. · . 

th 87·ds-:r;?e United. Ki~gdom, Japanese and Italian delegations asked for th~ deletion of 
e wor whet.her m vrrtue of Article 25 or", in view of the amendment which they had 

proposed to Arttcle 25. 

Article 38. 

the JettiJnh~f~~~~~s~ngdom, hltalfiatnh! Poli~h, J.apa~ese and ~ugos.lav delegations asked for 
paragrap o ts article, m Vlew of thetr attitude towards Article 22. 
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CHAPTER V. - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

(See report by the Committee of Jurists (Annex 1).) 

This report has not been examined by the Committee. 

· 8g. The article proposed by the ·Italian delegation has not been examined by the 
.Comt?itt~e nor by the. Committee of Jurists. It i~ inserted in Chapter V with-a view to its 
exammabon by Governments for the_ second reading. · 

go. Article (b) bis, proposed by the French, Spanish and Soviet delegations, has not been 
examined by the Committee nor by the Committee of Jurists. It is inserted in Chapter V with 
a view to its examination by Governments for the. second reading. . 

91. . The U.S.S.R. delegation reserves its attitude concerning Article (b). 

Article (c). Derogations. 

92. The delegation of the United States says that it cannot accept this article. 

93· The United Kingdom delegation refers to the reserve it has made in the Committee 
of Jurists (page Io of report, document Conf.D./C.C.F.gg) (Annex I to this report). 

94· The French delegation desires to refer to the reservations which it made in the 
Committee of Jurists, both as regards the introduction of a neutrality clause into the 
Convention, and as regards the general system of Articles (a), (b), and (c) of Chapter V, as 
proposed by that Committee. . 
· Leaving the ".neutral " States completely free to supply armaments to the belligerent 
countries, suspending all publicity or inspection of manufactures or consignments intended 

· -or alleged to be intended-for those countries, and thereby rendering inevitable successive 
suspensions by those contracting parties whose security is threatened by such a state of affairs, 
the operation of the provisions of these three articles is liable, as soon as an armed conflict 
should break out anywhere, to impair very seriously the system of controlled publicity which 
it is sought to establish, and may even gradually render the whole application of the Convention 
nugatory.. . · 

, At the same time, the French delegation is the :first to maintain that a State cannot 
alienate its freedom of action in the event of a threat to its security, except in favour of a system 

· of international guarantees which is sufficiently effectual to prevent conflicts or any unjustifiable 
increase in the armament manufactures or imports of any country. 

It therefore suggests that, in the :first place, the Permanent Commission, acting in concert 
·with the Council of the League, should be given the necessary powers to safeguard the 
application of the Conv~ntion in the event of an international crisis. Among other measures 
which, in this connection, the Commission should be able to recommend with the certainty 
that its recommendations will be carried out, the French delegation would emphasise the 
essential importance of the measures of embargo contemplated in the additional article (b)bis 
proposed by the Spanish, French and U.S.S.R. delegations. 

95· The U.S.S.R. delegation reminded the Committee of the definitely negative attitude 
it had adopted from the outset of the work of the Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament 
Conference concerning the right of the contracting parties to depart from the provisions of 
the future Convention. 

It accordingly reserved its attitude towards derogations and worild revert to the matter 
during the second reading. · 
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ANNEX I. 
Conf.D.fC.C.F.gg. 
Conf.D.fC.C.F.fC.J.I3(I). 

Geneva, April 6th, 1935. 

REPORT BY THE COMMITTEE OF JURISTS. 

Rapporteur: M. C. GoRGE .(Switzerland), 
. .. . : 

Tl!_e Committee of Jurists, to which a number of questions had been ~eferred, accomplished 
its task in the course of ten meeting~ held between March 27th and Apnl 6th, I935, '!lnder. the 
chairmanship of M- C. Gorge (Switzerland).. _ . . . - . : . 

The Committee of Jurists thought it desrrable ~o ~egm by decrdmg what method rt sh~uld 
follow-whether it should frame texts or merely mdrcate the legal aspects of the questions. 
It came to the conclusion that it should do all in its power fo facilitate the work of the plenary 
Committee, and that it might consequently find it expedient both to give opinions and to 
propose formulre calculated to· eliminate or diminis~ the difficulties, ~nd so to bring a~out or· 
pave tire way for agreement in the plenary Commrttee. The questions referred to rt were 
exhaustively discussed, and it was able to realise how inter~sting, how important, and ~lso, 
in many cases, h!>w complicated they were. The debates, which were ':'er:y: lengthy, especrally 
in regard to the application of the Convention iii time of war and rts mfluence upon the 
conception of neutrality, need not be gone into here. It will suffice to summarise the results 
obtained, indicating certain of the difficulties_ that ha~ to be confronted. 

I. ARTICLE 2 OF THE DRAFT All.TICLEs· SUBMITTED BY THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION. 

· Article 2 of the American draft reads as follows : 
" The manufacture of and the trade in arms and implements ofwar being matters of 

interest to public international order, the High Contracting Parties assume entire 
responsibility for the control of these matters in the territories under their respective 
jurisdictions." . . 
In the course of an early discussion in the full Committee, the French and American 

delegations submitted a new text designed to define more clearly the scope of the original article 
in tire American draft. This text was as follows : . 

" The High Contracting Parties agree that the manufacture of and trade in arms and 
implements of .war are matters of interest to public international order. ' They. will 

· accordingly· assume, in conformity with the provisions of the present Convention, 
responsibility for the national control of these matters, with a view to ensuring the 
communication and guaranteeing the correctness of the publicity documents referred to 
below.'~ . . · · , 

The Committee of Jurists found that this text gave rise to certain objections on the part 
of the United Kingdom and Italian delegations, which felt that the statement that "the 
manufacture of and trade in arms and implements of war are matters of interest to public 
international order" laid down, in a very general form, a principle of 'international law of 
which it was difficult to determine accurately the consequences. . . . · 

After an exhaustive examination of the question, the Committee of Jurists succeeded 
in reconciling the different views in the following formula : · - . . _ 

" Each High Contracting Party assumes, in the territories under its jurisdiction, 'full 
responsibility for the supervision which is to be exercised over the manufacture of and 
trade in. the. articles referred to in Article . . . with a view. to ensuring the regular:· 
commumcatron and the accuracy of the documents for publicity provided for in the 
present Convention." · 

This text thus lays down the national responsibility of a State as regards the control 
of the manufact?r~ of and tra~e in arms in its territory. Expressed positively, this principle 
rep~esents the mrmmum on whrch all the delegations were able to agree. Moreover, it in no way 
prejudges the control procedure instituted by the Convention. 

From this !esponsi?ility of the State it follows, as has been pointed out, that in all cases, 
and m~r~ particularly m the ~ase of proved or presumed irregularities, the State with the 
resJ?Onsrb1lity defined above will be bound to produce all explanations and proofs which may · 
be JUdged necessary. -

Certain delegat!ons pointed out, however, that they would not accept the principle as 
stated above unle~s rt wa.s supple!llented, a~ any rate in the preamble to the draft Convention, 
by a clause relatmg to mternatlonal pubhc order. · 



2. PREAMBLE. 

The Committee of Jurists, after exami~ing the question of the mention of public 
international order in .the preamble to the Convention, thought that it would be preferable 
not' to make any· proposals in this connection at present. On the. one hand, it would appear to 
be .. better not·to draft the preamble until the Committee's work on the actual articles of the 
Convention is concluded. · · · · 

On·the other hand, while the members of the Committee of Jurists agreed to the preamble 
containing a mention of international public order, considerable differences of opinion were 
found to· exist as to the precise meaning to be given to this expression. Some of the delegations 
express~d a preferenc~ for the text submitted by the United Kingdom delegation, which 
simply aims at laying down the principle that the contracting parties are obliged to take the 
necessary steps to see that the manufacture of arms in their territory is not of a nature to 
disturb public international order. 1 · · · 

. · Other delegations, on the contrary! would like the preamble to reproduce a formula 
similar to that containe_d in Article 2 of the American draft, laying down the principle that the 
manufacture of and trade in arms, wherever they took place, were henceforth matters of 
interest to the whole international community. • . . · . . 

3· ARTICLE I6. 

The Committee adopted the following t.ext : 

" A rlicle r6. ' ' 

" The following shall not be regarded a5 exportation or importation within the. 
meaning. of the pr~sent Convention : 

. . 
" (a) ·The shipment of articles coming under Categories I to V of Article . . . 

'from' a: territory placed under the sovereignty, jurisdiction, protection or tutelage 
of a High Contracting Party, or frcim a territory in which a High Contracting Party 

"enj()ys special political or military rights. under international instr~ments, and 
intended for. the us~ of the armed.forces of such High Contracting Party, wherever 

·situated ; . · . . 
. ' 

" (b) The transfer by the High Contracting Party concerned of articles coming 
under Categories I to V of Article .. .. . . from a country to which such articles may 
have been shipped as. provided in paragraph (a) ; 

" (c) The carrying of arms or ammunition by persons belonging to the forces 
referred to in- paragraph (a) or by other persons in the service of a High Contracting 
Party, when such articles are required by those persons by reason of their duties 
orfor their personal defence ; 

~· (d). The carrying of rifles, carbines, and the necessary ammunition therefor, 
intended exclusively for their own individual use, by members of rifle clubs proceeding 
to international ma~ksmanship competi~ions ;· 

. " (e) The movement of civil aircraft duly registered as such whe'n engaged in 
{r) commercial transport, {2) industrial or co~mercial flights, (3)' touring flights; 

" (/) The ,carryiD.g of arms or ammunition carried by the personnel of civil 
aircraft on international routes, to be used for. the defence of individuals, passengers 
or. ·personnel of the aircraft." 

This text relates to certain clearly defined cases in which the Convention would not be 
· applicable. T4e. general scheme has been taken from the Convention of June 17th, 1925 

(Article 32). · . · · · ·· · 
The Committee considered whetherit was desirable to lay down a general principle to the 

effect that the Convention would not be applicable between territories coming under the same 

1 See document Conf.D.fC.C.F.sS .. 
" Preamble. 

" The High Contracting Parties, · . · 
. " Recognising their entire responsibility for ensuring that the manufacture of and trade in arms 
and implements of war are only conducted in their territories in conditions which will safeguard public 
international order and will facilitate, in particular cases, the prompt enforcement of any international 
action which may be agreed upon with a view to preventing or restricting the supply of arms and 
implements pf war : · 

· · · " Have decided to conclude a Convention with the following objects." 

• See document Conf.D.fC.C.F.sS., 
· ~· Articlti 2. • . 

. " The manJJfacture of and the trade in arms and implements of war ·being matters of interest 
to public international order, the High Contracting Parties assume entire responsibility for the control 

· of these matters in the territories under thei~ respective_ jurisdictions." 
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sovereignty or the same Customs regime. 1 After careful exa.zni!lation and fo! re~sons similar to 
those which had prevailed at the ~92~ Conference, the maJonty ofthe Comm.1ttee expressed 
the opinion that a provision of th1s kind was not necessary. • . . . 

The Chinese delegation made a proposal on different lines in regard to· th1s que_shon. It· 
was anxious that the shipments of arms in question, which members of the Comm1ttee as a 
whole regarded simply as transports not of an iD;ternationa~ ~haracter ~1?-d not as real expo~ts 
and imports, should be made subject to the ordmary pubhc~ty f?rmahties .. In supp?rt. of lts 
proposal, the Chinese delegation u~ged the danger of the diverswn and m1sappropnation of 
war material in the case of long-distance transp~rts. . 

The wording of this article calls for the followmg observations: 

Preamble. - The wo~ding of the American draft • has been slig~tly modified. The text 
submitted by the Committee is shorter and appears to be more defimte., . 

Paragraph (a). - This par;graph reproduces the text. of t~e A~erican ?raft, with ~he 
addition to the list of the following words : " Or from a tern tory m which a H1gh Contractmg 
Party enjoys special political or military rights. under international instrume~ts ·:. . . 

· This addition covers the case of territones other than the home terntones, colomes, 
territories under protectorate or mandate, in which the High Contractin&' Party has the right 
to maintain armed forces. 

Paragraph (b). - This is a new paragraph. However, the case already appears t~· be 
covered by paragraph (a). This new :paragraph' was inserted a~ the request ?f the Umted 
Kingdom delegation to cover the spec1al case of the reforwardmg of the articles from the 
territories enumerated in the previous paragraph. 

Paragraph (c). - This paragraph corresponds to paragraph (b) of the American draft, 
the text of which it reproduces ; the words " or for their personal defence " were added at the 
request of the Chinese delegation. 

Paragraph (d). - This paragraph corresponds to paragraph (c) of the American draft. 
Slight changes of a purely formal nature have been made in the original text. 

Paragraphs (e) and (f) were drawn up by the Sub-Committee on Trade. The Committee 
of Jurists has simply made a few slight formal amendments. 

The Committee had before it a proposal by the Polish delegation to the effect that, in the 
absence of a general provision which would cover the case, a paragraph should be inserted in 
Article I6 dealing with the special case of relations between Danzig and Poland, and German 
transit through Polish territory or Polish transit through German territory. The Committee 
considered that it would be better to insert this provision, which referred to certain special 
agreements, in a special article, Further reference will be made to it later. . 

The Co=ittee of Jurists also had to deal with a certain number of questions which the 
plenary Committee had referred to it without having previously discussed them. 

• Among the most important of those questions were those of the suspension of the 
Convention in time of war, neutrality and derogations to, the Convention. · 

4· SUSPENSION OF THE APPLICATION OF THE CONVENTI,ON IN TIME OF WAR. 

The Committee had before it a proposal by the Italian 'delegation (document.Conf.D./ 
C.C.F.63), taken from the Convention of June IJth, I925 (Article 33), and reading as follows: 

. "In time of.war, and without prejudice to the rules of neutrality, the provisions of the 
present Convention shall be suspended from operation until the restoration of peace so 
far as concerns the manufacture or consignment of a:rms or ammunition or of i~plements 
of war on behalf of or to a belligerent." · . 

~~hough c~rta~n delegations _pointed out the disadvantages inevitably attaching to 
restncbons of thlS kind, _the Comm1ttee :was una1_1imous in thinking that it was impossible to 
enforce the rules for wh1ch t~e Convention prov1des with regard to publicity and control'in 
the case of manl!factures camed ?ut by the b~lligerents in thei~ _own territory. It recognised 
the very great dlil~culty o~ enforcmg: the rules m regard to pubhc1ty and control in the case of 
manufactures camed out m the temtory of other countries for account of the belligerents and . . 

1 A paragraph drafted as follows was considered at one time : 
· " ~ following shall not be regarded as exports or imports within the meaning of the present 

Convention : . 

bet " (a) S~ip'?ents or transhipments of a~ticles !'ot?ing under Categories I to ~ of Article . • • 
H' he~ ~~c;>nespplaced bnder the soveretgnty, Jurtsdiction, protection or tutelage of the same 
H tg h Conn r t~g arty or etween territories forming part of the Customs territory of the same 

tg tractmg Party at the moment of the entry into force of the Convention " 
• This text read as follows : · . 

" The H' h Co t · · to export l'cetgn n dr~tmg tPa
1
_rttes agree that the provisions of the present Convention in resnect 

1 ces an tmpor 1cences do not apply.'~ , 
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' exports to the belligerents. It considered, therefore, that it was necessary to provide 
for suspension of the application of the Convention in the cas~ of all manufactures or exports 
·concerning the belligerents. 

It is possible that this suspension of the Convention, in so far as concerns the belligerents, 
may create a delicate situation for non-belligerents, and that in certain cases the latter may 
feel that they would be greatly at a disadvantage in continuing to make known their 
manufactures and imports in the absence of publicity with regard to the manufactures of 
belligerents or the manufactures of neutrals for account of belligerents. The answer to these 
objections was that in such a case the non-belligerents would still have the possibility of 
invoking a grave circumstance entitling them to have recourse to derogations and release 
themselves in part from their obligations under the Convention. Reference to this point will 
be inade below. _ 

Certain delegations urged that the suspension of the Convention should be limited as much 
as possible, both in respect of the provisions of the Convention to be suspended and in respect 
of the States benefiting from such suspep.sion. 

To meet these apprehensions, provision was made (in agreement with the Italian 
. delegation) that the suspension of the Convention should not be complete, but should be 
limited to certain specified stipulations of the Convention. Accordingly, only the international 
measures with regard to publicity and control would be suspended. For the rest the States 
would thus continue to enforce the national control of production and trade for which the 
Convention provides, and the Permanent Disarmament Commission would continue to 
discharge the duties entrusted to it under the Convention. 

It will ,rest with the Committee on Trade and Manufacture to determine the precise 
stipulations to be suspended. 

Certain delegations would have preferred, in connection with the suspension of the 
Convention in the case of manufactures and exports for account of belligerents by non­
belligerents, that provision should have been made for the possibility of the Permanent 
Disarmament Commission restricting the consequences. It was especially in connection with 
the derogations that these delegations insisted on the part which they considered the Permanent 
Disarmament Commission ought to play with a view to preventing any kind of abuse. 

The Committee adopted the following text in accordance with proposals put forward 
·by the Italian delegation : 

" In time of war and without prejudice to the rules of neutrality, the provisions of 
Articles . . . 1 of.the ·present Convention shall be suspended from operation until the 
restoration of peace, so far as concerns the manufacture or consignment of articles that 
appear in Categories.! to V, inclusive, on behalf of or to the belligerents." 

s. NEUTRALITY. 

The Italian- delegation's proposal (document Couf.D.fC.C.F.68) contained a provision . 
in the following terms : 

" It is hereby declared that, without prejudice to the obligations under the Covenant 
of the League of Nations, a neutral Power is not bound to prevent the export or transit, 
for the use for either belligerent, of arms, ammunition, or, in general, of anything which 
could be of use to an army or fleet." 

This proposal, which gave rise to lengthy discussions, raised all the points relating to the 
maintenance or abandonment of the rules concerning the rights and duties of neutral countries 
in time of war. Its effect was to re-embody in the draft Convention the fundamental principle 
laid down in Article 7 of the fifth and thirteenth Hague Conventions of 1907. 

Several delegations were,at one with the Italian delegation in thinking that the object of 
the present Convention was certainly not to modify the rights and duties of neutral countries 
in time of war. They considered in particular that the principle laid down in 1907 (in Article 
7 of the fifth and thirteenth Hague Conventions) should be maintained. To prevent any 
misunderstanding on a matter of such importance, it was not (they thought) without value to 
reassert the principle in a Convention on the Trade in and Manufacture of Arms and Implements 
of War. The need for such a reaffirmation was enhanced in their eyes by the fact that, since the 
Convention imposed certain· formalities on States in connection with the manufacture and 
import of arms when destined for belligerents, any belligerent would be in a position to claim 
that the supply by individuals of arms to belligerents under State control constitutes a violation 
of neutrality. . . 

Other delegations expressed doubts as to the value of any "provision with regard 
to neutrality. ,The French and U.S.S.R. delegations further stated that this reference to the 
right of neutrality was regrettable in view of the undertakings assumed by many States under 
the new international law which (they contended) imply the elimination of the traditional 
conception of neutrality. 

t These articles will be the ·articles providing for publicity and, where -applicable, control. 
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" Every suspension shall be .subject to the follo~ing conditio~s : 

" (a) That the c-;,ntracting ·party shall im~ediately notify th: oiher contracting 
parties and at the same time the Permanent Disarmament Comm!SSIO~, through the 
Secret;ry-General o~ the League of Nations,ofsuch tempotary suspenswn.; _ .. 

· "(b) That, simultaneously with th~ said n?tification, the contrac.ting parfy. 
shall communicate to the other contractmg parties, and at the. same time to the 
Permanent Disarmament · Commission, · through the Secretary-General, a full 
explanation of the change of circumstances referred to above. _ . . 

. " Tile Permat1ent Disarmament Commission shall meet without delay, and its members 
shall atlvise as to the situation thus presented. · · ~ 

-·~When the reaso~s for this temporary suspension h<~:v.e ceased to exist, the said H~gh .. 
Contracting Pa;ty ~ resum~ the _observance of the _PrOVISIOns o~ the pre?ent Convention· 
and will make 1mmediate notification to the other H1gh Contractmg Parties an9,, through 
the'· Secretary-General of the League of Nations, · to the · Permanent Disarmament 
Commission." · 

. The principle .of this article is that a State which considers itself justified in derogating . 
from the Convention does so on its own initiative and on its own sole responsibility. There is . 
thus no need for it to be a~thorised by the Permanent Disarmament Commission, or even 
to wait until the latter has met either to take note ofthe derogation or to order a line of conduct 
with the object of maintaining the application of the Convention as far as may be possible. 
The decision thus taken by the State on its own initiative is a serious one and might, if it so . 
happened,lead to certain abuses, but as has been pointed out it .would be difficult for the State 
to have recourse lightly to a measure. which releases it automatically from all its·undertakings. 
It is bound, moreover, to justify its attitude to the full,. and if the reasons given should prove 
to be not entirely plausible, it would incur a gtave moral responsibility vis-a-vis the other. 
contracting parties. It is provided, further, tnat the Permanent 'Disarmament Commission 
shall meet without delay on the notification of the derogation. 'This is accordingly an additional 
guarantee ensuring that the derogation shall not.occur without_ imperative· ;reasons .. 

" The grave circumstances" that would justify derogation are various. Two important 
cases may be mentioned : that ip which a contracting party has been guilty of a breach of the 
Convention, and. that in which-the application of the Convention having been s1,1spended as 
regards the belligerents and hence as regards the States which manufacture armaments for the 
said belligerents-some of the contrading parties might see serious objections to the Convention 
continuing to be applied so far as they themselves are concerned. · . · · . 

, Certain changes have been made in the text adopted by .the Conni:J.ittee of . Jurists 
as compared with Article 50 of the Preparatory Commi~sion's draft; which served as a basis 
for its work. . · . · _ . · .. . . 

The first paragraph provides for a derogation which, like the suspension referred to in 
a previous section, would only be partial. ·u woul_d simply affect· the measures of publicity 
and control mentioned above in fhe case of suspension in time of war. The stipulations to 
which the derogations would apply will be indicated later. ' 

~e second paragraph is. new. Its aim' is to secure equality between produCing and non­
producmg States. The latter would be at a disadvantage as compared with· the former· if 
1t were not possible for them to suspend ~11 publi~ity of manufacture effe.cted -abroad ori their 
behalf and exports consigned to them. · . . .. . . · · 

In sub-paragraph (a) of the third paragraph, the final words" and of the extent thereof~·· 
have been omitted, .as this will' now be clearly defined by the !pention of the :stipulations 
suspended. • · . . · . · . · . . 

The. third l?aragraph has been ?lightly chan_ged ... Instead of " thereupon the · High~ · 
9'ntractmg Parties _shall promptly ad'?s~_as to the s1tuat1<?n thus presented ", i~ is stated that 

th_e Permanent D1~arm~ment CommiSSion. ·shall meet w1thou.t delay and its members shall· 
adviSe .as to· ~he S1tu~t10n thus p:esented ". This provision gave satisfaction td :several 
delegations wh1ch considered that, m such a case, the Commission must necessarily have 
something to say. 

7· EMBARGO. 

~e. Unite~ ~ingdom delegation. inserted in the draft preamble which it had submitted 
a proVISIOn ass1gnmg to the Conventlo_n the following purpose, among others : 

"Providing the _machinery for the i~mediate imp~sition of an effective 'embargo .on 
the export of arms, 1f and when su~h action should be internationally decided upon." . 

The United Kingdo~ delegation's idea. was therefore to fac;ilitate the application of- an-
embargo and not to prov1de.concrete ~easures of embargo. · · , . . . 
· A proposal by th_e U.S.S.R. delegation, on the contrary, was ihtendel:l to expressly provide 

more or less automatic measures of embargo_ to be applied to belligerent States; . · . 
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The following te~t was cl.timately adopted by the Committee as a compromise between the 
differing views put forward : · 

· "It is hereby declared that, in such measure as a High Contracting Party can remain 
neutral in conformity with its international undertakings, the said High Contracting Party' 
shall not be bound to prevent the export or transit for the use of either belligerent of the 
articles appearing in Categories I to V inclusive." . 

With this text there is no deCision as to when a State is legitimately entitled to declare 
itself neutral. It is merely said· that, where such neutrality exists, the prinCiple la,id down in 
·Article 7 of the fifth and thirteenth Hague Conventions continues applicable in its entirety, 
notwithstanding the provisions of the Convention at present under consideration. 

The French delegation reserved its attitude in regard to this article until the powers of the 
Permanent Disarmament Commission are definitely established. · 

. ' 
. 6; DEROGATIONS. 

· This question was raised by the. ltaliah delegation, which considered that, even in a 
convention limited to the publicity and control of the manufacture of and trade in arms and 
implements of war, a system of derogations similar to that provided for in Article so of the 
draft Convention framed by the Preparatory Commission 1 was necessary. 

The principle laid down in this article was approved by the majority of the delegations. 
On the other hand, the delegations of the United States of America, the United Kingdom and 
Sweden expressed doubts as to the need for an article dealing with derogations in a convention 
concerned only with publicity. 

By the Spanish, French and U.S.S.R. delegations it was only accepted with regret and 
after a number of fruitless attempts to secure that, for preference, the Permanent Commission 
should be empowered to see that such measures were taken as would· constitute a reliable 
guarantee for each of the contracting parties against the danger to which its security might be 

. exposed by the excessive or unjpstified manufacture or importation of armaments in. a neigh­
bouring country. . · _ ' . 

·The Polish delegation recognises the necessity of inserting a claus'e on derogations in the 
Convention, but, in connection with· the -observations submitted by the above-mentioned 
delegations, again calls attention to the following proposal which it made iJ;l the plenary 
Committee : · . . . . 

" If one of the High Contracting Parties considers that, at any time, the manufacture 
of arms, ammunition or implements of war in the territory of another High Contracting 
Party, ~r the imports of arms, .ammunitimi or implements of war into this same territory, . 
has shown ari. unexpected increase, which is both large and abnormal, and if the former 
High Contracting Party sees tlierein an indication of a threat to peace, it may address 

1tself on this subject to_ the Permanent Disarmament Commission. · 
· "The Commission will proceed to consider the matter and will invite the High 
Contracting Party involved to furnish it·with all useful explanations. It will prepare a 

. reasoned report on the result of its consideration and will forward this to all the High 
. Contracting Parties." · · 

After discussion, the Committee of Jurists adopted the following text (the paragraphs 
.in ~talics are those which differ from the Preparatory Commission's text) : 

. " If, during the term of the present Convention, a change of circumstances constitutes, . 
in the· opinion of any High Contracting Party, a menace to its national' security, such 
party may suspend temporarily the application of the provisions of Articles . . . 

" Such suspension .shall extend compulsorily, if the High Contracting Party so reqtlests, to 
manufactures effected on its behalf in the territory of other States and to exports consigned 
fud . . . 

1 Article so of the Preparatory C!)mmission's draft Conve-ntion was as follows : 
. " If, during the term of the present Convention, a change of circumstances constitutes, in the 

opinion of any High Contracting Party, a menace to its national security, such High Contracting 
Party may suspend temporarily, in so far as concerns itself, any provision or provisions of the present 
Convention, other than those expressly designed to apply in the event of war, provided : . 

" (a) That such contracting party shall immediately notify the other contracting parties 
and at the' same time the Permanent Disarmament Commission, through the Secretary­
General of the League of Nations, of such temporary suspension, and of the extent thereof; 

" (b) That simultaneously with the said notification, the contracting party shall commu­
nicate to the other contraCting parties, and, at the same time, to the Permanent Disarmament 
Commission, through the Secretary-General, a full explaqation of the change of circumstances 
referred to above. · 

· " Thereupon the other High Con,tracting Parties shall promptly. advise as to the situation thus 
presented .. 

" When 'the reasons for such temporary suspension have ceased to exist, the said High Contracting 
Party shall reduce its armaments to the level agreed upon in the Convention, and shall make immediate 
notification to the other contracting parties." 
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This proposal, which gave rise to an int~resting discu~i~n, was supported by the Span!sh 
and French delegations. The three delegations are of opm10n that. t?e prese~t Convention 
should contain provisions concerning an embargo on arms, amm11mtion and Im;Plements of 
war, and proposed the following text : · 

" The High Contracting Parties agree,.should. occasion a:ise, ~o take t?e necess<~;ry 
steps to prohibit exports and consignments in transit of the articles mcluded m Categones 
I to V intended for a State recognised as an aggressor." · 

The Polish delegation, while expressing. doubts as to the advisability of. insertinl:/ any 
provisions regarding the embargo in a Convention of such-limited scope, stated that ~f the 
Convention was to contain such prqvisions it would agree with the three above-mentiOned 
delegations that the stipulation reproduced above should constitute the basis of the embargo 
system. . 

._ The Spanish, French and Soviet delegations also consider that an ende~vour should be 
made to establish a system providing sufficiently serious guarantees of execution to deter the 
contracting parties from abusing the right of suspension pr derogation in circumstances which 
might progressively nullify the application of the Convention. Among the other measures 
which should be provided in this connection, they are in favour of extending the obligation of 
applying an embargo to cases in which the Permanent Commission considered it necessary to 
apply such a measure to exports intended for a country whose armaments, whether in conformity 
with the Convention or not, unjustifiably threaten the security of other contracting parties. 

During the general discussion to which the joint proposal of the above-mention~d 
delegations gave rise, the majority of the Committee expressed the opinion that the organisation 
of an embargo was outside the scope of the proposed Convention, and that in any case the 
question was essentially a political one outside the competence of the Committee of Jurists. 
They pointed out, moreover, that the problem of the embargo was on the agenda of the 
Assembly of the League of Nations and that a special Committee appointed by the Council 
was shortly going to deal with the question. , . 

As regards the first point, the French delegation pointed out that the question of an 
embargo was closely related with the provisions of publicity, since the statements regarding 
estimates of manufacture or import would involve a self-restriction on the contracting parties. 
In this case the embargo would appear in the light of a guarantee of execution of the 
Convention. · 

Should the embargo be applied indifferently to all belligerents, it was pointed out that 
serious objections might be raised as regards the legitimacy of such an embargo applied outside 
the procedure laid down by-the Covenant of the League of Nations and before the State, or 
States, responsible for the conflict had been determined. Moreover, the idea of an automatic 
embargo applied indifferently to all belligerents had met with the objection, in principle, that 
the emb~rgo would be contrary to the Covenant of the League of Nations, which, according 
to ce~am delegations, only allowed an embargo to be legitimately applied to a belligerent 
recognised as an aggressor. . 

' 
8. EXCEPTIONS TO THE COMMERCIAL TREATIES. 

The 0>mmittee, giving effect to a proposal submitted by the U.S.A. delegation, adopted 
the followmg text : · 

. " The High Co.ntracting Parties agree that the refusal of any High Contracting Party 
to Issue an export licen~e for, or permi_t th_e transit of, the articles coming under Categories 
I to Y ~hall not be considered as constitutmg a contravention of the stipulations of treaties 
subs1stu~g betwe~n themselves prohibiting the placing of restrictions on the exportation 
or transit of articles of commerce." 

. This provision, the principle of which is to be found in numerous commercial t~eaties, is 
des1gn~d to safeg_uard completely the liberty of decision of States in matters relating to the 
trade In or ~rans1t of ~rms in their territory. 
. The ~?lish deleg!ltion could not give a final opinion on this text since it had not appeared 
m th': ongmal Amencan draft, ~nd the delegation had not had time to ask for instructions 
fro~ ~ts Govern~ent on the pomt. On a first reading, however, it was obliged to make an 
explicit reservation, for the following reasons : . 

. th~- It ~as1 not proper that an interpretation of bilateral agreements-commercial treaties 
m IS parhcu a'T case-should be given in a general convention. 

d 2 • . The su~geste~ text wo~ld be inconsistent with the principle of. equality between f.ro ucu~gh and b~portmg countnes. If it were adopted, the producing State might at any 
s~~· wbt ouft . elntg ~ailed upon to justify its attitude, cancel orders made by importing 

a es, y re usmg o Issue an export permit. . . 

It must be understood that in the v' f th p I' h d 1 · · solely to th d t t d Iew 0 e o IS e e~ahon, these remarks applied 
ex!S. tm' g e prol?aloset et~ an were not intended as a criticism of any similar clauses in commerc1 rea 1es. 
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Furtherrnore, the Polish delegation would admit the justification for a refusal to issue an 
export permit if such refusal were based upon an explicit stipulation in the present Convention. 

The Turkish and Yugoslav delegations also opposed the insertions of this text in the 
Convention. 

The Italian delegation stated that it could not accept the text in question uuless it were 
construed as meaning that the refusal to grant an export or transit permit was based upon a 
stipulation in the Convention under consideration. Should other grounds be advanced for 
such refusal, the Italian delegation considered that the question whether the refusal was 
legitimate under the treaties in force between the contracting parties should be reserved. 

9· RELATION BETWEEN THE CONVENTION AND INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKINGS NOW IN FORCE. 

The Polish delegation, considering it advisable to make it quite clear that the object of 
the provisions of the future Convention is not in any way to modify previous international 
obligations, proposed the insertion in the Convention of an article reading as follows : 

" In time of peace, as in time of war, and in the absence of contrary provisions in the 
present Convention, the rights and obligations of the High Contracting Parties in virtue 
of other international undertakings shall in no way be modified by the present 
Convention.'' 

This proposal referred in particular to international undertakings which are to become 
operative in the event of war (Article r6 of the League Covenant, London Agreements of I933 
concerning the definition of the aggressor, Hague Conventions regarding neutrality, etc.). 
The Polish delegation considered that various questions which might arise in connection 
with these agreements could not be .settled in the future Convention ; the latter had other 
aims in view, and could therefore not deal with such problems. If necessary, the . Polish 
delegation would have been satisfied with the following provision which, in its opinion, would 
obviate any misunderstanding : · 

" It is not the object of the present Convention to determine or modify the rights and 
duties of belligerents and neutrals." . . 

Some delegations, and in particular the United Kingdom, Swedish and Swiss delegations, 
agreed with the Polish delegation· and considered that, in a limited convention such as that 
with which they were now dealing, it would be difficult to modify the fundamental principles 
of existing international law. . · . . 

While it did not express any final opinion· as to the scope of the Polish proposal, the 
majority of the Committee considered it preferable not to lay down such a general principle 
in the Convention. In the opinion of some delegates, it was difficult to know what all the 
agreements were, the application of which would be reserved by the proposal"in question and 
whether their provisions were compatible with the Convention under preparation. Moreover, 
in so far as the principle of neutrality had to be maintained, the proposal was, in the view of 
these delegations, open to the same objections as those mentioned in paragraph 5 (neutrality). 

IO. PROVISIONS CONCERNING POLAND AND THE FREE CIT¥ OF DANZIG AND THE TRANSIT 

AGREEMENTS BETWEEN POLAND AND GERMANY. 

As stated above, the Polish delegate was anxious that, in the absence of a general 
stipulation in Article r6~ covering cases to which the Convention does not apply, the following 
article should be inserted in the chapter relating to the trade in arms and implements of war: 

. I 

" The High Contracting Parties note that the provisions of the present Convention 
do not apply to the transport of articles corning under Categories I to V effected under 
the conditions provided for in the Agreements concluded on April2Ist, I92I, and February 
r4th, r933, between Poland and the Free City of Danzig of the one part and Germany 
of the other part, or to the transport of the said articles by Poland within the limits of 
Polish Customs territory." 

This article is in the nature, not of a reservation, but of an explanation. The Committee 
of Jurists therefore unanimously agreed that the solution afforded by this provision resulted 
from the normal application of the principles of the future convention. 

II. STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO PROMOTE ,·ExPORTS. 

A United Kingdom proposal in the following terms (document Conf.D.jC.C.F.78) had 
been referred to the Committee : · 

" The High Contracting Parties undertake that they will not provide any form of 
State financial assistance for encouraging the export of any of the articles enumerated in 
the categories in Article • • • " 
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Without again going over all th~, obje.~tio~s wh_ich _had been raised _i~ the Plen~ 
Committee against the principle on whtch. thts strpulat~on ts. based: the Col!imtttee of J ur~sts 
nevertheless deemed it desirable to emphasise certam .senous difficulties to whtch t~e :l;PPhcation 
of a new rule stated in such general terms might give rise. As regards the pnnctple of the 
proposal and leaving on one side the question of whether it would be proper for the Plenary 
Committee to deal with a subject not necessarily in direct relation wit~ ~l_Ie actual purpose of 
the Convention, the Committee of Jurists did not rule out ~h~ posstbiltty of . a. s:nbseque~t · 
examination of this problem. At the same time, it wa~ of opmwn that a pro~tbthon of thts 
kind could not with advantage be inserted in. a Convention unles~ every precaution were taken 
to ensure that it did not remain a mere pious aspiration' In vtew of the man_y form.s, both 
direct and indirect, which financial assistance within the meaning of the Umted Kmgdom · 
proposal may nowadays take, it seemed indeed' obvious that it_ would b~ easy to elude the 
obligation in question unless more accurately .defined. In thts ~onnechon acco1;1nt had to 
be taken of various observations which had been-made, the more Important of wh1ch may be 
briefly summarised as follows : ' 

r. As the draft Convention is, in general, limited to a system of publicity and control, 
it may be doubted whether it would be wise to a~opt a }>rin~iple .w~ich would ~o beyond 
publicity regarding the _ma~ufacture of an~ t~ade m arm~. !h1s. p~mc!ple wo1;1ld, ;t appears, 
be open to the same obJections-as the qual~tat~ve or quant~tat~ve hmttahons wh1ch-1t has been 
generally agreed not to introduce into a draft of such restricted scope. , · 

2. As the proposal refers to State assistance to the armament" industry, the prohibition 
would not apply to States manufacturing war material in their own factories, as such States 
could financially encourage manufacture in· these establishments without laying themselves 
open to the criticism of having granted assistance in the strict sense of the term. There would 
thus be flagrant inequality of treatment as between States manufacturing their own arms and 
ammunition 'and those whose armament industries were all in private hands, as the latter 
States would not enjoy the same opportunities of encouraging their manufacturers. 

3· In practice, it would be illusory to prohibit State assistance if such ·a prohibition did 
not ~ffectively cover all .the indirect forms which such assistance might take (loans, export 
bounties, subsidies to war industries, guarantees of the payment of debts, reduction in 
transport rates, fiscal· exemptions, etc.). 

4· On the other hand, it sl).ould be borne. in mind that State assistance may: be extended · 
to industries-as is frequently the case-which man1,1facture both war material and other 
articles of "an entirely different character. The application of the principle proposed would 
be tantamount to preventing ·States from affording assistance to , undertakings which 
manufacture the class of articles dealt with in the draft Conve11tion only incidentally. • 

Various delegations spoke in favour of the principle on which the United Kingdom 
proposal is based, while at the same time recoguising the real difficulties in the way of a 
satisfactory solution. One of them, the French delegation, declared, however, that it would 
be difficult for many States to accept the applications of this principle until financial assistance 
to States victims of an aggression had become a reality .. The Soviet delegation was of opinion 
that the difficulties pointed out by the Legal Committee were not such as could prevent the. 
adoption of the proposal. · . . . . · 

The United Kingdom delegation took note of the reasoned objections to which its proposal 
had &iv~n r_ise and de~lar~d its intention o~ givi?-g it further consideration and perhaps of 
subm1ttmg 1t for exammatlon by the Comm1ttee m a revised form at some later stage. 

I2. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

The Committee thought that.' the Convention should include a last .chapter devoted to 
:· General Prov:isions ". Thi~ chapter would reproduce certain of the provisions to be found 
m th~ Convention ~n Trade m Arms of June r7th, rgzs, and would, in the first place, contain 
certam clauses which are usu~lly known as final clauses and relate to the following questions 
or to some of them : entry mto force of the Convention, duration revision settlement of ' 
disputes regarding the interpretation or application of the Convention' etc. ' 

The ~tudy of t~is latter.p?int appea~ed to the Committee to be ~f particular importance. 
Th~ Spa~tsh, Swedish and Swtss delega~wns expressed the opinion that an arbitration clause 
whtch mtght be based on the Conventions concluded under the auspices of the League of 
~ations, or on ~rticle gr of the U_nited Kingdom <}raft of March r6th, I933.' should be inserted 
m the <;onventlon. They adde~. ~n order to. take mto account the.wishes expressed by certain 
delegations, that ~hey would willing~y ~on~tder the possibility of conferring ce,rtain powers on 
the_Permanent DISarmament Commtsswn m regard to conciliation. The French Italian and 
PoliSh ~elegations reserved their o~ini?n on the sol1;1ti~n to be adopted for these problems: · 

Tl_Its chapter ~ould _also con tam, m the order mdtcated below, the articles framed by the 
Commtttee. of JuriSts With regard to : (a) the suspension of the Convention· (b) neutrality· 
(c) derogations ; (d) derogations from commercial treaties. ' ' 

In order to facilitate the Plenary Committee's task, a table of the various articles proposed 
has !>een attache_d to the present report with an indication of the chapt~r in which they would 
be Inserted. 

1 See document Conf.D.I57· 



Appendix.· 

ARTICLES p~~POSED. BY THE COMMITTEE OF jURIST~. 
. ' 

Chapter II. 
Article I (former Article 2). · ' . .. 
. · -The text proposed by the Committee of Jurists has been inserted iii Part II of the present 

. report (Draft Texts, page 8). , · · . 

Article I6. 
(:hapter III. 

. . 
The text proposed by the Committee of Jurists has been inserted in Part II of the present 

report (Draft Texts, page 19). . · · 

Article r6a (Poland,·Free City of Danzig, Polish-German Transit). 
· · '' The High Contracting Parties note that the proVision~. of the present· Convention -do 
not apply to the transport of articles coming under Categories I to V which are effected under 
the. conditions provided in the Agreements concluded on April 21st, 1921, and February 14th, 
1933, between Poland and tl;J.e Free City of Danzig of the one part and Germany of the oth~r 

.. part, or to the transport of the said articles by Poland within the limits of Polish Customs 

. ·territory." · ' ' 

Chapter V. 
General Provisions.· · . . , 
, .The texts proposed by the Committee of Jurists have been inserted in Part II of the 

present report (Draft Texts, page -32). · · 
. . . ' . 

Conf.D.j~.C.F.1o1. • 
Conf.D.fC.C.F'.jC.D. T.6(1). 

ANNEX ll .. 

Geneva, A:pril 8th, 1935, : 
'' 

.. 
· REPORT BY THE TRANSIT COMMITTEE. . . 

Rapporteur: M. WESTMAN (Sweden). 
~ • .. 

· The Transit Committee was ~et up by a decision of Apiil ist, 1935, of the Coinmittee for 
the Regulation of the Trade in and M~niifacture of Arms and 'Implements of War. It held 
three meetings with M. Westman, Sweden, irt the chair. The delegations of the United Kingdom, 
the United States of America, France, Italy; Latvia, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, the Union 

. of Soviet Socialist Republics and Yugoslavia were represented on the Committee. . . . 

* * * 
· · · The Netherlands Government (docume~t Conf.D.jC~C.F.51) had drawn· attention to the 
fact that Chapter III of the. draft submitted by the United States delegation (document Conf. 
D.167) regulated exports and imports of arms, ammunition and implements of war without, 
however, speaking of transit, which seemed to the Netherlands Government an omission. 

In addition, the· U.S.S.R. delegation. submitted the following proposals (document 
Conf.D.jC.C.F.77) containing provisions introducing a system of transit permits. 

"Insert in Article B,''after sub-paragraph (d), :m·additional sub-paragraph (e) reading 
as follows : \ · 

· . · ;, .~ (e) For consignments embraced in Categories I, II ·and III and pasSing in ' 
transit thro.lfgh the territ?ries of thir~ countries, the nam~s of the. G~~ernments which 
have authonsed the transd and a reference to the transit permits Issued by such 
Governments.' · · 

" Add the following passage at the end of Article 8 : 
·• " ' The transit perm~f for implements of war embr:tced. in Categories I, II -and 
Ip shall contain : . · . . · · · 

· " ' (a) A description :of' the implements . of war (categories of arms, 
arm!i, component parts) the transit of which is authorised ; • 

· " ' (b) · Particulars of their quantity or 'weight; . 
" ' (c) The names ;tnd addresses of the exporter and the importing 

consignees ·• •. ' .. 
. :: 
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" Insert, afte~ Article 8, a new ·article reading as follows : 

" ' The High Contracting Parties undertake to enact the ne~e~sa!y . le~al 
provisions to compel transport undertakings in the· territories un~er th.err JUnsdi~tlon 
to transport the arms, ammunition and implement~ of war speclfi~d m C~tegones I 
to v inclusive only on the production of an expox:t, xmport. or. transit. permit, or duly 
certified duplicate thereof, in all cases where such permit IS provxded for by the 
present Convention. . . · .. 

· " ' The High Contracting Parties shall reqmr~ their Custo;'Ds aut~ontles to allow 
the passage of such consignments only on production of the said permxts. 

" ' The documents covering such consignments shall be preserved by the 
transport undertakings and Customs authorities for a period of three ·years.' 

" Add the following paragraph at the end of Article 9 : 

" ' The High Contracting Parties .· shall also forward to t~e Permanent 
·Disarmament Commission .: 

" ' (a) Copies of all transit permits, before the arrival in their territory 
of the consignments· passing in transit ; · 

" ' (b) The certifica~es of the ~ustoms. · authorities ~roving: that the 
consignment referred to m the transit permit h_as left their territ.or:y, such 
certificate to be forwarded to the Permanent Dxsarmament Commission not 
later than one month after the said consignment has left for abroad. 

" ' Special mention of the transit shall be made in the copies of all the import 
and export permits referred to in the first paragraph of the present article.' " 

The French delegation proposed (document Conf.D./C.C.F.79) to insert, both in the export 
and import. permits, the proposed itinerary and the names of the transit countries. 

During the discussion in the Plenary Committee, the Swiss delegation observed that the 
system recommended by the French delegation appeared to be the same as that which had been 
adopted in the Opium Convention of February 19th, 1925, and which had given good results. 
In applying this system, they would find themselves on ground whicl! had already been explored 
and where all difficulties of application seemed to have been overcome in pritctice. · · 

The Plenary Committee, after a first exchange of views, asked the Legal Section, 
in consultation with the Communications and Transit Section, to give an opinion on the 
legal aspects of the question of transit, considered in the broadest manner (documents Conf. 
D.fC.C.F.86 and 86 (a)). • · 

The Plenary Committee, after receiving this opinion, tookup the question afresh. The 
majority of the members of the Committee showed themselves,, in' principle, to be in favour 
of the drawing-up of rules applicable to transit, but the Committee thought that, in addition. 
to somewhat complex legal aspects; the question presented political and practical aspects. 
It therefore asked the Transit Committee, which it was setting up, to study the question as 
a whole. 

* * * 
The following proposal (document Conf.D.fC.C.F.fC.D.T.3) was laid before the Transit 

Committee by the United Kingdom delegation : 

"Artide . . . 

"(a) The High Contracting Parties undertake to prohibit in the territories subject 
to their respective jurisdictions the reloading,. in the course of transit or transhipment, of 
~s, ammunition and implements of war as set forth in Categories I, II and!III of 
Article . . . , unless there has been produced to the Customs authorities in the country 
of r.eloading a certificate, issued_by the Govern~ent of the exporting country, stating that 
valid export and Import permits have been Issued for the consignment of the articles 
specified therein to a named destination. No such articles shall be allowed to be reloaded 
for a destination other than that stated in the certificate without the issue of a new export 
pennit. 

"(b) The !fig~ Contracting Parties undertake to prohibit the overland carriage 
!hrough the terrttones subject to their respective jurisdictions of arms ammunition and 
rmplements of war as set ~orth in Categories I, II and III of Article . ' . . , unless there 
has been pro~uced to therr. C~stoms authoritie~ a certificate issued by the Government 
of !he exportmg country similar to that mentlone~ in paragraph (a) above. No such 
articles shall be allowed to be conveyed out of therr territories for a destination other 
than that stated in the certificate without the issue of a new export permit. 

" (c) _The cert~ficate mentioned in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this article shall contain 
the followmg details : . . · 

. " {I) . A reference to the export and import permits in virtue of which the 
shtpment IS made ; ' 



" (z) A designation of the arms, ammunition and implements o£ war by the 
headings of the categories in Article . . . ; · 

" (3) The destination ofthe articles and the name and address of the consignee. 

" The certificate will accompany the consignment to which it refers and will 
be retained by the Government of the importing country. 

" (d) The High Contracting Parties undertake to apply the provisions of this article 
in >Such free ports and free zones as may be situated within the territories subject to their 
respective jurisdictions. 

" (e) The High Contracting Parties will take the earliest opportunity of freeing 
themselves from any contractual obligations under which they may be towards non­
contracting countries inconsistent with the stipulations of this article and, in the meantime, 
but not for more than two years from the date of ratification of this Convention, only 
those requirements of this article which do not conflict with those of such contractual 
obligations need be enforced." 

Note.-The following addition is proposed to the Preamble of Article 8 : 

" The High Contracting Parties undertake to issue transit certificates in accordance 
with the stipulations of, Article . ·. . in respect of exports of articles in Categories I, 
II and III of Article . . . passing through the territories of third countries on their way 
to their authorised destinations." 

The United Kingdom delegation observed that all that was involved by the system it 
·proposed, which represented the standpoint of a naval Power, was to ascertain whether the 
consignments were accompanied by the necessary papers-namely, transit certificates-and 
to ensure that the goods despatched could not leave the country of transit for any destination 
other than that indicated in those documents unless the country of transit took the 
responsibility of issuing a new export permit. The United Kingdom delegation, however, not 
having agreed to the principle of copies of the export or import permits or of orders being 
forwarded to the Permanent Disat;mament Commission, felt that it would be unfair to ask 
non-producing countries to communicate copies of those documents_ to other countries-in 
other words, to the transit countries. It had devised the system of transit certificates which 
would certify 'that the essential documents-export and import permits-had been issued and 
woul'd indicate the destination of the consignment. The certificates would show the heads of 
the categories, and that would suffice· to identify the consignment, so that it would be un­
necessary to unpack the cases in order to check their contents. The United Kingdom delegation 
thought that such certificates would be sufficient to ensure supervision of transit. 

The Committee decided that the United Kingdom proposal could be taken as a basis for 
discussion. 

The Italian delegation said that it could accept the United Kingdom system, subject to 
later examination by the Italian authorities, particularly as regards sub-paragraphs (d) and (e). 
It further drew attention to the complicated nature of the transit problem, and expressed 
the fear that any measure going further than the United Kingdom proposal for a simple transit 
certificate would constitute for countries which had no access to the sea a servitude that might 
deter them from ratifying the Convention. The Italian delegation laid special emphasis on the 
risk entailed for States which did not produce arms, in the event of a cnsis in wh1ch hostilities 
might break out at any moment, through the fact of the route taken by consignments of arms 
and implements of war being known, as desired by certain delegations. 

The French delegation expressed the opinion that the goods should be accompanied by, 
at the very least, copies of the import and export permits. It further pointed out that all the 
proposals so far put forward were-confined to the verification of the documents accompanying 
a regular consignment of armaments. No provision was made for dealing with contraband­
that was to say, the consignment of arms under a false declaration. It ought to be possible for 
·samples of suspicious cargoes to be taken from time to time, either by the Customs authorities 
on their own initiative, or on the initiative of the Permanent Disarmament Commission 
or its supervisory organs. 

The U.S.S.R. delegation expressed the emphatic opinion that, in the case of armaments 
conveyed from the exporting country to th'e importing country through one or more other 
countries, no effective supervision could be exercised and there would be no guarantee against 
the diversion of the goods, which would always be possible unless they were accom.Panied by 
a transit permit issued by the transit countries. Nothing but a transit permit, subject to the 
same rules of publicity as were contemplated for export and import permits, would oblige the' 
transit countries to exercise effective supervision. 

The U.S.S.R. delegation further observed that the existence of certain Conventions 
· guaranteeing freedom of transit, or specified conditions for transit, on internationalised routes 
or in towns, ports or zones under a special regime need not prevent the establishment of 
effective supervision over the .transit of arms and implements of war. 

The United States delegation expressed the following view on the transit question : 
Arms and implements of war consigned from one country to another through ·a third country 
should be accompanied by export and import permits attached to the bill of lading or way-bill. 
It would also be desirable to consider introducing a third document, to accompany the other 



-834-

two, certifying that the cou~try of transit authorised ~h~ despatch .of t.h~ war ~aterial by a 
ecified route. Each transit country would give a Similar autho~1sahon, an~ !n each ca.:'e 

~e authorisation would be attached, together with the export and 1mport permits, to the bill 
of lading or way-bill. . . . . . . · f · · 1 f d 

The Yugoslav delegation, while reservmg 1ts attitude on the question o prmmp e, re erre 
to the case of countries which did not ptoduce arms.but had, under treaty, the use .of !tee ports 
or free ·zones, and called the Committee's attention to the _fact that s_uc.h. countnes woul_d 
be handicapped because consignments in transit would be subJect ~o superv1~10n by the transit 
country. It expressed the view that free ports and free zones esta~lished b~ bilateral agreements 
should be assimilated, for Customs purposes, to the actual n:'-~10nal temtory,. . . .... 

The Polish delegation expressed some doubt as to the util1ty ~f the ~rqVIs1ons orgamsmg 
publicity for transit, but declared itself willing to accept the Um!e_d Kmgdom. proposal O?J­
account of its flexibility,.and having regard to the fact that the pos1hon of Danz1g and transit 
between Poland and Germany would be covered by a special article dr~ted by the Comm~tt~e 
of Jurists. It would also wish, however, for an exception to be made m the case o_f transit. m 
sealed trucks, which in its opinion should be assimilated to the entry of a vessel m a fore1gn 
port without unloading or reloading of cargo. . · . . 

In the course of the discussion, a text-modifying paragraphs (a) and (b) of the Umted 
Kingdom proposal was submitted. This reads a,s follows : 

" I. Within the jurisdiction of each of the High Con.tracting P4rties, the transit 'of 
articles set forth in Categories I to III of Article . :- _. shall be prohibited, unless the 
consignment is accompanied by .a_ document issued by the Government of the exporting 
country certifying that an export and import permit in proper form has been iss~ed in 
respect of the various .articles included in the consignment and of its destination, as 
specified. . · · 

" 2. Unless the certificate mentioned in the preceding paragraph is produced, the 
Customs authorities of each.of the High Contracting Parties shall prohibit the reloading of 
any consignment in transit of the articles set forth in Categories I to III of Article-~ . . 
They shall also prevent the reloading or despatch from the territory of the High 
Contracting Party of any consignment in transit of the said articles to a destination other 
than that stated in the certificate which accompanies it, until a new export permit has 
been issued for the said consignment." · 
The United Kingdom delegation observed that the' new wording of the first paragraph was 

too general, and that the only aspect of transit in regard to. which the United Kingdom 
Government· could agree to take responsibility was .that of reloading after breaking bulk, and 
that in particular it reserved its position regarding the case of vessels calling at a port without 
unloading their cargoes, . · · · . 

The Italian delegation stated that it shared the opinion expressed above by the ·united 
Kingdom delegation, adding that it reserved its attitude with regard to ships calling at a port 
without unloading theii cargoes and to international transport in sealed trucks. · 

During the discussion of the last text quoted above, it became apparent that no agreement 
could at present .be reached upon it in the Committee, owing to the fact that several delegations 
had no instructions permitting them to determine their attitude, and that they did not possess 
the assistance of Customs experts. . · 

* * * 
. In view of the. circumst.ances which have just been related ahd of the short time at its 

disiJ?sal, the ComiD!ttee considered that it would be an advantage for the question to be studied 
at le15ure by the Governments. When the latter have been able to make a careful examination 
of ~he prob~em, it will no doubt be easier to find a practical way of reducing the differences 
wh1ch mam~ested themselve~ during. this _first discussion. It will then be possible to begin a 
secon~ readin~ of_ the question. 'fhlS adJournment will also allow the Communications and 
Transit Orgamsatlon of .the League to go into certain technical aspects of the question 
according to the·wish it has expressed. ' 

ANNEX in. 

PROVISIONAL REPLIES OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE OF T.HE NATIONAL 
DEFENCE EXPENDITURE COMMISSION TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE 1 SUBMITTED 
TO IT BY THE COMMITTEE FOR THE l5EGULATION OF THE TRADE IN AND 
PRIVATE AND STATE MANUFACTURE OF ARMS AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR. 

A. Reply to Question I (document Conf.D.fC.C.F.fC.T.I7). 
B. Supplementary. Reply to Question I (document Conf.D.fC.C.F.IOJ). 
C. Reply to Queshon 2 (document Conf.D.fC.C.F.9I). 
D. Repl~es to Quest!ons 3 and 4 (document Conf.D.jC.C.F.93). · 
E. Rephes to Queshons 5, 6, 7 and 8 (document Conf.D.jC.C,F.98). 

1 Docunu:nt Conf.D.jC.C.F.75· 



A. REPLY TO QUESTION i. 

Conf.D.jC.C.F.jC.T.r7 . 

. . 
Geneva, March r4th, 1935. 

. ' 
· The National Defence Expenditure . .Technical Committee feels it should immediately 

give the CategO£ies Committee a provisional reply to the first question put to it, which reads 
as follows : · 

'' Rearrangement of the categories and items in Article I with 
a view to bringing the categories of implements covered 
.by the regulations for the manufacture of and trade in 

. arms into line with the implements included in the con­
ventional list of items of national defence expenditure in 

·the draft Convention on budgetary publicity." · 

The purpose of this provisional reply is to explain to the Categories Committee : (r) the 
essential characteristics of the method of publicity for expenditure on material provided 
for in the draft Convention on Budgetary Publicity ; (2) to bring out the basic differences 
between budgetary publicity, as provided for in the Technical Committee's draft Convention 
and publiCity for the implements referred to in the U.S.A. draft (document Conf.D.r67). 

I. Essential Characteristics of the System of Publicity' for Expenditure on Material. 
\ 

· With a view to defining the purpose to be attained by publicity of expenditure on war 
material (Heads IV of the Model· Statement of Items of National Defence Expenditure), 
the Technical Committee drew up a conventional list of such material which is included in the 

. draft Convention on Budgetary Publicity- (document Conf:D.JC.G.r6o(r), pages II to r2). 
~ This conventional list presents the following essential characteristics: (r) it includes all 

material used by the armed forces; (2) like the Model Statement itself, it shows separately 
the material of the land,. naval and air forces ; · (3) it takes the form of as full a specification 
as possible of the various war materials, this term being used in its widest sense and including 
material such as engineering equipment and electrical material, etc., which, for the purposes 
of the U.S.A. draft, ,are not regarded as arms. . 

The follqwing are 'the reasons which led the Technical Committee to draw up the 
conventional list in accordance with the above-mentioned characteristics: (r) the manufacture 
and upkeep of all armaments used by the armed forces are paid for out of the credits granted 
by the public authorities to the national defence services; (2) during the Technical Committee's 
examination of budgets and accounts, it found that the expenditure on mat~rial for the three 
forces was in !)lost cases shown separately. · · 

Furthermore, the Committee, on the basis of the actual facts themselves, has pursued 
the essential aims towards which the work on disarmament has hitherto been directed­
namely, to obtain as detailed information ·as possible on the various forms of military activities. 
. The Cm:nmittee drew up a list of all war material-which, however, it does not regard as 
exhaustive_.:. in' order to make it easier for the various Governments to establish their Model 
Statements, mentioning the precise material on which expenditure in respect either of 
construction, manufacture or purchase, or repair or upkeep, should'be included under the 
various sub-heads of Heads IV of the Model Statement. 

II. Comparison of the Categories in the U.S.A. Draft Convention (Document Conf.D.r(y;) with 
the Conventional List of Items of National Defence Expenditure drawn up for Purposes of 

· · Budgetary Publicity. · 
. -

A comparison of the categories in the U.S.A. draft with the conventional list of items of 
national defence expenditure for budgetary publicity .· purposes reveals the following 
discrepancies : 

. (r) Whereas the .conventional list drawn up for purposes of budgetary publicity includes 
only armaments utilisable for national defence purposes, the U.S.A. draft comprises, in addition 
to such material, arms and ammunition capable of being used for both military and non­
military purposes (Category IV), as well as arms and ammunition designed and intended for 
non-military use and which only incidentally and exceptionally can be used for military 
purposes (Category V) ; · · · · 

(2) Whereas a distinction is made in the conventional list drawn up for purposes of 
budgetary publicity and in the Model Statement itself between materiil intended for land 
forces, naval forces and air forces, no such clear distinction between them has been made in the 
U.S.A. draft. Category I of the U.S.A. draft covers arms intended for the land, naval and air 
forces (rifles, machine-guns, etc.) ; . ' 
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( ) Whereas the conventional list drawn up for purposes of. budgetary publicity _is v_ery 
detail~d. in the U.S.A. draft, material is_g;ouped together according to the system wh1ch 1t IS 
proposed to apply to it as regards ,pubhc1ty and control. 

* * * 

Although the following considerations merely constitute a l?rovisiona!- reply to the que~tion 
referred to it, the Technical Committ.ee would dr~w the sl?ec1al at~enhon of the Committee 
on Categories, for any necessary action, to the discrepancies mentioned un_?er {I) .. and (2)­
the discrepancy men~ioned under (3) is not of special importance from the pomt of VIew of the 
proposed co-ordination. · 

Conf.D.fC.C.F.I07. 
Conf.D.jC.D.jC.T.3o5. 

Geneva, April roth, I935· 

B. SuPPLEMENTARY REPL1i' TO QuESTION r.. 

Rearrangement of the Categories. 

Note by the Technical Committee on National Defence Expenditure. 

I. The principal differences of for~ betwee~ the categories pro~o~ed ·in th~ U.S.A. 
draft Convention and the conventional list of national defence expenditure established by 
the Technical Committee on Expenditure, together ~th the rea,:;ons ~y which ~h.e latter was 
guided, have already been explained by the T_echmcal C?m1mttee m a l?rovls!on~ note 1 • 

The text of the article adopted by the Techmcal Comrmttee on Categories • havmg _bee,n 
communicated, it is. now possible to make a more detailed reply to the above-mentioned 
question by applying in practice t 0 that article the principles of which a summary' acco~nt 
has already been given. The Technical Committee on Expenditure desires, however,. to pomt 
out that the conclusions it has formulated do not imply any expression of opinion as to the 
technical considerations on which the final decision of the Committee on ,Categories will be 
based and must not be construed as attempting to prejudge those decisions. ' 

II. With regard to the question of correspondence, the Technical Committee, being · 
unable to deal with it in every aspect, thought it best to consider the point solely from the angle 
of budgetary technique. Under those conditions, the formula appended hereto would, in the 
opinion of the Technical Committee, make it possible to establish a fairly close correspondence 
between the categories and the conventional list of national defence expenditure. For reasons 
inherent in the nature of the system contemplated by the Committee on Manufacture, however, 
it may be considered inexpedient to adopt a solution which would involve the redistribution of 
certain heads in Category I between Categories II and III. In that case, the Technical 
Committee on Expenditure is of opinion that a certain degree of correspondence could be 
established, if this were thought advisable, either by so arranging the heads in Category I as 
to show separately, inside that category, the expenditure of each of the three forces on the . 
common arms, or by requesting States to show, for each head under which material common 
to more th~n one of the forces appc;ars, the expenditure of each of the forces concerned on 
such material. 

* * * 

Appendix. 

OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE REDISTRIBUTION OF THE HEADS OF CATEGORIES I TO III, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING A CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE CONVENTIONAL LIST OF 

NATIONAL DEFENCE EXPENDITURE. 

I. In order to obta_in ex~t corresl?ondence between the composition of th~ categories 
and that of the conv~ntional hst ?f national defence expenditure, it would be necessary to 
rearrange the categories so as to ~nclude all the ar1ns, ammunition and other war material 
purc~~d or manufactured for nahonal defence forces, referred to in Part IV of the budgetary 
publiCity statement, the armaments of each of the forces-land, naval, or air-including the 
usual ar1ns employed by those several forces, appearing in a separate category. 

II .. As r~ar~ the comparison of the contents of the categories with the contents of the 
c_on_venhonal ~t, It ~ay be noted th!lt•. as the Committee on Manufacture was anxious to , 
lim1t the publlClty la1d down for certam Implements or arms, there is no need to propose any 

1 See A above. 
1 S.:e Article 4, page 789. 
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addition to the arms, etc., appearing in Categories I to III, even in the case of arms mentioned 
in one of the other categories, such as "revolvers and automatic pistols" (Category IV), 
which are, however, used by practically all national defence forces, and which, for that reason, 
are included in Part IV of the budgetary publicity statement. Similarly, it is not proposed to 
rearrange the contents of Category V, which includes certain aircraft inten.ded for the air forces 
not covered by .t~e definition provided for in Category Ill, and appearing in Part IV of the 
budgetary publicity statement. · 

III. The question that arises is thus how to effect, by distributing the heads of Categories 
I to III among those c:;~.tegories, a separation between the armaments of the three forces, so 
that ~ach force shall be represented by a single:category. 

· VI. As is dear from the character of the majority of the arms included under its various 
heads, Category I would require only a minimum of rearrangement in order to be used for 
the land forces. It would be sufficient to amend the present text in the following particulars : · 

(a) Heading : For " Military Armaments " read " Armaments : Land Forces " ; 

(b) Delete the sub-heading; 

(c) Head 5 : Delete" bombs'' (to be inserted in Category III)," torpedoesandmines, 
filled, etc." (to be inserted in Categories II and III) and " periscopes for submarines " 
(to ,be inserted in Category II). · 

V. In its present form, Category II does not cover the whole of the armaments of the 
naval forces, as the con;~mon weapons intended for the use of such forces, together with certain 
specifically naval types of ammunition, when such weapons and ammunition do not form part 
of the normal armament of a warship, are included in Category I. Category II might therefore 
be arranged as follows : · 

\ 

" Category II. Armaments. Naval Forces. 

·~ I. Rifles and carbines arid their barrels and bolts. \ 
" 2. Machine-guns; alftomatic rifles, and machine-pistols 

of all calibres, and their barrels and bolts. 
" 3· Guns, howitzers, and mortars of all calibres, and their 

mount~ngs, barrels,· recoil-mechanisms, and recuperators. 
" 4· Ammunition for the arms enumerated ·under I and 

2 above; .filled and unfilled/rojectiles for the arms enumerated 
under 3 above, and prepare propellant charges for those arms. 

" 5· Grenades, torpedoes, and mines, filled or unfilled, and 
apparatus for their use or discharge. Periscopes for submarines. 

Not forming part 
of the normal 
armament of a war­
ship (see under 6). 

"6. Vessels of war of all kinds, including aircraft-carriers and submarines, and their 
arms, a,mmunition, and implements of ,war, mounted on board, and forming part of their 
normal armaments." 

VI. . Similarly, for Category Ill, the following text might be considered : 

"Category III. Armaments. Air Forces. 

" I. Rifles and carbines and their barrels and bolts. 
I 

" 2. Machine-guns, automatic rifles, and machine-pistols of all calibres, and their 
barrels and bolts. 

" 3· Guns, howitzers, and mortars of all calibres, and their mountings, barrels, recoil­
mechanisms, and recuperators. 

" 4· Ammunition for the arms enumerated under I and 2 above ; filled and unfilled 
projectiles for the arms enumerated under 3 above, and prepared propellant charges for . 
those arms. · 

" 5· Grenades, bombs, and torpedoes, filled or unfilled, and apparatus for their 
qischarge. . 

" 6. Aircraft assembled or dismantled, both heavier and lighter than air, which, by 
reason of their design or construction, are adapted or intended either for 1_1aval or military 
reconnaissance or for aerial combat by the use of machine-guns, or artillery, or for the 

. carrying or dropping of bombs, or which are equipped with or prepared for any of the 
arms or appliances referred to under 2. 

"7· Special guns and machine-guns for aircraft, and their gun-mo~nts ~nd frames. 
Bomb-racks and torpedo-carriers, and bomb or torpedo release mechamsms. 
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VII. It is not for the Technical Committee on Expendituretoexpressanop_inionregar<;Jing 
the diversity of the armaments used by the . three natio!lal defence forc~s m the vanous 
countries. Possibly, for e~ample, it ~ay be neces~ary to mclude Head 6, tanks,. ~m~mre~ 
vehicles and armoured trams •. etc.", m all <:ategone,s, or to:repeat the reference to mmes 
in the categories relating to the land and arr for<:es also. . . . 

Such modifications, which could only be dec1ded _upon by t~e Comr~uttee on Categones, 
which is alone in possession of the necessary information, would. m no w1se affect the general 
purport" of the foregoing observations. ·! · · · • · 

C. REPLY ·To QuEsTION z. 
· Conf.D./C.C.F.gr. 

Geneva, March 25th, 1935. 

The questions referred for study by the· Sub-Committee on Manufacture to the Technical 
Committee on Expenditure include the following : . . · 

. How should th~ _particulars regarding State silbsidies .. 
to,· and shares in, private undertakings be shown in 
the copies of th~ licences ? 

The Technical Committee has the honour to recall that; during its previous sessions, if 
examined on several occasions the problems raised in connection with the. granting 
by Governments, in very diverse forms, of subsidies to private enterprises manufacturing 
armaments material and in ·connection 'with the participation of States in these enterprises. 
In the draft Convention it has prepared, the Committee has thought it desirable to insert 
stipulations providing, on the one hand, that exp·enditure on such· subsidies and shares should 
be included in ,the statements of national defence expenditure and, on the. other, that certain 
special information should be.given in connection· with these subsidies or shares (see in 
particular Volume I of the Report of the Technical Committee (document Conf.D.r58, pages: 
II, IS, 71 and Sr) and the draft Con:vention on· Publicity of National Defence Expenditure 
(document Conf.D./C.G.r6o(r), pages zg, 36, 40 and 8r)). . . · 

On coming to consider the question raised by the Sub-Com~ttee on Manufacture, the 
Technical Committee found that it did not possess the necessary documents to enable it to 
form a more definite idea as to the aim of the proposal thaf particulars regarding subsidies and 
financial shares should b~ shown in the copies of the -licences. In these circumstances, and 
before ·entering upon the technical studies for which it possesses the necessary data, the · 
Technical Committee considers it necessary to ask the Sub-Committee on Manufacture to be' 
good enough to supply it with more definite information on the subject. · 

Conf.D.JC.C,F,93· . 
Conf.D.fC:D'.jc. T.301. 

Geneva, March z8th, 1935.··. · ' 

D. REPLLES TO QUESTIONS 3 AND 4 AND ANNEXED NOTE IN REGARD TO THE CONNECTION 

BETWEEN PARTICULARS OF EXPENDITURE ON ANNUAL INSTALMENTS AND THE HEAD IV IN 

THE RETURN OF ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE. 

PROVISIONAL REPLY TO QUESTION 3· . 

What particulars should be shown in the return of estimates 
of annual instalments. (document C.onf.D.fC.C.F.6r) ? , 
To_ what arms and ~mplements of war might those 
est~mates · apply ? 

In. doc~~ent Conf.D.fC.C.F.6r (Article 7(c)-amendment .presented. by the. French 
delegation), ~tIS pro~osed ~hat at the beginning of the fi:qancial year, on a date to be determined; 
the contrachng parties will send a return showing : · . . 

(1) The. quantities of certain of the most important materials and . 
(z) . The a~ounts, specified by headings, of the credits granted for the manufacture· 

of certam matenals. · · 

T (a) Althou~ll the problems raised by this proposal have be~n r~ferred as a whole to the 
ech~1cal ~mm1ttee for stu~f· the latter does not appear to be qualified to express an opinion 

on t e particulars of quantities to be included in the annual instalments of manufacturing 
~~~am:s, ~ut can only pronounce on the particulars of expenditure to be so included 
• e~t dert ehs .1th aphpear to !est with the Committee to decide on the choice of materials i~ 
regar o w 1c t ese particulars should be given. 
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'.(b) Should the pri~cipie of indicating ann"Ual instalme~ts of manufacture be adopted, it 
appears that the three following possibilities might be contemplated : : . 

(I) Proposed expenditure to be shown separately for each of the arms listed in the 
categories ; · · . . · · 

(2) Expenditure to be shown by headings in the categories; 

(3) Expenditure to be shown separately for certain important arms included under 
· · certain headings of the categories. · · . 

The Committee thinks it necessary to make the following observations in regard to these 
three possibilities : · ' · . · . . 

Ad (I). From. the technic~! standpoint, there would be very· serious practical 
difficulties in giving particulars of expenditure separately for each of the arms enumerated 
in the categories. 

Ad (2). If ea~h of the headings in .those categories includes an enumeration 
of materials of. the same kind, the manufacture of which requires the use of similar plant, 
the Committee is of opinion that it will be possible to give, for each of the headings, 
estimates of the expenditure proposed for the manufacture of the materials enumerated; 

The preliminary examination of the categories provisionally established in document 
Conf.D;fC.C.F.fC. T.22(I) (s«;e Article4, page 789) shows that the headings of those categories 

' cover materials which for the most part have common technical features and are 
manufactured in the same factories, managed and administered by the same administrative 
offices, and that it sho)lld therefore be easy to combine the corresponding estimates of · 
expenditure. _ , · 
· _ Ad (3). As to the third possibility, the Committee cannot offer any definite opinion 
until it has some information regarding the materials in respect of which particulars 
would be specially required. . · · . . 

(c) The particulars ?f expenditure on the annual instalrrients (i.e., estimated expenditure) 
will be extracted with the help of administrative documents from the expenditure estimates in 
the budget or other national defence expenditure authorisations, or will be computed on the 
basis'of those estimates with the help of internal accounts. This being so, it is obvious (I) that; 
if the annual instalment of manufacture is to be computed by this method, the figures cannot · 
be regarded as verifiable by means of public-documents; (2) that the particulars of expenditure 
included in the annual instalments can relate solely to the manufacture of the materials . 
enumerated in the categories and which are intended for the land, naval and air armed forces. 

. On the one hand, when a heading only comprises material intended for the armed forces, 
the annual .instalment figure given will cover the. expenditure proposed for the manufacture 
of all the material under that heading. On the other hand, if a heading includes both material 
intended for the armed forces and material. intended for another use, the annual instalment 

• figures will. cover: only the manufacture of material under that heading .·intended for the 
armed forces. · · · · 

PROVISIONAL REPLY TO. QUESTION 4·. 

Question 4, Paragraph I . .. 
What is. to be. understood by expenditure on purchase and 

. manufacture for the purposes of Article 7, paragraph 
(c), second sub-paragraph (document 'Conf.D.fC.C.F. 
74) .? ·How, in particular, is such expenditure to be 
calculatea in the case of non-autonomous esta.blishments? 

·, 

I. By expenditure on purchl!Se and ~p.anufacture for the purposes of Article 7, paragraph 
(c), second sub~paragraph, is to be understood the sums .provided each year in the initial 
expenditure authorisations and granted by the public authorities to the national defence services: 

(a) For the purchase in the course:of the year of the arms, ammunition, implements 
and component parts enumerated in Categories I to V and intendedfor the land, naval and 
air forces, and 

(b).· For fimi.ncing in the course of the year the manufacture or construction. of the 
arms, ammunition; implements and component parts mentioned. under (a). 

. II. ·The foregoing stipulations apply to the purc~ase, manufacture or constructi.on of new 
and complete appliances, and also of component parts mtended for the subsequent manufacture 
of complete appliances,. or the modernisation or repair of existing appliances, sums provided 

· for the incorporation of component parts in existing appliances being excluded. 

III. ·(a) In the event· of the arms, ammunition, implements and component parts 
included under Point I being purchased from priv3;t~ fac!ories or foreign Governments, the sums 
earmarked for the purchase of such arms, ammuruhon, Implements and component parts shall 
be specified. · 
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'tion im .lements and component parts referred to in Point I 
(b)_ Ifdthe a~mst, ammuntl by' aut~nomous State establishments to the national defence 

are dehvere , agams paymen • b h · . 
services the estimated amount of such payment shall e s own. , . 

c ' If the arms, ammunition, implements and componen't ~arts referred to in Point I 
() uf t d r constructed in non-autonomous State estabhshments, the amount to be , 

are man ac ure 0 · ' 1 t b · t d ·n the art1'cle (raw shown shall include the estimated cost of the matena s o e mcorpora e 1 
materials semi-finished or finished products), labour and overhead charg~. ~en the 
Conventi~n is first put into effect, each State shall explain by_ what method 1t es~1mates the 
above-mentioned amount on the basis of its system of a~count!ng. If States find 1t ~ecessary 
to change their bases of calculation owing to changes m the1r methods of accountmg, they · 
should explain such changes. . · . . 

Note.-Should these stipulations subsequently b~ insert~d i~ the ci;aft Convention, they 
should be supplemented by instr-uctions regarding their apphcatlon .. 

Qrrestion 4, Paragraph 2. 

What degree of detail can be attained in the statement oj 
expenditure ? 

See reply to Question 3· 

Question 4, Paragraph 3· 

Is it possible to synchronise the st~tement ?I esti!11ated 
expenditure on manufacture provJded for Jn Artzcle 7, 
paragraph (c), secon~ sub-parapraph, ant! the st'ftement 
of estimated expendJture provJded for m Artzcle (d) 
of the draft Convention on Budgetary Publicity ? 

As has already be~n stated in the reply to Question 3, the expenditure indicated i~ the, 
annual instalments of the manufacturing programmes-repr~ents part of the total expenditure 
to be entered under Head IV. · . · 

Like the figures in Head IV, the expenditure figures for the annual instalments are taken 
from the budgets or other initial expenditure authorisations (see (c), page 839). . . 

The particulars in respect of the annual instalments represent additional detiJ.iled and 
specific information regarding the expenditure on the manufacture of the types enumerated in 
the categories, which is incorporated in toto in Head IV, together with the expenditure on the 
manufacture of material not mentioned in the categories and expenditure· on upkeep. 

The statements of estimated expenditure can only be drawn up at the moment when the 
budgets and initial expenditure authorisations are fixed. It will be at the same juncture that . 
the authorities will have in their possession the necessary material. to indicate, in respect of 
tl_le annual instalments, the required particulars of expenditure on the manufacture of the 
material enumerated in the categories. · 

The relationship between the information regarding that part of the expenditure comprised 
in the annual instalments and the-total expenditure on material shown in Head IV being thus 
demonstrated, the Committee considers that, from the technical point of view, it would be 

·possible for particulars of the expenditure involved by the annual instalments of the 
manufacturing programmes to be communicated to Geneva within the same time-lirtti.t (three 
months after the beginning of the financial year) as is fixed for the statement of estimated 
expenditure. . 

Annexed Note. 

CORRELATION BETWEEN THE PARTICULARS OF EXPENDITURE IN RESPECT OF ANNUAL 

INSTALMENTS AND HEAD IV OF THE STATEMENT OF ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE. 

It will be recalled that, in Dece~ber las(, when sub~itting his supplementary repoit 
(Con~.D.z58, Volum~ Ill), the Cha1rman of the Techmcal Committee on 'Expenditure 
mentioned the followmg text adopted by the Committee : . . 

"The. Co~mittee desires t~ point o~t; fir~tly, that, in .submitting its final draft for 
a Conv~~t10n, 1t h:;s only taken mto co!ls1derahon th.e techmcal requirements of a system 
of pubhctty of nabon.al defence expenditure. Accordingly, should it be thought advisable 
ultJ!llat;ly to co-ordznate budge~ary publicity with other forms of publicity, this co­
?Tdmalton sh~>Uld, from the techmcal point of view, be achieved by means of supplementary 
mstruments mdependent of the system of budgetary publicity proper." 

Th~ above text sho~s that the Technical Committee was considering the possibility of 
correlatJo~ between pubhcity co~cerning expendit~re and other forms of publicity. It would 
now appear that, as regards estimates of expenditure, the supplementary instruments, the 



possibility of which was considered by the Technical Committee, are taking the form, at any 
rate in the minds of certain delegations, of a statement of the expenditure proposed for the 
manufacture or construction of material. · 

Whereas budgetary publicity comprises under Head IV (Statement of Estimated 
Expenditure) the· whole of the expenditure proposed for the manufacture, construction and 
upkeep of the material used for the armed forces, the particulars of the annual instalment will 
cover only the expenditure· proposed for the manufacture and construction of the material 
included in the categories and intended for the armed forces. 

The expenditure shown in the annual instalment will therefore represent only a part of the 
expenditure included under Head IV. 
' Is it possible to establish correlation between "the whole" (expenditure under Head 
IV) and part of the expenditure included iri the annual instalments, and what will be the value 
of a camparison between these two indications of expenditure ? · 

The reply to this question is different according to whether we consider expenditure on 
land material, naval material or air material. ' · 

· I. Expenditure on Land Material. 

Expenditure on the arms, ammunition and fighting material intended for the land forces 
is to be found under sub-head M. The list of the materials the expenditure on which is included 
in this sub-head 'is given on page 30 of the draft Convention (document Conf.D.fC.G.x6o(I)). 
The whole of the material of the land forces enumerated in Category I (see Article 4, page 789) 
is included in the list of materials in sub-head M. However, that list also includes certain items 
such as vehicles for the transport of certain appliances, electrical apparatus, ammunition 
wagons, carts, side-arms, etc. It will therefore be seen that particulars of expenditure on the 
annual instalment of the manufacture programme will not cover the whole of the expenditure 
on the manufacture of the materials enumerated in sub-head M .. Nor will those particulars 
show the expenditure on upkeep included in sub-head M. Nevertheless, as Category I includes 
the most important land materials, the manufacture of which is the most costly, and as 
expenditure on manufacture is much greater than expenditure on upkeep, there can be no 
doubt that the particulars of the expenditure included in the annual instalments will comprise 
the greater part of expenditure on manufacture and even of the total expenditure in sub-head M. 
If therefore a comparison is made from year to year of the respective variations of the 
expenditure appearing in the annual instalments. and of the expenditure appearing in 
sub-head M of the statement of estimates, some very useful counterchecks will be obtainable. , 

2. Expenditure on Naval Material. 

(a) The list of naval material, the expenditure on which is included under Head IV 
of the Statement Of the Naval Forces (see page 31 of the draft Convention), is more complete 
than the enumeration of naval. material contained in Category II and Category I (see 
Article 4, 'page 789), but the two categories mentioned above comprise much the most 
important naval material., Moreover, the difference in the content of the particulars of 
expenditure in respect of annual instalments and those appearing in Head IV is merely due to 
the fact that the categories do not include certain ships such as tugs, barges, lighters, floating 
docks, etc. · 

Consequently, the expenditure on manufacture indicated in the annual instalments 
would cover a great part of the expenditure on .manufacture appearing under Head IV. 

· (b) Furthermore, sub-head L of the statement of estimates for the naval forces being 
exclusively concerned with expenditure on new construction to the exclusion of expenditure 
on upkeep which is contained in sub-head M, there is complete ·correlation between the annual 
instalments of the naval construction programmes and sub-head L of Head IV of the naval 
forces. It is self-evident that this correlation will provide a more definite basis of comparison 
between the particulars in respect of annual instalment l).nd the expenditure of Head IV, than 
in the case of the land forces.' 

3· Expenditure on Air Material. 

With referencetodocument-Conf.D.fC.C.F.fC.T.22(I) (seeArticle4, page78g), it will be noted 
that aircraft (Category III(I) and Category V(I)) are grouped, not on the basis of their use for 
military or civil purposes, but on the basis of the fact that they possess or are arranged for a 
definite equipment. Each of the two items indicated above can the~efore include aircraft used 
for military or civil purpose~. There is thus a difference of conception between Category II!, 
Item I, and Category V, Item I, on the one ha?d, and Head IV. of ~he State~ent for :Ur 
Forces on the other, which only comprises national def~nce expenditu_re on air matenal. 
A similar observation must be made as regards the matenal referred to m Items 2, 3 and 4 
of Category V. Thus, in establishing the relationsh!p between Head IV of the. Statement on 
Air Forces and the particulars of expenditure m respect of th~ an~mal IJ?Stalm~nts of 
manufacture of air material assigned to the armed forces, there anse difficulties which are 
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. tiall d t. the fact that the categories relating to air arma~ents co~tain both_materi~l 
~~~for {heu:ir 

0
forces and ~aterial used f<?r civil purposes, whlle, on the other hand, this 

material is included in two different categones. . . al . al t 
To sum u , the correlation between the particulars to be g~ven m t.he ~nnu mst men s 

· thp materials included in the headings of the categones and Heads IV. of 
~~~c;:~~:~entse will encounter the most favourable conditions in the case of naval matenal. 
In the case of land material, it will also provide counterc~ecks of g;eat :value. ·· . 

As regards air material, on the other hand, a grea~ d!ffic~ty will anse from the fact t~at 
air material forms part of two categories, and that the. differe_nt 1~embs1 o~ eac? of tfhtehse ca~eg?r~es '· 

t · t ·a1s for both military and civil use. This was meVIta e m VIew o e pnnc1p es con am rna en 'd d · •t k ' · 
by which the Committee on Manufacture has ~een gUI e m 1 s wor . 

Conf.D.JC.C.F.fg8. 
Conf.D.jC.D.jC.T.302 .. 

Geneva, April 8th, 1_935.' . 

E. PROVISIONAL REPL~ES TO QUESTIONS 5, 6, 7 ·and 8. 

Question 5· 

When and in what form, would it be possible to communicate 
a~•Y modifications int~o~~ced du~ing_ the financial 
year with regard to the ~mtzalfacts mdzcated as regards 
the annual instalments of the manufacturing and 
purchasing programmes? (Document Conf.D.fC.C.F.6r.) 

Would it be possible to synchronise .the communications 
regarding such modifications and the summary re!urns 
provided for in Article E of the draft Convention on 
budgetary publicity? · . · 

The labours of the Technical Committee on National Defence Expenditure have shown 
that the initial expenditure authorisations nearly' always undergo modifications in the course 
of the year as a consequence of the voting of supplementary credits ur the cancellation of · 
credits. ' 

The general practice of many Parliaments and other legislative bodies is to groiip together 
in aggregate amounts at specified periods the modifications they make in their initial . 
expenditure authorisations. , . · · · 

The Technical Committee on Expenditure, in proposing 1 ~he communication• of summary 
statements indicating the aggregate modifications made in the initial ·expenditure 
authorisations, and in providing for the submission of such statements at the expiration of 
two successive periods of nine and fifteen months from the beginning of the financial year, 
may be said to have adapted the principle of the intemational.publicity of such modifications 
to the practice commonly in use in ~everal countries. The indications of expenditure shown in 
respect of the annual instalments representing, with reference to Heads IV of the statements 
of expenditure, an additional specification of the most important items of expenditure on the 
manufacture of material may (like the expenditure 'authorisations as a whole) be modified 
in the course of the year. · . . 

It migbt no doubt be desirable, particularly where these modifications in the annual 
instalments involve large figiires, to have these modifications communicated as and when they 
occur. But if the principle of the successive communication of all such indications of 
modifications to Geneva were to be adopted, the despatch and registration of these particulars 
would mean a considerable and continuous amount of clerical work. The essential, it would· 
seem, is that it should be possible to estimate the variations in the financial expenditure . 
·approved by the different countries for the manufacture and construction of implements of 
war at relatively short intervals. . , · · · 
· Now ~hat. the Technica! Commi!tee has proposed the production of summary stateme~ts 
at the exprrabon of two penods of nme and fifteen months from the beginning of the financtal . 
·year for the purp~ses of b_udgetary publicity in regard to military activities as a whole, there 
app~ars t? be no Im_Perab':e. r~as?n :'lga~nst the a'dopti.on of the same periods in the case ol 
modificat10~s made m the Imbal mdicabons of expenditure on manufacture, forming part of 
the annual mstalments of the programme of ·manufacture.. , · , 

' 
* * * 

The question 'raised relates, not only to the date of the communic~tion of the modificati~ns, 
but also to the form of such statements of modifications. . ' · 

That form (whic_h the Technical Committee will not be in a position to determine until 
later) d~pends essentially on the form to be adopte!l for the statements of expenditure on the 
annual .mstalments. The ~tatements of modifications should be related to the statements of 
expenditure on the a_nn~al1?stalments, and should show the modifications representing increases 
or decreases on the mdtcabons of the annual instalments calculated on the same basis as the 
latter. · ' 

* * .. 
1 5ce draft Convention, Article E (document Conf.D./C.G,I6o(z), page. 7). 



·It should be observed that, while a knowledge of these successive modifications is of very 
_great interest from ·the standpoint of the· publicity of expenditure on manufacture, and 
consequently of manufacture itself as the sour:ce of such expenditure, there is no prospect of 
being able to ,establish a connection between the indications of these modifications in the annual 
instalments. and the summary of statements of the draft Convention on the Publicity of 
National Defence Expenditure. It is only possible to establish a synchronisation between 
the summary statements of budgetary publicity and the statements of modifications of the 
annual instalments of manufacture. The comparison of the two may, h.owever, make it possible 
in certain cases to determine to some extent the nature of the expenditure to which the 
variations in the initial national defence expenditure authorisations relate. 

*' * * 

. Question 6. 

Would. it be possible to estalJlish a relationship and 
synchronisation between the statement of expenditure 
on s~ch manufacture and. the statement of the expenditure 
incurred; provided for in Article F of the draft Convention · 
on budgetary publicity? 

The Committee has been, supplied with no explanations relating to the statement of 
expenditure on manufacture mentioned in Question (). . 

The establishment of a. system of publicity regarding completed manufactures was· 
coptemplated in an amendment proposed by the French delegation (document Conf.D./ 

· C.C.F.6I, last paragraph), though the proposal was not put in the form of a definite text. 
. In view of the terms of the French proposal and the comments of the French expert, it 
would appear that such publicity would have the .same scope as the publ.icity in regard to 
annual instalments of armaments programmes-that .is to say, it would show expenditure 
on the purchase and manufacture of material for national defence purposes, it being understood 
that -the figures for ·each head would represent total expenditure of manufacture actually 
completed during the period dealt with in the statement. · ' 

The Committee's reply to Question 6 is tentative and in general terms. 
As the categories have not yet been finally drafted, the Technical Committee cannot yet 

indicate the'final form which might be taken by the statement of the expenditure incurred by 
·each Government in respect of the manufacture and purchase of war material for its own. use. 

The Technical Committee nevertheless wishes to point out that it is possible for States to 
ascertain for each implement manufactured or constructed for its account the total' amount 
spent on such manufacture or construction: 

In point of fact :. . · . 

' (I) When a State purchases its materi~I, it is easy for it to enter the price it pays 
(purchase price) in the statement of aggregate expenditure on manufacture ; 

(2) When the material is manufactured in autonomous State establishments, the 
supply price is always known ; · 

· (3) When the material is constructed in non-autonomous State establishments, the 
cost price can be discovered, either on the basis of costing accounts (industrial accounts), 
or on the basis of statistics kept in the establishments or by administrative authorities. 

Technically, therefore, it is possible to group head by head the aggregate expenditure on 
the _manufacture of each of the articles listed in the categories. · 

Connection between the Statement of Expenditure on Manufacture and Heads IV in the Model 
·Statements. 

Generally speaking, the manufacture of the more important classes of material, even when 
mass production methods are employed, takes more than one year. 

Heads IV in the statements of actual expenditure (Article F of the draft Conyention on 
. Budgetary Publicify) comprise expenditure during a single year on manufactures begun in the 
course of previous years or still uncompleted by the .end of the year to which the statement 
refers. The statements of aggregate expenditure on manufacture, on the other hand, comprise 
the aggregate amounts in respect of· manufactures actually completed during the year with 

· which the statement deals, even though the cash payments of which such amounts are made 
-up may be spread out over a number of years. · 

It should furthermore be pointed out that, unlike the Heads IV of the various statements 
. of actual expenditure,' the statements of 3,ggregate expenditure on manufacture only include 
sums expended on (he manufacture of the type of material enumerated in the categories and 
take no account of expenditure on the 'manufacture of materi~l which, though intended for 
the armed forces, is not included in these categories, or of expenditure on upkeep. 

The contents of the two statements are therefore different, and no direct link can be 
established between the particulars that they supply. At the same time, it should be borne 
in mind that the expenditure on the manufacture of the material enumerated in the categories 
generally represents much the greater part of the exp7nditure on the manufayture of the types 
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of material included in the conventional list of expenditure for the purposes of budgetary 
publicity. Such being the case, whenever manufa~ture take~ more than c;me year, the . 
e:~penditure sho'll'n in the manufacture statements 1s progressively entered· m the annual. 
accounts as such manufactures are financed ; if, therefore, the whole . of the aggregate 
e:\.lJellditure on manufacture and the whole of the expenditure entered in the Heads IV of the 
statements of actual e."lJellditure are considered ot•er a period of years, it may be supposed that 
there should be a possibility of establishing a certain connection between the particulars shown 
in the two statements. It is inconceivable that the expenditure shown in the two statements 
should not, in the long run, exhibit at least the same tendencies . 

. SytiCimmislliiotJ. 

The structure of the closed accounts is such that the statements of aggregate expenditure 
on manufacture cannot generally be made out on the bas\s of figures extrac~ed from such 
accounts. Even if in the case of certain expenditure it proved possible to use such a method, 
the production of the statements would be too much delayed on account of the long period 
required for the compilation and production of the closed accounts. Such being the case, and in 
order to ensure that publicity is given to the statements of aggregate expenditure on 
manufacture before they lose' their current interest, these statements -should be based upon 
purchase prices, the value of supplies delivered by autonomous establishments; or the statistical 
information kept by non-autonomous State establishments, as the case may be. As this 
information can be supplied long before the publication ·of the closed accounts; there is no 
question of synchronisation between the two statements. 

* * * 

Question 7· 

(a) ~hat time slwtJd be ·allowed for the despatch by the 
different States of the statements indicating the national 
defe11C1! expenditure earmarked for the manufacture 
and purchase of arms and implements of war ; 
(Document Conf.D.fC.C.F.74(I).) 

(b) What time should be allowed for sending in particulars 
of any nwdifications of the figures given in the initial 
statement? 

As regards (a), the Committee refers to the reply to Question 4, paragraph 3·' 
As regards (b), see the reply to Question 5 above.• · 

* * * 
Question 8. 

What should be the time--limit, and what other conditions 
should be laid down as regards the sending-in of the 
quarterly retu~ns of the total value, under each heading 
of the categorus, of ~he arms and implements of war the 
manufacture of whu;h was completed in the previous 
quarter J (See document Conf.D.jC.C.F.sB.) 

. L!Jre 9nesti?n 6, Question 8_was referred to the Technical Committee on Expenditure for 
mvestigahon, _Without an}_' special explanations. . · . . 
( ~ording <1 Question 8, ho~ever, <;<>ntains a reference to document Conf.D./C.C.F.s8 
a~ t subiJ?ttte~ by the :Umte~ Kmgdom delegation). This document shows that 
~bon 8 was ra~ m connection wtth the amendment to Article 7(d) of the U S A draft 
~lSt!n~dmeft as at substituting for the statement of total quantities manufa~t~red i~ 
total al ory 0 a tate a quarterly statement, under each heading of the categories of the 
of ta; ~ of such ~nhfactu~es. Each Government should therefore assume the obhgation 
fr:its ~;=~ bu: f:,e;ntory under its jurisdiction the value of manufactures, not only 
Th d" ' a or account of other Governments, and for the use of other parties 
a :is7~~ ~the ~men~md~ submitted by t~e Un!ted Kingdom delegation also shows that 
manufactured f~h!~fat~e an~ t~~ct of :rhclesdticluded in Category III between those 

The Committee must . ma!lu acture ~r other purposes. 
rm the noo-budgeta as ~n~t~~etha~bt cannot, wtthout exceeding its powers, pronounce 
nnaMe w examine ~e ~itions unfcr ~~'f h\{;a(;ufactures. The Committee is therefore 
6tatenu,nts regarding the total value of materral m:nuf~~~~Ji!sth~kl1efrl~~~;~ and furnish 

1 S....e p-..;t_.e 8.., above, 
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The Technical Committee considers, however, that the statements of total value under 
each heading of the categories of arm$ and implements of war the manufacture of ~hich is 
completed, would include both : -

' ' 
{I) The expenditure for the purchase and manufacture of ·implements of war of the 

Government in whose territory the manufacture is carried out ; 
{2) The values of manufactures carried out in its territory for other parties. 

As regards Point {I), the Committee can only refer to the considerations expressed in reply 
to Question 6. . · 
, As regards Point {2), the statement of total expenditure on manufacture carried out in the 

territory of a State, including other. items of expenditure than the expenditure incurred by the 
Government, there can be no correlation between Heads IV, which only include national' 
defence expenditure, and the said statement. . · 

Time-limits. 
' The determination of the time-limits for the sending-in of the statement of expenditure 

incurred on manufacture should, in the Technical Committee's opinion, be postponed until 
later, since, in general, the time-limits for sending in the publicity documents provided for in 
the draft Convention on the Regulation of the Trade in and Manufacture of Arms must form 
the subject of a comprehensive-review, based on knowledge of the dates at which each country's 
. financial year opens, and also o~ a knowledge of the period over which budgets are executed. 

ANNEX IV. 

Conf.D.fC.C.F.JP.V.37· 

MINUTES OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH MEETING {PUBLIC) OF THE COMMITTEE 
FOR THE REGULATION OF THE TRADE IN AND PRIVATE AND STATE 

MANUFACTURE OF ARMS AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR. 

Held on Satu.rday, April I3th, I935, at IO a.m. 

Chairman: M. DE ScAVENIUS (Denmark). 

ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT REPORT ON THE PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE 
{FIRST READING) (document Conf.D.fC.C.F.Ioo {I)). 

The CHA1RMAN said that it gave him great satisfaction to welcome to the present meeting 
Mr. Henderson, President of the .Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments. 
After having listened to the discuss.ion which was about to take place, Mr. Henderson would 
be able to carry away with him a first-hand impression of the attitude of the various 
Governments on the important problem which the Committee h:ad been charged to examine. 

The Chairman proceeded to outline the work which had been done since the previous 
plenary meeting on March Ist. Acting upon tlie mandate received from the Bureau of the 
Conference on November 2oth, I934, the Committee had met on February I4th last and 
unanimously decided to take the draft submitted to the Bureau of t)J.e Conference by the 
United States delegation as the basis of its discussions. The discussion of the draft had occupied 
nine meetings, in the course of which various proposals and amendments. had been tabled. 

By March Ist the general discussion had been terminated, and the Committee had decided 
to suspend its plenary meetings and entrust the examination of Chapter I. (Categories) to 
the Technical Committee on Categories, that of Chapter II to the Sub-Committee 
on Manufacture and that of Chapter III to the Sub-Comm1ttee on Trade. • The first of these 
three Sub-Committees was presided over by General Benitez and the two others by the Vice-
Chairman and Rapporteur, M. Komarnicki. · 

During the six weeks which had since elapsed, these Sub-Committees had worked without 
. intermission. For the consideration of certain special questions they had been obliged to set 
up other bodies, such as the ,Transit Committee, presided over by M. Westman, and the 
Committee of Jurists, presided over by M. Gorge. . 

The achievements of the past eight weeks could be gauged from the documents which had 
been distributed. They justified .the inference that the mandate which the Committee had 
received from the Bureau had been discharged, at least in part. 

As the present session had to be concluded befor? the opening of tha~ o~ the League 
Council it had been necessary to hold the final meetmg that day. That m 1ts turn had 
necessit'ated a certain haste in the preparations, which explained why the Secretariat had not 
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wt had time to pro~de the Committ~tl with copies in both l~guages of all the t~xts w~ich. "-ere to be discussed that morning. The Chairman regretted th1s and hoped that ~he English­
speaking delegations would, as an exception, consent to work partly on the basts of French 
texts though this would not create a precedent. . 
· ~ The Chairman then requested the Rapporteur to be good enougJ:t to ~xplam the ge~eral· 

outline of the te.xts and reports before the Committee, after first assunng h1m of the gratitude 
and admiration which his indefatigable zeal had called forth among all memb_ers of the 
Committee. He also thanked General Benitez, M. Westm~ and.~- Gor~~ for their valuable 
co-operation, and, in the last place, the Secretariat for their unfailing asSistance. 

M. BoRBERG (Denmark) said that, when the problems wi_th whi~h the Com~ttee had to d_eal 
were last discussed before the General Committee, he had finished his o~servabo~s by expressmg 
the hope that the President of the Conference, .Mr. Henderson, ~ght receive the Wateler 
Prize, which he had just been awarded, as a regular annual mc~me. The _Conf~rence 
had a.ssi.,oned him a very troublesome task, and they knew that he was gomg to take 1t senously. 
Since then, Mr. Arthur Henderson had received the Nobel Prize, and M. B_orberg thoug~~ that 
the members of that Committee, who were moie fully aware than most outsiders of _how diligent, 
how enenretic how ever ready to sacrifice any minute of his time to the labours of th1s Conference 
Yr Henders~n had been, and who moreover, were dealing with those very private 
:m.a:nufacturers of whom Nobel was on~. had greater cause than any other Committee of the 
Conference for' congratulating Mr. Arthur Henderson on having received the Nobel Prize, and 
telling him-M. Borberg felt sure that he was expressing the thoughts of all-that they knew 
that he had well deserved it. · 

The CllAilrnAN.said that the whole Cominittee would join with M.Borberg in his tribute to 
Mr. Henderson. ' 

' 
Mr. STEVENSON (United Kingdom) said that he had just a few remarks to make on the 

que:;i:ion of procedure. The United Kingdom delegation was quite ready to agree to consider 
certain of-the documents which were before the Committee in French only. He was, however, 

· glad to hear that this was not to be regarded as a precedent. In this connection, he thought 
he should, as a matter of principle, remark that this was not the first occasion on which, . 
instead of there being a simultaneous issue of texts in the two languages, the English-speaking 
delegations had had to work on French texts. Not once, but many times, during their nine 
weeks of work in this Committee, the same situation had arisen. Mr. Stevenson knew that the 
Committee's Secretariat were in no way to blame ; they had worked as hard as any human 
beings could;- bnt he would like to suggest to the Bureau of the Committee that the Secretary­
General of the League be asked to look into the matter and consider whether some improvement 
of the system was not possible. . · · 

Yr. WILSO:s (United States of America) . said that he was happy to acquiesce in 
the Chairman's suggestion that the Committee should:work on the French text, but was · 
equally happy to hear that that fact did not constitute a prei:edent for future work. He was 
sure that there would still be an opportunity for his Office to put forward any suggestions 
concerning the English text, not as a matter of principle, but merely as a matter of the drafting 
of texts. . . ' 

Y. KoxAR:SICKI (Poland), Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur, wished, in the ·first· place . 
to thank the Chairman for the kind way in which he had referred to himself. It had been with 
the greatest pleasure that he had made his modest contribution to the Committee's work, 
which occupied such an important place in the activities of the Conference for the Reduction 
and Limitation of Armaments. · 
• By the ad?J>tion that ~y <1 the .V?l~minous report which he had the honour to submit, 

tne new stage m the Comnnttee s actiVIties which had opened on February 14th of that year 
w~ to be brought_ to a close. The report was the result of the combined efforts of certain bodies 
which the ~nnttee ha:f se_t ~p a~d of enquiries which had lasted two full months in the 
~lb-ually difficult and diSquieting orcumstances of the contemporary political situation. If 
his report ?I" speech betrayed a certain optimism, that should not be interpreted as mere 
surface poli~ess, but as the entirely sincere expression of a conviction derived from his 
~ observab~ a~d from an entirely objective examination of the results which had been 
achteVed, ~~ly tf those results were jud~?ed in the light of the distance travelled since the 
modest beginmngs•of the first year of the DISarmament Conference. M. Komarnicki had had 
the honour and the pleasure of being initiated into the activities of that Committee as its 
Rappr.llieur and Vice-Cha~rman, in which capacities he had continued ever since its inception. 
If me_mbers of the Comm1ttee would cast back their minds to the first report which he had 
subnntted to the Burea~ of the Conference on November 12th, 1932, they would see the extent 
of t:b.e headway made smce then: Several principles which were to-day unanimously accepted 
were _then ron tested, a fact wh1ch was a very serious obstacle in the way of progress. In 
~n q~~, drm~ts were even. entertained as to whether it was, worth the Conference's 
~~1lt: deahng.v.;th tblS apparen~ly msolublt;yroblem when its pro~amme of work was in any 
~~ !'/J ~mpl~a!PA and S;O_heaVJly loaded. Smce that time, the log1c of events and the progress 
'Jf Je JTnnn!tee's enqUJru.'!l bad overcome all objections, and a chapter on the manufacture 
~ t!;~r~ m a.-m~ was now regarded as an indispensable feature of any system for the 
m - ~ IJ'Alio. rtgulatwn (I{ armaJJU:nts. The impetus given to the Committee's activities by 
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the United States Government's initiative the previous year had led to the framing of the 
first texts, which M. Komarnicki had had the honour to submit with his report to the General 
Commission on July 23rd, 1934. A new United States initiative and a draft Convention laid 
before the Bureau on November 2oth, 1934, had greatly facilitated the Committee's recent 
activities. Those activities were, of course, not yet complete and could not be completed until 
the Governments had taken important decisions. As was generally appreciated, moreover, 
such ·decisions, especially in the case of great industrial States, had to make allowance for 
various factors of a political, economic and social character. It was for the Governments to 
assume· their responsibilities. All that could now be done was to await their'decisions on which 
the next ang-as M. Koinarnicki himself hoped-final stage of the Committee's work would 
depend. . . .. 

The C.ommittee had,. even so, performed its principal task. It' was placing the fullest 
possible material in the hands of the Governments. It was enabling each Government to 
examine the individual and national aspects of the problems· of manufacture of and trade in 
arms within the general framework which had emerged from the Committee's investigations. 

Members of the Committee would see, on reference to the texts before them, 
. that the passages in italics-that was to say, the passages unanimously adopted by the 

Committee-were not very numerous, especially in the chapter on manufacture. Nevertheless, 
there we.re two important new facts deserving of mention: (I) .it was now possible to consider 
one or more texts mstead of mere declarations of principle, and (2) the attitude of the majority 
of delegations towards all the problems involved was gradually beginning to take definite 
shape .. The stage 'of groping uncertainty had been left behind, through the crystallisation of 
pr'ogrammes. Visibility had improved. It. was gradually becqming possible to distinguish 
what was practicable in present circumstances and to gain a glimpse of the bases of future 

· compromise. If, as M. Komarnicki had pointed out in his report, the problem of supervision 
constituted the main point of difference between delegations, there were many other problems 
still to be solved, and to pass this stage a considerable effort would have to be made. 

The speaker did not think he need give detailed explanations of the report. The latter 
consisted of the following sections' (1) Genera,! observations and summary of the Committee's 
proceedings; (2) draft texts; (3) observations and. reservations concerning the draft texts. 
The documentary material essential for future discussions was annexed to the report and 

· would certainly have a considerable effect on the decisions of Governments, more especially­
in the case of some articles the scope and ·real meaning of which it had proved impossible to 
define fully during the discussions which had just closed. He referred to the report of the 
Committee of Jurists, the report of the Committee on Transit, and the replies given by the 
Technical Committee of the National Defence Expenditure Commission to the questionnaire 
drafted by the present Committee. The three annexes had not been examined in the Committee, 
but ha:d been incorporated as they stood in its documentation. · . · 

The report which M. Komarnicki had th'e honour to submit for the Committee's approval, 
and which he·was prepared, if necessary, to defend, was, like any other human production, 
certairtly not perfect. He was willing to insert any corrections necessary, particularly if the 
opinions of certain Governments were not conveyed with absolute accuracy. However 
imperfect the document might be, he nevertheless felt sure that it would form a sound basis for 
future·work. It was to be hoped-and he felt he was not too rash in expressing the hope-that 
the general political situation would become clearer and, if ·he might say so, more favourable 
to the future effort in the sphere of the international regulation of the manufacture of and trade 
in arins. . 

In expressing these hopes for the final success of the Committee's work, he was taking 
leave of his colleagues; whose kindness, courtesy and friendship had greatly ·helped him to 
carry out his difficult task as Rapporteur to the Committee. 

Mr. RIDDELL (<(anada) said that the Canadian delegation, in studying the draft report 
now before the Committee, had been glad to see the very considerable measure of agreement 
achieved during the first reading. Even if they were finally compelled to accept an agreement 
at the minimum level, the work done would still have been worth while. It was to be hoped, 
however, that_during the second reading it would be possible to agree on a more comprehensive 
scheme of publicity for the manufacture of and trade in arms. 

It was a great satisfaction to the Canadian delegation that recent instructions from its 
Government enabled it to inform the Committee that the Canadian Government supported 
the maintenance in the text of the provision for the publicity of orders, on the assumption 
that no greater detail was contemplated than in the case of publicity for actual exports. 

· As regards aircraft, the Canadian delegation had stated in general debate that, in· its 
Government's opinion, civil and military aircraft should both be brought under the Convention. 
As the technical experts seemed to be agreed on the feasibility of differentiating between civil 
and military aircraft, the Canadian delegation W<J.S authorised to accept the proposed formula 
involving the regulation of the trade in military aircraft under Category III and in civil 
aircraft under Category V of Article 4· . · 

The Canadian delegation also agreed to the insertion in the Convention of a provision 
requiring transit permits. . 

Further, because of the de~irability of securing general assent to the organisation of a 
Permanent Disarmament Commission with wide powers for eventual_ armament control, 
the Canadian delegation was ready to accept the·establishment of a Permanent Disarmament 
Commission with the right to make inspections on the spot. 



Th dele=tion wished to associate itself with the welcome extended by the Chairman 
d :M e B b~ to the distinruished President of the Conference, Mr. Arthur Henderson, 

~os~ p~ce '!.vas a good om~ lor the successful conclusion of the Committee's work. 

Mr. WILSON (United States· of America) ,cordiall_y associated himself with the w.o!ds of 
welcome and tribute paid to Mr. Henderson and also Wlth the thanks tendered by the Chrurman 
to the RapporteUr and the Secretariat. 

He thought that the termination of the first reading ?f the draft Co~vention f!Jr ~he 
regulation of the manufacture of and trade in arms should g~.ve an op~o~tumty for reVIeWing 
what had been done and what remained to be done, and also for outlinmg the future course 
of the Committee's work. 

Last November the United States delegation had laid its draft text before the Bureau, 
and two ~onths ago the various Committees had begun their detailed study of. that dr~t. 
The United States draft had been conceived and drawn up to form a compronuse solution 
between the various views advanced on the problems before the Committee. The United 
States Government, on the basis of the results of previous discussions at Geneva, had embodied 
in that text certain principles which it thought were indispensable if an agreement was to be 
secured. 

The result of the discussions just terminated showed the extent of the task which the 
Committee had accomplished. The document now submitte~ showed that ~he man~acture · 
of and trade in arms could be regulated, and that the only hindrance to nations. draWlng up · 
a Convention was a difference of views as to .the form to be taken by that regula bon. 

The debates had revealed unanimous recognition of the principle' of full national 
responsibility for national control There was agreement on the principle of equality 
of treatment as between State and private manufacture and as between importing :and 
exporting countries. Further, there was agreement also on the establishment of a licensing 
system and of a publicity internationally ~upervised. That marked a substantial progress 
toward future success. 

There were, however, certain points on which unanimous agreement had not been found. 
They were questions which, in the view of many delegations, formed an inseparable part 
of any future Convention. The United States delegation had hoped that the draft it had 
originally proposed offered a middle road which might have met with general acceptance. 
The discussions held had shown that, while some felt that the draft went .too far, others 
believed that it did not go far enough. His delegation still thought that its proposals, or rather 
the present middle column, which contained the essential features of the draft submitted by· 
the delegation, held out hopes of future agreement, and in that connection the declaration 
they had just heard from the Canadian representative was most important. How could 
agreement be reached ? That was a question for the study and consideration of Governments, 
but the United States delegation hoped that work could be resumed at the earliest possible 
moment. Yr. Wilson was sure that that opinion was shared by all his colleagues. The date, 
however, depended on how quickly the various Governments concerned could settle the 
differences recorded in the report. That was their responsibility. 

Yr. Wilson wished to repeat that the present text represented a valuable basis for future 
work, and thought he could say that there were no differences not clearly specified therein, 
just as there were no agreements which were not also recorded. In other words, the Committee 
had before it all the elements involved in a solution of the problem. It now remained for 
Governments to see in what way the divergent views could be reconciled. He was firmly 
convinced that they would be constrained to seek such harmony. The peoples they represented 
would !lot tolerate the unchecked continuance of the evils of unregulated production of and 
traffic m arms. Still less would they tolerate it when they realised that all Governments were 
now unanimou;; in wishing for a regulation of that industry and for the elimination of its evil 
diect~ .. At thetr final session <?f the present phase of their work, he desired to say how deeply 
the Un~ted _Sta~ representatives appreciated the courtesy and interest shown by the other 
deleg:at10ns m t~ ef~orts to find a text which might meet with support. They had encountered · 
notr~mg but a~ mtelligent and sympathetic comprehension of the difficulties connected with 
finding that m1ddle path, and they wished to express their most sincere thanks. 

In conclusion, Mr. Wilson proposed the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Hn~ERsox, President of the Conference, said that his first words must be to thank 
ll. de Sr..avemus for the very kind welcome extended to him as President of the Conference 
<Jil the (<',~nmittee's and his own behalf. He appreciated that very much indeed and could not 
Jlf<M:ed wtthoot also noticing the friendly expressions of M. Borberg. As might be expected, 
th-.: ~-.:nh referred ~o by the latter had made a very deep impression on his-Mr. Henderson's 
-rmnd! a;~ he felt Jt U> be a r~Jgnitirm of the various efforts he had made, not only during 
!"'-' ~nrA of t~,.., Ccm~(,-nce, but for. many years previou.~ly, in the interest of world peace. 
11.-.: tnlJtJte JTd.lrl t<J lnm wa~>, he bl:heved, one which not only th~. Conference but also the 



entire peace movement of the world highly appreciated and ~hich must perforce fill him witl:i 
a profound feeling of gratitude, not only to those who had bestoweq the honour, but also to 
those who had so clearly marked their appreciation of such a distinction being conferred on the 
Pre.sident of the Disarmament Conference. He thanked M. Borberg very sincerely for the 
extremely kind words he, had spoken on that point. , 

He was delighted to be able to be present on such an occasion. The Committee was just 
concluding eight weeks of very strenuous work, and he wished to join with the Chairman 

· and other speakers in cqngratulating M: Komarnicki and all the other persons mentioned, and 
also the present Committee and the ,Sub-Committees working on its behalf, for the indefatigable 
way in which they had done their work during the last eight weeks. Might he add that there 
was more in that task than met the eye at first sight, more than the fact that the delegations 
had been .~o~king? He did .not t~ink it would be wro!lg.to say that there had been a great 
deal of cnbc1sm of the way 11), which the Conference did 1ts work. He was not sure that, in 
some sections of the Press in one country or another, an obituary notice had not more than once 
been written on,the Conference. Yet the fact that the Committee had been able to put in 
those eight weeks of. strenuous labour went to show that the Conference was still alive, and, 
with the assistance of M. de Scavenius and others who he knew were no less anxious than 
himself to secure a world agreement on armaments and peace, he was determined not to let 
the Conference die. . ' , ' 

He realised, of course, that the subject before the Committee was fraught with difficulties ; 
but the delegates present had been so devoted and so earnest in tackling the work which had been 

· given, not only to the present Committee, but also to its Sub-Committees, that they had in 
great measure overcome many of the difficulties with which they were faced. So far as he could • 
gather from a cursory perusal of the report and the texts and from the statements made by . 
the Committee's highly conscientious Rapporteur, their efforts had resulted in reducing some 
of the main divergences of opinion between the various delegations. No doubt the texts were 
only th,e result of a first reading, but Mr. Henderson ventured to hope that, at a not too distant 
date, and in the better international atmosphere that they were all praying and longing for, 
the Committee might again assemble to begin the second reading, when more unanimous texts 
would emerge from those discussions. Even at the present stage, however, it was no 
exaggeration to say that those texts contained valuable elements for a general Convention 
for the control of the manufacture of and trade in, arms such as would facilitate realisation of 
the fundamental purpose of the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments. 

As there was general agreement on the need for effective regulation, it should not be 
impossible to agree on the question of method. He hoped, therefore, that, when the texts had 
been circulated to the members of the Bureau, to the General Commission and to the 
Governments, the latter ~ould be willing to make a further and deliberate effort of conciliation 
and give their delegates 'the necessary instructions, so as to enable them to improve on the 
present position as set out in the articles before the Committee. That might enable the 
Committee to secure the more unanimous results to which he had just referred. 

Mr. Henderson thankc:d the Committee very sincerely and trusted that when it met again 
it would be able, as he had just said, to mark progress. 

M. AuBERT (France) thought that, after eight weeks of discussion, the time had come to 
make a general survey of the draft to be submitted to Governments for their examination 
with a view to a second reading. 

He would like to deal with its past, its present and its future. 
As regards its past, the majority of the ideas contained in the draft had been mooted some 

considerable time since. As long ago as 1926, the question of control and of a permanent 
commission had been discussed by the Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament 
Conference. The exchange of information regarding effectives and expenditure had also been 
contemplated ; but nothing had been said about material. Nevertheless, in 1925, a Convention 
regarding trade had been drawn up and, in 1929, the outlines of a draft concerning the 
manufacture of arms had been prepared, but neither the Convention nor the draft in question 
came within the framework of a general Convention ; those problems were only dealt with from . 
the very narrow angle of trade in certain zones or as a remedy for the evil effects of private 
manufacture. ~ 

·Then there had come the Disarmament Conference. It had taken up the question of 
material but for months had confined itself to its qualitative limitation. Notwithstanding 
the sugg~stions made by the French delegation in the autumn of 1932 and its detailed proposal 
submitted in the spring of 1933, the majority of the member,s of the Committee on Manufacture 
and Trade were much more anxious to improve the 1925 and 1929 drafts than to endeavour 
to write a chapter of the general ~onvention regarding the manufacture of and trade in arms. 

The United States draft was submitted in November 1934 and represented an important 
advance. The question of material was-and, he thought, rightly-regarded as the very crux 
of the armaments problem ; while h~ did not underestimate the importance of the ~umber and 
value of combatants, it was becorrung more and more correct to say that matenal was the 
essential factor. After all, less time was required to convert a civilian into a soldier than to 
manufacture up-to-date implements of war in sufficient quantities, to collect them together 
with a view to mobilisation, to put them into service and to accustom the troops to use them. 
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r h" . therefore the great merit of the United States draft was that 'it regarded 
ubliclt . ~~e~~ntrol 'of ~anufacture ·and movements of material as the very core of t:tte 

tmam!ts problem, whereas until then attempts had been made to evade that e.ssenhal 

question · f h "d • f The· United States draft contained many new ideas, and first an~ . oremost t e 1 ea o 
combining publicity of el\.'J>enditure, publicity of manufacture and.publi~1ty of trade. 

The Committee had already seen what counterchec~s would be poss1ble as a result of that 
combination. He did not think it had had time to percetve, or. at any rate to form an acc?r.ate -
idea of them all. He would mention as an example the b~n~Clal effect of budgetary pubhc1ty, 
with it~ concomitant, notification in advance, upon publiClty of ~anufacture. Moreover, was 
it not true that the picture of armaments furnished by expend1ture was_ t_oo vague to show 
the esact outlines? Was it not necessary, therefore, for budgetary public1ty a~d control to 
be supplemented by publicity and direct control of the armaments .t~emselves, which led to the 
expenditure that was brought out by means of budgetary pub~Clty ? . . . 

The draft accordingly contained an excellent combmation of 1deas wh1ch would 
supplement each other, and also a number of new ideas, such as the national control of 
manufacture and movements of material, which would enable every State to assume . 
international responsibility ; the idea of int~ationa!- contr?l ~upe?mposed upon nati?nal 
control, observing its operation, and, through ~t, follc;>wmg vanations m arm~t;nents ;· t~e 1dea , 
of the publicity of orders, which was a new -1de!l, smce the proposed public1ty had h1therto 
been confined to general licences to manufacture. · · . 

Thanks to that idea of the publicity of orders, supplemented by import and export. 
permits, equal treatment would be ensured for the first time to producing and non-producing · 

• countries. · · . · 
It -was also proposed that local control should be added_to documentary col!trol, and the 

draft likewise contained the very simple, but sound, 1dea that control mvolved the 
e;i:ablishment· of £acts. 

Those, then, were the new and, he thought, very valuable proposals embodied in the United 
States draft, which had been submitted to the Committee when it met eight weeks ago. 

That was the origin of the question. . 
What was the present position ? . · · .. 
At the outset of the discussion, the United States draft had been taken as an axis and the 

various delegations had ranged themselves fairly symmetrically on either side of it. He thought 
that one of the best proofs of the progress made by the Committee's di!;Cussions was that the 

· United States draft, which was at first regarded by the majority of delegations as the maximum 
obtainable, was now looked upon as the mean. . 

Reference had been made to " nlinimalist " and " maximalist " tendencies. He would 
come back to those terms later, but, as his delegation represented a " maximalist " tendency;·. 

· he would like to make one last attempt to define its. meaning. · · · 
· In the French delegation's view, the weak point of the United States draft was that 

publicity and the exercise of control would be too long delayed. As his delegation held that the 
essential thing was that the nations should be forewarned; so as to be.able to take action in 
time, it had put forward the idea of notification in advance. • 

It had proposed that that notification should be given in three for~s : . 
. . . . 

Previous notification of the quantities of material that States proposed to put in 
hand, to be furnished at the beginning of the financial year. , · 

Previous notification at the same time of the annual instalment of manufacturing 
programmes. . . 

Previous notification of the putting in hand of the manufacture of certain 'material. 

· Y. Aubert repeated that those proposals were not the fruit of an abstract idea, .but were 
based .on national realities. Just as in each country the national defence services asked the 
pub~c auth~ties each year for the sums required for the putting in hand of the material 
provided f~ m the ~nnual instalment of their manufacturing programme, so each State might 
inform the mternattonal community of the sums allocated to that annual instalment. . 

The idea ?f previous notification of expenditure had been accepted almost unanimously . 
by the ~mmtttee. He thought it was a sound idea from both a technical and a political 
standpr~nt! ~use the ~e or less simultaneous publication of all programmes would permit 
oft~ ~lim.tnahon of surpnse, the adjustment of claims and, lastly, of progress in the .direction 
of limttabon. · · 

~ewer df;lega~ions had ~ted the other forms of previous notification, but, nevertheless, 
prevvJtJS notificatwn of qu3lntlt1es now h~ the honour of occupying the middle column of 
the_ drai!. He would rem!nd the Commtttee that, in the French delegation's view,· that 
n<A1fkatwn s_hould be restricted to a few important implements to be determined. He realised 
tJ-~ t~e n~J<~al rractice fro~. which t~t idea had been borrowed applied solely to naval 
~tt::rial. Particulars of qu~nhtl.(.-s were .given in naval budgets alone, but in the international 
.. yh~-: the French delegatiOn would ·IJke to- extend that publicity of quantities to other 
rr~al. · · 

. . Tl.e id,a '1 prWirms nrAification of the putting in hand of manufacture was based on a· . 
;~,~~!ar etm<;F:J~twn. It w~<s, of course, chiefly in the case of naval material that a Ion~ period 
L-.,--:{;:'1{ y!tw~;:n the plac!ng of the order ~nd the putting in hand of the vessel-1.e., the 

Y 'g-1 JVIO <A tl,~: lu:d. fht.:re was; al~o an mterval between the placing of the orde~ and the 
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putting in hand of all the most important implements, and the French .. delegation would like 
to make use of those intervals for the organisation of reassuring publicity. . 

· Th~t was ~hy .it was endeay~mring to define, with. the help of those three forms 
of previOus nohficahon, the public1ty afforded by the Umted States draft. It was anxious 
to throw light, not only on armaments already acquired, but also on plans for their acquisition . 

.It was making a similar effort in regard to control. The draft contemplated the control 
of finished material. At first he had thought that that very limited conception was based on 
a sort of fear of control, whose action, though necessary, should be restricted and held in 
check as far as possible, since it was considered dangerous. However, it seemed to him very 
difficult to seize upon the material just at the moment when it was completed and before it 
had been delivered, as that moment was often fleeting. Moreover, even if that material could 
be included in time, the investigators would still know nothing about the rate of manufacture. 
Between the time particulars of the order were published and the moment when the 
investigators were asked to verify the existence of the finished material submitted to them as 
being in accordance with the order, they would be unable to· ascertain whether the actual 
output was not greater than the figures given in the order. The French delegation therefore 
considered that control should be exercised, not over the very last stage, but over the actual 
process of manufacture. M. Aubert would repeat that it was not proposed to extend the scope 
of control indefinitely, but, on the contrary, to confine it to certain important material and to 
certain essential and characteristic stages of manufacture. 

. What was the object of all those measures ? It was to prevent any nervousness in regard 
to control, to make certain that it would be carried out in time and that the investigation would 
not have to seize a fleeting moment, and to make sure that, once the material put in hand was 
known by means of the order and the investigators were in a position to decide what were 
the essential stages of that manufacture, they would be able to intervene at the opportune 
moment. They would be able to organise their work in advance and to carry it out calmly 
and normally without the risk of creating incidents. It was also with a view to simplifying and 
standardising the task of control that the French delegation had proposed the appointment 
of permanent agents acting on behalf of the regional supervisory commissions at Geneva. 
Those agents would ensure the maintenance of regular contact between the national authorities 
and the Permanent Commission, would thus enable the journeys to be undertaken by the . 
regional commissions to be reduced to a minimum, and would make control as inconspicuous 
as possible. · · 

Those were the chief points of the so-called '' maximalist " theory. The French delegation. 
did not much care for that term. Though convenient, it was inaccurate, because the French 
delegation did not propose to extend control to all materials. It would be better to call it a 
realist theory, as it was based on a very close study of the actual objects of control. 

Opposed to that theory which he had just summarised there was another--the so-'called 
. "minimalist "-theory, which departed considerably from the United States plan. It simply 
consisted of publicity of expenditure and documentary control. However, in the course of the 
discussion, he had been very interested to hear the chief exponents of that theory declare­
and the French delegation had taken careful note of their declaration-that, if the Committee 
had been discussing a limitation convention, they would then have favoured the idea of local 
control, in spite of the difficulties which they feared it would involve. That was 
a very important declaration, because it proved that the existing difference of opinion was not 
so much. a difference of principle as a difference of circumstances. The issue which divided the 
advocates of those two theories would be decided by circumstances. 

That observation led M. Aubert to his third point. 
What was to become of the draft in future ? 
There •were several possible solutions which it put clearly and honestly before the 

Governments. 
Governments might be tempted to accept the " minimalist " solution, owing to its modest 

aims. The French delegation Wlshed to state forthwith that, in its view, that solution did not 
go far enough ; it would not suffice to clear up mysteries and to prevent surprises. 

His delegation was in favour of the other solution, the solution in the middle column of 
the draft, with the additions it had proposed. That solution might form the subject of a limited 
convention or the axis of a general convention. 

In any case; one point was already clear : for the first time, the automatic and permanent 
control which had been discussed for so long had been accurately defined. He thought that, 
when the text was read, it would be seen that that form of control had nothing to do with the 
control exercised after the Armistice. Multilateral and reciprocal control over manufacture · 
so as to establish the facts could not really be compared with unilateral control with a view 

. to the destruction of material. . There was no connection between them as regards either 
principles or consequences. _ 

Before concluding, he wished to mention the general scope of the technical system of 
. control, should it be applied. If a register were compiled of the armaments of each State, 
would not that also constitute a register, which would be kept up to date, of its intentions ? 
Would not variations in armaments-whether they related to manufacture or to movements 
of armaments-show the variations in intentions ? Before any of the definitions of aggression 
proposed during the Disarmament Conference were applied, the dossier of the aggression, 
showing that aggression had been prepared for by a speeding-up of manufacture or the purchase 
of war material, would have been established by the control. · 



The Permanent Commission, which woul~ be n;spon;rible ~or this contro~ of armaments, 
·aht therefore play a very important part m conJunction With the Council. It would be 
~with the supervision of peace through armaments. . . 

In conclusion, he would like to state that it was thanks to the zeal ?f the vano~s Cham~en 
and of the Secretariat, and also to the attitude display~d by the vanous delegatH~ns dunng 
the discussions, that it had been possible, in a comparativ~y unexpl_ored field! to discuss, and 
formulate a number of new ideas. On behalf of the FrenCh delegation, he Wlshe<;l to thank, 
not only the delegations that had supported its views, b~t also, .a!ld ~ery ~or~ally, those 
deleeations which, from the outset, had clearly stated therr oppoSition m pnnaple, but, by 
participating in the discussions, had helped to make the latter more · purposeful, more 
comprehensive and more animated. . . 

Mr. STEVENSON (United Ki.Iigdom) first expressed to the Committee. Lord Stanhope's 
regret that, in the absence of Sir John Simon and Mr. Eden from the Fore1gn Office, he was 
unable to attend the meeting. . . . 

He would like, on completion of the first rea?Utg, t~ extend _an exp~esSion of the gratitude . 
of the United Kingdom delegation, firstly! to the mdefatigal?le Vlce-Ch;~II?-ll;U ~nd _Rapporte_ur, 
M.. Komarnicki, and, secondly, to the Umted States delegation for therr m1ti~tive m produang 
the valuable draft on whicl! the Committee had been working for the last mne weeks: It had 
been used as the basis of discussion and had enormously facilitated the Committee's work. 
Lastly, he would like personally to_ thank all his colleagues !or the ~pirit ?f conciliation. which 
they had shown during these last nme weeks and for the patience With which they had hstened 
to his remarks. 

His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom were in entire sympathy with the 
principles lying behind the United States proposals. His Majesty's Government differed only 
from the United States Government and from some other Governments represented on the 
Committee in the method of giving effect to these principles. 

The first reading had shown that there were divergencies of view on two important points 
in connection with these proposals. One was the degree of publicity that should be given to 
the manufacture of and trade in arms, and the other was the method of supervision of the· 
national control that was to be instituted by the Convention. 

On numerous occasions during the past weeks, the Committee had listened with 
commendable patience to the views of His Majesty's Government on these two questions. In 
order, however, that there should be no misapprehension in the minds of the Committee, he 
would again summarise those views. 

As Lord Stanhope stated in a speech which he delivered at the beginning of the session, 
the objectives of the Convention under discussion were the following : 

(r) To introduce adequate and practicable measures of regulation and publicity, 
internationally agreed upon, in regard to the operation of arms manufacture ; , . 

. (z) To devise a similar system of regulation and publicity in regard to the trade in 
arms whereby that trade would be confined to legitimate channels and would only pass 
through ·responsible hands ; 

(3) To ensure that the world should have timely information of any material increase 
in the armaments of any country, whether by import or manufacture ; · 

(4) To provide the machinery for the immediate imposition of an effective embargo 
on the export and import of arms if and when such action should be decided upon 
internationally. 

With these object~v~ ~astly in view, the United Kingdom delegation had put forward 
amendments to the ~gmal Umted States proposals. These amendments had been criticised. 
It had even been sa~d that .t~~y destroyed the original conception of the United States 
Government. Could such a cnbCISm be upheld ?· He would examine for a moment what would 
be the effect of a convention on the simpler lines advocated by the United Kingdom delegation. 
It would mean that every Government undertook to assume complete control of arms 
manufacture and trade. It would mean that the system of this control would be uniform 
~hroughc;mt t_he world. ~ would provide effective machinery for rapid international action 
1n the direcbon of proh1b1~1on of the supply of arms, should that ever be decided upon. It 
would_ mean th_at the trade m arms woul<;l be confined to ~he responsible hands of Governments 
orthe1~ ~edited agents. It would proVIde for the estabhshment of a Permanent Disarmament 
ComJII?-ssl.on. It won!~ mean that, for the first time in history, the whole world would accept . 
~he pn_naple of publ1;0ty for arms p~oduced, bought or sold. And, finally, it would mean the 
ar...ceptance of the pnnap~ that nations were answerable to a central international body for 
the ar.curacy of the returns which they made. 

The attainment <4 s~ch resu!ts was surely worth an effort. 
, I~ order. to obtam mternabonal agreement on' a convention which would fulfil the 

fA:.jectJves wh1~h. he had set .forth, His Majesty's Government held the view that a simpler 
;y~wn of pubb~ty w~s req!l1r~ than that described in the original United States proposals.' 
n.";' 1y~tem wtnch HJS MaJesty s Governme~t prefe~ed wa~ one involving, firstly, annual 
~ta l'm".enh by eac~ Government of the expenditure wh1ch they mtended to incur on armaments, 
and, ~f..J"JI"<dly, quar~y returns by value of ~ual production, export and import.. This 
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system would give timely information of the intentions of Governments in, regard to their 
equipment with war material, followed up by information in regard to their production and 
purchases. It would give the world a clear idea of the trend of arms manufacture and of the 
movemepts of w.ar materi~. It provided for absolute equality of treatment between producing 
and non-produCing countnes. The frequent returns of production were in Mr. Stevenson's 
view, likely to give a truer picture of the actual state of affairs than would,returns of orders for 
war material _which often ~ight not be executed. T~~ system could be adapted to the valuable 
propos~s which !he Comm~ttee on. Budgetary Public~ty had set forth. It was simple, both in 
conception and m execution. Fmally, and most Important of all, the United Kingdom 
delegation believed it was the maximum on which international agreement was obtainable at 
the present time, and without international agreement there could be no convention . 

. As regards the method of supervision which His Majesty's Government deemed suitable 
· for this Convention, Mr. Stevenson desired to remind the Committee that His Majesty's 

Government had accepted the principle of permanent and automatic supervision with local 
inspections in connection with a convention for the limitation ofarmaments. As he had already 
informed the Committee, his Government had made a profound study of this question. It 
realised the great difficulty of setting up an appropriate system and, once that had been done, 
the even greater difficulty of applying it effectively and without friction. Nevertheless, 
His Majesty's Government believed that it would be justified in accepting such a system if it 
could thereby bring about international agreement on a convention for the limitation of 
armaments. He repeated that this decision was not lightly taken. It was published to the 
world more than a year ago, and His Majesty's Government stood by it. 

But when the Government came to consider this question in connection with the present 
Convention, which did not involve any limitation of armaments, it asked itself what there 
would be to .supervise. The only answer was·: documentary returns. Furthermore, on 
considering the bases of the Convention, the Government recalled that the control contemplated 
was purely national. In these circumstances, it seemed to the Government that the application 
of a system of permanent and automatic supervision with local inspections would not only be 
unsuitable, but would be the very negation of the main principle on which the Convention was 
based. _ -

In working out the system which it has proposed, His Majesty's Government had two 
aims in view : the first was to make it appropriate, and the second to render it generally 
acceptable. What was this system ? It could be divided into two parts : 

(r) The normal procedure ; 

(2) The procedure in the event of any suspicion of inaccuracy or incompleteness in 
the returns rendered by any nation. . 

In accordance with the normal procedure, the Permanent Disarmament Commission 
would carefully examine the information received from any contracting party, and if, as a result 
of that examination, it desired further particulars or explanations, it would request the 
Government concerned to supply them in writing or verbally. For this puryose, it could ask 
that accredited representatives of the Government should appear before 1t. Furthermore, 
the Commission would be entitled to hear or consult any person capable of throwing light on 
any question which it might be examining. That was the normal procedure. 

Should, however, the Commission have reason to believe that the information supplied 
to it was incomplete or inaccurate, it could ask the contracting party concerned to supply it 
with such explanations as might be necessary to establish the facts, either orally through 
responsible officials or in writing. The Commission would then draw up a reasoned report 
setting forth the results of its enquiry. Thus, a nation suspected of having rendered inaccurate 
or incomplete returns could be called upon by the Comm~ssion to vindicate itse'lf. If it succe~~ed 
in doing so, all would be well. If, on the other hand, It were unable to remove the suspiCion 
caused by its attitude or actions, the fact would be published to the entire world and it would 
rest with any nations which might consider themselves threatened by such a state of affairs 
to take further action if they should consider that necessary . 

. Such a system seemed to Hi~, Majesty's Government ~ntirely appropriate for the 
-Convention in view. Moreover, it would be acceptable to all nabons. Important as the other 
considerations were, this last was perhaps the most vital from the point of view of results. 
This Convention would not, if His Majesty's Government could help it, share the fate of other 
over-ambitious schemes in the past. 

The delegations supporting, respectively, the two main currents of opinion in the 
Committee had been called "maximalist" and "minimalist". Mr. Stevenson thought the 
Committee had to thank the representative of Spain for coining this happy phrase. In his 
opinion, those delegations who advocated a more complicated and detailed form of convention 
were the maximalist delegations, and those who, like the United Kingdom, preferred a simpler 
form were the minimalist delegations. Mr. Stevenson thought these labels should be reversed. 
The United Kingdom delegation and those delegations which agreed with it should be called 
maximalist, as they aimed at the maximum which was likely to secure universal acceptance ; 
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while tho..~ who preferred a more c?~plicated system should be called minimalist, for they would, 
he feared, achieve less than a rmmmum. . . 

The main criticism of the United Kingdom proposals had been that, though they mtght 
produce a convention, it would be scarcel~ wo~h signing. '.Mr. Stevenson would ask tho~e 
delegations who were not in agreement Wtth. htm t_o exarmne on~e more the really solid 
achievements of a convention such as the Umted Kingdom delegation p~;oposed. He would 
enumerate them again : 

1 • The Governments would undertake strictly to control arms manufacture and 
trad~ . ' 

2 • There would be a uniform system of control thr~ughout th~ world, thus providing 
effective machinery for any international action that rmght be dectded upon. 

3· The control would be so exercised a.S to keep the trade in arms in the responsible 
hands of Governments. · · 

4- A Permanent Disarmament Commission would be. established. 

5· The principle of publicity for all arms produced, bought and sold would, for the 
first time, be accepted by the world. - ·. 

6. Nations would acce-pt the principle that they were answerable to a central 
international body for the accuracy of their returns. · 

The course of the Disarmament Conference had taught some ·bitter lessons. Surely the 
. one which most delegates had learnt best was that a modest and .P~actical result, capabl~ of 

immediate achievement, was worth more than any number of ambttious schemes upon whtch 
opinion was always hopelessly divided. This was the situation to-day. Mr. Steven~on appealed 
to the delegations represented in th~ Committee and, through them and the Prestdent, to ~he 
Governments represented in the DISarmament Conference to reflect earnestly before taking 
the heavy responsibility of rejecting a workable scheme, such as would result from 
the amendments proposed by the United Kingdom delegation to the United States draft. He 
was convinced that such a scheme would prove internationally acceptable, and he thought the 
cour-,e of the discussions in the Committee substantiated this·view. There was an old English 
proverb which said that •• half a loaf is better than no bread ". He commended it to the notice 
of his colleagues. He most earnestly trusted that the Committee would not persist in pressing 
an ambitious scheme which a number of delegations could not possibly accept. Above all 
things, the United Kingdom delegation wished to avoid registering yet another failure for the 
cause which all had at heart, because some had put their desires too high. 

General BURHARDT-BUKACKI (Poland) expressed the great satisfaction of the Polish 
delegation that, after very laborious studies and discussions, the work of the Committee had 
resulted in a draft Convention which would form a useful basis for the second reading. It was 
tme that this draft was only partly a sole text, since two texts had been presented on other­
and not the least important-provisions. It was also true that some provisions had only been 
accepted with reservations by certain delegations. Nevertheless, the problems had been 
thoroughly examined, various points of view had been frankly and clearly expressed, and 
differences of opinion had been to some extent diminished. More could not be expected at a 
first reading, as delegations were generally not in a hurry to abandon part of their views to 
secure closer agreement. · · · 

The Polish delegate hoped that when the delegations met for the second reading they . 
would all be supplied with iustmctions enabling them to make the necessary concessions to 
each oth~ and to arrive at a sole text which would be acceptable under present conditions for 
all conntnes. 

His delegati?Jl had already considered this first reading in the spirit of the second reading­
that was to say, 1t had not clung stubbornly to the ideas which it considered the most desirable 
but had endeavoured to consider what provisions could be achieved in present circumstance~ 
and had supported them at the cost of certain sacrifices of its theoretical views. It had 
subordinated its original demands to the main object-namely the conclusion of the 
Convention. ' 

Some ideas ~hich had been put forward by the delegations of the United States and France 
were_ regarded With very great sympathy by the Polish delegation. It had supported the more 
restncted pr?P~ of ~he Un~ted Kingdom dele~ation, which had been endorsed by Italy 
and Japan, ~nee 1_t conSidered 1t better to have a limited convention than none at all. It had 
always_ lrept ~n mmd ~he French proverb : " Le mieux est l'ennemi du bien ", and had not 
frJUnd 1t P'JSSible to disregard the objections of the great producing countries; 

MrJJ'e£1V~, the Polish deleg~tion considered that the texts proposed by the United Kingdom 
crJU!Ji lx:: ea:,1Jy ~p~ to the mter~sts of the non-producing countries in order tq ensure their 
crnnylf:te equahty w1th the producmg countries. 

,. n,_" p,,Ji;'h <ld,,ga!ion realise_d _that the te~ts ~upported by the United Kingdom, Italy, 
J v..m. ant.! ltodf_ C<'JJJ~htuted a mmtmum, but 1t dtd not forget that it was also a maximum 
wb'<l!l~ wr..s ~~w)l,red wt~<~;t could be ar-hieved under present conditions to ensure a beginning 
(,i u., sntnnattrmaJ r!!gulatlon of the manufacture of and trade in arms. , 
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. . . G_e~eral VENTZOFF ~Union of Sovi~t Socialist Republics) said that; at this ~losirig meeting, 
m wh1~h the first _readin~ of' the Umt~d State;; dtaft was being concluded, the U.S.S.R. 
delegatwn would hke agam to e.mphas1se certam ·principles which had guided it during the 
work. 1 ' · • , . · 

· I .. The U.S.S.R. delega~ion wished, ~nthe first place, to point out that it remained faithful 
to th,e 1dea that _the Regulah_on. Co~J.Venhon could _only be of interest as an integral part of a 
general conv:er:hon on the .linutahon and reduction· of armaments. It repeated that the 
measures r~latmg to ~he publicity of ~he product~on of and tr~de in arms and implements of 
war could m·no way mcrease the feeling of secunty of t:P,e nations so long as the contracting 

. parties had not assumed definite undertakings regarding the level of their armaments. The 
U.S.S.R. delegation was of opinion that there 'was an indissoluble. connection between any 
regulation of the production of and trade in arms and the reduction and limitation of armaments. 

. 2. While maintaining this view on. the question of principle, the U.S.S.R. delegation had 
endeavpured, during the discussion on the articles of the United States dtaft, either by making 
proposals itself or by supporting those of other delegations (whose attitude had been described 

. as maximalist), to make the future Convention more effective and operative. In many cases, 
· _however, these proposals had met with opposition from the majority of the Committee. 

Without entering into details, the following facts should be noteq : 

. (a} . All the means of ~hemical and incendiary warfare, together with the greater 
part of the production of gunpowderand explosives, ha:d remained outside any publicity 
control; · 

· · (b). The dtaft left on one.side the production, stocks and trade in raw materials and 
semi-manufactured goods used for the manufacture of arins . and implements of war ; 

(c) The draft did not submit to regulation the State and private undertakings which 
· did 'not manufacture implements of war at a particular moment but which were 

nevertheless equipped to produce them as soon as hostilities began or at a time when war 
was threatened ; the draft, moreover, did not take account of the capacity of production 
of works which were executing orders,for war materials. . ' . 

The _U.S.S.R. delegation had caused all these questions and a considerable n,:._mber of 
others of no less importance to be placed on the agenda of the discussions on the United States 
draft. It proposed to revert to them during the second reading of the draft. 

3· The U.S.S.R. delegation had· alway's expressed itself in favour. of the system 
of interi)ational control. It considered that it .. was impossible to enclose the control of the 
manufacture of and trade in arms in a national framework. Recent experience had clearly 
shown the international connections which united tne private war industnes of a large number 
of countries. The internationalisation of this branch Qf industry had for a long time past been 
brought about by various methods more than in any other sphere of world production. The 
U.S.S.R. delegation therefore considered that it was impossible to be satisfied with the control 
of the States alone. It was of opinion that such control must be rapid; 'real and effective. It 
felt it was impossible in an era of currency instability and price fluchlations to base this 
contrql on financial indices and disregard the quantities and characteristics of the arms 
manufactured .or sold.- It was clearly understood that this supervision should be universal 
-i.e., it should be ·applied equally to all manufacturing and non-manufacturing co\llltries. 

4· The U.S.S.R. delegation was sorry to have to say at the end of this first reading that 
the actual objects of this control had still been only rather vaguely defined. There were still 
too much reticence, too many reservations and too many parallel texts, clear indications of the 
difficulties and objections that it had not been possible to overcome. The differences of opinion 
continued, despite the obvious fact that· the profits of private manufacturers were still 

. increasing, notwithstanding the depression the world was experiencin~. . 
In conclusion, the U.S.S.R. delegation agreed with the Rapporteur th~t the future success 

of these discussions would depend on the general political situation and pointed out that, at 
the close of the first .reading, the Committee's efforts had had to be confined to a preliminary 
dfscussion and an elucidation. of the respective views'taken by the different delegations on the 
United States draft. 

. M. ZUMETA (Venezu.ela) asked whether Article 2 of th.e draft involved an obli_gation on the 
contracting parhes to enact really effective legal penalties for persol)s responsible for losses 

. caused to a friendly State by illicit transactions in arms and instruments of war. 
He explained that, in asking this question, the Venezuelan delegation was not moved by 

national but by international considerations. The question of the maintenance of order in 
any country was, by definition, the business of the country in question, and the Venez~ehUl 
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Gowrnment had shown that it fully realised this. States Me.mbers of th~ L~ague of ~a~ons 
should ho'\\-ever, make it quite clear to what degree they Wished. to mam!:un. the pnnc1ples 
for whlch the League stood and to carry out the tasks for the execution of wh1ch 1t ~as founded. 

M. KoMAR.."UC.KI (Poland), Vice-Ch~man an~ Rapporteur, wished to reassure immedi~tely 
the Venezuelan delegation. The wording of Article 2, paragraph :r, was perfectly clear . 

.. The High Contracting Parties will take the nece$ary legal steps to ensure in the 
strictest manner the execution of the provisions of this Convention.". . . 

This text should be read in the light of the explanations given in the repor~ of the 
Committee of Jurists : · 

" From this I'es{>Onsibility of the State it follows, as has b_een poin~~d out, _that, in _all 
ca..<:es, and more particularly in the c~e of proved or presumed rrregulanbe~, the State With. 
the responsibility defined above will be bound to produce all explanations and. proofs 
which may be judged necessary." 

That report had not been adopted by the Committee, but it represented the general legal 
opinion of all the delegations there present, and he therefore thought that the Venezuelan 
delegation should be satisfied. 

Admiral RuSPou (Italy) said that, at the opening· meeting of the present session held on 
Febrnary :£4th last, he had had the privilege of voicing ~e conviction o~ the Italian delegation 
that the failure of all efforts made so far for the regulation of the trade m and manufacture of 
arms and implements of war, from the time of the St. Germain Convention in :rg:rg onwards, 
was due to the fact that the projects put forward were too ambitious having regard to the 
circumstances prevailing at the time and did not place the producing and the non-producing 
States on an equal footing.. . . . 

For this reason the Italian delegation had always striven for and favoured s1mple, 
efficacious and equitable treaty provisions, which should commend themselves to all States 
desirous of taking a first and important step towards the common goal. 

On these lines the Italian delegation had found itself in general agreement with the United 
Kingdom delegation, and the texts put forward by the two delegations had obtained the support 
of the delegation of Japan, and also that of other delegations in so far as the provisions dealing 
with the composition, functions and operation of the Permanent Disarmament Commission 
were concerned. 

In particular, the Italian delegation had been favourable to strict measures of national 
supervision, internationally agreed upon, for the control of arms manufacture, and for the 
acceptance of the principle that trade in arms should be confined to legitimate channels and 
only pass through responsible hands-viz., should take place only under cover of the 
corresponding export and import permits issued by the exporting and importing Governments 
respectively. -

The Italian delegation was of opinion that the objects of the present Convention with 
regard to international publicity for the manufacture of and trade in armaments could be fully 
attained by means of quarterly returns of the total value, under each heading in the categories, 
of the arms and implements of war manufactured, imported or exported during the previous 
quarter. . 

It considered that publicity of orders, or of export and import J)ermits, and particularly 
advanced :publicity respecting manufacture not yet completed, was oyen to serious objl!ctions. 
Such publicity would in fact give rise to unnecessary administrative complications, to the 
possibility ?f military and commercial espionage, and of disloyal competition between 
~~unng firms, and, above all, it would place non-producing States in a condition of 
mfenonty, esJ?&ia:lly in the eventuality of an international crisis. 

. Thus, a pr~ou for publicity of orders, or for advance publicity of any description, 
nnght well result m encouraging non-producing States, mindful of their national security, 
to lay up st;o«:ks of war material, or to become producers of their own arms and implements of 
war, even if such production were anti-economic, with a consequent increase of financial 
burdens ~nd armaments throughout the world, and the frustration of the objects of the present 
ConventlQn. · 

In furtherance of t~is ~ception and to _eliminate the objections put forward in the past 
to the_ acceptance o/ rabfi.cahon of a convenhon for the regulation of the manufacture of and 
trad;- m a~ms and 1mple~ts of war, the Italian delegation had submitted various proposals 
deal11_1~ Wlth the su.~pt;n51<m of or derogation from certain provisions of the Convention in time ' 
of_ cruts, a~d ?fhers mten~. to reassure the non-producing States more especially that, 
~thrrot PJ:eJlldt~ to the obhgabons un~ the Covenant of the League of Nations, the princi pie 
~~down 1_n Article 7 of the fifth and thtrteenth Hague Conventions of 1907 remained applicable 
m lh enttr~y. 

n,, lt~ian dd,:gation w~s happy to express its conviction that the work done during the 
pr~t ~!'lll haJ:l bt:f:Tl fruttful, and that the results achieved were such as to permit the 
rapt~ draftmg (Jf a e<mvr,nti<m when the various Governments agreed to take a first 
ar.!f tmy.ll'tar•t ~tl:p t<JWarrl!s the regulati<m of the manufacture of and the trade in arms. 
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In conclusion, Admiral Ruspoli said that it was unnecessary to add that the Italian 
delegation associated itself with the expressions of admiration and gratitude for the way in. 
which the Vice-Chairman had conducted the meetings and for the efficient results obtained 
both in the general meetings over which he had presided and in the ·Committees presided 
over by M. Gorge and M. Westman ; thanks should also be extended to the Secretariat for its 
very efficient work . 

. M. NISHIMURA (Japan) desired, now that the first stage of the Committee's work was 
approaching conclusion, to explain the attitude he had taken up during the previous weeks 
and to summarise the point of view of the Japanese delegation. 

From the very outset, he had always been careful to remain faithful to the idea that the 
draft in process of being framed should be ·based upon a realistic approach, allowing for the 
various circumstances by which the attitude of each nation was governed, with a view to 
drawing up regulations such as might ultimately be applied by all the cantracting parties. 

During the discussions, however, he had noticed that opinion was sharply divided on many 
essential points, thus clearly revealing how difficult it was to reach solutions satisfactory to 
all. He had! th~refore, refrf!ined from intervening in the discussions, with a view to avoiding 
other complications. · , 

Since then, however, two schools of opinion, if he might so describe them, had grown up, 
one represented by the majority and the other by the minority, which unfortunately were only 
seldom in agreement. 

Were the Japanese delegate obliged to join one or other of these schools, he would be 
compelled to support the minority view, which more faithfully reflected the idea by which he 
had been guided from the very beginning. · · 

He had indeed ventured to do so in the course of the last few meetings, entering 
reservations of principle in regard, for example, to equality of treatment of the two different 
categories of manufacture, State and private, publicity of orders and advance notification, and 
the general introduction of inspection on the spot as a method of control. . . 

These reservations were the outcome of careful consideration and had been entered with 
a view to eliminating dangerous misapprehensions, which might in future produce unfortunate 
consequences. M. Nishimura hoped that the Committee would realise that this attitude was 
prompted solely by the sincere desire to see the successful elaboration, through the willing 
efforts of all, of a convention genuinely acceptable to all and universally applicable-an 
achievement which for the moment still appeared somewhat difficult, but to which the Japanese 
delegation was always ready to make the necessary contribution. 

M. WESTMAN (Sweden) said that it was stated in the report before the Committee-and 
the Rapporteur had just emphasised the point-that the texts proposed were not in any way 
finally binding on the Governments. That, he thought, was-in the present situation-a 
statement of the highest political wisdom. 

He did not wish to neglect this opportunity of expressing the hope that the various 
Governments would take advantage of the consequent freedom of movement during the 
coming weeks to narrow down differences of opinion. There was no doubt that that would 
mean that every Government, whether maximalist or minimalist-accor-ding to M. Palacios' 
or Mr. Stevenson's interpretation of those words-would have to sacrifice some of its cherished 
ideas. · · 

He pointed out that during the discussions the ground had been reconnoitred and that 
attempts at compromise had even been made by bold and enterprising spirits. Those attempts 
had been called premature. For his part, he regarded the use of that epithet as a good omen. 
What to-day was regarded as premature might to-morrow or the day after reach the required 
maturity. In any event, he desired to state that the Swedish delegation wouldcontinuetofollow 
the course it had hitherto endeavoured to-pursue, its object being to promote that equitable 
middle solution to which reference had been made and which alone would bring about the 
necessary agreement and understanding for the conclusion and entry into force of an 
international treaty on the regulation of the trade in and manufacture of arms and implements 
of war. The Swedish Government had already shown how much importance it attached to 
such a treaty by preparing and enacting suitable national legislation to ensure its entry into 
force. 

M. GoRGE . (Switzerland) accepted the report but expressed regret, in doing so, that it 
had not been possible to reach a more or less general agreement as to the solution of a problem 
the importance and urgency of which everyone recognised. 

The delegations members ofthe Committee had I?erhapsbeen too ready to yield-to repeat 
what he had already said-to the very natural desu:e to express preferences rather than to 
devote themselves to finding intermediate solutions which would have been accepted, if not 
unanimously, at any rate by the very large majority of the Committee. They had often erred, 
he thought, from an excess of idealism and had possibly not allowed sufficiently for political 
contingencies. No doubt the divergent opinions would one Q.ay be reconciled-he hoped so, 
at any rate-but it would have been desirable that that should have been done in the 
Committee. 

In this respect the Committee's work, though it had been a little long-too long perhaps­
would not have been unprofitable. In his opinion it would constitute a strong link in tlie 
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chain of the efforts that had been and wOuld continue to be m~de at .Geneva to provide t~e · 
international community with an .organisation for strengthenmg the, as yet, .v~_ry fragile 
foundations of peace. . · · · · · · . · . 

In conclusion, he also was anxious to say how much the Comrn1ttee owed to ~ts Rapporteur 
and Vice-Chairman, M. Komarnicki. His task had ·often been thankless and difficult, but he 
had performed it with unequalled authority, impartiality, de~otion and courtesy. The least 
that could be said was that he had deserved well of the Comm1ttee. · 
· Finally, he once more thanked the officers of the. Committee and the representatives whq 
had taken part in the work of the Committee of J unsts of the €:onference for the confidence · 
and friendship which they had shown him in hi~ fulfilment o~ a task which had often _proved 
more interesting than easy. . . 

M. P.-u.ACIOS (Spain) endorsed the congratulations which had 'already been expressed. 
He sincerely thanked the Chairman of the Committee, the Rapporteur and all his colleagues 
who had collaborated in the common work of the past few weeks. 

The presence at that day's meeting of Mr. Henderson was, he thought, symbolical. Not 
only did it give the members of the Committee great pleasure, it was also a guarantee for 

. _ the future, for Mr. Henderson personified, not only the remembrance of work done, but also 
hope for the future. That was why the Committee had listened with deep feeling to the 
remarks M. Borberg had addressed to him. · 

The Spanish delegation had not forgotten, in its remarks in .the Committee, that the 
delegation had been convened over three years previously for disarmament and the organisation 
of peace. That was the spirit in which it had described the attitude adopted by the various 
delegations as .. maximalist "or .. minimalist ". The distinction was quite theoretical, however, 
and he interpreted it in the sense indicated by the Swedish delegate. He was not so sure that 
he could logically accept the interpretation suggested by the United Kingdom delegate at 
the present meeting. However, on the practical plane, he would be prepared to do so, but 
on one condition only-that success was achieved, for that was absolutely necessary. . 

He could assure the Committee that the Spanish Government would study the report 
most carefully. During one of hiS previous statements, he had said that the United States 
proposal was a splendid basis for discussion. He hoped that it might now be regarded, not 
only as a basis for discussion, but :as a basis for agreement. It was to be hoped that the 
Conference would shortly resume its work _and would at last arrive at a convention for the 
reduction and limitatiop. of armaments. · 

The C1lAIRllA..lf asked the delegations who had any amendments to move to the report. 
to be good enough to communicate them to the Secretariat as soon as possible. . . 

The repurl was adopted. 

(The meeting rose.) 

Otficial No.: ConC. D. 169 • . 

Geneva, October 30th, 1935. 

MESSAGES EXCHANGED ON THE OCCASION OF THE DEATH 
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE, Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON, 

ON OCTOBER 20Ts, 1935. 

folto!r Secretary-General has the honour to forward to the Members of the Conference the 

h 
ng ~es exchanged on the occasion of the death of Mr. Henderson on October 

:zr.Jt ' I 93:>· 

TELEGJI.AK ADDRESSED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN 
. AFFAIES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM ON OCTOBER 2IST; 1935· . 

On behalf of the ~etariat of the League of Nations and in my own name, I have the · 
~i~.!:> e/?"e~ my gnef at the news of the death of Mr. Arthur Henderson, a man who has 
= ·~· (J ces m h~l! own country and abroad. As President of the Disarmament Conference 

~-r .. cnfi~ the_ e){JSJng l."'~TS of bus_ life to a ({Teat cause. He realised the difficulties of the task 

1~..., nY.Y;" ~v .. •rt;l of t u, l'll!ue. HIS name will be remembered here with affection and respect. 
--~ YJU to crmvey w H.M, Government and to the family of Mr. Henderson my respectful 

CfJw.IIA<mt'...et, - A VEJIOL. 
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LETTER ADDRESSED BY THE SECRETARY OF' STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ,ON OCTOBER 25TH, 1935. 

In reply to your telegram of October 21st, I have the honour to request you to acc~pt the 
sincere thanks of His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom for the kind expression 
of sympathy extended to them on the occasion of the death of Mr. Arthur Henderson. 

His Majesty's Government deeply • appreciate youi · message and your generous 
reference to Mr. Henderson's services at home ·and abroad, and I feel confident that Mr. 
Henderson's family, to whom the contents of your telegram are being communicated, will be 
no less appreciative. - . 

(Signed) Samuel HoARE. 
' 

TELEGRAM ADDRESSED" BY THE- OFFICERS OF THE BUREAU' TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, OCTOBER 2IST, I935· 

In -our capacity of Officers of the Bureau of the Disarmament Conference and ~in 
conviction that we are interpreting the grief felt by all members of the Conference on the 
death of their President, the Right Honourable Arthur Henderson, we have the honour to 
convey to His Majesty's Government and, through it, to the President's family the heartfelt 
expression of our most sincere sympathy. - BE:r:<Es, PoLITIS, AVENOL. · 

LETTER ADDRESSED BY SIR SAMUEL HOARE TO THE OFFICERS OF THE BUREAU OF THE 

DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE ON' OCTOBER. 25TH, I935· 

In reply to your telegram of October 2ISt, I have the honour to request you to accept the 
sincere thanks of His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom for the expression of 
sympathy which you were good enough to send them, in your capacity of an officer of the 
Bureau of the Disarmament Conference, on the occasion of the death of Mr. Arthur Henderson. 

His Maj-~ty's Government were deeply touched by your message, and feel confident 
that Mr. Henierson's family, to whom its contents are being communicated, will be no less 
deeply moved. · · 

(Signed) Samuel HoARE. 

!, 

MESSAGES ADDRESSED TOM. AVENOL, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 

Berne, October 21st, 1935. 

The delegatioi:J.,of Brazil to the Disarmamen.t <:onf~rence offers Your Excellency its deep 
sympathy on the occasion of the decease of the distmgwshed statesman Arthur Henderson. ___. 
NABUCO DE GOUVEA~ Minister for Brazil. 

Budapest, October 21st, 1935. 

It is with profound emotion that I have learnt the sad news of the death of the Right 
Honourable Arthur Henderson, President of the Disarmament Conference. The services which 
that eminent statesman has rendered to the whole world rightly inspire worldwide regret. 
That regret is sincerely shared by the Hungarian nation, which is grieved at the loss of one of 

' the most distinguished personalities in international life. On behalf of the Royal Hungarian 
Government, I offer you my deepest sympathy on this sad occasion, and beg you to be good 
enough to express that sympathy to the Disarmament Conference. - .KANYA, Royal 
Hungarian Minister for Foreign AUairs. 
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The Hague, October 2Ist, I935· 

The Netherlands Government is deeply grieved at the death of Arthur Henderson, who, 
as President of the Disarmament Conference, strove with such energy and perseverance to 
achie"-e a limitation and reduction, in the spirit of the Covenant, of the armaments of the 
different States. The Netherlands Government pays a tribute of respect to the work ot Mr. 
Henderson whose death comes at a time of special international difficulty, and it hopes that 
the world ~ yet remain faithful to the lofty ideals of the au~hor~ of the Covenant, so that 
international differences may more and more be settled by JUStice and not by arms. 
DE GRAEFF. ""' 

Belgrade, October 2Ist, I935· 

- Profonndly moved by the sad news of the death of the Right Honourable Arthur 
Henderson, President of the Disarmament Conference, I have the honour to express on behalf 
of the Royal Government of Yugoslavia deep sympathy and admiration for Mr. Henderson's 
great devotion to the cause of peace.- STOYADINOVITCH, President of the Council of Ministers 
ll1lll Mitsisler for Foreign Affairs. 

Madrid, October 2Ist, I935-

As Chairman of the Air Commission of the Disarmament Conference, I deeply regret the 
death of our distinguished President, who has passed away in the midst of the struggle for 
peace. 

(Signed) MADARIAGA. 

Geneva, October 22nd, I935· 

- I have the honour to express the sincere sympathy and deep regret of the Royal 
Government of Bnlgaria on the occasion of the sad loss which the League of Nations has just 
snstained in the person of its distinguished collaborator, Mr. Arthur Henderson. 

The services which the great pioneer of peace and co-operation between peoples has 
rendered to hnmanity have acquired for him the grateful admiration of public opinion 
throughout my conntry, where his death has given rise to sincere and very keen regret. 

_ The example which Mr. Arthur Henderson has left behind him will long endure. It will 
gmde the efforts of all those who have truly at heart the realisation of the ideal of peace and 
justice in relations between men. 

(Signed) MOMTCHILOFF, 
Permanent Delegate of Bulgaria accredited 

to the League of Nations. 

MEssAGES SE:h"T TOM. AGHNIDES, DIRECTOR OF THE DISARMAMENT SECTION. 

Rome, October 23rd, 1935. 

I would ask you, as Secretary of the President of the Disarmament Conference, to express 
~ regret and sympathy to the family of Arthur Henderson, President of the Conference. 
Smcere thanks. - ALOISI. 

Geneva, October 23rd, 1935. 

te I have the hon~mr to i~f?rm you tha~ I receiyed after your departure from Geneva a 
~am from M. Hirota, Mtmster for Foretgn Affarrs of Japan asking me to express to you 

~hiS behalf and on behalf of his Government his most smce~e regret at the death of Mr. 
hur Henderson, President of the General Disarmament Conference. 

·(Signed) YOKOYAMA, 
Japanese Consul-General. 
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Official No.: Conf.D.l70 (I). 
{C.445(I).M.233(I).I935.IX.] 

Geneva, December 4th, 1935. · 

LONDON NAVAL CONF.ERENCE. 

Note by the Secretary-General. 

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate to the Members of the League and to 
all States represented at the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments 
for information, the following correspondence exchanged with the Government of the United 
Kingdom. 

I. LETTER TO THE SEtRETARY-GENERAL FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, 
DATED OCTOBER 24TH, I935· 

London, October 24th, 1935. 

I am directed by His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to inform 
you that His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom have been giving careful 
consideration to the results of the preliminary bilateral naval conversations which have been 
proceeding between representatives of the signatory Powers of the Washington and London 
Naval Treaties to prepare the way for a naval conference. In view of the express provisions 
of Article XXIII of the Washington Naval Treaty, the effect of which is, in the circumstances 
which have occurred, that the signatory Powers must meet in conference during the present 
year, and in view of the fact that this country has so far taken the initiative in arranging for 
these bilateral_ discussions, His Majesty's Government are prepared to summon· a conference 
.to meet in London on December 2nd next. The purpose of this conference would be to secure 
agreement on as many aspects as possible of naval limitation with a view to the conclusion of 
an international treaty which would take the place of the two naval treaties expiring at the 
end of 1936. It is hoped that, once agreement is in sight between the representatives of the 
signatory Powers, an extension of the scope of the Conference may be possible, so as to include 
representatives of the other naval Powers. 

Official invitations have to-day been addressed by His Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom to the representatives of the United States, Japanese, French and Italian 
Governments in London, expressing the hope that His Majesty's Government may be informed, 
as soon as possible, as to whether their respective Governments would be prepared to be 
represented at the proposed conference. It has bee.n suggested in these invitations that it may 
prove convenient to all concerned and may serve to keep the size of each delegation as small as 
possible if the interested Governments were to be represented by their ambassadors in London. 

For the Secretary of State : 
(Signed) R. i. CRAIGIE. 

2. LETTER TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, 
DATED OCTOBER 30TH, I935· 

Geneva, October 30th, 1:935. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of October 24th, 1935, in 
regard to the summoning by His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom of a naval 
conference in London on December 2nd next. 

I note that official invitations have been addressed by His Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom to the representatives of the United States, Japanese, French and Italian 
Governments in London, expressing the hope that His Majesty's Government may be informed, 
as soon as possible, as to whether their respective Governments would be prepared to be 
represented at the proposed conference. 

I shall not fail to communicate this letter to the Members of the League and to all States 
represented on the Disarmament Conference. 

(Signed) J. AVENOL, 
Secretary- Gene,-al. 



. ' ... . . 
., UTTER TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM THE GoVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, 
~-

DATED NOVEMBER 30TH, 1935· 

London, November 30th, 1935. 
With reference ·to Foreign Office communication of October 24th last, I am directed by 

His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to _inform you that,. in view_of 
the important bearing which the forthcoming naval conference. m London must necessarily 
have in the sphere of international disarmament, His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kin.,odom are of opinion that it 'Yould be most useful for ~I concerned if you cou~d see your 
way to appointing a.representative of the League of Nations to attend the meetrngs of the 
conference as an observer, without; however, having the power to vote or participate in the 
discussions. 

In e..-qrressing the hope that it will be found possible for the necessary arrangements 
to be made, I am to add that the Governments of the United States, France, Japan and Italy 
have agreed that the present invitation should be addressed to you. 

(Signed) Adrian HOLMAN. 

4- l.ETIER TO THE GoVERNliENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, ' . . 
DATED DECEMBER 2ND, 1935- . 

Geneva, December 2nd, 1935. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of November 3oth, 1935, by 
wirich you were good enough to invite a representative of the League of Nations to attend 
the meetings of the forthcoming naval conference in London as an observer, without, however, 
having the power to vote or participate in the discussions. : · 

I have pleasure in accepting your invitation, and have appointed M. Thanassis 
Aghnides, Director of the Disarmament Section in··the Secretariat of the League of Nations, 
to represent the League at the Conference in the conditions indicated above. 

M.. Aghnides will be accompanied by Captain B. ·F. Adams, D.S.O., R.N. (retired), 
Naval Expert in the Disarmament Section. 

(Signed) J. AVENOL, 
Secretary- General. 

Official No.: Conf. D. 172. 

Geneva, February 1oth, 1936. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES 
OF THE NINETIETH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 

Z.o ote by the Secretary-General of the Conference: 

The Secretary-General of the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments 
has the honour to communicate to the Members of the Conference two extracts from the Minutes 
of the ninetieth session of the Council, concerning: 

(a) Tribute to the Memory of Mr. Arthur Henderson, President of the Conference for. 
the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments; 

(b) Questions raised by the Death of Mr. Henderson. 

(a) EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON. 
JANUARY 20TH, 1936. 

Tribute to the Memory of Mr. Arthur Henderson, President of the Conference for the 
Reduction and LimitatiOn of Armaments. 

'f!.e PnsmuT (Mr. Bruce, Australia).'- On .October 2oth, 1935, the death occurred of 
tl~ !<¥•t HtJJVmraLle Arthur Henderson, President of the Conference for the Reduction and 
~~~tvAJ .ut Arm~ts. The Council will certainly desire to express its sympathy with the 'i' natvm and wrth Mr. Henderson's family at the death of a great servant of peace. 

dl, rvJt J.'I'~JP".I!!e to ~efer to. ~r. Henderson's political career in his own country but to confine 
rrrJv,lf tt, rt:f.;allmg certam uf ba mtemational activities, and, in particular, his w~rk at Geneva. 



· .In 1924 •. Mr. He!!d~rson,' as a member of His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, 
took a promment part m the work of .the fifth session of the Assembly, and lent his aid to the 
drafting of the Geneva Protocol. · 

From 1929 to 1931, Mr. Henderson was His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and represented the United Kingdom on the Council. In that capacity, he participated in a series 
of important events in international affairs.· He signed on behalf of the United Kingdom the . 
Optional Clause and the General Act, he helped to frame the Convention for Financial Assistance 
and the Convention to improve the Means of preventing War. He took an active part in the 
efforts to harmonise the Covenant of the League of Nations with the Briand-Kellogg Pact. In 
addition, he participated, in a large measure, in the work of the Hague Conference of 1930 and 
in the London Naval Conference of the same year.· · 

Bui:, above all, his energies were directed towards the preparations for the Disarmament 
Conference. His many activities in the cause of peace and those rare .personal qualities which 
members of the Council had had a special opportunity of appreciating when Mr. Henderson 
presided over -the session of the Council in January 1931 were responsible for his unanimous 
appointment as President of the C<?nference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments. 

Rarely has such confidence been more fully justified, for, to that Conference; Mr. Henderson 
-for a period of four years-devoted in full measure his time and energy. Although the difficulties 
encountered by the Conference and his persistent and unwearying . efforts to overcome them 
contributed largely towards the aggravation of his state;ofhealth; Mr. Henderson never faltered 
in fulfilling his difficult task to the end. · · 

Whatever their views on the many controversial aspects of disarmament, every delegation 
to the Conference valued his great qualities as a· President and as a man. They appreciated his 
unfailing courage, ·even at the most difficult moments; they were impressed by his grasp of ideals 
and realities; and his impartiality and his .kindness of heart made a deep impression on everyone 
who came into contact with him. 

I desire to convey to the representative of His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom 
an expression of our grief,. and I propose that the Council shotlld instruct the Secretary-General 
to transmit our deep sympathy to' Mr. Henderson's family. . · . 

_Mr. EDEN wished, both on behalf.of His'Majesty's Governmehtinthe United Kingdom and 
also, if he might, in a personal capacity, to thank the President for the moving words in which 
he had spoken of the late Mr. Arthur Henderson. · 

No one who worked ~with him and valued his Jriendship, as did Mr. Eden in the last and most 
difficult years of Mr.' Henderson's life, could fail to appreciate his single-minded devotion to his 

. task as President of the Disarmament Conference, and his ·perseverance and complete sincerity 
of purpose. The great work which he did in those years, even if it did not succeed as he, and 
everyone else, had so ardently desired, was nevertheless a fitting end to a career which was entirely 
the achievement of his own character and personality. Mr. Henderson's experience .of public 
life covered nearly half a century of continuous activity, including· local government and industrial 
conciliation, and later the work of Home Secretary and delegate to the Assembly of 1924 and ·of 
Foreigu Secretary from 1929 to: 1931. - · . 
. Those, however, who knew Mr. Henderson and worked with him most'closely when· he was. 

President of the Disarmament Conference were perhaps most struck by a tenacity in negotiation 
inspired by his sincerity and devotion to the ideal of disarmament. Throughout those difficult 
years, all the delegations knew that they could always rely upon his broad and kindly humanity, 
his fearless courage and his absolute unity of purpose. · 

The tribute now paid .to Mr. Henderson by the President and by the Council would be greatly 
. appreciated by all Mr. Henderson's countrymen. . _ · · : · . · 

M. LAVAL said that the President and the representative of the United Kingdom had found 
moving words with which to honour the memory of Mr. Henderson. On behalf of the French 
Government, he desired to associate himself with so well-deserved a tribute. Mr. Henderson had 
devoted himself to the cause of the reduction of armaments and of reconciliation in Europe with 
an enthusiasm and faith which compelled admiration. Despite ever-increasing difficulties, he had 
never for a moment 'despaired of ultimate success. He had conceived lofty designs; events had 
not always served him well. ' 

M. Lavalpaid a respectful tribute to the memory of one who had loved peace and had eagerly 
devoted himself to that cause. 

M. LITVINOFF desired to associate himself with the tribute paid to Mr. Henderson, and with 
the expression of sympathy to the ~ritish nation and to Mr. Hende~on's family. Mr. ~enders?n, 
as a public worker, did much to bnng about that good understandmg between the nations which 

· was essential to the establishment and maintenance of peace. · As Secretary of State, he had 
contributed largely to creating a better understanding between the U~ited Kingd~m and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. B~t he was remembered more. espeCially as ~Sident of. the 
Disarmament Conference .and the SoVIet Government had done Its part m trying to achieve 
some ·results, either· in ~omplete or in partial disarmament.·. M. Litvinoff had wo~ked with 
Mr. Henderson in the various Committees of the Conference, and could therefore testify to the 
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~t devotion he had shown in the cause of disarmament. ~f the C~:mference had failed, it was 
~v in spite of the grea"t work done by Mr. Henderson as 1ts PJ::esldent. Everyo~e regretted 

· the failUre of the Conference and could see now. the sad results wh1ch we~e the outco~e of that 
failure-namely an enormous race in armaments. But the hope must still be entertamed that 
the day would ~me when the work done in the Conference would. be taken up again, perhaps 
with more chance of success and with final results. When that day came, everyone would 
remember that a good part of those results was due to the work of the late Mr. Henderson as 
President of the Conference. · 

M. DE M.U>...UU.-\GA a..<:SOCiated himself, as representative of Spain and President of the Air 
Commission of the Disarmament Conference,. with the•tributes paid to the memory of the President 
of the Conference. Not only the United Kingdqm, but the world had lost a great citizen. Fortu­
nately, there were now those who could be described as citizens of the world. And one of those 
who had best deserved that name was Mr. Henderson. 

Y.. BECK desired also to pay a tribute to the memory of Mr. Henderson. His deep faith in 
progress in internaional relations and his devotion to his task, which was sometimes thankless 
and difficnlt, had always won for him the esteem of the Polish Government and the sympathy of 
public opinion in Poland. , 

M.. Cemal Htls:~."fi said that Turkey ]oined in the tribute paid to the memory of that great 
man, Mr. Henderson. There was no doubt that, by his death, the cause of peace had suffered 
a great loss. His unremitting work for disarinament, work in which he never lost courage, despite 
manifold difficulties, was remembered with deep feeling. He had been an apostle of pe:Lce, and 
this the world wonld remember. Turkey expressed her deep sympathy and condolence to His 
Majesty's Government and to Mr. Henderson's famil~. 

M. DE VASCONCETIOS desired, as representative of Portugal and member of the Bureau of 
the Disarmament Conference, to associate himself with the expression of sympathy and the tribute 
paid to the memory of Mr. Henderson. ·As Chairman of one of the Committees of the Disarmament 
Conference, he had always found in Mr. Henderson, as President, a rare devotion to his duties. 
He was a true apostle of peace. In losing him, the whole world had lost one of the most ardent 
snpporters of the ideal of peace. · . _ 1 •• The PREsiDEl'i'T asked the Secretary-Generit.l to convey th4:) Council's expressions of sympathy 
to the family of Mr. Hendason, and to mention the tribute just paid to his memory. 

(b) EXTRAct FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
JANUARY 22ND, I936 .. . . 

Questions raised by the Death of Mr. Henderson: President of the Conference for the 
Rednction and Limitation o( Armaments. 

M. Rmz GU1N.AZJi (rapporteur for questions concerning the reduction and limitation of 
armaments) presented the_ following report: 1 

" The death of Mr. Henderson, the President of the Conference for the Reduction and 
~ of Armaments, which occurred in London on October 2oth, I935, leaves the Conference 
withont a head and raises a question of procedure which I wish to lay before my colleagues . 

. " lir. Henderson himself summarised the course of the Conference in the preliminary report 
which he asked to be circulated and which is now in the hands of Governments (document 
Conf.D.IJI). My colleagues are familiar with the unfavourable political conditions which have 
~sed a suspension of the work of the Conference, and they will no doubt agree with me"that 
circmnstances are still unpropitious for the resumption of its work. 

" I wonld, therefore, suggest for the consideration of the Council that no steps need to be 
taken to choose a successor to Mr. Henderson until the resumption of the work of the Conference 
becomes possible. . 

".I feel that ~he two questions, that of the election of a new President and the question of the 
effectiVe resumpt100 of the Conference, had best be linked together. As soon, therefore, as a 
prop.-JSal for the conveJ_Ung of the Conference is made, either by the Rapporteur or by any Member 
or l!embers, _the Council C3.I! empower the Secretary-General to consult the Bureau of the Conference 
on the qtrest100 of summonmg the Conference. The latter would then begin by electing a president 
and proceed to consider the general situation. · ' · :The .series of political events that have taken place since the General Commission's last 
meetmg Will perhaps suggest to the Conference a procedure and programme of work influenced 
by the c;hang(::S that have taken place in the general situation. 

·" Fmally, I should like to remind the Members of the Council that the Naval Conference 
~mtd by t~e Uni~ King_dom Governm~t under Article 23 of the Washington and London 
Naval Treatu:s IS now m ses510D and that, m response to that Government's invitation the 
~etary-Gf:neral ha'! sent a representative to the Conk'l"ence as an observer." ' 

The wnclu•irnl• (lj the report were aii<Jpted. 
.. 
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Official No. : Conf.D.fC.G.157. 

Geneva, November 15th, 1933. 

GENERAL COMMISSION 

COMMUNICATION BY THE PRESIDENT . 

. Having consulted M. Politis, Vice-President, and Dr. Bene5, Rapporteur, Mr. Henderson, 
President of the Conference, has the honour to inform the members of the General 
Commission as follows· : 

At its sitting o!l November nth, the Bureau entrusted certain specific tasks to 
rapporteurs, .requestmg them to hand over their reports to the President in sufficient 
time before the meeting of the General Commission. 
· . When, however •. the r~pporteurs embarked upon their tasks, they were confronted 
With a number of difficulties the settlement of which appears to require the previous 
soh,1tion of certain political problems. 

As far as the questions referred to them by the Bureau are concerned, the officers 
and the rapporteurs will be in a position to present their report to the Bureau only when 
they shall have taken contact with the heads of delegations. The Vice-President and 
the Rapporteur expressed their preparedness to come to Geneva at the call of the President 
so soon as heads of delegations are available jn Geneva. 

Official No. : Conf.D.fC.G.158. 
[Conf.D.fBureau 57.] 

Geneva, April 14th, 1934. 

MEMORANDUM BY THE DANISH, NORWEGIAN, SPANISH, SWEDISH 
AND SWISS DELEGATIONS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF THE 

WORK OF THE CONFERENCE 

Note by the President of the Conference. 

In conformity with the request of the Swedish Government-of which· the Bureau was 
informed at its meeting on April 1oth, 1934-the President of the Conference has the honour 
to communicate to the members of the Bureau and of the General Commission the attached 
memorandum by the Danish, Norwegian, Spanish, Swedish and Swiss delegations. 

The Netherlands delegation has stated that it is able to support the general tenor of this 
memorandum without actualli approving word for word the arguments put forward. 

The Danish, Norwegian, Spanish, Swedish and Swiss delegations desire to submit the 
following observations on the present state of the work of the Conference for the Reduction 
and Limitation of Armaments. 

They are of opinion that only the General Commission is competent to take the decisions· 
of principle which are necessary. It seems evident that a general agreement can hardly be 
secured by retaining the British draft of March 16th, 1933. as the sole basis of the future 
convention. If a positive result is to be achieved, the structure of this draft will therefore 
have to be modified in certain important respects. 

It must be recognised that in present circumstances the Conference is bound to take into 
account in conventional form the situation resulting from a de facto rearmament. Should the 
Conference fail in this task, the world will be exposed to the imminent danger of large-scale 
rearmament capable of involving a general armaments race. 

The direct conversations pursued between certain Powers in the course of the last few 
months have it is true, contributed towards clearing up the situation. Nevertheless, no 
basis for an agreement has yet been f~und. The British l!l.ell"!orandum of January 29_th, 1934. 
represents, in this respect, a'!- apprecmble effort. at conciliatl?n• but, as It stands, It. cannot 
suffice to settle all difficulties. If, however, It were modified, made more defimte and 
strengthened in certain respects, it. would no doubt yield certain guiding _prin~iples 
permitting of the establishment of an arrangement better adapted to the present Situation. 

It is for the General Commission to deal with concrete proposals, but the Danish, Norwegian, 
Spanish, Swedish and Swiss delegations have felt it ~dvisa~le to draw the Confe~ence's 
attention immediately to the essential features of the solution wh1ch they regard as practicable. 
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These features may briefly be summarised as follows : 

:r. It will be necessary to be content. with a convention limite~ to certain branches 
of armaments. A comprehensive solution Will have to be.l?ostponed u!ltd later. .The problem 
of naval armaments might be left until 1935. Any decision C?ncermng the mamtenan~e or 
abolition of military aviation might be postponed, measures bemg tak~~· however, to prevent 
an aggravation of the existing situation and to strengthen the Bnbsh proposals by the 
unco~ditional prohibition of aerial bombardment. 

2. Within these prescribed limits, it will be essential to adopt,· at. any rate, cer:tain 
substantial measures of disarmament. In the opinion of the above-mentioned delegations, 
it would not be sufficient to accept a limitation of armaments at the status quo. 

3· The Convention would involve, to a moderate degree, a practical realisation of 
equality of rights. It would thus formally sanction the principle and draw the consequences. 

4- A convention of even limited scope such as that contemplated above does not appear 
realisable without a reinforcement of security going. beyond the proposals of the British 
memorandum, particularly as regards concrete and definite guarantees for the execution 
of the Convention. In view of the gravity of the present situation and in order to achieve 
real disarmament, it is our duty to take into serious consideration any reasonable proposal 
for increasing the said guarantees within the limits of the acknowledged obligations of the 
Covenant and taking into account the special situation occupied by any particular State in 
the League of Nations. 

In this connection, Germany's return to the League of Nations would undoubtedly 
represent an important contribution to the solution of the grave problem of collective security. 

* * * 
The Conference is placed before the following alternatives : either a limited but real 

reduction of armaments side by side with moderate rearmament, or pure and simple limitation 
at the status q® accompanied by rearmament on a larger scale. The Danish, Norwegian, 
Spanish, Swedish and Swiss delegations are in favour of the first alternative. 

If the opportunity of proceeding to real measures of disarmament were allowed to escape, 
can it be regarded as certain that a convention based on the status quo would be practically 
realisable ? There is an inclination in various quarters to think that, following the line 
of least resistance, events will develop in the direction of the status quo. But what is the 
status q® ? This question will necessarily arise one day in all its complexity. When it 
came to limiting armaments to the present situation, how many Governments would be ready 
to ~d ~emselv~ without making reservations of ~ kinds, possibly of essential importance ? 
It IS qmte concavable that the apparently most Simple solution would, in the last resort, 
present such complications that it would soon prove to be irrealisable. 
. Rights, obligations and risks being, in principle, the same for all countries, the Danish, 
Norwegian, Spanish, Swedish and Swiss delegations have felt it their duty to make an appeal 
to all Governments to make a last effort for the purpose of bringing about the conclusion of 
a first disarmament convention. 

Otftcial No.: Conf.D.fC.G.159(1). 
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Official No. : Conf.D.fC.G.164. 

[Conf.D.fBureau 55(1).] 

Geneva, April 9th, 1934· 

COMMUNICATION BYTHE PRESIDENT REPORTING ACTION TAKEN 
SINCE THE MEETING OF THE BUREAU ON NOVEMBER 22ND, 1933 

The Presiden-t of the Conference has the honour to circulate to the members of the Bureau 
the following report, with annexes, on action taken since the meeting of November 22nd, 1933. 

* • * 
. It will be recalled that ~he Ge~eral Commi~ion decided, on October 26th, to adjourn 

until December 4th, 1933, Wlth a VIew to allowmg fresh efforts to be made for narrowing 
existing differences. The Bureau was authorised at the same time to go forward with all the 
necessary arrangements, so as to enable the Commission to begin the second reading of the 
draft Convention on the basis of an up-to-date text. · 

It was suggested to the Commission, and to the Bureau, that it might be necessary to 
set up committees in order to expedite the work of bringing the draft Convention up to date. 

At its meeting on November 9th, the Bureau appointed a Committee, composed of the 
officers of the Bureau and of delegates of France, the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, Norway 
and Poland, in order to submit a report as to which parts of the draft Convention should 
be sent to committees and which were to be entrusted to rapporteurs. The Committee held 
two meetings on November roth, and presented on the nth a series of recommendations to 
the Bureau, which .were adopted. In accordance with those . recommendations, certain 
questions were referred to committees and others to rapporteurs, as appears in document 
Conf.D.fBureau so(r).1 . In order to refresh the Bureau's memory, the distribution of work 
made at that time is given below : 

· Qtustiom referred to Rapporteurs : .... 
Non-resort to force1 definition of the aggressor and 

question of Article 6 of the British draft 
War material and question of the duration of 

Convention ·;. . -~· .. 

Naval armaments 

Air armaments 

Manufacture of and trade in arms 

. . i ' 

Guarantees . of execution of the proVisions of 
Convention •• 

·comm:ttees: 
··q I 

Committee on Effectives . . . , , 
Committe~ on Miscellaneous Provisions 

Rapporteurs : 

the ( M. Politis, 
.. I Vice-President 

the 1 M. Bene5, 
. . I General Rapporteur 

\ M. Moresco (Netherlands), 
.• ) Chairman of Naval 

{ Committee 

. ~ M. Lange (Norway), 
• . Vice-Chairman of Air 
· . Committee • 

I 
M. Komarnicki (Poland), 

.
Rapporteur of the Committee 

· • • on Trade in and Manufacture 
. of Arms . · 

the ( Mr. Henderson, 
. . I President 

Chairmanship and task of 
rapporteur entrusted to : 

M. Westman (Sweden) 
M. Bourquin (Belgium) 

.The B~eau decided at the same time that it should be convened as soon as the work· 
of any Committee or Rapporteur was complete without waiting for all the texts to be handed 
to the President, so that, while the B';Jreau ex~mined such reports as might ?e ready, the 
Committees· or rapporteurs would contmue th~r _work. The Bureau was reiiDnded of the 
undertaking entered into by the Ge~eral Comm1551on, to the e!fect that ~he members of the 
Commission should, before the meetmg of December 4th~ be m possess10n of a clean te..xt, 
so that they might have time, if necessarr, to consult thetr Governments. 

The two Committees set up began thetr work as f_rom No~ember_13th, and the rapporteurs 
(of whom you will remember I was one) began thetr work tmmediately. The rapporteurs, 

• Distributed November 11th, 1933· 



however were at once confronted with a number of difficulties which appeared to require 
the previous solution of certain political problems. _ 

Therefore, after consulting M. Politis, Vice-President, and M. Benes, Rapporteu~, !he 
President sent a communication on November 15th to the members of the. GeneralComm1ss1on 
(document Conf.D.fC.G.I57) informing them that, so far as the questions referred to. the 
rapporteurs by the Bureau were concerned, the officers and ~he rapporteurs w~:>Uld be m a 
position to present their report to the Bureau only after haVIng had contact. With the heads 
of delegations. The Vice-President and the rapporteurs then expres~ed the1r prepare?ness 
to come to Geneva at the President's call, as soon as the heads of delegabons:·~·ould be available 
in Geneva. 

Soon after the despatch of that communication, the heads of delegations of the Bureau 
came to Geneva. . 

Being concerned with the position of the Co?feren~e, the Preside~t invited into con~ul­
tation the representatives of France, Italy, the Umted Kmgdom, the Umted States of Amenca, 
and the officers of the Bureau, with a view to examining the situation, its difficulties and dangers. 

The Bureau was then recalled for November 22nd, when the President informed it of his 
consultations· and of the fact that there was unanimous opinion that a supreme effort should 
be made to conclude a convention. He explained to the Bureau that, as the work of the 
General Commission, when it met, would be the second reading of the draft Convention, it 
was inadvisable under the circumstances to convoke the Commission, since the existing 
divergencies of opinion on several important political questions were too great to encourage 
any hope of a successful issue from a prematu~ ?iscussion in the Commissio';l. The Bur~au, 
in consequence, agreed that the General ComnuSSion should be postponed until a date dunng, 
or immediately after, the January meeting of the Council of the League, such date to be fixed 
by the President in consultation with the officers. 

The Bureau, moreover, agreed to the suggestion made that the work of the Disarmament 
Conference would, at that stage, best be assisted by parallel and supplementary efforts between 
various States and the full use of diplomatic machinery. The hope had been expressed that 
those efforts would at once be undertaken with energy, with a view to advancing in every way 
possible the work which lay before the General Commission. It was also suggested that 
Governments should keep the President informed of their efforts and that they should report 
to him the final results. · 

While the parallel and supplementary efforts were being given effect to by the interested 
delegations, the Committees appointed by the Bureau went on with their work for some time. 

A preliminary report by the Committee on Effectives1 has already been forwarded to 
the members of the Bureau, and M. Bourquin, President of the Committee on Miscellaneous 
Provisions, recently sent to the President a note on the work of his Committee, giving, as an 
annex, draft texts for some of the points particularly studied by that Committee.•. 

On the other hand, M, Lange, M. Moresco and M. Komarnicki, rapporteurs respectively 
on Air Questions, Naval Questions and Trade in and Manufacture of Arms, have presented 
the President with progress reports.• 

Reports and draft texts have also been received from the Technical Committee of the 
National Defence Expenditure Commission• and from the Committee on Moral Disarmament. a 
It will be noted that in the field of national defence expenditure the Technical Committee 
has terminated the drafting work entrusted to it, and that a complete set of draft articles 
with annexes is now ready to be utilised for the application of the principle of publicity of 
national defence expenditure, which the General Commission adopted on June 8th, 1933. 

As regards the question of guarantees for the loyal execution of the Convention, for which 
the President himself has been appointed Rapporteur, Mr. Henderson· is not at the moment 
in a position to gi_ve the Bureau a definite report, owing to certain political differences. Those 
Governments which he has consulted appeared tQ agree that the Convention should provide 
for adequate guarantees of execution, but there is a marked difference of opinion as to the 
enforcement of guarantees. · · 

. It has ~n pointed. out t~at, if we .d~ not haye adequate guarantees, the Convention 
will be so frail as to be meffecbve, even 1f 1t contams satisfactory provisions as regards the 
future regulation of the armaments of the world. · 

On the ot~~r hand, the~e has been a tendency in ce_rtain quarters to minimise the impor­
tance of. proVIding for effio~nt guarantees. T~e President IS happy to ·add that the gulf 
sepa~atmg these two conceptions has been stead1ly narrowing, and that at the moment those 
particularly concerned seem to appreciate the necessity of securing adequate guarantees. 

Th~ me!"ora_ndum on ?isarma'!'ent circulated by the United Kingdom delegatio'n provides 
new art1cles m thiS conn~bon, and 1t may be that those articles will have to be further elucidated 
and rendered more prec1Se. 

• Document Cooi.D.{Bureau 53, diltributcd December 28th 1933 
'See AlllleX I. ' . 
•See AlllleXAll II, III and IV. 
: Tmcument Cooi.D./C.G.I6o, diltributcd December 11th, 1933, 

Document Conf.D.{Bureau H. diltributcd December 28th, 1933. 
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The President ventures to. think i~ ~mght to be possible to agree on a comprehensive 
system of guaran!e~s of execution providing measures to be taken by the Permanent Dis­
arm~ment CommiSSion after due consultation, these measures varying in proportion with the 
grav1ty of the breaches of the Convention. 

In accordance with the mandate entrusted to them, the officers met in Geneva towards 
the close of the January Council meeting, on the 19th and 2oth of that month in order to fix 
a date for the resumption of the work of the Conference. ' 

The.y felt t.hat, in .view of the progress reported from the parallel and supplementary 
efforts, 1t was mexp~d1ent to interrupt those efforts by an immediate resumption of the 
Conference's proc~edings. They also considered that it was highly important that when 
the B.ur~au met 1t should be in a position to complete the necessary preparations for 
establishmg an agenda and fixing a date that would enable the General Commission to continue 
without interruption its work with a view to the conclusion of a Convention. 

Th~y accordingly decided that the Governments in charge of the negotiations then 
proceeding should be asked to inform the President of the situation before February 1oth, so 
that the officers of the Bureau, meeting on February 13th, might fix the date for the meeting 
of the Bureau, according to circumstances, either immediately to consider the question of an 
adjournment or at whatever might seem the most suitable time to enable an agenda to be 
prepared for the General Commission. 

The Governments of the United Kingdom, France and Italy were therefore requested, 
by a letter from the President, dated January 27th, to supply him with the required information. 

Signor Grandi, the Italian Ambassador in London, replied on February 7th, forwarding 
the text of an Italian memorandum on the disarmament question. 

By a letter dated February 9th, Sir John Simon communicated to the President a copy 
of the memorandum on disarmament submitted on January 31st to the House of Commons 
by the British Government, with the text of the observations made in the House by the 
Secretary of State. At the same time, Sir John informed him of the intention of the United 
Kingdom Government to send Mr. Eden, Lord Privy Seal, to the capitals of the States most 
directly concerned, in order to ascertain the attitude of the Governments to the memorandum, 
so that his Government might consider, in the light of the information thus acquired, what 
further steps might be taken. · 

M. Barthou, Minister for Foreign Affairs of France, replied on February 1oth, transmitting 
copies of the· memorandum which the German Government had handed to the French 
Ambassador in Berlin on December 18th, 1933, the reply of the French Government dated 
January 1st, 1934, and the further reply of the German Government made on January 19th. 

Having considered those documents, the officers of the Bureau deemed that the progress 
achieved was not adequate to justify a meeting of the Bureau at an early date. They were 
unanimously of the opinion that a further effort should be made to secure a Disarmament 
Convention and, after full consideration of all the circumstances, they felt that opportunities 
should be afforded for further efforts to narrow existing divergencies. They agreed that it 
would be unwise to take any decision which might be prejudicial to the new phase o! the 
negotiations, including, inter alia, the visit of Mr. Eden to several of the European capitals. 

The officers therefore decided that, to allow time for the further efforts contemplated, 
and for any other steps which might arise out of them, the best course would be for the Bureau 
to meet on April 1oth, with the understanding that, if the situation changed considerably, 
or if so requested by one or more of the Powers concerned in the negotiations, the President 
might summon the Bureau at an earlier date. He was given full authority, in either of these 
cases, to convoke the Bureau. 

On the day following that decision-that is, on February 14th-the French Government 
sent their reply to the latest German memorandum and communicated a copy to the Secretariat. 

Two days later, on February 16th, Mr. Eden left London to pay the visits to the European 
capitals announced in Sir John Simon's letter just referred to. 

Later, Mr. Hugh R. Wilson, of the United States delegation, communicated to the Secretary­
General an aide-memoire on the latest British memorandum on disarmament handed by the 
United· States Secretary of State to the United Kingdom Ambassador in Washington. 

In accordance with the President's instructions, the Secretariat circulated all these 
documents to the General Commission in the form of a White Book.' 

A supplements was subsequently issued, containing two more recent documents-i.e., 
the memorandum communicated by the German Government to the French Ambassador 
in Berlin on March 13th, 1934 ; and the reply of the French Govert?ment: dat~d March 17th, 
1934, to the memorandum on disarmament communicated by H.1s Majesty s Government 
in the United Kingdom to the Governments represented at the D1sarmament Conference. 

Despite the fact that the Bureau has received all these documents,. it may ~~ of v~ue 
to give here a very brief summary of some of the outstanding divergenCies of op1mon which 
reveal themselves. An analysis of the note is likely to assist the members of th~ Bu~u 
in the decision which they will be called upon to take with regard to the future onentation 
of the work of the Conference. 

• Document Conf.D.166, distributed February 27th, 1934· 
'Document Conf.D.166(a), distributed March 24th, 1934· 
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I. REDUCTION OF ARMAMENTS. 

On the question of the reduction of armaments, the French ~overnment poin!s out that 
it is in favour of a supervised reduction of arm<~;ments ~a~ned out progresstvc:ly to a 
level permitting of the achievement of equality of nghts Wlthu~ a systell?- of secunty. In 
its opinion, equality should be reached by stages through succ~ss1vc: reductions of the: armed 
countries and not through the rearmament of the countnes dtsarmed by treaties. . It 
cannot agree to any plan that would accentu~te ~he. disar~!lment of France by grantmg 
Germany legal authorisation for rearmament, whtch, m 1ts op1mon, has already been effected. 

Germany, on the other hand, would accept any measll:re of di~armament, no matter 
how radical, if the other Powers were also prepared to accept 1t. It did not, however, appear 
to Germany from the notes exchanged between her and !he armed _Powers that. the lat~er 
contemplate any measure of disarmament sufficiently .effecbve to modify the premtses which 
are at the basis of the German proposals. 

While the Italian Government states that, though its policy was, is, and will be one of 
disarmament, the experience of the past two years authorises it to harbour well-gr~mnded 
doubts whether the armed Powers desire or are able to agree on such measures of disarma­
ment as would permit a solution of the present situation while maintaining the demands of 
Germany within the modest dimensions envisaged originally. . 

2. EFFECTIVES. 

The German Government considers that, for a fair comparison of effectives, account 
should be taken of oversea troops stationed near enough to the home country to enable them 
to be transported without any difficulty to the home country for military use, and of trained 
reserves. Germany offers to clear up, before the Convention is signed, the question as to 
what is to be understood by the military character of organisations outside the army and to 
define the activities which such formations shall be prohibited from engaging in, in order 
that they shall no longer form part of the military organisation, but shall confine themselves 
to political activities. 

The French Government considers that the comparison of French and German effectives 
can be made only in respect of comparable effectives-that is, those intended for the defence 
of home territory. Such comparison is conceivable only if all forces which have any military 
character are included in whatever limitation is decreed. France does not refuse to contem­
plate a limitation of oversea effecti ves. She is prepared to include in the limitation the oversea 
forces and the mobile reserve stationed in the home country ; she does not entertain the idea 
of compensating for the reduction of her home forces laid down in the Convention by calling 
upon her oversea troops. France takes note of the offers made by the German Government 
concerning the question of supervision and the limitations to which para-military formations 
would be subject. . She enters the most explicit reservations with regard to the German 
Government's claim to raise its regular army without delay to a strength of 300,000 men, 
together with the necessary material, without any preliminary enquiry into the present position 
of that army. Published documents show, however-says the French note-that the German 
army, as regards organisation, effectives and material, already possesses resources incompatible 
with the provisions of the treaties, which must be taken as a basis of subsequent comparisons. · 

The Italian memorandum states that the German demand for 300,000 men is based on . 
the assumption that the armed countries do not intend to reduce the number of theireffectives, 
otherwise the figure of 200,000 men provided in the United Kingdom draft would probably 
be left unchanged. Italy considers the question of reduction and standardisation as too 
complicated, and suggests agreement on the status quo. 

3· EQUALITY OF RIGHTS (DATE AT WHICH THE FUTURE GERMAN ARMY 

SHOULD BE EQUIPPED WITH THE NECESSARY DEFENSIVE ARMS) • 

. Germany cla~ms that her army cannot be deprived of all its military power during' the 
penod of converSion of the Reichswehr into a short-service army. Such conversion can be 
!nought about in. practice only if the arms which that army requires are made available for 
1t at the actual time of the conversion. · 

On the other hand, the French Government has always viewed the question of disarma­
ment in the light of the principles laid down in Article 8 of the Covenant and the Preamble to 
Part V of the ~reaties of Pe~. It has always contemplated a supervised reduction of 
arn:mments, earned out pro~ress1vely. It considers that Germany should not have material 
which t_he other Powers Will keep and which is at present denied to her until after rhe 
conver~JOn ~f the German army and the absorption of the premilitary and para-military · 
furmahorus m the regular effectives which will be limited by the Convention. · · 

Ita!y con5ide.rs that equalit~ of rights has been solemnly recognised to Germany and the 
other dt~armed States ; the mam and rractical question IS no longer how to prevent the 
rearmament of Germany, but how to avotd its being carried outside all regulation and control. 
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4· SECURITY (GUARANTEES OF EXECUTION-RETURN TO THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS). 

·'The ·~rench ·!l~te states t~at agreement is n<?t likely to be .reached otherwise than on a 
broa~ bas1s combmmg r~gu!atio.n of armaments .With assurances m th~ political field. France 
co~s1ders that such a p~nc1ple IS of value only 1n so far. as ~eans ex1st to give effective force 
t? !t, I.t shou~d be P?Sslble to put gu~rantees of execution mto operation by means of super­
VISIOn ; m parti~ula~, 1t should b~ possible to correct. any breach that has been brought to light 
by II_leans of sanctions proportionate to the graVIty of the breach, and the solidarity of 
the signatory Powers·should be implemented in the event of a breach being established which 
endangers thq security of another State. Aggression should be explicitly prohibited, and, if 
it does occur, should be effectively dealt with by the means provided in the Covenant of the 
League of Nations itselt · 

The French. G?vernment b~lieves that, as the League of Nations is still theonlyorganisation 
capable of furn1shmg a collective ~arantee of peace, the best guarantee of security would 
be the return, free from all constraint, of Germany to the League of Nations. 

It will have been noted that the United Kingdom and Italian Governments are equally 
anxious to secure the return of Germany to the League. 

Germany suggests that the European Powers sign pacts of non-aggression to be renewed 
after ten years, without prejudice to the political content of the Locarno agreements. · 

5· DURATION OF THE CONVENTION. 

It will be remembered that the draft Convention submitted by the United Kingdom 
Government provides for a five-year duration. 

The Bureau will recall that the French delegation had suggested an eight-year Convention 
providing for reductions as from the fifth year. 

In the light of the discussions held at the Conference during the latter part of the last 
year, a new memorandum has been distributed to· the members of the General Commission 
by the United Kingdom Government, which,. among other modifications, brings the duration 
of the future agreement f;rom five to ten years. T)lat .memorandum nevertheless leaves 
intact the principle of reduction agreed upon by the Conference in several resolutions. 

The Italian Government, on the other hand, proposes six years for the duration ·of a 
Convention which, however, envisages only limitation. 

ANNEX I. 

Geneva, April 3rd, 1934· 

REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON THE PROGRESS 
OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE BUREAU 

I :; 

ON MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. • . . . f . . 

. . ' 

Rapporteur :. M. Ma~rice Bou~QUIN (Belgium). 

The Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions has closely examined the articles of the draft 
Convention relating to , the composition, functions and operation of the Permanent Dis­
armament Commission (Part V, Section I, of the draft Convention), the various proposals 
for the amendment of these articles being discussed in detail. 

Owing to the pol~t~cal nature of the questions submitted to i~, the Committee has refraii?ed 
from taking any. dec1~1ons. It was _agreed from th~ outs~t of Its wor~ th.at each ?elegation 
should .express 1ts v1ews freely; Without thereby mcumng any obligation. · Th1s general 
understanding on which the discussion was based did not in any way detract from its usefulness. 
Certain misapprehensions on essential points were cleared up and possibilities of agreement 
were revealed, so that in the end I have felt able, as the Committee's Chairman and Rapporteur, 
to draw up the draft texts to be found in the Appendix. Although up to the present these 
texts represent my personal work, they have been directly based on the exchanges of views 
which took place in the Committee. · · · 

To complete the task entrusted to it by the Bureau, the ~om'!littee has still to pronounce 
upon the draft texts in question, to supplement ~h~m on certain pomt~ and t? make pro)?.osals 
to enable the Permanent Disarmament CommiSSion to enter upon Its duties as speedily as 
possible. . . . . 

There is reason to hope that the Committee will be able to carry out tins task very 
rapidly when' the time comes. 
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Geneva, December 7th, 1933. 

DRAFT TEXTS DRAWN UP BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS, RESULTING FROM THE EXCHANGE OF 

VIEWS IN THE COMMITTEE, ACCOUNT BEING TAKEN OF RESERVATIONS MADE 
IN THE COURSE OF THIS EXCHANGE OF VIEWS. 

Article 70 (present number). 

The Commission may also tak? in.to account _any other info~ation which may reach 
it from a responsible source and which It may conSider worth attention. 

In all cases it will examine information furnished by any of its members. 
Information received from a non-official source will first be s~bmi.tted to !l ;5mall. 

committee, which will report to the Commission as to w~eth~r the ex!lmmatlon of .this Infor­
mation should be proceeded with.. Any Govemm~nt Implica.ted ~ have t~e 17-ght to. be 
represented and to vote in the meetings of the Committee at which the mformatlon m question 
is considered. 

MAJORITY REQUIRED FOR THE DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION AND ITS COMMITTEES. 

General Rule, Article 86 (present number). 

Except in cases where larger majorities. a~e provided ~o,r under the prese~t ~onventi?n 
or in the Rules of Procedure of the Commission, the dectstons of the Comnnsston and tts 
Committees will be taken by a majority of the members present at the meeting, abstentions 
being counted as absences. 

DEROGATIONS TO BE PROVIDED FOR IN THE CONVENTION. 

I. Dr4Wing-up of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission (new article). 

A vote may only be taken on the adoption of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission 
if half at least of the High Contracting Parties are represented at the meeting. 

If, owing to this quorunt not being reached, the Commission is unable to act, a second 
meeting may be called, fifteen days later. At this second meeting the draft Rules of Procedure 
may be validly adopted, whatever be the number of members present. 

2. Modifications of the Rules of Procedure ( AdditiOtJS, Suppressions, Changes in the Text) 
(new article). . 

The Commission may only validly consider modifications to the Rules of Procedure 
provided that the object of such modifications has been stated specially in the convocation. 

The provisions sti_Pulated in Article •••.. above concerning the number of attendances 
necessary for the adoption of the Rules of Procedure shall apply to discussions of modifications 
thereto. Moreover, in order that the draft modifications may be adopted, a two-thirds 
majority of the members present at the meeting shall be required. 

3· Decision w proceed w a Local Investigation in Case of Complaint (Article 73). 

Note.-The provisions of existing Articles 73 and 77 should be merged into one article, the 
text of which should read as follows : 

If one of the High Contracting Parties is of opinion that the provisions of the present 
Convention have been infringed or that a threat of infringement exists, such party may address 
a complaint to the Commission. 

The. Commission shall .meet at once to consider th? matter an4 ~ll invite the High 
~tractmg Party whose attitude has produced the complamt to supply tt with all explanations 
whteh may be useful. 

In &tlCh a case, the ,C,Ommissi?n may ~mploy the various methods of obtaining information 
and methods of supervtSton ~rov1d~ f?r m the present Convention. It may decide, in parti­
cular,~ M;ve the necessary mves~1f?at10ns conducted on the territory of the High Contracting 
Party tmplteated, under &tlCh cond1bons as it may deem appropriate. This decision however 
mU&t be tak~ by a two;-thirds ~ajority of members present, provided that at lea~t one-half 
of all the H~gh .~ntrac~mg Parties are represented at the meeting. , 

The Commw10n wdl draw up • • • (remainder as in present Article 77). 
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PERIODIC INVESTIGATIONS •. 

Article 75 (present number). 

- Within the limits of the undertakings assumed under the present Convention, the 
armaments of each of the High Contracting Parties shall be subjected to a local inspection 
at least once a year. 

~~ceptionally, the Commission may decide to suspend the application of this rule. Such 
a declSlon shall only be valid for one year. It shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of the 
members present at the meeting, it being understood that this majority shall include all members 
present representing States bordering on the State to which the decision applies. 

The inspections provided for in the present article shall be organised by the Commission 
as soon as it enters upon its duties, on the basis of absolute equality of treatment of all the 
High Contracting Parties. . 

To this end, the Commission shall create supervisory committees, which will be entrusted 
with the duty of permanently watching the execution of the present C'onvention, and especially 
of proceeding to the local inspections which this supervision implies. 

The Commission shall determine the composition of these committees, their competence 
and operation, in conformity with the rules set forth in the Annex to the present chapter. 

Annex to the Appendix. 

A. CONSTITUTION OF SUPERVISORY COMMITTEES. 

Article I. 

The Commission shall determine the number of supervisory committees and the regions 
to be assigned to them. · 

The composition of the group of States under the jurisdiction of the same Committee 
shall be determined in such a way as not to include any Powers not maintaining diplomatic 
relations with each other. 

This composition may be modified at any time by the Commission. 

Note.-The report will indicate the necessity of taking into account in this respect political 
circumstances, and will point out the most typical case : serious confiict without 
breaking-off of diplomatic relations. 

Article 2. 

The Commission will appoint the members of the supervisory committees. 
All States belonging to a regional group under the jurisdiction of a committee shall be 

represented thereon on a basis of absolute equality. Each Committee will, in addition, include 
nationals of other States. 

Note.-The report will indicate the desirability of such nationals being even in a majority. 

While the Committee is proceeding to the local inspection of the armaments of a State, 
the representatives of such State shall cease, temporarily and until the inspection is finished, 
to sit on the Committee. 

On the other hand, the State undergoing inspection shall name one or more assessors 
who shall accompany the Committee during such inspection. These assessors shall be 
constantly at the disposal of the Committee in order to facilitate the accomplishment of its 
task. The Committee shall not refuse them the right to be present at its investigations. 

Article 3· 

The chairmanship of the Committees shall be assured by each of the members in turn. 
The rotation will be determined by drawing lots. 

B. OPERATION OF THE SUPERVISORY COMMITTEES DURING LOCAL INVESTIGATIONS. 

Article 4· 

The Committee will draw up the programme of each investigation, in conformity with 
the instructions given them by the Commission or by· any organ to which the Commission 
may have delegated this power. • 

While on the spot, the Committees may complete their programme for the establishment 
of unforeseen facts which may be deemed necessary, within the framework of the Convention. 

Article 5· 

. The Committees' sole task shall be the establishment of facts. In particular, they shall 
not give orders or make observation~ to the local, civil or military authorities. When help 
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is required {J-om these authorities, it shall be requested through the intermedia!y of ~he 
assessors representing the State under inspection. These _assessors must be prov1ded w1th 
written instructions giving them all necessary powers for th1s purpose. 

Article 6. ' . ' 

Note. -Specify certain matters of fact (work by r~search ?epar~ments, fin~nci~ computations, 
· etc.) which the Committees shall not be entitled to mvesttgate. , Th1s at11cle ~an only be 

drafted when the necessary technical details have been furnished l?y the comp~te~t 
Committees. · · · 

. ,, . j: 

Article 7· " 
In every case, the Committees shall immediately inform the lq~al. authorities. affe~ted 

of the result of their investigations and shall invite .them to furnish any writlen ob~erv;ahons 
that they may care to make on the matter. 

Article 8 (present Article 85 of the draft Convention). 

The High Contracting Parties will furnish the Committees with all necessary facilities 
for the execution of their task, especially· with regard to the calling of witnesses that the 
Committee may desire to hear. 

The Committees may take cognisance of all documentation relating to the object of their 
inspection, subject to the provisions of Article 6 of the present annex. 

Article 9· ' ' ! 

· In the case of difficulties between the Committee and the local authorities, the President 
of the Committee shall immediately refer the matter to the Commission or the organ to which 
it has delegated its powers for this purpose. Pending action by the Commission or the said . 
organ, the Chairman of the Committee shall take all necessary measures to enable the latter 
to continue its task. The Government of the State undergoing inspection shall instruct 
the authorities under its jurisdiction to assist the Committee in all matters not bearing directly 
on the difficulty in question. · · · · ' .. : :. ' . 

Article 10. 

After each inspection, the Committees shall immediately draw up a written report of 
their findings and shall send this report to the President of the Commission. 

During the course of their inspection in urgent cases, they may transmit special reports 
to the President of the Commission. · · · · · '· 

Every member of the Committee shall have the right to require that account shall·be 
taken of his observations in the form of a special report. · . 

The regulations of the Commission shall determine the conditions under which the reports 
of the Committees shall be brought to the notice of the High Contracting Parties.. . .. . , 

ANNEX II. . .. 

Geneva, November 24th, 1933 . 
' ' ' '• . I 

REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON THE, PROGRESS 

OF THE WORK REGARDING AIR ARMAMENTS . 

.... 
' ; 

Rapporteur : Dr. Christian L. LANCE (Norway). 
. ' 

h At its. meeting on November nth, 1933, the Bureau adopted the report submitted by 
t e Comm1ttee set up on November gth, which ~ncluded the following passage: 

. "It ~s suggest~d that a rapporteur be appointed to consider the question of the 
umversahty of Article 34 concerning the abolition of bombing from the air as well as 
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questions connected with civil aviation regarding which precise provisions should be 
provided for in. the Convention. As for the complete abolition of military aviation and 
correlative questions which would be raised with regard to civil aviation by such an 
abolition, it is considered that this is a matter which should properly be left to the mature 
consideration of the Permanent Disarmament Commission, as provided for in the United 
Kingdom draft Convention. · · 

" The Committee decided to propose Dr. Lange, Vice-Chairman of the Air Committee, 
to ~ct as Rapporteur." -

' ·In accordance with this mandate, the Rapporteur got into touch with all the delegations 
specifllly interested in the question and more particularly with those which had put forward 
amendments to the articles of Chapter III or which had made statements regarding them in 
the course of the discussions in the General Commission. From the outset, he became aware 
that several of these delegations refused to take up any definite position in the matter of air 
armaments, taking the view that these problems could only be solved if studied in the light 
of the general political situation or of the problems raised in other spheres and more especially 
of naval problems. 

The Japanese delegation, for example, referred to the statement made by M. Sa to at 
the meeting of the General Commission on June 8th, 1933. Its consent to the abolition of 
bombing from the air would be conditional upon the abolition of aircraft-carriers. 

The French delegation, while declaring itself in favour of the complete abolition of bombing 
from the air, pointed out that, in accordap.ce with the view which it had frequently expressed 
-namely, that the various aspects of armaments were interdependent-it considered that the 
value of a separate discussion on the subject of air armaments would only be relative. 

The Italian delegation pointed out that it adhered to the statement which it made last 
June : acceptance of the British plan in general while expressly reserving its attitude with 
regard to any amendments or additions. It was therefore unable to discuss the possibility 
of accepting any amendments to any article whatsoever. . 

The United Kingdom delegation referred to a statement by the Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs in the House of Commons on July 5th, 1933. on the subject of the 
reservation in regard to the use of bombing for police purposes in outlying regions. The 
material passages in that statement are as follows : 

" It would indeed be a terrible thing if the Conference were to break down upon this 
issue. Let me also assure him (my Right Honourable friend) that there is not the least 
question of it. If the occasion arose when the only thing which stood between 
the signing of the Convention and the agreement on the Convention was this reservation, 
then, indeed, a very different situation would have arisen from the situation at the present 
time. . . . It is one of the problems which will have to be regulated if and when we 
come to the second reading. I can assure him that I should feel as strongly as he the 
terrible responsibility of any breakdown of the Conference upon such an issue." 

I . 

In this connection it should be added that the Netherlands delegation referred to 
M. Rutgers' remarks with regard to this reservation at the meeting of the General Commission 
on May 27th. M. Rutgers had raised the question whether that reservation, which referred 
to police action--i.e., to an internal matter-was not out of place in an international 
Convention. It should, at the same time, be pointed out that this problem will, in any case, 
be raised by the question of preparations for, and training in, the methods of aerial 
bombardment. 

The United .States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics delegations had declared 
themselves unreservedly in favour of the complete abolition of bombing from the air. 
· Subject to the reservations which the delegations have already made with regard to the 
principle of the universality of Article 34 and to those which they m:ty be led to submit with 
regard to the terms of the article embodying that principle, the Rapporteur provisionally 
proposes the text of Article 34. amended as follows : 

" Article 34· 

".The High Contracting Parties accept the complete abolition of bombing from the 
air and undertake to prohibit in their territory all preparations for such bombardment and 

'all training in its methods." 

On account of the reservations put forward by certain of the delegations concerned, the 
other question-that of the supervision of civil aviation-could not be thoroughly canvassed 
in all its details .. The stipulations on this subject are to be found in Annex II of Chapter III 
of the draft Convention. · 

The French delegation nevertheless pointed out that, in its opinion~ it would be necessary 
that to the other undertakings with regard to publicity (I, c, d) should be added an undertaking 
to supply the competent authority (preferably the Permanent Commission and not the 
League of Nations), not merely with ex post facto particulars of civil aviation, but also with 
particulars regarding the construction programmes in respect of such aviation. A stipulation 
should be added (under e) empowering the accredited representatives of the competent 
authority to inspect, not only manufactured aircraft, but also the factories en,aaged in 
producing them. 

The Rapporteur has not had an opportunity of discussing this suggestion of the French 
delegation's with the other delegations. 
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It should be added, in conclusion, that, in the course of the con.v~rsations; t.he question 
raised in Article 35-preparatory work with a view to ~he complete abolztzon of the atr arm-was 
discussed in general terms and it was agreed that this work should ~e entrusted. to the Per­
manent Commission. A suggestion was nevertheless made that a specific ';lndertakmgshould.be 
included in the.article in question bi!ldi~g the various Stat.es to take part m a Co~feren~ewh1ch 

ould meet during the period of apphcahon of the Convention for the purpose of discuss1~g and, 
~f possible finally ratifying the total abolition of the military and naval air arms. If It were 
decided t~ hold such a Conference in 1935-which will be the date o.f the Conference tor t~e 
revision of the London Naval Treaty-the delegations which emph~s1se th«: ~lose relat10n~h1p 
between the air arm and the naval arm would have an earl:y: opportumty of rrusmg that question. 

Several delegations, more especially those of the Umted States, ~ranee, Japan and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, were in favour of such a sugg~shon. . 

In the circumstances set out above, the Rapporteur too.k the view ~hat no !lseful purpose 
would be served by pursuing the negotiations with the vanous delef?atwns ; with t~e. autho­
risation of the President of the Conference, he therefore confined himself to subm1ttmg the 
present progress report. 

ANNEX III. 

Geneva, March 27th, 1934 .. · 

REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON THE PROGRESS 
OF THE WORK REGARDING NAVAL ARMAMENTS. 

Rapporteur: M. E. MORESCO (Netherlands). 

The Committee set up by the Bureau on November 9th, 1933, to consider how the work 
of the Conference should be allocated as between Committees and rapporteurs made the 
following proposal-which was approved by the Bureau at its fifty-third meeting, on November 
nth, 1933-in regard to naval armaments (see document Conf.D.jBureau 50(1), page 4) : 

"Naval Armaments. 
" In the opinion of the Committee, this subject should be entrusted to M. Moresco, 

President of the Naval Commission. 
" The United Kingdom delegation informed the Committee that, as they had in 

the past undertaken some responsibility as regards the naval chapter, they would be 
happy to submit to M. Moresco certain suggestions resulting from the negotiations they 
have conducted in this connection." 

In pursuance of the mission thus entrusted to him, M. Moresco conferred with the United 
Kingdom delegation, which informed him of its conversations with several other delegations 
and put him in possession of amended texts which it had drawn up, as a result of these conver­
sations, for Articles 29 and 31 and Annex IV of the naval chapter, and authorised him to 
make use of these as he wished in his negotiations. 

M. Moresco communicated these amended texts to : 

(a) Certain <lelegations which had either put forward amendments to the original 
articles and annex or had supported these amendments in the discussion in the General 
Commission, and requested them to examine them so as to enable him, after discussion 
with them, to report to the Bureau ; 

(b) Certain other delegations which had taken part in the discussion in the General 
Commission, for information. 

Some of the delegations under (a) above replied in writing to M. Moresco's letter, and 
with others he had conversations. In no case did the amended texts give complete satisfaction 
to the delegations concerned. 

In addition, M. Moresco had conversations with other interested delegations. In the 
result, it appears that no appreciable changes have occurred in the positions taken up by the 
delegations at the discussion in the General Commission. . 

At present, the questions of Land and Air Armaments are more to the fore than that of 
Naval Arma~ents, which, it should be noted, are already limited in certain regards for certain 
Powers, and It would seem reasonable to suggest that the naval question should be taken 
up as. s_oon as the_general situation has been eased by the solution of the other problems now 
exerCISing the mmds of the Governments and delegations. 

It should further be recalled th~t the naval problem will be dealt with in a comprehensive 
way at the Confe~ence to. be held m 1935. ~ny agreement reached now would necessarily 
be of short duration, wh1ch would be unsatisfactory from the point of view of building 
programmes. 
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ANNEX IV. 

Geneva, November 27th, I933. 

REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE. ON THE PROGRESS 
OF THE WORK REGARDING THE REGULATION OF THE PRIVATE 

AND STATE MANUFACTURE OF AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE IN ARMS. 

· Rapporteur : M. Tytus KoMARNICKI (Poland). 

At its meeting on November nth, I933, the Bureau adopted the report submitted by the 
Committee set up on November gth, which included the following passage: 

· "Manufacture of and Trade in Arms.-In view of the difficulty of this question 
and the fact that it has already been considered at great length by several Committees, 

-it is suggested that it be entrusted to a rapporteur to examine what possibilities there are 
of reaching some compromise solution acceptable to all. 

" M. Komarnicki, who acted as Rapporteur of the special committee on trade in 
and manufacture of arms, was proposed as Rapporteur on this question." 

In accordance with this mandate, the Rapporteur got into touch with all the delegations 
specially interested in the question. He had to take into consideration the following texts : 

(i) Report submitted by the Committee to the General Commission (document 
Conf.D.l6o, June 3rd, I933) ; 

(ii) Minutes of the discussions of June 6th and 7th, I933· in the General Commission, 
concerning document Conf.D.r6o and the French amendment; 
. (iii) Resolution adopted by the General Commission on June 7th, I933· entrusting 
the President of the Conference " with the necessary negotiations with the delegations 
which may have any proposal to offer in respect of the stringent regulation of the trade 
in and manufacture of arms ". 

The Rapporteur, after having acquainted himself with the general lines of the conver­
sations which took place in the summer of I933. began his consultations with. the various 
delegations, but realised that the general situation of the Conference did not permit of an 
immediate discussion of a text, certain essential points having first to be elucidated during 
the course of the forthcoming conversations. 

It may be useful to recall on what points these conversations should first turn by referring 
also to the lists of questions drawn up by the various delegations in the above-mentioned 
report of the Committee {document Conf.D.r6o, page 4). 

I. It may be preferable to leave aside during the first stage of the conversations questions 
concerning trade in arms, these questions being subject to the solution of problems connected 
with manufacture, which must be examined in the first place. 

2. It is necessary to keep a close contact between the negotiations on material and those 
on the regulation of manufacture ; these negotiations should take place simultaneously. 

. 3· The Committee on Supervision might also take into consideration the special conditions 
of the publicity and supervision of the manufacture of arms and war material. It might 
perhaps entrust the examination of technical details to a committee of experts for the 
manufacture of arms. 

It will also be necessary to determine, in the first place, whether supervision in this 
field should deal with the truthfulness of statistics of manufacture or with the execution of 
a definite undertaking to limit manufacture. 

Before proceeding to the examination of these aspects of the question, it will be necessary 
to settle certain fundamental questions (see the following questions) : 

(a) Acceptance of the principle of the whole responsibility of the State in everything 
concerning the manufacture of and trade in arms ; 

(b) Decisions on the kind of publicity in the field of manufacture of arms and war 
material (Must this publicity include : kind of production, totality of orders in State 
or private establishments, distribution of manufacture between State and private 
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establishments, quantity and nature of material actually ordered during the course of 
the year?). 

(Finally, there should be specified what produ~ts are considered essen~ial from the point 
of view of the manufacture of arms and war matenal.) . . . . 

On all questions quoted in parenthesis, there are senous divergencies, whtch can only 
be reconciled when some important decisions on material have been taken. . 

(c) Decision of principle on the qualitative limitation <?f .manufacture. or 9uantitat~ve 
limitation (quotas), and, if this principle is accepted, defimbon of the cntena by whtch 
such quotas woulci.b.e. determined. 

. 4. As long as the above~mentioned questions have not been sC!lved •. it will b~ impossible 
to determine : the nature of licences, should they be general or spectal~.e., covenng a stated 
number of manufactured armaments? Must all licences be granted by the Permanent 
Disarmament Commission ? And, in the affirmative, what woul~ be the powers _of the 
Commission for the granting and withdrawal of licences ? The drawtng-up of types of hce~ces 
.might b~ entrusted to the Committee of Experts on the manufacture of arms, once the questions 
of prinCiple have been solved. 

Official No. ·.- Conf.D.fC.G.165. 

[Conf.D.fBureau 59.] 

Geneva, May 23rd, 1934• 

COMMUNICATION BY THE PRESIDENT REGARDING EVENTS 
SINCE THE MEETING OF THE BUREAU ON APRIL 10TH, 1934. 

The report circulated by the President of the Conference to the members of the Bureau 
on April gth, 1934.' contained a summary of the outs~anding divergencies of opinion revealed 
by the exchange of notes, memoranda, etc., which took place between the Governments of 
France, Germany, Italy and the United Kingdom from Decembet:_ 18th, 1933, to March 17th, 
1934·1 

' . 

Since then several new documents have been published : 

(a) The memorandum, dated April 14th, 1934, by the Danish, Norwegian, Spanish, 
Swedish and Swiss delegations on the present state of the work of the Conference ; 

(b) The German statement of views of April r6th, 1934. on the United Kingdom 
memorandum of January zgth, 1934 ; . 

(c) The letter of April roth, 1934. from Sir John Simon to the French Ambassador 
in London; · 

(d) The memorandum by the French Government of April 17th, 1934· 

All these documents have been published in the official publication of the United Kingdom 
Government, Miscellaneous No. 5 (1934), which the United Kingdom delegation was good 
enough to communicate to the President of the Conference. The memorandum by the five 
delegations, dated April 14th, 1934. has been circulated by the Secretary-General to the 
members of the Bureau (document Conf.D./C.G.I58). 

The President felt that it might be convenient for the members of the Bureau to have 
before them the following summary of these new documents, which will enable them to 
follow up the previous summary. · 

* * * 
_(a) Following on a statement made by M. Sandler at the meeting of the Bureau on 

Apnl roth, 1934. a memorandum presented on behalf of the Danish Norwegian Spanish 
Swedish and Swiss delegations was communicated to all the members ~f the Burea~ on April 
14th.• The Netherlands delegation stated that it supported the general tenor of this memoran­
dum without actually approving word for word the arguments put forward.· 

The delegations in question expressed the opinion that only the General Commission was · 
compet~nt to. ta~e the decisions of principle which are necessary. A general agreement 
would, m thetr vtew, hardly be secured by retaining the British draft of March 16th, 1g33, 

'Document Conf.D.fC.G.164 (Bureau 55). 
• See documents Con!.D.166 and Conf.D.166(a). 
• Document Conf.D.JC.G.158 [Conf.D.fBureau 57]. 



as the sole basis of the future convention. The British memorandum of January 29th, 1934, 
represented an appreciable effort at conciliation, but could not suffice to settle all difficulties. 

The delegations wished to draw the attention of the Conference immediately to the 
essential features Qf the solution which they regard as practicable. These features may be 
summarised as follows : 

· (I) It will be necessary to be content with a convention limited to certain branches 
of armaments-a comprehensive solution will have to be postponed until later; 

(2) Within these prescribed limits, it is essential to adopt at any rate certain 
substantial measures of disarmament ; it is not sufficient to accept a limitation of 
armaments at the status quo ; 

(3) The convention would involve, to a moderate degree, a practical realisation 
of equality of rights ; 

(4) A convention of even limited scope does not appear realisable without a 
reinforcement of security going beyond the proposals of the British memorandum of 
January 29th, 1934, particularly as regards concrete and definite guarantees for the 
execution of the Convention; Germany's return to the League of Nations would un 
doubtedly represent an important contribution to the solution of the grave problems 
of collective security. · 

In the opinion of these delegations, the Conference finds itself confronted with the following 
alternatives : either a limited but r.eal reduction of armaments side by side with moderate 
rearmament, or pure and simple limitation at the status quo accompanied by rearmament on 
a larger scale. The five delegations were in favour of the first alternative . 

• • • 
(~) .The German Government, in the statement of April 16th, 1934, declared its willing­

ness to accept the United Kingdom memorandum as the basis of a convention, subject to 
certain important modifications. 

Reduction of Armaments.1-Germany agrees to the postponement of the reduction of 
armaments of other Powers until the end of the fifth year of the Convention, the measures 
of disarmament proposed in the United Kingdom memorandum to be carried out during 
the second five years of the Convention. 

Elfectives.9-Germany agrees, on the basis of reciprocity, to the institution of regulations, 
as specified by Mr. Eden on February 21st, 1934, to ensure the non-military character of the 
S.A. and the S.S., such character to be verified under a system of supervision. 

Equality of Rights. (Date at which the future German army should be equipped With the 
necessary defensive arms. •)-Germany considers it impossible to wait two years for appropriate 
means of aerial defence and desires to possess from the beginning of the Convention a defensive 
air force of short-range machines, not including bombing-planes, up to a maximum (numerical 
strength) of 30% of the combined air forces of Germany's neighbours or 50% of the military 
aircraft possessed by France (in France itself and in the French North African territories), 
whichever figure is the less. 

After five years, Germany claims that the necessary reductions and increases should be 
made so that Germany should attain full equality of numbers with the principal air Powers 
at the end of the ten years of the Convention. 

Security. (Guarantees of execution; return to the League of Nations.•)-Germany 
continues to recognise the Treaties of Locarno. Germany's return to the League can, in the 
opinion of the German Government, only be dealt with after the solution of the question of 
disarmament, particularly of Germany's equality of rights . 

• • • 
(c) In its letter of April Ioth, 1934, the United Kingdom Government asked the French 

Government whether, in the case of agreement being reached on " guarantees of execution " 
of the future convention, the latter would be prepared to accept as a basis of such convention the 
United Kingdom memorandum of January 29th,. 1934, as modified in accordance with the 
proposals made by Chancellor Hitler to Mr. Eden and communicated to the French Govern­
ment. If the answer to this question were in the affirmative, what was the exact ,n~ture of 
the guarantees of execution which the French Government did propose ? 

• • • 

• See document Conf.D.fC.G.t64 (Bureau 55). page to. 
•Ibid .• page tt. 
1 Ibid., page 12. 

• Ibid., page 13. 



(d) In its memorandum dated April 17th, 1934, ~he Fre'!ch Govern_men_t expressed. the 
opinion that the German Government had wished to Impose 1ts determmabon to contmue 
every form of rearmament,, and that~ particularly by the adoption.of the ~udget for 1934-35 
showing very considerable mcreases m. th~ an!lY· na:7 and atr eshmates, 1t had, whether of 
set purpose or not, made further negobabons 1mposs1ble. . · ' . · . 

Therefore France felt that, even before seeking to discover whether an agreement could be 
obtained upon a system of guarantees of execution sufficiently efficacious . to permit of the 
signature of a convention which would legalise a substantial rearmament . on the part of 
Germany, she must place in th: forefront of her preoccupations ~he conditions of her own 
security which, moreover, she d1d not separate from that of other mterested Powers. 

Th~ return of Germany to the League of Nations might have furnished the opportunity 
and means of dissipating these preoccupations, at least in part. The presence of Germany 
at Geneva would be no less indispensable for the realisation of a satisfactory system of 
guarantees of execution. No' favourable indications had, however, been given· on' this point. 
The French Government, for its part, could not abandon, in principle, this essential and 
necessary condition. Even less could it assume the responsibility of such a renunciation 
at the very moment when German rearmament was being claimed, prepared and developed, 
without any account being taken of the negotiations entered upon in accordance with the 
wishes of Germany itself. • 

The French Government expressed the opinion that the work of the Disarmament 
Conference should be resumed. That 'work should not be abandoned, but taken :up at the 
point at which the Conference left it when it invited Governments to proceed to an exchange 
of views outside the Conference, which have not produced a result. . 

Official No. : Conf.D.fC.G.168. 

[Conf.D.fBureau 64(1).) 

Geneva, June 8th, 1934. 

FUTURE PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE CONFERENCE 

' 
RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY THE FRENCH DELEGATION AND ADOPTED 

BY THE GENERAL COMMISSION ON JUNE 8TH. 1934. 

The General Commission, 

Taking into ~onsideration the resolutions submitted to it by the delegations of the Six 
Powers, the Turkish delegation and the delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
respectively; · 

Taking account of the clarification of its work resulting from the French memorandum 
of January Ist, 1934, the Ita:Jian memorandum of January 4th, 1934, the United Kingdom 
memoran~um of Jan nary 29th, 1934, and the German declaration of April r6th, 1934 ; . · 

Convmced of the necessity of the Conference continuing its work with a view to arriving 
at a general convention for the reduction and limitation of armaments ; 

Resolved to continue :without delay the investigations already undertaken : 

I. 

Invites the Bureau to seek, by whatever means it deems appropriate and with a view to 
t~e general ~cc:ptance of a ~isarmament Co~J.Vention, a.solution of the outstanding problems, 
Without prejudice to the pnvate conversations on wh1ch Governments will desire to enter 
in order to facilitate the attainment of final success by the return of Germany to the Conference. 

' ' . 

II. 

Having reg~rd to the. peculiar importance pres:nt:d by the study and solution of certain 
problems to wh1ch at~entlon. 'Yas drawn at the begmmng of the general discussion : · 

Takes the followmg dec1s1ons : · · · 

I. Security. 

. (a) Sin~e the results of the earlier work of the Conference have enabled certain 
regton~l ~ecunt~ agreements. to be con~luded in .Europe during the past year, the General 
Co~m1ss1on d~crdes to app.omt. a spectal com~tttee to conduct such preliminary studies 
as tt may constder appropnate m order to facthtate the conclusion of further agreements 
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of the same nature which may be negotiated outside the Conference. It would be for the 
General Commission to determine the relationship, if any, of these agreements to the 
General Convention ; 
. (b) The General Commission decides to appoint a special committee to study 

the question of guarantees of execution, and to resume the work relating to supervision. 

z: ·Air Forces. ' 

· The General Commission instructs its Air Committee to resume forthwith the study 
. ·of the questions mentioned in its resolution of July 23rd, 1932, under the heading : 
"I. Air Forces ",1 

3· Manufacture of and Trade in Arms. 

. . The General Commission requests its special Committee on questions relating to the 
manufacture of and trade in arms to resume its work forthwith and, in the light of the 
statements J:nade by the United States delegate at the meeting of May 29th, 1934, to 
report to it iJ.S, early as possible on the solutions it r~commends. . 

Th~se''committees will carry on their work on parall~llines, and it will be co-ordinated 
by the B]Ireau .. 

III. 

The General Commission leaves it to the Bureau to take th.e 11ecessary steps at the proper 
time to ensure that when the President convenes the General Commission it will have before 
it, as far aspossible, a complete draft Convention. 

IV. 

Recognising that the proposal of the U.S.S.R. delegation that the Conference be declared 
a permanent institution under the title of the Peace Conference calls for careful study, the 
General Commission requests the President to submit that proposal (document Conf.D./­
C.G.I63) to the Governments. 

Official No. : Conf.D.fC.G.169(1). 

[Conf.D.JC.G./C.S.S.3(2).] 

Geneva, July 5th, 1934. 

REPORT TO THE GENERAL COMMISSION PRESENTED ON BEJ{ALF 
OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON SECURITY BY ITS CHAIRMAN, 
M . . ;N; POLITIS, FOLLOWING THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY 
THE GENERAL COMMISSION ON JUNE 8TH, 1934. 

'• 

B,y .a·'reso.lution date~ June 8t~. 1934 ~document Conf.D.{C.G.r.68), the G~neral 
CommiSSl<in decided to appomt " a special committee to conduct such prehmmary studies as 
it may consider appropriate in order to facilitate the conclusion ·of further agreements 
of the same nature (regional security agreements) which may be negotiated outside the 
Conference". .., . . 

· At its meeting on June nth, 1934, the Commission proceeded to constitute the said 
special committee with the participation of delegations of all the European States. It noted 

,,, ' I 

• Th.e Conference, deeply impressed with the danger overhanging civilisation from bombardment from the air in 
the event of future conflict. and determined to take all practicable measures to provide against this danger, records at 
this stage of i~ work the following conclusions : · 

( 1 ) Air attack against the civilian population shall be_ absolutely prohibited; 
(2) The High Contracting Parties shall agree as between themselves that all bombardment from the air shall 

be abolished, subject to agreement with regard to measures to be adopted for the purpose of rendering effective 
the observance of this rule. 
These measures should include the following : 

(a) There shall be effected a limitation by number and a restricting by characteristics of military aircraft; 
(b) Civil aircraft shall be submitted to regulation and full· publicity. Further, civil aircraft not 

conforming to the specified limitations shall be subjected to ~n internati.onal regime (e~c.ep~ for certain regions 
where such a regime is not suitable) such as to prevent effectively the m1suse of such c1vil a1rcraft. 
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the declaration of the United Kingdom delegation that, in taking par~ in the Commi~tee's 
work it was not the intention of its Government to assume fresh obhgat10ns on the contment 
o£ E~rope; that of the delegation of Hungary to the effect that it was prepare~ ~o take part 
in the Committee's work only as observer; and that of Italy to the effect that Its repres~n­
tatives on the Committee on Security would have to act as observers only" and, "that bemg 
so, he (M. di Soragna) asked the President to release the Italian ~elegation from th~ mandate 
he had intended to confer on it". It also noted the declaration of the delegation of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics that, though at the moment the Committee was only 
concerned with Europe, its procedure did not exclude other pacts dealing with non-European 
countries. Lastly, the Commission appointed its Vice-President, M. N. Politis, as Chairman 
of the special Committee. 

* * * 
The special Committee held its first meeting on June r8th. The Chairman submitted a 

documentary note prepared on his instructions by the Secretariat concerning the position of 
the questions of security, both within and outside the Disarmament Conference. Summarising 
the contents of that note, the Chairman of the special Committee pointed out that the idea 
of regional security pacts had ~wice-in rgz6 and in rgz8-received th~ approval of the 
Assembly of the League of Nations. . . 

After a first general exchange of views, the special Committee decided at its second 
meeting, also held on June r8th, to entrust to a technical Committee consisting of. delegates 
of the United Kingdom, Finland, France, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain, Turkey, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia and Hungary (as an observer) the task of exploring 
the various aspects of the problem of regional security agreements and submitting to it the 
results of its investigations in the form of conclusions. . . . 

This technical Committee held five meetings, the first three under the chairmanship of 
M. Lopez Olivan, and the remaining two under that of M. Politis. · 

The Committee first examined the following texts : 

The draft European Security Pact drawn up by the Security Committee last year, the Act 
defining the aggressor, the Rhine Pact of Locarno, the Model Treaties of Non-Aggression and 
Mutual Assistance recommended by the League Assembly in 1928, the Balkan Pact of 1934, 
various types of bilateral treaties of non-aggression now in force, the draft Treaty of Mutual 
Assistance of 1923, various resolutions of the rgz6 and rgz8 Assemblies and the London 
Treaties of 1933 on the Definition of the Aggressor. 

This examination enabled it to exchange views as to the possibility of treaties of reciprocal 
security being concluded between European States. 

As a result, certain conclusions were reached which, at its third and last meeting on June 
25th, 1934, the special Committee unanimously approved in the following terms : 

I. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

I. In the first place, regional security agreements should conform to the rules laid down 
in the big general pacts (League Covenant, Pact of Paris), and be brought into line with the 
special agreements previously concluded by the contracting parties, either between themselves 
or with third States. 

2. Such agreements should not be directed against any Power or group of Powers. 
As was laid down in 1928 by the Committee on Arbitration and Security, "if some States 
hold that a guarantee is necessary in the case of aggression by third States, it may be held that 
it is not for the League of Nations, whose object it is to promote sincere co-operation between 
all its Members with a view to maintaining and consolidating peace, to recommend provisions 
which might lead to the formation of rival groups of nations ", and that " treaties of mutual 
assistance will be the more valuable and will more certainly merit the support of the League 
of Nations if they are in accordance with the precedent of the Rhine Pact of Locarno concluded 
between States which only a short time ago belonged to rival groups or States whose differences 
might endanger the peace of the world ".1 

. 3· The term " regional security agreements " does not necessarily mean that the appli­
cation of such agreements is strictly confined to a certain region. It may also be applied 
to agreements concluded between a large number of States . 

. 4· As was pointed out in rg.z8 by the Committee on Arbitration and Security, it is 
!ldvtsable that European States which are not members of the League should also participate 
m these agreements. 

5· In seeking the most app~opri.ate ~ormul.re. for facilitating the conclusion of such 
agreements, there should be .borne m mmd, m addition to the Rhine Pact of Locarno and the 
Model Treaty o~ Mutual Assistance of 1928, agreements concluded since that time and which 
are at pr~nt m force, such as the Lo~do~ Agreements of 1933 between twelve States on 
the Defimbon oftheAggressor, one of which IS open to accession by all States and the Balkan 
Pact concluded in 1934 bet~een four States, which has been left open for 'the accession of 
other States of the same regton. 

• Document C.536.M.163.1928.IX, page 31. 



II. BASIS RECOMMENDED FOR REGIONAL SECURITY AGREEMENTS IN EUROPE. 

I. The foregoing considerations have led the Committee to the conclusion that the 
~asis whic~ should b~ recommended ~o the Gover!lments as most likely to facilitate the conclu­
slo~ of regtonal secunty agreements 1s that supplied by the Model Collective Treaty of Mutual 
Assistance (Treaty D).1 The reasons for this view are as follows : 

{a) This text was "highly appreciated" and" recommended for consideration by 
the States Members or non-members of the. League " by the Assembly (resolution of 
September 26th; I 928) ; · 

' ( b F . As at the time when it was adopted, it still represents a middle course between 
the various tendencies which have come to light in the matter of pacts of mutual assis­
tance; for _this reason it would appear more likely than any other to win the approval 
of the vanous European States. 

2. The model treaty in question is not framed as a rigid formula but, thanks to its 
elasticity, lends itself to such adaptation as may be necessary to suit it to the political and 
geographical requirements of the various parts of Europe and also to the individual interests 
of the European States. · 

3· That being the case, the contracting parties might, if necessary, introduce into the 
Model Treaty such modifications or additions as they may think fit according to the circum­
stances. It may be pointed out that, according to the note introducing the Model Treaty of 
I928,• a balance should be duly maintained between the three essential and interdependent 
elements in the said text-namely, non-aggression, the pacific settlement of disputes and 
mutual assistance. Without attempting to indicate all the possible variants of the text in · 
question, the following two examples may be given as an illustration of what is meant : 

(a) Case of flagrant aggression.-In certain circumstances, it might be desirable 
to add stipulations dealing with the case of flagrant aggression. For this purpose, the 
parties might insert in their Treaties of Mutual Assistance a clause similar to that of 
Article 4 (3) of the Rhine Pact of Locarno. 

(b) Definition of the aggressor.-In certain cases, it might also be desirable to specify 
what is to be understood by attack or invasion giving rise to mutual assistance. The 
parties might insert in their Treaties of Mutual Assistance clauses based, for example, 
upon the definition of the aggressor to be found in the London Agreements of July 3rd, 
4th and 5th, I933· 

4. Chapter I of the Model Treaty of Mutual Assistance can, in principle, be recommended 
in its entirety. The methods of pacific settlement dealt with in Article 4 will be such as the 
contracting parties consider most appropriate to their mutual relations. 

5· Chapter II of the said Model Treaty, which deals with the pacific settlement of disputes, 
is not recommended as it stands. It embodies, indeed, certain provisions the repetition of 
which might now become superfluous in consequence of the acceptance by a large number 
of States of both the optional clause· of Article 36 of the Statute of the Permanent Court of 
International Justice and the General Act of Arbitration of I928, and also of the growing 
tendency to conclude bilateral treaties of conciliation, arbitration and judicial settlement. _ 
Moreover, certain of the provisions in this chapter are of a highly detailed character and might 
therefore not be thought sufficiently elastic to meet all requirements. That part of the chapter 
which must, however, be retained is the principle that in all cases there should be a system of 
pacific settlement to deal with all disputes that may arise between the contracting parties. 

6. The general provisions embodied in Chapter III of the Model Treaty are not all of 
the same importance. The attention of Governments should be drawn more especially to : 

(a) Paragraph I of Article 29 regarding the provisional measures to be prescribed 
in case of need by the international courts or by the Council of the League ; 

(b) Paragraph 3 of the same article, referring to the obligation devolving upon the 
contracting parties to abstain from ariy act calculated to aggravate or extend the dispute; 

(c) Article 33, dealing with the mission of the League, which is to take at all times 
appropriate measures for effectively safeguarding the peace of the world; 

(d) Article 35, which makes no· proposals regarding the question of the duration 
of the agreements for mutual assistance, but leaves it to the contracting parties to deal 
with this question, which is of an eminently political character. 

' FIN;\L OBSERVATION • 

. Lastly, after examining the question whether, in addition to regional agreements, a 
recommendation should be made in favour of the conclusion of a European pact of security, 
such as that considered at the Disarmament Conference in I933, or whether the sphere of 
application of the aforesaid agreements would render the conclusion of such a pa~t unnecessary, 
the Committee took the view that those questions could be more usefully exammed when the 
result was determined of the negotiations with a view to the conclusion of more or less. extensive 
security agreements. · 

• Document C.536.M.t63.1928.IX, page 32. 
'Ibid., page 28. 
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Official No. : Conf.D.fC.JU 70. 

Geneva, J !lly sth, I934· 

NOTE BY M. BOURQUIN, . . 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON GUARANTEES OF EXECUTION, 

SET UP BY THE GENERAL COMMISSION ON JUNE 11TH, 1934. 

Note by the President of the Confermce. 

With reference to the resol!ltion adopted by the General Commission on ]!lne 8th last, 
the President of the Conference .has the hono!lr to forward to the members of the General 
Commission, for information, a Note on the Qllestion of <?!larantees of Exec!l~ion, drawn .llP 
by M. Bo!lrquin as a resrut of his conversations with a certain n!lmber of delegations, and ~h~ch 
formed the s!lbject of an exchange of views in the Committee set !lp by the General Commtsston 
to st!ldy this q!lestion. 

NOTE BY M. BOURQUIN ON THE QUESTION OF GUARANTEES OF EXECUTION.' 

The Committee on G!larantees of Exec!ltion took cognisance of a note drawn !lp by its 
Chairman after conversations with a n!lmber of delegations. That note was disc!lssed by the 
Committee which decided to transmit it to the President of the Conference with the general 
reservation's p!lt forward by various delegations, and by the Japanese delegation in partic!llar. 

* * * ., 
I. The s!lbject of g!larantees of exec!ltion is, of co!lrse, a complex and delicate one. . 
I think it is possible, however, even at this stage, to discern the main o!ltlines of sol!ltions 

that might be entertained, especially as the existence of permanent S!lpervision wo!lld facilitate 
the organisation of the guarantees themselves; · · · 

2. In this sphere, as in others, two C!lrrents of opinion are observable : that which attaches 
decisive importance to the specification of the j!lridical machinery and of the obligations 
imposed thereby ; and that which, on the other hand, apprehending the drawbacks o£ excessive 
rigidity, shows a preference for the most elastic methods. . · . . . . . · 

If we wish to achieve practical reswts, it is essential to take these two tendencies into 
acco!lnt, and to devise a system that will reconcile the two and provide a minimJlm.n!lmber of 
g!larantees for each. 

3· 'The main difficruty is that the g!larantees of exec!ltion m!lst be proportionate to the 
gravity of the offences to which they are to apply. It is obvio!ls· that a slight irreg!llarity 
showd not bring into action the same co!lnter-meas!lres as a far-reaching violation, already 
foreshadowing a threat of war. Between these two extremes, there is a whole series of inter- . 
mediate possibilities, all of which, nat!lrally, cannot be pinned down in the Convention. Too 
searching an analysis wo!lld lead to artificial distinctions. B!lt it is at any rate possible to 
discern and define in. advance a n!lmber of main categories S!lfficiently clearly marked to 
give the system an adeq!late framework, and, at the same time, S!lfficiently broad to allow it the 
necessary elasticity. . . ·. ' · 

4· The gravity of a breach 'may be determined by various factors .. 
The first of these to be considered is the nature and extent of the offence. There are certain 

violations the importance of which is immediately obvious, either for a q!lalitative or for a 
quantitatiye reason; but it is also conceivable that certain acts, though not originally of that 
nature, mtght become disquieting thro!lgh their persistence or repetition. The duration and 
frequency of the irregruarity are additional criteria to be taken into acco!lnt. 

5· . It wo!l.ld th!ls seem possible to divide the principal hypotheses into fo!lr heads, and 
to provtde a suttable system for eaCh. · · · · · · · 

. 6.. First C!ltegory.--;Thi~ would compris~ slight breaches not, at first sight, involving !In 
n~tenhonal, dehbe~ate vtolahon of the Convention. S!lch breaches will inevitably occ!lr, 
etther through negligence or error or through the action of s!lbordinate officials or a!lthorities. 

In S!lch a case, the attef!tio~ of the Government called in q!lestion will. have to be specially 
drawn to the breach ; b!lt th1s wtll have to be done as simply and discreetly as possible. 

'Conf.D.JC.G.JC.G.E.4(1)-June 28th, 1934. 
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The proced~re contemplated f?r the operation of. the Supervisory Committees responsible 
ft?r local mspecbons already supphes a means of satisfying these two requirements. It pro­
VIdes that •. when those committees disc~>Ve~ an e~ror, they shall immediately notify the 
represe~tabve of ~he ~ove~n.ment undergomg.mspecbon, and shall request the local authorities 
to send.m ft?rthw1th, m wntmg, any observations they may wish to make. 

Thts mtght suffice, or, at most, it might be added that the competent committee will give 
special att~ntion to the measures taken or to be taken by the Government concerned to put 
the error ng~t. and that for that purpose it will take the necessary measures of supervision 
(requests for mformation, local investigations, etc.). • 

It should be noted that there will be less risk of breaches under the first category 
degenerating into (violations under the second, since supervision will be stricter and more 
continuous and the domestic legislation of the contracting States will be better adapted to the 
requirements of their conventional obligations. 

7· Second Category.-The breaches contained in the second category would be of the same 
essential nature as those in the first-that is to say, they would be violations of little intrinsic 
gravity, but requiring more far-reaching measures to remedy them, either owing to their dura­
tion or owing to their number. 

(a) Owing to their Duration.-The hypothesis is that of a breach in the first category, 
to which the Government responsible has not put an end within a reasonable time, although 
its attention has been drawn to the irregularity by the committee of inspection. 

(b) Owing to their Number.-The hypothesis is that of violations which, considered 
separately, are of no gravity, but which assume a more disquieting character either 
because they occur simultaneously in several places or because they constitute a repetition 
of a previous offence; . . 

These different cases, it would seem, can be placed on approximately the same footing. 
To deal with them, provision should be made for intervention by the Di£armament 

Commission or any permanent organ to which it may have delegated its power. Such inter­
vention, which would take the form of a request to restore conditions in keeping with the Con­
vention, accompanied by a time-limit for so doing, would go beyond the purely technical 
sphere to which the committees of inspection are to be confined. It would have, even at 
that stage, a more political character, although it would not actually exceed the limits of a 
friendly warning with the sole aim of securing a speedy and spontaneous return to legality. 

8. Third Category.-We now come to another sphere, that of violations which are grave 
in nature or extent.1 These are no longer mere irregularities that can be construed as the result 
of error or negligence. These are breaches the intrinsic features of which show that they 
are intentional. • But-and this is what distinguishes them from the breaches of the fourth 
and last category-notwithstanding their gravity, there is still hope that they may be remedied. 
The equilibrium of the treaty system does not yet appear to be definitely upset. 

In such cases, collective action should be both more vigorous and more expeditious. 
The Disarmament Commission should first of all address an urgent and formal appeal 

to the covenant-breaking Government to put an end to the breach at the earliest possible 
moment. 

It would also be highly expedient for this appeal, which would be made on behalf of the 
community of States through its organ, to be supported by joint diplomatic representations 
on the part of the States signatories of the Convention. Probably, it would be better for such 
action not to be of a mechanical and compulsory character, as this would deprive it of its moral 
effect ; but it would be necessary at all events to provide for recourse to it as a valuable means 
to be ·Used in case of need. 

Finally, if the appeal of the Disarmament Commission and eventually the diplomatic 
representations of the signatory States failed to have the desired effect, the Convention should 
provide, as a last resource, for a certain economic pressure. • 

This would have two aspects-negative and positive. In the first place, it would consist 
in the imposition of an embargo on arms and raw materials (according to the nature of the breach 
committed) intended for the guilty State.• Secondly, it would involve (within the same limits) 
the granting of favours and facilities to the States most directly threatened by the breach.' 

The question arises who ~ould determine, in .eac~ particul3:r c~se, the natur~ of the 
measures to be taken in execution of the general obhgation embod1ed m the conventions and 
hence devolving upon all the signatory States. 

Would the Permanent Disarmament Commission be competent to decide this point ? 
And if so, under what conditions ? Or should it be left to each of the contracting parties to 
determine the manner in which it is to carry out its obligations ? 

• Or perhaps through their persistence. In this category might be placed any breaches in the second group to 
which the Permanent Commission might not have succeeded in putting an end by the methods prescribed above. 

• For example, accelerated manufacture in repect of prohibited material or material exceeding the quantities 
permitted. 

• Attention was directed to the expediency of inserting in the Convention provisions relating to the manufacture 
of and trade in arms. 

• It would also be well to see whether something could not be done on the lines of the principles and procedure laid 
down in the Convention on Financial Assistance. 
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Both these formulre appear to offer certain drawbacks, and perhaps the "'isest so!ution 
would be to confer upon the Permanent Commission the power to make " recommendations " 
by a qualified majority.' · . . . · . 

The French delegation pointed out that the obhgabon devolVIng upon the contracting 
Powers to take measures commensurate with the lapses defined in each category would ensue 
directly from the Convention, and that consequently the Permanent Commission, a~ter having 
noted any such lapse, would simply have to decide upon the methods for the execution of that 
obligation. . 

g. Fourth Category.-We now come to'breaches which, by reason of their nature, their 
extent and the general circumstances in which they occur, directly involve the danger of war. 
In such cases, the breach of the treaty limitation of armaments is complicated ~y a legal 
situation of another kind ; we are faced with a threatened breach of the Pact of Pans, and the 
problem of " security " in the strict sense arises. In such a case, the means of c_ollective 
action provided for the previous category should be strengthened by the procedures mtended 
for the guaranteeing of security . 

. As the study of the problem of security has been specially entrusted to the Committee 
presided over by M. Politis, it would seem advisable for us to stop short at this point and to 
leave it to others to go further. 

The French delegation points out, however, that midway between breach No. 3 and the 
aggression proper-with which the Special ·committe\! on Security is concerned (mutual 
assistance)-there is an intermediate situation to which the Committee on Guarantees should 
turn its attention. The Committee might, in this connection, take as a basis the measures 
in:licated in a report • whic4 the I927 Assembly unanimously approved " as a valuable guide " 
for the action of the Council. 

The effort made to carry the mechanism of the guarantees of execution as far as possible 
would provide the Security Committee with further elements for the definition of the aggressor. 

IO. It should be left to the Permanent Disarmament Commission to determine the degree 
of gravity of the breach which has been committed ; the Commission should, of course, decide 
this point in accordance with the definitions given in the actual Convention.• 

Moreover, in the case of a serious breach, the Commission would be called upon, as stated 
above, to make " recommendations " as to the measures of economic pressure to be adopted. 

It would be highly desirable that, side by side with these discussions and in close connection 
with them, States bound between themselves by regional pacts of non-aggression and mutual 
assistance should consult together with a view to adopting a common attitude as far as possible 
and thus facilitating joint action. . . . 

II. Article 88 of the draft Convention submitted by the United Kingdom delegation 
provides for the possibility of derogations in certain cases. It appears to be preferable to 
leave this article as it stands, especially as it is not likely to impede the normal operation of the 
collective guarantees of execution. If, in view of a breach·committed by State A, State B 
makes use of the right conferred on it by Article 88, it is bound, in accordance with that article, 
to put a stop to the exceptional measures it has taken as soon as the reasons for such action 
have ceased to exist. In urging State A to remedy the breach, the Permanent Commission 
would, of course, take account of this provision. · 

I2. The sole purpose of this note is to suggest certain solutions which should in any case 
be SU_Pplemented and amplified later. There are certain omissions in it. ·For instance, no 
mentl!~n has been made in the note of the important but special problem of guarantees of 
execution as regards the prohibition of the use of chemical.- incendiary and bacterial weapons . 

. It may perhaps be possible, as the result of our further work and the exchanges of views 
which may take place, to strengthen these solutions and to add .other guarantees to those 
mentioned above. 

Any proposals to t~is effect would be carefully examined by the Committee, which WO\Ild 
be very pleased to receive such proposals. . , , · 

Con:.:!!i~:~=!.,":,ti.:'.n ;: ri;::~ft~:~~7:i!:ilty State should be deprived of the benefit of certain provisions of the 
• Document C.J6<).M.119.1927. 
• It •hould be noted that the articles of the Convention fixin th r 'ts f 

opecitic data with regard to the gravity of the lapses of which the: we:e ~'i:'~ o~ec~mamente may themselves supply 
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Series of Pu.blications: 1934.1X.s. Official No. : Conf.D.JC.G.171. 

Geneva, July 23rd, I934· 

REPO,RT BY THE COMMITTEE FOR THE REGULATION 
OF THE TRADE IN, AND PRIVATE AND STATE MANUFACTURE OF, 
ARMS AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR, FOLLOWING THE RESOLUTION 

ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL COMMISSION ON JUNE 8TH, 1934. 

Note by the President of the Conference : 

With reference to Part Ii, paragraph 3-"Manufacture of and Trade in Arms"-of the 
resolution adopted by the General Commission on June 8th, 1934 (document Conf.D.JC.G. 
x68), the President of the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments has 
the honour to forward herewith to the Members of the General Commission the following 
documents : 

(a) Document Conf.D.jC.C.F.47(1)-Report to the General Commission adopted 
by the Committee on July 2nd, 1934 ; ·· 

(b) Document Conf.D.JC.C.F.48(r)-Draft Articles adopted by the Committee 
on July 2nd, 1934; 

(c) Document Conf.D.JC.C.F./P.V.I7-Minutes of the meeting of the Committee 
held on July 2nd, 1934, when the above-mentioned report and draft articles were 
adopted. 

The President of the Conference wishes particularly to call attention to paragraph 2 of 
the report to _the General Commission (document Conf.D.jC.C.F.47(1)) mentioned .in (a) above. 

(a) REPORT TO THE GENERAL COMMISSION 

adopted on July 2nd, 1934. by the Committee for the Regulation of the Trade in, and Private 
· and State Manufacture of, Arms and Implements of War. 1 

Rapporteur : M. KoMARNICKI (Poland). 

1. On June 8th, :1934. the General Commission adopted the following resolution : 

"The General Commission requests its special Committee on questions relating to 
the manufacture of and trade in arms to resume its work forthwith and, in the light of the 
statements made by the ,United .States delegate at the meeting of May 29th, 1934. to 
report to it as early as possible on the solutions it recommends." 

This resolution is the starting-point for the work undertaken by the rapporteur to the 
Conference on questions of manufacture of and trade in arms, who, with the authorisation 
of the President of the Conference, has had a series of consultations with several interested 
delegations who represent, in particular, the principal arms and implements of war producing 
countries, with a view to preparing the way for the resumption of the work of the Committee. 

The rapporteur's work has been greatly facilitated by the generous initiative of the dele­
gation of the United States of America, which, in developing the views expressed by Mr. 
Norman Davis at the meeting of the General Commission on May 29th last, has given details 
'Of these views in a memorandum-annexed-put before several delegations on June xsth, 
1934· ' 

After a close discussion of this memorandum between several interested delegations-to 
whom were added all the other delegations who expressed the wish to be so added-the 
rapporteur prepared a draft text, which, after several alterations had been made in it, was put 
before the Sub-Committee on Manufacture on June 27th as basis of discussion. 

At this meeting the Sub-Committee approved the draft text in its present form. 

2. The text approved by the Sub-Committee contains a number of new ideas which have 
not been discussed by the General Commission. It should therefore be examined closely by 
all the Governments represented at the Conference. It would be highly desirable that, on the 
resumption of the Conference's work, all delegates be furnished with the necessary instructions 
so that the proposals may be usefully discussed either in the General Commission, the Bureau, 
or the Committee for the Regulation of the Trade in, and the Private and State Manufacture 
of, Arms and Implements of War. The final form will depend, of course, on the decisions which 
will have been taken in regard to the other chapters of the Convention. 

• lJoeument Conf.D.fC;C.F.47(t) - July :md, •934· 
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3. The full Committee consisted of the_ following delegations : 

. Afghanistan Persia 
Belgium Poland 
United Kingdom Spain 
Canada " Sweden 
China Switzerland .. 
Czechoslovakia Turkey · 
Denmark Union of South Africa 
France United States of America 
J~an US.&R 
Mexico • Venezuela. 

4· The Japanese delegation has requested that the following declaration be inserted 
in the report : . 

" The Japanese delegation has not up to the presen! changed t_he position it has 
taken up on the question of the manufacture of and trade m arms durmg the Confe~ence 
for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments. As regards the work of the Committee, 
the Japanese delegate will limit himself to forwarding its results to his Government, who 
will not fail to study them and to make known its poi~t of view if it considers this 
necessary." 

5· The Polish delegation has requested that the folloWing declaration be inserted in the 
report: 

" In regard to ArticleS A and following of the draft, the Polish delegation has called 
the Committee's attention to the special situation of the Free City of Danzig. The 
manufacture of arms is forbidden il). the territory of the Free City in virtue of Article ~ 
of the Danzig Constitution, which cannot be modified without the consent of the Council 
of the League of Nations .. There might, how~ver, b_e d~ubts as t? certain ~pects of the 
trade in arms. The temtory of the Free City bemg mcluded m the Polish Customs. 
territory, the Polish delegation declares that it is in favour of the draft, and in particular 
of the principle set out "in Articles A and following, while reserving the right to regulate 
the legal consequences of this adhesion in relation to the Free City by a direct agreement 
between Poland and the Free City." 

6. The system proposed in the text formulates a series of principles applicable both to 
manufacture and to international trade in arms and implements of war. However, it is the 
field of manufacture which has been the subject of more especial study, seeing that, as regards 
trade in arms, the adaptation of the Convention of r925 to the needs of the Disarmament 
Convention has already been studied in the Sub-Committee on Trade (see its report-Con£. 
D.fC.C.F.4o and 40( a)---'-dated May 27th and 3oth, I933~Annex 6 to document Conf.D.r6o). 

7· The draft rests on the complete equality of treatment applied to private manufacture 
and to State manufacture. In all cases where this is not explicitly stated, the measures proposed 
will apply to these two kinds of manufacture, unless they be questions of procedure, which, 
by their very nature, can apply only to private manufacture. 

8. There are certain provisions in the draft text which will, perhaps, when the definitive 
text of the Disarmament Convention is drafted, be covered by the more general provisions 
applicable to other chapters of the Convention (for example, Article B). 

However, the Committee has considered it opportune to draw the attention of members 
of _th~ Con~erence to several inevitable legal consequences arising from the acceptance of certain 
pnnoples m regard to the manufacture of and trade in arms. 

9· The Committee, not having to pronounce on a: definitive text, has left in suspense the 
question of whether it should insert a special preamble before the articles . 

. It recalls here, however, paragraph 5 of the report of the Sub-Committee on Manufacture 
(document Conf.D.fC.C.F.24, dated February r7th, I933-Annex 4 to document Conf.D.r6o). 

· ro. Th_e Committee's text advocates the adoption of certain principles. All questions of 
pro_cedu~e, either as regards publicity or supervision, will be the subject of subsequent study, 
~hich will have a definitely technical character. These questions of procedure will include, 
m the firs~ _place, the applicatio':l of the ~eneral principles of the chapters in the Convention 
~:m superViSion and exchange of mformatlon to the special fields of manufacture of and trade 
in arms. 

Th~ Comrn!t~ee h.as not had to oc~upy itself with the question of the possible repercussions 
of certam provtstons i':l the comme~cial field. T~e i~portance of this aspect of the problem 
has, ~o.wever, been pomted out to it, more especially m regard to paragraph (c) of Article F 
(pubhoty of orders). 

II. Several definite so1utions will depend, of course on the solutions which will be given 
to the problems regarding material: ' . 
. . ~is remark applies J?a~t!cularly .to Article C, wh~ch deals with qualitative and quantitative 

limitations and the prohibitions which are the subJect of other chapters of the Convention. 

rz. In regard to t~e ex~hange of information which is dealt with in Article F it has 
been remarked that the list of mformation given in this article cannot be considered lim'itative. 



This is further implied by the expression 'I among other information" at the beginning of the 
article. It is only from the study of the questions of procedure that it will be possible to deter­

, mine in the clearest manner what information will be necessary to ensure in this connection as 
wide a publicity as possible. 

13. The new directi~es for the Technical Committee on Categories are' the result of the 
acceptance of new principles of a kind to render supervision of the manufacture of and trade 
in arms more effective. · 

The French delegation recalls that it has already put forward proposals to the Technical 
Committee on Categories of Arms. These proposals tend to modify the categories laid down 
in 1929 by the Special Committee and are inspired by directing ideas which, in the opinion 
of this delegation, seem quite easily assimilable to the ideas behind the American memorandum 
(annexed). · 

The main idea was to set out the categories in the order of interest they present : first, 
from the point of view of their importance for the armament of modern armed forces and, 
secondly, from the point of view of the possibilities of supervision of the execution of a conven­
tion for limitation of armaments tp which they lend themselves. 

The French delegation therefore expresses the wish that the Technical Committee on 
Categories of Arms should resume, concurrently with the study of the American proposals, the 
study of the French proposals. 

14. TheFrimch delegation has called the Committee's attention to the interest inherent 
in associating the supervision of expenditure with the direct supervision of manufacture. 
It considers that it would be interesting to obtain the publication, by categories of arms subject 
to limitation or to publicity : 

(a) Of the amounts provided, either for the purchase of implements of war from 
private enterprises and from autonomous State establishments, or for manufacture in 
non-autonomous State e~tablishments ; 

(b) Of the amounts paid for these purchases or manufactures. 

In the same way, .it would be very useful to be able to verify in what measure industrial 
establishments manufacturing arms and implements of war benefit from State subsidies. 
. The whole question might be sent to the Technical Committee on Expenditure for 
reconsideration by it in the light of the principles adopted in the field of manufacture of and 
trade in arms, at the same time as the technical studies referred to in the preceding paragraphs 
will be-undertaken. · 

Annex. 

TRADE IN AND MANUFACTURE OF ARMS. 

Memorandum by the Delegation of the United States of America in regard to the Statement made 
by the United States Representative during the Informal Conversation between the French, 
United Kingdom and United States of America Delegations on Thursday, June 14th, 
1934, at 5 p.m. in the Secretariat. 

June rsth, 1934· 

. . ·It was suggested that, within the scope of the Convention for the Reduction and Limitation 
of Armaments, the Committee on the Manufacture of and Trade in Arms might usefully base 
its programme of work upon a consideration of the following points : · 

· r. That national responsibility for the manufacture of and traffic in arms be specified 
. in the Convention. 

· 2. That qualitative and quantitative limitation in the Convention be the primary bases 
for measures for the restriction and control of the manufacture and export of arms. 

3· That the manufacture of and the traffic in arms be subJected to national control by 
means of.: 

A. General licences for manufacture ; 
B. Special visas for export; 
G. Publicity ~ 

(r) For orders for manufacture ; 
(2) For all production, both State and_ private; 
(3) For e:lqlorts and imports ; 
(4) Prompt transmission to the Permanent Disarmament Commission by signatories 

of information on : 

(a) All licences as soon as issued ; 
(b) All orders as soon as received by licensee; 
(c) Shipment for e:lqlort as soon as made ; 
(d) Annual reports of all production and imports. 



4· That some international body, _such as the ~ermanen~. Disarmament Com~ission: · 
be empowered to co-ordinate the execution of the vanous prov1s1ons of the Convention by . 

A. Consideration of publicity ; . . 
B. Checking against quantitative and qualitative limitations of the Convention ; 
c. Causing continuous and automatic inspections ,to be made~except for ·processes, 

trade secrets, and administration of manufactunng concerns. 

5 That increases in armaments for countries entitled thereto u'nder the Convention 
be made by stages which are to be specified in the Convention. . 

6. That replacement programme~ are to be executed :t'Y stages ove~ .a period of ye!irs 
and notified in advance to the international body charged With the supervlSlon and execution 
of the provisions of the Convention. · · 

. 7· That categories appearing in provisions for the· control and supervision of the 
manufacture of and trade in arms be reconsidered and brought into harmony with the provisions 
of the Convention relating to material. 

(b) DRAFT ARTICLES 

adopted on July 2nd, 1934, by the Committee for the Regulation of 'the Trade in ,and Private 
and State Manufacture of Arms and Implements of War.• 

Article A. 

The manufacture of and the trade in arms and implements of w~r being matters of interest 
to public international order, the High Contracting Parties assume entire responsibility in 
these matters in the territories under their jurisdiction. · 

Article B. 
. ' ' 

. The High Contracting Part.ies undertake to enact the necessary legal provisions to ensure 
in the strictest manner the inspection and supervision of the manufacture of and the trade 'in 
arms and implements of war: · 

Article C. 

The High Contracting Parties undertake to prohibit, in the territqries under their 
jurisdiction, the manufacture of and the trade in arms and implements of war forbidden either 
for use or for manufacture, or exceeding the qualitative limits laid down in the present 
Convention (Annex ... ). 

They further undertake neither to manufacture, nor to permit to be manufactured, nor 
to import for their own use, arms and implements of war in excess of the quantitative 
limitations laid down in the present Convention (Annex .•.. ). · 

As regards trade in arms and implements of war, they undertake to co-operate with the 
Permanent Disarmament Commission in maintaining the observance of the limitations laid 
down in the present Convention. 

Article D. . ' 

· The High Contracting Parties undertake not to permit in the territories subject to their 
jurisdiction the manufacture of arms and implements of war unless the manufacturers have 
obtained a licence to manufacture issued by the Government. 

The High Contracting Parties undertake in the same way not to permit in the territories 
under their jurisdiction the export or import of arms and implements of war without an 
export or import licence issued by the Government. · 

Article E. 

The licence to m!"-1;1ufacture will be valid for a period not exceeding . . . years and will 
be renewable, by dec1S1on of the Government, for a further period. 

It will give, in particular : 

. (~) The name and address of the manufacturer, or the name and head office and 
pnnCipal works of the firm ; . -

(2) A description of the _im~lements ?f war. (categories of arms, arms, component 
parts) the manufacture of wh1ch 15 authoriSed. · 

1 Document Conf.D./C.C.F.48(1)- July znd, 1934· 



The licence will state; further, that aU orders received by the manufacturer are to be 
communicated immediately to the Government which has granted the licence. 

Article F. 

The High Contracting Parties will forward, among other information, to the Permanent 
Disarmament Commission : 

(a) . Within .••. months from the entry into force of the Convention, a list of. 
State establishments with a description of the implements of war (categories of arms, 
arms, component parts) manufactured by each and, as they occur, any chaJ;Jges made in 
the list. or description ; · . · 

{b) Copies of all licences to manufacture granted or renewed within ... days 
following the~grant or renewal of the licence ; 

(c) A list of orders, from ·whatever source received, within •.. days following 
the receipt of these orders, by the establishments holding licences and by the State 
establishments ; 

(d) Copies of all import or export licences . . . days at least before the anticipated 
date of entry into or despatch from the territory of the arms and implements of war 
referred to in the said licences ; 

(e) A statement of all manufactures, imports and exports effected (during the 
year •.• ,}.wi.thin the . • • months following the close (of this year). 

. ' . 

The Permanent Disarmament Commission will publish (with the minimum delay or 
at as- short intervals as possible) all the information furnished in accordance with the preceding 
paragraphs. 

Article G. 

The·High Contracting Parties undertake to execute any important replacement programme 
by stages, which will be notified in advance, at least ~s regards their yearly instalments, to the 

· Permanent Disarmament Commission. . 
In the event of the Convention's recognising the right of certain countries to increase 

their armaments, the manufacture or the import of arms and implements of war resulting 
therefrom may only be carried out by stages and in accordance with a certain rate (to be 
determined). 

Article H. 
. . 

The High Contracting Parties undertake to conform to the measures of permanent and 
automatic supervision (of which the special methods will be laid down 1) the object of which is 

·to verify that manufactures, imports and exports of arms and implements of war accord with 
the provisions qf the preceding articles. 

Article I. 
' 

It will be the duty of the Permanent Disarmament Commission to watch the execution 
of the above provisions. 

To this end in particular : 
(I) It will carry out an examination of the information furnished by the publicity 

prescribed (in conditions to be laid down). · · 
(2) • It will cause permanent and automatic inspections to be made. 

Mandate for the Committee on the Categories of Arms. 

The categories of arms drawn up in I929 by the Special Committee {document A.30.I929. 
IX) and revised by the Technical Committee on Categories of Arms (document Conf.D./C.C.F. 
38-May 5th, I933-Annex 5, document Conf.DI6o) should be ·reviewed and brought into 
harmony with the provisions of the Convention relating to material, taking into consideration 
the following points : 

{I) · Simplification of th~ system so as to make supernsion easier and more efficient. 
(2) The need for distinguishing between arms limited qualitatively, arms limited not 

qualitatively but ·quantitatively, and those· which are not limited in any way, so as to 
. permit of differentiation in the various measures of supervision. 

(3) Air material will be included in a special category . 
. {4) Obsolete material and material for civil use, etc., will be dealt with in the same 

way. 

1 For example, processes and trade secrets and the actual financial administration of manufacturing 
concerns will be exempt from these measures of supervision. 
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(c) MINUTES OF THE SEVENTEENTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE 
REGULATION OF THE TRADE IN AND ·PRIVATE AND STATE MANUFACTURE 

. OF ARMS AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR. 

Held on Monday, July 2nd; 1934, at 3.30 p.m. 

M. KoMARNICKI (Poland), Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur,, in the Chair. 

CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT REPORT AND DRAFT ARTICLES SUBMITTED BY THE SUB­
COMMITTEE ON THE MANUFACTURE OF ARMS{documerit; Conf.D.jC.C.F.47 and48, Corrigendum). 

The CHAIRMAN said that M. de Scavenius wa~ unable to attend the meeting and had asked 
him to apologise to the Committee. He then went on briefly to explain the scope and meaning 
of the texts submitted by the Sub-Committee on Manufacture for the approval of the 
Committee. He was far from feeling any undue optimism. He was aware of the many difficulties 
which still remained to be overcome, nor did he forget those who were absent or those who, 
for reasons of their own, had abstained from taking part in the present work. He nevertheless 
hoped and believed that the text before the Committee, which had been drawn up in close 
co-operation with a number of countries, some of whom were the most important producers of 
arms and implements of war in the world, would represent a sound and valuable basis for the 
subsequent work. . . . · 

In the course of its previous deliberations, 'the Committee had been greatly handic;apped 
by the fact that the most vital questions of principle were still undecided and that it had thus 
found itself at a loss as to its ultimate objective. He need only. remind the Committee of the 
report which he had submitted on its behalf to the General Commission on June 3rd, 1933 
(document Conf.D.16o) and in which the Committee had been obliged to recognise that it 
was powerless to draw up texts in default of agreement on certain of the most important 
principles connected with the manufacture of and trade .in arms. He also recalled that, in 
the draft Convention submitted by the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, which had 

.been accepted by the General Commission not merely as a basis for discussion, but also as the 
basis of the future convention, the chapter concerning the manufacture of. and trade in arms· 
consisted solely of the proposals of the French and Spanish delegations, and even so they were · 
classified as amendments to a text which was not yet in existence and which the Committee 
had hitherto failed to draw up. . 

Circumstances, however, had changed. The Committee was now in possession of a text 
which might be submitted to all the Governments represented at the Conference for their 
approval. True, it was not a final text. It was open to amendment and improvement. No 
State could bind itself definitively, first, because the various provisions of the future Convention 
formed the links of a single chain, and secondly, because the Committee had thrown out 
certain new ideas which, as the report explained, would have to be carefully examined by all 
the Governments represented at the Conference. . 

In describing the progress made in the past few weeks, .he could not pass over in silence 
the magnificent contribution of the Uriited States delegation, whose leader had made the 
following announcement at the General Commission's eighty-second meeting (May 29th, 
1934) : 

. "'f!le United States Govern~ent was willing to go further and work. out, by 
mternatronal agreement, an effective system. for the regulation of the manufacture of 
and traffic in arms and munitions of war." · 

This initiative on the part of the Uriited States had been given concrete form in the 
memorandum drawn up by the United States delegation on June 15th 1 and communicated 
to certain delegati~ns as a bas~s for disc~ssion. It was entirely thanks to this action, all the more 
remar~abl~ when 1t was rea.U;;ed that 1t cam~ from one of the most important producing 
countnes m the world, that 1t had been poss1ble to make such noteworthy progress, and it 
was thanks to !he at~osphere of understanding and mutual confidence that the co-operation 
of the countnes wh1ch had consented to take an active part in the work had had 
such satisfactory results. · · 

. ~e texts submitted for the Committee's approval were based upon the following 
pnnc1ples : . 

. (a) Th~ particularly col?-trov~rsial question. of the abolition of private manufacture, 
wh1ch had d1V1ded the Comm1ttee mto two opposmg camps, had, for reasons of expediency, 
been r~served to a later d3;te. But! for the purpose~ of the present stage of disarmament, the 
Com.m1ttee had. settled t.h1s quesbon, at least by 1mplication, by agreeing to the strictest 
poss1ble regulat10n of pnvate manufacture. 

(b) The Committee recognised the principle of equality of treatmE;nt as between State 
and pnvate manufacture. It was of course impossible to put an end to certain existing situations, 

1 See document Conf.D,157· 
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but the main object had been to make it clear lhat the legal obligations were exactly the same 
. in the case both of private and of State manufacture. 

(c) The text recommended the system of complete internal supervision, together with 
certain forms of international supervision, the practical details of which still remained to 
be worked out. . 

(d) _ Though opinions had formerly differed as to whether licences should be national 
or international, the system now proposed was one of national licences in which were tO' be 
inserted a number of compulsory clauses. This·system was sufficiently elastic and pointed the 
way to the unification of the licence system in all the countries parties to the Convention. 
It might even be possible at some future date to secure the adoption of an international standard 
licence. · · 

(e) The texts proposed the adoption of a complete system ·of publicity ranging over not 
only licences, but also imports, exports and manufactures. The details of that system and 
the particulars to be-supplied had, in farge measure, been reserved for a later stage. At the 
same time, he drew the Committee's special attention to the new ideas embodied in draft 
Article F. · . 

He considered that, read in the light of his report and of the explanations which he had 
just given verbally, the draft text was sufficiently clear and did not call for more detailed 
comment. He was, however, prepared to give any other. explanations if desired. The next 
step was for the members of the Committee to explain the attitude of their respective 
delegations. to the texts before the Committee. 

M. AuBERT (France) said that, for the period of nearly two years during which the 
Committee had worked under the active chairmanship of M. Komarnicki, the questions raised 
by the President had ·remained for so long without a reply that it was desirable to-day to reply 
without delay to his invitation, as a new draft was now under discussion. Though of American 
inspiration, the draft before the Committee embodied a great many ideas familiar to the French 
delegation, which regarded it as marking a very important stage in the current work, having 
regard both to the past and to the future. To take the .past first, the discussions on the subject 

- of trade in and manufacture of arms had now been in progress at Geneva for ten years. The 
I925 Convention and I929 Draft had always met with insurmountable difficulties, all of which 
really grew out of one essential weakness : the texts in question did nothing to reduce either 
the inequalities existing between producing and non-producing countries, or those existing 
within producing countries between private factories and Government establishments. The 

· French delegation considered that the present draft might make it possible to get over 
1
the 

difficulty. . · 
But how ? . Colonel Strong had very rightly remarked that two of the most important 

ideas on which the draft was based were the responsibility of each nation for manufacture 
and trade in the territories under its jurisdiction, and publicity through a system of licences. 
That was true, but, in M. Aubert's view, the essential principle which would make it possible 
to solve the difficulties that had been encountered for the last ten years was that of international 
supervision. Such supervision would project a light of equal intensity upon producing and 
non-producing countries, upon private factories and Government establishments. In othe,r 
words, it did everything possible to reduce the inequalities of the present situation. 

The principle of international supervision, however, was also a principle of the future, 
one that was really consonant with a general convention yet to be concluded, which would 
deal primarily with future armaments. Aggressive intentions or a threat of aggression would, 

. in the majority of cases, take the form of increased orders and greater activity in the armaments 
industry, and it was highly probable that a system of international supervision directed by a 
permanent commission at Geneva-a system of permanent automatic supervision based upon 
both docjlmentary evidence and local investigations-would detect such intentions pr threats 
from their inception. The potentialities of this principle of international supervision as an· 
element of security were therefore at once ·apparent. 

In short, the draft afforded two advantages : it solved a difficulty which haa been holding 
up progress for the last ten years, and it opened the way to a further advance. 

· Did that, however, mean that everything had been done ? M. Aubert did not think so. 
There was still a number of highly important tasks to be done. The report indicated them in 
general terms. There was the need for a careful enquiry regarding the application of the general 
idea of international supervision to the special methods' necessitated· by trade in and 
manufacture of arms. The draft articles themselves no doubt contained certain indications on 
this point. . Article F s.poke · of certain particulars which were required '' among other 
information " ; that implied that the enumeration Was not restrictive. · 

The exact nature of the information and the methods of supervision would vary according 
to the material. Beginning with the most " obvious " armaments, those that were clearly 
of warlike character-for example, naval material-details regarding laying-down and 

. completion, together with certain general characteristics as tonnage and cali_bre might be 
sufficient, combined with intermittent supervision. But, passing on to terrestnal armaments 
and from there to the armaments on the borderline between civilian and military life (aviation, 
explosives, chemical products, etc.), it would be clearly necessary to. devise a supervisory 
system of increasing severity in which permanent supervision on the spot would play a more 
and more important part and wh~ch wo!lld establish closer sup~rvisio~ of progr_am~es of 

· manufacture and of the factories With which orders were placed either directly or Indirectly. 
There was therefore still a wide field to be explored. 
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Another ~xample: the report also .said that' supervision. was to be confined within certain 
limits and, more especially, that the secrecy of manufacturmg processes ~nd of the accounts 
was to be duly safeguarded. It was no doubt. necessary to protect both national de~ence secrets 
nd the legitimate interests of private firms. But, unless the efficacy of the supervisory system 
~s to be seriously compromised, it must not fail to indude what might be calle~ "sto:es 
accounts ". Every manufacturing concern possessed one or more warehouses for this st?nng 
of raw materials and half-finished products for subsequent II?-anufacture and al~o of fimshed 
articles from the time they left the works to the date of their despatch to consignees. Such 
warehouses kept records (or accounts) of incomings and outgoings and it would sometimes be 
necessary for the supervisory authority to have access !o them. A furthe_r exaJ?ple wa~ the 
supervision of expenditure which would have to be associated as far as possible with the direct 
supervision of manufact~re. It would also be. ~ecessary later on to wm;k out a system for the 
co-ordination of the vanous forms of supervision. 

In the last place, the various categories would have to be revised in the light of two v~ry 
simple considerations : first, the main thing wa~ to include those classes ?f. armament which 
were of the greatest importance ~or the convention a'!d, s~condly, supervi~Ion must ~e easy. 
The French delegation had submitted proposals on this pomt to _the Tech!'~cal Commi~tee on 
categories of arms and there should appar~ntly be no difficulty m reco.ncilmg thj!m 'Yith the 
American proposals. The French delegation hoped that the. Committee would g~ve due 
consideration to both sets of proposals. · 

Such was the work which still' remained to be done. For the. present, the Committee 
should congratulate itself upon a success whi~h W'7' almost without p_reced~nt. at ~he 
Disarmament Conference. The draft under consideration formulated new Ideas m a log~cal 
form: The period of :f).ou~dering was over. The draft marked out a route which led straight to 
a general convention. 

M. ZUMETA (Venezuela) said, in the first place, 'that the Venezuelan delegation was gratified 
at the progress made, which would mark a memorable date in the history of the League of Nations. 

In regard to paragraph 2 of the report, the Venezuelan delegation wished to be assured 
that the export licence mentioned in the second paragraph, of Article D of the draft would only 
be delivered on production of the import licence granted by the Governmen~ of the country of 
destination. · 

Thus, it understood that the question was that of the maintenance and th~ strengthening 
of ~tablished principles, according to which a neutral State was obliged to do all in its power,. 
in its own ports and waters, to prevent the export of arms and implements of war by persons 
not representing a sovereign entity. . · ' 

. That form of trade being contrary to international order and even capable of 
being considered, in certain cases, as a masked act of war, the Venezuelan delegation understood 
that the methods of procedure for·the determination of damages and injuries caused by the 
violation of these principles should be clearly laid down as one of the legal consequences 
resulting from the juridical responsibility of each State. 

Mr. STEVENSON (Uriited Kingdom) said that the United Kingdom delegation greatly 
appreciated the indefatigable efforts which the Chairman of the Sub-Committee had made in 
preparing the present text. It cordially welcomed the initiative taken by the United States 
delegation, which had enabled these definite proposals to be put forward. They were based 
(I) on the principle of national responsibility for the manufacture of and trade in arms and 
(z) on that of equality of treatment for private and State manufacture. With regard to the 
fonner, the United Kingdom delegate pointed out that for some years Government control 
over the export of arms and implements of war had 'existed in the United Kingdom. He 
was sure, therefore, that the ,United Kingdom would examine the present proposals with 
the greatest sympathy. As some of them were new, however, th~ United Kingdom delegation's , 
approval ?f the ~eport and draft articl~s should not be regarded as prejudging the attitude 
of the Umted Kingdom Government with regar~ to the proposals contained therein. 

Mr. WILSON (United States of America) said that th~ United States delegation was very 
grateful for the Chairman's remarks. His observations had been reflected in the statements 
of oth~r delegations, and Mr. Wilson. thanked them cordially. ·The Chairman of the Sub­
CoJ?mitte.e was to be congratulated, as well as the members, who had shown a real community 
of Ideas.. That was one of the most satisfactory events in the history of the Conference. As 
the Cha'!man had said, one of the difficulties encountered in the past had been the great 
compleXIty of the problem and the multiplicity of suggestio!lS for its solution. Much time had 
had to be devoted to finding a sound basis, not because the Governments had shown any 
reluctance .to establish control or to admit that it was necessary, but .because they had not 
been unammous as to the means of achieving the desired results. 

Th_e Committee had before it a draft which was somewhat austere, surprisingly simple and 
the Umted States representative greatlr appreciated that feature. Thanks to it, the que~tion 
wo.ul_d really be understood by the man m the street and it would be -possible to create a public 
opm10n able to press for the acceptance and operation of the draft articles in a practical spirit. 



Apart 'from its other advantages, the draft would greatly contribute towards establishing 
that feeling of security which was so important to many States. The fact that what was 
happening in a neighbouring country with regard to the manufacture of arms was known and 
that, any preparation for a surprise attack would certainly be disclosed would increase that 
feeling of security. In addition, the adoption of the draft articles would facilitate the work of 
the delegations in a more general sphere. There was no need for him to enter into details, but 
a number of technical difficulties would be solved once the draft articles were adopted. 

Like M. Aubert, the representative of the United States felt that control should be stricter 
and that the various factors in control should be co-ordinated. He merely expressed the hope 
that the character of control and the complementary features it was desired to add to that idea 
would not modify and attenuate the strictness and striking simplicity of the draft articles. 
Lastly, he hoped that the States that had been unable to send representatives to the present 
discussions would regard the draft as acceptable and would feel able to support it. 

For those reasons, Mr. Wilson .had no hesitation in approving the Chairman's draft on 
behalf of the United States delegation. 

General BURHARDT-BUKACKI (Poland) thought it necessary at so important a stage in the 
proceedings to confirm the Polish delegation's attitude as explained on many occasions in the 
General Commission, the Bureau and the present Committee. Its attitude had never altered : 
it was based mainly on two fundamental considerations. · 

. · In the first place, the Polish delegation had always felt that it would be impossible to find 
a reasonable solution for the problem of material without at the same time solving that of the 
manufacture of and trade in arms-that was tq say, the question of the construction and 
renewal of material. 

Secondly, the Polish delegation had never under-estimated the dangers arising out of the 
private manufacture of and trade in implements of war. It had even advocated the 
nationalisation of private arms factories. As some delegations had thought that solution went 
too far, it now desired, with the other members of the Committee, to devise an adequate 
instrument to deal with the control of private manufacture and trade. 

It was obvious, in the light of these two considerations, that the Polish delegation had 
always been and still was prepared to go as far as the other delegations represented on the 
Committee. In any event, it felt that the regulation of the manufacture of and trade in arms 
-which was one of the Conference's principal tasks-must necessarily cover two factors : 
the recognition 'of State responsibility for everything that happened on its territory in that 
connection, and the acceptance otinternational cont~ol b9th over private manufacture and 
trade, and over manufacture, export and import on behalf of the State. · 

The text approved by the Sub-Committee on Manufacture was based on these two factors. 
The Polish delegation repeated what it had said in the Sub-Committee-namely, that the text 
met with its complete approval. 

He desired to emphasise. the importance of the fact that, except for a few general reserva­
tions of which everyone was aware, the Sub-Committee had unanimously accepted the text. It 
was the first time that had occurred in the history of the present Committee, which up to that 
time had. always been torn between two opposing vtews that had sometimes seemed 
irreconcilable. For the first time, it had been able to arrive at a common idea which he hoped 
would serve as a basis for the final text. 

The satisfactory turn in the Committee's proceedings was due mainly to the courageous 
and important lead given by the United States Government, to which the Polish delegation 
addressed the most sincere and cordial thanks. 

M. WESTMAN (Sweden) thanked M. Aubert for haVing, in the Sub-Committee debate, 
suggested that Sweden should be represented on the Committee and the Chairman for having 
invited him toco-operate in the present proceedings. The problems before the Committee were, 
in fact, of considerable interest to the Swedish Government. On several occasions, in the General 
Commission, the Swedish delegation had expressed the desire to go to very great lengths in 
the international regulation of the manufacture of, and trade in, arms. As it was the first 
time he had taken part in the Committee's work, he could not say definitely what attitude his 
Government would adopt towards the texts drafted, but from his knowledge of Swedish 
legislation and of the efforts that had sometimes been made to improve it, and from his · 
familiarity with the general views of his Government, he thought he might say that the 
present text would be warmly welcomed. The subsequent study of that text in Sweden would 
tend only to facilitate and not to hamper the further pursuit, among the various Powers, 
of the work already started, with a view to arriving at practical solutions likely to secure 
the necessary acceptance. That would be the most effective tribute that could be paid to the 
happy initiative of the United States delegation. · 

Colonel FARSKY (Czechoslovakia) said that his delegation· had no objection to make 
against the draft articles adopted by the Sub-Committee. It acknowledged, and this was 

. moreover clear from the text, that the solution of the problem of the manufacture of, and trade 
in, arms had been brought very much nearer, and that such a solution, once embodied in a 
convention, would redound to the advantage. of all countries when they accepted it. That was 
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why the Czechoslovak delegation supported this text'in t~e belief that it would constitute 
one of the soundest component parts of the future convention. :· 

M. GoRGE (Switzerland) had already s~ated in ~he Su~-C~mmittee, 'Yh~re he had submitted 
his observations and criticisms on the vanous articles, his high apprecul.tion of the draft as a , 
whole. In the course of those discussions, he had submitted ~is observations a~d criticisms on 
the various articles. He had two special reasons for welcommg. the result achieved. He was 
gratified in the first place because the Swiss delegation had been one ofthe first, at the beginning 
of the Conference, to urge the necessity for the importal?'ce of supervising, not only the trade 
in but more especially the manufacture of, arms ; and, m the second place, because the draft 
w~s simple, clear, precise and, he might add, practical, for. it took t_he facts in.to account and 
eschewed all ideas that had not yet emerged from the Utopian stage, such, for mstance, as the 
abolition pure and simple of private manufactu~e. !he Swiss Gove~nment had not yet been · 
able to examine the new text, but would study 1t with the greatest mterest. M. Gorge could 
only associate himself with the congratulations offered to the United, States delegation. Their. 
proposals had proved highly judicious, since they had made. it possible to overcome 
the difficulties with which the Conference had been vainly contending for two years. . 

The Swiss delegate would reserve his right to submit later observations on or amendments 
to some technical points in the draft. He had already drawn attention to the difficulty of the 
question of orders, and to the dangers to commercial secrecy that might ensue therefrom. 
It would be advisable to look for a solution which, while meeting the needs for a strict and wide 
supervision, would not encourage in any way commercial espionage. He thanked the Chairman 
for having'inserted in the report an observation on this question. Knowing as he did his 
Government's keen desire that results should be promptly achieved on an international basis, 
he could assure the Committee that it would certainly derive satisfaction from the subsequent 
co-operation of his country. · 

M. PALACIOS (Spain) concurred in the congratulations addressed to the Chairman, whose 
conscientious and persevering efforts had made it possible to foresee a definite success for the 
Conference in the matter of the manufacture of and trade in arms and implements of war. 
He congratulated the United States delegation also, which, in its memorandum of June 15th, 
had found a really satisfactory formula for the studies to be undertaken and had made 
agreement between the Governments possible. The Spanish Government appreciated this 
formula the more because it was not contrary to several of the principles which, in . this 
connection, had been upheld by the Spanish delegates, and because it represented definite 
progress. M. Palacios desired to emphasise the great importance of M. Aubert's observations 
with regard to international· control and the stages to be passed with a view to· further 
successes. 

With regard to the draft report, M. Palacios desired that the principle of the responsibility 
of States for the manufacture of and trade in arms and implements of war in the territories 
under their jurisdiction should be clearly enunciated in the text. ·· In various paragraphs, in 
particular paragraphs 7 and xo, it was stated and repeated that all the measures proposed 
resulted from the acceptance of certain principles, complete equality of treatment applied to 
private manufacture and State manufacture being specially mentioned, as well as publicity 
and supervision. It would seem logical and fair-also to mention, and even to mention first, the 
principle of responsibility, as to which most of the delegations had expressed their views, and 
which was formally mentioned in Article A of the draft. · 

With regard to this article, and in connection with paragraph 9 of the report, M. Palacios 
drew attention to what he had said in the Sub-Committee ; it was desirable, in the articles in 
laws, conventions and contracts to omit the considerations, which should rightfully be placed 
in the preamble that usually accompanied them, or left to commentators. The actual text of 
the articles should contain only the operative part of an instrument. That was why M. Palacios 
had proposed to make no specific reference to" public international-order", in Article A. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the delegates for their friendly remarks. As delegate of Poland, 
~e was glad to have had an opportunity of presiding over such fruitful debates. In view of the 
Importance.of the statements that had been made, it would be advisable to append the Minutes 
of the meetmg to the text to be transmitted to the President of the Conference for distribution 
to all the States taking part in the Conference. · 

. . Colonel Ali Khan _RIAZI {Persia) paid a tr~bute to t~e breadth of outlook displayed by the 
Uruted States delegation, whose bold suggestion had g~ven a new impulse to the Conference. 
As representative of a country that imported arms, he was glad that the question of equality 
of treatment between producing and non-producing countries had been settled. 

He asked, however, that the second sentence of paragraph 6 of the report might be 
amended as follows : · 

. " It is the field of manl!facture which has been the subject of more especial study, 
see1~g that, ~ rega~ds tr!lde m arms •. the text of the 1925 Convention, which it was decided 
dunng I?rev10us diScussions to revise and adapt to the needs of the Disarmament 
Convention, has to some extent been amended in the Sub-Committee on Trade {see its · 
report-docume~t~ Conf.D.jC.C .. F.4o and 40{a), ~.ay 27th and 30th,_ 1933) and that, as 
regards the defimtlon of categories of arms, public1ty and other restnctions on the trade 
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in arms, the said Sub-Committee. should await the result of the work of the Sub­
Committee on Manufacture before establishing a final text for the Convention on the 
Trade in Arms." · · 

The CHAIR~AN regretted that the Persian delegation had not handed in its amendment 
before the mee.ti:ng. It would be"very difficult to discuss it now. Perhaps it would suffice if 
the statement JUSt made were recorded in the Minutes. Moreover, the present text did not in 
any way prej:udge, either in a ~ositive or negative sense, the question of the revision of the 
1925 Convention. On the-contrary, it stressed the fact that the re-drafting of that Convention 
had already been undertaken by the Sub-Committee on the Trade in Arms. All the questions 
reserved in its last report were still reserved. 

Colonel Ali Khan RIAZI (Persia) said that he had been unable to hand in his amendment 
earlier, as he had only received the report at midday. The passage in paragraph 6 to which he 
objected read : " ... seeing that ......... there exists already the Convention of 1925, ratified 
by several States ......... " 

This revision, which the League Assembly had referred to the Disarmament Conference, 
had been decided on the basis of the report of the Committee for the Regulation of the Trade 
in, and Private and State Manufacture of, Arms and Implements of War (document Conf.D. 
145) which contained in its conclusions the following statement : "• ..... : ... it is already agreed 
that the 1925 Convention concerning trade in arms will have to be revised ". In view of this 
decision, the part relating to land and sea zones had been examined in detail in this report, 
but the study of the categories of arms and publicity had been held over until the question of 
manufacture had been settled. 

Since paragraph 6 did not mention this important decision, the Persian delegate could not 
approve it, especially as the Convention in question did not exist for Persia. 

Necmeddin SADIK Bey (Turkey) supported the Persian delegate. 

M. GoRGE (Switzerland) thought that the Persian delegate might be given satisfaction by 
making a slight change in paragraph 6 o:Hhe report. It was perhaps a mistake to lay too much 
emphasis on the still-born Convention of 1925, which many of the signatory States-Switzer­
land, for example-would not ratify so long as there was no convention on manufacture. The 
Swiss delegate suggested the deletion of the words " there exists already the Convention of 
1925-ratified by several States-and " ; the second sentence of paragraph 6 would then read 
·as follows : 

" However, it is the field of manufacture which has been the subject of more especial 
study, seeing that, as regards trade in arms, the adaptation of the Convention of 1925 to the 
needs of the Disarmament Conference has already been studied in the Sub-Committee 
on Trade (see its report-documents Conf.D.fC.C.F.40 and 40(a), dated May 27th and 
30th, 1933-Annex 6 to document Conf.D.16o)." 

In view of the Chairman's assurance that the questions left in suspense in the report of the 
Sub-Committee on Trade (documents Conf.D.jC.C.F.4o and 40(a));already approved by the 
plenary Committee and the General CommissiOn, still remained in suspense, in particular the 
first paragraph of Section I of Article 29 of the aforesaid report, Colonel Ali Khan RIAZI 
(Persia) and Necmeddin SADIK Bey (Turkey) accepted the amendment proposed by the Swiss 
delegate. 

The amendment was adopted. 

M. AuBERT (France) suggested that the draft articles should be headed " Draft articles 
to be inserted in the General Convention ". 

The CHAIRMAN explained that he had intended to submit the text to the President of the 
. Conference in the form of draft articles adopted by the Committee on Trade and Manufacture. 
To the draft articles would be appended the report, the United States delegation's memorandum 
and the Minutes of the present meeting. It was not for the Committee to decide what should 
be done with the text. The President of the Conference would decide, if need be, that the whole 
should be circulated to the delegat,ions with a view to the proposed consultations. 

M. AUBERT (France) said that, in that case, he would ask that it be recorded in the Minutes 
that his observations had been put forward with the idea that the draft articles were intended to 
be inserted in a general convention. 

The CHAIRMAN took note of this statement. 
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• Official No. : Conf.D.JC.G.172 • 

Geneva, July 23rd, 1934· 

• 

COMMUNICATION BY THE PRESIDENT 
CONCERNING THE DEATH OF M. V. DOVGALEVSKY, 

DELEGATE OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

The President of the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments has the 
honour to communicate to the Members of the Conference the telegrams exchanged between 
himself and M. Litvinoff on the occasion of the sudden death of M. Valerien Dovgalevsky, 
delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

TEXT OF THE TELEGRAM SENT ON JULY 16TH, 1934, BY MR. HENDERSON TO M. LITVINOFF. 

Deeply grieved by premature death M. Dovgalevsky I send you in the name of his colleagues 
of the Conference and on my own behalf sincere condolences. M. Dovgalevsky's helpful 
collaboration in the work of the Conference will leave a genuine and lasting impression on the 
memory of his colleagues. 

TEXT OF THE REPLY SENT ON JuLY 1JTH, 1934, BY M. LITVINOFF TO MR. HENDERSON. 

Deeply touched by your kind telegram of condolence on the occasion of the sad loss of 
M. Valerien Dovgalevsky. I must express to you as well as to all my colleagues of the Confer­
ence my heartfelt thanks. 

Official No. : Conf.D.JC.G.174. 

[Conf.D.JBureau 67.] 

Geneva, September 24th, 1934. 

REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT ON ACTION TAKEN 
SINCE THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL COMMISSION 

ON JUNE 11TH, 1934 

The President of the Conference has the honour to circulate to the members of the Bureau 
the following report on the action taken since the last meeting of the General Commission· 
(June nth, 1934). 

This document covers, on the one hand, the work done in execution of the resolution 
adopt~d by the Ge~~:eral Commission on June 8th and, on the other hand, the steps taken 
followmg the resolubon adopted in the field of budgetary publicity on June nth. . 

I. INTRODUCTION. 

~e.resolution w~ich w~ a_dopted on June 8th, 1934,' and under which the General 
C?mm15~1on reco~d~d 1ts conVIcbon of th~ necessity for the Conference continuing its work 
Wlth a v1ew to a~nVIng at a general Conyenbon for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments 
contel!lplated different m':thods of acbon to be taken for this purpose. ' 
. F1rstly, several co?"mtt!ees w~re set ul?, or existing committees entrusted with new tasks, 
ltnadord_er to seek solubons m vanous spec1al fields (security· air forces· manufacture of and 
r em arn15). ' ' 

'See document Conf.D.JC.G.J68. 
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Secondly, the Bureau was called upon : 

(a) To cO-ordinate the work of the committees just referred to; 

(b) " . · . to seek, by whatever means it deems appropriate and with a view to 
the general acceptance of a Disarmament Convention, a solution of the outstanding 
problems . ." ; and · 

(c) !o ~ake t~e necessary steps at the proper time to ensure that, when the General 
CommiSSion 1s agam convened, it will have before it, as far as possible, a complete draft 
Convention. 

Thirdly, the resolution referred to the method of private conversations between Govern­
ments undertaken in order to facilitate the attainment of final success by the return of Germany 
to the Conference. 

Finally, the General Commission requested the President to submit to Governments, 
for study, the Soviet proposal that the Conference be declared a permanent institution. 

* * * 
The various reports and other documents prepared by the committees set up by the 

General Commission have been circulated to the members of the Bureau. It is therefore 
unnecessary to reproduce them here in detail. A summary of their work is, however, given 
below. 

As regards the private conversations referred to above, no indication has yet reached the 
President of the Conference. The President will not fail to inform the members of the Bureau 
of any progress which the Governments principally interested may report to him. 

As to the action to be taken by the Bureau, it has already been indicated in the President's 
previous communication {document Conf.D.JBureau 65) that the work entrusted to that body 
can be carried out more usefully after the conclusion of the private conversations between 
Governments. 

II. SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF THE VARIOUS COMMITTEES. 

I. SECURITY. 

The General Commission, in its resolution of June 8th, 1934, took the following decisions 
with regard to the question of Security, including that of Guarantees of Execution: 

(a) Since the results of the earlier work of the Conference have enabled certain 
regional security agreements to be concluded in Europe during the past year, the General 
Commission decides to appoint a special Committee to conduct such preliminary studies 
as it may consider appropriate in order to facilitate the conclusion of further agreements 
of the same nature which may be negotiated outside the Conference. It would be for 
the General Commission to determine the relationship, if any, of these agreements to the 
General Convention. 

(b) The General Commission decides to appoint a special Committee to study the 
question of guarantees of execution and to resume the work relating to supervision. 

1 

* * * 

{a) Regional Security Agreements. 

The special Committee on Security, under the chairmanship of M. N. Politis, carried out 
its task in the field of regional security agreements between June r8th and 25th. 

As the members of the General Commission will have noticed from the report of the special 
Committee which has been circulated,' the Committee unanimously approved certain 
conclusions : 

(1) Regional security agreements shoul~ conform to the rules laid down in the big 
general pacts (League Covenant, Pact of Pans) ; 

(z) Such agreements should not be directed against any Power or group of Powers; 

(3) Such regional security agreements need not strictly be confined to a certain 
region; 

(4) European States which are not members of the League should participate in 
these agreements ; and 

• Document Conf.D.fC.G.I6g(I). 



(5) In the forming of these agreements, there should be borne in mind, in addition 
to the Locarno Treaty and the Model Treaty of Mutual Assistanc~, agreements concluded 
since that time and which are at present m force. The Comm1tt~e recommended as a 
basis for regional security agreements in Europe the Model Collechve Treaty of Mutual 
Assistance (Treaty D) already recommende~ by the Assem~ly in ~928. I~ cons.idered that, 
under certain circumstances, it might be des1rable to add shpulahons deah_ng w1th the cases 
of flagrant aggres~ion and a de~~tion of th~ aggressor. The_ Comm1ttee also made 
suggestions of a mmor character m lts report w1th regard to _spec1al aspects. of the Model 
Collective Treaty of Mutual Assistance. In a final observahon, the Comm1ttee took the 
view that the question whether, in add~tion to regional agreements, rec~mmendation 
should be made in favour of the concluswn of a European Pact of Secunty could be 
more usefully examined when the result was determined of the negotiations with a 
view to the conclusion of more or less extensive security agreements. 

(b) Guarantees of Execution. 

The Committee on Guarantees of Execution, under the chairmanship of M. Bourquin, 
held two meetings, the first on June 13th and the second on June 28th, 1934· Between these 
two meetings, M. Bourquin held a number of informal conversations with heads of a certain 
number of delegations, which enabled him to draw up a Note which was taken cognisance of 
by the Committee at its second meeting and which contains the main outline of solutions in 
the field of guarantees of execution. The Note has been circulated to the General Commission.' 

In his Note, M. Bourquin drew up a graduated scale of infractions of the Convention, which 
fall under four heads, providing at the same time a suitable remedial system for each. 

The first category, comprising slight breaches not involving intentional or deliberate 
violation of the Convention, would be remedied by having the attention of the Government 
drawn to it by the Permanent Disarmament Commission. 

The second category would contain breaches of the same essential nature as those in the 
first, but requiring more far-reaching measures owing to their duration or to their number. 
In such a case, the Permanent Disarmament Commission would request the State to restore 
conditions in keeping with the Convention, at the same time stating the time-limit. 

The third category would consist of violations graver in nature and extent. In this 
category is envisaged joint diplomatic representation on the part of the States signatories to· 
the Convention as well as appeal by the Disarmament Commission. Should this intervention 
and the appeal fail, positive and negative economic measures are envisaged, such as the 
impo3ition of an embargo, as well as the granting of favours and facilities to the States most 
directly threatened by the breach. · 

The fourth category involves breaches which, by reason of their nature and extent, 
directly involve the danger of war. In such a case, the means of collective action provided 
for in the previous category should be strengthened by the procedures intended for the 
guaranteeing of security. 

It is finally pointed out '~n the Note that the sole purpose is to suggest certain solutions 
which should, in any case, be supplemented and amplified later. 

:2. AIR FoRCES. 

By its resolution of June 8th, the General Commission instructed its Air Committee to 
resume forthwith the study of the questions mentioned in the resolution adopted by the 
General Commission on July 23rd, 1932, under the heading : " (I) Air Forces". 

'f!le _Chai~an of the Air Co~mittee was of opinion that, pending negotiations between 
the pnncrpally mterested Powers, 1t would be preferable not to call a meeting of the Committee 
for the moment. 

3· MANUFACTURE OF AND TRADE IN ARMS. 

~n June 8th, the General Commission requested "its special Committee on Questions 
r:elatmg to the Manufacture of and Tra~e in Arms to resume its work forthwith and, in the 
light of the ~tatements made by the Umted States delegate at the meeting of May 29th 1934 
to report to 1t a;; early as possible on the solutions it recommends ". ' ' 

In. preparatw_n of the ~or~ of the Committee! M. Komarnicki, Rapporteur of the Committee, 
first discusse~ Wl•th certam mterested delegahons the proposals submitted by the United 
~tate~ de~egab~n. As a result of these conversations, he prepared a text of draft articles for 
msert1?n m a d1sarmament Convention which, after being amended and approved by the Sub­
Commlt~ee on Manufact~re on June 27th, 1934, was placed before the Committee for the 
R~gulabon of the Trade m and Private and State Manufacture of Arms and Implements of 
War on July 2nd, 1934. 

'See document Conf.D.{C.G.170. 
'See llemorandum by the United States delegation, given as an annex to document Conf.D.{C.G.x

71
, 
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The report of the Committee, together with the draft articles has been communicated to 
the General Commission.• ~ 

The Committee was of opinion that -the d~aft articles would require careful consideration 
by all the Governments represented at the Conference but further expressed the view that 
it would be highly desirable that, when the work of the 'conference was resumed, all delegates 
s~ould be !urnis~ed with instructions such as would enable these proposals to be usefully 
discussed e1ther m the General Commission, the Bureau or the appropriate Committee. 

The draft articles as approved by the Committee are based on the assumption of complete 
equality of treatment as between private and State manufacture. The system of control 
eJ?_bod!ed in the articles rests upon the acceptance by the contracting parties of full responsi­
brhty m respect of the manufacture of arms and the trade in arms in the territories under 
their jurisdiction. The contracting parties undertake to prohibit the manufacture of arms 
and the trade in arms forbidden either for use or for manufacture by the Convention or exceed­
ing the qualitative limits laid down in the Convention. They further undertake neither 
to manufacture nor permit to be manufactured nor to import for their own use arms in excess 
of the quantitative limits laid down in the Convention. In respect of the trade in arms, they 
agree to co-operate with the Permanent Disarmament Commission in securing the observance 
of the limits laid down in the Convention. Manufacturers of arms must obtain a licence to 
manufacture issued by their Governments. and all export or import of arms is subject to an 
export or import licence issued by the Government concerned. The contracting parties 
undertake to forward to the Permanent Disarmament Commission a list of State establishments 
with a description of the arms which they may manufacture, copies of all licences to manufacture 
granted or renewed, list of orders from whatever source received, copies of all import or export 
licences and a statement of all manufactures, imports and exports effected. The Permanent 
Disarmament Commission is required to publish all this information at as short intervals 
as possible. 

The contracting parties undertake to execute any important replacement programme 
by stages to be notified in advance to the Permanent Disarmament Commission, together 
with any manufacture or import of arms resulting from a recognition of the right of certain 
countries to increase their armaments. 

The contracting parties agree to accept a system of permanent and automatic supervision 
with the object of verifying that manufacture, imports and exports of arms accord with the 
provisions laid down. 

III. SPECIAL ACTION TAKEN BY THE PRESIDENT UNDER THE RESOLUTIONS 
ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL COMMISSION ON JUNE 8TH AND JUNE IITH 

RESPECTIVELY. 

(a) PROPOSAL OF THE DELEGATION OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS. 

The General Commission, recognising that the proposal of the delegation of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics that the Conference be declared a permanent institution under 
the title of the Peace Conference called for careful study, requested its President to submit 
that proposal (document Conf.D./C.G.163) to Governments. A circular letter to this effect 
(document Conf.D./C.L.13) was sent out on June 28th. The replies received will in due course 
be communicated to the members of the Bureau. 

(b) BuDGETARY PuBL!CIJ"Y. 

On June IIth, 1934, the General Commission adopted a resolution • recommending 
Governments, with a view to the future application of a system of publicity of national defence 
expenditure, to transmit before October 15th, 1934, to the extent they are able, the various 
documents scheduled in the draft " instruments necessary for the application of a system of 

·publicity of national defence expenditure" (document Conf.D./C.G.16o) adopted by the Tech-
nical Committee of the National Defence Expenditure Commission. · 

On June 25th, a circular letter (document Conf.D.fC.L.I4) was despatched calling the 
attention of Governments to this resolution. 

Several States have already replied favourably. 

• Document Conf.D./C.G.171. 
• Document Conf.D.fC.G.•66(•). 
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ALLOTMENT OF WORK BETWEEN COMMITTEES AND RAPPORTEURS 

REPORT SUBMITTED BY THE .COMMITTEE SET UP ON NOVEMBER gTH, 
APPROVED BY THE BUREAU ON NOVEMBER IITH, 1933. 

At its meeting on November gth, the Bureau agreed, in accordance with previous decisions, 
that a clean text of the draft Convention should be circulated to the delegations in time to 
receive consideration before the meeting of the General Commission on December 4th. 

Having adopted the principle that certain questions, being sufficiently mature, should be 
referred to Rapporteurs, and that the others should be entrusted to committees, the Bureau 
decided to appoint a small committee composed of the officers of the Bureau and of the 
representatives of the United Kingdom, France, Italy, Norway, Poland.and Spain to consider 
how the work could be allotted as between committees or Rapporteurs. This committee 
held two meetings on the following day, and after a thorough exchange of views decided to 
submit to the Bureau the following report, which passes in review the different parts of the 
Convention and makes recommendations as to whether they should be entrusted to a Rappor­
teur or to a committee, and in the latter case indicates the composition of the committee. 

PART I.-SECURITY. 

Non-resort to Force. 

As it is contemplated including the declaration concerning non-resort to force approved 
. by the Political Commission on March 2nd, 1933, it would seem indicated to appoint a 

Rapporteur to consider the question of rendering this declaration universal. 

Definition of the Aggressor. 

The question of the definition of, the aggressor was very carefully considered by the 
Committee presided over by M. Politis and the text approved by the Committee has now become 
an international treaty, signed in London. In view, however, of the desire of several 
delegations, who considered a less detailed definition would be more acceptable to them, it 
is suggested that the same Rapporteur be asked to find a compromise definition acceptable 
to all the delegations. 

It is suggested that the Rapporteur might also ascertain the views of the delegations on 
Article 6 of the United Kingdom draft Convention concerning European Security as it was 
changed by the Committee under the chairmanship of M. Politis, and the Annex Y thereto : 
the European Security Pact. . 

These two questions-Non-resort to Force and Definition of the Aggressor-having in 
the past been worked out under the chairmanship of the Vice-Chairman, M. Politis, the 
Committee considered that the latter should again be requested to act as Rapporteur. 

PART H.-DISARMAMENT. 

Egectives. 

In view of the numerous amendments to this chapter and the many complex questions 
which as yet have found no solution acceptable to all delegations, it is recommended that this 
question be referred to a committee. It may be recalled that, among others, there are amend­
ments to Article 8 concerning average daily effectives, Article. 9 concerning the definition 
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of effectives, Article 13 concerning naval effectives, C~apter 2 conce~ning t~e organisation 
of land forces stationed in continental Europe and Article 18 concerrung ratios I/x and I/y 
to be applied respectively to officers and N.C.O.s. 

It is suggested that the cominittee in charge of this section should be compose~ as follov.:s : 
United Kingdom, Fra~ce, Hungary, Ital:y, Netherlands, ~oland, Sweden, Umon of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, Umted States of Amenca and YugoslaVIa. . . 

The delegate for Sweden, M. Westman, having for a long bmt; acted as Chairman. of the 
special Cominittee on Effectives, it is recommended that he be agam requested to act m that 
capacity and also as Rapporteur. . . 

In the opinion of the meeting, the new Committee on Effecti;res would of cours~ be free, 
if necessary to refer certain aspects of the problem of effectives to sub-committees or 
Rapporteud. For example, in connection with Chap~er 2 of Section I o~ Part ~I. ~he 
Committee should in the first instance find out the reqmrements for the practical application 
of the principle of the standardisation of continental arinies. This ta~k might, if ne.cessa;y. 
be entrusted to a technical sub-committee. The questions connected With Table I dealing with 
the effectives for continental Europe might, on the other hand, be entrusted to a Rapporteur. 

Material. 

It is recommended that a Rapporteur be entrusted with questions concerning material 
with a view to reconciling the divergent points of view on qualitative disarmament as well as 
on quantitative disarmament (table for tanks). It would seem that, in this case, as the 
question has been discussed exhaustively, there would be no necessity to appoint a committee 
to consider the question raised in this chapter. · 

The Committee decided to recommend that Dr. Benes be asked to act as Rapporteur on 
this question as also on that of the duration of the Convention. 

Naval Armaments . . 
In the opinion of the Cominittee, this subject should be entrusted to M. Moresco, 

Chairman of the Naval Committee. The United Kingdom delegation was good enough to 
inform the Cominittee that, as it had in the past undertaken some responsibility as regards 
the naval chapter, it would be only too happy to subinit to M. Moresco certain suggestions 
resulting from the negotiations it had conducted in this respect. · 

Air Armaments. 

It is suggested that a Rapporteur be appointed to consid.er the question of the universality 
of Article 34 concerning the abolition of bombing from the air as well as questions connected 
with civil aviation regarding which precise provisions should be provided for in the Convention. · 
As for the complete abolition of military aviation and correlative questions which would be 
raised with regard to civil aviation by such an abolition, it is considered that this is a matter 
which should properly be left to the mature consideration of the Permanent Disarmament 
Commission as provided for in the United Kingdom draft Convention. 

The Committee decided to propose Dr. Lange, Vice-Chairman of the Air Committee, to 
act as Rapporteur. , 

Manufacture of and Trade in Arms. 

In view of the difficulty of this question and the fact that it has already been considered 
at great. length by se.v:~a~ committees, it is s~ggested that it bt; entrusted to a Rapporteur 
to exannne what _PO?Sibilities there are of reaching some compronnse solution acceptable to all. 

M. Komarrucki, who acted as Rapporteur of the special Committee on Trade in and 
Manufacture of Arms, was proposed as Rapporteur on this question. 

National Defence Expenditure. 

~i!lce the Tech~ical Co.minittee i~ shortly to present the General Commission with a 
defimtive ~ext on th_Is ques~10n, no action at present seems called for. 

(_ertat!l delt;g<~;tio~s pomted out, and the Cominittee agreed, that the importance of 
checking direct linntation by means of budgeta;Y control should not be lost sight of. 

PART 111.-ExcHANGE OF INFORMATION. 

h The Comm!ttee request~d the _united Kingdom delegation to provide as soon as possible 
~ e .text of articles concemmg this part. The United Kingdom delegate pointed out that 
1~ VIew of the c~mse_quential nature of these articles, they could best be drafted when the rest 
~ the <?>nvenbon 1s read~, Nevertheless, the United Kingdom delegation will do its best 
o prov1de the relevant art;1cles, though necessarily in a rudimentary form. 
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PART IV.-CHEMICAL.WARFARE. 

Th~re do~s not a:ppear to be any necessity to appoint a special committee or Rapporteur 
to constder th1s question, as the texts have been practically unanimously approved. 

PART V.-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

Permanent Disarmament Commission (Control and Supervision) . 

. It would seem necessary to appoint a drafting committee to prepare certain additional 
article~ on the question of the Permanent Disarmament Commission, concerning its immediate 
entry mto function, the appointment of supervisory committees and automatic and periodical 
control of investigations, including the subject-matter of such control, as, for instance, national 
defen~e expenditure, trade in and manufacture of arms, preparation of chemical warfare, 
effectives, etc. · . 

The Committee recommends that this part be referred to a body composed of the dele­
gations of the following countries : Argentine Republic, '.Belgium, United Kingdom, France, 
Italy, Japan, Norway, Poland, Spain, Turkey, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
United States of America. It further decided to recommend that the Chairmanship adn the 
task of Rapporteur should devolve upon M. Bourquin, who had already done admirable work 
in that connection. 

Guarantees of Execution. 

The question of guarantees of execution of the clauses of the Convention will be explored 
in the first instance by the President of the Conference, who will duly transmit his findings 
to the Committee for the drafting of the relevant articles. 

The Committee furthermore underlined the advant.ages of bearing in mind the relationship 
between budgetary control and direct limitation. It was considered therefore that the 
Rapporteur of the Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions might get into touch with the 
Committee on National Defence Expenditure with a view to securing consideration of certain 
points which are of common interest from the point of view of budgetary control and of direct 
limitation. 

In making the above recommendations to the Bureau, the Committee ventures to emphasise 
the importance of having the work thus allotted to the committees and Rapporteurs carried 
out as early as possible and their reports at once handed over to the President in order that the 
latter may be able to convene the Bureau sufficiently in advance of December 4th, when the 
General Commission is due to meet. It should also be remembered that sufficient time must 
be allowed for the printing and distribution of the clean draft. 

It is hardly necessary for the Committee to add that, in the discharge of their duties, 
both Rapporteurs and committees will have to consult the interested delegations and especially 
those which have tabled amendments. 

Official No. : Conf.D.fBureau 51. 

Geneva, November gth, 1g33. 
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1
0fficial No. : Conf.D.fBureau 53. 

Geneva, December 28th, 1933. 

Note by the President of the Conference. 
'· 

The President of the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments has 
the honour to communicate to the members of the Bureau : ' 

Committee of the Bureau (Effectives) set up on November IIth, 1933 : Document 
Conf.D/Bureau/C.E.22(1), Preliminary Report on the Question of. Effectives (Section I 
of Part II of the draft Convention submitted by the United Kingdom delegation). 

(Rapporteur: M. Westman, Sweden.) 
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. Conf.D.JBureaufC.E.22(1). 

Geneva, December 5th, 1933. 

COMMITTEE OF THE BUREAU (EFFECTlVES) SET UP ON NOVEMBER 
11TH, 1933 : PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE QUESTION OF 
EFFECTIVES (SECTION I OF PART II OF THE DRAFT CONVENTION 
SUBMITTED BY THE UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION) 

Rapporteur : M. WESTMAN (Sweden). 
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A. Section I.-Effectives : 
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in Article r6 . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 917 

D. Questions regarding Articles 16 and 17 of the Draft Convention dealing with the 
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INTRODUCTION. 

By a decision dated November nth, 1933, the Bureau of the Conference for the Reduction 
and Limitation of Armaments entrusted the further study of the problem of e:ffectives to 
a committee specially appointed for this purpose. 
. The Committee was composed as follows :. United Kingdom, France, Hungary, Italy, 

Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of Ameriac 
and Yugoslavia. · · 

The delegate of Sweden, M. Westman, was appointed as the Committee's Chairman and 
Rapporteur. · · · . 

In constituting this Committee, the Bure~u also defined Its task: . 
· In the first place, it stated t~a~, as certam aspects of the q~esbon _of effecbves ~ad not 

even formed the subject of a prelimmary study, the Bureau considered 1~ preferable •. mstead 
of defining precise points to be studied by the Committee, to entrust to 1t the question as a 
whole. It would thus have more freedom in carrying out its enquiries. 

The Bureau also stated that the Committee would have the right, if necessary, to entrust 
certain problems to sub-committees or eve!' to ·Rappo_rteurs. In parti~ular •. questions 
connected with Table I dealing with the effecbves for contmental Europe m1ght, 1t thought, 
be entrusted to a Rapporteur. 
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From its earliest meetings, the Committee found that it. was not ye! possible, u~der 
existing conditions, to deal finally with all the questions relatmg to effe~tives. It d~c1ded 
to study a certain number of them and to carry that study as far ~s p_oss1ble. Thus, m !he 
course of eighteen meetings (November nth to November 30~h), 1t d1s_cussed the follo~mg 
questions, which correspond to articles of the draft Convention subm1~t~d by the Ui?1ted 
Kingdom delegation and subsequently adopted by the General Commission as a bas1s of 
discussion : 

A. · Provisions as to the methods by which the reductions and reorganisatio_ns of 
effectives entailed by the United Kingdom draft shall be effected (Chapter 3 of SectiOn I, 
Part II). 

B. The question of the exchange, for purposes of supervision, ~f info~mation 
concerning effectives (question submitted to the Committee by the Umted Kmgdom 
delegation specially appointed by the Bureau to submit the text of articles relating 
to this part of the Convention) (document Conf.DjBureaujC.E.4). 

C. Questions relating to Article I8 of the draft Convention concerning the_ ratios 
Ijx and Ijy to be applied respectively to officers, o_fficer cadets and persons of eqmval~nt 
status, and to N.C.O.s, soldiers and persons of eqmvalent status, whose length of service 
is greater than that prescribed in Article I6. 

D. Questions relating to Articl~s I6 and ~7. ?f the. draft Co~v_ention concerning 
the period of service and the calculation of the 1mtial penod of trammg and of further 
periods. · 

E. Question of the form of Table I. 

At the Committee's first meeting, General de Siegler (Hungary) made the following 
statement : 

" My delegation is grateful to the Bureau for having invited it to be represented on 
this Committee, although, in its opinion, the present is hot the most favourable time for 
undertaking work of this kind. In point of fact, the task entrusted to us by the Bureau 
of the Conference and the work to be accomplished in this Committee depend primarily 
on decisions of principle which have not yet been taken and without which, I feel convinced, 
it is impossible for us to carry out our mission. 

" You are all aware-and the fact was repeated once again a short time ago in the 
General Commission by the first delegate of my country-that Hungary is in a special 
position from the point of view of disarmament. Our attitude is naturally determined­
more than ever at this critical juncture-by this special situation which compels me to 
state at the _first meeting of this Committee that I am not at present in a position to 
undertake any engagement or to pronounce upon certain of the questions submitted 
for our examination. 

"My attitude will therefore depend on the development of the outstanding questions, 
while I must reserve my Government's right to act in accordance with the decisions 
of principle which we are still awaiting." 

At the same meeting, the Italian delegate, Colonel Bianchi, expressed himself as follows : 

" In accordance with the statements made by the Italian delegate at the meeting 
of the Bureau of the Conference on the nth instant I have the honour to state that I 
a~ at the Commit~ee's dispo_sal for any explanatio~s regarding the Italian delegation's 
VIews on the questions exammed by the Conference up to July this year . 

. "On th~ other h~nd, ~ shall have. to refrain from expressing any opinion or from 
taking part m any discussiOn concermng further proposed amendments or additions 
to the draft accepted as the basis of the future Convention and must reserve the Italian 
delegation's full freedom of action in this matter." 

I_n the course of ~he Committee's _investigations, _it appeared that the study of certain 
~uesbons, some of which had not preVIously been subjected to examination, could only give 
n;;e for th~ moment to a technical discussion. This discussion nevertheless revealed the 
divergent. VIews held ~y the members of the Committee and note was taken of them. It is 
now. posSible to _submit the q~estions which have thus been elucidated to the competent 
services ?f the differe~t countnes for purposes of further examination. 

~twill not be poss_1ble to make further progress in regard to these questions at a subsequent 
meetmg of the Comnnttee until th!s essential preliminary stage has been completed. 

On the other han.d, _the Committee ~as been able to carry its work further on other points 
anbd to ~raw up prelimmary texts, wh1ch were accepted subject to certain reservations or 
o servabons. 
ff I_n any cas.e, the C?mmittee wishes to point out that, as the figures for the average daily 

: ~tttyes to be mserted m Table I h~':e not been fixed, even provisionally, it has been impossible 
or 1 m many cases to make defimbve proposals. 
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A. SECTION 1.-EFFECTIVES. 

CHAPTER 3--PROVISIONS AS TO THE METHODS BY WHICH THE REDUCTIONS AND 

REORGANISATIONS ENTAILED BY THE PRECEDING CHAPTERS SHALL BE EFFECTED. 

The draft submitted in March 1933 by the United Kingdom delegation did not contain 
any proposal for the application of the reductions and reorganisations entailed by the provisions 
of the Convention. 

At. the meeting of the General Commission on May 5th, 1933, the United Kingdom 
delegation presented a text (document Conf.D.JC.G.87) designed to supplement the draft 
~onvention in tqis respect. This text proposed a certain rate at which both the reductions 
m the average daily effectives of the land armed forces and the increases in effectives entailed 
by Table I were to be effected. Moreover, certain special stipulations were provided regarding 
the land armed forces stationed in continental Europe. 

An amendment (document Conf.D./C.G.97) was submitted at the same time by the 
Hungarian delegation with a view to accelerating the rate at which the proposed reductions 
were to be effected and also shortening the period contemplated for the transitional period, 
particularly as regards the increase in short-term effectives, by a proportion equal to the 
premature discharge of long-term-service personnel. 

The General Commission asked the delegations of the United Kingdom and Hungary 
to examine the proposed texts and amendments with a view to reaching an agreement. 

These negotiations have led to an agreement of which account was taken during the 
Committee's discussion. 

The Committee confined its discussion to the land armed forces. 
At the conclusion of its labours, the Committee decided upon the text reproduced below 

(document Conf.D.fBureaufC.E.I3) : 

" Article A. 

" The total reduction of average daily effectives of the land armed forces of the High 
Contracting Parties shall be computed for each category (total effectives, effectives in service 
in the defence of the home country, effectives serving for more than the legal period, etc.) 
by subtracting the effectives to be laid down in the tables annexed to Part II from the average 
daily effectives calculated according to the method to be laid down by the Convention and 
applied to a year to be decided later.1 

" Article B. 

" The reductions in the avera~ daily effectives of the land armed forces of the High 
Contracting Parties which result from Table I annexed to Chapter I shall be carried out as 
follows : 

" By the end of the first year from the coming into force of the Convention, at 
least x% of the total reduction required ;• 

" By the end of the second year from the coming into force of the Convention, at 
least 30% of the total reduction required; 

" By the end of the third year from the coming into force of the Convention, at 
least y% of the total reduction required ;• 

" By the end of the fourth year from the coming into force of the Convention, at 
least 75% of the total reduction required ; 

"By the end of the fifth year from the coming into force of the Convention, 100% 
of the total reduction required. 

" Article C. 

"Articles D, E, F, G and H refer only to the land armed forces to which Chapter 2 of 
this Section applies. 

" Article D. 

"(a) The increases in the average _daily effecti~es of th_e land armed f<?rces w~ic~ may 
result from Table I in the case of the Hrgh Contractmg Partres called upon m application of 
Chapter 2 to convert their long-term-service army into a short-term-service army with limited 

1 During the discussion, the years 1930, 1931 and 1932 were considered. . . 
• The figures :< and :Y for the first and third years wiU be fixed later, 1U any case before the stgnature of the 

Convention. · 
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ff f hall be carried out at a rate and in proportions not exceeding the minimum 
~r!~~;~n~ laid down in Article B for the reductions which result from the said Table. 

"(b) If, however, a High Contracting Party sho~ld notify the P~rmanen~ Disarmam~nt 
Commission that it has discharged the !ongcterm~service :personnel of 1ts army m a proportwn 
additional to the proportion for a certam year la1d dow!l m t~e fi~st paragraph of t~e pres~nt 
article the Commission would at once arrange for an mvesbgahon to be made Vlth a VIew 
to the' establishment of this fact. . . . . 

"As a result of the said fact having been estabhshed, the H1gh Contractmg _Party m 
question would be authorised to recruit effectives exceeding in a cert~n proportiOn those 
resulting from the application of the first paragraph of the present art1cle. 

"(c) These additional increases shall be such that the actual increase does not exceed :1 

"By the end of the first year from the coming into force of the Convention, 
. . % of the total increase autho?sed in Table .I ; 

"By the end of the second year from the coming into force of the Convention, 
. % of the total increase authorised in Table I ; 

' "By the end of the third year from the coming into force of the Convention, 
. % of the total increase authorised in Table I ; 

"By the end of the fourth year from the coming into force of the Convention, 
. % of the total increase authorised in Table I ; 

"By the end of" the fifth year from the .coming into force of the Convention; 100% 
of the total increase authorised in Table I. ' 

" Article E. 

" The High Contracting Parties concerned will effect the reduction in their existing long­
service personnel necessitated by Chapter 2 in the following proportion : 

"By the end of the first year from the coming into force of the Convention, at least 
x%' of the total reduction prescribed; · _ 

"By the end of the second year from the coming into force of the Convention, 
at least 30% of the total reduction required; 

"By the end of the third year from the coming into force of the Convention, at 
least y%• of the total reduction required; ' 

"By the end of the fourth year from the coming into force of the Convention, at 
least 75% of the total reduction required ; · 

"By the end of the fifth year from the coming into force of the Convention, roo% 
of the total reduction required. · 

"By 'long-service personnel' in this article is understood those effectives (excluding 
conscripts) whose period of service exceeds that· prescribed in Article 16. 

" Article F. 

' 
" In execution of paragraph 2 of Article 18, the High Contracting Party possessing on 

January Ist, 1933, units composed of long-service personnel shall proceed to the gradual 
dissolution of those units or to their conversion into short-service units, as follows : 

" By the end of the first year from the coming into force of the Convention, not less 
than x-fifths of these units shall be dissolved ; · 

" By the end of the second year from the coming into force of the Convention, not 
less than two-fifths of these units shall be dissolved; 

" By the end of the third year from the coming into force of the Convention, not less 
than y-fifths of these units shall be dissolved ; 

" By the end of the fourth year from the coming into force of the Convention not 
less than four-fifths of these units sha~ be dissolved ; ' 

" By the end of the fifth year fr~m the coming into force of the Convention the whole 
of these units shall be dissolved. , ' 

. 'Observalton by the Hungarian Deleg~ion.-The Hungarian delegation, while agreeing that the increases should 
In any c~ be spread over the whole penod (of five. years) laid down in the Convention, reserves the right to give a 
final Optmon on the la•t paragraph of the present art1cle until the figures to be laid down in the Convention have been 
accepted. 

'The figures s and y in Article E have the same meaning .as in Article B. 
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" Article G.' 

" Th~ maximum p~riod of service which may be performed by effectives other than 
long-semce personnel Will be reduced to the period laid down in Article 16 as follows : 

." F?r effectives commencing their service after the end of the first year from the 
commg mto force of the Convention, the maximum period of service may be x<y. longer 
than that laid down in Article r6 for the party concerned; 

0 

." F?r effectives commencing their service after the end of the second year from the 
commg mto force of the Convention, the maximum period of service may be 25% longer 
than that laid down in Article 16 for the party concerned ; 

." F?r effectives commencing. their servic~ after the end of the third year from the 
commg mto force of the Convention, the maXImum period of service may be :Y% longer 
than that laid .down in Article 16 for the party concerned; 

"For effectives commencing their service after the end of the fourth year from the 
coming into force of the Convention, the maximum period of service shall be that laid 
down in Article 16 for the party concerned. 

"Article H. 

" The long-service personnel discharged in execution of the provisions of Article E or of 
paragraph (b) of Article D may not be given any employment, even of an administrative 
character, in the armed forces without being included in the effectives referred to in Article 9 
of the present Convention. The same shall apply in the event of their being employed as 
instructors in the organisations which provide pre-military training. 

" A rlicle I. 

" The High Contracting Parties undertake to inform the Permanent Disarmament 
Commission as soon as possible after the entry into force of the Convention, and at latest 
one year after its!entry into force, what arrangements they propose ·to make with a view 
to the complete execution of the present chapter, and for that purpose to communicate to it 
all the infqrmation required under the provisions of Article Y of Part III." 

In order to explain the spirit in which this text was drawn up by the Committee, the 
following observations appear to be necessary : 

As regards the year which is to serve as a starting-point for the various forms of reduction 
and reorganisation, the Committee contemplated the years 193o-I931-I932. It was suggested 
that the most suitable year would be that preceding the year in which the Convention came 
into force, during which effectives would be nearest to the legal effectives. 

In this connection, the question whether the calculation of effectives should be based on 
the legal or actual effectives was again raised by certain delegations. In this connection, it 
should be noted that all the articles of the Convention have been drawn up on the basis of 
average daily effectives-i.e., actual effectives. Article II, which has already been adopted, 
defines the manner in which average daily effectives are to be reckoned, and appears to show 
that this is the most practical method. 

However, several delegations stated that they were not as yet in a position to adopt a 
definite attitude towards these questions. To enable each delegation to form its own 
judgment, it will be necessary for each country to study the possible effects of the various 
solutions proposed; 

As provided in the text originally submitted by the United Kingdom delegation (document 
Conf.D./C.G.87), the Committee proposed that the process of reduction and reorganisation 
should be spread over a period of five years, which is that of the duration of the Convention 
as laid down in Article 94 of the United Kingdom draft Convention. It is obvious that, 
if this figure is subsequently change~, the transformation perio~ wi~l be modified acco~dingly. 
The Committee nevertheless recogrused that the rate of application should be specified m 
the form of percentages to be carried into eff~ct year. by year .. Cert.ain delegations pointed 
out, indeed, that such percentages should be lrud down m correlation With the annual exchange 
of information and annual supervision. 

The Committee considered that it was not yet in a position to fix the percentages appli­
cable at the end of the second, fourth and fifth years. As regards the percentage applicable 

• The French, Swedish and Yugoslav delegations interpret the text of Article Gas applying only to States which at 
present possess a conscript army. They propose that the text be supplemented as follows : 

"The periods of service fixed by Article 16 may, immediately upon the entry ~nto force of the Convention, 
be put into operation within the limits of the effectives authorised by the Convention ~y any H1g~ Contracting 
Party which so desires and whose armed forces have, on January xst, 1933, shorter penods of servtce, or by any 
of the High Contracting Parties affected by the provisions of the present chapter which have no short-service 
eflectives on january tst, 1933·" 



at the end of the first year, it was unders~ood that, e.v~n though relatively low, ~t should 
nevertheless be effective in order to permit of supervision. The percentage applicable at 
the end of the third year will depend upon certain technical investigations. The perce~tag~s 
in question should be laid down as soon as possible and in any case before the Convention IS 
signed. .. . 

The Committee was also of opinion that th~ rate of the i~creases sho~ld be synchromsed 
with that of the reductions. However, in special cases, the mcreases migh~ be accelerat.ed, 
but only by a limited percentage specified in advance, which it should be possible to supervise. 

As regards the splitting-up of units, the meaning of th~ ~ord ".unit :· w3:s not defi~ed. 
The Committee agreed that the execution of the rel~vant provis~ons might give. t;ISe to l?r~ctical 
difficulties. It was pointed out by certain delegations that this would be facihtated If It was 
possible to apply the word " unit " to a whole division. 

With reference to reserve officers and non-commissioned officers, it was understood 
that they should retain the right to give pre-military training but should be included in the 
calculation of the average daily effectives. 

Lastly, it is necessary to point out that, as regards the information to be supplied to the 
Permanent Disarmament Commission concerning the provisions to be applied to each 
contracting party for the execution of the present chapter, o~ly. the general schel!le need at 
first be communicated to the Permanent Disarmament Comnnssion and, at least m so far as 
increases in effectives are concerned, J?efore execution is begun. 

As for the scheme of subsequent measures of execution, it will only be possible to commu­
nicate them year by year, but this must always be done in advance. 

The Hungarian delegation announced its refusal to accept this provision unless applicable 
to the other chapters of the Convention also. 

The Polish delegation reminded the Committee of the reservations which it had made 
in the course of the General Commission's discussions on the subject of rearmament, and 
announced that it would take no part in the discussion of the articles relative to the 
reorganisation of professional armies and increases in their effectives. It reserved its right· 
to return to this question in the course of the second reading of the draft Convention. 

B. EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION CONCERNING EFFECTIVES.1 

As regards the problem of the exchange of information, the United Kingdom draft 
Convention (Part III) merely stated that Articles 34 and 35 of the draft Convention drawn 
up by the Preparatory Commission should be reproduced. 

At its meeting on November nth, the Bureau requested the United Kingdom delegation 
to provide as soon as possible the text of articles concerning this part of the Convention. In 
reply to this request, the United Kingdom delegation pointed out that, in view of the conse­
quential nature of these articles, they could best be drafted when the rest of the Convention 
was ready. Nevertheless, the United Kingdom delegation would do its best to provide the 
text requested, though necessarily in a rudimentary form. 

Referring to the mission entrusted to it by the Bureau and to a discussion which took place 
on November I 3th, r933, at a meeting of the Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions concerning 
the part which the exchange of information would play under the proposed system of 
supervision, the United Kingdom delegation, in a letter dated November rsth, I933, requested 
the Committee on Effectives to communicate to it as soon as possible a list and description 
of the returns which, in the Committee's opinion, should be furnished by Governments to the 
Permanent Disarmament Commission in respect of questions relating to effectives. 

The Committee went carefully into the matter and drew up a list of documents (see 
Annex, page gzr) which the different delegations should submit for examination to the competent 
services of their countries to enable them to say whether it is or is not possible for them to 
furnish the proposed documents or others of a similar character. 

The Committee wishes to point out that, with the exception of the information requested 
in the two statements referred to in points A 6 and A II of the Annex (see page gzr), all the 
particulars to be supplied are to be found in documents which are in current use in all armies. 

The Annex (page gzr) specifies the information which it is compulsory for all 
States .to furnish and the particulars which are optional in the case of States possessing a 
professiOnal army. 

A commentary has been attached to the list of documents to be communicated to the. 
Permanent Disarmament Commission (see Annex, page 924). 

During the disc~ssion in ~he Committee of the Bu~eau (Effectives) concerning the question 
of the exchange of mformabon, the French delegation drew the Committee's attention to 
the fact that, unde: ~rticle 69 of the draft ~onvention adopted as a basis at first reading by 
the General CommissiOn, t~e ~erm.anent DI~arm.ament Commission would have the right to 
as~ for a~y documents which It might consider It necessary to examine to be communicated 
to It. Bemg u~aware of the construction which will ultimately be put upon Article 6g, the 
French delegation subsequ~ntly proposed to the Committee on Effectives that, as regards 

1 In pur~uance of. its general declaration, the Hungarian delegation took no part in the discussion regarding the 
exchange of mform.ation. 

• 
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effectives, certain d~tails as to the nature of the supplementary particulars which might thus 
be requested should be given.l 

However, as the re_sult of an exchange of views, the Committee agreed that the mission 
at p;esent entrusted t.o It was confined to the question of the exchange of information and did 
not mclude th~ que~t10n of the documents to be produced in the event of an investigation­
a pro~lem wh1c~, hke other questions· relating to Article 6g, has been submitted to the 
Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions for examination. The Committee accordingly decided 
that the French proposal could only be examined at the request of the Committee on 
Miscellaneous Provisions. 

C. QUESTIONS REGARDING ARTICLE 18 OF THE DRAFT CONVENTION DEALING 
WITH THE RATIOS rfx AND rfy RELATING RESPECTIVELY TO OFFICERS, 
OFFICER CADETS AND PERSONS OF EQUIVALENT STATUS AND NON­
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS, SOLDIERS AND PERSONS OF EQUIVALENT 
STATUS WHOSE LENGTH OF SERVICE IS GREATER THAN THAT PRESCRIBED 
IN ARTICLE r6. 

. In the c~urse_ of a .discussion at the General Commission's meeting on May 3rd, 1933, 
w1th regard to Art1~le r8 of the draft Convention submitted by the United Kingdom delegation, 
t~e French delegatiOn urge_d that th_is article be so worded as to prohibit the existence in armies 
w1th a short term of service of uruts composed of professionals. To meet this demand, the 
Gener<l;l Commission decided to add to Article r8 a second paragraph under which the various 
countnes would be forbidden to form the effectives dealt with in that article into fully consti­
tuted units save in the case of specialised units provided for under the present Convention. 

As regards the number of men serving for a long period, the Swedish delegation, on the 
other hand, expressed doubt as to the possibility of laying down a uniform percentage for all 
countries and applicable both to those in which the period of service was the maximum 
authorised by the Convention and those with a very short term of service. In the case of the . 
latter category, indeed, there would be long periods in the course of the year during which 
there would be few recruits with the colours or even none at all; during such periods, therefore, 
the percentage of professional personnel as compared with total effectives would be entirely 
different from the percentage during the periods when recruits were called up for service. 
It would therefore appear difficult to adopt standard ratios applicable to all States for the 
purpose of determining the relation to be maintained between total effectives and effectives 
whose period of service is longer than that prescribed in Article r6 for the land armed forces 
stationed in continental Europe. The General Commission requested M. Politis to draw 
up a report on the subject. The conclusion reached in that document (document Conf. 
D.fC.G.IS2) was as follows : 

" It would therefore appear that the best method would be to determine the maximum 
requirements of permanent personnel for each country according to the organisation 
it proposes to adopt within the framework of the limitations fixed for it and of the 
provisions relating to the proposed standardisation and to enter those requirements in 
the Convention according to whatever system may be found most convenient." 

In accordance with its terms of reference, the Committee decided to proceed to a prelimi­
nary exchange of views on the conclusion reached by M .. Politis in his rep?rt. It. was, indeed, 
impossible for the Committee to take up any fii?-al attitude on the subject, as Its I?-Iembers 
did not include representatives of all the delegations concerned and as the problem mcluded 
too many unknown factors, such as the period of service,_ the figures to be entered in the ta)Jle 
of effectives (Table I annexed to Chapter 1), the mearung to be attached to the expressiOn 
"persons of equivalent ~tatus" in ~rticle _rS, etc. . . . 

This exchange of views made 1t possible to reach the followmg conclusiOns . 

(a) The majority of the delegations represente_d preferred that the _number of _effectives 
whose length of service may exceed the normal penod shou!d be <l:et~rm!ned by !aymg _do~n 
a specific limit in the case of each country rat~er than by umf?~ lirrutatlon-a VIew wh1c~ m 
substance is in accordance with the conclusiOns of M. Politis report. These ~elegatlons 
were of opinion that limitation should b~ based on ori~Pnal gro:ups, due regard bemg had to 
any adjustments which might be necessitated by special conditions. 

• The French proposal is as follows (document Conf.D.fBureaujC.E.IS) : 

" 1. Under Article 6g of the draft Convention adopted as a ba;;is at fi:-'t re:-ding by the G_eneral Commission. 
the Permanent Disarmament Commission and, in the case of localtnspectlons. rts repres~ntativ~ have _the nght 
to ask for the communication of any documents which they consider it nec~ary to examme. W1th a vtew to the 

ffi · t supervision of eflectives, it must be understood that the commurucation of such documents may not be e Cien ill. . 
refused, except as regards those relating to mob sation. . . . 

" II The supplementary documentation which may thus be communicated by SJ?ettal reques~ w1ll constst, 

d. s effectives mainly of the administrative and accountancy documents relating to eff~tives employed 
as regar • . · d ·ti· tb ·ti nits and servtces 'n each State by the various commands, administrative an recrut ng au on es, u · 
• t "t" h tr " III In princ-iple the compilation of special documents which do not at presen eXIS tn ea~ coun Y 
will not b~ re uested for 'purposes of communication. However. it is necessary. with a view to the efficten~ sup~r­
vision of effeci:ives, possibly on the spot. that every man ~erving with the colours should ~osse-ss a_ separate ~~den~dy 
document. to exclude any possibility of fraud. For th1s purpose. a p_ho~~graph, detirute particulars reoardmg 
civil status, recruitment, personal description. etc .. appear to be essential. . 
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This preference was justified on the groun?s that even S~ates which ~ight belong to,the 
same group differed as regards " persons of eqmvalent status ,·the cha.rac~er of the eff':c~Ives 
serving beyond the normal period and the, rules goyerning, the, organ~sabon of precmilitary 
training. . , · · · • ..... - ' · ~ ' ' ; . ' : · " ,. · I ' ' ' ·. · · · · · · 

After a discussion in the Special Committee on Effectives ( docume.nt Con!.D.fC.S.E./1', V.7), 
it was understood that all persons .of. equivalent ~tatus as defined. m A:rtlcle 9 of .the draft 
Convention were to be included among. effectives. , . , , · . , ; . • · , . · · . : · · · . · 

In the course of an exchange of views, ~h.e Comm~t~ee ~made It cle~ _that ~all offic~als, 
whether civilian or not, employed in the recrmtmg, mobilisation and.admiru~trabv: serVlces, 
with a status analogous to that of military personnel and performmg. duties w~Ich would 
otherwise devolve upon such personnel, should be counted. as effecbves. This ca!e??ry 
would, for example, include, the· agents, militaires; employ_ed, .I~ .. France, vo.:hereas! a civilian 
workman not enjoying military status, although employed m mihtary estabhshrnen~s, and the 
civilian officials of the central administration would not be in!=luded. . . 

As regards the character of the effectives performing a long term 'of service, th.ere was so.me 
discussion as to whether a distinction should not ·be· made between profess10nal soldiers 
enlisted for a long term of -service .and; enjoying special status and pay and other, military 
personnel whose length of service, though exceeding the normal period, is .nevertheless not 
sufficiently long to justify their being regarded as professionals in the proper sense of the term. 

The Committee was of opinion that this question should be referred for examination 
to the competent services i~the various countries affe_cted by Articl,e I_8 while; at the same ti~e, 
pointing out that the effective!;. of both these categor1es should be hmited to the lowest possible. 
figures and that such limitation should be capable• of verification. · · ' · - - · · ' "· · · 

For the purpose of the adjustments :regarding the figures of long-term effectives in States 
belonging to the same group, the following factors should be t~ken into account : . · · ' 

'o 

(I) The number of .effectives. allotted to each State ; 

(2) The period o{ service in each State; with recognition of the fact that, as a:. general 
rule, the strength of the ·cadres in any· given army shquld vary in inverse ratio both 
qualitatively and quantitatively to the term o~ service ; · ' , ... 

(3) The existence- of pre-military training; 
. - : . 

I I :j '1 . , I I . 

(b) As regards the ",specialised units ". mentioned in. Article I8, paragraph 2 (document 
Conf.D.I63(I)), the Committee.considered that this term might.,apply to : 

(I) The effectives sp~c~fie{iq. A/:ticie f,s '; , , 
1 

': , 

(2) The police or similar forces referred to· in Article I2 {document Conf.D.I63(t)) ; 
' . '' •• . ; .,, 1 ••. ; ·, I ' [ : .,.·1 • ' . 1 I .. · ' '' . : ·' 

(3) The units composing the international force proposed by the French delegation 
in the event of that proposal's being adopted; . . . · 

(4) Other units--,-e.g~, tho~~ ofsuch. speci~li~ed ~orps as signallers, electricians, etc. 
. ' '· . . . . ' ' 

. . This last question is reserved for future· examination .. The . Committee nevertheless 
specified that the exceptions represented by these specialised units should be. reduced to a 
minimum and should only apply in the case of units of an indisputably technical character. 

To sum up, after thorough examination of the system of specific limitation, the Committee 
recognised that it had certain definite advantages.. It nevertheless felt bound to point. out 
that the system was more complicated than the ratio system proposed in Aiticle I8 of the 
United Kingdom draft Convention,,,, , . · ·:·· .. : : ' ·, , · . , ·. ·' · · .. i •··, . ,•, 

,- r -, ·"' j · 11 · , 'I 

D. QUESTIONS REGARDUfG ARTICLES 16 AND Ii OF THE DRAFT CONVENTION 
DEALING WITH THE. tENGTH 'OF THE' PERIOD OF SERVICE AND THE 
COMPUTATION OF THE FIRST PERIOD OF TRAINING AND THE REFRESHER 
PERIODS. '' '• I' 

'' .i 

Th~ Committee proceeded to a very full discussion of the provisions relating to the period 
of semce. • ' , . ··· . • ' · ' 

. I. The ~ommittee was unanim_ous in :'lpproving the principle of the limitation of the 
penod of service. . 11_1 a~ordance With Art~cle 8 of the draft Convention framed by the 
Prepar3:tory Comrmss10n, It was nevertheless m favour of allowing the possibility of temporary 
derogations, p_rovide_d th.at the latter -were really justified. Such would, for example, be the 
~~ of c~untnes which, m consequence of a temporary falling-off in the birth-rate, might find 
~t Impossible to reach the number of average druly effectives allowed them without exceeding 
m the case of some or all of the~r effectives, the period of service laid down in the Convention: 

As regards. the th.re~ so!utions put _forward in the United Kingdom . draft' Convention 
(a g~neral ma~mum limit), m the Turkish,a~endment (distinct limits for the several arms) 
and m the Itahan ame.ndment (an average lirmt), the Committee decided to describe the main 
features of all three Without, hc;>wever •. expressin&" any definite opinion as to the choice which 
should be made between them m the hght of their respective advantages or disadvantages. 
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'; The U~ted Ki_ngdom delegation emphasised the fact that a maximum limit fixed at the 
lowest p_oss1ble ~evel wa~ one of the fundam~nt~ principles of the United Kingdom draft 
Convention,- w~ch. proVIdes for the standardisation of all types of armies on the basis of 
short~term servtce .. - · : , . . . . , • . . . .. 
: "'' Th~ Tu:kish an;tendment undoubtedly represents a more elastic solution. It .permits 
?f ,the _adopbon.of different terms of. service in the various arms, and to that extent makes 
It possible to_take account of the_ special conditions peculiar to each country. _ · , 
;. r :' Th~:Itali_an.amendmen~,-wh~ch provides for an average period of service, is the outcome 
of, C?nsiderabons of a special_ kmd, . In the. present conscript armies in which the period of 
serVIce exceeds twelve months, the cadres consist to an appreciable extent of personnel drawn 
from the contingent called to the colours. 
:, , . : Ifi~ fp.ture all contingents are restricted to iL period of service of less than twelve months, 
such. tramrng .personn~ would ~ave to be r~placed by. professional personnel. The latter is, 
J:!.o\Vevel,',yery. expensive,: and It may ,be srud that the shorter the. term of service the more 
ne.c~ssary .does it become to .increase professional personnel with a corresponding rise in the 
~!J~~ 'ot,~aintaini~g the' army concerned. ' : ,' ' : ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 
_ The mtrodu9hon o( an average period of service is designed to make it possible to recruit 
the lower-grade cadres entrusted with training work among the members of the contingent. 
Tlt(),e:xp~essio~ ;· 3:verage pe~ocl ... mea,ns that, if .the number of days served by men liable 
f?J,"}pe, longest -p~nod of sery1ce and the number of days served by those liable for the shortest 
pery()d ,art( add~~ tog:ether3:nd the r:esult divided by the total number of men liable fopervice, 
}he ~g~r\!th)l!;l ?btruned.will be ~qualto_.the average period prescribed. , · . 
, 1. : In, order:, to ,throw hght on Its proposal, the Italian delegation showed that six factors 
would have .to be taken into consideration 
f I 1 I J .' -- , , j ..-: ][ _, (, .' I I ' J 1 ' 

'" .-·ci :'! •The ·a.verage·period of service, which must not be exceeded;: ·-: 
.,., · '' ,_.,., •The average daily effectives, which must not be exceeded; 
' l . <• · "The 'longest period ·of service:; ' · • · · ' 
.' • '· r I·'' •The ·number of men liable for the longest period of service ; 
''~""'' •lThe•shortest•period•of-service;• •" ''· · •· 1

• ·"- -, · 

"• < 1. '"'"The· number of men liable for the shortest period of service. · 
L",J'~iu' ~--·~ji!'--I(J!<• -,.--:1 ,,; ":. •i- ', ·, '· ... ' ',... '·;': . ', ,._ . 'I . I! I 

" 1.' '' The'se·fac~ors are Closely' interrelated, so that, once the first four are known, the two others 
follow' 'aiitoniatically. ·: The Italiair 'delegation nevertheless considered that, apart from the 
Secorid fai;tdr; \vhich' was already specified in the Convention, and the first (average period of 
service)' ·which; ;if proposed, should also be specified;' the other four should be left to the 
discretion of eacli country-:· • It pointed ofit that it could not be in the interests of any country 
to 'juggle"with·lhese 'various factors in a· manner ·contrary· to the purpo~esof the Conyention. 
The Italian delegation, also showed'that''the division of training personnel into shorHenn 
~rid'loiiiHenn' petsoi:mel 'resp'ectively would not 'render the· supervision· of' effectives 'more 
diffiCtilt.:_t·,,l·-, -.... ..'.!.1 .. f•• I ·'l- ,,,,:I ,_ :! ., . ' •! ,· -. ' ' I . •I ' L I ·''. :· 

' i ' I 'OtHer' Cieiegations.' 'however,' took' the view ~hat the' result of these' different factors, 
especially if 'combined 'with pre~!Iiilitary training, would be to open' the 'way to variations 
such as might nullify limitation of the period of service. These delegations were nevertheless 
in sympathy with the principle on which the Italian proposal was based in so far as it was 
designed to enable the various States to obtain the services of the lower-grade cadres ~responsible 
for training:-at Pi low .cost. ' A1; ,the same time, they took the view that, if an average period 
of service were fixed, a maximum period should also be specified and that the margin between 
the two should not be too wide. The question of the fixing of an average period also appeared 
to be connected -with tllat of the fixing of a minimum ·period of service or with limitation of 
the number. bf in en who •may undergo military training in the course of any one year; ' ' 
I i:' • L· ·_ ! ! i ~-1 i ~. t :' i J . '' ; r ! . ' .. ~ ! '.: '. ; ; 1. . . : '' ' r . ' . . ~ . . : I p ' • • 

r +2J The'questiort of the fixing of a: minimum limit for the period of service was indeed 
alsolraised 'iii the· course oftbe Committee's discussions. It was suggested that, in the absence 
of'sUth 'limitation~' certain' States;- where pre-military training bas been generally introduced, 
might be induced to accept a shortet: term of service in order to give l!lilitary tr~ining in t~e 
atm:r'to' a; greater· number ·of meri. ·' It therefore appeared to 'certam delegations that, If 
perequatiori offorces was reached. between two countries, th~ fi_gure of. trained reserves turned 
out ·each yeai:"shottld conform to 'the same or to a closely Similar ratio. . ' · 

In this-connection, the French delegation proposed the following rule: the men who may 
be t~airied in: the' course of any one year shall be limited to the number resulting if full advanta~e 
is taken of average daily effectives and the average period of service. If, for example, m 
the case of a given State, the number of average daily effectives is 2oo,ooo '?en an.d t.he aver~ge 
period of service 8 months, the number of men who may normally be tramed Withm a penod 

200,000 X I2 1 
of I2 months shall not exceed 8 = 300,000. 

3· Certain delegations raised ~he question ?f s.epar~t~ l_imitati.on for ~be initial period of 
service and subsequent refresher penods. In theu VIew, 1t Is ImJ?OSSI~le to Ignore the fa_ct that, 
while in one country a relatively long period is devoted to serVIce With the .c?lours, With ?nly 
two or three refresher periods spread out over ro, IS or 20 years for the trrumng of reserVI~ts, 
in another country the men are in the first instance required to spend only a short penod 

• The Hungarian delegation felt unable to take any part in the discussion on point 2. 
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with the colours, with subsequent refresher periods of from IS. to ~o day~ each year. In the 
first case, training is insufficient to permit of the reserves' bemg Immediately employed and 
therefore too short to render them capable of sudden attack. In t~e second c_ase, the reser­
vists are constantly kept up to a high level of efficiency 3:nd the ar~y IS ~mqu~stionably bet_ter 
fitted to take part, at short notice, in offensive ~perat10ns. This agam raises the quest~on 
of the military preparation of y~ung men ~efore bem~ call~d to the colours, as such preparation 
may make it possible to curtail the penod of serVIce _With the colours. . . 

The other delegations expressed the fear that thiS proposal would result m a certam 
rigidity. They would nevertheless be prepared to accept it if general agreement could be 
reached on this subject. 

4· As regards the question of whether the above-mentioned _limits ~hould be .fi:X:ed 
in respect of each country or group of countries or of ~11 the contractmg_parties, the ~a1onty 
of the delegations favoured a middle course. The Uruted States d~legat10n more particula_rly 
recommended a system of adjustment within the f~amework of regiOnal &roups--;a suggestion 
which was accepted by the Polish, Yugoslav, H unganan and French delegations, which, however, 
asked that account should be taken of the conditions peculiar to each country. 

S· In short, the Committee accepted the principle of a limitation of the period of service 
as provided for in the United Kingdom draft Convention. Generally speaking, however, 
it was of opinion that such limitation might be effected through the medium of regional 
agreements. It learnt with interest of the Italian delegation's proposal to introduce an 
average period of service and considered that, with suitable additions, that proposal might 
open up possibilities of compromise. It 1;11so heard with interest the French suggestion 
for placing a minimum limit on the period of service or limiting the number of men who, in 
the course of any given year, may undergo military training and also for the separate limitation 
of the initial period of service and the total duriltion of subsequent refresher periods. It 
considered, however, that, at the present stage in the examination of Articles I6 and I7, it 
was not in a position to give a final opinion or to put forward definite proposals. It would 
be for the competent authorities in the various countries to proceed to a thorough examination 
of the questions raised. The general examination of these questions by the Committee would 
appear to have been very fruitful nevertheless, since it has served to bring to light new aspects 
and incidences which have only become apparent as the discussion proceeded. In this connec­
tion, the French delegation has drawn special attention to the fact that, in its opinion, the 
problems in connection with the length of service alter their aspect according as pre-military 
training is taken into account (as proposed in the United Kingdom draft Convention) or is 
merely regulated without being taken into account (as proposed, subject to certain conditions, 
by the Committee on Effectives in its report of June I933). 

The Committee as a whole desires to point out that certain of the above-mentioned 
questions will lose much of their importance if the figures of average daily effectives and 
maximum length of service are put sufficiently low. Several delegations pointed out, however, 
that these figures must in any case make due allowance for training requirements. 

E. STRUCTURE OF TABLE I ANNEXED TO CHAPTER I, SECTION I, 
PART III, OF THE UNITED KINGDOM DRAFT CONVENTION. 

The Committee has had only a brief exchange of views on the question. 
_In the course of the discussion, with a view to facilitating the control of the personnel 

serVIng beyon~ the legal period in the armed forces to which Article IS of the United Kingdom 
draft Convention relates, the suggestion was made to subdivide the column in Table I 
(" Land Armed Forces stationed in the Home Country ") into two columns distinguishing 
the forces of the home country properly so called and oversea reserves stationed in the home 
country in the case of conscript armies. 

In view of the small number of States which have both oversea forces and a conscript 
~nny,_ the Commi~tee confined itself to taking note of this suggestion. It also proposed the 
Insertion by the side of the figure in Table I, column I, of a reference to a footnote to the 
following_ effect : " Of which . . . come within the provisions of Article IS ". 

The Ideas put forward in connection with the structure of Table I will be submitted to 
the competent departments of the different countries for examination. 
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Annex. 

SUPERVISION OF EFFECTIVES. 

DOCUMENTS TO BE COMMUNICATED TO THE PERMANENT DISARMAMENT COMMISSION. 

I. II. III. 
Item Compl~te.list of documents to he communicated regularly 

and penodtcally to the Permanent Disarmament Commission 
at Geneva 

Articles of the Convention 
concerned 

A. Documents of which the Communication 's obligatory 
for all Countries. 

A I .... Laws, dec~ees _and regulations in force relating to the general 8, ro, I3 (Table I), I7, 
orgamsabon of the army (organisation, recruiting, r8. 
cadres and effectives) and to the organisation of pre-
military training. 

A 2 .... Finance Ac.t, general budget, estimates voted or enacted by 8, I3 (Table I), I6, I7, 
executive order, special budgets, supplementary esti- I8. 
mates voted or enacted by executive order, audited 
accounts and special accounts.l 

A 3 .... Tables of peace establishment (peace organisation ta,bles). 8, I3 (Table I), I6. 
A 4 .... Troop location statements. Ditto. 
A 5 .... Army lists. I8. 
A 6 .... Quarterly statement 2 of strength of armed land forces and assi- 8, 12, I3 (Table I), r6, 

milated bodies and pre-military formations.• I7, I8. 
A 7 .... Monthly statistics of voluntary enlistments, re-enlistments 8, I3 (Table I), I6, r8. 

and discharges. 
A 8 .... Quarterly returns of days' pay issued (quarterly returns of 

pay expenditures). 
A 9 •... Quarterly statement of expenditure authorised for pay, 8, II, I3 (Table I), I6. 

food, clothing. 
A IO ..• Pay and allowance regulations (tables). 
A II .•. Annual statement of effectives of police formations not included 8, 

in the armed forces with particulars of their characteristics. • 
A I2 ... Documents affording a means of verifying that the under- IO. 

takings concerning military training outside the army 
are being duly observed on the territory of the contract­
ing parties and that pre-military training is being kept 
within the limits laid down in the Convention. 

B. Documents compulsory only for Conscript Armies. 

Ditto. 
I2, I3 (Table I), 16. 

B I .. ; . Vital statistics-mortality tables. 8, ·I3 (Table I), I6. 
B 2 .... Annual reports on the constitution of the annual contingent. 
B 3 •... Special reports by recruiting centres on the embodiment 

of conscripts, showing their distribution by arms and 
corps. 

B 4 .... General report on the embodiment and distribution of 
conscripts by arms and corps. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

1 Provision is made for the communication of these documents in the part of the draft Convention which relates 
to the supervised publicity of national defence expenditure. 

• Document to be drawn up on the basis of the attached international model statement (Appendix t). 
• Police forces and similar formations referred to in Article 12. 
• Document to be drawn up on the basis of the model already used by the Committee on Effectives in connection 

with its examination of police forces (see Appendix 2). 
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Appendix 1. 

MODEL STATEMENT OF EFFECTIVES12FiRST QUARTER I93 , AS AT APRIL IST. 

Tl'O.ip .. statlo.mo!es dans Ia in6troi>oi~ ! ; I i ' I J "' 
Troops stationed in the home country 

Obser­
vations 

Re­
marks 

1------~------~"--L--i--"C--L~C--·~·~·~·~~~_L~~~~-"~-""-' __ ,_, __ , __ 
Mouvements d'effectifs ll ~voir' 1--- 1---·----------

' I 

Effeclifs 
quoti· 
diens 

moyens Effectif 
dux•r ~ ll 

-~-~-rorecast of Substanlial flUctuatiOns anticipated____ --

(Renseignements facultatifs pour 1e:: arm6es ~e mf!tier) 
1 • (En~~- opti~~ ~,en; ~!~s1onal .~es~ : , :, , , .. : .. 1 , 1, ; 

janvier Ia date .··-· 'Detixi~me;bimestrC ~~· ,.. T~i~· · ,.,. 
au 31 du ·r• · si~me 

.l 

man x•r avril Secon4 quarter tri-

----. -- Average Aitu-al..-I----A-vril---.,--llf:__ai---,--~J:-uln~--·1-mmestie 
daily effec-- globa· 
effec-- lives \AprU·, :'.· .\·,l.May_,·,•,;_;,, .-~.June.··.;, lement· .'.,:· J··i.\ J 
lives as at l,-,.,.-;-c"7.,---l 
from Aprilut En En En ·Ei.\;·. ···.En "En 

Jan. 1st plus_ moins plus moi~ . plus moins 
.. toMan:h In_.!:'be--__.:,! ·tn.·:'!-·oC!r --;·'td) ;~oe~: 

. I ' - 31St .. -••e ',• 

Tbitd 
quarter 

. (total 'figure)', •. ,.,-, j i l ',.. }I 1: _l .. 1 I, 

(o} 

I. Forces- armt!es ~ te.,estr~s 
proprement diles. 
Offi.ciers en service actif 

et t!ll•ves ofliciers 
llfilitaires servant au deJa 

de Ia duree de service 
fix~e par )'article I~ • 

Personnel assimil6 an 
sens de l'article 9 de 
la Convention .. 1• .: ~ 

llfilitaiies astxeints a Ia 
dur~e du' service fixee 
parl'article I6 

llfilitaires rappel~ sous 
les drapeaux 
Ofliciers . . • . . . 
Sous-ofliciers et hom-

mes de troupe'. .' : 
T otaux pour I' imnle 

II. Forces de police et for­
mations 'similaires' visles 
par I' article I2 de Ia 
Convention : 

Ofliciers . 
Troupe (y compris les 

~lloves) . . . . . . . 
Totaux pour les effectifs 

flises iiI' article I 2. • • 

III. Ef/ectifs navals devant 
ltre inelus dans hs forces 
armies de terre : I 

Officiers • • . _. ... 1• . 
Personnel non oflicier 

servant au deJa de Ia 
duree fix~e par )'arti­
cle I6 . . . . . . . 

Troupe .•.... • . 
Totaux pour les effectifs 

navals visls ci-dessus • 

(b) 

' -
J ., 

/ L 

. .:... l 

i'. 

crease··; -crease: :~,: · crease • · creas~ --... . ! , il 1 , ; ~:I [: r '~ -r; l 
(0) 

rl: ~ r ··~· . j ;,~ i 1! \ J i. rltl - . ; ~1. I:fLani;rmed Jofce~·proper_ly 
i-·.;rd L.1· !."1"r: •;i·:r·r-,i'SOcalled: 

·;,, 1,- •; • ,-1 ... ! .•,; ;Officers on the active list 
. il ···J ,·' [,:-· ~it':'l! l :1:. and officer cadets. 

I t J , 1 · i J ; • .--I i l ;_ ._ '·, ' . I :..: ·' ') 

Other ranks serving be-
1'! ·1, ~·n·yo~d the periOd of ser-

i; I O• 

) 'l l,;,... :;: 

' J 

•:it'.' 

.• 1_;· 

·~ ' I'• ' ' '' ~ ' 
' . "- ', 

-.• :r;, ;,•;·-, 

. ! •; I l 

.','j: 

'~- 'f •lr, I ; 

~-' '· . ... , 
... \.·-· 

.I: :1·: i· 

i!i '·(•• 

'>" 

•. ! l' 

. ',,], 

;,•. 

'' 
1 . vice laid down in Article 

(i\ '16. I • • • • i"" t . 

. ~ f.",~ ·Personnel . of ( equivalerit 
- status withiri the mean-

\ r. '· -=; 1 tng bf Article_/ 9 of the 
:•. \ r·.,. ·;\I Convention. 

, -Effectives liabl'7 to the 
... --.n-· · 1 ·: i_:.. ·• : •1 

I -period of' Service laid 
~···11. )""fi· l•fJL; downinArticlex6. 
,. 1,-11 :·-!r :! 1 ~~~ec1_tive~ ~ec~t;d to the 

· co ours: 
· · '·: I Officers. 

jr ··r1r .i~ , 1 ,. 1l-f.C,O.s 
;._.P! ·r;)) .:~ ,r_d ranks. 

other 

1: ,'-." .. , 

,, -

Totals for the army. 
1 r/r,, r,fl•; j 'q:, "/J,'{ , .• :!l /. 

•. , 1 '·· ,. •• II,. PQljce forces 1an.d similar 
. ~formations 'referred to in 
· ' ·'Article 12 of the Conven-

',t·'t 

;...r,1 ,,_tip~r·:] .. c.T /-. 

J :.. i I: :, i !' . , •: ~ i) I~ ! , r . ~ 1. Officers . 

ri .•. l 

' ' 

fi•, 

I '' 
!' • ~ ,.--, I I •.~ o ; ·;::ill_ :r•·;:j .,Other ranks (including 

· r, probationers). 
•'! '· ; -

: : .' ' ' ~ ; 

'f'll! .. " 

,.. •• •(_, j 1)1 

'' .: ; 'I J J• -:--· II I"! · 'f 1 
' ··Totals for the effeclivcs 

: i: 
11 ~ 1 

'-' yeferred to in Article I"l. 

\ ("\-\ ';''. ". \;;.'. , .. '.\ III.I Naval elfectives to be in­
cluded among the land 

.;;.flo ctcfpr~s;: . .. r ;J 
ft,·J '! nn ..- f•-Jrl-jl ;J_Qffi~~S c- 'I 

. Personnel other than offiC 
.:r-, '11 ·;d ,..; ; ·•] 1·1 j,;r·_·cer8-."ser.ving;bejrond the 
r~ fi<!ti ·if.i: ~. •rl:J J,J period of service laid 

down in Article 16. 
··""',.! 1''0tbers. 

·~ :·! r rr,, ; , '": ·' .1 i r. TOtals) for. the tniiLal el/ec-
·. · ',! r 1: ··.j - t( 111 ·-~ :1) J tives Yejerred to above. 

IV. Formationsprbnilitaireo: 

~mrtnretiondo~eades 
jeunes gens de I 8 a 2 I 

-----f------j----·1---­ -·-- ------- IV;-P~e-mililtwy-formations: 

ans). . 

Instructeurs • : 
ayantrang d'ofticier . 
n'ayant pas rang d'of­

ficier . . . 
Effectif recevant !'ins­

truction • 

·1'' . i ,. 

"Jj 

" 
' " . •I· ,, 

;, I '" 

1 ·' 

If,' I· 

1, .. ; ·:,-, 

(Training elf youths from 
'18·to 2IJ.' · ' "' 
,,, J:• .-(''!1 ,\! 

InShUCtO~s·! I 
·' 

1 Ranking· M officers. 
Not ranking as' officers. 

Numbers receiving train­
ing •. 

'Cet; etat comprendrait une deuxibme feuille absolument semblable, s'appliquant aux troupes stationnees outre-mer. 
Th1s return would comprise a second sheet on exactly the same model, for troops stationed overseas. 

' Ne doivent t!tre portees dans cette colonne que les variations sensibles. 
Important variations only should be inserted in this column. 

• A ne pas inscrire s'.ils sont deja comptes dans l'armee regulibre ou Ia police. 
Not to be entered lf they have been already reckoned in the regular army or police force. 

• N'est oblig~toire que pour les armees de conscription. 
Ia only obligatory for conscript armies. 
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: ·Appendix 2: · 
'' 

TABLE USED BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON EFFECTIVES IN THE EXAMINATION OF 

PoucE FoRcEs. 

_•')' 

I' 
Categoxie de force 

' . ' . ·- ' ' . ~ 

' . .'! -
Designation 
; -~i force J 

i> 

., ,-_,, 

' ·J ·I.' ':• I , ' t, ·, ~ ; , I ' , u.· . .. ',. 
' 

·, \. 
. . ' 
· -Org3.D.isa tiofi · ' 

: 1 1 I , • ~-: 1-, 
Organisation , 

,. 
. l :;.,· 11: 

i, 

. .- ~ 1 ) 

F~rce. n~m~rique 
· app_r~ximative 

. l j, ... ' il: 

. - _.. r- -. . . " 
Armement 

individuel 'et ' 
' ·collcctif ·'• ·· 

.,A,Ppro:rimate,,, . .Individual , 
strength and collective 

-1; J, ,·;:arms· : 
• "j \ ; ··I 

Materiel, 
'iildividuel .. et · 

collectif ' 

. ~ Individual 
· 2.nd collective 

·material' 
1'1{<: I 

I ) c' l :! I fl 

I \ } ~ I 

I . ' ,, 
I I i i f ~ 'I 

\ 

Armement et. mat&iel 
n'entrant pas dans Ia 
dotation normale, mais 

pour !'usage dcsquels 
!'instruction est donnf!c. 

Arms and material 
not in regulation equip­
ment· hut in the 'use of 
' which' instruction is· ' 

given 
' ,, , ,. lcJ 

f· !![-· ') ,. ) If ,)PI 

: i,. ;; 

1 i u:..: r 1 

:.-·l"/i~ 'Jil' :~: r~. loll,; ~ .... I ,:)Ooolf ,,,I 

-·.:·:·. 
j ;"I •.J • • "t n . • I: 1,-) 

'•; 1: 11• l;r. 

,fJ r. r '··' 
:1 : •:. '· _. ··:;1 ,;.. ',[; j'J, 

. III. 
1, . t :.. : , • . · t • 1 _, • J : , J 1 , ., r i :, ~ ~.,·;;f. .": It 1 • / I !"· 

i ' 1 .) 11-,.-, ~,--,-,..-..,-,.--,..-.,--.,-,-,---~ .. ~).,-,.,..~..,.-;-,-;-

!' . ; Nature-,,,,:. 
de einstruction 

\. • ( ' (" .• ' ! 

11: I i·,.-t: •I! ,;... 

Nature 
of training 

~ ! -I i ' '-' 

' ' l I: I'! 'j ' I') 1 

-·· '. ·: r 

!·) 

: I • J: I I. • ~~ ,· 

. Donnee par :; ' 
1(~~;!.9~, I 1 1 

'I:J,•'ii ·;If • L1 

''; 

By whom 
given 

.. 

., j 

:·.· 

' ' 

.. 

Force des groupements 
,,. 1 . 1 permanen'bJ ... ,,_l11 

.. 'ou .. tempora~~ ,1 f 
·pour '1 1instruction 

,..._ • / I j I : J o ' 1 II j { l' i 

Size of groupings, 
permanent 

or temporary, 
for training 

· ·, ·: • 1 1• , r . ! : r 1 1 ) •i. 

II) _I .,,;l:j' ''!i· 

.,,,, 
•1' I'.-- / r.). 

-I; 1 :' • ' I ! .' I J j j,; 

•:r ,, , l•-11 

•• I' · f. I J i i : t: 

c. I'' 

I ,, 

. '· 

·_.: ,, 
:!1 .:.:1 

);I 

) .. 

;iJ r;Modei' 
·de recruteD)ent 
:. o:· •. • • 'I' 

:r-,J,~ ,,... I f·-, II• 

Method 
I . of recruiting 

"j J I 

. ,,_ 

., .; 

' ., '' 
'I ·;;,'±v~ '"'-·· ,, . 
'f.: ',, , .. 

Nature et dur~e 
, des , contrats , . , 
.etdes, 

' 'obligations 
'. i t : i '' ' . i " 

Nature and duration 
of contracts 

and 
obligations 

' I 

I l_lir-•1 o! i 'I. or . '. r J ·; 

'. I•' ' ,. 

I I 

•' .. , 
.i 

' I 

·,r I'. 

, :, 

r ~ ' 

' ' ' 

' Encasernement 

Quartering 
in barracks 

(cj 
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COMMENTS ON THE LIST OF DOCUMENTS TO BE COMMUNICATED TO THE 

PERMANENT DISARMAMENT COMMISSION. 

It was agreed that, in order ~hat the e.li:ec~tion ?f the CoJ?-vention. mig~t ?e supervised in 
European countries with a conscnpt army, 1t 1s advtsable to mclude m th1s 1tem the decrees 
laying down the procedure for the embodiment and discharge of the contingent and the decrees 
calling soldiers to the colours. 

It was also made clear that, as regards documents relating to pre-military training, the 
interpretation of item A I will depend on the agreement to be reached on the proposals of 
the previous Committee on Effectives (see document Conf.D.I62). 

Item A 2. 

It was decided that this item, which relates to the question discussed by the Technical 
Committee on National Defence Expenditure, will appear in the draft of the Committee 
of the Bureau (Effectives), subject, however, to examination by the Technical Committee 
of the National Defence Expenditure Commission. 

Item A 4· 

It was laid down that the " troop location statements " will only give the names and 
composition of the normal garrisons, excluding temporary movements. 

Item A 5· 

As some delegations pointed out that the information asked for in items A 4 and A 5 
was combined in a common document in their armies, it was proposed that this single document 
should be sent to the Permanent Disarmament Commission, which would sift the information. 

Item A 6. 

The Committee considered that the model statement should be furnished every quarter 
for the conscript armies in respect of effectives stationed in the home country. As regards 
the periods for submission of the model statements relating to professional armies, the decision 
to be taken will depend on the result of the consultations which the delegations concerned 
will have with their competent departments. 

The Committee considered the possibility that the model statement of effectives stationed 
overseas and pre-military formations should be submitted only once a year. 

It was agreed that all the particulars entered in the forecast columns (forecast oCJ>ub­
stantial fluctuations anticipated) refer to actual effectives and that, if a Government 
contemplates, for instance, the calling-up of x men to the colours for y days, the figures x 
and y shall be entered in the column " Observations "c with an exact statement of the dates 
of calling up. 

The Committee expressed the opinion that the model statement should be communicated 
to the Technical Committee of the National Defence Expenditure Commission in order to 
ensure agreement between the model statement of effectives and the model statement of 
expenditure. 

Item A 1· 

The question of monthly submission remains open. 

Item A 8, A 9, A IO. 

The Committee considered that it would be useful if the Governments communicated 
to th~ Pe~anent Disarmament Commission administrative documents allowing of cross­
checking Wlth the budgets and statements concerning effectives and that the competent 
departments of the vario.us countries should be asked to study the question and state what 
d~cuments they can furrush. It would also be advisable for the Committee to get into touch 
~th ~he ~ommittee on National Defence Expenditure in order to ascertain whether the 
Investigations made by that Committee would not furnish valuable information. 

Itel!ls A 8, A 9 and A IO have been retained with this observation and subject to this 
reservation. 
. . A comparison of the documents referred to in item A IO with the documents referred to 
m Items A 8 a~d A 9 would enable the supervisory organ at Geneva to check the information 
and thus to disclose any substantial variations in effectives. 

"!he documen.ts relating to food and ~l~thin& may vary considerably in different countries. 
But m all countnes there must be admimstrative documents enabling a distinction to be 
ma~e betv.:een, on t~e one hand, "entitlement", which indicates the quantities to which the 
vanous umts are entitled at the rate of so much per man and on the other hand the amounts 
actually_ drawn and consu!f~ed by the units. It would be us~ful for purposes ~f supervision 
to obtam the correspondmg recapitulatory documents. 
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Item A II. 

The statement referred to in this item is intended to enable the Permanerit Disarmament 
Commission to fulfil the task the Committee on Effectives recommended should be entrusted 
to it in respect of the supervision of police and similar formations of a non-military character 
(document Conf.D.I62, page 7, paragraph 26). · 

Item A I2. 

The Committee has made the two following suggestions on this subject : 

{I} Annual communications to the Permanent Disarmament Commission of official 
informati_on at th~ c~;isposal of t~e Governments _regarding the names, the seat and the stat~tes 
of athletic associations and nfle clubs, associations of former combatants or ex-soldiers, 

·including more than one hundred members of the male sex of more than I8 years and less 
than 40 years of age. . 

(2) Communication to the Permanent Commission, during the year after the Convention 
comes into force, of regulations issued by each Government in order to guarantee that the 
provisions of the Convention regarding training outside the army are observed in the territory 
placed under its jurisdiction. . 

The Committee did not think it was empowered to decide what action the Permanent 
Disarmament Commission might take in regard to States which, on signing the Convention, 
are not in a position to provide the particulars mentioned in paragraph I. 

Some Members of the Committee urged the importance of utilising the particulars at 
the disposal of the international athletic organisations. 

The Committee draws attention to the fact that a system of investigations on the spot 
would probably constitute the most effective means of supervising the observance of the 
provisions regarding training outside the army. 

Official No. : Conf.D.fBureau 54. 

Geneva, December 28th, I933· 

COMMITTEE FOR MORAL DISARMAMENT 

Note by the President of the Conference. 

The President of the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments has the 
honour to communicate to the members of the Bureau : 

Document Conf.D./C.D.M.36 : Text adopted by the Committee for Moral 
Disarmament. 

Document Conf.D.fC.D.M.37 : Report on the work of the Committee for Moral 
Disarmament. 

Document Conf.D.fC.D.M.38 : Letter addressed to the President of the Conference 
by the Chairman of the Committee for Moral Disarmament on December Ist, I933· 

(Rapporteur : M. Komarnicki (Poland).) 

Conf.D.{C.D.M.36. 

Geneva, November I7th, I933· 

TEXT ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE FOR MORAL DISARMAMENT 

ON NOVEMBER I7TH, I933· 

The High Contracting Parties, 

Considering that moral disarmament is one of the essential aspects of the general work 
of disarmament ; 

Considering that the reduction and limitation o_f a~aments depend to a large extent 
upon the increase of mutual confidence between nations , . . 

Considering that, as far as public opinion i~ conce~e~, a sustame~ an~ systematic. effort 
to ease tension may contribute to the progressive realisation of matenal disarmament , 



Considering that the interdependence of States calls, not only for their co-operation in 
the political sphere, but alsofor,,ll:~ef£or7. ,ofm,u,tu~l ~nder~~~ndin~. ~~~~e~n ~~~e ~~oples 

them~:!~~s ;esolved t? do wh.a~evet lies ·in· ~heir power ',t~. l induce. th~~r Mt~.~~hl~ to, ciispla~ 
in any public discussion a spmt of tolerance· and mutual resp~ct;. • , , , , . , , ·, , , .. 

Being convinced that the success of the ~eas~tes ad<?Pt.ed m one coun_try·to ensure m?ral 
disarmament is largely dependent on th_e application of simila~ measures m ot~er countnes ; 

Recognising that the League of Nations has placed at the disposal of the vanous States the 
Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, which, is. particularly ,suited _to th~ ,accqw.pli~ment 
of certain tasks connected with moral disarmament, although a different procedure may have 
to be adopted to meet special situations:· ... ,, , · • :' ·; " r; • ·" • • • ; · 

·",; l' . ,I'.'-!, 1::; i• 1 I · ,-·:,' 

, 1 I • , , , , I : : i. - ' . 

Article. I.,,, ... ,,, ' ,:;; . 'l ._,_ 

The High Contracting Parties undertake to use their powers or their influe~c~ 'to see 
that education at every stage, including the 'training ofteachers, 'is sci' conceived as' to inspire 
mutual respect between peoples and to emphasise 1theit 1 interdependence/which makes 
international collaboration a necessity.'>' " •' "": T; . ! ! '" 

1 
' ' ,_. . I 'I'' I '

1 1 
',' ' ') ' "' .' ' , 

1 
', 'I ' 

1 1 

. r,! 1 1 -' r ; _ _. •. 1 • lf f ,... ; i '· r ·: . 1 • · ·, • . 

' ~ .. l : .' 1 ·, ·• 1.: 1._,-~, · 'll ·;··~ ,_f'.'/ ti );~,,ii h!;J f,f)J '••lfi,r;l ~,'1 '~:·i 

,.,;,,. ... -.;!·:.-·Article.2~-, i1i .,.!, 1 l;i_..,i-1 rl••!-_,...i:i:r··l,.') Jf, .-, ~~-· .••• 

'.; 1 I j. •,!•II': •i,l J_-1; II! !),1~-,-~ 'it••; (II) 1!1•:; .-1;:; ), [;[ i•,:i ,,,, 

' The High Contracting Parties will alsd do' whafever lies 'in' their power to. se.e t~at teachers 
are guided by these principles. 'r ': 1' • : · ''·. '• , :' ~ .' ·: • ! • · r"" :' ' 1 

• • ~:, r · • ·: ·. ' · 1. · • .. : ·.,' .. · : 

School text-books should' be prepared in'the same spirit; those whiCh are'at'varianctl with 
that spirit should be revised/' "" '' '""' ,., ···:;·, ... , ":"·" .,,, · ,,,.,, .... , ". , .. ,,. ·· r '·· •• •• 

The High Contracting Parties likewise agree t~ recornrnend to their \::ornj:>eten:t authorities 
the inclusion of the following subjects in the syllabus prescribed for entrance examinations 
to official posts which entail relations with other countries : fundamental principles of inter­
national law, .legal ,bases of international relations, and outlines of the efforts made to 
consolidate 'peace between nations. 

They undertake to recommend to their competent authorities that their country's 
history is taught in relation to the, history of other countries. 

Article 3· 
·:-/_-r.r~':"(··'t·-=-·~:] -~ ... ~-,·,··:'( •r/"; . .-f _c;-~f'l',r~~~;··s•,l·~ 

The High Contracting Pa:i-'tie5 hnderlake ;to'· eD:cou~age; ·in ltbcor~ari'c~ with the special 
system in force in their respective countries,_ the use of the cinematograph and broadcasting 
with a view to increasing the spirit of good-will between nations. With this end in view, 
they will also support any action taken by the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, as well as 
byorganisationshavingthesameobject. ·:. ....... ,,, 1 •. ,,,.,.:\ ·.,·, .•• 

In accordance with the special ·system in force in their respective countries, they will 
use their influence to. a void the showing, cO{ ,films, the :br:oadc~ting ,ot programmes and the 
organisation of performances obviously .cal~ulateq. ,to, .woun!j. .the ,legitimate, sentiments. ,of 
ofher nations. 

i \'I J ,-;: ,J' -' I ;' ._. j ~: ;. , ! / ( f . ) ·, .r . ~ : i I ' } ] [l 'I '! j; . ,- '. I 

. ),; :1! •,r, , 1 

;,• 

. lfi .'!:J,Ji[:. _.,r_ l 
' The High Contracting! Parties f.will ~rideavourf to~facrlitate,l b}wtne''mosf"appropriate 

means, fhe co~operation 'in· the· work' •of' moral 1disartrtainent' 'of · Governrnen:t:!departments, 
intellec~ual c!rcles a.nd ~thers working for pe%~:Rq.,a,lalglff,~<;:~e. r.r ' T:: rJr•.orl'i' ,! ' . 

W1th th1s end In VIew, they agree to encourage the creation and actiVIties of national 
· committees for intellectual co-operation or other organisations collaborating in the work 

of moral disarmament. 

Conf.D./C.D.M.37. 
'I '' 

Geneva, December rst, 1933. 
' I ; -I. i : l : t i / I ' ; j / · [ : : : i · i I• ] I I. .j i 

REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE 7COMMITIEE' FOR' MORAL DISARMAMENT. 

Rapporteur : M. KOMARNICKI (Pql!J.nd)., , , , , 

. : ' • ' ' 1 !-; ill :,• ' ' '•, ' i • :, ,. 

Documents accompanying the Report (document Conf.D.JC.D.M.36). 
:' I, 

, • , I I 1 . ~ t r 1 . . · r : r : • ! , : , ,: . .' , . I • 1 • : I ~ , : , , • 

The present report of the Committee on Moral Disarmament. has a double object It is 
to ~company the covering letter of December xst, 1933, ·addressed by. Mrs. Corbett:Ashby, 
Chairman of the Committee, to the President of the· Conference for. the·, Reduction and 
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l:imitati<?n <?f A:rnaments.. it thus _supplements the contents of that letter, without reprodu­
cmg the m~cations cont~ned therem concerning the Committee's future programme or work. 
Its purpose IS also to !acihtate the ~nderstanding of_the draft text annexed hereto (document 
Conf.D-/C.I).M.36)· wh~~ .the Committee on Moral Disarmament is submitting for examination 
to ~heG~neral Comrmss10n ofthe Conference.·· That' text, consisting of a preamble and four 
articles,. IS the resul~ of _the wo~k of the Committee· on. Moral Disarmament since the despatch 
of the last commumcabon, which wa.S addressed in its name to the President of the Conference 
by Mrs. Corbett-Ashby on June3rd,..IQ33 (document ContD.fC.G.I33)• • ··• · · • ·I 

· .. '· 1 l>t!: r;;·l;,-t! l J.,,,·,. '• i · ·,, · :1' · ) ·,;I : ' !· ,-_. ·;•• ~· ' ! 1 

Main Divisions of the Report. 

. The _present sta~ement consists ?f thr~d 'p~rl:s:. Tbe 
1 :lh-~t contains c~rtal'n1 retrospecti~~ 

m!ormabon concermng the successive stages of the work of the Committee on Moral 
D1sarm~ment from,J~n;, 3r<;l, 1933, to the ,present d!!.te, ... , , , . . . ; , , '. 
b'; r Jhe secoD;d parljls,mtended to explain each.of several: provisions of the draft texUramed 
_y;Jhe.,Co~rnt.t~ee, :·: .. _!,•1: ~~ .... t ,,,::-!II· 1 1r ,,.,:t 1 1, 1 :' :l -··:• 1., ~..:. l -~ _. \.- .. ,, .. __ ·! : 1 

: , , The thirq parlj gives yanous .data;on :questions ·raised in ,the course of the work which 
h<1ve p.ots~t formed the subject,.of de:f7nite: propQSals,: , ... , 

'L ,, I-' 

. ' '" 

Qut$~iorts c,la~sijiedrin,.T,hree, Grpups.,:, :, ,,.,,, .,,
1
,,.,, ,, ,,,., , ,, , . , , ,, • • • . 1 

·_;,r.::-r,'I(.;.·~,)J,,!-J _,.-ii.l••l•·rr;••.Ji~-l••"/!.f!';dfl·•ll!!:1·!~J·r;.:.-Ji'''! ,,, 1., \ .. '•' 

; ·. · ·' :'Ihe :resolution •adopted on.J'urte •2nd by. the ·committee· on Moral Disarmament .indicated 
the: me~hod :of; work whicl! !thetlatter -proposed to .. adopt. ,:It .had· ananged ,irt.three groups 
the ~anous :questions referred to it for examinatioiL • : The first of these groups covers questions 
relatlpg to teaching, .co-operation between intellectual circles, broadcasting, :the ·theatre and 
the cmematograph ; the· second; :.questions telating to. the •adaptation· of municipal laws to 
meet the present stage of devolopment of international relations ; the third, questions relating 
to the Press. The Committee had decided to frame on each of these questions provisions 
drafted in such a way that they could ,bf1 i,ncluded, i!-mong the Jinal teJ,CtS to be adopted by 
the Conference. · . 1 

' • · ·' .. , • .. " • · . • .. ·' • • , • . • 

'. 'i- / I j i ·" ; j . • ; ' j i '1 j . ! I ' . ' I ( ( • • i , I, ~ I I f • I . t , : J 1 , , , I' I ' · : : I ' , '' . 

, ,, J F:<?.J;r the, examination, .of,the, questions in. the .first group, ,the Committee proposed, to 
utilise a preliminary draft text which it had already :examined on first reading (document 
Conf.D./C.D,M.r8).,, 'J;hat, prelimin;1ry draft .text, was, accordingly submitted to further 
examination. in June last: The Committee deeided as a result qf its study to ask its Rapporteur 
to ,frame a ~e'<'\1 draft .~s a, pasis· .for, ,dis~ussi<?n·~· ;'Ihat. P,raft, frame dip. Sl,lcll a way that it 
could, if pe~essary,, .be ,ii;~ser:ted it). the enacting ~lause of. a convention,, .was to reproduce with,in 
the compass of a small number of articles those essential proVisions appearing in the preliminary 
draft text referred to above. 

;' ;_·.;:_{ !. 1 ·.•1 i ·•~ i :.: ·111]1 •:•t•~ •,,•• i', ,-,..,_.,:\_.!;'·\'.\ ·tl ·,-_,_'_;·. ,,r,-1 ·. · ' ~ \ 

New Draft of the Rapporteur (document Conf.D./C.D.M.3I). 

; l The Rapportei:it' M' th~' cdtilmitte~ 'thus' b'ad' to' subtnit I to 'his colleagues a' very short 
dra,ft;' consisting' of' 'a . preaihble 'and'' 'six 'artiCles '(document ''Conf.D.fC.D.M.3I).' I The' 
Committee's work, was then suspended.' ' ' ' '' ' I . • - ' I ' ' ' ' ' 

• ;,,,,, •' •.•· ;,; •;, •·; ·· . .,\ ·)j'<l •••,· loi-., ,1 ,. -,'If ',lo, 

'II/ '.l.f; ;~r ,' J'•7;i ,·: !;·,, 0 : :;i !; l[J: '·i'; :·; )- j, Jl! I· •I' :·:·,I ,,-.) 1 ' ,,f -' 1 . ., I' ( 

Dratf of the T nternational' Committe~ onJnteile'ctualCo~operat'ion ·(document Conf.D./C.D:M-32), 
• 1 I I 1 

In the meantime the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation held its 
annual session at Gedeva. The very active collaboration of various services of the Inter­
national Organisation in the work o_f the Com~t~ee for Motal D~sarmament wa~ duly noted, 
by the Committee. The latter exammed the pos1t10n of the questions referred to It f~r study. 
It utilised for this purpose the draft text framed ~y the Rapp?rteur of the. Committee. for 
Moral Disarmament concerning• teaching; co-operation between mtellectual Circles, the cme­
matograph, broadcasting and the theatre-'-all que~tio~s·which already come wi~hin the fiel~ of 
activity of the Intellectual· Co-operation Orgamsatwn, · It· endeavoured, WI thou~ alte_nng 
the main provision~ of the Rapporteur's text, •to s_upplement that text on certam pou~ts, 
inore particularly 'those relating to • th~ . collaborat~on•. that •the Ip~ellectual _Co-operation 
Organisation• would ·be able to• afford m the application of proVIsions relatmg to moral 
disarmament.·· · :• ·! ··'"' • ·, ·' ·' :· ··' ,,. . . · · · • · . 

This new fext, · framed by the 'Committee on Intellectua~ Co-operation, wa~ addressed 
by the latter's Chairman 'to the· Rapporteur .of the Committee for Moral Disarmament 
(document Conf.D./C.D.M.32). 
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Resol11tion of the League Assembly (document A.46.1933.XII). 

The Assembly of the League of Nations, at its fourteenth session, in approving the report 
and the resolution submitted to it by M. Mistler, delegate of F~ance, on behalf. of the Sixth 
Committee, stressed the value of the draft relating to Moral DI~arrnament which had been 
framed by the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation. 

It recommended that text particularly to the attention of States Members of the League 
of Nations represented on the Committee for Moral Disarmament. 

Resumption of the Committee's Work, October 1933· 

When the latter resumed its work in October last, three texts relating to the questions 
in the first group were taken as a basis for its <;tiscussions .. They were the draft framed. by 
the Rapporteur inJune last, that of the InternatiOnal Comm~ttee on Intellect~~ Co-operat~on, 
and, lastly, a draft declaration submitted to the Committe.e by th~ Bntish and UJ?I~ed 
States delegations (document Conf.D.jC.D.M.23). The Comrmttee decided to make a JOint 
study of these three texts. 

Compromise Draft of the French Delegation (document Conf.D.jC.D.M.33). 

The ideas which emerged from a comparison of the texts led the French delegate to 
present a new draft, which was submitted by way of a compromise. That draft was finally 
adopted as a basis for discussion for the more detailed studies which were to follow (document 
Conf.D.jC.D.M.33). The drafting of a new text was entrusted to a Drafting Committee 
consisting of the following : Mrs. Corbett-Ashby, Chairman; M. Komarnicki, Rapporteur; 
Mr. Ashley-Clarke (United Kingdom) ; M. Cassin (France) ; M. de Szent-Istvany (Hungary); 
M. Gallavresi (Italy); M. Kulski (Poland) ; and M. Gorge (Switzerland). 

Work of the Drafting Committee (document Conf.D.jC.D.M.35). 

The task entrusted to the Drafting Committee was clearly defined : the Committee was 
not asked to express an opinion as to the form of the provisions relating to moral disarmament 
which were to be included among the texts to be adopted by the Conference. Its duty was 
simply to revise the French delegation's draft, taking into account the observations put 
forward during the general discussion. · 

The Drafting Committee was thus able to express a unanimous opinion on a revised draft, 
which was referred to the Committee for Moral Disarmament. A reservation had been 
submitted in the Drafting Committee by the Hungarian delegation, but, as it concerned the 
form of the text and not its substance, its examination was referred to the Committee itself. 

General Adoption of the Draft by the Committee in Plenary Session (document Conf.D.jC.D.M.36). 

The Committee made a careful study of the text revised by the Drafting Committee. It 
introduced various amendments and adopted it unanimously, the Hungarian delegate having 
asked, however, that his abstention should be duly noted when the vote was taken. The 
Hungarian delegate's reservation was similar to the one that he had made in the Drafting 
Committee. The terms in which he expressed it are reproduced in their entirety in the Minutes 
of the nineteenth meeting, held on November 17th, 1933, at 4 p.m. (document Conf. 
D.jC.D.M.19). 

Reservations submitted when the Vote was taken. 

The Hungarian delegate's reservation does not concern the contents of the draft adopted 
but the f?rm to be given .to th~ undertakings to which States would finally be called upo~ 
to su~cnbe. The Committee simply took note of that reservation and, for the reasons set 
forth In Pa~ III of.the pr~sen~ report, was not called upon to discuss it. The United Kingdom 
represen!abve, while votmg m favour of the adoption of the draft, said that his delegation 
might Wish later to present further observations with regard to the substance or the form of 
the ne~ draft. Other d~legates p~inted ou.t, in view of the United Kingdom delegate's 
declaration, th3;t the texts I~ the fram~ng of which they had assisted were not finally binding as 
reg~rds the a~ti~ude .of their respective delegations, and reserved the right to consult their 
national administrations. 
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II. ANALYSIS OF THE DRAFT SUBMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE. 

This second pa~ o~ the report contains a commentary, explaining the main provisions 
of .t~e text. Its ObJec~ IS to define the intentions of the Committee and to reproduce certain 
?PiniOns expre~s.ed dunng the ?isc~ssions which the Rapporteur agreed to take into account 
m order to facilitate the exammation of the draft. Each of its main provisions is analysed 
separately in the following paragraphs. 

Ad Preamble. 
Paragraph I. 

Th~ Committee was _unan!mously of opinion that the first provision of the text should 
emphasise the close relationship between material and moral disarmament. 

Paragraph 3· 

The idea contained in paragraph I is further defined in paragraph 3· The relationship 
between moral and material disarmament seemed to the Committee to involve beyond all 
doubt I?<~;rallel action in both spheres. In its discussions, the Committee had thought of 
emph~sismg the fact that the stages of moral disarmament called for parallel progress in the 
domam of material disarmament. It finally decided not to state this view explicitly. It 
has, however, hy reference to a continuous and methodical endeavour, clearly shown that 
efforts to achieve moral disarmament must be of a permanent character. 

Paragraph 4· 

The Committee wished to show that one of the essential aims of moral disarmament was 
not merely to facilitate the political co-operation of the Governments or responsible adminis­
trations, but, above all, to effect a rapprochement between the peoples themselves and base 
future progress on such mutual understanding. This concept was particularly stressed in the 
draft declaration submitted by the United Kingdom and United States delegations. The 
Committee has, on this point, largely drawn its inspiration from that declaration. 

Paragraph 5· 

This provision originated in_a draft amendment submitted last year to the Committee on 
Moral Disarmament by the late Count Apponyi, then first delegate of Hungary. He had 
advocated an undertaking by Governments to call upon their nationals to show a liberal spirit 
of tolerance in public discussions. The Committee unanimously recognised the high-minded­
ness underlying the Hungarian proposal. It therefore decided to devote a special paragraph 
to it in the Preamble. The text it recommends nevertheless shows clearly that the loyal 
efforts which it is hoped that Governments will make in this respect are limited by the means 
of action at their disposal. 

Paragraph 6. 

This summarises one ofthe provisions of the treaties under which the International Labour 
Organisation was established. 

Paragraph 7· 

The Com~ittee desired to emphasise the predominant part which must be taken by the 
Intellectual Co-operation Organisation in carrying through certain work for the promotion 
of moral disarmament. Nevertheless, the Committee has duly taken into account the special 
situation of those States non-members of the League which may feel that they cannot avail 
themselves of the collaboration of intellectual co-operation organisations. 

Ad Article I. 

This article contains a statement of the essential principles on which moral disarmament 
must be based in the sphere of education. The Committee therefore thought that this pro­
vision should be couched in particularly precise terms. It did not dee~ it advisable to give a 
further definition of the final aim, which has been very clearly stated m the Preamble. The 
Committee believes that the educational system is the keystone of all the other and varied 
measures that may be taken and that are referred to in the following articles. 

Ad Article 2. 

This article is directly connected with Article I. Its aim is to define in c~rtain resp_ects 
the methods which should be followed in application of the principles set forth m that article. 



-930-

One of its paragraphs refers to. oral teach!ng, the ?ther to school text-books ... This teri? should 
be taken to include both national and mternational scho?l text-books~.e._. those Inten_ded 
exclusively for use in schools of one country or .those .wh1ch have. been ,wntten for a wider 
purpose a ' ) ' • ' f • J ' i ' I '• ' ! • • ' ' ~ :_. : ' : , ' ~ .' ~ ' . ' : I, '; ' 

The revision of text-books to which the Committee alludes should, it thinks, be carried 
out on as uniform lines as possible., Tl;le Committee did not feel that it ought tp recommend 
any particular method : it deemed it sufficient to take the grea~est account ofthe recommenda-. 
tions of the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation approved by the Assembly 
of the League of Nations, known. as t~e _Casare~ proce~ure. . . . . . 

The inclusion of subjects specially mdicated m the hst of subJects required for admiSSion 
to certain official posts !s one of the q~estions whi~h t~e Committe~ considered most caref~lly. 
The Committee has deliberately reframed from gomg mto the details of the separate questwns 
which it thinks, are naturally grouped together under the title" Juridical Organisation of the 
Intern'ational Community·~. This . .formula .mus~ .'Pe interp~eted. ~n. a. very .wide <\Tid nq-wise 
exhaustive sense. .The recent d~y~~?pllJents. of in,teplation<!-llj~.w JD.ake it possible to,inchide 
teaching on the newest of problems. · 

In devoting a special paragraph to the teaching of history, the Committee desired to tak~ 
account of a draft amendment submitted last year by the late Count Apponyi, ·head of the 
Hungarian delegation.. . .. , .. , ·' :.; : .. , . '•·•, ''· .• ·" ·,':' 

What the Committee means by thi$ paragraph, IS th1s: ~he teachmg of. history JTI.,each 
country, thoug~ tendingtobrin~ out' the. truth,, ~hpuld cle:n-ly sh()w,thelinks wj"lich c?tm~ct 
that country With other countnes, ·thus .. emphasismg :the Il1t~r~epen4~nce, ()f p~ople~ m, the 
spiritofArticlerofthedraft. ·· ·· '.> ,";, 1 : ; · '·.·, ,, , ., ,.· , , "''' • 

' , • : I , : I ; i • ' i ' , j ~ '· \ ; · i ' ' ~ ' ' ' ' ; ' ~ ' I ' I ' •- ' ' • ' · ' ) '• . ' -! ,--. 

I l 1!1 ;:: '.•! 

. - . \ 
This article marks the result of long efforts to conciliate two tendencies which became 

apparent in the Committee from the very outset. ·:Some•argued thatit:.was mostimportant to 
insist on recommendations of: a positive natur~.e.:; recommendations ·providing that States 
should intervene directly wi1;h -a view to influencing certain forms of public activities in a way 
favourable to moral disarmament, .. ,. .: : ,,, : .,,, . 1 • .,,, : •·' ,; • • • ,,, • •• • • •• ·: • • :·• • • 

: Others, .while not .disputing the·value of such positive action, attached greater irhportti:nce 
to measures of a preventive nature directed. against manifestations ·clearly contrary to moral 
disarmament. This was in fact the way in which they interpreted the spirit of moral disarma­
ment, which seemed to them to mean any action likely to divest the mind of thoughts of war 
and aggression. The first paragraph of this article is devoted to what may be called" positive 
measures", by which ·States, undertake, to encourage the utilisation of.the .cinema. and broad­
casting for· the, purpose of: promoting 1 mutual: comprehension , among· the, :nations. ; ,; The 
Committee thought that in adopting this paragraph it would· be preferable not tor allude to the 
theatre, as States posse.ss little power to .take direct action in: this sphere; 1 -i' . r r•: .. '", · •! "i :. · 

The Committee considered that. positive action :by the :States::might:be of two lands ·t 
measures which the States might themselves. introduce in their .respective territories and. the 
encouragement. which. they .could .. give to, the' ,furtherance .'Of 'measures of. an: international 
character. While not wishing to rule out the co-operation of other. ,organisations in this 
sphere, the Committee laid special emphasis upon the services which the Intellectual Co­
operation Organisation has unique opportunities of rendering. 1 :·r '" ,,,,_'\ 

As regards the measures of a preventive character set out in the second paragraph of this 
article, the Committee, in describing to what ends such action sheuld be directed1:delibetately 
fell back upon a somewhat vaguer formula "in order to avoid any.thing capabletof; offending 
the legitimate susceptibilities of other nations . . . ". This expression should, however, be 
~onstrued in the light of the general definitions of disarmament, more especially those.s~t out 
m the Preamble. · 

· The Committee also considered that,<in•·yiew of: -the· general, character· of the 'ObjeCtive 
which it was desired to attain,.the preventive.measures might be extended-by the appropriate 
procedure under the laws, of each :State-to public.entertainments of all kinds;•• ;~ '· : ,,,,., , , 

• ,. · , •:, ~J · ;:I 1: )(,~ '! ·~j· __ .,., I ·1dj 1•• ..-'l'JdJI•_1:"iJ 1!1''1 ~-.: 1 ,;-: ,_.,. :: j,, f1••J.tJ·rr_1 1;_ 

Ad Article 4· 
• [ :':, l 

1
• '· l. I d. 

In the form given it in the attached draft, Article 4 represents the result of various propo­
s~ls to. the gen_eral effe~t that. -all me~' o~ goodwill• who• are: prepared 10 •suppor~ ·these' efforts, 
e1_ther mternatwnal or m'the mternabona~ field) should be given ·a sharein·the work' of ~rrioral 
d1sarmament. · Thus the Committee has successively referred to' the' assistance that ma:y be 
given by administratiOnS,' by intellectual CircleS and• 'by Va'tiOiJS I ·national "Or I interna'tiona} 
groups. ; '. j ; I'~ _ •• ~. l - \ l' ' r ; ,I I. ! ' ': I ! : I ' \ <.-'I .' '' l_ ',' j ' ' ~ : ' ' . : ) 

When. referring to administrations ,I' the Committee tnearit this term lto··cover Ministries 
of Education a~d the m?s~ su!tabl_e. forms. of international collaboration which they might 
mu~ually estabhsh ; parti~lpahon m meet~ngs of .committees of experts, establishment of 
national centres of educational documentation, etc.' 1 The collaboration of intellectual circles 
must also be under~tood in its wid~st sense. The Committee considers that all thinking men 
may u~fully ·as~ocJate themse~ves m _the work for peace; Its attention has also been drawn 
to certam practical measures m the mtellectual: .field. · :These are, in •particular, international 
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ebcha~g~ of p~ofessors and st~d~ts, including m_eas~res for g~aranteeing to professors sent 
a. roa . e mrunten:mce of their nghts to promotion and pension in their country of origin. 
LikeWise t~e Co~mit~e~ thought that equivalence of diplomas might encourage students to 
a~~er;j fo~ei~l un~versiti~s. The Committee also wished to emphasise the importance of indi­
VI u an co ective for~Ign. travel by students or schoolchildren, and exchanges of correspon­
dence be~ween schoolchi~d~en o~ various countries. The Committee also considered that other 
forms of mtellectual actiVIty ~Ight p~omote t~e aims of moral disarmament by encouraging 
mu~ual knowledge of ~he. spec~al gem us of different peoples, translations of foreign works, 
their pur~ase by pub!Ic hbranes, etc.· .By including in its text a passage relating to all the 
other b_od1es which Wish for pe3:ce, the Committee wished to give effect to a very valuable 
suggestion of t~e French delegation ; the latter emphasised the importance of assistance from 
men _of _goodwill of all classes,. workers' organisations, war veterans' and disabled soldiers' 
assoc~at~ons and also so-called voluntary associations-associations of the churches, women's 
ass?ciahons, etc .. T~e ~ommittee accepted the view of the French delegation and, while unable 
to ms~rt a )on~ hst I~ .Its ~raft, requested its Rapporteur to give the widest possible inter­
pretation to th1s proviSion m the text. 

By the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article 34, the Committee intended to enable States 
to maJ{~ jlSe.of sp~ci~ Pa,tio~al 01;ganisations for the realisation of moraJ disarmament. These 
latter, m the Committees v1ew, should have simultaneously a national and an international 
scope. They s~ould esta~lish close links of collaboration between country and country. 
Among the bod1es most smtable for this task, the Committee mentioned the National Intel­
l~ctual .Co-operation • C<;>mmittees; and :cop.~idered that the, creation or development of these 
should be. ~ncouraged.. The Committee did .not however wish to exclude other bodies to 
whiCh Government~ might 'alsd think fit) to entru'st certain '~esponsibilities. · • · 

rn:. ' Qu:EsiroNs 'coNiHDERErl BY Tim COMMITTEE IN REGARD TO WHICH lT DECIDED NOT TO 
' I ' ~ ~ : • . ' • 1 - - J ' j I • : ' • • ' i . . ' ' • . ' . • ; I ' . ' ' • . I ' ' I : ' ' ' . 

MAKE AS YET ANY PROPOSALS. . ' . . 
r~ o ) ' , ~ 0 I ' : I : • :; 

' . 

'Metho~s:,P,i {i.,ppl~~~ti~~." ' .. ·. 
J! ~ :-..:- ;jol •i '_1 I L; ')of!., fj'O_I,• • • ' '·"! :1 I' •'"'/ I I' I 'tl, ", ·. •' • • 

,. , , . : Jn the,cour~e ,of ,its. 71\'0rk,: .th~ Cowmittee dis,cussed the desirability o~ including certain 
pr~v:isionl) p~l~~ing to ,¢e, me¢od.s 0~ applicatio~ ,()Uhe, Ufldertakings proposed. . . . · .. 

! '' •.• . ,, 

' I I .'! 1] ; • I 1' ·:' -. 
1 

'. •. ' , ) , I: 'I : : • _ ' . ..- to .': r · ': ' I • • J 

Without expressing a definite view, th.e Committee thought it might be possible torecom" 
mend a system ·by. which an.annual report would be submitted, either by an official department 
or: by 'the N a: tiona). Intellectual Co-operation Committees or by another suitable body, on the 
measures· taken in the different countries. for the application of the provisions in question. 
rn case this:proposal:wereadopted,.,the,Committee;also discussed what would be the most 
suitable body to consider such reports : the Permanent Disarmament Commission, the Inter" 
national Intellectual Co-operation, Committee, or the fust of these. commit.tees assisted by the 
second;: ·The publication of these annual reports with or without comments was also considered 
by.the1 Coi:nmittee.r . • ' i · 
J 1::; lP•_'.:if;_t 'J,!i j,, .i.'l ,s~f[l 

'•!;!II >f
1 i )J; J·•·otJl ·r! f~:t_j.,· 

Complaints .of. Breaches...:'..-· 

Furth!!r, without the Committee taking a decision on the subject, the question was also 
raised whetheF a procedure should not be provided for the investigation by an international 
body of compla'ints that might arise of breaches of the proposed agreements. The Committee 
merely'fuade·'a>preliminary·study' of certain possibilities. It did not think it opportune to 
recommend any procedure to the General Commission. It thought that the General Com­
mission should itself ,decide, seeing that. the General Commission will have to take a decision 
on all. thJ methods of procedure for ensuring the execution of the various provisions in regard 
to material disarmament. 

The Committee nevertheless decided to place itself at the disposal of the General Com­
jnission.C"if,' a:t~ the; appropriate momerit, .'tlie Jatter thought fit to entrust it .with the study 
of certain measures of application relating to the realisation of moral disarmament. The 
Committee is therefore ready to comply·'with•'any request of the General Commission and will 
follow any instructions that the Commission ma~~~ide to give. 

Provisional Form ·of the Draft .. 

' ; • 11 .. : .• ' . ' ' - ' ' . 

In virtue of the resolution adopted by it on June 2nd last, the Committee has giv~n. the 
form of a Preamble and articles to the text which it forwards to the General Commission ; 
these might, if necessary, be embodied in the text of a General Convention. ·Nevertheless, 
the Committee did not wish to prejudge the question of the form to be finally selected as most 
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appropriate. On this point also, the Committee thought that t~e fin~ decision should r~t 
with the General Commission. The Moral Disarmament. C?m~tte~ :Will be able to ~odif_y 
and adapt the text in accordance with the General Comrmss10n s decisions and on the lines ~t 
may indicate. · . 

In order to show clearly that it did not desire to prejudge the fo~ which the texts 
forwarded to the General Commission would finally assume, ~he Committee took c~re to 
suggest formulre which would enable States to accept undertakings on a scale proportionate 
to the constitutional and legal means at their disposal. 

While reserving to the General Commission the final decision as to the legal form and the 
place to be given to the moral disarmament provisions among the va~ous t~xts adopted 
by the Conference, the Committee thought that the former could not receive their final shape 
until all the other provisions adopted by the Conference were known. 

Conf.D.{C.D.M.38. 

Geneva, December rst, 1933. 

LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE BY THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE MORAL DISARMAMENT COMMITTEE ON DECEMBER IST, 1933. 

I have the honour to forward herewith for your consideration and that of the Bureau, and 
for ultimate transmission to the General Commission, the draft text approved by the Committee 
for Moral Disarmament, concerning teaching, co-operation between intellectual circles and 
others working for peace, broadcasting, performances and the cinematograph (document 
Conf.D.{C.D.M.36). . 

The Committee did not deem it appropriate to recommend to the General Commission 
a procedure to be followed for carrying out the provisions set forth in the articles in question 
until the General Commission has indicated methods of ensuring the execution of the articles 
on material disarmament. This procedure would include the question of periodic reports on 
the progress of the work of moral disarmament, methods of addressing complaints and action 
to be taken concerning them, and the organ to be set up for the receipt and publication of 
reports and complaints. 

As was set forth in the resolution adopted by the Committee on June 2nd, 1933, which was 
transmitted to you in my letter of June 3rd, 1933, the Committee is of the opinion that these 
provisions should stand on the same footing as the provisions regarding material disarmament 
in the final texts to be adopted by the Conference. · · 

I am also forwarding to you the report prepared by the Rapporteur, M. Komarnicki, 
concerning the text adopted by the Committee (document Conf.D.{C.D.M.37). I need hardly 
state that both the Rapporteur and myself will be pleased to furnish any additional information 
concerning these texts which may be requested by the members of the Bureau or the General 
Commission. · 

Lastly, may I add for your information that the Committee had expected to consider in 
the first fortnight of December the question of the co-operation of the Press in the work of 
moral disarmament, and the question of the adaptation of municipal laws to meet the present 
stage of development of international life. In view of the adjournment of the Bureau and 
of the General Commission, I believe that the Committee might profitably meet at the time 
when the Bureau is in a position to proceed to the preparation of texts for. the second reading 
of the draft Convention in the General Commission. 

,,_ 
.~· 

Official No. : Conf.D.fBureau 56. 

Geneva, April roth, 1934. 

LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU (FIFTY-FIFTH MEETING) 

(April lOth, 1934.) 

President of the Conference : 

Mr. Arthur HENDERSON (United Kingdom). 

Honorary President: , 
M. G. MorrA (Switzerland). ~ 
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Vice~Presidents of the Conference: 

United States of America : 
Mr. H. R. WILSON. 

Argentine Republic: 
Dr. E. Ruiz GUINAZU. 

Austria: 
M. E. PFLUGL. 

B~lgium: 

• , Count CARTON DE WIART. 
M. M. BOURQUIN. 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 
Mr. A. EDEN. 

Czechoslovakia : 
M. E. BENE~. 

France: 
M. R. MASSIGLI. 

Italy : 
. Marquis A. MELI LUPI DI SoRAGNA. 

japan: 
M. N. SATO. 

Poland: 
Count E. RACZYNSKI. 
Brigadier-General S. BURHARDT-J;lUKACKI. 

spain: 
M. L6PEZ OuvA.N. 

Sweden: 
M. SANDLER. 
M. K. I. WESTMAN. 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: 
M. Boris STEIN. · 

Presidents of Commissions: 

Land: 

,. . 

. ~..4! 

Naval: 
M. E. ,MoRESCO (Netherlands). 

Air: 

National Defence Expenditure: 
Dr. A. DE VASCONCELLOS (Portugal). 

Vice-President of the General Commission·: 

M. If. POLITIS (Greece). 
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Official No. : ~nf.D.fBureau 58. 

Geneva, April 23rd, I934· 

COMMUNICATION BY THE PRESIDENT REGARDING MEETINGS 
OF THE BUREAU AND OF THE GENERAL COMMISSION 

Referring to the decisions taken by the Bureau on April roth in respect of the meetings 
of the Bureau and of the General Commission respectively on April 30th and May· 23rd, the 
President of the Conference has the honour to inform the members of the Bureau that, in view 
of recent developments, it has been considered that no useful purpose could be achieved by 
the Bureau meeting at the date referred to above. 

It has also been suggested that, if any meeting of the Bureau be considered necessary, 
it should be held on the eve of the meeting of the General Commission or even on the same day. 

The President would be grateful to the members of the Bureau if they could let him know 
by telegram (addressed to the League of Nations Secretariat in Geneva) if they would agree 
to hold the meeting of the Bureau at ro.30 in the morning of May 29th and the meeting of the 
General Commission in the afternoon of the same day. 

The suggested change as regards the date of the meeting of the General Commission will 
make it possible for certain delegates to attend the meeting in person, which they wo-uld be 
prevented from doing if the date of the 23rd were adhered to . 

. , Official No. : Conf.D.fBureau 60. 

Geneva, May 28th, I934· . 

. ' 

LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU 
(FIFTY -SIXTH TO SIXTY -FIRST MEETINGS) 

(May 28th to .June 11th, 1934.) 

President of the Conference : 

Mr. Arthur HENDERSON (United Kingdom). 

Honorary President : 

M. G. MoTTA (Switzerland). 

Vice-Presidents of the Conference: 

United States of America: 
Mr. Norman DAVIS. 

Argentine Republic : 
Dr. E. RUiz GUINAZU. 

Austria: 
M. E. PFLOGL. 

Belgium: 
M. P. HYMANS. 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 
Sir John SIMON. 
Mr. A. EDEN. 

Czechoslovakia : 
M. E. BENE~. 

France: 

M. L. BARTHOU. 

Italy: 

Baron P. ALOISI. 
Marquis A. MEL! LUPI DI SORAGNA. 



japan: 
M. N. SATO. 

Poland:. 
M. BECK. 
Count E. RACZYNSKI. 

spain: 
M. S. DE MADARIAGA. 

Sweden: 
M. SANDLER. 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.: 
1\L M. LITVINOFF. 

-935-

Presidents of Commissions : 

Land: 
M. E. BuERO (Uruguay). 

Naval: 
M. E. MoRESCO (Netherlands). 

Air: 
Dr. C. L. LANGE (Norway), Rapporteur. 

National Defence Expenditure : 
Dr. A. DE VASCONCELLOS (Portugal). 

Vice-President of the General Commission: 

M. N. PoLITIS (Greece). 

( .. 
Official No. : Conf.D.fBureau 63. 

Geneva, June 6th, 1934. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY THE FRENCH DELEGATION. 

The General Commission, 

Taking into consideration the resolutions submitted to it respectively by the delegations 
of six Powers, the Turkish delegation and the delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Repucblics.; d. f th . "t f th C f ti" • "t · k · h · · · onvmce o e necess1 y o e on erence con numg 1 s wor Wit a VIew to arnVIng 
at a General Convention for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments ; 

Resolved to continue without delay the investigations already undertaken, without 
prejudice to any private negotiations into which Governments may wish to enter in order to 
promote final success : 

I. 
I 

Having regard to the peculiar importance attaching to the prompt solution of certain 
problems to which attention was drawn at the beginning of the general discussion : · 

Takes the following decisions : 

(r) Security. 

(a) Since the results of the Conference's earlier investigations ·have enabled certain 
regional security agreements to be concluded in Europe during the past year, the General 
Commission requests the Political Commission to resume those investigations forthwith by 
such procedure as it may consider appropriate, with a view to the conclusion of further agree­
ments of the same nature and in order to· determine .their relationship, if any, to the General 
Convention. 

(b) The General Commission further requests the Political Commission to supplement 
if necessary the provisions adopted in the matter of supervision, and to proceed to devise 
guarantees of execution, the study of which has hitherto been held over. 1 
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(2) Air Forces. 

The General Commission instructs its Air Committee to resume forthwith the study of the 
questions set down in its resolution of July 23rd, 1932, under the heading " (I) Air Forces" 
(internationalisation of civil aviation, abolition of bombardment from the air, reduction of 
military ·air forces, etc.). 

(3) Mat~ufactt~re of and Trade in Arms. 

The General Commission requests its special Committee on questions relating to the 
manufacture of and trade in arms to resume its work forthwith and, in the light of the state­
ments made by the United States delegate at the meeting of May 30th, to report to it as early 
as possible on the solutions it recommends. 

These three Commissions will carry on theirwork on parallel lines, and it will be co-ordinated 
by the Bureau. 

II. 

Having thus defined the most urgent tasks, the General Commission leaves it to the Bureau 
of the Conference to take the necessary steps at the proper time to ensure that, when the 
President convenes the General Commission, it will have before it as far as possible a complete 
draft Convention. ' 

III. 

Being anxious that the new elements contributed to its efforts by the proposal of the 
delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics-that the Conference be declared a per­
manent institution under the title of the Peace Conference-should not be lost, the General 
Commission requests the President to submit that proposal (document Conf.D.fC.G.I63) to 
the Governments. 

Official No. : ·conf.D.fBureau 69 . . 
Geneva, November 2oth, 1934. 

LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU (SIXTY-SECOND MEETING) 

(November 20th, 1934.) 

President of the Conference: 

Mr. Arthur HENDERSON (United Kingdom). 
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United States of America: 
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Dr. E. Ruxz GUINAZU. 
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M. E. PFLUGL. 

Belgium: 
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United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 
Mr. A. EDEN. 

Czechoslovakia : 
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France: 
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M. R. MASSIGLI. 

Italy : 
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