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I. OPENING SPEECH BY M. AVENOL, 
• DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENEflAL OF 

THE LEAGUE, 

M. A VENOL,, Deputy Secretary-General : . 

,· Translation : Ladies and gentlemen -I have 
·.the honour on behalf of the Council of the League 
of Nations to welcome the delegations which 
have met here this morning for the important 
Conference on· Opium. 

·. . ~t is my hope that your work will lead to 
·.definite results, which will mark an important 
-~dvance in the great work begun some years 
. ~go by the Hague Convention, 

You may rely on the wholehearted co-ope
ration of all services in the Secretariat to aid 
you in your work. 

As in the case of preceding international con
ferences convened under the auspices of the 
League of Nations, the Council was anxious to 
entrust the direction of your proceedings to 
a President whose competence and impart¥!. ity 
would be universally recognised. The Council's 
choice fell on His Excellency M. Herluf Zahle. 
I have no need to introduce M. Zahle to you. 
As first delegate of Denmark he has attended 
all the Assemblies of the Lea_gue. He has 
been a member of the General Committee of 
those Assemblies, ·and again this year, as 
Chairman of the Fifth Committee, which dealt 
mainly with humanitarian questions, more par
ticularly with the opium question, his ability, 
authority and impartiality were appreciated 
by all his colleagues. I feel sure, therefor~, 
that all the delegations will warmly approve 
the choice made by the Council of the League. 

I request His Excellency M. Zahle to take the 
Chair. (Apptause.) . ~ · 

• 
•• 

2. PRESIDENCY OF THE CONFEP,ENi:E : 
WELCOME.TpTHE PRESIDENT. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States of• 
America) : · ~ 

On behalf of the delegates of the United States 
of America, it gives me the greatest pleasure to 
express our hearty approval at the election of 
M. Zahle as President of this Conference. 

M •. Suglmura (Japan) : 
' Translation : The Japanese delegation greatly 
appreciates the choice of the distinguished 
Chairman of the Fifth Committee of the fifth 
Assembly to conduct our debates on the 
complex question of dangerous drugs. M. Zahle, 
with his abilities, his lofty aspirations, and his 
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ideal of international solidarity, is the best 
possible representati~e of .the noble Danish 
nation. Our proceedmgs wJ!l thus take place 
under the lofty standard of justice and humanity. 
We may therefore feel every gratification i~ 
the judicious choice made by the Council 
of the League. , 

M. von Eckardt (Germar;~y); 
Translation' : Three years ago,· in reply to 

the invitation from the League of Nations, the 
German Government sent a representative to 
the Advisory Committee on the Traffic in 
OpiQm. It gladly .a':ails its~lf of this fur.th~r 
opportunity of ass1s~mg - m so far as 1t. ts 
able - in the solution of the problems With 
whj..ch this Conference is called upon to deal. 

Germany's recent Ie~islation is evidence. of 
her desire and resolutiOn to co-operate w1th 
al! countries in the campaign against. the abuse 
of opium and narcotics. Her legislation, w~ich 
was originally based on the Hague ConventiOn, 
has been substantially amended, full use having 
been made of the work of the Advisory Commit
tee, of the recommendations of the League, and 
of the experience gained by the authorities 
appointed to supervise the traffic in the drugs 
under consideration. 

I am happy to be able to state, without any 
reservation whatever,· that Germany will make 
every endeavour to render effective any mea
sures which this Conference may deem expe
dient for controlling and combating all forms 
of illegal trading in narcotics. This humani
tarian work, which is due to the praiseworthy 
initiative of the United States, will, I am sure, 
result in a Convention that will be approved 
and acclaimed by the entire world. If the 
text•of this Convention is drawn up in unam
biguous terms, it will obviate the results due to 
divergent or erroneous interpretations which 
are liable to jeopardise the success of a task 
that unites all countries in a lofty and disin
terested ideal.• 

M. N. Comnene (Roumania) : 
Translation : Ladies and gentlemen -Many 

of the delegates present in this room have taken 
part in preceding conferences and have had 
an opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
~1. Zahle and of appreciating his abilities and 
character. I s'hall therefore only be voicing 
the unanimous opinion of all those who are 
acquainted with M. Zahle if I ask him to be 
s.ood enoug~ to accept the Presidency of the 
Conference, 1f I offer our thanks to the Council 
of the League for its admirable choice. On 
bcha_lf of my own delegation, I warmly and 
cordmlly support the proposal which has been 
made to us. · 

, M. Falolonl (Italy) : 
Translation : I desire, on behalf of the 

Italian delegation, to welcome the President 
and members of the Conference. Italy has 
loyally observed the Hague Convention and 
has enacted. a law c~nta~n~ng severe regulations 
for preventmg the lllegtbmate sale of opium. 
She f~el~ gr~atly honoured in co-operating with 
the.dtstmgwshed representatives of the various 
!lations - to whom I tender cordial greetings -
~n the study and solution of a problem which 
~s of the most urgent character from the material, 
tnt.ellectual and,· more particularly, the moral 
pomts of view. 

Italy's interest in this questiol\ is mainly 
obJective and humanitarian, and she hopes and 
believes that the Conference will attain concrete 
and useful results. " 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba) : 
Translation : I have asked leave to speak 

on a question whicn is virtually a point of 
order. Now that some of the delegations to 
the Conference have expressed their warm 
approval of the selection of M. Zahle as Pre
sident, we should, I think, afford him an oppor
tunity of addressing the Conference himself, 
so that he may tell us what is in his mind and 
what are his desires and recommendations. 

Personally, Mr. President, I s.hall content 
myself with reminding you that you and I 
are the veterans of the League. I need not 
therefore offer you my congratulations, but 
I may say that the Cuban delegation warmly 
welcomes you as President. (Applause.) 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President, gentlemen - •It is with 

great pleasure that we welcome M. Zahle 
to the Chair. I am sure that this Conference, 
under his wise and able guidance, will not fail 
to obtain the successful results for which 
humanity is looking. 

3· OPENING SPEECH BY THE PRESIDENT, 

The President : 
Translation : Ladies and gentlemen 

The Council of the League of Nations has done 
me a great honour in appointing me President 
of this Conference which it has convened, and 
I wish to say here how much I appreciate the 
great compliment which the League has paid 
me by selecting me to direct the ·work of so 
important a meeting. On this occasion I 
a<iopt as my own the words spoken by the 
distinguished President of the second Assembly 
of' the League, His Excellency M. van Kame
beck : "Called upon to direct your work, 
I shall endeavour to be your devoted servant". 

In wishing you all a hearty welcome, gentle
men, let me assure you that I will do my utmost 
to merit the confidence which has been shown 
in me. 

We are met here to accomplish a task of 
great difficulty; but I am firmly convince9, that 
we are all here to do our best and that we shall 
leave no stone unturned to bring our work 
to a successful conclusion. In order to show 
you the full importance of this task, wi~h 
your permission I will briefly survey the mam 
points of the problem of opium and dangerous 
drugs. . 

It was about the year 1906 that certam 
Governments resolved to come to the assistance 
of China and to help her in the struggle against 
the evil of opium smoking, which had so long 
been the scourge of her people. As a conse
quence of the movement against this evil 
which was thus taking shape, an Interna-. 
tiona! Opium Commission ~a~ . c.onstituted 
in 1909 at Shanghai, on the mttiahve o~ the 
United States Government. The Prestdent 
of the Shanghai Commission was an American, 
Bishop Brent, one of the men who has done most 
to combat the traffic in narcotics and who was_,
destined later to become the President of the 
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First International Conference at The Hague. 
I am particularly glad to see· Bishop Brent 
among us to-day as a member of the United 
Syates delegation. His great experience in the 
)IUestion of narcotics will be of inestimable 

/value to the Conference. I wish to lay special 
emphasis on the devoted work which certain 

· American citizens have done in this connection 
and on the keen interest taken by the American 
public in the campaign· against the drug e\il, 
as. indeed, in all other humanitarian activities. 

The first Conference at The Hague - which 
was also convened on the initiative of the United 
States of America, although· the invitations 
were issued by the Netherlands Government -
profiting by the experience gained by the 
Shanghai Commission, succeeded in drawmg up 
an International Opium Convention which 
has, up to now, been the basis of all the legis• 
lative measures taken by countries wishing to 
combat effecth•ely the grave danger constituted 
by the use of narcotics. 

The first Opium Conference was followed 
by two other Conferences, also held at The 
Heague, in 1913 and 1914 respectively. After 
the third Conference, a Protocol was drawn 
uf at The Hague with a view to the application 
o the 1912 Convention. This Protocol could 
be signed by any Powet· which, having signed 
and ratified the Agreement of 1913, declared 
its intention of considering this Agreement 
as coming into force as far as that Power 
was concerned. 

The 19IZ Convention, which is termed the 
International Opium Convention, contains much 
more than its title would seem to imply. It 
deals not only with opium proper but also 
with its derivatives; it even also Jays down 

. provisions in regard to cocaine, which has 
nothing to do with opium. The Convention 
also gives an exact definition of the drugs 
which it proposes to control. 
· . As regards the entry into force of the Conven· 
tion, however, the position remained somewhat 
unsatisfactory during the first eight years : 
a change took place when the Peace Conference 
in 1919 decided to insert in the Treaty of Ver
sailles a special clause regarding the ratification 
of the Hague Convention. This clause, which 
constitutes Article 295 of the Treaty of Ver• 
sailles, stipulates that those of the <A>ntracting 
Parties which have not yet signed, or which have 
signed but not yet ratified, the Hague Conven· 
tion agree to bring the said Convention into 
force and for this purpose to enact the necessary 
legislation without delay, and in any case 
within .a period of twelve months from the 
corning into force of the Treaty. Further· 
more, the Contracting Parties agreed that 
ratification of the Treaty of Peace should be 

· deemed in all respects equivalent to the rati
fication of that Convention and to the signature 
of the Special Protocol which was opened at The 
Hague in accordance with the resolutions adop
ted by the third Opium Conference in 1914 for 
bringing the said Convention into force. 

A similar article was inserted in the Treaties 
of St. Germain, Neuilly and Trianon. An 
immense step forward was thus made ; while 
on the outbreak of hostilities no Power had 

, signed the Protocol for bringing the Convention 
" into force and only five signatures "·ere affixed 

to the Convention between 1914 and 1918, the 
"'- Prot~l has now been signed by about forty 
~untries. 

..... 

In virtue oi Artide 23 (c) of the Covenant 
of the League of Nations, the League has been 
entrusted \\ith the general supen·ision over the 
execution of agreements \\ith regard to the 
traffic in opium and other dangt•rous drugs. 
The campai!)n against the abuse of these drugs 
thus entered a new phase. 

The first Assembly of the League of Nations 
organised this work of supervision on a per
manent basis. A pt>rmant•nt Advisory Com
mittee on the Trame in Opium and other 
Dangerous Drugs wns constituted to assist thu 
Council and the Assembly of the League in 
all questions rdating to narcotics. 1 will 
mention later the activities of this Committee, 
but I would like to draw attention ht•re to the 
remarkable work done during the various 
sessions of the Committee towards the gr~at 
end for which we are aU working. 

The States particularly intt·rcsted in this 
question were asked to nominate m1•m bc.·rs t!tl 
this Committee. In addition, the Committee 
also includes three assessors, sl'11•ctrd for their 
special qualifications, their wide experience 
and their admirable zeal. I rdt·r to 1\lrs. 
Hamilton Wright. Sir John jordan and 
l\1. Henri Brenier. As its name implirs, the Advi
sory Committee's task is to give advice to 
the Council and the Assembly of the League, 
which are the bodies competent to take any 
final decisions in questions of this kind. 

The Committee first of all directed its 
efforts into the two following channels : 

(a) Steps taken to ensure the application 
of the provisions of the International 
Convention of J9U ; 

(b) Steps taken with a view to aupplc· 
rnenting these provisions ; • 

for experience has shown that the Convention 
requires a number of additions. 

In respect of the first part of the Committee's 
work, I must refer to the efforts which it has 
made, through the Council and the AMsembliet, 
to persuade all States to ratify the Convention 
of 19U. These efforts have been crowned 
with success. A large number of States have 
adhered to the Convention, and many of them 
have already taken the necessary steps to 
bring their mternal legi11lation into line with 
the provisions of the Convention. • 

I should also make particular reference to 
the work accomplished by the Committee ·at 
regards import certificates; the aystcm rccom· 
mended by the Committee in 1922 has no)V 
been adopted by most of the signatory Go.y
ernments. 

I should also refer to the important ·work 
accomplished in the way of controlling traffic 
in free ports, and the transit trade. 

With a view to obtaining the maximum of .. 
international co-operation in the campaign, 
against the drug peril, it has been decided that 
Governments should exchange information con- , 
cerning the seizures of drugs in their territory. 
Naturally, such an exchange is of the highest 
importance when it is a question of prosecuting 
and punishing individuals carrying on unlawful 
traff1c. 

In this connection we should also refer to the 
work accomplished by the Committee with a 
view to giving full effect to Article 21 (b) of 
the Hague Convention concerning the "exchange 
of statistical information as regards the trade 
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in raw opium, . prepared. opium, morphine, 
cocaine, and the1r respective salts, as wei~ as 
in the other drugs or their salts or pr~pa~;ttJOns 
referred to in the present ConventiOn . The 
Secretariat also receives information in regard 
to the laws, rules and ordina~ces concer~ing 
narcotics which arc in force m the vanous 
countries. 

In order to make good the omissions in the 
Convention of 1912, the Advisory Commit~ee 
found that it was necessary to adopt a pohcy 
of limiting the production of raw materials 
from which narcotic drugs are manufactured. 
The information in its possession shows that 
there is an enormous over-production of opium. 
It has even been calculated that present pro
duction is ninety /er cent in excess of the 
world's medical an scientific needs. 

Such a restriction of the production of raw 
waterials will involve great sacrifice on the 
part of countries in which the poppy and the 
coca leaf are cultivated, such as China, India, 
Turkey, Persia and certain Balkan States, 
and -as regards the ·coca leaf- such as Java, 
Peru and Bolivia. Any restriction involving 
the sacrifice to which I have referred can 
naturally only prove effective if an international 
agreement is reached between all producer and 
consumer countries. In order to reach this 
agreement, we must all be really desirous of 
attaining a r~sult. We must be resolute in 
overcoming the difficulties which we shall 
perhaps encounter, but which are not insupe
rable. 

During its fifth session the Advisory Com
mittee, on the proposal of the United States 
delegation, adopted certain resolutions for the · 
limitation of the quantities of narcotics which 
may be manufactured. These resolutions were 
submitted to the fourth Assembly of the League. 
The Assembly approved the proposals of the 
Advisory Committee, suggesting that the various 
Governments should examine the question of 
limiting the manufacture of drugs and the pro
duction of raw materials, with a view to con
cluding an agreement for this purpose. 

In December 1923, the Council of the League 
approved the decision of the Assembly· and 
decided that two Conferences should be con
vened at Geneva in November 1924. It was 
decided that all Governments of States Members 
of the League or parties to the Convention 
of 1912 should be invited to send delegates 
to the second of these Conferences. A Prepa
ratory Committee was instructed to draw up 
a. draft programme for this Conference and 
t'> submit the draft to all States invited to 
partir:i pate. 

Th.e Preparatory Committee held several 
meetmgs under the Presidency of M. Van 
~ettum. (Netherlands)· and examined all the 
mformatlon collected, since it became the duty 
·of the League of Nations to supervise any 
a~reements concluded. These documents fur-

t mshed a certain amount of information con
cerning both present production and the world's 
legitimate requirements in narcotics. 

A Mixed Sub-Committee had been formed 
by. the Advisory Committee on ·the Traffic in 
Opmm a.nd the Health Committee of the League 
to ~ons1dcr the question of the legitimate 
reqmrements of all countries in the matter 
of dru~s. Thi~ Mixed Sub-Committee reported 
~hat .'t constdt•red 6oo milligrammes per 
mhabttant per annum mi~ht be regarded as the 

maximum quantity of raw opium required 
for medicinal and scientific needs. The Health· 
Committee took note of this report and expressed 
the opinion that 450 milligrammes would be 
a more correct estimate for countries possessing 
an adequate medical system. On examing ' 
these figures, the Preparatory Committee decided 
to r~quest further information on this subject, 
particularly as regards the methods by which 
the figures in question had been obtained. 
The Health Committee replied by a letter in 
which th~ figures were considerably reduced, 
but as th1s letter was received after the disso
lution of the Preparatory Committee, the latter 
was not able to examine it. It has, however 
been distributed to the former members of 
this Committee and, if you think it necessary, 
I will have it distributed to the present Con
ference. 

The report of the Preparatory Committee 
was sent to all Governments and also to the 
Advisory Committee during its session held in 
August this year. The Preparatory Committee 
was unable to submit a single draft programme 
for the Second Conference. The American, 
British, French and Dutch members had each 
framed a separate draft Convention. The 
proposals of the British and American delegates 
aimed at the conclusion of a formal agreement 
between the producing and manufacturing 
States, under which the latter would themselves 
restrict their manufactures of narcotics in ' 
accordance with an estimate, to be fixed by the 
Governments, of their medical requirements. 
The Netherlands proposals had as their object 
the indirect limitation of the manufacture of 
cocaine, to be effected by a gradual decrease 
in the production of coca leaves. The French 
proposals provided for the application of more 
effective measures than those at present in 
force for national and international control, 
with a view to effecting a reduction in the output 
of the manufactured products. 

As the Preparatory Committee had been 
unable to agree tlpon a uniform plan, the 
Advisory Committee, which met· in August, 
decided to effect a compromise between the 
different schemes ; for this purpose, it drew 
up a series of measures which might furnish 
a satisfactory basis for the work of the Confe
rence and prepare the way for a final agreement. 

The measures contemplated by the Advisory 
Committee may be summarised as follows : 

(1) The conclusion of a number of agree
ments for restricting imports and ex
ports of narcotics and raw materials to 
such quantities as are required for 
medical and scienti fie purposes ; 

(2) The framing of a number of proposals 
for strengthening the provisions of the 
Hague Convention, more especially 
those relating to the control of imports 
and exports. 

The adoption of these proposed measures 
does not imply that all ~embers of t~e P_r':pa
ratory Committee have Withdrawn theu ongmal 
proposals. But as these measures submitted 
by the Advisory Committee were adopted 
after the Committee had taken cognisance of 
the schemes drawn up by several members of 
the Preparatory Committee, it might perhaps 
be possible first to examine whether t~e .draft 
could be used as a basis of our prelimmary 
discussions. 
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I have one more thing to say before I con
clude.. A proposal was made that the repre
seJrtahves of private associations should be 

/~d~tte~ .to the Conference and should give 
thc:1r opm10n on the questions under discussion. 
~1s would create no precedent ; by adopting 

· t~1s proposal we should establish no new prin
Ciple. At the I9IZ International Conference 
at The Hague, and also at other international 
conferences, representatives of philanthropic 
ass?cia~ions were . a~mitted and expressed 
the1r VIews and the1r Wishes on the points which 
concerned them. I therefore submit this matter 
to !D.Y colle~gues in order that we may take a 
dec1s1on on it as soon as possible. 

In commencing our work you will, I hope, 
remember that the aim we have in view is to 
provide a really effective weapon to fight a 
scourge which has become increasingly danger
ous to mankind. The evil which we are here 
to combat has spread to all classes of society and 
to almost all countries. I need not say that 
we must attempt to cure those who have al
ready contracted the pernicious habit of mor
phinomania and cocainomania. But our main 
endeavour must be to prevent these vices from 
claiming new victims. I would beg you more 
~specially to think o~ their danger for the young ; 
If we have the des1re that future generations 
shall be really well armed for life's struggle, 
we must protect them against a peril which 
in these years following the world war, ha~ 
become an even greater menace and is certainly 
not unconnected with the economic and moral 
disturbances resulting from the terrible disaster 
of I9I4. 
~t me ~emind you that our aims can only be 

attamed If all States co-operate. National 
measures are insufficient to suppress the dan
gerous traffic in narcotics. We must endeavour 
to regard this international programme in 
its true aspect, which is humanitarian and 
social. We must not jeopardise the well
being of thousands of mankind for material 
reasons. 

It is in this spirit and in the hope that our 
work may mark a definite step forward towards 
the solution of this complex problem that I 
declare open the Second Opium Conference 
convoked under the auspices of the League of 
Nations. (Applause.) 

4· ADOPTION- OF THE AGENDA 
OF THE CONFERENCE. 

The President : 

Translation : The first subject we have to 
consider is the adoption of the agenda for the 
Conference, which is as follows : 

I. Election of Vice-President ; officers of 
the Conference and Commissions ; adop
tion of Rules of Procedure. 

2. Consideration of the measures which can 
be taken to carry out the Opium Con
vention of I9I2 with regard to : (I) a 
limitation of the amounts of morphine, 
heroin or cocaine and their respective 
salts to be manufactured ; (2) a limi
tation of the amounts of raw opium 
and the coca leaf to be imported for that 
purpose and for other medicinal and 
scientific purposes; (3) a limitation of the 
production of raw opium and the coca 

• 

leaf for export to the amount required 
for such medicinal and scientific pur
poses. 

I will ask the ddt'gates to let me know 
whether I may consider the gtneral agenda 
for the Conference as being adopted. 

As there is no objection, I take it that the 
agenda is adopted. 

Th1 •tn•J• •·•s •tle>pt~J. 
The Hon. stephen Q, Poner (United States 

of America) : 

Mr. President, I dt•sire to file a reservation 
on the agrnda. 

The United States ddrgation l't'spectfully 
reserves the ri~ht to move that the agenda 
be amended in the event of the First Conference 
not providing an efft•ctive means for the ~'WP· 
pression of the traffic in prepared opium or 
failing to reach an a~reement. 

We are confronted with an unfortunate 
situation which cannot be solved by an appeal 
to technicalities. Whether or not the findmg11 
of the First Conft•rence were to have bt•t•n 
reported directly to the second Conference, the 
latter at least needs to know tbt•m in ordt•r to 
deal tffcctively with the subject of production. 
The First Conference has thus fnr rt'aclwd no 
agreement, and we have nothing before us. 

The dictates of commonsen~c dt•mand a 
frank admission of the dilemma In which this 
failure to reach an agrtement has rlaccd the 
Second Conference and a consideration of the 
possibility and wisdom of widening the scoj1e 
of our discussion to include the "ubjqct of t 10 

progressive suppression of the traffic in prepared 
opium. The Hague Convention lays th• res
ponsibility for this matter upon all the contract· 
mg Powers without distinction. 

It is only fair to state that the representative~ 
of the United State~. fore!l(•elng the possibi
lity of such a situation as has ari~en, conMis
tently contended at the meetings of the Fifth 
Committee of the Assembly of 1923 for one 
instead of two Conferences. In vaew of these 
facts, the United State• delegation respectfully 
reserves the right to move the amendment 
of the agenda in the event of the I:int Confe
rence not providing an effective mean11 for t~e 
suppression of the traffic in prepared opium 
or failing to reach an agreement. 

The Preelden& 1 

Translation : The members of the Conferrnce 
take note of the statement made by tl}e fint 
delegate of the United States ; it will be inserted 
in the record of the present meeting. 

• 
• 

S· ELECTION OF THE VICE-PRESIDENTS 
OF THE CONFERENCE. 

The Pr•lclent : 

Translation : With reference to the next 
item on the agenda, namely, the election of a 
Vice-President, I would venture to suggest 
that we should appoint two Vice-Presidents. 
When I speak of two Vice-Presidents I do 
not mean a first and second Vice-President; 
my idea is that we should have two Vice-
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Presidents who would be on. an equal footin~. 
Unfortunately there is too httle space on th1s 
platform to ailow two Vice-Presidents to take 
th ir seats beside me. I would therefore 
pr~pose that· the Vice-Presidents whom · ~e 
elect should sit in turn on the platform m 
their official capacity. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : The Japanese delegation pro

poses as Vice-Presidents M. de Aguero y 
Bcthancourt (Cuba) and M. Sze (China). The 
long and brilliant careers of the first delegates 
of Cuba and China are known to all. I need 
not therefore make any observation on this 
proposal. Americ~J: and Asia will .be hapl?y 
to see representatives of all that IS best m 
those two continents elected as Vice-Presidents 
of the Conference. 

r 
The Preslden& : 
Translation : Has any delegate any other 

proposal to make concerning the nomination 
of the Vice-Presidents ? 

As the matter now stands, we have before 
us a proposal made by the Japanese delegation, 
and I am in complete sympathy with M. 
Sugimura's intentions in proposing two repre
sentatives, one for the American continent 
and the other for Asia. 

As no one else has any proposal to make, I 
may take it that you are in favour of the Japa
nese .delegate's motion. According to the usual 
rules of procedure, however - though these 
rules have not yet been voted - motions on 

· such questions are generally decided by ballot. 
As the rule regarding voting has not yet 

been determined, we might, with your consent, 
elect •by acclamation the two candidates pro
posed by the Japanese dctegation. 

If anyone, however, desires a ballot, we 
will proceed to hold one at once. (Applause.) 

Your applause is convincing evidence that 
we need not hold a ballot. I have therefore 
the honour to declare that His Excellency 
M. de Aguero y Bethancourt, delegate of Cuba, 
and His Excellency M. Sze, first delegate of 
China, are elected Vice-Presidents of the Second 
Opium Conference. I offer them a hearty 
~clcome upon their appointment as Vice-Pre
sidents and shall be happy to work in close 
co-operation with them. . 

I will reques~ M. de Aguero y Bethancourt, 
who ":flS nommated first by the Japanese 
delegation, to be good enough to take his seat 
on:.my right. (Appla!lse.) 

M. cle Aguero y Bethanoourt (Cuba) 
Tran~lation : I wish to thank my colleagues 

very smcerely for the honour which they 
~~v~ d?ne my country and for the mark of 
Glstmchon which they have just conferred 
upon myself. (APf'lar~se.) 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, -

I am deeply touched by the honour you have 
conft-~red up?n me by electing me as one of 
the \ 1ce-Pres1dents of this Conierence. I inter
pret your kind action less as a tribute to 
m_yself personally than as an honour that you 
Wish t? show to my country and to my people. 
In the1r n_ame I express my deep appreciation, 
coupled With my personal thanks. (Applause.) 

6. APPOINTMENT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON CREDENTIALS. 

The President : 
Translation : The next item on the agenda 

is the appointment of the Committee on Cre
dentials. You are aware that, according to 
the invitations sent out to the different Govern
ments, this Conference is composed of pleni
potentiary delegates, and that all delegates 
are provided - or shortly will be - with full 
powers. 

By the rules of procedure, these full powers 
should be forwarded to the Secretary-General 
of the League and then transmitted by him 
to a Committee. At the Assembly of the 
League this Committee consists of eight mem
bers, but, as the present Conference is smaller, 
I think five members would suffice. The 
Committee will examine the credentials of 
delegates and draw up a report. It will 
perhaps facilitate the proceedings if I submit 
a list of the members whom I would propose 
for the Committee. (Assent.) 

As you agree with my suggestion, I will 
propose the following names : 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba), Vice
President, Prince Charoon (Siam), :M. Clinchant 
(France), M. von Eckardt (Germany) and 
M. Jovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes). 

The reason why I put M. de Aguero y Bethan
court's name first on the list is not because his 
name begins with "A" nor because he is 
Vice-President of the ·Conference, but because 
he has, unless I am mistaken, been Rapporteur 
at each Assembly for the Committee on 
Credentials. He has therefore the widest 
possible experience on this matter. 

I would suggest to the Committee that it 
would be better not to draw up its report 
immediately, as some delegates may not yet 
be in possession of the necessary papers. 
I leave the Committee, however, entirely free 
to act as it considers best. 

The Conference approved the list of members for 
the Committee on Credentials submitted by the 
President. 

7• CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT RULES 
OF PROCEDURE, 

The President : 
Translation : The next item on the agenda 

is the examination of the draft rules of proce
dure, which are contained in Document 0. D. C. 
9· 

Does any delegate desire to speak on this 
question? 

M. Dendramla (Greece) : 
Trat~slation : I would like to ask for one 

or two explanations. The rules of procedure 
contain no reference to the question of voting 
on a motion. We should, I think, lay down 
a rule that, when it is a question of modifying 
a clause in the Hague Convention, all the , 
Members signatories of that Convention should., 
be unanimous. · 
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The Preeident : 
Trtmslatioll : Do the members of the Confe

rence desire that the draft rules should be 
examined by a Committee, which might also 

·consider the question raised by M. Dendramis ? 

M. Dendramle (Greece) : 
Trartslatio" : That \\'aS my intention. I 

should like, if possible, to have the rules referred 
for examination to a Committee which could 
push forward its work and submit a report 
without delay. 

The Preeldent : 
Trartslalioll : We have before us a proposal 

by the Greek. delegation that the draft rules 
of procedure should be referred to a Committee 
for examination. If no delegate desires to 
speak on the motion, I will request the Con
ference to appoint a Committee of seven 
members to investigate the question and report 
as speedily as possible. 

Does any delegate .desire to make a proposal 
regarding the membership of the Committee ? 
Or are you prepared again to allow me to 
select certain names ? 

As no suggestions are forthcoming, I propose 
the following seven delegates as members of 
the Committee : Dr. F. Bustamente (Spain), 
Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire), M. 
Dinichert (Switzerland), M. Pinto-Escalier 
(Bolivia), Dr. E. R. Sjostrand (Sweden), M. Sze 
(China) and M. Viverka (Czechoslovakia). 

The list was approved. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation: I would request the Committee 

on the Rules of Procedure to be good enough 
to meet as soon as possible to examine this 
question and draw up a report for submission 
to the Conference. 

The Committee will be able to meet this 
afternoon, as there will be no plenary meeting 
of the Second Conference. 

8. QUESTION OF THE AUDITION OF THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF PRIVATE ASSO. 
CIATIONS. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : In the speech with which 

I had the honour to open the meeting, I ven
tured to submit two suggestions, the first of 
which was that we should hear the represen
tatives of various private associations who 
are present at Geneva. I should be glad to 
have the views of the Conference on this matter. 
Should these representatives be heard by the 
Conference at a semi-official meeting,_ the records 
of which would be annexed to the records of 
the Conference ? 

I should add that the following have asked 
to address you on behalf of the organisations 
which they represent : 111. Koo, representative 
of the National Anti-Opium Association of 
China : M. Warnshuis, representative of the 
International Missionary Council ; Mr. Mac
Lennan, representative of the Conference of 

'" Missionary Societies. 
"'The Foreign Policy Association, represented 

' ·. 

by Mrs. Helen Moorhead, and the Catholic 
Students' Union, repl't'st'nted by Mgr. Eugene 
Beaupin and l\1. Louis \'ogt, have abo asked 
that their repn:sentatives should be pt'rmitted 
to attend the Second Opium Conference, and, 
if necessary, give any rl'lt•\·ant information on 
the subjects undt•r discussion. 

I should like to know wht•ther the Conft•rence 
considt'rs that these represt•ntatiws should be 
heard before the opening of our St'nt'ml dis
cussion or in the course of that diseussion. 
We might perhaps hear some l't'prt•st'ntatives 
before the · discussion and otht•rs later. I 
should like to know my colleagues' viev.-s on 
this point. 

M. Buero (Uruguay) : 
Translation : May I wnture to remind 

you of a precedent cn•ated at last Yl'I\I'II 
Conference on the Simplification of Culltoi1l!l 
Formalities ? Certain representatives of the 
International Chambc:r of Commt·rce partie!· 
pated in the Conference and took their scats 
among the delegates in the capacity of cxprrts. 
They asked to be allowed to address the Con
ference on the points which interested them 
and the Conference took their opinions into 
consideration. These represl'ntatives, howevl'r, 
were not entitled to vote. The present Confe
rence might adopt the same procedure regarding 
the private organisations represented here. 

The Right Rev. Charl11 H. Brenl (United 
States of America) : 

My recollection of the Hague Conference I~ 
that we admitted six rcprescntativea of pri· 
vate associations at an informal mrt•ting ~hlch 
unfortunately was held in the middle or our 
deliberations and not at the bt•ginning of the 
Conference. 

It seems to me highly dt•sirable that repre
sentatives of these various as!lociations ahould 
address the Conference, but I am of the opinion 
that it would be very unfortunate to have them 
sitting with the delegations, or for them to 
have the right of speaking during the Confe
rence. It would aeem to be much wi~cr to 
fix a date on which they &hould appur, when 
they would all have an opportunity of putting 
the1r views before the Conference. • 

M. de Aguero 'I Bethancourl (Cuba), Vice-
President : · 

Translation : As the delegate of Urugudy 
and Bishop Brent have just pointed out, there 
are precedents in connection with this matter. 
The representatives of different a~110ciations 
or organisations have been heard by other inter
national conferences. At the Inh!rnational .. 
Conference on Transit and at the London Confe
rence on Maritime Navigation, which I attended; 
we heard a number of association!! which gave 
their views in an expert capacity and afforded • 
us valuable assistance. 

It may not, perhaps, be possible to ask 
the representatives of all the associations to 
remain here throughout the session ; some of 
them probably will not have time to do so. 
I~ w.ould be both courteous to these orga
msatlOns and helpful t~ the Conference in 
its work for the humanitarian object which 
it has in view if we were to fix two dates 
between which the representatives of private 
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associations would be heard - or, a!terna
tivcly, we might permit them to.take the1~seats 
among us throughout . the sesswn. I.t IS for 
the associations to decide whethe_r their repr~
sentatives will be able to remam here unt.d 
the end of the session. If, however, their 
·representatives at ten de~ only som~ of . our 
debates and, if after the1~ depart':lre, discussions 
arose on subjects regardmg w~1ch ~he Conf~
rence might have need of their ass1stanc~, It 
would be regrettable that it should be depnved 
of this advantage. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I entirely agree with the views expressed 

by Bishop Brent. If the represe?tatives of the 
private associations are to be permitted to add.ress 
the Conference I think it would be the nght 
course for them to speak on a cert~in .day. The~e 
auociations are private assoc1atwns ; their 
representatives are private individ':lals, ~~:nd it 
seems to me that it would be mcons1stent 
with the constitution of this Conference to 
allow them to sit among us and to give them 
the right to speak. . 

I understand that the representatives of 
these associations desire to be allowed formally 
to state their views at a meeting of the Co~
fcrence. I think we shall all agree that th1s 
proposal is a desirable one and I suggest that 
1t should be adopted and that the represen
tatives of the associations should be heard at 
the beginning of our session and before the 
general discussion takes place. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) 
I most warmly support the sugge~tion made 

by ilishop Brent and seconded by Sir Malcolm 
Dclevingne. We are here as plenipotentiary dele
gates, and it does not seem to me to be possible 
for the representatives of private associations 
to take part in our disc~ssions. , 

M, Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : The Japanese delegation en

tirely supports the views expressed by M. Buero 
and M. de Aguero y Bethancourt. Their 
opinion is based on their personal experience 
and on the traditions of the League. The 
constitution of this Conference does not pre
vent '\Is from attaching value to the opinions 
of the representatives of private associations. 
It might even be necessary for us to co-operate 
with them, for they represent public opinion. 
In so far as it is possible, I think it desirable 
that they should take part in the discussions, 
without, of course, having the right to vote. 

• Mr. Campbell (India) : 
• May I say that I entirely agree with the views 
expressed by Bishop Brent, Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne and M. van Wettum? It seemsto me, 
however, that it is perhaps undesirable to con
tinue the discussion. 

If it were continued, I should like to press 
a formal point as to the constitution of the 
Conference, but one of the representatives 
concerned has explained to me, on his own 
behalf, and he thinks he is speaking on behalf 
of the representatives of the other associations, 
that they do not desire to sit in the Conference 
and take part in the discussions on the same 

footing as the other delegates, with the onfy 
difference that they have no right to vote. 
This is not part of their request. I gather · 
that the proposal made by Bishop Brent is 
acceptable to the representatives ·and that. 
they would actually prefer it. 

M. Ferreira (Portugal) : 
Translation : In view of my experience at 

the first Hague Conference, I desire to support 
Bishop Brent's proposal. 

M. Cllnchant. (France) : 
Translation : I whole-heartedly concur in 

the views of Bishop Brent, Sir Malcolm Dele
vingne, Mr. Campbell and M. Ferreira, on the 
grounds which they have given. 

Dr. Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : The private associations were 

asked if they could send delegates to sit through
out the Conference. We have not yet had 
any definite information. on the point. We 
might, I think, therefore postpone a decision 
until we know the situation. · 

M. Buero (Uruguay) : , 
Translation : I should like to point out 

that I have not made any definite proposal. 
The President asked the members of the Confe
rence to express their views on this question. 
I made a reference to what was done at the 
Customs Conference last December and, in 
order to hasten the proceedings, I ventured 
to make a simple suggestion, but I wish to 
repeat that it is not a formal proposal. 

The Preeldent. : 
Translation : I should be glad to know 

whether M. Sugimura's proposal should be 
considered as a formal motion or as an obser
vation of a general nature. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : Mr. Campbell, delegate of 

India, has informed us that the representatives 
of the private associations do not _desire to 
sit in the Conference on the same footmg as the 
representatives of the Governments: Th~re, 
is therefore no reason for further discussion ' ' . and I am prepared to withdraw my motlon. 

. M. de Aguero y Bethancourt. (Cuba) : 
Translation : We have two questions to 

settle : first, a question of courtesy towards 
the private associations, and, secondly, the 
.question whether it would be helpful for the 
Conference to hear the views of their represen
tatives. 

I was in agreement with Bishop Brent's 
opinion, but I had no intention of implying 
that the associations should be given the same 
rights as the accredited delegates to the Con~ 
ference. 

The President. : 
Translation : I may conclude from the 

discussion that the members of the Conference 
desire to hear the representatives of the pri
vate associations. 
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We have now to decide upon the day on 
wlu1:b they will be heard. Should we hear 
them before we begin the general discussion 
o.r would it be better to.set aside a day after 
the general discussion has been concluded ? 
'I have just been informed that the rep~n
tati\·es themsehres would prefer to state their 
views at the end of this week. 

It may perhaps be difficult to decide the 
qQestion at the present moment, and I propose 
that we should leave it in abeyance. We might, 
however, begin the general discussion. This 
would enable delegates to get into touch with 
the private associations. 

• 
M, Dendramla (Greece) : 
Translation : I suggest that the GenE-ral 

Committee of the Conference should be left free 
to decide upon the day on which the represen

. tatives of the private associations should be 
heard by the Conference. 

The Pl"eeldent l 

Translation : There is no General Committee 
in the strict sense of the term. I presume that 
the Greek delegate's proposal refers to the 
President and Vice-Presidents. 

. Mr. Campbell (India) : 
I understand that the representatives of the 

private associations would prefer not to speak 
at the beginning of the Conference, and would 
appreciate it if a date could be fixed later on 
by arrangement with them. They arc, of 
course, desirous to meet the convenience of 
the Conference in this matter, and possibly 
a date could be fixed later by direct commum
cation with the President or with the Secre
tariat. 

'The PNeldenl: 
. Translafi,,,. : Most dd,•gah's are. I think, 
in favour of tbe proposal that the Presidt•nt and 
\'ice-Pres.idt•nts should get into touch \\ith the 
representatives of the private associations and 
attempt to come to an arrangement whid1 
would suit thl"m and the Conft•rence. 

Tlt1 dot'l proposalii'IIS lldoP,tJ_. 

9· ADOPTION AS A BASIS FOR PRELIMI· 
NARY DISCUSSION OP THE SERIES 
OF MEASURES ELABORATED BY THE 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ONTHETRAF· 
FIC IN OPIUM AND OTHER DANQE• 
ROUS DRUGS. 

The Pl"eeldenl: 
Tr~~~tsl11lio11 : There is only one othrr point 

on which I htwe to consult you. In my opt•n· 
ing spE>Cch I ventured to suggest thnt Wt'e 
should take as a basis for our Jlrdlminm·y 
discus!lions tbe 11erics of mcn~ures adnptcd by 
the Advi>~ory Committee on the Trame in 
Opium at its last scs~ion. You all know 
what the!le measurn are. I propo!!e that we 
should hold only a short discU!Illion on t hit 
point. but it is, I think, nt'Ct'll~ary to have a 
base from which to start. Ddcgates are, of 
course, J>t.•rfcctly free to muke any t~lht•r 
proposal. 

Does anyone else wish to 11peak on t hi11 point ? 
As no one has raisl'd any objection to my 

proposal, I take it a1 adopted, 
Til1 proposal was odofoltd. 

Til1 Conference 'o" 111 1.40 p.tn. 
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Io. PROVISIONAL ADOPTION OF THE 
DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURE OF 
THE CONFERENCE, 

The President : 
Translation : The Committee which we 

appointed yesterday to examine the rules 
of procedure has not yet concluded its work. 
I hope that it will be able to do so to-day and 
that the Conference will be in possession of its 
report at our next meeting. 

As I am unable to preside over a Conference 
without rules of procedure, I propose that, 
as a pure formality - I would stress this 
point - we should provisionally adopt the 
draft rules of procedure submitted to us yes
terday (Document 0. D. C. Q). 

If there is no objection, I shall consider the 
draft rules of procedure adopted for to-day's 
meeting. (Assent.) 

II. VICE-PRESIDENCY OF THE MEETING. 

The President : 
Translation : I will request ltl. Sze, first 

delegate of China, to take his place on my 
right. 

M. Sze (China) : 
!\lay I ask pt'rmi~sion to reqtll'st my honoun•d 

colleague from Cuba to take that ~<'llt? In 
China· we always respt·ct n~o:t•, bt·cnuse u~o:e 
means experit·nce and expt·ril'nce mt•un~ wistlom. 
I think you have in the WL•st the rxpn·ssion, 
"Age before beauty". My honoun·d collt•ngue 
from Cuba is a combination of both 'V{c and 
beauty. I am more accustomed to sprnk 
from a lower levt•l, while aiming to kt•t•p my 
ideals on a high plane. 

M. de Aguero y Bethanoourt (Cuba) : 
T'anslalion : I am wry dt•t•ply toudll'd 

by l\1. Sze's words, rspccially by hi'l words 
regarding my personal appcuran1:e. The rult•s 
of procedure, howrver, arc rul1·1 of proct·durc, 
and we mu5t adhere to them. Althou~:h 
I fully appreciate M. Sze's courte,y, I mu~t 
insist on his taking hi!! place be~idc the Pre
sident. That place belong!! to him to-day, 
for we decided that it should be occupit·d by 
the Vice-Presidents at alternate meetin~:s. 

The Preeldent 1 

T'anslation : The point i!l a purely pri.vat() 
one, and I have no desire to interfere. J ~hould 
prefer, however, that the decisions wliich we 
have taken should be maintaim~d. I will 
again ask the first dt:lcgate of China to take 
his place on the platform. • 

(M. Sze, delegate of China, took his place,_,, 
Vice-P,esident, on the platjo,n.) 

• u. PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION ON THE 
BASIS OF THE SERIES OF MEASURES 
ADOPTED BY THE ADVISORY COM
MITTEE ON THE TRAFFIC IN OPIUM 
AND OTHER DANGEROUS DRUGS. 

The Preeldent : 
T'anslation : I am not able to submit a 

formal agenda to-day, but all delegates wilt 

• 
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I think agree that we should begin the general 
discussi~n on the basis of the s~called me~sures 
adopted by the Advisory Comm1t.tee, but w1t~out 
any restriction as to the different pornts. 
The discussion will be entirely general ~nd f~ee. 

If there is no objection, the general d1scuss1on 
will now be opened. (Assent.) 

The general discussion is now open. The 
first delegate of Persia will address the Con
ference. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen, .:..... In the four years during which 
I have had the honour to represent my country 
on the League of Nations, I have ?n seye_ral 
occasions set forth my Government s op1mon 
on the opium question before the Fifth Com
mittee and the Assembly. I have shown the 
great interest taken by the Persian Government 
In this question and the endeavours which 
it has made to limit the cultivation of the poppy 
and to restrict the use of its pernicious product. 

Last September I told the Fifth Committee 
of the energetic and effective measures which 
our Government is taking for this humanitarian 
purpose. I shall not weary you by repeating them 
here. I shall merely give you a brief account 
of the introduction of opium into Persia and 
of the development of its use and traffic. 

Opium, as is generally known, was imported 
into China and India by Arabs in the fifteenth 
century. Later, the poppy was brought from 
India to Persia. In recalling this fact of his
tory, I do not intend to censure the Arabs or 
Indians for sending us this treacherous plant, 
the lovely flowers of. which enchant the eye 
but the juice of which poisons the blood. On 
the ot~er hand, their purpose was a humanita- · 
rian one. For many centuries opium was 
used as a perfectly legitimate remedy to assuage 
pain. Our climate is dry and favourable to 
the poppy, and Persian opium, owing to its 
superior quality and moderate price, has gra
dually conquered a high place on the world 
market. Buyers come from all countries to 
purchase opium from us for medical needs. 

Farmers in our southern provinces naturally 
were glad to undertake the cultivation of the 
poppy and thousands of families Jived solely by 
producing this plant. Unfortunately, the spirit 
of'evil has discovered a second quality in opium 
over and above its beneficial one : a devilish 
quality which unbalanced men in the East 
and West alike have begun to abuse in such 
a manner that the Governments have taken 
alarm and have convened several international 
conferences - of which the present is the 
most important - to discover a remedy against 
this scourge of mankind. 

On behalf of our Government, we strongly 
G.esire that this distinguished Conference shall 
sncceed in its arduous, difficult and humani
tarian task. 

. We are happy to be able to state that our 
Gover~ment 1!1 in agreement with the League 
of Nations and warmly appreciates its splendid 
efforts to seek a mean!> of saving the world 
from the danger of intoxicating drugs. 
9u~ Government is in agreement with the 

\}u.lclples contained in the proposals of the 
. mted States dekgates and it is ready to give 
Its a.dherence to Article 3 of the Hague Con
vention as ~ell as to the system of import and 
export certificates for opium. : 

But, 1\Ir. President, ladies and gentlemen, 
you in your turn will agree with us that it is 
impossible by a single stroke of the pen to 
deprive thousands of farmers and other persons 
of their livelihood. We must think, too, of 
the fate of the innumerable families of pro
ducers and workmen and replace the cultivation 
of the poppy by something else. Serious . 
reflection must be given as to how to effect 
this change. All these questions must be 
seriously examined. 

We have detailed proposals to put before 
the Conference and we hope that it and the 
League of Nations will look favourably upon 
our righteous claims. 

In conclusion, I venture to add a few opi
nions of my own, which I have had the honour 
to express to the Committees and to the Assembly. 
In addition to all administrative measures, it 
would be of the utmost expediency to employ 
an intensive and untiring propaganda through 
the distribution of pamphlets in all languages, 
by the placarding of notices, through the Press, 
by illustrated lectures and by suitable cinema
tographic films. 

Consumers of opium have yielded to this 
vice of their own accord. Their eyes, therefore, 
must be opened in order that they may also, 
of their own. accord, renounce this mischie
vous habit. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : M. Sugimura, delegate of 

Japan~ will address the Conference. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : The guiding principle of the 

Japanese delegation at the present Conference 
is as clear and unambiguous as that by which 
it was guided at the preceding Conference, 
namely, that considerations of a humanitarian 
nature and public health are paramount. No 
effort will be spared to attain our ideal. I 
have great pleasure in being able to tell the 
Conference that the illegal consumption of 
narcotics does not exist in Japan itself, in 
Formosa, in the leased territory of Kwantung, 
or in Korea. 

Our chief interest in this ~atter, from the 
practical point of view, concerns the possi
bility of strictly limiting imports and manu
factures of dangerous drugs to the quantities 
required for medical and scientific purposes. 
If we keep steadily before us certain lofty 
considerations of humanity and social hygiene, 
we shall find no great difficulty in reaching 
an agreement. The Japanese delegation will 
warmly welcome any 'proposal which the other 
delegations may make for attaining our ideal. 

Before we begin to discuss in detail the 
problem before us, the first delegate of Japan, 
M. Kaku, former Civil Governor of Formosa, 
would like to make a general statement based 
on long personal experience. l\1. Kaku is 
indeed the highest authorityin Japan on these 
questions. He is at the head of the adminis-. 
tration specially appointed for this purpose. 
The Japanese Government and people rely 
!l.pon him for an effective solution of the prob
lem of the illegal traffic in narcotics. 

M. Kaku will speak in Japanese, but he will 
be interpreted into English and French by the 
able interpreters of the Secretariat of the League 
who do so much to facilitate relations between 
delegates .. (Appla.use.) 
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M. Kaku (Japan), speaking in japanese : 
Translatiort : The problem of narcotic drugs 

to-day has ceased to be a local problem of 
any one country, and is becoming a question 
of concern to the whole world. It is intimately 
co~nected with the problem of opium smoking, 
wh1ch was the chief concern of the First 
Conference. · 

The fundamental problem dealt with by the 
First and Second Conferences is in many 
respects the same, namely, the problem of 
addiction to the habitual use of opium and other 
narcotic drugs. It is therefore evident that 
it is difficult to separate these two phases of 
the problem entirely, and the proposal which 
I presented to the First Conference will natu
rally form part of this statement: When the 
problem includes the question of the ll'gitimate 
use of drugs for medical and scientific needs 
and, at the same time, the abusive use of nar
cotics, the question of control becomes extremely 
complicated. 

The Japanese Government, recognising the 
danger of these habit-forming drugs, had pro
mulgated laws long before the first Internatio
nal Opium Conference met at The Hague in 
1912, to prevent the abuse of opium and other 
narcotic drugs. The regulations for control
ling the drugs were enforced so strictly and so 
effectively that to-day the Japanese are entirely 
free from this evil habit. 

As the Japanese Government ratified the 
International Opium Convention, the Jaws 
and regulations were amended on January ISt, 
1921, in conformity with its provisions, so 
that the importation of raw materials and of 
the substances covered by the Convention and 
the manufacture of the drugs were limited to 
the quantity required for legitimate use. 

As regards the exportation of narcotic drugs, 
the Government has not only faithfully and 
energetically observed the provisions of the 
Opium Convention, which is considered to be 
based on humanitarian principles, but bas also 
exercised a strict control with a view to securing 
the quantities of drugs required for medical and 
scientific use in the country. 

Fortunately, as the result of measures of 
strict control and of social education, the Japa
nese have kept themselves entirely free from 
the drug habit. But, unfortunately, in many 
parts of the world, they have found themselves 
in danger from these drugs. 

What are the causes of the habitual use of 
narcotic drugs? A careful study of the causes 
and of the subsequent development of addiction 
to narcotic drugs shows that they may be 
roughly classed in two groups. 

First, there are the causes which are found 
among the habitual opium smokers. These 
addicts sought relief in narcotics when they 
were forcibly deprived of opportunities of 
opium smoking to which they were accustomed. 
This fact may account for the total absence of 
narcotic addicts among the opium .smokers in 
Formosa, where there exists a strict Govern
ment ~ontrol under which addicts are permitted 
to smoke. · 

Secondly, there are the narcotic drug addicts 
who must have gradually acquired the habit 
largely by long-continued use of the narcotics 
for remedial purposes, or who, . for some other 
incidental reasons; were· led to an abuse of 
narcotic drugs. · • . 

If these observations are correct, we must 

find a solution of the problem of the abuse of 
narcotic drugs, not only in suppres.~ve measures 
for the control of the traffic in the drugs but 
also in a rational scheme for the treatme'nt of 
addicts who are already victims of the drug 
habit. 

In my personal opinion, we may efft>etively 
solve the problem of dealing with the first 
group, a problem intimatdy connected with 
the policy of the suppression of opium smoking, 
by adopting measures similar to those which 
have been considered at the First Conference. 

In regard to the second group, the nature 
and extent of the social evil involved has 
occupied the attention of the entire world and 
it is clearly realised that this complicatrd 
problem must be seriously considered. In 
order to find a permanent solution, it would seem 
nect'ssary to adopt ml'asures varying according 
to different local conditions. • 
• In a country where the narcotic drug problem 
IS an acute and grave one, measures may be 
adopted, first, by means of strict control 
and social education, to prevt'nt people from 
falling into the evil habit, and, secondly, to 
treat adequately tho!>fl who have already 
become victims of the drugs. 

The latter measures should hn ve a direct 
bearing on the clandc!ltine U!le of drugs, whkh 
are generally obtained by contraband. ~o 
long as the narcotic drug addicts are ldt fn•e 
to indulge their propensities, the demand for 
narcotic drugs, whatever preventive mt'a~ure~ 
we may take, will somehow be satisfied, ju~t 
as water inevitably finds its own level. Unlt~!ll 
rational measures are adopted to cht'ck the 
demand, sooner or later there will be nn 
abundance of contraband supplies. Moreovrr, 
it is essential, in the name of humanityt to 
adopt rational mt'asures for dealin~ with the 
victims of the drugs, who otherwise, sooner 
or later, will find their satisfaction In drug~ 
illicitly obtained. 

The real value of international agreement 
depends on good-will and on the spirit of co-ope
ration. There must be confidence In the good 
faith of each of the signatory Powers a!lsembl•!d 
here at the Conference if we are to reach an 
effective arrangement for a aolution of thi!l 
grave problem of narcotic: drug!!. 

In this spirit the Japane!le delegation declare\ 
that it will co-operate to the best of Ita ability 
to attain the object of the Conference in finding 
a solution for the problem of narcotic drug~. 
moved by the same ideals which animate all 
delegations asembled here. • 

The Preeldent: •• 
• 

Translaliort : M. Dendramis, delegate of 
Greece, will address the Conference. 

M. Dendnmls (Greece) : 
T'anslation : Mr. President - On behalf • 

of my Government, I have the honour t6 
submit a memorandum (Annu I) on the opium 
traffic. As the document will in due time be 
distributed, I need not read it. I desire; 
however, to state that the Greek Government 
is at present considering the ways and means 
of accelerating thejrogress of Greek legislation 
in this matter, an hopes that the experience 
obtained as a result of the present Conference 
and the resolutions adopted by it will furnish 
invaluable assistance 10 developing further 
legislative improvements. · · · 

.-i--



I am confident that ail countries represented 
here are of a like mind. 

I wish to state that my Gov~rnm~nt feels 
great satisfaction in taking part m ~his Confe
rence organised by the League, which h<~;s so 
consistently endeavoure.d to promote t,he mte-
rests and ideals of mankmd. . 

The establishment of. the Leagu~ of Na~10ns 
has resulted in an entirely new mternatlonal 
situation and we must ail feel deeply grat~ful 
to the u;ague for having p<~;id special ~ttenh?n 
to this problem and for haymg placed 1ts soc1al 
and humanitarian work m the forefront of 
its policy. 

The Greek delegation sincerely hopes that 
the endeavours of this Conference will be 
crowned with complete success. (Applause.) 

The President : 
'Translation : Will the Greek . delegate be 

good enough to give a copy of his memorandum 
to the Secretariat ? It will then be roneoed, 
translated into English, and distributed to the 
delegates. It wiii be annexed to the record 
of the present meeting. 

The last speaker on my list, M. Chodzko, 
delegate of Poland and of the Free City of 
Danzig, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland and the Free City of 
Danzig) : 

Translation : The Polish Government, with 
which is associated the Senate of the Free City 
of Danzig, is desirous of co-operating energe
tically in all humanitarian and social work of 
international scope, and has accordingly decided 
to take part in the discussions and assist in 
the.,decisions of the Second International Opium 
Conference, convened under the auspices of 
the League of Nations, with a view to averting 
the ever-growing danger of moral and physical 
degeneration due to the poisonous effects of 
narcotic drugs. 

Although there can be no question as regards 
the good intentions of those who conceived 
the Hague Convention of 1912, its stipulations 
have been found ineffective for suppressing 
this scourge. This, no doubt, was the consi
deration which led the great author of the 
Covenant of the League of Nations to entrust 

•to that body the duty of undertaking-this task. 
We may dwell with feelings of the greatest 
satisfaction upon the enthusiasm shown by 
the first Assembly of the League, which, by 
!ts resolution of December 15th, 1920, paved 
t,he way for this important work. In pursuance 
of t~a! resolution, there were se~ up a permanent 
comm1ttee, namely, the Adv1sory Committee 
on the Traffic in Ofium, and a special section 
in the Secretariat o the League. In the three 
years that have elapsed since its creation, the 
Advisory Committee has achieved a great deal 
of preparatory work, for which it deserves our 
thanks. It must, however, be frankly admitted 
that the progress of its work has been handi
capped in many matters owing to the absence 
of represent~tives of non-producing countries 
and of med1cal experts on the Committee. 
The very greatest benefits have been derived 
from t_he participation of representatives of 
the Um!ed States of America in the Committee's 
proceedmgs, and from. the assistance given by 
the . League s Health Committee, which the 
Ad~sory ~ommittee has consulted on various 
med1cal pomts. 

I need not say that, as the League, by virtue of 
Article 23 of the Covenant, has assumed the 
direction of and responsibility for the work, 
the final goal of which is the suppression of 
the abuse of narcotics, this difficult task can 
only be brought to a successful conclusion 
through the inspiration of the lofty humanitarian 
and social principles upon which the League 
itself is founded. 

The question of narcotics is intimately con
nected with that of the physical and moral 
well-being of mankind, and cannot, therefore, 
be treated either as a commercial or as an admi
nistrative question, for these two aspects are 
mer~ly of second3;ry importance. It is a purely 
med1cal and social problem. The only legi
timate requirements as regards narcotics are 
medical and scientific requirements. All others 
- if such exist - constitute abuses. This is 
the general f.rinciple adopted by the Health 
Committee o the League and is the principle on 
which are based - among others - the Polish 
law of June 22nd, 1923, on narcotics, and the 
similar laws of the Free City of Danzig of 
June 2oth, 1920, and October 9th, 1924. Unless 
this definite principle, which is the only equitable 
one, be adopted, the work for which the League 
has convened the present Conference is con
demned to failure, while public opinion in all 
countries will be sorely disillusioned and the 
universal prestige enjoyed by the League will 
suffer serious damage. 

If there are abuses which can only be gradually 
suppressed by making due allowance for the 
varying conditions of life in the different 
countries, we must quite frankly admit the 
fact, and point out the ways and means which 
we think effective for rescuing as speedily as 
possible the unhappy people who are the vic
tims of those abuses. 

You will all agree that no State; no commu
nity, no individual is entitled to found their pros
perity upon the misfortunes of any human 
being of whatever race, religion, or class. 

The essential object, therefore, towards which 
this Conference should direct its work is to 
find a categorical definition of what we mean 
by legitimate requirements as regards narcotics 
and what we consider to be abuses. 

That, in the view of my Government and of 
the Free City, is the main consideration. It 
is in the hope that this principle will be realised 
that the Governments of Poland and Danzig 
have instructed me to offer their warmest 
wishes for the complete success of the work of 
this important International Conference, wishes 
with which they couple the expression of their 
gratitude towards the League for convening 
the Conference. (Applaust~.) 

The President : 
. Translation : There are no more speakers 
on my list. We will, therefore, not prolong the 
meeting to-day. The next meeting of the Confe
rence will be held to-morrow morning, as an 
exception at II o'clock, as the Drafting Com
mittee has to meet before the Conference. 
Normally, we shall meet at half-past ten. 

The agenda includes the reports by the 
Committee on the Rules of Procedure and by 
the Committee on Credentials. After examining· 
these two reports, we shall resume the general 
discussion, for which I have already one. 
speaker on my list. 

The Conference rose al 4.Jo p.m. 
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13. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

The President 1 

Tr11nslation : i.adies and gentlemen -
The first item on the agenda for the present 
meeting is the consideration of the report of 
the Committee on Credentials. 

I will request the Vice-President, M. de 
Aguero y Bethancour~. Rapporteur . of the 
Committee on Credentials, to take hts place 
upon the platform. 

(M. de Aguero y Beth~ncourt, RapPorteur of 
the Committee on Credent1als, took hu place on 
the platform.) 

M. de Aguero y Bethancour& (Cuba), Rap
porteur, then read his report (Annex 2) and 
concluded as follows : 

Translation : I wish to point out that I 
have not mentioned all the delegates by name 
in my report. The list would have been t~o 
long and members may refer to the full hst 
which has already been distributed to each 
delegate. . 

The Committee on Credentials trusts th~t 
the Conference will approve the manner m 
which it has examined the full powers conferred 
by Governments on ~elegates and also the 
resolution of the Comnuttee. 

The President : 
Translation : Does anyone wish to ~pea~ 

on the report of the Committee on Credentials · 

As no one wishes to ~peak, I take it tlmt you 
approve the report. 

The report of t"e Com1tritlce oil Credt~~lials 
u•as adopted. 

H. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT 0' 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE RULES 0' 
PROCEDURE. 

The Preeldenl 1 • 

Tra11slation : We will now pa~s to thr §econd 
item on the R!(l'nda. 

I will n·quest Sir Malcolm Dl'lt•vin!(nt!, l~ap· 
porteur of the Committee on the f{ules of l'ro· 
cedurc, to read his n·port. 

811' Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Chairman and Rapporteur : 

As the report of the Commith•e on the Huh·" 
of Procedure ha!! lx~en di~tributl'<l to the Con· 
ference both in French and in En!(lish (Annr•x J), 
I do not propose to read it, but I wi~h to'dr'\w 
the attention of the Conference to the fad that, 
by an inadvertence, at the end of the fourth para· 
graph a blank has been left which muKt be fillr!d 
in m order to make the r"port complete. It 
was intended to complete the 11entence by .an 
addition in the same term!! a.<J the 11econd J'ilfa· 
graph of Article 5· May I a.~k the Conf~rence, 
therefore, to read the n!port as though, in the 
place where the blank appears, these words 
were inserted : 

"To make proposals to the Crmfcrence fo! 
the arrangement of the busines!l of tht! 
Conference, to nominate for the approval 
of the Conference, ~hould occasion arise, , 
the members of any Committee which shall 
be constituted by the Conference, to exa
mine and report on communications made 
to the Conference by private organisations 
or individuals, to approve of communiqul!s 
issued to the Press, and to consider and 
report on any other matters which may be 
referred to them by the Conference." 

With that addition, the report is complete. 
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There are only two matters o.n which I need 
make any remarks. The first 1s the _Proposal 
in the new Article 5 which the Committee has 
suggested for the consideration of the Co~fe
rence. That new article proposes the estab~Ish
ment of a Business Committe~. Its funct~ons 
are described in the words which I have JUSt 
read. 

The purpose of the establishment of such a 
Committee is twofold. In the first place, we 
think it will facilitate the work of the Confe
rence, as it will avoid, or at any rate shorten, 
discussions which might possibly be very long 
in the full Conference on matters which relate 
only to the procedure or business of the Con
ference. In the second place, the Presi~ent has 
been good enough to say that the appomtment 
of such a Committee will greatly assist him 
in his heavy task of directing the work of the 
Conference. 

Tllis proposal is not a novel one. It has 
been adopted in. other Conferences and has 
been found to work very satisfactorily. In the 
International Labour Conferences, which are 
held at Geneva under the auspices of the 
League of Nations, that method is always 
adopted, and I can speak from personal expe
rience as to its value. 

The other matter to which I think it neces
sary to refer arises on Article I I of the revised 
draft - Article xo in the original draft. A 
difficulty arose in the First Opium Conference 
as to the interpretation of the corresponding 
article in the Rules of Procedure of that Confe
rence, and the Committee has accordingly 
re-drafted the original Article xo in order to 
make its meaning quite clear. We have also 
made an amendment in the article which will 
allow :l motion or resolution which has not 
been distributed beforehand to be discussed 
if - but only if - the Conference agrees by 
a unanimous vote. 

The Committee hopes that the Conference will 
approve its report and the revised draft rules 
which it submits. 

M. Cllnohant (France) : 
Translation : I desire to propose a slight 

modification in Rule 5· The number of mem
bers of the Business Committee should be in
creased from ten to eleven. My idea is not 
m~rely to increase the number of representatives 
on the. ~ommittee but to avoid offending the 
superstitious. If the number is fixed at ten, 
the .total number of members, including the 
Pre~1dent and two Vice-Presidents will be 
thirteen. If we adopt the number eieven we 
shall h~ve fourteen members. ' 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : I will request M. Clinchant to 

~e g~od enough to submit his amendment in wri
h:tg m confor~ity with paragraph 2 of Rule II, 

M. de Palaoloe (Spain) : 
Translation : I should like to make a 

~emark, which perhaps may not be of any great 
Importance, regarding the first paragraph of 
Rule . I. This reads : "delegates ....... duly 
s~tpphed with pl.enipot~ntiary powers". Accor
dmg to the dec1s1on wh1ch we have just adopted, 
howeve~, deleg~tes need only be in possession 
of P.lerupotenhary powers when they come 
to. s1gn the Convention. There is here I 
thmk, an inconsistency. It would be better 

to state that delegates must be furnished with 
adequate powers ; this would conform with 
the opinion of the Committee on Credentials. 
I may add that if my proposal is not unanimously 
accepted, I will withdraw it. 

Secondly, the second paragraph of the same 
rule reads : "The delegate of each Government 
may be accompanied by technical delegates ... ". 
These words convey the impression that each 
Government may send only one delegate to 
the Confe~ence. The principle, however, has 
been admttted that Governments may send 
several delegates. The paragraph might be 
re-drafted as follows : "Each delegate may be 
accompainied by. technical delegates, •• " 

M. Dlnlchert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I wish to second the proposal 

which has just been made by the delegate of 
Spain. In the Committee appointed by the 
Conference to consider the Rules of Procedure 
I proposed that "delegates should be furnished 
with the necessary powers". The other mem
bers of the Committee did not seem to attach 
much importance to the matter and I did not 
press my point. We have, however, just ap
proved the official report of the Committee on 
Credentials, in which a distinction has been 
drawn between powers and rlenipotentiary 
powers. It is then, I think, i not essential, 
at any rate desirable, that the two texts should 
be consistep.t. We should, therefore, adopt 
M. Palacios' proposal and alter the text to 
read "the delegates •......... duly furnished 
with powers", or "with the necessary powers", 

As the President has been good enough to 
allow me to speak, I may perhaps venture to 
support also the proposal submitted just now 

·by the first French delegate, namely, that the 
number of members of the Business Committee 
should be eleven. Even with fourteen instead 
of ten members, not all delegations will be 
represented on the Committee. There is no 
objection to this as a matter of principle, but 
it might be found inconvenient if, taking, for 
instance, the question of business procedure, 
each delegation was unable to submit all the 
proposals which it might think desirable for 
the Conference. We can give each other this 
assurance, namely, that all delegations repre
sented on the Conference would, of course, 
retain the right to submit proposals regarding 
business procedure ; if, therefore, proposals 
are not examined by the Business Committee, 
they may be raised at the plenary meeting. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Chairman and Rapporteur of the Committee 
on the Rules of Procedure : 

The first suggestion made for the modification 
of the revised rules was that of the delegate of 
France. I have no objection whatever to his desire 
to avoid the superstitious number of thirteen and, 
if the rest of the Conference shares his fears, I 
am quite prepared to agree to the substitution 
of eleven members for ten. 

The second suggestion was that of the dele
gate of Spain. The point he raised, as M. 
Dinichert has said, was discussed in the Com
mittee. It was also discussed at the First 
Opium Conference. The First Conference de
~ided. that the rule should stand as it appears 
m this draft, and yesterday the Committee of 
your Conference came to the same decision. The 
point is one of real substance. The invitation 
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sent out by the Council of- the League, on 
the recommendation of the Assembly, was 
that the Governments concerned "should send 
representatives with plenipotentiary pov.-ers to 
a conference" (I quote from the text of 
the Assembly resolution of September 27th, 
1923). 

This Conference was intended to be a Confe-
rence of delegates v.;th plenipotentiary pov.-ers ; 

-each Government was lD\;ted to send a dele-
gation with those powers to meet delegations 
from other Governments possessing similar 
powers. - In my opinion, therefore, we have no 
power to draft, or at any rate it would create a 
precedent if we drafted, our Rules of Procedure 
so as to alter the constitution of the Confe-
rence. 

The delegates of Spain and Switzerland re-o 
ferred to the fact that a number of the delegations 
at present are only provided with "pouvoirs" 
and not with "pleins pouvoirs". The admis
sion of delegates with simple powers instead 
of full powers, however, was only intended, 
I think, to be a temporary measure pending 
the receipt by the delegations of the necessary 
full powers, and it was also understood, I 
think, that the full powers would be obtained 
before the Conference was concluded and the 
time arrive·d to sign a Convention. This seems 
to me to be a satisfactory solution. All dele
gations are admitted, as they were at the First 
Opium Conference, to take part in the proceed
ings of the Conference on the simple nomination 
of their Governments, but the full powers which 
are contemplated by the invitation to the Con
ference will be obtained, presumably, before 
the close of the Conference and the signature 
of the Convention. 

I therefore hope that the Conference will 
decide to maintain this rule in its present form, 
so as to permit of the compromise, which 
worked very well in the First Conference, and 
which, I imagine, will work equally well in the 
Second Conference - the arrangement by 
which all delegations which have been duly ap
pointed by their Governments to attend the 
Conference will be admitted and have the right 
to take full part, on the understanding that, 
before the close of the Conference and the 
signature of the Convention, the necessary 
full powers will be obtained. 

As regards M. Dinichert's suggestion that, 
if the Business Committee is appointed, it 
should be understood that every delegation 
retains its full right and liberty to submit 
proposals in regard to the work of the Confe
rence which it considers desirable, that, of 
course, is understood .. The Business Committee 
is only designed to facilitate the work of the 
Conference by allowing the consideration of 
matters of business and procedure to take place, 
as much as possible, in Committee, with the 
full reservation to the Conference and to indi
vidual delegations to pronounce on these 
matters in plenary meeting. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : The Japanese delegation ac

. cepts and warmly seconds everything which 
has just been said by the delegate of the British 
Empire. 

M. Dlnlchen (Switzerland) : 
Translatio11 : I hardly like to press my 

point, but if a question of this nature appears 

to be worth consideration by the Conference 
it had better be solved in a logical manner. 

It is true that the letter of invitation from 
the Council of the League in,;ted our Govern
ments to send delt•gatn "supplied with pleni
potentiary powers". So long as this quali
fication v.-as considered to be rather a ques
tion of drafting, there was no need to attach 
great importance to it. It was for this reason 
that I decided yesterday in the Committee not 
to maintain my oriJ,oinal propo~nl. · 

The ddegate of the Rntish Empire bas just 
told us that the question is one of principle.• 
If it is a question of principle, since the Committee 
on Credentials bas drawn a distinction between 
"powers" and "plenipotentiary powers", we 
must be logical and in that case must inform 
delegates who only have "powrrs" that they 
ar~ not quali lied to take part in the Conft•rence. 

The Conference has just taken a con,1rnry 
decision. It bas said that ddcgates who lu1ve 
"powers" and those who have "plenipotentiary 
powers" are both admitted to the dascussions, 
that they are on an exactly identical footing 
and that there is no distinction between do•le
gates of the first and second categories. The 
question of pri nci pie should have been rnist>d 
when the Conference took this deci~ion. It 
cannot arise now since the Confercnce has de· 
cided, on the advice of the Committee on Cre· 
dentials, that both categories should be rntltled 
to take their seats. 

The Rules of Procedure which we are aubmlt· 
ting to the Conference will be the rules govern· 
ing our discussions, it being under!ltood that 
when we come to ai~n a Convention we shall 
examine the credentaals to ace which are in 
order and which are not. If there Is any 
question of principle, it bas been settled ~ your 
acceptance JUst now of the report of the Com
mittee on Credentials. l'ersonally, I am not 
raising a quc!ltion of principle, but a que&tion 
of order, method and logic. 

M. de Palaoloe (Spain) : 
Translatiolt : I should be glad If I could 

meet the wishes of the Chairman of the Com
mittee on the Rules of Procedure by withdraw· 
ing my proposal. Truth, however, compel• 
me to state that I am more and more con· 
vinced that it should be adopted, The wo~cl• 
"delegates • • • • • • • . . • • duly supplied wath 
the necessary powers" would be read as cover
ing both plenipotentiary powers and other 
powers. The words "aupplied with plenipo
tentiary powers" cannot be retained an niles, 
which have to be applied during the di~ua
aions, and when the majority of members have 
not been provided with plempotentiary powers. 
Thirteen members are aupplied with plenipo
tentiary powers and twenty-three with aimple 
powers ; the latter would, therefore, find tbenf. 
selves placed in a different position from that 
of the other members, and, in my opinion, 
this should be a voided. 1 

The Chairman of the Committee on the 
Rules of Procedure has referred to a precedent 
which is perfectly legitimate and on which be 
based his views. He has told U!l that the 
First Opium Conference settled the question on 
the lines which he proposes that we ahould 
adopt. I fully realise the authoritative nature 
of the decision taken by the First Conference, 
but I must state emphatically that I do not 
regard myself as in any way bound by any 
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decision of that Conference. The pr~sent Conf~
rence, which is altogether differ~nt m C?mposl• 
tion, is free to settle the questiOn at Its own 
discretion. 

Mr. MacWhlte (Irish Free State) : 
Translation : . From a legal point. of .view, 

we cannot, of course, make any alteration !n the 
wording of the rule. As, however, only th1~teen 
countries have sent delegates who are furmsh.ed 
with plenipotentiary powers, I would enqutre 

, what will be the position,· at the end of the 
Conference, of those delegates who have not 
been furnished with plenipotentiary powers ? 

M. Comdne (Roumania) : 
Translation: Gentlemen - I wish to dwell, 

though quite briefly, on one point. It would, 
I think be extremely dangerous to make, as 
the' Swi~s delegate has just said, a distinction 
between the delegates, that is to say, to lay 
down which of them will and which will 
not be entitled to speak at discussions in the 
various Committees. 

. There can be no doubt that only delegates 
who have plenipotentiary powers can sign a 
Convention. Consequently, when the time 
comes for signing the Convention, we shall have 
to enquire whether each delegate affixing his 
signature to the document is in possession of 
plenipotentiary powers or no. 

May I remind the Chairman of the 'Committee 
- who has on several occasions been one of 
the inost valuable members of the Interna
tional Labour Conference, and who has 
been instrumental in getting adopted a very 
large number of Conventions as well as recom
mendations - that the majority of the dele- · 
gates' taking part in that Conference were not 
provided with plenipotentiary powers, but 
merely with letters either from their respective 
Governments or from their accredited Legations 
in Switzerland ? 

I had the honour to be the Chairman of the 
Committee on Credentials at the last Assem
bly of the League, and I had occasion to note 
once again that this principle was confirmed. 
It would, therefore, in my opinion, be positively 
dangerous to call in question a matter which 
has been unanimously accepted by the Members 
oC the League. 

The President : ' 
Translation : The Chairman of the Com

n,tittee .on C~edentials, who has had great expe
nl'nce m th1s matter in the Assemblies of the 
League, will address the Conference. 

• 
M. de Aguero y Bdhanoourt (Cuba), Vice

President : 
.Transltltion_ : Being, as the Chairman has 

~md, the semor member here, I may perhaps 
ventu~e to dr~w the attention of the Conference 
to th1s 9ueshon, the intricacy of which has 
b(.'en pomted out by l\1. Dinichert and l\1. 
Comn~ne. 

It is extr(.'mely difficult to make a distinction 
and even more difficult to accept one betwee~ 
the dd<'gates prt-scnt at the Confere~ce. They 
re.presen~ Go\'t>r!lmcnts which are equal in the 
t'}es of mtcrnahonal law. Therefore, all dele
gates pr(.'S(.'nt are equal. 
t A~ r(.'gards the distinction between plenipo
t~~~~a~h pocers ~nd powers, I may point out 

e ommtttee on Credentials merely 

recognised a de facto situation. Some Govern
ments have furnished their delegates with 
plenipotentiary powers, w.hile others have ~erely 
appointed a representative. The fact IS not 
unprecedented. I have frequently come across 
it, having for five years acted as Chairman of 
the Committee on Credentials to the Assemblies 
of the League. 

The following procedure was adopted on 
those occasions. Delegates furnished with ple
nipotentiary powers signed the Conventions, 
wliile those who were merely appointed as 
representatives of their Governments applied 
to the latter for the necessary plenipotentiary 
powers. In support of what I have just said, I will 
refer you to the report of the Committee on 
Credentials, in which the following paragraph 
occurs : 

"The Committee for the examination 
of credentials considers that all the dele
gates whose names appear above are duly 
authorised to represent their countries at 
the Conference. The Committee presumes 
that, prior to the signature of any convention 
or agreement which may be adopted by the 
Conference, delegates not yet in possession 
of their full powers will obtain the necessary 
authorisation to that effect' from their 
Governments." 

Delegates present at the Conference are 
undoubtedly on an equal footing, they have 
the right to take part in the proceedings and 
to state their views, but if a Convention is to 
be signed those in possession of plenipotentiary 
powers will sign it and the others will then apply 
to their Governments for such powers. It 
cannot be argued that delegates who are accre
dited by their Governments are unable to take 
an active part in the proceedings of the Confe
rence or sign a Convention. It is for them to 
regularise their position, and the Conference 
has no need to deal with details of this nature. 

M. Buero (Uruguay) : 
Translation : Mr. President - I will not 

occupy the attention of the meeting for more 
than a few moments, but I wish to support the 
remarks just made by M. de Palacios, M. Dini
chert, M. Comnene and also M. de Aguero, 
as regards the discrepancy between the deci
sion which we have just taken on the report 
of the Committee of Credentials and Article 
I of the report on the Rules of Procedure. 

At the same time, I should like to make 
more precise one point to which M. de Aguero 
referred. He told us just now that the Com-

. mittee on Credentials had examined the papers 
forwarded by the Governments and found, for 
example, that one Government appointed M. X 
as delegate and another, M. Y, as delegate 
with full powers. I think there is some slight 
confusion here. - I may observe that full powers 
are conferred by an instrument which may fol
low the appointment of the delegates. Although 
I do not speak with the authority of a veteran 
like M. de Aguero, I may say that it has fre
quently happened at committees or confe
rences in which I have taken part that a Govern~ 
ment has appointed as its delegate a minister, 
an ambassador or an attache and that only 
some eight to ten days later has it forwarded 
the document empowering its delegate to sign 
the Convention. 

I think, therefore, Mr. President, that this 



consideration is in favour of the solution 
proposed by M. de Palacios because it is cus
tomary in the case of all Conventions' to fix a 
certain date, even if subsequent to the closing 
of the Conference, by which members who have 
sat on Committees or Conferences may receive 
full powers to sign the Convention. 

In these circumstances, a Convention, if 
we are able to conclude one, may be accepted 
and voted by the majority of the delegates 
here present, whatever their powers, and may 
be signed by the delegates furnished with full 
powers and also by those who recei'lre these 
powers later. 

I consider that the solution proposed by M. de 
' Palacios is fair and reconciles the various 

points of view by laying down that the 
delegate must be provided with the necessary 
powers, and by ·necessary powers we under
stand, in the first place, the powers necessary 
for discussion. 

M. Fllftlra (Portugal) : 
·Translatio" : I do not claim to elucidate 

the question entirelr, but I venture to submit 
to you my point o view in the form of a short 
ilfustration. Suppose that three travellers take 
the train for Berne ; each of them takes a 
ticket, one first class, another second class, 
and the third, third class. All three travellers 
have full powers to proceed to Berne, but in 
order to eat in the restaurant they require 
special full powers. 

The Preeldenl : 
Translatio" : As there are no other speakers 

on the list, I declare the discussion closed and 
I call upon Sir Malcolm Dele\;ngne, Chairman 
of the Committee on the Rules of Procedure, 
to address the Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Chairman and Rapporteur of the Committee 
on the Rules of Procedure : 

My feeling is that too much importance has 
been attached to this point. Whichever way 
the matter is decided, the work of the Confe
rence will proceed on exactly the same lines. 
A similar situation arises, I believe, at almost 
every International Conference which, like this 
Conference, is assembled for the purpose of 
arriving at a Convention or an Agreement. 

There are always some delegates who arrive 
without their full powers, and whose full 

· powers do not turn up till quite late in the 
proceedings. No difficulty is ever raised. They 
have been nominated by their Goverrtments, 
it is ·presumed that the full powers will come, 
and they are regarded, if not as actual pleni
potentiaries, as potential plenipotentiaries. 

This is surely the situation here. The Council 
has invited the Governments to send plenipo
tentiaries ; the Governments represented here 
have accepted that invitation and have sent 
delegates. We presume that, if their full powers 
are not here yet, they will eventually be here. 
The delegates are plenipotentiaries potentially, 
if they are not actually. 

I think the delegate from Spain repudiated 
the precedent which I quoted, namely, the deci
sion of the First Opium Conference. Of course, 
I had no desire to suggest that the present 
Conference was bound by any precedent what
ever. I merely quoted it as one !>f m.an.Y 
instances. I am informed, and I believe 1t 11 

the case, that the course which your Committee 
has ventured to recommend is supported by 
numerous precedents ; in fact, it 1s, I think, 
the usual procedure. 

Certain precedents \\~re quoted on the other 
side by the delegate of Roumania and by our 
\'ice-President. The delegate of Roumania 
referred to the International Labour Conft•rence ; 
our \'ice-President referred, among other bodies, 
to the Assemblies of the League. It seems to 
me that in neither case do we get an exact 
parallel to our own situation. 

The International Labour Conference is not 
a Conference of plenipotentiaries : it does not 
meet to sign Conventions. It meets to adopt 
draft Conventions under an entirely different 
procedure, which was e!lpecinl\y established 
b1 the Labour Chapter of the Treaty of Peace 
o Versailles. There is therefore no question 
of sending delegates with plenipoh•ntiary powers 
in the case of the International Labour CoMe· 
renee. 

In the case of the Assembly, I think it Is much 
the same. The dcle~atn to the Assembly 
do not come with the same object as thnt which 
we have in view here. We are assembled to 
conclude, if possible, an Agrrrment, and thnt 
Agreement, if concluded, will be signed by all 
those who approve it. This is not what takes 
place - generally speaking - at an As11embly 
of the League. 

If the suggestion of your Committee Is 
adopted, there will be no danger- at any rate, In 
mr view, and I thou~ht it Will the view of 
al the members of the Committee until M. 
Dinichert spoke -of their being two categoric~. 
nor, I think, will there be any tendency to regard 
a delegate who has not yet received hi• full 
powers as only a third-class pnssnngcr. ~very• 
body will be on the aame footing; everybody 
will be regarded, as I aaid just now, as a potrn
tial plenipotentiary, and in practice no diffi· 
culty, no inconvenience, will, I am convinced, 
arise. 

It was suggested, I think, by our Vice-Pre
sident that we can very well wait for the full 
powers till the Convention Ia ready for aigna· 
ture or, at anl rate, till toward• the end of the 
Conference. do not quite see how delegations 
who come from the other end of the world are 
to obtain their full powers if they wait till the 
end of the Conference. I think there Is hete 
a practical difficulty which empha!!i~e• the 
importance of full powers being obtained aa 
early as possible. 

I appeal to the delegate of Spain not to press 
this suggestion. I personally regard this matler ' 
as a real question of princtple, as I exJ?lairied 
in my previous remarks. We are summoned 
as a Conference of plenipotentiarietl, The Invi
tation was ~ent to each Government in that 
sense. I submit, with all respect to the Confe• 
renee, that it does not rest with us to alter the 
constitution of the Conference. We ought to 
meet one another on the basis of perfect equa• 
lity, and we shall, I think, meet one another ' 
on that basis if we treat the Conference as 
a Conference of plenipotentiaries, assuming, as 
we are entitled to assume, that thole delegate• 
which have not yet received their full powers 
will receive them before the end of the Confe
rence. 

As I said just now, we have ample precedents 
for adopting this course. Precedents are not 
always logical, but they are very convenient ; 
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IS. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE RULES OF 
PROCEDURE: CONTINUATION OF THE 
DISCUSSION : ADOPTION OF THE 
RULES OF PROCEDURE. 

The President : 
Translation : In pursuance of the decision 

taken by the Conference at the end of this 
morning's meeting, the revised draft of the 
Rules of Procedure was referred back to the 
Committee which had prepared it. This Com
mittee has since met and I call upon Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne, Chairman of the Committee, to 
inform the Conference of the conclusions 
reached: 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Chairman and Rapporteur of the Committee on 
the Rules of Procedure : 

Mr. President, the Committee has unanimously 
· agreed to recommend that the Conference should 

settle the question by omitting paragraph I 
of Rule I regarding which the difficulty arose. 

This solution cuts the Gordian knot, but we 
are all agreed that it is the best way out of 
the difficulty. 

The Preelden& : 
Translation : Does anyone wish to speak ? 
If no one wishes to speak, I shall declare the 

debate on the draft Rules of Procedure clo~ed 
and we will proceed to the vote. 

The first paragraph of Rule I is suppre~scd, 
while the Spanish delegation'• amrndmcnt, to 
the effect that the first sentrnce of paragraph a 
of Rule I should read : "Each delegate may 
be accompanied by technical dclt'gates ...... ' , 
and the l'rench delt·gation'a amrndment, to 
the effect that the number of members of the 
Business Committee should be increased feom 
ten to eleven (Rule ~. first paragra1>h), may be 
regarded as adopted. 

It is not possible to distribute copies of the 
revised rules before we vote, but I think that 
all my colleagues know on what the vote will 
be taken, namely, the draft Rules of Procedure, 
with the amendments which I have just men· 
tioned. 

M. au .. o (Uruguay) : 
Translation : I ahould like to ask for an 

explanation regarding the Committee mentioned,. 
in Rule ~ of the Rules of Procedure. As the 
Committee on the Rules of Procedure has given 
no reason for the creation of this Committee 
and no information regarding the acope of ita 
work, I should like to know what it• exact 
duties will be. 1 ask this qur.stion bccaullt 
the majority of the countries will not be repre· 
sented on this Committee - since the number 
of members has been fixed at fourteen -
and they will therefore be left out of the dia
cussions. I shall con!>ider my apprehen~ion" • 
more or less justified according to the extent · 
of this Committee's duties. 

Before the draft Rules of Procedure are put 
to the vote, I would therefore like to ask the 
Rapporteur of the Committee to give u" some 
explanation on this point. I reserve the right, 
after hearing his explanation§, either to propose 
an amendment or to accept the rule as it standa. 

The Preeldenl: 
T'anslation : I thought that the discus!!ion 

on this point, which has already been raised 
by the japanese delegate, had been concluded. 
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When the Japanese delegate raised the question, 
I made a reply which he accepted ; moreover, 
the duties of this Committee seem to me to be 
sufficiently clearly explained in the text of 
the rule. 

As the first delegate of Uruguay desires for 
further explanations, however, I will ask Sir 
Malcolm Delevingne to give them after M. 
d' Aguero y Bethancourt has spoken. 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba), Vice
President : 

Translation : I ask the President to correct 
me if I am wrong, but I understand that the 
discussion on the draft rules is not yet closed 
and that members are still entitled to submit 
observations thereon. 

The President. : 
Translation : It is for the Conference to 

dtcide. 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt. (Cuba), Vice
President : 

Translation : I asked the President if 
he had closed the discussion, as he had said 
that we were going to vote on the draft Rules of 
Procedure, together with the amendments m.en
tioned. All the articles, however, have not 
yet been discussed. We have merely discussed 
the amendments submitted by the French and 
Spanish delegations and the reply made by 
S1r Malcolm Delevingne. 

For my part, I had an observation to put 
forward, which I had no time to make this 
morning. It concerns the Business Committee's 
right of approving all communiques issued to 
the Press. I would like to ask Sir Malcolm Dele
vingne to what Press communiques this sentence 
refe'rs. Is the Business Committee going to 
approve the records of the meetings ? The 
Press, of course, attends all the meetings, since 
they are public. As certain journalists will 
be able to send reports to their papers quite 
freely without having them passed by this 
Committee, why must journalists who are 
unable to attend all the meetings obtain the 
Committee's sanction ? If they have to wire 
to their papers, they are placed at a disadvan
tage on account of the time they will lose. 
All journalists ought to be placed on an equal 

,footing, and we ought not to raise any difficulties. 
At all the Conferences and Assemblies the 

Information Section of the Secretariat of the 
League has always been allowed to give infor- · 
mation to journalists asking for it. By adopting 
the procedure proposed in Rule 5, we shall be 
delaying the communications of journalists 
who. have been unable to attend our meetings. 

Our work is of such humanitarian importance 
that it ought to be known throughout the world. 
Public opinion should be kept accurately 
informed of the progress of our work. Why 
create difficulties ? I wish to ask the Chair
man of the Committee on the Rules of Proce
dure to what kind of communique the sentence 
in Rule 5 refers. (Applausl.) 

The President. : 
Truslation : Before calling upon Sir Malcolm 

De!evingne, I would request the members of 
the Con.ference to b~ing forward all the questions 
they WJsh to ask, m order that the Chairman 
of the Committee may answer them all together. 

M. Cllnchant. (France) : 
Translati01t : I entirely agree with the honou-

rable delegate of Cuba. 1 ask that the proce
dure which has always been followed since the 
League of Nations came into existence should 
continue to be observed and that the commu
nique should be drafted by the Information 
Section in the usual way. 

M. von Eckardt. (Germany) : 
Translation : In view of the wishes expressed 

by the representatives of the German Press 
attending this Conference, I wish to associate 
myself with the Cuban delegate's proposal. 
(Applause.) 

The President. : 
Translation : Does any other delegate wish 

to speak on this question or on any other point 
connected with the Rules of Procedure ? 

M. Falcionl (Italy) : 
Translation : As the discussion is still open, 

I would like to draw my colleagues' attention 
to a question which appears to be one of form, 
but which may easily turn out to be a question 
of pri nci pie. 

This morning we unanimously approved the 
French delegate's proposal to increase the num
ber of members of the Business Committee to 
fourteen. This decision was adopted unani
mously and we cannot go back on it. I would 
like to draw the Conference's attention, however, 
to the possibility of there being an equality 
of votes. In this eventuality, I propose that, 
the Chairman should have the casting vote. 

The President : 
Translation : Does the delegate of Italy 

ask for an amendment of the text on this point 
or does he regard the statement he has made 
as a kind of official interpretation ? · 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
TranslatiCJn : I regard it as an interpreta

tion. There is no need to make an amendment 
in the text. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Chairman and Rapporteur of the Committee 

· on the Rules of Procedure : 
I think it is rather hard on the unfortunate 

Chairman of your Committee on the Rules of 
Procedure that he should be asked to explain 
and re-explain the same point. In my opening 
remarks this morning, andinsubsequentremarks 
which I had to make in reply to questions from 
the Chair and from other delegates, I dealt with 
all the points which have been raised this 
afternoon, except the last point raised by the 
delegate of Italy. 

I attempted to explain in a few words the 
scope of the Committee proposed under Rule 5· 
I do not think I can add anything as regards 
this point to what I said this morning. It 
seems to me that· the wording of Rule 5 is 
perfectly clear. There is no intention of allow
ing this Business Committee to usurp the 
functions of the Conference. It is merely an 
organ of the Conference. Its proposals -
and they will only be proposals - in re_gard 
to the arrangement of business will be subm1tted 
to the Conference for its approval,. so that . · 
every delegation will have the full nght and 
every opportunity of expressing its views 
on any matter on which the Business Committee 
may have a suggestion to make. Surely the 
rights and the sovereign Powers of this Confe
rence are thereby amply safeguarded . 
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As regards· the point which has been raised 
by the delegate of Cuba, I gave an explanation 
this morning in reply to an enquiry from the 
Chair. I said that the Committee on the 
Rules of Procedure desired that the official 
communiques of the proceedings of this Confe
rence should be authoritative in the best 
sense, that is, that the world should be given 
every day an official account, an official resume, 
of the proceedings of the Conference which 
would be authoritative. 

We all know that Press reports are not always 
as full as they might be, and they do not 
always give a really accurate summing up 
of what has taken place. Sometimes promi
nence is given to the picturesque incidents 
rather than· to the real business; and the 
Committee thought it useful, important indl'ed, 
that an authoritative communique on what is 
done here should be issued to the world every 
day. 

There is no question at all, as I said this 
morning, of our interfering with the liberties 
of the representatives of the Press. I see no 
objection to the representatives of the Press 
who cannot spend all the day here applying 
for information as to what has taken place ; 
but the point upon which the Committee desired 
to insist was that the official communique of 
the proceedings of the day should be authori
tative, and for that purpose should be reviewed 
by the Business Committee. We thought, 
however, that when the Business Committee 
was not sitting the communique might be 
reviewed by our President, if he was prepared 
to undertake the task. I should have thought 
that this explanation would meet the point 
raised by the delegate of Cuba and would also 
meet the wishes of the journalists. 

As regards the point raised by the delegate 
of Italy, I do not think I am competent to 
express an opinion. I should have thought, 
according to the ordinary Rules of Procedure, 
that the President would not vote except 
when there was an equality of votes, and there 
cannot of course be an equality of votes when 
there are only thirteen members in addition 
to the President, unless somebody abstains. 
As I say, however, that is not a question for 
me to decide. It is rather, I think, a question 
of the usual procedure of Committees of this 
kind. I should have thought that it was not 
necessary to make any provision about it 
in the Rules of Procedure. 

The Preslden\ : • 
Translation : As the Chairman of the Com

mittee on the Rules of Procedure bas referred 
to me in connection with the official communique 
to the Press, I will venture to make a few 
remarks. It is very difficult . for m~, as. Pre· 
sident, to take an absolutely 1mpart1al VIew ?f 
this question, because it see':lls to me that, .ID 
practice, the programme outbned by the _Chair· 
man of the Committee will be very difficult 
to carry out. 

The morning plenary meetings close at a~ut 
1.15 p.m. To make a report of the mee~mg, 
notes must be taken, dictated, and subnut!ed 
to a responsible member of the Info~atJOn 
Section. This would take hall-an-hour or 
three-quarters of an hour. . Obviously, the 
Business Committee cannot s1t three-quarters 
of an hour after the end of each meeting to 

wait for the communique. It would be asking 
too much of the President, not only from the 
point of view of work but from that of respon
sibility. The same applies to the afternoon 
meetings. We shall probably rise towards 
7.30 p.m. What is proposed is materially 
almost impossible. I ventured to draw the 
Chairman's attention to this point at this 
morning's mt>eting. . . 

I am pt'rfectly certain that the reason for 
which this questiOn was raised by the Business 
Committee is that the communiqu~s issued by 
the Information Section have not always been 
found satisfactory; this may be true, but I 
am no judge of the matter. If the Conference 
asks the Secretariat to draft its communiqul!s 
in a more satisfactory way, it seems to me that 
the letter would then meet with general appro
val. If a serious mistake is made, it can 
always be corrected by a fresh communiqu~. 
The Conference is not now re!lpon~ible for the 
communiqu~s. but it would be if we adopted 
the proposed text. I rc·1~at that the work 
will be exct'edingly difiicult and in the .long 
run Impossible. 

M. von Eckard\ (Germany) : 
Translation : We might very well di~pt'n!lc 

at the beginning with an ofiiciru communique. 
lf in practice we ml•et with dillkultics, we can 
always reconsider the question. 

811' Malcolm Delevlngne (RriliKh Empln•), 
Chairman and Rapporteur of the Committee 
on the Rules of Procedure : 

If the other members of the Committee on 
the Rules of Procedure agree, I sugg•!Kt .that 
the words relating to the communiquc!11eln 
Rule 5 be omitted. 

The PI'Miden\ : 
Trarulatio11 : It is proposed to strike out 

the words "to approve all communlqu~s l!isued 
to the Press". 

Does any member object to this proposal ? 

M. de Aguero y Bethanoourt (Cuba), Vice
President : 

Tranllatio11 : This Is what I myself pro
posed, and I am very l$ratcful to the Britit~h • 
delegate for thi1 suggettJOn. 

The PI'Miden' : 
Translation : The debate on the Rules of 

Procedure is closed. • 
We are all acquainted with the text on whicli• 

we are about to vote. I do not think we !feed 
vote by roll-call or by dch!gates rising In their 
seats. 

If there is no objection, I take it that the , 
Conference unanimously accepts the Rules of 
Procedure as now emended. 

The Rules o/ Procedure ume adopted by the 
Conference. 

16. CONSTITUTION AND APPOINTMENT 
OF THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE. 

The Preslden\ : 
Translation : Rule 5 of the Rules of Pro

cedure lays down that a Business Committee 
shall be appointed by the Conference, consis-



tin of the President of the Conference, the 
tw: Vice-Presidents and ele':en ot~er members. 

As this Business Committee IS the m_ost 
important organ of the Conference.. I think 

. we should appoint it as soon as possible. We 
have therefore to elect eleven l?ersons. There 
should be no voting for countm;s. 

I think the best procedure w1ll be to vote 
by secret ballot. I will therefore ask. the first 
delegate of each Government ~o w~1te down 
the names of eleven persons on h1s votmg paper. 

. M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : If we are going to vote !or 

individuals rather than for States, I woul~ hke 
to propose that the Conference should adJC!Urn 
for five minutes in order that the delegatiOns 
may be able to think over the names they 
wish to propose. 

< . 
M. Cllnchant (France) : 
Translation : I would like to propose that _we 

should not vote for persons but for ~ountr~es. 
The delegations elected can then dec1de V.:h1ch 
of tlieir members will serve on the Busmess 
Committee. 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba), Vice
President : 

Translation : I would like to point out that 
the method of voting for persons presents cer
tain disadvantages. The different members of the 
delegations do not yet know each other very well, 
but everyone knows which countries are mo~t 
interested in the opium problem. In my opi
nion it would therefore be better to elect coun
tries' and each delegation can then choose the 
member it considers most competent to serve 
on t.he Committee. 

M. Comnine (Roumania) : 
Translation : I en.tirely agree with the pro

posal put forward by M. Clinchant and M. de 
Aguero for the reasons they have stated and 
also because in each delegation some of the 
members are more expert than others in this 
subject. Again, the question might be raised 
as to whether a delegation is or is not entitled 
to send another delegate who was more compe
tent to deal with any particular problem to 
sit on the Business Committee. 

I would therefore also like to propose that 
we should vote for countries, and that each 
delegation should then inform the President 
which of its members will serve on the Business 
!=ommittee, while retaining the right to replace 
h.im by the member most competent to discuss 
any ,given question on the agenda. 

The Prealdent : 
Trat1slation : I would like to ask for an 

explanation. Does the French delegate's pro-
. posal mean that the delegation elected can 

appoint its member on the Business Committee 
once and for all, or does it mean that it can 
appoint a different member for each question ? 

M. Cllnchan\ (France) : 
Translation : When the delegation has been 

elected, it can depute any one of its members 
to serve on the Committee. 

The Preeiden\ : 
Truslatiot& : I take it that the French Cuban 

and Roumanian delegates are voici~a the 
general opinion of the Conference, to "'which 

The Votl·ng WI'll therefore I willing! y defer. 
be for countries. 

Does the Polish delegate stand by his pro-
posal? 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I do. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Chodzko's proposal is 

that the meeting should adjourn for five minutes. 
Does the Conference agree ? (Assent.) 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
Before we separate, there is one point I 

should like to have made clear. I understand that 
we have eleven votes, but that not more than 
one vote can be given to any one country. Is 
that correct ? 

The President : 
Translation : That is quite correct. 

(The Conference adjourned for'five minutes). 

The President : 
Translation : In conformity with the usual 

procedure of the Assembly of the League, I 
will appoint two tellers. I propose 1\lr. Beland, 
first delegate of Canada, and M. Comnene, first 
delegate of Roumania. I will ask these t~o 
gentlemen to be good enough to take the1r 
places near the ballot box. 

Before we proceed to the vote, I will read 
you the Rules of Procedure regarding the sercet 
ballot as followed by the Assembly : 

"When a number of elective places of 
the same nature are to be filled at one time, 

. those persons who obtain an absolute 
majority at the first ballot shall be elected. 
If the number of persons obtaining such 
majority is less than the number of persons 
to be elected, there shall be a second bal.lot 
to fill the remaining places, the votmg 
being restricted to the unsuccessful can
didates who obtained the greatest number 
of votes at the first ballot, not more than 
double in number the places remaining to 
be filled. Those candidates, to the number . 
required to be elected, who receive the 
greatest number of votes at the second 
ballot, shall be declared elected." 

1 take it that you are prepared to accept 
these rules. We will now proceed to the roll-· 
call of the different countries. 

The roll of the delegations was called. 

The President : 
Translation : The result of the voting is 

·as follows : 39 delegations voted and !he 
absolute majority is therefore 20. The _fol~oWing 
countries obtained an absolute maJonty at 
the first ballot and are therefore elected members 
of the Business Committee : 

United States of America .... ·35 votes 
France .......... · · · · · · · · · · · · 34 .. 
Japan ........... ··········· ·34 .. 
British Empire ............... 32 .. 
Switzerland ................ · ·30 .. 
Netherlands ............... · · · 27 .. 
Germanv ................ · · · · 25 .. 
Italy .. : .................. ·· .25 .. 
India ..... : ..............•.... 2I .. 
Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats 

and Slovenes ....•...••... 20 .. 



As the Business Committee is to consist ~f 
eleven members and as only ten ha,·e been elec
ted at the first ballot, a second b.1Uot must 
be held for the election of the eleventh member. 
After the countries which I have just named 
the following countries obtained most votes : ' 

Spain .•..•................... 18 votes 
Bolivia ...•.................. 1" u . J •• ruguay ....... · ............. Il p 0 •• crsta ......................... to 
Poland ..........•........... 10 " •• 

while a number of other countrit·s recdvcd 
isolated votes. 

According to the Rules of Procedure which 
we ha\'e just adopted, a second ballot must 
be held. 

As there remains one place to be f1IINI, t hi,; 
ballot must be taken on the two randidall'S 
who obtained the greatest number of vott•s; 
in this case, Spain and Bolivia. 

We will therefore proct'ed to a l>t•mnd ballnt. 
I will ask the Secretary to be good enough to 
call the roll of State~. 

M. de Palaoloe (Spain) : 
T,a,slatio" : I thank the delegations which 

voted for Spain, but I would like to ask 
them to \'ote this time for Boli\;a. Holivia 
is more interested in this question than Spain, 
and Spain will consider herself to be very wdl 
represented on the Committt'e by Bolivia. 

The Preslden& : 
T'anslatio11 : In that case it is doubtful 

whether a ballot is ncce~sary. The Rules of 
Procedure, however, leave no alternative, and 
we will proceed to a second ballot if no proposul 
is made to the contrary. 

· M. de Aguero j Be&hanoour1 (Cuba), \'icc
President : 

T'anslatiolt : As M. de Palacios hu with· 
drawn in favour of Bolivia, and considers that 
she will worthily represent Spain, it set'ms to 
me that the question is settled and that 1 
second ballot is unnecessary. 

The Prealden& : 
· Translation : Unless l\1. de Palacios' pro

posal is unanimously accepted, I must hold a 
second ballot. 

Have any delegates any objection• to make ? 
As there is no objection, I declare the ten 

·. countries mentioned above, togetht:r with Doli· 
via, elected members of the Business Committee. 

M. Pln&o-Eaoaller (Bolivia) : 
I would like to thank M. de Palacios most 

warmly for the honour he has done my country 
by withdrawing in its favour. I also want to 
thank all the delegates who supported the 
Spanish delegate's proposal. 

The Prealden& : 
T,a,slatio" : The Business Committee is 

thus constituted according to the procedure 
adopted. 

I now want to ask each delegation elected 
to appoint its member on this Commi~tee. 
The" final constitution of the Business Comnuttee 
llill be settled in this room at the close of this 
afternoon's plenary meeting. 

17. PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION ON THE 
BASIS OF THE SERIES OF MEASURES 
ADOPTED BY THE ADVISORY COM· 

• 

MITTEE ON THE TRAFFIC IN OPIUM 
AND OTHER DANGEROUS DRUGS : 
SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED STA
TES OF AMERICA. 

The R&. Rev. Charlea BNnt (Unitt•d Stntrs 
of Amt•rica) : 

On bt'hnlf of the dl'!t•gation of the United 
States of Amt•rka, I hn\'e the honour to submit 
to the Conference tht' programmr .t•mhodying 
not only the mind of the dt'lt•~:ntion but also 
the mind uf thr nation which wr n•prcst~nt. 
(Annex 4). I ph\l~e thi~ in your hnnd~ now 
informally in ord .. r that you may luwe oppor· 
tunity to t<hltly, critici~ nnd nnwnd the propo· 
sals whirh it ront11ins. 

You will note that we nil our pro.:mmmu 
"~ug~t·stions". It i~ an att<'mpt to trnnslute 
the idt•nl!l fur whkh we ~tnnd into h•rms of 
national lind inh•rnntionul rrurtiCl'. !t is 
rourht•d nut in tl'rm<~ of immt•tlilwy or expetlk•ncv 
but of a purpose to whirh ('\'l'f)' l'ignntury of 
the Hague l'on\·t·ntion Is plt·llgt·tl-· the ultimatr 
suppression of the abu~t· nf opium. cornhw and 
thl'ir derivativr~. anti tht• rC'strktinn of tht'ir , 
produrtion and rnanufartun• within the n•quire· 
ment~ of medicine and !tdrnt•r, l'ht• thought 
that we havl" h11d in mind i; nut how little 
we may do anti call it pro~:n··~. but how grrat 
a stridt· forward we may takt•, not IRnorinl{ tlmt 
drJ:r<'e of ri•.k which io~ invarinhly n rurnpanlon 
of furwllrd movrmcnt. 

The dclq:ntion of the Unitt•d o:.;tal•·~ would 
be acting beyond it' provinrc in prt•~t·nting 
such a J>rngrammc n~ I~ bdnl{ J>lact•tl in your 
hand~ w•·re it not that we nrc voiring not 
mr•rt·ly nn Act of Congrr·•~ und the ln~trul'lionll 
of the (;ovrrnmcnt, but nl>~n the popular 
d••mand. We carry with UA written ducJmt•ntM 
plcd~o:inl( the un!lolicitcd 1111pport of ~m:h·tie!l 
an•l organi~atiu11~ rt~ prt•st•nta t 1 vr uf t ht! whole 
country, from till' Anwrkan Hr•tl Cm~" Sndl'ly, 
the Amt•riran Chamber of Cumnwrrr, the 
Grotto (a Ma~ouic or~:ani•atiun), the l\ly~tic 
Shrine (anoth••r Ma•onic organi'latlon), and 
fraternal ord•·u rcprr~r·nting five million people, 
from international mi~sionary lol'ietlt•!l, 700 
schonlt and collt·gc• and hundred' of churt·hcs 
and rt·ligi<lll8 organi~ation~. 

It !'.Cemcd to u~ wi'e to formulate our po~i· 
tion in term~ of Th•• llt•ague C'onwntion omtm· 
ded anrl enlarged. If it br urgl'(l that we ore 
expecting to ct.over too much ground ot a lltride, 
we would answr·r that ~uch a cour~c would be 
far Jc.,s dangt·rou!'l to the intrre~t!'l of the human 
rat:e than an attcmJ•I merely to mark ti mt'· or • 
dally. Thr! popular mind '" b1·ginning to•bc 
suflicicntly informed of thr! peril of the 11ituation 
to require 1ome fnrcr!ful action under the terms 
of a Convention that ha .. now b~:~m in existence 
for twdve years and thus far pwduced rtlativel)f 
little fruit. 

As I shall point out later, there is more at 
stake, far than the immediate que!ltion bdore 
us. The whole principle ,,f international action • 
and the value of the international treaty is 
involved. When the time comr~!l in the course 
of the Conference for formal and definitive 
ar.tion, the American delegation will put before 
the Conference in the shape of amendments or 
substitutes to proposals made, or u a complete 
plan, as occasion may advise, the various 
su~~cstions contained m their programme. 

1-·or the present we are laying our whole 
case before the Conference without reserve 
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and ulterior motive. There is nothing we 
do not say. There .is no guile hidden beneath 
the surface. If we are bold in our proposals, 
we are frank in our presentation of them. No 
longer can we honest.ly say of t~e slavery of 
addiction what Canmng once sa1d of chattel 
slavery: "I abjure the principle of perpetual 
slavery but I am not prepared now to state 
in what way I wo'!ld set about its ab<_>lition". 
Our clear business 1s to prepare for actiOn. 

From the beginning it has been clear that 
no single nation can combat the peril and ruin 
'with which habit-forming drugs threaten, not 
one nation, but all nations. I venture to 
repeat words a~voca~ing internati~nal action 
which were wntten lD 1906 relative to the 
nation, both then and now, most troubled by 
the abuse of opium : 

"The sole hope for the Chinese is in 
~Wnccrted action. As a side issue, but 
as a consideration that would in my mind 
enhance the value of the movement, it 
would tend to unify in some measure 
nations that are Oriental either by nature 
or through the possession of dependencies 
in the Orient. Nothing tends to promote 
peace more than a common aim." 

At that very moment there was beginning a 
bold adventure in China entailing much risk, 
where nation stood beside nation in a common 
endeavour to reach a seemingly impossible goal. 
The goal was reached, and had it not been for 
the universal upheaval of the world which has 
turned back the clock of progress, China would 
probably have consolidated the victory she 
had won over her worst internal enemy. What 
was done before must be done again. China 
docs not desire, nor will she be benefited by, 
the pit')', the cynicism or the criticism of sister 
nations. She needs their encouragement and 
active aid. 

I speak of China thus early because the Chinese, 
either in their own territory or in the depen
dencies of other nations, are the chief victims 
of a notorious form of narcotic abuse. The 
courageous treatment of this question in coun
tries where the Chinese are resident in large 

· numbers could not fail to have its effect on 
China. The representatives of China are them
selves asking why the profit received from the 
salp, of prepared opium in countries where such 
sale is legalised cannot be used to combat in 
one way or another the victims of addiction .. 
This is a question which must be frankly 
answered, especially by such countries as claim 
that traffic in prepared opium is not practised 
for the purpose of making revenue. The whole 
world waits for the answer. 

.\\'hen it comes to the consideration of the 
restriction of production and manufacture within 
tpe limits of medical and scientific needs -let 
us be frank - the crux is money. Eliminate 
economic difficulties and the rest would . be 
easv.. Whet? I speak in this way, I recognise 

• and npprec1ate the grave difficulties which 
confront many countries. The reduction of 
production and manufacture would mean eco
nomic e~barrassment. Whatever steps are 
tak{'n, ~h1s should be kept in full ,;ew. \\'e must 
dctermme on forward movement forward move
ment that is steady and will ~ot cease until 
the goal has been reached. 
. Among those who are perplexed by such prac
t~cal pro~lem.s as. I have indicated, there is some
times an mchnat10n to irritation and impatience 

because of the unpractical side of idealists, but, 
let us not forget it, the hope of the world is in 
idealism that breaks the bonds of conventional 
thought and practice and challenges the impos
sible to defend its claims. No movement for 
the betterment of the human race ever yet 
succeeded that did not lift its standard high 
and even have a valiant disregard for many 
of the maxims of commonsense. 

Science is the watchword of the day. 
Science is head without heart. Emotion, on the 
other hand, is heart without head. In this 
business we need as much heart as head. A 
biologist has recently claimed that the Golden 
Rule without science would wreck the world 
that tried it. How does he know ? It has 
never been tried. This we do know: that science 
without the Golden Rule has wrecked the 
world and we stand amidst the wreckage. 

The League of Nations and the last compact 
signed within these walls, I mean the Protocol 
for the Pacific Settlement of International 
Disputes, are both distinguished instances of 
adventure in the realm of the seemingly impos
sible, ventures of the heart quite as much as . 
of the head. That they are discounted and 

. feared and criticised does not pale the real 
brilliance of their respective stars. It is better 
far to live in the freedom of bold experiment, 
pressing upward into the realm of the untried, 
than to abide in the doubtful security of the 
castle of self-interest and the stagnant pool 
of the status quo. 

The story of the advancement of the human 
race is a story of adventure and of refusal to 
stand still because there is a lion in the way. 
Two things destroy the power and beauty of 
an ideal ; the one, a refusal to make adven
tures ; the other, admiration without imitation. 
Both dangers threaten this Conference. 

The delegation of the United States asks of 
you but one thing at this time, and it asks for 
that thing in the spirit of brotherhood and kindli
ness and faith in human nature. Let this Confe
rence not adjourn without declaring in a prac
tical way before the world that it is set on pur
suing the ideal we have accepted until it has 
been realised. 

If you will allow one who has laboured for 
nearly a quarter of a century in our common 
cause to lay before you the principles which 
have actuated him, permit him to do so by 
suggesting certain guides that should determine 
our procedure during the days of our fellowship 
in this Conference. 

I. The ethical must determine and inspire 
the practical. This is not a question where 
there can be a great deal of difference of opi
nion among men of principle and honour. 
That which we would count an evil and a pest 
in our own family must be considered an evil 
and a pest in the family of another. What 
applies to families applies also to nations. In 
other words, we must aim at that difficult task 
of treating others and the interests of others on 
the same . plane as ourselves and our own 
interests. Probably, we are only kept from 
adopting this practice by some subtile fear that 
we shall in the end lose thereby. 

It has been truly said that "the people who 
do most completely what is, in effect, to their 
interest to do are those who, on moral grounds, 
do what they believe to be against their interest". 
Bertrand Russell gives as an illustration how 
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among early Quakers "there were a number 
of shopkeepers wh~ adopted the practice of 
a~~ng no more for. their goods than they \H'~ 
Willing to accept, mstead of bargaining with 
each customer as everybody else did. They 
adopted this practice because they held it as 
a lie to ask more than they would take, but the 
convenience to customers was so great that 
everybody came to their shops and they grew 
rich." 

Similarly, it has been recorded by an eminent 
statistician that in New England out of 100 
commercial houses founded for the pursuit of 
gain and self-interest, which existed 100 years 
ago, but five have survived. On the other hand. 
out of IOO philanthropic organisations created 
for the benefit of others, in existence 100 years 
ago, 95 survive. 

2. We must somehow find the courage and 
the wisdom that will enable us to speak the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. Open diplomacy is beginning to assert 
its reality and power in international negotia
tions.. Open diplomacy alone, however, will 
not suffice. We must also have frank diplo
macy. Let us no( dwell on technicalitie!l or 
run off on side issues in order to evade the main 
question. Evasion is a form of cowardice and 
is headed for ultimate defeat. Dialectic clever
ness usually leads to a hollow triumph and is 
a degradation of the truth. 

3· In spite of any checks that we may have 
had in the mutual rapproclaemenl of nations, 
in spite of the mistakes of Governments that 
have unnecessarily aroused hostilities, in spite 
of the suspicions and fears which still mar free 
intercourse in the family of nations, we must 
recognise the essential unity of the human 
race. There is no white or yellow or brown or 
black human nature. We see the same material, 
the same substance, under every colour, whether 
in Africa, Asia, Europe or America. God never 
made one nation to be exploited or despised 
by another. 

The story goes that one man of eminence met 
another man of eminence. They accidently 

l·ostled one another. Both turned and each 
ooked fiercely at his neighbour. Then one 

of them said : "Why do you eye me 10 1 God 
made me." To which the other responded: 
"Then He is falling off sadly in His work." A 
humorous way of indicating one of the chief 
reasons why the world is at odds with itself -
mutual disrespect and arrogance. 

Mutual respect is the aole basis of fellowship, 
whether among individuals or among nations. 
There are various fhases of human nature and 
varying degrees o capacity in human nature. 
But there is only one human nature. I speak 
as a humble follower of Jesus Christ. 

I made reference earlier in my address to the 
fact that more was involved in this Conference 
than the settlement of a single question. Inter
national treaties are as ;ret relatively few ~nd 
the particular one by which most of the nations 
represented here are bound is among the earlie~t. 
In international treaties we have the ch1ef 
instmment by which the nations of the world 
are to be firmly bound together. 

Individual treaties are of small account as 
compared with & treaty where a large number 
of nations are all bound by a common compact. 
One country may have individual treaties with 
fifty others, but that fact does not prevent those 
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fifty countrit•s bt'ing all at odds with one another. 
I look at the Hague Opium Convention as a test 
convention. 1f we can prove to a world whkh 
is apt to be t•ynkiU thl\t this is an effective 
agent for mutual untlt'rst;mtling and co-ope
rative action, we shall be cl.oing a S.t'rvice valuable 
bevond computation for the pence of mankind. 

l would add, ho\\"l'Wr, that 1 recognise that 
conft'rt'l\O:t'S and trt•atit•s 1ue but agendt•s thnt 
mu!'t be tnkt'n out of the f\'alm of mere mecha
nism into thllt of t'rganic life by the spirit 
infused into tllt'm. We must start and we must 
end with kimlliness. Agnin, to quote that• 
Vt'rsatilu and brilli1Ult publidst, Bt'rtrand Russl'll: 
"Only kindli1wss can save the world, and even 
if we know how to produce kimlliness we 11hould 
not do so unit'S!! we are aln'ndy kindly." 

In conclu~ion, 1 would ¥ny this. You and 
I are launrht'd on an undt'rtaking which will 
not brook delays, prell'nt't's, or bnrk5liding.e We 
are a gathering of men pletlgt•d on behalf of 
our respective nation~ to the pursuit of an ltlenl 
until it i!l rcnlisrd. Wo mu~t be true to our 
trust. There are those already who hnvc finished 
thl'ir course without ~tcing the triumph of 
their cause nnd oun. Thry luwe hnnut'd on the 
torch for us to carry high and with blnt.ing tlamc. 

My fril'nd:l nntl rnllt·agut'll, Hamilton Wright, 
repn:scnting the \\\,~t. and Tang Kwo An, 
reprcst'nting the Orit•nt, have llniMiwd tht'ir 
work and we are the rit-hcr bt•cau~e of the heri
tage that tht•y have pn~~~ed on to u~. Sir John 
Jordan, that tine old warrior, I~ Mill with UN, 
but he is at the cvcntitla of hi11 life. Of him 
may it be aptly 'nid a!l wa!l •nid of anotlll'r 
rru .. ad<'r of hill sort : "Singlcnt·~w of purpoMc 
i~ the cru~ader'• characteristic virtue and the 
!lt:crct of his power". 

In a book that i11 wi~e beyond all b~k11 to 
the fhristian, it i!l writll·n concerning the Idea
lists of old : "The~e all died in faith, not having 
received the promi~e,., but having 1een them 
and greeted them from nfar". It may be our 
fate and, if it be 110, we ahall not complain. 
Eventually, the victory will be won by other 
hands if not by oun. Hut I cannot but feel 
that the moment of victory ill not far distant. 
It is ready to arrive when the nation!t will it 
to arrive. 

The record of the last mumcnh of tho life 
of William Wil bcrforre i!l an antidote to t h~ 
who are faint-hcartcd and who are too cagc:r 
for personal triumJ'h in the cau!!C whi«:h after 
all i• not our own except 10 far a11 we 1ervc it 
and make our contribution to it. In an inter
val of con!ICiOU!IIIC!I!I lu~ told hi11 11on that • he 
was in a very di!>trcs!!Cd litatc. "Y1~!1", replied · 
his •on, "but you have your feet em the .Hock". 
The dying man'• la!lt word:t were : "I do not 
venture to &peak !10 p011itivcly, but I hope 1 
have." It was not until a year later that 8oo,ooo 
!llaVf:ll became free. • 

We, too, b«:lievc that we have our feet upon the 
Rock and we earne!ltlf hope that when the 
Convention which wil cl~M~e thi11 Conference • 
is signed it will mean a near approach to the 
emancipation of the countleH &Iaveli now in 
bondage to the ruthles& ma!lter of addiction. 
(Applause.) 

The Preeldent: 
T'anslation : The memorandum submitted 

by the United States delegation will be distri
buted 1bortly. I intend later to make a commu
nication in regard to it. 



M. von Eckardt (Germany) : 
Translation : 1\Ir. President, ladies and 

gentlemen - If I venture to speak after so 
eminent an authority as Bishop Brent, it is 
because I am strongly impressed by the depth 
of his sincerity. His lofty views and high aspi
rations set our hearts beating faster. We 
have had the good fortune to listen to a speech 
that will find an enthusiastic echo throughout 
the world, one that will show that our Conference 
is concerned, not with fine phrases, but with 
deeds, with efforts undertaken to save the lives 

j of thousands of unhappy misguided human 
beings, to save, as our President said so well 
the day before yesterday, the generations 
which succeed us. "Where there's · a will, 
there's a way". We are all inspired with the 
passionate desire of fulfilling the sacred duty 
of doing everything possible to discover some 
mea,s of combating the horrible ravages of 
opium and other narcotics. -

I am certain, too, that we shall find the right 
way, that we shalJ agree as to the methods 
and measures which we ought to adopt, and that 
the Governments of all the nations will act ener
getically and drastically. 

Last Monday I had the honour to state 
Germany's intentions. Bishop Brent's words 
will not only be welcomed in our eonntry, as 
indeed they will throughout the world, but 
they will stimulate all those in whose hearts 
the love of one's neighbour is stronger and more . 
potent than the low instincts of sci fishness. 
A witty person once said to me : "We are 
all heroes when we arc bearing the misfortunes 
of others". Bishop Brent tells us to be heroes 
in combating the misfortunes which threaten 
humanity. 

M. Veverka (Czecho11lovakia) : 
Tra~slatinn : I am happy to be able to 

speak m the name of a country which the terrible 
problem of .oPi!!m does not directly affect. 
Czechoslovakta 1s not, and never will be, a 
pr?ducer State or a consumer State in the dispar
agmg s~nse of the word. At the most, it might 
be po~~~ ~le some day or other, in view of Czecho
slovakta s clima~e. to intr~duc.e poppy culture 
to meet the medtcal and sctenhfic requirements 
of the c?untry and to free Czechoslovakia 
from foretgn imports. 

This privileged position makes it possible 
for my country to view the situation quite 
calmly and impartially. 

After careful consideration, the Czechoslo-
. val: G~vernmcnt has once more come to the 
co~rlu~ton t.hat the vast problem of opium, 
~luc.h !s of Importance to the progress of civi
hsahon and humanity, cannot be solved unless 
all States loyally participate in its solution. 
, The. C~echoslovak Government indeed shares 
the opmton of t~ose who believed that the first 
~ague .c~mvenhon - provided it were applied 
tn a spmt of absolute solidarity by all nations 

•. ~nd races:-- would suffice to a very large extent, 
af not entuely, to remedy the havoc caused by 
the abuse of narcotics. 

{Good faith is the most indispensable condition 
o all. 
t ·Nee~~~ to say, production must be restricted 
i~ t~e fitcmal. and scientific purposes. That 

. . 
1 
rst thmg. To lay down certain general 

r:;I~Ct.P es, my Government is of the opinion 
ro:sllt i~ould .be necessary to supervise rigo-

y, particular the manufacture, import, 

export, distribution and sale of drugs ; to 
forbid trade in opium derivatives in every 
shape or form ; fo render the opium trade 
subject to the granting of individual concessions; 
to ensure that the holders of these concessions 
furnish returns which must be properly con
trolled ; to establish special certificates for 
i~port • a~d export ; only to grant export 
ltcences With the consent of the State to which 
the goods arc consigned and to inflict upon 
offender~ severe penalties, for example, heavy 
fines, wtthdrawal of the concession, etc. 
· If every country were to apply loyally the 
suggestions that I have just made, the problem 
would soon cease to exist. 

I have the honour to speak in the name 
of a people which, in the course of its history 
has sacrificed itself for a great ideal. For th~ 
freedom of conscience which it proclaimed 
before the world through the mouth of John 
Russ, my country suffered three centuries of 
thraldom. She has thus the right to raise her voice 

. when the opium problem is discussed, the more 
so since, stripped of all that is not essential 
it has become fundamentally a humanitaria~ 
problem. It is even doubly so, for its solution 
will contribute to the physical and moral 
welfare of mankind. This solution, however, can 
only be reached by the firm determination 
of the representatives of the whole of humanity. 
The responsibility is a collective one, from 
which no nation can escape. 

It is with this conviction that I express the 
most sincere wishes of my Government for the 
success of the Opium Conference. 

Czechoslovakia's devotion to the ideas of 
solidarity and progress, upon which the whole 
structure of the League of Natigns is based, 
has become, if I may say so, proverbial. 

For this reason she is able to appreciate, 
better perhaps than most other countries, 
the importance of our present proceedings. 
She cannot forget that the prestige of the 
League of Nations may be affected if this 
Conference does not fulfil the high hopes that 
it has aroused.· 

Let us remember that more and more through
out the world public opinion is becoming 
the supreme judge and that it is inspired 
by an idealism that is invincible. It is no 
sterile idealism, but an idealism essentially 
constructive· and anxious to express itself, 
an idealism of such dynamic force that even 
great material interests have· to bow before 
it. It proved its power during the war ; it 
exists to-day and it is eager to achieve results. 

\Ve Czechoslovaks are sometimes accused of 
having become too materialistic. The reproach 
is undeserved. Our long sufferings have taught 
us to seek the ideal only in order to realise 
it, and it is this motto, which has been so dearly 
won, that I would like to see exalted at this 
Conference. • 

The Hague Conference met under the banner 
of idealism. The task of the Geneva Conference 
is to achieve positive results ; for the noblest 
of all ideals is an ideal achieved. 

The President : 

Translation : I propose that the general 
discussion be adjourned until to-morrow at 
10.30 a.m. (Assent.) 

The Conference rose at 6.45 p.m. 

-8-



SOCIETE DES NATIONS 5 

DHUXIHMH CONFHRHNCH DH L'OPIUM 

COMPTE RENDU DES SEANCES PLENIERES 

CINQUIEME S£ANCE 

Tenue a Geneve, le jeudi 20 not•emb11 19l ... II 10 A. JO. 

18. 

20. 

SOMMAIRE 

DISCUSSION PRtLIMINAIRE Sl'R LA BASE 
DE L'ENSEMBLE DES MESURES ADOPTtES 
PAR LA COMMISSION CONSCLTATIVE DU 
TRAFIC DE L'OPil'M ET AUTRES DROGUES 
NUISIBLES (suite de Ia discussion). 

RAPPORT DE LA COMMISSION DES PLEINS 
PouvmRs·. 
Pouvoirs de Ia delegation chinoise. 
AUDITION DES REPRtSENTANTS DES Asso
CIATIONS BtNtVOLES. 
Communication du president. 

President : M. Herluf ZAHLE. 

18. DISCUSSION PRtLIMINAIRE SUR LA 
BASE DEL'ENSEMBLEDESMESURES 
ADOPTtES PAR LA COMMISSION 
CONSULTATIVE DU TRAFJC DE L'O
PIUM ET AUTRES DROGUES NUISI
BLES. (SUITE DE LA DISCUSSION). 

Le President : 
Je rouvre Ia discussion generale et donne Ia 

parole a l\1. H. S. Beland. 

M. Henri Beland (Canada) : 
Monsieur le President, Mesdames, ~lessieurs, 

Ia delegation canadienne desire exprimer sa 
profonde satisfaction de voir reunis, a Geneve, 
les representants de presque toutes les nations 
du globe pour y discuter la question, si impor
tante, du controle, de la production et de la 
distribution des narcotiques. C'est qu'au Canada, 
comme dans les autres pays, les ravages causes 
par l'abus des stupefiants prennent des pro~r
tions alarmantes; le mal se repand soumotse
ment, il envahit presque toutes les clas~ 
sociales, et bien qu'on puisse dire que les l.ots 
si sev~res edictees par le Parlement canad1en 

aient, dans une ccrtnine mc~ure, enrnyt! lc fltluu, 
il n'en re!<te pa!l moin~ ucqui~ que In Hnlutlon 
du probl~me est, chl·z nou!l, comme nllhmrs, 
encore a Vl'nir. 

II DOll! pnralt evhlcnt, touh·foi5, qu'rn Europe 
comme en Amt1rique du Nord, c'cst de l'nka· 
!olde, plutOt que de )'opium et de Ia fcuillo dll 

coca, que vicnt Ia m••nace. Sl l'u~age lllidte 
des narcotique!l etait limit~! au prodult brut, 
il serait considtlrl! com me presque ln~igni fiant. 

La cocaine, Ia morphine,l'htlrolne, voila,b. notre 
scns, lcs enncmis a combattre. Existe·t·il un 
moyen ellkace d'en restcindre l'uKngc aux sculs 
besoin!l scicntiliqucs et mcdicaux? Voyon~ un pcu 
lcs trois alcaloldcs que je viens de mentionncr. 
Ne sont-ils pas le rr~ultat d'un proeM<! clabor«! 
de manufacture ? N'e~t-il pu vral que !'entre
prise qui con~i!lte l extraire, en quantit«! apr.re
ciable, ce~ alcaloldes de !'opium ct des fculllc1 
de coca, nccessite un va~te atelier et un outillage 
complique ? Autant de condition!! qui rcndcnt 
Ia manufacture clandc~tine l pcu pre~ impr,.!libM. 
Et puis, lcs nations chez lc!!qucllet cctte lndu1· 
trie est pratiquce n'ont-cllcs pas toutet donne 
leur adhesion l Ia Convention internationale de 
La Haye ? 

Tout cela etant notoire, je po~e Ia queation 
suivante : est-ce une tAche Jrreali!lable pour 
chaque pays, pour chaque gouvernemen(, que 
de controler Ia fabrication et Ia di!!tributwn 
de ces trois alcaloldes ? Evidemmcnt non. 
Toute la question est Ia. • 

Je ne veux pas entrer dan!! det details qui, 
a cette etape de Ia procedure, paraitraicnt 
et 1eraient superftus. Qu'il me sulli!!e de signaler 
que Jes Etats-Uni!l, dont Ia dc!Cgation a fait 
entendre, bier, une voix si autorisl!e, ont edict!! 
des lois dont !'application scrait sulli!lante pour 
enrayer Je mal, si )'importation clande!itine, 
en d'autres termcs, si Ia contrebande organisl!e 
n'inondait leur territoire d'hCrolne, de morphine 
et de cocaine. 

Par contre, la fabrication clandestine de ces 
alcaloldes est aussi impossible que serait celle 
des armes ou du tabac. Done, le controle dans 
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un pays donne, s'il est voulu sincerement, est 
realisable. . 

Je dis done que le remMe a un mal envahis~ant 
est a Ia portee de cette Conference ; les nat10ns 
peuvent se donner Ia main dans un elan huma
nitaire,dans une poussee de patriotisme.vra}ment 
mondiale, et dclivrer Ia societe de Ia pla1e h1deuse 
du narcotisme. 

Un honorable delcgue exprimait, avant-hier, 
l'opinion si juste que l'edificatio_n d'une pros
perite individuclle n.e saurait se fa1re a1;1x dep~ns 
du bien-Hre moral, mtellectu~l et phys1_que d un 
~trc humain. Cette pensee s1 belle dolt Hre le 

~ flambeau qui tklaire Ia Conference dans l'accom-
plissement de sa noble tAche. · 

I.e Gouvernement du Canada demande avec 
instance Ia cooperation bienveillante des autres 
nations dans le but d'arriver a un accord inter
national. 11 desire que cette Convention vise 
en tout premier lieu Ia determination, par chaque 
pays, de Ia quantite de n~rc~tiques nece~saires, 
chaque annce, pour sahsfa1re aux ex1gences 
tegitimes de Ia science·- medicate ou autre -
qu'ensuite, elle prevoie l'adoption de lois sti
pulant un controle severe de Ia production 
de l'importation, de I' exportation et de Ia yente 
des alcaloldes stupefiants. Cet accord, Messieurs, 
est desirable et il est susceptible de realisation. 

En tous cas, Ia cooperation Ia plus ardente, 
l'appui le plus genereux sont acquis a Ia Conferen
ce de Ia part du Canada. (Applaudissements.) 

M, Bze (Chine) : 
Traduction: J'ai ete profondement emu, hier 

lorsque, assis aupres de notre eminent president, 
j'ai entendu le discours si eloquent de Mgr Brent. 
Plus j'y refilkhis et plus je suis touche. C'est 
pourquoi je tiens a declarer que Ie Gouvernement 
et le peuple chinois approuveront, j'en suis 
certam, tout ce qu'il a dit. 

Hier, lorsque Mgr Brent a parle, nous avons 
vu luire, pour Ia premiere fois depuis deux se
maines, un rayon de soleil ; nous continuerons 
aujourd'hui a suivre Ia voie que Mgr Brent nous 
a tracee au cours de Ia discussion generate. Le 
solei! brille encore aujourd'hui et sa vive lu
miere est d'un heureux augure; 
. Je tiens tout specialement a remercier Mgr 
Brent d'avoir dit que Ia Chine ne sollicite pas 
Ia pitie des nations sceurs, elle n'en tirerait 
d'ailleurs aucun profit, pas plus que de leurs 
r~marques cyniques ou de leurs critiques. C'est 
d'un encouragement et d'une aide active qu'elle 
a besoin. Je remercie encore Monseigneur d'avoir 
dit que des mesures energiques, prises dans ·Jes 
pays ou les Chinois resident en grand nombre, 
ne manqueraient pas d'avoir un retentissement 
en Chine. 

· Je · .remarque ~&aleme.nt que Monseigneur 
a rep.ns Ia propos1hon fa1te par moi devant Ia 
prem1ere Conference : j'avais invite les gouver

. ,nements, qui tirent profit de la vente de I' opium 
prepare aux personnes qui ont contracte !'habi
tude de fumer, a faire usage de ces recettes 
d'une fa,.on ou de l'autre dans l'interH de 
ces infortunes, qui sont la s~urce de ces m~mes 
rec.ettes. • C'est une question, dit l\lgr Brent 
qm demande une reponse nette, surtout de 
Ia p~rt. des P<J:YS qui prt\tendent que le trafic 
de 1 opmm prepare n'est pas pratique en vile 
de se procurer des recettes. Le monde entier 
attend leur reponse. » 

La Chine a souffert et souffre encore, plus que 
tou.t autre pays, de l'abus de l'opium et des nar
cohques: toutefois, ce que je desire declarer 

maintenant a trait, plutot a !'aspect humanitaire 
general de Ia question, qui eveille Ia sympa
thie de toutes les nations ayant le sentiment 
de Ia justice et de leurs gouvernements, plutot 
qu'aux souffrances speciales du peuple chinois. 

I.e siecle dernier a • vu disparaitre, parmi les 
peuples civilises, l'institution de l'esclavage; 
les traitants ont ete mis hors Ia loi comme les 
pirates de haute mer. Le monde entier a appris 
a connaitre les efforts pernicieux, tant au physi
que qu'au moral, de !'usage de !'opium, de ses 
derives et des autres narcotiques, lorsqu'ils ne 
sont pas employes strictement a des fins medi
cates et sci en ti fiq ues. 

La Conference ne decevra pas, j 'en suis certain, 
les esperances des peoples du monde entier. 
Ces derniers croient, en effet, que, dans Ia mesure 
ou le probleme peut ~tre resolui grace a une 
action commune des Puissances, lcs dispositions 
de Ia presente Conference, devan11ant de beaucoup 
les mesures obligatoires decidees a Ia Convention 
de La Haye de 1912. aboutiront ala suppression 
de ce ficau qui afflige l'humanite d'une fa,.on 
si desastreuse. 

Nous ne laisserons certainement pas dire que 
toutes les nations, nlunies ici dans un esprit 
de collaboration amicale, n'ont pu aboutir 
a un accord, au sujet des mesures qu'elles pren
draient, separement ou en collaboration les 
unes avec les autres, en vue de delivrer l'hu
manite, grace a des mesures progressives, du 
fieau qui l'accable. 

Je reconnais, bien entendu, que Ia reglemen
tation de Ia consommation de !'opium et des 
narcotiques, sous une forme quelconque, de 
Ia part d'un Etat determine, est, au point de 
vue du droit public, une question d'ordre 
exclusivement interieur, et que les autres nations 
n'ont de responsabilites qu'en ce qui concerne 
le point de vue humanitaire general, qui, etant 
du domaine de Ia morale, s'eleve au-dessus de 
toute consideration d'ordre juridique. Au ·nom 
du Gouvernement et du peuple chinois, je 
puis m'engager. a aider, dans toute Ia mesure 
de nos moyens, les efforts concertes que pourront 
faire les Puissances pour atteindre le but vise 
par cette Conference . 

11 y a pres de vingt ans, le Gouvernement 
chinois, avec !'assistance de ses sujets les plus 
eclaires, avait decide que Ia production et I' usage 
de !'opium, sauf pour des fins strictement me
dicales et scientifiques, devaient cesser sur toute 
l'etendue du vaste territoire de Ia Chine. Ce 
but fut pratiquement atteint dans l'espace de 
dix ans, a pres des efforts heroiques. Depuis lors, 
et il y a lieu de le regretter profondement, par 
suite des conditions politiques troublees, il 
s'est produit une certaine recrudescence de la 
culture du pavot, mais le Gouvernement chi
nois ne s'est jamais ecarte et ne s'ecartera jamais 
de Ia politique adoptee en xgo6 . 

Quand viendra le jour heureux oil le Gouver
nement de Pekin sera de nouveau en mesure 
d'exercer integralement son autorite adminis
trative et executive, une de ses premieres taches 
sera de prendre toutes les dispositions possibles 
pour liberer le pays du fieau de !'opium, de ses 
derives et de tous les autres narcotiques et 
drogues - drogues qui, d'ailleurs, ne sont pas 
fabriquees en Chine et ne peuvent y Hre intro
duites legalement, sauf pour des usages medi
caux et scientifiques. 

11 est certain que, lorsque le Gouvernement 
chinois pourra agir d'une fa11on efficace, il sera 
aide par les meilleurs elements de Ia popula-

-a-



tion chinoise. L'opinion publique devient rapi
dement de plus en plus eclairee, et elle exige 
avec plus de force que jamais, que Ia consomma~ 
tion et Ia production actuelle de !'opium en 
Chine, illegales aux termes de Ia loi chinoise, 
cessent completement. j'ai deja eu l'honneur 
de fournir a Ia premihe Conference quelques-unes 
des preuves qui demontrent com bien ce mouve
ment s'est developpc! chez les Chinois les plus 
intelligents. Je me refererai aussi A Ia lettre de 
ltl. Koo, representant de I' Association nationale 
pour Ia lotte contre I' opium en Chine, recemment 
fondee. II y a deux jours seulement, j'ai r~u 
un telegramme du secretaire de cette Associa
tion, m'informant qu'elle reprt!sente actuelle
ment 1.300 organisations diverses, groupant 
plus de deux millions d'individus. 

.1\Ion but, en vous exposant ces faits, au sujet 
de Ia Chine, est simplement de vons montrer 
que les vues de Mgr Brent ont l'appui du Gouver
nement et du people chinois, Ia Conftlrence peut 
compter sur leur cooperation Ia plus entiere 
pour toutes les mesures qui pourraient ~tre prises 
par les Puissances en general, en vue de dimi
nuer et, si possible, de supprimer complctemr-nt 
tous les maux qui afftigent actuellement l'hu
manite par suite de !'usage abusif de !'opium, 
de ses derives et des autres drogues et narco
tiques. 

M. Comnine (Roumanie) : 
La presente Conference apparatt, l la di-lrga

tion de Roumanie, comme 1 une des plus impor
tantes qui se soit tenues sous lcs auspices de 
Ia Societe! des Nations. Importante par les buts 
humanitaires qu'elle se propose d'atteindre, 
elle l'est encore par le nombre et le choix des 
deleguc!s qui y representent les diver.~ gouver
nements. De grandes nations, je dirai m~me 
!'opinion publique du monde entier, suivcnt 
nos deliberations avec interH, et parfois avec 
une certaine anxiete. 

Le succes qui, nous en sommcs pcnuadcs, 
couronnera nos travaux, aura un profond rcten
tissement, car il prouvera que la Societe! des 
Nations est autre chose qu'une ideologic et un 
geste collectif d'un sentimentalisme aimable 

. mais dc!suet ainsi que ses detracteurs se plaisent 
l l'affirmer. Par contre, un echec, je l'affirme 
sans embage, pourrait avoir des n'percus~ions 
incalculables sur l'avenir m~me de Ia Societe! 
des Nations. 

Le Gouvernement royal de Roumanie qui 
a dc!montrc!, d'une maniere eclatante. ~a foi 
dans les hautes destinees de cette institution, 
est disposc!e l accueillir favorablement tout 
projet de convention destine a faire cesser, d'une 
part, l'abus des drogues nuisibles, et de dcmon
trer, d'autre part, une fois de plus !'importance 
et l'utilite de Ia Societe des Nations. (Applau
dissements.) 

Dr M. El. Guindy (Egypte) : 
Monsieur le President, Mesdameset Messieurs, 

comme c'est Ia premiere fois que I'Egypte est 
representl!e a une Conference internationale 
sons les auspices de Ia Societe des Nations, par 
une delegation purement egyptienne, je sai~i!l 
cette occasion pour apporter a cette Assemblee, 
qui renferme, dans son sein tant d'hommes emi
nents, tons les vreux que forme mon Gouver
nement pour Ia reussite de ses travaux. 

L'Egypte indc!pendante, consciente de ses 
devoirs envers l'humanitc! tout entiere, s'effor
cera, dans Ia mesure de ses moyens, d'apporter 

sa coo~ration loyale et dtlsinteressee pour 
atteindre le but que nous visons. 

L'usage illicite de l'opium et de ses dt!rives, 
ainsi que des autres substances mentionntlcs 
dans le rapport de Ia Commis..<don consultative, 
est unanimement rttprouve. 

Mais il y a une autre drogue aus..<d nuisible, 
sinon plus, que l'opium et que mon Gouveme
mcnt serait tr~s heureux de voir figurer sur le 
m~me tableau que les aut~s stupefiants dllja 
mentionnee : c'est le ha~hisch ou produit du 
CIU11111bis tlfdiC'II OU Slllillll, 

Cette substance et ses composes produisent 
des ravagr-s tels que le Gouvernement egvptien, 
drpuis deja trh longtrmps, en a intcrdit l'entrc!e 
dans le pays (!\auf, bien entendu, Ia quanti(~ 
minime nect'!l!lnire aux bt.•soins mtldicnux). Je 
ne saurais done trup insi~tt·r pour que rette 
substance suit englobt1e dans la listc1 dt•s stu~
fiants dont cette Conftlrencc a mission de rtliJIC• 
menter l'u§nge. 

J'esp~re Nre bit•ntot ron mcsure de pouvoir 
pr~scnter a cette Confcrr-nce un petit expo~!! 
sur cette qtll'stinn tr~s importante pour mun 
pays. 

II devrait Nre, d'orc!l et dtljh, cntcndu quo 
toute substance nnrcotique, deja connuo ct 
non clas~t1e parmi lt•s atupUtants, mal!l qui, 
Ct'pendant, pcut ~tre ron~idtlnlc comme h·llc, 
ain~i que tout autre produit ~tupt'finnt qui pour
rait ttre decouvert ou fabrlqut! h l'avcnlr, 
tombAt •utomatiqutmtnl 110111 lo coup dt•s 
di~po!iitions de Ia Convrntion que nou!l avon• 
le drsir de conclurc. (Applaudiutrntnls.) 

M. Vermalre (Grand-Due he! de Luxe-mbourg): 
Au nom du Gouvernrment du Grnnd-Duchcl 

de J.uxcmbourg, j'ai l'honneur de renlt'rcler 
Ia Socict~ d"s Nation• d'avolr orgunl~tl tcttc 
Conference qui a J•our ohjd primordial Ia con
clusion, dans Ia me11Ure du poKftible, l!'une 
con\'tmtion internationnle pour Ia rrprcllslnn 
rapide et crfcctive de l'u~a~:e de l'oplum et de 
touteslet dro~:ucs nui~iblc~ a Ia aante pubiique. 

La conclu~ion d'une convention !lrmhluble 
sera plus facile, 11an!1 doute, pour let Etats 
europcen'l que pour les pay1 prndudeur11 de 
)'Orient oil de'l millien de pcuonnc~ e'aclonnrnt' 
l Ia culture du pavot et, auivant l'admlrubiiJ 
expo!!l! du dcltgul! de Ia l'ene, le prince Arfa· 
od-Dovlch, truuvent dans cette culture le~t~ 
gagne-pain. Bien qu'on ne puisAe bru~qucment 
priver ccs pcnonnes de leurs moyen• d'cxistencc, 
Ia Conference 1r.ra dan1 )'obligation de rhercher 
lcs moyen1 pour enrayer, d'une fat;on ou d'une 
autre,Je commerce det narcotiques qui mcnacc111t 
Ia sant~ publique. .; 

La delegation Juxembourgeoi11e adlulrera de 
grand creur 1 toutes let mesure!l qui aeront 
prises pour supprimer le commerce ct l'ur.age 
des stupcfianb en dehors du fins medicalcs ou 
11eienti fiques. • 

Quelques dcUgue!l ont pr~coni!lt! dans ce but 
different!! moyen'! : propagande intense ct conti
nue par des conferences, par la pre11se, par lcs 
livres, par det affichcs, par le cinema, etc,. 
La dcUgation luxembourgeoise ne manquera 
pas de poursuivre une tclle pt'opagande, mais 
mais elle se demande 11i ces me11ures seront sdfi
santes pour sauver l'humaniti!. Elle se pcrmct 
d'en douter. 

Pour enrayer efficacement le trafic des <)ro
gues nuisibles, Ia delegation luxembourgeoise 
est plutot de !'avis de ceux des honorables 
membres de Ia Conference qui preconiscnt, en 
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principe une convention internationale prohi
bant p~rement et simplement tout commerce 
et tout trafic de stupefiants en dehors des 
contingents necessaires a chll:que pays _po~r 
ses besoins strictement med1caux et scientl
fiques. (A pplaudissements.) 

M. Michael MacWhlte (Etat libre d'Ir
lande) : 

j'ai l'honneur de representer un pays oil 
l'emploi de l'opi_um et ~es autrcs ~rog~es est 
limite aux besoms mediCaUX et SCICntlfiques. 
Le trafic des stupefiants y est, pour ainsi dire, 
inconnu. La quantite d'opium brut importee 
dans l'Etat libre d'Irlande, pendant les annees 
I-922-1923, n'a pas depasse une 'demi-livre. 
On pourrait done en conclure que notre interH, 
dans cette question, est d'ordre secondaire, 
mais tel n'est pas lc cas. 11 est vrai que 'nous 
n'~vons pas, dans Ia question, d'inter~ts mate
riels, mais il y a d'autres considerations que 
nous estimons au-dessus de tous les inter~ts 
materiels, si importants que ceux-ci puissent 
~tre : je veux parlcr des considerations humani
taires. 

Les promoteurs de cette Conference, les Etats
Unis d'Amerique, animcs d'un ideal eleve, 
prouvent ainsi qu'ils ont foi dans la bonne 
volonte et l'effort international commun tente 
sous les auspices de Ia Societe des Nations 
en vue du bien de l'humanite. Esperons qu'ils 
ne seront pas de~us. Le Gouvernement irlandais 
ale dcsir smc~re de cooperer a tout effort tendant 
au progr~s de Ia race humaine eta son bicn-~tre. 

Au nom de l'ideal qui a fait naitre Ia Societe 
des Nations, concentrons toute notre bonne 
volonte sur Ia tache a accomplir. Essayons, 
en evitant toute injustice, de mettre fin a 
ce terrible fieau qui decimera l'humanite plus 
rapidement que n'importe quelle guerre, s'il 
n'est reprime. . 

Les donnees qui nous ont ete fournies par 
des experts, nous ont permis de constater les 
ravages causes par !'a bus ·des narcotiques. 
Des statistiques nous montrent m~me le nombre 
croissant des crimes commis par les victimes 
des drogues, mais nous n'avons pas de chiffres 
precis et nous ne pouvons encore nous faire une 
Idee exacte du nombre de personnes qui ont 
ete conduites a l'asile d'alienes ou entrainees 
au suicide par cette habitude netaste. 
" Connaissant ces faits, il est done de notre 
devoir de rechercher les moyens les plus effi-

. c~ces pour mettre fin a !'usage des drogues nui
Sibles. Nous ne pourrons, toutefois, arriver a ce 
b).l~ qu'en tenant compte des inter~ts parti
cuhers des Etats. que Ia production de !'opium 
brut ~t de Ia femlle de coca touche principale
ment. Quels que soient !'effort commun et Ia 
bonne volonte que deploieront les membres 
de cette Conference, pour des raisons evidentes 

• no~s ne pourront limiter cette production d'u~ 
trait de plume. Cette question touche trop 
de ,peui>_les et trop d'Etats; de plus,les ressources 

, qu Ils brent de cette production constituent le 
plu~ gr~nd ?bstacle a Ia solution du problcme. .J e~bme Imm?raux et crin:inels les Etats qui 
expl01tent les fa~ blesses humames pour en retirer 
des p~ofits. Ma1s Ia consommation de !'opium 
e~ Onent est une habitude ancienne et l'expe
nence nous a montre les dangers d'un change
ment tr<_J~ brusque. Chaque nation a ses usages, 
ses traditions. Aux yeux de certains, ces usages 
r:~vent pa~ai~re des abus, ces traditions sont 

sses. Ma~.s II ne suffit pas que quelques-uns 

seulement connaissent la verite; il faut que ro..: 
pinion publique tout entiere soit eclairee, 
afin qu'elle puisse juger et condamner en pleine 
connaissance de cause. C'est alors qu'il sera pos- . 
sible de trouver un remede efficace a l'etat de 
chases actuel. 

Toutefois, en attendant les resultats de la 
campagne de propagande actuellement menee, 
nous esperons que les pays interesses directe
ment dans la production des stupefiants, n'hesi
teront pas a faire les sacrifices necessaires, que 
nous leur demandons au nom de l'humanite. 
j'ai, pour rna part, assez de confiance dans la 
bonne foi des pays interesses pour esperer que 
cet appel ne sera pas lance en vain. 

On a suggere que Ia production de !'opium 
brut et de Ia feuille de coca soit diminuee 
progressivement, afin que dans l'espace de quel
ques annees, Ia recolte soit limitee aux besoins 
strictement medicaux et scientifiques. Cette 
suggestion est digne d'Hre prise en considera
tion. l\Iais, auparavant, il faut arriver a une 
entente precise en ce qui concerne le nombre 
des annees et la reduction progressive annuelle 
necessaire pour atteindre ce but. De m~me, si 
l'on veut obtenir quelques resultats satisfaisants, 
il faut etablir un systeme de controle suivant 
lequel les besoins medicaux et scientifiques 
des differents pays seront nettement definis. 
(A pplaudissements.) 

Dr L. M. Betances (Rep.ublique Domini
caine) : 

Monsieur le President, Mesdames et Messieurs, 
il me parait incontestable que tous les repre
sentants des differentes nations, venus a cette 
Conference internationale de !'opium, ne pour
suivent qu'un seul et m~me but, hautement 
humanitaire : enrayer rapidement et suppri
mer definitivement ce fieau qui, depuis des 
annees, fait, des adeptes de !'opium, les Hres 
les plus malheureux et les plus infirmes. 

Auctin de nous, j'en suis sur, ne pense que les 
mesures les plus efficaces pour atteindre ce 
but ne doivent ~tre appliquees que dans les 
pays oil les opiumanes, les morphinomanes et 
les cocai'nomanes sont nombreux. Il n'est pas 
impossible que, dans un avenir tres proche, 
des pays oil ce fieau est inconnu arrivent peu 
a peu, fut-ce par simple contagion de la mode, 
a contracter cette funeste habitude, et que des 
hommes utiles a Ia societe deviennent, a leur 
tour, des Hres momifies, inutiles et g~nants . 

Cette conference n'a pas seulement un but 
humanitaire restreint, si je peux m'exprimer 
ainsi, elle a un but universe!. De meme, les 
mesures a prendre ne doivent pas Hre des mesu
res theoriques, partiellement efficaces, mais des 
mesures reelles, fermes et energiques. Neanmoins, 
si ces mesures doivent etre prises non-seulement 
dans les pays oil existe lc fieau, mais aussi 
dans des pays oil il est inconnu- et si ces me
sures doivent Hre aussi energiques que possible 
- nous devons nous demander d'abord si, 
prenant un exemple general, pour supprimer 
une tuerie il faut d'abord supprimer les tueurs ; 
en d'autres termes, si, pour supprimer ce fieau, 
i1 faut engendrer un malheur plus grand. 

Personne n'ignore, en effet, que si !'opium 
et les autres stupefiants ant fait et font encore 
beaucoup de victimes, s'ils ont cause le malheur 
d'hommes faibles de caractere et de volonte, 
ces memes agents ont aussi apporte le bonheur, 
epargne des souffrances et meme preserve de 
la mort des collectivites entieres. 



De plus, nous ne savons pas ce que nous re
serve l'avenir scientifique,l'expc!rimentation,les 
recherches de nombreux savants sur l'utilit~. 
les a vantages et m~me la spc!cificit~ de ces agents 
employes judicieusement et dans des cas deter
mines, mais encore inconnus. Nous ne savons 
pas non plus jusqu'a quel point ils peuvent nous 
aider dans la recherche de Ia rt!alite d'un grand 
nombre de phenomenes qui s'operent pendant 
la vie. 

Faire disparaitre completement ces agents, 
de fa~on que des malheureux ne pt!rissent pas 
par leur abus, c'est en rt!alite une reuvre hu
manitaire; mais, d'autre part, il serait cruel 
de laisser dans la souflrance et l'agonie des 
enfants, des meres et des families entieres a 
cause de l'absence de ces narcotiques. 

La Republique Dominicaine, qui a toujours 
contribue, jusqu'au sacrifice, a toutes les reuvres 
humanitaires, locales et universelles, et qui a 
signe spontanement Ia Convention de La Haye 
de 1912, ne s'abstiendra pas de contribuer 
aux travaux de notre Conference en vue d'abou
tir a un accord internationalliberant les peuples 
du fleau des narcotiques qui les accable. 

Toutefois, le representant de Ia Republique 
Dominicaine, bien qu'il accepte et respecte 
Ia Convention deja signee, croit de son devoir 
de declarer des maintenant que, tout en pour
suivant le m~me but humanitaire que celui 
de ses honorables collegues, il n'acceptera que 
des propositions n'entravant nullen'lent le libre 
usage medical et scientifique de l'opium et 
de ses derives, mis en quantites illimitees a Ia 
d_isposition des professioiinels Iegalement auto
nst!s. 
' Cette declaration faite, M.le pr~sident et mes 
honorables collegues sauront que, ml!me si je 

: ne les interromps pas souvent dans leurs dis
cussions, mon vote leur est acquis pour autant 
que leurs propositions ne sont pas contraires 
aux principes que je viens de vous exposer. 

· Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (Empire Britanni
que) : 

Traducliott: Monsieur le President, je n'ai 
que quelques mots a dire : je voudrais exposer 
brievement Ia position prise par le Gouvernement 
britannique en ce qui concerne Ia question qui 
doit Hre examinee par Ia Conference. La Grande-

. Bretagne est persuadee que le trafic illicite, 
ainsi que l'abus des stupefiants, durera tant que 
ces drogues seront fabriqut!es en quantites 
de beaucoup superieures aux besoins legitimes 
du monde entier. 

Je tiens a rappeler ici que telle est l'opinion 
de Ia Commission consultative de l'opium de Ia 
Societe des Nations depuis sa premiere session 
en 1921. Tous les travaux de Ia Commission, 
depuis ses debuts, s'inspirent de cette convic
tion. Des sa premiere seance, elle a institue une 
enquHe en vue de determiner les besoins lcgi
times du monde. Commesuite a Ia documentation 
qu'elle a amassee sur Ia question, Ia ~m
mission s'est trouvee en mesure, a sa sessaon 
de 1923, de proposer au Conseilla convocation 
de Ia presente Conference. 

Le Gouvernement britannique estime qu'il 
est aussi impossible d'eliminer entierement le 
trafic illicite ou l'abus de ces drogues, que de 
chasser le crime de la terre. Si, done, il est indis
pensable de prendre les mesures les plus severes 
en vue d'assurer le controle national et inter
national de ce commerce et de maintenir ces 
mesures a l'avenir, il est egalement essentiel 

que les pays de production prennent, d'un com
mun accord, des dis~tions en vue de limiter 
sur place Ia fabrication de ~es drogues. 

La plupart des dclegues n'ignorent pas que 
Ia Grande-Bretagne a presente au Comitt! prt!
paratoire un projet tendant a Ia restriction 
de la production, projet qui n'a d'nilleurs pas 
ete retir~. D'autre part, la Commission consul· 
tative de l'opium a elabore, lors de sa derniere 
session, un projet con~u plus simplement 
et d'une fa~on quelq·ue peu diffcrente, et ce 
projet a ett! approuve par un grand nombre 
de gouvernements au sein de Ia Commi~~>ion. 
Aussi le Gouvernement de Ia Grande-Bretngne 
est-il dispose a retirer son propre projet si 
la Conference accrpte d'une fa~on gcncrnle cclui 
de la Commission con~ultative. 

j'avais espertl, au cours de In discussion gcntl
rale qui vient d'avoir lieu, que les difitlrentrs 
delegations exposeraient lrur mani~re de W>ir 
a l'egard des projcts que prcsentrnt In rapports 
du Comitt! prcparatmre et crux de Ia commis
sion consultative. j'aurnis dllsin! r.avoir re que 
pensent leun gouvernemcnts rc~pectif!l. Nous• 
avons constat!!, de toute~ parts, de nombreu~es 
preuves de bonne volontc, mnis pour )'instant, 
nous ignorons presque compiNemcnt queUe 
attitude adopteront lcs gouverncmcnts, quant 
aux diffcrents projcts qui ont ettl clnborc!l jus· 
qu'ici. 

Je ne pretend pas que le projet britnnnlque 
soit parfait ou qu'il n'ollre aucune difticulttl 
d'application. Je ne dCllire pas do. vantage rnbal11· 
ser l'importance de ces dilflcultt.ls, ni t!luder Ia 
di~cussion. La delegation britannique elltime 
qu'il est possible de mettre 1111r pit•d un projct 
dcstintl a limiter sur place Ia production dcs 
stupcfiants, a condition que toutcs h•s nations 
£assent preuve de bonne volnnttl et d'un 11ilfc~re 
esprit de collaboration. 

Le probl~me est, en partie d'ordre medical 
et en partie d'ordre administratif. La commis
sion consultative a estimtl que tous les projetl 
doivent prendre pour ba~e let evnluntionll del 
besoiD!I mt!dicaux du monde entirr; ce!l bcsoina, 
a leur tour, doivent ~tre calculcl d'apr~ll lei 
estimations deS quantitcs requii'CI pour Ia 
mMecine dans chaque pays considt!re separ~
ment. Or, ces besoin11 ne 11ont pas partout let 
m~mes; ill varient d'un payll a )'autre •cion 
les progrh de la medecine, le~ modes de tral, 
tement, les conditions climatrrique!l, etc. 

A supposer, comme cette Conference en a, 

l·e crois, le droit, qu'il e!it p0!1!1ible de determiner 
e chHfre approximatif de ces besoins mt!dicaux 

le probleme ne sera plus qu'un probll-me d'orcbe 
administratif. JU!;qu'ici, je ne croi11 pas qu'on 
ai jamais tente de resoudre un probll-me de 
cet ordre; les dillicultes que I' on rencontre 
sont evidentes, mail! nous sommes persuades 
qu'elles ne .ant pa!l insurmontablet. 

Avant de terminer, je tien!l a combattre • 
toute tendance a sous-e~timer !'importance du 
progres deja realise. Jl ne faut pa!l perdre de 
vue que la Convention de La Haye n'cst en 
vigueur que depuis trois ana et demi, que Ia 
Societe des Nations a dll en assurer !'application 
effective dans le monde enticr, bien lllus, 
qu'elle a dll creer, a cette fin, Je mt!canasme 
necessaire pour en rendre l'application possible. 
Rappelons, d'autre part, que le trafic illicite, 
contre lequel luttent toutes let nations, est aux 
mains d'organisations qui disposent de ressour
ces extremement importantes et dont l'activi
te se fait sentir dans tons les pays. Nous avons 
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eprouve des deceptions, c'est Ia un fait qu'il 
!aut reconnaftre ; neanmoins, nous- avons le 
droit de declarer que )es p~ogr~s realises deJ?UiS 
trois ans et demi sous les ausp1ces de Ia Soctete 
des Nations, et grace aux efforts d'un grand 
nombre d'Etats particuliers, tant dans le do
maine national que dans le domaine interna
tional, sont presque sans precedent. (A pplau
dissements.) 

M. Pernambuco (Bresil) : 
Monsieur le President, Mesdames, Messieurs: 

Je Bresil signataire de Ia Convention de La 
Haye, a' tenu a mettre a execution J'engage
ment qu'il avait pris, et, a cet effet, a promul
gue des lois et rcglements speciaux concernant 
Ia question de !'importation- et de la vente 
des drogues nuisibles. Ces lois et r~glements 
approuves par le president de Ia Republique, 
sol!'t mises a execution depuis 1921 et, depuis 
lors, to us les efforts possibles ont ete faits a fin 
que ces lois et rcglements soient scrupuleusement 
observes. Des mesures tr~s sev~res ont ete prises 
pour Je controle de I' entree de toutes les .dro
gues nuisibles, de mani~re que ceux qui font 
Je commerce illicite soient punis tres sev~rement, 
par des emprisonnements d'un an au minimum, 
par des amendes tres elevees ou ml!me par Ia 
fermeture de leur commerce. 

J'ai ete heureux de voir que M. Kaku, delegue 
du Japon, a fait remarquer dans son discours 
qu'on devait non seulement adof.ter • des mesu
res suppressives », mais aussi, a 'aide d'un pro
cede rationnel, cc traiter les intoxiques qui sent 
deja victimes de cette facheuse habitude. • 

Lc Bresil, en pr6mulguant ces lois, a rendu 
obligatoire le traitement des intoxiques, en 
instituant a cet effet des sanatoriums pour 
les t'l:>xicomanes. Le Gouvernement s'est vite 
apercu que les toxicomanes etaient de grands 
propagateurs du vice, surtout dans les pays 
o\) le controle des drogueries et des pharmacies 
par des medecins du Gouvernement, empl!che 
d'une fac;on presque absolue Ia vente des drogues 
nuisibles sans une ordonnance medicate. Ainsi, 
seule a peu pres la vente illicite peut procurer 
~ux intoxiques le poison qui les tue de jour en 
JOUr, et comme ces malheureux sent les seuls 
a savoir o\) l'on trouve Jes drogues, ils sorit les 
premiers a les porter a de nouvelles victimes. 
<;"'est pour cette raison que notre Gouvernement 
a declart! obligatoire le traitement des intoxi
qucs. Ils peuvent se soigner de deux far;ons : 
ou bien ils demandent au juge de les faire entrer 
da!'s un etablissement special, ou bien ceux 
qu1 sent arrt!tt1s par Ia police ou signales par des 
personnes de leur famille, sont internes obli
gatoirement dans des sanatoriums ou dans des 
maisons de sante sous Ia surveillance du Gouver
nement! ol) ils restent jusqu'a leur guerison. 

, Dermerement, des mesures ont ete prises 
.pour qu:aucune drogue nuisible de puisse entrer 
au Bn\s1l. sa~s les certificats d'importation qui 
ont e~e msbtnt\s par Ia Societe des Nations. 

• II arnve que lcs stupefiants qui entrent ne 
sont pas accompagnes de papiers en ordre : 
~es ~rogues sent alors brulees, elles ne sont 
l~.~1a:s vendues. Vous voyez done que le Bresil 
s mtm~ss~ tout particulieremcnt a la campagne 
humamta1re que nous entreprenons ici. je fais, 
au nom demon pays, les vceux les plus sinceres 
afin que nous arrivions a un resultat pratique 
a~ 

1 
profit de l'humanite, centre ce fteau so

Cia. 

Si les membres de Ia Conference le desirent, 

les lois et les r~glements de mon pays a ce sujet 
sent a Jeur disposition. (Applaudissements.) 

Dr Duarte (Vimezuela) : 
Monsieur le President, Mesdames, Messieurs, 

le Gouvernement du Venezuela, signataire de 
ia Convention internationale de l'opium, qu'il 
a ratifiee en 1913, s'interesse vivement a Ia 
question humanitaire qui fait l'objet de cette 
Conference. Bien que le Venezuela ne soit ni 
producteur, ni fabricant de stupefiants, et que 
I' usage abusif des drogues nuisibles soit assez rare 
dans le pays, le Gouvernement a Cdicte, en 1920, 
en execution de Ia Convention de La Haye, un 
r~glement tres strict pour emp~cher le commerce 
illicite de l'opium et de Ia cocaine. 

Je n'ai pas l'intention de vous fatiguer en 
faisant )'enumeration des dispositions de ce 
r~glement : un resume sera distribue en temps 
voulu a la Conference. Je vous dirai seulement 
que le Gouvernement du Venezuela fait observer 
rigoureusement le reglement qu'il a edicte, 
convaincu qu'il ne suffit pas d'elaborer des lois, 
mais qu'il est necessaire de les mettre energi
quement en vigueur. 

Pour terminer, qu'il me soit permis, au nom 
de mon Gouvernement, de souhaiter le succ~s 
de cette Conference et le couronnement des effort" 
de la Societe des .Nations dans l'ceuvre humani
taire si difficile qu' elle a entreprise. (A pplau
dissements.) 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turquie) : 
Monsieur le President, Mesdames, Messieurs, 

le Gouvernement de Ia Republique Turque 
est tres heureux de prendre part, pour Ia pre
mi~re fois, a une Conference humanitaire reunie 
sous l'egide de Ia Societe des Nations. La Repu
blique Turque est prl!te a colla borer loyalement 
aux travaux de Ia Conference et de se conformer 
aux decisions qui seront prises. 

Je dois faire remarquer, cependant, que le 
pays que j'ai l'honneur de representer ici est 
simplement producteur d'opium ; mais le danger 
de Ia consommation abusive de !'opium n'existe 
pas chez lui car les paysans en cultivent, mais 
n'en font pas usage. Par consequent, je me 
reserve de faire encore quelques observations, 
en temps opportun, en· ce qui concerne !'agri
culture dent S. A. le prince Arfa-od-Dovleh, 
representant de la Perse vient de parler. 

Pour la Turquie, la question du haschich 
se pose. Nous avons, en effet, des legislations 
speciales pour en empl!cher Ia culture et le com
merce. Cependant, pour repondre au vceu expri
me par notre coll~gue de Ia delegation d'Egypte, 
je prie M. le president de vouloir bien ajouter 
la question du haschich a J'ordre du jour de 
la Conference. 

M. Campbell (lnde) : 
Traduction: Je n'avais pas !'intention de pren

dre part a Ia discussion generate. j'aurai sans 
doute "!'occasion, au cours de la Conference, 
d'exposer en detail Ia politique du Gouvernement 
indien. J e desirerais, toutefois, en reponse a 
!'observation presentee par sir Malcolm Dele
vingne, declarer que Je Gouvernement indien 
est dispose a accepter le projet elabore par Ia 
Commission consultative de J'opium, 

M. Peltzer (Belgique) : 
Monsieur le President, je tiens, de mon cote, 

a declarer que le Gouvernement belge a edicte 
une reglementation nunutieuse en execution 

.. 
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des dispositions de Ia Convention de t~ Haye gnatit>n de Son Excdlence Sao-Ke-.Alfred Sze, 
etdesrecommandationsdelaSocietedes~ations. de Son Excellence Wang Kouang Ky et de 
Ces dispositions sont appliqut:cs strictl'ment Son Excellence Chao-Hsin Chu comme dtllegues 
et avec un grand succes. de Ia Chine. munis de pll'ins pouvoirs a Ia pre-

C'est dire que Ia Belgique s'associe pldne- miere et a Ia demd~me Conft;n•nces de !'Opium. 
ment a l'reuvre humanitaire poursuhie par Ia Avec cette addition, Ia Commission des 
Conference. · • pleins pouvoirs croit Ia delegation chinoise 

Le Prisidenl : 
La liste des orateurs inscrits pour Ia di!'Cussinn 

generate est epuisee. 
Aucun dclegue ne demandant Ia parole. je 

declare close Ia discussion generate. 

19. ·RAPPORT DE LA COMMISSION DO 
PLEINS POUVOIRS. POUVOIRS DE LA 
DtUtGATION CHINOISE.· 

Le Prkldenl : 
je donne Ia parole au president de Ia Commis

sion des pleins pouvoirs. 

M. de Aguero 'I Belhancoun (Cuba), president 
de Ia Commission des pleins pouvoirs : 

Le Secretaire general de Ia 'Societe des Nations 
a re~u. ce jour, un telegramme de Son Excellence 
Cheng-Ting-Wang, ministre des Affaires etran· 
g~res a Pekin. Ce telegramme confirme Ia dcsi-

dliment autoris~ a !litlger parmi nons et a sigllt~r 
toute ronvt>ntion qui st•ra. t:t.~boree. 

.20. AUDITION DES REPRtsENTANT8 DO 
• ASSOCIATIONS BENEVOLO, COMMU· 

NICATION DU PRtSIDENT. 

Le PrMidenl : 
La Conf<\rt•nce sc !IOUVicnt qu'il avnit ctt4 

decide d'entcndre les rcpa·t1sentants des assot'ill
tions privees apr~sla fin de Ill discu~siongcnttrale. 
Le monlt'nt est done \'t•nu. 

Je propo..~e que Ia Conftlrence se ntunis~e II 
Ct't eflct a IS henrt'!l JO. ( • .f nrobalioN.) • 

Je ferai remarqucr nux membrt•s de In Con
ference que Ia s~ance de ret apr~s-midi !lt•ra 
une Conftlrencc !'etni-(lllkit•lle. I.e pror~ll verbal 
de !'audition dt•!l representant& drs •~~ocl11tinnll 
privees ne f<·ra pas partie du proc~s verbnl 
offidcl de Ia Conft:rcnce, mais lui 11era annrx~. 

La !leanre c~t levtle la midi .10. 

IXPIIISUd ... •IOVIUI.U. K Gl•tn. • 
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President: H. E. 1\l. Herluf ZAHLE (Denmark). 

21. AUDITION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES 
OF PRIVATE ASSOCIATIONS. 

The President : 
Translation : This meeting will be entirely 

devoted to the statements of the representatives 
of the various private associations whom the 
Conference has consented to hear. The record 
of the speeches will be annexed to the verbatim 
record of the present meeting. 

Eight representatives have asked to be 
heard by the Conference. 

I call upon the first on my list, M. Koo, repre
sentative of the National Anti-Opium Associa· 
tion of China, to address the Conference. 

M. Koo (representative of the National Anti· 
Opium Association of China) made a statement 
(Annex 5). 

The President : 
Tr11nslation : I call upon Dr. Warnhuis, 

representative of the International llissionary 
Council, to address the Conference. 

Dr. Warnhu• (representative of the Inter
national Missionary Council) made a statement 
(Annex 6). 

The Preeldent : 
Tra11slalion : I call upon 1\lr. 1\lacLrnnan, 

r<'prcsf'ntative of the Conft!rence of 1\lis~innary 
Societit•s, to addrcs!l the Conf•·n·nrc. · 

Mr. MacLennen (n·pn·~t·ntative of the Conft•· 
renee of Missionary Socictit·~) made a statcrm•nt 
(Annex 7). 

The Prnldent : • 
Trarulalion : I call upon l\lgr. Eugt'ne 

lkaupin, rcprc!ICntative of the Catholic Studcnh 
Union, to addres1 the Conference. 

Mgr. Eug•ne Beaupln (n•pre~cntative of the 
Catholic Studcnh Union) made a statt•mt·nt 
(Annex II). 

The Prnldent : 
Tra11Jlalion : I call upon 

representative of the Soc~ety 
address the Conference. 

l\1, Alt•xandt·r, 
of Friend~. to 

• 
M. AlexandM' (repre!ICntative of the Society 

pf Friends) made a statement (Annex 9). 

The Prnldent. : 
Translation : I call upon the Rev. E. J. 

Dukes, representative of the Society for the 
Suppression of the Opium Trade, to a<hlres!l 
the Conference. 

The Rev. E. .1. Dukee (representative of 
the Society for the Supprt!!15ion of the Opium • 
Trade) made a statement (Annex 10). 

The Preeldent s 
Translation : I call upon Mn. Moorhcacl, 

representative of the Foreign Policy As!locia
tion, ~o address the Conference. 

Mrw.Moorhead (representative of the Foreign 
Policy Association) madeastatement (Annex II). 

The Preeldent : 
Trtmdation : I call upon Mrs. Sturges, 

representative of the White Cross of America, 
to address the Conference. 
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Mre. Sturgee (representative of the White 
Cross of America) made a statement (Annex ~z). 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : Ladies ·and gentlemen -

I think I am expressing the views of all the 
membt>rs of the Second Opium Conference when, 
in the name of that Conference, I thank all the 
representatives of the private associations who 
addressed us to-day. · 

They have given us a very clear impression 
of the important work that is being done by 
the different organisations in various countries. 

The lofty ideals which are the object of this 
international gathering can only be achieved 
if public opinion in all nations is adequately 
prepared, and if all classes among the various 
nations are made acquainted with the serious 
danger from narcotics. The voluntary orga
nl~ations which are represented before us to-day 
are carrying out this preparatory and educational 
work. The Second OpiUm Conference extends 
to-day to these associations its greetings as 
its collaborators in the moral aspect of . this 
work. It much appreciates the efforts which 
the associations have made and expresses to 
them its warm thanks. 

22; CLASSIFICATION AND CONSIDERATION 
OF THE PROPOSALS AND SUGGES
TIONS MADE BY THE REPRESENTA
TIVES OF THE PRIVATE ASSOCIA
TIONS : PROPOSAL BY THE SPANISH 
DELEGATION •. 

The President : 
Translation : I have just received a motion 

sublnitted by the Spanish delegation. Under 
Hule II, paragraph z, of the rules of procedure 
~ may only subm1t t.his proposal to you and put 
1t to the vote prov1ded the Conference unani
mously agrees to this procedure. 

The motion is as follows : 

"The Secretariat is instructed to collect 
and classify the proposals and suggestions 
made by the reprl'st'ntatives of the private 
organisations and to communicate them 
to the Business Committee in order that 
the lattt'r may submit them to the Commit
tees to be formed during the Conference ; 
tl.H~s~ proposals and suggestions will be 
thstnbuted among the respective Commit• 
krs which are competent to deal · with 
them." 

· M,_Suglmura (Japan) : 
1'rauslation : The Japanese delegation begs 

to., ~~~cond the ~p~nish delegate's proposal. 
\~\.should be glad 1f 1t could be discussed imme

, 1hatdy. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
, I .have no objection to the immediate dis-

cussion of the proposal if vou consider it advi
sable, but I am not in favour of it. 

The Preelden\ : 

TTimsl<llioll : Do any other delegates desire 
to ~p~·ak on the proposal ? 

It IS t!ue that I omitted to ask the members 
of the lon~erence whether or no they would 
P~~ft•r to ad]ou~n the discussion which it appears 
"" shall be obhgt•d to have on this subject. 

I infer that all delegates are in favour of 
continuing the discussion on the Spanish pro

. posal. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : My proposal is quite simple 

and I did not expect that there would be any 
objection to it. I am prepared to give reasons 
in support of it, but it would perhaps be better 
if the delegate of India were to state the grounds 
on which he i" unable to accept it. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
Mr. President, I suggest that we are rather 

inverting the usual order of things. I expected 
that the author of the proposal would first 
of all have given us the reasons for it. But 
as I do not desire to avoid discussion, I am 
prepared to deal with the mattet at once. 

My first point is a practical one. I call the 
attention of the Conference to the fact that 
there are about 40 States represented here, 
and that is a number which does not render 
discussion very easy. We have five schemes 
prepared by five different expt>rts as the result 
of long discussion. None of those schemes 
has been withdrawn, and they are all based 
upon very wide knowledge of the subject. I 
presume that sooner or later those schemes 
will, or may, come under discussion at this 
Conference. . 

We have another scheme, also fairly long, I 
am afraid, which was prepared by the Opium 
Advisory Committee as the result of about a 
fortnight's work. We have also another 
scheme, certainly not less long, which has been 
presented by the American delegation. Now 
all these schemes, seven in number, have to 
be discussed and decided on, unless we can 
come to an agreement regarding the acceptance 
of one of them. I again submit that these 
schemes have been framed by experts, with 
a profound knowledge of the subject. I do 
not imply any disrespect to the ladies and 
gentlemen who have spoken to-day when I 
say that their knowledge of the subject i!', 
I think, admittedly much less profound. 

The President : 
Translation : I would point out to the dele

gate of India that Rule 5 of the rules of proce
dure, which we adopted yesterday, lays down 
that "A Committee of Business shall be appoin
ted by the Conference, consisting of the Presi
dent of the Conference ... " and so on. "The 
functions of the Committee shall be to make 
the proposals to the Conference for the arrange
ment of the business of the Conference", and, 
further, that this Committee is "to examine 
and report on communications made to the 
Conference by private organisations or indi
viduals", The Business Committee is there
fore called upon to deai with and make a report 
on these communications. 

I merely wish to call Mr. Campbell's attention 
to this point. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : The delegate of India is 

perfectly right in saying that the usual order 
of things has been inverted. I should first 
have explained the proposal which I had the 
honour to submit to the Conference, but I am 
glad I did not do so because, as ·thiQgs are, 
I am now able to reply to the objections which 
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Mr. Campbell has just made and which he 
will, I hope, withdraw when he has heard the 
explanations which I am able to give. 

The first observation which I desire to make 
concerns the schemes 11·hich 11·e are required 
to consider. We have indeed a superabun
dance of schemes before us, but I wish to point 
out that I have made no proposal to add another 
one to those at present before us. The object 
of my motion was to avail ourselves of the 
benefit of the work of the private organisations 
and the information which the7: have supplied 
at the present meeting. \\ e have many 
matten to investigate, and we shall endea\·our 
to go into the details of the communications 
which have been made to us. The Secretariat, 
ho\\·ever, could, I think, be of great assistance 
to us if it were to present the conclusions so 
as to facilitate the task of the Committees which 
will be set up during our proceedings to nport 
to the Conference on definite subjects. 
• I do not say that the conclusions to which 
we have listened will in any way constitute a 
final opinion on my part ; they will serve as 
arguments to assist us in forming a judgment. 
We have come to Geneva as delegates of our 
Governments, and our Conference is an official 
Conference. We cannot therefore permit dis
cussion on a scheme submitted by a private 
association. 

I trust that Mr. Campbell ll"ill be satisfied 
11ith my explanation, for I had no intention of 
placing the conclusions of any particular Com
mittee on the same footing as the proposals 
now before us. 

I have already answered llr. Campbell's 
second objection that certain suggestions could 
not be discussed in this place. I concur in 
his opinion. I have no intention of proposing 
that the Conference should discu!'s the argu
menh which ha\·e been put forward. We will 
each of us bear them in mind in order to ht'lp 

. us in forming our personal opinions. 
In these circumstances I hope that the dele

gate of India will be good enough to accept 
my explanations. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
llay I say at once with regard to the remarks 

which have been made by the honourable 
delegate for Spain that I ha\'e no objection 
whatever to his proposal. I undcr!>tand that 
be wishes the Secretariat to prepare a resum~ 
of the \'arious suggestions which have been made, 
that resum~ to be for the personal information 
of the delegates and not to he included in our 
afenda, nor discussed. On that basis I have, 
o course, no objection whatever to his sugges
tion. 

The Presiden\ : 
Trans/atio11 : · The Spanish delegate has 

himself explained the resolution which he sub
mitted and his explanation has, moreover, 
been endorsed by the delegate of India. As 
the Spanish delegate has not asked to speak 

again aft~r the ~xplanation made by the dele
t:ate of India, I presume that he agrees with 
the interpretation given to his motion. . · 

M. de Palaoloe (Spain) : 
Tra,ul•lio• : I am ~ntirely in agreement 

with it. The delegate of India hAS only repea
ted what I myself said. 

The ,._lden': 
Tr•~tsl<~lioll : The pnsent discussion is not 

go\·ern~d by our ruh~s of procedure. The, 
proposal can be \'ot~d on by the Conference if 
It so desi ~s. 

Bt'fore we vote, I wish to draw the atten· 
tion of the Conference to the fact that it has 
al~ady bt-en decided to annex the text of this 
afternoon's 11peeches to the verbatim record 
of our me~ting. The rulea of procedure have 
bet>D adopted, and Rule 5 applies to tht' qu~tlon 
rai~d In the Spanish dl'lt•gation's proposal. 

M. de Palaoloa (Spain) : 
TraHslatio11 : The observations which the 

Pre~idt•nt has ju,t made are perfectly well 
foundt·d, but to my mind the quc:stlon Is 
raised In a alightly difft•rent manner In my 
proposal from that In which It occun In the 
rules of procedure. This Is a ~pccial case, and 
it is on tbr!ltl ground11 that Jaubmitted It to the 
Confrrenre for an opinion. We have dt•cldcd to 
annrx the apeeches which we have ju11t ht•llrd 
to the verbatim record of the meeting, and I 
accordingly propO!Il•d that the conclu~ions of 
tho!le llpt·echc!l ahould be! summarised In ordt•r 
to a.~l>i!ot us In forming an opinion on thrm. 

M. Campbell (India) : • 
Might I sugge"t that the matter t~hould be 

adjourned until to-morrow, whrn I have very 
little doubt that the honourable dt•lcf(nte for 
Spain and my~M·lf will probably be 11blo to 
prt!ICnt an agrt'ed rt'~olution ? 

The Prnlden\ : 
Translatio11 : The proptl!lal i11 now mndl' that 

the Confcrent~e 11hould adjourn taking a dt•cl· 
sion on the Spani~h'a ddegation'l propo1al. 

M. de Palaoloe (Spain) : 
Translation : I acceJ>t thi11 &ugget~lion. • 

The Prnlden\ : 
T ran •lalion : The diloctu•~oion on the Spani!lh 

pro[>O"al i1 adjourned to the DI!Xt mcctinl(. 
Bdore we go, I wi!ih to draw your attcnfion 

to Rule to of the rul•1 of procedure conccriting 
the tran .. lation and di~tribution of duc\Jmcnh 
for the Conference. May I again reque!lt dcle
gatf'!t to hand in all 11111:h documcnt1 to the 
official permanently on duty in the Conferen«¥! 
Hall at the right-hand •ide of the exit ? Thill 
i!l the only procedure by which errors and delays 
ran be prc;ventrd. 

The Conference rote al 7.10 p.m. 
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21. AUDITION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES 
OF PRIVATE ASSOCIATIONS. 

The President : 
Translation : This meeting will be entirely 

devoted to the statements of the representatives 
of the various private associations whom the 
Conference has consented to hear. The record 
of the speeches \\ill be annexed to the verbatim 
record of the present meeting. 

Eight representatives have asked to be 
heard by the Conference. 

The Preeldenl : 
Translation : I call upon 1\lr. 1\larlrnnun, 

rrprr!lt•ntative of the fonf•~rence of 1\li~sinnnry 
Societic!l, to addres~ the Conft•renre, 

Mr. MecLennen (reprt•scntutive of the Conft!• 
rrnce of :Missionary Socit~tit•s) made a !ltatt•mt•nt 
(Annex 7). · 

The PrMident : • 
Trarulation : I rail upon 1\(~r. E111-:«'11e 

lkaupin, representative of the Catholic Studt!llll 
Union, to addre~s the Conf••renre, 

Mgr. Eugine Beaupln (rrprc..cntative of the 
Catholic Studt•nh Union) made a Klah·mt·nt 
(Annex II). 

The PrMidenl : 
Translation : I call upon 

representative of the Socwty 
addre!ls the Conference. 

M. Alt·x a nd•·r, 
of Friends, to 

M. Alexander (repre!lllntative of the Society 
of Friend~) made a statement (Annex 9). 

The Pr11ldent : 
Translation : I call upon the Rev. E. J: 

Dukes, representative of the Society for th'e 
Suppression of the Opium Trade, to addre!l!l 
the Conference. 

• 

I call upon the first on my list, 1\1. Koo, repre
sentative of the National Anti-Opium Associa· 
tion of China, to address. the Conference. 

M. Koo (representative of the National Anti· 
Opium Association of China) made a statement 
(Annex 5). 

The Rev. E. J. DukM (repre!it!ntative of 
the Society for the Supprt-s!lion of the Opium • 
Trade) made a statement (Annex Io). 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon Dr. Warnhuis, 

representative of the International Missionary 
Council, to address the Conference. 

Dr. Warnhuia (representative of the Inter· 
national Missionary Council) made a statement 
(Annex 6). 

The Prllldent : 
Translation : I call upon Mn. Moorhcarl, 

representative of the Foreign Policy Associa· 
tion, to address the Conference. 

MN. Moorhead (representative of the F orcign 
Policy Association) made a statement (Annex 11 ). 

The Prllldent : 
Transllllion ; I call upon lrlrs. Sturges, 

representative of the White Cross of America, 
to address the Conference. 
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Mre. · Sturgn (representative of the White 
Cross of America) made a statement (Annex 12). 

The Prnldent : · 
Translation : Ladies and' 'gentlemen -

I think I am expressing the views of all the 
membt>rs of the Second Opium Conference when, 
in the name of tpat Conference, I thank all the 
representatives of the private associations who 
addressed us to-day. · . . 

They have given us a very clear 1mpress10n 
of the important work that is being done by 
the different organisations in various countries. 

The lofty ideals which are the object o~ this 
international ~athering can only be ach1eved 
if public opimon in all nations is adequately 

' prepared, and if all classes among the various 
nations are made acquainted with the serious 
danger from narcotics. The voluntary orga
nb3ations which are represented before us to-day 
are carrying out this preparatory and educational 
work. The Second Optum Conference extends 
to-day to these associations its greetings as 
its collaborators in the moral aspect of this 
work. It much appreciates the efforts which 
the associations have made and expresses to 
them its warm thanks, 

22. CLASSIFICATION AND CONSIDERATION 
OF THE PROPOSALS AND SUGGES
TIONS MADE BY THE REPRESENTA
TIVES OF THE PRIVATE ASSOCIA
TIONS : PROPOSAL BY THE SPANISH_ 
DELEGATION. 

The President : 
1'ra11slation : I have just received a motion 

submitted by the Spanish delegation. Under 
Rule II, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure 
I may only submit this proposal to you and put 
it to the vote provided the Conference unani
mously agrers to this procedure. 

The motion is as follows : 

"The Secretariat is instructed to .collect 
and classify the proposals and suggestions 
made by the reprrsentatives of the private 
organisations and to communicate them 
to the Business Committf'e in order that 
the latter may submit them to the Commit
tees to be formed during the Conference ; 
tl~es~ propo~als and suggestions will be 
thstnbuted among the respective Commit
tel'S which are competent to deal with 
them." 

M .. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Tral~<~lalioll : The Japanese delegation begs 

to., ~ccond the ~p~nish dcleg3;te's pr.oposal. 
, \~ t ~hould be glad 1f 1t could be discussed imme

dtatcly. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
I .have no objection to the immt>diate dis

CUS!<IOII of the proposal if vou consider it advi
~ahlt'. hut I am not in favour of it. 

The President : 
Tr<tll$/ation : Do any otlwr dclt>"'ates desire 

to ~p~·ak on the proposal ? b 

It Is t~ut' that I omitted to ask the members 
of the l on~o.>rcnce wht•ther or .no they would 
preft•r to adjourn thf' discussion which it appf'ars 
"'''shall hf' oblit-:ed to have on this subject. 

I infer that all delegates are in favour of 
continuing the discussion on the Spanish pro-
posal. · 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : My proposal is quite simple 

and I did not expect that there would be any 
objection to it: I am prepared to give reasons 
in support of it, but it would perhaps be better 
if the delegate of India were to state the grounds 
on which he is unable to accept it .. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
Mr. President, I suggest that we are rather 

inverting the usual order of things. I expected 
that the author of the proposal would first 
of all have given us the reasons for it. But 
as I do not desire to avoid discussion, I am 
prepared to deal with the matter at once. 

My first point is a practical one. I call the 
attention of the Conference to the fact that· 
there are about 40 States represented here, 
and that is a number which does not render 
discussion very easy. We have five schemes 
prepared by five different expPrts as the result 
of long discussion. None of those schemes 
has been withdrawn, and they are all based 
upon very wide knowledge of the subject. I 
presume that sooner or later those schemes 
will, or may, come under discussion at this 
Conference. 

We have another scheme, also fairly long, I 
am afraid, which was prepared by the Opium 
Advisory Committf'e as the result of about a 
fortnight's . work. We have also another 
scheme, certainly not less long, which has been 
presented by the American delegation: Now 
all these schemes, seven in number, have to 
be discussed and decided on, unless we can 
come to an agreement regarding the acceptance 
of one of them.. I again submit that these 
schemes have been framed by experts, with 
a profound knowledge of the subject. I do 
not imply any disrespect to the ladies and 
gentlemen who have spoken to-day when I 
say that their knowledge of the subject i!', 
I think, admittedly much less profound. 

The President : · 
Translation : I would point out to the dele

gate of India that Rule 5 of the rules of proce
dure, which we adopted yesterday, lays down 
that "A Committee of Business shall be appoin
ted by the Conference, consisting of the Presi
dent of the Conference ... " and so on. "The 
functions of the Committee shall be to make 
the proposals to the Conference for the arrange
ment of the business of the Conference", and, 
further, that this Committee is "to examine 
and report on communications made to the 
Conference by private -organisations or indi
viduals". The Business Committee is there
fore called upon to deal with and make a report 
on these communications. 

I merely wish to call Mr. Campbell's attention 
to this point. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Tra11slation : The delf'gate of India is 

perfectly right in saying that the usual order 
of things has been inverted. I should first 
have explainf'd the proposal which I had the 
honour to submit to the Conference, but I am 
glad I did not do so because, as things are, 
I am now able to reply to the objections which 
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llr. Campbell has just made and :which he 
wiD, I hope, withdraw when he has heard the 
explanations which I am able to give. 

The first observation which I desire to make 
concerns the schemes which we are required 
to consider. We have indeed a superabun· 
dance of schemes before us, but I wish to point 
out that I have made no proposal to add another 
one to those at present before us. The object 
of my motion was to avail ourselves of the 
benefit of the work of the private organisations 
and the information which ther have supplied 
at the present meeting. \\ e have many 
matters to investigate, and we shall endeavour 
to go into the details of the communications 
which have been made to us. The Secretariat, 
however, could, I think, be of great assistance 
to us if it were to present the conclusions so 
as to facilitate the task of the Committees which 
will be set up during our proceedings to report 
to the Conference on definite subjects. 

I do not say that the conclusions to which 
we have listened will in any way constitute a 
final opinion on my part ; they will serve as 
.arguments to assist us in forming a judgment. 
We have come to Geneva as delegates of our 
Governments, and our Conference is an official 
Conference. We cannot therefore permit dis-

. cussion on a scheme submitted by a pri\·ate 
association. . 

I trust that Mr. Campbell will be satisfied 
with my explanation, for I bad no intention of 
placing the conclusions of any particular Com
mittee on the same footing as the proposals 
now before us. 

I have already answered llr. Campbell's 
second objection that certain suggestions could 
not be discussed in this place. I concur in 
his opinion. I have no intention of proposing 
that the Conference should discuss the argu
ments which have been put forward. We will 

. each of us bear them in mind in order to help 
us in forming our personal opinions. 

In these circumstances 1 hope that the dele
gate of India will be good enough to accept 
my explanations. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
llay I say at once with regard to the remarks 

which have been made by the honourable 
delegate for Spain that I have no objection 
whatever to his proposal. I understand that 
he wishes the Secretariat to prepare a resumt\ 
of the various suggestion!\ '1\·bicb have been made, 
that resumt\ to be for the personal information 
of the delegates and not to be included in our 
agenda, nor discus!ied. On that basis I have, 
of course, no objection whatever to his sugges
tion. 

The President : 
Tra11slation : The Spanish delegate bas 

himself explained the resol~tion which he sub
mitted and his explanatiOn bas, moreover, 
been endorsed by the delegate of India. As 
the Spanish delegate has not asked to speak 

again after the explanation made by the dele· 
gate of India, I presume that he agrees with 
the interpretation given to his motion. . . . 

M. de Palacloe (Spain) : 
Trartsl111i01t : I am ~ntirely in agreement 

with it. The delegate of India has only repea· 
ted what I myself said. 

The ,..._lclent: 
Tr•rtsl.Uioll : The present discussion is not 

governed by our rules of procedure. The • 
proposal can be voted on by the Conference if 
1 t so desires. 

Before we vote, I wish to draw the attcn· 
tion of the Conference to the f11ct that it bas 
already been dt.-cided to annex the tut of this 
aftt'rnoon's spe«hes to the verbatim rrcord 
of our mt'eting. The rules of procedure have 
been adoptt'd, and Rule 5 applies to the qunation 
raised in the Spanish ddeg11tion's propo~~al. 

M. de Palacloe (Spain) : 
Transl11tiort : The obst-rvations which the 

President has ju~t made are perfectly well 1 
founded, but to my mind the qucl'lion is 
raised in a slightly ditlt•rt'nt manner in my 
propo!lru from that in which it occun in tho 
rules of procedure. This i• a 11peciru ca~e. and 
it is on these grounds that l11ubmitted it to the 
Conft•rence for an opinion. We have dt•cldcd to 
annex the speeches which we have juKt ht'nrd 
to the verbatim record of tho mt•eting, and I 
accordingly propmed that the condu~iona of 
tho!le apeechr!l 1hould be summari:~ed in order 
to a'l!li:.t us in forming an opinion on them. 

M, Campbell (India) : 
Might I suggest that the mattl'r thoTlld be 

adjourned until to-morrow, whrn I have very 
little doubt that the honourable dt•h-gnte for 
Spain and my!lt'lf will probably be nble to 
prt'St"nt an agrt'ed rr~oolution ? 

The Prnlden& : 
Translatio" : The propmal ill now madl' that 

the Conference 11hould adjourn taklng a deci· 
•ion on the Spani~h'a deh•gation'e propoanl. 

M. de Palacloe (Spain) : 
Translation : I accept thia sugge!ltion. • 

The Preelden& : 
Translation : The di»CII~l>ion on the Spanish 

proposal i1 adjournr.cl to the next meeting. 
Ddore we go, I willh to draw your attention 

to I~ule to of the rule!! of procedure concerning 
the translation and cli!llribution of document• 
for the Conft:rence. May I again request ddc· 
galt's to hand in all !luch documcntl to the 
ofJkial permanently on duty in the Confcren-r 
Hall at the right-hand &ide of the exit ? Thall 
is the only procedure by which trron and delay• 
ran be prevented. 

The Conference ro•e at 7.10 f>.m. 
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23. EXAMINATION OF THE FIRST REPORT 
eOF THE BUSINESS COMMIII EE. 

The Preeldent : · 
Translatio~t : In accordance with Rule S of 

the Rules of Procedure, which you have adopted. 
the Business Committee held two meetings 
yesterday in order that it might be able to sub
mit a plan of work to you this morning. 

This plan, which has been distributed to 
you in French and in English, forms the first 
report of the Business Committee (Annex IJ). 

I call upon Sir Malcolm Delevingne, Rappor
teur t>f the Business Committee, to address the 
Conference. · 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Rapporteur of the Business Committee : 

I must begin by apologising to the Confe
rence for appearing before it again in the capa
city of Rapporteur. The position !'as .not 
coveted by me, as the Conference may 1magme, 
but I was asked by the Business Committee to 
undertake it and I felt that I could not refuse 
any task which might help to forward the 
work of the Conference. 

The scheme for conducting the work of the 
Conference which I have the honour to submit • • 
to the Conference on behalf of the Buslne!s 
Committee, is the result of long and careful 
consideration on its part. The task bef~e the 
Conference is both difficult and complicated, 
and many questions will come up for. conside
ration. Naturally, there have been dlfierences 
of opinion as to the best methods to be adopted 

for c ing on our work. The scheme which 
we put fore you is a combination of several 
proposal!! ; it may seem long, but It Is In re!U· 
aty simple. 

The problem before the Confrrence falls Into 
two main divisions. The first of thr~e comprist•s 
the ~pecific ta~k Indicated In the rr~olutlon 
of the Assembly In pursuance of which thl!! 
Conference has been aummoned; thnt Is, 
the task of devio;ing a scheme for the limita•tion 
of the amounts of morphine, heroin and cocaine 
to be manufactured, and the limitation of the 
production for export of raw materials from 
which those drugs are made, to the quantity 
required for medical and acicnti fie purpo!U'S. 

The ~~econd is the revision of the Jlague 
Convention which must nece!lsarily follow on 
the adoption of any scheme for the limitation 
of the manufacture of the drugs, or the produc
tion of the raw materials, or both. The neces
sity for auch revision of the Hague Convention 
will be obvious. If the manufacture of tl•• 
drugs is to be limited to the quantitiell required 
for medical and acienti tic purposes, it Is neces
sary for measures to be taken to control the 
export. the import and the di~tribution of the 
manufactured drugs so as to ensure that the 
supplies of the drugs are U!'>ed oniX, for auNt 
purposes and are not diverted to Jllcgithnate 
uses, otherwise the world's medical and &cien
tific requirements will not be met. 

The draft project put forward by the Opium • 
Advisory Committee, which the Conference has 
adopted as a basis for discussion, deals with 
the problem in two parts corresponding to the 
two main divisions which I have mdicated. 

The Business Committee therefore proposes, 
in the first place, that two general Committees 
shall be appointed by the Conference, to deal 
respectively with the first and second parts of 
our task. Every delegation will be entitled 
to be represented on each of these Committees. 

The Business Committee is also of the opinion 
that it will be necessary to appoint a number of 
Sub-Committeestodealwitbparticularproblema. 

-I-• 
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Both the extent and the charact.er of th~ work, 
in our opinion, require the adophon.of.thl~ stepf 
For instance, the problem of the )ImitatiOn o 
the manufacture of the drugs, ~r the problem 
of the limitation of the production of the raw 
materials for export, can only be solved .by 
securing agreement between the manufactunng 
countries or the producing countries, as the case 
may be. h 

Again, the first of these proble.ms - t e 
limitation of manufact~re .- .1s a d1fferent one 
from the second- the hm1tabon of the produc
tion of raw materials - an~ different grou_PS 
of countries are concerned 10 them. Aga10, 
the problems have to be co':lsidered fr_om the 
point of view of the consummg countnes. 

The scheme of limitation put forward by t~e 
Opium Advisory Committe.e of t~e League IS 
based on estimates of the1r reqmren:tents for 
medical and scientific purposes furm~hed ~y 
tht> consuming countries. The question Will 
arise whether the arrangements proposed in the 
scheme of the Opium Advisory Committ~e, or 
in any other scheme that may be sl!bm1tted, 
are satisfactory so far as the consummg coun
tries are concerned. I need not elaborate the 
point further. . . . 

The business of the Conference w11l, 10 our 
view, proceed most. rapi.dly and eff~ctively if 
these special problems, wh1ch are both Important 
and difficult and which lie at .the very centre 
of our task, are dealt with by ~pecial Sub-<;om
mittees. In the proposal wh1ch the Bus~ne~s 
Committee puts before the Conference, we 10dl
cate what Sub-Committees we think should be 
appointed and in what manner we think they 
should be constituted. The Sub-Committees 
will report to the. general Committees. The 
general Committees will have the important 
task of co-ordinating the results of their work 
and presenting the conclusions to this Confe
rence. 

I would say one word in conclusion. Appre
hensions have been expressed as to whether 
some subjects may be mcluded which, in the 
opinion of some members, ought to be excluded, . 
and, on the other hand, whether some subjects 
may be excluded which, in the opinion of some, 
ought to be included. The proposal of the 
Business Committee follows the wording of 
our agenda as it is contained in the resolution 
Qf the Assembly. The question whether 
any particular subject is included or excluded 
is therefore not prejudged. 

In his eloquent speech the other day, Bishop 
· Brent told us not to be frightened because we 

might find a lion in the way. I would add to 
that by saying, "Do not let us worry about 
t~e lions until the)' appear. Let us get on 
With the work wh1ch the world is expecting 
us to do, and deal with the difficulties as and 
when they arise". 

The Preslden\ : 
Translatiotl : As you all have the text of 

the proposal before you in both official lan
guages, 1 do not think it is necessary to read it. 

1 beg to state that the project contained in 
the first report of the Business Committee is 
now open for discussion. I call upon the first 
speaker, !II. Guindi, to address the Conference. 

M. Guindi (Egypt) : 
Translati~n : I think that, before beginning 

our work, 1t would be advisable to make an 

addition to the. list of drugs. "Hashish" is 
not mentioned, and I think it is essential that 
it should be included. 

The President : 
Translation : I would ask the Egyptian 

delegate to submit his proposal in writing. 

M. Guindi (Egypt) : 
Translation : I made the proposal in the 

course of my speech. 

The President : 
Translation : It is preferable that your 

proposal, which is a formal one, should be 
handed in to the Chair in writing. 

In order to save the Rapporteur of the Busi
ness Committee unnecessary work, I propose that 
the speakers should make their remarks in 
turn, and that Sir Malcolm Delevingne should 
reply to them altogether. 

Has anyone any observations to make in 
regard to the plan of work ? 

M. Dinlohert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I have just one brief remark 

to make in connection with a passage in the 
statement made by the Rapporteur of the 
Business Committee, of which I myself was 
a member. I feel that attention should be 
drawn to this passage, more especially as I 
do not think that the point referred to in it 
was established in the course of our discussions 
yesterday. . . . . 

Sir Malcolm Delevmgne sa1d, 1f I understood 
him aright, that the First Committee will deal, 
in general, with questions relating to what 
is called the "limitation" of products, and that 
the Second Committee wil deal with such revi
sion of the Hague Convention as may be neces
sary after the work of the First Committee has 
been completed. It would therefore deal with 
modifications shown to be necessary as a reS'Illt 
of the work of the First Committee. 

This is correct to a certain extent, but it is 
not absolutely correct, for, as you know, we now 
have before us, under the provisions of the gene
ral scheme of the Advisory Committee, an entire 
programme for the revision of the Hague 
Convention, a scheme which has been. care~ully· 
prepared and which, as reg~rds certam POI!'ts, 
may have an important beanng upo~ the obJe~t 
which we have in view. Accordingly, th1s 
Second Committee, which has to deal more 
especially with the revision of the Hague C~n
vention, has already - even though the ~1rst 
Committee has not yet reached any conclusiOns 
- a programme on which to work. If such 
were not the case, we should, logically, have had 
to wait before setting up our Second Committee 
to see what the First Committee would have 
for it to do. 

I feel sure that Sir Malcolm Delevingne agrees 
with me, but I thought that the point sh~uld 
be raised by a member of the Business Comm1ttee 
in order to avoid any misunderstanding. 

M. Suglmura ·(Japan) : 
Translation : At the meeting of the Busi

ness Committee, I voted in favour of the pro
gramme submitted this morning. I quite 
agree with M. de Aguero y Bethancourt : 
the first thing to be done is to determine the 
procedure and constitution of the Committees, 
Sub-Committees and Committees of Experts 
to be set up. · 

-a-



As regards the exact competence of the Second 
Opium Conference, I feel that it should be inter
preted with a certain breadth of \iew and that 
the various proposals which v.ill be submitted 
to us should be given the fullest consideration. 
The Business Committee did not succeed, 
in the course of its discussion yesterday, in 
coming to any definite conclusion as regards 
this point. I myself formally reserved the 
right to raise the question at a plenary meeting 
of the Conference. 

I have made an exhaustive examination of 
all the documents relating to our competence. 
They are not drafted in strictly legal terms ; 
they allow of very wide latitude in interpre
tation. Such being the case, I wish to speak 

. frankly and to give you my personal view, 
which is based not exclusively on legal, but 
even more, on moral and ethical considera
tions. 

The Governments which we represent here are 
all animated by one desire, the desire to put 
an end to the scourge of dangerous drugs : 
as regards this point, there can be no doubt 
whatsoever. But if our lofty ideals of huma
nity and social justice are to become practical 
realities, we must manifest both goodwill and 
common sense. 

(a) It is the imperative duty of our Confe
rence to profit by the unique and decisive 
orportunity offered it by the pre~ent mreting 
o eminent representatives of all the State!l 
concerned and of the ablest experts in the 
various continents, and to discuss any serious 
suggestion designed to bring about the suppres
sion of dangerous drugs. We are met together 
at the instance of the League of Nations, under 
whose general supervision the traffic in opium 
and other dangerous drugs is placed by Article 23 
of the Covenant. This being so, it is our 
d\lty to deal with the Egyptian proposal -
supported by the Turkish delegation - con
cerning hashish. Too strict a juridical inter
pretation of our competence might run counter 
to the lofty purpose which we have in vi~w. 
The Conference must bring to bear, along with 
the cold logic of the brain, the creative gene
rosity of the heart and must even, if need be, 
give the latter preference. 

(b) On the other hand, we ~ust not lose sight 
of the practical side of the matter. We can 
only do what lies within our power; if we are 
not in possession of the necessary instructions 
or if any subject has not been sufficiently pre
pared, it will be impossible for ns to conclude 
an effective convention within the short period 
of time at our disposal. If this should prove 
to be the case, we should be obliged to con
fine ourselves to making a recommendation or 
expressing a desire, or even perhaps to rderring 
to the matter in the Minutes ; delegations will 
also be able to adhere to an agreement subject 
to reservations. All this, however, must not 
prevent us from exchanging views and discussing 
matters in order to decide whether or not the 
difficulties are insurmountable at the present 
time. 

The Conference might take as a general ba:;is 
for discussion the programme prepared by the 
Opium Advisory Committee. Every delega
tion, however, retains the right to interpret 
the terms of this programme in its own_ ~ay 
and to submit such amendments or additions 
as it may think fit. 

The proposal of the American delegation . 
becomes, in accordance v.ith the resolution of 
the fourth Assembly, ipso !•rio part of the pro-
gramme of the Conference. · 

The question of the competence of the Confe
rence is certainlv a delicate one. If, however, 
we continue to hold a high ideal of humanity, 
justice and social charity, if we act throughout 
alike with good-will and common-srnse, our 
difficultit•s will not be in~urmountable. The 
letter kills, the spirit animates. Too much 
l<'gal technicality or cold logic would be a sad 
disappointmf'nt to public opinion, which expects 
great things from us. The !'-ucce!ls of our • 
work would be endangrred and it would be a 
blow to the moral prestige of the Leagu& . 

Dr. Chodzko (PCiland) : 
Truslaliora : In the name of tho Poli-b 

delegation, I congratulate the Business Com
mittee on having submitted to U!l the ~nn 
now before us, a plan which makrs it po~sible 
for us to discuss the qufttion of drugs in all 
its bearing!. 

In this plan we have been atruck by the fact 
that the con~uming countrit·s, th1~t Is to any, 
the countries which bear the full burdt•n of 
the opium traffic, are to be admitted to colla· 
borate with the producing countries In the 
first three Sub-Committees which have been 
proposed. 

I venture, however, to note one or two point11. 
The project now submitted to us appears in the 
nature of a heavy and unwieldy piece of mecl1a· . 
ni~m. It is proposed that we 11houhl appuint 
two grneral Committees, on which all the mcm· 
hers of the Conference would be repre11t•nted, 
and six fairly large Sub-Committee1, If thl1 
is done, I am afraid that our work will not 
proceed very rapidly. In my O\llnion, the !lUI(• 
gestion just made by the Sw1~1 dclrl(ate in 
regard to thr. aecond genrral Committee I& a 
wise one. The ta~k to be entru~ted to the 
second general Committee might be handed 
over to a Drafting Committee. 1\foreovr.r, the 
appointment of a aecond gen<'ral Committee 
is not necessary at pre5ent, as this Committee 
cannot !ltart its work until it Is In vos~Chllion 
of the results of the first Committee's proceed· 
ing"'. 

As regards the special Sub-Committees, 11ix 
appears to me to be a 10mewhat exccll'live num
ber, and I have a ft·w remark• to make in rrgatd 
to the composition of these Sub-Commit tN'II. 

The First Sub-Committef', the duty of wt.irh 
will be to consider all !!Ug!(f'lltion!l for the lim!· 
tation of the manufacture of drug!!, is to com.lt.t 
of ten m«"mbcn, including ~~oix rr·preu ntativu.of 
the producing rountri£ ... , thrrl' r1 rr•·~t n~ativu 
of the consuming conntrit·s and a rc·prt'f nta
tive of the Unitrd Stale!'. 

Thl' St!cond Sub-( c,mmittee, which i,; to 
consider ~uggc!ltiont for the limitation of lb.
production of opium for export, i1 cc.mpOM-d of 
five representatives of the producing countries 
and two representativH of the consuming 
countri~. • 

The Third Sub-Committee, which i!l to consi
aer suggl'l;tion!l for the limitation of the produc
tion of the coca-leaf for export, consi~>tl of tbn·c 
repre,;entatives of the producing countrie• and 
only one representative of the con~ emir g 
countries. 

On what basis ha.'\ the Bul'iness Committee 
proceeded in fixing these figure11? Why, in 



these first three Sub-Committees, are the 
producing countries more · fully represented 
than the consuming countrie!! ? It is the con
suming countries which bear all the bur~~ns 
and experience all the disadvantage~ ansmg 
from the traffic in dangerous drug~ ; 1t wou!d 
be only just, in my opinion, to gtve them, m 
each of these Sub-Committees, a number of 
places at least equal to that of the producing 
countries. 

I venture, therefore, to lay the following pro
posal before the Conference : that each of the 
Sub-Committees shall include the same number 
of representatives of the consuming countries 
as of the producing countries. 

If my proposal is adopted, the work of the 
Conference will be expedited. 

Lastly, no member of this assembly could 
e!Cplain to me why the interests of one group 
of producers, for example, the coca planters, 
sh' uld be better protected than those of another 
group, such as the cultivators of the poppy, 
vis-4-vis the consumer. 

I would strongly urge the adoption of my 
proposal, which is inspired by a desire for jus-
tice and equality. . 

This is all that I have to say regarding the 
report now before us. I have no objection to 
the principle underlying the project, and, in 
order not to delay the work of the Conference, 
I accept it as a whole, though I hope at the same 
time that my remarks will rece1ve considera
tion. 

I also support the proposal of the. first Egyp
tian delegate that hashish should be included 
in the programme of the Conference. 

The President : 
Translation : I will ask the first Polish 

dcleF;ate to be good enough to hand in in 
writing his proposals for the modification of 
the Sub-Committees. 

M. Bze (China) : 
Mr. President, members of the Conference -

I was one of the members of the Sub-Committee 
w~o voted against the· proposal that has been 
la1d before you by the delegate of the British 
Empire. I therefore feel it my duty to say a 
~ew w~rds as to the reason why I did not find 
It possible to subscribe to the proposition which 
is now before you. 
' Firs~ of all, let me tell you that the Sub

Committee sat yesterday morning from half
past ten to one o'clock and it met again in the 
~fternoon from half-past three till eight o'clock ; 
In other words, the Sub-Committee sat for 
seven hours. This fact shows you that the 
Sub-Committee considered that the matter 
entrusted to it was one of supreme importance 
so m,uch so that it_ found it necessary to ask th~ 
President to adjourn the plenary· meeting 
.ye_sterday ~fternoon in order that ample time 
!Jllght be gwen to the subject of most supreme 
ImportanC'e. A summary has been distributed 
to you of what happened in the morning. 

The Prealdent : 
Translation : I beg your pardon. That short 

scumm~ry was only sent to the members of the 
omm1ttee. 

M. 8ze (China) : 
1 beg vour pardon. I am wrong. A short 

stuhmmCary ~as been distributed to the members of 
e omm1ttee. 

This is what happened. Various proposals 
were put forward as to the manner in which 
the Business Committee ought to make its 
report. The different views were put before 
the Committee in detail, but up till one o'clock 
there was no tangible result. 

There was first the proposal submitted by the 
British delegation, and secondly, that submit
ted by my honourable friend from Switzerland ; 
there were also other proposals, notably one by my 
friend the delegate oft he Netherlands, supported 
by France and India. At the beginning of the 
afternoon meeting my friend from Holland with
drew his proposal, so that finally there remained 
only two proposals before the Committee, the 
Swiss and the British. It was then suggested 
that a small Drafting Committee should be formed 
in order to reduce the proposals to writing, 
and if possible to prepare one proposal only. 

After an adjournment, the Committee met 
again, and there were two texts before it- one 
the British proposal as presented to you this 
morning, and another one drafted by the 
Swiss delegate. Later, the delegate of the 
United States asked a question, but he did not 
put his question into the form of a resolution 
or any definite proposal. He asked a question 
with reference to the scope of this Conference, 
whether amendments to the Hague Convention 
of 1912 could be presented to the Conference 
and discussed. 

If you read carefully the proposal presented 
to you this morning by the delegate for the 
British Empire, you will see that it is to the 
effect that, to a limited degree, this Conference 
can discuss and amend the 1912 Convention ; 
the limitation, however, is this, that the dis
cussion must remain strictly within the limits 
of the agenda as distributed in the form of an 
invitation to the different Governments. The 
President of our Conference, who was also the 
President of the Business Committee, called 
attention to Resolution VI, adopted by the 
fourth Assembly of the League of Nations, 
which rei!-ds as follows : 

"The Assembly ... requests the Council, 
as a means of giving effect to the principles 
submitted by the representatives of the 
United States of America, and to the policy 
which the League, on the recommendation 
of the Advisory Committee, has adopted, to 
invite the Governments concerned to send 
representatives", etc. 

Let me tell you in a few words what the diffe
rence of opinion was in the Committee. There 
was one trend of opinion which said that. this 
Conference should rigidly limit itself to the 
invitation. The President, however, pointed 
out, as I have said, that this was somewhat 
qualified by the terms of Resolution VI, adopted 
by the fourth Assembly. There was another 
school, led by my friend Mr. Porter, which said 
that on humanitarian grounds there should 
be a certain elasticity, and that the Conference 
should have the right to discuss any of the 
articles of the Hague Convention of 1<)12. 
That is the crux of the whole question. If I 
am wrong, I should like my friends the dele
gates of the British Empire and of the United 
States to correct me. 

I will now ask leave to read to you a written 
statement explaining why I voted against the 
proposal presented to you this morning by 
the delegate of the British Empire. 



The Chinese delegation has this to say with 
regard to the scope of this Conference.- My 
delegation understands that this Conference has 
been called in order that the Powtrs represented 
here may agree upon common action for the 
full realisation of the aims of the Hague Con
vention ; these aims have been officially declared 
in the two American resolutions presented 
to the Opium Advisory Committ~ at its fifth 
session, and, with certain reservations as to 
legitimacy, under the Hague Convention, of 
the use of prepared opium, approved by the 
Assembly of the League of Nations. 

These resolutions read a, follows : 

"1. If the purpose of the Hague Opium 
Convention is to be achieved according to 
its spirit and true intent, it must be recog
nised that the use of opium products for 
other than medicinal and scienti fie purposrs 
is an abuse and not legitimate. 

"2. In order to prevent the abuse of 
these drugs, it is necessary to nercise the 
control of the production of raw opium in 
such a manner that there will be no surplus 
available for ·non-medicinal and non-scien
ti fie purposes." 

The determination of the League to invite all 
the nations of the world to assl'mble, through 
their representatives on this Conference, was 
predicated upon the American proposals. In 
1ts report of june 16th, I9ZJ, to the Council of 
the League, the Advisory Committee say : 

"These proposals were amplified by the 
United States representatives, who, in com
menting on them, showed that they were 
in full accordance with both the letter anti 
the spirit of the International Opium 
Convention of 19U. - · 

"The Committee very fully examined the 
• proposals of the United States. It would 

be difficult in a short space to summarise 
the discussions which took /lace, but a 
full report of them is include in the Min
utes of the meetings and reference should be 
made to them. 

"After a long discussion, and on the pro
posal of a Drafting Committee, which was 
appointed to prepare the final text, the 
Committee adopted unanimously the follow• 
ing resolution." 

Then follows the resolution, the fourth para-
graph of which reads : · 

"As a means of giving effect to the prin
ciples submitted by the representatives of 
the United States and the policy which the 
League, on the recommendation of the 
Committee, has adopted, and having regard 
to the information now available, the Advi
sory Committee recommends to the Council 
the advisability of inviting the Govern
ments ...••• to enter into immediate negotia· 
tions .•.•• to consider whether, with a view 
to giving the fullest possible effect to the 
CoD\·ention of 1912, agreements could not 
now be reached between them." 

There then follows in the resolution of the 
Advisory Committee a statement of the various 
points upon which it is desirable that agree
ment should be reached. No statement or 

- suggestion is made by the Committee, nor by 
the Assembly of the League which approved the 
resolution, that the points thus enumerated 

exhausted all those that mi~ht be involved in 
any common agt't't"mt-'nt which might be reacht>d 
bv the nations• with a view to giving the 
fullest pos..Uble eflt•ct to the purposc>s of the 
Hague Convention as dc-fint>d in the Anwrican 
resolutions. · 

This Conft•ft'nre would be rontrollt•d bv an 
extraordinarily tt-chnical, not to snv stralned, 
interpretation· of its province and pOWt'rs wrre 
it to dl'cide that it could e:<amint>, and rome to 
agreemt>nt, only upon tho~e poinh whirh, by 
way of dt·!'Cription ratht'r than by way of 
limitation, the Advisorv Committt'e and the , 
Assembly det"mt'd dt•,.irable to rt'ft•r to in thrir 
resolutions. Certainly it had not occurrt'd to 
the Chinese ddt•gation that the- Conft•rt'ncc- Wtluld 
considrr ihelf compt•tc-nt to considt·r only 
mt'a5Urt'!l directly rrlating to the point" enu
merated by the Ad\·isory Committee and by 
the Assembly of thr J.rnglte. . 

Certainly, al!!o, it bus bt•t•n tht' t'lC(lt.'l'tatlotf of 
the pt>oplu of the world that the Ctmft•rt•nt·c 
should serk in evt'ry way pos,.ible to abntr, and 
if poMiblc wholly to rorrt•ct, the e-vil~ tlll\t now 
result from the abu~e of opium, of cocaine, of 
their dt•ri,•ativrs, and of othrr ~imilnr narcotic 
drugs. 

Apart from other and mort' Fcnt•ral ronsitlt·rB· 
tion,, the Chinc!'e dt•lt·gntion •~ concrrnt•d with 
the mattt'r at i~Mte,l'ince it dt·~irt•tthat thrCo~fe
rence !!honld give lh favourable con,.itlt•nltwn 
to certain propo!lal~ which the tlt·k~:ntlon will 
make for carrying out eflcctivt>ly thfl Jlrovl,.innA 
of Chaptl'r IV of the llagne Convt·ntlon. 
(,4Pf/11US1.) 

The Preelden,_z 
Trt~nsltllioJI : I did not wi~h to lntrrrupt 

the first part of 1\1. Sze's !IJlt't'Ch, but I vt·nture 
now mo!lt courtt>oullly to remind th!! 'far~t 
Chinese dt·lrgate that It i!l not in accordance with 
the procedure of the League to mc•nt inn at a 
pubhc meeting any namn or fart1 connl'cted 
with the proccedingot of a private Committrr. 
Although thc~re i!l nothing !lt'crrt about the 
work of the Bu~ine1111 Committe!', it §Ctm!l to 
n1e to be unfottunate that ih prorf't~tling!l •huuld 
be referred to here publicly. I would a~k the 
Chinese dt'legate, with all conrte11y, to avoid this 
in future. 

M. 81e (China) : • 
1f I have contravened the policy adoptl~d by 

previou~ Confer,.nr.~. I beg your pardon. I 
thought that if I gavr. my "tatl'm,.nt to the 
new~papers Ja§t night I 11honld be al>u~ing the 
confidence of the Uu\ine!o!l Committ~e, but I 
bt'lieved that matter• would be on a diffcrerot 
plane if I only brought the point bt:fore my 
colleagues. If my Idea i"' wrong, I am ready 
to 1ubmit to anything you may dt•cide. 

The ..,._ldent: 
Trans/4/ion : I beg to thank the Cbinne 

delegate for hi!l courteouot remark. 

M. Dlnlch-" (Switzerland) : 
Translalitm : I ,_;ished a moment ago to 

remove a mi~under!ttanding which l thought 
might possibly ari!le in regard to the report 
of our Committr.e. 1 am K~rry to lind from the 
remarks of my Poli~h colleague that I wa!l not 
completely !IUCCe!l~ful. 

I rt>peat, therefore, that, in the opinion of all 
the members of the Business Committee, the 

• 
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second coO:.mittee has an independent ta~k 
which it can begin at any moment. If you wdl 
refer to the programme of tbe Advisory Co~
mittee, you will see the useful and well-consi
dered proposals which ha:-'e already been pl~ed 
bcforC\ls by that Comm1ttee for strengthenmg 
the Hague Convention. This is quite indepen
dent of any questions coming within the compe-
tence of the First Committee. · 

The question before us is not, therefore, that 
of a Sub-Committee or of a Drafting Committee, 
but rather of an important Committee, and I 
would remind you that from the•very beginning 
I have ad vacated the representation of all the 
delegations on this Committee ; for I am con
vinced that its programme concerns all the 
delegations - though perhaps in varying 
degrees - and that this programme is of 
sufficient moment to every one of them for their 
collaboration to be most desirable. 

II • 

M. Emmanuel (Greece) : 
Translation: Mr. President - I wish to sup

port the proposal of the Egyptian delegate. 
We hear continually of opium, morphine and 
heroin as drugs. Unfortunately, these are 
not the only ones. There are, besides, a: certain 
number which are not mentioned (other opium 
alkaloids and derivatives ; pantopon, hashish, 
ether, psycaine, etc.) ; it would be better there
fore if the word "drug" were taken to mean 
any harmful drug already known or which may 
be discovered. 

I suggest that the Sixth Sub-Committee be 
asked to define all these drngs. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : I do not think that the 'Greek 

delegate's proposal involves any amendment 
of the plan· of work. The First Committee 
wonld appear to be the proper body to deal 
with this proposal. Does the Greek delegate 
a.ccept this view ? 

M. Dendramle (Greece) : 
Tran~lation : !he Greek delegation requests 

that th1s suggestion be referred to the First 
Committee for examination. 

The President : 
Translation : This question cannot be re

ferred to the First Committee until the latter 
has been appointed. The simplest procedure ap
pears ~o me to be. that, at the first meeting of 
the F1rst Committee, the Greek delegation 
sh~uld submit the proposal put forward here. 

. The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of AJnerica) : 

In the opinion of the delegates of the United 
Stah'~. the report of the Business Committee 

,, seems to curtail the scope of the Conference. 
It may ~at do so, but, on the other hand, it 
may. \\e have no desire to delay matters, 
~nd therefore I shall put on record a statement 
m the nature of a reservation. · 
. I~ is the opinion of the Unites States delega

tion that the report of the Business Committee 
. may unduly cnrtai\ the scope oft he Conference 

and my .delegation, having no desire to delay th~ 
work, w11l vote in fa\·our of the adoption of 
~he .rt:'port, but on the express condition that 
It Will bt' pt'rmitted to pre~t-nt to the Conference 
or t?d the .appropriate Committees thereof fo; 
consl eratton on their merits, the suggestions 

• 
of the United States, or such portions thereof 
as it may deem germane to the purpose of the 
Conference. Our instructions are such that 
we should find it ·difficult to proceed further in 
the Conference without this clear understand
ing. 

The Preeldent : 
· Translation : I regard the statement of 

the United States delegate as a statement 
affecting hio; vote ; it will be entered in the 
records of the meeting. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : I should like to thank the 

Business Committee for its favourable recep
tion of my proposal and also to thank the Pre
sident for his courteous reply. 

I consider that the proposal of the Polish 
delegation, that the producing and consuming 
countries should be equally represented on the 
Committees, is both fair and reasonable and 
I heartily support it. 

Mr. Mac White (Irish Free State) : 
Translation : I wish to support the proposal 

of Dr. Chodzko, the Polish delegate. It was 
my intention to submit a similar proposal. 
I am glad to find that there are other delegates 
of my opinion at this Conference. We must 
take ad vantage of the experience of the First 
Conference and not arrive at the same results. 
Non-producing countries are also interested 
in the matter and we should take this fact into 
account in order that the Conference may be 
able to draw up a Convention. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
I should like to call the attention of the Con

ference to the remark made by Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne in introducing the report of the 
Committee, when he pointed out that the word
ing adopted in the programme submitted to the 
Conference did not prejudge in any way the 
question of competence. It is for that reason 
that I have not intervened in the debate. 

For the moment, I merely wish to make it 
quite clear that the Indian delegation reserves 
the right to discuss and speak on the question 
at a later stage. If the Conference wishes to 
raise the question of competence now, we are, 
of course, prepared to discuss it : if I may say 
so, however, I think it would be much more 
convenient if that question, which has only 
been raised incidentally and whkh, as I have 
pointed out, is not relevant, or at any rate not 
strictly relevant, to the question now under 
discussion, were postponed. 

My only object in speaking is to remind the 
Conference that the programme presented by 
Sir l\Ialcolm Delevingne can be accepted with
out prejudging in any way the question of 
competencE' and to reserve to my delegation the 
right to discus<> that question of competence at 
a later stage. 

.The President : 
· Translation : As no one else wishes to speak, 

I now declare the general discussion on the re
port of the Business Committee closed. I will 
therefore ask the Rapporteur of the Committee 
to reply to the various observations that have 
been made, and I think that any subsequent 
discussion should be confined to the points raised 
this . morning by the various delegations. 



Sir Malcolm Delevlngna (British Empire), 
Rapporteur of the Businf'SS Committee : 

Before I reply, may I ask what motions for 
the amendment of the proposals made by the 
Business Committee have been handed in ? 

Tha Preelden& : 
Translatio11 : The only proposal submitted 

in writing is the Polish proposal. There i-., 
in addition, the Egyptian delegation's proposal 
with regard to hashish. As this matter, how
ever, does not come \\'ithin the scope of our 
discussion, I have not yet had it roneocd for 
distribution. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translatio11 : To sum up the japanese 

point of view, we want a wider interpretation 
of the phrase in the third paragraph of the 
report : " ..... or which mav be submitted by 
any delegation". • · 

The Preelden& : 
Translation : Is :M. Sugimura proposing an 

amendment to the text ? 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : I am not proposing an amend

ment to the text, but I wish again to emphasise 
our hope that it will be interpreted more widely. 

Tha Preelden& : 
I understand that Sir l\lalcolm Dclevingne, 

without having the formal proposal of the Polish 
delegation before him, really understands the 
basis of it. It mav be amended by the Persian 
delegation and has been supportPd by the Irish 
delegation. I think he will be able to answer 
it in principle before receiving the text of the 
proposal. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlng na (British Empire), 
Rapporteur of the Business Committee : 

As there is only one motion before the Con
ference for the amendmPnt of the scheme sub
mitted by the Business Committee, namely. the 
Polish amendment, I will deal with that first. 

The Polish delegate asked the reason for the 
inequality in the numbers of the First Second and 
Third special Sub-Committees as between the 
manufacturing or producing countries on the 
one hand and the consuming countries on the 
other; he complained, or alleged, that the repre
sentation of the consuming countries was ma
dequate. His proposal is that as many repre
sentatives of the consuming countries should 
be placed on these Sub-Committees as there 
are representatives of the manufacturing or 
producing countries. 

The reason for the inequality (if it may be 
called inequality) is this. The chief difficulty 
in the problem of securing an agreement as to 
the limitation of the manufar.ture of the drugs, 
morphine, heroin and cocaine, and the chief 
difficulty in connection with the problem of 
securing a limitation in the production, for 
export, of raw opium or the coca-Jeaf, as the case 
may be, is the difficulty of getting the manufac
turing or producing countries to come to an 
agreement between themselves. 

The manufacturing countries, in the case of 
drugs, and the producing countrie<;, in the case 
of the raw material, compete among them
selves for the world markets, and the great 
difficulty with which the Preparatory Committee, 

~n the first place, and the Advisory'Committ"~~. 
10 the second place, bave been faced througb6at 
their consideration of the subjt'<'t since the. 
beginni~g of this" year has bt'en this ditftculty 
of secunng an &greeQlent bt•twcen the nations 
which are competitors in the world earkt•ts 
for the drugs or for the raw mnh:ril\1, as the case 
mav be. 

1hat is why the chief f'lt•mcnts in these first 
thrt"C Sub-Committe.,. which are !lll~gcsted for 
dPaling with this problem of limitati(ln are the 
gToups of c?mpeting countrit•s in n·gard to 
tht"!'l' respect1v~ matters. ' 

The consuming countrit•s naturally have a 
very considerable intt•rest in the matter. Their 
interest is to see that neitht•r the limitation of 
t~e mnnufarture of the drugs, nor the produc· 
hon of the raw material, nor the rt"!ltriction 
placed on import, export or distribution is 
carried to !1\lch lcn~ths as to dt·prive. thrm 
of the supplies whic~hey require for mt•di&al 
and scit~ntlfic purJl?St'!l in their own countrit•!l. 
From the neces.,.lties of the case, tht•y cnn 
obviously have no part in any agrt•emt•nt whkh 
may be rt•ached betwt>en the manufacturing or 
producing countries. 

The terms on which the manufacturing or 
producing countries may agree upon a joint 
scheme of limitation is not a mattt•r on which the 
votes of the consuming countrin would havo 
a decio;ive influence. Their iuterc~ot, as I have 
said, lies in M'Cing that the supplit•!l of tht" dr1111~ 
which are produced for the world's con!lumption 
reach thPm in !luflicicnt qunntitin for thl'ir 
mr-dical and scientific rt•quirl'ments. 

The representatives of the con~uming roun· 
tries, t hereforr, hold what in England i11 callt•d 
a watching brief, and J thought land I think 
the Committt'e generally thought) that the 
interests of the consuming countries, which 
are obviously very largdy the same in all 
cases, would be adt·quatcly reprc1wntt•d on tht·!lc 
Committees by the number of reprrsentatlvcs 
we have suggested. Thdr function will be to 
see that the point of view of the consuming 
countrin it not l<>llt sight of in these ncgo• 
tiations. 

l\lay I point out another thing, namely, that 
the interests of the con•uming countr1c1 are 
also adequately prot!'rtcd by the appointment 
of a Fourth spectal Sub-Committ!'e, which, at 1 
explained in the r!'port I submitted to the Con
ference this morning, will r<·gard tlii'!IC problcml 
of limitation from the point of view of the con
sumer. The consumer• will thua have a 11pecial 
Sub-Committee of tht·ir own, which will exa· 
mine, from the point of view of the con~umer, 
their suggestion§ which have been put forw~U"d 
by the Opium Advisory Committee with rrgard 
to the limitation of manufacture, the rcMtric
tions on export and w forth. Surely, thi11 i• 

·the most adequate saft-guard for the intere!lts 
of the consuming countrie11? • 

I need hardly add that the larger a committee, 
the more conversation there will be, the longer 
the discussion!! will take and, I might almost 
say, the les!i likely it i11 that the Committee 
will come to a conclusion. Jn view of that ex
planation, I would suggest to the Poli~h dele• 
gate that he need not pre<111 his amendment, 
and that the scheme of the Busine!IS Committee 
might be allowed to stand as it is. 

Various points were raised and sugge<;tions 
made by delegations which have not moved 
formal amendments, but courtesy demands 
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that I should make, quite briefly, a few obser
vations on the points raise~. Fi.rst let me ~ay 
that I have no wish and no mtentwn of entenng 
into the general que_stion of 1:<?mpetence. As 
the President has pomted out, 1t IS a proposal 
for a programme and method of 'York which 
has been submitted by your Busmess Com-
mittee. · · 

In my report to the Conference I studiously 
avoided any question o! competence. Th.1s 
question is of so much. 1mp'?rta~ce •. a~d will 
give rise to so much discussion 1f 1t 1s ever 
raised that, surely; on every ground, as well 
as th~se of convenience and expedition, we 
should avoid it this morning. I do not therefore 
propose to raise and dis.cuss the general ques
tion of competence wh1ch has been referred 
to by some of the delegates. 

A verv interesting proposal has, however, 
been put' forward by the delegate of Egypt, and 
SU)jl,POrted by the delega~ of Greece, in regard 
to the subject of hashish. This proposal raises 
two questions, the question of competence, into 
which I do not propose to enter, and the ques
tion of merit. The Conference as a whole 
may not know, but, certainly, many of the dele
gations in the Conference do know, that this 
matter has been under consideration by the 
Opium Advisory Committee of the League. 
The South Afdcan Government, I think, last 
year sent to the League a suggestion to the 
effect that Indian hemp, which is the plant 
from which hashish is obtained, should be treated 
as one of the habit-forming drugs and that 
it should be brought within the scope of the 
Hague Convention. 

The Advisory Committee considered t.he 
mattl!r at its session this year and passed this 
resolution : 

· "With reference to the proposal of the 
Government of the Union of South Africa 
that Indian hemp should be treated as 
one of the habit-forming drugs, the Advi
sory Committee recommends the Council 
that, in the first instance, the Governments 
should be invited to furnish to the League 
information as to the production and use 
of, and traffic in, this substance in their 
territories, together with their observa
tions on the proposal of the Government 
of the Union of South Africa. The Com-

~ mittee further recommends that the ques
tion should be considered at the annual 
session of 'the Advisory Committee to be 
held in 1925.'' 

The Council sent this month a letter to the 
Governments to that effect, and the replies, 
ot course, have not yl't been received. But 
when' the replies have come in, they will 
be referred to the Advisory Committee for 
consideration. I suggest to the delegates of 

1 Egypt and Greece that this Conference has not 
in its possession the materials which will enable 
it to deal with the subject at the present time. 
Therefore, any discussion which might arise in 
the Conf~rence could only be very one-sided 
and very mcomple.te, and, accordingly, we should 
not be able to arnve at any definite conclusion. 

I ~ee no objection at all to an interchange 
of Views on this subject : I see no reason at 
all why the· delegates of Egypt and Greece 
should. not put before the Conference, either in 
Committee or otherwise, all the information 
they have upon the subject of the use and abuse 

of hashish. It would be very interesting and 
very useful to the members of the Conference, 
and especiaJly to the Advisory Committee 
when it meets next year,· if that information 
is given. 

Some of us know that the question of hashish 
is a very important one. We know that it 
is especially important in Egypt, and Great 
Britain has co-operated already with the Egyp
tian authorities in regard to this matter. I 
have in mind, in particular, one attempt to 
smuggle a very large amount of Indian hemp, 
I think amounting to ten tons, into Egyptian 
territories, and it is a matter which does deserve 
very careful consideration and action. I do 
not deal at more length with it now because, 
as the President has suggested, and I think his 
suggestion has been accepted by the delegates of 
Greece and Egypt, that the matter should be 
raised, if at all, in Committee and not on our 
present programme of business. 

The delegate of Switzerland desired to remove 
what he thought was a _misunderstanding to 
which my report this morning might give rise. 
In my report I did not use the words "such 
revision of the Hague Convention as may be 
necessitated by any scheme of limitation". 
I thought that the appointment of a General 
Committee to consider the revision of the Hague 
Convention was a matter which, as the subject 
is not specifirally included in our agenda, 
needed some explanation. I desired therefore 
to point out that any scheme of limitation of 
manufacture or production would involve the 
revision of the Hague Convention, and I think 
the delegate of Swit:r.erland will find that all 
the matters which are included in the scheme 
of the Opium Advisory Committee, and prob
ably almost any matter which is within the 
scope of the existing Hague Convention, can 
be raised in that Committee. 

I do not think I have anything to say in parti
cular with regard to the general observ.ations 
which were made by the delegations of Japan 
and China. They covered largely the same 
ground as we covered yesterday in the Business 
Committee and I do not think it would be useful 
for me to enter into any general discussion, 
since those delegations have moved no formal 
motion. 

Finally, there is the important reservation 
handed in by the delegation of the United States 
of America, which says that they will vote "in 
favour of the adoption of the report of the 
Business Committee, on the express condition 
that it will be permitted to present to the Con
ference or appropriate Committees thereof, 
for consideration on their merits, the suggestions 
of the United States, or such portions thereof 
as it may deem germane to the purpose of the 
Conference". · 

I understand that the last "it" really refers 
to the American delegation, which makes a 
condition "that it will be permitted to present 
to the Conference or appropriate Committees 
thereof, for consideration on their merits, the 
suggestions of the United States, or such por
tions thereof as the delegation of the Umted 
States may deem germane to the purpose of 
the Conference". This reserve, of course, raises 
the general question of competence which we 
have tried to avoid - the question whether any 
particular subject is or is not included in our 
agenda. I do not therefore propose to say 
anything on that point at the moment. The 
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President has pointed out that it is possible 
to raise all these questions in the CPmmitt('('!:, 
and they \\ill ha\"e to be dt."Cided there. 

Dr. Choclzko (Poland) : 
Tr•utsl~Jiioll : I \\ish to thank the Rappot·teur 

of the Business Committee for his frankness, 
whtch was just what I desired. I understand 
that the object in \iew in appointing the Sub
Committees is to bring about an understanding 
between the producing countries. If this is 
the object in view. why should the ronsuming 
countries be represented on those Sub-Commit· 
tee!! ? It is tht"l'e countries. according to Sir 
:Yalcolm Dele,·ingne, that pre'lrent the producing 
countries from arriving at an undf'rstanding. 
We have already had examples of this. 

The Irish delegate stated that representatives 
of the producing countril's had been summoned 
by the League to Gent'\'& four times during 
the course of this year. The First fonferenre 
consists only of rt'presentativ" of the produc
ing countries and no understanding has txen 
reached. 

If the producing countrie!O predominate on 
the Sub-Committees, there i' no guarantee 
that the latter v.·ill arri,·e at an agret'ment, for, 
as the Rapporteur most truly said, they are 
competitors in the world's markeh and are 
looking for the best market for their produrts. 
What is meant by a market ? It is a plare 
where the consumption of opium anti cocaine 
is very heavy. All the con~uming countric!l, 
as you know, complain that it is very dillicult 
to suppress smuggling. The reason I !I that in 
the producing countries the manufarture of 
opium and cocaine is in exces" of the lt·gitimate 
rE-quirements. 

We have also been told that the production 
of opinm is nine or ten times in exrt's!l of the 
legitimate requirement!!. If. then, the over
production of opium is so enormous. smuggling 
will never be suppressed. This must be can· 
didly stated. If, then, the producing countries 
represented on this Sub-Committee cannot 
anive at any conclusion, the question we have 
to ask ourselves is what means we are to employ 
to come to an understanding in the future. 

A great danger threatens the fate of our Con· 
ference. I think, then, that it i~ e~'ll'ntial, 
on the contrary, that the consuming countries 
should be represented on this Sub-Committee. 
It will be ea~ier, in my opinion, to rearh an 
agreement. The interests of the consnmt·rs 
are the most important. I muo;t maintain 
this view, and I think that th«' majority of 
my colleagues \\ill be of the same opinion. 
Consumers mu~t be put on the same footing 
as producers. I would not place them in the 
maJority, although to do 10 v.·onld be quite 
legitimate. I make this conciliatory propo!ial 
as I wish the two groups of countriu to be 
placed on. an equal footing. . 

But, according to what the Rapporteur says, 
the consuming countries will merely be obst-r· 
vers. I ask you, therefore, gentlemen, if 
three-quarters of the members of thi!! Conference 
are only observers, •·hat result shall we reach ? 
We are here not to obsen-e but to dt:cide. We 
have definite instructions Jrom our Go\·em
ments. We do not wish our rights to be 
impaired and I emphaticaiJy protest against 
this weakening of our powers. 

The Rapporteur tells us that if we wish to 
discuss our mtt:rests, we can do so in the Fourth 
Sub-Committet>, which consists of reprt•senta
ti\'es of the consuming countries. But I 
ask you what motions or proposals could ever 
reach this Fourth Sub-Committt"e if in the thn•e 
other Sub-CommittC'l's the producing countries 
were in a majoritv. It would be pmely orna
mental and would not be a real working Sub
Committee. 

If therefore I propo5e that tht•se thrt•e Sub
Committt•es bt• constituted in n more t•quitnblc 
fao;hion. it is to !'pare our Conft•rt•nce the fate' 
of the First Conft•renre. ;\ ft•w days ago there 
appeared in one of the (;t•nt'\'a papt•rs a \'ery 
\\ittv article in whkh it was stated that the 
First Conft•n•nce Wa!l dying an un.:raceful dt•ath. 
I do not wi~h tht• Second fonft•renrt' also to 
dit' an ungracdul dt•ath, nor do I wi~h the 
l.rague - I will not !'ay to die -· but to tuwe 
il!l vitality weakent•d u a result of the failure 
of our fonft•renre. 

l.et me !ltatt', in conclusion, that I would 
emphatically urge my propo!lnl, whkh I lwg 
the Pre~idt•nt to put to the votr. I also wish 
to thank the Prl'!'ian and the Irish dt•lt•gates 
for supporting my suggr~tion. 

The Preelden& : 
Tf1111slatio1t : Bdore cnllin11 upon the two 

rt•maining ~puk••r!l on my li~t. I wish to tnkc 
the opinion of the member" of the Conft•rent·e 
and to ask if It is tht•ir dt•sire that we Mhoulrl 
continue our discussion at the prr~l'nt mretln~: 
or adjourn it to the next nwetlng, whldt will 
take plare thi~ afternoon at J.JO p.m. 

In addition to the r.peeches of the two dt•h•· 
l{ate'l on my list, we have to hear the~ rrply of 
the Rapportrur. \\'1' aiMo have to continue our 
di~cusston of the Polish delegation'• proposal: 
we may have to take a vote and we ha\'e to 
examine afre~h tht' Spani~h propo•nl. 

Mr, Campbell (India) : 
May I a•k if any arrnngrm1•nts have brrn 

maclt' with regard to the Jo'int Conft•rence meet· 
ing this afternoon ? 

The Pr•lden& : 
Tr11nsllllio1t : The l:ir~t Conference will not 

meet until Monday afternoon. 
• 

M. de Aguero r Be\hanoour& (Cuba): 
Tf11ns111tio1t : The rrmark ju"t made by the 

Prl"~icJcnt Yem~ to me a vrry Important one. 
We ha\'e bt·t·n 11itting &ince JO.Jo and it ill now 
1 o'clock. The di'ICU~!Iion~ have bt•en cartied 
on in French and Engli,.h, and there are limitl 
to our powt"rl of llttention. l\loreovrr; I am 
afraid that. if we continue thi• diiiCU!I~ion 
now, the important point rail!Cd by the Poli5h 
dclrgat~ may not receive all the attentio• 
which it rlcwrvn. I therefore think that we 
,;hould adjourn the meeting now and meet 
again thi!l afternoon. (Appl11u1e.) 

The Pr•lden& : 
TfansliJiiolt : The Cuban delegate ha1 

placed before you the very rea!IOn!l which Jed 
me to suggt:st the adjournment of our meeting. 

The nt·d meeting will therefore take place at 
J.Jo p.m. 

T Ju Conference ro.e tit :r. p.m. 

• 
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24· EXAMINATION OF THE FIRST REPORT 
OF THE BUSINESS COMMIII EE: : 
TINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION. 

The Preeldenl : 
TTanslation : We will continue the discus

sion on the first report of the Business Committee. 
The only speaker on my list is H.E. Dr. El Guindy, 
Egyptian delegate. 

Dr. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
TTanslalion : 1\lr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen I thank the honourable Rappor
teur of the Business Committee for what he 
has said regarding my proposal to add hashish 
to the list of the narcotics with which we are 
concerned. In my opinion, we ought not to 
regulate the use of opium and its derivatives 
only, but of all noxious drugs. 

The Rapporteur added that the Advisory 
Committee had proposed that the question of 
hashish should be considered ; and I do not 
know whether it w~ I have been considered in 

• 

its entirety by 1<).!,5. Am I to untlt·r~tnnd by 
this that, if, aftt•r reading the short ~tnh•rnt·nt 
I am prrparing upon this cpwstion, the majority 
of the ddt•gatl~~ of the c;ovt•rnmt•nt~ rt•prc· 
sentcd at thi~ Cunft•rt•nrc wt•re in favour of my 
proposal, it would n1· \'t•rtlwh·s~ bt• i mpossi hlu 
for us to take a deci,ion in th•• math·r at thl!l 
Conference ? 

In the nwantimc, by ngrct•nwnt with the 
President, I will !lnbmlt my proposal to tho 
competl'nt Committee, and also unntht•r pro· 
posal, which run~ R!l follnw11 : 

"It should be hcncdorth umh~ntood 
that any narcotic sub~tancc already known 
and not at pre~cnt clas!lt~d among dr11g11, 
but which nevt·rthdcs!l may be n·gnrdcd 
as a drug, and any othl'r narcotic product 
which may in future be di~covcrcd or manu
factured shall automatically (that i11 tOt 
say, without it bdng n"ces~ary to have 
recourse to a further Conft•rence) be 11ubjcct 
to the provisions of the Convention which 
we de!>lre to conclude." 

The Preelden& : •. 
TTanslalion : I und!!rstand that the dele

gate of Egypt will in due time 11ubmit to the 
competent Committee the other propo~al which 
he has just mentioned. • 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
TTanslalion : I heartily aupport the aug

gestion of our distingui~hed Egyptian colleague. 
During the general di<~eussion, I alluded to 
another scourge in addition to opium from 
whkh certain countries suffer. The propo!!al 
of the Egyptian delegate makes provision for 
this. 

The Preeldenl : 
TT111ulation : There are no further names on 

the list of speakers for the general discussion. 
Do any other members of the Conference wish 
to speak? 

• 
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Dr. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I apologise for speaking again, 

but it is on a personal point. 
In my speech this morning I quoted words 

which had appeared in a Geneva paper with 
reference to the First Opium Conference. I 
gathered that some of my colleagues who 
participated in the First Conference took ex
ception to this quotation. The great respect 
which I have for my colleagues of the First 
Conference im~ls me to withdraw my words. 

The Preefdent : 
Translation : The Conference takes note 

of the statement of the Polish delegate and it 
will be recorded in the record of the meeting. 

M. Pfnto-Eecafler (Bolivia) : 
"franslation : Mr. President, I wish to make 

a statement with regard to my vote. The 
delrgate of Poland, in referring to the report 
of the Business Committee, of which I have 
the honour to be a membrr, expressed the opi· 
nion, if I .understood him aright, that the Com
mittee was not treating consuming and pro· 
ducing countries on terms of equality, but that 
the latter were represented too largely on the 
Sub-Committees provided for in the report. 
This would seem to suggcst that the producing 
countries have taken care to safeguard their 
interests. 

For my part, speaking as a delegate of a 
country whtch produces raw materials, I feel 
c~lled upon to state that I am in agreement 
wtth my honourable Polish colleague in claim
ing equality of treatment for producing and 
consuming countries. 

I. claim no privilege. On the contrary, I 
destre that the yroblcm confronting my country 
and the point o view of my Government should 
be made known and discussed freely and openly 
and with no mental reservations. 

The President :. 
Translation : The statement of the first 

dcleg~t~ of ~olivia is not merely a statemcnt 
explatntng Ius vote, but constitutes positive 
s~pport of this amendment. This statement 
Wtll be recorded in the record of the present 
·meeting. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
I had not i~tended to speak, but I think, I 

ought t~ explam that, in the discussions before 
tb~ Husme~s Commtttee, India took the same 
potn~ of. ~tew as has just been expressed by 
the ~oh':tan delegation. India would have 
no ob]e~hon whatever to an equal number of 
consummg countries being on the Sub-Commit-

• tees where the producing countries are repre-
sented. ~ 

· The President : 
. Translation : Before we proceed to vote, I 

Wt.ll ask the Rapporteur of the B11siness Com
mittee whether he has anything to add. 

R Sir Malcolm Deievingne (British Empire), 
apporteur of the Business Committee : 
1 should like to express my satisfaction 

~ft the delegate of Poland has withdrawn his 
re erenci to the wor~ of ~he First Opium Confe
b;~h ambesure his achon will be appreciated 

e mem rs of the First Opium Conference. 

As regards the Poli!>h amendment I have 
no wish to prolong the discussion. i should 
just like in passing, however, to correct two 
points o.n wh~ch, I think, the Polish delegate 
wa.' a ltttle maccurate. The first point was 
the .statement .that the manufacturing and pro
ducmg countnes had already met and failed 
to come to an agreement. That is not correct, 
even as regards the manufacturing countries. 
There has been no meeting, up to the present, 
of all the manufacturing countries concerned, 
and th.ere has ~en no . meeting at all of the 
producmg countnes. I Just say this in passing 
in order to remove any misconception as to the 
situation. 

~h.e second point w~s with regard to the 
posthon of the consummg countries on these 
three SuJ?-Committees. He seemed to think 
that the suggestion of the Business Committee 
was that they. should ~ct. as observers only. 
That was certamly not 1ts mtention. Perhaps 
his misunderstanding was due to a remark I 
made this morning about the consuming coun
tries ho~ding a. "watchif!g brief". That may 
~ave mtsle~ him, but 1t certainly was not 
mtende~ .to 1mply that those countries occupied 
the posthon of observers only. 

I think it is quite clear from the discussion 
which has taken place that the majority of 
the members of the Conference is in favour of 
the Polish amendment, and, in those circum
stances, I am prepared, if the other members 
of the Business Committee concur, to accept it. 
In that way we might avoid taking a vote. 

There is one another point which I want to 
mention, but I do not know if I am in order 
in mentioning it now. I should like to make 
a s!llall amend!llent to the proposal of the 
~usu~ess Commttt~e.. Perhaps I might men
tion 1t now, and, 1f 1t were considered prefe
rabl~ to discuss it later, we could adjourn it now. 

It ts proposed that the second Sub-Committee 
which deals with the question of the productio~ 
of raw opium, should include, as producing coun
tries, only the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes, Greece, Turkey, Persia and India. 
We had :overlooked the fact that Egypt was 
a pro~ucmg country - not on a large scale, 
but shU, a producing country. I am informed
by the Egyptian delegation that production 
is increasing there. . I would therefore suggest 
that the Egyptian delegation be represented 
on that Sub-Committee. · 

The President : 
Translation : As no objection has been raised 

to the Polish proposal by the members of the 
Business Committee, and as none of them 
appears to oppose its acceptance by the Rappor
teur, Sir Mal~olm Delevi!lgneo, I may conclude 
that the Busmess Comrmttee accepts the Pol
ish proposal. It seems to me therefore unne
cessary to take a vote on the amendment put 
by Sir Malcolm Delevingne. We can vote 
on the first report of the Business Committee 
in its entirety. 

At the same time, I venture to mention to 
the Polish delegate that the draft text of his 
proposal 'does not meet the end in view .. I 
suggest therefore that the necessary corrections 
should be made. 

In my opinion, the Polish amendment should 
be repeated three times, that is to say, that 
after the enumeration of the members of the 
First, Second and Third Sub-Committees it 
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would be expedient to add the following : 
"and an equal number of representath"t's of 
the consuming countries''. 

Does the Polish ddegate accept this change 
of wording-? · 

M. Choclzko {Poland) : 
Trt11ulatiolf : Willingly. 

Tho Preoldenl : 
Trarulatio" : The Rappotteur of the Busi

ness Committee himself proposed the addition 
of Egypt to the countries represented on the 
Second Sub-Committee. As no member of the 
Business Committee has ·objected to this pro
posal, I conclude that all the members of the 
Conference are in agree.ment. 

We will therefore vote upon the whole report 
of the Business Committee, and not ~pecially 
upon the amendment proposed by Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne, it being understood that E~ypt 
will also be rrpresented on the Second Sub
Committee. 

The second paragraph of Rule 13 of the Rules 
of Procedure for our Conference lavs down that 
••voting on resolutions to be taken by the 
Conference shall be taken by a record vote, 
the delegations being called in the French alpha
betical order ....•. , unless the Conference decide 
otherwise." 

I \\;ll ask the Secretary to take the roll-tall 
of thr countries in the French alphabetical order, 
and I ask the first delegate of each Government 
to reply in the affirmative if he acct'pts the 
report as a whole, and in the negative if he 
does not wish to accept it. 

(The roll was called.) 

In I at•our : 
Germany, Australia, Brlgium, Bolivia, Brazil, 

British Empire, Canada, Cuba, Danzig, Egypt, 
Spain, France, Greece, India, Irish Free State, 
Italy, japan, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Persia, 
Poland, Portugal, Dominican Republic, Rouma• 
nia, Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, 
Siam, Sweden, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, 
Turkey, Venezuela. 

Total, JI. 
In favour, but rdtlJ reserv,Jiions : 

China. 
Total : 1. 

Abstentions : 
. United States of America, Uruguay. 

Total : :z. 
M. Szo {China), Vice-President : 
Mr. President- I wish to make a reservation. 

On the basis that I accrpt the British proposal, 
I reserve to myself the right to present. for the 
consideration and action of the Conference, any 
proposal that I make under the Hague Conven· 
tion of 1912. It is in that sense that I vote 
••Yes ... 

Tho Preoident : 
T rtlflslati&lf : I would point out to the Chi· 

nese delegate that the proposal does not ema· 
nate from the British Government but from the 
Business Committee as a whole, which is an 
organ of the Conference. 

M. Szo {China), VJ.Ce-President : 
Then I am ready to modify to that extent 

what I have jnst_said. 

Tho Prwldent : 
Trusl.Uiolf : The report of the Business 

Committre is according)}• atl"f'pted in its en
tirety by 31 \"l>trs, with two abstentions. 

Tit• rtporl IMS ••iopltJ. 

· Tho Prwldenl : 
Trt~~ts/.,tiolf : I will call the attention of 

the mt·mbt•f'!\ of the Confert'nce to pa~e ~ of 
the trxt of the report of the Rusin~!'!! Committetl 
and to the paragraph n-ft•rring to the ~t·t~oml • 
Sub-Committcc. 

The wording i>~ as follows : "La dt•uxi~mt' 
Sous-Commi"sion compn•ndrait lt'!l "'P'~~t·n
tants du Rovaumr dt•s St•rbe!', Croatr!l et ~tov~· 
ne!', de Ia s;·rbie, de Ia. (;r~ce, etc ..... I wma. .. k 
the Secretariat to make the nect•<~!<ary COJ'fft· 
tion bv dt'll'ting the words "de Ia St'rbic". 

• 0 

2S. APPOINTMENT 0' CHAIRMAN 
0' COMMITTIIES. 

M. wan WeUum (!\let lu·rlamb) : 
A~ the work entrush•d to bvth the Committrt'! 

is of rqually ~:rrat int .. rr•t an.t 1\5 mul'h dt•prnd!l 
upon the ability of the Chairman of tlm~e 
Committet•!', I propc>!~t!,nnd I think I nrn tlpt>nking 
in the name of all dt·lt•J:ntion§, that our ahl«> 
Pre,;ident, if he i" J•rrpared to rlo 110, ~hould 
preside ovrr the meetin!(!l of both Committcu. 
(..f. Pf'/t1HSI.) 

The Pr•ldent : 
Translation : I am vt·ry gratrful for the kind 

words of the delegate of the Netherland!!, and 
I am extrrmdy grntdnl to the membt•r!l of tho 
Conference for the way in which they have 
welcomed hit propo~al. A• everyone I• ngret•d, 
I consid"r 1 have no choice but to act:edc and to 
accept the chairman~hip of the two chief Com· 
mittres. I would only point out to you that 
this double duty will prrvt·nt thL• Comrnitlt•el 
fro·m meeting at the aame timr. 

As it may happen that toward!\ the end of 
our Conference we 11hall find It ncce~aary to 
summon meeting'! of the two Committeu for 
the same timr, I will Wllit till tht·n bt,forr. 
propo~ing some other arrangcmrnt. Until thllt 
timt' I will fnlftl the dutiu of Chairman as ~t 
I can, and I will a~k you to grant mo your 
indulgence. (A.pplauJe.) 

:z6. METHOD 0' WORK OF THil COMIVIIT• 
TEES AND SUB..COMMITTIIES :.COM· 
MUNICATION BY THE PRESIDENT, 

The Preeldenl : 
TrtlnJlation : Before procer.ding to thr. nell\ 

item on our agenda, I 1hould like, in clo11ing 
the discuMion with regard to the Committee~, 
to ask you to give conllideration to the compo
sition of these Committees. 1 think they lihould 
be formed as soon a~ possible, and, since you 
have done me the honour of appointing me 
Chairman, I feel called upon to make a few 
sugge!!tions to you. 

I think that we may upect that these Com· 
mittes should begin their meetings by Monday 
next. As the Fin.t Conference will be holding 
itt last meeting on llonday afternoon, I will 
ask you to agree to a meeting of the FirAt Com
mittee on Monday morning, and of the Second 
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Commmittee on Tuesday morning, both meetings 
at 10.30 a.m. At their preliminary meetings these 
Committees will first have to decide whether 
their meetings are to he public or priva~e. 
The rule of the Assembly of the League IS, 

as you know, that all meetings are held in public. 
In the absence of a special provision, however, 
the meetings of the Committees are private. 
At the same time, we are free as regards our 
Committees to make the meetings public. 

I would like to draw your attention to one 
last point. Do you want to enter upon a gene
ral discussion regarding the various questions 
coming before the Committees, or do you 
prefer to establish a~ soon as po~sible the Sub
Committees provided for in the programme of 
business which you have ju~t adopted and which 
are mainly to be created by the First Committee ? 
Further, before we break up to-day, I should 
like to fix the date of the meetings for the two 
Committees. 

You know that every delegation has the 
right to be represented on these two Committees. 
It is necessary, however, as far as possible, to 
restrict the number of delegates. Each dele
gation has to notify the na!J.le of its delegate, 
and I would ask yon to comply with this forma- · 
lity. 

Although, according to the u~age at all 
meetings of the League of Nations, a delegate 
may, if necessary, be accompanied by a secretary, 
I· venture to urge the need of restricting, as 
far as possible, the number of persons sitting 
upon these Committees. 

27. CLASSIFICATION AND CONSIDERATION 
OFTHEPROPOSALSANDSUGGESTIONS 
MADE BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE PRIVATE ASSOCIATIONS: PRO
POSAL BY THE SPANISH DELEGATION: 
CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION,. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : The second item on our 

agenda concerned the draft resolution submitted 
b)J the Spanish delegation. 

You will remember that at the sixth meeting 
the Spanish delegation proposed the following : 

"The Secretariat is instructed to collect 
and classify the proposals and suggestions 
made by the representatives of the private 
organisations, and to communicate them 
to the Business Committee in order that 
the latter may submit them to the Commit
tees to be formed during the Conference ; 
t~es~ proposals and suggestions will be 
d1stnbuted among the respective Commit
tees which are competent to deal with 
them." 

Does the Spanish delegate wish to speak 
further in support of this proposal ? 

M. de Palaoloe (Spain) : 
Translation : Mr. President- When I had 

the honour to submit this proposal, several 
delegates were absent. I would therefore like 
to summarise the arguments which I put 
forward at the time, and I would like to add 
to-day the reasons why I think that my proposal 
should be modified. 

In listening to the very interesting statements 
made by the representatives of the private 
organisations, I was much struck by the poten
tial value of their proposals and suggestions. 
At the same time, I wa"> struck by the difficulty 
we should have in utilising them. If every 
delegation were called upon to read all the 
documents which have been distributed to us 
and to deduce from them what they may 
consider practical conclusions, they would be 
faced with a heavy task. 

If every delegation is to do this work it will 
have to be done thirty-nine times, since there 
are thirty-nine delegations. I consider that 
it would be better for the Secretariat to under
take this duty : this would have the double 
advantage of saving us work and co-ordinating 
the information received by the delegates. The 
suggestion having been made simply to estab
lish limited Committees, I had dtafted my 
proposal on the lines with which you are already 
familiar. This morning I asked the President 
to postpone the discussion, because I had taken 
note of the first report of the Business Commit
tee, which proposed to us the creation of gene
ral Committees. 

I consider there fore that the aspect of the ques
tion has changed and I have accordingly re
drafted my proposal as follows : 

"The Secretariat is instructed to collect 
and classify the proposals and suggestions 
made by the reptesentatives of the private 
organisations and to communicate them 
to the members of the Conference." 

Our documentation will thus be made more 
easy and more uniform. 

The President : 
Translation : If I consider this last text to 

be an amendment to the Spanish proposal, 
I can, in conformity with Rule II, paragraph 3, 
of our Rules of Procedure, authorise an immediate 
discussion and the putting of the amendment 
to the vote. If, however, we are to consider this 
text as a fresh proposal, it cannot be discussed, 
according to paragraph 2 of the same rule, until 
it has been communicated to the delegates 
in writing. In my opinion, it is more in the 
nature of an amendment, and if the Conference 
agrees, I will permit an immediate discussion 
and vote. 

As there is no opposition to this suggestion, 
the discussion of this point is now open. 

M. Sze (China) : 
I just want to ask one question for informa

tion. If the amendment proposed by the Span
ish delegate to his own proposal is accepted 
by the Conference, does Rule 5 of the Rules of 
Procedure still stand ? Because it seems to 
me they are in conflict. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) 
Translation : I do not see any possible 

conflict between our amended proposal and 
Rule 5 of the Rules of Procedure. The dele
gate of China is probably referring to the 
second paragraph in this rule, which begins : 
"The functions of the Committee shall be to 
make proposals to the Conference for the ar
rangement of the business of the Conference ... " 
I will examine the phrases in this paragraph 
one after the other. As regards the first, we 

. have not granted to the Com1.1ittee any exclu~ 
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sive right of making proposals. The Conference 
has not renounced its right to make any pro
posals it may think fit. The next phrase runs · 
"To nominate for the approval of the Conf0: 
renee, should occasion anse, the members of 
any Committee which shall be constituted by 
the Conference ; to examine and report on 
communications made to the Conference by 
private associations or individuals; and to ...•.. 
report to the ~nference." I have proposed 
that the Secretanat should prepare an analysis 
and not a report. I do not see how my proposal 
can be regarded as conflicting with the compe
tence of the Business Committee. 

Ml'. c.mpbell (India) : 
In the hope that it may perhaps shorten the 

discussion, I should like to recall to the Confe
rence the fact that, when the proposal was 
present~d by the del~gate of Spa10, the Indian 
de~egat1on ":as, I think, the only one which 
obJected to 1t. I should therefore like to say 
at once that I am in agreement with the pro
posal in its present form. 

The Preelclent: 
Tra11slatio11 : I should like to say a few 

words in reply to M. Sze's remarks, since his 
words were addressed to a certain extent to 
the President. 

I, too, do not see any contradiction between 
the two texts. The Business Committee has 
to examine the proposals made by the private 
associations. This paragraph remains unaffec· 
ted, but, in order to facilitate the work of the 
members of the Conference, the Spanish dele
gate proposes that the Secretariat should exa· 
mine and co-ordinate all the information that 
reaches it. There is, therefore, no contradic
tion between the Rules of Procedure and the 
proposal of the Spanish delegate. 

As there is no other speaker on the list, the 
discussion is closed. We will now take the 
vote. If the Conference has no objection, 
we can vote by a show of hands. (A greed.) 

The S panislt J'oposal as tJmt1tded was una• 
nimously adopte by tlu Co11je,nce. 

M. Beland (Canada) : 
. !rusl~tiolt : I should like to know whether 
~t IS pos."lble for a delegation to appoint one of 
Its members for one Committee and another 
member for another Committef' ? 

The Preelclent. 
Trusl;lliolt : In my opinion such a p~-

dure would be in order. ' 

M. de Aguwo J Bethanooul'\ (Cuba) : • 
T~•,.slatiolt : According to a precedent 

furrush~d by th~ As~mblv of the Ll'ngue, each 
delegation appo10ts the delegate it de!iires to 
repre!oent it on the Committee,, Thil' prece
dent might be observed in our rase. 

The Preelclenl : • 
Tra,.slaliolt : . With regard to this matter, 

I may add that, 1f the member appointed by a 
delegation is preventrd from being prt'!lt•nt at 
a meeting and has to be replaced by another 
member, it would be convement to Inform the • 
President. 

M. Bourgo'- (France) : 
Translation : I only wish to say one word 

which may serve to conclude this first and abort 
but important part of our work. Lut year, 
when the United States Government drew the 
attention of the Advisory Committee to the 
growing danger of narcotics, the f'rench Govern· 
ment concurred in recognising the neceuity 
of completing the Hague Convention by new 
international engagements. · 

After they had agreed upon the ends In view 
thf're arose differences as regards the meana: 
There were then aigns of anxiety, but yester
day, when the remarkable draft of the United 
States delegation was read to us, I became not 
merely hopeful, but certain, that an agreement 
will be comparativelr ea!ly and that the work 
of the Conferrnce wil be crowned with aucces!l. 

The Conference rose at -4.50 p.m. 
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28. EXAMINATION OF THE SECOND RE
PORT OF THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE. 

The Preelden~ : 
Translation : The first item on our agenda 

is the discussion of the second report of the 
Business Committee. In accordance with my 
suggestion, to which you agreed, the Business 
Committee met yesterday, and in the course 
of its two meetings drew up a plan for the divi
sion of the work between the two general 
Committees. M. Dinichert, Swiss delegate, is 
Rapporteur. I call upon him to address the 
meeting and give us certain explanations in 
regard to this plan. Aftrr the report has been 
adopted by the Conference there will be a 
short discussion on certain other points. I 
think that a plenary meeting of the First Confe
rence can still be held this morning. 

I call upon M. Dinichert, Rapporteur of the 
Business Committee, to address the Conference. 

M. Dlnlchtri (Switzerland) : 
Translation: You have before you, though per

haps you have not yet had time to consider it, 
the second Report submitted by . the Business 
Committee (Annex 14). If you have found 
time to glance through it, you will have ~en 
that it is, perhaps, of a somewhat tedious 
nature.· I beg to apologise, but would ask you 

to consider that the matter under considcra· 
tion did not lend itself to attractive treatment. 

I even thought it my duty in this report to 
stress the fact that the Business Committee 
met yesterday morning and again in the aftt'r· 
noon, for I thought that one would hardly 
gather this from reading the report. This is 
the. explanation : 

You know that our President, with his usual 
forethought, invited the Chairmen of the Sub
Committees to be present at our discussion 
yesterday. Our Committee was, therefore, larger 
than usual. The President, who, fortunately 
for us, possesses the virtue of patience among 
his other qualities, gave us an opportunity 
for full discussion. He, no doubt, thought that, 
out of the clash of ideas - a perfectly amicable 
and courteous clash of ideas, needless to say, -
light would come. 

Yesterday towards dusk light did come- but 
in the form of a torch which had already been • 
lighted for several days. We remembered that• 
in our first report we had submitted to you a 
suggestion that all questions contained in Part I 
of the Advisory Committee's programme should 
be referred to a First Committee and all those 
grouped together in Part II to a Second Com
mittee. We thought that, as these two Commit: 
tees had been set up for this purpose, we would 
refer the ·first group of questions to the First 
Committee and the second group to the Second 
Committee. You will realise that I am summa- • 
rising somewhat what happened in the Com· 
mittee. 

There are also, in the proposals submitted 
to the Conference, certain questions which are 
not explicitly included in the resolution of the 
Assembly of the League of Nations of Septem
ber 1923, or in the Advisory Committee's 
programme which was accepted by the Govern
ments. The Business Committee, therefore, had 
to consider how these remaining question& 
could be properly distributed between the two 
Committees. 

After a long discussion, we arrived at this 
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I 'on which is a not unimportant one. cone ust • · h d' t r We decided that it was nett er expe ten no 
necessarY at present to come. to any fi?al 
decision. as to the exact Commtttee to -~htch 
these questions should be referred : both Com
mittees already have before them a programme 
sufficiently heavy to keep them bll:sy for some 
f They will not in any sense be 1dle, because 
c~~~in questions are not at present referred 
to them. t' 

You will realise, moreover, that ~ny ques wns 
pending would gain by being dtscussed later 
on when our work will be furthe~ advanc~d. 
We shall be in poss~ssion of fuJI~r ~nformatton 
and better able to Judge of thetr tmportan_ce, 
and perhaps to f~re~ee the co!lsequences which 
they involve. Thts, m short, ts the reason why 
these questions have. been hel~ over and have 
not been definitely mcluded tn the plan for 
the division of work now before you. I ha':e 
abeady informe? you that Part. I of the Advt
sory Committee s programme wtll be referred to 
thP. Fiest Committee and Part II to the Second 
Committee. . 

Having decided this point •. the Busmess 
Committee proceeded to constder the draft 
submitted by the United States delegation. 
I think that many of _us felt some r~gret at 
being obliged - if ~ mtght so express 1t - to 
dissect such an admtrably constructed plan. 

As it had been decided that questions coming 
under Part I of the Advisory Committee's 
prog~amme should be referred to the First 
Committee and those under Part II to the 
Second. Committee, it naturally followed that the 
American draft should. be distributed in the 
same way. After discussion, we decided upon 
the proposal which there is no need for me 
to repeat, as it is included in the second report 
of the Business Committee which is already 
before you. . 

The Business Committee decided to leave on 
one side for the time being the Preamble of the 
American draft, interesting though it was, for 
it felt that any Preamble was simply a sum
mary of the contents of an agreement, and it 
thought that it was better, before dealing with 
the Preamble, to see what there was in the 
agreement to which it was an introduction. 

If you read through Article I, you will note 
that the subject with which it deals belongs 

· . to the group of questions which we propose 
to hold over. The same applies to Part II, 
which corresponds to Chapter n· of the Hague 
Convention. As regards the provisions which 
follow, I think that our proposals explain 
themselves. If this is not the case, I am of 
cburse ready to give members of the Conference 
any information which they may require. 

In addition to the United State!! draft, a 
number of proposals have been submitted to us 
by other Governments. They are enumerated 
in the report, and there is no need for me to 
npe~t~m. . 

These proposals have also been allocated 
between the two Committees. The same applies 
to the proposal submitted by the Chinese 
dele~atio':l, with the proviso that, should diffi
culttes anse as to the admissibility of discussing 
it, it should be referred to the Plenary Confe
rence. 
. !he ~ubstance of my last remark is also 
bnefly_ referred to in the report of the Business 
Commtt_tee. ~t applies to all questions in 
connection wtth which difficulties may arise 

regarding their admissibility for discussion. 
Such questions may always be referred to the 
Plenary Conference. . · · 

If my colleagues on th~ Business Committee 
·:will allow irie- I should hke to suggest one or 
two alteratio~s in the allocation of the work: 
between the "different Committees. My first 
proposal is in connection with Article XIII 
of Part II of the Advisory Committee's pro
gramme, which read<~ as follows : 

- "In the case ot - ::ountry which is not 
a party to this Agreement, the Governments 
undertake not to allow the export to such 
a country of any of the substances covered 
by the Convention as amended by this 
Agreement except such amounts as may 
be fixed by the Central Board as being 
reasonably required for the medical and 
scientific needs of the country." 

I think that Article XIII should form part 
of Part I and be referred, in consequence, to 
the First Committee. 

Article 20 - L, of the draft submitted by 
the United States delegation, reads as follows : 

"In the case of a geographical area the 
. Government of which is not a party to 
this Convention, the Contracting Parties 
undertake to allow the export to such 
geographiCal area of any of the substances 
covered by this Convention only in such 
amounts as may be fixed by the Central 
Board as being reasonably required for 
the medical and scientific needs of such 
an area. The Central Board shall commu
nicate periodically to all the Parties to 
this Convention the amount fixed in res
pect of each geographical area and the 
situation as regards the exports and re
exports thereto." 

I think that this article comes within the 
competence of the First Committee and not 
of the Second Committee as suggested in our 
report. · 

I have one last remark to make. The Aus
trian Government's proposals,_ which were re
ferred as a whole and somewhat hastily to the 
First Committee, deal with export licences on 
the one hand and questions of transit on the 
other. Both these questions should properly 
be referred to the Second rather than to the 
First .Committee. 

These are the three slight modifications 
which I wished to suggest to you, subject to 
the approval of my colleagues on the Business 
Committee, and which I should like to see 
included in your plan for the allocation of the 
work. 

I would point out, in conclusion, that the Busi~ 
ness Committee invites your approval of the 
plan which we have had the honour to submit 
to you. (Applattse.) 

The President ' . 
Translation : The · Rapporteur has just 

explained _the plan submitted by the Business 
Committee. I would ask the members of the 
Conference to confine their remarks to a dis
cussion of this plan. 

Prince Arfa-Ed-Dowleh {Persia) : 
Translation : : Mr. President. The · Persian 

delegation had the honour to submit a memo
randum on opium which was distributed last 
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Sundayin French and English to all the dele: 
gations." · I think the delegates have had. time 
to read it. 

I should be grateful if the President would 
tell me which Committee or Sub-Committee 
has been instructed to deal with the proposals 
submitted in this memorandum by my Govern
ment with a view to its adhesion to the Hague 
Convention and to its acceptance of the prin
ciples put forward by the United States of 
America. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : In reply to the Persian dele

gate's question, I have to inform you that the 
Persian memorandum, consisting as it does of 
37 pages and an annex of 33 pages, has not 
yet been referred by the Business Committee 
either to the First or to the Second Committee. 
This· document could not have received the 
attention it deserves if it had been read at 
yesterday's meeting : I therefore held it 
over, together with two other documents, in 
order that it might be dealt with at a subse
quent meeting, when the necessary time could 
be 4evoted to it. 

Prince Arfa-Ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : I am much obliged for your 

explanation. I hope that the Business Com
mittee will be able, as you have suggested, to 
deal with the Persian memorandum and that 
it will refer it to the competent Sub-Committee. 

The President : 
Translation : I think that the Persian me

morandum will be dealt with at the next meet
ing of the Business Committee. 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President and members of the Confe

rence - The Business Committee was most 
fortunate in bt'ing able to get so distinguished 
and so eloquent a member as the Swiss delegate 
for its Rapporteur. He has given you in a very 
lucid manner the work which took place 
yesterday morning and yesterday afternoon 
in the Committee. 

I wish to say just one word with reference to 
the repott. At the bottom of page 3 there 
is a note with reference to the Chinese proposal 
which says that it was referred to the Second 
Committee, with the reservation that, if a ques
tion of competence should arise, the proposal 
would be brought before the Plenary Conference. 
Unless my memory has failed me badly, I 
beg to say that that is not quite accurate. 
One other delegation, in supporting my propo
sal, said that it should be submitted to the 
appropriate Committee or to the Plenary 
Conference if any question of competence 
should arise. 

I did not· hear exactly what the honourable 
delegate for Switzerland said in his original 
version, but as I heard the translation, he said 
that my proposals were sent in almost at the last 
moment. · I do not accept that statement· as 
being very accurate. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : Does the Rapporteur wish 

to reply to 1\l. Sze now, or would he prefer to 
answer all the speakers at once ? · 

M. Dlnlchert. (Switzerland) : 
TranslaiJ'oJJ : As the point raised by M. S1.e 

is of a special character, we might settle it 
at once. 

I would first of all point out that I am quite
sure that I did not say in my !lpeech that the 
Chinese Jlroposal had bt:-en submitted to us 
at the- iast moment. When my !lpeech \'W'lS 
translated into English, I nottccd a sli~ltt · 
discrepancy. I think I said that we had 
before us a number of proposals from various 
Governments and also a proposal submitted by 
the Chinese delegation. I wished to direct special 
attention to this latter proposal on account 
of its intrinsic importance, and also of the 
remarks to which it gave rise. I tru~t that 
I shall be meeting the views of the Chint>se 
delegate if I inform you that I had no occasion 
as Rapporteur to say that this proposal was 
submitted to us at the last moment ; it was 
dealt with in the same way as the other pro· 
posals. 

A more important point seems to me to be 
the question of the reservation which I men· 
tioned and to which I ft'lt it necessary to ref1•r 
in the report. M. St.e is quite correct in what 
he says regarding the objectiOn to which reference 
has been made- in other words, the question 
as fo whether our Conference was to deal with 
this proposal should any question of compe
tence be raised in Committee. If I remember 
rightly, I think that the President of our 
Committee stated in conclusion that this qucs· 
tion would be referred to the Second Committee, 
subject .to the resrrvation made. Personally, 
I am quite prepared to meet the virws of the 
Committee tn regard to this question of the 
reservation. 

M. Sze (China) • 
I wish to thank the honourable Rapporteur 

for correcting the misunderstanding which 
arose in my mind as a result of the translation 
of his speech. As far as I remember, however, 
a vote was taken by a show of hands, and oqe 
delegate hesitated and finally said that he 
would vote "Yes" on the understanding ol the 
reservation made ·rreviously. The President 
said that, in view o the fact that the majority 
had voted in favour of referring it to the • 
Second Committee, there was no object in 
asking those who might vote against it. 

When the voting took place, nobody made 
such a reservation, with the exception of one 
delegate, who said that he would vote "Yes" 
on the understanding of the reservation made The Preeldent : 
previously. So far as I understand, no vote Translation : I wish to reply to the two 
was taken on that express reservation. Of points raised by the Japanese delegates. 
course, when the question of competence comes As regards the Chinese memorandum, the 
up, it is to be referred, either to the appropriate position is perfectly clear. This document 
Committee or to the . Plenary Conference. was handed in to the Secretariat to be roneoed 
But as it is worded there in the report, I thought on November 25th. It was distributed by the 
there was a possibility that the delegates Secretariat that same evening, so that the diffe
~ight receive a wrong impression, so I tho.ught rent ~elegation~ were in pos~ssion of it. the 
1t better to give you a personal explanat10n; I followmg mormng. The· Busmess Comm1ttee 
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held two meetings on that day, one in the morn
ing and one in the afternoon ; . we had the 
document in time, but it was dtfficult to exa
mine it thoroughly in so short a time. 

As regards the second point, my recollection 
of the matter agrees with that of M. Sze .. A 
vote was taken, but first of all one delegatlon 
made a reservation and during the vote another 
delegate stated : "I ~Pree, s~bject to the 
reservation made by..... . I thmk, th~refore, 
that it would be more correct to modify the 
paragraph referred to by M. Sze and to say 
"subject to the reservations made by two dele
gations". The phrase is sol}lewhat vag~e and 
might be accepted by everybody. I wtll ask 
the Rapporteur to re-draft. this pa~agraph. 

Does the Rapporteur· wtsh to gtve any fur
ther explanations in regard to the report ? 

M. Dinlchert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : If no one' wishes for any 

further explanations, it must be assumed that 
everybody is agreed as to the proposals sub
mitted to the Conference. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : It only remains for me, then, 

to propose the adoption of the second report 
of the Business Committee. If you have no 
objection, we will vote by a show of hands rather 
then by a roll-call. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
Before we vote, may we know the exact 

wording of the paragraph which has been re
ferred to by M. Sze ? 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : Will the Rapporteur be good 

enough to draft this paragraph ? 

M. Dinlchert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : If I have understood vou 

correctly, Mr. President, this paragraph should 
read as follows : "The Chinese proposal is 
referred to the Second Committee with a reser
vation, formulated by two d~legations, as 
regards the competence of the Conference in 
the matter." 

c The Preeldent : 
Translation : I think this wording meets 

the case. 
Does anyone wish to speak on this text ? 

Mr. Neville (United States of America) : 
. ·JIIay. I ask the ·Rapporteur if we are still 

discu3smg the question asked by the delegate 
for. the N~therlands? If that point bas been 
s!lttsfac~only cleared up, I have another ques-

' bon whtch I should like to ask. 

The Preeldent : 
!ranslation : The· question raised by the 

Chmese delegate has been settled. Does the 
Netherlands delegate approve the drafting pro
posed by the Rapporteur ? 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
Yes, certainly. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : The question raised by the 

Netherlands delegate is also settled. . 

Mr. Neville (United States of America) = 
I only want to ask one question. Am I 

right in thinking that the Rapporteur has sug
gested that paragraph XIII, which is in Part II 
of the Advisory Committee's scheme and which 
carries with it the corresponding Article 20- L 
of the American proposals, should be transferred 
from the Second Committee to the First ? 

M. Dinlchert (Switzerland), Rapporteur : 
Translation : Yes. That was what I pro

posed. 

The President : 
Translation : The heads of the delegations 

in favour of the adoption of the plan recom
mended by the Business Committee are asked 
to hold up their hands. 

The second report of the Business Committee 
and the plan contained therein for the division 
of the work of the Conference were unanimously 
adopted. · 

29. PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION ON THE BA
SIS OF THE SERIES OF MEASURES 
ADOPTED BYTHE ADVISORY COMMIT
TEE ON THE TRAFFIC IN OPIUM AND 
OTHER DANGEROUS DRUGS: CONTI
NUATION OF THE DISCUSSION. 

The President : 
Translation : The second item on our agenda 

is the continuation of the general discussion. 
I call upon the first delegate of Bolivia to address 
the Conference. 

M. Plnto-Escalier (Bolivia): 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and gentle

men - I do not propose to give a detailed 
statement of my Government's attitude to 
the problem of narcotics as a whole or to the 
programme submitted by the Advisory Com
mittee on the Traffic in Opium. I will confine 
myself to stating certain facts which corrobo
rate my Government's point of view in regard 
to this programme and which may be ·summa
rised as follows : 

I. Bolivia is not a centre of the consumption , 
of or traffic in narcotics and it is hardly necessary 
to say that my country does not produce or 
manufacture opium or its derivatives. 

2. Bolivia produces coca leaf, the moderate 
use of which by natives cannot be considered 
as harmful ; but she does not manufacture or 
consume cocaine. 

3· Almost her entire exports of coca leaf 
are sent to countries which do not manufacture 
cocaine and which do not re-export the coca 
leaf. 

~hese are the three principal points with 
whtch I propose to deal as briefly as possible. 

Perhaps, owing to circumstances which I 
can hardly describe as fortunate, since they are 
du~, above all, to the fact that my country is 
entirely cut off from the sea - Bolivia has 
hitherto been among the rare countries totally 
free from the drug habit. It is possible also 
that the same circumstances, which from other 
poi~t:; of view are so regrettable, have rendered 
Bohvta an unfavourable market for the illicit 
trade in narcotics. The consumption of cocaine 
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salts and of opium derivatives is extremely small 
and is exclusively confined to medical uses. 
During the year 1922 the importation of cocaine 
totalled 26o grammes, a figure which will crr
tainly not alarm the Conference. 

This has not prevented Bolivia, as a signatory 
of the Hague Convention, from taking an 
interest in the grave problems of all kinds which 
are being considered by the Second Opium 
Conference - for the success of which I brg 
to tender my Government's brst wishes. 

As Bolivia, however, is one of the countries 
which produce the raw material required for 
the manufacture of one of the narcotics "ith 
which our Conference is dealing, and as, more
over, my Government has stated its point of view 
in the memorandum', which I had the honour 
to lay before the Advisory Committee at its 
last session, I wish to-day to summarise once 
more this point of view, which is in no respect 
incompatible with the statements I have just 
made. 

Confining my attention to documents which 
my honourable colleagues can easily consult, 
I will refer to the communications my Govern

- ment has sent to the Secretariat of the League 
of Nations. 

One of these documents (0. C. 158) states that 
Bolivia has confined herself from time immemo
rial to producing coca leaf and has nevrr 
employed any process to obtain alkaloids from 
these leaves. 

The total production of coca leaf in Bolivia 
may be estimated at 5,000 tons, and this quantity 
is almost entirely consumed by the Indians in 
the western part of the country. This coca 
leaf is consumed in the raw state, i.1. without 
having been treated by any way. 

It should also be noted, as my Government 
had the honour to state in the above-mentioned 
memorandum, that the experience of several 
centuries has shown the mastication of coca 
leaf and the absorption of its juice to be per
fectly innocuous. 

The quantity of coca leaf chewed by an Indian 
of the high plateaux of the Andes during his 
lifetime may be estimated at hundreds of 
kilogrammes. Nevertheless, these Indians are 
ehardy, and show extraordinary powers of 
endurance, and they often live to a very ad
vanced age without suffering from the premature 

" decay which attacks organisms undermined by 
the drug habit. 

I would also like to point out that it is onll 
the Indians and never the whites or hal -
castes who are in the habit of chewing the 
leaves of what· has been termed "the divine 
plant of the Incas". This fact goes to show 
that the habit has neither the contagiousness 
nor the attraction which characterises all vice!' 
and particularly that of drug-taking. 

It is therefore not rash to assert that the use 
of the coca leaf presents no social danger, that, 
as I have already pointed out, 1t has no cor
rupting influence morally and that physically 
it does not weaken either the virility or the 
'llitalitv of those who consume it. 

On the contrary, its use is, perhaps, a source 
of energy and endurance to those whose lot 
has been cast by nature on the highest portions 
of the globe, often at an altitude almost prohi-

•. ---
• See lllinutes of the Sixth Session of the Advisory 

Committee on the Traffic in Opium, Annex 1%, page 
104. 

bitive of human life and comparable. to that of 
the top of Mont Rlanc. 

But, it will be urged, the coca leaf which 
Bolivia exports is usl.'d to a large extent for the 
manufacture of cocaine and this is what we 
wish to avoid, or at least to control. 

I accept the objl'ction. But I wish to point 
out, first, that we do not export the coca leaf 
to countries which manufacture cocaine, and 
secondly, as is shown by the table given below, 
that the figures of our exports of coca leaf 
have not followed the upward tendency of the 
consumption of and traffic in narcotics. 

The following are the figures for the last ten 
years : 

1914 · · · · · ..... 34 7,679 kilogrammes 
1915 ......... •389,J10 » 
1916 ......... ·331,851 • 
1917 ....... '. ·302,548 • 
1918 ..•...... ·355.151 • 
1919 · · · · · ..... 413,050 • 
1920 ..... , .... 365,320 • 
1921 ......... ·373-420 • 
1922 ......... '315,053 » 

1923 .......... 342 ,bob " 

In the course of the last four years, I9<10·19.ZJ, 
which were not dealt with in my report to the 
Advisory Committee, Bolivia exported 1,396,399 
kilos. of coca leaf to the following countries : 

Argentina ........ I,I81,335 kilo!l or 84.59 % 
Chile............ 21,3,141 • • 15.29 % 
Germany. . . . . . . . I,8J9 • " 0.12 % 
Great Britain. . . . 84 " » Prrcentage 

nrgligi ble. 

These tables demonstrate two facts which in 
my opinion cannot be called in question and sup
pOJt my Government's point of view. 

I. The exportation of Bolivian coca leaf is 
not increasing, although it is encouraged by 
the demand of the forrign markets ; and this 
fact must not be attributed to any lack of ini
tiative or activity on our part, but to the natural 
conditions of the soil which, by preventing the 
cultivation from being extended, havl' in prac
tice limited the production. 

2. 1\lore than 8/Ioths of these exports go 
to the Argentine Republic, which, according 
to official information communicated to me b~ 
the Argentine authorities, does not manufacture 
cocaine and does not re-export coca leaf. Almost 
all the remainder goe!l to Chile, which also 
does not manufacture cocaine, according to 
information I have rer.eived from an equally 
authoritative source. • 

It is clear, therefore, that the question of 
the production of coca leaf in Bolivia, which, 
I repeat, has no influence on the cocaine market, 
is a mere phantom whiCh on closer examination. 
is found to have no terrors. • 

It also appears clear from what I have said 
that it would be going too far to place the cul
tivation of the coca leaf in the same category 
as that of the poppy, ao~ proposed in the pro
gramme drawn up by the Advisory Committee, 
which propo!'l's to extend to the coca leaf, 
without modification, the provisions of the 
Hague Convention regarding opium. On this 
point the attitude of my Government is very 
clear, and it wishes an essential distinction 
to be made, at least as far as Bolivia is con
cerned, between the production and consumption 
of opium on the one hand and of coca leaf on 
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the other. The consumption. of ~oca leaf in 
the raw state produces none of the ill effects 
of which opium, narcotic alkaloids and other 
Oriental drugs are accused. . 

I wish to state here my conviction that, if 
the use of coca leaf had been recognised as pe~
nicious, my Gowrnme~t would not have h~sl
tated to combat its use, as it combah ~lcohoh;~m 
and as it will always combat any VJce wh1ch 
constitutes a threat to the health and welfare 
of the Bolivian people. . 

. I wish to add a point to which J would draw 
' the special attention of my colleagues, and that · 

is that the cocaine industry is not a source of 
revenue to my country. Its exportation is 
entirely free and its production is only subject 
to local taxes of negligible importance. 

Such are the facts which in all sincerity I 
desire to put before you. . . 

I consider that the questiOn of the productiOn 
of coca leaf in Bolivia is an exceptional one, 
which I do not wish to compare with that which 
arises in the other countries producing the same 
raw material. Since Bolivia is in so exceptional 
a position; my Government, to its great regret, 
would be unable to accept any measure tend
ing to prevent the use of the coca leaf in confor
mity with the established custom of Bolivia, 
or to hamper either its production or its expor
tation for use in this way. 

My Government is quite prepared, however, 
to apply to its territory in the most liberal 
spirit of co-operation all other measures in 
keeping with the aspirations of our Conference. 

In view of the importance attached by my 
Government to the question of the production 
of coca leaf, I venture to ask the President to 
have the French text and the English transla
tion of my statement distributed as a separate 
document by the Secretariat. 

The President. : 
Translation : The Bolivian delegate's state

ment will now be interpreted. In view of 
its importance, however, the official English 
translation will be distributed later to ·the 
members of the Conference. 

I call upon 1\I. Buero, delegate of Uruguay, 
to address the Conference. 

.' Dr. Buero (Uruguay) : 
T!'an~lnlion : The Uruguayan delegation 

ayails _1tsel~ of the opening of this general 
d1scuss1on m order to make the following 
statement. 
. T~e Uruguayan delegation will give its enthu

Siastic, support ~o any measures which may be 
proposed at th1s Conference with a view to 
freeing mankind from the scourge of narcotic 
~rug~. As regards the limitation of the pro
t..ucho':l of raw materials, the supervision of the 
t~affic m these raw materials and their deriva
tives, the c~ntrol of importation and exportation, 

, re-exp<;>rtatwn, storage, transit, shipment and 
t~anslupm~nt, supervision by means of tran
snes, c~rt~ficates, etc., it will help by every 
means. •n Its power, provided, of course, that 
t~e sa1~ measures are practicable and compa
t5tble wtth the international responsibility of 

tates. -
. T~ Uru.guayan delegation is therefore pre
p~ to. giVe Its careful consideration to any 
0 rvatlons. which may be made by the dele
gates to this Conference with regard to the· 

whole or part of the measures proposed by the 
Advisory Committee, the American delegation, 
or any other delegation. · · . · 

The Uruguayan delegation desires to state 
that it will support any measure for controlling 
the traffic in drugs whir.h requires serious 
financial guarantees from persons or · firms 
engaged in such traffic. The Uruguayan dele
gation is of opinion that this is one of the most 
effective means of suppressing the clandestine 
traffic in these drugs, whether of a national or 
international character. 

The Uruguayan delegation reserves the right 
to submit a proposal on this subject and, at the 
same time, to suggest the limitations to which 
the freedom of transit and the despatch of natio
nal and international consignments by post 
should be subjected. 

Uruguay ratified the Convention of IiJI2 and 
has already issued strict regulations regarding 
the internal traffic in, and use of, narcotics ; 
she now proposes to complete these regulations 
by instituting an official monopoly in respect 
of all imports, thus enabling the State to dis
tribute the quantities of opium required by the · 
persons and institutions entitled thereto. 

As Uruguay is a small country, the communi
cations are excellent. Moreover, it is easy to 
carry out frequent inspections, with the help 
of a large public health personnel specially 
entrusted with the task of supervision, etc. 
So far, all the restrictive measures which have 
been adopted have proved effective and they 
will be still more so in the future when the mono
poly system has been established. · 

Uruguay does not re-export narcotics and if 
she were guided by selfish considerations she 
might refrain from taking part in ·this Confe
rence. But her statesmen and administrators 
are influenced by a higher ideal ; the fact that 
Uruguay has been able, by her own efforts, to 
prevent the development of the abuse of nar
cotics within the country will not prevent her 
from giving her help to other nations which 
are called upon to engage in the struggle under 
the handicap of less ·favourable circumstances, 
such as the density of the industrial popula
tion, proximity to centres of production, exten
sive frontiers difficult to guard, organised smug
gling on a large scale, etc. 

The Uruguayan delegation considers that 
lofty considerations of humanity impose upon 
it the duty of acting in .a spirit of most sincere 
co-operation, and it trusts that the efforts of 
the forty-three delegates assembled here, repre
senting as many nations threatened by the drug 
evil, will not be without avail. 

It is not without the most careful conside
ration that I use the word "threatened". and 
I sincerely ask the countries represented here 
to con~ider, in their turn, what would be the 
results of a development of the abuse of nar
cotic drugs, not merely in institutions such as 
the army and navy, but in the industrial and 
university centres upon which the very life of 
a country is based. (Applause.) 

The President. : 
Translation : The Uruguayan delegate's 

statement will be translated into English and 
distributed to the members of the Conference. 
It will also be included in the record of the 
meeting. 

I call -upon M. Sugimura, delegate of Japan, 
to address the Conference. . 

-6-



M. Sugimura (Japan) : . 
Translation : Consumption, · manufacture 

and production constitute the three essential 
factors of the problem of harmful drugs. The 
question of trade and distribution is doubtless 
very important, but it is, in our opinion, subsi
diary to the three main questions. The curing 
of addicts ~nd other public h~alth problems may 
be d~alt With und~r the headmg of consumption. 
HaVIng m'!-de th1s general observation, I will 
venture bnefly to define the point of ,;ew of 
the Japanese delegation. 

I. Constlmf>lion. 

With a view to obtaining a definite result 
we think it advisable and necessary to adopt 
the following measures : 

I. We must first of all fix the legitimate 
needs of each country. This question is the 
keystone of the whole edifice which we are 
attempting to build. If the Conference does 
not succeed in solving this problem by one 
means or another, I feel that our efforts will end 
in failure. 

2. When the legitimate needs of each coun
try have been fixed, the contracting States 
must make every endeavour completely to 
eliminate cases of intoxication caused by the 
abusive use of dangerous drugs and opium. I 
think that we are bound to follow this course 
if we really desire to conclude an effective inter
national agreement and not merely the vain 
semblance thereof. 

3· From the point of view of the consumer 
- which is a question of secondary importance 
- the price of the drugs must be kept as low 
as possible, seeing that they are to be used 
1or a legitimate purpose. 

Consuming countries must be ·assured that 
they will be able to find these drugs, which 
are so useful for relieving human suffering 
and for the development of science, on the 
world market without undue difficulty. This 
is justified not only for economic reasons but 
also - primarily in fact - for the sake of hu
manity and civilisation. 

4· We should also make allowance for the 
possible occurrence of great epidE'mics or other 
unforeseen and serious eventualities, which 
would bring about a sudden increase in the 
medical use of narcotics. 

II. Manufacture. 

As regards general principles, it is not pos
sible to guarantee exclusive economic privileges 
to the countries which at present manufacture 
these drugs or to set up in their favour what 
would be a veritable monopoly. Nor can we 
recognise absolutely the proportional distribution 
of manufacture at present existing between the 
various countries concerned. Such theoretical 
rigidity would be contrary to economic laws 
and the principle of that natural and inevitable 
evolution of peoples which is a feature of 
scientific progress and industrial development. 

From a practical point of view, however, it is 
urgently necessary to take steps effectively to 
reduce the enormous existing world stocks. 

The first step - a very energetic one - must 
be to reduce effectively the illicit use of narcotics. 
Subsequently manufacture must be diminished 

and existing quantities reduced. . After a few 
years, we should be in a position fairly to esti
mate the n:sults obtained and to adopt fresh 
measures w1th all the facts before us. It i~ 
c~ntin~it_y w~ich w~ ~~sire, first in the progres
SIVe ehmmahon of lihe1t consumers and addicts 
-an indispensable reform- and, subsequently, 
in a corresponding reduction in the manufac
ture of dangerous drugs. By adopting such a 
~rocedure and advancing by natural progrE'S
slVe stages, we feel sure that we can finally 
obtain a really satisfactory and beneficial result. 
Ou~ l~ng experience in Formosa justifies our • 
behef m the efficacy of a sure, organic e\'olu
tion, inspired by ideals but based on realities. 

III. Prod11clion. 

All that we have said concerning manufacture 
applies, in general, to production. We shall, 
~owever, add two observations of secon8ary 
1mportance : 

I. From the point of view of international 
relations, we have only to make provision for 
the limitation of production for export purposes. 
But as opium for export can also be utilised 
for domestic consumption, we should not make 
two distinct categories. A far-reaching and 
thorough examination of this question is neces
sary in order to di~pel all misunderstanding, and 
to guard against any weakness in the structure 
we are erecting which might lead to its collapse. 

2. In order to limit the production of opium, 
Governments must gradually but entirely sup
P.ress the pernicious habit of indulging 10 the 
Jilicit use of opium and other dangerous drugs, 
always keeping in \'iew the final aim to be at
tained. But as circumstances 'lre different in 
different countries and communities, we cannot 
fix a uniform date for all countries. We should, 
however, definitely proclaim that the final 
pbject which we hope to attain is absolute 
abolition ; we should not be content merely 
with pointing the way to gradual suppression. 
We muc;t not lose sight of our Ideal. 

IV. Trade. 

From the economic point of view, narcotics 
used for legitimate purpo~es are primarily a 
form of merchandise. For this reason we muw, 
up to a certain point, recognise the normal 
freedom of commerce. Every purchasing coun
try must maintain intact its right freely to 
select the market in which economic conditions 
are most advantageous. This may perhaps 
lead to practical difficulties. In order to o1er
come these difficulties, we must, in the first 
place, strengthen the control exercised by Cus
toms and other authorities. Moreover, with 
a view to rendering the international agree
ment more effective and to givin~ it active and' 
visible expression, it would be h11;hly desirable 
to set up an international orgamsation. This 
organisation would collect all necessary infor-

1 
· mation and would, if necessary, be instructed 
to take effective steps to protect the general 
interests of humanity and combat the illicit 
traffic. 

V. International Organisation. 

We are in favour of setting up an internatio
nal organisation which would collect all useful 
information and all necessary statistics, which 



it would carefully ex'lmine. It would, however, 
exert, above all, a moral influence, for the prob
lem of the illicit use of narcotics is primarily 
a· question for the individual as well as the 

·public conscience. If ~ country'did_ not ~eep 
all its engagements, or d1d not fulfil all1ts vanous 
obligations arising under the international agree
ment, the organisation in question would merely 
publish the facts, together with its opinio!l 
if it thought such a course necessary or adVI
sable. This power of publicity would have a 
Vc.'ry considerable influence on enlightened public 
opinion throughout the world, and public opi
nion would thus bring a strong moral pressure 
to bear on the Governments concerned, but 
mutual respect for the legitimate sovereign rights 
of the various contracting States continues to be 
the solid foundation of our work. 

An international organisation possessing the 
character of a super-state would run the risk 
of ~-eriously compromising good relations b~ 
tween the nations concerned. We are whole
heartedly in favour of abolishing the evil of 
dangerous drugs, but we are also determined 

to uphold the fundamental principle of interna
tional law and the spirit of the League of Nations, 
which is . a free association of free nations 
·pursuing in common an ideal of justice and mu~ 
tual good-will. ··The international organisation, 
moreover, will consist of men distinguished not 
only fortheir kno wledge and high moral stand
ing, but also for their impartiality, because 
they will be independent of their respective 
Gov~rnment.s. W~ s~oul~ attempt to create 
an mternatlonal 1nstltutton, permeated with 
a true international spirit, a combination of 
lofty ideals and far-seeing realism. . 

The President : 
Translation : The procedure adopted in the 

case of the other speeches will be followed in 
that of M. Sugimura's speech. 

The general discussion is now closed.· 

The plenary meetings of the Conference will 
be adjourned until further notice. 

The Conference rose at I p.m. 

U..aauua DV · •1ovu.a. aaa ooi•a • 
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REPRESENTATION OF THE POLISH 
DELEGATION ON SUB-COMMITTEE F: 
COMMUNICATION BY THE PRESIDENT. 

The President : 
Translation : In conformity with Rule 7 

of the Rules of Procedure, I must make a commu
nication to you before we discuss the questions 
on our agenda. " 

I have just received a letter from the first 
delegate for Poland, M. Chodzko, which reads 
as follows : 

Translation : "I have the honour to 
inform you that, when necessary, I shall be 
replaced at the meetings of Sub-Committee 
F by Dr. Stade, expert on the delegation 
of Poland and the Free City of Danzig." 

I take note of M. Chodzko'a letter. His 
reason for making this communication is that 
Sub-Committee F, of which he is a member, 
and Sub-Committee E, of which he is the 
Chairman, may possibly have to meet at the 
same time. 

JI. CONSTITUTION OF BUB-COMMITTEE E: 
ADDITION OF PORTUGAL. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I desire to bring forward a proposal of which 

I have given no previous notice, but which I 
hope the Conference will agree to consider and 
accept this afternoon. 

A desire has been expressed by one of tho 
delegations at this Conference to be repre!ICn
ted on Sub-Committee E, which deals with 
the international control of transport, expor
tation, importation and so on. The delegation 
in question is the delegation from Portugal. . • 

Portugal is represented on the Advisory Com
mittee of the League, and also took part in the 
Hague and previous Conferences. As this desire 
has been expressed, and as Portugal has an inte
rest in this matter, I think it will be the wish 
of the Conference ~enerally to accede to that 
desire. It would mvolve raising the number 
of the Committee from 15 to 16, which is not 
a very large matter. In the special circum
stances, I hope that the Confert>nce will agree 
to do this, and agree to do it now, as the Sub
Committee in question meets to-morrow morn
ing for the first time. 
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The President ! 
Translation : I see no reason why we should 

not take a decision forthwith on the proposal 
of the first delegate for Great Britain. 

In conformity with Rule II of our Rules of 
Procedure the Conference may decide by a 
unanimou~ vote to adopt either a dra.ft reso
lution or a motion proposed at the meetmg. 

The decision to increase the number of the 
members of Sub-Committee E therefore rests 
with our plenary Conference. 

Does any member of the Conference wish 
to speak on this subject ? 

We have in reality two proposals before us. 
The first is, no doubt, w.ithin the competence of 
the plenary Conference ; the other is rather a 
matter for the Second Committee. But, as the 
members of that Committee are assembled 
here, I think we can without any difficulty 
tronounce upon the two proposals together. 

Do you wish to vote formally or to vote by 
roll-call on the proposal to offer a seat on Sub
Committee E to the Portuguese delegation ? 

M. Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba) : 
Translation : As no one has objected to Sir 

Malcolm Delevingne's proposal, I think· that 
the President may assume that we are all in 
favour of it. Portugal's collaboration cannot 
but be of value to Sub-Committee E. 

The President : 
Translation : The silence that followed the 

remarks of the first delegate for Cuba leads 
me to suppose that the Conference is unanimous 
in its approval. I therefore have the honour 
to declare Sir Malcolm Delevingne's proposal 
adopted. 

The proposal was adopted. 

M. Ferreira (Portugal) : 
Translation : I have the honour to thank 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne for his proposal and 
~he members of the Conference for accepting 
It. 

32. CONSUMPTION OF DANGEROUS DRUGS 
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM : MEMO
RANDUM BY THE BRITISH DELEGA
TION. REFERENCE TO SUB-COM
MITTEE F. 

The President : 
' Translation : I received yesterday from the 
first ~elegate of the British Empire a note accom
panymg a memorandum on the consumption 
of dangerous drugs in the United Kingdom. 

I have requested the Secretariat to follow 
the usual procedure, that is, to translate the. 
document mto French and distribute it to the 
members. of the Conference. 
F. To avmd _the formality of referring it to the 
·hrs\~ohmmttt_ee, I propose that the Conference 
s ou e_rewtth decide to refer this memo
r~~dum due.ctl_y to Sub-Committee F. I may 
aD 

1 
t~at thts IS also the wish of Sir Malcolm 

e evmgne. 
As no one has any b" t" I 

a! o )ec ton, re_gard this propos as adopted. 

The Proposal was adoptrd. 

33· ENACTMENT OF EFFECTIVE LAWS 
OR REGULATIONS: (a) PROHIBITING 
THE MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBU
TION OF HEROIN; (b) FOR THE 
CONTROL OF THE PRODUCTION AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF RAW OPIUM AND 
COCA LEAVES : PROPOSALS SUBMIT
TED BY THE DELEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: COM
MUNICATION BY THE PRESIDENT. 

The President : 
Translation : Ladies and gentlemen - The 

~lenary meeti!lg of to-day was fixed by a deci
sion of the First Committee at the suggestion 
of your President. The reason for the convo
cation is known to the various delegations 
but I will remind you that we are concerned 
with the two proposals of the American· delega
tion which were placed on the agenda of the 
First Committee yesterday. 

As on~~ forty-eight hours have elapsed since 
the decisiOn was taken, the Conference will 
remember that it decided to leave to its Busi
ness Committee the duty of preparing a pro
gramme of work. Your Business Committee 
has applied its~lf t? its task and after a very 
thorough exammation has been able to submit 
to you a programme of work. Some of the 
q·uestions which concern this Conference are 
distributed between the First and Second 
~ommittees, while certain parts of other ques
tions are held back by the Business Committee. 

This programme of work was submitted to 
the Conference by the Rapporteur of the Busi
ness Committee, the distinguished delegate for · 
Switzerland, and you accepted the programme 
and the distribution of work proposed in it. 

We have to deal with two proposals which 
have been submitted to the Conference by the 
United States delegation. 

The first proposal is as follows : 

"The Contracting Parties shall enact 
effective laws or regulations prohibiting the 
manufacture and distribution of heroin." 

I venture to draw the attention of the mem
bers of the Conference to the fact that the French 
translation does not absolutely correspond to 
the official text of the American draft, but the 
changes do not alter the sense of the proposal. 

The second proposal of the American dele
gation is as follows : 

"The Contracting Parties shall enact 
effective laws or regulations for the control 
of the production and distribution of raw 
opium and coca leayes so that there will 
be no surplus available for purposes not 
strictly medical or scientific. 

"The foregoing provision shall not ope
rat~ to prevent t~e production for expor
tatwn, or exportation, of raw opium for the 
purpose of making prepared opium, into 
those territories where the use of prepared 
opium is still temporarily permitted under 
Chapter II of this Convention, so long 
as such exportation is in conformity with 
the provisions of this Convention." 

My remarks as to the translation of the first 
proposal apply also to this proposal. 

These two proposals will, of course, be dis
cussed separately. We will begin with the 
first. 
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34· ENACTMENT OF EFFECTIVE LAWS I 
OR REGULATIONS PROHIBITING THE 
MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF HEROIN : PROPOSAL SUBMITTED 
BY THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 

"The fontracting Parties shall enact 
effective laws or regulations prohibiting 
the manufacture and distribution of heroin". 

The President : 
Translation : Does the first delegate for the 

United States desire to explain his delegation's 
point of view concerning this proposal ? 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

I have no desire to do so. Any explanation 
I may have to offer I should like to make when 
I put my motion. If I am permitted to do so 
now, perhaps it will meet the views of the Pre
sident. 

The President : 
Translation : We will now discuss the first 

proposal concerning Article 9a in the American 
draft. ' 

• 
The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 

of America) : 
The question of competency in regard to 

· Article 9a was raised in the Business Committee, 
and, so that it may be brought before the Con
ference in plenary meeting, I have here a motion 
suggesting that the matter be referred to the 
First Committee for consideration. 

With your permission, I will read the motion : 

"On behalf of the delegation of the United 
States of America, I hereby present for 
the consideration of the Conference, Ar
ticle 9a of the suggestions of the United 
States of America, which reads as follows : 

'The Contracting Parties shall enac
effective laws ·or regulations prohibit
ing the manufacture and distribution 
of heroin,' 

and move that it be referred to the First 
Committee for consideration." 

I take it, Mr. President, that that is the proper 
way to raise the question of competency, so that 
if anyone present desires to raise the point we 
are prepared to meet it. If you will note the 
motion closely, you will see that it does not ask 
the Conference to consider the matter on its 
merits at all. It merely asks the Conference to 
refer the matter to the appropriate Committee. 

The President : 
Translation : I quite agree with the first 

delegate for the United States. A few days 
ago reservations were made concerning Article 
ga of the American draft. The United States 
delegation is now asking the Conference to take 
another resolution with regard to this article. 
It is desired -and it is the simplest course -
to refer the examination of this article to the 
competent Committee, that is to say, the First 
Committee. The United States delegate added 
that he did not ask the Conference to discuss 
the matter on its merits ; all he wished the 
Conference to do was to discuss the question of 

re~erring this proposal to the competent Com• 
m1ttee. 

I hope therefore that the Conference will 
adopt this view. 

The Hon, Stephen G. Porter (United Statts 
of America) : 

Mr. President, as I have already stated, tht 
motion is so framed that it will ralse the ques
tion of competence ; that is to say, it will give 
any delegate here the right to nise that ques
tion. But if nobody raises it, I hardly see 
that there is anything to say. I am perfectly 
willing to discuss the matter, but if nobody raises 
a point (and I trust they will not do so - at 
least, I am quite hopeful that they will not 
and I shall be \'cry grateful if they do not), I 
do not see any reason for saying anything in 
support of the motion. 

The President : • 
Transl11tion : Does any delegation desire 

to speak on the question before us ? · 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I do not raise the question of competence ; 

but I cannot express any opinion on the ques
tion of prohibiting the manufacture and distri
bution of heroin, as my Government did not 
consider that this problem was within the scope 
of the Conference. I have therefore no instruc
tions on this matter. 

The President : 
Translation : The dechration made by the 

Netherlands delegation will bt included in the 
record of the present meeting. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
Without going at all into the question of. 

competence, I only wish to say that I have no 
objection to offer to this matter being referrtd 
to the First Committee for discussion. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : There are no other speakers 

on my list. The Conference has now to decide 
whether Article 9a of the American draft should 
be referred to the First Committee. 

As the members of the Conference offer no 
objection, I take it that the discussion of Article 
9a in the draft of the American delegation • 
is referred to the First Committee of the Con
ference. 

The proposal was adopted. 

The Hon. Henri 8. Beland (Canada) :· • 
Translation : I desire to ask for an exJ>la-

nation. We are now in plenary meeting of 
the Conference and have decided to refer the 
proposal of the delegation of the United States 
to the First Committee. Does this signify • 
that the competence of the Conference in regard 
to this question is admitted ? 

M. Aguero y Bethanoourt (Cuba) : 
Translation : As the American proposal 

was submitted to the plenary Conference in 
order to determine whether the latter was or 
was not competent, and as the delegations 
here present raised no objections to this com
petence, except for the reservations by the 
delegations of the Netherlands and British 
Empire, I think it must be understood that the 
Conference declares its competence with regard 
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to the proposal submitted by the Unit~d States. 
The First Committee will have to d1scus~ the 
question whether the American proposal_ IS to 
be accepted or not, but it has not to d1scuss 
the question of competence. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : The first delegate ~or Can~da 

asked me a question, and I_ ~ould hke to g~ve 
him in reply my personal· opm1o!l. In refe!nng 
the American proposal to the F1rst Comm1ttee, 
the plenary Conference has decide~ that t~e 
First Committee is competent to d1scuss th1s 
proposal. This is also the. view of the first 
dt>legate for Cuba. 

35. ENACTMENT OF EFFECTIVE LAWS OR 
REGULATIONS FOR THE CONTROL OF 

, THE PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF RAW OPIUM AND COCA LEAVES: 
PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BYTHE DELE
GATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF. 
AMERICA. 

"The Contracting Parties shall enact 
effective laws or regulations for the control 
of the production and distribution of raw 
opium and coca leaves so that there will 
be no surplus available for purposes not 
strictly medical or scientific. 

"The foregoing provision shall not operate 
to prevent the production for exportation, 
or exportation, of raw opium for the pur
pose of making prepared opium, into those 
territories where the use of prepared opium 
is still temporarily permitted under Chap
ter II of this Convention •. so long as such 
exportation is in conformity with the 
provisions of this Convention." 

The President : 
Tran.slation : We now proceed to the exami

nation of the second proposal of the United 
States delegation. I have already drawn the 
attention of the Conference to a slight diffe
renct in the French translation of this document. 
Does the delegation of the United States wish to 
speak on its proposal before the general discus
sion is opened ? 

The Hon. Stephen 0. Porter (United States 
of America) : . · -

Mr. President- I desire to put forward a mo
tion on this matter similar to the one with regard 
to heroin. The motion reads as follows : 

' "On behalf of the delegation of the Uni-
ted ~tates.of America, I hereby present for 
consideration by the Conference Article I 
of the suggestions of the United States of 
America, which reads as follows : 

''T~e Contracting Parties shall enact 
effective laws or regulations for the 
control of the production and distri
bution of raw opium and coca leaves 
so that there will be no surplus avail
able _for _purposes not strictly medical 
or sc1enhfic. 

"The foregoing provision shall not 
operate ~o prevent the production for 
exportation, or exportation, of raw 
optum for. the p~rpose of making pre
pared optum, mto those territories 

where the use of prepared opium is still 
temporarily permitted under Chapter 
II of this Convention, so long as such 
exportation is in conforinity with the 
provisions of this Convention', 

and move that it be referred to the First· 
Committee for consideratio~". 

The President : 
Translation : A proposal has been sub

mitted to the Conference by the American dele
gation to refer Article I of its draft proposals to 
the First Committee. This point is now open 
for general discussion. 

Mr. Clayton (India) : 
Mr. President,ladies and gentlemen-The mo

tion just proposed by the delegation of the 
United States of America asks that the Confe
rence should take under its consideration a 
proposal relating to the control of the produc
tion and distribution of raw opium and coca 
leaves within a producing country. 

According to the agenda of this Conference 
imposed upon it by the convening authorities 
and accepted by the Conference, this Conference 
is empowered to deal with the production .of 
r<~,w opium and coca leaves for export. It is 
no •. entitled to deal with the control of raw 
opium· and coca leaves produced for internal 
consumption. 

It is my duty, therefore, to ask you, Sir, to rule 
the present motion out of order and ultra vires of 
this Conference. Before I do so, however, I 
desire, with your permission, to make a few · 
remarks in support of my contention. 

There is no delegate, I think, present at this 
Conference who is not aware that this is a ques
tion of great importance to the Government 
which I represent; moreover, the decision which is 
taken upon it may largely decide the part 
which the Indian delegation can take both 
in the deliberations of this Conference and in its 
results. 
· It is one of several questions which were not 
only not included in the agenda of this Confe
rence, but were, after the fullest possible consi
deration, deliberately excluded by the conven
ing authorities - namely, the Asse~bly and 
the Council of the League of Nations. The 
reason for this deliberate exclusion will be 
perfectly obvious to anyone who has studied 
the papers which describe the preliminary work 
undertaken in connection with the prepara
tion of our. agenda. This reason is that on 
these subjects there is no possibility of agree
ment between the nations represented here, 
and the inclusion of these subjects therefore 
would necessarily involve the Conference in 
failure. Such a failure would, and this I desire 
to state in the most emphatic manner, be re
gretted by no one more deeply than by the 
Government of India - a Government which 
for generations, and long before the Hague 
Convention was even thought of, has stood in 
the forefront of the campaign against the abuse 
of opium, and has achieved results which chal
lenge comparison with those obtained by any 
other nation. 

The subject of the present motion, I repeat, 
vitally affects the position of India. The 
position of the Government of India on the 
opium question is as follows : - It holds 
that the present system of opium control in 
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India is legitimate in the fullest sense of the 
word under the Hague Convention of 1912. 
It also holds that this system is the best and 
most effective method of putting into force, 
under the conditions that prevail in India, the 
principles which underlie that Convention. 

This position the Government of India is 
prepared to discuss and defend - aye, and 
successfully defend - in the future as in the 
past, whenever and wherever the correctness 
of that position is at issue. It is not prepared 
to discuss that position at a Conference where 
it is not at issue and from the agenda of which 
it has deliberately, and after the fullest conside
ration, been excluded by the convening autho
rities. 

So much by way of preliminary. I now come 
to the technical point of order. This is a point 
which you, Sir, will have to decide. We hold 
·that it is a general rule, universally applied, 
that a Conference summoned by the invitation 
of a convening authority is strictly bound by 
the agenda imposed by that authority. I do 
not propose to argue this point at length -
it appears to us to be so clear as to require 
only to be stated for it to command universal 
approbation. 

There is a further question also for you, Sir, 
as President, to decide, as a point of order. 
A Conference is bound by the agenda which 
it has itself formally accepted, and I would 
note that; in the case of the agenda of this 
present Conference, it has been so worded as 
definitely to exclude all possibility of argument 
either as to the objects or the intentions of our 
meeting. 

This second point of order is, I think, deserving 
of consideration. It is not, however, in our 
view, of such importance as the first, and there
fore we do not lay the same stress upon it ; 
but I desire to point out that the rule upon 
which it is based is one which has already 
behind it the authority of the League in impor
tant cases. In view, therefore, of the existence 
of these precedents in favour of our case, I 
venture to think that it should not lightly be 
disregarded. Further, the delegation of the 
United States itself has, in the course of the 
proceedings of this very Conference, adopted, 
by implication at any rate, this view. 

When you, Sir, put the agenda before the 
Conference at the first plenary meeting on No
vember 17th, 1\Ir. Porter made a reservation. 
That reservation referred to the agenda of the 
First Conference, which, in the event of that 
Conference not coming to a satisfactory agree
ment, he desired to see added to our own. 
If the Second Conference is untrammelled by 
its agenda and is at liberty to range over the 
whole question of opium, there was no need 
for such a reservation and, by making it, 
Mr. Porter himself by implication agreed that 
the agenda, once accepted, binds the Confe
rence. 

I have said that tile Indian view had behind 
it the authority of League precedents. To me 
it is natural that the League should support the 
principles which we are urging here, for, I 
venture to suggest, the maintenance of those 
principles is vital to the continued existence of 
the League. The object of the League of Na
tions is not to magnify the points of difference 
between nations, but to concentrate on the 
points on which an agreement is in sight, or 
may ultimately prove possible, in the hope that 

• 

the sphere of agreement may gradually be ex
tended to cover all international relations. 

Nothing is more incompatible with these 
objects or more likely to breed distrust and pro
vide opportunities for disputes between nations 
than uncertainty as to the agenda of League 
Conferences. I put it to you, Sir, and to the 
Conference, that the position of a nation in 
the l.eague will ber.Dme wholly impossible if, 
after accepting the invitation to a Conference 
to discuss a specific agenda, it is to find itself 
confronted at that Conference with other sub
jects rai~d without notice- subjects which, if it 
had had notice of them, might have caused that 
country to refuse to attend the Conference 
at all. Such action, in many cases which I 
leave it to the delegates to imagine, would go 
far to bring about the complete break-up of 
the League of Nations. 

I now pass to the history of this agenda, a!ti 
I ask the Conference to note that every stage 
of its development is clear, precise and de finite. 
I must ask tho Conference to go back with me 
to the meetings of tho Advisory Committee 
held in !\lay I9ZJ. And if I am asked why so, 
I would quote certain words used by 1\lr. Porter 
himself in the course of the discussions. 

1\Ir. Porter said on june 4th, 1923 1 : "The Ame
rican delegation was trying to ascertain whether 
or not a workable plan could be agreed upon for 
combating the traffic in dangerous drugs." I 
lay stress on the two words "workable" and 
"agreed". This was exactly tho business upon 
which the Advisory Committee was engaged. 
The American delegation and the Advisory 
Committee set out upon their work together, 
and I hope to show that the plan contained in 
our agenda is the plan upon which agreement 
was finally reached. It is to be remarked that 
the mere afiirmation of principles is not a plan. 
Absolute agreement on all matters of principle 
was not necessary. What was necessary was 
agreement on some practical plan which would 
be effective in combating the trafiic in dangerous 
drugs. 

The Advisory Committee met on june 2nd, 
1923 1• It discussed the American principles, 
certain reservations were made, but the prac
tical plan which the Committee recommended 
is to be found in Resolution IV, which proposed 
the calling of two Conferences for the conside
ration of certain specified and limited questions. 

The resolution of the Advisory Committee 
was discussed with the American delegation 
at its eighteenth meeting on June 4th 1• It 
was referred to a Drafting Committee, and 
emerged therefrom in a somewhat modi lied forn1. 
In essence, it remained the same. The Ameri
can principles were accepted, with the same reser
vations as had been made in the Committee, 
though these were rearranged in a different 
order. The practical plan to be recommended 
to the Assembly remained exactly the same, 
though the wording was slightly altered. That 
plan, so far as this Conference is concerned, 
consisted in inviting the Governments of the 

l See Minutes of the Fifth Ses»ion of the Advisory 
Committee on the Traffic in Opium and other Danger
ous Drugs (page 111). 

1 See Minutes of the Fifth Session of the Advisory 
Committee on the Traflic in Opium and other Danger
ous Drugs (pages 9.5·105). 

I See lllinufes of the Fifth Session of the Advi!!Ory 
Commission ou the Traffic iu Opium and other Dan
gerous Drugs (page 109) . 
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States in which morphine, heroin, or cocaine 
and their respective salts are rn~ufa~tured, 
and the' Governments of the States m wh1ch raw 
opium or the coca leaf are produced for export 
for the purposes of S';JC~ rnanufact~re, to enter 
into immediate negot1at10n to cons1der wheth~r 
an agreement could not be rea~hed ~m cert~m 
definite points, namely, the spec1fic pomts wh1ch 
are mentioned in our agenda. 

Such was the plan thaPthe Advisory Com
mittee recommended to the Assembly. Such was 
the plan which the Fifth Committee of that 
Assembly approved, though it recommended 
the enlargement of the Conference, not for the 
purpose of altering the plan, but in order to 
secure the adhesion of all Members of the League 
or signatories to the. Convention ~f 1912 to 
the principles that rn1ght be ernbod1ed m any 
agreement reached. 

The plan, together with the proposal for the 
e.:largernent of the Conference, but with the 
same agenda, was accepted by the Assembly, 
and distributed to all Governments when the 
invitations were issued. No objections or cri
ticisms on the part of any of the Governments 
have been made public and we are entitled to 
assume that none such were in fact made. 
The plan is again embodied in the agenda which 
was placed before the Conference by the League 
and accepted by it. 

The plan has thus been before most of the 
States here represented some three or four times, 
and on no occasion has any objection to it been 
raised. 

If the Conference has followed me thus far, 
the reasons for the form of the agenda will be 
obvious : 

(a) The agenda was, in fact, designed to 
take note of all the reservations made. It 
does so I 

(b) It had to limit the field of discussion to 
subjects on which agreement was possible, 
otherwise the projected Conference would be 
likely to fail. It does so I 

(c) It had to give the Governments of the 
nations to which invitations were issued and 
which are represented here a definite limited pro
gramme on which to base their instructions to 
their plenipotentiaries. It does so I The pleni
'potentiaries are assembled here and have 
received their instructions. It follows, there
fore, that the agenda offers a complete and satis
factory basis on which the Conference can build 
"an agreed and workable plan" for controlling 
the traffic in dangerous drugs. 

Th.e only argurne.nt against the view put for
ward by my .delegation that has been urged in this 
Conference 1s based on the reference in the sixth 
resolution of the Assembly, dated September 

' 27th. 1923 •. to the principles submitted by the 
representatives of the United States of America. 
!he ans~er to this argument is to be found 
m the h1~tory of the agenda, details of which 
I ~ave gtven, and in the series of resolutions 
wh1ch the Assembly adopted 
. Resolution I adopted by th~ fourth Assembly 
.1s so prec1~e as to allow of no possibility of 
doubt .or d1sfute. It "adopts the report and 
resolutions o the A.dvisory Committee, taking 
note of the reservations contained therein and 
asks the Cou il t t k • nc o. a e the necessary steps 
to put. these resolutions into effect". In the 
resolutiOn of the Advisory Committee the refe-

renee to the American principles comes at the 
beginning and bas no relation with the defi
nite agenda proposed. 

Resolution VI, adopted by the fourth Assem
bly, on which stress is laid, is fully covered by 
Resolution I. Resolution VI is obviously a 
redraft (and, with all due respect to the League 
Secretariat, an unsatisfactory and inaccurate 
redraft) of Resolution IV of the Advisory 
Committee. It omits, for instance, the impor
tant reference to the Hague Convention of 
1912 - a reference which has rightly been res
tored in the agenda as formally adopted by 
this Conference. Further, this reference to the 
United States principles, it should be noted, 
is not confined to these principles. It also 
places equal stress on the policy which the 
League, on the recommendation of the Advi
sory Committee, has adopted ; and as to the 
recommendation made by the Advisory Com
mittee there can, as I have shown, be no possible 
doubt whatever. 

Surely this argument is altogether too weak 
and insubstantial for it to be possible to justify 
by it the course proposed - namely, the com
plete scrapping of all the preliminary work 
undertaken in 1923 and thereafter ; the rejec
tion of the agreed and workable plan accepted 
by the Advisory Committee, the Fifth Committee 
of the fourth Assembly and by the Assembly 
itself ; and the replacing of the whole posi
tion as it was before the Advisory Committee 
started work in May 1923. If this was the in
tention of the Assembly, one is left to wonder 
why any preliminary work was ever undertaken 
at all. 

The point of order which bas been raised must, 
for the purpose of this Conference, be decided 
by you, Sir, our President. You derive your 
authority from the League of Nations, which 
convened our Conference, arid you, therefore, 
alone among us, are in a position to decide the 
subjects which that authority desired us to 
discuss. 

But if the case be put, Mr. President, for your 
decision, it must necessarily be a decision be
tween conflicting views. India, however, would 
prefer another and better way of obtaining a 
decision, namely, that, if possible, the question 
should be settled by agreement without the 
intervention of the President. 

The proposition now moved is not the only 
one on which the same point of order can be 
raised. There are others. But as things now 
stand, the principal, and possibly the only, pro
positions before the Conference which are out
side the accepted agenda are to be found in the 
American suggestions. I therefore now, on 
behalf of the Indian delegation, and the Govern
ment which it represents, make a solemn appeal 
to the delegation of the United States of Arne
rica, in the name of the great principles which 
underlie the Covenant of the League of Nations 
- in the name of the spirit of brotherhood, 
friendliness and faith in human nature, to 
which Bishop Brent has already so eloquently 
appealed before this Conference - in the name 
of our common cause, our common desire to 
find an agreed and workable scheme for corn
bating the traffic in dangerous drugs, our com
mon hope for a successful issue to the work 
of this Conference - I appeal to the delegation 
of the United States to accept the view I have 
put forward, that this Conference is only com
petent to discuss and deal with its accepted 
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agenda, that is to say, the agreed and workable 
plan which earned its assent last year. 

If that appeal is accepted - as I hope it 
will be - in the spirit in which it is made, our 
difficulties will disappear, and we can at once settle 
down, with every hope that a final agreement 
will be reached to the discussion of the proposals 
of the Advisory Committee, the amendments 

. to be suggested to them, and such other pro
posals as may be in order. 

There may be difficulties in the way ; 
the speech of the French delegate the other day 
indicated, indeed, that those difficulties may 
be considerable - but I share with him the 
view that there is no reason to suppose that 
a common basis of agreement cannot be found. 
If, however, this appeal now made by my dele
gation is rejected, if it is made clear that the 
object in view is not to reach an agreed and 
workable plan, but to push the views held by 
a portion of the Conference to such lengths as to 
destroy all chance of an agreement being reached, 
it will be necessary - in order that India's 
position in the matter may be made perfectly 
clear, more clear than I have been able to make 
it in this speech - for our dl'legation to make 
a further statement. 

The President : ·II 1 ._, 

Translation _. Does anyone wish to speak ? 
I call upon the Hon. Stephen G. Porter, dele-

gate of the United States of America, to address 
the Conference. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 
. There is nothing peculiarly sacred about an 
agenda. · It has but one function to perform, 
that is, to furnish a means of giving force and 
effect to matters stated in the convocation. 
The agenda for this Conference and the convo
cation of this Conference are contemporaneous 
documents. They must be read together. It 
would have been quite easy for someone to have 
moved, on the day when we first met, the 
substitution of Resolution VI for the agenda 
as prepared by the League of Nations. I confess 
frankly that I did not give the matter a second 
thought, because I recognise. the principle that 
the agenda is merely to give forceandeffecttothe 
call. I might also say, in passing, that this is my 
third visit to Geneva, and my contact with 
the Secretariat has been such as to inspire un
limited confidence in their ability and in their 
accuracy. When this agenda is presented to 
me as the work of the Secretariat of the League 
of Nations, I assume they have carried out the 
invitation which the League has issued. 

It may not be out of place to give a short 
history of this matter, because, if I have not 
already said so, I have at least had it in my mind 
to say that the dl'legates from the United States 
are firmly convinced that, if this Conferl.'nce 
becomes involved in a maze of sharp technica
lities, the result will be disappointment to all. 
It is only by meeting this situation upon a 
broad ground, by meeting it upon its merits, 
that we can hope to bring relief to the m;llions 
of people throughout this world that are suffer
ing from the effects of these ghastly drugs. 

The· International Opium Convention con
cluded at The Hague on January 23rd, 1912, 
and which forms the basis of the present 
international control of the traffic in opium, 
coca leavl.'s, and their narcotic derivatives, dele-

• 

gated certain administrative functions to the 
Netherlands Government, and that Govern
ment in 1913 and 1914 called two International 
Conferences to consider· probll.'ms arising out 
of the execution of that Convention. It is 
perhaps accurate to state that, prior to the estab
lishment of the League of Nations, the Nether
lands Government was generally recognised by 
the signatory Powers as the agent for the 
execution of a number of the provisions of that 
Convention. 

Subsequently, however, certain Powers signa
tory to the Convention of 1912, through their 
acceptance of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, agreed, in accordance with Article 23 
of that instrument, as follows : 

"Subject to, and in accordance with, the 
provisions of International Conventions 
existing or hereafter to be agreed upon, Ute 
Members of the League ...... (c) will entrust 
the League with the general supervision 
over the execution of agreements with 
regard to the traffic in women and child· 
ren, and the traffic in opium and other 
dangerous drugs." 

The League has since assumed, with respect 
to its Members, the duties entrusted to the 
Netherlands Government by the International 
Opium Convention of 1912. It is unnecessary 
to mention that the United States is not a 
Member of the League of Nations, and there
fore looks to the Netherlands Government for 
the discharge of the administrative functions 
entrusted to that Government by the Conven
tion of 1912. 

In 1922, however, the League of Nations in
vited the Government of the United States to 
participate in the work of the Advisory Com
mittee on the Traffic in Opium, which had been 
established by the League to carry out the 
obligations undertaken under Article 23 of 
the Covenant. The United States, being of 
the opinion that the world-wide traffic in habit
forming narcotic drugs could only be supprcsed 
by international co-operation, and recognis· 
ing that it was bound by the Hague Conven
tion to work towards this end, accepted the 
invitation, and in May 1923 designated three 
representatives to appear in a consultative capa
city before the Advisory Committee with in- • 
structions to present for consideration certain 
proposals which embodied the views of the 
United States Government with regard to the 
obligations undertaken under the Convention 
of 1912 and the means by which the purpose Qf 
the Convention might be achieved. • 

In accordance with the instructions recf'ived, 
the representatives of the United States presen· 
ted for the consideration of the Advisory Com-
mittee the two following proposals : • 

"I. If the purpose of the Hague Opium 
Convention is to be achieved according to 
its spirit and true intent, it must be recog
nised that the use of opium products for 
other than medicinal and sctentific pur
poses is an abuse and not legitimate. 

"2. In order to prevent the abuse of 
these drugs, it is necessary to exercise the 
control of the production of raw opium in 
such a manner that there will be no sur
plus available for non-medicinal and non
scientific purposes." 
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After considerable discussion, th~ Opium Ad;vi
sory Committee adopted a resolution a~ceptmg 
and recommending to the League of Nations the 
proposals of the representatives of the. United 
States. It considered that the resolution em
bodied the general principles by which the Govern
ments should be guided in dealing with the 
question of the abuse of dang~rous drugs, ~~;nd 
on which, in fact, the International Convention 
of 1912 is based, subject, however, to the fact 
that the following reservation was made by 
the representatives of the Governments of 
France, Germany, Great Jlritain, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Portugal and Siam : 

"The use of prepared opium and the 
production, export and import of raw opium 
for that purpose are legitimate so long as 
that use is subject to and in accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter II of the 

•· Convention." 

The representatives of the United States Go
vernment, in September 1923, appeared before the 
Fifth Committee of the fourth Assembly of the 
League, which had been convened for the pur
pose of considering the recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee to which I have referred. 
On September 26th, 1923, the Fifth Committee 
of the Assembly adopted (among. other things) 
the following resolutions : 

"Resolution V. The Assembly approves 
the proposal of the Advisory Committee 
that the Governments concerned should 
~e i.nvited.immed!ately to enter into nego
tiations with a VIew to the conclusion of 
an agreement as to the measures for giving 
effective application in the Far Eastern 
territories to Part II of the Convention 
and as to a reduction of the amount of 
raw opi~m t.o be imported for the purpose 
of smokmg m those territories where it is 
temporarily continued, and as to the mea
sures which should be taken by the Govern
ment of the Republic of China to bring 
a.bout the suppression of the illegal produc
tion and use of opium in China and request< 
the Council to invite those Gdvernments t~ 
send representatives with plenipotentiary 
powers to a Conference for the purpose and 
to r~port to the Council at the earliest 

• possible date." 

I.take it that Resolution VI may be regarded 
as In effect the agenda for this Conference. 
It reads as follows : 

"Reso~ution .VI. .The Assembly, having 
n?ted With satisfaction that, in accordance 
Wtth t.he hope expressed in the fourth 
resolution adop.ted by the Assembly in 
1922, the Advisory Committee has re
ported ~hat t~e information now available 
makes 1t possible for the Governments con
cerned .to examine, with a view to the 
cofnclusi?n. of .an agreement, the question 
o .the hml~ahon of the amounts of mor
~hme, herom or cocaine and their respec
tlv~ salts to be manufactured ; of the limi
tation of the amounts of raw opium and the 
co~a /eaf to be imported for that purpose 
an ~r other medici~al. and scientific pur
rs~~ • and of the hmJtation of the pro
f uc Ion of raw opium and the coca leaf 
~~~~fn°.:i to the. am?unt required for such 

and SCientific purposes, requests 

the Council, as a means of giving effect to 
the principles submitted by the represen
tatives of the United States of America, 
and to the policy which the League, on 
the recommendation of the Advisory Com
mittee, has adopted, to invite the Govern
ments concerned to send representatives 
with plenipotentiary powers to a Confe
rence for this purpose, to be held, if pos
sible, immediately after the Conference 
mentioned in Resolution V. 

"The Assembly also suggests, for the 
consideration of the Council, the advisa
bility of enlarging this Conference so as· 
to include within its scope all countries 
whic~ are Members of the League, or 
Parties to the Convention of 1912, with a 
view to securing their adhesion to the prin
ciples that may be embodied in any agree
ment reached." 

1\lay. I digress a moment and suggest here 
that, 1f the contention of the distinguished 
gentleman from India is correct, and we are 
absolutely bound by the words of this agenda 
the United States, not being a Member of th~ 
League, would be in the position of working • 
here as an uninvited guest. 

. The Council of the League, in accordance 
With the resolutions to which I have referred 
extended invitations to the various Govern~ 
ments concerned to send t'epresentatives with 
full plenipotentiary powers to attend at Geneva 
the two International Conferences provided for 
by the resolutions in question. The Govern
ment of the United States did not receive an 
invitation to attend the Conference called in 
pursuance of Resolution V, and it was there
fore not represented at that Conference. In 
a~cepting the invitation extended by the Coun
cil of the League to participate in the Confe
rence called in pursuance of Resolution VI 
the l!nited States did so with the knowledg~ 
that 1ts proposals respecting the use of opium 
were embodied in .the two proposals brought 
to the attention of the Advisory Committee in 
1\lay 19:Z3 and had received the approval of 
the Adv1sory Committee, the Fifth Committee 
of the fourth Assembly, the Assembly itself 
a~d the ~ounci~ of the League of Nations, and 
With .the mtenbon to present for consideration 
certam. measures designed to give concrete 
expressiOn to the proposals which the League 
had accepted as being in accordance with its 
policy. 

The United States did not feel that it had 
co~pletely discharged its responsibilities or 
fulfilled 1ts obligations in merely presenting 
two proposals for adoption, but considered that 
the various Governments concerned had the 
right to ask that the United States should 
submit for their consideration concrete measures 
which would give practical effect to the general 
propo~als previously accepted. It was only 
on this understanding, which is clearly war.
ranted under the circumstances related that the 
United States agreed to participate i~ the pre
sent Conference. . 

\Vhile Resolution VI specifically mentions 
t~at the ~overnments concerned may examine, 
With the v1ew to a conclusion of an agreement : 

(a) The question of the limitation of 
th~ amounts of morphine, heroin, or co
came, and their respective salts, to be 
manufactured ; 
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(b) The limitation of the amounts of 
raw opium and the coca leaf to be imported 
for that purpose and for other medicinal 
and scientific purposes; 

(c) The limitation of the production of 
raw opium and the coca leaf for export to 
the amount required for such mt>dicinal 
and scienti fie purposes, 

it will be noted that these questions are to be 
considered as a means of giving effect to the 
principles submitted by the representatives 
of the United States and to the policy which 
the League, on the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee, has adopted. 

Is any argument necessary to establish that 
the questions referred to in Resolution VI are 
merely mentioned by way of description and 
not of limitation, or, as the President of the Con
ference pointed out in his opening address 
with regard to the adoption of the agenda, ao; 
merely a starting point or basis for discus~ion ? 

The suggestion that a Conference composed of 
representatives with full plenipotentiary powers 
called to consider measures to be adopted a~ 
a means of giving effect to the United States 
proposals does not possess the power to examine 
any question presented germane to the general 
subject under discussion appears to be unten
able. Every Government here reptesented 
was aware of the purpose for which the Confe-

. renee was called and it is to be presumed that 
each representative received instructions co
extensive with the terms of the invitation re
ceived and accepted. 

I may add that the United States, in the sug
gestions which are before you for consideration, 
has not endeavoured to broaden the scope of 
the Conference as set forth in the invitation 

. received from the League of Nations. Every 
proposal or suggestion embodied . in the pro
gramme w_hich has been placed at your disposal 
is, in our judgment, within the competence of 
the Conference. 

Article I of the suggestions of the United 
States, the one in question, proposes that the 
Contracting Parties shall enact effective laws 
or regulations for the control of the production 
and distribution of raw opium and coca leaves 
so that there will be no surplus available for 
purposes not strictly medical or scientific. This 
suggestion merely embodies in the Convention 
a principle which bas already been accepted by 
the League. Recognising, however, the force 
of the reservation made by certain countries 
with regard to the use of prepared opium under 
Chapter II of the Convention, we have inserted 
in Article I that the foregoing provision shall 
not operate to prevent the production for expor
tation, or the exportation of raw opium for the 
purpose of making prepared opium, into those 
territories where the use of prepared opium is 
still temporarily permitted under Chapter II of 
the Convention, so long as such exportation 
is in conformity with the provisions of the 
Convention. Article I, therefote, which merely 
gives expression to the American proposals, 
subject to the reservations made by certain 
countries, is clearly within the scope of the 
discussion of the present Conference. 

I desire to make it perfectly clear that the 
Conference is not at this time deciding whether 
it shall adopt Article I of the suggestions of 
the United States, but merely that, under the 
terms of Resolution VI of the Assembly 

and the agenda of the Conference, the United 
States may properly present for consideration 
by the Conference the proposal contained in 
Article 1 of the suggestions of the United States, 
supported by such arguments and facts as the 
United States may consider germane to the 
proposal. 

In case of the acceptance of the proposal, 
ample protection is to be found in the right which 
each Government has to file reservations to 
any measure with which it is not in accord. 
Should the Conference, after examination of • 
the subject under discussion, finally dt•cide to 
place wtthin the Convention provistons on the 
lines of Article 1 of the suggestions of the 
United States, any Government represented here 
which cannot give its approval to proposal!! 
of the character indicated may appropriately, 
and without question, make such reservaJions 
there to as may in its judgment be deemed 
advisable. 

The distinguished gentleman from India 
appeals to the dclrgation of the United States, 
in the name of all that is sacred, to recede 
from its position, the position which my Govt>rn
ment has maintained throughout. For my 
part, I would also make an appeal and ask 
him to recede from the po~ition he has taken 
up and agree with us that these drugs. these 
soul-destroying drugs, shall be limited, that the 
production of them shall be limited, to the 
quantities needed for medicinal purposes. If 
we can bring that about, we shall bring 1111nshinc 
and happiness into millions of homt>s in this 
world where misery and squalor exist to-day. 
(Applausl.) 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
Mr. President - I regret that I do not fmd in 

Mr. Porter's speech any reply to the cloKcly 
reasoned arguments which my colleague pre· 
sented. I regret also that Mr. Porter did not 
see fit to respond to the appeal which Mr. 
Clayton made. 

This matter is not, for India, a question of 
sharp technicalities. It is a question of fun
damental importance, and 1 think and believe 
that the other delegations here present, when 
they reflect on the ptinciple which i<~ at stakl', 
will share that view. 

I do not propose to reply in detail to tilt! 
various points raised by Mr. Porter. It hink it 
is perhaps unnecessary. Mr. Porter's speech 
appears to have been prepared before M. 
Clayton's speech was read, and for that reason, 
perhaps, he did not dcal with the points which 
the Indian delegation presented. • 

However that may be, there is one pOint in 
Mr. Porter's remarks to which I 11hould like to 
direct special attention. He mentioned the 
reservations made by various Governments :. 
he did not mention the reservation made by 
the Government of India. In this matter, the 
question of Article I, the only reservation which 
is relevant, is the reservation made by the Go
vernment of India. That reservation occurs 
in a resolution of the Opium Advisory Com
mittee, which resolution is, according to the 
Assembly resolution, the basis of our agenda. 
The reason why the reservation was separated 
from the other reservations I will shortly ex-
plain to you. . 

There is one other point, of what I think is 
fundamental importance, to which I should like 
to allude. It bas been customary here to talk 
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of the American princi pies. I ~hould li~e to 
oint out -and I wish to emphastse the pomt. as 
~uch as possible - that t.hese are ~ot pnn
ci les. They are in terms an mterpretatJOn of the 
H~ ue Convention put forward by the Gover!'
me~t of the United States. I! the me~bers will 
refer to the Minutes of ~he Ftfth Ses~JOn of the 
Advisory Opium Commtttee, they wtll find on 
page 14. which contai~s the state~ent ~ade. by 
Mr. Porter, the followmg remarks . 

"The United State3 has no wish to en~er 
e into a discussion of the powers an.d ~utles 

of this Committee, but feels that tt ts due 
to itself and to the Governme_nts here 
assembled to state clearly what tt under
stands the Hague Convention to mean." 

These are the words I wish to emphasise -
"To !iiate clearly what it understands the Hague 
Convention to mean". 

On page IS, also in Mr; Porter's speech, you 
will lind the following statement : 

"As a concrete expression o! these pr~n
ciples so far as conc~rns OPIU"?- .and 1ts 
derivatives ·the followmg propositions are 
submitted 'to the Opium Advisory Com
mittee" -

these are the proposals which are embodied 
in th~ preamble to the American suggestions -

"in the earnest hope that they will be agreed 
to and their adoption recommended to the 
Council and Assembly of the League of 
Nations" -

and again I wish to emphasise the words which 
follow : 

"in order that the doubts,. if any, which 
now exist as to the true intent and meaning 
of the Hague Opium Convention shall be 
permanently removed." 

Then follow the two principles in exactly the 
same wording as they now appear in the Arne~ 
rican scheme. 

It follows that the so-called American prin
ciples are not principles. They are, as directly 
stated by Mr. Porter, the official interpretation 
by the United States Government of the mean
in~ of an existing International Convention. 

Now, in an assembly of this kind, I do not sup
pose it is necessary for me to state that the 
United States Government has clearly no right 
wath ever to attempt to impose its interpretation 
of t~e Hague Convention upon other Govern
ments. This is what would be done if we ac
cept tlie American scheme in its present form 
with the preamble. If we accept that schem~ 
~he effect .. would be to give to the American 
tl'terpretatton of the Hague Convention re
trospective effect for twelve years. 
. The Advisory Committee has no power to 
mterpret the Hague Convention. This Con-

' ference ~as no power to interpret the Hague 
Convention. The League of Nations has no
power to interpret the Hague Convention. 
There ar_e only two mean~ by which the Hague 
Co~ventwn, tf doubts extst on the subject, can 
be tnterpreted. One is a reference to the Per
manen~ Court of International Justice ; the 
other IS to adopt the machinery which the 
Hague Convention itsel~ sets up for that pur
pose. The reference Will be found in Article 
24 of the Convention. 

I should like to inform the Conference that 
when this question arose I put bo~h these sug
gestions to Mr. Porter. Th~y Will be f~und 
in the Minutes of the Advisory Comrmttee. 
So far as my Government was conct>rned, I 
said that I had no specific instructions but I 
was willing to make a proposal. I suggested 
that the question should be referred to the 
Permanent Court of International Justice. 
That suggestion was not accepted. 

I then suggested that the question should be 
dealt with under Article 24 of the Hague 
Convention. That suggestion was not ac
cepted. I wish all the members of the Conference 
thoroughly to understand what the acceptance 
of the American scheme in its . present form 
means. It means that this Conference will 
commit itself to accept with retrospective effect 
the intCTpretation which a particular Govern
ment places upon an International Convention, 
now signed by fifty-two countries. 

There is yet another point to which I wish 
to refer. A special position exists in respect 
of this matter as between the Indian and the 
American delegations. 

I do not desire to enter into details, but I 
trust that the Conference will accept my word 
when I say that the Indian delegation has 
made every effort to avoid, and has most 
cacefully considered every possible means of 
avoiding, the necessity of making a statement 
such as that I am about to make. 

If the members of the Conference will refer 
to page 104 of the Minutes of the Fifth Session 
of the Advisorv Committee on the Traffic in 
Opinm, they will find the definitive text of 
the resolution as unanimously adopted by that 
Committee. In paragraph I of this resolution 
the Committee accepted the principles stated 
by the American delegation, subject to the 
fact that certain stated reservations had been 
made by States represented on the Com
mittee. All these reservations were made on 
exactly the same basis. 

This resolution was sent to the American 
delegation, which replied officially, forwarding 
certain observations regarding it. In the note 
from the American delegation dealing with 
these reservations the following passages occur : 

"In regard to Reservation I [which 
was the reservation made by India and· 
which, as I have explained, is the only 
reservation xelevant to the present ques
tion] it may be stated that the int~rnal 
affairs of other nations are their own con
cern, and there is no desire to indicate 
what· particular measures should be adop
ted in any country to deal with the opium 
traffic. It is none the less certain, how
ever, that it would be most unwise, and 
would, moreover, open the door to a demand 
for international approval of many unde
sirable practices, to admit that the domes
tic usages of any particular States are legi
timate under the Convention. It amounts 
to a demand for special privilege, which 
would not seem to be in accord with thP 
usually- accepted usages of international 
relations. The British, Indian and German 
representatives, however, appear to believe 
that the acceptance of the propositions 
without this reservation would involve the 
alteration of a practice which they consider 
legal." 
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I now come to a further extract from the same 
document : 

"It would seem quite undesirable to 
pass upon: the legitimacy of the production 
of raw opmm for use according to the estab
lished usages in India. The statement 
made in regard to Reservation I seems to 
cover this point." 

That is the statement which I have just read. 
The American letter went on further : 

"Neither you nor we desire to dissemble 
in this matter. It would not mark pro
gress to accept the proposals of the t:nited 
States represenhtives with such resErva
tions as would destroy their intent." 

On receipt of this letter, the q ue!'>tion was 
re-discussed by the Advisory Committee with 
the American delegation, and it was found 
impossible to arrive at an agreement. The 
matter was then referred to a small Drafting 
Committee, constituted as follows : 1\lr. Porter 
(United States), Sir l\lalcolm Delevingne (British 
Empire), M. van Wettum (Netherlands), M. 
Brenier (Assessor), l\1. Bourgois (France), 1\lr. 
Neville (United States) and myself. 

The meeting of the Drafting Committee 
was very short ; it was not open to the public. 
In stating what occurred, I desire to reminrl 
the members of the Conference that I am speak
ing in the presence of five of the gentlemen 
who were present on that occasion. 

There are others here also who were present 
at the meeting, and I may add that I have 
also referred to a formal report written by me 
to my Government very soon after the meeting 
was held. 

Mr. Porter was informed by me that no 
agreement could be reached and that India 
absolutely &efused to enter into any negotia
tions whatsoever except upon two conditions 
- first, that his official letter containing the 
passages which I have read above, chal
lenging India's position, must be unreservedly 
with-drawn ; the second condition was that the 
reservation made by India must not be chal
lenged or adversely commented on in any way. 
lllr. Porter refused to accept these conditions, 
and the meeting broke up at approximately 
1.30 p.m. 

After lunch - at about 3 o'clock - I was 
informed that the Committee had reassembled 
and that my presence was desired. On my 
arrival in the Committee-room the American 
delegation agreed to withdraw their official 
letter challenging India's position and agreed 
also that the reservation by the Government of 
India should pass ·without comment or chal
lenge. The official letter of the American dele
gation challenging the Government of India's 
position was, in fact, withdrawn at once ; and 
the resolution unanimously adopted by the 
Advisory Committee (which members will find 
on page II8 of the Minutes of the fifth session 
of the Committee to which I have already refer
red) contains no comment or challenge of the 
Indian reservation. On the contrary, on page 
II9 will be found a statement by Bishop Brent 
where he stated that: "Anothu step forward had 
been taken, and he thought that the degree of 
unanimitv which had been attained in the Com
mittee marked perhaps the greatest progress 
which had been made since the question had first 
become an international responsibility." Both 

India's conditions were accepted and both 
were complied with there and then. 

That resolution - established in the way I 
have described - forms, under paragraph 1 of 
the Assemblv resolution of September 27th, 1923, 
the basis of this Conference. The Assembly, 
as you will observe, adopted the report and reso
lutiOns of the Advisory Committee, took note 
of the reservations contained therein and 
asked the Council to take the necessary steps 
to put these resolutions into effect. 

There is still a further point to which I must • 
refer before the story is complete: the American 
delegation appeared before the Fifth Com
mittee of the Assembly of 192.~. when the reso
lution to which I have just referred was adop
ted. Mr. Porter approached Lord Hardinge (the 
chief delegate for India) with a typewritten 
document. This documt•nt, which was J>nly 
in Lord Hardinge's hands and mine for a matter 
of a few minutes - and of which we did not at 
any timt' receive a copy -, contained a state
ment, or a resolution, or a motion, which 1\lr. 
Porter proposed to make in the Fifth Committee. 
He asked Lord Hardinge if he had any objec
tion. Lord Hardinge derided that, if 1\lr. Porter 
took the action which he ~aid ht• intended to 
take, it would again raise the question which 
had been decided be fort' the Advisory Committt'e 
in May 1923; it would again challenge India's 
position in that matter ; and it would be con
trary to the understanding reach«>d bet ween 
the American and Indian delt•gations at the 
session of the Advisory Committee. Lord Har
dinge informed Mr. Porter verbally to this 
effect. 

Mr. Porter took no action in the direction he 
had at first indicated, but he explained the posi
tion of his Government with reference to the 
reservation made by the Government of India. 
That, I would again remind you, is the reser
vation now directly and immediately in ques
tion. lllr. Porter's words were : "He did not 
desire to discuss questions of purely domestic 
legislation in connection with the use of opium." 
He went on to state that his Government did 
not regard as legitimate, and now I quote his 
exact words again, "any international traffic 
in opium for other than medical and scientific 
purposes, except under the conditions explicitly 
laid down in the Hague Convention". • 

This statement, as you will observe, in no way 
challenges the attitude which India has consis
tently assumed in respect of this matter. It 
in no way challenges the reservation which the 
Government of India made ; it is, in f~ct, 
entirely in conformity with the position wh1ch 
the Government of India has always ad'opted 
and, as such, no reply was made by Lord 
Hardinge. 

You have now before you the facts regarding. 
this matter. To my mind, the position is 
perfectly clear. Mr. Porter withdrew at once 
the official letter challenging the Government 
of India's position, in circumstances which I , 
have already explained. 1\lr. Porter allowed 
the Government of India's reservation to pass 
without challenge or comment. When an 
attempt was made to reopen the question 
again at the fifth Assembly, that attempt was 
abandoned on India pointing out that such 
action was opposed to the agreement already 
reached. As a consequence, the reservation 
of the Government of India ;was noted by the 
Assembly, and, in accordance with the recom-
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mendation of the Advisory Committee, the 
agenda of this Confenmce was . so worded ~s 
definitely to prevent the established. usag~ m 
India being discussed in the course of 1ts deb be-
rations. · 

To my mind, the reservation ma.de ~y the 
Ciovernment of India cannot now, Ill v1ew of 
these circumstances, be challenged by the Arne .. 
rican delegation. The question cannot again be 
reopened before this Conference and we can
not be thrown back to the position in which we 
stood at the beginning of May 1923, before the 
American delegation did in fact accept and 
comply with India's conditions. That, ho~
cvet, is the effect of the preamble of the Amen
can proposals, read with Article I of their 
draft. 

India entered this Conference on the basis 
of t?e agreement reached by · the Advisory 
Committee and re-affirmed at the Fifth Com
mittee of the Assembly of 1923. In his speech 
at the Assembly relative to this question, His 
Highness the Maharajah Jam Sahib of Nawa
nagar again made the position clear beyond all 
doubt. He said- and this, I may remind you, 
was at the Assembly, when the resolutions to 
which reference has so often been made were 
adopted : "Indiacannot regard as illegitimate 
the use of opium as a home-made medicine. 
which is general throughout India. India will 
not allow the deleterious use of opium within 
its territory, so far as stringent laws and effi
cient administration can prevent it." 

Mr. Hasan Imam (one of the Indian delegates 
to the Assembly) also made it clear that this 
reservation was a vital matter for India's 
honour .. He pointed out that : 

"Neither in the spirit nor in the letter 
of our obligations can we be accused of 
having departed, even by a hair's breadth, 
from our international engagements ...... 
We have more than fulfilled our internatio
nal obligations...... The high dictates of 
a principle, the commands of morals, and, 
above all, our religious belief in doing 
ll'ood to all, prevailed with us against our 
mterests ; and, without any dictation from 
anyone, we complied with the Convention 
fulfille~. t~e ob!igations in their entirety: 
a~d With mtegnty we carried out the pro
mise that we made to the world." 

1:here is a further point of importance. I 
des~re to s~ate that the Indian delegates have 
no mstruct10ns on any subject outside the pro
gramme of the Con~erence as accepted formally 
by. the Conference 1tself, as stated in the reso
lutiOn vf the Adviso~y Committee and as ac
cepted by. the CouncJI and the Assembly. They 
~111 not discuss any proposals which are out
s~lde .that prog~a!"me. They will sign no Con
\enho.n .contammg provisions which do not 
fall. Wlthm that programme, and, should it be 
~ecJ.ded that the Conference is not limited by 
Jts lm~osed an~ accepted agenda, the Indian 
~~legatiOn conSiders that it will be extremely 
/fficult, and may be impossible, for it to con-
mue to attend the Conference. 

The Preeldent : 

Translation : I call upon the Right R 
~· H .. Brent, delegate of the United State~e~f 

menca, to address the Conference. 

AmTh~ R)lght Rev. c. H. Brent (United States of 
enca : 

The question of honour, n!lt~onal. and per
sonal has been raised. The distmgmshed dele
gate ~f India has recounted certain events and 
put his own construction upon them, a construc
tion which the American delegation can in no 
wise accept. He has appealed to documents ; 
to documents he shall go. We take our stand 
on the records of the League of Nations, which 
are available to all. 

I regret extremely that it seemed necessary 
to Mr. Campbell to raise the question of honour. 
We attribute no evil motives or conscious unfair
ness to him. It is a matter of interpretation. 
We consider he is honest in the meaning he has 
attached to our conversations, just as we, on 
the other hand, are honest in our interpretation, 
which is radically different. 

Until a few nights ago, I did not understand 
his contention, nor am I sure that .I clearly 
understand it now. This may be due to con
genital stupidity, or it may be because of a lack 
of legal subtlety, but it is not due to a lack of 
honesty, straightforwardness or truthfulness. 

My understanding of a reservation is that it 
is an expedient by means of which one who 
cannot accept an entire document can associate 
himself with the terms of the document in 
every respect except those covered by the reser
vation. It is a concession to the dissident by 
those who accept the document in its entirety. 

The distinguished delegate for India agrees 
thus· far, but, as I understand him, he says he 
madt> the reservation on the basis of a compact. 
That there are no written documents giving any 
agreement officially does not concern me. I 
believe in a gentleman's agreement. Mv word 
is as good as my bond, so is that of my country, 
so that the fact that no written compact exists 
is not one that I would press. Had a document 
bearing the clear, unequivocal proposal of the 
distinguished delegate for India been presented 
to me for my signature, I would immediately 
h:ave refused to sign it. Had our delegation 
s1gned such a proposal and reported to our 
Government, it would have been immediately 
repudiated by the Government. Had we consi
dered that we had made any such compact, 
either verbally or in writing, we should have 
so reported formally to our Government. 

As I say, I do not yet quite understand the 
proposal of the distinguished delegate for 
I!ld1a. He says we may not challenge his posi
tion: If his contention is that we may not 
officially attack the domestic habits of India 
(however much we may condemn them pri
vately, or on scientific grounds), I agree. If his 
contention is that we may not single out India 
for an attack because of its domestic use of 
opium, I agree. If his contention is that in 
dealing with general questions, I may not pro
cet;d bec~use th~re is a danger or a necessity 
o~ mvo~v~ng ~nd1a, I do not hesitate to say that 
h1s pos1t1on 1s unreasonable, unfair and unten-
able. . · 

I have no desire to interfere with India's 
~nrely internal opium practice, even if I had the 
ng_ht or the ability. I possess neither of these. 
Sc1ence can and will effectively deal with it. 
I would go out of my way to take a course that 
would exclude India's domestic business from 
my ,purview, but if, in carrying out, or in the 
honest attempt to carry out, the provisions of 
t~~ . Hague Convention, which lay respon~i
bllltles on all signatories alike, except when 
otherwise specified, I have indirectly to touch 
. 
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J ndia, either as a producing country or as one 
of the group, I shall not hesitate. 

India's exception is not sacrosanct and to llt' 
considered separately from all reservations. It 
is a reservation, and must be treated on the 
plane of reservations. The claim that it is so 
exceptional that it stands by itself, or in a class 
by itself, will not hold water. lJnltss the excep
tion were to overflow its banks and directly 
threaten other nations, I would keep silent. I 
would keep silence now if the distinguished dt>le
gate for India had not forced me to speak. His 
f.'xception may or may not get in the way 
of general discussion as part of a general ques
tion affecting other countries. But if, in such 
a discussion on a general question, India hap
pens to be in the way, that is her concern and 
not mine. She can at once retreat behind her 
reservation. 

At this Conference we have an opportunity 
under the decision of the Assemblv, as we view 
it, of considering on its merits everything that 
is within the scope of the American principles 
and the Hague Convention, and it is our duty, 
as I view it, to encourage, not to impede, open 
and frank discussion. The privilege of reser
vation is inherent in the rights of a nation whl'n 
conclusions are reached. 

The delegation of the United States has in 
good faith offered a complete document in such 
terms as may preSI'nt an advanced effort to 
be true to our purpose and agreemt'nt. We 
admit that it is an advanced effort; we intended 
it to be so. I am happy to think that many 
of its provisions will meet with unanimous appro
val, but it is such an agreement as e\'t'ntually 
must be accepted in toto by the nations or the 
world if our work is to bear full fruit. 

We do not wish to impose our will on others 
in th.e matte.rs which are challenged. If they 
have something equally good or better, we will 
welcome it. But we desire that the worth of 
our proposals be discussed and acted upon on 
their intrinsic merits. All of us here are armed 
with instructions, and, in taking the course we 
are pursuing, we are simply doing what we are 
bidrlen to do bv our Government. We cannot 
take any back track because an Act of our Ferle
ral Legislature requires us to proceed on dt'finite 
lines. 

To us, at any rate, it appears that the Confe
rence is competent to deal with the proposal 
under Article I of our suggestions and that the 
moment has come when we should be bold. 
The League of Nations has brought us to this 
stage by its steady and effective efforts. It is 
our hope and purpose to collaborate closely 
with the League in this matter in the future as 
in the past. It is our contention that Article 
I is carrying out the express purpose of the 
Assembly as stated in the resolution which it 
adopted. 

To us it seems as though we are at the part
ing of the ways. The question is : Shall we 
trv to make a compact with an evil, or shall 
we declare a war of extermination upon it in 
terms that admit of no compromise ? 

There is increasing caution among physicians 
in their use of habit-forming drugs. The menace 
of their abuse is admitted and recognised by all 
the delegations present. An alliance with the 
enemy would be as an alliance between a lamb 
and a tiger or a cobra and its victim. \\:ere 
our gallery in this room composed of addicts 
of every country forcibly separated from their 

drug. I do not hesitate to say that the charac
ter of the document we would sign would be 
far more drastic than anything contained in 
the American suggestions. I repeat, we can
not compromise with a curse. The timid voice 
of bureaucracy and the plans to protect busi
ness interests must be dismissed as false guides. 

Some of our colleagues may think that I 
cannot see the tft'es for the wood, a charge 
frequently brought against idealists. My reply 
is - changing my simile from there llt'ing a 
lion in the way - that there are others who 
cannot see the wood for the trees or even for • 
one tree. This delegation asks that there may be 
honest and square treatment of an honest and 
square document, that tho controverted sec
tions may be treated on their merits ; if, here 
and there, advanced proposals are made for 

-which practical measures cannot be devised im
mediately, it will be easy enough to make a 
reservation in r<'gard to such a proposal' and 
then proceed to work out, as soon R!l possible, 
means by which to make it practicable. 

I trust, as I said in my speech at the begin
ning of the Conference, that free discussion 
will not be impeded nor honest proposals side· , 
tracked by legalism and tt'chnicalities. Should 
this happen, it would be a misfortune for this 
Conference, for the countrirs rrpresented, and 
for the Lea&ue of Nations. 

I speak w1th equanimity, for the cause we 
espouse cannot be defeated. Postponement of 
effective action will react on the highest inte
rests of those who advocate it, store up new 
sorrows and troubles for all of u,, and leave a 
new trail of misery behind its lagging steps. 
But \'ictory is sure to come in the end. After 
all, the jury in this ca~e is the world of thinking 
men and women, whose interests we are serv· 
ing. Those of us whose purpose is set and who 
believe that we are in the right will not be 
daunted by obstructions. With William Lloyd 
Garrison, we say, in the words of his great libe
ration challenge to the bureaucrats and vested 
interests of his day : "I will not retract. 
I will not retreat an inch. I will not equivocate. 
I will not compromise. I will not be silent. 
And 1 will be heard". (Applau~e.) 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : I call upon Mr. Campbell, 

delegate of India, to address the Conference. 
Mr. Campbell (India) : • 
1\lr. President - In the speech which I havP. 

just made, I stated the facts, and, of set pur
pose, I stated the fact!! in as cold and frig1d a 
manner as possible. I did not state the fact!! 
until, in the considered opinion of our delega
tion, it was necessary to do so in ordur that 
India's position in th1s matter should be made 
perfectly clear. · 

As I have already told the Conference, and a: 
I desire to repeat now, the Indian delegation 
considered every possible means of avoiding the 
necessity for makin~ this declaration. I ask 
the Conference to believe me when I say this. As 
I have said, I have stated the facts. Are those • 
facts challenged ? If not, they are there for the 
members of this Conference and for the world 
at large to form their own opinion regarding 
them. In drawing my conclusions, I again limi
ted myself of set purpose to the conclusion.c; 
which it was essential to draw in order to make 
the attitude of the Indian delegation perfectly 
clear. 
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There is one other point to whic.h I wish to refed' 
Bishop Brent, in the course of Ins speech, ~a e 
on at least two occasions a somew~at pomted 
reference to business and . vested mterests. I 
think if I may say so, that that was some.what 
unge~erous on Bishop Brent's part. BI~~op 
Hrent is I believe fully aware of the posJtJO.n 
of the Government of India in respect of th1s 
matter. The Governmen~ of In.dJa. has for
mally declared that its op1u~ pohc:y IS not ac
tuated by financial or economic motives. That 
declaration I have repeated here upon several 

, occasions,s peaking as the delegate of the Govern
ment of India. To anyone who knows the 
facts and who studies the facts, the truth. ~f 
that declaration is proved beyond all possibi
lity of doubt. I do not think therefore that it 
should be lightly challenged. 

The President : 
T'a11slation : I call upon M. de Aguero y 

Bethancourt, delegate of Cuba, to address the 
Conference. 

M. Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba) : 
Translation : I have asked to speak in 

order to raised point of order. I request the 
President and all my colleagues at this Confe
rence to adjourn the meeting. The reasons 
which lead me to make this request are very 
weighty ones. We have to decide here whether 
the Conference is competent to accept or reject 
the proposals of the American delegation. 

We have just listened to the eloquent words 
of the two delegates of India and the two dele
gates of the United States. The four speeches 
which we have heard are fi1led with references, 
dates, quotations, etc. We cannot, in a few 

. moments, analyse, examine and assimilate all 
the arguments which have been put before us 
and then record a conscientious vote. 
· We must have time for reflection, before we 
can gain a clear and fair appreciation of the prob
lem before us, a problem which is a grave one 
since it involves the prestige of the League of 
Nations as well as the prestige and success of 
this Conference. 

If the resolution that we take here is influenced 
by our personal sympathies, or if we have not 
sufficiently studied the arguments submitted. 
by. the two parties, we run the risk of being 
muversally condemned. Let us not forget that 
the question with which we have to deal affects 
th~ .happiness of mankind and that public 
opm10.n IS closely following our work. 

I will not venture at this moment to give a 
definitive opinion upo~ the statements made by 
the delegations of India and the United States 
of America. Indeed, I could not do so with any 
clearness, an~ I think that my honourable 
colleagues ~~:re m the same position. 
~ If we adJourn the meeting until to-morrow 
we shall have ti~e to !efl~ct, to study the matte; 
and also to consider It dispassionately. 

I would request the President and my honour
able colleagues to adjourn the discussion. 

The President : 
Tran~lation : The C:uban delegate has moved 

that t~e,Conference adJourn the discussion. I do 
not t~mk that this motion must necessarily be 
submitted to t~~ meeting; as President, I can 
take the decision myself. I would prefer 
however, to act with the approval of the mem: 
bers of the Conference. I think that the majo-

rity is in favour of adjourning the di!<cussion 
until to-morrow. 

M. Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba) : 
Translation : When I asked for the adjourn

ment of the discussion, I forgot two things: 
(I) to explain to l\Ir. Campbt..ll that Ihad asked 
to speak in .order to suggest .the. adjournment ~f 
the discussiOn ; and (2) to md1cate an approxi
mate date for the continuation of this meeting. 

In my opinion, it would be too soon to resume 
the discussion to-morrow. We must wait until 
our minds are somewhat calmer, and until we 
have had time to reflect. There is no doubt 
that the thirty-nine delegations here present 
are animated by the best intentions, and we 
shall certainly find among our number experts 
who will succeed in drafting a formula which 
will bring this debate to an end, a formula of 
agreement which will lead to the withdrawal 
of the reservations made bv India and the· 
United States. A resolution containing such 
important reservations would be harmful to 
our work. 

It would be well, Mr. President, to allow more 
time and not to meet until Monday next. 

The President : 
Translation. : Two proposals are before the 

Conference, one to adjourn the discussion, and 
the other to continue it next Monday. I ima
gine that the first proposal has already been 
accepted. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I understood that the adjourn

ment was approved by the Conference. I 
think it would be wiser not to meet until Monday 
next. It is for the President to decide . 

M. Buero (Uruguay) : 
Translation : I agree with M. de Palacios. 

Before taking any decision on the second pro
posal of M. de Aguero y Bethancourt, I would 
suggest that the Conference appoint a small 
Committee to examine the question of the com
petence of the Conference .. This Committee 
might report to the Conference at the begin
ning of the next meeting, the day and hour of 
which would be fixed by the President. 

My second proposal supplements that of M. de 
Aguero, and M. de Palacios will doubtless be 
willing to accept it. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I accept M. Buero's proposal. 

The President will fix the day and hour of our 
next meeting. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Buero's proposal is a sepa

rate one. We have two proposals to consider: 
that of M. de Palacios suggests an adjournment 
sme die, that is to say, till the President decides. 

As this plenary meeting was summoned on 
the initiative of a delegation here present, I 
think I have the right to ask the opinion of 
that delegation as to the question which is now 
put to us. 

The Hon. Stephen Q, Porter (United States 
of America) : 

I have no desire to hurry the Conference. 
This is, however, a very important matter ; 
it is, in fact. the vital part of the proposals of 
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the United States. Jt seems to me that we ought 
to decide it as promptly as possible, so that the 

· Sub-Committees can bt-ar it in mind during 
their deliberations. 

I am inclint>d to agrt>£ to the proposal to 
adjourn till Monday. If I consultt>d my per
sonal wishes, I believe I would. It is a matter 
which rests entirely with the persons who want 
to adjourn until to-morrow. It suits us eitht>r 
to adjourn till to-morrow or until Monday, but I 
would not like to see the next meeting postponed 
later than Monday. I feel th;Lt this is a mattt>r 
which is really part of the foundation of the Con
ference, and has got to be determined promptly 
so that the Sub-Committees '1\;11 have ample 
opportunity to takt' it into c-onsidt>ration during 
their deliberations. 

The President : 
Translation : We have now to discuss 1\1. 

Buero's proposal. It is hardly a point of order, 
since we have only to pronounce as to the forma
tion of a special Committee to deal with this 
very definite question. In my opinion, it would 
be better not to consider this proposal for the 
moment, although it is a very interesting one. 

I therefore propose to adjourn the plenary 
Conference until Monday next at IO.JO a.m. 
If you accept my view and do not feel called 
upon to discuss M. Buero's proposal, I can 
adjourn the meeting. 

I call upon M. Sze, the last speaker on my 
list, to address the Conference. 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President - I shall not address the Confe

rence in view of the explanation you have just 
given. You have anticipated what I was 
going to say. 

M. au- (Uruguay) : 
Trtlllslation : I apologise for causing this 

discussion, but I feel bound to observe that the 
question is one of vital importance: We have 
appointed Sub-Committees for less important 
problems, and I think the creation of a special 
Sub-Committee is t'ssential to deal with so 
serious a question. 

If the Conference does not consider a special 
Sub-Committee necessary, I propose that the 
matter be submitted to the Business Committee, 
which would tht>n give us its impartial opinion. 
It would also be well to hear the two parties• 
concerned - the United States and India. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : I submit 1\1. Buero's amended 

froposal to the members of the Conference .. 
would remind the delt'gate for Uruguay that 

the question he proposes to submit to the Bu~ness 
Committee is not quite nt>w to it. The {:om
mittee has devoted much time to it at several 
meetings. You will find evidence of this In 
the programme drawn up by that Committee, 
since it referred this very question to a Sub
Committee. 

M. Buero (Uruguay) : 
Translation : I was quite unaware of this 

fact, and I accordingly withdraw my proposal. 

The President : 
Translation : The proposal to adjourn the 

Conference is accepted. I therefore have the 
honour to convene the plemU)' Conference for 
Monday next at 10.30 a.m. 

The Confert>nce rose at 7.50 p.m. 
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36. COMPOSITION OF THE FRENCH DELE
GATION AND ITS REPRESENTATION ON 
SUB-COMMITTEE F. 

The President : 
Translation : Before beginning our agenda, 

which contains only one item, I will call upon 
M. van Wettum, the Netherlands delegate, to 
speak. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
The French delegation bas been enlarged 

by a new member, M. Perrot, Inspector of Phar
macies, Vice-Dean of the Paris Faculty and 
Director of "l'Office national des Matihes pre
mi~res vegetales pour la Droguerie et la Phar
macie" (Ministry of Commerce). I have the 
honour to propose that the membership of Sub
Committee F, consisting of medical and phar
maceutical experts, be increased from fifteen to 
sjxteen to afford M. Perrot the opportunity of 
taking part in the work of that Sub-Committee. 

The President : 
Translation : The proposal submitted to 

the Conference by the Netherlands delegate is 
similar to one submitted at a previous meeting 
by the head of another delegation and adopted 

by the Conference. It consists of two parts 
(I) that the membership of Sub-Committee F 
be increased; and (2) that 1\1. Perrot ~elected 
member of that Sub-Committee. 

M. Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba) : 
TraNslatioN : I beg to support M. van 

Wettum's proposal. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I beg to second the proposal. 

The President : 
Translation : As no one has any objection, 

both parts of the above proposal are adopted. 
The Chairman of Sub-Committee F will be 
informed !n due course. Agreed. 

37· ENACTMENT OF EFECTIVE LAWS OR 
REGULATIONS FOR THE CONTROL or 
THE PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF RAW OPIUM AND COCA LEAVES : 
PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BYTHE DELE
GATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA : CONTINUATION OF THE 
DISCUSSION. . 

The President : 
Translation : We now have to discuss the 

only item on our agenda, the American proposal. 
concerning Article r of the American draft. 

I call upon Mr. Clayton, delegate of India, to 
address the Conference. 

Mr. Clayton (India) : 
Mr. President - I wish to thank you for the 

speedy response which you have given to my 
request for an opportunity to withdraw a mis
statement in my srecb last Friday. In that 
speech I attribute to the League Secretariat 
the responsibility for the drafting of a certain 
Assembly resolution. I have since discovered 
that the Secretariat does not draft Assembly 
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resolutions. f desire, t~erelore, to withdra~ 
unreservedly the imputation made by m~ an 
to express my regret that, iii my inexpC!l~nce 
of League procedure, this being my first VISit to 
Geneva, I should have ~rroneously assumed that 
the resolution in questiOn was drafted by the 
League Secretariat. 

The Pr .. Jdent : 
Translation : The Secretary-General of the 

League has requested me to thank the delega~e 
for India for the prompt withdrawa~ of h.ts 
remark. His statement will be mentioned m 
the record of this meeting. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
.Mr. President- The question before ~s is the 

proposal of the United States deleg~t10n that 
the suggestion in Article I of the Umted States 
draft be referred to the First Committee for 
coMidcration. In regard to this matter, the 
question of the competence of the Conference 
to deal with it has been raised and argued at 
some length. The question of competence is 
one of considerable importance, because other 
proposals have been laid and are intended to 
be laid before the Conference on which the 
same question may be raised, and the course 
which the Conference deCides to take in regard 
to the particular matter now before us will 
have an important bearing upon the proceedings 
of the Conference, the results of the Conference, 
and, I may add, its length. 

I think I am right in saying that two dif
ferent lines have been taken in regard to this 
question of competence. On the one hand, the 
contention has been put forward that the Con
ference has power to settle its own agenda 
and, if it desires, to enlarge the agenda con
tained in the Assembly resolution of 1923. I do 
not think that that line was taken in Friday's 
debate, but it has been taken on other occasions. 
On the other hand, it has been contended that 
the particular question now before us is within 
the scope of the agenda as contained in the 
Assembly resolution. 

As regards the first contention, I should have 
thought the point was clear. When a Conference 
of plenipotentiaries has been convoked to con
si~er a pa~ticular question or group of questions 
With a VIew to arriving at an international 
agreement, and the Governments interested have 
s'ent their plenipotentiaries with powers to deal 
with that question or group of questions only, 
the scope of the Conference can only be en
larged by mutual consent, that is to say, with 
the consent of the Governments represented, 
~ho would have to give their delegates the addi
h?nal. powers necessary, and, I imagine, also 
:Wtth. th.e consent of the convoking authority, 
m thts mstance the Council of the League. 

The second contention is a different one. It 
!las. been argued at length, and different dele
gatiOns take different views. I do not propose 
to ~o over the ground again. I desire to take 
a dtfferent ground in what I have to say to 
~he Confere'?ce this morning. But I think it 
ts ~orth w.htle to lay stress on the point upon 
wh1ch the tss~e arises so that it may be clearly 
before the mmds of the Conference. 

The Assembly resolution recommends that a 
Confere!lce of plenipotentiaries should be called 
t.o con~td~~· among other things, the possibi
h~y of hmthng the production of raw opium and 
t e roca leaf for export to the amount required 

for medicinal and scientific purposes. The sug
gestion of the United States delegation is not 
limited to the production for export, but it 
covers alike production for export and produc
tion for domestic use in the producing country, 
and it suggests that both kinds of production 
should be so limited that there would be no 
surplus available for purposes not strictly 
medical or scienti fie. · 

If that suggestion is interpreted literally and 
strictly, it seems to mean that the use of opium 
in India, in Persia, and possibly in other coun
tries, for what are called semi-medicinal pur
poses would have to be prohibited, and it 
would mean that the similar use of the coca 
leaf in Bolivia and, I believe, Peru and pos
sibly other South American countries, would 
also have to be prohibited. There is no doubt 
in my own mind that this would be outside 
the scope of our agenda. But a doubt has oc
curred to me whether that is really the intention 
of the suggestion of the United States delega
tion. 

We know that .the United States of America 
has a great domestic problem in regard to this 
matter, that large quantities of the drugs. are 
smuggled into its territories, which greatly 
hamper it in dealing with this matter, that the 
over-production of the raw material and the 
drugs, which enables large quantities of the drugs 
to be diverted into the illicit international trade, 
is a matter of great and legitimate concern to 
the United States Government, and it is of 
the first importance to it that over-pro
duction shall be reduced so that there shall be 
no surplus available for the illicit international 
traffic. 

If the purpose of the United States proposal 
is that the production of the raw material shall 
be so limited that there shall be no surplus 
available which can be sent out of the producing 
country beyond the quantities required for 
medicinal and scientific purposes, then, so far as 
I can see, there is really no difference of opinion in 
the Conference as to the desirability of such 
limitation, whether it is actually practicable to 
secure such limitation or not - the lpractica .. 
bility is one of the questionst he Conference has 
been convoked to consider. The question which 
has arisen would, in that case, be settled at once. 
I should be very glad, and I believe the Confe
rence would be very glad, if later on in the 
debate the United States delegation would make 
their intention on this point quite clear to us. 

I said just now that I did not propose, in 
what I had to say to the Conference, to go 
over the ground again in regard to the question 
of competence, but that I wished to take diffe
rent ground. Assuming (as I must for the 
moment) that the United States of America's 
suggestion is intended to bear the strict literal 
interpretation I have mentioned above, I wish 
to ask whether, quite apart from the question 
of competence, it is desirable, it is in the best 
interests of the Conference, of the work we 
are assembled here to do and the great step 
forward that we are hoping to make, that the 
question of the use of opium or the coca leaf 
for domestic consumption in the producing 
countries should be raised now. The stand 
I wish to take is that, undeniablv, it has been 
understood by a number of the· Governments 
represented here that this question would not 
be raised at the Conference. · 

Now, I am not going into any controversial 
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matters, but, in order to make my point clear, 
I must touch briefly on the history of the ques
tion. I have taken part from the start in the 
investigations and discussions which have led 
up to this Conference. In particular, I was 
present at the session of the Opium Advisory 
Committee in 1923, at the meeting of the As~em
bly in 1923, at all the sessions of the Pcepara
tory Committee, which was entrusted bv the 
Courlcil with the task of preparing a prognimme 

· for this Conference, and at the session of the 
Opium Advisory Committee last August. 

As everybody knows, the matter first took 
shape at the session of the Opium Advisory 
Committee held in 1923, as the result both of 
the work which the Opium Advisory Committee 
bad been doing during the two preceding years 
and of the proposals of the United States. 
There were long discussions - the particular 
question before us was much debated - and a 
resolution was finally adopted by general con
sent. 

I have no right, of course, to speak of the im
pression left on the minds of the United States 
representatives. We all know bow easy it is for 
different impressions to be left on different 
minds. I can only speak of the impression 
that was left on my mind and, I believe, on the 
minds of others in the Opium Advisory Com
mittee. That impression certainly was that this 
question of the use of opium and the coca leaf 
for domestic purposes in the producing countries 
was not going to be raised at this Conference. 

I should like to quote a few extracts from the 
Minutes of the proceedings of the Opium Advi
sory Committee to satisfy the Conference that 
there was a really honest and not unjustifiable 
impression to that effect. 

In a somewhat lengthy speech which I 
ventured to make to the Committee during its 
fifth session, after the United States 1 represen
tatives had temporarily left the meeting, I 
said this : 

"I think there has been especially a great 
deal of misunderstanding in the United 
States on the subject ; but in the conver
sations which I have had with Mr. Porter, 
and to which I think I may fairly refer, he 
has made it quite clear to me that it is not 
the intention of the American delegation 
or of the American Government to dictate 
or interfere in any way with what the Indian 
Government or any other Government simi
larly situated may regard as a proper semi
medicinal use of the drugs in countries 
where conditions such as that exist." 

I quote this only in order to show the impres
sion which was left upon my mind. At a later 
meeting of the Committee, Sir John Jordan, 
whose name is well known to every member 
of the Conference, said much the same thing •. 
He said: "He bad been led to believe, in conver
sations with Mr. Porter, that the American dele
gation had no intention <;>f interfering wit_h the 
internal practice in India or any other Onental 
country. It was indeed unfortunate t~at the 
Committee did not possess full explanat10ns on 

1 Minutes of the Fifth Ses.•ion of the Advisory 
Committee on the Traffic in Opium and other Dan
gerous Drugs (page 84). 

•Minutes of the Fifth Session of the Advisory Com
mittee on the Traffic in Opium and other Oangerous 
Drugs (page 96). 

• 

this subject by Mr. Porter, but all the impres
sions which he had gathered pointed to the fact 
that the American delegation did not intend 
to interfere with the well-established use of 
raw opium in India." 

I need not quote further extracts. I think 
those two extracts alone will convince this Con
ference that there was what I have calll•d a 
real, an honest and a not unjustifiable imJ?res
sion that this matter was not going to be ratsed. 
It seems to me also that the resolution 
which was finally adoJ?ted by the Advisory • 
Committee, and which hmits the subject to be 
discussed to the production for export, con firm!l 
the impression I have mentioned. 

Later on, the resolution of the Advisory 
Committee was considered by the Assembly in 
September 1923. I took a part 1n those pro
ceedings, and I am quite sure that there l'as 
no intention then to make any alteration in the 
scope of the Conference as su~gested by the 
Advisory Committee. The resolutions of the 
Advisor{ Committee and the recommenda
tions o the Advisory Committee were ap
proved 1n b/o(, The wording of the sixth resolu
tion of the Assembly somewhat altered the 
arrangement of the words, but I am quite sure 
that there was no intention of changing the 
sense. Had there been such an Intention, It 
would have been clearly set out. 

A change was su~gested by the As~embly 
in the composition of the Conference and that 
change is expressly mentioned, as you know, 
in the Assembly resolution. 

There then followed the proceeding!! in the 
Preparatory Committee and the Advisory Com
mittee this year. I think the members of thc~se 
Committees will agree with me that the whole 
of their work was concentrated on producing 
a scheme for limiting the manufacture of the 
drugs and the production of the raw material 
for export. I need only refer to the British 
scheme, which is appended to the report of the 
Preparatory Committee, to &how what, in the 
mind of the British Government at any rate, 
was understood to be the scope of the Confe
rence. 

I have said all this in order to make it clear 
to the Conference that there has been a definite 
impression or understanding on the part of 
certain Governments represented here - ancP 
some of the Governments most interested in the 
matter - in regard to this question. In par
ticular, my own Government believed that this 
matter was outside the scope of the Confe· 
renee. It ha~ had no notice that the question 
was going to be raised ; it bas accordingly had 
no opportunity of considering the question or 
of givmg me any instructions in re~ard to it. 

We all know that the question 1s one about 
which there has been much controversy and • 
on which very different opinions are enter
tained, both by medical men and others. If it 
bad been understood that it was going to be 
discussed, my Government would certainly 
have had to considec its position very carefully 
and to consult with the Government of India 
on the subject. Neither Great Britain nor any 
of its Dominions, apart from the Dominion of 
India, are, as you know, countries which pro
duce either raw opium or the coca leaf, but such 
a proposal as has been put forward now does, 
of course, interest the British Government very 
closely, and as I say, it would have had to consi
der the matter very carefully. It has not been able 



and I am here without any a~thor~ty 
to do so~ ·n re ard to the matter. I lmagme 
!~a~ef~!~~t~ust t! ?t.her delegations here who 
are in the same pos1t10n. . . d h 

In these circumstances, my poSJtJOn an t e 
osition of other delegations being what t.he.y 

fre, I wish to ask the Conference whether ~~ IS 
real! uite reasonable to ask us to deal With 
this >:n~tter at this Conference. I have ~eard 
it asked, "Why not discuss the questJon ? 
This is a world-Conference. The experts of 
the different countries are here. Why not hear 

' what they have to say ?" . . ... 
1 am not quite sure what IS meai?t by dls

l ussion". Is it merely that the delegations should 
state their views and experiences ? Personally, 
i should be very much interested to hear ~he 
grounds on which the United State~ delegation 
bases its proposal .as reg~r~s domestic consump
tion- in India, Pers1a, BohVJa and elsewhere, and 
the manner in which it would propose that the 
habits of centuries should be stamped o~1t. I 
imagine also, though I have ~o authonty ~o 
speak for it, that the del.egahon .from In~a 
would be quite ready to g1ve any mformahon 
the Conference may desire with regard to the 
position in. India. But is it going to be worth 
while ? 

Government have been doing on this question 
of the limitation of manufacture for the last 
two or three years. _ 

I believe there is so large a measure of agree
ment in this Conference on the limitation, at 
any rate, of the manufacture of the drug~, that .it 
is possible to get an agreement wh1ch '!"111 
mark a most important advance. But I fear 
that, if this other subject is raised, which is a 
controversial subject, on which some of the 
Governments most interested are not prepared 
at the moment to come to any decision, we run 
the risk of losing everything. 

We all know the old fable of ..Esop about 
the dog which had a leg of mutton in his mouth 
and which saw in a reflection in the water 
another dog with another leg of mutton in his 
mouth, and thereupon dropped his leg of mut
ton in order to secure that of the other dog. 
Shall we not be in much the same position if, 
having got something within our grasp, we let 
it go in order to reach out for something which, 
I am afraid, we cannot possibly attain at this 
Conference ? (Applause.) 

The President, : 
Translation : I call upon M. van Wettum, 

delegate of the Netherlands, to address the Con
ference. We are not an academic debating society but 

a Conference assembled to conclude an inter-
national Convention. Will such a discussion M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
really get us any further ? May it not in fact As regards the proposal of the delegation of 
do positive h.arm. by shortening the time at ~mr the United States to limit the production of 
disposal, wh1ch IS none too long for reachmg raw opium and coca leaves, so that there will 
a settlement on the big questions included in he no surplus available for purposes not strictly 
the agenda, and possibly by producing a contro- medical or scientific, I have to point out that 
versial atmosphere which may rendt>r the con- the invitation of the Council of the League is 
elusion of agreements, already difficult enough, far more limited, as it concerns only a limitation 
much more difficult. of production for export. These words "for 

If, on the other hand, by "discussion" is meant export" have been omitted in the United States 
negotiation, what can the Conference, I ask, proposal, by which fact the Conference, in con
usefully do ?· This is a matter which prima- sidering this proposal, would enlarge its ori
rily concerns the producing countries. The ginally intended scope to such an extent as to 
solution rests with them. Unless they can agree make it impossible for me to express an 
we can get no result. We know that India opinion on the matter. 
cannot here and now change her policy. We As a member of the Advisorv Committee, I 
have had before us the Persian memorandum, have myself proposed to extend the Hague 
which is not very much more hopeful. We Convention so as to cover the control of the 
have heard from the Bolivian delegate that export of coca leaves and the Governments 
he cannot agree to the prohibition·of the domes- ret>resented here may rest assured that no Java 
\ic use of the coca leaf in Bolivia. Peru is not leaf will be exported into their territories unless 
here. Is it too much to say that an agreement an import certificate has been previously issued 
on this matter is not within sight ? by them. 

It has been said that individual Governments We cannot, however, limit in Java the grow-
may attach reservations, but on this point ing of coca-shrubs, which are used by the 
reservations mean failure. As I have said natives as hedges and the leaves of which are 
more than once, unless an agreement can be never used or exported. 1\Iy Government was 
re:'-ched. between all the manufacturing conn- not and could not be aware that the question 
tnes With regard to the limitation of the of limitation of production of coca leaves would 
m:'-nuf~cture, or bet wee~ a~! the producing coun- come up at this Conference in this form: 
t~es With regard to the hm1tation of the produc- As regards the question of the limitation of raw 
i10n of the raw material, we have in effect failed. opium, there is a similar difference between 

Bishop Btel\.t referred the other day to the invitation of the Council of the League and 
vested interests and bureaucrats. I personally the American proposal, as the latter disregards 
do not repres~nt any vested interest, and though the words "for export", which figure in the said 
I am an offic1al I do not think I am a bureau- invitation. I entirely support Sir Malcolm 
crat. Those who have worked with ine on the Delevingne's statement that the understanding 
Opium Advisory Committee and the Prepara- on the part of a number of members of theAdvi
tory Committee will, I venture to say, not sory Committee, amongst whom I may mention 
!1-ccuse me of an:y want ~f interest or sympathy myself, was that this question would not be 
1D regard to. th1s question of suppressing the raised at this Conference. As regards what 
~~use of op111TI? an~ the dru?s. I am afraid, passed during the fifth session of the Advisory 
th:eyer, that,. If th1s matter 1s raised, we run Committee, as regards the express reservation 
that nsk hf los.mg the results of all. the work 1 of India made and accepted _on that oc~as~on, 

we ere m Europe and the Umted States and also ·as regards the wordmg of the tnVJta-



tion of the Council, mv Government has not 
in preparing for this -Conference, considered 
the possibility of the question of raw opium 
coming up in this form. I have therefore no 
instructions on this point and am not able to 
express an opinion on the matter. 

As to the second part of the American proposal 
in . which an exception is made for prepared 
op1um, I want to ask for an explanation from 
the delegation of the United States whether 
the words "Chapter II of this Convention" 
refer to the Convention of I912. 

In conclusion, I desire to express the hope 
that !he interpretation given by Sir Malcolm 
Delevmgne to the proposal of the United States 
may prove to be the right one, as in that case 
the Conference, in my opinion, will have found 
the solution of the controversy which has arisen 
and which threatens thE' success of our work. 

The Preeiden\ : 
Translation : I call upon M. Sugimura, dele

gate of Japan, to address the Confe1enre. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and gen

tlem~n - The Conference d'!cided last Friday 
that 1t was competent to deal with Article 9 -
A of the American scheme, so that I cannot 
see why there should ·be such a heated discus
sion on Article I. It is quite true that the prohi
bition of the manufacture and distribution of 
heroin is not expressly mentioned in the Ame
rican suggestions, but the Conference decided 
that it could discuss it, as heroin occupied an 
important place among dangerous drugs and 
was therefore deserving of our attention. The 
question of competence is fundamental and 
the Japanese delegation desires again to make 
its point of view on this matter petfectly 
clear. 

It was perhaps a mistake to embark on long 
discussions regarding the strictly legal compe
tence of the Conference, for our duty is rather 
to carry out the task imposed upon us by con
siderations of a humanitarian order. It is in 
pursuit of a regular crusade against dangerous 
drugs that all these eminent delegates a1e met 
here under the auspices of the League. En
lightened public opinion throughout the world 
expects something more from us than long dis
cussions on legal points. It expects of us a 
work of humanity, justice and philanthropy. 

This obviou~>ly does not prevent us from deal
ing with the legal side of the question. That 
aspect of the matter is also included in the 
invitation addressed by the Secretary-General 
of the League to the various Governments. 
The purpose of the Second Conference is stated 
in Resolution VI adopted by the fourth Assem
bly regarding the traffic in opium and other 
dangerous drugs. For all the delegates assem
bled here, this resolution is the only document 
defining the limits of our work. 

The preparatory documents and private con
versations have perhaps a Ct'rtain historical 
value. But the majority of the Governments, 
which did not take part in these conversations 
and did not collaborate in the preparation of 
these documents, cannot regard themselves as 
absolutely bound by them. 

According to the Sixth Resolution. to which 
I have just referred, the Conference has a dual 
purpose : 

. I. To give effect to the principles sub
mitted by the representatives of the United 
States of America ; 

2. To give effect to the policy adopted 
by the League of Nations on the reeommen
dation of the Advisory Committee. 

As regards the first point, the American prin
ciples set forth on page 202 of the Minutt's of 
the Fifth Session of thE' Advisorv Committee are 
as follows ': · 

(11) "It must be reco~:nised that the use 
of opium products for other than medicinal 
and scientific purpost's is an abuse and not 
legitimatE'." . 

(b) "In order to prevent the abuse of 
these drugs, it is nect'ssary to exercise thl' 
control of the production of raw opium in 
such a manner that there will be no !lllr
plus available for non-medicinal and non· 
scientific purposes." 

. I need not enumerate the Advisory Commit
tee's recommendations, as you have them before 
you. 
. I propose now to enter into an exhaustive expla· 
nation o.f my point of view as regard~ the com
petence of the Conference and Artirle I of the 
American suggestion!!. 

I. Paragraph 2 of Article 1 1\1\YII expressly 
"the control of the production of raw opium''. 
This question is therefore quite within our com
petence, and there can be no doubt on the 
point. 

2. As regards the distribution of raw opium, 
tht>re is no express mention in the Amt'rican sug
gestions. But when mea~urt's are taken, from an 
international point of view, to limit rroduetion, 
this necessarily involves the questiOn of thE' 
control of production for export, which leads 
on to the problem of di~tribution. If there is 
any doubt, it is onlr nec-essary to refrr to 
paragraphs I and 2 o Part I of the Advisory 
Committee's project, which deal with thlll 
matter. 

3· Coca leaves are referred to indirectly 
and by implication in the Preamble to the 
American suggestion'!, and Part I, paragraphs 1 
and 2, of the Advisory Committee's projec~ 
deal expressly with this question. Such being 
the case, there is no reason for not discussing 
it. 

Throughout our discussions, we must con· 
stantly bear in mind the fact that the question of 
drugs forms one indivisible whole. If we prevent 
victims of opium from obtaining this drug, but 
do not protect them against others, they will 
simply turn to some different narcotic. Instead 
of opium they will take morphine, and instead 
of morphine heroin, etc., etc. • 

If our Conference is to arrive at really satis
factory results, we must try to provide against 
every possible mean~ by which this evil could 
re-invade the moral system. We must ensure 
that, after ha\ing dealt with one danger, another 
one, equally dangerous, shall not c-onfront us. 
This does not mean, however, that all our dis· 
cussions are to result in an international ({)n
\'ention between the Powers concerned. I 
should consider it a happy omen for the future 
if we could now lay the foundations of an agree
ment and thus proceed one step along the road 
towards our ultimate aim - the liberation of 
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humanity, for all time, from the scourge of 
dangerous drugs. · · t 

In days gone by, when science was m I s 
infancy and the human race was uncorrupt~d, 
religion, morality and law wer~ one, workmg 
for the betterment of humamty. But now, 
unhappily they are divided and law appears 
to shun r<;ligion and to be indi.ffer~nt to moral
ity. If the dignity of hum~n h~e IS !O .be pro
tected, if justice is to be mamtamed m mterna
tional relations, these three great forces must 
unite -the need is greater. than e~er. A law 

' not based on religion, an mternat.JO~al ag;ee
mcnt not founded on a moral pnnc1ple, IS a 
mere soulless creation. We are all met here, 
engaged in a holy war, but we can never hope 
for victory unless we rely on the great moral !1-nd 
religious forces which alone make conquest JUSt 
and permanent. (Applause.) 

r 
The Preeldent : 
Translation : I call upon Dr. Chodzko, dele

gate of Poland, to addrl'ss the Conference. 

Dr. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translatio11 : Mr. President, ladies and gen

tlemen -At our last meeting we were witnesses, 
silent, but not unmoved, of a contest in which 
one side revealed to us the great purpose of 
our Conference, calling for liberty of discussion 
and a clear statement of views, while the other en
deavoured to seek refuge in purely formal argu
ments, without succeeding, however, in proving 
the soundness of its standpoint, and contended 
that we had no right to discuss the question of 
the abuse of drugs in all its bearings. 

I propose, without going into the reasons 
which prompted this determined opposition to 
the freedom of our debates, to deal with the 
main arguments upon which it is based. 

The chief point brought forward by the two 
delegates of India· was that this Conference 
had to discuss a certain programme of work 
and that it might not exceed the narrow limits 
laid down in that programme. I do not .think 
that they have read the documents submitted 
to us with sufficient care. 

Our Conference, which is called the Second 
Opium Conference ( I do not think the word 
"Second" is appropriate, since the present Con
f~rence is the only one which has brought to
gether all the nations concerned, and the only 
one that can be called international in the widest 
sense), was convened in virtue of an official docu
ment of the League entitled "Invitation to 
Second Opium Conference". This document, 
then, to use the apt expression employed by the 
Czechoslovak delegate, M. Veverka, is the 
Charter of our Conference. 

It states that the essential object of the pre
sen.t Conference is set forth in the Sixth Reso
l'uhon of the fourth Assembly of the League a 
copy of which was addressed to you for p~r
poses of reference. It was on the basis of this 

, resolution, therefore, that the programme of the 
Conference had to be drawn up. This task 
was entrusted by the Council of the League 
to the Preparatory Committee appointed by the 
Opium Advisory Committee. 

And what happened, as we read in the official 
Leag~~.doc~1ment, A. 32. Iy24. XI, page 2, was 
that, .1n View of the fact that the Preparatory 
Comm1ttee had not been able to present one ge
neral pla!lforthe consideration oft he Second Con
ference, 1t was decided, on the proposal of Mrs. 

Hamilton Wright (i.e. of a Uni~ed States repre
sentative), that a Sub-Committee ...... should 
try once more to prepare a draft programme 
for that Conference". It may readily be ima
gined that Mrs. Hamilton Wright's task on the 
Advisory Committee was not an easy one. 

A special Sub-Committee then made a fresh 
effort to draw up a programme, but the conclu
sions of this Sub-Committee doubtless ap
peared unsatisfactory to the Adviso~y Com
mittee, as the latter felt unable to descnbe them 
as the "programme" of the Second Conference. 

Instead, it adopted, with comprehensible 
modesty, the following resolution : 

"The Advisory Committee decides to 
transmit to the Council and to the Govern
ments summoned to the Second Interna
tional Conference, as a supplement to the 
report of the Preparatory Committee, the 
series of measures attached hereto (An
nexes I and 2), which, in the opinion of 
the Advisory Committee, furnish a satis
factory basis for the work of the Confe
rence and may prepare the way for a final 
agreement." 

You see the immense distance which sepa
rates this modest "series of measures" which, 
in the opinion of the Advisory Committee, 
"furnish a satisfactory basis for the work of the 
Conference" from what the delegates for India 
describe with exaggerated emphasis as the only 
authorised programme of an International Con
ference of the scope of the present one. · 

It is in virtue of this unfortunate "series of 
measures", the very wording of which gives 
rise to objections on the part of those members · 
of the Advisory Committee who assisted in 
drawing them up, that we are asked to keep 
silent. Even Mrs. Hamilton Wright, whose 
intervention saved the work of the Prepara
tory Committee from certain and lamentable 
failure, is not to be allowed to speak. Can we 
regard ourselves as bound by a document 
which even its authors dare not call a definite 
programma ? But there Is another asptct of 
the question - a consideration which will 
prove beyond doubt that the document sub
mitted to our Conference by the Preparatory 
Committee does not possess the authority of a 
programme- especially when we come to con
sider how far the Preparatory Committee has 
accomplished the task entrusted to it at the 
request of the Council of the League. 

As I have already pointed out, the special 
purpose of our Conference is set forth, in the 
opinion of the Council itself, in the Sixth Resolu
tion of the fourth Assembly, which is annexed 
to the official invitation addressed to the Govern-
ments. . 

Let us read carefully this document, which is 
of such importance from our point of view. 
If you look at Assembly Resolution VI, you 
will see that it is composed of two parts. 

In the first part, the fourth Assembly notes 
that the Advisory Committee has reported that 
the information available makes it possible for 
the Governments concerned to examine, with 
a view to the conclusion of an agreement, 
"the following questions : 

I. The limitation of the amounts of 
certain drugs to be manufactured ; 

2. The limitation of the amounts of raw 
opium and the coca leaf to be imported ; 
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3· The limitation of the production of 
raw opium and the coca leaf for export to 
the amount required for medicinal and 
scientific purposes. 

If we come to analyse the text of the first 
part of the Sixth Resolution, we find simplv 
that the Advisory Committee thinks that it Is 
in possession of information, which might be 
of use to our Conference, with regard to the 
questions enumerated. It is a mere statement ; 
it does not exclude anything or prevent deleaa
tions in p05session of information concerning 
other questions in this domain from laying surh 
information before the Conference. I think 
that this was the view held by our President when 
he drew our attention,at one of our first meet
ings, to the suggestions of the trnited States 
and other delegations. 

After this statement of fact, the Assemblv 
resolution, in the second part, ~ives us clea"r 
directions as to the line we should follow when 
examining the questions enumerated in the first 
part. It is expresslv stated in the text of the 
resolution that these questions shall be exa
mined "a.-; a means of giving effect to the prin
ciples submitted by the representatives of the 
United States of America". This passage means 
that the principles by which we are to be guided 
in our work are those formulated by the enited 
States delegation. . 

But how is it possible for us to respond to the 
Assembly's appeal if those very principles, 
which have been recommended to use as a 
guide, cannot be discussed by this Conference ? 

If, according to Mr. Campbell's interpreta
tion, the latter part of the resolution, which 
speaks of giving effect to "the policy which the 
League, on the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee, has adopted", means that the 
principles submitted by the United States can
not be discussed, then one must suppose that 
it wall the deliberate intention of the Assembly 
to nullify th~ part of the Sixth Resolution rela
ting to the position of the United States repre
sentative at our Conference - a state of affairs 
which is impossible and inadmissible as regard .. 
both the Council and the Assembly of the League, 
since the only policy which can be followed 
by the League in matters relating to opium is 
the one adopted by the United States delega
tion, the only just one and the one which is in 
keeping with the spirit of the Covenant. Ac
cording to the Sixth Resolution, therefore, we 
must be guided in our work by the principles 
submitted by the United States delegation. 

The delegate for India might object that this 
is my own personal interpretation of the Council 
document. I think, however, that, as a pleni
potentiary, I am fully entitled to my own 
interpretation of the document upon which my 
work is to be based and that our Conference 
is free to interpret that document as it think<; 
fit. I declare that there is no authority in the 
world that can deprive of this right an interna
tional Assembly of plenipotentiaries. 

I think that the misunderstanding in which 
we are still involved is due to the indisputable 

. fact that the Preparatory· Committee did not 
deal sufficiently fully with all the aspects of 
the Sixth Resolution of the Assembly, and did 
not adequately carry out its duties towards 
the Council or the Assembly. 

To take just one example, I would ask you 

to refer to Document A. Jl, and to read through 
Parts I, II and III of Annex I (pp. s. 6 and 7), 
comparing the text with that of As.'\l'mbly 
Resolution VI. 

You will see that Part I relates to manufac
tured dr~gs and part II to import and export 
licences. These two parts might be regarded 
as corresponding roughly to the first and second 
~ints in the first part of the Assembly Resolu
tion VI, but I would ask what mention 
t_he~ i~ by the Preparatorr Committee of the 
llm1tatlon of the production of raw opium 
and coca leaves- an important question involv
ing the control of production and one which • 
was referred to by the Assembly ? 

What measures has the Preparatory Com
mittee proposed in this connection ? It would be 
an idle task to look for a reply in the conclu
sions submitted by that Committee. We are 
entitled to ask the reason for this omission, 
to ask by what right it has left undone a t.sk 
expressly entrusted to it under the terms of 
the Sixth Resolution of the A!lsembly. 

MoreovPr, even if we admit the v1ew of the 
delegates of India, if we agree to take the Pre· 
paratory Committee's conclusions as the sole 
basis for the work of our Conference, we must 
none the less record the fact that this "pro· 
grammt" is incomplete through the fault of the 
Preparatory Committee. It is our duty to 
supplement it as we think fit. 

I must apologise for having taken up so mu~h 
of your time, but would ask you, in conclusion, 
to allow me to comment on some of the other 
arguments submitted by the delegates of India. 
Mr. Campbell appears to attach great impor· 
tance to what he calls fact!!, namely, the conver· 
sations held and the letters exchanged between 
members of the Advisory Committee in the 
course of its fifth sellsion. I think that I shall 
be expressing the views of the majority of my 
colleagues here when I derlare that these let
ters and these interviews - whether they took 
place before or after lunch - do not affect us 
as members of an International Confcrenct'. 

Even if we examine in ddail the document 
referred to by Mr. Campbell, the Minutes of the 
Fifth Ses~ion of the Opium Advisory Committee 
(pages 118 and 1 ICJ), we have the definite imprrs
sJon that the American representatives present 
at' that session made every effort to arrive at an 
agreement - and that .1\lr. Campbell associate"
himself with the resolution passed. It is ob
vious that if a unanimous agreement has been 
reached in any Assembly (as Mr. Campbell 
himself emphasised), it 111 inadmissible that 
one of the parties to the agreement should still 
make reservations. If we consult the docu· 
ment referred to, we find, on page 119, after 
the resolutions unanimously adopted (page uS), 
the words : 

"Reservation by the repr~sentative of • 
the Government of India : 

"The use of raw opium, according to the 
established practice in India, and its pro
duction for such use are not illegitimate 
under the Convention." 

Can this be called a unanimous agreement 
when the very principle underlying the agree
ment is nullified by a reservation ? 

Again, among the minor arguments sub· 
mitted by the delegates for India, there is one 
which strikes me particularly and about which 
I feel bound to speak. 
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Mr. Campbell, when recommending the un~e
stricted use of o_Pium b~ th~ people of India~ 

uoted the opimon of His Highness the M~ha 
ia·ah of Nawanagar. according to .w~om opmm 
is )regarded in India a~ a houseWI~e s remedy, 
a domestic remedy, wh1ch has no 11.1 effects on 
the health or well-being of the native popula
tion. I think that, if Mr. Campbell wanted 
to start a medical discussion o.n the effects of 
opium, he should quote med1cal experts -
among who~ His Hif!hness the Maharajah could 
not, I imagme, be mcluded .. In any c~se, I 
reserve the right to take part m su<;h a dJs~us
sion, which would, no doubt, be most mteresh!lg. 

I also wish to make a few remarks regardmg 
the speech of the British delegate •. who a.dvocat~s 
the semi-medical use of drugs m India. Thts 
question is also open to discussion, and ought 
I think to be left to medical experts, the only 
persons' who are competent to deal with it. 
In• any case, independent medical opinion is 
unanimous in the matter. 

I might mention a further fact which appears 
to me to be of some importance. India, as 
you know, is not t~e only centre for ~~e pro
duction of raw opmm. Large quantities are 
produced in Persia, Turkey, China, Indo
China, etc. None of the delegates of these 
countries have asked us to refrain from discuss·· 
ing the opium question iu all its aspects -
quite the contrary, as may be seen from the 
excellent report on Persian opium submitted by 
the Persian delegation, in which the present 
position is described with the utmost frankness 
and sincerity and in which the firm intention is 
manifested to put a stop to the abuse of opium 
in Persia. It is clear that justice and equity 
alike preclude any country represented at this 
Conference from laying claim to a privilege 
which other countries in the same position have 
abandoned. 

The arguments brought forward by the 
Indian delegation have not caused me to change 
my opinion, and I have the honour, therefore, 
in the name of the Polish Government, to give 
my full support to the proposal of the United 
~tates delegation that Article I of the American 
suggestions be referred to the First CCimmittee 
of the Conference. 

It goes without saying that the Polish dele
gation would welcome any agreement that could 
.b.e reached between the United States delega
t~on and the delegation for India. I am autho
nsed to state that the Senate of the Free City 
of Danzig is in entire agreement with the views 
of the Polish Government. 

The Preelden~ : 
T~anslation : There are still three speakers on 

my hst and there will probably be others. I myself 
pro~ose, at the close of the discussion, to sum
mariSe the statements of the different speakers 

' h • so t at we shall have to devote some consi-
derable time to the discussion of the question 
now before the plenary meeting. I propose, 
the~fore, that we adjourn at I o'clock and meet 

. agam at 3.30 p.m. 
The Bolivian and Chinese delegates are down 

to speak. The Bolivian delegate should speak 
first, but I suggest, if he will allow me that in 
order to give the interpreter a rest, i sho~ld 
call first upon M. Sze. 

M. Bze (China) : 
Mr. President, members of the Conference-

J want first of all to thank the delegate of 
Bohvia for his courtesy in allowing me to speak 
before him. · 

The paper that I am about to read to you Wa'l 
prepared yeste!day before I had had the adva~
tage of listemng to the speeches made this 
morning; therefore, I do not propose to touch 
upon these recent speeches except to say one 
or two words of appreciation in respect of one 
or two of the speakers. 

I want to tell you all that I have always 
believed in the sincerity of the distinguished 
delegate of the British Empire. I have been 
associated with him in the First Conference. 
I need only remind you that he was the author 
of the programme for that Conference. I have 
followed him most closely and have seen how 
he tried to put through the programme which 
he proposed. For that very reason I asked 
him, begged him, implored him again and again, 
in the First Conference to get his programme 
through and, if possible, to get through more 
than he had proposed to the Advisory Com
mittee. 

. As to the remarks made by the delegate for 
the Netherlands, I noticed that he emphasised 
his point regarding opium for export. In dis
cussing the question of opium for export, it will 
be difficult not to touch upon one or two aspects 
of opium declared and even certified for domestic 
use only. We all know that some of the opium 
imported into the Far Eastern territories and 
possessions of the European Powers for local 
consumption has found channels by which to 
leave such territories and possessions and go 
to other countries. The memorandum of the 
Persian delegation also throws considerable 
interesting light on opium exported from a 
neighbouring country which should never have 
left the borders of that producing country. 

I fully subscribe to the principle that nations 
assembled in a Conference should not attempt 
to dictate to one of their members the domestic 
policies it should pursue. Especially in the 
case of India, as we were told by its distinguished 
delegate in the First Opium Conference, the 
Government operates under the peculiar 
disadvantage that such efforts as it might be 
disposed to make to educate its subjects regard
ing the evils of the misuse of opium would be 
worse than futile. He quoted as an instance -
an instance which was within his personal and 
official knowledge-the experience of his Govern
ment at a time when plague was raging. The 
people were exhorted by the Government to 
take preventive measures and they refused 
to do so. When, however, the Government 
ceased its efforts, the people themselves, feeling 
that they were acting without governmental 
compulsion, at once took action to free them
selves from the scourge from which they were 
suffering. 

While thus agreeing with the distinguished 
delegate of India that a country must determine 
for itself what is feasible and desirable for it 
to do in regard to the production and use of 
opium, I am not able to agree with him, but, 
rather, must agree with the views of the dele
gation of the United States of America, that, 
when an International Conference is considering 
a matter of world-wide importance, it is proper 
that it should examine that matter in all its 
aspects, even though, incidentally, it becomes 
necessary to consider conditions in a particular 
country, provided, of course, that that consi-
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deration is controlled by a spirit of friendli
ness and fairness. 

In the First Conference the distinguished dele
gate of the Government of India did not ht>si
tate - indeed, he seemed to show at times even 
an eagerness- to animadvert upon conditions 
i~ my own country. To this I raised no objec
tion save when I thought that he had bet>n mis
led, by a too credulous mind, to accept as true 
statements for which, in fact, there was no 
adequate supporting evidence. 

It seems to me that, as was said by the 
distinguished first delegate of the United StatE's 
of America, the Indian Government should 
not be too apprehensive of what may be the 
outcome of a discussion regarding the yossi
bility of so limiting the production o the 
world's opium as to leave no surplus for other 
than strictly medicinal and scit>ntific uses. 
Should the Conference, as a result of that .dis
cussion, embody in the Convention which it 
drafts proposals which are not acceptable to 
the Indian Government, that Government can, 
by express reservations, relieve itself from 
obligation to enforce them within its own juris
diction. 

It is a strange proposition that a single parti· 
cipating Government may demand that an 
International Conference shall exclude from its 
consideration a subject of general and great 
importance simply because that Government 
fears that, incidentally, references may be made 
to conditions of fact existing within its territo· 
ries and because it is apprehensive that agree
ments may be reached by the other Powers 
to which it may have to make reservations. 

As regards technical questions regarding the 
competence of this Conference, I have no desire 
to speak at length. The issue has been some
what confused by the allegation upon the part 
of the distinguished first delegate of the Govern
ment of India of an understanding, based, in 
part at least, upon unrecorded events and upon 
his personal interpretation of them, that the 
proposition contained in Article I of the American 
delegation's draft would not be presented to 
this Conference by that delegation. 

It seems, however, from the statement made 
by the American delegation that there was no 
such understanding. At any rate, this side 
issue is of no importance to the Conference, for, 
even had such an understanding existed be· 
tween the representatives of the American and 
Indian Governments, it would still be within 
the right of any other Government represented 
at this Conference to make the same proposal as 
that which the American delegation has made 
in Article I of its programme. 

This, then, brings us back to the real question 
of what may be termed the constitutional com
petence of this Conference,. and this question is 
a very simple one. The Conference, as is ad
mitted by all, derives its competence from the 
invitation that called it into being. That in
vitation was issued by the League of Nations in 
pursuance of a resolution adopted on September 
27th, I923, which stated that the Conference 
should be called to devise measures to be taken 
"as a means of giving effect to the principles 
submitted by the representatives of the United 
States of America and to the policy which the 
League, on the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee, has adopted". These American 
proposals, which the Assembly of the League 
itself denominates as "principlE's", although 

the first dell'gate of the Government of India 
objects to the term, statE', in so many words, 
that, if the purpose of the Hague Convention is 
to be achieved according to its spirit and true 
intent, the use of opium products for other than 
medicinal and scienti fie purposE's is an abuse and 
is not legitimate, and that, if this abu~e and 
illegitimate use is to be prevented, the produc
tion of raw opium must be so controlled that 
there will be no surplus available for non-medi
cinal and non-scienti fie purposes. • 

It has been said that it was not within the 
jurisdiction of the Advisory Committee, not 
even of the league itself, to construe the mean
ing of the Hague Convention. This is truu 
in the sense that noither the Advisory Com
mittee nor the League can give to the Hague 
Convention a construction that will legally 
determine the obligations under it of th~Powl'rs 
signatory to it. But it was fully within the 
compl'tence of the Advisory Committee of thl• 
League and of the league itsdf to announce to 
the world what was its own construction of the 
purpose of the Hague Convention, and, In th~ 
light of that construction, to invite the nations 
of the world to meet again in order to agree, 
by common action, upon means, further than 
those already in operation, for realising the 
aims thus declared. 

The nature of this Conference or of its com· 
petence would not have been changed if the 
League had simply affirmed, without reference 
to the Hague Convention, that the use of 
opium products for other than medicinal and 
scientific purposes is an abuse and that, for 
the correction of that abuse, it seemed to the 
League that the production of opium should 
be so controlled that there would be no surplus 
available for non-medicinal and non-scientific 
purposes, and that, based upon that proposal, 
the Powers should assemble in order to deter
mine concerted means for giving effect to it .. 

The honourable delegate of the Government 
of India has called attention to the fact that, 
in the Advisory Committee, at the time the 
American proposals were accepted, he made the 
reservation that the use of raw opium accord
ing to established practice in India, and its 
production for such use, were not to be dremed 
illegitimate under the Hague Convention. 

No reference is made in the resolutions adopted 
by the Assembly of the League to this rescr· 
vation, but, whatever significance, little or 
great, may be attached to this omission, it i!l 
to be observed that the reservation in question 
has, by its very terms, no further force than to 
assert that the established use of opium in 
India, and its production for that use, do not 
come under the ban of the Hague Convention. The 
reservation does not assert that the established 
use of opium in India is legitimate in• thP. 
broader and intrinsic sense of being physically 
and morally harmless. Despite the world's me· 
dical and scienti fie opinion, the Indian Govern
ment may maintain that, as used in India, opium 
is thus harmless, but this proposal is not con
tained in the reservation made by the Indian 
representative h1 the Advisory Committee. 

In June I921, upon the motion of the re
presentative of the Republic of China, Dr. 
Wellington Koo, the Council of the League of 
Nations resolved : 

"That, in view of the world-wide interest 
in the attitude of the League toward the 
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opium question, and of the general desir~ to 
reduce and restrict the cultivation and pro
duction of opium to strictly medicinal and 
scientific purposes, the Advisory Committee 
on Traffic in Opium be requested to consi
der and report, at its next meeting, on the 
possibility. of instituting an enquiry to de
termine approximately the average require
ments of raw and prepared opium specified 
in Chapters I and II of the [Hague] Con-

• vent ion for medical and sci~nti fie purposes 
in different countrjes." 

In view, then, of th.is resolution, proposed by 
the representative of China more than three 
years ago and adopted by. the Council, and in 

view of what I have just now had occasion to 
say, the Chinese delegation to this Conference 
declares that it supports the proposition that 
this Conference is competent to discuss and act 
upon the proposal contained in Article I of the 
American programme, and is, therefore, pre
pared to support the motion made by Mr. 
Porter that this proposal be referred to the First 
Committee . 

The President : 
Translation : The meeting is now adjourned. 

The next meeting will be held at 3.30 p.m. 

The meeting was adjourned at I. I.) p.m. 
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ENACTMENTOF EFFECTIVE LAWS OR 
REGULATIONS FOR THE CONTROL OF 
THE PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF RAW OPIUM AND COCA LEAVES : 
PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BYTHE DELE
GATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA : CONTINUATION OF THE 
DISCUSSION. 

The President : 
Translation : \Ve will now continue the 

discussion which we began this morning on the 
question of referring the ~roposal subf!Iitted by 
the United States delegation to the F1rst Com
mittee. 

The Bolivian de~egate will address the Confe-
rence. 

M. Arturo Pinto-Eecalier (Bolivia) : 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and gen

tlemen - The proposal of th~ hono~rable Ameri
can delegate raises a question wh1ch, from my 
Government's point of view, can.not be ~11owed 
to pass without comment, notWithstanding the 
respect due to the ideal w.hich inspires the pro
posal - an ideal to wh1ch I Wish. to pay a 
sincere tribute. 

Article I of the American delegation's sugges
tions appears, both as regards raw opium and 
coca leaves, to take account only of medical 
and scienti fie uses. 

I think that I dwelt sufficiently in my first 
statement to the Conference on the use to which 
coca leaves are put by a large number of Boli
vian natives without their acquiring a "per
nicious habit" which, if I rightly understand 
the spirit of Article 14 of the American sugges
tions, is taken to be one of the characteristics 
of addiction to drugs. I think therefore that, 
so far as coca leaves are concerned, experience 
should be taken as a guide. 

I may add that, judging by enquiries which 
have been addressed to me by some of my 
honourable co1leagues, the question of the mas
tication of coca leaf does not yet appear to be 
sufficiently understood. 

I do not want a problem to which my country 
attaches such great importance to be settled 
until an possible steps have been taken to• 
investigate it and to arrive at an equitable 
solution. 

For this reason, without raising the question 
of the Conference's competence, I wish to make 
the most express reservations, and I maintain my 
Government's point of view as set forth in my 
previous statement. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : I call upon the Hon. Stephen 

G. Porter, delegate of the United States of 
America, to address the Conference. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen,- I shall 
detain you but a moment because it seems to us 
that we have gone far afield in this debate. 
The question before the Conference is not 
one of the merits of Article I and it is not a 
question of amending it. It is a very simfle 
question : Will the Conference consider it 
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ln this connection, l do not _think ~~ w~uld be 
out of place to read the motion which IS now 
pending : · 

"On behalf of the delegation of the 
United States of America, I hereby pres~nt 
for consideration by the Confere~ce Article 
z of the suggestions of the Umted States 
of America, which reads a~ follows : 

'The Contracting Parties shall enact 
effective laws or regulations for the control 
of the production and distribution of ra.w 
opium and coca leaves so that there Will 
be no surplus available for purposes not 
strictly medical or scientific'." 

Then follows a limitation in regard to prepared 
opium and we move that _it be .referred to the 
First Committee for cons1derat10n. The only 
question therefore before the Conference is _the 
question of whether or not th~ Conference desires 
to ,.:onsider that phase of this matter. It may 
not be out of place - perhaps it will aid us 
in reaching a sound conclusion - to recite a 
few of the facts leading up to this situation. 

Under the Covenant of the League of Nations 
certain powers are delegated to the League in 
reference to the traffic in opium and other dan
gerous drugs, and the League is given power 
in connection with the execution of the Hague 
Opium Convention. In the discharge of that 
duty, the League organised the Opium Advisory 
Committee and many Sub-Committees. I am 
only too happy to state that all of those con
nected with the League have earnestly and sin
cerely attempted to find a solution for this most 
perplexing problem. Many meetings were held 
and many resolutions were passed. On June 
5th, 1923, the Opium Advisory Committee, 
after protracted meetings, adopted a .resolution 
which accepted the construction of the Hague 
Opium Convention which was urged by the 
United States of America. 

The action of the Advisory Committee was 
ratified by the Fifth Committee of the fourth 
Assembly on September 23rd, 1923. It was 
verified by the Assembly in October 1923, 
and the Assembly, being in a sense the Court 
of last resort, its action is really the only one 
before us. 

Then what followed ? There follows the 
invitation to the Conference by the Council, 
:ovhich says : 

"The Council notes the adoption by the 
Assembly of the report and resolutions of 
the Advisory Committee on Traffic in 
Opium and the resolutions of the fourth 
Assembly. It instructs the Secretary-Gene
ral to take . all the ac~ion required by 
these resolutions and decides that the First 
Confer~nce, consisting of countries having 
possessiOns where the smoking of opium is 
continued, should be convened at Geneva 
on the first Monday in November 1924 and 
the Second Conference in Geneva on the 
third Monday in November 1924." 

What further does it say ? The special pur
pose of the Second Conference is set forth in 
Assemb~y Resolution VI. That Assembly 
Resolution VI represents the final action of 
the League of Nations upon this question 
and ~he _Conference is called for the purpose of 
considenng - well, many perhaps know it by 
heart! but perhaps it would do no harm to 
read It now. It says : 

''The Assembly-having noted with satis
faction that, in accordance with the hope 
expressed in the fourth resolution adopted 
by the Assembly in 1922, the Advisory 
Committee has reported that the informa
tion now available makes it possible for the 
Governments concerned to examine, with 
a view to the conclusion of an agreement, 
the question of the limitation of the amounts 
of morphine, heroin or cocaine and their 
respective salts to be manufactured ; of 
the limitation of the amounts of raw 
opium and the coca leaf to be imported 
for that purpose and for other medical 
and scientific purposes ; and of the limita
tion of the production of raw opium and 
the coca leaf for export to the amount 
required for such medicinal and scientific 
purposes requests the Council [and note 
this language] as a means of giving 
effect to the principles submitted by the 
representatives of the United States of 
America, and to the policy which the 
League, on the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee, has adopted, to invite 
the Governments concerned to send their 
representatives with plenipotentiary powers 

· to a Conference for this purpose, to be 
. held, if possible, immediately after the 

Conference mentioned in Resolution V." 

There is the call, and the basis of it is this 
Assembly Resolution VI. It seems too plain 
for argument that Resolution VI is the very 
foundation of our work. · 

The distinguished delegate of the British 
Empire referred to the fable of the dog and the 
leg of mutton. In my humble judgment, the 
leg of mutton in this Conference is this Resolu
tion VI of the Assembly of the League of 
Nations, and if we drop it there will be nothing 
left to work with but the shadow. 

It has been contended that, because the word 
"export" appears in that resolution, our work is 
therefore limited. At the ·first glance, it might 
be subject to that construction, but after a care
full examination of the resolution it will be 
found that the words "for export" do not con- · 
s~itute· a limitation ; they are merely descrip
tive. 

I might repeat what I said on Friday on that 
q,uestion. Resolution VI specifically men
tiOns that the Governments concerned may 
examine, with a view to the conclusion of an 
agreement : (a) the question of the limitation of 
the. amount of morphine, heroin, or cocaine, and 
the1r respective salts, to be manufactured ; 
(b) the limitation of the amounts of raw opium 
and the coca leaf to be imported for that pur
pose and for other medicinal and scientific pur
poses ; (c) the limitation of the production of 
raw opium and the coca leaf for export to the 
amount required for such medicinal and scien
tific purposes. It will be noted, however that 
these questions are to be considered as a ~eans 
of giving effect to the principles submitted by 
the representatives of the United States and to 
the pol~cy which the League, on the recom
mendation of the Advisory Committee, has 
adopted. . 
. Is any argument necessary in order to estab
~sh the ~act that the questions referred to 
m Resol.ut10n VI are merely mentioned by way 

. of d~scnption and not of limitation, or, as the 
President of the Conference pointed out in his 
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opening address with regard to the adoption 
of the agenda, as merely a starting point or 
basis for discussion ? The proposal that a 
Conference composed of representatives v.ith 
full plenipotentiary powers, called to consider 
measures to be adopted as a means of giving 
effect to the United States proposals, does not 
possess the power to examine any question pre
sented which is germane to the general subject 
under discus-sion appears to be untenable. 
Every Government here represented was aware 
of the purpose for .which the Conference was 
called, and it is to be presumed that each dele
gate received instructions co-extensive with the 
terms of the invitation received and accepted. 

In other words, the League of Nations, after 
four or five years of patient study and indus
trious work, called this Conference and asked 
us to consider Assembly Resolution VI. There 
are some things which are too plain for argu
ment, but I might reply with a question : If 
we are not here to consider this resolution, for 
what purpose are we here ? It is the vital 
part of the whole matter. So much for that. 
I consider, Mr. President, that the matter has 
already been decided by the Conference. 

I desire to make it clear that the Government 
of the United States is not the only one which 
interpreted the invitation received from the 
League to mean that proposals for the limita
tion of the world production of opium and 
narcotics to the medicinal and scientific needs 
of the world might properly be considered by 
the present Conference. I refer you to the 
following proposal presented by the Cuban 
Government : 

"Make following proposal regarding prac
tical measures for limiting use narcotics 
and preventing abuse :· World production 
of opium and narcotics should be exactly 
proportionate to requirements of each 
country for medical and scientific purposes 
estimated on a bona-fide basis." 

Turning to the second report of the Business 
Committee (Annex), we find that the Business 
Committee also took cognisance of a number 
of other proposals. The Cuban proposal was 
referred to the First Committee. This proposal, 
providing that the world production of opium 
and narcotics should be exactly proportionate 
to the requirements of each country for medical 
and scientific purposes estimated on a bona
fide basis, does not differ, in principle, from the 
proposal which the delegation of the United 
States has presented. 

The Indian delegation did not see fit to object 
on the grounds of competence to the considera
tion of the proposal presented by Cuba, which 
was referred by the First Committee to Sub
Committee B for discussion. The delegation 
of the United States is ther~fore at a loss to 
understand why the Indian delegation is using 
every means at its disposal toprevent the consi
deration of our proposal, when, as a matter of 
fact, a proposal of a similar nature has properly 
been referred to Sub-Committee B, where it 
will be considered upon its merits. 

As I say, there has been a great deal of debate 
that is not germane to the matter before the 
Conference. The distinguished delegate of the 
British Empire presented a very interesting 
argument, but if you will reflect on it you will 
find that it refers to the merits of the case, 
and we are not considering its merits at the 

present time. He asked me what should be 
done in the case of India. Well, I was over 
here last May for a month and I was back again 
last October for two or three weeks, and I 
know that on every possible occasion, both 
publicly and privately, I stated that the United 
States had no desire whatever to interfere 
v.ith the internal affairs of India or any other 
country. We have nothing to suggest to 
India. It is India's problem ; it is not ours. 
I do hope that that man-of-straw will be ended 
here to-day, because if I had the power I 
would like to take it and bury it in the deepest 
hole in Lake Geneva. 

We have not the least intention - and I 
desire to impress this upon all the delegatl's -
of interfering in any manner, shape or form 
with the internal affrurs of any country. We are 
merely here with a proposal that seems to 
meet with the approval of the majoritY. of •he 
delegates, a proposal that we hope wtll solve 
this great problem. 

I might go further and refer to Persia. I 
am quite sympathetic with Persia as regards her 
present position. She is producing enormous 
quantities of . opium ; her revenues arc low, 
partly as a result of the restrictions which have 
been placed upon her sovereignty. There i~ 
no reason why this Conference cannot reach an 
agreement and allow these three or four or 
five nations that do not feel now that they can 
agree with the principle laid down by the 
League of Nations to make reservations. We 
can then all be good and neighbourly and try 
and help them solve their problems. 

I do not know that I have anything further 
to say on the matter except to repent that the 
problem before us is this : Are we going to 
consider the resolution of the I.eague of Nations, 
which represents the earnest and sincere work 
of, I might say, hundreds of men and women 
during the last three or four rears, or are we 
going to discard it and say that It is unworkable 
or useless ? 

I believe this debate is drawing to a close, 
and I desire at the end of the debate to have a 
roll-call. I make this request for two reasons. 
I want to put •the Government of the United 
States on record as being in favour of this 
resolution. Moreover, I do not ·feel that it 
would be quite right to discard it in the manner• 
which is now being attempted. 

Let me conclude. Much has been said about 
the internal affairs of India, the internal affairs 
of Peru, and Bolivia, and other countries. We 
have no desire to interfere with them at all. 
The only ambition we have, or rather the hope 
we have, and it is a sincere and earnest hope, 
is that we will be in some way helpful to those 
people in solving their great problems. (Applause.) 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : I call upon Prince Arfa-ed

Dowleh, delegate of Persia, to address the Con
ference. 

Prlnc:e Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translatio11 : Mr. President, I desire to 

thank the United States delegate most warmly 
for his_ cordial remarks in regard to Persia. 
In my speeches, in my letters and in my state
ments to the Sub-Committees I have already 
explained several times my Government's view 
on the question with which we are dealing. 
In fact, we declared in our memorandum that 
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Persia was absolutely in agreement with the 
proposal of the United States.· 

But we think that the discussion which has 
now lasted for a fortnight ought to come to 
anend, for it is being asked what we have do~e 
during that time. I think my colleagues. ~111 
agree that the time ha~ com~ to take a dec1~1on 
and to continue the dtscusston on the Umted 
States proposal in order that the producing 
countries may know where they stand. 

M. Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba) : 
Translation : I must apologise for occupying 

your attention for a few minutes, but I feel 
compelled to say a few words in reply to 
Mr. Porter. 

I think that the question of competence is 
clearly before this plenary Conference; we are 
not concerned with anything else. I will not 
go back and examine the history of the events 
which led up to the Sixth Resolution of the 
1923 Assembly, nor will I revert to the invita
tion addressed to the States Members of the 
League or the signatories of the Hague Conven
tion of 1912. These events are known to all 
of us. You have had time to form your own 
opinion and, if the reading of the documents is 
not enough, you have had the brilliant speeches 
of this Conference to help you. 

· Allow me to say that the question appears 
to me to present two aspects: (1) constitutio-
nal ; (2) moral. . 

From the constitutional point of view, I do 
not think there can be any doubt, if we consider 
the question calmly. The States represented 
at the Conference were invited by the Council 
of the League of Nations. Why did the Council 
invite them ? In virtue of the Sixth Resolu
tion of the Assembly of 1923, which contains 
the following words : "Requests the Council, 
as a means of giving effect to the principles 
submitted by the representatives of the United 
States of America and to the policy which the 
League, on the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee, has adopted, to invite the Govern
ments concerned to send representatives with 
plenipotentiary powers to a Conference to be 
held for this purpose," etc. . 

Accordingly, the invitation was sent in con
formity with. the principles established by the 
Assembly of the League of Nations. The J:ro

'posals of the United States have long been known 
to us, and are therefore in no sense a revelation 
to us. In adopting the above-mentioned reso
lution, the Assembly acted with a full knowledge 
of the ·facts. The Assembly is the supreme 
authority. There is, however, one other autho
rity in the League of Nations which might 
modify a resolution taken by the Assembly: 
that authority is the Council. This latter 
authority, however, would not do so since it . . . 
IS an established rule that a question which has 
been .dealt with by the Assembly shall not be 
exammed by the Council and vice versa. We 
have therefore to refer to the Sixth Resolution 
of the Assembly. 

We were told that the Preparatory Committee 
ha~ d~awn up a programme for the Conference. 
Th1s. IS not so, gentlemen. It only provided 
us With a basis for our discussions. 

I can give you a number of facts which will 
certainly be corroborated by several members 
h~re present and by the Secretary-General 
htmself. .~n. agenda ~s drawn up for the As
sembly ; 1t ts transmttted to the Governments 

of the· Members of the League, but the drafting 
of this agenda does not fix its limits. Every 
country concerned has the right to submit a 
proposal bearing upon the subj~cts. included 
in this agenda. Such proposal IS s1mply re
ferred to the Agenda Committee, which submits it 
to the Assembly; the latter then transmits it 
to the Committee entrusted with the examina
tion of such questions. That is the procedure 
at the Assemblies of the League. 

As regards our own Conference, I can give 
you a similar precedent. On Friday we referred 
Article 9-A of the American proposals to the 
First Committee of our Conference. Now, the 
proposal contained in Art.icle 9-A was not 
included in the agenda subm1tted to you, nor in 
the Sixth Resolution of the Assembly, for the 
reason that this article dealt with the question 
of the manufacture of heroin, whereas Resolu
tion VI only mentions limiting the production 
of morphine, cocaine, heroin, etc. 

Once we have admitted that a delegation may 
make proposals regarding the suppression of 

·the manufacture of heroin, and once we have 
adopted them, as we do by allowing them to 
be referred to the First Committee, how can we 
object to a question which has been included in 
a resolution adopted by the Assembly, and how 
can we even discuss the competence of the 
Assembly? 

I cannot admit such a thing. 
After deep reflection, after examining all that 

has been said at the present Conference and 
after analysing Resolution VI of the Assem
bly, I am of opinion that we are competent to 
examine the proposals of the United States. 

I will put yet another point to you. I do 
not think that all the Governments have under
stood the invitation which was sent to them. 
It is not a fixed programme that we have to 
discuss. As I said just now, the Preparatory 
Committee has only furnished us with a basis 
for subsequent discussion. Accordingly, we have 
the right to discuss and the right to speak and 
it is our duty from the constitutional point 
of view to recognise the competence of the 
Assembly. 

I will now turn to the moral aspect of the 
problem. Is this Conference bound by inflex
ible rules ? • Are we enclosed in such a tight 
casing of steel-plate armour that we cannot 
escape from it ? 

I cannot accept the idea of a plenary Confe
rence, consisting of plenipotentiaries from all 
countries in the world interested in the campaign 
against the drug habit, the members of which 
are not at liberty to express their opinions. 

What is the League of Nations ? It is a 
collection of States which by close international 
co-operation are seeking to promote the moral 
and material welfare of humanity. 

Granted, then, that the Members present at 
this Conference are here to further the well
being of humanity, can they be denied the 
liberty to express their opinions ? I should 
understand it if they were making propo~als 
which were not in accordance with the obJect 
of this Conference, for example, a proposal · 
relating to river transit. 

But this is not the case. We are here in the 
position of a man who desires to arrive at an 
agreement with another and who is prevented 
from speaking. I have the greatest respect 
for the observations made by the honourable 
delegates for India and the Netherlands ; 
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but between material and moral considerations, 
I can have no hesitation and I strongly sup
port those arguments which are based on the 
moral welfare of humanity. · 

I would also like to say that we cannot remain 
within the narrow limits of the powers con
ferred upon us by our Governments. There are 
occasions when it is necessary to expand these 
limits. I will give you an example. At the 
first Assembly of the League of Nations I had 
received exceedingly strict instructions from 
my Government in regard to the questions of 
interest to my country which were to be dis
cussed. During the deliberations, however, I 
found that the instructions which I had received, 
and to which in the normal course of events 
I bad to conform, might, when it came to the 
vote, lead to a negative result, the future conse
quences of which would have been very serious. 
I telegraphed to my Government, fully explain
ing the situation. When it understood the 
gravity of the case, my Government imme
diately sent me the necessary full powers. 

I will leave it to the delegations from India 
and the Netherlands to estimate the value of 
this example, but I do not propose to make any 
suggestion. I will venture, however, to observe 
that, if we do not achieve the results expected 
of us, profound moral disillusionment will be 
spread among all the States :Members of the 
League of Nations. 

I will conclude by quoting to you the case 
of Themistocles, the Greek general. Once, when 
he was arguing with the commander-in-chief 
of the Atthenian forces, the Spartan Eurybiades, 
at a council of war, he stopped the latter with 
the famous words, "Strike me, but listen to 
me." Reversing this phrase, I will say, "Listen 
and then strike." (Prolonged applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon Mr. Campbell, 

delegate of India, to address the Conference. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
I do not propose to occupy the time of the 

Conference for long. As the delegate of the 
United States and the delegate of Cuba have 
said, the only question before the Conference 
at the present time is that of competence. 
On that question the Indian delegation has 
already stated its position very fully, and the 
whole ground has been very faithfully covered 
in the course of the debate. There are only a 
few points which have arisen in that connection 
regarding which I desire to make some remarks. 

The first is the statement, made by 1\lr. Porter, 
that the American interpretation of the mean
ing of the Hague Convention has been accepted 
by the Advisory Committee, by the Fifth 
Committee of the Assembly, and by the As
sembly itself. Kot in any controversial spirit, 
but simply in order to prevent any possibility 
of a misunderstanding on this subject, I desire 
to say that I cannot admit that statement. 
At the Advisory Committee, the American inter
pretation of the Hague Convention was ac
cepted by no nation except China. The re~er• 
vations made by all the Covemments appear 
in the resolution of the Advisory Committee, 
and were duly noted by the Assembly. 

The second point refers to the argument that, 
in not taking exception when the proposal of 
the Government of Cuba was referred to a 
Committee, we were, if I may use a legal 

term, estopped from further argument - that 
we were prevented, in fact, from raising our 
point. I think it is within the recollection of 
everyone here that India's position was fully 
covered by formal reserves made not onlv in 
the plenary Conference but also before the Busi
ness Committee. Indeed, I made the re~erves · 
on so many occasions that I think quite pos
sibly some of my colleagues began to regard 
me as a nuisance. 

Another argument of a similar kind has been 
put forward by the ddegate of the United States 
of America and by the ddegate of Japan. It • 
was suggested that the discussion on the heroin 
proposal (Article 9-A of the American draft) 
raised the question of competence, and that 
India should have spoken on the question at 

·that time. 
I hope all the delegates will appreciate the 

great sense of restraint shown by the deleg~ion 
of the Government of India in not speaking on 
the subject at that time. Our point of view 
was that the question of competence was not 
directly and immediately in issue at that mo
ment. As the members of the Conference know, 
the agenda of the Conference has, as one of its 
items, a discussion of the proposal to limit 
the use of heroin, and it seemed to us that limi
tation might go as far as prohibition. The point 
is, I think, a perfectly valid one, and was pre
sent not only in our mind but in the minds of 
other delegations also. 

There is one further point which I desire to 
make clear. The Indian delegation has, of 
course, no objection to a vote by roll-call being 
taken, if the object of that roll-call is to uccr
tain the opinions of the delegates here present 
on the question now before the Conference. 
If there is some other object, however - if the 
suggestion is that the result of that roll-call 
should be taken as deciding the question of com
petence - then you, l\lr. President, will recol
lect that such was not -the position taken up 
by the Indian delegation. We considt~r that, 
for the purpose of this Conference, that question 
can be decided by you, Sir, and by you alone. 

There is also another point I should like to 
make clear. The delegate of Cuba suggested it 
would be quite possible for the Indian delega
tion to obtain quickly the views of its Govern
ment regarding this proposal - Article I. 
The political position in India is rather compli! 
cated ; in some respects it approaches fa1rly 
closely to the federal position in America. We 
have, I should think, at least ten Governments 
which now have power to deal with the question 
of the domestic use of opium. The Secretary 
of State does not deal with it ; the Government 
of India does not deal with it. It is dealt with 
by the local Governments, and there is only 
one local Government in India where the 
domestic consumption of opium remains under• 
the direct control of the Central Government. 

I should like the Conference to appreciate 
the point that, before instructions on this 
subject could reach me, it would be necessary 
for the Secretary of State to communicate with 
the Government of India, and it would be 
necessary for the Government of India to com
municate with ten (I am not quite certain of the 
figure, but I think it is ten) local Governments 
scattered over a country as large, I think, as 
Europe. 

One last point. I have already stated that 
the question under discussion is the question 
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of competence, and that question only ; but, as I 
think the Hon. Mr. Porter said, the discussion 
has in fact ranged over a very wide field. 

Some of the remarks made regarding India 
were remarks to which I should very much like 
to reply, but, again acting under that sense 
of restraint, I do not propose to do so. 

There is only one point I should like to make 
clear. It was suggested, in the course of the 
discussions, that the Government of India had 
some desire to avoid and to stifle discussion on 
this question. It was even suggested by one 

.. delegate that it feared discussion. I want to 
state, in the most emphatic manner possible, 
that that is not so. 

Those delegates who have been present at 
the various Assemblies of the League will, I 
think, bear me out when I say that India has 
never shown the least inclination to avoid the 
dis~ussion of this subject ; she most certainly 
has never feared the discussion of it. Lord 
Chelmsford has spoken on it at length, both in 
Committee and in the full Assembly. Lord 
Hardinge has spoken on the subject twice. 
His Highness the Jam Saheb of Nawanagar 
has spoken on it. Mr. H~san Imam has spoken 
on it. Other Indian delegates have also spoken 
on it, and, lest any doubt should remain, I 
would like to call the attention of the Confe
rence to the fact that they have before them the 
Minutes of the Fifth Session of the Advisory 
Committee, which consist of 214 printed fools
cap pages, most of which relate to the position 
in India. 

The President : 
Translation : There are no more speakers 

on my list. Does anyone else wish to speak ? 
I call upon M. Ferreira, delegate of Portugal, to 

speak. 

M. Ferreira (Portugal) : . 
Trat1slation : The Portuguese delegation feels 

bound to endorse the declarations made by 
Sir Malcolm Delevingne at the fifth session of 
the Advisory Committee and repeated by the 
British delegate this morning. These decla
rations will be found in the Minutes of the Fifth 
Session of the Advisory Committee (Docu
ment C. 418. M. 184- 1923. XI, page 84) : . 

"There was one other difficulty which 
at first also seemed to be serious. There 
was some discussion, on one of the early 
days of the present session oft he Committee, 
on the use of opium in India and other 
Oriental countries, not for smoking, but 
for what has been described here and at 
meetings of the Assembly as semi-medicinal 
p~rposes. Th~re has been a great deal of 
m1sunderstandmg about the attitude of 
the League on the subject. I think there 
has been especially a great deal of misun
derstanding in the United States on the 
subject ; but in the conversations which 
I have had \\ith Mr. Porter, and to which 
I think I may fairly refer, he has made it 
quite clear to me that it is not the intention 
o_f the American delegation or of the Ame
ncan Government to dictate or interfere 
in any way with what the Indian Govern
n:tent or any other Government similarly 
s1tu~t~d may regard as a proper semi
med•cmal use of the drugs in countries 
where conditions such as that exist. The 

American problem, as we all know, is a 
problem in the main -almost entirely, one 
might say - of the production of opium 

· and the coca leaf for the manufacture of 
the drugs to which Part III of the Conven
tion applies." 

The prevention of the abuse of narcotics 
must, in our opinion, be the great purpose of 
our Conference. If we are animated by this 
ideal, we will succeed in finding effective means 
of action. Otherwise we run a serious danger ; 
we might come to an agreement which would 
be signed by the majority of the countries repre
sented, but which would only be signed subject 
to reservations by the countries directly inte
rested, and the whole Convention would be 
thus rendered useless. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : There are no more speakers 

on the list. If no one else wishes to address 
the Conference, I will endeavour to summarise 
the various points of the discussion. 

The United States delegation has submitted 
to this Conference a series of proposals con
cerning the subject with which we are dealing. 
These proposals were referred by the Confe
rence to the Business Committee ; the latter 
reserved its decision in regard to certain proposals 
but submitted to you a plan for the allocation 
of the work - a plan which you adopted. 
Subsequently the United States delegation sub
mitted two of the proposals in regard to which 
the decision had been reserved, asking that they 
should be sent to the First Committee. The 
first proposal has been referred to the First . 
Committee without opposition ; it concerns 
Article g-A of the series of American suggestions. 

It is the second of these proposals, that which 
refers to Article I of .the series, which is now -
before the Conference, and the request has been 
made that it should be sent for discussion to 
the- First Committee. 

This request is based on the fact that, in the 
opinion of the United States delegation, there 
cannot be the slightest doubt that discussion 
of a Conventional clause such as Article I of 
the A.merican proposal is within the competence 
of the Second International Conference on 
Opium. · 

The Indian delegation has opposed the Ame
rican delegation's point of view. It bases its 
opposition to referring this concrete proposal. 
to one of the Committees on the fact that at 

· least part of the provisions contained in- the 
above-mentioned article are not within the com
petence of this- Conference as defined in its 
agenda. With a view to settling this point, 
which it considers to be doubtful, the Indian 
delegation has appealed, in the last instance, to 
the President of the Conference as being alone 
empowered to decide the question of competence. 

I will not go in detail into the question of the 
Conference's procedure of simply adopting the 
agenda without discussion, for reasons which I 
shall state presently. . · 

Other delegations have to-day expressed their 
views on this subject. I will summarise them 
as briefly as possible. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne, first British delegate, 
has given us a very clear statement. He first 
of all considered the principle of widening the 
range of subjects which this Conference may 
have to consider. He was rather inclined to 
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think that the scope of the Conference could 
not thus be enlarged without the permission 
of the Council, and possibly that of the various 
Governments which have accepted the Council's 
invitation to this Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne then proceeded to 
consider whether the discussion of the proposal 
before us would, in his opinion, constitute 
such an extension. He preferred not to enter 
into details regarding the principle of the 
Conference's competence. He said that if 
we wished strictly to follow the lines iaid 
down in the American proposal, we should run 
the risk of interfering in matters which were 
exclusively within the domestic competence of 
the various sovereign States. 

That would be the case, for instance, if we 
decided to discuss here the semi-medicinal use 
of opium and coca leaves in India, Bolivia and 
Peru. He asked ·whether the United States 
delegation understood these- to be questions 
which the Conference could discuss. -

If, on the contrary, the American delegation 
only took into consideration the surplus produc
tion used for purposes which were not strictly 
medical or scientific, he stated that certain 
delegations would have to make reservations 
and reservations were always a source of weak
ness. He added that we should run the risk 
of becoming involved in a discussion which 
might compromise the results of our work. In 
this connection he quoted the fable of the dog 
with the leg of mutton in its mouth and which, 
seeing its reflection in the water and thinking 
that the piece of meat in the reflection was big
ger, dropped its own piece. I shall come back 
to Sir Malcolm Delevingne's dog later. 

M. van Wettum, first delegate of the Nether
lands, supported Sir Malcolm Delevingne's view 
and said that his Government had not under
stood the invitation to the Conference in the 
same light as the Government of the United 
States of America, and that, consequently, he 
had no instructions which would enable him 
to deal with this category of questions. 

M. Sugimura, first Japanese delegate, laid 
special emphasis on the necessity of treating the 
question as a whole and on the danger of 
leaving gaps. He was inclined to think that 
it would be better to leave a certain elasticity, 
which would allow of the discussion of the article 
of the American draft which we have before us. 

M. Chodzko, the first delegate of Poland, 
saw in the official title of this Conference," The 
International Opium Conference", an argument 
against the Indian delegation's point of view 
and in favour of enlarging the sphere of our 
activities. Moreover, recapitulating the pre
paratory work of this Conference, he pointed 
out that the various Committees which had 
been endeavouring to draw up a plan of work 
had not succeeded in their task. The com
petence of the Conference was therefore unlimi
ted. He also found arguments in support of 
his opinion in an interpretation of Resolution 
VI of the fourth Assembly, and particularly in 
the fact that this resolution mentions the prin
ciples laid down by the delegates of the United 
States of America. He drew the same conclu
sion from Document A. 32, which contains all 
the measures dra~"D up by the Advisory Com
mittee. 

The first delegate of China, M. Sze, agreed 
with the point of view of the United States 
delegation regarding the question of competence. 

The Polish delegate, the Chinese delegate, 
and, I think, the Japanese delegate also, were 
in favour of the plenary Conference's deciding 
to refer the United States proposal concerning 
Article 1 of the American scheme to the First 
Committee. 

This afternoon we have also heard se\'cral 
speakers. The first delegate of Bolivia made 
a reservation concerning coca leaves based on 
the same considerations as the reser\'ation 
made by the Netherlands delegation. We then 
heard Mr. Porter, delegate of the United States 
of America, the first delegate of Persia, the first 
delegate of Cuba, and Mr. Campbell. Their 
arguments are so fresh in our memory that I 
need not recapitulate them. 

Further, in order to explain its point of view 
regarding the question of competence, the Indian 
delegation submitted to the Conference at 
Friday's meeting a detailed account of the 
various phases of the work preparatory to !he 
Convention and the opening of this Conference. 
Most of the delegates here present will, I think, 
find the arguments brought forward in this 
connection too difficult to follow and to esti
mate, since they have not had cognisance of 
the facts adduced. 

In view of what has occurred subsequently, I 
am also inclined to think that the value of the 
arguments - as regards the question of prin
ciple -is of secondary importance at the pre
sent juncture. 

You are here, gentlemen, as official represen
tatives of your Governments. They sent 
you to Geneva in compliance with an invitation 
from the League of Nations. As far as the aims 
of this Conference are concerned, your Govern
ments based their acceptance on the text of 
the letter of invitation and its annexes. On 
the basis of this text they sent you to this 
Conference, gave you instructions, and, in some 
cases, entrusted you with de finite proposals. 

These instructions and proposals are the result 
of the conception which your Governments have 
formed of the scope of the various/roblems to 
be dealt with and, if possible, solve by us here. 
Accordinglr I think it is quite clear that the 
question o competence involved in the simple 
request that the proposal before us should be 
referred to a Committee can only be properly 
decided by the representatives of these Govern
ments, that is to say, by a majority vote ofe 
this Conference. 

If it is of any interest to you to hear my opi
nion on this one question of competence which 
we have before us to-day, I will tell you what 
it is. 

I think that the discussion of Article I of the 
American scheme is within the competence of 
this Conference as defined in the agenda. I will, 
if you desire, state my reasons for this point of 
view. I am not sure, however, whethl!r, in giving 
these reasons, I am not exceeding my presi
dential powers. Consequently I will wait until 
the Conference definitely asks me to state my 
reasons. 

As you will perhaps have observed, I have par
ticularly emphasised the words "the discussion 
of Article x' . I have done so because each of 
the delegations, acting in conformity with the 
instructions given by its Government, is, of 
course, entirely and beyond all doubt, free to 
refrain from participating in any particular dis
cussion, and to state or refrain from stating its 
reasons for so doing, to reserve its Government's 



point of view regarding the trend or ~onclusions 
of such a discussion, or even to state 111 advance 
that its Government can never accept or even 
consider any proposals which may be m~de ~s 
a result of such discussion .. In so d<!l~~· It 
will not in any way lay itself open to cntlc1sm 
on the part of the other delegations. 

If in these. circumstances, the Conference or 
one 'of the Committees considers it advisable 
to open or continue .a dis~ussion on a pro~osal 
of this kind the po111t will have to be decided 
by the Confe'rence or .the .Com~ittee in .quest!on. 
Cases might also anse 111 wh1ch a discussion, 

• even if it were entirely one-sided, might thr<?W 
light on certain problems: . In .other cases, dis
cussion without the participatiOn of the other 
party would doubtless be a waste of time. No 
member of any dele.gation here present ~as the 
intention of interfer111g in questiOns which are 
matters of purely domestic jurisdiction. 

I• now come back to the "dog" of the fable 
quoted by Sir Malcolm Delevingne, but I ~ro
pose to give the story another moral : I th111k 
we can rely on the wisdom and experience of 
the delegates to choose the best and most equit
able line of conduct. 

Before concluding, I will venture, with all due 
deference, to make · a respectful but earnest 
appeal to the Conference. . . 

You are here in order to further the solution 
of a question which is of vital importance to 
mankind. You are aware that no result ~an 
be obtained without international collaboration. 
We all know, however, that inte~national colla
boration invariably entails sacnfices. Let us 
make these sacrifices, which ·are bound in any 
case to be insignificant in comparison wi~h the 
noble object which I know you are all, without 
exception, seeking to attain. (Prolonged applause.) 

We will now proceed to the vote on the refe
rence of the American proposal to the First 
Committee. 

I would like to make it quite clear that this 
vote is being taken solely on the question 
whether the proposal in Secretariat Document 
No. 47 should be referred to the Committee. 

The vote was taken by roll-call. 
In favour:. Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, 

China, Cuba, Danzig, Denmark, Dominican Re-

fublic, Egypt, Finland, Germany, Hungary, 
. rish Free State, Italy, Japan, Luxemburg, 
rersia, Poland, Siam, ~pain, Sweden, Switzer
land, United States of America, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

Total : 26. 
Against : India. 
Total : I. 

Abstentions : Australia, Bolivia, British 
Empire, France, Greece, Netherlands, Portugal, 
Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom, Turkey. 

Total : 9· 
M. von Eckhardt (Ge1many) : 
Translation : We decide to vote in favour 

of referring the American proposal to the pro
per Committee in view of our distinguished 
President's appeal. 

M. de Palacloe (Spain) : 
Translation : We are voting in favour for 

the same reasons as the delegate of Germany. 
The Preaident : 
Translation : The statements of the German 

and Spanish delegates will be entered in the 
records of the present meeting. 

The reference of the American Pr~posal to 
the First Committee was therefore carr•ed. (Ap
plause.) 

Mr. Campbell (India) : 
I have received. formal instructions from my 

Government regarding a certain reserve which 
it wishes to make. I wish to make that reserve 
now. 

There is also a request which I wish .to m~ke 
regarding the postponement of th~ d1~cuss10n 
of this question until we can receive 111struc
tions from our Government. 

The President : 
Translation : You can communicate your 

Government's reserve now. 

Mr. Campbell (India) : · 
I have received formal instructions to reserve 

the right c_>f the Governme~t of l~dia to r:Use 
this question - the question which has JUSt 
been decided - before the Assembly of the 
League of Nations. I request that that formal 
reserve may be taken note of and entered in 
the proceedings of the Conference. 

The second point regarding which I desire to 
speak is to make the request that, if possible, 
the discussion of Article I of the American pro
posals may be postponed, as far as that is con
sistent with the work of the Conference, to as 
late a date as possible. I have explained the 
difficulties which will arise in obtaining instruc
tions from India on this subject. I have also 
explained that I have at pre~ent no instru~tions 
on the subject. In these Circumstances, 1f the 
Conference desires that the question should be 
fully discussed, I . think everyone will !lgree 
that it would be desirable to postpone the discus
sion to as late a date as possible in order to 
enable the Indian delegation to receive instruc
tions from its Government on the subject. 

The President : 
Translation : As regards the first part of 

the statement of the honourable delegate for 
India, we will accede to his request, and his 
reserve shall be noted in the record of the pre
sent meeting. 

As regards the second request which he has 
made, I venture to point out that there would 
seem to be some difficulty in discussing the ques
tion here. As the reference of the American 
proposal has been adopted, the proposal ~tself 
will naturally be discussed in the First Committee, 
and consequently the request of the honou~
able delegate for India will be examined in th1s 
Committee, which I think - although I do not 
wish to prophesy - will see the force of the 
considerations on which Mr. Campbell's request 
is based. 

39· WELCOME TO THE CHILIAN DELE
GATE : COMMUNICATION BY THE 
PRESIDENT. 

The President : 
Translation : I have the honour to welcome, 

on behalf of the whole Conference, Dr. Eugene 
Suarez Herreros, delegate of Chile, who has taken 
his place among us to-day. (Applause.) .. 

I may add that the credentials of the Ch11ian 
delegate have been sent to the competent Com
mittee. 

The Conference rose at s.so p.m. 
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40. WELCOME TO THE CHILIAN DELE· 
GATE : LETTER OF THANKS TO THE 
PRESIDENT • 

The Preelden& : 

Translatio11 : Hdore bt~ginning the discu~
sion of our agenda, I have the honour to inform 
the members of the Cunfl•rencc, in accordance 
with our Rules of Procedure, that I bavo just 
received this letter from the Chilian dclt·gate, 
in which he expresses his rl"gret at not being 
able before to thank the Conference for the 
welcome extended to him : 

[Translation] : 

"I was prevented by my recent illness 
from thanking the President and the Con
ference at the last meeting for their cor,. 
dial welcome. I wish to thank you all 
now. 

"The same reason prevented me from 
taking part earlier in the work of the Con
ference. I should not, however, have been 
satisfied if I had failed to contribute 
what help I could ; nor could I have 
allowed my country to be behindhand in 
lending its aid to further the efforts now 
being made for the suppression of the 
evils caused by dangerous drugs. • 

"The humanitarian principles inspiring 
the delegates to this Conference are a 
guarantee of its success. There can be 
no doubt a.<1 to the outcome of the Confe
rence, which has met after many difficulties 
and at which there are delegates of 39 coun
tries, who have travelled far and made 
great sacrifices in order to be present. 

"The question of the competence of the 
Conference has been discussed. The coun
tries represented here knew beforehand 
that the Conference had been convened to 
give practical effect to the humanitarian 



ideals of the League of Nations, ideals to 
which the League in reality owes its 
existence. The delegates have made great 
sacrifices in order to come to Geneva, and 
I think that we have come with full powers 
to discuss all questions· relating to the 
restriction, or rather the suppression, of 
the evils caused by the abuse of dangerous 
drugs, evils which are at the same time 
a peril and a disgrace to civilisation. 

"I have used mild words to brand in a 
century which will go down to history 
as the century of the League of Nations 
rather than the century of the Great War, 
the traffic in dangerous drugs, which is at 
present destroying a large section of huma
nity, and this simply because there are 
men who desire to make great profits from 

. the trade. There could be no more shame
ful form of selfishness. 

"It is obvious that if this illicit traffic 
is suppressed, many material interests must 
suffer. I do not call them respectable 
interests, great though they are, for inte
rests by which such havoc is wrought and 
which lead to physical and racial degene
ration, madness and crime have no claim 
to be so called. 

"We must bear in mind, as the President 
has so happily phrased it, that it is impos
sible to do good without making sacrifices ; 
but we must submit to these sacrifices, 
which will ennoble us and.mankind alike." 

41. THE QUESTION OF THE COMPETENCE 
OF THE CONFERENCE: RESERVATION 
MADE BY THE INDIAN DELEGATION. 

The President : 
Transla~ion : A few days ago I received 

the followmg letter from the Indian delegation : 

"With a view to facilitate the work of 
t~e Conferen.c~. while guarding at the same 
time t~e p~s1t1on of the Indian delegation, 
we des1re, 1f you see no objection, that a 
protest be recorded in the proceedings 
of the Conference, on the part of the Indian 
~elegation, against the Conference discus
smg any question not specifically covered 
by the terms of the Conference's accepted 
agenda. 

."We exclude from this general protest 
Artic~e I of the scheme presented by the 
Amencan delegation, as our attitude on 
that point has already been fully explain
ed to the Conference, a decision has been 
taken ~n that subject, and the Government 
of If!dla has formally reserved its right 
~o ra1se the question in the Assembly. It 
Is, of course, understood that the Indian 
delegatio~ reserves the right to speak on 
t~e question of competence in any par
tlcu_lar case when the circumstances appear 
to 1t to render this desirable and that 
th~ right of the Government 'of India to 
~a1se the whole qut>stion in the Assembly 
IS reserved. 

(Signed) J. CAMPBELL. 
H. CLAYTON." 

The President 

Translation : This letter .will be inserted in 
the record of the meeting. I consider it 
as a general reservation. 

As regards t.he question of competence, I 
think there need be no discussion, as everyone 
knows the interpretation to be placed upon 
this letter from that point of view. We must 
take care, whenever a question of this sort 
arises, that it is not followed by a long discus
sion which may waste the time of the Confe
rence. If any delegation, however, wishes 
to speak, it is, of course, at liberty to do so. 

If no one wishes to speak, we will pass to 
our agenda. 

42. MODIFICATION OF THE FIRST REPORT 
OF THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE. 

The President : 
Translation :' You have before you the 

following amendment to . the. first report of 
the Business Commit~ee which I wish to pro
pose : 

"The Sub-Committees will report direct 
to the Full Conference". · . . · 

Before inviting a discussion on this proposal 
I should like to make a few remarks. Whe~ 
adopting the first report of the Business Com-· 
mittee, you decided to set up two main Com
mittees. The latter in their turn have set up 
Sub-Committees. The First Committee has 
appointed five Sub-Committees and the Second 
Committee only one up to the present. 

According to the Rules of Procedure which 
you have adopted, the Sub-Committees' reports 
should be submitted and their proceedings 
communicated to the principal Committee. 
The principal Committee then reports to the 
full Conference. You have decided that repre
sentatives of all the various delegations should 
sit on the Committees. It may be taken, there
fore, that the latter practically amount to 
plenary meetings of the Conference. In order 
to do away with the formality of discussions 
on questions of principle, I have ventured to 
submit the proposal I have made above. 

If, in future, the Sub-Committees report 
directly to ~he _full Conference, we may regard 
the_ two Committees as no longer in existence. 
Th1s would enable us· to expedite our work. 
This system would in reality be more (practical 
and :would admit ~f the ?iscussion at plenary 
meetmgs of questions h1therto kept in the 
hands of the Second Committee. ·~ You will 
see on the agenda that I have submitted three 
questions which were to have been discussed 
in the First and Second Committees. I have 
marked these questions (I) and (2) to show 
which Committee would have had to deal 
with them. If you agree to my proposal, I 
shall continue to adopt this system. 
~y proposal h~s already been accepted by the 

B?smess Committee. If you adopt it, there 
w1ll be no further meetings of the Committees 
but only plenary meetings of the Conference, 
and the Sub-Committees' reports, which I hope 
to receive in the course of this week, can be 
discussed directly by the full Conference. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) 
Does anyone wish to speak on this point ? 
Translation : I agree' in principle with your 

proposal, as I did when it came before the 
Business Committee, that the Sub-Committees 
should in future report- direct to the plenary 
Conference. · 
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I should like, however, to make one remark. 
You will remember that, of the questions refer
red by the plenary Conference to the Second 
Committee - which is now to disappear -
some have not yet been referred by the latter 
to any Sub-Committee, and among these there 
is in particular the question relating to Item 4 
on our agenda (proposals of the United States 
delegation : Article_s 10, II, 20 and 2o-F.) 
When these subjects come up for consideration, 
the point may arise as to whether it is desirable 
that they should be examined and discussed 
direct by the plenary Conference. If the latter 
decided not to discuss them but to wait for 
a proposal or a report to be submitted to it, 
I think it should be understood that the Ple
nary Conference would be competent - as 
the Committees previously were - to refer 
the report or proposal to the existing Sub
Committees, or even to set up new Sub-Com
mittees for the purpose, seeing that these 
questions had not been referred by the Second 
Committee to any Sub-Committee, owing to 
the fact that no Sub-Committee was, at the 
time, competent to deal with them. 

My observation is therefore merely intended 
to make it possible for questions which are 
now before the two principal Committees 
to come, under the new system, before the 
plenary Conference. 

The President : 
Translation : I quite agree with the first 

Swiss delegate's interpretation of my proposal. 
I wished to make it as short and concise as 
possible, for I took it for granted that the 
Conference would retain full liberty under Rule 
4 of our Rules of Procedure to discuss any 
questions at plenary meetings and to appoint 
special Sub-Committees. 

· If no one wishes to speak on my proposal, 
I shall regard it as adopted. 

Adopted. 

43· CO-ORDINATION OF THE WORK OF 
SUB-COMMITTEES A, B, C, AND D AND 
APPOINTMENT OF A DRAFTING COM
MITTEE : PROPOSALS OF THE BRI· 
TISH DELEGATION. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 

Mr. President, perhaps it would be conve
nient, if the Conference would agree to deal 
now with the motion which I have proposed and 
which has been distributed to the delegates 
this morning. This motion refers to the arrange
ments to be made with regard to the work 
of the Conference, and reads as follows 

"In order that the Conference may ter
minate not later than the afternoon of 
Saturday, December 2oth, it is decided : 

"I. That all Sub-Committees be asked 
to finish their work and have their report$ 
ready at latest by the afternoon of Friday, 
December 12th. 

"2. That a joint meeting of representa
. tives of Sub-Committees A, B, C and D 

be held on Saturday, December 13th, 
. for the purpose of co-ordinatin~ the con
clusions of these Sub-Com!Dlttees and 

presenting a joint report to the Plenarx 
Conference on Monday, December 15th. 

"Committees A, B, and D shall each 
nominate two members in addition to the 
Chai•man, and Committee C one member 
in addition to the Chairman, to rt'prest>nt 
them at the meeting. 

"3. That a Drafting Committee (Comiltl 
d1 ridt~clion) be appointed forthwith, consis· 
ting of the President of the Conference 
and five persons to be nominated by the • 
President, and that this Committee com
mence its work as soon as the report of 
any of the Sub-Committt>es has bten appro
ved by thl'! Conference." 

The Preeident : 
Translation : I think that the prorosal 

can be submitted to the Conference flow. 
It has been distributed to the membt'rs in 
accordance with the Rules of Procedure, and 
there is no n•ason why it should not bfl dealt 
with at once. 

I call upon Sir Malcolm Delevingne to sub
mit his proposal. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
1\lr. President, I have brought forward this 

motion as a matter of urgrncy, entirely on 
my own responsibility, but 1 should not have 
ventured to do so unless I had first consulted 
you and ascertained that you saw no objection 
to its being brought forward and considered 
at this meeting. 

I have brought the proposal forward for 
two reasons. In the first place, it has seemed 
to me that it would be a great convenience to 
all the delegations to know when the work 
of the Confert>nce is likely to be finished and 
on what day they will be able to leave Geneva. 

The second reason, however, is a much more 
important one. I take it that most of the 
delegations desire to return to their homes before 
Christmas, and if that happy result is to be 
secured, the latest date to which we can prolong 
our work will, I suggest, be Saturday, Decem
ber 2oth. We have therefore exactly a 
fortnight in which to conclude our work. 

It goes without saying, I think, that, when 
once we separate, it will not be possible, or at 
any rate it will be extremely difficult, to re
assemble this Conference, and we should there
fore conclude our work before we leave. The 
position in regard to our work seems to be 
rather serious. We are starting on our fourth 
week and we have not yet received any of the re
ports of the Sub-Committees. There are five sta
ges of work still to be covered. The Sub-Commit
tees have to conclude their work. The results 
of their work, or at any rate that of the first 
four Sub-Committees, have to be co-ordinate<f 
in some way before they can be presented to 
the Conference. The reports of the work of 
the Sub-Committees have to be considered in 
plenary meeting. When that has been done • 
and the decisions of the Conference have been 
taken on those reports, the Drafting Committee 
will have to draw up the draft Convention; 
lastly, the draft Convention will have to be 
considered in plenary meeting. 

I think the Conference will agree that a 
fortnight is not too long a time for the com
pletion of our work, and that we can only 
complete it.in that time if we keep to some sort 
of time-table. 



My motion consists of two parts : first, 
that we should adopt a time-table, and, ~econdly, 
that we should make arrangements this mor
ning for the co-ordination of the results of 
the work of the different Sub-Committees and 
for the drafting, or preparing the draft of, the 
Convention. 

As regards the time-table of our work, my 
suggestion would be that all the Sub-Committees 
should be asked to finish their work and have 
their reports ready at the latest by the after
noon of Friday of this week, December 12th, 
and that there should be a joint meeting of 
the representatives of the first four Sub-Com
mittees A, B, C and D on Saturday, December 
13th, for the purpose of co-ordinating the COJ!
clusions of those Sub-Committees, and, 1f 
possible, of presenting a joint report to the 
pled'ary Conference on Monday, December 
15th. 

If the plenary Conference meets on Monday 
and possibly Tuesday of next week and finishes 
the task of considering the reports of those 
Sub-Committees, the Drafting Committee would 
then have Wednesday and Thursday of next 
week for completing the drafting of the Con
vention. That would leave Friday and Satur
day of next week for the final consideration 
of the draft Convention and its signa
ture. 

. It has seemed to me that, as regards the co
ordination of the results of the work of the 
Sub-Committees, the method which I have 
suggested in my motion would be the best : 
namely, that each of the four Sub-Committees 
should appoint two representatives, in addi
tion to their Chairmen, "to· meet together for 
the purpose of considering and co-ordinating 
the results of their work and, if possible, pre
senting a joint report. 

I have not suggested the inclusion of Sub-. 
Committees E and F, because their work stands 
rather apart and can be considered separately. 
I hope that Sub-Committee E will be in a posi
tion to present its report about the middle of 
this week and that the Conference will be able 
to consider it at once. Iri order to save time, I 
would suggest, though I have not inserted the 
suggestion in my motion, that this joint meeting 
<H representatives of Sub-Committees A, B, 
C and D to be held next Saturday should be 
presided over by the Chairman of Sub-Com
mittee A, the first delegate of Canada .. I 
think that I need say no more about the work 
of co-ordination. 

There . remains the work of drafting, or the 
preparatiOn, of the draft Convention. This is 
a matter which requires the services of persons 
experienced in that kind of work. I have not 

• ventured therefore to make any suggestion 
myself. It seemed to me that the best course 
would be to ask the President to consider the 
matter and nominate the members of the 
Drafting Committee himself. I think this 
motjon, i~ adopted, ought to bring about the 
result, which, .I am sure, we all desire, of seeing 
the end of our work and bringing it to a 
successful conclusion. It is an expedient which 
has been adopted in previous International 
~onferences when. the work has . been getting 
mto arrears and It has been desired. to finish 
by a definite date. I hope the members of the 
Conference will . excuse my having brought 
forward the motion at such short notice and 
I hope that they will adopt it. ' 

The President : 
Translation : Before inviting· a discussion 

on Sir Malcolm Delevingne's proposals, I should 
like to say that I myself am in favour of the 
first two. 

The first proposal calls upon the Sub-Com
mittees to accelerate their work with a view 
to concluding it on Friday, December 12th. 

The second proposal deals with the appoint• 
ment of a Committee of Co-ordination, consisting 
of eleven members under the chairmanship 
of the Chairman of Sub-Committee A. 

For my own part, I recommend the adoption 
of both these proposals. · · 

I shall not express any opinion on the third 
proposal, the purpose of which is to give me 
certain powers, which I shall be quite ready 
to accept if that is the wish of the Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne's proposals are open 
for discussion. · 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President and members of the Confe

rence, I have, in the time at my disposal, care
fully examined the proposals submitted by the 
British delegation to the Conference this mor
ning. I am quite in agreement with Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne that we should proceed with the 
work as speedily as possible, and also that the 
Conference should conclude its work with 
fruitful results. 

The President has pointed out that the 
first of the British proposals is only an invitation 
to the Sub-Committees to finish their work. 
While I am as anxious as the British delegation 
and other members of this Conference are that 
our work shall finish as speedily as possible, 
I should also like to say, as I have said in another 
place, that we should never sacrifice efficiency 
for speed. 

As I read the first proposal, it is something 
more than an invitation to the Sub-Committees; 
it contains more or less a mandate, because it 
reads that they should "have their reports ready 
at latest by the afternoon of Friday, December 
12th". The words "at latest" seem to me 
to constitute a mandate. I propose; therefore, 
with your permission, Mr. President and gentle
men, to move a slight amendment. I propose 
to add in the first proposal, after the words 
"to finish their work", the following words : 
"as quickly as possible", and substitute "if 
possible" for "at latest". While keeping in 
view the wish of the British delegation, which 
I think is excellent, we shall not, if my amend
ments are adopted, be giving a mandate to the 
Sub-Committees. 

I am only attending one Sub-Committee 
and have a half-membership in another, and 
I do not exactly know what progress the Sub
Committees have made. In Sub-Committee B, 
the meetings of which I have been attending 
every day, we have been avoiding touching at 
any time on questions which are liable to le~d 
to long discussions. When I say "long dis
cussions", do not get alarmed, because some
times long discussions are necessary in order 

•to know exactly what are our views on the 
different points. 

On the other Sub-Committee, I consider that 
I have only a half-membership, because we 
had one meeting and then a Sub-Committee 
of five was appointed and that Sub-Sub
Committee assured us that it would report to 
the Sub-Committee section by section; that 



is to say, every time a certain section of the 
work was done it would call the Sub-Committee 
together to consider the results. May I be 
permitted to point out that that Sub-Sub
Committee bas not, up to the present, finished 
even one section of its work, or at least so 
I suppose, as that Sub-Sub-Committee has not 
yet invited the full Sub-Committee to meet. 

I think, therefore, that it is unnecessary to 
give any mandate to the Sub-Committees to 
the effect that their work must finish by 
a certain date, but that we should tell them 
that they must work as quickly as possible, 
and, I may add, that they must, if necessary, 
bold longer meetings, sitting earlier and break
ing up later, and, if necessary, bold meetings 
at night. We should not, however, tell them 
that they must finish by a certain date, because 
by doing so our action may lead to unsatis
factory results, by putting an end to necessary 
discussion and by preventing certain delegations 
from giving their points of view, a procedure 
which is not only necessary but beneficial to 
those who want to follow the work and to 
see some good results come out of this Con
ference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne has said that in his 
experience International Conferences have always 
a fixed programme laid out. 

_Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
No, I did not say so. I said there are pre

cedents for it. 

M. Sze (China) : 
· Sir Malcolm Delevingne said there were 

precedents for a full programme being prepared. 
We had a programme for another Conference 
which preceded this, which was supposed 
to finish in two weeks, and the programme of 
which has not been carried through. Of course, 
it is a good thing to have a programme so as 
to have something to work on, but we should 
not make our programmes too rigid, because 
if we do we shall sacrifice efficiency for speed. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne has given us as 
one of his reasons for the necessity for an early 
conclusion that honourable members want to 
go back home for Christmas. I know that 
Christmas is a very important festival among 
Christians, but I myself, in order to see the 
work speedily done by this Conference and in 
order not to delay its work, have not asked 
even once that a holiday be given to me when 
there was a great Confucian festival. I think, 
therefore, it is only right that we should conti
nue our work and not let any holidays interfere 
with it. First, let us have efficiency and not 
sacrifice it for speed, and, secondly, let us put 
duty above pleasure. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon the Hon. Stephen 

G. Porter, delegate of the United States of 
America, to address the Conference. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

Mr. President, I am sorry that I cannot 
share the optimism of the distinguished dele
gate of the British Empire as. to the ~bility 
of this Conference to complete 1ts work 1D the 
time fixed in the proposed resolution. 

It is true that we are all anxious to spend 
the Christmas holidays with. om: families. In 

fact, this will be the first time in my life when 
I shall be denied that most heartening of all 
pleasures. But we are here engaged in a work 
of worldwide importance, a work that means 
much for millions of human beings who, by 
reason of their helplessness, are really charges 
upon world society. It will be sad indeed if 
this Conference, in its desire to adjourn, should 
neglect to perform this duty in the highest 
possible way. 

I realise the necessity for a programme : 
I have no objection to one ; but I hope that • 
this Conference will not tie its hands by the 
passing of this resolution so that we must 
adjourn at a fixed date. I therefore propose 
an amendment. I suggest that, after the words 
.. December" in line 2, the resolution should 
be amended by inserting the words "provided 
it has completed its work". It seems to us 
that that is a reasonable proposition. • 

None of the Sub-Committees has reported 
to the Conference. I know that you will all 
agree with me that this is a most complicated 
subject which has endless ramifications which 
can be ironed out in the Sub-Committees if 
we but have the time to do so. But I think 
that it would be a very serious mistake for 
this Conference, which, I may say, has the 
eyes of the world upon it, to fix a time for 
adjournment which would, in all probability, 
put us in the position of doing ineffective 
work. 

I also agree with the distinguished delegate 
of China regarding his construction of para
graph I, which is to the effect that it is man• 
datory upon the Sub-Committees. I do not 
think that we should do that, because it will 
hurry them and result in reports that would 
not be as satisfactory as if we gave them tho 
amount of time necessary properly to decide 
upon them. 

May I repeat that we are here from all over 
the world and that we jlre all earnestly trying 
to solve this grave international problem. I 
know your anxiety to return for Christmas. I 
have no objection whatever to that. In fact, 
I am inclined to sugge!lt that we adjourn 
for a week or ten days during the Christmas 
holidays if that meets with the approval of 
the delegates. I am agreeable to anything 
as far as the holiday• are concerned ; b•t 
I do hope that this Conference will not tie 
its hands so that it must complete its work 
by a fixed time, whether it is able to do ao 
properly or not. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : I call upon Dr. Chodzko, 

delegate of Poland, to address the Conference. 

Dr. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : We have hitherto followe& 

the advice given us by Sir Malcolm Delevingne 
as Rapporteur of the Business Committee. 
In my first speech, however, I pointed out that 
the method of work proposed by Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne necessarily involved delay. The 
responsibility for this does not, I think, rest 
entirely with the Business Committee, as the 
Conference agreed to the method suggested. 

It is quite true that the Sub-Committees 
have not yet submitted any reports, but I 
would remind the Conference that three out 
of the four weeks during which it bas been 
sitting have been devoted to preparatory work, 
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and that the Sub-Committees only began their 
work a week ago. It is unthinkable that an 
international conference so important as ours 
should devote three weeks to questions of 
detail and only one week to the real matter 
in hand. . 

I beg to inform you, as Chairman of Sub
Committee B, that it appears to us to be impos
sible to finish our work by the date proposed 
by Sir Malcolm Delevingne. 

I quite agree with the remarks of the Chinese 
and United States delegates, and suggest that 
a vote be taken on Sir Malcolm Delevingne's 
proposal. I repeat that, so far as Sub-Com
mittee B is concerned, it will be impossible 
to conclude the work by the date suggested. 

The Sub-Committees of the Conference are 
not ordinary Sub-Committees. Speakers can
not be limited as to time. Such being the 
case;' I do not think that it is possible to adopt 
Sir Malcolm Delevingne's proposal as it stands. 
It might perhaps be accepted subject to the 
amendments proposed by the United States 
and Chinese delegates. 

I think that we ought not to accept any task 
which is beyond our powers, and I feel that if 
we were to approve this proposal, we should 
be adopting a very cumbrous machinery. A 
few minutes ago the Conference decided to do 
away with the two Committees which it had 
set up : it is now proposed to create two new 
ones: the Committee of Co-ordination and the 
Drafting Committee. I think that we could 
quite well do without the first of these and 
simply have the Drafting Committee. The 
latter should, in my opinion, include all the 
Chairmen of the Sub-Committees and would 
thus serve the purpose of a Committee of 
Co-ordination. This would simplify the pro
cedure. If you approve of my proposals, 
I hope that you will support them. 

The President : 
Translation : I cail upon M. Sugimura, 

delegate of Japan, to address the Conference. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : Mr. President, Sir Malcolm 

Delevingne has said that we must hasten our 
work. I quite agree with him. Sir Malcolm 
whhes to work on a time-table : that is an 
excellent method. As to the question of 
~a-ordination, I think that that point is equally 
u~port~nt. I am therefore quite in agreement 
With Sir Malcolm Delevingne in principle, but 
I h!lve a few objections to urge as to the methods 
which he suggests for putting these various 
proposals into effect. 

The lines upon which Sub-Committee A is 
to work are not yet fixed ; I do not know if 
t,he same applies to Sub-Committee B and the 
other Sub-Committees. The question before 
~s is di~cult and complex : we are engaged 
!n draWing up an agreement which would be 
!n force for ten years or even longer : ours 
IS a great responsibility, and I do not see how 
we can say that our work will be concluded 
by any given date. It is impossible to judge 
beforehand how long it will take. 

Apart from the current questions before us 
we hav~ to deal with those raised by the Chines~ 
del~gahon, and certain of the American dele
gation's suggestion~ have not yet been assigned 
to th_e Sub-Committees. Moreover, our deli
berations must be such that when the time 

comes to sign the Protpcol and the Agreement, 
we must not have too many reservations or 
declarations. I think it is most important that 
there should be as many signatures as possible 
without reservations, and there is the danger 
that if our discussions are hasty ot incomplete, 
we may not achieve this result. 

Precedents already exist for Conferences ad
journing befor'e Christmas and meeting again 
after the New Year. Why should we not do 
the same ? It is quite easy for Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne to cross the Channel and return a 
few days later. He is not in the same position 
as our first delegate, who cannot get home in 
ten days. We must have a rest, and although 
.J admire the courage of the Chinese delegate, 
I do not share it. We are all tired. . 

As I said before, I quite agree in principle 
with Sir Malcolm Delevingne, but I think that 
it is premature to. discuss d~tails and decide 
everything now. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Bourgois, dele

gate of France, to address the Conference. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : I quite agree with the views 

expressed by the delegates of the United States, 
Poland and Japan. 

I think that the time spent in preparation 
is out of all proportion to the time suggested 
for completing the work. We do not know, 
moreover, the exact extent of the work. 
I do not wish to bring up the question of compe
tence again, but I should like to give just one 
example: namely, the very complicated question 
of China. Sir Malcolm belevingne knows all 
about the Chinese proposals and the discussions · 
of the Diplomatic Corps at Pekin (the documents 
consist of more than 150 pages). . 

I support what M. Sugimura says about Sub
Committee A, which does not yet know upon 
what lines it is to work. As regards the 
Sub-Committee of which I have the honour 
to be Chairman, we have not yet touched the 
question of free ports, nor have the countries 
directly interested in this question of free ports 
and free zones ever been heard either in the 
Preparatory Committee or in the Advisory 
Committee. 

I therefore agree with M. Sugimura that we 
-must be very careful in making estimates and 
forecasts which are somewhat dangerous. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. M Aguero y 

Bethancourt, delegate of Cuba, to address 
the Conference. 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba) : 
Translation : We have to deal with several 

proposals : Sir Malcolm Delevingne's proposal, 
M. Sze's amendment and the proposals made 
by Dr. Chodzko and Mr. Porter. If we· go 
on in this way, we may wander from the point 
and waste time. So far as I can see, the pro
posals submitted by Mr. Porter, Dr. Chodzko 
and M. Sze and supported by M. Sugimura 
and M. Bourgois are practically identical,. 
and these delegates could easily come to an 
agreement. I feel sure, too, that Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne will make concessions. I suggest 
therefore that, to avoid unnecessary discussion, 

. the meeting should adjourn for ten minutes or 
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so and that these gentlemen should form a 
small Sub-Co~mittee. A joint proposal might 
then be submttted, upon which we could take 
a decision. (Applause.) 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (Btitish Empire) : 
I ~ave no objection to the adoption of the sug

gestion of our Vice-President if that is likely 
to produce an agreed result. I am a little 
doubtful whether it will, but I am quite willing 
to try. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : I wish to thank the Cuban 

delega~e for_ his l?roposal. He is quite right. 
Our d1scuss1on m1ght wander from the point. 
In my opinion, however, we have to deal only 
with two proposals : those submitted by 
the Chinese and the United States delegates 
respective!Y· We can adjourn our discussion 
for ten nunutes and a Sub-Committee can dis
cuss the matter if you wish. 

I am sure that Sir Malcolm Dt'levingne had 
no desire to propose anything impo!<sible. It 
never occurred to him that the Conference should 
be adjourned before it had completed its work. 
Subject to your approval, I suggest that 
M. de Aguero's proposal be adopted and the 
meeting adjourned for ten minutes. Sir Mal
colm Delevingne, Mr. Porter and M. Sze might 
discuss the matter and submit a proposal. 

We might even ask these gentlemen to met-t 
without the meeting being adjourned. We ~till 
have to deal with the remaining items on our 
agenda. Item 3 concerns the United States 
proposals, and I should like to ask the United 
States delegation if it is agreeable that this 
proposal should be dealt with while the Sub
Committee is meeting. Another mt>mber of 
the delegation might take 1\lr. Porter'!' place 
for the time being. . 

The Hon. Stephen Q, Porter (United States 
of America) : 

I have no objection to the appointment of 
this Sub-Committee, and certainly no objection 
to the Conference continuing its work during 
my absenct'. May I suggest, however, that, 
in view of the fact that the delegates for Poland, 
Japan, France and Cuba have spoken on this 
subject, the Sub-Committee be t'nlarged so 
as to have the benefit of their judgment in it!l 
deliberations. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : We are entirely in favour of 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne's proposal in principle. 
and would therefore accept it if he would 
agree to the two amendments submitted. This 
would satisfy everybody. 

Dr. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : Neither the President nor Sir 

Malcolm Dt>levingne has raised any objection 
to the two amendmt>nts proposed, so that I 
think the matter might be put differently. 
Sir Malcolm thought that we would finish our 
work before Christmas. \\'e are agreed now that 

. that is impossible. The Conference will there
fore have to meet again after the New Year. 
I propose, therefore, that we say quite frankly 
that,· as we cannot finish our work before 
Christmas, we shall adjourn on December 18th, 
so that we can all go home and meet again 
about January Jrd or 4th, 1925, This would 
settle the point definitely. 

The Preeident : 
Trtlllslatiolf : I do not think we can dt•dde 

to-day whether the Conft•rence will he able 
to finish its work before Christ mas. 

I must also point out that no credits \Wre 
voted for the Conference for 19.!5 under the 
~eague Budget. Credits were \"otcd for prin
tmg and documents but not for mt•t•tings. 

M. de Palacloe (Spain) : 
Trtmslaliolf : I did not propost' to take 

part in this discus.~ion, but I haw changrd 
my mind in view of the Pre><idt•nt's rrmarks. 
The Spanbh dclrgation is of opinion tlu\t the 
Confere.nce should conclude its work n~ spt•t•dily 
as poss1ble- and that we should tht•rcfore ur~:e 
the Sub-Committees to hastl'n tht'ir work. In 
another week, we can jud~o:c how much has 
been done, and t•ach dt•legation can exprl'~~ 
its '1\ishcs and inform the Prrsidt•nt whcthrr 
or not it thinks the work of the Conferl'nCl' 
should ht' SU!<pendcd. 

My personal opinion is that we should go 
on sitting if neces~;ary until the end of Dcc••mbt•r, 
in order to finish our work this war: if the 
majority of the Conft•rt'n('e, ho\wvrr, is in 
favour of adjourning, we might nddrcs~ a n•ctm•st 
to the Council of the League for the ncctssnry 
fund~ to allow of our merting a!{ain in 192~. 

The PrMident: 
Trat1slation : I cannot say at the momt'nt 

if the Council is competent to ~ettle the rpwstion, 
but I am prepart.d to accept the Spamsh dele
gate's statement. If the Council were un11blc 
to settle the question, we could doubtlt•ss come 
to some agreement. The Srerctariat mi~ht, if 
necessary, communicate with the Council. 

J understand that the Spanish c!t-h•gate i~ 
unable to acrept Sir Malcolm Ddcvingno's 
proposal with the American and Chinr~e am••nd
ment'l. 

M. de Palacio• (Spain) : 
Translation : Yes, that is sn. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : I propo~c thcrcforr, that Sir 

l\lalcolm Drlevingne, :M. Sze, Mr. Porter, M. 
Sugimura, M. Bourgois, Dr. Chodzko and the 
First Cuban delegate should meet for a quartt•!' 
of an hour in ordc~r to draft a formula to cover 
the first proposals submitted by the British 
delegation. 

As the Conference has no objection, I declare 
the proposal to set up this small Sub-Committee 
adopted. It is now 12.18 p.m., and we shall 
hope to see them back in a quarter of an hour. 
In the meantime, we will resume the di~cussion 
of our agenda. 

44. ENACTMENT OF EFFECTIVE LAWS OR 
REGULATIONS PROHIBITING THE 
MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF HEROIN: PROPOSALOFTHE DELE
GATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA: REFERENCE OF THE PRO
POSAL TO SUB-COMMITTEE F. 

The President : 
Translation : The third point on our agenda 

is the American delegation's proposal concer
ning Article 9-A of its suggestions. We 
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decided not to refer this question to a Sub
Committee before discussing it at a plenary 
m~-eting. The discussion is now open. · 

I call upon Surgeon-Gene~al Blue, delegate 
of the United States of Amenca, to address the 
Conference. 

Surgeon-General Blue (United States of 
America) : 

l\lr. President, ladies and gentlemen, some 
days ago th~ Conference, by a unanimous vote, 
"'ith the exception of a reservation noted by the 
Netherlands delegation, referred Article 9-A 
of the suggestions of the United States, provi
ding for the suppression of the manufacture 
and distribution of heroin, to the First Committee 
for consideration, and I desire briefly to draw 
attention to the reasons which impelled the 
Goyernment ~f the United States to make 
such a suggestion. 

Although for several years the importation 
into the United States of heroin and other nar
cotic drugs had been prohibited by law, it was 
not until last June that the .Congress enacted 
legislation providing that no crude opium 
might be imported into the United States for 
the manufacture of heroin. Since no crude 
opium is produced in the United States, the 
Act effectively prohibits, so far as the United 
States is concerned, the manufacture and distri
bution of heroin. 

Referring for the moment to Article q-A 
of the suggestions of the United States, you 
will see that there is a footnote reading "See 
Hearings of the Congress of the United States 
accompanying this document". By way of 
explanation, I may say that when a Bill is 
introduced in either branch of the Congress 
the usual practice is to refer the Bill to the 
appropriate Committee for consideration. This 
Committee holds hearings which for the most 
part are open to the public and at which any 
persons interested may appear and present 
arguments either in favour of or against the 
proposed legislation. 

The hearings to which I have referred are 
those before the Committee on Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives to which 
the Bill prohibiting the manufacture of heroin 
had been referred. Upon conclusion of the 
!'earings, that Committee reported unanimously 
m favour of the proposed legislation, and, by 
the Act of. Congress approved June 7th, 1924, 
(the ~ote m both Houses of Congress being 
unammous), the manufacture of heroin was 
prohibited in the United States. 
Ne~d I assure you that the Congress, in sup

pressmg the manufacture of heroin in the United 
Sta_tes, d~d not ac~ hastily but only after mature 
deliberation and m response to the will of the 

.,American people ? As early as 191n, the United 
States Public Health Service, considering that 
the administration of heroin was dangerous 
and that the need for a respiratory sedative 
in medicine might be mrt by the use of other 
k-ss dangerous drugs, prohibited the use of 
heroin. in the _United St.ates Marine Ho~pitals 
and Dtspensanes under tts control. 

Othcr medic'al service~. of the Government 
of the United States were not long in following 
the example set by the Puhlic Health Service, 
so that prior to the passage of the Act of June 
7th last, the Army, Navy and the Veterans' 
Bureau had prohibited the use of heroin on the 
ground that it was a dangerous drug and could 

be replaced by one of the other alkaloids of 
opium with the same t~rapeu~ic · r~sults and 
with less danger of creatmg habttuahon. 

The medical services of the United States, 
however, were not alone in their condemnation 
of the drug. In 1920 the House of Delegates 
of the American Medical Association, with a 
membership totalling 90,ooo, representing So 
per cent of the medical profession in the United 
States, unanimously adopted the following 
resolution : 

"That heroin be eliminated from all 
medicinal preparations, And that it should 
not be administered, prescribed, nor dis
pensed, and that the importation, manu
facture, and sale of heroin should be prohi
bited in the United States". 

The action of the American Medical Associa
tion was not hastily taken but was a result of 
calm deliberation upon the part of a body of 
scientific men who in the light of their judgment 
and experience condemned the use of heroin on 
the ground that the end did not justify the 
means. 

It is, of course, impossible in this brief state
ment to dwell at length upon the medical and 
scientific aspects of this question, but I shall 
endeavour briefly to summarise the reasons 
impelling the medical profession of the United · 
States to condemn the use of this pernicious 
drug. For many years, the medical profession 
had been endeavouring to find a substitute 
for morphia, and in 1898 a German chemist 
subjected morphia to the action of acetic 
acid and produced heroin- or, as the drug is 
scientifically known, diacetyl-morphine hydro
chloride. It is a most significant fact that, at 
the time when the drug was being widely 
heralded as the long-sought-for substitute for 
morphia, German pharmacologists warned phy
sicians, from the beginning, against the use 
of heroin and pronounced it to be not indis
pensable. 

If we can accept the opinion of medical autho
rities of the highest character, heroin possesses 
the double action of cocaine and morphia; 
it produces the excitation of cocaine together 
with the sedative effects of morphia. Heroin 
cuts off the sense of moral responsibility much 
quicker than morphine does, and for that reason 
heroin addicts will the more quickly commit 
crime with no sense of regret or responsibility. 
While heroin obliterates responsibility as does 
also cocaine, the muscular reaction is quicker 
than in the case of the latter drug. From a 
physiological standpoint, the effect of the drug 
is to benumb the inhibitor and to make of 
moral cowards, brutal · brainless men without 
fear and without conscience. As an eminent 
physician has stated: "It inflates the personality 
and exaggerates the ego". 

At the hearing on the Bill to prohibit the 
manufacture of heroin, the chief physician of 
one of the largest prisons in the United States 
testified that 96 per cent of the men admitted 
to the prison who were drug addicts were 
heroin addicts and that the average age of the 
heroin addict was younger than that of other 
prisoners. He further stated. that, in the 
light of years ·of observation and experience, 
he was of the opinion that a very great per- -
centage of men convicted of crime were drug 
addicts who, had they not been influenced by 
the drug habit, would not have become 
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criminals. Th~ magistrate of the largest city 
in the United Stat~s has gone on record as 
stating that 98 per cent of drug addicts are 
nsing heroin and that an addict using morphine 
or cocaine is so rare as to attract attention. 

The small dose and bulk of heroin facilitates 
smuggling and secret addiction. Because of its 
potency and solubility, the d~g may~ snuffed, 
·with the result that the hab1t may ~ read1ly 
acquired and easily conc~aled. 

On account of its poisonous qualities, which 
act upon respiration, heroin bas ~en de.cl~rcd 
to be the most toxic of all drugs of add1chon. 
When you consider that, in the opinion of the 
medical profession, the use of heroin may ~ 
discontinued without interfering with the treat
ment of disease, since it performs no function 
which cannot be supplied by other alkaloids 
of opium, you can readily understand why, i_n 
the light of the abuses of which t_he drug 1s 
susceptible, the Congress of the Umted States 
has prohibited its manufacture and distribution. 
Th~ suppression, however, of the mam~fac

ture of heroin in the United States is of httle 
value unless the other manufacturing nations 
are prepared to take similar action for the reason 
that the heroin abusively used in the United 
States is for the most part manuhctured 
abroad and ~nters th~ country through illicit 
channels. 

While we have every desire to protect, so 
far as may be possible, th~ people of the Unitt>d 
States from the baneful influences of heroin, 
it is not for this reason alone that we are 
appealing to the other manufacturing countries 
represented b~re to sup,rress the ma'.'~facture 
and distribution of th1s most permc1ous of 
all drugs. Drug addiction knows no barrier 
or limitation. The problem of the United 
States to-day will be your problem t,o-.mm ro~, 
and we therefore appeal to you to JOin us •n 
a common cause against a common enemy. 

M, Beland (Canada) : 
Translation : I heartily support the pr<; 

posals submitted to the Con~er~nct> by th~ Um
ted States delegation. Herom IS not cons1dt•red 
indispensable by the medical profession. S~ve
ral well-known hospitals in Canada have g1ven 
up using it entirely.. It~ place c~n ~ take.n 
by codein or morphme 1f a sedative drug 1s 
wanted. The abust of heroin leads to results 
which are far worse than those caused by other 
drugs. . . . 

We have several enem1es w1th wb1ch to con
tend. If we can get rid of one to start with, 
we may hope to dispose of the others more 
easily. 

M. De Mytteneare (Belgium) : 
Translation : I think the Co.nference wi,ll 

have realised from the first Canadian delegate s 
remarks that the question before us is a medi.cal 
one.· To save time, I propose that the questiOn 
of heroin be referred to Sub-Committee F. 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt (Cuba) : 
Translation : I ~g to support the Bt>lgian 

delegate's proposal. · 
M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I also support the Belgian 

proposal. . 
M. von Eckard\ (G~rmany) : . . 
Translation : I am in entire agreement with 

the Belgian proposal. 

M. Falcionl (Italy) : 
Translc1liolf I al~o support the Belgian 

proposal. 

The Preeiden\ 
Tra~tslalioll : As t lwre is no one else on 

mv list to speak, I dt•clare the discu~sion clost•d. 
·we have ~fore us a proposal of tht• Bt'lgian 

delegation, supported by l\1. de Af;':ll<'ro y 
Bethancourt, l\1. de Palacios, l\1. von Et,kardt 
and l\1. Falcioni, that the qut•stion of ht~roin 
~ rt>ferred to Sub-Committee F. 

Do any membt·rs of the Conft•n•nce still wish 
to speak on this qut•stion, or may we rt'Rartl 
the lld~:ian propo~al a~ adoptt•d ? 

Surgeon-Gener•l Blue (tlnih•d Stall's of 
America) : 

On bt·half of the dt•it'gation of the Un,ted 
States, I want to say we wry f(ladly acct~pt the 
suggestion of the honourable tltolt·~a h• for 
Belgium. 

The Preelden\ : 
T'a11slalio11 : As there is no objt•etion, thl' 

Conft•rcnre arrcpts the proposal that this 
question be n•ft•rrt•d to Sub-Committt•e F. 

Adopttd. 

.(,i. CONTROL OF PERSONS MANUFACTU
RING, IMPORTING, SELLING, DISTRIBU
TING OR EXPORTING MORPHINE, CO· 
CAINE OR THEIR RESPECTIVE SALTS 
OR DERIVATIVES AS WELL AS THE 
BUILDINGS IN WHICH THESE PER-

. SONS CARRY ON SUCH INDUSTRY OR 
TRADE : PENALTIES FOR THE IL· 
LEGAL POSSESSION OFTHESE DRUGS: 
ARTICLES 10, 11, 20 AND 20-F OF THE 
SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 

The Preelden\ : 
Tra11slation : The fourth item on our Agl'nda 

concerns Articlos 10, JJ, 20 and 2o-F of tht• 
t:nitcd States' proposal. 

The articles in question wt•rc referred for 
discussion to the Second Committee, whic,b 
did not send them on to the competent Sub
Committees as the opinion had been expressed 
in the Business Committee that it would be 
advisable for a Committee to discuss tlll'm 
before sending them to the Sub-Comm~ttccs .. 

I suggt>st, tht>rdore, that a general clJ~cussJOn 
~ opened or that a propO!Ia) be submitted ~hat 
tht>se articles ~ referred to one of the Sub
Committees. 

M. Dlnlchert (Switzt·rland) : • 
Tra11slalion : I Vt>nturc, as ex-f<apporteur 

of the Business Committee, to make a &ugges
tion. It seems to me that we should gain time 
if we did not discuss these articles now in 
the plenary Conference but re!>{'rved _that 
discussion until a proposal bas been subm1t~ed 
by the Sub-Committee competent to deal With 
them. If my suggestion mt>cts with the appro
val of members of the Conference, our President 
might perhaps ask the Chairman of Sub
Committee E if that Sub-Committee could 
undertake to examine the articles in question 
or refer them to the special Drafting Committee 
appointed by Sub-Committee E. 
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The Preeldent : 
Translation : The Chairman of Sub-Com

mittt'<' E has heard 1\l. Dinichert's _proposal 
and I now ask him if his Sub-Comm1ttee ~an 
deal with Articles 10, II, 20. and 20-F, w~1ch 
cover the whole of the Amt'ncan proposal . 

M. Bourgole (France) : 
Translation : Articles 10 and II are. ob

viously within the competence of Sub-Comm1t!ee 
E. · We could also undertake to . deal w1th 
Articles 20 and 20-F. 

The President : 
Translation : The first Swiss delegate's 

proposal to refer discussion of the articles co":e
red by the American propos~! to Sub-Commtt
tee E is agreed to by the Cha1rman of that Sub
Co~mittee. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
Translation : I beg to point o~tt that. the 

Netherlands delegation has no u~struct.JOns 
regarding the derivatives referred tom Articles 
IO and II. 

The President 
Translation : The remark of the Nether

lands delegate will be mentioned in the record 
of the present meeting. 

Mr. Edwin Neville (United States of Ame
rica) : 

Article 10 of the American proposals is only 
a little widening of paragraph 6 of the second 
part of the Advisory Committee'.s draft.. I 
suggest that Articles 10 and II mtght be sent 
to Committee A if the Chairman of Sub-Com
mittee E thinks that he is not in a position to 
take charge of them. 

The President : 

Translation : Does the United States dele
gate wish these Articles to be referred to Sub
Committee A now or after discussion by Sub
Committee E ? 

Mr. Edwin Neville (United States of Ame
rica) : 
' I understood the Chairman of Sub-Committee 
E to say that that Sub-Committee could only 
take charge of Articles 20 and 20-F. If I 
misunderstood, him, of course I withdraw 
my proposal. 

M. Bourgole (France) : 
Translation : On the contrary, I said that 

we were entitled to discuss Articles 10 and II, 
which come within the competence of Sub

' Committee E. 

M. Dlnlchert (Switzerland) 
Translation : I wish to supplement the 

proposal which I have just made. The Nether
lands delegation has, at the right moment, 
directed our attention, as regards Articles 
10 and II, to the fact that, apart from the new 
and stricter wording of the corresponding pro
visions of the Hague Convention, the United 
States suggestions involve an extension of these 
two arti~les in that the provisions of the Hague 
Convention and all subsequent provisions would 
a_pply n?t only to the products and salts men
honed m the Hague Convention but also 

to derivatives of such. The question of !he 
stricter application of. the H~gue Convention 
involved in these articles nught ~e referre_d 
to Sub-Committee E and the question of the1r 
extension to Sub-Committee F. I see no 
point, however, in referring Articles 10 and II 
to Sub-Committee A, as was sugg_ested, I 
think, by the United States delegatiOn. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : In Articles 10 and ~~. there 

are two distinct points to be considered : 
the question of control in general and the ques
tion of definition involved by control. In the 
first article the word "derivatives" should be 
more clearly defined and emphasised. We 
ask that this special point should be submitted 
to Sub-Committe€' F in order that, whenever 
this word occurs, we may know exactly what 
is meant. by it. I think this was what the 
Netherlands and Swiss delegates had in mind. 

The President : 

Translation : We have before us a proposa 
that these articles - or at least part of them -
be referred to Sub-Committee E and that the 
definition of the word "derivatives" which 
occurs in certain of these articles be referred 
to Sub-Committee F. The Chairman of Sub
Committee F is not here to-day ; but I feel 
sure the Swiss delegate will be good eno~gh 
to explain to him our reasons for refernng 
these articles to the Sub-Committee in ques
tion. 

M. von Eckardt (Germany) : 
Translation : M. Anselmino, the Vice~Chair

man of Sub-Committee F, is here. He could 
give an opinion. 

The President : 

Translation : I did not know that the Vice
Chairman was present. I call upon him now 
to speak. 

M. Anselmino (Germany) : 
Translation : As Vice-Chairman of Sub

Committee F and as substitute for Dr. Carriere, 
I beg to inform you that Article 14, which 
is connected with Articles g, 10, 12 and 13, 
was dealt with by Sub-Committee F. The 
latter can therefore discuss the American 
suggestions. 

The President : 
Translation : If no one has any objection, 

it is agreed, then, that these proposals be refer
red to Sub-Committees E and F. 

(Agreed). 

-
46. PROPOSALS OF THE NORWEGIAN GO-

VERNMENT REGARDING: (a) THE SUB
MISSION OF QUARTERLY STATISTICS; 
(b) THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER Ill 
OFTHE HAGUECONVENTIONTO ECGO
NINE; (c) THE PROPOSED DELETION 
OF THE LAST SENTENCE OF ARTICLE 
10 OF THE HAGUE CONVENTION. 

. The President : 
Translation : The following observations 

have been received from the Norwegian Govern
ment regarding the measures suggested by 
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the Ad"isory Committee as a basis for the 
discussions of the Second Conference (Document 
A. 32 (a)) : 

"Part I. 
"IV. The Norwegian Government cannot 

accede to the provision in accordance with 
which Governments would have to submit 
quarterly statistics of the amounts of the 
substances in question imported and expor
ted by them instead of furnishing an annual 
report, as has hitherto been the practice. 

"As pharmacies are specially inspected 
at regular intervals in Norway and as, 
moreover, conditions in that country render 
supervision of the traffic in these drugs 
an easy matter, the Royal Government is 
of opinion that the annual statistics are 
amply sufficient for the requirements of 
control. There is accordingly every reason 
to believe that any serious abuse would 
speedily be discovered. The Government 
therefore considers that, as regards Norway, 
quarterly reports- which would, moreover, 
entail a considerable amount of work -
cannot be regarded as necessary. 

"Part II. 
"V. The Norwegian Government has 

no objection to the inclusion of ecgonine. 
"VI (co11clusion). The Norwegian Go

vernment cannot accede to . the proposal 
for the deletion of the last sentence in 
Article 10 of the Hague Convention, if 
that is to be taken to mean that chemists 
would have to enter in their books, toge
ther with the name of 'the purchaser, 
each consignment of opium, etc., or of drugs 
containing the foregoing substances, and 
to notify the authorities of the fa~ts. Suc_h 
a provision would be too drastic and 1s 
not essential for the purposes of control. 

. It would, moreover, appear to be imprac
ticable. 

"While dealing with this subject, we 
desire to state that pharmacies in Nor:W:'-Y 
are regularly inspected by the authont1es 
and that the licence system at present 
governing the opening of pharmacies in 
that country is, from the standpoint of 
control, equivalent to a State monopoly." 

I think that Part II comes within the com
petence of Sub-Committee E, ~u.t as I do ~ot feel 
qualified to express an opm10n, I Will call 
upon M. Bourgois, th_e C_hairman of the Sub
Committee, to state h1s vtews. 

M. Bourgoia (France) : 
Translation : Sub-Committee F has already 

taken a decision concerning ecgonine. This 
question is within t~e competence of Sub
Committee E, as also IS paragraph VI. 

M. Dinichert. (Switzerland) : 
Translation : There seems to be some mis

take. I think that the Norwegian proposal before 
us is the one concerning the books ~o be k~pt 
by chemists. It seems to me that this q?estJon 
should be dealt with first by Sub-Comrmttee E 
or its Drafting Committee. I think I h~ard 
some mention of referring it to Sub-Comrmttee 
F. 

The President : 
Translation : There has been some misun

derstanding. The first part of the Norwegian 

proposal has already ~-en referred to one of the 
Sub-Committees. and it is with the second part 
that we are dealing now. 

M. Dinlchert. (Switzt•rland) : 
TranslalioH : The first part of the Nonn•gian 

proposal was referred some time ago to the 
First Committee, which has probably pa;;st'd it 
on to one of its Sub-Committees. the second 
part, howewr, with which we are dealing now, 
and which was referred before to the St•cond 
Committee, set•ms to me to come within tht' 
competence of Sub-Committt•r E and not bf 
Sub-Committee F. 

The President : 
Tra,slatioH : Part II, "the Go\·ernnwnt lm~ 

no objection to the inclusion of. ecgonine", . 
has not yet bt•t'n rdt•rn·d to any Sub-Committt't'. 
I think it should be dt'alt with by Sub-Comn'tittt•r 
F. 

M. Dlnlchert. (Swi t zt•rland) : 
Trtmsl•llio" : That is quite correct. We 

did not discuss that point, as we did not rrgard 
it as a proposal but simply as information, 
which there was no nced to refer to any Sub
Committee. We might, howewr, do so now 
if it is considered dt•sirablt•. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : Are you ~Jll'aking of the rnd 

of paragraph VI ? 

M. Dlnlchert. (Switzerland) 

Translation : Yt·s. This pnragraph should 
be referred to Sub-Commiltt•e E. It~ Chnirman 
approves of thi~ proposal. 

The Preeldent : 
Trcmslation : What do you suggest should 

be done with the la.~t part : "'While dealing 
with this subject, we desire to ~tate that 
pharmacies in Norway ...... " ? 

M. Dlnlchert. (Switzerland) : 
Translation That part il' indudcd in 

paragraph VI. 

The Preelden~ 
Translation : We are agreed, then, tt.at 

this proposal should be reft!rred to Sub-Com
mittee E. 

If the Conference ha§ no objection, I declare 
this proposal adopted. 

(Agreed). 

41. CO-ORDINATION OF THE WORK OF 
SUB-COMMITTEES A, B, C AND D 
AND APPOINTMENT OF A DRA"IN$) 
COMMITTEE : PROPOSALS OF THE 
BRITISH DELEGATION : REPORT OF 
THE SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : I have just heard the result 

of the Sub-Committee's discussion. The sug
gestion is that the Conference should accept 
the proposals mentioned in paragraphs II and III 
concerning the appointment of a Committee of 
Co-ordination and a Drafting Committee, and 
that no dates should be mentioned. The first 
part of Sir l\lalcolm Delevingne's proposal 
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is withdrawn for the time being. The discussion 
will be resumed later, probably on Thursday. 

The Sub-Committee has also asked me to 
request the Chairmen of the various Sub
Committees to expedite. their work. as far as 
possible. I hereby do so. 

In reply to the. Polish delegate's remarks 
concerning the formalities of this Conference, 
I may say that the organisation of the work 
of an International Conference has never been 
so difficult. I do not know the reason for 

• this, but I must defend the Chair against 
the Polish delegate's reproach. Moreover, the 
purpose of these formalities was to facilitate 
our work and to enable the Conference to 
conclude its work more speedily. 

Dr Chodzko (P9land) : 

Tr-anslation : I had no idea of criticising 
our President, who has the esteem and confi
dence of the whole Conference. 1· simply 
wished to emphasise the fact that, as our pre
paratory work had taken three weeks, we must 
leave plenty of time for the real work of the 
Conference. · 

The Preeldent : 

Translation : Three weeks is rather an 
exaggeration. ~ut I do not wish to prolong 
the discussion. 

As no one has any objection to offer, I declare 
Sir Malcolm Delevingne's proposal, as amended 
by the Sub-Committee, adopted.. The amen-
ded text read as _follows : · 

· "r. That a joint meeting of represen- . 
tatives of Sub-Committees A, B, C and · D 
be held for. the purpose of co-ordinating 
the conclusiOns of these Sub-Committees 
and presenting a joint report to the Ple
nary Conference. 

"Sub-Committees A, B and D shall each 
nominate two members in addition to the 
Chairman and Committee C one member · 
in addition to the Chairman, to represent 
them at the meeting. 

"z. That a Drafting Committee be . 
appointed forthwith, consisting of the 
President of the Conference and five per
sons to be nominated by the President, and 
that this Committee commence its work 
as soon as the report of any of the Sub
Committees has been approved by the 
Conference." 

The propos·at was adopted. 

I wish to thank the Conference for this 
mark of confidence. I cannot appoint the 
members of the Drafting Committee now but 
.I intend to make a statement later. ' 

The Conference rose at I~l:5 p.m. 

IMPaJURI& DV « IOUIUfAL D. GaMba. 
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48. PETITION FROM THE WHITE CROSS 
INTERNATIONAL ANTI-NARCOTIC SO
CIETY. 

The President : 
Translation : Ladies and gentlemen, be

fore we begin the discussion of the items on 
our agenda, Mrs. Hamilton Wright has asked 
me to allow her to read a petition signed by a 
large number of American citizens. 

I call upon Mrs. Hamilton Wright to speak. 

Mre. Hamillon Wright (United States of 
America) : 

Mr. President and honourable delegates 
of the Conference, I have been asked to pre
sent this petition from the White Cross of 

America, which 1\lrs. Stur!(es was to have pre
sented, together with this letter which she has 
written. In the letter she 5ays : 

"On November 2oth, wht•n I prrsented 
to the Conference the petition from the 
White Cross of America, 1 asked permission 
to add the thousands of names that were 
on their way here. At that time I had 
no idea that instead of thousands of these 
names there would he million~. I am 
now prepared to inform the Cunft:rt•ncc 
that enough millions of Am<'ricans have 
signed this petition to r<'prcst•nt ovt'r one
half of the population of the United States. 
As only persons over 2 I years of age 
could sign the petition, these numbers nrc 
significant. They mean that nearly all the 
adult population of the United States is 
solidly behind Mr. Portt•r and the American 
delegation, and tlwse millions arc followin~ 
closely what is being done here at Geneva, 
through the Press despatches which reach 
our country day by day. 

"Our country is united in its desire to 
see the production of opium and dang1,rous 
drugs reduced to the actual medil:al require
ments of the world, with no surplus left 
over for abuse. 

"Some idea of the kinds of people and 
organisations that are asking for this 
reduction may be gained from my mention-• 
ing just a few of the largest bodies that 
have signed the petition : the American 
Federation of Labour, representing twenty 
millions ; Chambers of Commerce in the 
various States ; the American Legion ; 
the Salvation Army; the Federation of 
Women's Clubs (five millions) ; the Knights 
of Columbus, and other Catholic organisa
tions, etc., which means that there is a 
vast public sentiment .in America which 
is urging this Conference to take positive 
and decisive41!;teps to put down the opium 
traffic." · 
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The petition from the White Cross of America · 
reads as follows : 

"Petition from the White Cross Inter
national Anti-Narcotic Society, Se~ttle, 
Washington, U.S.A., to the International 
Opium Conference. . . . 

"The undersigned, viewmg m the grow
ing addiction to narcotic drugs a de_adly 
menace to individuals and to n.atiO.ns, 
an insidious rapidly-spreading pmsomng 
of the human race, which can be over~ome 
only by the co-operation among all nat~ons, 
respectfully petition t~e ~nternatlonal 
Opium Conference assembling m November 
1924 to •adopt measures adequate !or total 
extirpation of the plants from which they 
originate, except as f~mnd n~cessary for 
medicine and science m the Judgment of 
the best medical opinion of the world," 

and then there follow the names. 

The President : 
Translation : This letter and petition will 

be included in the records of the meeting. The 
signatures will be ?eposited with the Secreta
riat and may be mspected by the members 
of the Conference. 

49. COMPOSITION OF THE DRAFTING 
COMMITTEE. 

The President : 
Translation : The first item on our agenda 

concerns the nomination of the members of 
the Drafting Committee. At its last meeting 
the Conference passed a resolution authorising 
me as President to appoint these members 
without delay. . 

I have to inform you that I have appomted 

• 

the following : 
M. Arturo PrNTO-EscALIER (Bolivia). 
Sir Malcolm DELEVINGNE (British Empire). 
l\1. BOURGOIS (France). 
111. SUGIMURA (Japan). . . 
Mr. PORTER (United States of America). 
All these delegates have agreed to serve on 

the Committee. 

50. COMPOSITION OF THE INDIAN DELE
GATION : DEPARTURE OF Mr. .J, 
CAMPBELL AND APPOINTMENT OF 
Mr • .J. C. WALTON. 

The President : 
Translation : I have just received. the follow

ing letter from the India Office : 
"Your Excellency is aware that Mr. 

J. Campbell, C.S.I., O.B.E., who was 
appointed one of the delegates of India at 
the International Conference on Drugs, 
now in session, is obliged to return to 
Greece in connection with his duties as 
British member of the Greek Refugee 
Settlement Commission. 

"I have the honour to inform you, on 
behalf of the Secretary of State for India, 
that Mr. J. C. WALTON has been appointed 
as a representative of the Government of 
India in addition to Mr. H. CLAYTON, 
C. I. E., for the remainder of the session 
of the Conference." 

The letter from the India Office was noted. 

51. COMPOSITION OF THE TURKISH DE
LEGATION AND ITS REPRESENTATION 
ON SUB-COMMITTEE F. 

The President : 
Translation : I have just. received . the 

following letter from the Turkish delegation : 

(Translation) "I have . th~ honour to 
inform you that M. Nunddi~ BEY, Pro
fessor of Agricultural Che~Istry ~t . the 
Agricultural College, Constantmople, JOmed 
the Turkish delegation yester?ay as . a 
member and technical expert m chemis
try." 

I propose that heshouldjoinSub-CommitteeF. 
I read the last part of this letter to your 

Business Committee this afternoon. That Com
mittee decided to propose to the Conference 
that the new Turkish delegate be appointed to 
Sub-Committee F. I hope that you have no 
objection to this proposal. 

The proposal was adopted. 

52. IMPOSITION OF PENALTIES FOR OF
FENCES AGAINST THE PROVISIONS OF 
THE CONVENTION TO BE CONCLUDED 
BYTHECONFERENCE: PROPOSALOF 
THE EGYPTIAN DELEGATION : REFE
RENCE TO THE CO-ORDINATION COM
MITTEE. 

The President ·: 
Translation : The Business Committee has 

to~day examined the f~llowing rec_ommendation 
proposed by the Egyptian delegation : 

"That the Powers signatories of the 
Convention impose uniform penalties for 
offences against the provision.s of the Con
vention to be concluded by this Conference, 
or at least that they should mention in 
the Convention that the penalty will not 
be less than that provided for misde-
meanours. " 

The Business Committee proposes that this 
recommendation be referred to the Co-ordina
tion Committee. 

Does anyone wish to speak on this question ? 
As no one desires to speak, I declare the pro

posal adopted. 
Adopted. 

53. QUESTION OF THE POSSIBLE AD
JOURNMENT OF THE CONFERENCE. 

The President : 
Translation : The next item on the. agenda 

refers to the possible adjournment of the 
Conference. I included this question on the 
agenda in order that you might have an ~ppor
tunity of discussing the matter if you Wished. 
You may perhaps remember that a Sub-Co.m
mittee was appointed at the last meeting 
to consider a proposal submitted by. the ~rst 
British delegate ; following the ~Iscussions 
of that Sub-Committee two resolutions were 
submitted to the Conference concerning the 
Co-ordination Committee and the Drafting Com
mittee the members of which latter Committee • 
I have just nominated. 
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The Sub-Committee did not come to any 
agreement as regards the adjournment of the 
Conference ; it simply stated that the matter 
would have to be discussed later. I visited the 
different Sub-Committees !nd informed them 
that I had no intention, at all events for the 
moment, of suggesting an adjournment. If the 
Conference wishes to discuss the question, now 
is the time ; otherwise we will proceed with 
the discussion on the other items of the agenda. 

Does anyone wish to speak on this point ? 
As no one wishes to speak, the discussion is 

closed. The question will be dealt .with when
ever any delegation wishes to raise it. 

54. PREPARED OPIUM : CHAPTER II OF 
THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA : MOTION SUB
MITTED BY THE UNITED STATES 
DELEGATION. 

The President ~ 

Tra.nslation : The following motion has 
been submitted by the United States delegation 
and is now open for discussion : 

"On behalf of the delegation of the 
United States of America, I hereby present 
for the consideration of the Conference 
Chapter II of the Suggestions of the United 
States of America, and move that the 
proposals contained in this Chapter be 
referred by the Conference to an appro
priate Committee for consideration." 

I call upon the Hon. Stephen G. Porter to 
address the Conference. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States of 
America) : 

Mr. President and members of the Confe
rence, in submitting my motion a brief word 
may not be out of place, merely in order to 
show that we are following a precedent already 
established in this Conference. 

On November 22nd the first report of the 
Business Committee was adopted. On behalf 
of the delegation of the United States, I made 
the following declaration : 

"In the opinion of the delegates of the 
United States, the report of the Business 
Committee seems to curtail the scope of 
the Conference. It may not do so, but, 
on the other hand, it may. We have no 
desire to delay matters, and therefore I 
shall put on record a statement in the 
nature of a reservation. 

"It is the opinion of the United S!ates 
delegation that the report of the Busmess 
Committee may unduly curtail the scope 
of the Conference, and my delegation, 
having no desire to delay the work, will 
vote in favour of the adoption of the report, 
but on the express condition that it will 
be permitted to present to the Conference, 
or to the appropriate Committees thereof, 
for consideration on their merits, the 
suggestions of the United States, or such 
portions thereof as it may deem germane 
to the purpose of the Conference. Our 
instructions are such that we would find 
it difficult to proceed further in the Confe
rence without this clear understanding." 

At the ninth plenary meeting, held on Novem
ber 27th, the Rapporteur of the Business 

Committee, after explaining the reference of 
the programme of the Advisory Committee 
to the various Committees of the Conference, 
made this statement : 

"The Business Committee proceeded to 
consider the draft submitted by the United 
States delegation. I think that many of 
us felt some regret at being obliged - if 
I might so express it - to dissect such 
an admirably constructed plan. 

"As it had been decided that questions 
coming under Part I of the Advisory Com
mittee's programme should be referred to 
the First Committee and those under Part 
II to the Second Committee, it naturally 
followed that the American draft should be 
distributed in the same way. After dis
cussion, we decided upon the proposal, 
which there is no need for me to rei'eat 
as it is included in the second report of 
the Business Committee which is already 
before you. • 

"The Business Committee decided to 
leave on one side for the time being the 
Preamble of the American draft, interesting 
though it was, for it felt that any preamble 
was simply a summary of the contents of 
an agreement, and it thought that it was 
better, before dealing with the Preamble, 
to see what there was in the agreement to 
which it was an introduction. 

"If you read through Article I, you will 
note that the subject with which it deals 
belongs to the group of questions which 
we propose to hold over. The same applies 
to Part II, which corresponds to Chapter II 
of the Hague Convention." 

In the second report of the Business Committee 
(Annex I4), referring to the complete scheme 
submitted by the United States delegation, the 
following statements are made : · 

"The first article is reserved, that is 
to say, it is not .for the moment referred 
to either of the Committees. The United 
States delegation, however, has reserved 
the right to raise the question dealt with 
in the first article of the draft, either in 
Committee or at a plenary meeting of the 
Conference." • 

"Chapter II, including the definition of 
prepared opium and Articles 6, 7 and 8, 
has been reserved under the same condi
tions as Article I." 

"Article 9 (a), dealing with heroin, is 
also reserved." 

At the tenth plenary meeting held on Novem
ber 28th, the President said : 

"The plenary meeting of to-day was 
fixed by a decisiOn of the First Comnuttee ....• 
the Conference will remember that it 
decided to leave to its Business Committee 
the duty of preparing a programme of 
work. Your Business Committee has ap
plied itself to its task, and after a very 
thorough examination has been able to sub
mit to you a programme of work. Some 
of the questions which concern this Confe
rence are distributed between the First 
and Second Committees, while certain parts 
of other questions are held back by the 
Business Committee. 

"This programme of work was submitted 
to the Conference by the Rapporteur of the 
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Business Committee, the distinguished dele
gate for Switzerland, and you accepted the 
programme and the distribution of work 
proposed in it. 

"We have to deal with two proposals 
which have been submitted to the Confe
rence by the United States delegation. The 
first proposal...... presents for considera
tion by the Conference Article 9 (a) of 
the Suggestions of the United States of 
America. The other proposal.. .... presents 
for consideration by the Conference Article 
I ... 

The Conference will recall that, in regard to 
Articles I and 9 (a), action w~ taken. ~ollow
ing that practice, I now ?e.me _to br~ng up 
for consideration the remammg 1tem m the 
A!l).erican programme. 

On behalf of the delegation of the United 
States of America, I hereby present for the 
consideration of the Conference Chapter II 
of the Suggestions of the United State_s of 
America, and move that the proposals conta~ned 
in this Chapter be referre~ by the Conf~rence 
to an appropriate Comm1ttee for considera
tion. 

If there is no objection, I shall not read the 
immaterial parts of Chapter II, as they relate 
only to minor ame~dment~. I will only ca_ll 
attention to the pomt which to our mmd 1s 
the vital part of the work of this Conference, 
namely, Article 8 : 

"Each Contracting Party in whose ter
ritory the use of prepared opium is now 
temporarily permitted agrees to reduce its 
imports of raw opium for the purpose 
of making prepared opium by ten per cent 
of its present importation each year for 
a period of ten years beginning with the 
date of ratification of this Convention by 
it, and further agrees not to supplement the 
reduction by domestically produced opium ; 
and further agrees that at the end of such 
period of ten years it will prohibit the 
importation of raw opium for the purpose 
of making prepared opium. By •present 
importation' is understood the impor
tation during the twelve months imme-

" diately preceding the date the Contrac
ting Party ratifies this Convention." 

I therefore move that the foregoing proposals 
be referred by the Conference to an appropriate 
Committee for consideration. 

The President : 

Translation : I call upon 1\1. van Wettum, 
delegate of the Netherlands, to address the 
Conference. 

M. van WeUum (Netherlands) : 
:Mr. Chairman· and · gentlemen, if the pro

posal of the United States delegation be taken 
up by the Conference, a situation will arise 
which, in my opinion, is without precedent 
in the history of international conferences. 
I do not desire to enter into an examination 
of legal or juridical points to show that this 
question is outside the scope of the Conference, 
nor do I wish to explain here the enormous 
difficulties which will confront the Conference 
if it de_cid~ to add to its task a larger and even 
more mtncate programme, the work of the 
Conference already being ~o heavy that most 

of us feel tired after four weeks of strenuous 
effort. 

Under a sense of restraint, I shall keep silent 
upon these points. I do, however, want the Confe
rence to understand that it would be preposte
rous for it to declare null and void the results 
reached by another Conference and recklessly 
to embark on an endeavour to draft a new 
Convention concerning a problem of which most 
of the members here assembled have had no 
experience. Such a course would, in my opinion, 
not only show an insufficient sense of r~spon-. 
sibility, but would also mean· the _Passmg of 
a verdict on the members of the Fust Confe
rence and the Governments which they repre
sent. Such ·a situation is both impossible and .. 
intolerable. 

If such a regrettable precedent were · once 
established by a Conference -held under the 
auspices of the League, most Governments will 
in future have grave and well-justified mis
givings regarding the desirability of being repre
sented at such international meetings. 

Gentlemen, you have been working for four 
weeks. ·You know now the difficulties that must 
be overcome before our goal can be reached. 
You also will find that the results of your 
work will not satisfy those who wish to reform 
the world in one day. 

As the President of the First Conference, 
I can assure the present Conference that the 
Convention agreed upon after three weeks of 
strenuous work, and which will be signed to
morrow, is an important step forward. Cir
cumstances explicitly mentioned in the Preamble 
of that agreement have made it impossible for 
us to make more progress at. this tim!!. But 
we hope that those circumstances over 'Yhich we 
have now no control will disappear and will 
give us a chance to advance another step. 
For that reason we have bound ourselves to 
re-assemble again at the latest in 1929 with the 
firm intention to continue the struggle with 
every means at our disposal. 

In conclusion, I would say one word to those 
idealists who are throwing stones at men 
who are no less honest and sincere, no less 
desirous than they are to fight against the evil. 
l would ask them to continue to give us the 
encouragement of their lofty ideals, of their 
unceasing call to persevere, but I would also 
ask them to have some consideration for those 
who, plodding their way along the difficult 
uphill path, have to translate ideals into 
efficient action. 

I do not want to say more at present on the 
subject. In my opinion this Conference has 
no right or qualification to go over the ground 
which has been exhausted by the First Con
ference. If unhappily a decision to the contrary 
were taken, I should be obliged, acting under 

. the instructions of my Government, formally to . 
protest against such procedure and to abstain 
from taking part in your discussions on the 
subject. 

The President : 
Translation: I call upon Sir Malcolm Dele" 

vingne, delegate of the British Empire, to 
address the Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) 
Mr. President, the proposal before us su~ge~ts · 

that seven Governments having .terr1tor1es 
in the Far East in which the use of opium for 
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smoking is temporarily permitted in pursuance 
of and in accordance with Chapter II of the 
Hague Convention shall take certain measures 
for the purpose of carrying out their obliga
tions under that Chapter. The proposal is 
brought forward by the delegation of a Govern
ment which is not one of those seven Govern
ments, and it is submitted to a Conference 
which has been summoned for a different pur
pose, the Governments represented on that 
Conference having for the most part no connec
tion with the matter. Moreover, the subject 
in question has been referred to another and 
a separate Conference, also summoned by the 
Council of the League, and composed of repre
sentatives of the interested countries. The 
view of the British delegation with regard to 
the proposal is quite clear. It is that the matter 
is not within the competence of this Conference 
and is not the concern of this Conference. 
The British delegation can take no part in the 
discussion of the question. 

The consideration of competence is the domi
nating consideration in regard to this proposal, 
and in our view the subject could only be added 
to the agenda of the Conference by a unanimous 
decision of all the delegations assembled here. 

There is another consideration which I think 
should carry great weight with the Conference 
in dealing with this proposal. The First Con
ference has, with considerable difficulty, arrived 
at an agreement. I do not wish to pretend that 
that agreement is all, or nearly all, that we could 
have desired. It is a matter for great regret 
to the British delegation, and I have no doubt 
to other delegations also, that we have been 
unable to go further, and, in particular, that 
no proposals for direct limitation have been 
found to be possible under the conditions at 
present existing in the Far East. 

The reasons why they have not been found 
to be possible were explained and discussed at 
the First Conference, and it would be out of 
place for me to go into them in detail here. 
I cannot, however, for a moment admit that 
the work of the First Conference, and the agree
ment which it has reached, deserves the attack 
which I am sorry to see Bishop Brent has 
distributed to the members of this Conference. 
It would be a great mistake if (as he suggested. 
in his appeal) that agreement were not signed 
or ratified. . 

The delegate of the United States of America· 
in his speech has given us no reason for bringing 
forward the proposal at this Conference. The 
United States delegation, which was present at 
Geneva last year, intimated that it was not con
cerned with the subject of the First Conference, 
and the United States Government ha.s not given 
any notice to the interested Governments that 
it was proposed to raise this question at this 
Conference.. I . cannot understand why, in 
these circumstances, such a proposal (which 
I am afraid will have the effects that the dele
gate ·for the Netherlands has suggested) has 
been brought forward. 

I have one thing more to say, and it is this. 
One of the chief difficulties with which the 
Governments which have to deal with this 
matter are confronted is the fact that the 
question has been surrounded by a cloud of 
prejudice and misrepresentation. Illy own 
Government has been made the subject of 
continual attacks, based on such prejudice 
and misrepresentation, which it deeply resents. · 

My Government has nothing to conceal. It 
has laid before the First Conference the reports 
of the enquiries conducted in the Colonies for 
the purpose of the First Conference in regard 
to the question of the use of opium for smoking. 

lily Government, moreover, has no wish to 
take up an obstructive attitude in this matter, 
and I am instructed by it to declare that the 
British Government is perfectly willing that 
a small and impartial Commission of Enquiry, 

. on which none of the interested Powers would 
be represented, should be appointed by the 
Council of the League and should make a· 
thorough examination of this question : such 
a Commission would visit for the purpose 
the Far Eastern territories in which the use 
of opium for smoking is still permitted ; it 
would visit the Philippines, in which a measure of 
prohibition was introduced some years d'!;o ; 
it would visit China, where the existing condi
tions constitute one of the great difficulties 
which the Far Eastern Powers have to face in 
dealing with this subject ; and it would make 
a report to the Council as to what further 
measures, if any, could be usefully taken in 
order to bring about the effective and gradual 
suppression of lhe use of opium for smoking 
which is provided for in Chapter II of the Hague 
Convention. 

I make no formal proposal, of course, to this 
Conference; We do not regard the matter as 
one for this Conference. The assent of the 
other States interested would have to be 
obtained. The British Government wishes me, 
however, to take this opportunity of making 
its attitude in this matter clear to the world. 

The Presldenl : 
Translation : I call upon M. Buero, dele

gate of Uruguay, to address the Conference. 

M. Buero (Uruguay) : 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen, the Uruguayan delegation has once 
more great pleasure in supporting the proposal 
submitted by the United States delegation. 
We cannot be indifferent to the failure of the 
First Conference, as the questions with which 
it dealt come within the general scheme of 
our work. • 

The Hague Convention of 1912 is a complete 
whole, and the principles underlying it should, 
at all events theoretically, guide us as well as 
the First Conference. 

It was decided to invite only the States 
directly concerned to discuss the measures to 
be taken by countries in which the use of pre
pared opium is authorised under Chapter II 
of the 1912 Convention, and there is a simple 
and logical explanation for this procedure. The 
object was to arrive more rapidly at an agree-• 
ment, by avoiding a long discussion in which 
the delegates of those countries would take the 
chief part .. 

This, in my opinion, in no way justifies the 
assumption that our Conference was not to 
have the right to deal with the 1912 Convention 
as a whole, and with Chapter II in particular. 
It must not be forgotten that the 1912 Conven
tion was signed by States which were not 
invited to be present at the First Conference, 
and it is natural that such States, when taking 
part in the Second Conference, should wish to 
discuss questions relating to the application or 
amendment of that Convention. A distinction 
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as N"gards terminology was made betwee.n 
the First and Second Conferences, but th1s 
must not be regarded as a fundamental dis
tinction and none of the States represented . . 
here which signed the Hague Convention can 
consent to a division of its provisions. 

It was agreed provisionally that the questions 
referred to in Chapter II of the Hague Conv~n
tion should be discussed first by a group consist
ing only of members representing. the eight 
countries directly concerned, but it was under
stood that the delegates of those countries 

·would submit to the Second Conference an 
agreement for the application of the decisions 
or principles contained in Chapter II of the 
Hague Convention, and that this agreement 
would be examined with a view to its adoption 
by all the countries concerned -that is to say, 
b?all the members of this Conference. . 

If satisfactory rules for the application of 
Chapter II of the Convention had been esta
blished by the First Conference, there would 
have been no need for us to discuss them, or 
the discussion would, at all events, have been· 
very short. . 

This explains why it was decided to convene 
the two Conferences almost at the same time. 
Unfortunately, matters did not turn out as 
was hoped,· and, despite the preparatory work 
done by the First Conference, the whole ques
tion has to be dealt with by our Conference. 

There can be no technical objection to the 
proposal that the Second Conference should 
discuss all the questions relating to opium that 
are included in the 1912 Convention, especially 
as questions such as that of opium for chewing 
and of coca leaves were not dealt with by the 
First Conference. . 

Our Conference was convened for two specific 
purposes- to give effect to the principles sub
mitted by the United States delegation and 
to give effect to the policy adopted by the 
League on the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee. 

We know what these principles are. They 
are to be found on page 202 of Document C. 
418. M. 184. 

"1. If the purpose of the Hague Opium 
~nv~n_tion is to ~ achieved according to 
1t.s spmt and true mtent, it must be recog
msed that the use of opium products for 
other . than medicinal and scientific pur
poses IS an abuse and not legitimate. 

"2. In order to prevent the abuse of 
these drugs, it is necessary to exercise 
~he control of the production of raw opium 
m such a manner that there will be no sur
plus available for non-medicinal and non
scienti fie purposes." . 

• If. I have alluded to these principles, it is 
not m order to raise the question of compe
tence, ~~t simfly to confirm my statement that 
no _deCision o the Council or Assembly exists 
which sets arbitrary limits to the problem before 
us. Otherwise, the present Conference would 
have ~n convened in order to study this or 
that art1cle of the H~gue Convention, and not 
to study the Convention as a whole in the light 
of the Ameri~an principles. 

I ~epeat -It would be a different matter if the 
proVJ~tons of Chapter II were signed only by 
the etght States directly concerned. This is 
not the case, and the States signatories to the 1 
1912 Convention which are represented at the. 

Second Conference are competent to discuss 
matters relating to the execution, the future and 
the amendment of the Convention, and have 
a right to insist upon examining the conclusions 
reached by the States represented at the First 
Conference. 

I shall quote a sentence of the United States 
delegate, Mr. Porter, who said : "There is 
nothing sacrosanct in the terms of the invita
tion addressed to these participating States". 
I think it would be a misfortune if the efforts 
of our Second Conference to reach its humani
tarian goal were to meet with obstacles of a 
purely technical character. Practical idealists 
have fixed their hopes on this Conference ; 
they believe that the outcome will be for the 
betterment of humanity and the physical 
and moral well-being of suffering mankind. 
(Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon the H(m. Stephen 

G. Porter, delegate of the United States, to 
address the Conference. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, the 
distinguished delegate for the Netherlands re
ferred to the fact that we were trying to reform 
the world in one day. I must dissent from 
that statement, because we are merely asking 
that the day be fixed when the performance 
of an obligation, solemnly made years ago, 
will begin. Idealism has helped the world 
a good deal. I do not ~now whether I· am 
an idealist or not ; that is a matter for my asso
ciates and friends. 

The Hague Opium Convention was, as a 
matter of fact, executed many years ago, and 
it has been put into effect, so far as prepared 
opium is concerned, by a large majority of the 
signatories to that Convention, and we are 
merely asking here, not that you pass judgment 
upon the merits of this matter, but that you 
should consider whether or not the time is 
ripe when we have the right to demand that 
the .nations which have not complied with 
Chapter II of the Convention shall fix a defi-

. nite date for that compliance. 
The Conference will recall that, at its first 

plenary meeting, I filed, immediately after 
the adoption of the agenda, a declaration on 
behalf of the delegation of the United States 
of America ; that declaration was noted and 
placed on record in the proceedings of the Con- · 
ference. The declaration to which I refer 
reads as follows : 

"The United States delegation respect
fully reserves the right to move that the 
agenda be amended in the event of the 
First Conference not providing an effective 
means for the suppression of the traffic in 
prepared opium or failing to reach an 
agreement. 

"We are confronted with an unfortu
nate situation which cannot be solved by 
an appeal to technicalities. Whether or 
not the findings of the First Conference were 
to have been reported directly to the 
Second Conference, the latter at least 
needs to know them in order to deal 
effectively with the subject of production. 
The First Conference has thus far reached 
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no agreement, and we have nothing before 
us. 

" The dictates of common-sense demand 
a frank admission of the dilemma in which 
this failure to reach an agreement has 
placed the Second Conference, and a con
sideration of the possibility and wisdom 
of widening the scope of our discussion to 
include the subject of the progressive sup
pression of the traffic in prepared opium. 
The Hague Convention lays the responsi
bility for this matter upon all the contract
ing Powers without distinction. 

"It is only fair to state that the represen
tatives of the United States, foreseeing 
the possibility of such a situation as has 
arisen, consistently contended at the meet
ings of the Fifth Committee of the Assem
bly of 1923 for one instead of two Confe
rences. In view of these facts, the United 
States delegation respectfully reserves the 
right to move the amendment of the 
agenda in the event of the First Conference 
not providing an effective means for the 
suppression of the traffic in prepared 
opium or failing to reach an agreement." 

At the time when the foregoing declaration 
was made, a doubt existed as to whether the 
First Conference would be able to reach an 
agreement with regard to the means to be 
adopted for the effective suppression of the 
traffic in prepared opium. It now appears 
from the draft Convention that the ·First Con
ference has finally concluded an agreement 
to which, I understand, the signatures are to 
be formally affixed on "December 13th, 1924. 
Since, therefore, the First Confere11ce has 
practically concluded its work, it becomes 
pertinent to enquire whether the agreement 
reached accomplishes the purpose for which 
the Conference was called. 

The United States was not represented at 
the First Conference and the question may 
naturally arise why the United States is. parti
cularly concerned with what transpired there. 
The United States and most of the Powers 
represented here, as well as the countries 
represented at the First Conference, are parties 
to the International Opium Convention of 
1912, which forms the basis of the present 
international control of the traffic in opium, 
cocaine and their narcotic derivatives. Under 
Article 6 of that Convention, the Contracting 
Powers solemnly undertake to "take measures 
for the gradual and effective suppression of 
the manufacture of, internal trade in, and use 
of, prepared opium, with due regard to the 
varying circumstances of each country con
cerned, unless regulations on the subject are 
already in existence". 

Prior to the conclusion of the Convention, 
the importation of prepared opium into the 
United States was prohibited by law. This 
law, however, did not prevent the importation 
of raw opium into the United States for the 
purpose of manufacturing prepared opium, _and 
in many of our large cities prepared op1um 
was so extensively used as to present a real 
problem. In 1914. however, the Con~ess, 
with a view to carrying out the pr~visi~ms 
of the Hague Convention, enacted leg~slahon 
which in effect prohibited the use of prepared 
opium in the United States, and, to-day, _the 
prepared opium problem, so far 3;s the Umted 
States is concerned, no longer eXIsts. 

I would not have you inferthat the United 
States is the only na"tion to take effective mea
sures to carry out the obligations undertaken 
under Article 6 of the Hague Com·ention, 
for it is a matter of common knowledge that 
a number of other nations signatory to the Con
vention have likewise carried out their part 
of the agreement. It may, perhaps, be accu
rate to state that the use of prepared opium 
has been effectively stamped out in every 
country except in the Far Eastern terri
tories of the countries represented at the First 
Conference. 

The United States, or, in fact, any nation 
signatory to the Hague Convention which 
has fulfilled in good faith the obligations under 
that Convention, may without question not 
only ascertain whether the other signatory 
Powers have fulfilled their obligations but ftlay 
also insist, should occasion arise, that such 
Powers take the steps necessary to that end. 
Moreover, a Power which is signatory to the 
Hague Convention possesses the further right 
to insist that other signatory Powers do not, 
by means of supplementary agreements 
between themselves or by other means, weaken 
the Hague Convention m such a manner as 
to release themselves from the fulfilment of 
obligations undertaken under that Convention. 
The United States cannot admit that any 
Power. signatory to the Hague Convention 
has the right, so long as that Convention 
remains in full force, to release itself by a 
supplementary agreement from the obligations 
undertaken under Article 6 of the Convention, 
whereby measures are to be taken for the 
gradual and effective suppression of the traffic 
in prepared opium. 

The United States, and perhaps other 
nations, are seriously suffering from ill-effects due 
to the leakage in the distribution of enormous 
quantities of raw and prepared opium in the 
Far Eastern territories, and the only remedy 
we have is the right to demand that the nations 
represented at the First Conference shall comply 
with their agreement in Chapter II of the 
Convention progressively to suppress this traffic. 
Moreover, this is an international conference 
through which it would be extremely unfair 
to throw every conceivable safeguard arouoo 
our own homes and yet leave unprotected the 
homes of the peoples described in Article 22 
of the Covenant of the League of Nations as 
follows : 

" ...... peoples not yet able to stand by 
themselves under the strenuous conditions 
of the modern world, there should be 
applied the principle that the well-being 
and development of such peoples form 
a sacred trust of civilisation ...... " • 

As stated by the distinguished delegate for 
Poland : 

"If there are abuses which can only be 
gradually suppressed by making due allow
ance for the varying conditions of life 
in the different countries, we must quite 
frankly admit the fact, and point out the 
ways and means which we think effective 
for rescuing as speedily as possible the 
unhappy people who are the victims of 
those abuses. 

"You will all agree that no State, no 
community, no individual is entitled to 
found its prosperity upon the misfortunes 
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of any human being of whatever race, 
religion or class." . 

Or as stated at an earlier meeting of this Con
fert'nce, "there must be only one standard 
of morality for the world and not two stan
dards. Not one for the West and anothe_r for 
the East ...... \\"hat is forbidden and pumshed 
with severity in Western lands must 1_10t be 
excused and defended and p~omoted m the 
East." Such injustice would disturb the peace 
of the world. . 

I desire at this point to invite attention. to 
Resolution V of the fourth Asse!'lbly, w~1ch 
clearly defines the purposes for wh1c~ the Firs~ 
Conference was called. That resolutiOn reads · 

"The Assembly approves the proposal of 
·the Advisory Committee th3:t t~e G~>Vern-

<' ments concerned should be ~n~1ted ll!lme
diately to enter into negotiations with a 
view to the conclusion of an agreement ll:s 
to the measures for giving effect~ve _appli
cation in the Far Eastern Terntones to 
Chapter II of the Convention and ~s to a 
reduction of the amount of raw opium. to 
be imported for the purl?os_e of smok1~g 
in those territories where It Is tempora~Ily 
continued, and as to the measures which 
should be taken by the Government of the 
Republic of Chi'!a to bring ab?ut the sup
pression of the Illegal production and us_e 
of opium in China, and requests the·Councii 
to invite those Governments to send repre
sentatives with plenipotentiary powers to 
a conference for the purpose and to report 
to the Council at the earliest possible 
date." 

I shall not attempt a detailed analysis of the 
effect of the agreement reached by the First 
Conference. 

In a general way, we have understood from 
incomplete reports received from time to 
time that the traffic in prepared opium has 
appeared to increase rather than decr~ase as 
the years have gone by. As an exceptiOn, we 
note from the reports received by the First 
Conference that in Formosa, under the regu
lations of the Japanese Government, the quan
tities of prepared opium manufactured have 
"llaterially decreased. We have further noted 
that, in the opinion of Sir John Jordan, pro
bably the most eminent authority on the opium 
traffic in the Far East, notwithstanding the 
Hague Convention, traffic in prepared opium 
has not been effectively suppressed and we 
expectantly turned to the agreement reached 
by the First Conference to ascertain the reason. 

It is most significant that the parties to the 
agreement concluded by the First Conference 
note the fact that the increase of the smuggling 

' of opium in the greater part of the territory 
of the Far East since the ratification of the 
Hague Convention is hampering greatly the 
accomplishment of the gradual and effective 
suppression of the traffic. Is it right that this 
should be used as an excuse by these Powers 
for their failure to fulfil the obligations under
taken under the Hague Convention? 

As Sir John Jordan has stated : 
"The argument will doubtless be urged, 

and urged with perfect good reason, that 
the 'o\idcspread recrudescence of poppy 
cultivation in China has added immensely 
to the difficulties of the problem. That 
I freely admit, and no one has more reason 

to regret the Chinese relapse than I, who 
devoted ten years of my life to the work 
of opium suppression. But I would ~sk 
in all earnestness if the far:t. that. Chma 
has fallen into a state of political disorder 
is sufficient reason for the other Powers 
to evade the obligations which they under
took under Article 6 of the Hague Conven
tion. I do not think so." 

We are in accord with the view of Sir John· 
Jordan that the f~lure of Ch_ina, or any other 
country through mternal disorder or other
wise to' prevent effectively the illicit ~raffic in 
opiu~ does not relieve other Powers signatory 
to that instrument from the fulfilment of the 
obligations which they have solemnly under
taken. 

Resolution V adopted by the fourth Assem
bly places squarely before the. Governmen~s 
represented at the First Conference the consi
deration of measures which should be taken 
by China to bring about the suppr~ssio1_1 of the 
illegal production and use of opiUm m that 
country. What measures were adopted with 
that end in view ? None. If China is the 
cause of the failure of certain countries to 
suppress progressively the traffic in prepared 
opium, is it too muc~ to expect t~at they would 
lend China such assistance as might be appro
priate with a vie~ to _suppr~ssing th~ illegal 
production of opiUm m Chma, particularly 
since that question was upon the agenda of the 
Conference ? Yet nothing has been done. 

I desire to invite your attention to another 
significant fact. Article 6 of the Hague Con
vention provides that the . Powers shall take 
measures for the gradual and effective suppres
sion of the use of prepared opium, with due 
reuard to the t•arying circumstances of each 
co~ntry concerned. The article recognises that 
the conditions in one country were not neces
sarily similar to those obtaining in other c~un
tries and were, if necessary, to be met by diffe
rent means. Here, however, we have a group 
of the most influential nations in the world 
accepting an agreement professing to provide 
for the adoption of measures for the suppression 
of the traffic in prepared opium, many of which' 
are. known to be less effective than the measures 
now in operation in several of the countries 
represented at the First Conference. 

1\Iay I ask what country would be proud 
of an educational system in which the progress 
of a group or class is measured by the intellectual 
capabilities of the more inferior individuals 
in the class ? Although the acceptance, by 
nations furthest advanced in the effort to 
suppress the traffic, of the standards of the 
nations which are less advanced in that respect 
is to be regretted, the agreement reached by 
the First Conference menaces in even a more 
serious way the ultimate success of the effort 
to. suppress effectively the use of prepared 
opiUm. . .. 

As a result of the agreement, there has been 
created a prepared opium "bloc" or group 
consisting of some six or more of the most 
powerful nations in the world, all of which under 
the agreement agree to establish an almost com
plete Government monopoly with regard to 
the importation, sale and distribution of opit~m. 
I do not here intend to discuss the questiOn 
of a Government monopoly as a temporary 
expedient for stamping out the prepared opium 
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traffic or to suggest the internal measures 
which a nation should adopt to carry out Article 
6 of the Hague Convention. I am, however, 
not altogether unfamiliar with the working 
of "blocs" or groups and with the resnlts 
which naturally may be expected to follow 
their organisation, and I do not hesitate to 
say that, so far as I personally am concerned, 
I regard the conclusion of an agreement pro
viding for the organisation of a prepared 
opium "bloc" or group as a decided step 
backward in our endeavour to suppress the 
traffic in prepared opium and that, by reason 
of this agreement, the world is no nearer to
day, in fact is further from, its goal than it 
was on that fateful day of January 23rd, 1912, 
when the nations of the world, for the first 
time in history, collectively agreed that the 
use of prepared opium should be permitted only 
temporarily and decided to take progressive 
measures for its effective suppression. 

I would again remind the Conference that 
Resolution V of the fourth Assembly directed 
the First Conference to give consideration 
to the measures to be adopted for the reduction 
of raw opium to be imported for smoking. 
Did the First Conference consider this question ? 
Does the agreement reached offer any assurance 
that there will be a reduction in the importation 
of raw opium to be used for smoking ? If no 
such measures have been adopted, if China has 
not received the assistance with regard to the 
prevention of the illicit production of opium 
to which she is justly entitled, if the agreement 
does not give effective application in the Far 
Eastern Territories to Chapter II of the Hague 
Convention, are we not prepared to say that 
the First Conference has not satisfactorily 
handled the problems which were referred to 
it for consideration ? 

If the agreement reached is unsatisfactory 
to the world at large, is it in fact completely 
satisfactory to the Powers which are to sign it ? 
Does it in their judgment mark such an advance 
in the matter of the suppression of the traffic 
in prepared opium that they are justly proud 
of the fruitful results which are expected to 
flow from their efforts ? If, on the other hand, 
the agreement does not afford the most effec
tive means possible of suppressing the traffic 
in prepared opium, if the delegates to the First 
Conference are not entirely satisfied with the 
agreement that was reached, will they not join 
us in the Second Conference in a reconsidera
tion of the question of the most effective mea
sures to be taken for the suppression of the 
traffic ? 

This brings me to the question of competence. 
On every occasion when the delegation of 

the United States or other delegations have 
brought forward proposals aimed at disturbing 
the established order, the question of compe
tence has been raised. The word has lost its 
terrors and I have no hesitation in stating 
that the Second Conference, under Resolution 
VI of the Assembly, has the competence 
to consider the question of prepared opium. 
The Conference was called to adopt measures 
as a means of giving effect to the following 
principle : 

"1. If the purpose of the Hague <?pium 
Convention is to be achieved according to 
its spirit and true intent, it must be recog
nised that the use of opium products for 

other than medicinal and scientific pur
poses is an abuse and not legitimate. 

"2. In order to prewnt the abuse of 
these drugs, it is necessary to exercise the 
control of the production of raw opium 
in such a manner that tht•re will be no 
surplus available for non-medicinal and 
non-scit•nti fie purposes." 

It is now no lon!(er proper to speak of tht•st' 
principles as American, if indeed it was ewr 
proper to do so. The interpretation ur!(t'd by 
the representatives of the Vnited States before 
the Advisory Committee was of course accep
table to many of the nations signatory to the 
Hague Convention. But if, in the beginning, 
the foregoing proposals were rightly termed 
American, they can no longt'r be so rcgardt•d. 
Accepted by the Advisory Committee, by 'he 
Assembly, by the Council, and, I am happy 
to say, by the greater number of the nations 
here represented, as the principles upon which 
the Hague Convention is based, they ha\'t' 
become the principles of this Conference, and 
as such I shall hereafter refer to them. 

Bearing in mind that we are here under 
an invitation extendt'd by the League to carry 
these principles into practical effert, how can 
we hope to accomplish this result without 

· consideration of the qut'stion of prepared opium? 
In the programme before us we are aiming to 
set up elaborate machinery for determining 
the medical and scienti fie needs of the world. 
But of what avail will this be unle~s we know 
definitely the amount of raw opium which 
is produced for the manufacture of prepared 
opium and the definite time when the use of 
prepared opium shall come to an end ? Opium 
produced for medicinal and scientific purposes 
represents but a small part of the total opium 
production of the world, and what success 
can be hoped to crown our efforts if we merl'iy 
endeavour to control the production of ml'di
cinal opium and disregard prepared opium ? 
\\'e may assume, I belie\'e, that we have been 
granted sufficient powers to handle the question 
confronting us ; that such powers, expressed 
or implied, are sufficient to enable us to consider 
and adopt any measures which in our judgment 
afford a satisfactory solution of the problem .. 
confronting the Second Conference. 

Apart from technical considerations, how
ever, it must be remembered that the subject 
of prepared opium is co\'ered in the Hague 
Convention and must be regarded as a phase 
of the general problem to which we are called 
upon to give attention, and the delegates who 
attended the First Conference arc also present 
at this Conference. It may, of course, be 
urged that a duplication of work would result 
if the Second Conference should endeavour ' 
to consider a problem that was fully discussed 
in the First Conference. However, I would 
remind you that the First Conference, at which 
were represented only countries in whose terri
tories the use of prepared opium is temporarily 
permitted, necessarily must have considered 
the question of the suppression of the traffic 
from a different standpoint from that of this 
Conference, at which all nations are represented, 
and I appeal to the delegates of the First 
Conference to lay aside technicalities and to 
join in considering this important problem to 
the end that together we may reach a decision 
that will not only be satisfactory to ourselves 
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but will nwrit the approval of the world at 
lar;e. 

The President 
Tra11slation : M. Bourgois, delegate of 

France, ";n address the Conference. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Tra11slalion : The questions raised by the 

proposal of the United States delegation were 
dealt with by the First Confer~nce .. The 
latter arrived at an agreement, wh1ch w1ll be 
open for signature to-morrow. I think t~at 
these questions could hardly be dealt With 
again by the Second Conference on the very 
day after the signature of the agreement with
out giving rise to an extremely awkward 
situation. I agree, therefore, with my collea
gu~s who were members of the First Confe
rence that it will be impossible for us to take 
part in any fresh discussion of these matters 
in this present Conference. 

The President : 
Translation : 1\1. Ferreira, delegate of Por

tugal, will address the Conference. 

M. Ferreira (Portugal) : 
Translation : The Portuguese delegation is 

of opinion that the proposal submitted by the 
United States delegation does not come within 
the scope of the programme of the Second 
Conference. It begs to state, therefore, that 
should this proposal be discussed by the Second 
Conference it will be unable - like the French, 
British and Netherlands delegations - to take 
part in the proceedings. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Sugimura, delegate of 

Japan, ";n address the Conference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation: The Japanese delegation wishes 

to make its attitude as regards this important 
matter perfectly clear. 

I propose to deal first with the position of 
the Japanese delegation and the other delega
tions who took part in the First Opium Confe
·rence. I shall then go on to consider the juri
dical position of the many delegations which 
are members of the Second Conference alone. 

In the invitation addressed to the Japanese 
Government by the Secretary-General of the 
League, a distinction was made between the 
First and Second Opium Conferences. . The 
First Conference was convened in virtue of 
the fourth Assembly's fiith .resolution, the 
Second Conference in virtue of the sixth reso-

- lution. The J.apanese. Government, therefore, 
gave separate mstructlons as regards the two 
Conferences. . 

It is true that Japan is represented by the 
same delegates at both these Conferences but 
juridically their mission is not the sam'e in 

- both cases. As members of the Second Confer
ence, we have no power to interfere with the 
decisions of the First Conference. If it were 
~cided no~. to make any change whatsoever 
m the proVIsions of the Agreement or Protocol 
drawn ~p by the First Conference, the Japanese 
delegation could take no part in such a decision. 
The same applies, 1 think, to all the delegations 
who were members of the First Conference. 

As regards the many delegations taking part 

only in the work of the Second Conference, their 
juridical position is not quite the . sa~e.. I 
would point out, however, that the mv1tat10n 
addressed by the League to their Governments 
referred only to the fourth Assembly's sixth 
resolution. States Members of the League 
are all acquainted with. the terms of the fifth 
resolution, which their delegates collaborated 
in drafting. They are therefore implicitly 
bound by it. 

The position is different as regards non
Members of ·the League. They have befO£e 
them only the fourth Assembly's sixth reso
lution and the Hague Convention. That great 
charter of humanitarian effort against the 
scourge of opium and other . drugs includes 
all drugs. There is no distinction between 
Chapter II and other chapters of the Conven
tion. It is natural, therefore, that these dele
gations, whose work is based on the principles 
of the Hague Convention, should place a wide 
interpretation on the terms of the sixth reso
lution of the fourth Assembly. 

From the point of view of humanitarian 
idealism, they are perhaps the more fully jus
tified, in that the First Conference did not 
achieve the desired results, namely, the total 
suppression of the opium scourge. It did not 
even succeed in creating a really effective 
system for the progressive abolition of opium. 
The drafting of a second charter would consti
tute a further obstacle. I feel morally bound, 
therefore, to congratulate the supporters of 
this humanitarian view, though I must main
tain my position as regards the legal aspect of 
the matter. I shall listen in silence, but with 
the keenest interest and sympathy, to their 
opinions, which are inspired by a truly huma
nitarian spirit. 

No delegate has the right to restrict the deli
berations which are being pursued here in the 
interests of all mankind. Compassion and 
magnanimity are the supreme virtues of the 
great religious leaders of mankind, such as 
Buddha, Mahomet and, above all, Christ. They 
bid us show generosity. in the accomplishment 
of the great task of justice and social welfare 
entrusted to us by the League. (Applause). 

The President : 
Translation : M. Pernambuco, delegate of 

Brazil, will address the Conference. 

M. Pedro Pernambuco (Brazil) : 
Translation : The Brazilian delegation sup

ports the United States proposal. As a signa
tory to the Hague Convention, Brazil has taken_ 
strict measures to suppress the use of drugs. 
We have come here determined to co-operate 
in arriving at a decision. 

The United States delegate declared that it 
would be most unfair to surround homes in 
Europe and America with every possibie safe
guard while those in Asia were left unprotected. 
There must be only one standard for the world, 
and not one for the West and another for the 
East. He declared, too, that in spite of the 
Hague Convention, "the traffic in prepared 
opium appeared to increase rather than decrease 
as the years went by". 

We must keep our humanitarian object 
before us and use every means in our power 
to save the unhappy victims of drugs. If 
we can do this, we shall have done our duty. 
(Applause). 
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The President. 
Translation : I call upon !II. Sze, delegate 

of China, to address the Conference. 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President and members of the Confe

rence, owing to the lateness of the hour I 
do not propose this afternoon to discuss the 
many points which have been raised by the 
different speakers to-day. I shall reserve that 
pleasure for a subsequent occasion. 

When I received a copy of the agenda this 
morning, I did not expect that there would 
be so much of a tempest in the teacup this 
afternoon. I thought that questions of a 
-similar nature had been discussed before when 
the American delegation submitted Article x 
and Article 9 a of their proposals to this Con
ference. I therefore thought it would be 
unnecessary for_ me to trespass upon your 
time by preparing a set speech to read to you. 
As I am not going to read any special paper, 
I just want to put on record one or two state
ments which I think I ought to make clear to 
you. 

First of all, I consider that the First Confe
rence, unhappily and unfortunately, has n'ot 
come to the canclusions that we all would have 
liked · to see. Even so distinguished and so 
expert an authority as my distinguished friend 
the chief delegate of the British Empire told 
you this afternoon lhat the work of the First 
Conference was not as satisfactory as he could 
have wished ; I would like to ask any and 
every member of the First Conference if they 
do not agree with the distinguished chief dele
gate of the British Empire. I certainly do. 
It would be unfair on my part if I did not tell 
you so. My distinguished friend from Great 
Britain, however, has preceded me, so I simply 
want to confirm what he has said, namely, 
that the work of the First Conference has, 
unfortunately and unhappily, been very unsatis
factory. 

My second poi11t is this. The present Confe
rence is fully competent to take up the question 
<>f Chapter II of the Hague Convention or 
Chapter II of the American proposals. I need 
not dwell upon any of the arguments which 
have been brought forward. Some arguments 
were given the other day by some of the 
-speakers who are more eloquent than I am, so I 
content myself by simply repeating in one 
-single sentence that I consider that this Confe
rence is fully competent to consider Chapter II 
of the American proposals. 

While I do not propose, in view of the late
ness of the hour, to discuss the various points 
which have been raised by the different dele
gations, there is one point which was raised 
by Mr. Porter about which I must lose no time 
in saying a few words,· in order that there may 
be no misunderstanding. · 

Mr. Porter read to you the fifth resolution of 
the fourth Assembly, in which are mentioned 
the measures to be taken by China. If we 
all read carefully the wording of that resolu
tion, we shall see that it was for China herself to 
take the measures. I want that fact to be 
clearly understood, and I beg those of you 
who have not yet read Resolution V care
fully to do so now. The measures were mea
sures to be taken by China herself, and that 
-question was thoroughly discussed in the Fir;;t 
Conference when I gave an assurance m 

language which was as clear and definite as pos
sible ; lhat assurance was accepted by the 
First Conference. 

In order to prove to you that the assurance I 
gave to the First Conference has already borne 
good results and to prove that what I say is 
true as regards China, I beg to read to you a 
telegram which has been received by the 
Chinese people's representative to the Opium Con
ference. Yesterday he handed me a telegram 
which he had received from the National Anti
Opium Association of Shanghai dated December 
xoth, 1924. That telegram states that, accor
ding to the latest statistics, 750 cities are now 
participating in the anti-opium work and that 
in this campaign there are now three thousand 
organisations with a membership of three 
million people. May I be permitted to remind 
you that, within the last month, Mr. Koo, 
our people's representative, received another 
telegram giving statistics, and instead of 750 
cities there were then only 300 ; instead of 
J,ooo organisations, there were_ only z,ooo at 
that time, and instead of three milhon people, 
there were then only one million people parti
cipating in anti-opium work. Is that not a 
miracle ? 

I want to ask you if there is any other country 
represented in this room which is taking so 
active and so earnest a part in endeavouring 
to put an end to opium, drugs and other evils ? 
I challenge anybody to say that, in their coun
try, so much has been done within so short 
a time. Further information is given in the 
telegram to which I have just referred and I 
want to mention one more point, which is 
this : Since the result of the First Conference 
has been known in China, mass meetings have 
been held, and those mass meetings have ex
pressed in clear language what they think of the 
results of the First Conference. You will be 
surprised to hear, but nevertheless it is the 
fact, that more space is given in the Chinese 
Press to-day, with the possible exception of the 
American Press, to the work of the Opium 
Conference at Geneva than is given in the Press 
of any other country. Is that not a remarkable 
fact ? Although we have not so many repor
ters at this Conference as some of the other 
nations, I am proud to say that China is giving 
careful attention to the work. of this Con£~ 
renee and is watching it with an attention 
which is perhaps only surpassed by the United 
States of America. 

1\lr. Porter has made an appeal to the Second 
Conference, inviting it to deal with Chapter II 
of the United States suggestions. Mr. Porter, 
I want to assure you, and I want to assure other 
delegations who spoke in favour of the proposal, 
that China is 'ready to second the efforts of 
any delegation in order that the evils from 
which this world has been suffering, and from • 
which it is suffering now may be removed. My in
structions are explicit -that I am to come here 
and co-operate with everybody and anybody 
whose aim is to put an end to these drug and 
opium evils. 

Mr. Porter mentioned the help that other 
Powers might give to China. China will appre
ciate any help which is really a help ; but 
the only form of help which, I think, the Powers 
can give to China in this great campaign is 
by taking some measures in their own terri
tories which will react beneficially on China. 
There is the line of action ; that is the point. 
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I appeal to those Powers who have participated 
in the First Conference that this is the road 
to follow. 

One of the speakers to-day placed the mem
bt>rs of the Conference more or less in two 
classes. One class he mentioned as idealists 
and another class as experts. I do not know 
whether he has in mind a third class, "indif
ferents." I would rather any day be called 
an idealist than be an expert who will not 
help the world to put an end to this opium 
and drug evil. I would rather any day be 
called an idealist than shut my eyes to the suf
ferings of large numbers of my countrymen 
who are now residing in the territories and the 
possessions of European Powers in the Far 
East and who have the opportunity of lega
lised opium-smoking. The number is not small. 
Tht!y are not counted by tens, by hundreds of 
thousands, or by tens of thousands; they 
are counted by hundreds of thousands. I 
am willing any day to be called an idealist rather 
than an expert if I can help some of my poor 
countrymen. 

In one of the official reports presented by 
one of the delegations, it was stated that many 
of my unfortunate countrymen had acquired 
the opium habit abroad, and that the percen
tage was in some cases as high as 85. 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, you 
cannot blame me for being solicitous about 
my afflicted fellow-countrymen, especially when 
I tell you that the number is not counted by 
tens or hundreds or thousands or tens of 
thousands, but by hundreds of thousands. 
Therefore, Mr. Porter, and you, gentlemen, who 
are supporting him, I wish to say that I am 
ready, with you, to urge this Conference that 
something should be done in regard to this 
matter. Do not let technicalities block our 
way. Let us listen to and follow the demand 
of humanity. Let us have a conscience and 
say that something shall be done. 

Mr. Clayton (India) : 
¥r. ~resident :'-nd gentlemen, the question 

which IS to be discussed here is, as I see it, 
purely one of technicality and of procedure. 
I do not therefore propose to follow in all 
;ts details, the speech of the honourable dele
~ate of the United States, although, were it 
m or~er so to do, I might have much to say 
upon tt. 

The particular proposal before the Conference 
does not concern India closely ; but I come 
fro!D the one among the provinces of India 
whtch has been, in the American proposals, 
even more hardly treated or, shall we say, has 
~n. asked to reach an even higher level of 
Idealism than the ideal which Mr. Porter has 
held up. befor~ other countries now temporarily 
consummg opm_m. I come from the province 
of Burma, which possesses a very efficient 
system partly of prohibition and partly of 
control. Under . Mr. Porter's proposal, from 
the date o~ whi<:h the Convention is signed, 
prepared ~ptum Will be prohibited in Burma. 
No~: _S1r, I venture, with great diffidence, 

to cntiCise the knowledge of League procedure 
~sessed by oth~r delegations. The represen
t:'-tlv~ of t~e Umted States hold a great posi
tion m t.h~1r country. They have been fre
quent VISitors to Geneva. They are 1 
may say, steeped in the League atmosphere. 
I am a newcomer. This is my first visit to 

Geneva. But I must say that, when I first 
came here, I thought that it would be the reso• 
lutions of the Assembly that would govern 
Conferences called by the Council of the League. 
I find that I was mistaken. I set forth in 
some detail, in a speech I made a week or so 
ago, arguments to that end. I have never 
heard a reply to them. They have been com
pletely and absolutely ignored. 

But while I have been at Geneva my education 
has been progressing and I have discovered that 
if there is any doubt or uncertainty here as 
to the terms of a resolution one calls in the 
Rapporteur. I have before me the report sub
mitted by the Fifth Committee to the fourth 
Assembly. The Rapporteur was Mlle. Bonnevie, 
delegate of Norway. I think that if there should 
be, as there apparently is, some doubt in the 
minds of some of the members as to what the 
actual meaning of the resolution is, they will, 
when they have read the particularly clear report 
of Mlle. Bonnevie, understand it more clearly. 

On page 355 of the Official ] ournal of the 
League of. Nations, Special Supplement No. 13, 
the folloWing paragraph occurs : 

"The Fifth Committee has learned from 
the reports of the Advisory Committee 
that it has found the time ripe for taking 
measures towards a more effective appli
cation of Chapter II of the Opium Con
vention concerning the 'gradual suppres
sion' of the use of prepared opium in · 
territories where such use has not yet been 
prohibited, as well as to a reduction of 
the quantity of raw opium imported into 
these territories for the purpose of smoking. 

"Basing itself on a resolution passed by 
the Advisory Committee, the Fifth Com
mittee proposes that a Conference should 
be called for this purpose (Resolution 5)." 

Resolution 5 says : 
" ...... representatives with plenipotentiary 

powers to a conference for the purpose and 
to report to the Council." 

Mr. President, I have never yet heard that 
plenipotentiaries were required to report to 
other plenipotentiaries. It appears to be the 
contention of the United States delegation that 
the duty of the First Conference, armed with 
plenipotentiary powers, was to report to the 
Second Conference, also armed with plenipoten
tiary powers. The First Conference was 
specifically ordered not to report to the Second 
Conference but to the Council, and I suggest 
that this Conference, if it proposes itself to 
intervene between the First Conference and the 
Counci~! will _commit what I can only describe 
as an tmpertmence. · 

The next paragraph (g) of Mlle. Bonnevie's 
report reads as follows : 

"With great satisfaction, we read in 
the report that the Advisory Committee, 
in reviewing the work carried out during 
the past two years, has found that the infor-· 
mation now available makes it possible to 
take steps towards a limitation of the pro
duction of the drugs. It has proposed that 
the Governments concerned in such pro
duction should enter into immediate nego

·tiations to consider whether an agreement 
could be reached on this point." 

The Fifth Committee recommended that a 
resolution should be passed to the effect that 
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a Conference should be called and also suggested 
that the Council should consider "the advisia
bility of enlarging the Conference so as to 
include within its scope all countries which are 
Members of the League or Parties to the Con
vention of 1912, with a view to securing their 
adhesion to the principles that may be embodied 
in any agreement reached." 

If it had been the intention of the Fifth 
Committee of the Assembly that the Second 
Conference should call under review the whole 
operation of the Hague Convention, frankly, 
I cannot imagine why the Rapporteur should 
not have said so in her report. It seems per
fectly clear that lillie. Bonnevie was under the 
impression that the agenda of this Conference 
should be entirely concerned with the limitation 
of the production of drugs. It seems to me 
that no other interpretation of the resolutions 
than that held by the honourable delegate 
of Great Britain, and by those delegates who 
have agreed with him, can possibly be admitted, 
in view of the statements of the Rapporteur. 

It is further to be noted that the United 
States representatives were present throughout 
the proceedings of the Fifth Committee, and 
I cannot imagine that Mlle. Bonnevie's report 
can have been submitted to the Assembly 
without the United States delegation being · 
perfectly well aware of what was contained 
in it. I suggest, in fact I feel convinced, that 
the extracts from the report which I have just 
read definitely settle the matter and show that 
this Second Conference has no competence 
whatever to deal with the subjects assigned 
to the First Conference. · 

There is only one further point to which 
I wish to allude. The honourable delegate 
for China has taken this opportunity to express 
the wish of his country to help her co-nationals 
in the territories of other Powers. At the First 
Conference China expressed good-will. We all 
recognise that, under the unfortunate circum
stances prevailing in that country, it was 
extreme! y difficult for her to express anything else 
but good-will. She laboured under the same 
difficulties as ourselves. When we, in our turn, 
had to ask China to help us in our difficulties, 
I am afraid the response of China was as in
effective as she considered our response to her. 

I would remind Ill. Sze that he was asked by 
the delegation of India whether he could suggest 
any steps that could be taken at once to stop 
smuggling across her borders. l\1. Sze replied 
that his answer would be given at another 
time. I have not yet heard that answer. 
Frankly, I agree with him that, probably in 
the conditions that at present prevail, it would 
be extremely difficult to suggest any effective 
measures. The fact is that, in the First 
Conference, China and the other Powers were• 
in the same case. We all did our best, and the 
Convention which will be signed to-morrow is 
the result of our work. 

The President : 
Translation : There are still four delegates 

who desire to speak. I think that, as it is so 
late, it would be best to adjourn the meeting 
and to meet again to-morrow at 10.30 a.m. 
(Assent.) 

The Conference rose at 7 p.m. 

UIPRUU:RU: OV • JoUa!'IAL DE OF.!'lltYE. 



LEAGUE OF NATIONS 15 

SECOND OPIUM CONFHRHNCH 

VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PLENARY MEETINGS 

FIFTEENTH MEETING 

Held at Geneva on Saturday, December 13fh, 1924, at 10.30 a.m . 

• CONTENTS : 

55· PREPARED OPIUM : CHAPTER II OF THE 
SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA : MOTION SUBMITTED BY THE 
UNITED STATES DELEGATION CONTI
NUATION OF THE DISCUSSION. 

President : M. Herluf ZAHLE. 

55. PREPARED OPIUM : CHAPTER II 
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THE DISCUSSION. 

'The President : 
Translation : Ladies and gentlemen, the 

meeting is now open. 
The first member on the list of speakers this 

morning is the Chilian delegate. As he is 
prevented by illness from being present, he 

· has asked to have his statement read by the 
Secretary. 

(The Secretary of the Conference read the fol
lowing statement from the Chilian delegate) : 

"The Chllian delegation is entirely in 
favour of the United States proposal, 
which it considers gives perfect expression 
to the humanitarian ideals of the Second 
Conference, the object of which is to sup
press the illicit use of opium.. cocaine 
and other dangerous drugs. These ideals 
have the support of all the American 
peoples. 
. "The Chilian delegation hereby declares, 
in the name of its Government, that it is 
firmly resolved ioyally to co-operate in 
the practical realisation of the humanitarian 
ideals expressed in the United States 
proposal. 

"We have arrived at a stage of civili
sation at which it is impossible for us to 
remain ·indifferent to the problem before 
the Conference, and for the sake of the 
welfare of mankind it is impossible for 
us to reject the solution proposed by the 
United States delegation. To do so would 
be fatal not only to the Conference but 
to the League of Nations itself." (Applause.) 

The Preeident : 
Translation : M. Chodzko, delegate of Po

land, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland). : 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and gen

tlemen, our discussion yesterday dealt with the 
Agreement reached by the First Conference. 

Nearly all the delegates have explained their 
point of view regarding the matter. As I 
have the greatest respect for the membc~ 
of the First Conference, I do not propose to 
offer any criticism of the Agreement, t>specially 
as I share the views of the Japanese and 
Chinese delegates, who are among those mem
bers and have said all there is to be said. The 
British delegate, with the sincerity which 
we all appreciate, expressed his regret that the 
First Conference had not dealt, among other 
questions, with that of the limitation of produc
tion. I think that he was quite right and 
venture to direct your attention to this point. • 

In the Agreement drawn up by the First 
Conference there is no mention of the limitation 
of production, of measures to be taken in re
gard to opium for eating ·or of the limitation 
of production of coca leaves, the scourge of 
modern times. I would ask you, then, what 
Conference is competent to deal with these 
questions ? The Uruguayan delegate raised 
this point yesterday. It is still pending. We 
have not yet received any information on the 
matter. 

If you read Article II of the Agreement, you 
will see that it refers to the prohibition of the 
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sale of opium to minors. I thin~ it shoul~ be 
stated whether opium for smoking or op1um 
for eating is meant, for the question of opium 
for smoking does not appear to me to be so 
important in the case of minors. : 

In the same article we read that all possible 
measures will be taken by the Contracting 
Powers to prevent the spread of the habit of 
opium smoking among minors. . · 

Article ·III provides that "No minor shall 
be permitted to enter any smoking divan." 

We may conclude, therefore, that what is 
meant is opium for smoking. It is well known; 
however, that in India, for example, minors 
do not smoke opium but chew it, and even very 
young children take it. At Bombay ~here is 
an administrative regulation pernutting the 
preparation of special opiull_l pills, ·. "Bala, 
Go~li", which are sold fC!r_ children W!-th t~e 
permission of the authonbes. In India chil
dren are given opium at the age of two months 
and continue to take it up to the age of three 
or four years. . 

Does Article ll of the Agreement cover this 
use or not ? If it does not, the question of 
opium for eating is still unsettled, and I should 
like to know what Conference is supposed to 
deal with it. Perhaps a Third ! . 

As you will.see, there are still other questions 
which were not dealt with by the First Confe
rence, but none the less are included in Chapter 
II of the Hague Convention and are specifi
cally mentioned in Article 6. If these questions 
were not dealt with by the· First Conference, 
they should be discussed by the Second Confe-
rence. . . . 

In the British delegate's speech, there was 
a passage which led me to hope that we might 
perhaps find a means of conciliation as regards 
this difficult problem, which our colleagues 
who are members of the First Conference refuse 
even to discuss with us. : Their attitude places 
us in a difficult posi~on, for it makes it impos
sible to arrive at any agreement. The British 
delegation has informed us that its Government 
would agree to commissions of investigation 
being sent to the various producing countries. 

The Preeldent : 
- T'anslation : I would venture to point. out 
ta the Polish delegate that Sir Malcolm Dele
vingne's remarks should not be taken as a 
formal declaration. . 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
T'anslatirm : In that case, I shall take Sir 

Malcolm's statement as a declaration of prin
ciple. 

I have no reason to depart from the attitude 
which I explained to you at our meeting on 
,December xst. Since, at the Hague Conference, 
the States now ~presented at the First Confe
rence raised no objection to the question of 
prepared opium being discussed by the States 
not directly concerned, I do not see why this 
principle should not· be applied at the second 
Conference, which is an fntemational Confe-
rence just as the Hague Conference was. . 

I therefore sufport the United States pro
posal. (Applause. 

The Preeldent ~ 

T,anslatirm : I call upon Prince Arfa-ed
Dowleh, delegate of Persia, to address the 
Conference. 

Prince Arfa-Ed.,.Dowleh (Persia) :
Translation : · Mr. President; ladies and 

gentlemen,. the proposal of ·the United States 
delegation has been before us for two days. 
Each of the delegations bas given its opinion 
on this important question and I hope I may 
also be allowed to say a few words on it. . 
· The position of. Persia towards the United 

States is quite clear. As I-have stated on more 
than one occasion,. my Government is in agree-· 
ment with the principles submitted· by the 
United States delegation, whose humanitarian 
proposals we fully support. We have no further 
reservations to add to those set forth in the 
memorandum which I submitted to the Confe
rence· about a month ago. We do not yet know, 
unfortunately, what witl be the outcome of 
our request. · · · 

We would not for a moment delude the Confe
rence by empty words or vain promises. We 
have come here with the firm intention of 
co-operating sincerely with all the members; 
on the basis of the principles submitted by the 
United States delegation. Whatever promises 
we make, we mean to keep. We have in no· 
way concealed the difficulty of our position. 
It is useless to ask a country to perform more 
than is within its power. The Conference 
and the United States must help us to emerge 
victorious from ·the fight against opium -· 
that universal scourge. It is po use sending 
soldiers against the enemy without arming them 
for the fray :· if the Conference really wishes 
to get to work and destroy this enemy of 
mankind, it muSt give us the means of con
ducting the campaign. We have come in all 
sincerity to offer our services and have shown 

. the kind of battle in which we are prepared to 
engage. The enemy has designs not only on 
Persia but also on Europe and America and 
on Asia, Africa and Australia. No one can 
remain neutral in this struggle ; all must 
join forces against the common foe. 

I hope that the Conference and the Committees 
and Sub-Committees will not delay discussion 
of our proposal and that Sub-Committee B will 
deal with our memorandum as soon as possible 
and endeavour to find a means of crushing 
this world enemy. (Applause.) . 

The President : 
T'anslation : Dr. Duarte, delegate of Vene

zuela, will address the Conference. 

Dr. Duarte (Venezuela) : 
Translation : Mr. President, I wish, to 

make the following statement : 
The Venezuelan delegation supports the Uni

ted States proposal without reservation, for the · 
reasons set forth by the distinguished delegates 
who have already spoken. I think that there 
are no legal grounds for prohibiting discussion 
of the American proposal and I feel that, if 
it were removed from our agenda and not 
fully discussed, it would mean the failure of 
the Second Conference. 

The President : 
T,anslation : Mrs. Hamilton Wright, dele

gate of the United States of America, will address 
the Conference. 

Mrs. Hamilton Wright (United · States of 
America): · 

Many of us have often wondered why it takes 
so long to solve the opium problem; ·It has 
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been bothering the conscience of the right
minded people of the world for a century and 
a-half, and during the discussions that have 
recently taken place at Geneva it has seemed 
not improbable that another century might 
elapse before we arrive at any definite results. 
- There is something wrong somewhere -
either in the method or in the spirit in which 
the problem is being approached. 

Sixty years ago we were. faced in America 
with a problem which was just as grave as 
the opium problem, just as injurious to human 

· beings, and just as deeply entrenched in the 
financial fabric of the nation. At the critical 
moment, however, there came a man named 
Lincoln, into whose hands the problem passed 
for solution - a very wise and human man -
who insisted always that the slavery question 
could never be solved until it was rightly solved, 
that it was. po use groping for some middle 
course between right and wrong. 

I believe that this is the answer to the 
opium riddle. The reason why it has never been 
solved is because we have never tried to solve 
it rightly. Just as the Government in America 
could not, in Lincoln's opinion, endure half
slave and half-free man, so the opium problem 
will never be solved while one-half the world is 
in bondage and the other half free. 

This opium problem has imposed definite 
and dual obligations upon us- one towards our 
own people of the West and one towards those 
peoples of the East, or as we have often heard 
quoted "those colonies and territories ..... . 
which are inhabited by peoples not yet able 
to stand by themselves, whose well-being and 
development should form a sacred trust of 
civilisation". We believe that the time has 
come to put these principles into effect. There 
can be no question that what is poison to a man 
in the West is also poison to a man in the East. 
We have the word of science that there is no 
difference in the reaction to drugs in Orientals 
from Occidentals. We must therefore have 
common regulations, mutually enforced. There 
can be no moral right in connection with one 
man making a slave of another, and the man 
who is a slave to drugs is the most pitiful of 
all bondmen. It is an untenable theory of 
taxation that a people can thrive and endure 
on their own moral and physical degradation -
a paradox that men should live on their own 
death. 
· I believe that we shall never solve this problem 

until we change our standards, until we are 
prepared to view it not in isolated fragments 
but as a complete whole - until we are as 
anxious to guard the health and well-being 
of the East as of the West, until we apply 
the same laws and safeguards to the one as to 
the other. The secondary and futile restric
tions which are discussed day after day and 
year after year are the regulations to be applied 
to the ordinary merchandise of everyday com
merce. Always the question is dealt with in 
terms of dollars and cents, of weights and mea
sures. This is why we make no progress, why 
the opium problem has never been solved. 
The methods we have chosen, the terms in 
which we speak, are applicable to things in 
bulk, to inanimate matter, not to the welfare of 
human beings, who in the final analysis have 
become the commodity with which this pro
blem deals. 

ls it not .fair to ask why we have met here 

at Geneva ? Is it to put into effect the Hague 
Convention - to amend it if necessary - to 
hasten in fact its execution and so rid the world 
of a recognised curse and evil ? Or is it through 
one excuse or another to evade our obligations 
for another century and a-half ? 

Is the "effective suppression" of that per
nicious form of opium known as smoking
opium to be finally terminated, as was the inten
tion of the Convention ? Cannot we fix some 
approximate time-limit, or are we to take advan
tage of the inability of others to carry out 
their obligations to continue for a further inde
finite period of time the leisurely course of the 
"gradual suppression" of this obnoxious form 
of opium? 

Are we to reduce the present huge over
cultivation of opium to the medical and scien
tific needs of the world, as the Assembly pro
posed, and, if so, how and when ? We know 
that it cannot be done immediately, but, frankly, 
is the attempt to be made ? . 

These are the fundamental questions with 
which it was understood that the present Con
ference was to deal, the questions which the 
world is insistently asking to have answered. 
It is because we hoped and expected to have 
them answered that the Government of the 
United States sent delegates to participate in 
this Conference at Geneva. (Loud applause.) 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : M. Bourgois, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Bourgole (France) : 
Translation : Last year the French Govern

ment, foreseeing what is actually taking place 
now, proposed that there should only be one 
Conference. It urged this view with some 
insistence in the Advisory Committee, before 
the Council and at the Fifth Committee of 
the fourth Assembly, and gave way only in 
face of the otherwise unanimous decision of 
the latter. 

In spite of this, when the American delega
tion submitted its proposal yesterday, I had 
not the slightest hesitation in supporting my 
colleagues of the First Conference. 

Illy attitude is explained by the fact tha~ 
since last year the position has changed. The 
French Government bowed before the unani
mous decision of the Assembly, sent represen
tatives to both Conferences and even, yesterday, 
concluded an agreement. My duty was perfectly 
simple and perfectly clear. I could not allow 
that agreement to be broken, as it would be 
if all the questions submitted to the First Con
ference were brought up again here. An agree
ment is an agreement. Once our word has 
been given, it cannot be broken. . • 

But is it really necessary for me to try to 
convince you of the justice of my views ? I 
give you the solemn assurance that never for · 
one moment did it occur to me that any one 
of you, placed in the same position as myself 
and my colleagues of the First Conference, 
would not have acted exactly as we have done. 
You, too, would have said, as we have said, 
that an agreement is an agreement and that 
the pledged word cannot be broken. What we 
have all done, you would have done. It 
would be an insult to suppose otherwise. 

I make no effort, therefore, to convince you ; 
it would .be superfluous. I simply wish to ask 
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you to bear in mind the difficulties of our .P!>si
tion, when you come to take your dect.sJOn. 
Your sense of statesmanship cannot fail to 
find a solution. · 

The Preeldent. : 
Translation : M. Pinto-Escalier, delegate 

of Bolivia, will address the Conference. 

M. Plnt.o-Eacaller (Bolivia) : 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen, I shall not keep you lo~g. The 
motion of the United States delegation con
cerning the Agreement d~awn up by. the Fi.rst 
Opium Conference has ratsed a question whtch 
most of the speakers have considered from its 
dual aspect - legal and moral. 

The legal aspect has been discussed at length 
by _persons qualified to speak on the. matt~r. 
I db not therefore propose to refer to tt agam. 

The moral aspect, however, has become of 
such importance that it can hardly be m.ade 
subordinate to purely formal or legal conside
rations, without jeopardising the f~ndament:;tl 
principles which led to the convemng of this 
Conference. 

I venture to think that, in the present case, 
the legal factor important though it is, must 
not be allowed to keep us from the real aim for 
which we are striving. 

I think that all possible light should be 
thrown upon the questions submitted to us, 
whether explicitly or by implication. My only 
fear is that decisions may be taken before all 
means of arriving at the truth have been ex
hausted. If, as the outcome of ourj oint proceed
ings, we are called upon to make sacrifices, we 
must accept those sacrifices as a duty towards 
society. • 

The Bolivian delegation therefore supports the 
proposal submitted by the United States dele
gation. (Applause). 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt. (Cuba) : 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen, there are debates upon which one 
enters with a light heart and in an eager and 
alert combative spirit. That is not the case 
with us at present. One enters upon this debate 
- at least I do - not for the pleasure of addres
!\ing you, but solely from a sense of duty. If 
my conscience did not urge me to take part in 
this discussion, I can assure you that I would 
have remained passive, content to listen to the 
eloquent speeches of those who have preceded 
me on this platform. But I cannot remain
silent at a moment of such decisive importance 
for this Conference. 

I feel that the time has come when each of 
us must examine his conscience, put in the scales 
the constitutional and the moral factors of 

•the question and take a decision inspired by 
the highest principles of equity and justice. 
. It is in a calm frame of mind that we ought 
to approach the detailed analysis of this ques
tion, for we are walking on a road bordered to 
the right and to the left by precipices. We 
have before us two conflicting principles: 
the American proposals, on the one hand, and 
the firm resistance - which I respect - of the 
members of the First Conference, on the other. 

It would seem, ladies and gentlemen, that 
we are classified by this divergence. Yet it 
is very difficult to establish a classification of 
political and social organisations such as 
ours. . Even as regards scientific principles, 

classifications have never attained perfection. 
From the old classification of matterinto four ele
ments to the periodical classific~tion !>f l\Iende
leff, who groups the ele!Uents m sen~s accor
ding to their atomic wetght, no chemtcal clas
sification has attained absolute accuracy. The 
same is true of natural history and other sciences. 

Here we have been classified in two groups
the group of experts and the group of ide~lists. 
Other classifications might indeed be established, 
or different names might be given to these 
two groups. The importanci' given to the 
humanitarian aspect of the question by each 
of the two groups might again be expressed 
synthetically by means of two equations, 
namely : 

Huma·nitarian interest - material inte
rest = x for the experts, 

Humanitarian interest = x + material 
interest for the idealists. 

These equations, of which one is negative 
and the other positive, express exactly, from 
the mathematical point of view, the attitude of 
each of the two groups towards the question 
which we are discussing. 

But I do not desire to enter into the question 
of classification. I accept the classification 
willingly and declare my readiness to belong 
to the· idealist group. After all, this group 
constitutes the majority of the present meeting. 
Why does it constitute that majority ? Because 
all the countries of America, Asia and Europe, 
which have no material interests to defend in 
the matter and which, indeed, have no material 
interests at stake in the League of Nations, 
have joined the League and have taken part · 
in this Conference solely for the good of huma
nity and under the inspiration of the ideals 
of peace and justice. 

We are proud to be called idealists, for many 
great men have been so called before us for 
having had the courage of their opinions. The 
appellation was given to Christopher Columbus 
because, in spite of the warnings. of the scien
tific authorities of his day, he was resolved to 
traverse the stormy sea to discover a continent, 
in the existence of which peoplerefused to believe, 
but which has since contributed to the pro
gress and welfare of the old continents of 
Europe and Asia. The idealists, again, include 
Fernando Cortez, Nwiez de Balboa, Valdivia, 
Pizarro and the other "conquistadors" who 
became the masters of Mexico and of the rest 
of the Hispano-American continent, while pur-. 
suing their· noble ideal of propagating the Chris
tian faith and conquering an empire of which 
Charles V could say : "The sun does not set 
upon my dominions". Other idealists were 
the men of the Mayflower, who, abandoning 
their homes, separating themselves from their 
families and renouncing the pleasures of Old 
England, risked their lives and crossed the 
Atlantic to settle in unknown lands, where 
they were exposed to the rigours of the climate, 
the attacks of native tribes and privations con
sequent upon lack of resources, in order that 
they might realise their noble ideal and practise 
their religion and their faith in freedom. 

Idealists, again, are all those who have sacri
ficed themselves for the advancement of science 
or its application, such as Dr. Bergonier, who 
has just been decorated with the Grand Cross 
of the Legion of Honour for having deliberately 
sacrificed his life by giving radium treatment 
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to his patients. · Idealists also are all innovators 
who have endeavoured to fight against the 
prejudices of their time, in order to establish 
new theories by which scientific phenomena 
might be explained or philosophical problems 
solved. 
A~~ng them we may mention the great 

Lavmsier, the author of the principle of 
the conservation of matter and the first to 
use the balan~e in laboratory experiments. 
Thanks to his work, the foundations of 
th.e science which we call Chemistry were 
laid. Lammarck was called an idealist when 
he submitted to the Academy of Science at 
Paris ~s theories .concerning heredity and 
adaptation to envuonment. Darwin was 
another. idealist when he formulated his theory 
concermng natural selection and the origin 
of species. Pasteur, again, was called an ideal
ist by the medical leaders of his time and 
met with violent opposition for having put 
forward his theory on fermentation, which 
made it possible to manufacture wine_ and beer 
more rapidly and more cheaply, for having, by 
this theory, laid the foundations of bacteriology, 
whereby medical science was revolutionised 
and great progress was made in the diagnosis, 
treatment and prophylaxis of infectious diseases, 

· and whereby it has been made possible in 
agriculture to subject land to the process of 
nitrification by the action of nitrifying bacilli. 

Christ himself was called an idealist for having 
preached the love of one's neighbour, for having 
upheld the principles of justice and equality, 
for having overthrown paganism and for having 
raised the moral and social position of women. 
This idealism reached its culminating point 
when, before expiring on the cross of Golgotha, 
Jesus, in order to save those who had tortured 
him, cried out : "Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they dol" 

We also have been called idealists, but as we 
are following in the footsteps of such glorious 
predecessors, we may, fortified by their example, 
approach without hesitation. the examination 
of the American proposal that the Second 
Conference be declared competent to discuss 
Article 8 of the Suggestions of the United States. 
The principle involved is, as you are aware, 
supported by all the idealist members of this 
Conference. 

We ought now to analyse this point of view. 
I do not claim to be able to lay any fresh argu
ments before you, for the question has already 
been discussed with great eloquence by preced
ing speakers. I must, however, express my 
astonishment that the competence of the Second 
Conference should again be under discussion. 
The invitation was addressed by the League 
of Nations to the various Powers "as a means 
of giving effect to the principles submitted by 
the representatives of the United States . of 
America". Article 8 forms part of these pnn
ciples and therefore falls within the sphere 
of our competence. If the Assembly had 
wished to restrict our sphere of action, instead. 
of saying in its sixth res.ol~tion, "as ~ means 
of giving effect to the pnn~iP!~s. submitted by 
the United States of Amenca , 1t would have 
said "as a means of giving effect to the principles 
submitted by the United States of America 
with the exception of the articles which relate 
to the programme of the First Conference", 

· i e., the articles relating to Chapter II of the 
Hague Convention of 1912. There is no 

mention of any exception in the sixth resolution; 
we are therefore clearly within the limits of 
our competence. 

If to-day we were to refuse to permit the 
discussion of Article 8, we should not be acting 
logically, because a few days ago we permitted 
the discussion of Article I and referred it for 
examination to one of our Sub-Committees. 
Article I directly relates to Chapter II of the 
Hague Convention of I9U •. That means, there
fore, that we have also permitted the discus
sion of questions connected with Chapter II. 

There is yet a further precedent. You agreed 
to consider the proposal of the Cuban Govern
ment, which also relates to the same chapter, 
because it says that, in order to combat the 
scourge of toxicomania, it is essential to restrict 
the production of raw materials and the manu
facture of narcotics to the scientific and metlical 
requirements as declared by each State. This 
proposal has been referred to Sub-Committees 
A, Band D. . 

I have now finished my examination of the 
constitutional aspect of the problem and I 
shall pass to the question of formal procedure, 
which I consider to be quite as important. 

I have listened attentively to the speeches 
of the members of the First Conference, .tnd 
particularly to that of the Japanese delegate, 
M. Sugimura, whose wisdom, moderation and 
courtesy profoundly impressed me. The sin
cerity with which the members of the First 
Conference have expressed their feelings deserves 
our respect and consideration. Thev have 
urged the special position in which their coun
tries are placed from the legal point of view. 
M. Sugimura went further : he declared that 
he understood how it was that the other dele
gations present who were not members of the 
First Conference believed that the programme 
of the Second Conference was wider in scope 
and enabled them to discuss in detail all the 
articles of the American proposals. The First 
Conference consisted only of eight members, 
while the Second consists of 40 delegations, of 
whom 32 did not take part in the work of the 
First Conference. They have, however, come 
from all parts of the world to co-operate in 
an enterprise the sole object of which is to 
protect mankind against the ravages cause~ 
by the use of those narcotics that bring about 
degeneration and depravity. 

Ought the delegations which do not belong 
to the First Conference to remain silent regard
ing Article 8 of the American proposals and 
be unable to express their opinion, merely 
because this article closely affects the programme 
of the First Conference ? Such an idea seems 
to me to be inadmissible, and I am sure that 
the Assembly never intended to prevent the 
delegations from expressing their views on this. 
point. I would refer you, in this connection, 
to the end of the sixth resolution of the Assem
bly of 1923 : " ...... to invite the Governments 
concerned to send reP.resentatives with pleni
potentiary powers to a conference .for this 
purpose, to be held, if possible, immediately 
after the conference mentioned in Resolution V' . 

In view of these words, I think I may say 
that the Assembly was of the opinion that the 
Second Conference was bound to consider the 
resolutions of the First in the execution of its 
work, and consequently to examine also all 
the points raised by the American Suggestions. 
The words "if possible, immediately after the 
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conference ...... " show clearly that the Second 
c~nference is perfectly f_ree to examine 0 the 
agreements at which the F1rst Conference m1ght 
arrive, and, if it thought fit, to take account of 
them in any Convention which it might frame. 
This seems to me just and reasonable, for 
examining does not mean criticising. nor pas
sing judgment on the work of the earlier Confe
rence, but only implies that, by taking account 
of the resolutions of the First Conference, we 
can draft the articles of the Convention in 
accordance with our own ideals. 

Furthermore, the delimitation of the spheres 
of action of the two Conferences is very hard 
to establish with accuracy. Just as we cannot 
determine with mathematical precision the 
dividing line between light and darkness, and 
just as no one is capable of exactly indicating 
th~ skyline when the weather is not clear, in 
the same way the Hague Convention is made 
up of several chapters, of which the First 
Conference was called upon to examine the 
second, and the Second Conference the others. 
Nevertheless, these chapters make up a homo
geneous whole, like the limbs ofthe human body, 
which, though only connected by joints, cannot 
suffer any change without affecting all the 
others, because they belong to the same orga
nism. Similarly, in our present situation, it 
is very hard to say just how far the sphere 
of the Second Conference extends and where 
the sphere of the First begins, for the reason 
that the· question of the production of raw 
opium and the question of the traffic in prepared 
opium are closely associated with the proposals 
with which we are dealing at this Conference. 

There is, however, another consideration of 
a formal character to which I would like to 
draw the attention of the members of the First 
Conference. If I remember rightly, the dele
gate for India said that the agreement concluded 
by the First Conference could not be submitted 
to the Second, because a gathering of plenipo
tentiaries did not submit the resolutions which 
it had adopted to another gathering of pleni
potentiaries. But · we are not concerned in 
this case with submitting the resolutions of the 
First Conference to the examination and 
criticism of the Second. I could not criticise 

·the work of the First Conference, nor do I 
\hink that it would occur to the American aele
gatio!l to ~o. so, for this delegation, in expressing 
certam opm10ns upon the agreements concluded 
at the First Conference, did. so solely with the· 
object of supporting its proposals and asking 
this Conference to accept Article 8 proposed by 
the United States delegation. · 

\Yhat we i~ealists desire is simply the exami
!latu~n of Article 8 of the American Suggestions, 
m sp1te_of the fact t~at it touches upon questions 

• dealt With by the F1rst Conference, and we wish 
to mak~ ·this examination because, according 
to our mterpretation of the scope of our pro
gramme, we h~ve not only a formal legal right, 
but a m?ral ~ght, to do .so. Looking at the 
pr?b.lem m th1s way, that 1s to say, holding the 
op1mon that the Second Conference will not 
proceed to judge or criticise the agreements 
reached by the First, but that we shall confine 
ourselves exclusively to examining Article 8 
of the Ameri~an proposals, we feel sure that we 
shall be spanng the susceptibilities of the dele
gat~s of t~e First Conference with regard to 
the1r prestige, while satisfying their scruples 
from the legal point of view. 

I think that we may now consider the prac
tical aspect of the problem. I have told you 
already that we are following a road with an 
abyss on each side, into which the slightest 
false step will precipitate us. It seems to me 
very hard to find a practical solution of the 
problem, since, on the one hand, if we discuss 
the American proposals, we are threatened -
not in an offensive manner, it is true - by the 
categorical reservation of the members of the 
First Conference. On the other hand, we run 
the risk of the possible abstention of the 
American delegation, if Article 8 with its purely 
humanitarian object is not examined ; and 
the very enthusiasm of those of us - the 
ideali~ts - who support this article, the 
enthusiasm which braced us to co-operate in 
the humanitarian task that we are seeking 
to accomplish here, may fail, if we find that 
our efforts towards a high ideal are obstructed 
at all points by formal or legal considerations 
which have nothing to do with the vital object 
of our Conference. Disillusioned, we should 
be forced to conclude "summum jus, summa . . . '' m]una. 

For a long time I have looked for a solution 
equally satisfactory to both parties. I have 
wondered whether it would be well to appoint . 
a Mixed Commission to which we could entrust' 
the examination of these questions, or whether 
it would be better to submit this dispute to the 
Council. A Mixed Commission, however, would 
find itself in the same difficulty as ourselves ; 
the Council's session is already ended, and to 
refer these questions to it would only mean t e 
indefinite postponement of the work of our 
Conference. 

In view of the impossibility of reconciling 
the two opposing views, I think that we should 
decide in favour of the view which has the prior 
claim. The object of the Conference is to 
combat the drug habit by all possible means. 
We must therefore attack the root and not the 
branches. In cases of disease, a doctor does 
not apply external medicaments simply to 
destroy the symptoms of the complaint, but 
studies and seeks to overcome the causes, for 
otherwise he could not save his patient and 
would expose himself to severe criticism. 

We are in the same position. The experience 
of long years, during which we have confined 
our efforts to · combating the drug habit by · 
half-measures, has shown us that, ·in this ques
tion of opium, we must act in the way in which 
a doctor deals with an infectious disease. 
We must attack the evil at the roots, that is 
to say, the production of the raw materials 
and the traffic in prepared opium, if we wish 
to have done once and for all with this problem 
which is such a disgrace to mankind . 

The honourable members of the First Confe
rence formulated a reservation which obviously 
deserves all our respect and attention, but I 
hope that I shall have satisfied them by the 
reply that I have given on this subject. The 
interests of humanity alone should prevail, 
and we can, I am sure, continue upon our 
idealistic path, and with a clear conscience 
complete the task which has been entrusted 
to us. 

One more point. · Is it compatible with our 
dignity, with common honesty, to be seated 
here, beside the delegations of the Asiatic 
States which are honouring us with their pre-· 
sence, and not to give · these countries the 
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support which they need in their distress ? Can 
we ask them to come and co-operate with us for 
the welfare of humanity, and then, with the 
sight of their sufferings before our eyes, aban
don them to insufficient methods for combating 
the scourge which rages among them still 
more violently than among ourselves, at the 
same time declaring ourselves content with 
measures which ensure the welfare of the Wes
tern countries only ? 

Since human solidarity is the alpha and omega 
of the League of Nations, since the League has 
proclaimed equality, it is our duty to grant to 
the Orientals that which we claim for ourselves. 
Here there is neither white nor black, neither 
yellow nor red ; there are .only men. The 
League of Nations has proclaimed the equality 
not only of States but of races and religions. 
Let us take Nature's way as an example. 
Nature extends her bounties on every side and to 
each one of us. Every day the sun shines 
upon us all, and no one has the right to prevent 
any other from receiving the whole or part of 
its light. Accordingly, it is our moral duty to 
share with our brothers of the East the bene
fits that we enjoy in the West. 

The strict application in certain countries of 
the measures that we think fit to take against 
the drug habit is opposed by -arguments legal, 
formal, economic or political: I shall not 
enter into details with which you are familiar, 
but I shall say, with all that respect which 
I owe to the members of the First Conference, 
with whose work we are not concerned, that 
the weight of the legal arguments advanced 
against us is great ; great is the interest of the 
formal principles which should regulate the 
diplomatic relations between the two Confe
rences ; great, too, is the consideration whi~h 
the economic or political interests of certam 
countries deserve ; great, as we may be re
minded, is the principle of soverei~nty. But 
the conception of o~r moral duty 1s g~eat~r ; 
still greater the sentiment of human sohdanty 
and brotherhood, and greater and higher still 
the supreme ideal of the League o_f N:'-tions, an 
ideal based upon truth, goodness, JUstice - the 
good of humanity. (Long and sustained applause.) 

The President : 
Translo.~tion : M. El Guindy, delegate of Egypt, 

will address the Conference. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : Mr. President,ladies and gentle

men, in view of this fresh proof of the ~u~ani
tarian ideals which are so charactenstlc of 
members of this Conference, and of the state
ments made by the Unite~ S~ates delegation, 
I can only express my admiration for th~ ~ur
pose of those who desire to save the VIctims 
of this horrible drug in every country of. the 
world. I most heartily support the Amencan 
proposal. (Appla11se.) 

The President : 
Translation : Mr. J. C. Walton, delegate of 

India, will address the Conference. 

Mr. J. C. Walton (India) : 
I wish to intervene for a few minutes only 

in order to answer a question raised in the course 
of the discussion by the honourable delegate 
for Poland. He made an enquiry as to 
opium eating and he asked which Conference 

is competent "to discuss that question. In the 
view of the Indian delegation, this question 
is within the competence of neither Conference. 
The question of opium eating in India we regard 
as a question of domestic jurisdiction, and, 
moreover (this is an important point), a question 
within the jurisdiction not even of the Central 
Government in India but within the juri~dic
tion of the Provincial Governments, because 
India, under her new constitution, is a Federal 
State. 

Although we regard the question as one of 
domestic jurisdiction, the Indian delegation 
is willing and even anxious to give this Confe
rence, not now, but on a proper occasion, all 
possible information about opium eating in 
India- that is to say, all the information which 
we ourselves possess, because, since the sub
ject is one not even within the competeD\.'! of 
the Government of India itself, it necessarily 
follows that our own information is strictly 
limited. 

At the present moment I desire merely to 
refer to the statement made by the honourable 
and distinguished delegate for Poland to the 
effect, if I understood him aright, that in one 
of the provinces of India, namely, the Province 
of Bombay, there is a special institution under 
the control of the authorities for making opium 
pills for children. I desire merely to say that 
the honourable delegate must be under some 
misapprehension, because so far is such a state
ment removed from any of the facts within 
our knowledge that we cannot even conjecture 
the origin of the misapprehension under which 
he is obviously labouring. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Falcioni, delegate of Italy, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
Translation : I wish to make a short state

ment on behalf oft he Italian delegation. Italy, 
whose interest in this grave problem is a purely 
moral one, supports the United States proposal. 
We have, however, followed with close attention 
the important legal discussion as to the compe
tence of our Conference to deal with this ques
tion. Our attitude in this respect has nQi 
changed. We think that there are questions 
which cannot be settled in the same way as an 
ordinary legal dispute. They must be dealt with, 
as M. de Aguero has pointed out, on an. id~al
istic basis. When a moral or humamtanan 
problem arises, it must be settled at all costs, 
for the world looks to us for help and would 
never understand if purely formal difficulties 
were allowed to stand in our way. 

I beg to state that the Italian deleg3:tion, 
while expressing no opinion on the attitude• 
of the First Conference, which made every 
effort to achieve its object, desires to support 
the proposal of the United States delegation. 
(Applause.) 

The President 
Translation : M. de Palacios, delegate of 

Spain, will address the Conference. 

M. de Palacloe (Spain) : · . 
Transl(ltion : Mr. President, ladi<·s and gen

tlemen, my remarks will be as brief and as explicit 
as those of the Italian delegate. The motion 
submitted by the United States · delegate 
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deserves the full sympathy of the Spanish delega
tion. We are convinced that the opium pro
blem \\;U never be solved until control covers 
production, traffic, manufacture and consump
tion. This is the ideal towards which we must 
work. We must keep that ideal in view, but 
we must also take actual circumstances into 
account. I do not know what our President 
proposes ; I do not know if this question will 
be put to the vote to-day. If it should be so, 
I ask whether any vote taken by the Conference 
to-day can possibly settle the question. No I 

We have heard the unanimous views of the 
majority of the members of the First Conference, 
who declare, for reasons which there is no need 
for me to analyse now, that, should the Confe
rence deal with the United States proposal, the 
delegations of France, the British Empire, 
Japan, the Netherlands, Portugal and India 
would take no part in the discussion. Do you 
think that any agreement reached in such 
circumstances, without the representatives 
of the producing Powers, would be effective ? 
Such a view would truly be too optimistic. 

It is clear, from the statements which we have 
heard hitherto, that the weight of opinion in 
the Conference, apart from that of the delega
tions which I have named, is in favour of the 
United States proposal. Such a situation has 
never arisen before ; this is an unprecedented 
occasion, which no one could foresee. . 

Should we not give the Governments time 
to consider the consequences of this fresh fact, 
and adjourn our discussion while our col
leagues lay it before their Governments and 
ask for fresh instructions ? 

I have no wish to waste time; we can 
continue our work on the other questions, 
which have already been accepted. In this way 
we may perhaps arrive at the understanding 
which is so important for the welfare of huma
nity. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : Am I to regard the Spanish 

delegate's speech and suggestion as a motion 
of adjournment ? If such is the case I must 
ask him to hand in his motion in writi~g. 

, M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I think it would be better not 

to draft my proposal until the conclusion of 
the general discussion on the United States 
proposals. The delegations can consider, before 
~he _close of the discussion, whether my proposal 
1s likely to lead to good results : that will 
depend upon the attitude of the other dele
gations. 

The President : 

Translation : I call upon M. Chodzko, dele
-;ate of Poland, to address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I asked to be allowed to 

speak on a pe_rsonal question. I would reply 
to the o?servatw~ made by the delegate for India 
concermng the p1lls for children manufactured 
at ~ombay. I obta~ned the following infor
matiOn from an offic1al document, "The Final 
Report of the Royal Commission on Opium" 
(1895, _page 144) : "In Bombay there is an 
ex~ens1ve. use of. bala gooli, that is, pills made of 
op1um m1xed w1th other drugs and spices for 
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the use of children. This is at present carried 
on under the sanction of the authorities." 

I have also received information from another 
source to the effect that bala gooli pills are 
now being made in large ·quantities. They 
contain one-sixth, and sometimes even as 
much as one-third, of a grain of opium. This 
is all the information I am able to give to the 
delegate for India on this matter. 

The President : 
Translation : I will give the delegate for 

India an opportunity to reply to the Polish 
delegate. After that, I must ask delegates 
not to discuss this question of detail. 

Dr. Betances (Dominican Republic) : 
Translation : I simply wish to say a word 

in explanation of my vote. The delegation of 
the Dominican Republic supports any proposal 
made by any delegation, no matter when, 
with a view to the limitation of the use of drtlgs 
of any description to medical and scientific 
requirements. (Applause.) 

M •. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : I have only one thing to say. 

Although at the present stage no arguments 
will influence the voting, it is right that they 
should be submitted and recorded. 

The Assembly charged the First Conference 
to consider the question of prepared opium and 
to arrive at an agreement on that question. 
How can anyone present imagine that it 
occurred to members of the Assembly to instruct 
the Second Conference to deal with the same 
problems a fortnight later and to draw up 
an agreement which might be at variance with 
the first ? 

The President : 
Translation : The delegate for India has just 

informed me that, in order not to prolong the 
discussion, he will not reply to M. Chodzko now, 
but will have a private conversation with 
him. 

Does anyone else wish to- take part in the 
general discussion ? 

As no one else wishes to speak on the general 
question, I think that we can now deal with 
the point raised by the first delegate of Spain. 

I call upon M. de Palacios to speak. · · 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I have not heard any opinion 

on the proposal which I have submitted. As 
it was inspired simply by a spirit of conciliation 
and the desire to obtain the collaboration of 
those competent to deal with the problem before 
us, in order to make a success of a task which 
should receive universal support, I beg to 
inform you that I wish my motion to stand. 
I have drafted it to read as follows : "That 
the discussion on the motion submitted by the 
dell'gation of the United States of America 
on December nth, 1924, be adjourned." 

There can naturally be no question of inde
finite adjournment, but I think that it would 
be dangerous to fix a date now. We should 
leave it to the President, who might consult the 
delegations · most directly concerned . in the 
matter. 

The President 
Translation : Discussion will therefore be 



confined to the motion submitted by the first 
delegate of Spain. 
. M. Sugimura, delegate of Japan, will address 
the Conference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : I do not propose to enter 

into a lengthy or profound discussion of the 
thorny problem of the competence of the Second 
Conference, for I am convinced that such dis
cussions merely serve to complicate our work and 
make the realisation of our common ideal 
more difficult. 

Nor do I wish at this point to criticise the 
results of the work of the First Conference; I 
wish simply to look towards the future in the 
hope that by successive improvements that 
future may tend to becon:te ever better. It 
is in this spirit that I venture to suggest a few 
measures which may help us to solve our present 
dilemma and reconcile the divergent views 
expressed. 
. As regards the resolutions of the First Con-

.· ference, it appears to me indisputable that, from 
the juridical point of view, they are of a special 
and regional character. The agreement con
cluded is binding only on the eight Contracting 
States, and for the other States constitutes 
what would be called in legal terminology 
"res inter alias acta". States not parties to 
the agreement cannot modify the provisions 
of that agreement. 

From the practical point of view, however, the 
problem of opium and other drugs forms one 
single whole, and is so considered in the Hague 
Convention. 

The work was divided between the two Confe
rences for practical reasons. There is, however, 
a certain interdependence between the two 
Conferences, and their results, therefore, are 
bound to react upon one another: Such being 
the case, it would surely be of value to devise 
some means of co-ordination such as already 
exists between the various Committees of the 
present Conference. 

The task of co-ordinating the results of the 
work of the two Conferences does not fall, strictly 
speaking, within the legal competence of either 
the First or the Second Conference. It can 
only be begun after this present assembly has 
concluded its work. 

I venture to suggest the following course : 
r. That we should first hear the opi

nions of certain delegations which tc;>ok 
no part either in the work of the F1rst 
Conference or in the drafting of the reso
lution of the fourth Assembly. 

2. If, at the end of the present Confe
rence we find that it is desirable that the 
results of the work of the two Conferences 
should be co-ordinated, we can ask our 
President to insert a recommendation to 
this effect in his report to the Council of 
the League. . 

3· We might then set up a special C!lm
mittee consisting of deleg~tes of the etght 
States which took part m the work of 
the First Conference and an equal number 
of delegates of States which did not take 
part in it. After considepng the results 
of the work of both Conferences, this Co~
mittee might submit a report to the Council 
on the modifications which it might appear 
desirable to make in the work of the First 
Conference. 

4· The Council, after discussing the 
desirability of the modifications proposed, 
might then convene a Conference of all 
the States signatories to the Hague Con
vention or communicate with all the·States 
concerned, in order to obtain their adhe
sion to these modifications. 

My suggestions have only one object, and 
that is to meet, as far as possible, the views of 
the States represented at the Second Conference, 
to safeg)lard the legitimate rights of the States 
signatories to the Hague Convention and to 
arrive at an agreement such as will meet the 
lawful claims of the various States and satisfy 
enlightened public opinion throughout the world. 
I have only one desire - conciliation coupled 
with justice. 

I venture therefore to submit the following 
motion : • • 

"The Japanese delegation proposes that 
the Conference should submit to the Busi
ness Committee the American proposal, 
together with the J apancse suggestion 
and the British proposal submitted yester
day by Sir Malcolm Dclevingne, and that 
the Business Committee should report to 
the full Conference." 

The Preaiden\ · : 
Translation : I venture to direct the J apa

nese delegate's attention to the fact that the 
President of the Second Conference is not called 
upon, under the terms of the fourth Assembly's 
sixth resolution, to report to the Council. I 
am not aware of any such duty, though it exists, 
I believe, in the case of the First Conference 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : You are quite right. 

The President : 
1'ranslation : The Conference now has before 

it the two motions submitted by the Spanish 
and japanese delegations. 

It is very difficult to discuss the Japanese 
proposal, unless we have it before us in writing. 
We want not only the exact text of the proposal, 
but also the reasons set forth by 111. Sugimura 
in his speech. It is hardly possible, therefore._ 
to discuss it now, and I think that it would be 
better to have both proposals roneocd, together 
with the addition to the Japanese proposal 
which I suggested, and to discuss them this 
afternoon. We might discuss M. de Palacios' 
motion now, but not the Japanese proposal. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : In order to simplify the dis

cussion then, I beg to withdraw my motion 
for the time being and to support the Spanish • 
delegate's proposal. 

The Prealden\ : 
Translation : The Spanish delegation's pro

posal concerning the question of adjournment 
is the only one now before us for discussion. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : · 
Translation : I simply wish to emphasise 

some explanations which I have already given; 
I have been asked by certain delegates what the 
real purpose of my proposal was. ·As I drafted 
it hastily, I am quite prepared to have it re
drafted, but I wish to make it quite clear that 
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its purpose is simply an adjournment and not 
the burial of the American proposal. I wan.ted 
to find a means of giving certain delegates bme 
to consult their Governments. Naturally, I 
can only urge that those delegates who were 
members of · the First Conference should be 
asked to explain to their Governments the pre
sent position of this Conference. 

The President : 
Translation : 

this question ? 
Do members wish to discuss 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I wish to ask the following question : Does the 

Spanish delegate's proposal mean that we 
have to ask our Governments for fresh instruc
tions ? 

-fhe President " 
Translation : I am not quite sure of the 

interpretation to be placed on the Spanish 
proposal, but I do not think that it impo~es 
any obligation on delegates to ask for fresh m
structions ; it leaves it to their discretion. 

M. Sze (China) : 
1\Ir. President and members of the Conference, 

I greatly appreciate the suggestion which has 
been made by the distinguished delegate for 
Spain, and I want to support his motion because, 
as I understand it, that motion was put forward 
with a view to conciliation and with the idea 
that the points of view of the different parties 
might be co-ordinated. As I see the discussion 
to-day, we are all, I think, idealists, as the 
delegate for Cuba has said. The only thing 
that some of the delegations lack is instructions 
from their Governments, and the proposition 
put forward by the delegate for Spain will solve 
that difficulty. I wish therefore to put it on 
record that I am in favour of his motion. 

On the other hand, I hope I may be permitted 
to ask you, Mr. President, if you will be good 
enough to read us the exact terms of the pro
posal of the Spanish delegate, because it is of 
some importance to some of us to know exactly 
the extent of that adjournment. I think that 
this whole question is of some importance and 
requires consideration, so it does not seem to 
me wise that we should discuss the subject 
immediately and take a decision. I think that 

. some of the delegates here, like myself, while 
being in favour of the proposal, would like 
to have a little more time in which to consider 
the matter and to examine the terms of the 
resolution. Unless, therefore, you would like 
to deal with the other items on the agenda, 
I propose that the meeting should be adjourned 
until the President summons it again. 

' The President : 
Translation : I am quite prepared to meet 

the wishes of the Chinese delegate. This is 
the text of the Spanish delegate's proposal : 

"That the discussion on the motion 
submitted by the delegation of the United 
States of America on December uth, 
1924, be adjourned." 

I would emphasise the word "discussion", 
which means that the matter is not yet settled. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
T~anslafion : W~ might even say ''the 

contmuatlon of the discussion" .. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) :. 
Translation : I would ask the first Spanish 

delegate to add to the proposal a few words 
to the effect that, as he has just said, the pur
pose of the . adjournment . is. to endeavour t.o 
arrive at an agreement. Th1s would make 1t 
quite clear to everybody. · 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : The proposal might begin as 

follows : "That, in order that an agreement 
may be reached ... " 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

It is needless to express our earnest desire 
for an amicable adjustment of this contro
versy. The motion of the distinguished dele
gate from Spain contemplates the adjournment 
of this discussion without date. The reason 
given is that the delegates of the First Confe
rence shall have time to ask for new instructions. 
I have no objection to this proposal, provided 
we know that those delegates intend to ask 
for new instructions ; if they do not intend to 
do so, the adjournment would be useless. I 
suggest therefore that we fix a time-limit for 
the adjournment, say, until Monday or Tuesday 
of next week. As the proposal now stands, the 
adjournment has no time-limit and the chances 
are that, as the Conference will be going on 
with its other work, there will be no time left 
in which to discuss this very important matter. 

We have now spent one whole day discussing 
·this question, and I personally have no desire 
to shorten that discussion. I would much 
rather see it prolonged, but I have no objec
tion to an adjournment. I do hope, however, 
that the Conference will take into consideration 
the fact that an adjournment without time
limit is very dangerous, especially in view of 
the fact that we have not the slightest inti
mation from any of the delegates on the First 
Conference that they even intend to ask for 
new instructions. . 

I therefore propose an amendment, which 
is a very simple one, namely, that we adjourn 
the matter till Tuesday next. 

M. Sze (China) : . 
·I do not propose to take up any more of 

the time of the Conference. I had intended 
to say something more or less on the same lines 
as Mr. Porter, but that is no longer necessary. 

The President : 
Translation : We now have the proposal, 

with two amendments. You all' know how 
it reads : 

"That, in order that" an agreement may 
be reached, the continuation of the discus
sion on the motion submitted by the 
delegation of the United States of America 
on December nth, 1924, be adjourned till 
Tuesday next." 

The Spanish delegate has accepted the amend
ments. Shall I take a vote ? 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : . I agree to a date being fixed, 

but I think that Tuesday is too soon. 

The President : 
Translation : M. de Palacios does not accept 

I the United States amendment. We are left 
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with two proposals : that the Conference be 
adjourned sine die and alternatively that a 
day be fixed. 

I think that it would be advisable to confine 
the discussion and the vote to M. de Palacios' 
proposal. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I do not know at the moment the exact 

wording of the proposal which has been brought 
forward by the Spanish delegate, but I would 
like to know whether it implies that I have 
to ask for new instructions from my Government. 
I can never accept a decision from this Confe
rence to the effect that I have to ask for new 
instru~tions. Moreover, I cannot agree to 
an adJournment for the purpose of coming to 

· an agreement. Why do we not say that the 
· meeting is adj<;mrned until Monday or Tuesday, 

and not ment10n the purpose of the adjourn
ment ? · I should have no objection to .such a 
procedure. 

The President : 
Translation : The first part of the French 

text has not yet been drafted. It was M. 
Chodzko who proposed the amendment ; I 
will therefore consult him. What he meant 
was, I think : "In order that an agreement 
may be reached ...... " The proposal covers 
the question of adjournment and nothing else. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

It seems to us that the amendment which I 
suggested is germane to the motion of the dis
tinguished delegate from Spain, and, if that 
be the fact, the vote should be taken on that 
.amendment. Moreover, I desire again to point 
out that we are adjourning in the hope that 
something may come from it, in the hope that 
some of the delegates of the First Conference 
will, during the interim, ask for new instructions. 
Those delegates are all here ; none of them 
has given us the slightest intimation that they 
intend to take any such action. 

An indefinite adjournment therefore prac
tically kills this American proposal. It can 
have no other effect. I think everyone will 
.admit that. I have no desire to hurry anyone, 
but I think I have the right to insist that, if 
this discussion is postponed in the hope that 
something may happen in the meantime, it 
should be postponed to a definite date, not 
later than next Tuesday. 

This Conference is drawing to a close. The 
matters in connection with Chapter II of the 
American proposal are very important. Let 
me again say that the nations represented at 
the First Conference have no more rights in 
the matter of prepared opium than the other 
nations signatories to the Hague Convention. 
The mere fact that many of the other nations 
have suppressed this traffic does not release 
their rights in the matter. I do hope that 
you will not now, when we are almost at the 
end of the Conference, again postpone even the 
(;Onsideration of a vital element in the propo
sals of the United States in this matter. 

The President : 
Translation : Mr. Porter and I are not quite 

.agreed as regards the vote on the amendment. 
The latter can be interpreted in various ways, 
.according to whether it is regarded as a limi
tation of, or an addition to, the proposal. 

If the Co~ference wishes a vote to be taken, 
I am prepared to take it, but I am not sure 
that we are right in doing so. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
Translation : I agree to the Conference 

being adjourned until Monday or Tuesday, 
but I do not wish the reasons for that adjourn
ment to be included in the resolution, nor 
that the adjournment should imply that I am 
obliged to ask for new instructions from mv 
Government. · 

The President : 

Translation : In order not to prolon~ this 
discussion, which has already been sufficiently 
long, I propose, as President, that the conti
nuation of the discussion of the American pro
posal be adjourned until Tuesday next. • 

If it is the wish o-r the Conference, I will put 
the Spanish proposal to the vote. Otherwise, 
it is decided that the continuation of the 
discussion on the American ·proposal will be 
adjourned until Tuesday next. 

M. de Palaoloa (Spain) : 
Translation : It is clear that my proposal 

is approved, even by the Chair. It does not 
appear to be necessary to put it to the vote. 
I have to thank the Conference for adopting 
the course which I suggested. 

The President : 
Translation : Then I may assume that the 

Conference accepts my proposal. 
The proposal was adopted. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Sugimura's motion has 

still to be discussed. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

I understand that only the American pro
posal has been adjourned until Tuesday next. 
I did not want to interfere with any other 
matter before the Conference. 

The President : 
Translation : There is still onf' item on the 

agenda. I do not think that we can discus.:! 
it now, as it is so late. If the Committees ana 
Sub-Committees are not meeting this afternoon, 
I suggest that the Second Conference should do 
so. 

M. Sze (China) : 
While I like to do everything you desire, 

Mr. President, I regret to say that, so far as the 
Chinese delegation is concerned, it will not be pos
sible for it to be represented at the Second Con
ference this afternoon, because the Secretariat 
has notified us that there is to be a meeting, • 
of the First Conference. It is an important 
meeting, at which I shall have the honour of 
presenting a statement. I would like to have 
as much time as possible before that meeting. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) President of 
the First Conference : 

The meeting of the First Conference, which 
was originally fixed for 3.30 p.m., has been put 
off till 5.30. p.m . 

The Pre!lident : 
Translation : If the First Conference meets 

at 5.30 p.m., we shall have very little time. 
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I should like to know the feeling oJ the Confe
rence on this matter. I suggest that we meet 
this afternoon at 4 o'clock. -

M. 8ze (China) : 
Mr. President, it. is now twenty-two minutes 

before two, and I have to consult my delegation 
before we go to the First Conference, to which 
I have promised an important statement, and 
I do not want to disappoint it. In order, 
therefore, to meet your wishes, may I suggest 
that this Conference should meet at half-past 
four instead of at four o'clock, so that I may 
have another hour in which to consult my 

delegation and put my statement into a final 
form. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands), President of
the First Conference : 

Translation : I propose that the First Con
ference should meet at 6 p.m. 

The President : 
Translation : The Second Conference will 

meet at 4.30 p.m. and the First Conference at 
6 p.m. · _ . 

The Conference rose at 1.40 p.m. 
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HASHISH : PROPOSAL OF THE EGYP
TIAN DELEGATION THAT HASHISH 
SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE LIST 
OF NARCOTICS WITH WHICH THE 
CONFERENCE HAS TO DEAL. 

The President : 
Translation : Ladies and gentlemen, the 

meeting is open. 
The first item on the agenda is the proposal 

submitted by the Egyptian delegation to the 
effect that hashish should be included in the 
list of narcotics with which the Conference has 
to deal. 

I call upon Dr. Guindy, first delegate of 
Egypt, to address the Conference. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : As I promised in my speech, 

I have the honour to submit to the Conference 
in as concise a form as possible a memorandum 
on hashish. In doing so, I hope that I may 
be able to arouse the interest of the Conference 
in this important question. 

I do not wish it to be thought, however, that I 
am only dealing with this qu~stion in so _far as 
it concerns Egypt alone. It IS true that m our 
country we have taken the stric~est f!leasures 
against the ·contraband traffic m this drug, 
but there are other peoples also which suffer 
from its ravages. Egypt is not the only nation 
concerned, and l therefore wish to ask you to 

examine the problem of hashish with all the 
attention that it deserves, since it is a problem 
of capital importance for a large number of 
Eastern peoples. 

The cannabis indica or sativa, called also by 
the name of hashish (English- Indian hemp ; 
German - indianischer H a11/; French- chanvre 
indien), was known even in antiquity. 

It was originally cultivated on the plateau 
of Persia and Turkestan. Later, it was intro
duced into Asia Minor and Egypt, where it 
was mentioned by chroniclers of the time of 
the Crusades. At present, the countries which 
produce it are Siberia, Russia, the Caucasus, 
Persia, the western plateau of the Himalayas, 
Kashmir, India and also South-Eastern Europe. 

Researches undertaken with a view to deter
mining the active agent of this plant led to the 
discovery of a product called cannabine, a 
kind of soft and brownish resin. An aromatit 
oil of an amber colour, whose inhalation causes 
dizziness and giddiness, is also derived from 
cannabis indica by distillation. In addition, 
it bas been found to contain a certain quantity 
of nicotine 1• 

The flowers, the tender shoots and the fruits 
of the cannabis are specially utilised. Only 
the unfertilised female flowers, however, are 
able to produce the resinous matter, as ferti
lisation destroys the active principle of the • 
plant. 

Hashish, prepared in various forms, is used 
principally in the following ways : 

(a) In the form of a paste made from 
the resin obtained from the crushed leaves 
and flowers, which is mixed with sugar and 
cooked with butter and aromatic substances 
and is used to make sweets, confectionery, 
etc. ; known in Egypt' by the names of 
manzul, maagun and garawish. 

> See Diclionnair6 E11cyclopUique des Scie11ces M ldi
cales by DECHAIIBRE and LEREBOVLLET, Paris 1886, 
Volume XII, pp. 500-516. 
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(b) Cut into small fragments, it is mixed 
with tobacco for smoking in cigarettes. 

(c) The Indian hemp is simply smoked 
in special hookahs, called gozah. · 

We must next consider the effects which are 
produced by the use of_ hashish and distinguish 

·between : 

(I) Acute hashishism, and 
(2) Chronic hashishism. 

Acute hashishism occurs when the consumer 
uses hashish irregularly. -· -

Let us study the effects of this' intoxication : 
Taken in small doses, hashish at first produces 
an agreeable inebriation, a. sensation o~ we~
being and a desire to smile ; the ~md ts 
stil)lulated. A slightly stronger dose brmgs a 
feeling of oppression- and of discomfort. There 
follows a kind of hilarious and noisy delirium 
in persons of a cheerful dispos~tion, but the 
delirium takes a violent form m persons of 
violent character. It should be noted that 
behaviour under the influence of the delirium 
is always related to th~ cha~a:c_tet of the. i~di
vidual. This state of mebnahon or delmum 
is followed by slumber, which is usually peaceful 
but sometimes broken by nightmares. The 
awakening is not unpleasant ; there is a 
slight feeling of fatil?ue, but it soon passes 1

• 

Hashish absorbed m large doses produces a 
furious delirium and strong physical agitation ; 
it predisposes to acts of violence and produces 
a characteristic strident laugh. This condition 
is followed by a veritable stupor, which cannot 
be called sleep. Great fatigue is felt on awaken
ing, and the feeling _of depression may last for 
several days. 

The habitual use of hashish brings on chronic 
hashishism, which is much more serious than 
acute hashishism. 

The countenance of the addict becomes 
gloomy, his eye is wild and the expression of his 
face is stupid. He is silent ; has no muscular 
power ; suffers from physical ailments, heart 
troubles, digestive troubles, etc. ; his intellectual 
faculties gradually weaken and the whole or
ganism decays. The addict very frequently 
becomes neurasthenic and, eventuallv, insane. 
' In general, the absorption of hashish pro
duces hallucinations, illusions as to time and 
place, fits of trembling, and convulsions •. 

A person under the influence of hashish pre
sents symptoms very similar to those of hys
teria •. 

From the therapeutic point of view, science 
has not made much use of hashish with good 
results. It has, however, been administered 
with some success in certain cases of delirium 
tremens. 1 • 

Taken thus occasionally and in small doses, 
hashish perhaps does not offer much danger, 
but there is always the risk that once a person 
begins to take it, he will continue. He acquires 
the habit and becomes addicted to the drug, 
and, once this has happened, it is very difficult 
to escape. Not_withstanding the humiliations 

1 Sre BINP.T·SANGLt, "Action du hachisch sur les 
neuroneo ". ReuiUJ Stienli fiq!UJ of March 2nd, J 891. 

1 See MoREAU de Touas, "Du Hachisch et de 
!'alienation mentale: Etudes psychologiques." 

1 See Charlet RICHP.T, Di<lionnaire de PhysiJlogie, 
Paris, 1909; Article by Raymond MIIUNIEit, Volume· 
VIII, pp. 188-2oo. · . 

and penalties inflicted on addicts in Egypt, 
they always return to their vice. They are 
known as "hashashees", which is a term of 
reproach in our country, and they are regarded 
as useless derelicts. 

Chronic hashishism is extremely serious, 
since hashish is a toxic substance, a poison 
against which no effective antidote is known. 
It exercises a sedative and hypnotic effect, and 
is prescribed in the following doses : 

The extract, from o.oiS gr. to o.o6 gr. 
The tincture, from S to IS drops. 

Generally speaking, hashish is not very much 
used in medical practice,- and its results are a 
matter of controversy. 

In view of the great danger involved by the 
consumption of hashish, special measures have 
been taken by the Egyptian· Government. 

As early as I868, Dr. Mohammed Ali Bey 
made a report to the competent authorities 
regarding the accidents caused by the abuse 
of hashish. In 1884, the cultivation of this
plant was forbidden. The cafes (or mashhashas) 
in :which hashish was consumed by smoking 
in special hookahs were closed, and are still 
mercilessly sought out by the police. 

Measures were taken to prevent the produc
tion and importation of cannabis indica; the 
following are the chief of these measures : 

All cultivation of cannabis indica is prohi
bited, and the cultivator is liable to a fine of 
£ E so (equal to about 26 gold francs) per 
feddau or fraction of a feddau (the feddau 
is equal to 4,200.83 square metres). 

As regards importation, smuggled hashish 
used a few years ago to be confiscated and 
resold to agents for exportation. At present, 
the goods confiscated are destroyed and a fine 
of £ E IO per kilogramme is imposed on the 
clandestine importer. However small may be 
the quantity imported, the fine cannot be 
less than £ E 2. 

It is interesting to note the quantities of 
hashish that have been confiscated as a result 
of the measures taken by the Egyptian Govern
ment. 

The following quantities were seized by the 
Customs Administration : 

Kg. of. Hashish 
In I919 ......... · . 2,7o9,S3S 

1920 .. · · · -. · . . . . I,869,J:99 
1921. . . . . . . . . . . 62I,822 
I922. . . . . . . . . . . 173.468 
I923. . . . . . . . . . . 2,128,864 
I924. . . . . . . . . . . 3,262,227 

The following quantities were seized by the 
Coastguards Administration : 

Kg. of Hashish 
In 1920. . . . . . . . . . . 3,697,648 

1921 · · · · · · · · • · • . 1,77S,23S 
1922. . . . . . . . . . . :1:,223,842 

. 1923. . . . . . . . . . . 2,708,169 
1924. . . . . . . . . . . 2,262,3SO 

Unfortunately, I have no information regard
ing the quantities seized by the police, which 
must certainly be greater than the above-men
tioned figures. There can be no doubt, how
ever, that the goods confiscated represent only 
a small fraction of what is introduced. clandes-
tinely. . · 

It is known, for example, that in a single year 

-2-



(abo~t 1909) m~re than 140,000 pounds of 
hashish w_ere consumed in Egypt 1. 

Some 1dea of the ravages produced b 
t~ese enormous quantities of hashish clande!
tmely consumed may be gained from the f t 
that the real requirements of the country har~y 
ever exceed 20-30 kilogrammes annually 

F?r example, th~ requirements of hashish for 
me~cal purpos.es 1n an average year may be 
estimated at • ; 

II. 165 kilos: oJ. extract, 
1.331_ .. 1>f soft extract, 

12.375 .. of tincture. 
• 

In. 1919, t~e Egyptian Government allowed 
the 1mp?rtat1on of 65 kilogrammes of hashish 
for med1cal purposes and in 1920 of 23 kilo-
grammes. · 

The illicit use of hashish is the principal cause 
of most of the cases of insanity occurring in 
Egypt. In support of this contention, it may 
be observed that there are three times as many 
cases of ment:U :Uienation among men as among 
women, and 1t IS an established fact that men 
are much more addicted to hashish than 
~OJ~en. (In Europe, on the contrary, it is 
s1~mficl!-nt that a greater proportion of cases 
of msamty occur a~ong women than among men.) 

~ener:Uly speakmg, the proportion of cases 
of msamty caused by the use of hashish varies 
from 30 to 6o per cent of the total number of· 
cases occurring in Egypt. 

My qovernment is giving increasing attention 
to Jindinl? the best method of eradicating this 
soc1~l evil. . Othe~ countries are also taking 
an mterest m th1s question. In the British 
House of Commo~s on February 19th, 1924, 
for example, Mr. G1lbert asked the Government 
a question regarding hashish and its uses. He 
expressed surprise that hashish was not inclu
ded. in the list of dangerous drugs which were 
subject to import restrictions in Great Britain. 
~e aske~ whether the Government had any 
mformabon. regarding the. use of the drug in 
certain seaport towns, and whether it proposed 
to take any steps to -add this drug to the list 
of dangerous drugs and place it under the 
same restrictions as applied to them. 

Mr. Rhys Davies replied that indulgence in 
the use of hashish was rare in Great Britain, 
though it was possible that it was practised 
t? . 3; certain extent among Oriental seamen 
vts1tmg her ports. Hashish was not one of 
the drugs to which the International Opium 
Convention of 1912 applied, though the Hague 
Conference recommended that its use should 
~ investigated. Any proposal for the exten
SIOn to hashish of the restrictio~s relating to 
the drugs included in the Convention would 
have to be considered from the international 
standpoint. He understood that the League 
of Nations, which by the Treaty of Peace was 
entrusted with the general supervision over the 
traffic in dangerous drugs, had not yet considered 
the question. 

He added : "The question is one in which other 
· countries are more closely concerned than this 
country, but the position is being watched by 
my department and, if it appears desirable, 
steps will be taken to raise the question before 

1 Dicliot~nair• de Physiologie, by Ch. RICHET. Paris, 
1009, Article by Raymond MEUNIER, Vol. VIII, pp. 
188-zoo. 

the Opium Advisory Committee of the League" •. 
I was very glad to hear that the South Afri

can Government had made the same proposal 
as myself. I should also specially like to thank 
the honourable delegates of the United States 
Turkey, Japan, Brazil, Poland, Greece and 
oth~r countries, who have assured me that this 
subJect was also included in their programmes 
Further, I should like to thank all the delegate~ 
to whom I have spoken on this question and 
who have promised me their support. 

I do not see. ~hy we sh?uld wait until 1925 
to take a dec1s1on on th1s question since a 
large number of countries have pron~unced in 
favour of my proposal through their delegates. 
T~e day before yesterday evening, on the 

a~vtce of the President, I had an interview 
WI!~ the ho.nourable delegates of France, the 
Bnbs~ ~m~tre and India in the hope of ga~ing 
a dec1s1on m favour of my ~roposal without 
being forced to ~ubmit the pomt to the Confe
rence and to ra1se once more the question of 
competence. 

All these . distinguished delegates were i~ 
~!;!ee.ment With me as regards the terrible and 
lDJ":nous effects of this drug, and none of them 
den~ed tha~ it was a dangerous narcotic and a 
hab1t-formmg drug. In spite of that, however, 
we were unfortunately unable to reach an 
agreement as to how the question could be 
settled forthwith. 
. I was ~old that a special par~graph had been 
mserted.m the report of the Advisory Committee 
concermng the cannabis indica or cannabis 
sativ~, or, to give it its more usual name, 
ha_shtsh. But my Government,· which received 
thts report at the same time as the invitation 
~o _take part in this Conference, did not find 
m 1t - any more !han I have myself been able 
to find - any senous obstacle to the addition 
of hashish (which is the resin obtained from the 
~owers, the leaves, or the hairs on the extremi
ties of the cannabis indica or cannabis sativa 
t~ the l~st of narcotics and injurious drugs 
Wit~ . whtch we are now dealing. That this 
ad~tlon may be made is the chief request 
whtch my Government makes to this Conference. 

From the economic point of view, I do not 
~hink that Indian hemp is of appreciable 
Importance to the finances of any State. • 

As reg~rds t~e industrial point of view, I 
do not think th1s plant has any qualities which 
cannot be found _elsewhere. Even if the contrary 
:were the case, .It would be easy to employ it 
If the precaution were taken of letting the 
femal~ flowers be fertilised by increasing the 
quantity of plants producing male flowers in 
the fields under cultivation. ' 

In a moment, I shall ask our friend and 
distinguished Vice-President, H.E. M. de 
Aguero y Bethancourt, to tell you how hashish• 
also leads many of its addicts to absorb viru
lent poisons which they would never have 
dreamed of taking -if they had not fallen under 
the influence of this pernicious drug. 
. Personally, ev~n. at the risk of seeming 
Importunate, I ms1st, and shall continue to 
in~ist, on the importance of this question, 
bemg.confident that i_n this respect I am voicing 
th~ vte~s of t~e ent1re Egyptian people, from 
Hts MaJesty Kmg Fuad I, our august and well
beloved sovereign, who takes a special interest 

1 See Thl Lancel of March JSt, 1924, pp. 46~·470. 
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in the question, down to the humblest fellah 
of the Nile valley. 

I earnestly beg all the delegates to give this 
question their best attention, for I know the 
mentality of Oriental peoples, and I am afraid 
that it will be said that the question was not 
dealt with because it did not affect the safety 
of Europeans. I am in full agreement with 
my eminent colleague, Dr. Chodzko, who said 
that considerations of religion, of race or of 
nationality must never be allowed to stand in 
the way of the humanitarian work which the 
League of Nations undertakes. 

Moreover, I am sure that, if we take a deci
sion regarding opium and the drugs mentioned 
in the schedule of the Advisory Committee 
without adding hashish, the latter will soon 
replace the other narcotics and will then 
bewme a terrible menace to the whole world. 
It seems to me that it is better to prevent a 
disease than to cure it. 

The League of Nations aims at safeguarding 
the liberty of man. It is an arbiter guaranteeing 
the rights of every nation. 

The League wants all the citizens of the world 
to be able to live their lives in freedom and good 
health, and therefore I am sure that it will 
give its attention to the havoc wrought by 
hashish among our population. It will save 
the thousands of human beings who lose their 
reason every year as a consequence of the exces
sive use of hasbish. 

The League of Nations will earn the grati
tude of all those it will have rescued from the 
hashish habit, and it will thus swell the ranks 
of those who wish to fight under its banner in 
the good cause. 

I am certain that you, gentlemen, who work 
under the ;egis of the League of Nations, will 
help us in the struggle we have undertaken 
against this scourge, which reduces man to 
the level of the brute and deprives him of 
health and reason, self-control and honour. 
(Prolonged applause.) 

The President : 
Translation: The discussion on the Egyptian 

delegation's proposal is open. Does anyone 
wish to speak on this subject ? 

M. Sze, delegate of China, will address the 
'Conference. 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President and members of the Confe

rence, I am greatly moved by the statement 
ma~e by the honourable delegate of Egypt. 
Wh~le I ~no'." next to nothing about the subject, 
I Wish, m VJew of the statement the Egyptian 
delega~e has made ~bout the danger which this 
drug 1s to humamty, to second his request 
that this Conference should make a study 

' of the question and do everything possible to 
put an end. to this dangerous form of drug 
na~ed hash1sh. · On behalf of my delegation, 
I Wish to assure the Egyptian delegate that it 
can count on us to do all we can to support its 
efforts. (Applause.) · 

The President : 

Translation : The Hon. Stephen G. Porter, 
delegate of the United States of America, will 
address the Conference. 

The ~on. Stephen 0. Porter (United States 
of Amenca) : 

Mr. President and members of the Conference, 

I have read with care and interest the statement 
of the distinguished delegate of Egypt and I 
have also read the statement which was made 
by the delegate of Turkey. 

My knowledge of hashish and its use is quite 
limited. The· very carefully prepared state
ment of the delegate of Egypt, together with 
my own knowledge on the subject, have satis
fied me that we are under an obligation in 
this Conference to do everything we can to 
assist the Egyptian and ~Turkish people to 
rid themselves of this yice. We are asking 
them to help us to destroy the vice of opium, 
coca leaves and their derivatives, and I believe 
that this is a good ti~e-to practise a little reci
procity. They have. their troubles and we have 
ours, and I can see no t;eason why this Confe
rence, aided as it is by the distinguished men 
on Sub-Committee F, should not deal with 
this question. Happily, as I understand it, 
no question of revenue is involved, That fact 
ought to make the solution much easier, and 

. I earnestly urge the delegates to give to the 
suggestion of the delegate of Egypt the same 
patient hearing as they would give to other 
matters. I shall conclude by saying that 
many countries of the world have their own 
problems ; by helping each other we can 
make the world much happier and much 
better. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : Mr. Clayton, delegate of India, 

will address the Conference. 

Mr. Clayton (India) : Mr. President, at the 
beginning of the present year the Government 
of India commenced an enquiry on its own 
initiative into the possibility of bringing Indian 
hemp within the Hague Convention. It had, 
for that purpose, to consult its Provincial 
Governments, and I am not in a position to 
speak as to the actual stage which the enquiry 
has reached. . 

The Government of India was not aware 
that the question of hashish· would be raised 
at this Conference, and consequently the Indian 
delegation is entirely without instructions. 

There is no doubt, however, in view· of the 
action which it is now taking, that the Govern
ment of India would regard the Egyptian pro
posal with sympathy. We are, however, pre
paring here a Convention as the result of which 
we shall enter into definite engagements. The 
Government of India can· only enter into 
engagements which it knows it can effectively 
carry out. In the state of its present know
ledge, in the present state of the enquiry in 
India, it will be very difficult for my Govern
ment to enter into any precise engagement at 
this moment. Moreover, as I have already said, 
I have no instructions. 

I have not the least desire to put any obstacle 
in the way of the delegation of the Government 
of Egypt in the pursuance of their desire to 
control this drug, but I think that the Egyptian 
Government should recognise that our diffi
culties are to some extent the result of their 
own inaction, if I may use the word. The 
League particularly asked that any country 
invited to this Conference having any proposal 
to place before it should send that proposal 
to the Secretariat in time for the Preparatory 
Committee. I understand that this proposal 
with regard to hashish was not sent in in time 
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for the Preparatory Committee to deal with 
it. \Ve have none of us, therefore, had time 
to consider the matter, and I think it would 
be ~ery difficult to give the subject that 
unammous vote of admission which would be 
necessary for it to be included in the agenda of 
the COl}ferem:e,-

In ~hese cirCUJ?stances, I suggest that the 
Egyp2!1 n delegation should be ready to avail 
itself f th~ mathiJiery !'OW ~ing prepared by 
Sub- mm1ttee · F, which will enable other 
~oxio~dr~gs than th~se specifically mentioned 
~n the H._ague Convenh<?n to be brought within 

terms, It wouhf be possible then for all 
vernments which sympathise with the aims 
the. Egyptian delega~ion,' as the Government 

of India does, to work With the Egyptian Go\·ern
ment with a view ta the inclusion of hashish 
within the terms of . the Convention with as 
short a delay as possible. It seems to me that 
the only other way in which it could be dealt 
with would be to have a vreu in the Protocol 
of the Convention. In my view, the administra
tive obstacles in the way of including any 
specific article dealing with hashish, are, under 
the circumstances, extraordinarily great. 

The President : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
Mr. President, so far as I understand, the 

proposal before us is that hashish should be 
brought within the full provisions of the Hague 
Convention. On previous occasions during the 
course of this Conference on which the matter 
has been discussed, I hope I have made it 
clear that Great Britain is not only willing 
but desirous that this question should be 
considered. The British Government has 
already been taking steps to investigate it ; it 
has also been taking steps to prevent illicit 
traffic in this drug, and has been collaborating 
to some extent with the Egyptian authorities 
in the matter. I may again mention here a 
point to which I think I have already referred, 
namely, that this question was brought for the 
first time to the attention of the League by the 
Government of one of the British Dominions. 

There are, however, difficulties in the way 
of dealing with the matter here and now. I 
think we must all agree that we cannot take 
the decisive step whi~h the Egyptian. delegate 
desires us to take without bemg qmte clear 
as to the facts and quite clear as to the appli
cability of all the provisions of the Hague 
Convention. 

The difficulty is that the enqui.ries which 
have already been initiated at the mstance of 
the Advisory Committee of the League are 
not yet complete, and the d~Jegations of ~he 
States which have to deal With the question 
- I understand the States particularly inte
rested are India and France - have not come 
prepared with the necessary information and 
instructions. 

This fact brings us back again to_ the old 
question of competence. It was not mtended, 
when this Conference was summoned, that 
hashish should be discussed, and I do not 
think that all the ingenuity which different 
delegations have displayed_ in reading certain 
subjects into the agenda will enable even them 

to find hashish there. That is the reason why 
the matter is still, if I may use the t•xpression, 
in an unprepared state. It seems impossible 
in those circumstances for us to do what the 
Egyptian delegate wishes us to do, namely, by 
an agreement at this Conft•rence to dl•cid\' to 
bring hashish under the full pro\'isions of the 
Hague Convention. 

The question th\·rdore arises- Can anything 
short of this be done which is usdul and prac
ticable ? I think there can. l\lr. Clayton has 
already referred to the fact that m•w machinny 
is under consideration for bringing new drugs, 
which are liable to produce the same ill-ctlerts 
as those alreadv under the Conwntion, within 
the Convention, without the lll'Ccssity of 
calling a fresh Conferem·e on <'ach occasion. 
That machinery, if adopted by this Conference, 
will be available for bringing, in due time, ha,...tish 
under the Convention. 

Then, again, I think it might be possible 
for the intcrcstt•d Powl'rs to continue the con
versations which ha \'e <tlreadv bPen bt•pm in 
private, to exchange tlwir vi\:\\'s nnd informa
tion and experiences, and to arrivt• at an und,•r
standing so far as possible as to the nwa,ures 
which are desirable and the points on which 
it may be necessary to obtain further informa
tion. Personally, I should ha\'e no objection 
at all to the appointment of a small Committee 
for continuing that work. 

It might very well happt•n thnt, if such a 
small Committee were appointed and the ques
tion fully discussed, so far as is possible with 
the limited information at our disposal, bt·l ween 
the delegations of the countries intcn•sted, 
the Committee might find itself in a position 
to present some Vll'U, some recommendation, 
which could be appended to the Convention 
resulting from the work of this Conference, as 
to the measures which seem practicable and 
desirable. That recommendation, if adopted, 
would be submitted before the Covcrnmcnts, 
and I have no doubt the Governments would 
be prepared to act upon it to the utmost of 
their power. 

The President : 
Translation : l\1. Bourgois, dcl<'gatc 

France, will address the Conference. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 

of 

• 
Translatiotl : I would like to associate 

myself with the remarks and conclusions of 
Sir :\lalcolm Delcvingnc. 

From the medical point of view, there can 
be no doubt that hashish is very dangerous, 
and there is also no doubt that the (;overn
ments wish to remo\'e this danger. 

In France, hashish is treated in exactly the 
same way as the drugs to which the Hague. 
Convention applies. Each colony has its 
own regulations, based, in the ftrst place, on 
local conditions and, in the second, on adminis
trative possibilities. 

I would like to draw your attention to the 
difficulties encountcrt:d on both these points. 
Without going into the subject in detail, 
I may quote the fact that in the Congo, for 
example, there arc several tribes of savages 
and even cannibab among whom the habit 
is very prevalent. It would therefore be 
hypocritical on my part to sign a Convention 
laying down strict measures in this respect. 
I can undertake to have these measures 
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applied in France, because this would be a 
practical proposition, but the same does not 
apply to the Congo. 

In pursuance of the Advisory Committee's 
decision, an enquiry has been ordered by the 
competent ministerial departments. In con
sequence, I associate myself with Sir Malcolm 
Dclevingne's proposal to appoint a Committee, 
which, in my opinion, will not be able to do 
more in practice than make recommenda
tions. 

The President : 

Translation : , Does anyone else wish to 
speak on this point ? 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) 
f'ranslation : The delegates who have 

spoken on the question of hashish have all 
expressed more or less the same opinion. 

A member of the Conference has stated 
that my Government had not sent its report 
in time ; but to my knowledge no time-limit 
had been fixed. 

The same speaker said that he had rec~ived 
no instructions from his Government re
specting the question before us. I would like 
to point out that, as regards several subjects 
which have been discussed either at a ple
nary meeting or in a Committee or Sub
Committee, several delegates had not received 
instructions from their Governments, but 
this did not prevent them from taking part 
in the discussion and even from taking 
decisions. 

We are told that further enquiries and inves
tigations into the question of hashish are 
necessary. But surely we all agree that has
hish is a very dangerous narcotic and a habit
forming drug. Consequently, I do not see 
what additional investigations can be made, 
since the fact to which I refer is recognised 
by all. 

It may be necessary to take into account 
the objections which have been raised from 
the administrative point of view. I do not 
think, however, that the Conference will 
oblige a State to do anything which the Central 
}3oard recognises to be impossible. 

When a State signs an agreement or con
vention, it can always make reservations if 
it finds it impossible to exercise complete 
control over one of its possessions. It could 
J{ive us the reasons for these difficulties, and 
I imag!ne that t~e Cer:tral Board would fully 
appreciate the situatiOn and would give a 
certain latitude to such a State. I therefore 
consider that the objections which have been 
put forward ·do not constitute a real obstacle 

< to the addition of hashish to the list of 
narcotics. 

It has been proposed that Sub-Committee 
F should extend the Hague Convention to 
cover all the dangerous drugs to which it 
did ~ot originally apply. I really see no 
plausible reason why hashish should not be 
included here and now. 

The time-limit which will be allowed 
to c~rr~ out the obligations we may incur 
by s1_gmng the Convention will perhaps be 
suffic1ent to enable the States which make 
thes~ ~bjections to study the best way of 
restnchng the production and exportation 
of hashish. 

The President. : 
Translation : .It seems to me that the 

discussion is becoming· a little confused. 
One speaker said that hashish did not 

come within the compe"tence ofthe Conference. 
I notice that this statement raised no protest 
on the part of the members present. Yet 
everyone seems to agree that this question 
should be dealt with in some way or another. 

If I have rightly understood the discussion 
which has just taken place, we have two 
proposals before us, one put forward by Mr. 
Porter to the effect tllat·the question should 
be referred to Sub-Committee F, and the 

' • 0 

other, put forward by S1r Malcolm Dele-
vingne and seconded by M. Bourgois and 
Mr. Clayton, to the effect th_at a special 
Committee should be constituted to study it. 

It seems that Dr. Guindy is not satisfied 
with either proposal. I did not gather the 
exact conclusions he wished to be drawn 
from his speech, and I would like to know 
whether he accepts the British or the Ame-
rican suggestion. · 

As you know, Sub-Committee F proposes 
to extend the schedule of narcotics covered 
by the Hague Convention. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : That was also one of my 

proposals, Mr. President, but my main point 
was that hashish ought to be included in the 
list of narcotics, since it has been recognised 
as such by all the members of the Conference. 

The President : 
Translation : If I am not mistaken, seve

ral delegates who have just spoken are not 
in a position to assume international obliga
tions to suppress the use of hashish, because 
the information hitherto available is not 
sufficiently conclusive. These Governments 
are doubtful of their ability to observe ~uch 
obligations as they might incur in this respect. · 

I would like to draw the honourable Egyp- · 
tian delegate's attention to the fact that he 
has not pronounced an opinion with regard 
to the proposals submitted by the American 
and British delegations respectively. I should 
be glad to know his views on these two pro
posals. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I accept the American pro

posal to refer the question to Sub-Committee 
F, on the understanding that I reserve the 
right to raise the question again before the 
plenary Conference. 

The President. : 
Translation : Does anyone wish to speak 

on this subject ? 
As no one wishes to speak, the Egyptian 

proposal regarding hashish may be consi
dered as unanimously referred to Sub-Com-
mittee F. · 

As regards the Egyptian delegate's wish 
to reserve the right to raise the question again 
in a plenary meeting, I venture to think that 
his reservation is superfluous, as Sub-Com
mittee F will-have to make a report to the 
Conference. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I am sorry to say that I have no instructions 

to discuss the question. 
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The President : 
Tra11slation : I request the Chairman of 

Sub-Committee F to take note of this discus
sion. I see he is not here himself, so I shall 
ask the honourable delegate of Switzerland 
to take note of the statements that have 
been made here and communicate them to 
him. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation . : Egypt is represented on 

Sub-Committee F by Dr. Mahfooz. As I 
am not entitled to attend the meetings of 
this Sub-Committee, may I ask the Confe
rence's special permission to do so, as I 
would like to take part in the discussion ? · 

The President : 
Translation : As first delegate you are 

entitled to sit on any of the Sub-Committees. 

The Conference rose at 5·55 p.m. 
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SUBMITTED BY THE PRESIDENT. 

The President 
Translation Ladies and gentlemen, the 

meeting is open. 
You have before you a motion for the adjourn

ment of our Conference. You know that, when 
this question was first raised, it seemed to me 
premature to fix a date for the conclusion of 
our work. Now, however, I think that I 
can submit a proposal which I hope will meet 
with your approval. 

It has become clear, from the meetings of 
the Sub-Committees, especially during the past 
week, that it is impossible for us to complete 
the important work of this Conference before 
Christmas. If we adjourn, as I suggest, it 
will enable all the delegates to have a few days' 
holiday and to consult their Governments on 
the questions which will appear on the agenda 
when the Conference reassembles. 

I do not wish to enter into the details of the 
work of the Conference or of the Sub-Committees. 
It is my personal conviction that their efforts 
are bringing us steadily nearer to our goal, 
and, although the Sub-Committees have not 
yet submitted reports to the PlenOl!y Confe
rence for discuss10n, a number of tmportant 
proposals have been drafted, which I am sure 
the Conference will be prepared to adopt. 
Sub-Committees A B and C have not yet 
concluded their ~ork, but Sub-Committees 
D and F have finished their meetings for the 
time being, and the work of Sub-Committee 
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E is completed, although the official text of· its 
report has not yet been adopted by the members. 

In the motion which I have submitted, it 
is suggested that, before the adjournment of 
the Sub-Committees at the end of this week, 
the results of their work should be summarised 
and distributed to all the delegates before they 
leave Geneva. If this is done, the Committee 
of Co-ordination will have full information; at 
all events as regards certain questions, and 
will be able to resume its discussions directly 
the Conference meets again. . 

My proposal, as you will see, is that we ad
journ until January 12th, 1925. I know, how
ever, that this means a great sacrifice for seve
ral of the members, for there are representatives 
here who have come from distant countries 
and who naturally wish to return home and 
resume their usual occupations. 

My proposal is drafted as follows : 

"The Second Opium Conference consi~
ting of States invited by the Council of the 
League of Nations to consider problems 
connected with the extension of the Hague 
Convention : 

"Considering that the Conference has 
now been in session for a month ; 

"Considering that certain important ques
tions have arisen in the Conference ; 

"Decides : 
"(1) To take advantage of the coming" 

holiday season to adjourn all plenary 
meetings until January 12th, IQ25, when 
the first order of business shall be the con
tinuation of the discussion of the motion 
of the delegation of the United States of 
America; 

"(2) To ask its various Sub-Committees 
to continue during this week the discussion 
of the subjects now under consideration in 
order that the results at which they have 
arrived may be distributed at the earliest 
possible moment and thoroughly considered 



during the period of adjournme~t, 
reserving, however, the right to t~e Chair
men of the Sub-Committees t!:! adjourn the 
debates according to the Wishes of the 
members." 

This is the motion which I have th.e ho11:our 
to submit, and which is now open for d1scuss1on. 

I call upon M. Sugimura to address the Con
ference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation: The Japanese delegation he.artily 

supports t!Je motion submitted by the. President. 
His suggestion is a wise one, and 1s the only 
means of ensuring success. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : l\1. Buero, delegate of Uru

guay, will address the Conference. 

M. Buero (Uruguay) : 
Translation : The Uruguayan delegation 

is in full agreement with the proposal submitted 
by the President. · 

I most earnestly hope th~t, on ~he resump!ion 
of our work, all the difficultle~ wh1ch have ansen 
in the Second Conference w11l have been over
come, so that we may have every reason to 
hope for a successful outcome to our work -
a result which is of vital importance to the cause 
of humanity and to the prestige of the League. 
(Applause.) 

The President : 
Translatior1 : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the Con
ference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
Mr. President, I desire to support the motion 

for adjournment which you have presented to 
the Conference. We believe that an adjourn
ment has become not only desirable but neces
sary, if the Conference is to reach a satisfac
tory conclusion of its work. 

In accepting the motion as drafted, I wish, 
however, to make it clear that our acceptance 
must not be taken to imply that the British 
delegation has departed from the attitude which 
it assumed with regard to the American motion 
referred to in paragraph I, or that we admit 
t{1at that motion is within the scope of the 
Conference. 

We associate ourselves with the hopes which 
have been expressed that, as a result of the 
adjournment, the Conference will be enabled, on 
its reassembling, to obtain results which will 
be satisfactory to all. 

The President : 
Tr~n_slation : Dr. Betances, delegate of the 

, Domm1can Republic, wilJ address the Conference. 

M. Betances (Dominican Republic) : 
Translation : I quite understand the reasons 

for adjourning the Conference, but I wish 
to state that I am unable to accept the Presi
dent's .proposal. In the first place, I do not 
know 1f I shaii be abl~ to find an aeroplane 
~o take me to San Dommgo and bring me back 
m Ja~uary. In the second place, I do not 
know If.l'll:y G~>Vernment will be wilJing for me 
to remam 1dle m Geneva or Paris for a month. 

I regret, therefore, that I am unable to accept 
the proposal. I am prepared, if necessary, to 

work all through the months of December and 
January, in order that the Conference may 
arrive at satisfactory results. 

The President : 
Translation : 1\lr. Clayton, delegate of India, 

will address the Conference .. 

Mr. Clayton (India) : 
On behalf of the Indian delegation, I desire 

to support the motion that has been read to 
the Conference, but with the ;same reserve as 
regards the motion of the Umted States dele
gation as that made by the.honourable delegate 
of Great Britain. W1th h1m, I hope that, as 
the result of the adjournment, this Conference 
will finally end successfully. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Bourgois, dele

gate of France, to address the Conference. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : The French delegation is m 

favour· of the motion of adjournment. It 
wishes to make it clear, however, that its sup
port in no way affects its attitude towards the 
American motion. It cannot agree to the inclu- · 
sion of that motion in the programme of the 
Conference. I share the hope expressed by my 
colleague, Sir Malcolm Delevingne, that the 
results of the Conference may prove successful. 

The President : 
Translation : M. de Palacios, delegate of 

Spain, will address the Assembly. · 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I fully understand the atti

tude of the Dominican delegate. About two 
weeks ago, when the question of adjournment 
was raised, I stated that I was in favour of 
continuing the work without interruption. 
The President's proposal, however, is a further 
proof of the spirit of conciliation which prompted 
the Spanish delegation to submit a motion of 
adjournment. I therefore support the motion, 
which will, I hope, be· adopted by the Confe
rence. 

The President : 
Translation : M. van Wettum, delegate of 

the Netherlands, will address the Conference. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I shall vote for the motion submitted by the 

President, on the clear understanding that, 
while accepting it, the Netherlands delegation 
fully maintains its attitude as regards the motion 
of the United_States delegation. My delegation 
cannot admit that the proposal contained therein 
falls within the competence of the Conference. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Sze, delegate . of China, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Sze (China) : 
I should like to say a few words to explain 

my ':'ote on the proposal which our distinguished 
President has placed before us. I am going 
to vote in favour of it. You may perhaps 
want me to explain my attitude, for there may 
~eem to be some inconsistency in my now voting 
m favour of the motion when I have always 
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~en against any prolonged adjournment and 
m favour of speedy and efficient work. 

You will recall that the President said at the 
be~nning of this meeting, t~at he pro~sed an 
adJournment for two reasons : first, to enable 
mem~rs lo have the pleasure of going home and 
spendmg some time with their families and to 
rest before continuing the hard work which lies 
before them;and, secondly, that while they are 
at h_ome th~y may ha:ve the advantage of dis
cussmg vanous questions with their Govern
ments. It is because of this understanding 
and assurance, gentlemen, that I appeal to 
~ny of you who ~!lay be _hesitating about voting 
m favour of th1s. motto_n to support it and 
adopt the suggestion which our President has 
made. 

Although we are to have a rather long adjourn
ment - three weeks - those three weeks will 
not be wasted, because the members who are 
going home will be able to obtain what seems 
in some cases to be lacking at present namely 
further instructions, so that when the C~nferenc~ 
meets again we shall not be delayed by such 
excuses as lack of instructions or lack of com-
petence. / 

I personally have always been in favour of 
going on with our work until it is finished and 
agains_t an~ prolonged adjournment ; in a 
c3;se like th1s, h?wever, when we are dealing 
With matters wh1ch are of such importance to 
the whole world_ and to future generations, 
and when aa adJournment would seem to be 
of such importance to the whole Conference, 
I suppose I can be excus«:d for subordinating 
my own convenience to the welfare of huma
nity. I am therefore willing to disregard my 
own convenience and to postpone the discus
sion of the problems before the Opium Confe
rence for three weeks. I am sure that, when we 
return, we shall be able to arrive promptly 
quickly and effectively at the results we ali 
desire, and that the work we shall accomplish 
will be acceptable to all and be such that not 
only we, but future generations, may regard it 
with satisfaction and pride. 

The President has rightly said that there are 
many important questions still before the Con
ference, one of them being, of course, Chapter II 
of the American Suggestions. There are many 
others, however, which have given rise to diffi
culties during their discussion by this Conference, 
and among these I may mention the one in 
which I am most interested, Chapter IV of the 
Hague Convention. 

I have had the honour of meeting a number 
of delegates on this Conference and discussing 
Chapter IV with them, and I think I have 
fully convinced them that I do not wish to 
take advantage of this Conference to raise the 
question of extra-territoriality, although I have 
always maintained, and still maintain, that 
it is unjust and unfair. I do not propose to 
raise the question, however, in this Conference. 

Before I sit down, let me add one word. I 
do not ask those Powers which still possess 
extra-territorial rights in China to make any 
concession whatsoever ; I simply ask them so 
to adjust their measures as to bring them into 
harmony with the Chinese laws, thus enabling 
China to carry out, not only in the letter but 
in the spirit, the Hague Convention. That 
result will not only benefit China herself but also 
the nationals of those Powers possessing extra
territorial rights in China and will maintain 

the good name of those Powers, besides bene
fiting humanity at large. For these reasons 
I shall vote in favour of the proposal laid bcfo~ 
us by our distinguished President. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Falcioni, delegate of Italy, 

will address the Conference. . 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
Translation : In the name of the Italian 

dele~ation, I beg to support the President's 
motion. 

I think that I shall be interpreting the feeling 
of this C?nf~rence if, before we part, I express 
our adm1rahon for the manner in which he 
has presided-over our discussions. (Applaus~.) 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon the Hon. Stephen 

G. Porter, delegate of the United States,• to 
address the Conference. 

The Hon. Stephen Q, Porter (United States 
of America) : 

The delegation of the United States desires 
to join with others in supporting this resolution 
proposed by the President. We all feel that a 
short adjournment will be helpful in many 
ways. This is the season of the year when we 
like to be at home, if we can, and I know a 
great many of you will be able to return to 
your· homes. Our delegation will do every
thing we can to help you to do so. We shall 
vote for the resolution. (Applause.) 

The Prealdent : 
Translation : 1\l. Peltzer, delegate of Bel

gium, will address the Conference. 

M. Peltzer (Belgium) : 
Translation : The Belgian delegation heartily 

supports the proposal for adjournment now 
before us. It has no reservation to make and 
hopes that the issue of the Conference may 
prove successful. (Applause.) 

The Prealdent : 
Translation : M. Ferreira, delegate of Por

tugal, will address the Conference. 

M. Ferreira (Portugal) : 
Translation : I also wish to support the! 

President's proposal. This is the season for 
good wishes, and my wish is that the Confe
rence may prove a complete success. 

The President : 
Translation : Does anyone else desire to 

speak on the motion of adjournment now before 
us? 

No one wishes to speak. 
In submitting this motion, I know that I 

am demanding sacrifices from certain members. 
of the Conference. I am sorry to find that in 
the case of the Dominican delegate they 
appear unduly great. It is not surprising; I 
myself should certainly not risk travelling to 
such distant countries by aeroplane. I hope, 
however, that the Dominican Government will 
realise the importance of his mission, and that 
it will be its desire, as it is that of all of his collea
gues, that he shall remain with us. 

Does anyone desire a vote by roll-call to be 
taken on my motion ? 

(Several delegates replied in the negative.) 
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The President : 
Translation : Although the Dominican dele

gate does not, perhaps, desire vote by roll
call, I understand that he feels it his duty to 
vote against my motion ? 

M. Betances (Dominican Republic) : 
Translation : The Dominican delegate has 

made sacrifices, as has the Dominican Republic. 
I shall be delighted if the latter is prepared to 
go on doing so. 

The President : 
Translation : I regard this reply as a reser

vation. 
The statements and reservations of the various 

delegations will be noted in the record of this 
meeting. 

I declare the motion of adjournment unani-
mqusly adopted. 

Adopted. 

The President 
Translation : Before closing this meeting, 

I wish to thank you for the confidence which 
you have shown m me throughout our discus
sions. I should like especially to thank the 
first Italian delegate for his kind remarks, and 
the other members of the Conference for their 
approval of them. 

As I have said, the work already accomplished 
has been and will be of the greatest help in 
attaining the objects of our Conference. It 
is clear from our discussions, and you have seen 
for yourselves, that, despite our good-will, we 
are faced with great difficulties. N otwith
standing, I am optimistic ; but my optimism 
is of a modest character. I do not think it is 
possible for any one person or any one genera
tion to succeed in the full attainmentoftheideals 
which we have in view. · 

It is the duty of every responsible Govern
ment and every responsible individual to do all 
that is possible under present conditions to 
further the ideals of life. Often we shall have 
to be content to advance one step at a time along 
the road of human progress ; but we shall 
advance alon!? that road in a spirit of toleration, 
unde~ the regts of the League, which leads the 
way m the great movement of international 
co-operation. 

The ideal is not like a rocket which soan 
into ~he air and bla.ze~ for a seco~d. only to be 
lost m darkness ; It IS the steady flame whicli 
~urns above the altar in the temple of human" 
tty. (Prolonged applause.) . 

. I offer the me~bers of the Conference all good 
wtshes for Chnstmas and the· New Year. 
(Applause). · 

The Conference rose at 4.30 p.m. 
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58. COMPOSITION 
DELEGATION : 
BELAND. 

The President 

OF THE CANADIAN 
DEPARTURE OF M, 

Translation : I have just received from 
M. Beland, first delegate of Canada, a letter 
in which he informs me that his Government 
has recalled him and that he will therefore 
not be able to take further part in the work 
of the Second Conference. He tells me at the 
same time that he bas telegraphed to his 
Government asking it to appoint Mr. Riddell 
as his successor. The Canadian Government's 
decision will be cabled to us. This cablegram 
has not yet arrived. 

I must express, for my own part, the regret 
that I feel at the departure of M. Beland, who 
has been a distinguished member of the Confe
rence and a most able Chairman of Sub-Com
mittee A. I think that you will all agree with 
me. (Assent.) 

59. ADJOURNMENT OF THE CONFERENCE 
UNTIL .JANUARY 19th, 1925 : MOTION 
PROPOSED BY THE PRESIDENT. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : At the meeting of December 

16th, 1924, you decided to adjourn the 

Conference until to-day. In conformity with 
ihts decision I have therefore convened a 
meeting for to-day. 

On the 8th of this month I received, through 
the Secretary-General of the League, a telegram 
from the British Government asking me to 
extend this adjournment until January xgth. 
As you all know, the British Government has 
appointed a member of the British Cabinet, 
Lord Salisbury, to take part as first British 
delegate in the further work of the Second 
Conference. Unfortunately, Lord Salisbury has 
just met with a hunting accident which prevents 
him from being with us to-day. The British 
Government attaches great importance to being 
represented at the Second Opium Conference 
by a member who is so well known and bearing 
so illustrious a name. For this reason it 
has requested the adjournment of the Confe
rence until Monday, January 19th, in order t~ 
await Lord Salisbury's recovery. 

As soon as we received this telegram, we 
communicated with the different delegations 
represented at the Conference, and we have 
already received answers from most of them. 
Replies have been received from twenty-nine 
Governments, all of which, I think, accept the 
proposal made by the British Government. 
Ten delegations have not replied. 

In view of the above circumstances, I beg 
to propose the adjournment of the Conference • 
and the adoption of the following motion : 

"The Second Opium Conference decides 
to adjourn until Monday, January 19th, 
at 3 p.m." 

As this is a motion of order, the discussion of 
the question. should take place forthwith. I 
therefore have the honour to open the discus
sion on this matter. First, however, I must 
tell you that the British Government has in
formed us that, even if Lord Salisbury were 
unable to come to Geneva on Monday next, it 
would delegate for that date another member 
of the British Cabinet. The British Government 

-I-



has further expressed its deep regret at the delay 
it is causing to the work of th1s Conference. . 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh, delegate of Pers1a, 
\\;11 address the Conference. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : . 
Translation : Mr. President •. i.n summomng 

the Conference to discuss the Bnt1sh request to 
adjourn the Conference until January rgth, you 
have not only acted loyally and correctly but 
you have enhanced the prestige of the Conference. 
Accordingly, I support your proposal. for ad
journment, particularly as the questiOn con
cerns the ~alth of one of our colleagues, Lord 
Salisbury. We wish him a speedy recovery 
and hope to see him among us soon. (Applause.) 

M. Sze (China) : . 
Before I speak on the motion which the Presi

dent has placed before the Co.nfe~ence, I should 
like to ask for certain informatiOn m order to .com
plete my dossier. I understand the President 
to say that before he received the request f<?r 
adjournmen't from the Britis~ Gov~rnment, It 
was known that it was the mtentwn of ~hat 
Government to appoint~ member.of the Cabmet 
as head of its delegatiOn to th1s Conference. 

·111ay I ask whether the P~esid.ent or t~e Secre
tariat has received official m~ormatwn .that 
Lord Salisbury has been so appomted, and, 1f so, 
on what date they recei:ved .it ? . 

There is another pomt m regard to wh1ch 
I should like to ask for information in order 
to complete my file. The President was good 
enough to take the Conference into his confi
dence and say that the Secretariat, on his 
behalf, had sent telegrams to those delegations 
the addresses of which had been left with the 
Secretariat. So far, I have received no such tele
gram, and I should therefore like to ask the 
President that it may be read to us together 
with the request addressed to him or to the 
Secretariat by the British 'Government. 

The President : 
Translation : I must to some extent correct 

the statemt>nt that I made just now. I was 
under the impression that telegrams had 
been sent to everyone, but I have just been 
told that those delegations which were in 
~eneva were informed either by word of 
mouth or by telephone. 

With regard to the text of the British Govern
ment's telegram, I have here, not the text 
itself, but a summary comprising the most 
important points. It reads as follows : 

"As the delegations are aware, the Bri
tish Government telegraphed, on the even
ing of January 7th, to the Secretary
General to request that the re-opening of 
the Conference should be postponed until 
January rgth. The telegram states that 
the principal British delegate, Lord Salis
bury, has met with an accident which 
would make it essential for him to take a 
week's rest before undertaking the journey. 
The British Government adds that it 
intends in any case to send a member of 
the Cabinet, even if Lord Salisbury's 
accident should prove more serious than 
was anticipated, but that this could not 
possibly be arranged at such short notice. 
Further, owing to Lord Salisbury's know
ledge of the subject, it is very anxious 
that he should be retained as principal 

d~legate. The British Governm~nt expresses 
its deep regret at the inconvemence caused 
to other Governments conce~n~d, but fee!s 
that the only course o~en t? 1t 1s to su~m1t 
a request for a week s adJournment. 

I think that I omitted to reply. to one of the 
uestions put to me by the ~hmes~ delel:!ate 

ioncerning the date of Lord Sal1sbury s appomt 
nt 1 am sorry to have to say that I do not 

r:o~ this date, but the ~ecretariat has asked 
for information on the subject. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : 1\Ir. President, I have no 

objection to offer to the motion of order which 
you are submitting to us at the request of the 
British Government. As I was unable to 
send a reply before this meeting, I hasten to 
declare that I accept the proposed adjournment. 

The President : . 
Translation : Does anyone wish to speak 

on the proposal that I have submitted to you ? 
1\!. Sze, delegate of China, will address the 

Conference. 

M. Sze (China) : 
1\lr. President and members of the Confe

rence the President has just read to you a 
moti~n that the request of the British Govern
ment for an adjournment for one week should 
be granted, that is to say, that this Conference 
shall immediately adjourn and shall not meet 
again until Monday, January rgth. 

I shall not attempt to conceal from you the 
mixed feelings, · with which I regard y~mr 
motion, Mr. President. First of all, I t~1.nk 
that this Conference ought to feel that the Bnt1~h 
Government has paid us a great comphment m 
appointing so disting.uished ~ member. of t~e 
Cabinet as the Marqu1s of Sahsbury as 1ts ch1ef 
delegate. I am sure that I am voicing the 
sentiment of everybody here when I say t~at 
we all heartily welcome the news and w1sh 
Lord Salisbury a speedy recovery. I hope 
that he will soon be able to come among us 
and give us the benefit of his knowledge of the 
question that we now have before us. 

I say that I regard the motion before us with 
mixed feelings because the members of the 
Conference are' well aware of the desire which 
I have expressed again and again, not only here 
but elsewhere, that this Conference and the 
other Conference should bring their work to 
an end as quickly as is consistent with efficiency, 
and shall achieve a result of which we shall 
be proud and whi~h .our descen.dants will 
look upon with adm1rat10n. In sp1te of that 
desire, as I am asking for results, I am in favour 
of the motion for adjournment. First of all, 
I think it is a matter of international courtesy 
to grant the request, when one Government asks 
other Governments for an adjournment and, 
speaking on behalf of the Chinese delegation, 
I gladly agree that we should comply with the 
wish of the British Government. In order that 
we may work with success and obtain results 
of which we shall all be proud, we ought. to 
welcome and await with patience the commg 
of the Marquis of Salisbury to this Conference. 

But while favouring and endorsing your 
motion, Mr. President, I may say that some 
of niy friends will tell me that I am taking a · 
great risk in doing so. It will be remembered 
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that, during the third meeting of the First Con
ference, it was proposed that the order of the 
agenda should be reversed. I then asked the 
President and members of the Conference that 
the work should be continued and that, in 
view of the suddenness of the proposal, the 
change of agenda should be delayed two days 
in order that I might communicate with my 
Government on certain points that had arisen 
since my arrival here. 

The first delegate of India immediately rose 
and read me a lesson. He said that, If this 
Conference did not agree to what was asked 
of it, 1\I. Sze would be held responsible for the 
delay, and an English newspapt>r agency 
thought that the incident was of sufficient value 
to send it round the world. Further, the late 
first delegate of the British Empire expressed 
his agreement with the views of the Indian 
delegate. 

In spite of that, if people ask me why, seeing 
that two months ago others were not even 
willing to tolerate such a reasonable request 
on my part, I come here to-day and express 
myself as being in favour of your proposal, 
my answer would be that it is a matter of inter
national courtesy which one Government owes 
to another, that when one Government makes 
to the other Governments such a request as 
that made by the British Government, those 
Governments should, as I am doing now, go 
out of their way to agree to it, even at conside-

. rable inconvenience. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Sugimura, dele

gate of Japan, to address the Conference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : As the Japanese delegation 

has not been able to reply sooner to the tele
gram from our distinguished President, I shall 
venture to explain in a few words our point 
of view with regard to the question at issue. 

At our last meeting before Christmas, the 
Conference decided that· the first question to 
be dealt with on resuming our meetings would 
be the American draft relating to the suppres
sion after ten years of opium-smoking. Conse
quently, our discussions cannot deal with any 
other matter. 
. As divergent views arose concerning the 
American proposal, it was very wisely decided 
to adjourn our work during the Christmas and 
New Year holidays. 

The British delegation, supported by other 
delegations, took part in t~e discussio~ and 
maintained its point of VJew energettcally. 
For this reason its participation in the conti
nuation of our discussions is necessary. No 
fruitful and practical work can be accomplished 
by the League of _Natio~s apart from t_he Bri
tish Empire and Wlthout lts valuable ass~stance. 
This is an imperative reason for acceptmg the 
request for a temporary adjournment, which 
we are at present considering. 

It is certainly a pity that a large number of 
delegations are gathered here. and ~re unab~e 
to re-open the questions which still remam 
to be settled. More important, however, than 
the question of time is that of t~e succ~ss of 
this Conference. In order to achteve th1s, we 
must be ready to make sac~fices in _thl!-t spirit 
of conciliation without which no b1g mterna
tional · work can be accomplished. If all 

delegations continue to be animated by tl1is spirit 
of conciliation as far as the limits of justice 
allow, I am convinced that our work, once 
resumed, \\;ll reach a speedy conclusion. It 
rests with us during this week of waiting to 
help forward the success of the Conference 
by employing our lt>isure in carefully consider
ing the questions at issue and in seeking the 
best means to be adopted in order that our 
work may prove a benefit to humanity and a 
source of moral satisfaction to ourselves, who 
should be humanity's champions. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : M. Peltzer, dekgate of Bel

gium, will address the Conference. 

M. Peltzer {Belgium) : 
Translation · 1\lr. President, ladies 4lnd 

gentlemen, instead of merely replying by tele
gram, I have made a point of coming to Geneva 
in order to acquaint the Conference with the 
views of the Bel~;ian Government on the request 
for adjournment made by the British Govern
ment. In taking this journey, I was moved 
by feelings of very real sympathy with our 
colleagues who are already assembled at Geneva. 
I fully realise that it is extremely inconvenient 
for many of them to be here at this time of 
year without any definite occupation while 
urgent work is awaiting them elsewhere. 

As soon as I received Sir Eric Drummond's 
first telegram, I informed our President that 
the Belgian Government had no objection to 
the postponement of our meetings for a few 
days. I see in the request of the British Govern
ment a happy omen for the realisation of the 
objects for which the Opium Conference was 
convened. Accordingly, I support the proposal 
just submitted to us by the President. 

The President 1 

Translation : l\1. Pernambuco, delegate of 
Brazil, will address the Conference. 

M. Pernambuco {Brazil) : 
Translatian : The Brazilian delegation was 

not informed of the British delegation's request 
for the adjournment of the Conference. It 
was for this reason that it did not express an 
opinion. We feel, however, that out of courtesy 
towards our colleagues, as the Chinese delegate 
has just said, we should agree to the adjourn
ment. I therefore beg to support the Presi
dent's proposal. 

The President : 
Translation : I regret that the Brazilian 

delegation should not have received the tele
gram, which was sent to the address which 
you yourself had given. If you remained at. 
that address and the telegram did not reach 
you, there must have been some mistake. 

Mr. Shepherd {Australia) : 
Unfortunately, the telegram did not reach 

me before I left for Geneva, and therefore I 
was unable to reply to your enquiry. I have 
no objection to offer to the proposed adjourn
ment, although I very much regret the cause 
of and necessity for it. 

M. de Palacios {Spain) 
Translation : We now know the views of 

the delegations from whom no answer to the 
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telegram was received. Perhaps _it wo~ld also 
be useful to know which delegatiOns dtd send 
replies. 

adjourned before Christmas, decided that t~e 
first item on its agenda should be th_e conti
nuation of the discussion of that motion. 

. The Preeldent : 
Translation : I shall be very glad to comply 

with the first Spanish delegate's request.. The 
following countries have agreed to .the adJo.urn
ment of the Conference : ~lbama, Belgtum, 
Bolivia Bulgaria, Canada, Chtle, Cuba, Czecho
slovaki~, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, India, Irish Free State, Ital~, Lu~em
burg, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Persta, Starn, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Uruguay 
and Venezuela. . · d h · 

The United States of America stgm fie t etr 
acceptance verbally, but not formally, the dele
gation still being at Geneva. Portugal has 
als~t· agreed to the adjournment and has made 
the following statement : 

"Portugal agrees to an adjournment, pro
vided that it is not extended beyond March 
roth. M. Ferreira ~Jroposes that, as a 
certain number of the delegates are here 
at Geneva, part of the time between 
January 12t~ and 19th should be e~plo!ed 
in co-ordinatmg the work of _the d_tffete~t 
Sub-Committees and excha~g~ng vtews m 
order to ascertain the optmons of .the 
various delegations." 

Brazil and Australia have just agreed to the 
adjournment, as has Egypt, which was among 
the countries from which no reply_ had been 
received up to to-day. Japan has JUst agreed 
to the adjournment. Fin!a~d and Poi:md 
have not yet replied. Roumama and the Kmg
dom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes are not 
represented here to-day. The Dominican Re
public has not yet given a formal reply, ~or 
has any reply been received from the Free Ctty 
of Danzig. 

M. Sze (China) 
I notice that China is on the list of those 

States which have accepted. I regret to state 
that in the reply which I sent to the Secretary 
I did not say that I accepted or that I did not 
accept. I simply said that the question of 
a_djournment was decided by the Conference 
at the last meeting and therefore any question 
with reference to a further adjournment was 
in the hands of the Conference itself. May 
I make that correction ? 

The Preeident : 
Translatwn : I mentioned that I had added 

to my list, in pencil, the names of the delegations 
which had to-day agreed to the adjournment. 
That is why China is included in the list. 

M. 8ze (China) : 

I beg your pardon. I wish to ask one ques
tion for information. If we adjourn to-day, · 
does it mean that at the next meeting of this 
Conference on January 19th the first order of 
business will be, as it is to-day, the discussion 
of Chapter II of the American proposals ? 

The Preeldent : 

Translation : I understand that M. Sze's 
question is addressed to me as President. In 
my view, the answer is in the affirmative. 
I had the text of the American motion distri
buted to-day, because the Conference, when it 

M. Toivola (Finland) : . , 
Translatio11 : In view of. thde P:C~-d~nt J 

statement 1 feel that the atbtu e o m an 
should be • put on record. _I beg to accept the 
President's proposal for adJournment. 

The President : 
Translation : Does anyone else wish to 

speak on the motion for adjournment ? 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : In the name of Poland and 

the Free City of Danzig, I beg to accept the 
President's motion. 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
Translation : As this may be regarded. as 

a matter of international courtesy, I thmk 
the decision should be taken by a vote of the 
Conference. It would be an excellen~ <;>ppor
tunity of proving not only to Great Bnta~n but 
also to the whole world that courtesy 1s the 
ruling factor in the Second Conference. 

M. Betances (Dominican Republic) 
Translation : I beg to support the President's 

motion, inspired as it is by a _spirit of ~nterna
tional courtesy. I shoul~ hke. to g1ve the 
Secretariat my addresses m Pans and Geneva 
in order that they may be duJy noted, for 
I did not receive the telegram about the 
adjournment. 

The President : 
Translation : The telegram sent to the 

Dominican delegate was addressed to him at 
Geneva. The Secretariat informs me . that 
it had no address in PaJ;is. I am exceedmgly 
sorry for the mistake. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : We left our addresses with 

the Secretariat in ·order that we might be 
informed of any urgent matters, but when I 
returned to Geneva I found a letter from the 
Secretary-General, not a telegram. 

The President : 
Translation : The mistake was probably 

owing to the fact that when you left Geneva 
you were asked to give your address, and you 
no doubt gave the address to which you wished 
documents to be sent. · 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : The letter to which I refer 

was sent to an address which I had not given 
and at which I had never been. 

The President : 
Translation : I hope that the Egyptian 

delegate will accept my .apologies. 
Does anyone else wish to speak on my 

motion? 
Since no one else wishes to speak, the dis

cussion on this motion is closed. 
In reply to M. Sze's question as to the date 

of Lord Salisbury's appointment as first 
British Delegate to the Second Conference, I 
shall now read an official letter, dated January 
7th, from His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul 
at Geneva. · 



"I have the honour to inform you, in 
accordance with telegraphic instructions 
received from His Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that 
the Most Honourable the Marquis of 
Salisbury, G.C.V.O., has been appointed 
first British delegate for the remaining 
sessions of the International Conference 
on Opium." .. ..... 

I cannot tell M. Sze the date upbn which the 
British Cabinet took this decision. 

M. Sze (China) : · 
Will you permit me to say a word with refe

rence to the additional information that you 
have been good enough to give us ? What 
I really wanted to know, 1\lr. President, was 
whether you had received a note from the 
British Government and, if so, when, because 
you said that the whole Conference knew that 
the British Government had the intention of 
appointing a Cabinet Minister. 

That fact was not known to me and that 
was why I asked you whether a note bad been 
-received and, if so, on what date. The additional 
information you have just given us, unless my 
lack of knowledge .of the French language gives 
me a wrong impression, is liable to convey 
something which I had not in my mind. My 
reason for asking the question was that Sir 
Malcolm Delevingne was not only chief of the 
British delegation to this Conference but he was 
also head of the British delegation to the First 
Conference, and it is a matter of interest to me, 
in view of the fact that the First Conference 
has not yet terminated its work. 

I would therefore like to know whether it 
is stated in the note from the British Govern
ment that the appointment of the noble Marquis 
is to be for this Conference only, or also for the 
First Conference. I did not ask you nor did 
I intimate a desire to know when that appoint
ment was decided upon by the British Cabinet. 
I am sure you will permit me to make this 
explanation in order that there may not be 
ascribed to me a motive which was not in 
my mind. 

The President : 
Translation : I did not think that there 

was an unexpressed motive. behind the ~inese 
delegate's question ; I realised that he s1mply 
wished for information. 

As regards the second question, which I 
now understand I have the honour to inform 
him that the ~nly comn_mnication brol!~ht 
to my notice was the letter s1gned b:r the Bnt~sh 
Vice-Consul, in which the follo_w~ng En~hsh 
phrase occurs : "for the remammg se~s1o~.s 
of the International Conference on Opmm . 
This presumably refers to the Second C~n.fe
rence. I do not think that it refers to the B~t~sh 
delegation or to representatives of the Bnt1sh 
delegation to the First Conference. . 

Before taking a vote on the motion f?r ad
journment, I wish to direct ~our attentiOn. to 
a suggestion made by the P_ohsh delegate, \\ho 
is Chairman of Sub-Comm1ttee B. He won
dered if it would not be possible for the latter 

to go on with its work this week, if a sufficient 
number of its members could meet together. 

Should you agree to his suggestion, my motion 
for adjournment should be amended so as to 
read : "The Second Opium Conference decides 
to postpone its plenary meetings until 1\londay, 
January 19th", for, if you adopted my motion 
as it stands at present, it would be impossible 
for Sub-Committee B to meet this week . 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Trt111s/atio11 : 1\lr. President, Sub-Committee 

B includes representatives of all the producing 
countries. Neither the Turkish nor Greek 
delegates are present, nor is the Kingdom 
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes represented, 
so that I think that, setting aside the question 
of courtesy, there is no object in Sub-Committee 
B starting work, as it would have to begin over 
again when those delegates who are now a-bsent 
return. 

The President : 
Translatio11 : No formal proposal was sub

mitted either by me or by the Polish delegate ; 
it was simply a suggestion. I think that what • 
the Egyptian delegate says is very true. We 
could hardly arrange for a meeting of Sub
Committee B when some of the members are 
not present, as they were counting on an adjourn
ment until next week. This question will 
therefore be dropped. 

We shall now vote on the motion for adjourn· 
ment. Do you wish for a vbte by roll-call ? 

M. Falcioni (Italy) : 
Translation : I propose that we vote by a 

show of hands, if that is possible. 

The President : 
Translation : Personally, I am not in 

favour of that method. 
As no objection has been raised to my motion 

for adjournment, I beg to announce that the 
Conference will resume its work at 3 p.m. on 
January Igth. (Applause.) 

60. TELEGRAM OF SYMPATHY TO THE 
MARQUIS OF SALISBURY: PROPOSAL 
BY THE .lAPAN ESE DELEGATION. 

The President : 
Translation : I have much pleasure in read

ing the following proposal, which has been 
submitted by the Japanese delegation : 

"The Japanese delegation proposes that 
the Conference should request the Presi
dent to send to the Marquis of Salisbury 
a telegram conveying its sympathy and 
expressing its best wishes for his speedy 
recovery." • 

I have not had the text of this proposal dis
tributed, as I did not think there would be any 
discussion on the matter. May I take it as 
agreed to by all my colleagues ? (Assent.) 

I shall communicate this resolution to the 
British Government as soon as possible. 

The Conference rose at 4.25 p.m. 
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61. REPLY FROM THE MARQUIS OF 
SALISBURY TO THE TELEGRAM OF 
SYMPATHY SENT BY THE CONFE
RENCE. 

The Presidenl = 

· Translation : I declare the meeting open. 
At our last meeting, on January 12th, the 

Conference, on the proposal of the Japanese 
delegation, instructed me to send a telegram 
of sympathy to the Marquis of Salisbury. I 
carried out that very welcome task on the same 
day and I have just received a reply which 
reads as follows : 

"I have received the kind telegram sent 
me on behalf of the Second Opium Confe
rence and wish to express deep gratitude 
to Your Excellency and members of Confe
rence for good wishes, and I regret deeply 
that my accident has prevented me having 
the honour of meeting the delegates and 
taking part in their work." 

The telegram was noted. 

62. WELCOME TO THE NEW DELEGATES 
TO THE CONFERENCE. 

The President = 

Translah'on : Before beginning our work, 
I think I shall be voicing the views of all the 
members of the Second Opium Conference 
when I extend a welcome to the new chief 
delegates who have joined us to-day. I wel
come Viscount Cecil, one of the most trominent 
figures of the League of Nations. welcome 
a member of the French Government, .M. 
Daladier, Minister for the Colonies, whom we are 
vE-ry glad to see among us, and also His Excel
lency M. Loudon, who is very well known 
and very popular in Geneva. I offer our 
warm greetings tiJ all these gentlemen. 

Last Monday, I announced that the first 
delegate for Canada had left and that he 
would be replaCI'd by Mr. Riddell. I welcome 
that gentleman also. I beg the new delegates 
to hand in their credentials to the Secretary
General of the League of Nations. I would 
also ask the Vice-President of the Conference, 
M. de Aguero y Bethancourt, who is Chairman 
of the Committee on Credentials, to take the 
necessary steps for convening that Committee 
in order to examine the full powers in question • 
and to inform me in due course at what date 
he will be able to report to the Conference on 
this subject. 

I would also ask those delegates who have 
not yet done so to notify their addresses to 
the Secretary of the Conference. 

At our meeting held on December 16th, we 
decided to adjourn our plenary meetings until 
January 12th. You know that there was a 
further postponement at that date and you 
know the reasons for it. 

The first question on our agenda is the con
tinuation of the discussion on the motion sub
mitted by the delegation of the United States 

I-



0 

We shall therefore, resume 
this 11 ue;tioo, which is the 
agenda of this meeting. 

our discussion on 
only one on the 

6 PREPARED OPIUM : CHAPTER II OF 3' THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA SUBMITTED BY 
THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA: CONTINUATION 
OF THE DISCUSSION. 

The President : 
Tra 11slalion : I call on Viscount Cecil, first 

delegate of the British Empire, to address the 
Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
!\fir. President, ladies and. gentl~men, in 

the first place I have to appeal for your mdulgen
ce, because I have not bad the ~reat ~dvan.tage 
of being present at your preVIOUS discussions. 
It is therefore quite probable that I shall say 
things which are commonplaces to you, who 
are much more familiar with your work than 
I can hope to be. But thus early I want to 
make clear the position which my Government 
takes on the question ·which is now ~efore y~m. 

The question before the Conference Is a motiOn 
submitted bv the delegation of the United 
States of America to the effect that the propo
sals contained in Chapter II of their Suggestions 
should be referred by the Conference to the 
appropriate Co~mittee .. Those p~oposals deal 
with the question of opmm-smokmg, and the 
representatives of my country and of other 
countries immediately raised the question whe
ther this Conference was competent to consider 
them. I do not think that I need say very 
much on the technical aspect of that question, 
because it has already been dealt with very 
fully. I shall merely repeat -for I am afraid 
that it mu~t be a repetition - the main argu
ment which seems to me to bear on the subject, 
and which, with the greatest respect, appears 
to me, I confess, to be conclusive. 

We sit here to discharge certain duties which 
are defined in resolutions of the Assembly of 
the League of Nations. We came here on the 
suggestion of that body, and it was on its 
lesolutions and on the terms of its resolutions 
that the various Governments accepted the 
invitation to the Conference and sent their 
delegates. The question of competence there
fore appears to me to depend on the true 
construction of those resolutions and on nothing 
else. 

It is quite clear - at least I venture to think 
it is quite clear - that the Conference cannot 
extend its mandate except by unanimous con-

' sent ; it can only deal with and decide questions 
which are contained in the document which 
summons it ; and it would be a precedent, 
as it appears to me, of the greatest gravity if a 
Conference were to take upon itself to extend 
a mandate that has been given to it. The 
whole question therefore, and the only question, 
as I venture very respectfully to submit to 
my colleagues, is, What is the true construction 
of the resolutions by virtue of which we are 
meeting here ? 

The Conference is verv well aware that there 
a.~e two resol~tions wh~ch are important, one in 
'lilrtue of wh1ch what IS called the First Confe
rence was summoned, and one in virtue of 

which the Second Conference was. summoned. 
1 submit that, taking these resol_u~s as t~ey 
stand and construing them in_ the1r g:rammabcal 
sense, it is fairly clear that 1t was mtende~ to· 
divide the problems that we have to consider 
into two parts, and to give one part to the F1rst 
Conference and the other to the Second 
Conference. I . · . 

I had better read the whole reso uhon m 
virtue of which the First Conference was 
summoned : 

"The Assembly approves the proposal 
of the Advisory Committee th!lt t_he G?vern
ments concerned should be li~V1~ed lm~e
diately to enter into negohabons Wlth 
a view to the conclusion of an agreement 
as to the measures for giving e~ecti.ve · 
application in the Far Easte~n ternton~s 
to Part II of the ConventiOn [that .1s 
the Hague Convention, an~ Part I~ 1s, 
the part which deals with opmm-smokmg] 
and as to a reduction of the amount of 

· raw opium to be imported fo_r t~e purpose 
of smoking in those terntones where 
it is temporarily continued, and as to the 
measures which should be taken by the 
Government of the Republic of China to 
bring about the suppres~ion _of th~ illegal 
production and use of opmm m Chma, and 
requests the Council to invite those 
Governments to send representatives with 
plenipotentiary powers to a Conference 
for the purpose [that is, for the purpose 
quoted ] and to report to the Council at 
the earliest possible date." 

That is the mandate of the First Conference. 
It seems quite clear that it is to deal with the 
question of opium-smoking. 

Then comes the mandate of the Second 
Conference : · 

"The Assembly, having note.d with satis
faction that, in accordance Wlth the hope 
expressed in the fourth resolution adopted 
by the Assembly in 1922, the Advisory 
Committee has reported that the informa
tion now ·available makes it possible for the 
Governments concerned to examine, with 
a view to the conclusion of an agreement, the 
question of the limitation of the amounts <?f 
morphine, heroin or cocaine and the1r 
respective salts to be manufactured ; . of 
the limitation of the amounts of raw opmm 
and the coca leaf to be imported for that 
purpose and for other medicin~ ~nd_scien
tific purposes; and of the hm1tatwn of 
the production of raw opium and the coca 
leaf for export to the amount required 
for such medicinal and scientific purposes, 
requests the Council, as a means of giving 
effect to the principles submitted by the 
representatives of the United States of 
America, and to the policy which the 
League, on the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee, has adopted, to invite 
the Governments concerned to send repre
sentatives with plenipotentiary powers to 
a Conference for this purpose [that is, 
the purpose of limitation already quoted, 
namely, limitation in connection with the 
manufacture of morphine, heroin and co
caine J, to be held, if possible, imme
diately after the conference mentioned in 
Resolution V." 
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• 
• 1 confess, therefore, that it seems to me to be 
quite plain - I may be wrong, but it seems 
to me quite plain - that the intention of 
the Assembly, or the intention of those resolu
tions, for that is what we have to consider, 
was to gi_ve the question of _opium-smoking 
to the F1rst Conference, and the question, 
broadly speaking, of drugs to the Second Con
ference, and that that was the division of 
work which was arranged by the Assembly 
in order to arrive at practical results. The 
British Government of course may be wrong -
that may happen to any Government - but 
that is the very strong view of the British 
Government, and we have no instructions to 
take part in the Conference except ·upon that 
basis. 

That is all that I propose to say on tht> tech
nical question of competence, but I desire to 
add some observations to show that this divi
sion of the subjt>ct into fwo parts is in accord
ance with what has previously taken place, 
and is a probable and likely construction of 
the resolution, having regard to the whole 
history of the question so far as it is germane 
to this subject. 

I naturally do not propose to go fully into 
the whole of the questions involved ; that 
would take you too long and me too long. 
My object is merely to go sufficiently into them 
for the purposes of the argument I am prt>sent-
ing to you. . 

As I apprehend the question we have to 
consider, there are four uses of opium. First, 
the medical and scientific use. No question 
arises on that point because, naturally, we all 
recognise that, from a medical and scientific 
point of view, the use of opium is, or ought to 
be, beneficial, and nothing else. 

Secondly, there is the question of eating 
opium. I think we may say that, generally 
speaking, that practice is regarded as undesir
able ; but in one quarter of the 11Iobe, and so 
far as I know in one quarter only, 1t is habitual 
and has been habitual for very many centuries ; 
that region is India. As I understand the 
evidence that has been before you, it is cer
tainly true that, when taken in moderation 
under the conditions that prevail in India, 
opium is probably harmless, and according to 
a good many opinions it may even be useful. 
There is, I am quite aware, a great deal of 
dispute and discussion on this point. I per
sonally do not wish to express any opinion ; 
indeed, my opinion would be quite valueless.; 
but it is probable, it seems to me, that th1s 
is a question of degree. ~ndoubtedly, ~t lea~t 
so it seems to me, there 1s a use of opmm m 
India which may be called quasi-medi~al, 
where it is used in order to combat phys1cal 
disabilities and physical disease without act_ual 
medical prescription, but still really for med1cal 

. purposes, and there its use certainly seems 
to be unobjectionable. 

Thirdly, there is opium-smoking, Speaking 
personally, I am prepared to say that, so. far 
as I can see, opium-smoking is never ~enefic1al; 
it is almost always harmful and, d purs.ued 
to excess, is highly deleterious. That certru~y 
is the view of the British Parliament, which 
has made it a criminal offence to smoke opium 
in England, and it is certa~nly t~e policy_ of 
the British Government to bnng op1um-smokmg 
to an end throughout the Empire at the earliest 
possible moment. 

l venture to think that any fair, candid and 
impartial examination of the conduct of the 
British Empire during the last few yeats will 
confirm that statement and I may refer, as a 
striking example of what has been done, to 
the action taken by the Indian Government 
in Burma, where it has vt>ry actively pursued 
its object of suppressing opium-smoking and 
has reduced it to something like one-seventh, 
I think it is, of what it was a year or two ago, 
and has done it I may remark incidentally 
- I am ashamed to have to say such a thing -
without the slightest consideration of the 
pecuniary consequences involved in such a 
policy. 

The fourth use of opium, and I venture very 
respectfully to remind the Conference that 
this is by far the most important question that 
we have to consider, is what is called chug
addiction ; that is to say, the habitual usc 
not of opium prepared or raw, but of its 
derivatives, morphine and heroin. I should, of 
course, includ~> also the derivative of coca, 
cocaine, which undoubtedly is the gravest 
possible evil. This is much the most serious 
aspect of the case that we have to consider. 

I was amazed to read or hear the other day 
that this was a question in which the West 
was interested but not the East. I cannot 
imagine who could have thought such a foolish 
thing. It is an evil which unfortunately afflicts 
both the East and the West, the countries 
which believe themselves to be the most 
advanced in civilisation no less than the coun
tries which are Jess advanced. It is a terrible 
social evil producing physical and moral degra· 
dation, and I understand from the represen
tatives of the United States that it is one of 
the evils which is, I will not say particularly, 
but markedly, bad in America, where it is caus
ing the American Government the greatest 
anxiety; indeed, I have seen figures stating 
that the consumption of opium per ht>ad is 
very much greater in America than in India. 
It is undoubtedly a very terrible thing and though 
it may be, and I think 1s, Jess in my own country 
than in some others, yet wherever it exists 
it is a very serious evil ; it is of the utmost 
importance that this Conference, whatever 
view you may take of its mandate, which w~s 
primarily called to deal with that evil, should 
not be Jed astray from dealing with it. This 
is by far the greatest evil with which we have 
to deal and it would be criminal to allow our
selves to be diverted in any way from doing 
our utmost to suppress it. 

Further, I venture very respectfully to say 
that, if we are really usefully to approach 
this question and incidentally the question 
of competence, we must very clearly keep in 
our minds the distinction between the variou!lt 
problems. All of them are important and, 
as I say, the question of drug-addiction is 
of the gravest possible importance. 

I venture to say that these questions are 
really entirely distinct. That fact is very 
important from the point of view of the argu
ment that I am presenting. Take first the 
eating of raw opium. This is, as I have already 
indicated, purely an Indian ·question. As far 
as I know, it is exclusively an Indian custom, 
and whereas there are, as I have said, grave 
differences of opinion as to its harmfulness, 
there can be no difference of opinion as to 
the fact that it is a purely domestic question 
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in India~ It is for the Indian Government t.o 
decide under what restrictions and what condi
tions Indian opium should be used by the 
Indian population under its contr?l. 

As far as that part of the matter 1s concerned, 
it does not appear to me to be a question for 
international interference at all. I am one 

·of those who think that international inter-
ference in such domestic questions would be 
a very dangerous precedent to establish, and 
one that we should guard against with the 
utmost care · one which, if we were not to 
guard again;t it, might well bring all inter
national action into. disrepute as an intolerable 
intt'rference with national sovereignty. 

I venture to remind the Conference that this 
is the view taken of this question in the Hague 
Convention. I shall not trouble the Conference 
by r~ding the actual wording of the Conven
tion, but I think that this is an accurate state 
ment of it : that the provisions dealing with 
raw opium only require the Governments to 
control the production and distribution of the 

. raw opium and to regulate the export and 
• import of it. Thete are no provisions deter

mining the uses to which raw opium is or is 
not to be put, or requiring other things with 
regard to it. 

This is quite reasonable. It. is reasonable 
that there should be international regulations 
as to the import and export of raw opium, for 
at the moment when export or import takes 
place it becomes, or may become, an inter
national question ; but what is done inside 
a country with a drug grown in that country 
is a domestic question and not one for inter
national interference, though it may well be a 
matter for national agitation or national action. 

The word "control" is therefore absolutely. 
right, and it is control which we have a right, 
as an international body, to require from the 
Indian Government ; that it should so far 
control the raw opium as to make it quite 
certain that none of it is exported save for those 
purposes which are allowed by international 
agreement. Unless that control is established, 
it is evident that grave abuses may occur. 

Although I am not in any way representing 
the Indian Government, I am interested, as 
representing the British Empire, in what goes 
on in India, and as a· matter of fact, as far 
as I am concerned, I am here to say that the 
~ontrol of raw opium in India is excellent. It 
1s the only really effective control there can 
be ; the opium is controlled from the moment 
it is planted until the moment its fruit is ga
thered. The production of these drugs is 
con.trolle~, ~nd this, I venture to think (and I 
beheve tt ts generally agreed now) is the 
really effecti~e method to adopt. Unle;s growth 
~nd production are controlled, it will be very 
difficult to control the use of the drugs. 

In India the whole process is controlled -
the growth of the opium, the collection of it 
the distribution of it -everything is controlled 
by the. Go~ernment, and controlled effectively. 
No optum ts exported except on the authority 
?r at the request of other Governments. There 
ts no c~mmerci~l export as such. There is 
no h~wk1~g. of optum in order to sell it to anyone 
who ts w.tihng to buy it. I am not going into 
the ~etalis. of the control now, because that 
question. wtll. possibly arise at a later stage 
of our d1sc~sstons. In any case, it would not 
be appropnate here. 

There is only one o~her ~oint ~hich I ~i~h 
to raise as regards opmm m lndta, but 1t ts 
a very important · point. Indi3:n opium is 
not in practice used (I am not deabng, of ~ourse, 
with exceptional use) for the productlon of 
those harmful drugs - heroin, morphine and 
the like. This is due to technical reasons, the 
chief of which, I am told, is that the morphia 
content of Indian opium is so much lower 
than the morphia content of Persian or Turk.ish 
opium that it do~s not pa~ to use. lnd1an 
opium for producmg morphme, herom, etc. 
Whatever the reason may be - whether the 
above explanation is correct or not is of no 
importance - the fact remains that Indian 
opium is not used for the production of these 
drugs and therefore it has nothing whatever 
to do' with the great problem, the very terrible 
problem, of drug-addiction, which is, I venture 
to repeat, the main subject which this Confe
rence, at any rate, has to consider. 

I pass now to the smoking of opium. Just 
as the eating of opium is almost exclusively 
an Indian question, so the smoking of opium 
is almost exclusively, though not quite, a 
Chinese question. I believe ~ indeed, I know 
- that there are some people in Burma, and 
some, I believe, in Siam, who smoke opium ; 
but, broadly speaking, it so happens that the 
Chinese are the only people who smoke opium, 
apart from the two exceptions to which I have 
just referred. It is not possible to account 
for the habits and customs which grow up in 
one nation and not in another. The above 
fact is due, however, to these inexplicable 
customs, which may perhaps have some physio
logical basis, of which, however, I know 
nothing. 

Undoubtedly, those countries which have 
subjects or residents of Chinese race within their 
borders are anxious to diminish the smoking 
of opium. The British Government is most 
anxious to do so, and the Chinese Government 
also. I wish to make it quite clear that, as 
far as I am concerned, l accept to the full the 
assurances of the Chinese Government that it 
is most anxious to put an end to the smoking 
of opium. 

As I have just mentioned India, l want to 
make it clear that India has nothing to do 
with this problem of opium-smoking as such. 
It is quite true that a good deal of Indian 
opium is exported for the purpose of smoking, 
but there is practically no smoking in India, 
except in Burma, where, as I say, drastic 
steps have been taken to reduce it. There 
is no export from India except at the direct 
request of other Governments. India. supplies 
the opium which other Governments ask it 
to supply,. and does nothing else. 

As a member of the British Government, I 
can testify that neither the Indian Government 
in Calcutta nor the India Office at home has 
ever taken any part whatever in the discussion 
of what should be the policy of the British 
Empi.re in regard to the suppression of opium
smokmg. They have left it entirely to the 
British Imperial authorities, acting on the ad vic~ 
of the local governments. 

;Although l do not think any member of 
thts Conference has ever said so it has been 
said outside this Conference th~t India has 
been anxious to keep opium-smoking alive for 
her own interests. There is not the least 
truth in that suggestion. On the contrary, 
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the Indian Government has always shown 
itself absolutely imPartial in the matter, and 
has not intervened (as, indeed, it is not its 
duty to intervene) in the policy of the British 
Empire outside its own limits. 

1 wish to repeat again that this question of 
opium-smoking has nothing whatever to do 
with the question of drug-addiction, but is 
an entirely separate question. The opium used 
for smoking is, broadly speaking, either Indian 
opium. of Chinese opium. In both cases, for 
the reasons that 1 have already given, the 
opium, whether it comes from China or India, 
is not used for the manufacture of those 
poisonous drugs- morphine, heroin and the like. 
If opium-smoking were stopped altogether. 
there would be no effect whatever on the ques
tion of drug-addiction, which is the serious 
question with which we have to deal. 1 
venture to impress that point rather strongly 
on the Conference, because I think it serves 
to show how entirely separate these questions 
are, and that they ought to be treated as such. 

If one wanted to press that argument to its 
logical conclusion - and I am not afraid of its 
logical conclusion - one would be forced to say 
that if the opium production, as it at present 
exists, were maintained and if all opium
smoking were stopped, the markets of the world 
would be flooded with a vast quantity of opium 
which would not be at all suitable for the manu
facture of drugs and which, in such circum
stances, might conceivably be turned to that pur
pose. I do not want to press that argument, 
because it is a purely hypothetical one. It 
is enough for me to say at the present stage 
that opium-smoking and drug-addiction are 
two entirely distinct problems which have to 
be dealt with separately and cannot be mixed 
up if we want to keep our minds clear on the 
subject. 

Indeed, these two problems are so treated in 
·the Hague Convention. They are all included 
in one Convention but are treated entirely 
separately. I am informed - though I will 
not pledge myself to this - that, when the 
Hague Convention was being drawn up, it 
was suggested, I believe by one of the American 
delegates, that there should be two Conventions 
to deal with the two subjects separately. 
Whether that is so or not, it is a fact that they 
are dealt with absolutely separately in the 
Convention itself. 

In this connection, I trust that the Confe
rence will bear with me if I explain the British 
attitude on this point. I have already said 
that the British Government desires to suppress 
opium-smoking. If it did not so desire, as 
in fact it doe!', in the interests of good govern
ment and for the benefit of its subjects, it is 
bound to do so under the terms of the Hague 
Convention It entered into the obligation 
to suppress' the use of prepared opium, that is, 
opium for E>moking, under the terms of the 
second chapter of the Hague Convention. 
It was recognised, however, that it could not 
be suppressed at once an~ provision ~as m~de 
for its gradual and effective suppressiOn, WJth 
due regard to the varying circumstances of 
each country concerned. 

I want to say most explicitly - and I was 
amazed to hear that in responsible quarters 
there was some misapprehansion on the point
that the British Government fully accepts that 
obligation. It has no intention of withdrawing 
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or receding from it in any degree, and its object 
is to suppress the smoking of opium, but to 
do so practically and effectively. 

It is quite true that the smoking of opium 
is not a custom in England ; it does not there
fore affect the English people, that is to say, 
the people living in Great Britain ; but it 
does affect the subjects of the British Empire, 
and in this matter the British Government natu· 
rally makes no distinction between one group 
of people and another. We regard this ques
tion as an extremely serious one, and we are 
most anxious to co-operate in every possible 
way that we regard as useful and practicable, 
with a view to the suppression of opium
smoking. I beg all my colleagues in the Con
ference to accept that assurance as representing 
absolutely the mtention and desire of the British 
Government. • 

I venture to think that our past conduct has 
shown that it is our desire. 1 do not want to 
draw any comparisons, naturally, but we 
have always been among those who are most 
active in the suppression of the evils of the 
opium traffic. • 

As the members of the Conference are per
fectly well aware, it was only on the signature 
of the Treaty of Versailles that the Hague 
Convention came into operation, and I think 
I am not wrong in saying that it was at the 
instance of the British representatives at the 
Peace Conference - it was certainly with 
their full support - that the relevant provi
sion was included in the Treaty of Versailles. 

Since that date the British Government has 
done what it could - indeed, it began to take 
action before - to suppress what has been one 
of the chief causes of the abuse of the opium 
traffic - namely, the farming of opium for pri
vate profit. It has thought it right to make the 
Governments of its Possessions responsible for 
dealing with this matter so as to avoid the 
trade being pushed by people with a view to 
making an undue or increased prof1t out of the 
sale of opium. It has greatly increased through
out its own direct Dominions and, I believe 
I may add, throughout the sclf-gov•rning 
Empire, the severity of the legislation against 
the abuse of the opium traffic. It has enacted 
or caused to be enacted more than one law in 
all "parts of the Empire, with the object•of 
diminishing the use of opium for smokmg. 

There is yet another thing which we in this 
room are entitled to consider. It was, I believe, 
at the instance of the British member on the 
Advisory Commission that the whole of thi~ 
movement, in which we are now taking part, 
was initiated. The British Government, I 
venture to submit, has shown itself most 
anxious throughout to see opium-smoking 
suppressed. It has never allowed, and never 
dreamed of allowing, financial considerations ..L. 

not that any financial consideration could affect 
Great Britain, as it would not matter at all to 
Great Britain whatever happened to the opium 
traffic - which might affect its various Colo
nies and Po!'sessions to interfere for a moment 
with the policy of suppressing this evil. 

I may remind the Conference of the action 
which the Indian Government took, with the 
full support and approval of the British Govern
ment, in abandoning the very considerable 
revenue it used to derive from the sale of 
opium to China. 

You will remember that, as soon as the Indian 



Government was satisfied that the Chinese 
Government had suppressed the gro~th ?f 
opium throughout the provinces of C~ma, It 
agreed to abandon the export of opium . to 
China at an earlier date than that to which 
it was bound by the agreement into which 
it had entered. I want to say, and I hope 
my Chinese colleague will believe me when 
I say that there is nothing further from my 
wish ihan to make any criticism of or attack 
on the Chinese Government. On the contrary, 
the British Government has the greatest pos
sible admiration for the action taken by the 
Chinese Government on that occasion and for 
its very wonderful achievement. By energ~. 
vigour and self-sacrifice it put a stop, prach
cally throughout the whole dominion of China, 
to the growth of opium. Had it been possible 
for that state of things to continue, there is 
not the slightest doubt that the position would 
be very different from and very much more 
hopeful than It is at the present time. 

Unhappily, and through no fault of the 
Chinese Government, its results have been over-

• clouded by the civil disorders which have 
taken place in China. That is no peculiarity 
of China. Where civil disorders occur in any 
country, progress comes to an end, and indeed 
a civil Government has great difficulty in acting 
at all. lily friend who represents the Irish 
Free State will agree with me that, so long as 
disorders were rampant in Ireland, it was very 
difficult to carrv on the duties of civil Govern
ment and very great disasters took place. 

It is a matter" of common knowledge that 
such happenings result wherever civil disturb
ances exist. It is therefore not a matter for 
surprise, nor can there be any criticism of 
the Government of China, if, as a result of these 
civil disorders, there has been a recrudescence 
of poppy cultivation. I hope and believe that 
the present situation is . merely a temporary 
phase in the history of an ancient Empire 
and that, in the course of a very short time -
the shorter the better -the Central Government 
will be fully re-established throughout the 
cou~ry. I can say with the utmost convic
tion that I feel sure that one of the first acts 
of that Central Government, when and so 
far as its authority is restored, will be to resume 
th'l old opium policy of the Chinese Government 
an~ to suppre~s the gr?wth of the poppy as 
rapidly as posstble. It Is therefore with great 
confidence that I look forward to future 
developments in China in this respect. 
. We. have, however, to deal with 'the present 

~tt'!ahon. ~ . am not in a position - no one 
Is ID a posit!on - to know exactly what is 
the production of opium in China at this 
moment, bu~ it i~ certainly very considerable. 
I have seen It estimated - I do not know with 
t"<hat accura~y - at about zs,ooo tons, as 
co~pared With a total production in India:, 
for ~nstance, of something like Boo or 900 tons. 
Whlle that rate of production - unhappily the 
growth and product of civil dissension - goes 
on, the British Government feels very strongly 
that ~ny proposals such as those which the 
AI_Dencan delegation is anxious to submit to 
thts Conference are impracticable. It feels 
v_e~y strongly that, as long as such large quan
ttt~es of opi~m _are being produced, to forbid 
opmm-s~oktng ID the British Far East Domi
mons etther immediately or in a · period of 
years would ffi('rely result in putting so much 

extra profit into the pockets of those who 
are at present smuggling opium into those 
territories. 

The British Government is quite ready to take 
any step that will help to stop opium-si_Ilokin~, 
but it is not ready to take a step which wlll 
not put an end to opium-s1_11oking but will 
increase the profits of what IS, after all, one 
of the most worthless sections of the human 
race. Such is the view of the British Govern
ment, and. I am bound to tell the Conference 
that it is the unanimous view of the· British 
experts that i.t has consulted. 

Perhaps I may be allowed to remind the 
Conference that in England it is a tradition, 
and I believe a very wholesome tradition, to 
give full weight, as regards questions relating 
to the administration of the distant Possessions 
of the British Empire, to the advice of the 
man who is called "the man on the spot." 
This is a maxim which has passed into· the 
common language. of the British people -
"Trust the man on the spot" - and it merely 
embodies a very fundamental principle of 
British Colonial Administration. 

The colonies are administered according to 
the ideas of those who live there and, as far 
as possible, for their benefit. One of the prin
ciples, therefore, on which the British Empire 
is very largely based is that we are bound to 
give, and rightly do give, the fullest possible 
weight to the advice that we receive from the 
men who are fully conversant with the local 
conditions and are in a position to give us 
highly skilled and entirely impartial advice. 

J.et me remind the Conference that the advice 
of such men is absolutely unbiassed. It does 
not matter at all to them personally, or 
from the pecuniary point of view, whether the 
opium traffic continues or not. They are paid 
by the British Treasury and their salaries will 
continue just the same whatever happens to 
the opium traffic. Their advice, I repeat, 
is absolutely unbiassed, and I should not be 
discharging my duty as a representative of the 
British Government if I did not take this 
opportunity of paying the very warmest pos
sible tribute to the British Civil Service and 
to the British Colonial Service. I myself 
have the highest admiration for the members 
of those services. I believe that there is no 
body of men in the world - I do not care what 
nation you take - who more nobly and more 
disinterestedly discharge their difficult duties 
and with great skill, great justice and great 
impartiality. There is no body of men who 
do better service than the colonial adminis
trators, and indeed the whole Civil Service of 
my country, and I admit that I hear, with 
something like impatience, criticisms suggesting 
that these men are biassed by some utterly, 
unmentionably corrupt motives in giving their 
~dvi.ce - advice which, I am quite certain, 
IS dtctated solely by what men of great skill, 
great experience, and absolute disinterestedness 
think is the best for the populations under their 
control. · 

Such is the advice which the British Govern
ment has received, and on which it feels bound 
to act. That does not mean that we are going 
to do nothing. Not at all ! We are prepared 
to do a great deal: In the first place, we at 
home are perpetually urging that everything 
that can be done should be done and the autho-. . . , 
nt1es m the various Possessions are always 
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advising such means as appear to them to be 
possible, such as the holding of enquiries and 
the appointment of committees; they leave 
no stone unturned to . ascertain what further 
can be done for the suppression of this e";l, 

Even here at Geneva it is the fashion, I 
understand, to deride and contemn what has 
been accomplished by the First Conference. 
I do not take that view at all. I quite admit 
that the achievements of the First Conference 
are not spectacular, but it is not always the most 
spectacular reforms that are the most useful 
and I believe that the reforms recommended 
by the First Conference will do a great deal to 
advance the cause which we all have at heart. 

I have drawn up a short summary of what that 
First Conference has accomplished .. 

The farming system, under which the right 
to deal in . opium was granted to the highest 
bidder, who then made as much profit as he 
could out of the trade, is to be eliminated, and 
the whole pusiness of importing, selling and 
distributing opium is to be placed in the hands 
of the Governments, with certain exceptions 
in regard to retail sale. It is represented that 
this provision is a reactionary step, the pur
pose of which is to secure revenues for the 
Governments, and one which will have the 
effect of creating a "bloc" of Governments 
financially interested in the opium trade. 

As a matter of fact, the object is to eschew 
the private trader and to secure what is called 
in connection with another, though very 
closely allied, social reform disinterested 
management. 

It is also proposed to eliminate as far as 
possible the private retailer, who has a financial 
interest in pushing the sales of opium. The 
export of opium from the territories concerned 
is to be prohibited entirely. This, as well as 
the two preceding measures, should be very 
useful in checking the illicit traffic that is 
going. on in the Far East. 

The Governments concerned also undertake 
in every possible way to discourage the use 

· of prepared opium and to assist one another 
in their efforts to suppress the illicit traffic. 

Great Britain also urged that the other Powers 
should follow its example in making punishable 
illegitimate transactions which are carried on 
in another country by a person residing within 
their territory.. This is an extremely valuable 
provision for dealing with the gangs of illicit 
traffickers who carry on their operations all 
over the world. 

There seems to have been some difficulty 
on this point, but everyone undertook to 
examine in the most favourable spirit the pos
sibility of taking such measures. 

· Lastly, it was agreed to review jointly from 
time to time the position in regard to the 

· application of Chapter II of the Hague Conven
tion,. and the first meeting was fixed to take 
place at latest in 1929, less than five years 
hence. 

Although it is quite tme that some of. these 
provisions have already been enforced m. the 
British Possessions and in other PossessiOns, 
their general enforcement will do a tp"eat deal 
to diminish the 11se of opium for smokmg, and I 
think that it would be a mistake to suppose that 
the work done by the First Conference does 
not constitute an extremely valuable step 
towards the suppression of the opium traffic. 
- Now what else can be done ? The British 

Government has been considering that ques
tion Vf~ry carefully, and ·I was myself very 
much impressed by a document issued by a 
very distinguished member of this Conference, 
Bishop Brent, who, to our deep regret, has been 
called away by private affairs and is no longer 
able to take part in our discussions. . 

I find in that document a passage which, 
though it is a little long, I shall venture to 
read to the Conference, because it seems to 
me to include at- least one suggestion which 
is of great valu~. He is criticising very strongly 
the results of the First Conference, and he 
says : 

"The Agreement has nothing in it touch
ing the last part of Resolution V of the 
Assembly which called for 'An agreement ... 
as to the measures which should be taken 
by the Government of the Republi~ of 
China to bring about the suppression of the 
illegal oroduction and usc of opium in 
China' .'· 

Then he says : 
"That China is blameless in the matter 

is a daim which the Chinese themselves 
would not advance. The members of the 
Chinese delegation who sat in the First 
Conference and also !'it in the Second 
represent a Central Government whose 
Jaws respecting the use of prepared opium 
are so uncompromising as to be unequalled 
for their !'everity by those of any other 
Government. That they are not carried 
into effect is due for the most part to a 
condition of affairs over which the Central 
Government has no present control. The 
Chinese delegation deplores the fact and 
have asked that its assurances of good 
faith and fixed determination. to be 
Joyal to their principles and purposes be 
accepted." 

That has already been said, of course, and 
the British Government accepts it fully. 

Bishop Brent continues : 
"Its Government is pledged to practical 

action to the summit of its executive and 
administrative ability. Some article em
bracing the foregoing would have beeq, 
desirable, and at any rate no more vague 
than some at least of the articles of the 
Agreement as it stands. Though the 
Chinese, like every other nation, are jealous 
of their sovereignty and suspect anything 
which might threaten to impinge upon it, 
I cannot but feel that some reasonable 
offer of a co-operative character from 
neighbouring countries which are, in greater 
or lesser degree, dependent upon Chinese 
resident in them for labour, would have • 
been an encouragement and a part solution 
of the problem." 

Then I call special attention to the pa!<sage 
which follows : 

"For instance, that they would move pari 
pasMJ with China in the matter of suppres- · 
sion, whether by immediate prohibition 
or graduated stages, from the moment the 
Chinese Government was in a position to 

- take effective action ; that thev would 
refuse admission into their territories of 
Chinese addicts ; that they would look 
on addiction as disease and treat addicts 
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accordingly ; that they w?ul~ ad?Pt. ~he 
system of licensing and rahomng, tnVJtlng 
China to do the same ; that the most 
vigorous and wise propaganda against 
the use of prepared opium b~ o!gani~ed 
by all countries conc~rned, begmmng ~th 
children and extendmg to every section 
of society ; that they would use as much 
of their opium revenue as was necessary 
for carrying out effectively the foregoing 
measures. China might got have liked 
some of these proposals. Never mind ; 
for the balance of the eight countries it 
would have placed the shoe on the other 
foot. Granting, as I freely do, the enor
mous handicap which conditions in China 
impose on nations holding Oriental posses
ions where the Chinese are a large and 

• indispensable factor, we must not allow 
ourselves to forget that we Western nations 
have had some share in making China 
what she is. We cannot therefore sit . .. pass1ve. 

That is a very interesting and important decla
ration. I do not know whether all the proposals 
of Bishop Brent are practicable - I am rather 
afraid that they are not - but with the general 
spirit and object which they display I find 
myself in a very large degree in sympathy, and 
I am prepared on behalf of the British Govern
ment to makl' this declaration of policy : 

(r) His 1\fajesty's Government under
takes that opium-smoking shall be abo
lished in the British Far Eastern terri
tories in which such smoking is temporarily 
authorised, within a period of not more than 
fifteen years from the date on which the 
effective execution of the measures taken 
by. China to suppress the growth of the 
opmm poppy has reached such a stage as 
to remove the danger of opium smuggling 
from China into those territories. 

(2) As soon as it is established in the 
manner indicated in the following para
graph that the effective execution of the 
said measures has reached the c;tage re
ferr.e~ .to above, the necessary measures will 
~ .m•hated to ~nable the complete prohi
bition of smokmg to be effective at the 
end of the said period. 

(3) . The question when the effective 
~xecutlon of the measures mentioned 
m paragraph (I) has reached the stage 
refe_rred to in tha~ paragraph shall be 
dec1ded by a Comm•ss1on to be appointed 
by the Council of the League of ·Nations 
whose decision shall be final. ' 

Then comes an explanatory paragraph : 

(4) It !s understood (a) that, as soon 
as the penod of fifteen years referred to in 
parag_raph (I) has begun· to run, opium
smokmg by persons who are not smokers 
at that date shall forthwith be prohibited : 
(b) th.at the complete prohibition of opium
s~okml? to be effective by the end of the 
sa.•d penod of fifteen years is not inconsistent 
With . I d . spt;c•a an temporary provisions for 
pers~ms m whose case it is certified by the 
~edlcal authorities of the State concerned 
~t\ they can !lot be completely deprived 

h
t e drug Without serious dan,.er to life 

or ealth. o 

That last provision, I am told, is absolutely 
essential, because without it there would be 
great danger of these unhappy people dying. 

I am very reluctant to introduce into tl;lis 
discussion the name of anyone who is not 
actually present, but since, outside this room 
and to some extent inside this room, the name 
of Sir John Jordan has been freely used to the 
effect that he is divergent from British policy, 
I think it right to say that this document was 
shown to Sir John Jordan before I left London, 
and he says : "After careful perusal I find 
that these proposals represent the views I 
hold on the subject. They appear to me to 
constitute a practical and satisfactory solution 
of the question." 

Such is the proposal which the British Govern
ment, after consulting all its advisers, ventures 
to make. It is quite true that it will not be 
satisfactory to those who are very anxious 
on this subject, and I respect their convictions 
and sympathise·' with them. After all, the 
British Government is in a position of great 
responsibility in this matter. It has to do 
what it thinks is right, not only what is pleasing 
to those it respects, but what it believes will 
be effective for the purposes in hand and what 
it believes can be carried out without gravely 
disturbing the territories over which it rules. 
This is the view of the British Government, 

, though it does not claim infallibility in this 
matter. It quite recognises that it and all 
its experts may be mistaken. It may be that 
what appears to be the opinion of Bishop Brent 
and Sir John Jordan is as wrong as that held 
by the rest of the experts. · 

It recognises that, and is prepared therefore 
to hold by the offer, which I understand was 
made before the Christmas vacation, that, if 
it is so desi!ed, it will recommend and urge upon 
the Council of the League of Nations the nomi
nation of a small impartial Commission. As far as 
the British Government is concerned, it may be 
prec;ided over by an American Chairman, and 
the Commission may go to the territories in 
question, investigate them . and see whether 
the proposals and offers which the British 
Govern~ent has made or is prepared to make 
can be 1mproved upon. If that Commission 
~eports to the Council, and the latter adopts 
1ts report, to the effect that something more 
o.ught. to be done, ~hen undoubtedly a different 
s1tuabon would anse and the British Govern
ment would be disposed to carrv out whatever 
is recommended. -

I have detained the ConferenC'e at some little 
length on the subject because it is of very 
gre~t controversial importance ; but before 
I s1t . dow!l I want to remind you that this 
question, Important as it is, is not the main 
question that we have to consider; it is not 
the really vital thing which affects not only 
~h~ Western ~eoples. but the Eastern peoples; 
1t IS not the v1ce wh1ch threatens to undermine 
the .m~nho?d of tho3e who indulge in it. Drug
addiction IS the great question with which we 
have to deal. Whatever the view you take of the 
mandate, drug_-addicti?n is the primary, but 
not the ~xclus1ve, busmess of this Conference. 
I must 1mpress upo!l you very strongly that 
we should. not be d1verted from dealing with 
that gueshon, .on which the Hague Convention 
contams very Important provisions. 

We ha':e done a great deal, and I am bound 
to say With great success, in suppressing the 
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evil in our own land and among our own people 
by the application of various measures and by 
practical education. We are \"ery anxious 
to get on with this business, but we are most 
particularly anxious that this Conference should 
not come to an end without having done some
thing to help on this very essential work 
for the good of humanity. 

We feel that the proposals which have been 
submitted to the Conference are of the greatest 
possible valut> and ·ought to be most carefully 
considered. They seem to the British Govern
ment to promise a very great advance. 

Let me remind the Conference what they are. 
I.. Sub-Committee A has been working 

out a scheme.for the limitation of the manufac
ture of and trade in narcotic drugs. The original 
schemes for limiting the world manufacture 
of the drugs to a definite amount each year had 
to be given up and a compromise scheme (which 
was based on a limitation of imports) proposed 
by the Adviwry Committee last August was 
then put forward ; ultimately a scheme on 

· the following lines was suggested and is being 
considered. 

An independent Central Board will be estab
lished to keep a watch on the international 
traffic. It will receive from each country every 
two months particulars of its exports and imports 
of each of the drugs to and from every country. 
Each countrf will also furnish the Board at the 
beginning o the year with an estimate of its 
probable requirements ~uring the year •. t~e 
estimate to serve as a gu1de to the Board m 1ts 
supervision over the traffic, but not to.be.reg~r
ded as binding on the country furmshmg 1t. 
Every country will also furnish the Board at 
the end of the year with full statistics of pro
duction manufacture, etc. If the Board finds 
that th~ d£ugs are going i;'l e~cessive quant~ties 
to a particular country, 1t wtll have the nght 
to ask for an explanation ; in the evt;nt of no 
explanation being furnished, or no satisfactory 
explanation, it will then be able to make a recom· 
mendation to the other Governments and to the 
Council of the League that no further exports 
should be made to that country until the situa
tion was satisfactorily clean:d up. If a cou~?try 
did not wish to act on thiS recommendatiOn, 
it would be bound to inform the Council of 
the League giving if possible, its reasons. 

It is thou'ght that a scheme of this kind wo~ld 
provide a very valuable check on excess1ve 
exports to any particular part of the world, 
and a comparison of the imports and. exports 
with the figures of annual production and 
manufacture which will be furnished at the 
·end of the year, would show if the ~gs were 
being manufactured by any country m exces
sive quantities. 

2. The proposals made by the Advisory 
Committee last August for the impr~vement 
of the machinery of control .over the mterna
tional trade (i.e., export and Import) b~ve been 
accepted by Sub-Committee E, to which they 
were referred. These include the e;"port and 
import certificate system, the reqwrement of 
a separate export or import licence. for ea~h 
consignment, control over the drugs m t.ranslt, 
including transhipment (an~ pr~venbon of 
unauthorised diversion), and m bonded ware
houses, and control over free ports. 

3· There are proposal~ for e~tending Chapter 
i of the Hague Convention to mclude the coca 

leaf as w~ll as raw opium, for strengthening the 
definitions of the narcotic drugs, providing 
machinery for extending the Convention to 
new narcotic drugsn ot at present covered, and 
some other profosals of a mino~ cha~acter. 
There is also a proposal under consideration for 
ntending the Convention to hashish. 

4· Restriction of the production of raw 
opium and the coca leaf. At present we have 
not been able to deal with that question. 

We consider.- that these proposals are of 
great value, and I may say here and now, on 
behalf of the British Government, that we are 
prepared to co-operate with any delegation to 
strengthen those provisions and to make them 
more effective for the object which they havt> 
in view, provided, of course, that the proposals 
are of a reasonable and practical character. 

As regards eating opium, there may be di«e
rt>nces of opinion. We regret as much as anrone 
that the progress of the suppression of opium
smoking has bet"n slow. It will be l'lmply 
disastrous if we do nothing e ffccti ve to deal 
with the drug traffic. I have lrarnt with grt•at 
pain, not from what has gone on in the Confe~ 
renee but from what bas transpired outside, 
that there is a measure of distn1st of this nation 
and of that nation, and, for all I know, parti· 
cularly of my own in this matter. I earnestly 
protest against that attitude, which does not 
make for progress, nor is it of any usc whatever. 
If we want to get on with this work, we. must 
abandon recrimination a!ld adopt the policy C?f 
co-operation. Co-operation and not rec.rtml· 
nation is the instrument of progress. 

I venture very respectively to suggest that 
we should by all means lay aside the controver
sial method and spirit which appear to have 
grown up, and de:vote. ourselves to the really 
important task whtch bes before us. The most 
important part of that task is to deal with the 
traffic and manufacture of these danger~us 
drugs by which so much misery to bumamty 
has been caused and is being caused at the 
present time. (Applemse.) 

The Preelden\ : 
TTansfation : M. Loudon, delegate of the 

Netherlands, will address the Conference. 

M. Loudon (Netherlands) : • 
TTanslation : Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen. after the detailed !'tatement which 
the first delegate of the British Empire bas 
just made, I do not intend to speak on the opiu~ 
problem as a whole. So far as my country 1!1 
concerned, the reasons for which our delegation 
last December thought it its duty to oppose 
the rt>sumption by the SecoJ?d Conference of 
the discussion of the queshon of prepa~ed 
opium, a question which bad been dealt With 
by the first Conference, have been fully ex- • 
plained to you. . 

If J, nevertheless, once more r~fer to th1s 
point, it is only to tell you that the (,overnme~t 
of the Netherlands, after a very careful exa~ru
nation of the question of competence wh1ch 
was raised in the Second Conference, altogether 
upholds the views expressed by its deleg~tion. 

In order to avoid any misunderstanding and 
to clear up a question which is const~ntly 
becoming confused as a result of erron~ous mter
pretations, I think .that I should. g1ve you a 
very brief explanation ~f the pohcy P!lrsue.d 
in the Dutch East Indies so far as op1um Is 



concerned. This statement will, 1 hope, go 
some way towards convincing t~e world that 
our attitude towards the Amencan p~op~sal 
will in no way interfere with the reahsat10n 
in practice of the ideal that we ha.ve at heart, 
and will show you that the adoptiOn of tl~ese 
proposals would in no way further our atms 
but would on the contrary lead to fresh diffi
culties. . · 

The systems which have been.suggest~d w1th 
a view to combating the abuse ln questiOn are 
all inspired by the same ideal, that. is to say, 
that of raising the moral an~ soctal le':el ?f 
the populations. The only dtfference hes .m 
the methods by which it is sought to reahse 
this ideal. 

In view of the results obtained by a close 
study of the problem and by many years' 
exp~rience, my Government cannot abandon 
its policy in order to adopt another the s~~cess 
of which is not, under present cond1ttons, 
guaranteed in any way. The ex~mple. of the 
Philippine Islands docs not convmce us. The 
figures which have been published with regard 
to the consumption of opium in these Islands, 
where the position, after all, is an exceptionally 
favourable one, as a result of the immigration 
policy - figures which do not go further than 
the year 1921- in no way prove that the policy 
of prohibition has produced the satisfactory 
results that were expected from it. I should 
be very glad if the American delegation would 
give us the figures for the years 1922 and 
1923. 

Immediate prohibition and the American sche
me of diminishing the annual importation of raw 
opium by 10 per cent, with absolute prohibition 
after the tenth year, are arbitrary and artificial 
measures. It is more than doubtful whether 
it would be possible to maintain them, and, once 
it is not certain whether it will be possible to 
maintain such measures, we consider it far 
preferable to leave them alone ; they would 
reduce legitimate traffic to the sole benefit 
of the illicit traffic, the volume of which is 
thereby increased. When once hasty mea
sures have led to a well-organised smuggling 
tr~de, it becomes almost impossible to suppress 
thts trade. The smuggler who desires to increase 
his profits daily will lose no chance of extending 
his sphere of action. 

The Dutch Government is convinced that 
the above-mentioned restrictive measures are 
onlY: effective when. they are based on a syste
matic moral edurahon and on an improvement 
of s?cial and hygienic conditions. In the Dutch 
lndtes we have devoted all our attention to these 
aspects of the problem. We have further 
checked t~e spread of the evil by the institution, 
wherever tt appeared possible, of prohibition 

. c~ntres. It has been noted that in native 
':tll~ges the consumption of opium is very 
hmtted (33 centigrammes per year per head.) 

In the large ports, the maintenance of re
~trictive measures is much more difficult. This 
ts p_artly du~ to th~ exist~nce of very large 
foretgn colomes, ':"atnly Chmese, but in these 
centres also nothmg has been left undone so 
far as restri~tion of. consumption is concerned. 
I must admtt that, tn these localities measures 
have _been t!'-ken which appear to b~ even too 
dras~tc .. It 1s true that the restrictive measures 
apphed tn the Indies have resulted in a consi
derable de.crease in the legitimate traffic. The 
traffic dunng the year 1923 decreased by about 

so per cent as compared with the. ngures for 
1920 and the figures for 1924 are sttlllower. 
0~ the other hand, various symptoms show 

that, during the . same perio~. illicit traffic 
increased. As soon as such an mcrease becomes 
marked it is desirable to moderate the regime 
applied,' or at least not to apply it more .drastic
ally, so as to avoid driving consumers mto the 
arms of the smugglers. In a large part. of our 
possessions, we apply the system of ltcences 
and rationing of smokers. -It is probable that 
these very restrictions, which are somewhat too 
drastic, and also the excessive increase in 
prices with a view to making purchase difficult, 
have been responsible for the increased acti
vities of the smugglers. These facts prove even 
to laymen with what caution restrictive mea
sures should be applied, the more so since it 
is to be feared that these smugglers might carry 
on a propaganda in favour of even.more noxious 
drugs, such as morphine, cocaine, heroin, etc. 
Smuggling, once it has been organised, nullifies 
the effect of restrictive measures previously 
decreed, destroys respect for the law, and 
inevitably leads to corruption among Customs 
and police au±horities. 

We must, therefore, particularly in large 
centres where prohibition measures could not 
be permanently maintained, take account of 
a real present need for opium which it is the 
duty of the Government to meet, though 
subject to a very strict control. The consump
tion of opium is very strictly controlled. The 
re-export of raw opium or the export of pre
pared opium are absolutely forbidden. Opium 
is not cultivated in the Dutch Indies. lllici t 
re-export is virtually non-existent and the 
supply of raw opium, to be turned into prepared 
opium, is obtained solely by purchase from 
another Government. Therefore, opium does 
not enter into international traffic and the 
problem is hence of a purely internal character. 

Propaganda against the use of opium is 
supported by all means in our power, and carried 
out by instruction in schools, by the distribu
tion of pamphlets and by the exclusion . of 
opium-smokers from all Government services, 
including the army and the navy. 

As regards a system such as that of the gra
dual limitation of imports which is proposed 
by America, it would be absolutely necessary 
first to set up a system of licences and of ration
ing. Otherwise, it would be impossible to pro
vide for a reduction which would affect all 
consumers equally. A licensing system in 
its turn presupposes an absolute Government 
monopoly. I beg to draw your attention to 
the fact that these are the very two measures 
which are to be found as the guiding principles 
in the Agreement arrived at by the First 
Conference- that Agreement which, as Viscount 
Cecil observed with truth, has been too severely 
criticised. It is true that it has not been possible 
to ensure the immediate application of these 
princip~es, in view of the excessive growth of 
smugghng as a result of conditions in the 
countries producing raw opium. 

Provisions were therefore inserted in this 
Agreement which are absolutely indispensable 
to pave the way for measures such as the United 
States. advocate. I would draw the special 
attenhon of the Conference to this fact, which 
proves that, when this Convention was drawn 
up, a real step forward was made all the more 

0 • • , 

so smce 1t IS understood that the object of 

IO-



Article 12 is to complete this Agreement by 
fresh restrictive measures as soon as the smug
gling trade shall have sufficiently decreased. 

From an international point of view, this 
draft Convention contains the maximum that 
can be achieved under present circumstances 
which does not mean a maximum from th~ 
domestic point of view of each of the Contract
ing Parties. For instance, so far as the 
Dutch Indies are concerned, I can give you an 
assurance that, not only shall we strictly observe 
the obligations provided for by this regional 
agreement, but that we shall. go yet further 
in our campaign against this scourge in our 
o~ territories by means of an increasingly 
stnct control. 

A memorandum regarding the policy of the 
Dutch East Indies in respect of opium, which 
contains all information on the action taken 
by my Government in this matter, is at the 
disposal of the members of the Conference. 
I request the Secretariat to be so good as to 
distribute this document. In it you will find 
what a Government, having long experience, 
having continuously studied this question and 
having been guided not by the lure of financial 
gain but by high moral principles, and most 
important of all by commonsense, has accom
plished in its attempt gradually to stamp out 
the opium evil. 

In conclusion, I should like to draw your 
attention to the fact that, in order to achieve 
more speedily the object which was aimed at 
in Article XII of the Agreement drawn up 
by the First Conference, we consider it abso
lutely indispensable that smuggling should be 
reduced to a minimum by measures designed 
forthwith to limit the cultivation of raw opium 
in the producing countries so that there shall 
be no further surplus of the raw material avail
able for export over and above the quantity 
necessary for consumption as authorised by the 
1912 Convention in Chapters II and III. 

Once this limitation has been achieved and 
the producing countries have thus shown that 
they are in a position effectively to control 
production in their territory, the Conference 
referred to in Article XII will, we are sure, have 
no difficulty in coming to an agreement with 
regard to the limitation of imports of raw 
opium intended for the manufacture of pre
pared opium into the territories of the Powers 
represented. 

Finally, I would say that, in my view, this 
is the only way in which the consumption of 

. prepared opium can be abolished within a 
short period. (Applause.) 

The President. : 
Translation : M. Daladier, delegate of 

France, will address the Conference. 

M. Daladiel" (France) : 
Translation: In the name of the Government of 

the Republic, it is my duty to state that Fra~ce 
is firmly resolved ~o carry on the camp~gn 
against dmgs, that IS to say_. I wholly ~ssoc1ate 
myself with the lofty sentiments wh1ch have 
just been enunciated by Viscount Cecil and 
M. Loudon. I also desire to express my sympathy 
with Mr. Porter and his friends of the United 
States delegation who have been high-minded 
enough to undertake a veritable apostolate 
throughout the world, a real crusade against 
the abuse of narcotics. It is also my duty, 

in reply to a question that Viscount Cecil 
did me the honour of asking, to state that the 
French Government is indeed wholly in agree
ment with the views of the British Government 
and of the Dutch Government so far as the 
question of competence is concerned ; we are 
all the more glad to state this since, whatever 
may be said, this Conference has arrived at 
proposals which have been inspired by really 
practical ideas, proposals which I smcerely 
trust will produce most valuable results when 
they are put into practice throughout the world. 

I should also like to take up the thread of 
Viscount Cecil's argument and, more or less 
following the plan that he laid before us, 
acknowledge that narcotics may be divided 
into four classes. First, those which are useful 
for the treatment of the sick. Secondly, 
those which are absorbed in the form of ORium 
and which come under the heading of opium
eating, with regard to which arguments have 
occasionally arisen, some people rt>garding 
it as very harmful, others as the least harmful 
of drug habits, but of which, I think, we may 
say that it cannot be recommended to anyone. 
Thirdly, there is opium for smoking, which 
is undoubtedly dangerous, especially wht>n it 
is smoked by white men, and in any case when 
consumers, without distinction of race, con
tract a habit which becomes inveterate and as 
a result of which they are led to absorb a larger 
dose every day. Lastly, and I personally 
should desire that the Conference be unanimous 
on this point, the fourth category includes 
alkaloids, that is to say, morphine, cocaine, 
heroin, etc., which, whatever may have been 
said on certain occasions, are really by far 
the most dangerous of all narcotic drugs. I 
hope that this point will not be lost sight of 
and that, instead of spending a possibly dispro
portionate amount of time on theoretical dis
cussions. we shall unanimously agree that 
the most imperative duty of this Conference is 
to contrive to prohibit altogether and a!l soon 
as possible - I would wish that it could be 
done to-day - the use of these alkaloids which 
constitute a real scourge, both a dishonour and 
a source of sorrow to humanity. If you 
accept this point of view, I may say that 
our chief object here is to use all means in our 
power to limit the consumption of narcotics aJWI 
particularly of alkaloid!\ to purely medical 
purposes, and to see to it that the consumpton 
of such drugs, apart from medical purposes, be 
totally and effectively prohibited. 

France, as 1 have already had the honour 
to state, is firmly resolved to support all effec
tive and practical measures which may be 
taken with this object in view. 1 may, perhaps, 
be allowed to point out that France, in her 
own territory, produces merely a few hundred 
kilogrammes of cocaine, that 1s to say, merel~ 
the quantity which is absolutely necessary 
for medical purposes, and that she does not 
and never has produced a single gramme of 
drugs for other countries. 1 may perhaps 
also point out that France has adopted a domes
tic legislation which all countries agree in recog
nising as very severe, and if thl're are countries 
where the dmg evil is rampant, France is 
entitled to say that she is in no way responsible 
for it. 

When 1 say this, when I refer to the domestic 
legislation of France, it means that I wholly 
agree with those members, whoever they may 
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be in this assembly, ·'who might hold ~hat this 
legislation is inadeq~ate ; . that I_readtly agree 
to any measures whtch may res'!lt lfl: strengthen
ing such legisl~tion an~ makmg it yet. more 
rigid and drastic. But tf we really destre to 
face the problem, to take a decision based l?n 
exact knowledge, should we not say that. m 
reality the restriction of the use of narcotics, 
under whatever form, the restriction or the 
total abolition of the illicit consumption of 
all narcotics without distinction, is only rell;llY 
practical and possible in so far as productton 
and manufacture have been suppressed or 
totally abolished ? On this point, I should like 
to state that I personally consider, and that 
France considers, that if we limit our effort~ to 
a reduction in the consumption of narcotics, 
we shall be labouring at a task which, in practice, 
is likely to be both vain and illusory. 
0~ this point, speaking candidly of those 

aspects of the problem which interest Fra~ce, 
I should like to prove the statement I have JUSt 
made by submitting the Indo-China problem 
clearly and frankly to the Conference. This 

e problem of the consumption of opium in Indo
China was not touched upon by my honour
able predecessors, doubtless from a feeling 
of discretion to which I should like to pay a 
tribute, but the best tribute I can pay is to 
endeavour to lay the truth openly before you, 
as is fitting when one has the honour of addres
sing an assembly such as this. When laying 
this problem before you, I would beg you in all 
good faith to consider the geographical posi
tion of that country, which only produces a 
small quantity of opium, in mountainous dis
tricts, moreover, on frontiers which_ are inha
bited by half-savage tribes. 

Opium is consumed throughout the whole 
of the country, whereas only very small quan
tities are produced ; the amount necessary for 
consumption must therefore come from foreign 
countries. From the geographical point of 
view, that territory is entirely surrounded by 
countries some of which are producers on a 
very large scale and others are large consumers 
of opium. Whenever an attempt has been made 
in those neighbouring countries to reduce the 
production of opium, a parallel attempt has 
been made to reduce the consumption in that 
territory. I it is my duty to state this, and thus 
in my turn to pay a tribute to the French 
Governor of Indo-China. But the figures are 
even more eloquent than words. In xgo6, the 
Chinese Government issued the decree for
bidding the cultivation of the poppy and, after 
an adm~rable effort made by the Chinese people 
to whtch we must pay this tribute, the 
production of China, whtch previously exceeded 
JO,oO? tons of opium per year, fell in 1917 t<' 1\ 

few kilogrammes. This is an admirable effort 
:.nd a highly successful one. -

What action was then taken by the French 
Government ? What did the Government of 
Indo-China do ? It immediately took steps 
to respo.nd to t~e effort made by China, and 
lndo-Chma, which had previously consumed 
~ore than I25,ooo and even more than IJo,ooo 
ktlogramm~s. found its production at the end 
or t~e penod not even reaching a figure of 
70 kilogrammes. 

We art: determined to increase our efforts 
b~t I bebeve - and it is a question of good 
fa.tth -. that what we are determined to do 
wtth a vtew to first reducing and then abolishing 

the consumption of opium can only have satis
factory results if production also is really 
controlled, suppressed, lim!ted and held in 
check. 

How shall we be able to guard the three thou
sand kilometres of land frontier between Indo
China and countries which are opium producers 
or consumers on· a large scale ? \Vhere could 
we get an army of Customs officials and gen
darmes to hunt down the innumerable armed 
smugglers who will cross the _frontier should 
we in Indo-China make an effort to reduce or 
suppress consumption, .thus pu~ting a high 
premium on the smugghng of optum ? 

This is the question which I ask the Confe
rence to consider in a judicial spirit. If we 
agree on this point, we mu~t contrive to apply 
the two sets of measures side by side - on the 
one hand, restriction of production and manu
facture and, on the other, a simultaneous re
striction of consumption. These are proposals 
which are both concrete, practical and honest. 

I now propose to conclude in my turn with 
a brief written statement : 

"In the name of the French delegation, 
· and as a member of the French Govern

ment, I desire to declare that my country 
is firmly resolved energetically to combat 
the use of drugs of any kind. I think it 
my duty to remind you that it was with 
the support of France that in 1923 the 
League of Nations decided to convene 
here two Conferences, one of representa
tives of States which produce and consume 
opium, and the other of representatives 
of all countries. which may be interested 
in the measures calculated to stamp out 
the drug evil throughout the world. 

"France immediately decided to take 
an active part in the work of these two . 
Conferences. In the First Conference, the_ 
resolutions adopted provide for measures 
of two kinds ; first, measures which show, 
on the part of the Contracting States, a 
very real desire gradually to restrict, and 
as soon as possible altogether to abolish, 
the consumption of opium in their terri
tories ; the second, one of a worldwide 
nature, designed by a very strict regulation 
of trade to prevent any export of the drug, 
or any diversion of supplies into other 
channels, which might prove a danger to 
other countries. In both cases, the French 
Government has given its full consent to 
the provisions adopted. · 

"It is in the same spirit that France is 
participating in the work of this Conference. 
We associate ourselves beforehand with 
all resolutions which may be taken in 
order to control production, manufacture 
and distribution of all drugs in the raw 
state or prepared the use of which is dan
gerous to the human race. France has 
already, on her own initiative, issued at 
home and in the territories under her 
authority a legislation which goes as far 
as possible in this direction. Our regu- _ 
lations are so strict that all dangerous 
substances up to the last gramme are 
kept . in sight. ~thout there being any 
practical posstbtltty of evasion from the 
moment at which they cross our frontier 
until they are delivered to the consumer. 
Should it still appear of advantage t() 

- I2- • 



issue yet stricter regulations giving further 
guarantees, France, I repeat, is already 
prepared. to do so. Our Government does 
not intend to raise any objection to yet 
stricter measures, whether it be a case of 
imports, exports or consumption in so far 
as they apply to our Continental territory 
or to the whole of our possessions outside 
Europe. · 

"So far ao; Indo-China is more particu
larly concerned, although the draft Con
vention prepared by the First Conference 
already meets our point of view, it may 
be of .some use if I add that the French 
Government is firmly resolved to arrive, 
in the shortest possible time, at the COillt 
plete abolition of all consumption of opium. 
In view, however, of the geographical posi
tion of French Indo-China, it is impossible 
for us to state exactly within what period 
of time this happy result will be altogether 
achieved. 

"Indo-China is surrounded by countries 
which produce far more than they them
selves require of opium which is easy to 
sell at a low price. It is therefore abso
lutely essential that the gradual reduction 
and eventual abolition of the consumption 
of opium in Indo-China should be accom
panied by the gradual restriction and event-

ual abolition of the production of the drug in 
the neighbouring countries. The question 
of opium-addiction in Indo-China is neces• 
sarily, to. put it somewhat differently, less 
a question of domestic consumption than 
a question of foreign production. I have 
no doubt that 'all will agree in recognising. 
the consequences of such a state of things 
and in admitting that the French Govern
ment, whatever be its good intentions, is 
obliged to take these practical difficulties 
into account. France reserves the right, 
if .necessary, to move a concrete proposal 
based on these ideas and providing for 
effective and practical measures to put them 
into force." (Applause.) 

The Preelden\ : 
Translation : No other members have aske4 

to speak. I think the reason for this is probably 
that the delegations desire to think over the 
very interesting statements which 'have just 
been made by various delegates. I therefore 
think I shall meet the wishes of the Conference 
by closing the meeting. 

The next meeting will take place to-morrow 
morning at 10.30 a.m. 

The Conference rose at 6.25 p.m. 

-------
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THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA : MOTION 
SUBMITTED BY THE DELEGATION OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : 
CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION. 

The President : 
T1'anslation : Ladies and gentlemen, the 

meeting is open. 
The only item on the agenda of this meeting 

is the continuation of the discussion on the 
motion submitted by the United States dele
gation. 

I declare the discussion open. 
M. Sugimura, delegate of Japan, will address 

the Conference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
T1'anslation : Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen, on behalf of the Japanese delegation, 
I wish to state my views solely on the American 
proposal at present under discussion. 

I have listened with the greatest interest to 
he important statements made by the honour
table delegates of the British Empire, France, 
and the Netherlands, but in the interests of 
clearness, simplicity, and precision I think it 
preferable to refrain from dealing immediately 
with their points of view, to which I shall have 
much pleasure in reverting on another occasion. 

We shall thus obviate all possibility of confusion 
in the discussion. Having said this, I shall 
proceed with my statement. 

I wish to state first of all that I am in favour 
of the American scheme concerning the total 
abolition within ten years of the usc of opium 
for smoking. 

The lessons gained by the experience in Japan, 
however, force me to adopt a passive rather than 
an active attitude. I have the greatest sym
pathy and respect for the American scheme, 
but I am unable to go so far myself as to support 
it with a feeling of conviction and responsibility. 

Moreover, certain points, both fundamental 
and points of form, must be further defined. In 
my opinion, the drafting of Artide 8 of the 
American Suggestions docs not satisfactorily re
flect the real intentions of its author. When 
this has been done, I shall be ready to accept 
the American Suggestions, which are radical 
in its application but reasonable from the point 
of view of the intimate correlation of all the 
measures which have been proposed for carry
ing out our task. 

The method proposed by the American dele
gation has already been applied in various 
countries either with or without success, or 
again with some appearance of success but 
without really satisfactory results, at any 
rate, as far as the neighbouring countries are 
concerned. 

The Japanese Government itself has employed 
a similar method in Kwantung, but I must • 
admit that the results did not justify our hopes. 

Twenty-four years' experience in Formosa 
has shown us that our system is in practice 
excellent. 

As regards ordinary smokers, the method is 
to enforce absolute and complete prohibition 
from the beginning. In the case of inveterate 
smokers, however, we do not lay down any 
definite limit for complete abolition. We grant 
the licence with a daily ration which places these 
smokers under the very strict control of the 
police authorities. In so doing we do not carry 
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out gradual~ ~uppression as it js ordinarily 
understood,. that is to say, by equal stages, 
bu• we obtain,,nevertheless, the same excellent 
result. · • . h 

Twenty-four year.s of persevenng effort ave 
brought about a decrease of over So per cent 
in the number of inveterate smokers. At the 
present time, this number• represents only 
slightly more than I per cent of the total popu
lation. 

Our confidence therefore in the system we 
have established in Formosa is based on con
clusive experiments and undeniable facts. That 
is why it is not at all easy for ug, when our syst~m 
is on the point of attaining the result whtch 
we all desire, to change our methods and apply 
another system which, as far as we are concer
ned, has not given goo_d results. 

Consequently, our attitude tow<~;rds the Ame
rican scheme is bound to be passtve. We can 
neither actively defend this radical system nor 
urg~ other States to accept it. We posse~s 
absolutely no data to ~nable u_s to say ~hat 1t 
is really superior or m practice effective. I 
would venture to add that it will cause us much 
sorrow if we have to sacrifice the fruit. of our 
own efforts for 24 years, efforts of whtch ~he 
Japanese nation is justly proud and whtch 
furnish a striking proof of our success. 

As we are all responsible before the W?rld for 
the effective character of our resolutions, I 
should be glad to learn in as much d~tail as 
possible the methods and measures whtch t~e 
American delegation proposes to apply .m 
order to obtain effective and absolute suppres
sion within ten years. We sho~ld. not be 
~atisfied 'll<ith words ; we should mstst upon 
definite rt'alities. Japan, when once she has 
accepted an international engagement, is accus
tomed to observe it with the utmost sincerity 
and loyalty. 

I shall deal now with the question of substance. 
In obtaining abolition, it is not the act of 

abolition itself which is difficult, but rather the 
conservation of the result obtained and the 
effective maintenance of the new situation so 
happily brought about. Naturally, it is, above 
all, necessary to prevent the habit from claiming 
new victims, particularly among young people. 

But how are we to treat inveterate smokers ? 
That is the Gordian knot; the really vital point 
of the problem. . 
' If appropriate steps are not taken, inveterate 
smokers who are slaves to their vice will go 
abroad and will take refuge in a country in 
which the administrative power does not possess 
sufficient· authority, There are already regret
table examples of this change of habitat, which 
is by no means the same thing as the proposed 
abolition. 

Moreover, if the number of inveterate ~mokers 
is very high in a country, and the adminis-. 
trative authorities weak, contraband is sure 

' to flourish, since intoxication is for these unfor
tunate people a question of .life and death, 
and they will seek by every means and at any 
cost to satisfy their craving. 

Several methods may be considered by which 
the position desired may be obtained : 

(a) We may attempt to cure inveterate 
smokers in special hospitals. This would be 
an e_xcellent method, although it would entail 
constderable expenditure if the addicts were 
very numerous. 

Our own experience has shown that it is 

quite possible in hospitals· to cure invet_erate 
smokers, but as soon as they return to ordmary 
life there is a great tendency ~mong them to 
return to their former bad habtts. 

(b) It is in order to prevent this undesirable 
eventuality that in Formosa the Japanese 
Government has established a system of licences 
and strict daily rationing. This sy~t~m ~as 
made it possible to obtain a gradual dt~mutlon 
of the daily consumption. In ce~am cases, 
and under the influence of appropn_at~ m?ral 
education, there has not o":lY been dtmmuhon, 
but actually· a comp~ete d~sappearance of the 
baneful habit of smokmg opmm. . 

These are the results produced by our sys
tem, in which we feel absolute confidence and of 
which we are justly proud. If, n~w. we are prepa
red to modify these prudent, wtse and effec~t ve 
regulations in order to adopt a very radtcal 
system, we naturally desire a _number ?f further 
details and guarantees. It ts for thts reason 
that we ask for definite explanations and effec
tive guarantees as t? _the met~od in_ which 
we may, in ten years time, obtam radtcal and 
complete abolition. . 

I wish also to draw your attention to the 
exact meaning of the words "gradual and effec
tive suppression", the whole aim of which is 
not only complete suppression, but also a sup
pression carried out by fixed stages. 

In Formosa, we have divided smokers into 
two categories according to the seriousness of 
their condition. In regard to ordinary smokers 
who are able to abandon their wretched habit 
without too much suffering, we applied a system 
of complete and immediate prohibition twenty
five years ago. There only remain, therefore, . 
the inveterate smokers, recognised as such after 
a very careful examination by a Government 
medical officer. In our opinion, these are 
cases for treatment of a medical nature. These 
unfortunate persons are dealt with as medical 
patients. In their case we do not proceed to 
suppress the drug by fixed stages, but we never
theless obtain a good result. 

It is true that nature often follows its course 
and death supervenes ; but in other cases we 
succeed in diminishing the daily ration. In 
exceptional cases the patient is induced to 
abandon the habit of opium-smoking. . 

In my opinion, where only inveterate smokers 
are concerned, the number of which is known 
as well as the amount they consume, the impor
tance of fixing a strict limit for the attainment 
of total abolition and the establishment of 
definite stages is greatly diminished. We should 
not forget that, in the case of ordinary smokers, 
complete abolition has, by our policy, been 
obtained fromt he very beginning. The case we 
are now considering is that of a very small 
proportion of the population, who may be 
likened to sick persons, and whose requirements 
grow less each year. 

The underlying principle of the Hague Con
vention is undoubtedly· progressive and effec
tive suppression, but when we in any way 
advance beyond this principle, we must take 
due account of the sincere and effective efforts 
which have already been made. 

In order to attain the object which the Ame
rican proposals have in view, we require an 
effective and practical system. Is the Ame
rican delegation in favour· of the system of 
licences and rationing, that is to say, immediate. 
abolition in the case of ordinary smokers and 
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an_ annual Io per cent reduction in the case of 
habitual smo)!:ers : or dot's it, on the contrary, 
contemplate a progressive reduction applied 
indiscriminately to ordinary smokers and to 
habitual addicts ?. If we adopt the latter point 
of view, we shall create unfortunate confusion 
and shall even be taking a step backwards. 
Such a system would hardly be in keeping with 
our humanitarian aims. 

Perhaps it is the intention of the American 
delegation to leave all these details to the 
sovereign decision of each Government, which 
would be free to adopt such · measures as 
circumstances warrant. In my opinion, the whole 
fate of the American scheme depends on the 
solution adopted in this respect. Of course, I 
would not venture to insist on my opinion as 
opposed to that of others, but it is important 
for us to obtain a quite definite explanation. 
If our work is .to attain universal success, it 
must be based on clear and definite conceptions 
in which all the Contracting Powers will find 
the necessary reciprocal guarantees both in 
law and in fact. 

I pass now to the question of form. 
Article 8 of the American Suggestions provides 

that : ". . • for a period of ten years beginning 
with the date of ratification of this Convention 
by it (i.e. each Contracting Party) ... " 

From this text it follows that : 
I. The starting-point for the proposed IO 

per cent reduction varies according to the 
country unless the Contracting Parties agree 
to ratify the Convention simultaneously. 

2. The Convention does not apply to terri· 
tories excluded by the Contracting Parties from 
the ratification (see Agreement of the First 
Opium ~nference, Article XIII). This leaves 
a loophole. · 

To sum up, under the formula proposed, it 
hardly seems possible to bring about general 
and simultaneous abolition. I venture there· 
fore to direct your attention to this point. 

Article 'g refers only to.importation. It does 
not include, and hence places no restriction on, 
the manufacture of opium products prepared 
from opium grown by any country withm its 
own territory, although it prohibits the supple· 
menting of any reduction in imports by domes· 
tically produced opium. · 

The word "importation" does not apply to 
traffic between the mother-country and its 
colonies and dominions or to the commercial 
relations which may exist between the latter. 

As I understand the matter, it is the inten· 
tion of the American delegation to abolish 
opium-smoking completely at the end of ten 
years. If this view is correct, some amend
ment is required in the draft as it stands. 

The American Suggestions contain three 
essential provisions : 

(a) The confirmation of the principle 
of absolute and complete abolition ; 

(b) The fixing of a definite period for 
such abolition ; _ 

(c) The fixing of a definite number of 
years for such period. . 

As regards the first provision (a), no Po'Yer 
which is a signatory to the Hague Convention 
has the right to raise objections of any sort 
whatsoever, as the provision in-question merely 
expresses the fundamental principle under· 
lying that Convention. The necessary corollary, 

of the gradual and effective abolition advocated 
at The Hague, is complete and absolute sup
pression. It is not within the power, therefore, 
of either the First or the Second Conference to 
draw up any agreement at variance with this 
principle. '· 

The third provision (c) appears to me to be 
of secondary importance. The period fixed 
might be ten years or any other number of 
years which seems suitable in the circumstances. 

The second provision appears to me to be a 
reasonable one, as the idea of complete -aboli· 
tion would be meaningless unless the question 
of time were. taken into account. It must not 
be forgotten, however, that it constitutes an 
innovation in the Hague Convention, in that it 
fixes a definite uniform period (see Article 6 
of the Hague Convention). 

The suggestion that abolition shall be effected 
within ten years, a suggestion which is ent,rely 
new, constitutes, together with the project 
for the limitation of production, manufacture 
and importation, the vast American scheme 
which is based on the principles underlying 
the Hague Convention and is an effort to hasten 
the realisation of that ideal. All these measures 
form one indivisible whole. It is essential that 
their interdependence should be maintained, 
and that their development should progress 
evenly. It is this interdependence, this soli· 
darity which exists between the various mea· 
sures, that must be borne in mind. If the 
Second Conference reaches the happy results 
aimed at by the American suggestions, the 
First Conference must model its work on that 
of the Second Conference. 

If all the other radical measures contemplated 
in the American scheme are accepted by the 
Second Conference, the Agreement arrived at 
by the First Conference will, it seems to me, be 
at variance with, and will prevent the logical 
execution of, the Agreement reached by the 
Second Conference. It is our bounden duty 
to co-ordinate our work in such a way as to 
produce a harmonious and homogeneous whole. 
With this purpose in view, I now declare that 
we are prepared to sacrifice our present system 
in the mterests of the solidarity of this great 
social work. We are prepared to accept the 
American proposals in order to give the world 
a striking and unmistakable proof of our earnw;t 
desire for international co-operation for the 
welfare of humanity. 

The Agreement reached by the First Conference 
refers especially to Chapter II of the Hague 
Convention, and is concluded as between the 
States most directly concerned. Hence : 

I. It does not constitute any real modi· 
fication of the Convention, as such modi· 
fication would necessitate the consent of 
all the Signatory States. 

2. It is conditional on the said Conven~ 
tion, which implies : 

(a) That it places no obstacle in the 
way of the application of the Convention, 
or of any modifications consistent with 
the fundamental principle underlying it ; 

(b) That, should an Y.discrepancy become 
apparent between the Agreement reached 
by the First Conference and the work of 
the Second Conference, it would be neces· 
sary to co-ordinate and harmonise the two 
in conformity with the fundamental prin
ciple of the 1912 Convention. 



.) have already had occasion to explain how, 
from the legal point of view, each of the Confe
rences is of an independent character, ~ut I m~st 
point out also that, from the· practical pomt 
of \iew, the two form one whole. It was the 
intention of the Powers represented at the 
First Conference to perfect the work done at 
The Hague. I need hardly state that it was 
never their wish in anv guise to place obstacles 
in the way of improVing any provision. of ~he 
1912 Convention. The work of co-ordmahon 
which I now venture to propose would thus 
serve the double purpose of revealing the m~ni
fest good-will of the members of the Fust 
Conference and at the same time of safeguard
ing the legitimate rights of the . other Parties 
signatory to the Hague Conventton. 

Both Opium Conferences have the same pur
pose -to improve and perfect the wo~k begu!' 
at the Hague. If the two Conventions fall 
to satisfy the essential _requirement _of gradual 
and effective suppresston, they will ~ot _be 
in keeping with the spirit which should msp1re 
all our resolutions. This the American dele
gation understood clearly, and is therefore 

c deserving of all praise. It is the moral duty, 
therefore of the Conference to examine with 
the great~st sympathy the point of view of this 
great friendly Power, which is as anxious_ as 
we are to accomplish a work of humamty, 
justice and morality. Should the First Co_nfe
rence find itself unable to accept the Amencan 
scheme, it would be necessary to arrive at a 
compromise which should !lleet t~e pres~nt 
situation and at the same hme be m keepmg 
with justice and equity. 

I have submitted these few remarks simply 
in order to make my attitude perfectly clear, 
to define my responsibility, to- throw as much 
light as possible on the situation, and to show 
the way of future development. I am in 
favour of the American Suggestions, and am 
prepared to accept them in agreement with the 
other delegations. The work to be done forms 
one homogeneous whole, of which the various 
parts are interdependent. One single defect 
may mean the collapse of the whole structure. 
There· must be an absolute balancing of the 
different parts. There must be perfect har
mony and absolute cohesion. Prepared opium 
!Il"Jst be made subject to regulations as strict 
as those which apply to other dangerous drugs. 

It is only right that an attempt should be 
made to put a stop as soon as possible to the 
use of prepared opium, which seriously impedes 
the realisation of our work, our aim being. to 
limit to stri~tly medical and scientific purposes 
the productiOn, manufacture and importation 
of narcotic drugs, to create a Central Board 
for this purpose, and to impose on the Powers 
an obligation to furnish information and esti
mates. 

From the humanitarian point of view, the 
two Conferences are of equal importance as 
steps towards the realisation of the same ideal. 
It is only a united front that can ensure the 
glorious victory towards which all the dele
gations aspire with equal fervour. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : ~he Hon. Stephen Porter, 

delegate of the Umted States of America will 
address the Conference. ' 

Th~ Hon. Stephen Q, Porter (United States of 
Amenca) : 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, the 
delegation from the United States has been at 
Geneva two months and ·three days, and I 
s~ill find myself ,Plead~ng for a hear~ng on the 
most important Item m the suggestiOns made 
by my Government. I rise for the last time 
to ask for a hearing, because it should. ~e per
fectly obvious to al~ of us tha~ the spmt that 
forbids a hearing will never brmg about a suc-
cessful Conference. · 

It has been a source of regret · to me that 
I have not felt it prudent to follow the' usual 
rough-and-tumble method of the body of 
which I have been a member for many years, 
namelv. to speak extemporaneously, for I 
have felt that it was the duty of every delegate 
to Jay before the Conference not only his own 

·judgment but the deliberate and well-thought
out judgment of his colleagues. I have there
fore always followed the rule. of putting our 
arguments into writing so that there would not 
be the slightest doubt about the position of 
the entire delegation. 

I thank the distinguished delegate from Japan 
for the manner in which he has met this situa
tion. I also congratulate Japan upon the 
way in which she has honestly and sincerely 
tried to suppress this ghastly traffic. Japan's 
policy is founded upon the proper principle, 
namely, suppression without regard to revenue. 
As Bishop Brent has so well said, when' it was 
discovered how lucrative a method it is for purp
oses of revenue, Governments easily dissembled 
with themselves and postponed reform inde
finitely. 

It is not our purpose to suggest the methods 
by which this traffic shall be suppressed. We 
are merely asking that a solemn compact 
made between the nations of the world many 
years ago shall be performed. It is not for 
us to say how it shall be dime. Those who 
entered into that compact did so With full 
knowledge of the responsibilities involved, and 
if it were impossible of performance it was known 
then just as well as it is known now. 

The distinguished gentleman from Japan 
knows more about the way of handling this 
situation in a moment than I do in a lifetime, 
and a method which would be effective in Japan 
might be perfectly useless in Hong-Kong or 
Singapore. I desire, therefore, to impress upon 
the Conference that the delegation from the 
United States has not the slightest intention 
of interfering with the method to be used for 
the suppression of this traffic. All we ask 
is that this solemn compact, which means so 
much to mankind, shall be carried out. 

I have not had the opportunity of examining 
closely the record of the speech of the distin
guished delegate of the British Empire, but 
he made one statement that I feel it is my duty, 
in the interest of the people which I represent, to 
challenge at the first opportunity. The state
ment was that the per capita consumption of · 
opium in the United States of America, accord
ing to information which had been furnished 
to him, was greater than that in India. Let 
me read it to you. Speaking of the ill-effects 
of these drugs he said : "It is a terrible social 
e:vil" - I agree with him - "producing phy
sical and moral degradation and I understand 
from the representatives of the United States 
that it is one of the evils which is I will not 
say particularly, but markedly bad in America, 
where it is giving the American Government the 



grea~est anxiety; indeed, I have seen figures 
stat10gthat thecon~umptionof opium per head is 
very much greater 10 America than it is in India 
It is undoubtedly a very terrible thing and though 
it rna~ b~. a~d I think is, less in my own country 
than 1t IS 10 some others, yet wherever it 
exists it. is a very serious evil ; it is of the 
utmos~ Importance that this Conference, what
ever Vlew you may take of its mandate which 
was primarily called . to deal with tlrls evil 
should not be led astray from dealing with it.': 

. Later the same distinguished gentleman said 
"I have learned with great pain, not from what 
has gone on in the Conference, but from what 
has transpired outside, that there is a measure 
of distrust of this nation and of that nation 
and, for all I know, particularly of my own in 
this matter. I earnestly protest against that 
attitude, which does not make for progress 
nor is it of any use whatever. If we want t~ 
get on with this work, we must abandon recri
mination and adopt the policy of co-operation." 
• With. all due respect to the distinguished 
delegate of the British Empire, I must suggest 
that he is hardly practising what he preaches 
when he states that the use of opium in the 
United States of America is greater than in 
India. If he can utter a greater slander against 
any people than that I would like to know what 
it is. 

Now what are the facts? Unfortunately, 
some four or five years ago someone connected 
with our Government issued a semi-official 
report to the effect that the per capita consump

. tion of opium in the United States was 36 
grains per annum. By looking at the figures 
it is perfectly obvious to anyone that the total 
imports for that year were taken and divided 
by the population, without any reduction 
whatever for exports, and for opium that 
passed through the United States. It is said 
that one can never catch up with a falsehood. 
I have been trying to catch up with this one 
for many years. It has been contradicted 
in every manner, shape and form, and I want 
now and for ever to denounce it as a \ile slander 
upon the people of the United States. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) here rose 
to reply. · · · 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States of 
America) : 

Let me just go a step farther ; you will have 
plenty of time to reply. 

Viscount. Cecil (British Empire) : 
I was only going to withdraw my statement. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States of 
America) : 

Let me continue my argument. I do not 
for a moment suggest that you knew it -.yas 
untrue. Far be it from me to suggest anyth10g 

. of that sort, but I do say that it is a r;urious 
fact that advisers did not know that 1t was 
untrue. 

I call your attention to Part I of Document 
O.D.C. I (I) prepared for .t~e Second. Opium 
Conference, in the compos1t10n of -.y~1ch the 
distinguished gentleman from the Bnt1sh E.m
pire, Sir Malcolm Dele;vingne,. took an a~t_1ve 
part. Surely this Conference should be wllhng 
to accept whatever its own record says. That 
document states : "The United States of 
America, estimated requirements, 0.56." · That 

is a little less than 8 grains per capita. "Great 
Britain 0.54." The difference is negligible. 
"Canada 0.58 ; Denmark 0.89 ; Finland o.6 ; 
New Zealand 0.51 ; the Netherlands 0.41," 
showing that the annual per capita consumption 
in the United States of America is practically 
the same as in nearly all the European countries. 
It is to the credit of the Teutonic and Slavic 
races that their annual per capita consumption 
is muchlowerthan ours. Such is the record-a 
record which was prepared for the Opium Ad vi· 
sory Committee, 'of which the distinguished 
delegate from the British Empire, Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne, is an active member. It seems 
strange to me that that statement, that vile 
reflection upon the morals of the people of the 
United States, should have been repeated in 
this Conference, held under the auspices of the 
League of Nations, which many hope. to see 
some day the Parliament of the world. ., 

One other thing. The distinguished dele
gate from the Netherlands requests the figures 
of our seizures in the Philippine Islands for 
the years I923-4· In May 1923 Bishop Brent 
made a speech in which he gave the figures 
for 1920, 1921 and 1922. That is a year and 
a-half ago. If at any time the distinguished 
-gentleman from the Netherlands desired later 
figures he should have asked for them and not 
have waited until the last moment when it is 
impossible to furnish them. 

The purpose of the request is perfectly 
obvious. It is to intimate that we have not 
been successful in the suppression of this 
traffic in the Philippine Islands. We have 
not been completely succes~ful there or in 
the continental United States, and we never 
will be until this traffic is attacked at the 
source. But I would like to remind him of 
this: when the Philippine Islands passed 
into the possession of the United States, the 
smoking of opium was almost as rampan~ as 
it is in any of the possessions of the nations 
which are here to-day defending it. Later on, 
one of our great Presidents, one of our greatest 
Presidents, who is now among the immortals 
of the Republic, Theodore Roosevelt, said that 
it must stop, and it did stop. In 1903 we 
imported 254,000 lbs. of opium, and we had 
revenue from it. We took our loss of revenue, 
but I am happy to say to you that we did· not 
experience an entire loss, for we gained in tl'e · 
gratitude and affection of the Philippine people. 
Let us see the effect. In 1918 the imports 
amounted to approximately 235 lbs ; in 1919 
to 237 lbs ; in 1920 to 150 lbs., and in 1921 
to I92 lbs. · 

I admit that opium does enter the Philippine 
Islands. I wish to say to you, however, that 
we are spending immense sums of money in 
trying to keep it out, but we find it impossible. 
From where does that opium come ? 

I will put the record of the United .States in• 
the Philippines, where we are spendmg great 
sums of money to protect our people - and 
where the pallid face, the hollow eyes, the 
abscesses upon the body caused by the hypo
dermic syringe, which is used by the victims 
of these drugs, are seldom if ever seen - I 
will .put that record before the world beside 
the record of the Netherlands in the 
Netherlands East Indies. 

The distinguished delegate of the British 
Empire has suggested that he is willing to 
withdraw his statement in regard to the per 
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c11pi111 consumption. I did not ask him to do 
so, because I felt he would do it as a mat~er 
of justice to a people many of whom admire 
and respect him to the fullest extent. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I greatly regret that anything I said in my 

speech could be regarded by anyone, and a~ove 
all by the distinguished delegate of the Umted 
States of America, as intended as an attack 

. upon his people or his country. I acce~t abso
lutely of course the figures· he has gwen of 
the c~nsumption' in the United States, and I 
regret that in reading the great mass of pap~rs 
before l;lle I was misled into using figures wh1ch 
are apparently de_void of foundation .. 

I of course Withdraw the allegation abso
lut~ly but I ~sh to say that I did not int:nd 
my re~arks as an allegation against the Umted 
Statts of America or their people. I me~ely 
meant them as an illustration of the ternble 
extent to which, even in so very great, so very 
distinguished and so highly civilised. a country, 
this evil had spread, and to show the Importance 
of dealing with the drug evil as revealed by 

< this state of affairs. 
I withdraw the allegation absolutely, but 

I understand that there is no difference of 
opinion between us as to. the impor~ance of 
dealing with the consumptiOn of herom, mor
phine, etc. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

The motion proposed by the delegation of 
the United States reads as follows : 

"On behalf of the delegation of the 
United States of America, I hereby present 
for the consideration of the Conference 
Chapter II of the suggestions of the United 
States of America, and move that the 
proposals contained in this Chapter be 
referred by the Conference to an appropriate 
Committee for consideration." 

I desire to make it clear that, under this 
motion, the question of the merits of the proposal 
submitted by the delegation of the United States 
regarding the suppression of the traffic in pre
pared opium is not before the Conference. 
The ·only question with which the Conference is 
now to deal is whether we are to be permitted 
to present our suggestions to the Conference 
and whether the Conference will refer them 
to an appropriate Committee where they can 
be considered upon their merits. A favourable 
vote on this motion, therefore, means that the 
Conference will refer Chapter II of our suggestions 
to an appropriate Committee, and does not 
necessarily imply that our proposals will be 
adopted by the Conference. 

I might say, however, that I do not subscribe 
!\> the view that a unanimous vote is necessary 
m order that the Conference may consider the 
question of the suppression of the traffic in 
p~epared opium. On the contrary, it is our 
View that the Conference may, by a majority 
vote, undertake to consider the proposals. 

The distinguished delegate of the British 
E.mpire took occasion yesterday to express the 
View that the British Government could not 
concede that the question of the measures to 
be adopted for the suppression of the traffic in 
prepared opium was within the competence of 
the Second Conference. The question of 

competence has heretofore been discussed at so"?-e 
length, and I shall not, therefore! repeat m 
detail the arguments that we h~ve advanced 
in support of our position. Succmctly stat~d, 
our view is that, under Assembly Resolution 
VI, the present Conferen~e was. ca._lled as a 
means of giving effect to .the pnnc1ples ~ub-

itted by the representatives of the Umted 
States and to the policy whic~ the Leag~e, on 
the recommendation of the AdVIsory Committee, 
has adopted. . . 

Allow me to quote those prmc1ples with 
which you are all familiar : 

"I. If the purpose of the Ha._gue C~n
vention is to be achieved according t~ 1ts 
spirit and true intent, it must be recogmsed 
that the use of opium pro?ucts for othe_r 
than medicinal and scientific purposes 1s 
an abuse and not legitimate. 

"2. In order to prevent the ab.use of 
these drugs, it is necessary to exerc!se t~e 
control of the production of raw op1um m 
such a manner that there will be no surplus 
available for non-medicinal and non-scien
tific purposes." 

It cannot be denied -and the Conference so 
decided in connection with the presentation of 
Article I of our suggestions-that, under the prin
ciples stated, the present Conference may c~>n
sider measures for the control of the productiOn 
of raw opium in such a manner that there will 
be no surplus available for non-medicin~ and 
non-scientific purposes. If the product~<;m of 
raw opium is controlled so that the_r~ Will be 
no surplus available for non-med!cmal and 
non-scientific purposes, it necessanly follows 
that no raw opium shall be produced for the 
manufacture of preFared opium, since all must 
concede that smoking-opium is not used for a 
medicinal or scientific purpose. In Chapter 
II of our suggestions we therefore have fixed 
a definite period after which the use of opium 
for smoking purposes shall no longer be per
mitted. 

So much for the question of competence. 
At best it is only a technical answer, and the 
arguments advanced in its support are not as 
important as the reasons which impel such a 
defence to be offered. Every nation here 
represented can, if it will, agree that the ques
tion of the traffic in prepared opium shall be 
thrown open for discussion. 

The delegate of the British Empire read 
yesterday a declaration on behalf of the British 
Government which, in substance, provides that 
the British Government undertakes that opium
smoking is temporarily . authorised within a 
period of not more than IS years from the 
date on which the effective execution of the 
measures taken by China to suppress the 
growth of the opium poppy has reached such 
a stage as to remove the danger - mark that 
language - of opium-smuggling from China 
into these territories. The question when the 
effective execution of the measures has reached 
the stage referred to shall, it is provided, be 
decided by a Commission to be appointed by 
the Council of the League of Nations, whose 
decision shall be final. Other conditions are 
contained in the proposal, but as I shall dis
cuss them later they need not be referred to 
here. 

While the distinguished delegate from the 

-6 



British ~mpire did not formally present the 
declaration to the Conference for consideration 
which I. very deeply regret, I shall discuss th~ 
declaration as though this had been done, 
as I feel that the Conference is entitled to 
know the attitude of the delegation of the Uni
ted States in the matter. 

On :'- f?rmer occasion I took the opportunity 
. of pomtmg out to the Conference that the 
United States of America and other nations 
have in good faith fulfilled the obligations under
taken under Chapter II of the Hague Conven
t!on ~n~ that t~eY: therefore have the unques
tlonea nght to ms1st that nations which have 
not !ake1_1 th~ steps contemplated by the Con
ventwn hkewtse take measures for the effective 
and progressive suppression of the traffic in 
prepared opium and that such nations do not, 
by supplementary agreements between them
selves or otherwise, weaken the Hague Con
vention in such a manner as to release them
selves directly or indirectly from the fulfilment 
of obligations ttndertaken under that Con
vention. 

A treaty or convention is, in effect, a contract 
between independent States and depends, for 
the most part, for the enforcement of its pro
visions on the honour and the interest of the 
Governments parties thereto. As stated by 
Vattel in his admirable work on the Law of 
Nations (page 229) : 

"Who can doubt that treaties are in the 
number of those things that are to be 
held sacred by nations ? By treaties the 
most important affairs are determined ; 
by them the pretensions of sovereigns are 
regulated ; on them nations are to depend 
for the acknowledgment of their rights 
and the security of their dearest interests. 
Between bodies politic - between sove
reigns who acknowledge no superior on 

· earth - treaties are the only means of 
adjusting their various pretensions - of 
establishing fixed rules of conduct - of 
ascertaining what they are entitled to 
expect and what they have to depend on. 
But treaties are no better than empty 
words if nations do not consider them as 
respectable engagements - as rules which 
are to be inviolably observed by sove
reigns - and held sacred throughout the 
whole earth. 

"The faith of treaties - that firm and 
sincere resolution that invariable 
constancy fulfilling our engagements - of 
which we make profession in a treaty, is 
therefore to be held sacred and inviolable 
between the nations of the earth, whose 
safety and repose it secures ... " 

· As Hyde points out in his recent work 
on International Law (pages 1 and 2, Vol. II) : 

. "The disposition of States to contract 
with each other, and their habitual re
course to such action, have been due to 
a wide perception of the common advan
tage derivable from undertakings to limit 
reciprocally individual freedom of action, 
and to confidence in the efficacy of such 
means to fix restraints not otherwise 
to be. established save by the sword. 

"The number of agreements concluded 
since the beginning of the 19th century 
testifies _to the conviction of statesmen 
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that international· compacts are capable 
of operating as such a deterrent. Because 
there has been found to be a readiness on 
the part of States to acknowledge that an 
obligation of an essentially legal character 
possessing the quality which the law 
familiarly attaches to contracts between 
individuals should be deemed to be- impres
sed upon public international agreements, 
it has proven desirable as well as feasible
for nations to ne-gotiate them. Treaties 
are thus concluded because, in· the mind 
of. the contracting parties, their under
takings are to be performed and because the 
right of non-performance- is given up." 

If a treatv is in effect a contract between 
States, and if the legal rights and obligations 
arising therefrom may generally be regarded 
as analogous to those arising from contr¥ts 
betwe-en individuals, it is clear that the rights 
of nations signatory Ito the Hague Convention 
which have fulfilled their part of the agreement 
and the obligations of those nations which have 
as yet to take measures for the effective and 
progressive suppression of the traffic in prepa
red opium are well defined. 

I shall therefore, with your permission, dis
cuss in some detail the declaration offered on 
behalf of the British Government. 

Paragraph I provides : 

"His Majesty's Government undertakes 
that opium-smoking shall be abolished 
in the British Far Eastern territories in 
which such smoking is temporarily autho
rised, within a period of not more than 
fifteen years from the date on which the 
effective execution of the measures taken 
by China to suppress the growth of the 
opium poppy has reached such a stage as 
to remove the danger of opium-smuggling 
from China into those territories." 

Our objection to the foregoing provision is 
not based upon considerations of a technical 
nature. We are not prepared to accept this 
proposal because we cannot give our assent to 
the principle involved. We cannot admit that 
the obligation to take effective and progres
sive steps for the suppression of the traffic in 
prepared opium which each nation signator~ 
to the Hague Convention undertook to enforce 
can be held in abeyance pending the occurrence 
of an event as uncertain and as in de finite as 
the one suggested by the British 'Government. 
We are of the opinion that the obligation to 
take progressive and effective measures for 
the suppression of the prepared opium traffic 
is a continuous one and cannot even tempo
rarily be arrested. 

May I also invite attention to the subtlety 
of the language used in paragraph I. You 
will note that the period of fifteen years is not • 
to run from the date China has effectively sup
pressed the growth of the poppy but from that 
time when such effective suppression has reach
ed such a stage as to remove the danger of 
opium-smuggling from China into the terri
tories. Is it not a fact that, so long as opium 
is prodm~ed, the danger exists that it will 
enter the illicit traffic ? 

Smuggling is a crime like homicide, like 
burglary, like larceny. Crimes have existed 
for centuries, and it is likely that they will exist 
for centuries to come. To predicate the 



performance of this solemn obligation upon the 
removal of the danger of smuggling puts the 
execution of that obligation so far in the future 
that all of us who are here will have passed on 
and those who come after will have joined us. 
I do not know whether, when we reach the 
Millennium there will be any danger of the com
mission of 'crime, but I fancy it might exist 
even then. 

I want to impress that language upon the 
Conference - "the danger of smuggling remo
ved''. Who is to determine that fact ? We 
are all in danger every moment of our lives ?f 
crime being committed against us. Uncertam 
as is the date when China will be in a position 
to execute effective measures for the suppres
sion of the growth of the opium poppy, still 
more indefinite is the time when these measures 
shall be such as to remove all danger of opium
sm'l'.ggling. 

I may mention a further point, .namely, that 
since the period of fifteen years IS not to run 
until China has taken the steps suggested, 
the effect of the proposal, if adopted, would be 
that if any nation should be desirous of main
taining the traffic in prepared opium for pur
poses of revenue or otherwise it would not 
endeavour to assist China in any way in her 
effort to adopt the measures contemplated, 
but, on the contrary, the incentive would be 
to discourage and even in some cases to throw 
obstacles in the way of China's earnest endea
vours in this direction. 

Paragraph 2 of the proposal provides : 

"As soon as it is established in the manner 
indicated in the following paragraph that 
the effective execution of the said measures 
has reached the stage referred to above, 
the necessary measures will be initiated 
to enable the complete prohibition of 
smoking to be effected at the end of the 
said period." 

This paragraph is indefinite - that "neces
sary measures will be initiated to enable the 
complete prohibition of smoking to be effected 
at the end of the said period". The First 
Conference, after long discussion, was unable 
to come to an agreement with respect to the 
adoption of any measures reasonably calculated 
to accomplish the purpose desired. If the 
B-ritish delegation is in a position to state what 
measures are necessary to accomplish the 
purpose sought for it would seem advisable 
for the sake of clarity to enumerate them in the 
paragraph. 

Paragraph 3 provides : 

"The question when the effective exe
cution of the measures mentioned in para
~aph I has reached the stage referred to 
m tha~ paragraph shall be decided by a 

• Comm1ss1on to be appointed by the Council 
of the League of Nations, whose decision 
shall be final." 

~side from the question of the manner of 
the apJ?oint'!len~ of the Commission, this para
!(Taph 1s ?bJechonable for the reason that it, 
1n effect; 1s an attempt to suspend the perfor
mance of obligations undertaken under the 
~ague Convention until a commission has found 
1t advantageous for such obligations to be 
per:formed. To this principle we cannot sub
scnbe. Mo~e?ver, are we to expect that China 
would be wllhng to permit any commission to 

pass final determination upon the question 
whether the measures adopted by China for 
the suppression of the poppy have reached such 
a stage as to remove the danger of opium
smuggling from China ? 

Paragraph 4 provides : 

"It is understood (x) that, as soon as the 
period of fifteen years referred to in para
graph I has begun to run, opium-smoking by 
persons who are not smokers at that date 
shall forthwith be prohibited." 

I desire you to note that paragraph. 

"(2) That the complete prohibition of 
opium-smoking to be effected by the end 
of the said period of fifteen years is not 
inconsistent with special and temporary 
provisions for persons in whose c.ase it 
is certified by the medical authorities of 
the State concerned that they cannot be 
completely deprived of the drug without 
serious danger to life or health." 

This is a most interesting provision. Jhe 
nations in the territories of which the use of 
prepared opium is still temporarily permitted are 
not to take any steps to prevent any increase 
in the ranks of opium-smokers until the fifteen
year period shall begin to run. We would 
naturally have thought, and certainly we should 
have had the right to expect, that one of the 
first measures to be adopted by the Powers 
after ratification of the Hague Convention would 
have been the enactment of laws or regulations 
to ensure that no new recruits would enter the 
ranks of opium-smokers. 

To our astonishment we find, years after 
the obligation to suppress the traffic in pre
pared opium was undertaken, that we are asked 
to give our assent to a proposal that the Powers 
concerned shall not immediately take steps to 
prevent new recruits entering the ranks of 
opium-smokers, but that . such steps shall not 
be taken until the occurrence of an event as 
uncertain and as indefinite as the day when 
homicide, burglary, larceny and smuggling 
shall cease. It is unnecessary for me to state 
that the delegation of . the United States 
cannot even acquiesce in such a proposal. 

Mr. President, with regard to the provision 
in the second part of paragraph 4 that special 
provision be made for persons who cannot, in 
the opinion of the medical authorities, be com
pletely deprived of the drug without serious 
danger to life or health, we find it unnecessary 
to offer any comment, as this provision is 
dependent upon the acceptance or rejection of 
the preceding four paragraphs. 

While we are aware that large quantities of 
opium are being produced illicitly in China, I 
might state that I am not prepared to accept 
the view that China is alone in her failure to 
fulfil the obligations undertaken under the 
Hague Convention. Even if China is an offender, 
this in itself does not excuse ·the other nations 
from fulfilling their obligations. 

On a former occasion, ·I drew attention to 
the fact that the agreement concluded by. the 
First Conference noted that the increase of the 
smuggling of opium in the greater part of the 
territories of the Far East since the ratification 
of the Hague Convention is hampering greatly 
the accomplishment of the gradual and effec
tive suppression of the traffic. No question 
can arise as to what nation the Governments 
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represented at the First Conference had in 
mmd. It was, of course, China. 

In my remarks just prior to adjournment I 
quoted the following excerpt from a speech 
made by Sir John Jordan: 

"The argument will doubtless be urged 
and urged with perfect good reason that 
the . wi~esp~ead _recrudescence of poppy 
culbvahon m Chma has added immensely 
to the difficulties of the problem. That 
I freely admit, and no one has more reason 
to regret the Chinese relapse than I, who 
devoted ten years of mv life to the work 
of opium suppression. ·But I would ask 
in all earnestness if the fact that China has 
fallen into a state of political disorder is 
sufficient reason for the other Powers to 
evade the ?bligations which they undertook 
under Article 6 of the Hague Convention. 
I do not think so." 

I added that the delegation of the United 
States was in accord with the view of Sir John 
Jordan that the failure of China or any other 
country, through internal disorder or otherwise 
to prevent effectively the illicit traffic in opiu~ 
does not relieve other Powers signatory to 
the Hague Convention from the duty of ful
filling the obligations which they have solemnly 
undertaken. 

In view of the foregoing, I am under the 
necessity of informing the Conference that the 
delegation of the United States cannot give 

~ its approval to the declaration presented by 
the British Government. We cannot admit 
that justification exists for even a tempo
rary suspension of the obligation which rests 
upon every nation signatory .to the Hague 
Convention to take Pffective measures for the 
progressive suppression of the traffic in prepared 
opium. The Hague Convention is clear and 
explicit as to the nature of the obligations 
undertaken, and we are not prepared to forgo 
any right which, under that Convention, we 
are entitled to enjoy. 

The distinguished ·delegate of the British 
Empire also referred in his remarks to the desi
rability of organising a commission of enquiry 
to investigate conditions in the Far East. He 
doubtless had in mind the suggestion offered 
by Sir Malcolm Delevingne just prior to 
the adjournment of the Conference in Decem
ber. 

At the fourteenth meeting of the Conference, 
which was held on Friday, December 12th, 
1924, Sir Malcolm Delevingne stated that the 
British Government had no desire to take up 
an obstructive attitude with regard to the 
question of · prepared opium, and. that . it 
was therefore willing that a small and 1mparbal 
commission of enquiry, on which none of the 
interested Powers would be represented, should 
be appointed by the Council of the League of 
Nations for the purpose of making a thor_ough 
examination into the subject of prepared opmm ; 
that this commission would visit the Far Eastern 
territories in which the use of opium for smoking 
is still permitted - China and the Philippine 
Islands - and would thereupon report to the 
Council as to what further measures, if any, 
could be usefully taken in order to ~ring about 
the effective and gradual suppressiOn of the 
use of opium for smoking which is provided 
for in Chapter II of the Hague Convention. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne added, however, 

that he was not making a formal proposal on 
behalf of the British Government, as the matter 
was not considered one for the Second Confe
rence, but, under instructions from his Govern
ment, he took this opportunity of making known 
the attitude of the British Go,·ernment in the 
matter. 

Objections of a more or less serious nature 
may be made to the organisation of the com
mission, to the nature of the duties which 
it is intended that the commission shall per
form, and to the absence of any assurance that 
the nations the conditions in the territories 
of. which are to be the subject of examination 
wdl take the steps suggested by the Commission 
for the Suppression of the Traffic in Prepared 
Opium. · 

Important as these and other objections of a 
similar character may be, I do not desir~ to 
take the time of the Conference to discuss them 
in detail, as I am under the necessity of stating 
that the delegation of the United States cannot 
accept in principle the proposal offered by the 
British Government. We cannot admit that 
nations which, under the Hague Convention, 
agreed to take measures for the progressive and 
effective suppression of the trafiic in prepared 
opium are now entitled to have a commission 
of enquiry appointed to ascertain whether they 
shall at some future time undertake to perform 
an obligation which they solemnly engaged 
them~elves to carry out more than ten years 
ago. 

During the years which have elapsed since 
the foregoing obligation was undertaken, the 
traffic in prepared opium does not, judging 
from the facts brought to our notice, appear to 
have been progressively and effectively sup

. pressed. That difficulties stand in the way 
of the effective suppression of the traffic we 
are prepared to recognise, but they are not of 
such a character as to render impossible the 
fulfilment of the obligations undertaken under 
the Hague Convention. On the contrary, we 
have the right to assume that the nations, at 
the time when they ratified that Convention, 
understood the nature and extent of the diffi
culties to be encountered. We therefore look 
to them to take measures for the progressive 
and effective suppression of the traffic in pre
pared opium. • 

It may, of course, be urged that circumstances 
or conditions have arisen which could not have 
been foreseen in 1912 or at the time of the rati
fication of the Convention, such as to render it 
extremely difficult for certain nations effectively 
to suppress the use of prepared opium in the 
territories under their jurisdiction. 

Irrespective, however, of any change in con
ditions or circumstances since the ratification 
of the Convention, the performance of obliga
tions by the contracting nations falls squarely • 
within the generally accepted principle of inter
national as well as municipal law that nations 
or individuals, as the case may be, who solemnly 
undertake in an agreement to perform an obli
gation are presumed to know, and if necessary 
to anticipate, any difficulties which, subse
quently arising, may stand in the way of the 
successful accomplishment of the purpose for 
which the agreement was concluded. This 
generally accepted principle needs no argument 
in its support. 

It is stated by Chitty in his work on Contracts 
(page 821) - and by the way I might say in 
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pa_"Sing that in my judgment that is th~ best 
work upon the subject that was ever wntten : 

"And where the contract is to do a thing 
_ which is possible in itself or where it is 
conditional on an event which happens, the 
promiser will be liable for a breach there
of notwithstanding that the occurre_nce 
of an accident or other contingency which, 
although it was not foreseen by or within 
the control of the party, might have been 
provided ag_ainst by his contrac_t, .?as put 
it beyond h1s power to perform It. 

Since the manifest purpose of the commission 
of enquiry proposed by the British Government 
is to investigate conditions in the Far Eastern 
territories with the view to determine what 
measures, if any, the nations concerned may 
take to discharge obligations undertaken a 
nu~ber of years ago, the delegation of the United 
States must, for the reasons heretofore stated, 
withhold its support from the proposal put 
forward bv the British Government. In view 
of the faci that the traffic in prepared opium, 
notwithstanding the obligations undertaken 
under Chapter II of the Hague Convention, does 
not appear to have been effectively and progres
sively suppressed, and in the light of the facts 
disclosed before the First Conference, the 
Government of the United States is strongly 
of the opinion that the time has come to place 
a definite time-limit in. the Convention after 
the expiration of which the use of prepared 
opium throughout the world shall no ·longer 
be permitted. We therefore have inserted in 
Chapter II of our suggestions a provision which, 
if adopted and carried out, will ensure that 
after ten years the traffic in prepared opium 
will no longer exist. 

Recognising, however, the difficulties con
fronting a number of the nations in their desire 
to stamp out effectively the traffic in prepared 
opium, and being as desirous as any Government 
here represented not to maintain an arbitrary 
and obstructive attitude, the delegation of the 
United States is willing to increase from ten 
to fifteen years the period contained in Chapter 
II of the suggestions after the termination of 
which the use of opium for smoking shall not 
be permitted, and to leave entirely to the various 
?overnments concerned the question of the 
mternal measures to be adopted by them in 
carrying out the obligation undertaken. 

Article 8 of our suggestions might therefore 
be amended to read somewhat as follows : 

. "~he Contracting Parties in whose ter
ntones the use of prepared opium is now 
tempora~ily permitted under the Hague 
Convention agree that within fifteen years 
from the ratification of this Convention 
the importation, exportation, sale manu
fa~ture,. distribution, and use of prepared 
?PI!IIII: 1!1 all territories subject to their 
)Unsdichon shall not be permitted." 

We are also ~ot unwilling that the Convention 
shall. r~cognise, an~ if necessary make adequate 
provlSlo~ for, With appropriate safeguards 
persons 1!1 whose case it is certified by compe~ 
tent medical authorities of the State concerned 

that they cannot be completely_ deprived of the 
drug without serious ~anger to life 3;nd health._ 

I desire to apolog~se for speakmg at such 
great length, but I know we all. realise the 
tremendous importance of our duties to these 
unfortunate people, these unfortunate millions of 
fellow human beings. But it means more than 
that : it means much for peace in the world. To 
establish one Jaw for the West to safeguard 
our own homes against these insidious drugs 
and to leave the homes of the Oriental open 
to exploitation is hardly conducive to peace. 
Why should not they be treated as we are 
treated ? Are not their children as near and 
dear to them as ours are to us ? Away with 
this nonsense- one law for the East and another 
for· the West. Make it one law for the whole 
world, and you will take a step that will bring 
the world much nearer the goal that· we all 
hope for, namely, universal peace among the. 
peoples of the world. 

The world is threatened with Bolshevism. 
I have stood up - and I have no objection to 
stating it here - and opposed the recognition 
by the United States of the Government of 
Russia, not so much on account of my own 
country but because I appreciate the danger 
to Europe of the recognition of Russia. I 
realise that it would put in the hands of the 
Bolsheviks a propaganda that might do gre~t 
harm. Yes, if we fail at this Conference we 
put into their hands a propaganda for use in 
the Far East that will do irreparable injury to 
the peace of the world. 

I have spoken much longer than I intended 
and I hope you will pardon me, but I have spoken 
from the heart. I have been interested in this 
matter for a long time, and that interest will 
never cease. We were cursed in America for 
over a century and a-half by human slavery. 
It took a great war that almost destroyed our 
Republic to suppress it. 

Opium is only another form of slavery, and 
may .I not say that it is the worst form, because 
the master who owned slaves had a financial inte
rest in their physical welfare and they at least 
received good care. John Brown, with a few 
followers, left the State of Kansas in the late 
fifties in a hopeless effort to suppress human 
slavery. He was captured at Harper's Ferry, 
Virginia ; he was tried and hanged ; and 
a poetess, writing of his cause, said : "Right is 
ever upon the scaffold ; wrong is ever upon 
the throne". Why cannot we dedicate our
selves here and now to reverse the order and 
put right upon the throne and wrong upon the 
scaffold ? (Applause.) 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I desire to· speak later in this discussion 

to-day. 

The President 
Translation : · There are still fou~ speakers 

on my list. 
The discussion will be continued at this 

afternoon's meeting, which will be held at 
4 p.m. 

The Conference rose at I.JO p.m. 
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meeting is open. 
I call upon Mr. Clayton, the delegate of 

India, to speak. 

Mr. Clayton (India) :. 
Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, we 

heard during the debate which took place 
before the adjournment a good deal about 
idealism. I for one do not complain of that, 
for one must remember all that this movement 
for the suppression of opium o,wes to the 
enthusiasm and inspiration of idealists, among 
whom. I desire to mention Bishop Brent. 

But, Sir, it occurs to me, and it has occurred 
to me throughout this debate, that we are 
here as practical administrators. If we are 
not ourselves practical administrators, H is 
our duty to produce something which practical 
administrators can carry out, and, from the 
point of view of a practical administrator, I 
venture to suggest that idealism pure and simple 
.is but a poor guide and, ifimplicitlyreliedupon, 

is likely to become a will-o' -the-wisp, which 
will lead us all into a morass. 

There is a higher quality than idealism for 
this workaday world - I mean statesmanship. 
That is a quality which has been defined by 
a great English publicist in the following 
words : "Idealism without illusions, and real
ism with faith." It is in the spirit of that 
quality that I would ask this Conference to 
consider the question which is now before it. 

In a former speech made during this same 
debate, I ventured to put forward certain juri
dical arguments which seemed to me to be 
apposite and satisfactory. I do not propose 
to repeat them now, but I desire to affirm them. 
I wish at the same time to say that I have lis
tened to the arguments on the other side which 
were reaffirmed this morning, but they appear 
to me to have no more validity than they 
appeared to have when they were first uttered. 

I do not wish, however, to deal with juridical 
arguments, for I realise that there are many dele
gates present in this room who are impatient 
of them. They did not come here to be stopped 
in their enquiry ; they came here to do some
thing, to take any practical step which they 
may think advisable for the advancement of the 
cause which they have at heart, and when the 
representative of India, or any other delegate, 
rises in his place and pleads the question of 
competence, they regard him as a man who 
stands with his back against a closed door and. 
refuses to allow them to enter. They draw 
the conclusion that because the door is closed 
there must be something hidden behind that 
closed door, something unfit for disclosure. 

If any member of this Conference, during the 
earlier part of this debate, has ever had any 
such thought, surely his fears must have been dis
sipated after hearing the speeches made yester
day. Could there be anything more open and 
straightforward than the explanations which 
were then given ? If those explanations are 
not satisfactory, I feel certain that members 
have only to ask for more details and the fullest 
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possible explanations will be given by every 
dt'iegation concerned. . 

India is not closely affected by the m?tlon 
now before the Conference. In most provmces 
in India,' smoking is regarded as a vice, and is 
practically non-existent. In Burma •. all smoke~s 
are now registered and every poss1ble step. IS 
being taken to eradicate smoking .. As India, 
however, is the country from. wh1ch s~veral 
other Governments derive the1r supphes of 
opium for smoking purposes, I think it ri.ght 
to say a word or two - the fewes~ .poss1ble 
words in view of the speech of the Bntlsh dele-. 
gate yesterday - as to the Indian position. 

The Indian Government claims that, so far 
as the opium produced within its borde~s is 
·concerned India is absolutely watertight. 
Only in 'infinitesimal quantities can Indian 
opium escape its close internal control. Exports 
are only sent to Governments which wan~ them, 
and only in the amounts covered by Import . 
certificates, and the Indian Government further 
reserves to itself the right to refuse exports, 
even on a certificate, if it is not satisfied as 
to the demands. The Government of India 
is prepared to stop exports as soon as the import
ing countries cease to requi~e them .. 

We claim that our system 1s watertight even 
as regards contraband. As far as drugs are 
concerned, we have this extra evidence to 
support that view. In the first place, as Vis
count Cecil pointed out yesterday; the use of 
Indian opium for the manufacture of drugs is 
not, under existing circumstances, a commercial 
proposition. Secondly, so far as the Govern-

. ment of India is aware, no seizures of Indian 
opium have been effected in the contraband 
trade. 

Having briefly dt'scribed the Indian position, 
I now wish to address you on the question before 
the Conference. I ask you to look at the facts, 
and in what I am· going to say I wish to make 
it clear that I am not addressing the delega
tions of those Governments which have repre
sentatives upon the Advisory Committee on 
the traffic in Opium and other Dangerous 
Drugs. They know the facts, or could know 
them. There are other delegations who have 
come here, however, whose Governments are 
not closely concerned with the very intricate 
r.nd difficult question of opium, and who have 
come here with open minds, anxious to learn the 
truth, and, I venture to say, perfectly ready to 
support any course which may be proved to 
th~m to be ~he r!ght one. To them I say: Lay 
as1de vour lllus10ns, and face the facts with 
faith ! · 

If we are going to face the facts, what is the 
~ain one ~hich overshad?w~ the whole ques
tion of opmm ? Surely 1t 1s the question of 
contraband. Contraband dominated the· First 

' Conference, and, if. we consider the matter 
aright, it seems to me that it equally dominates 
t~e Second. East and West, it is the same. 
\\e have heard from the delegation of the Uni
ted States what a serious trouble to its adminis
tration is the qut'stion of contraband. I was 
talking the other day to the delegate of Canada 
anrl he spoke to me of the enormous sums of 
money which the Canadian Government has 
to spend on the prevention of contraband. If 
Wt'. cross the Pacific to China, we find that 
Ch1na h~ its difficulties as regards contraband 
production ~nd also its difficulties as regards 
contraband 1mports. A few words spoken by 

' . 
the deiegate for Japan this morning. indicate 
that Japan, in spite of ht'r success !n ma!ly 
fields is not altogetht'r free from the d1fficult1es 
of ~~ntraband ... As regards the Philippines, 
we have heard from Bishop Brent of the diffi
culties in that field. Moving nearer ~o my 
own country, and coming to Indo-Chma, I 
would refer you to the speech of the French 
delegate yesterday. · 

Let us now pass to India. It is true that, in 
India proper, our system prevents contraband, 
except to an infinitesimal extent, as regards 
our locally grown opium, but it is not s.o with 
regard to imported drugs. The problem m that 
respect is serious. In Burma, where we have 
a long land-frontier, the problem of contraband 
is also great. ~ 

I shall not delay the Conference further. You 
might take almost any country in the world and 
find that all of them (except, I think, one or 
two happy countries in South America, whose 
representatives assured us before the adjourn
ment that they had no such trouble) have 
difficulties in regard to contraband. Those 
countries in South America apart, the whole 
world groans under this trouble. 

It seems to me, therefore, that it is really a 
matter of very small importance whether our 
agenda was restricted by the convening autho
rity or not, for, whether or not it was so res
tricted, it is definitely and most absolutely 
restricted for us by the facts of the case. We 
have to deal with contraband, and only when 
we have dealt with contraband can we possibly 
deal with domestic consumption or any other 
such subject. 

I put it to this ConferencE" again that it is 
impossible effectively to deal with domestic 
consumption until contraband is controlled.· 
What does that mean ? It means that the 
primary duty of this Conference is to make 
every country watertight against contraband, 
either proceeding from within or entering from 
without. If we can do that, the Second Opium 
Conference will have succeeded. If we do 
not do that, it will have failed, whether it 
leads to any number of recommendations that 
we should do this, that or the . other in ten 
years or not. 

The engagements undertaken by the various 
countries under the present Hague Convention 
seem to me to be perfectly adequate. I will 
not accept in respect of my own country, 
and I venture to think that there is no repre
sentative of any country here who will accept 
in respect of his, that those engagements 
are not being fulfilled. The obligations that 
we have undertaken are, as regards internal 
matters, that we shall control our production 
and our consumption and that we shall prevent 
abuses ; as regards external matters, that we 
shall prevent exports adversely affecting other 
countries. I put it to the Conference that, 
if one had to describe the real effect of the Hague 
Convention in one sentence, it could not be 
described more effectively than I have just 
done. · 

All countries have been endeavouring, not 
necessarily for many years- the obligation has 
only been on them since the ratification of the 
Hague Convention - to apply these principles. 
Some countries began to apply them a long time 
before that Convention was ratified ; India 

· be&an 1.12 years ago. At any rate, since the 
ratification of the Hague Convention, all 
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~ount!ie~ have been engaged in trying to apply 
1ts pnnc1ples. What has been the difficulty ? 
In every case the question of contraband has 
been in the way. It appears to me that, in 
order to make every country watertight, it 
is our duty, as I have said, to improve our 
international machinery so as to enable in 
all cases the exporting and the importing 
country to co-operate for the purpose of making 
each other watertight. 

I wish to be quite frank with this Conference 
~nd t~e~e.fore, in gi~ng .a.n example of th; 
1mposs1bll1ty of reducmg consumption before 
the control of contraband, I propose to take 
that province of India which I know best and 
in which I have myself spent twenty-six years. 
I do not know if the members of the Confe
rence are aware of it, but we pride ourselves in 
Burma on our opium administration. We have 
a system of rationing and registration which we 
regard as very successful, and we have recently 
started a special system for the registration of 
smokers. 

In 1917-1918 our licit opium consumption 
was 40,000 kilogrammes. We reckon our illicit 
traffic on the basis of ten times the amount of 
seizures. I think that this is an accepted cal
culation. In 1917-1918, on that basis, our 
illicit consumption was 8,ooo kilogrammes, 
the total opium in the province being 48,ooo 
kilogrammes. In 1917-1918, as the Conference 
is aware, the situation across our borders was 
satisfactory. In 1923, as a result of five years' 
hard work, the licit consumption was reduced 
to 32,000 kilogrammes. We .might readily 
.claim that such a result was ·extraordinarily 
satisfactory, representing as it does a reduction 
by one-fifth in five years. But meanwhile our 
seizures increased. We reckon that the illicit 
trade in 1923 had risen to 36,ooo kilogrammes, 
making our total consumption 68,ooo kilo
grammes. Where was the advantage of our 
reduction ? The control was as good as it had 
been before, but the difference was in the 
leakage across our borders. . 
. Let me put another case, perhaps a more 
simple one and one which, possibly, may appeal 
to Mr. Porter. Suppose that I am interested 
in fishing and lease a river. I then find that 
the stock of fish is gravely depleted partly 
because the previous owner brought many 
friends to fish and partly because the local people 
helped themselves at night. I suggest that I 
should not first take the step of reducing the 
invitations to my friends, but that I should 
first deal with the illicit fishing, with the poach
ing, with the contraband. I think that all 
members of the Conference will agree that they 
would do the same. In the case of opium as 
of the fish, the contraband must be our first 
aim. 

There is a further point. The proposal of 
the United States raises the question of .the 
right of each country to control its own domes
tic consumption. In that regard I have o~ly 
this to say : · the exclusion of internal affairs 
from international intervention is a cacdinal 
principle in the Hague Convention, and I ven
ture to think it is also a cardinal principle of 
the League of Nations. That principle has been 
reaffirmed in this Conference by several Sub
Committes and I think that, in the ordinary 
sphere of the world's politics, it has no grea~er, 
no stronger supporter than. th': great nation 
rom which Mr. Porter and h1s fnends come and 

which they represent so · successfully in our 
midst. 

When, therefore, the delegation oft he United 
States comes here and asks that we shall inter
fere with domestic consumption and turn aside 
from our real duty - that of controlling inter
national contraband - I can only say that, 
although I respect its idealism and appreciate 
its enthusiasm, I feel bound to suggest that 
its idealism is still tinged with illusion and that 
it has not yet learned to face the facts with 
faith. 

Some seven weeks ago, this same question of 
competence was debated here with reference 
to another proposal. The view I urged then 
as to the authority which was alone empowered 
to decide the question, I venture to urge now, 
When an international conference is unanimous, 
it may legitimately enlarge its agenda. When 
it is not unanimous, the only authority wltich 
has the power to decide what matters do or 
do not fall within the purposes for which that 
Conference was summoned is, surely, the Pre
sident ; the more so when, like you, Sir, the 
President comes to us as theuniversallyhonoured 
and acclaimed !nominee of our convening 
authority. 

On the last occasion you did, indeed, put 
the question to the Conference ; but before 
doing so you announced your own decision and 
it was clear that many delegates held the same 
view as the Indian delegation and regarded 
your finding, Sir, as decisive. On that occa
sion, moreover, no opportunity was given for the 
discussion of the practical merits oftheproposal . 
You, however, found that the juridical argu
ments and the practical arguments coincided, 
though in a manner hostile to the contention of 
my delegation, and you decided accordingly. 
That decision, for the purposes of this Confe
rence and its discussions, the Government of 
India has accepted. 

On the present occasion, another method has 
been adopted. The door to the discussion of 
the practical merits of the proposal has been 
thrown open and you, Sir, were in a position 
to judge, with the fullest knowledge, the facts 
of the case from every point of view. I venture 
to think once more that, not only in your 
opinion but in the opinion of every delegation 
present, the juridical arguments and the pra~ 
tical arguments will be found to coincide. 
May I express the hope that the delegation of 
the United States of America may recognise 
this fact ? It has secured the full discussion 
of its proposal. If itS case has not yet been 
fully presented, it has still an opportunity 
to fill all the gaps it may wish to fill. It has 
obtained the fullest explanations - explana
tions which I hope it will find satisfactory when 
it has had time to read the speeches delivered 
yesterday. If any further explanations are. 
desired, I feel sure that they will be given as 
readily as possible. I ask the United States 
delegation, Will it not now be satisfied and 
consent to withdraw its proposal ? 

If, however, it cannot see its way to take~this 
course, it Will remain again for you, Sir, to 
take the decision. We know that it will be 
given in a spirit of the highest statesmanship 
and we trust that it will be one which can be 
accepted, not with abstentions, not with the 
oppositions of a few or of a minority, however 
small, but with the unanimous approval of 
all the delegations present. 
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The President : 
Translation : M. Sze, delegate of China, will 

address the Conference. 

M. Sze (China) : · 
Mr. President and members of the Conference, 

before I address you I wish to ask your per
mission to preface what I have to say by one 
or two remarks. 

First of all members of the Conference, I 
wish to assur~ you that I freat you all alike, 
whether you are among those who only came 
yesterday or are among those who were here 
at the beginning of the Conference, or among 
those with whom I had the pleasure of working at 
the First Conference. I treat you all alike. 
•We are all on an equal footing; we are all 
plenipotentiaries. . 

Secondly, I wish to make a rema-r:k which I 
had the honour of making in the F1rst Confe
rence. Remarks were made here yesterday, 
and there have been others to-day, which refer 
to my country · in some of them the name of 
my country w;s specifically mentioned and in 
others there were insiouations. 

"1 do not propose to-day for various reasons 
to take issue with regard to those remarks or 
to correct them. My first reason is that the 
statement which I am about to read to you, 
particularly with reference to the subject now 
before us, is sufficiently long, and I do not 
wish to take up too much of your time by other 
matters. Secondly, some of the remarks were 
so absurd, so manifestly absurd, that it would 
reflect on your intelligence if I were to take up 
your time by telling you that they are wrong . 
This is obvious from the facts of the case. 
Therefore I shall not deal with those remarks. 

I have already taken up the time of the First 
Conference on this· issue, and the falsity of 
these allegations has been . explained to it 
and no challenge has been made as to their 
disproof either by members of the First Confe
rence or by anybody else. Since that time, 
no lady or gentleman, whether a newcomer or 
an old member, has pointed out to me that 
I was wrong. I shall therefore content myself 
by at once reading to you the paper that I 
have prepared. 

Mr. President and members of the Confe
tence, I shall not conceal the concern that I 
felt when, four weeks ago, this Conference found 
itself compelled to adjourn in order to prevent 
a confession upon its part of its inability to 
effect the purpose for which it had been con
vened. Now that we have been again convened, 
my con~ern has been deepened by reason of the 
declaratiOns that have been made by certain 
of the delegations, and especially by that of 
the British Empire. . 

.In the address that was made yeste-rday by 
' \~1scount Cecil, the chief of the British delega

bon, a number of assertions were made the 
correctness of which might easily be challenged ; 
but I shall not now take up the time of the Con
ference by dealing with them, since I am anxious 
to keep our discussion above the level of dis
p~table mattt"rs of fact, and to have it deal 
~th broader and more fundamental issues. 
\\~en I ~orne to deal with the speci fie proposal 
w_h1ch VIscount Cecil has made on behalf of 
h1s G?vernment, I shall likewise consider its 
essentJ~I character rather than its accidental 
or speCific features. 

Before doing this, ·however, I wish to express 

personally and on behalf of my Government and 
people, my and their ~ppreciati?n of the state
ment of His Lordship that h1s Government 
accepts with full confidence in their sincerity 
the assurances that the Chinese delegation has 
given that the Chi~ese Government ~11. ':lot 
depart from its pohcy of absolu~e prohibi~IOn 
of the production a~d consu~~twn of op~um 
in China save for stnctly med1cmal and scien
tific purposes, and that. when its authority 
is again completely estabhsh~d throughout the 
provinces it will, as one of Its firs~ meas~r~s, 
take effective steps, to the extent of Its admmis
trative and executive power, to bring to an 
end that production and consumption of opium 
within China which, though illegal under 
Chinese law, the Government is now not able 
to suppress. 

The proposal presented by Viscount Cecil on 
behalf of the British Government is in effect a 
proposal that the obligation unqualifiedly 
assumed by the Powers in Chapter II of the 
Hague Convention shall be transformed into a 
conditional and contingent one. 

These Powers, which still legalise the use of 
prepared opium within their several territories 
or possessions, obtain their opium for this use 
from abroad. If we examine the purpose espe
cially enumerated by the League of Nations, 
for the attainment of which we were invited 
to assemble at Geneva, it is found that one 
of them is "the conclusion of an agreement as 
to the measures for giving effective application 
in the Far East· to Part II of the (Hague) 
Convention and as to a reduction of the amount 
of raw opium to be imported for the purpose 
of smoking in those territories where it is tem
porarily continued". 

In the face of this admonition, contained 
in the resolutions of the Assembly, and which 
furnishes us with the official basis for our work, 
we are now asked to weaken rather than to 
strengthen the obligations which the Powers 
solemnly assumed when they signed and ratified 
the Hague Convention ; to avoid the exe
cution of an obligation unqualified in its terms, 
and in its place to assume an obligation the 
fulfilment of which is to be dependent upon the 
coming into existence of certain conditions in 
another country. Convened to do a certain 
thing, we are asked to do the opposite. In
stead of proposing measures which will give 
effective application to the obligations assumed 
by the Powers in Chapter II of the Hague 
Convention, it is proposed that we shall impair 
and weaken those obligations. 

For these reasons, fundamental in their 
nature, and relating directly to the sanctity 
of international contracts, the Chinese dele
gation is constrained to express its dissent from 
the proposal which the delegation of the British 
Empire has presented. This opposition is thus 
in no wise based upon a fear that the Govern
ment of China will not be able, within the near 
future, to bring to an end within its borders 
the present production and consumption of 
opium, which are ille-gal under the Chinese law. 
On the contrary, the rapidly rising tide of anti
opium public opinion in China gives assurance 
that this can and will be done. What the 
Chinese delegation does object to - and it is 
convinced that the other delegations will also 
object - is that an unqualified obligation shall 
be transmuted into a conditional or contingent 
one and thus authorisation given by this 



Conference to a retreat from, instead of an 
advance towards, that goal which we are striving 
to reach. · 

It would be difficult,. if not impossible to 
explain our action before the world should we 
take. such a ~ackward step. In China it would 
be difficult, mdeed I may say that it would be 
impossi~le, to explain and justify such action. 
The Chmese people, who fully appreciate the 
opium evils wh!ch now so unfortunately beset 
them, though discouraged by the failure upon 
the part of the Powers with Far Eastern pos
sessions to take effective steps to suppress the 
smoking of opium by the thousands and hundreds 
of t~ousands of Chine~e who dwell in these pos
sessiOns, have had their hopes again raised by 
the convening of the two Conferences at Geneva. 

If it shall appear from the attitude taken 
by these Western Powers at this Conference 
that,. so far from un~er~aking ~o· take steps 
to bnng to an end, Withm a bnef or definite 

· p~ri~d of y~ars, the legalised ~mokin_g of opium 
Wlthm their several possessiOns, 1t is their 
desire to postpone to an indefinite date such 
a suppression, my people will be greatly 
shocked. . 

These Powers have repeatt>dly declared their 
· desire to give to China such aid as they properly 
can in order to enable her to correct the opium 
evils which now afflict her. If this aid is to 
be given, Mr. President, it should be given now 
and not at some uncertain date. This present 
aid, which China eagerly desirt>s, can be given 
in its most effective and, possibly, its only 
wholly acceptable form by action upon the 
part of the Powers so to control the manufac
ture and exportation of narcotic drugs that an 
end will be put to the contraband trade in those 
drugs and therefore to the flood of illicit mor
phine, heroin and cocaine which is now enter
ing China and doing such dire damage to her 
people, and by action upon the part of the 
Powers which have Far Eastern possessions 
which will bring to an early termination the 
traffic in prepared opium - a traffic which 
especially affects, and, in some cases, exclu
sively affects, the Chinese residents in those 
possessions. 

My delegation, Mr. President, has not attemp
ted to deny the existence of contraband trade 
in opium, some of which opium, though by no 
means all of it, is of Chinese origin ; nor has 
my delegation sought to assert that this illicit 
trade has not increased the task of progres
sively reducing the licit traffic in those posses
sions in which the use of prepared opium is still 
permitted by law. But what the Chinese del~
gation has objected to has been the magm
fication of the extent of this illicit trade, and 
the bringing forward of its existence by the 
Powers as a reason why they should be released 
from the performance of the solemn interna
tional obligation which they assumed when they 
signed or gave thei.r adherence to ~he Hague 
Convention. Especially does the Chmese dele
gation object to this atte~pt to evad~ a c<?ntrac
tual obligation upon th1s ground m v1ew of 
the fact that the Governments concerned have 
made no serious attempt to demonstrate that 
they have themselves made every effort that 
is reasonably possible to check that contraband 
trade. 

But, however that may be, and it i~ t~ ~ 
admitted that it is a matter upon wh1ch 1t 1s 
impossible to speak with precision, it is not 
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proper that the· Powers which still permit the 
use of prepared opium in their Far Eastern 
possessions should seek to excuse themselves 
from doing what they can to reduce this use 
within these territories because of unsatisfactory 
conditions that prevail in China. There has 
already been quoted to vou the statement of 
Sir John Jordan, to the effect that he could not 
believe that the Powers of the West would be 
willing to shelter themselves behind the plea 
that they were aMolved from performing their 
part of the obligations assumed by them under the 
Hague Convention because of disordered condi
tions in countries like China, Persia and Turkey. 

Mr. President, I do not desire to-day to 
quote to you and the members of the Confe
rence too many passages from the Minutes of 
the Advisory Committee, but in view of the 
fact that some members joined this Confert>.,nce 
late and have not had the time to consult 
those Minutes perhaps I might be permitted 
to quote one only. 

I am going to quote a passage from the Minutes 
of the fourth session of that Committee, page 41: 

"Sir John Jordan, "replying to Mr. Camp
bell's remarks at the previous meeting, said 
that he had no intention of criticising the 
internal administration of the opium pro
blem in India. Mr. Campbell had assured 
the Committee once more that the Indian 
Government would never undertake the 
suppression of opium in India. The Assembly 
had sanctioned this decision, and he did 
not desire to question its wisdom. He 
only referred to India as a producing and 
exporting country. Turkey, Persia and 
India were the three principal producing and 
exporting countries. He hoped that both 
Turkey and Persia would be represented 
at the next session of the Committee, and 
he suggested that the thrt>e countries might 
come to an understanding to reduce pro
portionally their present exports of opium 
to the Far Eastern possessions of European 
Powers. His suggestion struck at the root 
of the whole question, i.e., at production. 
The Committee had always interpreted the 
Hague Convention in the sense that that 
instrument placed no limitation on the 
production of raw opium, while another elf 
its clauses provided for the gradual and 
effective suppression of prepared opium. 
India or Persia could not, under the terms 
of the Convention, export prepared opium, 
but they could export without limit raw 
opium to Ceylon, Singapore, or to any other 
place, where it was all converted into pre
pared opium. This was, in his opinion, an 
absurd position. There seemed to be a 
joker in the Convention pack of cards. For 
this reason, he had frequently impressed • 
upon the Committee that the limitation 
of production was the only real solution. 

"Mr. Campbell had shown that there had 
been a reduction of exports to two out of 
seven or eight Far Eastern possessions. 
In Singapore, on the other hand, there had 
been an increase in the years 1918-1920. 
Since 1918, the consumption in the Fede
rated Malay States had remained constant. 
It was the same in Siam. The reduction 
in Hong-Kong was more apparent than 
real, since Indian opium had there been 
supplanted to some extent by Chinese 



opium, and Persian opium had elsewhere 
taken the place of Indian. . 

"It was quite true that the Indian Govern
ment did not export a single ounce of 
opium to a country which did not ask for 
it. The Committee, however, must ~emem
ber that the Far Eastern possessions of 
European Powers were not in the position 
of self-governing countries. They we!e 
Crown colonies ruled by Governments m 
Europe, arid the responsibility for what 
happened attached to those Governments. 
This reponsibility was all the greater 
because the people concerned were not 
nationals of the countries holding Far 
Eastern possessions but w~re Chin~se settlers 
who carried back the hab1t to Chma. 

"One thing was quite clear : whatever 
, the amount of opium produced it would all 

be consumed. The amount produced was 
the amount consumed, and unless produc
tion was reduced the problem would never 
be solved. His opinion was based on expe
rience. He had dealt with the problem 
in China for ten years from 1907-1917. 

- In China, during "that period, the question 
had been attacked from the standpoint of 
production. Consumption had been consi
dered a secondary question. The Com
mittee had reversed this procedure. For 
ten years production was gradually reduced 
in China, and had been, in the end, prac
tically suppressed. Despite the present 
very disturbed state in China, most of the 
reform which had been accomplished by 
1917 still remained. The International 
Opium Association at Peking went so far 
as to say nine-tenths of it. In his own 
opinion, at least . three-quarters of it 
remained. The reduction, therefore, in 
China was far greater in proportion than the 
reduction in the Eastern possessions of 
other Powers, and that meant that the 
overseas Chinese - that was, the Chinese 
living under Western rule - were in a 
far worse position as regards opium than 
the Chinese living in their own country. 
This was not to the credit of the Western 
countries concerned." 

'' Such are the words of Sir John Jordan. 
So much for the plea of confession and 

avoidance which the British delegation has 
presented. 

The United States delegation, as you have · 
heard, has sought to meet, as far as possible 
the wishes of the Governments of the Power~ 
with Far Eastern possessions by agreeing to 
modify_ its original proposal to the extent of 
ext~nding _from ten to fifteen years the period 

. dunng wh1_ch those Po~ers are to bring about 
that effective s~ppress10n of the legalised use 
of prepared opmm which is promised in the 
Hague Convention. To such a liberal proposi
tion as this there would seem to be no reasonable 
ground for objection, and I urge, in the most 
S?lemn manner, that it be accepted. The pos
Sible co~sequ~nces of a rejection of it will be 
most senous m character, and of these possible 
consequences I feel constrained to speak. 

The general problem with which this Confe
rence has to _de~l would be one of great impor
tance even If 1~ were regarded simply as a 
matter of sec_unng a more effective regulation 
of the traffic m narcotic drugs and the control 

of the production of the raw material out ·of 
which these drugs are manufactured. But, 
when viewed in its larger aspects, the problem 
is seen to be a far greater one, !or, by neces~ity, 
it involves the great question whether the 
Governments of the world have reached that 
degree of enlightenme!lt and that stage of 
ethical development wh1~h ~nable th~m t? deter
mine their policy by pnnc1ples of JUStice and 
right, and which dispose them to sacrifice imme
diate and sordid interests in order that the 
ultimate welfare of humanity may be secured. 

Co-operation between sovereign · Powe!s. is 
possible only ~hen these P~wers are. w1lhng 
to sacrifice the1r own selfish mterests m order 
that some larger and more general good may be 
achieved. The results reached by this Confe
rence will show whether this stage of interna
tionalism has been reached. There ·have been 
other Conferences assembled at the invitation 
and under the auspices of the League of Nations, 
but, in one respect, the one in which we are 
now gathered exceeds in significance those that 
have preceded it. This special significance is 
due to the fact that we have to deal with a 
problem which is essentially a moral one. It 
has political implications only in so far as the 
confidence in the good-will of Governments 
will be judged by what they do here ; it has 
economic or financial aspects only in so far as 
there are vested interests which will profit by 
a continuance o{ the evil which this Conference 
has been convened to abolish, 

It is not necessary for me to speak of the moral 
aspects of our problem. They speak for them
selves. It is upon some other broader aspects 
of it that I wish, for a moment, to dwell. 

Of one thing we may be sure, and that is, that, 
should we fail in the task that has been assigned 
to us, those Powers which, by their refusal to 
subordinate materialistic and sordid conside
rations to ethical obligations, compel this failure 
will be held responsible by the other nations 
of the world. They will be regarded as nations 
which have not yet moralised their public 
policies. They will, therefore, have to pay a 
heavy price for whatever immediate or mate
rialistic interests they manage to conserve 
to themselves, and it is not unlikely that this 
price will be measured not only in terms of 
moral prestige but also in terms of those very 
financial and economic interests upon which 
they will have shown that they set such store. 

As to these possibilities, in so far as they 
relate to the future relations between the four 
hundred millions of Chinese and the Western 
Powers that possess territories in the Far East, 
I am, perhaps, as myself a Chinese, in a better 
position to speak than most of you, and, there
fore, to these possibilities I feel myself jus
tified in calling your attention. 

Among the features which have specially 
characterised traditional Chinese thought and 
civilisation, two have stood out with especial 
clearness. One of these has been the emphasis 
that has been laid upon the moral aspects of 
life. Until recently, indeed, almost the whole 
purpose of the Chinese educational system was 
the inculcation of the ethical duties of man. 
The other feature has been the extent to which 
the Chinese people have relied upon reason 
rather than upon force, with the result that 
the Chinese Government, even when nominally 
autocratic, has depended, in order to obtain 
obedience to its laws, rather upon persuasion 
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than upon compulsion, and, therefore has 
promulgated its laws in hortatory rather' than 
mandatory form. 

I speak of these matters because they have 
become ingrained in the Chinese people, and, 
therefore, should they become convinced that 
certain of the Western Powers are not disposed 
to have regard for the moral and physical 
welfare of the hundreds of thousands of their 
fellow-countrymen dwelling within their Far 
~ast~r~ possessions, and do in fact unjustly 
d1scnmmate between them and their own 

·subjects or citizens, they, the Chinese in China 
will be moved by a profound moral indignation: 

Instances of the results to trade and com
merce, not to speak of other less material but 
more important consequences that have followed 

· within rec~nt years from a s~nse upon the part 
of the Chmese people of nght outraged will 
occur to you all. They indicate to you what 
may result should my people find that certain 
of the Western Powers are determined to 
continue to derive large public revenues from 
the sale of prepared opium to Chinese living 
in their Far Eastern possessions, or from the 
.exportation to those possessions of the raw 
opium from which the prepared opium is to 
be manufactured. 

I do not wish to dwell too much upon the . 
economic or commercial consequences that 
may· possibly result from the action that the 
Powers may take in this Conference, but it 
is a phase of our problem that cannot .be wholly 
ignored. The significance of the trade of 
China to the other trading nations of the world 
needs no emphasis by me.· Only a few days 
ago in the London Times of January 3rd, 1925, 
there appeared a message from its own Peking 
correspondent in which it was pointed out that, 
although the year just ended had been, for 
China, one of the most troublous in her history, 

· the Customs duties collected had exceeded, 
by over six million taels, all previous records, 
and that the total duties collected had repre
·sented a foreign tfade of more than two hundred 
million pounds, of which something like forty 
per cent had been British. 

The recent strikes of sailors and workmen 
in Hong-Kong and Shameen show that Chinese 
labourers are rapidly grouping themselves into 
effective unions, and thus are able, upon occa
sion, to assert an influence that cannot be 

"lightly regarded. I would also recall to your 
memory the evidence contained in the address 
made to the Conference by Mr. T. Z. Koo, and 
in other communications to which I have had 
occasion to refer as to the enormous interest 
that the Chinese people are ta~ing in .the wh?le 
opium question, and the anx1ety w1t.h which 
they are watching the procedure of this Confe
rence. This means that if they feel that they 
have cause for indignation at the position taken 
by any of the Powers in this Conference, that 
indignation may .l~ad t? popula~ m~>Vements 
which the authonbes m1ght find 1t difficult to 
counteract, much as they might desire to do so, 
and which will have an influence upon the trade 
of the countries concerned, and also upon the 
free flow of labourers to the Far Eastern pos
sessions of the European Powers. 

I gladly leave, however, these materialistic 
implications of our problem and turn to a phase 
of it which because more cultural or spiritual ' . in character is of still greater Importance. 
This aspect ~f the question has to do with the 

future relations of the Eastern and Western 
peoples. 

For many years past, the peoples of the West 
bave proceeded upon the conviction that their 
civilisation, and especially their religions and 
the codes of morality founded upon them, are 
superior to the systems of thought and conduct 
of the East. Based upon this assumption, the 
peoples of the West, encouraged and supported 
in many instances by their Governments, have 
sought by educational propaganda and mis
sionary effort to persuade the Orientals to accept 
the Western ideas and ideals in place of those 
of their own. 

I shall not attempt to discuss how far this 
conviction upon the part of the Western peoples 
has had a firm foundation of fact, but thiso 
much can certainly be said, that, whatever be 
the opinion held upon these points, to the 
Oriental as to the Occidental, a principl~ of 
right and justice must, from its very nature, 
be as valid when applied in the East as when 
applied in the West. Hence it must result that 
if, when put to the practical test, it be found 
that Western Powers, which claim to enjoy 
the benefits of Western civilisation carried 
to its highest point of development, are deter
mined to continue indefinitely in their Far 
Eastern possessions a traffic which admittedly 
debauches the hundreds of thousands of Chinese 
who dwell in their possessions, there can be 
no other result than that not only will Western 
systems of ethics be deprived of much of the 
respect which they command from the peoples 
of the East, but the Governments of the West 
will lose somewhat the regard which they now 
enjoy in Eastern Asia. By this I mean that 
it will henceforth be more difficult for them to 
convince the Powers of the East of the sincerity 
of their professions of good-will. 

It may be thought by some of you that I 
have unduly trespassed upon your time by 
speaking at such length. But I ask you to 
believe that I have been moved by a strong 
conviction of the profound importance of the 
matters which I have brought to your attention. 
Having this conviction, I have felt that I could 
not do otherwise than I have done in urging 
that the problem with which we are attempting 
to deal should be considered not only in its 
immediate and obvious aspects, but also in it• 
broader and ultimate implications. 

For these reasons, I earnestly appeal to my 
colleagues to agree to refer the American pro
posal without further hesitation to a special 
Sub-Committee for discussion and action, and 
subsequent report of its conclusions to this 
Conference. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : Mr. MacWhite, delegate of 

the Irish Free State, will address the Conference. • 

Mr. MacWhite (Irish Free State) : 
Mr. President and fellow delegates, when this 

motion came before us last month I had some 
scruples about intervening in the debate as 
we were then assured by some of the delegates 
who took part in the First Conference that 
a Convention had been adopted which was 
worthy of merit and which, in the course of a 
day or two, would receive its baptismal cer
tificate bearing the signatures of the represen
tatives of those Powers which participated in 
its framing. 



• 

Six weeks have since gone by, during wh~ch 
time I have had ample opportunity of st~~:dymg 
this Convention, which has not yet b~en s1gned. 
1 t does not require a high degree of m~ellectual 
acumen to realise that it lays no floral tnbutes on 
the altar of the ideal, neither does it introduce ~ny 
radical or revolutionary change into the exist
ing order of things, nor does it adversely 
affect the material advantages that man~ of 
the interested Powers derive from the opmm 
traffic. It certainly marks no satisfactory 
progress. That is why my scruples. have been 
dissipated and why, to-day, I feel ~t my duty 
to support the proposal of ~he Umted States 
delegation so that some practical measures may 
be devised for the gradual suppression of the 

.traffic in prepared opium. . 
· In this respect, Japan has already g1v~n _us 

a praiseworthy example. From the statistics 
which were laid before us by the Japanese 
delegation, we can see how effective and success
ful are the steps which were . taken by t~e 
Governor of Formosa in combatmg the narcotic 
drug evil which was decimating th.e inhabitants 
of that island. Our congratulatiOns are due 
to Japan and to the Governor of Formosa, 
who, I am happy to say, is on~ of our colleagu~s 
at this Conference, more especially .as J apa1_1 did 
not wait for the moral pressureofanmternatwn~l 
convention. before she set her hand to this 
great humanitarian work. She has given a 
lead to some of the Powers of the Occident, 
which I trust they · will not ·be slow in 
following. 

I do not want to criticise the First Conference 
or its work. I cannot, however, blind myself 
to the result of that work. Neither can I 
remain indifferent to the fact that the ground 
for both the First and the Second Conference 
was badly prepared - a fact which I attribute 
not to the Advisory Committee but to those 
who are responsible for. the composition of 
that body. 

If, as a result ·of our post-war economic 
conditions, in order to combat the high cost 
of living, a municipality appointed a Committee 
of Master Bakers to fix the price of bread, the 
latter could scarcely be blamed, however 
honest they may be, if they pttt their own inte
rests first. 
• I admit that in the present case there were 
extenuating circumstances and I do not deny 
the right of countries principally concerned in 
the traffic in opium and coca leaves to adequate 
representation, but countries having higher and 
holier interests at stake - the interests of 
mankind in general - should be equally repre
sented. Furthermore, it is apparent to all 
that the holding of two Conferences for tackling 
the narcotic drug evil was a mistake, which 
is responsible for some of the difficulties with 

• which we are confronted to-day. 
In view, however, of the situation created by 

the failure of the First Conference, it would be 
nothing less than farcical for us to continue 
building an edifice on a foundation that has 
already sapped. We must examine this diffi
culty from the bed-rock up, for in no other way 
can we emancipate the millions who are now 
victims or prospective victims of the narcotic 
drug evil. ~e want all doors thrown open 
so that the light of day may simplify our work, 
for, up to the present, some of us at all events 
~ave. been giv~n the impression that something 
ss bemg kept m the dark and that efforts were 

being made to thwart free and wholesome 
discussion. a1 'bbl · 

If we allow technical or leg qm es to 
stand in our path, the position. of the Sec<;md 
Opium Conference will become JUSt as far~tcal 
as that of the First, and the League of Nations, 
under whose auspices we are h~re assemble?, 
cannot escape some of the odmm that Wl!J. 
inevitably fall on the shoulders of those pn· 
marily responsible for such a result. . 

Because I wish to raise the moral prestige ot 
the League and to fortify in every sphere t~e 
policy for which the League stands so t~at this 
Conference may reach a successful tssue, I 
repeat that to seek refuge in diplomatic subtle
ties and legal technicalities on the present occa
sion would be to show a lack of statesmanship 
which would earn for the delegates to this 
Conference the scorn and contempt of future 
generations. 

I am not here to judge or to contemm the 
motives of those who employ negative tactics 
in face of the present difficulty, but I am afraid 
there are some who do not realise what the 
heart of the problem is. Their thoughts are 
perhaps lurking in a past when the calculation 
was always of national advantage, and they 
have not yet come to see the light of day 
when men are thinking of the common advan
tage and safety of mankind. Negations are not 
going to construct the policies of the future; 
neither will they help us to bring this Conference 
to a happy and fruitful issue. It is next to 
impossible, however, to make progress in face 
of the nations who say: "We won't play". The 
pursuit of such a policy would not only impede 
the onward march of our civilisation but it 
would throw the world back again into the 
obscurity of medileval night. 

In bringing forward its proposal, the dele
gation of the United States has not only done 
a good day's work for the great moral principles 
upon which our civilisation is founded, but it 
has done a good day's work for the League of 
Nations. According to the late President Wil
son, the League of Nations revolutionised 
international law by putting morals into it. 

Nobody can deny that the presence here of 
representatives of the United States Govern
ment has had a very salubrious and highly 
nioral effect on this Conference. Without them, 
it would already have been classified in the 
limbo of forgotten things. We have further 
reason to be grateful to them when we look 
around and see the distinguished statesmen 
who have come, even at this eleventh hour, 
to help us out of the morass in which the 
Conference has been floundering. This is a 
happy omen from which we begin to realise 
that the Great Powers of Europe have been 
awakened to the importance of the problem 
which we have been called upon to solve. 

I need make no apology for stating that what 
the United States have achieved by co-ope
rating with the League in the field of humani
tarian endeavour they can more effectually 
achieve by extending that co-operation to 
the economic and political domain. That, 
however, is for the people of the United States 
and not for us to decide. 

At our last meeting in December, one of our 
colleagues told us that if the United States 
pr?posit~on were. adopted, a situation would 
ans.e whsch .was Without precedent in the history 
of mternahonal conferences. I do not. think 
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we fear such a situation. I, for one, gladly 
welcome it. The whole fabric of international 
law, such as it is to-day, has been laboriously 
constructed from the alpha to the omega by 
the creation of precedents. 

The Covenant of the League of Nations is a 
document unique in the history of the world, 
and principles wer~ written into it which were 
never written into any great international 
agreement before. Matters were drawn into 
it which affected the peace and happiness of 
the whole Continent of Europe, of forlorn 
populations in Africa and of peoples in Asia 
of whom we have hardly heard. It was because 

· of the unprecedented precedents created by 
the Peace Conference in writing Article 23 into 
the Covenant that we are assembled here to-day. 
. If the pioneers of our civilisation had been 

waiting for the creation of precedents before 
proceeding with their work, there would be 
no need to hold Opium Conferences, for mankind 
would not yet have emerged from the darkness 
of the palreolithic age. Instead of appealing 
to precedents, let us divorce oin-selves for a 
moment from the worn-out arguments of another 
age and join hands in an appeal to commonsense. 
For, though not expressly mentioned in our 
legal text-books, it has settled many a thorny 
problem in the past, and there lis little like
lihood of its being disdained in the future. 

If we look again at Resolution VI of the 
fourth Assembly through our commonsense 
glasses, we shall read therein that the Council 
is requested, amongst other things, "as a 

means of gtvmg eftect to the principles sub
mitted by the representatives of the United 
States of America and to the policy which 
the League has adopted", to summon a Confe
rence with a view to the conclusion of an agree
ment on the subject for which we have been 
called together. How in the name of Provi
dence can we give effect to those principles 
unless we have an opportunity of discussing 
them ? Our duty in the matter is clear. · We 
can only give effect to the American principles 
by voting for the proposition before the Chair. 
By doing so, we are well within our terms of 
reference and we shall merit, not only the appro· 
val of the Assembly and the Council of the 
League of Nations, but of the many millions of 
our fellow creatures in the Orient as in the 
Occident who eagerly await the result of 
our deliberations. (Loud applause.) 

• The Preeldenl : 
Translation : Ladies and gentlemen, there 

are still four delegates down to speak and I 
understand that two of them - the first cer
tainly - wish to make fairly long speeches. 
I think, therefore, that, as the plenary meetings 
have lasted for five and a-half hours to-day, 
I shall. be interpreting the general feeling if 
I adjourn our work until to-morrow. 

The next meeting of the Conference will take 
place to-morrow, Wednesday, at IO.JO a.m. 

(The Conference rose at 6.30 p.m.) 
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66. CREDENTIALS OF NEW DELEGATES: 
EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

The Preelden~ : 
Translation : Before opening the general 

discussion, I will ask M. de Aguero y Bethancourt, 
Chairman of the Committee on Credentials, to 
report on the work of his Committee, which 
has examined the credentials of the new dele
gates. 

M. de Aguero y Bethancou~ (Cuba), Chair
man of the Committee on Credentials : 

Translation : Ladies and gentlemen, the 
Committee has examined the credentials of the 
following delegates and found them to be in 
good and due form : 

British Empire : The Rt. Han. Viscount CECIL 
OF CHELWOOD, K.C. 

Bulgaria : M. Dimitri MIKOFF. 
Canada : Dr. W. A. RIDDELL, Ph.D. 
Chile : Dr. Eug~ne SuAREZ-HERREROS. 
France : H.E. M. -DALADIER, M. 

Netherlands 
Portugal : 
Turkey : 

KIRCHER, and Dr. PERROT. 
· H.E. Jonkheer J. LOUDON. 

H.E. Dr. Rodrigo RODRIGUES. 
Prof. NouRIDDIN BEY. 

67. PREPARED OPIUM : CHAPTER II OF 
THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA: MOTION SUB
MITTED BY THE DELEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : CON
TINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION. 

The Preelden~ : 
Translation : The discussion is open. _ 
1 call upon the first delegate of the British 

Empire, Viscount Cecil, to address the Con
ference. 

Viacoun~ Cecil (British Empire) : 
Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, 1 have 

addressed a good many international gatherings 
during the last four or five years, but I do not 
recollect any occasion on which I have risen 
to speak with a greater and more urgent sense 
of responsibility than on the present occasioft. 

I cannot conceal from myself the fact that 
the position of this Conference is critical and 
that it has not become less critical in the last 
day or two. In consequence, I am well aware 
that even a casual and unintended exrression 
on my part may produce results which should 
be the first to deplore. I therefore beg my col
leagues on this Conference to extend to me their 
utmost assistance and good-will and to do 
their best to construe what 1 have to say in 
the most favourable light and to believe that• 
what 1 say is said under an imperative sense of 
duty and with the greatest possible desire to 
bring the work of this Conference to a successful 
issue. 

Compliments and an appreciation of the 
idealism which actuates the United States 
delegation have been paid to that delegation, 
and I entirely agree with everything that has 
been said. I recognise its deep sincerity and 
its anxiety to achieve serious and important 
results. I have never joined - I hope I shall 
never join - in the thoughtless gibes that 
are sometimes levelled at the American people. 
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I have had the great honour and privileg~ of 
xisiting their country and I have been rece1ved 
with the utmost kindness by every class and 
by every section of the Americ~n people with 
whom I have come in contact. I should be 
both stupid and ungrateful if I di_d. not recogni~e 
to the full their splendid q~ahtles and ~he1r 
anxiety to do what they beheve to be nght, 
an anxiety which ~ believe is second to ~hat of 
no other nation in the world. 

If then I venture on the present occasion 
to ~ake s~me criticism, and even, if I may be 
permitted to do so, to utter s?~e w.arning, I. 
trust it will be understood that 1t 1s w1th a pro
found sense of the many great qualities of that 
people and without _the slightest intention to 
.;ay anything that could possibly ~ound or 
hurt their sensibilities or those of the1r Govern
ment. 

Let me begin with a very deeply felt ~~rning. 
I have sometimes been called by cntlcs an 
idealist and I have always welcomed the charge 
as a great compliment ; but I do recognise that 
what my critics really mean is that I am too 
prone to be guided by aspirations and senti
ments, however noble, without sufficient regard 
to the practical considerations which must go
vern all our actions in this world. 

I hope that that charge is untrue in my case, 
but I recognise that, i~ it is true, it is a s~ri?us 
charge because idealism of that descnphon 
not o~ly does no good but is apt to bring 
discredit upon the cause in which it is ~ngaged. 
I say this because I most earnestly desue every 
member of the Conference to believe that the 
British Government in general, and myself in 
particular, are as anxious, as burningly anxious,. 
to put an end to the evils of the opium traffic, 
whether it is connected with smoking· or the 
far more serious evil of drug addiction, as 
any nation and as any person can be in the 
whole world. 

If we have felt compelled to take up an attitude 
which is inconsistent with, and opposed to, 
what are known as the American Suggestions, 
it is solely and entirely because we believe that 
those suggestions would not accomplish the 
object that they have in view, would not 
diminish the evil that they are intended to 
combat, and might even increase and make 
n.ore serious that evil. We may, of course, be 
mistaken. I do not pretend that we are infal
lible or that anybody else is infallible. That 
is the honest, sincere and definite belief of the 
·British Government, of which I am the repre
sentative, and I ask that the same courtesy 
which in international gatherings has always 
been extended, as far as my experience goes 
to the declarations of any Government shall b~ 
extended to my Government. 

What ar~ the broa~ lines_ of our case ? They 
are very s1mple. \\e beheve that simply to 
cut off from these districts the supply of 
what has been called Government opium unless 
at ~he _same time, a~d as part of the ~eform, 
action IS taken regardmg smuggled opium, will 
be of no value whatever, will merely increase the 
profits of the smugglers and urge them to still 
grea~er _ex~~io!ls, · which may easily result 
!lot m durum~hmg the _am~unt of opium that 
~s cons~med m these d1stncts but in actually 
mcreasmg it. 

Such a~e the broad outlines of the case that 
we subm1t, and it is based as I venture very 
respectfully. to think, on ;olid ground. It is 

the result of the absolutely unanimous advice 
that we have received, and other Govern
ments in a similar position have received, I 
gather from their experts. We have no reason 
whate~ei: to doubt the complete good faith, and 
no one can doubt the knowledge and skill of 
those experts, We are bound, unless we see 
strong reason to doubt it, to accept their 
advice. · And so far from seeing any strong 
reason to doubt that advice, we feel that all 
the attendant facts and circumstances that 
have been brought to our knowledge confirm it. 
. _· Unquestionably, there is a vast production 
of opium going on. I do not want t? use ll;ny 
figures, which may be disputed. I seem lookmg 
over my last observations that I used. the 
figure of 15,000 tons. It has ~ince been brought 
to my notice that that figure 1s not accepted by 
the representatives of the Chinese Government. 
I do not wish to insist on it. I quite recognise 
that these are matters of speculation and that 
it is impossible to tell how much is produced. 
It may well be that the figure of 15,000 tons 
is an exaggeration, and I earnestly trust that 
it is. 

As far as I am concerned, I wish to assure 
the .Chinetie delegation that I merely used that 
figure because it was the only one that I 
happened to have come across. If the Chinese 
delegation has any objection to it, I hasten to 
say, as I would say to any other Government 
that objected to· anything that I said, that of 
course I do not insist on that figure. I only 
used· it as an illustration of what everyone 
admits: that unfortunately ·there is at present 
a vast production of opium in the territories 
of the great Chinese Empire, contrary to the 
wishes and contrary to the efforts of the Central 
Government. All that opium thus produced 
is, let me remind the Conference, used for smok
ing ; it is not used for the production of 
drugs ; it is not used for eating ; it is all 
used, or almost all, for smoking. . This, at 
least, is the information which I have received. 

Then there is the actual geographical position, 
which must be taken into account. We in our 
territories are unfortunately~ or fortunately
actually touching or in the close neighbourhood 
of this great production. As regards Hong
Kong, for instance, which, as you know, is an 
island just close to the coast of China, there is 
a constant .flow of population to and from the 
mainland, and for all geographical purposes 
the island is almost or quite a part of the main
land itself. 

Malaya,· the other most important of our 
Far Eastern possessions, is further removed, 
but it has a coast-line of some 1,230 miles~ inter
sected very frequently by creeks and rivers, 
a coast-line which, even if the whole country 
were completely settled and under the most 
highly centralised and civilised form of Govern
ment, it would be almost impossible to watch, 
and which, under the existing circumstances; 
since the country is very largely unsettled at · 
present, it is impossible adequately to guard. 

The next fact which the British Government 
had to consider was that in the few years that 
immediately followed the acceptance by Great 
~ritain of the principles of the Hague Conven
tion of 1912 (before, indeed, it had become a 
definite part of the international legislation on 
th~ .subject by the Treaty of 1920), when the 
B~t.1sh Government was acting fully in the 
spmt of that Convention, a very large amount 
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of. success was ach~eved. The opium-smoking 
evd was very considerably reduced in conse
quence of those efforts. I purposely do not 
trouble the Conference with detailed figures. 
It was only coincidently with the great recru
descen~e of ~he growth of the poppy in China 
that this desirable result appeared to receive a 
serious check. _ 

Agai!l, there are the actual figures as regards 
smuggling.. Of course, we can only obtain 
figures which result from actual seizures. I 
cannot give- nobody can give- the complete 
figures as to the amount of successful undetected 
smuggling which goes on, but the figures of de
tected smuggling, the actual seizures, are serious 
~nough. 

I ;.ee that in M~aya, _in 1923, 229 steamers 
commg. from Chma with opium on board 
were seized. There was a certain number of 
other steamers, about 36, but in practically 
e:very case, wi_th the. most insignificant excep
tions, the opmm seized was Chinese opium. 
In the first eight months of 1924 this figure of 
229 steamers had increased to 345· You will 
observe a great increase- a very large amount 
in itself and a great increase -almost double 
allowing for the eight months of 1924, i~ 
the smuggling which took place in 1924 as 
compared with 1923. What does that mean ? 
It means, unfortunately, that in spite of the 
utmost efforts - and the utmost efforts have 
been put forward, for there was every reason 
to do everything possible to stop this smuggling 
- in spite of those efforts, smuggling is so 
prosperous and so lucrative that it has greatly 
increased and is greatly increasing. This fact 
indicates that, apart from the seizures which 

. have been made, a very considerable quantity 
of opium gets through and reaches its unhappy 
victims. -

As regards Hong-Kong, the figures are even 
more striking. The total yearly consumption 
of what is called Government opium in Hong
Kong is about 22 Yz tons. A single smuggling 
syndicate was recently discovered to be ope
rating in Hong-Kong. Its premises were raided, 
its books were seized and examined, and it was 
found that that single syndicate, in the course 
of a year, had been importing smuggled opium 
which was equal in amount to the total amount 
of the Government opium consumed. Of course, 
that means that other syndicates - and there 
are a great many people engaged in this illicit 
traffic- were also importing large quantities. 

The official estimate (which seems to me, I 
confess, bringing such common sense as I h~ve 
to bear upon the matter, a very conservative 
estimate) is that not less than twice that quan
tity of smuggled opium was imported. That 
is to say, for every ounce of opium which ori
ginates from Government sources not less than 
two smuggled ounces originate from other 
sources. Of course, all that opium is Chinese 
opium. That fact is not surprising if we take 
into consideration the conditions of life in Hong
Kong, where an immense floating pop"!llation 
passes to and fro from the island to the mamland. 
I have seen it stated that as many as 15,000 
or r6,ooo persons pass to and fro every day, 
and I can easily believe it. 

Anyone. who has been to Hong-Kong and 
seen that vast port, one of t_he greatest ~orts 
in the world, operated entirely by Chmese 
labour (the number of other nationals in Hong
Kong is always negligible), will realise that the 

great flow of industrial persons from the main
land to the island must be enormous, Under 
those conditions, it is obvious that when dealing 
\\ith an article like opium, which we have heard 
on all hands is so easily sold, it is almost impos
sible to combat the contraband traffic unless it can 
be cut off at the source, namely, at the point 
of production. This was another factor which 
the British Government had to take into conside
ration. 

There is yet another matter which I am 
sure the experts of British Government have 
considered- I cannot say that I had until I came 
here, as I did not know anything it -and that 
is the result of the early experiments which 
have been carried out on the lines now recom
mended by the American delegation. I sa}'l 
nothing about the Philippines. I do not know, 
but I understood from what 1\lr. Porter \<lid 
yesterday that the experiments began by a 
decision of President Roosevelt. President. 
Roosevelt went out of office in 1912, I think. 
I may be wrong about the exact date and, ifso, · 
I hope I shall be corrected. I presume, however, 
that the experiment began somewhere about· 
that date. I do not know whether I am right 
on that point. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

It was 1905 or 1906, I think. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) 
I accept everything you tell me. I am most 

anxious only to make a statement if it is accurate .. 
I am told that the experiment was begun in 
1906 or somewhere about that date, nearly 
twenty years ago. Absolute prohibition has 
been in operation for twenty years, not ~en 
years, and lllr. Porter very candidly and fairly 
said that, though he thought it had produced 
a very good result, he was bound to say that 
even in that period, and enforced as it was by 
the United States Government, it had not been, 
so far, completely successful. The figures 
he was able to give us - I do not complain at 
all - went no further than 1922. We have 
no ground, at any rate, for saying that the 
experiment has been more successful during the 
last two years. 

Such is the result of this experiment, an~ 
of· course, the geographical situation of the 
Philippines is entirely different from that of 
Hong-Kong. The Philippines are further from 
the source of the opiumfroduction, and there is 
not, of course, a tithe o the facilities for smug
gling there that there is in the case of Hong-· 
Kong. 

We all listened, with great admiration and 
interest, to the very striking speech made by 
one of the delegates of Japan. He did not 
give us the details - I am not complaining - ' 
but he told us that an experiment on those lines, 
if I understood him rightly - again I ask for 
correction if I am in any way mis-stating what 
he said- had been tried in Kwantung and that 
"the Japanese Government was not satisfied· 
with the success of that experiment. 

Again, we had the statement of the delegate 
of India, Mr. Clayton, a very interesting speech 
explaining what had happened in Burma. 

Whatever may be said about the .British 
Government, no one who has any sense of 
fairness can doubt that the most determined 
efforts have been made to put a stop to opium-
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smoking in Burma, and with very great success 
indeed, taking Burma as a whole. But what 
did he tell us ? He said that the efforts made 
and the measures taken were very successful 
in those parts of Burma which, by the~ geo
graphical situation, were not exposed senously 
to the danger of smuggling ; they were too 
far removed. The country is very difficult for 
travel, as a good many of you know, and the 
southern part of Burma is a long way from t~e 
Chinese frontier. But the delegate of Ind1a 
has told us that in the northern part, near 
the Chinese frontier, the efforts of the Indian 
Government had been unsuccessful, because 
it had not been found possible to cope with t~e 
smuggling, which was so rife there that 1t 
!tad entirely obliterated the efforts made to 
reduce the opium-smoking. 

!,,venture very respectfully to ~sk my collea
gues on the Conference to consider .ail. these 
facts. I think that each one of them 1s Impor
tant and worthy of consideration, and I venture 
to think that the accumulative effect of them is 
enormous. I approached this question with 
the great disadvantage of knowing very li_ttle 
about it, but with the great advantage of bemg, 
as I honestly believe, entirely unpreju~ced 
in the matter. It was only. about a fortmght 
ago that I returned from America, and up to 
that time I had no idea that I was going to be 
asked to take part in this Conference. 

I have no parti pris at all in favour of or 
against the American proposal. I confess, 
however, that when I came to consider all these 
arguments and all the circumstances of the 
case, I could not refuse, and I do not see how 
any reasonable man could refuse, to admit that 
the strength of the case against the American 
proposal was very very great. It was only 
too probable that those who opposed it were 
right when they said that it would do no good 
and that the only result of it would be to 
increase the profits of those who lived by the 
very disreputable trade of opium-smuggling. 

I wish I could leave the matter there, but 
I am bound to refer to the way in which these 
arguments were disposed of by the delegate of 
the United States. He swept them aside. My 
hearing may have been defective, but I did 
n_ot hear any attempt to deal with any one of 
taem. They were merely dismissed and, instead 
of dealing with them, the delegate of the United 
States confined himself to making - and 
in the plainest language he said it - a charge 
against the British and other Governments 
that _were unable to accept the American point 
of VIew. The charge be made was that, in 
the first place, they had altogether disregarded 
the international obligation they had accepted 
under the Hague Convention, that is to say, 

_ that the pledged word of the British Government 
·~ad been treate~ like a scrap of paper and that 
Its new suggestion, or rather the declaration 
~hich I was empowered to make, urging a 
different method of dealing with the problem 
was. not ~n ho~est and sincere proposal fo; 
dealmg With th1s great evil but was merely 
an attempt to avoid our obligations. 

I am very sorry to have to say it, but I am 
sure that the Conference will see that a member 
of a self-respecting country cannot allow such 
c~rges_ to be made in an international gathe
nng Without repudiating them. It was also 
alleged that th~s disregard of our obligation and 
proposed evas10n were motived by financial 

considerations - Government administrative 
financial considerations of a sordid description. 
Such is the charge, and I am sure th~t I ~m 
not exaggerating when I say - and I 1magme 
that 1 shall have the sympathy of other Govern
ments in the same position as the British Govern
ment -that such a charge can only be regarded 
as very wounding indeed. · 

1 have tried to imagine what such a charge 
would look like if it were made between 
private individuals. Suppose somebody came 
to me and said : "We had a contract to fulfil, 
an object which we both professed to have at 
heart, and you entered into certain obligations. 
We negotiated for that and now we want to 
enter into a further contract". Suppose that _ 
I replied : "Well, your contract may have 
merit, but I do not think it will succeed, and 
I suggest to you an alternative method of 
dealing with the matter" ; and thereupon the 
negotiator says : "Oh I that is because you 
have always ignored your obligations under the 
previous contract, and you are now anxious to 
evade them completely by a new contract which 
is of an entirely illusory kind. The reason why 
you are anxious to do this is some pecuniary 
consideration of a not very respectable kind". 
I may be unduly sensitive, but if an individual 
negotiating with me in a private matter were 
to use language of that kind I should take up my 
hat and leave the room and I should decline to 
have anything further to do with the negotiations. 

I am certainly not going to advise my Govern
ment to take any such course in reference to 
the present position, because I consider that, 
however hurt we may feel- and we are deeply 
hurt- by these charges, we have no right to 
allow national feeling and national reputation 
and national honour even to stand in the way 
of trying to do something to forward the great 
task of fighting against this opium evil and 
protecting the many hundreds of thousands 
of people who are its victims. I must say, 
however, with the greatest respect, that to 
me, at any rate, it is just as wounding to have 
a charge of that kind made against my country 
as if the charge had been made against me 
personally. 

I hesitate to elaborate what was said, but 
the Conference will remember that, on behalf 
of the British Government, I made a certain 
declaration of policy. I thought it was right 
to do that, in order to remove the slightest 
excuse for any doubt as to the complete good 
faith of the British Government. It was received 
by a criticism of the most meticulous cha
racter, suggesting that it was a complete fraud 
(in very slightly veiled language) and that it 
was subtly phrased (I remember that that 
was one of the adjectives used) and that its 
only purpose was to suspend and help us to get 
out of the obligations of the Hague Convention 
and to make the position worse than it was before 
the declaration had been made. 

That line of criticism ignored altogether the 
fact that in putting forward that declaration I 
said, in the most emphatic and explicit lan
g_uage that was at my command, that the Bri
bs~ G_overnment recognised to the full its 
obligations _under the Hague Convention, that it 
was determmed to carry them out, and that this 
prop?sal, this suggestion, this declaration -
call It what you will - was made not with a 
view to diminishing our obligations in any way 
but merely in order to point out one method 



by which we thought those obligations could 
be most effectively and properly fulfilled. But 
I said that if there were any other methods -
and there are other methods in operation -
we should go on practising them to the full · 
w~ should do our utmost ; we should do every~ 
thmg we could ; we should spare no expense 
and no effort to carry out what we believed to 
be our duty under the Hague Convention. 

We tried to give a pledge of our good faith 
i? the matter by suggesting that, since sugges
tiOns had been made that those who had been 
examini~g this _matter for us . were perhaps 
unconsciOusly b1assed by national conside
rations, we were quite ready that a Commission 
s~ould -~ appointed, presided over by an Ame
rican c1bzen to be chosen by the Council of the 
J.eague of Nations, to examine the matter, not 
to suspend what we were doing, not to delay 
what we were doing under the Hague Conven
tion, but to in_struct us, if so it might be, 
what further m1ght usefully be done in order 
to carry out those obligations. 

I confess I do not see how a Government could 
give a greater proof of its good-will than by 
making that offer. How was it received ? 
It was received simply as a deliberate attempt 
to evade our obligations and to suspend them, 
so that we should no longer feel ourselves bound 
to do anything until the Commission had 
reported. 

I am afraid I have spoken, as I did not intend 
to do, with some warmth. I hope my collea
gues, and even my American colleagues, will 
pardon me. I hope they will consider how 
they would fed if, in an important international 
gathering, a charge such as that which has been 
made against my Government had been made 
against theirs. I earnestly trust that if I 
have spoken with warmth it may be understood 
that that is not due to anything except my 
feeling that I should not be discharging my 
duty as a British citizen, much less as a British 
Minister, if I did not take the earliest possible 
opportunity to repudiate, in the most emphatic 
language at my command, the very grave charge 
that has been made against my country. 

I have one word to add, and then I will pass, 
if I may, from that aspect of the question. I 
am constrained to make this further observa
tion. I told the Conference that I had atten
ded a great many international gatherings here 
and elsewhere, but particularly at Geneva. 
The thing that has struck me most perhaps 
among all the achievements - and I myself 
regard them as ·very remarkable -of the League 
of Nations at Geneva has been the creation of 
what has been well called the Geneva atmosphere. 
There has been no greater achievement. than 
the creation of this atmosphere. What 1s the 
Geneva atmosphere ? If I unde;stand it_. it 
is this : That all who take part m gathenngs 
which are ruled by that atmosphere ~ake part 
in them with one desire and one des1re only : 
to reach an agreement in furtherance of the 
cause for which the gathering has been sum
moned. There is no idea of national victory. 
National interest is, as far as it is possible for 
human beings to do it, put o~ one side in those 
gatherings, and the one obJect of those who 
come together has been to reach an agreement -
a fair honest and straightforward agreement -
regarding the cause which they have in hand. 

I believe that this is very largely true. I 
have seen the most. thorny and difficult 

questions discussed. I have seen those questions 
solved and an agreement reached with no 
trace of bitterness left by the discussion. 
There has been no ~ymptom of national anta
gonism, but all have combined together to try 
to find a solution of the difficulty that is laid 
before them. 

I believe it is only in that spirit, and by 
making full allowances for one another, by 
attributing to everybody who attends confe
rences of that kind the best motives and the 
most earnest desire to reach a sound and honou
rable conclusion, that any real international 
progress can be made. If it be true, as I 
have heard in this room, that this Conference 
has lasted many days and has not reached an 
agreement, I cannot help wondering whethe11 
one reason for that unhappy result may be 
that this principle, this atmosphere, has ~en 
lost sight of, and that we have degenerated into 
a kind of recriminatory rivalry which is cer
tainly Jess likely than anything else to lead to 
the solution of the problems that are submitted 
to us. · 

After all, we must recognise that agreements 
between sovereign and independent States must 
be agreements. We are all representatives 
of sovereign and independent States. We are 
none of us prepared to submit to the domination 
or the dictation of others.. We are all anxious 
to reach a solution by agreement, not by a 
majority vote ;· for, believe me, in inter
national matters majority votes will do very 
little. We can only make progress by a real 
agreement, making such concessions to one 
another as are unavoidable, having in mind the 
common object that has brought us together 
and only that. It is only in that way, and in 
no other possible way, that an advance can 
be made. 

That, as everyone who happens to be aware 
of the procedure and the Covenant of the League 
of Nations will agree, is the principle on which 
the League is built. It is the contrary prin
ciple to the super-state, the organisation which 
gives orders to sovereign and independent 
countries. It depends upon bringing the coun
tries together and inducing agreement, and 
not on any attempt to force countries to do that 
which they honestly and sincerely believe it is 
not in the interests of their people to do. • 

I cannot help concluding this part of my 
observations by appealing to all my colleagues 
to return to the Geneva atmosphere and see 
whether, evert at this eleventh hour, the proceed
ings of this Conference may not be saved, and 
whether real results for the advancement of 
human prosperity and humanity generally 
may not yet be secured if we can only try to 
look at things not only from our own point of 
view but also from the point of view of each 
and all of ns who are engaged in this dis-• 
cussion. 

Finally, I now come to the actual question, 
the question whether this proposal put forward 
by the American delegation ought to be adopted. 
I do not pretend to try to impose my view on 
anybody else ; I can only state it and ask that 
it shall be accepted as a perfectly honest and 
sincere view. I cannot convince myself that 
this matter .is within the competence of this 
Conference. I observed, in some of the very 
interesting speeches we heard yesterday, that 
there was a tendency to sweep that aside as a 
merely technical and formal objection. I am 
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afraid I regard it as something more. I am 
deeply impressed with the im.porta~ce of pro
Cl'eding in international gathenngs w1th absolute 
regularity. The gener~l system ?f. such 
gatherings is still in its .mfancy, and 1t Is very 
important not to do anythmg wh1ch may seem to 
those who take part in them .likely .to be 
dangerous and uncertain. I thmk 1t IS very 
important, therefore, that we should not 
attempt, whatever the motive may be, to exten.d 
beyond our mandate the competence of th1s 
Conference. . 

It may well be - I do not know -. that 1t 
would have been a better plan if there had been 
not two Conferences but one. I do not express 
any opinion on that point. It is ve~y likely 
t.hat it would have been better. We must, 
however, take the facts as they are. The 
Ass~mbly decided to call two Confere~ces. 
I have read and re-read those resol u t10ns. 
Again I may be quite wrong, but I cannot ~yself, 
applying the ordinary rules o~ construction to 
what is said in those resolutions, doubt that 
the intention was that the opium-smoking_ 
problem should be referred to one of those 
Conferences and other aspects of the opium 
evil to the ~ther Conference. That is also the 
view of the Government that I represent. 

It may be said, it has been said, that this is 
a formal or technical matter. I cannot help 
feeling that it is of great importance that in 
international gatherings· we should proceed 
with regularity. It may be said that ~e are 
wrong in the view we take of the meamng of 
these resolutions. It may well be so. Every 
sovereign and independent State is bound. to 
act and can only act on its view of the mandate 
which it has obeyed. The British Government 
came to this Conference believing, and honestly 
believing, that that is the meaning of the sum
mons. 1t cannot be a party to an extension 
of that meaning beyond the limits to which it 
believes it should fairly go. It feels very 
strongly that to do so would be to import 
into gatherings of this kind an irregularity 
and an uncertainty which in the end might 
have very serious consequences for the whole 
system of international conferences. It believes 
that it is of the utmost importance that nations, 
when they accept an invitation to attend a 
c;;,nference, may be in a position to be absolutely 
certain that no attempt will be made to extend 
the ambit of the Conference beyond the terms 
of the invitation which has been addressed to 
them. 

Such is the view of my Government. It is 
most anxious to find a solution of this problem. 
It is most anxious that this Conference should 
not separate without achieving some definite 
progress. But I am bound to explain to you 
the view of the British Government - a view 

•to. which I, of course, adhere - upon this 
pomt, and I beg you earnestly to believe, whe
!h~r you a.g~ee with it or disagree with it, that 
1t IS an opm1.on profoundly and genuinely held, 
and one wh1ch I cannot, therefore, disregard 
as a representative of that Government. For 
my part, if any means can be found of getting 
round this difficulty which lies before us, I 
shall be most happy to adopt it ; but I have 
not heard. of any suggestion at present. 

That bemg so, I can only say as representing 
the British ~;overnment, that r'shall feel bound 
to vote agamst the motion that is now before 
the Conference. (Loud applause.) . 

The President : 
Translation : His Excellency Jonkheer 

LoudoR, delegate of the Netherlands, will 
address the Conference. 

H. E. Jonkheer J, Loudon (Netherlands) : 
Translation : Mr. President, . ladies and 

gentlemen, I would like to reply bnefly to some 
of the remarks made yesterday by Mr. Porter, 
first delegate of the United States. · . 

'The question I addressed to Mr. Porter With 
regard to the figu~es for the Philippine Islands 
in 1922-23 - I d1d not say 1924 - ~as not 
intended to throw an u~~av~mrable hght on 
the position in the Ph1hppmes but merely 
to discover whether the result of the me~sures 
adopted by the United States were still as 
unsatisfactory as they were shown to be by• 
the figures published in 1921. · . 

I am familiar with the speech of B1shop 
Brent to which Mr. Porter referred. The infe
rence which we drew from it was that the quan
tity of opium confiscated in the ·Philippine 
Islands was on an average xoo times that of the 
opium imported legally, whereas in the Dutch 
Indies the value of the quantities seized only 
constitutes a one hundred and fifty-thousandth 
part of that of the legal consumption. . I 
fully recognise the entire· disinterestedness of 
the opium policy ·pursued by the American 
Government in the Philippine Islands, but my 
point was to know whether the method employed 
had succeeded, and how far it deserved to be 
held· up as an example for other countries to 
follow. 

I said, the day before yesterday, that the 
measures adopted by our Government in the 
Dutch Indies were not inspired by any desire 
for gain. They used to be, but since the end 
of last century this reproach no longer 
holds. I am therefore surprised to hear Mr. 
Porter continually repeating that other coun
tries seek financial advantages from their 
opium policy. I confess that I am particulatly 
surprised at the disparaging terms in which he 
speaks of these countries. I do not know 
whether he alludes to the Dutch Indies, but, 
if he places them in this category, I may, for 
example, point out that, according to the 
latest statistics which refer to the years from 
1920 to 1923, the measures we have taken, 
though they involved considerable expenditure, 
have resulted in a diminution in the Govern
ment receipts from opium of 30 per cent. This 
constitutes a considerable reduction, even allow
ing for a certain falling off in the use of opium 
owing to the unrest which was then prevalent. 

Mr. Porter's accusation - if I have 'under
stood it aright - that we do not apply the same 
principles in the East as in Europe I find rather 
amusing. It is quite obvious that in Europe 
there is only an extremely small number of 
opiums-mokers, and that happily the measures 
we apply are merely preventive in character. 
My country's legislation as regards narcotic 
drugs, however, is quite as severe in the mother
country as in the overseas colonies. 

Mr. Porter also gave us his views as to the 
value of treaties. 

I would be the last to gainsay him on this 
point, but when he accuses the signatories 
of the Hague Convention of having evaded 
their obligations, I must emphatically repudiate 
the suggestion that my country has not done 
all that lay in its power to carry them out. . 
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The-statement which I have already· made in 
regard to our policy in the Dutch Indies proves, 
on the contrary, that we have done all that was 
possible in the circumstances, and taking into 
account the increasing contraband trade from 
other countries. 'We are prepared to go even 
further. The part played by our delegation 
at the First Conference is sufficient evidence 
of that. Our delegation is ready to co-operate 
most energetically in the elaboration of the par
ticularly important Agreement which this Second 
Conference is preparing with a view to stamping 

- out the pernicious and demoralising traffic in 
drugs. I think that this Agreement would have 
been easy to reach if the American proposal had 
not complicated matters. I do not, however, 
despair. The attitude of the Netherlands to
wards the question of competence whic hhas 
been raised here is well known to you, and, like 
Viscount Cecil, I am obliged to say that I 
will vote against the American proposal if it 
is put to the vote. 

Let us all give full reflection to this question. 
If we are all determined to solve it, we shall 
succeed. But, to be quite frank, I consider 
that our discussions should be abridged and, 
above all, should be carried on in a less com
bative spirit. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : M. Chodzko, delegate of Po

land, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko {Poland) : 
Translation Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen, I do not propose to go into the 
details of the proposals before the Conference. 
I will confine myself to referring you to my 
speech of December 13th, and I merely wish to 
state on behalf of the Polish Government, that I 

J ' I • support the American delegation s motion to 
rt"fer Chapter II of the American Suggestions 
to the competent Sub-Committee for conside
ration, and I also support the other p~oposals 

·relating to this motion. I allude particularly 
to the proposal made by the honourable dele-
gate of the British Empire. . 

I also welcome the conciliatory suggestions 
of the Japanese delegate and I am gratified 
that they have been so favourably received. by 
the United States delegation, because I thmk 
that this shows the possibility of ~nding_ a 
satisfactory issue from the dilemma m wh1ch 
we are placed. · · . 

I sincerely trust that all the members of th1s 
Conference will collaborate to the fullest pos
sible extent in the work of conciliation and 
mutual agreement, which is so important for ~he 
peace and prosperity of the world. . I th~nk 
that against all appearances, the d1scuss1on 
whidh has taken . place gives us some grounds 
to hope for a solution. 

The President : 
Translation : I must ask the h1;mourable 

delegate for Poland for an explanation, as _I 
do not think I have quite un~erstood h1s 
meaning. He first refers us to ~1s speech of 
December 13th and he rene~s ht~ support of 
the proposal which was then bemg discussed. But 
he adds that the proposal to which he alludes 
is that of referring Chapter II to the competent 
Sub-Committee. At the same time, he sugge_sts 
consideration of a British draft or declaration 
and he also supports ·a . suggestion made by 

the Japanese delegation. r must point- out, 
however, that I have no proposal before me 
either from the first delegate of the British 
Empire or from the Japanese delegation. 

I am at a loss to know exactly what the ho
nourable Polish delegate means, since no new 
proposal has been formulated but merely a 
recommendation that the competence of a 
Committee which has not yet been formed should 
be extended. 

I should therefore be glad if the honourable 
Polish delegate would give me an explanation 
on these points. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 

Translation : Mr. President, I understoo1 
that the honourable British delegate's declara
tion was in the nature of an amendment to the 
American proposal, since it is closely rel!\ted 
thereto ; it deals with the same question and 
indeed has already been discussed here. I 
therefore supposed that it would be quite 
possible to rder it to the same Committee as 
considered Chapter II of the American proposal. 

In the course of the discussion which has 
just taken place, I gathered that the American 
delegate accepted certain parts of Viscount 
Cecil's proposals. I was therefore und~r the 
impression that this acceptance constituted 
an- amendment. 

As regards my reference to the Japanese 
delegate's proposal, I repeat that I support his 
general suggestions. 

The President : 

Translation : Have the British and Japanese 
delegates any o~servations to ma~e in regar~ to 
the interpretation placed on thmr suggestions 
by the first delegate of Poland ? . . . 

Viscount Cecil, delegate of the Bnhsh Emp1re, 
will address the Conference 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I am extremely sorry that the honourable 

delegate for Poland misunderstood what I said, 
and I am grateful. to him fo~ giving me. an 
opportunity of cleanng up the mtsunderstandmg, 
The position of the British Government no:-v 
is what it always has been, namely, th_at th1s 
Conference is not competent to deal With th~ 
question of opium-smoking, and my. Govern
ment is therefore opposed to th·e Amencan pro
posal to refer its suggestion for dealing with 
that proposal to a Sub-~ommittee,_ because such 
a decision would admtt that th1s Conference 
was competent. . 

Nevertheless, in order to show the good fa1th 
and anxiety of the British Gover!lment to 
make its position quite clear, I ~as mst~ucted 
to make a declaration of what m fact ts the 
policy of the British Governf!lent, not by :-vay • 
of amendment or dealing w1th the Amencan 
proposal but as a unilateral declaration. 
That is the position, and I do not regard my 
proposal as in any respect an amendmen~ to 
the American proposal, because I do not thmk, 
and I cannot admit, that this Conference has 
any competence to deal with the matter. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : As far as the Japanese dele

gation is concerned, I .entirely accept the _Polish 
delegate's interpretation and I thank him for 
his sympathetic reference to my proposal. 



The Preeldent : 
Translation : Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh, dele

ga~e of Persia, will address the Conference. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : 1\Ir. President, ladies and 

gentlemen I have already had the honour to 
put befor~ you my Gove~nrnent's point. of 
view in regard to the reduction of the cultiva
tion of the poppy, the limitation of its use, and 
particularly in regard to the last proposal of 
the United States delegation. 

I had not intended to weary the Conference 
by repeating what I have already told them. 
Yesterday, however, Lord Cecil and the honou
rable delegate for China made some allusions 
~o Persian opium which have made it necessary 
for me to add a few remarks to the general 
di9Cussion. 

The thorny question of the suppression of 
opium, or rather of its reduction to the strict 
limits of medical and scientific needs, is not 
one of yesterday. In 1909 we had the First 
International Commission at Shanghai, apd 
in 1912 the First International Conference was 
held at The Hague. Persia was represented at 
both these humanitarian conferences. 

For the past four years, I have had the honour 
to represent my country at the League of 
Nations, although not on the Advisory Com
mittee on the Traffic in Opium and other 
Dangerous Drugs. As a member of the Fifth 
Committee, however, I have taken part in all 
the discussions on the question of opium. 

I have heard many enthusiastically applauded 
speeches ; much ink has been spilt and many 
fine sentiments have been pronounced. But 
I think we must all admit that there is very 
little to show in the way of results. 

While some countries have slightly reduced 
their cultivation of the poppy, others have 
doubled or trebled theirs, and the evil is con
tinually assuming more alarming proportions. 
Need I say more ? Look at the statistics of 
raw opium in the Far East and you will see 
that, in spite of the most praiseworthy efforts, 
the quantity of raw opium is on the increase. 

Indo-China and China have reduced their 
production of opium, but Turkestan Bokhara 
Khiva and Turkrnan have trebled theirs, and 
'hundreds of tons of opium are sent via Siberia 
and Vladivostok to Mongolia, China and the 
Far East, naturally as contraband. 

I do not make these remarks in order to dis
courage the Conference. On the contrary I 
do so simply to point out the true facts of the 
sit!-lation and to enable you to combat this 
evil more effectively. In the interests of hu
manity, I will be perfectly frank and I will tell 
you my impressions of the debates in the Corn-

• rnittees of the Assembly of the League of Nations. 
Most of the members of these Committees 

belonged to those fortunate countries where 
the cultivation of the poppy is unknown and 
where nobody earns a living by producing it. 
It was easy for them to make eloquent speeches 
and to demand that the League of Nations 
should control the cultivation of the poppy 
an~ that it~ production should be reduced to 
s~nctly ~ed1cal and scientific needs. I appre
Ciate the1r efforts and I admire their concern 
for the unhappy fate of the opium addicts but 
unfortunat_ely, their concern brought no re~edy 
for the evil, and the impression made by their 
speeches soon evaporated. 

But in Asia, gentlemen, apart from India, 
China' and Persia, . there are other countries 
which are great producers of opium, such as 
Turkey, Afganistan, Egyp~. Turkestan, Bokhara, 
Khiva and Turkman, wh1ch do not yet belong 
to the League of Nations and were not repre
sented on the Opium Committees. In my 
opinion, it is most important th~t the opinion 
of the opium-producing countnes should be 
as14;ed at all Committees and Conferences dea
ling with the opium question. The represen
tative of Persia was present at all the Committees 
but no one asked him what was the position 
of his country in relation to this thorny ques
tion or how they could help Persia out of her 
difficulties. The only question that was asked 
was why Persia did not destroy her poppy 
plantations once and for all and deliver the 
human race from the opium scourge. No one 
seemed to realise that we. could not decree the 
starvation of thousands .of men, women and 
children employed in the cultivation of opium, 
which for centuries had been their sole means 
of livelihood. These people are not to blame, 
because they genuinely believed they were 
selling opium as a medicine to relieve suffering. 

Fortunately, the United States delegation, 
after a careful examination, grasped the true 
import of our memorandum and, taking the 
view that our arguments were just and well 
founded, their delegate in Sub-Committee B 
proposed that a Committee of Enquiry com
posed of agricultural, engineering and financial 
experts should be sent to Persia under the 
auspices of the League of Nations to study the 
question on the spot and to seek the best method 
of giving us effective assistance and of reducing 
the cultivation of opium to strictly medical 
and scientific needs. 

At the request of the United States delega
tion, I telegraphed to Teheran the text of 
their proposal, and I am happy to be able to 
inform the Conference that I have just received 
a cable from H.E. the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs informing me that the Persian Govern
ment accepts the proposal of the United States 
delegation. · 

The first step has thus been taken towards 
the solution of the opium question in Persia, 
and I hope that the Conference, the Council 
and the Assembly of the League of Nations 
will adopt a favourable attitude towards the 
proposal of the United States delegation, 
thus rendering a great service to humanity 
and to the noble aims which inspire this Confe
rence. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : M. Daladier, delegate of 

France, will address the Conference. 

M. Daladier (France) : 
Translation : Ladies and gentlemen, my 

first duty is to associate myself fully, on behalf 
of the French delegation, with the noble sen
timents which have been expressed here by 
Viscount Cecil and M. Loudon. I feel that 
it is incumbent on us to express in particular 
our pr_of';lund respect for Viscount Cecil, whose 
unremitting efforts for so many years in the 
cause of international understanding have 
earned our profoundest gratitude. (Applause.) 

I would now like to lay before the Conference 
a few observations which are not guided by 



political considerations but rather by a desire to 
bring the discussion back to the precist" point 
- front which, I think, it has strayed under the 
influence of these very political copsiderations 
- and to treat this problem of narcotics as it 
should be treated : in a practical spirit and 
with the determination to attain real and effec
tive results. 

After hearing all the eloquent speeches which 
. have been made here in the last two days, I 
. can only say that I still hold to the observa
tion which .I made in my first speech, namely, 
that the pnmary consideration is still the cam
paign against alkaloids. I regret that the 
question of prepared opium has been in some 
sort treated separately, for I have gained the 
conviction both from the work of experts and 
from the experience of practical men that, to 
use. a c_olloquial expression, the hypodermic 
syrmge ~s a much graver danger to humanity 
than the opium-smoker's pipe. 

It is a matter of regret to me that while we 
have been engaged in this great debate.on opium 
we appear to have forgotten that· in many of 
our leading newspapers there appear daily 
advertisements publicly offering quantities of 
alkaloids corresponding to millions and hun
dreds of millions of those injections which are 
both so degrading and so fatal in their effects. 
1 have felt it incumbent on me to make this 
statement, ladies and gentlemen, but needless 
to say, that does not mean that France has 
any desire to turn a deaf ear to the invitation 
which is extended to her here; on the contrary, 
she is resolved to deal with this problem of 
opium and of opium consumption in all sin
cerity and loyalty. 

I listened with great interest to the declara
tion made by the Japanese delegate, a decla
ration inspired alike by the highest idealism 
and by a keen sense of reality. His country 
has made a yery considerable effort against 
the abuse of opium, and I note from my honou
rable colleague's statement that the result 
of the experiment has been to suppress, or 
at least to reduce very considerably, the con
sumption of opium in Formosa, but that most 
of these energetic and disinterested measures 
failed when they were applied ill Kwantung. 
The Japanese delegation has thus placed the 
problem in its true light, and the conclusion 
it has put before you is that in Formosa, an 
island of three million inhabitants, which is 
easy to control, Japan. has succeede~ in res
tricting considerably the use of opmm for 
smoking, but that in Kwantung, where geo
graphical conditions are different, she has been 
unable to attain this result, because she has 
been the victim of contraband and of the illicit 
traffic in opium. 

Contraband, ·illicit traffic ; these· are the 
difficulties which dominate the problem and 
which the delegates of all the countries repre
sented here have emphasised. When I hear 
and read the declarations of the honourable 
delegate for Japan, I am particularly struck 
by the lesson they contain, namely, that the 
chief difficulty is to deal with inveterate smokers. 
He particularly emphas~sed that the. peril was 
a serious one and that mnumerable mveterate 
smokers, rather than give up thei~ vice, wo~d 
emigrate to countries where opmm-smokmg 
was still tolerated. This is a problem which 
very Closely affects F~ance, becll:use 70 pe~ cent 
of the opium-smokers m Indo-China are Chinese. 

I also listened with deep interest to the honou
rable delegate of the United States. I have the 
greatest admiration for the fervour with which 
his great country is pursuing the struggle against 

· narcotics and the energy with which he himself 
defended his point of view. But I venture to 
say that, treating this problem on its merits, I 
cannot think that the American proposals would 
have the results which the United States dele
gation anticipates. And why ? Because they 
only deal with the question of imports. 

The experience of so many of the delegations 
assembled here is that if it 1s desired to reduce 
consumption it is necessary to take a series 
of co-ordinated measures dealing simultaneously 
with all the aspects of the problem : produc
tion, traffic, importation and consumption. Ij 
any evidence is needed in support of this 
view - which for my part I will never cease 
to maintain - I can give you a few defi'hite 
facts for which, if any delegations desire expla
nations, I can quote chapter and verse. 

In the documents which I have here, and on 
which I invite the Conference's comments, I 
see that the Chinese people between 1906 and 
1917 succeeded in suppressing almost entirely 
the production of opium. Since the civil war 
which has unfortunately overtaken that great 
country, the measures adopted, although they 
correspond to the aspirations of the best ele
ments in the population, have not been respected 
in practice. We, as neighbours of that country, 
know that the generals, the governors of the 
provinces and the army chiefs, whatever may 
be ·the intentions of the Central Government, 
at present derive the greater part of their 
revenue from the traffic in opium. 

In reality, China is gradually cultivating the 
poppy once more on a very large scale, although 
m 1917 its production had almost ceased. The 
cultivation of the poppy has even been intro
ducedintoprovinces where it was unknown before 
the prohibition era. In the regions of Yung-chin, 
Pao-ling, Shung-shan and Chiun-ching, "opium . 
trains" are run under military guard. At 
Kwo-gang, Fai-Ho, Ying-Chow-Fu and Su
Chow-Fu, one-tenth of the land is covered with 
poppy ; the tax levied on cultivation in a 
single locality attains the figure of 400,ooo 
pia~tres. 

I might multiply examples, and if it proves t.p 
be necessary later on in the discussion, I will 
quote others, which we can compare with those 
I have just mentioned. But for the moment 
the point I wish to mention again is that, at the 
very doors of the French possessions in· the 
Far East, the cultivation of the poppy has 
been resumed on a considerable scale. It 
would therefore be hypocritical of me· to accept 
a formal and strict undertaking, when on our 
very frontiers no steps are being taken to 
prohibit or even strictly to reduce the cultiva-~ 
tion of the poppy. 

If, gentlemen, you grant me these premises, 
you will recognise that production, traffic, impor
tation and consumption are problems which 
cannot be treated separately ; they can only 
be considered and dealt with as a whole. I 
find a theoretical justification of this point of 
view in the official declarations of Ame1ican 
statesmen. In "Hearings before the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs - House of Representatives, 
U.S.A., February 21st, 1924", I find Resolu
tion No 20 of the 68th Congress, which reads 
as follows : 
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• 
"In order to prevent the abuse o_f these 

products, it is necessary to exerct~e t~e 
control of the production of raw optum m 
such a manner that there will be no suq>lus 
available for non-medical and non-scten
ti fie purposes." 

I may also quote an extremely eloquent and 
moving speech made by 1\lr. Po_rter at the _fifth 
session of the Advisory Commtttee on Optum, 
which was also held here at Geneva from May 
to June 1923. 1\lr. Porter said : 

"The United States feels that the unres
tricted production of raw opium inevitably 
results in a surplus of the drug over and 
above that required for medicinal and 
scientific purposes, and the diversion o~ it 

" or its derivatives - morphine, cocame 
and codeine - into illicit channels of 

~international traffic, thereby creating a 
problem of universal international concern." 

I would also like to add this sentence, the 
importance of which will not escape you. Mr. 
Porter continues in these terms : 

" ... and making impossible the exe
cution of laws adopted by the several 
Governments under the terms of the Con
vention." 

I think it would be bad taste on my part if 
I pressed this point any further. I would like 
to say, however, that if certain somewhat strong 
remarks which have been made were levelled 
at my country, I feel that it is unnecessary for 
me to answer them, first, because I consider 
that history sufficiently proves that France has 
always honoured her signature, and, secondly, 
because, as regards this question of raw opium 
and its consumption, France on her own ini
tiative, and without waiting for the convocation 
of any international conference, has reduced the 
consumption of opium for smoking by more than 
50 per cent since 1906. 

I recognise, however, that the strong criti
cisms so ably formulated by Mr. Porter contain 
a number of definite objections, some of which, 
at least, appear to me to be well founded. I 
think that it is the duty of all the countries 
represented at this Conference to take careful 
note of these objections. I understand fully 
Mr. Porter's objection when he states that if 
no undertaking is entered into with regard to 
t~e enquiry of which he has spoken, with a 
vtew to the suppression of opium for smoking 
within a specified period, it will look as if all 
action in this matter is being put off to the 
~reek. Kalends. This was not, in fact, the 
mtenhon of those who put forward these pro
posals, but I recognise that on this point Mr. 
Porter should obtain satisfaction. 

To be faithful to the methods of conciliation 
peace and mutual concession, which are symboli~ 

'of the very atmosphere of Geneva, and to follow 
the numerous examples of co-operation and har
mony which have been given to the whole 
world in this yery room, the French delegation 
the_refo_re destres to make a declaration in 
whtc~ 1~ has ~ndeavoured to conciliate the often 
~onfii~hng v1ews which have been put forward 
m thts Conference. 
• With your permission, ladies and gentlemen 
I will read it : ' 

:·The Government ofthe French Republic, 
bemg fir~y resolved to fight against the 
use of optum and other narcotics under any 

form in the countries placed under its 
authority; . 

"But considering, as it has already stated, 
that the consumption of these drugs in its 
possessions in Indo-China is closely depen
dent on the production in the neighbouring 
countries : 

"Undertakes to abolish completely the 
use of prepared opium in its territory 
within the periods and subject to the con
ditions specified below : 

"Within a period oftwo years from the 
date of ratification of this Convention, 
the States exercising authority in ter
ritories contiguous to French Indo-China 
will suppress the cultivation of the poppy, 
or will effect a very considerable reduc
tion therein, for all purposes other than 
medical and scientific ; · 

"During the third year and following 
years, the Council of,; the l League of 
Nations will officially note the effective 
disappearance, or very considerable re
duction, of the cultivation of the poppy 
in these territories. . . 

"The Government of the French Repub
lic undertakes, as soon as the Council 
of the League of Nations has notified it 
of its decision, to suppress progressively 
and completely the use of prepared opium 
in Indo-China within a maximum period 
of fifteen years." 

As regards the scope and meaning of this 
declaration, I of course entirely agree with 
what Viscount Cecil said in regard to the legal 
aspect, and I have therefore added the follow
ing paragraph to the declaration : 

"In the view of the French Government, 
these provisions confirm and complete 
those adopted in virtue of the Hague Con
vention of 1912, and those inserted in the 
draft Final Protocol adopted by the First 
Opium Conference, which met at Geneva 
on November 3rd, 1924." 

Gentlemen, I trust that in this way, if I 
have not had the good fortune to gain your con
viction and your adherence, I have at any rate 
done my best to respond on behalf of my country 
to the appeal which has been addressed to us 
in this Conference. 

We have been reminded of the difficulties 
encountered in the fight against slavery and of 
the final success gained in that field. Allow 
me to say that France was the first country to 
abolish slavery and to endeavour to establish 
equality as between the races of mankind. 
She considers that the equality of men does 
not depend on colour but on the sincerity of 
their efforts to achieve justice. 

In this question of opium, we are determined 
to remain loyal to our traditions and to the 
example which has been set by our forefathers. 
Accordingly, now that the time has come, as 
we hope, to begin an active and effective crusade 
against opium, the French people are ready and 
willing to respond to the call. (Loud applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : There are still four speakers 

o~ m~ list ; I will therefore postpone the 
dts~usston on the pr~posal submitted by the 
Un~ted ~tates delegation to the next meeting, 
whtch wtll take place this afternoon at 4 o'clock 
punctually. 

The Conference rose at 1.25 p.m. 
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68. PREPARED OPIUM : CHAPTER II OF 
THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA:· MOTION SUB
MITTED BY THE DELEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: CONTI
NUATION OF THE DISCUSSION. 

The President : 
Translation .: The meeting is open. 
I call upon M. El Guindy, first delegate for 

Egypt, to address the Conference. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation: Mr. President, ladies and gentle

men, I did not think I should be called upon 
to take part in this discussion, especially as 
I had, on the eve of our adjournment, expres
sed my admiration for the laudable and praise
. worthy efforts of the United States delegation 
and my approval of the motion which it had 
put forward, and which forms the subject of 
our present discussion. 

I should be glad to concur in the suggestion 
made in this connection by the Japanese dele
gation, but there is one important word, a 
word of decisive importance, if I may say so, 
which has been used and frequently repeated, 
and which causes me to intervene in the 

discussion. That word is "smuggling." In this 
connection, .I may affirm that, as far as I know, 
no country m the world has suffered more than 
Egypt. Smuggling on a vast scale of all 
narcotic substances (hashish, morphine, heroin, 
cocaine and their derivatives) is assuming ever 
larger dimensions in our country, in spite of 
the great efforts made by all the competent 
authorities. 

In consequence, the situation has become so 
alarming that the whole nation, with the excep
tion, of course, of the addicts themselves, is 
aroused to the utmost indignation, and from 
all sides, from religious and educational bodies 
and from administrative circles, moving and 
eloquent appeals are reaching us pointing out 
the ravages of these drugs and calling upon us 
to put a stop to them. The newspapers, 
both Egyptian and foreign, are every day 
devoting important space in their columns tq 
this subject. A quite recent communiqu~ from 
the Chief of Police in Cairo shows that 85 per 
cent of lunacy cases are due to the abuse of 
these drugs. 

This does not mean that the Egyptian 
Government is doing nothing to stop smuggling. 
No country has to bear such heavy charges 
in its budget for this purpose as Egypt, but 
in spite of this, varying quantities of hashish, 
cocaine, morphine and heroin, etc. are daily 
being confiscated. At one time we thought , 
that this evil- this terrible epidemic, rather
would remain confined to the big towns. 
Unhappily this is not the case. In the Egyptian 
countryside the fellah, who is the Egyptian 
peasant, used only to think of working for 
himself, his family and his bit of land. Now 
one of the most intelligent and hardest-working 
peasantries in the world is threatened with the 
loss of its fine qualities through the effects of 
these drugs. From being a valuable factor 
in society and civilisation, it is likely to become 
a danger and an enemy to humanity. 

As I have had the honour to explain to you, 
we have not failed in our task. Like all of 
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you, w~ are doing our _best practically _and 
morally to combat smuggling. At the same time, 
I must confess with sorrow and regret that the 
results arc neither decisive nor re-assuring, nor, 
indeed, even satisfactory. The smugglers will 
beat us and will certainly gain the upper hand, 
thanks to their financial resources and their 
unscrupulousness. The more we work to sta~p 
out smuggling, the more the smugglers will 
increase their efforts.· This is what I have 
always said and what I have ~emarked to !llY 
colleagues in our conversations. concermng 
hashish and the other drugs. 

In order to remedy this deplorable state of 
affairs, we have only one single radical means, 
namely; to attack the evil at its source, to 
~trike at the root of the matter, as our colleagues 
and predecessors in the debate h~ve so well 
saict. The smuggler must be. d~pnve~ of t_he 
opportunity to employ his skill m domg ev1l.; 
at any price the production of these narcotics 
must be reduced, both as regards their culti
vation and manufacture, and then we shall 
attain our object. Let us forbid absolutely 
the production of hashish,. opiul_ll ~r coca 
leaves their salts and their denvatives for 
other 'purposes than medical and scientifi~ 
use. 

At the beginning, no doubt, we shall be faced 
with various difficulties, but we shall overcome 
them without suffering much loss. Let us 
have the courage of our convictions. Let us 
all do some practical work toward this humani
tarian end. Let us all contribute our disin
terested and effective co-operation, as we have 
many times promised ·to do. Let us stand 
side by side and paralyse this "terrible evil ; 
let us destroy the common enemy. 

Let each for his part make the great and 
heavy sacrifice, which will not be very great 
nor very heavy in comparison with the results 
so much desired and hoped for. Otherwise, "it 
seems to me. that we should be wasting our 
time and that our efforts would be in vain, since 
the results would be nil. Let us therefore 
reduce the production of all drugs, and we shall 
then realise our common aim. By this reduc
tion, which is the only remedy, we shall save 
the victims themselves as well as the criminal 
~.mugglers and their propaganda agents. 

Let us allow men to live free, independent 
and healthy lives, that is to say, to live in peace 
and with good-will one towards the other, with 
feelings of friendliness and mutual confidence, 
instead of being nourished on hatred, rancour 
and distrust. 

In this way we shall show ourselves doubly 
worthy of our country, humanity and the whole 
of civilisation. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation: 111. Veverka, delegate of Czecho

slovakia, will address the Conference. 

M. Veverka (Czechoslovakia) : 
Tra11slation : lllr. President, ladies and gen

tl~men, two months ago the Conference started 
With a general discussion. We all stated our 
opinions, made our declarationsofgood-will, and 
only after long and laborious discussion did 
we succeed in drawing up a plan of work and 
finally start upon it. 
. To-day_ we are resuming the general discus
&lo~, for 1t was necessary to provide an oppor
tumty of stating their views for .those who 

have come among us for the first time to give 
us their support and assistance. We ~re ~lad 
to find that these new comers are msp1red 
with the same idealism and the same wish to 
succeed as ourselves. Their names and their 
records are a guarantee that we shall arrive 
at a happy result. . 

I am not afraid to speak of ideahsm, ·even 
after the exhortation of the honourable dele
gate for India. The realist methods of which 
he spoke will doubtless be applied_ when we 
are seeking to devise effective machinery to 
organise the campaign against drugs, but in 
order to find courage to create this effective 

. and practical machinery, apart from all mate
rial considerations, we must be guided by idea
lism, an idealism which must be as enthusiastic 
as it is militant and constructive, as noble and 
as pure as it is laborious- an idealism of which 
we have a shining example. among us - I 
mean Viscount Cecil, the great apostle of 
human solidarity. · 

If we want to succeed we must get to work. 
One of my colleagues said to me, in all sincerity, 
that it was very- hard for him to·discuss prob
lems here which the others sometimes did 
nof understand. I confess my ignorance, but 
I do not despair, because all the great social 
and political problems of humanity, such as 
freedom of conscience, serfdom, slavery,· and· 
the problem of political liberty, have been solved 
by men who in the opinion of contemporary 
experts did not understand them. 

To come to the chief point of the present 
discussion, that is to say, the proposal made 
by the United States delegation to refer their 
suggestions for discussion to a competent 
Sub-Committee, I support the word "discus
sion" but not the word "adoption". I do not 
see for my part, as a good democrat, that it 
is possible to give a blank refusal to this request, 
whatever interpretation may be put upon the 
resolutions of the Assembly. 

The distinguished President of my country, 
Thomas Masaryk, when he returned from exile, 
stated his whole programme in three words : · 
"Democracy means discussion". It seems dif
ficult for us not to accept this maxim as our 
guiding principle, after we have called a Confe
rence of such high moral authority and such 
technical competence. It seems the more diffi
cult since the delegates of the British Empire 
and France have made declarations on the 
same subject. It would seem logical to put 
these statements together and refer them to a 
competent Sub-Committee, but .we have also 
before us a suggestion by the Polish delegation 
and a very concrete proposal by the Indian 
delegation, the latter asking that the question 
of reference should be settled by tlie authority 
of the President. We also have the French 
statement, which might in my opinion serve 
a;; a basis for reconciling these various sugges
tions. 

After two months' experience, we must say 
to ourselves "dicimus justiciam moniti", and. 
after so much discussion "et post tot crimina 
rerum". All these proposals deserve to be 
considered with attention. We must find a 
solution which will allow us to continue our 
efforts to. arriye at a just and equitable settle
ment a~ud th1s maze of suggestions. In or.der 
~o obtam this result we need time, and, if this 
1s granted to us, I am convinced that we shall 
succeed, since I cannot imagine that there is 
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any statesman, no matter. what position he 
may occupy among the great of this world 
who w<;mld dare to-day to assume and tak~ 
upon ~mself_ the tremendous responsibility of 
destr9ymg this <;onference, which was convoked 
under the ausptces of the League of Nations 

·and the brotherhood of peoples. (Applause.) 

The President : 
. Translation : I call upon Dr. Sjostrand, 
delegate of Sweden, to speak. 

M •. Sjostrand (Sweden) : . 
M~. President and _fe~ow-delegates, I feel 

. convmced that t~e maJonty of representatives 

. from States not duectly concerned in the matter 
under. ~ebate would like to have time to form 
an _optmon about t~e different proposals, decla
ratwns and suggestions which we have received. 
On the one hand, there is the United States 
proposal, demanding a straight vote on the refer
ence of the matter to a Sub-Committee of the 
Conference. On the other hand there is a 
declaration from the British delegate also 
relating to the matter under debate and fu'rther 
a declaration from the French d~legate. Th~ 
delegate of the United States seems to be 

· willing to make some concessions as to the 
substance covered by his motion, and perhaps 

. the sam~ willingness might be found on the 
other side. · 
. For my pa~t, I cannot see why these proposals 
and declarabons could not be used as a basis 
for discussion, with a view to reaching an agree
ment which would satisfy all the members of 
the Conference. Some of us have the impres
sion that if a vote were taken here and now it 
would mean a breakdown of. the Conference, 
which would indeed be very regrettable. Two 
or three days are not wasted if during that time 
a way could be found out of the present dilemma. 
In the meantime it may perhaps not be impos
sible to find a means of co-ordinating the diffe
rent proposals and suggestions and of placing 
them before the Conference in such a form as 
will enable us to resume our work and to 
arrive finally at a satisfactory conclusion. 

For instance, it might be useful to lay the 
proposals, declarations and suggestions before 
a body or a delegation composed of an equal 
number of delegates from the First and Second 
Conferences. Of course, different suggestions 
may be inade for the composition of such a 
body, and I do not lay any special stress upon 
that point now. But what I do lay stress upon 
is the importance of leaving ·nothing untried 
in order to find a solution. 

It would really be a disgrace if after the Lea11ue 
has passed through five years of constructive 
work •. during which no Conference and no. 
Commission has failed to arrive at all events 
at some measure of general agreement, this 

·Conference should break up. In the numerous 
other Conferences, even where questions closely 
touching the national honour were involved, 
an agreement has been found possible. Pr~b
lems of fundamental interest, such as fronher 
and minorities questions, and even the ques~ion 
of security, involving political difficul~tes tn~
nitely greater than those with wh1ch th1s 
Conference is concerned, have been solved .. It 
would surely be a calamity if the hopes wh1ch 
millions of people throughout the world have 
based on the League of Nations wer~ to be 
_prejudiced, if not destroyed, by the failure of 

this Conference to find some way o~t of its 
present difficulties. 

The issue at stake is not whether we shall find 
a solution of the technical problem with which 
we are confronted but whether we are to check 
the · whole development of the League and 
diminish the faith and the hope which the demo
cracies of the world have placed in it. It -is 
for this reason that I urge the Conference to 
~onsider my "suggestion, and I am certain that 
1t corresponds to the fee1ings of all the countries 
not directly interested in the question and I 
believe also to the feelings of those' whose 
interests are directly \nvolved . 

I therefore move that the discussion of the 
United States proposal be adjourned until 
Saturday, January 24th, in order that we may 
try to find a means of elucidating and co-ord;~. 
n:ating the proposals, declarations and sugges
borts before the Conference, perhaps by means 
of a delegation created from the two Confe
rences. 

· The President : 
Translation : We now have before us 

a proposal 'by the honourable delegate for ' 
Sweden! which i~ certainly inspired bT the 
most smcere destre for the success o this 
Conference. I do not think there can be 
any objection to the discussion of this proposal 
to-day. T.o save time, I will request the Secre
tariat to be so good as to have Dr. Sjostrand's 

·proposal distributed. In the meantime, we 
will continue the discussion on the motion 
submitted by the American. delegation. When 
the delegates are fully acquainted with- the 
Swedish proposal, I will open the discussion · 
on this motion of order. . 

Has anyone any objection ? 
I call upon M. Toivola, delegate of Finland, 

to speak.· 

M. Toivola (Finland) ': . 
I rise to second the motion put by my 

· Swedish friend. Before saying a single word 
on the question which is before us now, I wish 
to make it quite clear that the country which 
I have the honour to represent here is disinte
rested in the question of opium-smoking. We 
are not producing opium and we do not smoke 
it_. even if we are very fond of a good Engli!j,h 
ptpe .. 

But, disinterested as we are in that question, 
we are not altogether disinterested in the future 
of this Conference. I agree with my Swedish 
friend that the breakdown of this Conference 
would be perhaps fatal for the League of 
Nations. I think every Member of the League 
would be happy to see this Conference lead to 
some tangible result. A few days would, in 
my opinion, be long enough in which to show 
whether there is the possibility of a concilia
tion between the different points of view. . • 

I have the impression, for my own part, that 
such a basis for conciliation exists. The United 
States delegation, which has with great enthu
siasm taken part in our work since the middle 
of November last, has, I believe, come here to 
do business. I think, in the same way, that 
the British delegation has not come here to 
make obstructions, and the declaration made 
by the head of the French delegation this 
morning shows, to my mind, that good-will 
exists on the part of France. Well, that 
good-will must be explored. 
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I thiltk that the proposal made by my 
Swedish friend opens the door for the Confe
rence to find a solution. To my mind, the 
only condition for success is that we gras~ the 
facts and the realities that have been pomted 
out to us, and in my opinion the most real 
fact is that not everything we have asked for 
can be obtained at this Conference. If we are 
asking for a pound of flesh, we cannot get it, 
but a body created in the way' suggested by 
Dr. Sjostrand might give us half a pound, a_nd 
personally I should be quite content w1th 
that. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : Mr. Shepherd, delegate of 

Australia, will address the Conference. 
~ . 

Mr. Shepherd (Australia) : 
M:r. President, I had no desire to take 'part 

in this debate, and probably would not have 
done so but for a statement in the Journal de 
Geneve that I was going to vote for the United 
States proposal. I wish at once to correct 
that statement. I do not intend. to vote for 
the United States proposal for various reasons: 
because I believe it to be outside the scope of 
this Conference and because the United States 
deloegation bas repeatedly stated that what it 
wanted was to have its proposal discussed. Well, 
so far as I can see, its proposal has been very fully 
discussed ; in fact, it seems to me that we have 
done very little else but discuss it for some time 
past. These discussions have clearly and defi
nitely demonstrated the fact that a number of 
countries most concerned cannot see their way 
to accept them for reasons which appear to be 
clear and justifiable under existing conditions. 

Even if the American Suggestions were 
within the competence of this Conference, they 
would be referred to a Committee composed 
of exactly the same elements as the full Confe
rence. The discussion in the full Conference 
has clearly shown that there is no prospect of 
unanimity, as several of the countries most 
concerned have definitely stated their views. 
No good purpose would therefore be served by 
again stating them in a Committee. 
. It is therefore perfectly obvious that there 
IS no prospect whatever of agreement. I have 
IV> desire to see the Conference destroyed, 
because I am most anxious to see progress in 
the direction of stopping the traffic in the 
derivatives of opium and coca which was the 
principal duty entrusted to this Conference. 
I hope, therefore, that wiser counsels will 
p~evail a!ld that the American delegation 
wtll be satisfied with having achieved its object, 
namely: the full discussion of its proposals. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : I call upon the Ron. Stephen 

Porter, delegate of the United States, to speak. 

The Hon. Stephen Q, Porter (United States 
of America) : 

lllr. President, ladies and gentlemen of the 
Confere~ce.. the ~istinguished delegate from 
Australia IS entirely mistaken. Apparently 
he has not read the pending motion · it does 
not a;;k ·for the discussion of this it~m in the 
Ame~can Suggestions ; it asks for the consi
~erat10n of it in the same way that all other 
;~ms ha~e bee':l, or I hope will be, considered. 

e certamly d1d not cross the Atlantic Ocean 

for the purpose of bearing it discussed and 
having the matter end there. We came here 
in good faith in the hope that the proposal 
would be considered by the Confer~nce and 
passed upon - either adopted or reJected. 

We first met on the 17th of last November. 
I believe that is now sixty-four days ago, and 
I still find myself knocking a~ the ~oor o! the 
Conference for a hearing on th1s particular 1tem. 
It may be that I am now in the vestibule -
I am not sure - but I am certain that the. 
door-bell must be out of order. 

I would be delighted if the Conference would 
take the suggestion of the distinguished dele
gate from Czechoslovakia and refer all these 
matters to an appropriate Committee. Nothing 
would please me more, because we axe only 
asking to be heard in the ordinary way. 

A motion of adjournment until-next Satur
day has been put before the Conference .. Well, 
I like Geneva ; I have met many dehghtful 
people here ; but I am afraid that if I st'?P 
here much longer I shall forget my home m 
the smoky city. I am perfectly willing to 
wait. I think everyone will grant that I 
have been quite patient in regard to the matter. 
And why ? Because we all recognise the impor
tance of this matter to the whole world, and 
because we have been hoping against hope that 
we can reach a satisfactory agreemeut. 

I must confess that I feel very much discour
aged in regard to the situation. However, the 
position can change quite rapidly in conferences. 
The present situation may change, · and. I 
have no objection to an adjournment until 
Saturday, because I have always been willing 
to confer with anybody on every occasion in 
the hope of reaching an amicable adjustment 
of this matter. I have, however, one guide
post which frankness and candour compel 
me to state, and that is this: that I should 
not feel justifie<f in agreeing to a treaty that 
would not effectively suppress this traffic. 
If I did so, I would be unfair and unjust to 
every delegate here. If I signed an agreement 
that was otherwise, the chances are that I 
would not be able to secure its ratification 
by the Senate of the United States. I do 
not want to put myself in that position, and 
I know you do not want me to do so. 

I might go a step further and say that it 
has been somewhat humiliating for us that we 
have not been able to be heard on this problem, 
but, notwithstanding that, I have no objection 
to adjourning it until Saturday. I beg, however, 
that on Saturday we may dispose of the matter 
once and for all. 

The President : 
. Translation : The last speaker began speak
tog on the proposal for adjournment put by 
the . first delegate for Sweden. Although this 
motion has not yet been distributed to the 
members of the Conference, I have nothing to 
urge against its immediate discussion. I will 
therefore open the discussion on this motion 
for adjournment. · 

Viscount Cecil, delegate of the British Empire, 
will address the Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I have only a few words to say. I am pre

pare~ to accept the motion put forward by the. 
~wed1sh delegate, and I think on the whole 
1t represents the best course we could pursue. 



It will'be, of course, for the President to decide 
but I ~rust that the intervening days may not 
be entirely l?st by the Conference, and that 
we may poss1bly be able to go on with other 
parts of our work in the meanwhile. 

I do not really need to add anything, except 
that, . as regar~s the other suggestions which 
were mcluded m the Swedish delegate's speech 
I can only s~y th~t I will give them my most 
earnest co~s1deration. My object is to arrive 
at a solution of the deadlock in which we 
find ourselves, and, if I may be permitted to 
say so to Mr. Porter, I make no declaration as 
to what I will or will not ultimately accept. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : M. Sze delegate of China, 

will address the Confere~ce. 

M. Sze (China) : 
· . I rise with all seriousness to say a few words 

. With reference to the proposal submitted to 
the Conference _by_ the distinguished delegate 
of Sweden. Th1s 1s not the first time that I 
have had the honour of addressing the Confe
rence on ~he desirability or necessity or wisdom 
of an adJournment. When the last adjourn
ment was proposed, before the Christmas 
vacation, it was with much concern, as I 
~old .you yesterday, that I gave my assent. It 
1~ w1tlr no less concern that I rise to-day to 
g~ve my assent ; I hope that this adjournment, 
though only for a space of two days will 
bring_ us results acceptable to all, r~sults 
up?n which we may look with pride and admi
ration. 

In giving my assent to the proposal that there 
should be an adjournment in order to afford 
art opportunity for a possible harmonising of 
the several proposals or suggestions that have 
been made regarding the control of the (raffic 
in prepared opium, it is appropriate that I 
should say that any proposal that may be 
presented to this Conference, in order to be 
acceptable to my country, will have to be 
one that gives definite assurances that within 
a reasonable period of time, the termination 
of which can be clearly foreseen, the legalised 
traffic in prepared opium in those· territories 
and possessions where it is now temporarily 
permitted by law will be brought to an end. 
It is my duty, in giving my assent to the new 

· proposal of adjournment, to state my position 
clearly. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Loudon, delegate of the 

Netherlands, will address the Conference. 

M. Loudon (Netherlands) : 
Translation : May I be allowed to address 

a few words more particularly to Viscount Cecil ? 
I do not know if I have rightly understood 
what he said. Did Viscount Cecil say that he 
agreed to the adjournment of the Conference 
pure and simple or that he agreed to submitting 
this question to a Committee or a delegation 
of the two Conferences ? 

The President : 
Translation : I think that the first dele

gate for the Netherlands has slightly misun
derstood what was said. The proposal made 
by the first delegate .for Sweden referred simply 

~o t~e adjournment, in order that we might 
m this way try to effect a co-ordination of the 
different suggestions and proposals. It con
tained no suggestions as to the methods to be 
employed in this co-ordination. Is the first 
delegate for the Netherlands satisfied with this 
explanation ? 

M. Loudon (Netherlands) : 
. Translation : Perfectly. 

The President : 
Tra~s.lation :. Viscount Cecil, delegate of 

the Bntish Emp1re, will address the Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
. I should like to reply out of courtesy to m1 

fnend the delegate of the Netherlands. The 
~resid_ent ha~ very accurately expressed. my 
mtention. I mtended to assent to the adjourn
ment, and to the adjournment only. As to 
the other matter, I will, of course, consider 
m?st car~fully what. the Swedish delegate has 
sa1d, but 1t would eVIdently be improper on the 
spur of the moment to express any opinion 
upon it, favourable or unfavourable. 

The President : 
Translation : . l\1. Daladier, delegate of 

France, will address the Conference. 

M. Daladier (France) : 
Translation : On behalf of the French dele

gation, I gladly concur in the proposal that has 
been put before us. At the same time, I would 
observe that, in my opinion, Saturday, the date 
prqposed, should be the latest date. I mean 
that, if the delegates find themselves in a posi
tion to resume the Conference sooner, it should 
be understood that we might meet, say, on 
Friday. Subject to this reservation, the French 
delegation gladly adheres to the Swedish pro
posal. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : As I interpret the remark of 

the French delegation, the question of resuming 
the meetings should be left to my discretion. 

M. Daladier (France) : 
Translation : Certainly, Mr. President. 

The President : 
Translation : Does the delegate of Sweden 

wish to give any supplementary information 
regarding his proposal ? 

M. Sjilstrand (Sweden) : 
I only wish to confirm the fact that the inter

P_retat_ion t.he President has given to my in ten-. 
bons 1s qmte correct. 

. 
The President : 
Translation : Do any members of the Con

ference wish to add anything in regard to the 
Swedish proposal for adjournment ? Does any-
one want a formal vote on this proposal ? · 

As no one has asked to speak, I declare the 
proposal by the Swedish delegation unanimously 
accepted, it being understood that it is inter
preted in the way just explained by the first 
delegate of France. 

The proposal was adopted. 
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69. METHOD OF WORK OF THE COMMIT
TEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES AND 
APPOINTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINA
TION COMMITTEE. 

The Preeident : 

Translation : Previously to this meeting 
I had intended to propose an adjournment, not 
in connection with the question with which 
we have dealt to-day but in order to dispose 
of the other outstanding work of the Confe
rence. To-morrow at 10.30 a.m: there will 
be a meeting of the Business Committee, of 
which I have the honour to be the Chairman. 

I must ask the Chairmen of the different 
,Sub-Committees for information as to how the 
"work of their respective Sub-Committees stands. 
I do not know whether these gentlemen desire 
to give this information at once or whether they 
prefer to communicate it to me in writing. As 
no one has asked to speak, I presume that 
these gentlemen will inform me in the manner 
they think best. I must, however, draw your 
attention to several points. . 

As I have already said, we have had the mis
fortune to lose a very distinguished represen
tative in the first delegate for Canada, Dr. 
Beland, Chairman of Sub-Committee A. This 
Sub-Committee will therefore have to appoint 
a new Chairman. Accordingly, I would ask 
the Vice-Chairman, the delegate for Sweden, 
to be so good as to take the necessary steps to 
summon a meeting of the Sub-Committee for 
the purpose of appointing its Chairman. 

I have a question to put with regard to the 
reports of the Sub-Committees. The Chairmen 
of the Sub-Committees need not answer this 
question now if they do not wish to !lo so. 
The reports which were distributed before the 
Christmas adjournment are "provisional re
ports" and I cannot judge whether the· Sub
Committees do or do not desire to revise these 
reports prior to their discussion. I believe 
that the report of Sub-Committee B, of which 
the Polish delegate is Chairman, is not yet 
complete .. 
· I will ask the Vice-Chairman of Sub-Committee 
A, and the Chairmen of the other Sub-Commit
tees, to be so good as to inform me on this 
point. 

Before the Christmas adjournment the Con
ference had decided to create a Co-ordination 
Commi_ttee. In consequence of a proposal. by 
th~ Bntish delegation, it had been agreed that 
this Co-ordination Committee should be made 
up of two members of Sub-Committees A B 
and D and one member of Sub-Committee' C. 
I ther~fore request the Vice-Chairman of Sub
Committee A and the Chairmen of the other 
three Sub-~mmittees. to be so good as to 
summon the1r respective Sub-Committees in 
order to nominate the members who are to 
form the Co-ordination Committee. 

After these appointments are made, I will 
ask t~e elected members to meet and select 
a Chairman. 

Further; I would like to put a question to the 
!"embers of the Business Committee, a rather 
Important question, bec~useit affects thearrange
m~nts of the work wh1ch remains to be done. 
\\hen the reports of the different Sub-Commit
tees are finall_y completed, should they be dis
cubse~ here m plenary session before being 
su nutted to the Co-ordination Committee or 

is it better that they should first be submitted 
to the Co-ordination Committee before being 
discussed in plenary meeting ? I do not wish 
to express an opinion on this subject, but I 
will ask the members of the Business Committee 
to consider the point. If my second suggestion 
is accepted, the plenary Conference wi!l have 
a definitive text for its discussion, and the dele
gations which are not in at:!ree~ent with. the 
views adopted by the Co-ordmatlon Committee 
will be able to formulate proposals or suggest 
modifications as regards the final work of the 
Co-ordination Committee. 

M. de Palacios, delegate of Spain, will address 
the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : Mr. President, I should like 

to make one practical observation. According 
to what you have just said, Sub-Committees 
A, B, C and D will doubtless meet to-morrow 
.in order to appoint one or t.wo of. their members, 
as the case may be, to serve on the Co-ordina
tion Committee. Thus it is certain that several 
representatives of the same nationality will 
serve on the Co-ordination Committee. Do 
you not think that we could apply to that 
Committee the same system as was adopted 
in constituting the Sub-Committees of the 
Conference, which consists in providing as far 
as possible for the representation of producing 
countries, consuming countries and countries 
not directly concerned in the problem ? 

This seems to be an important point to· con
sider. If we. refer to our Rules of Procedure, 
we should perhaps find a better solution, for 
example, in Article 5, which lays down that, 
among other things, the Business Committee 
shall nominate for the approval of the Confe
rence, should occasion arise, the members of any 
Committee which shall be constituted by the 
Conference. It seems to me, therefore, that: 
in conformity with our Rules of Procedure, 
we could entrust to the Business Committee 
the duty of establishing the Co-ordination 
Committee. 

The President : 
Translation : I thank M. de Palacios for 

his suggestion. I quite agree that our Rules 
of Procedure seem to entitle us to entrust- to 
the Business Committee the duty of making 
the proposals to the Conference as regards the 
nomination of members. 

. If there is no opinion to the contrary, I 
Will venture, in my capacity as Chairman of 
the Business Committee, to propose the dis
cussion of this point with ·my colleagues at 
to-morrow morning's meeting. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Trans~ation : Mr. President, may I say a 

word with regard to the question raised, or 
~ould you prefer that I should defer my remark 
bll the next meeting of the Business Committee ? 

The President : 
Translation : If you think that the obser

vation you desire to make may be helpful from 
the general aspect of the question, I will ask 
you to speak. 

M .. Dlnichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I do not think I shall take 

up the time of the Conference very long. I 
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simply wish to say t~s :· I quite appreciate 111 .. de 
Palacios' apprehensions, but I do not thmk 
that they are quite justified. The different 
members of the Sub-Committees are also repre
sentatives of their delegations. On the Co-ordi
nation Committee, however, at least SQ far as 
I understand the matter, the representatives 
of the different Sub-Committees are the manda
tories and spokesmen of those Sub-Committees. 
They have to set forth and explain within the 
Co-ordination Committee the work done by 
the Sub-Committees. Consequently, I do not 
think that there is any conflict of interests, if 

·I may say so, since on the one hand we have 
the representatives of the delegations and on_ 
the other the authorised representatives of the 
Sub-Committees, who have worked for weeks 
at the study of the different problems submitted 
.to them. . 

I think, therefore, that we should leave to 
the Sub-Committees the free choice of their 

. representatives o.n the Co-ordina~i?n Committee, 
since they are m the best posttlon to choose 
from among persons who have participated 
most actively in the work. 

However, this question could, of course, 
be discussed by the Business Committee.. As 
M. de Palacios is not a member of that Commtttee, 

· I wanted to put this objection to him to-day. 

The President 
Translation : M. Chodzko~ delegate of Po

land, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I have no objection to the 

discussion of this question by the Business Com
tnittee. I ought, howev~r. to draw. your 
attention to the fact that m Sub-Commtttee B, 
for example, we have already appointed two 
representatives, of whom one is the Rapporteur 
of that Sub-Committee. I imagine that this 
case might also arise as regards the other Sub
Committees, for the Rapporteurs are best able 
to give information on the course of the. work 
and will be most suited to defend a pomt of. 
view before the Co-ordination Committee. 

The President : • 
Translation : I thank M. Chodzko for his 

observation.· Account will naturally be taken 
of his point of view in to-morrow's discussion 
by the Business Committee. The Sub-Com
mittees will, of course, at all times have the 
right to appoint their members. . 

The Business Committee will accordmgly 
meet to-morrow morning at. II a.m. 

The Conference rose at 5.40 p.m. 
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69. WITHDRAWAL OF THE DELEGATION 
OF THE FREE CITY OF DANZIG 
FROM THE CONFERENCE : NOTE 
FROM THE POLISH DELEGATION. 

The President : 
Translation : Before opening the discussion 

on the first item on our agenda, I wish to read 
this note which I have just received from the 
first .Polish delegate :. 

[Translation) : 
"The Senate of the Free City of Danzig 

has expressed its desire to recall its dele
gation from the Second Opium Conference 
now meeting at Geneva under the auspices 
of the League of Nations, and, the Polish 
Government having agreed to the Senate's · 
request, I have the honour to notify you 

herewith that the Danzig delegation has 
been recalled by my Government. 

"I have to inform you that the delega
tion will therefore take no further part in 
the Conference." 

The communication from the Polish delegation 
was noted. 

70. PREPARED OPIUM : CHAPTER II OF 
THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA: MOTION SUB
MITTED BY THE DELEGATION OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 
CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION, 

The President : 
Translation : You will remember that we 

adjourned two days ago on a motion submitte<l 
by the Swedish delegation in order that we 
might endeavour to find a means of elucidating 
and co-ordinating so far as possible the various 
proposals, suggestions and declarations submit
ted during our discussions. 

We will now continue the discussion on the 
motion proposed by the United States delega
tion. I call upon M. Toivola, the Finnish dele
gate, to speak. 

M. Toivola (Finland) ~ 
When we adjourned last Wednesday, we 

all hoped that the adjournment would help 
us to find a way out of the difficulties which 
have been confronting us since the middle of 
November. I can assure you that during the 
two days that have elapsed since last we met 
no avenue likely to lead to a solution of the 
opposing views has been left unexplored. On 
every side there has been most sincere good-will 
in seeking a compromise which would enable 
the Conference to continue its work and to 
reach a happy conclusion. 

After having discussed this question with 
a great many of my fellow-delegates, I am able 
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to propost> an amendment to the motion of 
the delegation of the United States of America, 
an am«.>ndment which I hope will be carried 
by this Conference. · 

If I have understood the Chinese delegate 
correctly, he has no objection to the amendment 
being discussed now, but simply asks that a 
vote· should not be taken until this afternoon: 

I will read the amendment, which is as 
follows : 

"In suggesting that the First Opium 
Conference meet in order to take a corres
ponding decision, identical in its object, 
and on condition that that corresponding 
decision be adopted : 

"The Second Opium Conference decides: 
"To name eight delegates representative 

of Governments which have not participat
ed in the First Conference to form a 
Committee with eight members designated 
by the latter ; 

"That that Committee shall be entrusted 
with examining the aforementioned pro
posal of the delegation of the United States 
of America, together with the various 
suggestions and declarations presented du
ring the recent discussions of the Second 
Conference. The Committee shall present 
a report to the two Conferences on the 
result of its work with the least possible 
delay." 

I have very few words to add. I think that, 
if this amendment to the American motion is 
accepted, it would provide a basis for the colla
boration of all the delegations in this Confe
rence. I may say that, in my opinion, this 
amendment has been made in the spirit that 
has always prevailed in the assemblies of ·the 
League of Nations, and I think all my colleagues 
here agree that international collaboration 
cannot be made to yield good results without 
that very spirit. 

The President : 
Translation : Under paragraph 2 of Article 

II of the Rules of Procedure, I may, during the 
debate, allow any. amendment or resolution 
to be discussed or voted upon if the text has 
been .submitt~d to me in Y.Titing beforehand. 
As th1s formality has been complied with in the 
present case, I now declare open the discussion 
on the Finnish amendment. 
. I call upon M. Sze, delegate of China, to 
address the Conference. 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I wish, 

on behalf of my delegation, to congratulate 
the delegate of Finland on the result of the 
efforts that ?av~ be~n made during the last 
two days. 1'\othmg IS further from our desire 
than that this Conference should find the excel
len~ resul_t of those efforts unacceptable to it. 
Th1s motiOn, however, has come so suddenly 
and unexpectedly before us that I would ask 
the Pre~id~nt to be good enough to cause it 
to be_ dlstnbuted so that we may be able to 
~xar~une and discuss it intelligently. Moreover, 
m VJew of the fact of its sudden appearance, 
may I a.~k that the vote on the subject may not 
be t!lken ':'ntil this afternoon, after a full dis
cussiOn this morning. 

. The President : 
Translation: In anticipation of the wishes of 

mem~rs of the Conference, I have given in
struct~on~ for the amendment to be roneod 
and d1stnbuted at once. 

In any case, I think that we can hardly 
ask the Conference to vote on the amendment 
now,. as certain members may rerhaps wish to 
submit further amendments. I the discussion 
is concluded this morning, I l'lill remember 
M. Sze's request. 

I call upon Viscount Cecil, delegate of the 
British Empire, to speak. 

VIscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
We all, of course, knew that some proposal 

of this kind would be presented to the Confe
r~nce, b.ecau.se ~he Swedish .delegat~, in. making 
h1s motion, md1cated that It was m h1s mind. 
It does not therefore come altogether as a 
surprise to any of us that such a motion has 
been presented. At the same time, I think 
there is a great deal to be said for the Presi
dent's suggestion that we might adjourn for a 
quarter of an hour until the text has been roneod 
and distributed. 

I will reserve my general observation!<. if 
that is the desire of the Conference. Ail I 
will say now is that I hope the Conference will 
consider this proposal very seriously. It seems 
t? me to .be de~igned to meet a very g~ave 
dlflic.u~ty m wh1ch we are placed, without 
r~qumng a':ly of those w~o have taken strong 
v:1ews on th1s matter to Withdraw from the posi
tion they have taken up. I think that this is 
alw~ys a ve~y desirable way of meeting diffi
culties. It 1s nearly always extremely diffi
cult for the representative of a sovereign Govern
ment to abandon a position which he has 
taken up ; .but if_ he can find me~ns of meeting 
the other VIew Without abandomng that posi
tion, that is the wise course to adopt. 

I should have thought that this resolution 
leave~ undecided the question of the competence 
of th1s Conference to deal with the matter. 
It -puts that question on one side. On the 
other hand, it provides for a very careful and 
d:t~led consideration of the proposals of the 
Umted States and of the declarations of the 
intentions of particular Governments with re
gard to this question. This seems to me to be 
a practical commonsense way of dealing with 
the situation, and as far as I am concerned 
tho~gh I would like to reserve my final opinio~ 
unbl_ I have seen the texts more closely in 
Enghsh and French, my first inclination is to 
accept t~e proposal that has been put forward, 
because 1t seems to me to meet the case in 
a practical and commonsense fashion without 
victory to either side. I have always asserted 
and still believe, that the great secret of th~ 
success of the League of Nations is that it aims 
at securing agreement without victory. I 
therefore move that we do now adjourn for a 
quarter of an hour pending the distribution 
of the resolution in English and French. 

The Hon, Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : . 

I second the motion. 
[The meeting was adjourned at II.Io a.m . 

and 1'esumed at II.JO a.m.] 
The President : 

. Translation : We will continue the discus-
51?" . on the amendment submitted by the 
Fmmsh delegation. 
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I call upon M. Sjostrand, the Swedish dele-
gate, to speak. . · 

M. SjiSetrand (Sweden) : 
Mr. President ana fellow-delegates, I rise 

to support the amendment to the ·American 
proposal. It is evident to all members of 
this Conference that we have arrived at a point 
where we have to take a decision of the most 
vital character. In such a situation, I rise 
to plead not f9r .theoretical distinctions, nor 
for ha~d and ~as~ rules, but for practical co
operation. Th1s IS perhaps a new ·method of 
work in this Conference, but we ought not to 
separate before having tried it, for the stakes 
are enormous. 

People outside the Conference cannot grasp 
the theoretical aspect of the question, nor can 
they understand the subleties of division, 
but what they see is that there is a lack of 
ability to come to a reasonable conclusion, to 
a practical result. This is the test to which 
we are put ; this is the measure according to 
which our work is to be judged, and not only 
the work of this Conference but the whole 
humanitarian work of the League, so admirably 
performed up till now. 

May I also remind you that it is the first 
Conference of the League where duly accredited 
representatives of the great American Republic 
are taking part. This great fact is more than a 
revelation: it is a revolution. It marks the 
end of· a period, and it depends upon us if it 
will mark the beginning of a new. 

What bas brought us- into our present posi
tion ? - the separate mandates given by the 
Assembly of the League to the two Conferences. 
But the object of the whole work undertaken 
by the League is evidently to develop and 
make more effective the measures provided for 
or indicated in the Hague Convention. It can 
never have been the intention of the Assembly 
to split the Hague Convention into two parts 
and thus to weaken instead of reinforcing it. 
In that case, it must have been in the minds 
of the authors of Resolutions V and VI that 
the results achieved by both Conferences should 
be co-ordinated and made a whole. 

In my opinion, it is up to both Con~ere~ces 
to take in band that work of co-ordination, 
as was foreshadowed in a suggestion made by 
the Japanese delegation before the adjournment 
last year. What would, in effect, have been 
the difference if this division of mandates had 
not been laid down by the Assembly and if 
the whole work had been entrusted to one 
single cdnference ? . In reality I cannot see 
very much difference, if any. If there had 
been one single Conference, Chapter II of the 
Hague Convention would presumably _have 
been referred to a Committee or Sub-Committee, 
in which both parties, those directly concerned 
and those not directly interested, would have 
been represented in equal numbers: Now we 
can refer this question to a delegation of both 
Conferences, where both Conferences are equally 
represented. · • · . 

You all know now the main lines upon ~hich 
the proposal is based. They are . consistent 
with the decisions taken by the League and 
they do not seem to impair, _bu~ rather to furt~er, 
the realisation of the prmc1ples upo": wl_llc_h 
the Hague Conven~ion is bas~~ and wh1ch 1t Js 
the solemn obligatiOn of all signatory Powers 
to bring into effect. 

The President: 
Translation : M. Loudon, delegate of the 

Netherlands, will address the Conference. 

M. Loudon (Netherlands) : 
· Translation : I merely wish to submit a 

slight amendment to the Finnish proposal. 
In the Swedish proposal which we adopted 

three days ago, the word "delegation" was 
used instead of the word "commission". I 
think that it would be more correct to use in 
the Finnish proposal the term "delegation", 
and I believe that the French delegate will 
agree with me. I propose, therefore, that the 
word "commission" be replaced by the word 
"delegation" or even "dlllgation mixte". . . . 

The President : 
Translation : Unless I am mistaken, M. 

Loudon simply wishes to substitute "delegation" 
for "commission". 

M. Sugimura, delegate of Japan, will address 
the Conferepce. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation: In order to prevent unnecessary 

confusion, I wish to state at once that I am 
in favour of the Finnish proposal. I should like, 
however, to submit two minor points : 

{I) I should like to ask the Finnish delegate 
if the Committee will as a matter of course 
examine not only the various suggestions 
submitted during the recent discussions of the 
Second Conference but also any proposals 
which m~y be put forward subsequently. 

M. Toivola (Finland) : 
Translation : Certainly. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : If that is so, I need not dwell 

on the point. 
(2) Sweden, like Japan, assisted in the draft

ing of the fourth Assembly's resolution. As 
regards the actual principle, ~ agree with ~~e 
Finnish delegate that, accordmg to the spmt 
of the Hague Convention, all the various ques
tions form one single whole. There remains, 
however, a question of form: I refer to the 
juridical independence of the two Conferences, 
this being a point which has been stressed ~y 
many of the delegations. 

If the question. of principle is satisfact?ril.Y 
settled the question of form, although It IS · 
of sec~ndary importance, will still have to 
be dealt with. 

I think that we must maintain the juridical 
independence of the two Conferences, in order 
that the force of the fourth Assembly's resolu
tions may not be weakened. On this point, 
I do not suggest that there is any difference 
of opinion between the Swedish delegate an<t · 
myself ; I merely wish to give my opinion. 

The Preeiden\ : 
Translation : Viscount Cecil, delegate of 

the British Empire, will address the Confe
rence. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
In the first place, I should like to ask the dele

gate from the Netherlands whether it is really 
necessary for him to insist on his amendme_nt. 
I will tell him my difficulty. I do not thmk 
there is any way of rendering in English the 
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distinction between a delegation and a commis
sion. Our poor, heavy. insular minds fail to 
perceive the distinction between the two, 
though possibly the Scotch, ~ho are better 
metaphysicians than we are, m1ght be able to 
grasp it. Therefore, as fa~ as I can s_ee, even 
if the word were changed m French, 1t would 
have to remain the same in English. You can 
put anything in the French text you like, 
because you understand that language far 
better than I do, and if in French it is more 
satisfactory to call it "delegation" rather than 
"commission" I have no objection. As far 
as the English text is conce~ned; howeyer, 
I object strongly to any change m the word!ng, 
because it would raise all sorts of questiOns 
and doubts whereas "committee" is a word 
'which is pe~fectly well understood in English. 

As to the point raised by the Japanese dele
gat(;, I entirely agree with him that. h!s proposals, 
to which I know he has been g1vmg a great 
deal of time, ought to come before this "Mixed 
Committee". That is· clear, and I imagine 
the whole Conference agrees that this Committee 
is not to be confined to anything that has 
actually been proposed but t~at any_ conc~lia
tory proposal will be open to lts considerat.JOn. 

In this connection, there is just one shght 
criticism of the wording which I make merely 
in order to avoid any misunderstanding after
wards. The text says : "That Committee 
shall be entrusted with examining the afore
mentioned proposal' ... " What is intended, of 
course, is not merely the proposal of the 
American delegation but the substance of the 

. American Suggestions dealing with the whole 
question of prepared opium. The "aforementioned 
proposal", as it reads, might be construed in 
a narrower sense. We desire to have the whole 
matter submitted to the Committee. 

I only mention that point so as to avoid any 
misunderstanding. The only proposal that has 
been aforementioned in this document is the 
proposal to refer the matter to a Committee, 
but we want all the suggestions of the American 
delegation so refeJ;Ted, in order that they 
can be compared · and dealt with in view of 
the discussion which has been held and the 
other observations which have been made. 

As to the latter part of the observations of 
the Japanese delegate, I hope he will not press 
this matter any further. The whole object 
of this proposal is to leave on ·one side for the 
time being the controversy that has arisen 
about competence. It can be raised later if 
necessary, but for the time being we do not 
want to decide that question one way or the 
other but to reach a practical solution in regard 
t~ the_ substance of the difficulty. I agree 
With h1m most fully that, if we can reach a 
practical solution in regard to the substance 
of the difficulty, it will be found that the 
form will present very little difficulty indeed. 
I hope therefore that we may ·now adopt this 
resolution, which seems to me to command the 
general assent of the Conference. 

The Preeident : 
Translation: I should be glad if Viscount Cecil 

would state whether his proposal concerning 
the amendment is a formal one. 

Viscount Cecil {British Empire) : 
I did not mean to propose any modification. 

I merely meant to make a declaration before 

the Conference to the effect that it was not 
suggested that the duties of the Mixed Committee 
should be confined to dealing with the American 
proposal to refer this matter to a Committee, 
but rather that it shou!U consider the whole 
merits of the American proposal which was 
referred to it. 

The President : 
Translation : Then the tex~ stands ? · 

Viscount Cecil {British Empir~) : 
Yes. If the word "aforementioned" were 

struck out, the text would be quite clear. I 
do not care whether there is any actual amend
ment or not, provided we are clear that no 
formal or narrow restriction will be placed on 
the work of this Committee but that it will 
really try to get to the bottom of the question. . . 

M. Toivola {Finland) : 
It seems to me that, if the word "aforemen

tioned" is omitted, the· text becomes very 
much clearer. ln. that case, I think we ought 
to say "proposals of the delegation of the United 
States of America". . 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I agree. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Sze, delegate· of China, 

will address the Conference. 

M. S:z:e (China) : 
Mr. President and members of the .Confe

rence, I rise to say one word and· to give one 
assurance to the Conference. I should like 
to suggest a slight amendment to the motion 
which is now before the Conference, an amend
ment which, I am sure, will cause no difficulty 
to the Conference. It is to add at the end of 
the motion of the delegation of Finland the 
words "for consideration by these Conferences". 

Then I wish to assure the Conference as 
earnestly, as sincerely and as expressly as the 
words at my command will permit me that, so 
far as my delegation is concerned, we shall 
make, without hesitation and without- reser
vation, the utmost efforts · to work together 
with the other members of the Committee and 
to try our best to bring its work to a successful 
conclusion. I say that for several reasons. 

The first is that it is only right that we should 
all worl< for success. The second is that I am 
very solicitous for the hundreds of thousands · 
of Chinese who are now resident in the\erritories 
and possessions of European Powers in the 
Far East where prepared opium, the use of 
which is temporarily legalised, is sold, if not 
exclusively, at any rate mainly, to Chinese 
subjects. There is the further reason that 
any improvement which is made in the condi
tion of things in those territories and possessions 
will have a most beneficial reaction on the anti
opium work in China itself. I need not dwell 
upon that point, because the first delegate of 
japan has said again and again -· speaking 
from a rich experience - that anti-opium work 
done in one country reacts on the anti-opium 
work in another country. 

In conclusion, may l repeat that my dele
gation will do its utmost to assist in bringing 
the work of the 1\Iixed Committee to a successful 
conclusion. 
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The President : . 
Translation · 111. Sjostrand, delegat~ of 

Sweden, will addre~s the Conference. 

· M. Sjostrand (Sweden) : 
I rise to answer the question put to me by 

the delegate of Japan. I think that the inde
pendence of . both Conferences is adequately 
safegu:u-df'~d m ~he proposal. This body of 
co-ordmation which has been suggested is a 
delegation of both Conferences. That means 
·~hat ea~h Conference has delegated its powers 
. m certam respects to that body without either 
Conference sacrificing its own independence. 

· Of course, the decision of the Assembly stands, 
and the proposal represents an effort to recon
cile the decision of the Assembly with our 
intentions in this Conference. · 

The President : 
Translation : As no one else wishes to 

· speak, I call up(;m the Finnish delegate to give 
his views on the amendment submitted by the 

· first Chinese delegate. 

M. Toivola (Finland) 
. In my view, the few words that the delegate 
of China would like to add at the end of the 
amendment would in no way change the 

. substance of the amendment. 
Personally, I cannot see any necessity for 

adopting his amendment, but if he presses for 
its adoption, I hope that we shall be able 

. to accept it. Its adoption would mean that, 
instead of the motion ending with the words 
"with the least possible delay", the concluding 
words would be "with the least possible delay, 
for the. consideration of these Conferences". 

It. must be understood, if the amendment is 
adopted, that the added words would in no way 
change our position as to the question of com
petence. 

The President : 
Translation ·. : M. Loudon, delegate of the 

Netherlands, will address the Conference. 

M. Loudon (Netherlands) : 
Translation : Mr. President, as regards the 

amendment submitted by the first Chinese 
delegate, I share the Finnish' delegate's opinion. 
This amendment would serve no useful pur
pose ; I would go even further and say that 
it is not quite logical. If anything is to be 
added it seems to me the text should read : 
"This' Committee shall, with the least possible 
delay, present a report to the two Conferen~es 
in order that each Conference may examme 
it". 

The President : 
Translation : M. Sze, delegate of China, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President, of course I am not an expert 

in European languages and I do not always 
see the finesse, the fine points, that _are :aised. 
I submitted this little amendment m VleW of 
what Viscount Cecil has said, unless I have 
misunderstood him, and I beg ~im to correct 
me if· I· have misunderstood h1m. I thought 
he said it was understood that the result 
would be reported to the 'Conferences and 
duly considered, and therefore I thought my 

amendment was entirely in order. In order to 
avoid any misunderstanding, especially as I am 
doing nothing except following the lead taken by 
the distinguished delegate of the British Empire, 
I think I may be pardoned for introducing this 
and for asking its acceptance by the Confe
rence. 

The President : 
Translation : Viscount Cecil, delegate of 

the British Empire, will address the Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
Out of courtesy to 111. Sze, I feel bound to 

reply. I find myself in entire agreement with 
what was said by the delegate of Finland. I do 

· not think the addition of these words makes tire 
slightest change in the sense of the original 
proposition. I agree with him that as long 
as it is understood that they ·have no hidden 
and undisclosed meaning, which I am surf 
would be far from the wish of the delegate of 
China, I see no objection to their being inserted. 
Personally, however, I share the view of the 
representative of Finland that, as a mattf'r 
of drafting, his original phrase is better and 
clearer than it would be with these words 
added. But if anyone doubts it, by all means 
let them be added. I do not mind. Of course, 
if the addition were made, it would be on the 
understanding expressed by the delegate of 
Finland at the end of his speech. 

The President : 
Translation : l\1. Daladier, delegate of France, 

will address the Conferf'nce. 

M. Daladier (France) : 
Translation : I think that it would be advi

sable, in the interests of the work upon which' 
we are engaged, to terminate as soon as possible 
these calculations of addition, substraction and 
multiplication which have perhaps taken up too 
much of our time. I think I may say, without 
hurting the feelings of anyone present, that 
the Finnish delegate's proposal came as a surprise 
to no one, and that if we all searched our 
pockets we should find a number of. motions 
designed to effect· a compromise, for there is, 
I think, one point on which we are unanimous0 : 

all delegations are agreed that we must make 
a determined effort if the hopes which world 
opinion has placed in this Conference are not 
to be deceived. 

I therefore ask the Conference to take a vote 
at once. · If each of us, regretting that his own 
motion cannot be adopted, endeavours to have 
part of it inserted in the Finnish delegation's 
text, there is every likelihood that we shall 
remain here for months. 

I propose, then, that we should sacrifice our • 
own ambitions, however noble and reasonable 
they may be, and should make the effort re
quired of all assemblies, unanimously adopting, 
without reservations, the text so admirably 
and explicitly drawn liP by the Finnish dele
gate. Finally, I would request .the Conference 
to agree that, should the text require further 
elucidation, the Finnish delegation should be 
left to give such explanations freely and without 
hindrance. 

Without, of course, venturing to advise our 
President, I would ask him to put the Finnish 
motion to the ·vote as it stands. (Prolonged 
applause.) 
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The President : 
Trt~nslation : I call upon the Hon. Stephen 

G. Porter, delegate of the United States, to 
address the Conference. 

The Hon. Stephen G. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, the 
proposal offered by the distinguished delegate 
from Finland meets with my approval, although 
I would like very much to see it amended 
as suggested by the distinguished delegate 
from China. 

There is, however, one enquiry which I 
would like to make before stating that I am 
going to vote for the resolution. As I have 
~·epeatedly said, all that the delegation of the 
United States has ever asked was that it should 
be rheard before an appropriate Committee, 
and that its proposals should be considered 
by this Conference. We believe there is 
nothing unreasonable in that request. 

I recognise the situation in which we are as 
fully as any other delegate. I would like 
to enquire - and so that there should be no 
doubt about it I have reduced it to writing -
I would like to enquire whether it is the under
standing of the distinguished delegates of ~he 
British Empire, France, the Netherlands, Japan, 
China, India, Siam and Portugal that, if this 
proposal is adopted, the Second Conference may 
consider the report and may take appropriate 
action in regard to it. 

In other words, I can see nothing to be gained 
by referring this matter to this Committee if 
no action is to be taken by the Conference. 
It would be time wasted and labour lost. I 
make this enquiry because I am not as familiar 
with your parliamentary rules as I should be. 
I am assuming that the resolution contemplates 
the consideration of this report by the Confe
~nc~. If I am correct in that assumption, 
1t will be a pleasure to vote for the resolution. 

The President : 
Translation : Viscount Cecil, delegate of 

the British Empire, will address the Conference. 
VIscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
As the delegate of the United States was 

eood enough to address this question to me, 
amon~ other p~ople,. I can only say that my 
o~n Judgment 1s qmte clear, that the report 
vnll undoubtedly be considered by the Confe
rences. There would be no purpose in having a 
report unless it was to be considered by the 
Confere.nce~. It is equally clear, however, that 
any ObJection to the proposals in that report, 
whether on the ground of competence or on 
any other ground, will be as much open to the 
Conference or any member of it as it is at the 
present time, 

I do not .think that the matter can be put 
more clearly than that. The whole object 
was to have a detailed examination and to see 
w~ether it is possible to reach an agreement 
wtth refe~ence to this subject. I trust that 
no. ques~10ns or observations will be made 
whtch wdl render it less likely that such an 
agreement should be reached. 

The President : 
Translation : . I would gladly adopt the 

first. French delegate's suggestion, but we must 
act lD accordance with the procedure generally 
followed at assemblies of the League of Nations. 

As I understand the position, we have to deal 
with only one amendment, the Chinese amend
ment. The substitution of the word "delega
tion" for the word "commission" appears 
to me a matter of translation rather than an 
amendment. As regards the words which Lord 
Cecil suggests amending, that point has been 
settled, as the Finnish delegate, who submitted 
the amendment in question, introduced a 
modification in the text by making the word 
"proposal" plural. 

The third amendment, and the only formal 
one, is the amendment submitted by the Chinese 
delegation, which is to the effect that the words 
"for consideration by this Conference" should be 
added at the end of the last paragraph. I cannot 
quite grasp the reason for this proposal. A 
definite procedure is followed in all Conferences 
of this kind ; reports drawn up by the organi
sations specially appointed for the purpose 
are referred to the Conference for examination. 
The Chinese amendment appears to me, there
fore, to be unnecessary. 

I would ask the Chinese delegate to withdraw 
it, in order to facilitate the proceedings. If 
he is unable to agree to this suggestion, we 
must first put the additional amendment to 
the vote. 

M. Sze (China) : 
Mr. President and members of the Confe

rence, I shall be glad to agree to the request you 
make and withdraw the amendment which· I 
proposed. I have been told by you that in 
these Conferences of the League of Nations you 
are guided by certain rules. I have tried to 
the best of my ability to follow the Rules of 
Procedure adopted by the Conference, but if 
I am ignorant of any of the rules beyond .those 
in the rules of procedure I ask your indulgence 
should I come in conflict with those rules. 

May I also be permitted to say one thing 
before we vote on the proposal of the Finnish 
delegation ? Since the honourable delegate for 
the United States has included China among 
the delegations of which he asks the question, 
I wish to tell him that I believe, as has been 
said by so many delegations, that when the 
report comes before this Conference it will be 
within the scope of the Conference to discuss 
it and take appropriate action. Such is my 
understanding of the position, and if that 
understanding is correct I · gladly withdraw 
anything you may wish. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Sze was acting quite in 

accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the 
Conference. He had every right to propose an 
~mendment~ but it was my duty to apply to 
1t the ordmary rules governing assemblies. 
I was entitled to ask M. Sze to withdraw his 
amendment ; and, if he had been unwilling 
to do so, I should have had to put it to the 
vote. 

M. Loudon (Netherlands) : 
Translation : I beg to support the British 

delegate's reply to the first delegate of the 
United States. 

The President 
Translation : If no one else wishes to speak 

we will now take a vote. Does the Conferenc~ 
wish for a roll-call vote ? 

(No !) 
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The President : 
Translation : I will read the text in English 

as the amendment was originally drafted i~ 
that language : 

"In suggesting that the First Opium 
Conference meet in order to take a corre
sponding de~i~ion, identical in its object, 
and on condition that that corresponding 
decision be adopted-, 

"The Second Opium Conference 
"Decides : 

"To name eight delegates, representative 
?f Gove.rnments who ~ave not participated 
m the First Conference, to form a Committee 
with eight members designated bv the 
latter ; · 

"That Committee shall be entrusted with 
examining the proposals of the delegation 
of the United States of America, together 
with the various suggestions and declara
tions presented during the recent discus
sions of the Second Conference. The Com
mittee shall present a report to the two 
Conferences on the result of its work with 
the least possible delay." 

May I regard the first Finnish delegate's 
·proposal as adopted, subject to the slight 
amendment which he accepted, but without. 
M. Sze's amendment ? 

The proposal was unani~ously adopted. 

The President : 
Tra11slation : According to the terms of the 

resolution just adopted, the second Conference 
has to appoint eight delegates to sit on the Com

. mittee. I do not think that we can proceed 
~ to the election of these delegates until we have 

heard the views of~the Conference on the subject. 
I will not submit any proposal, therefore, for 
the election of these members. 

r1. CO-ORDINATION OF THE WORK OF 
SUB- COMMITTEES A, B, C AND D AND 
APPOINTMENT OF A DRAFTING COM
MITTEE : AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY 
THE PRESIDENTTOTHE RESOLUTION 
SUBMITTED BY THE BRITISH DELE
GATE AND ADOPTED BY THE CONFE
RENCE ON DECEMBER 8th, 19241• 

The President : 
Translation : There are still two items on 

our agenda. The second is connected with 
an amendment which I have the honour to 
'submit to you and which, I hope, will ~ot require 
discussion. It is on behalf of the Busmess Com
mittee that I am submitting this amendment 
to the resolution proposed by the British delega
tion and adopted by the Conference on De~e.m
ber 8th, 1924. It refers to the comp~s1tlon 
of the Co-ordination Committee. Accordmg to 
the terms of the present resolution, the Co
ordination Committee was to be composed 
of representatives of Sub-Comll?ittees .A. B, C 
and D which deal more especially w1th tech
nical questions. The Business Committee, how
ever, after discussing the matte~. came to 
the conclusion that it would be desirable to ap
point representatives of all the Sub-Committees 

1 See Verbatim Record of the thirteenth meeting 

to sit on the Co-ordination Committee, and 
thus widen the scope of the latter's work. 

I think the Conference will agree as to the 
advisability of this measure, and I propose, 
therefore, that you should modify the resolu
tion in order that Sub-Committees E and F 
may be represented on the Co-ordination Com
mittee in the same way as the other Sub
Committees. 

The text of the amendment which I propose 
reads as follows : 

"x. That a joint meeting of represen
tatives of Sub-Committees A, B, C, D, E 
and F be held for the purpose of co-ordi
nating the conclusions of these Sub-Com
mittees and presenting a joint report to 

C • 
the plenary onference. 

"Sub-Committees A, B, D, E and F shall 
each nominate two members in a'ddi
tion to theChairman, and Sub-Committee 
C one member in addition to the Chair
man, to represent them at the meeting. 

"2. That a Drafting Committee (Co
mill de Redaction) be appointed forthwith, 
consisting of the President of the Confe
rence and five persons to be nominated by 
the President, and that this Committee 
commence its work as soon as the report 
of any of the Sub-Committees has been 
approved by the Conference. 

The amendment was unanimo11sly adopted. 

I would ask the Chairmen of Sub-Committees 
E and F to nominate their members to sit 
on the Co-ordination Committee. 

I would also ask the Chairmen of Sub-Com
mittees B and D to come to an understanding 
with regard to one point of their decision. 
Mr. Shepherd, the Australian delegate, has been 
chosen by both Sub-Committees to represent 
them on the Co-ordination Committee. I think 
that it would be better if one of these Sub
Committees chose another representative. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I have discussed the matter 

with Mr. Shepherd, and we have agreed that 
he shall represent Sub-Committee D, while the 
Turkish delegate will represent Sub-Committee IJ. 

The Preeldent : 
Translatio11 : The latter therefore becomes 

a member of the Co-ordination Committee. 
Viscount Cecil, delegate of the British Empire, 

will address the Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I want to express the hope that the Confe

rence notwithstanding the meeting of the • 
Mixed Committee which we have just appointed, 
may be able to get on with the rest of its 

work. I share Mr. Porter's reluctance to tres
pass too long on the hospitality of Geneva, 
and I hope, therefore, that . we may be ab~e 
to get on .with our work. while that matter IS 
being considered. I pubcularly hope we shall 
be able to make progress with the Convention 
on the Use of Drugs, because tha~ is really the 
most vital matter we have to consider. . 

I should like also to express the hope - 1f 
I may do so without impertinence, because I 
am not a member of the First Conference -
that the First Conference will be able to meet 

• 
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without dday (either this morning or this 
aftt'rnoon), so that we may be able to pro~eed 
with the election of the members of the J\hxed 
Committee this afternoon, as· soon as we know 
whether the First Conference, in the words of 
our resolution, has taken "a corresponding deci
sion". In that event, I do not see why we should 
not be able to elect our members this afternoon, 
as it is not a complicated matter. 

The Preslden' : 
Translation : I share Viscount Cecil's views 

as to the desirability of getting on with our 
work. · 

I would ask Sub-Committees E and F. to 
inform me of the names of the members appomt
ed to represent them on the Co-ordination 
Committee. When I have this information 
I sha..ll be able to call a meeting of the Committee.· 

As regards Viscount Cecil's second obser
vation I shall of course, ask the First Confe
rence to meet ~s soon as possible, in order that 
it may elect ·the eight members to represent 
it on the Mixed Committee. 

M. de Palacloe (Spain) : 
Translation : I share the general desire -· 

a very legitimate desire - of members . of 
the Conference that we should get on With 
our work, and I would venture to point out 
that unless a decision is taken to the contrary 
- and so far no such decision has been taken -
the eight members who are to represent the 
Second Conference on the Mixed Committee 
can only be elected by that Conference on 
the proposal of the Business Committee. I 
propose, therefore, in accordance with Article 5 
of the Rules of Procedure, that the Business 
Committee should meet for this purpose. 

The Preslden' : 
Translation : 1\l. ·de Palacios is quite right. 

The Business Committee is entitled to be con
sulted on the question now before us, but the 
Rules of Procedure make no express provision 
to this effect ; they simply state that the 
Business Committee shall meet "should occasion 
arise". 

1 
Dr._CarriM-e (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I have asked pernuss10n to 

address the Conference but it is not in connection 
with the question now under discussion. I 
simply wished to inform you that, at its meeting 
yesterday, Sub-Committee F appointed· two 
representatives to sit on the Co-ordination 
Committee ; they are M. Perrot (France) and 
1\l. de l\[yttenmaere (Belgium). I have already 
handed in these names to you. 

• M. de Palacloe {Spain) : 
Translation : What I said was that· the 

members of the lllixed ·Committee should 
be appointed by the Second Conference on the 
proposal of the Business Committee unless 
a decision was taken to the contrary, and that so 
far no such decision had been taken. Unless a 
special decision is taken, the Rules of Procedure 
sh?ul~ be adhered to, but I do not raise any 
obJection to members being appointed direct 
by the Conference. 

Dr. El Oulndy (Egypt) 
Translation : ·I have just been informed that 

the First Conference is to meet at 4 o'clock. 

It will therefore reach some decision. · This 
being so, I would suggest that the Second ~onfe
rence should meet in order ~o take cogmsance 
of the decision, and to vote 1f necessary. 

The President : 
Translation : I cannot give an opinion on 

that point without consulting the President 
of this First Conference. 

• 
M. van Wettum (Netherlands) (President of 

the First Conference) : 
There is no objection on the part of the First 

Conference, which is meeting at 4 o'clock this 
afternoon. Perhaps you would be able, Sir, to 
convene a meeting of the Second Conference 
at 6 o'clock. 

The President : 
Translation : I do not think that there is 

any need to call a meeting of the ~usiness 
Committee for the purpose of proposmg the 
names of eight delegates to represent the Con
ference on the Mixed Committee. The Confer
ence can modify its Rules of Procedure as it 
pleases, and. there is n~ express prov!-siori 
which necessitates a meetmg of the Busmess 
Committee to deal with the question now 
before us. I am quite ready, however, to 
accept any suggestion from members of the 
Conference. 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt, delegate of 
Cuba, will address the Conference. 

M. de Aguero y Bethancourt {Cuba) : 
Translati01t : Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen, I thlnk that the Spanish delegate's 
remark is very much to the point. The Busi
ness Committee could certainly submit a pro
posal to the plenary meeting, but as we wish to 
gain time and not trespass too long on the hospi
tality of Geneva, to quote Viscount Cecil, I 
think that the best plan would be for our 
Conference to proceed at once to elect its dele
gates. In decidin9 this, we shall not be violating 
the Rules of Procedure, as this is a plenary 
meeting. I propose, therefore, that the mem
bers of the Conference should elect representa
tives at once without consulting the Business 
Committee. 
Ther~ is another reason for this, and a most 

important one. This Committee, which is 
about to undertake a very heavy responsibility, 
will have in its hands the whole fate of our 
Conference. It is this Committee which must 
deliver us from the deadlock that· has now 
existed for a month and a-half. The members 
who are to sit on the Committee must search 
their consciences, and each delegation must 
know exactly by whom it is going to be repre
sented .. 

For the above reasons, I propose that our 
Conference should elect its members direct. 
(Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon the Hon. Stephen 

G .. Porter, delegate of the United States. of 
America, to speak. 

The Hon. Stephen 0. Porter (United States 
of America) : 

I am in entire accord with the suggestion of 
the distinguished delegate from Cuba. I feel 
that we should follow the words of the Resolution 
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we have just passed. It says that the 
Conference is to name eight delegates represen
tative of Governments who have not partici
pated in- the First Conference. If it was our 
intention to delegate that authority to any 
other body, we should have so stated it. In 
the interests of accuracy, I think that we should 
follow the letter of the resolution and that this 
election should be made by the· Conference. 

The President : 
I think there has been some misunderstand

ing. M. de Palacios simply pointed out that, 
under the Rules of Procedure of the Conference, 
the delegates could be nominated by the Busi
ness Committee, but that as the Conference had 
plenary powers it had a right to nominate 
them itself. 

The proposal of M. de Aguero y Bethancourt 
is now before the Conference. It is that the 

Conference shall nominate the eight members of 
the Mixed Committee. I think that no vote 
is necessary and I take it that it is unanimously 
accepted. 

Agreed. 

The next plenary meeting of the Conference 
will be held at six o'clock this afternoon, and 
the only item on the agenda will be the 
election of the eight rt>presentativt>s on the 
Mixed Committee. 

M. Loudon (Netherlands) : 
Translation : I wish to ask a question. Will 

the election be by countries or by individuals ? 

The President 
Translatio11 : By countries. 

The Conference rose at I.Io p.m. 
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72. APPOINTMENT OF THE MIXED COM
MITTEE OF THE FIRST AND SECOND 
OPIUM CONFERENCES (COMMITTEE 
OF SIXTEEN) : LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE FIRST OPIUM 
CONFERENCE. 

The President : 
Translation : Immediately after our deci

sion of this morning, I wrote to the President 
of the First Conference, communicating to 
him the resolution you had passed. I have 
just received a reply from him, which reads 
as foilows : 

delegation apfointed to that Conference. 
In the event o his absence, he may appoint 
a substitute. 

(Signed) van WETTUM." 

The text of the resolution adopted by the 
First Opium Conference reads as follow~ : 

"The First International Opium Con
ference, 

"Taking note of the resolution adopted 
this morning by the Second International 
Opium Conference, 

"Accepts the invitation to appoint a 
delegation to form with a delegation of 
the Second Conference a Joint Committee 
which shall examine the proposals, decla
rations and suggestions which have been 
put forward by the American, British, 
French and other delegations on the latter 
Conference, and shall report the results 
of their work to the two Conferences a!it 
soon as possible." 

73. ELECTION OF THE DELEGATION OF 
EIGHT MEMBERS TO REPRESENT 
THE SECOND CONFERENCE ON THE 
COMMITTEE OF SIXTEEN. 

The Preeident : 

• 

"I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of to-day's date 
informing me of the resolution adopted 

. this morning by the Second International 
Opium Conference, and to acquaint you 
with the fact that the First International 
Opium Conference has adopted a resolution, 
a copy of which I enclose, accepting the 
invitation of the Second Conference to 
appoint a delegation to meet a delegation 
of the latter Conference. 

Translation : The Second Conference might • 
immediately proceed to the election of the eight 
members to represent it on the Committee of 
Sixteen . 

"The delegation of the First Conference 
wiii consist of the first delegate of each 

As regards the procedure for the election, 
the voting will take place by secret ballot and 
by roll-call. 

The Rules of Procedure of our Conference 
do not contain any special provisions regarding 
elections. I would propose, therefore, that 
we adopt the procedure already followed on 
similar occasions during our debates ; this 
procedure is define4 in Article 21 of the Rules 
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of Procedure of the Assembly of the League 
of Nations, and reads as follows : 

· "When a number of elective· places of 
the same nature are to be filled at one 
time, those persons who obtain an absolute 
majority at the first ballot shall be elected. 
If the number of persons obtaining such 
majority is less than the number of per
sons to be elected, there shall be a second 
ballot to fill the remaining places, the 
voting being restricted to the unsuccessful 
candidates who obtained the greatest num
ber of votes at the first ballot, not more 
than double in number the places remain
ing to be filled. Those candidates, to 
the· number required to be elected, who 
receive the greatest number of votes at the 
second ballot shall be declared elected." 

I presume that you will have no objection 
to adopting this procedure, as you have done 
so on previous occasions .• 

I would draw your attention to the fact that 
the voting will be for countries and not for 
persons. Voting papers bearing the na~es of 
persons will be regarded as null and votd. 

I have the honour to request the first dele· 
gate of Persia and the delegates of. Portugal 
and Canada to be so good as to asstst me as 
tellers. 

I request the Secretary-General of the Confe
rence to take the roll-call by countries. 

(The Conference' then proceeded to a vote by 
roll-call.) 

The Preeident : 

Translation : The ballot is closed. I beg 
the Secretary of the Conference to be so good 
as to count the voting papers. 

The following is the result of the ballot 

States voting ............. 35 
Absolute majority ........ 18 

The following States have obtained the follow-
. ing numbers of votes : 

United States .......... ' .30 
Brazil. .................. 26 
Cuba ..... : . ............. 23 
Egypt ................... 23 
Finland .................. 29 
Italy .................... 25 
Persia ................... 29 
Poland .................. 21 · 

Eight States have therefor~ obtained an a~o·- \'. 
lute majority in the first ballot. I declare the;J 
eight States elected by the Second Conference ' 
to be members of the Committee of Sixteen. 

I will detain you only for a few minutes longer 
before closing the meeting. Our work is now 
distributed between three groups of Committees: 
the Committee which you have just appointed, 
the Sub-Committees which have not entirely 
completed their work, and the Co-ordination 
Committee, which cannot begin its work 
before the Sub-Committees have completed 
theirs. The work of at least one of these 
Sub-Committees will be affected by the results 
of the deliberations of the Committee of which 
you have just elected the members. I would 
therefore suggest to the eight members of the 
Committee which has just been appointed that 
a constituent meeting should be held as soon 
as possible to elect the President and draw up 
the programme of the Committee. In my 
opinion, its work should not be interrupted by 
the ordinary work of the Conference. 

If you have any proposals to put· forward, 
I shall be glad to hear them. 

Since nobody desires to speak, I propose that 
the new Committee should meet on Monday 
morning at IO a.m. · 

The President's proposal was accepted. 

The President : 
Translation : Before closing the meeting, I 

would, with the permission of the first delegate 
of France, quote the memorable words spoken 
by another French Minister some eighty years 
ago at a time of crisis. I refer to M. Guizot, 
at that time Prime Minister, who possessed 
great wisdom and a· profound knowledge of 
human nature : 

"The crisis is at an end ; but I am one 
of those who know that in this world 
nothing is ever at an end. Unceasing 
work, frequently unsatisfactory, for results 
which are often doubtful and always incom
plete, such is life. I accept it without 
illusions, but also without despondency." 

It is with these words that I desire to close 
to-day's meeting. I further desire to express 
my sincerest good wishes for the success of 
the Committee we have just appointed, and the 
earnest hope that the work we have done to-day 
will mark the beginning of a new era in our 
Conference. (Applause.) 

The Conference rose at 6.50 p.m. 
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74. WITHDRAWAL OF THE DELEGATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA 
FROM THE CONFERENCE : . LETTER 
FROM THE UNITED STATES DELE
GATION. 

The President : 
Translation : Yesterday, as you know, I 

received a letter and note dated February 6th 
from the first delegate ot the United States: 
It reads as follows : 

"I have the honour to inform you that, in 
pursuance of authorisation of the President 
of the United States, this delegation, to its 
deep regret, finds itself. una~le longer to 
participate in the deliberations of t~e 
Opium Conference. The rea~ons for th1s 
action are more fully set forth m the enclo
sed memorandum. 

"In taking leave, permit me, on behalf 
of the delegation, to say ~hat we are deeply 
sensible of the consideration and kindness 
of our colleagues in the Conference, and to 
express to you and !o ~he officers and ~ecre
tariat our appreciation of the umform 
courtesy an~ the . cheerful, untiring and 
efficient serVIce which have been shown to 
the delegation. 

(Signed) Stephen G. PoRTER, 
Chairman." 

-I-

MEMORANDUM 

"The League of Nations, on October 
18th, 1923, extended an invitation to the 
Powers signatory to the Hague Convention, 
including the United States, to participate 
in an International Conference which was 
called for the purpose of giving effect to 
the following principles, subject to reser
vations made by certain nations regarding 
smoking-opium ; 

"I. If the purpose of the Hague 
Opium Convention is to be achieved 
according to its spirit and true intent, 
it must be recognised that the use of 
opium products for other than medical 
and scientific purposes is an abuse and 
not legitimate. 

"2. In order to prevent the abuse of 
these products it is necessary to exerciM 
the control of the production of raw 
opium in such a manner that there will 
be no surplus available for non-medical 
and non-scientific purposes. 
"The joint resolution adopted by the 

Congress of the United States on May 15th, 
1924, authorising our participation. in. the 
present Conference, quoted the pnnc1ples 
referred to in the preamble and expressly 
stipulated : 

"That the representatives of the United 
States shall sign no agreement which 
does not fulfill the conditions necessary 
for the suppression of the narcotic drug 
traffic as set forth in the preamble." 
"Despite more than two .months of di~-

cussion and repeated adjournments, It 
now clearly appears that the purpose for 
which the Conference was called cannot be 
accomplished. The reports of th~ va~o~s 
Committees of the Conference plamly mdi
·cate that there is no likelihood under pre
sent conditions that the production of raw 
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opium and coca leave~ wi_ll be restricted 
to the medicinal and scientific needs of the 

• world .. In fact, the nature of the r~ser
vations made show that no appreciable 
reduction in raw opium may be expected. 
. "It was hoped that if the. natio_ns i_n 

whose territories the use of smokmg opmm IS 
temporarily permitted would, in pursuance, 
of the obligation undertaken under Chapter 
II of the Hague Conventi?n• adopt mcas~:ues 
restricting the importatiOn o~ raw. opmm 
for the manufacture of smokmg-opmm or 
would agree to suppress t~e traffic within 
a definite period, such action woul_d mate
riallv reduce the market for raw opmm and 
an extensive limitation of production would 
inevitably follow. Unfortuna~ely, however, 
these nations, with the exceptiOn of Jap~n. 
are not prepared to reduce theconsumpt!on 

· of smoking-opium unless the p~oducmg 
nations agree to reduce pr~ductlo.n ~nd 
prevent smuggling from the1r terntones, 
and then only in the event of an adequate 
guarantee bemg given that the obligations 
undertaken by the producing nations would 

· be effectively and promp~ly fulfilled .. No 
restriction of the productiOn of raw opmm 
under such conditions can be expected. 

"In the matter of manufactured drugs and 
the control of transportation, an improve
ment over the· Hague Convention is 
noticeable. There is, however, no like
lihood of obtaining a complete control 
of all opium and coca-leaf derivatives. 
Irrespective of the measure of_ c~ntrol. pro
vided for manufactured drugs, 1t 1s believed 
that, by reason of the very small. bulk, 
tlie ease of. transportation with mini
mum risk of detection and the large finan
cial gains to be obtained from their illicit 
handling, such drugs and their derivatives 
can only be· effectively controlled if the 
production of the raw opium and coca 
leaves from which they are obtained is 
strictly limited to medical and scientific 
purposes. This the Conference -is unable 
to accomplish. 

"In the circumstances, the delegation 
of the United States, in pursuance of 
instructions received from its Government, 
has no alternative, under the terms of 
the joint resolution authorising partici
pation in the Conference, other than to 
withdraw, as it could not sign the Agree
ment which it is proposed to conclude. 
We desire to make it clear that withdrawal 
from the present Conference does not 
mean that the United States will cease 
its efforts through international co-ope
ration for the suppression of the illicit 
traffic in opium and other dangerous drugs. 
The United States recognises. that the 
world-wide traffic in habit-forming drugs 
can be suppressed only by international 
co-operation, but believes that for the 
present, at least, greater strides in the control 
of the traffic may be hoped for if it should 
continue to work toward this end upon the 
basis of the Hague Convention of 1912.'' 

I am sure that you all deeply regret the com
munication I have just made. The first United 
States d~legate 'i~ leaving Geneva to-day. 
By replymg to hts letter before his departure 
- and before I could notify you - I fel~ sure 

·that I should be acting in accordance with the 
unanimous feeling of the Conference. This 
is the text of the letter which I addressed to 
him : 

. "I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of to-day's date, in 
which you have communicated to me that 
the delegation of the United Sta.tes. of 
America, in pursuance of the authonsahon 
of the President of the United States, finds 
itself unable to participate any longer in 
the deliberations of the Opium Conference. 

"I beg, at the same time, to acknowledge 
the receipt of the memorandum· enclosed 
witl:i your letter, in which ·you have set 
forth the reason for this action. The letter 
and its annex have at once been officially 
circulated to all the members of the Second 
Conference and sent to the Secretary
General of the League of Nations. I shall, of 
course, in the plenary meeting of the Confe
rence which will be held to-morrow morn
ing, draw the attention of its members to 
the contents of your communications. 

"I am fully convinced that this decision 
taken by the United States Government 
will be received with the profoundest regret 
by all the delegations assembled at Geneva, 
who, I feel sure, must still retain the hope 
that some effective solution may be found 
to the problems to which so much conside
ration has been given during these past 
weeks by us all, and, in particular, by the 
American delegation. 

"I shall take the first opportunity of 
conveying to the Conference the friendly 
words you have spoken on behalf of the 
delegation of the United States as to the 
kindness of your colleagues at the Confe
rence, and I shall express to the Secretary
General and to the whole staff which has 
been engaged in·the work of this Conference 
your appreciation of the efficient services 
·rendered. · · • 

"May I finally, on my own behalf, thank 
you for the kind words expressed to me 
personally. I am most grateful for the 
loyal and efficient collaboration you have·. 
given me in my capacity as President. I 
hope that you will keep as 'friendly a 
remembrance of our relations as I shall.· 

· I beg also to transmit to your colleagues 
in the delegation my warmest thanks. 

(Signed) ZAHLE, 
"President of the Second Opium 

Conference." . 

Our co-operation with the United States 
delegation has been inspired throughout these 
long weeks by the most profound interest in 
our work and by the most sincere desire to 
attain the object ·at which all the delegations 
here are aiming, and to accomplish a truly 
humanitarian work under the auspices of the 
League by perfecting what others before us 
had already begun. 

We have voyaged over stormy seas, but all 
the members of our crew have toiled night and 
day to overcome the elements - to reconcile 
views· divergent through the very force of 
facts and circumstances ·- and by unselfish 
co-operation to bring our ship safe into port. 

We are within sight of land, and I even dare 
to hope that we shall enter port with colours 
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flying. But just at this important moment 
one of the most energetic of our ·fellow-workers 
has left us. We feel his departure deeply, but 
J trust that, even without his valuable aid, 
we may succeed in finding an effective solution 
for those grave problems with,which the Confe
rence is concerned. Our front is still unbroken 
in this battle against {)pium. Much has been 
done and much remains to be done. 

We are all determined to maintain this front 
intact and to make even greater efforts, acting 
on the Latin adage that nothing has been done 
as long. as something still remains undone. 
We hope, therefore, that sooner or later we 
shall find ourselves again co-operating with 
that great Republic in a work worthy of the 
highest ideals of civilisation. (Loud applause.) 

75. WITHDRAWAL OF THE CHINESE 
DELEGATION FROM THE CONFE
RENCE: LETTER FROM THE CHINESE 
DELEGATION. 

. · The President : 
Translatt'on On my arrival here, a few 

minutes ago, I received the following Jetter 
from the first Chinese delegate : 

"I have the honour to inform you that, 
for reasons given in the memorandum 
herein enclosed, the Chinese delegation is 
convinced that its further participation in 
the Second Opium Conference will serve 
no useful purpose. May I ask that this 
memorandum be communicated to the 
Conference ? . 

"It is with profound regret that . my 
delegation has felt constrained to take 
up this position, but, in ~ew of the fail~re 
of the Conference to arnve at any satis
factory agreement with regard to the mea
sures to be taken for the suppression of the 
use of prepared opium, it has felt that no 
other course is open to it. . 

"Permit me to avail myself of th1s 
opportunity, on behalf of my delegation, 
to assure you and the members of the 
Conference and the members of the Secre
tariat of the League ·of Nations of our 
appreciation of, and thaJ;Jks for, the courte
sies shown to us. 

"(Signed) Sao-Ke Alfred SzE." 

MEMORANDUM 

"At the twenty-third meeting ~f the 
Conference, at the time when. an adjourn
ment of this body was m~ved m. order th3;t 
opportunity might be gtven . to . find, 1f 
possible, some mean~ of eluctdatlng and 
co-ordinating the vanous proposals, decla
rations, and suggestions ~hat h~d been 
made by different delegations wtth refe
rence to the measures to. be agreed upon 
.by the Powers her~ represented for the 
progressive suppresston ~f t~e use of pre
pared opium in those tern~one? and po.sses
sions in which such use ts st~ll permttted 
by law the Chinese delegation had the 
honour 'to say that, in giving_ its a~sent to 
the motion, no proposal whtch mtght be 
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presented to the Conference would be 
acceptable to China which did not give 
definite assurance that, within a reasonable 
period of time, the termination of which 
could be· clearly foreseen, the legalised 
traffic in prepared opium would be brought 
to an end. ' ' 

"It is now apparent from the formal 
proposals that have been made by the 
delegations of Great Britain, France, the 
Netherlands, and Portugal, and insisted 
upon in the Committee of Sixteen and the 
Sub-Committee of Five of that Committee, 
that the Go_vernments they represent are 
not, at this time, prepared to. agree to 
adopt measures which will meet the desires 
of the Chinese Government as thus stated. 

"It is the sincere hope of China that, in the 
near future, the policies of these Govern
ments will have so altered that the~ can 
see their way to the common adoption of 
measures that will lead to the early and 

· total suppression of that legalised traffic 
which is now bringing such misery and 
moral degradation to the hundreds of • 
thousands of the citizens of China living 
within their respective territories and pos
sessions. When that time comes, the 
Government and the people of China will 
be glad to co-operate to the extent of their 
ability. · 

"The present conditions in China, which, 
unfortunately, have made it impossible 
for the Government of China to obtain 
effective enforcement of its policy of prohi
biting the production of .opium and its 
use for other than medicinal and scienti fie 
purposes, are temporary in character. The 
Government of China gives the assurance 
that it will not depart from this policy 
with regard to opium, and ~hat it will, a.t ~ll 
times, exert all the executive and admmts
trative power possessed by it to enfo!ce that 
policy. This the ~overnmen~ of Chma now 
does and will contmue to do, mdependently 
and 'without regard to the action of other 
Powers. . It is the hope of the Government 
and the people of China that, reciprocally· 
with their independent effort to suppress 
the production and control the. use of 
opium within the borders of Chtna, 'he 
other Powers will, on their part, make 
every effort to prevent illegal traffic in 
opium and narcotic drugs ~nd progres
sively to suppress the legahsed use of 
prepared opium. 

"Inasmuch as it appears that those 
Powers within whose territories, or posses
sions the use of prepared opium is still 
permitted by law are not prepared to ag!ee 
to the inclusion, within the Convention 
to be adopted by this Confere1_1ce, of aiW 
undertakings whatsoever regardmg the_pro
gressive suppression of_ such use, and ~nas
much as it is the opimon of_ the Chinese 
delegation that the adoption of such 
undertakings is essential in order fully to 
effect the purposes which, as declared in 
Resolution VI of the fourth Assembly 
of the League of Nations, this Conference 
was assembled to achieve, the Chinese 
delegation deems no good J?Urpose o,yill be 
served by its further contmuance m. the 
Conference, and it is therefore constramed 
to cease its participation therein." 



I am sure that in expressing my deep regret 
at the communication just received from the 
Chinese delegation, I am interpreting the una
nimous feeling of the Conference. 

I feel it my duty, in view of the terms of this 
letter, to make a few observations: 

~1. Sze informs us that by order of his Govern
ment the Chinese delegation will take no further 
part in the work of the Second Opium Confe
rence. The reasons for which the Chinese 
delegation is obliged to withdraw are mentioned 
in the second paragraph of the letter which 
I have just read. This paragraph speaks of : 
"The measures to be taken for the suppression 
of the use of prepared opium ... " 

The reason for the withdrawal of the Chinese 
Lelegation appears, therefore, to be that the 
Conference seems unable to arrive at an agree
men~ with regard to the suppression of the use 
of prepared opium. This reason is connected 
with the question of competence, which has 
never been settled by our Conference, but is 
based, if I am not mistaken, on a view· of the 
matter different from that underlying the two 
Assembly resolutions of 1923. Under the terms 
of paragraph V of the first resolution, a special 
conference of representatives with plenipoten
tiary powers was convened in order to arrive 
at an agreement on the question of prepared 
opium. There is no need to go into further 
details for the moment, but I felt it my duty, 
when reading a letter which dealt with the 
question of competence, to make certain obser
vations. 

I call upon M. Loudon, delegate of the 
Netherlands, to speak. 

M. Loudon _(Netherlands) : 
Translation : M. President, ladies and gen

tlemen, the news which we received yesterday 
from the delegation of the United States filled 
us all with consternation. The great Republic, 
which since -~909 has played so large a part in 
the question of opium and whose active idea
lism is personified in such men as the late 
Dr. Hamilton Wright and the worthy Bishop 
Br~nt, has suddenly deprived us of its co-ope
ratiOn. 

I shall always be the first to recognise the 
great debt we owe to American idealism, which 
the world has to thank for many noble acts 
and admirable institutions. How valuable the 
co-operation of the United States would have 
been in bringing to a successful conclusion 
the. work we have undertaken here, in pursuing 
which we all have the same end in view and differ 
only as to the best means of combating the 
scou~ge! _Such co-operation might have been 
contmued to th.e very end if,. two years ago, 
at the fifth sess10n of the AdVIsory Committee 
on the Traffi~ in Opium and Other Dangerous 
Drugs, a misunderstanding had not. arisen 
betwee.n America and ourselves concerning 
the Opmm Conferences. This misunderstanding 
still exists. The memorandum annexed to 
Mr. Porter's letter proves it. · 

Accordmg to the American view the work 
of this Conference should cover the' first three 
chapters of the 1912 Convention that is to 
sa~, the questions of raw opiu~. prepared 
opmm and narcotics. The United States Go
vemme~t has evidently not realised that the 
reservations !egarding the Advisory Committee's 
first resolution, formulated in 1923 by India 
a5 regard<; raw opium, and by the Powers which 

still permit smoking, as regards prepared opi.um, 
were intended to show that the Amencan 
principles were unacceptable to the Powers in 
so far as they referred to Chapters I and II 
of the Hague Convention. In practice, our 
Conference could apply the American principles 
only to Chapter Ill, and to Chapter I in s? far 
as it is connected with Chapter III, that Is to 
say, in so far as it concerns narcotic drugs. · 

Mr. Porter's instructions, however, involved 
the application of these principles to all three 
chapters. India's reservation was ignored. The 
United States did not take into account the 
fact that India had not accepted the American 
interpretation, and, while noting the reser
vation made by the seven Powers which ·still 
allow opium for smoking, she insisted at this· 
Conference -despite the fact that this last-named 
reservation meant that Article 6 of the Hague 
Convention (the principle of the gradual sup
pression of prepared opium) should not be 
touched - that suppression should be brought 
about within a fixed period. The very points 
upon which an agreement was impossible formed, 
in fact, the essential features of the American 
proposals. 

The difficulty of reaching an agreement was -
still· further increased by the fact that .the 
United States· delegation was bound by rigid 
instructions which admitted of no deviation 
during the discussions. May I express the 
opinion here at Geneva, where other similar 
meetings will be held, that an international 
conference necessarily implies mutual conces
sions, frank discussion and good-will on either 
side. Any international conference is doomed 
to failure if one of the parties insists on imposing 
its will on the others by threatening to break up 
the conference instead of being prepared to 
meet the divergent views and arguments 
which those other parties may submit. (Ap
plause.) 

Our proceedings here have been rendered still 
more difficult and almost sterile by the fact 
that Mr. Porter has never taken the trouble to 
explain his point of view or even to answer 
the arguments of his opponents. 

One point which particularly struck me in 
Mr. Porter's memorandum is that in the case 
of the consumption of drugs he demands tlie 
co-operation of producing countries, while in 
that of prepared opium he not only ignores 
the possibility of such co-operation but even 
goes so far as to say that if production were 
to be reduced the consuming countries ought 
to be_ the first to adopt restrictive measures .. 
It is generally agreed that this is not in accor
dance with the experience of the Powers 
concerned, not even of Japan, as M. Sugimura 
expressly stated. 

The impression might very naturally be 
created in League circles - where, thanks to 
that admirable spirit of conciliation so aptly 
named "the Geneva spirit", so many great 
international works have been set on foot -
that this regrettable incident will have a detri
mental effect on the League. This, in my 
opinion, is by no means the case. Any impar
tial and intelligent observer with a full know
l~dge of the facts must realise that, in the ques
tion now before us, conciliation has been the 
dominant feature of the whole Conference, with 
the single exception of the delegation which 
retir~d when 'it saw that its proposals were 
definitely unacceptable to the majority. It 
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:Mt.hdrew despite t~e many concessions made 
m 1ts fav_our and Wlthout recognising the pro
gress wh1ch the proposals formulated at the 
Conference represented in the anti-opium cam
paign. My personal view is that if the Con
ference, despite . the reasoned objections of 
so many delegatlons to the American propo
sals, had gone any further as regards conces
sions, such a sign of weakness would have 
done great. injury to the League. 
. The pnited States have left us, but there 
1s ~othmg _to ~revent our continuing our work. 
It. 1s. neanng 1ts conclusion and, in my view, 
thmkmg people throughout the world will 
realise t~at, despite this regrettable incident, the 
two Opmm Conferences have accomplished a 
work whic~ _de1_1otes real progress and which, 
far ~rom lnJUrmg the League, enhances its 
prestige. (Applause.) 

The President : · 

!~anslatio?'" : Viscount Cecil, delegate of the 
Bnbsh Emp1re, will address the Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, we 

have had two communications read to us. With 
regard to that f_rom the Chinese delegation, the 
Conference, whtle deeply regretting the with
drawal of the delegation, will doubtless take 
note of its assurance that the Chinese Govern
ment intends to pursue its efforts to suppress 
the growth of the poppy, for on the success 
of those efforts much depends. 

With regard to the communication from the 
United States delegation, I have tbe follow
ing declaration to make : 

The withdrawal of the members of the United 
States delegation before a decision of the Opium 
Conference had been given on their proposals 
is much to be regretted. Their assistance in 
the earlier stages of the Conference was greatly 
appreciated, and it is recognised that some of 
the most valuable achievements at Geneva owe 
much to the vigour of American advocacy. 

The statement in the American memorandum 
that the Conference was called to give effect 
to the principles cited therein requires modi
fication. · 

It was· called in pursuance of the following 
resolution of the fourth Assembly of the League 
of Nations : _ · . 

"The Assembly, having noted with satisfac
tion that, in accordance with the hope ex
pressed in the fourth resolution adopted 
by the Assembly in 1922, the Advisory 
Committee has reported that the informa
tion now available makes it possible for the 
Governments concerned to examine, with a 
view to the conclusion of an agreement, the 
question of the limitation of the amounts of 
morphine, heroin or cocaine and their 
respect.ive salts to be manufactured ; of the 
limitation of the amounts of raw opium 
and the <:oca leaf to be imported for that 
purpose and for other medicinal and scien
tific purposes ; and of the limitation of 
the production of raw opium and the coca 
leaf for export to the amount required for 
such medicinal and scientific purposes, 
requests the Council, as a means of giving 
effect to the principles submitted by the 
representatives of the United States of 
America, and to the policy which the 
League, on the recommendation of the 

Advisory Committee, has adopted, to invite 
the Governments concerned to send repre
sentatives with plenipotentiary powers to 
a conference for this purpose." 

~n other words, the chief, if not the only, 
obJect of the Conference was to discover some 
means of arresting the traffic in narcotic and 
other drugs of addiction, and this object has 
been in a large measure attained. 

The American memorandum, on the contrary, 
contends that the purpose for which the Confe
rence was called cannot be accomplished. For 
this, two· specific reasons, and only two, are 
given. In the first, it is said that the Powers 
in whose possessions opium-smoking was tem
porarily permitted under the Hague Conventior.1 
have, with the exception of Japan, refused to 
reduce the consumption of smoking-opium 
unless the producing nations agree to reduce 
production and prevent smuggling from their 
territories. That is a complete misapprehension. 

· No such refusal has ever been made or suggested. 
On the contrary, the countries concerned have 
repeatedly stated their purpose to reduce, 
or rather to abolish, opium-smoking in their 
territories, and are taking energetic steps to 
that end. Unfortunately, their efforts in that 
direction are nullified by the immense contra
band trade which is done from neighbouring 
countries and which, without the co-operation 
of those countries, they are, in existing cir
cumstances, powerless to prevent. This is not, 
and never has been, denied. Indeed, the facts 
and figures quoted as to the smuggling now 
going on would make any denial hopeless. 

In these circumstances, the countries concer
ned have declined to make the!llselves parties 
to a paper prohihition, which would be quite 
ineffective until smuggling can be stopped by 
the limitation of production by their neighbours. 
This is in accordance with the second principle 
quoted in the American memorandum, which 
lays down that, in order to prevent the abuse 
of opium products, the production of raw opium 
must be controlled. It is also in accordance 
with the best expert opinion, such· as that of 
Sir John Jordan, and with the experience of 
the failUre of attempts, in the face of smuggling, 
to stop opium-smoking by prohibition, asJ 
for instance in the Philippines. · 

But the countries concerned are quite ready 
to supplement the somewhat nebulous obli
gation of the Hague Convention for the gra
dual suppression of opium-smoking by a defi
nite undertaking to suppress it in fifteen years 
from the date when over-production of opium 
by their neighbours has been so limited that 
smuggling is no longer an obstacle to such sup
pression. They are further ready to leave it 
it to an impartial international authority to say , 
when the fifteen years should start, and they 
suggest that the producing countries should, 
on their side, attain the required limit of 
production within a definite period of years. 
In the meantime, the consuming countries 
will continue their utmost efforts to bring 
opium-smoking to an end- efforts which will be 
increasingly successful as smuggling diminishes. 
Moreover, the stoppage of opium-smoking among 
the one or two per cent of Chinese outside 
China has no bearing on the drug problem. 

The other ground on which it is alleged that 
the purpose of the Conference has failed is that, 
without control of the production of raw opium 
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and coca leaves, drugs and their derivatives 
cannot be effectively controlled owing to the 
ease with which they can be smuggled, No 
practical proposal for the control of the growth 
of coca leaves has been made by anyone. The 
plant grows 111;ld in certain countries of South 
America and Java, and in their present condi
tion of population and development it is not 
seen how its growth can be prevented. Beyond 
the suggestion as to stopping opium-smoking 
which has already been discussed, only one 
suggestion for controlling the growth of opium 
has been made by the American delegation, 
and that is a declaration that opium ought 
only to be produced for medical and scientific 
purposes. apart from i.ts temporary use ~s 

t prepared opium for smokmg purposes m certam 
countries. On this principle there is no diffe
reh.ce of opinion, though without the co-ope
ration of the producing countries it evidently 
cannot be carried into effect. · There has been 
a little difficulty in adjusting it to the centuries
old practice of eating opium in India .for" 
semi-medical and .other purposes. That dtffi
culty has not yet been dealt with by the Confe
rence. but there is no reason to suppose that it 
cannot be settled satisfactorily to all concerned. 

But it is an error to suppose that the traffic 
can only be controlled by controlling the pro
duction of raw opium and coca leaves. A far 
more effective way of dealing with this terrific 
evil is by controlling drug manufacture. It 
is therefore the more surprising that only a 
passing reference is made by the American 
memorandum to the great work of the Con
ference in elaborating a Convention for the control 
of the manufacture and traffic in the drugs. 
That. after all, is the question which chiefly 
concerns humanity, and which is first referred 
to in the resolution above quoted. 

In a document of some thirty or forty arti
cles, a whole new system is to be set whereby 
the output of the various factories is to be 
reported, the movement of drugs from one 
country to another is to be followed and the 
international traffic in them at every point 
is to be closely controlled. All this is to be 
under the supervision of a new international 
board, which is to be empowered, if the amount 

, of drugs going to any particular country seems 
excessive, to make recommendations to the 
signatories . of the Convention that no more 
should be allowed by them to go there. Under 
this system, it is believed that the illicit traffic 
in drugs will be much more effectively brought 
under control, and it is admitted that it is this 
i~licit t~affic that is at the bottom of the appal
lin~ evils of drug addiction which it is the great 
obJect of all countries, including the United 
States, to supprt;ss. Whether this plan will 
succeed, time alone can show. It is, at any rate, 
a great common effort against a world evil. 
All the. nations which have been scourged by 
the evil have combined against it. We had 
hoped that that combination might have con
tinued till the end of the Conference. Unfor
tunately, that is not to be so. One of the 
leading spirits in this cause has felt unable to 
ac.cept the solutions which we recommend. 
\~ e p~ofoundly regret it, while recognising the 
htgh tdeals which have dictated the co•1rse 
pursued by the American delegation. We should 
have been stronger with them, but without 
them we will stiJJ continue, confident that in 
the end right wjll triumph 

The President : 
Translation: :M. Daladier, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Daladler (France) : 
Translation.' l\lr. President, ladies and· gen

tlemen, the' French delegation deeply regrets 
the United States delegation's sudden refusal 
to continue to co-operate in the work of the 
Second Opium Conference. This decision is 
the. more regrettable as we have had .opportu
nities of appreciating the generous. vtews and 
lofty ideals of the members of that delegation. 
Our regret at their departure must not be 
allowed to prevent us from expressing our 
personal esteem and our sincere admiration for 
the energy which they have displayed in their 
campaign against the scourges devastating 
the human race. We deplore the fact that they 
decided to leave before we had really exhausted 
all the possibilities of arriving· at a practical 
agreement combining the real and the ideal, 
and before we had really considered all the 
means of reconciling views divergent rather 
than fundamentally different. · 

Nevertheless, as our President so eloquently 
said, however regrettable the American deci
sion may be, it must not, and indeed cannot, 
be allowed to discourage us. Our duty towards 
the whole world i~ clear, and the need for our 
efforts is as great as ever -indeed, even greater. 
When I weigh the full meaning of. the United 
States memorandum and take into account the 
criticisms and objections, as well as the posi
tive principles set forth in it, I find fresh reasons 
for encouragement and action. It is easy to 
understand that the United States delegation, 
holding the views that it did; was unlikely 
to adapt itself to an international conference 
intended not only to proclaim the higher inte
rests of civilisation but also to take into account 
the very concrete and various realities which even 
the noblest idealism must respect if it is not 
to result in mere illusions and vain hopes. 

Mr. Porter hoped to obtain a threefold result 
at. Geneva : · 

(r) An immediate and considerable re
duction in the quantity of raw opium and 
coca leaves produced throughout the world, 
pending the strict limitation of such pro
duction to medical and scientific require
ments; 

(2) An immediate reduction in; and the 
gradual abolition of, the consumption of 
prepared opium, pending total abolition; 

(3) A strict control of the manufacture 
and distribution of narcotic drugs, in order 
that the present abuses might immediately 
be rendered virtually impossible. 

But a thorough investigation of these three 
great problems revealed to Mr. Porter obstacles 
which, despite our best efforts, he too hastily 
concluded were insurmountable. The countries 
in which the poppy and coca are grown explained 
that they could not put a stop to this production 
too suddenly and thus deprive their nationals 
of their means of livelihood without risking 
economic and agrarian disturbances, the poli
tical consequences of which might. be very 
serious. 

As it is impossible suddenly to put a stop to 
the free - and in some cases unlimited -
production of raw opium, the c;onsumption of 
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prepart?d opium must necessarily continue f~r 
. some t1!lle to come. No doubt, in the view of 

the Umted States delegate if it were d "t th t ffi . ~ agree o sup~ress e ra c wdhm a definite p ri d 
such actlon. would materially reduce the m:rket 
for raw. opmm, and an extensive limitation f 
production would inevitably follow" Mo 
~?~er, how:ver,. does not take into acco.unt th~ . 
llhc1t t!affic m o~1um from which the consuming 
countnes bordenng on the producing count · 
hav~ ~o often suffered in the past and are ~m 
s1;1ffermg to-day. It was only too easy to show 
htm, by means of facts and figures, to which no 
reply has yet. been ~ade, that this illicit traffic, 
as long as tt persisted to any considerable 

. _ exte':lt• would re~der any measures taken to 
. restrict consumption not only futile but everr 

dangerous.· 
Yest~rday,. again, I quoted facts and referred 

to o~c1al Chmese doc_uments in my . possession 
provmg th~t the Ch~nese autho.rities compel 
the population, on pam of fines Imprisonment 
an~ even worse penalities, to ex'tend the culti
vation of the poppy. 

I had hoped that Dr. Sze, the first Chinese 
delegate, would give an answer this morning 
to these specific facts, which cannot be denied. 
U!lfortunately, the Chinese delegate has also 
~thdrawn from the .Conference. My regret 

·IS threefold : that thts Conference should be 
deprived of the assistance of so remarkable 

· an orator ; that I should not have his reply 
to my questions, and, above all, that I should 
now be unable to deliver a little speech I had 
intended for his ears. · 
. However. this maY: be, the lengthy discus

Sions to wh1ch these difficult questions gave rise 
led Mr. Porter and M. Sze to think that this 
Conference was not able to bring about "a 
complete control of all opium and coca-leaf 

· derivatives". · 
W: who have considered these problems in 

the light of more positive data and who think 
that progress is to be achieved not by a stroke 
of the magician's wand but step by step are 
in no wise discouraged. We did not place our 
hopes so high and thus do not share the American 
delegation's disappointment. We feel, on the 

·contrary, that we are on the eve of great results, 
and our regret at Mr; Porter's departure is 
the greater on that account. He himself admits 
that, as regards manufactured drugs, marked 
progress has been made on the Hague Conven
tion. . That Convention, which ha.S formed the 
basis of our discussions, will be strengthened 
not only as regards drugs but also as regards the 
limitation of the production of raw opium and 
the use of prepared opium. 

I am convinced that it is the firm intention 
of the producing countries from this time on
ward to control, to restrict and eventually 
to suppress cultivation intended for illicit 
purposes, and I most sincerely hope that Chap
ter I of the American proposals may be inclu
ded and accepted without too serious modifi
cations in the conclusions of this Conference. 

As regards the consuming countries, they 
will undertake to abolish, within a fixed period, 
and under the vigilant control of the League, 
the use of prepared opium; if they can go no 
further now, it is because it is their duty not 
to enter into any obligations which the cannot 
conscientiously promise to fulfil. · · 

Let us,- then, continue our work, which is 
nearing a successful conclusion and will 

undoubtedly render great service to all mankind . 
(4PPlause) 

The President : 

T1anslation : I call upon M. Veverka, the 
Czechoslovak delegate, to address the Confe
rence, 

M. Veverka (Czechoslovakia) : 
Tra11slatio11 : Mr. P.resident, ladies and 

gentlemen~ l feel a certatn diffidence in rising 
after heartn~ the eloquent speeches which so 
clearly descnbe the present position and make 
all .re~api~ulation - and unfortunately all 
recnmmat10n - superfluous. 

Certainly, the net results of the Conference 
up to date are far from unsatisfactory. We have' 
done. a goo~ piece of work in drafting the Ccin
venhon a~amst dangerous drugs, with the active 
co-ope~a~10n of all the delegations. This, in 
my op1mon, was the real purpose of our Con
ference. 
· ~ occasion we h_ave also served, if I may so 

put 1t, ~s a corrective to the fin~l proceedings 
of the ~mt Confere~ce, by allowing the complex 
an~ difficult question of the production of 
opmm ~nd prepared opium to mature. I am 
persuaded that we have brought the accom
plishi_Dent of our ideal many years nearer. 

Th1s I have no doubts is the view of all pre
sent. There remains for us, however another 
task, the difficulties of which I will n~t seek to 
conceal : it is to convince public opinion 
throughout the world that our work has been 
successful. .Public O_Pinion is a very uncertain 
factor and 1s sometimes too much inclined to 
i?dge by appearance~ and to form hasty conclu
slo':ls on false anal!>g~es. It is our duty to take 
acbve steps to disstpate any such misunder
standings. 

I appeal, therefore, first and foremost to our 
colleagues and fellow-workers, the journalists 
present here, who play so great a part in forming 
public opinion throughout the world. I call 
upon them to lend us their valuable aid in this 
difficult task. I am sure, Mr. President, that 
we delegates will do all that lies in our power 
by stating the facts fairly and frankly, to pre~ 
vent public opinion from being misled, and that 
we shall thus dispel the disappointment whic)) 
might so easily arise. Our duty is the more 
imperative inasmuch as this disappointment 
would be pToportionate to the hopes placed 
in the Conference. (Applause.) 

The President : 

T1anslation : I call upon M. Buero, the 
delegate of Uruguay, to address the Conference. 

M. Buero (Uruguay) : 
T1anslation : Mr. President, ladies and gen- • 

tlemen, the Uruguayan delegation is in full 
agreement with the views of the British, French 
and Czechoslovak delegates and associates 
itself with their expressions of regret at the 
absence of the United States delegation just 
when its co-operation was most required to 
bring our difficult work to a successful conclu
sion. 
M~ object in s~eaking now _is not only to 

associate myself With the unammous views of 
the Conference concerning the regrettable 
departure of the- United States delegation. 
It is rather to submit a reservation on the 



remarks which we have just heard here concerning 
the interpretation to be placed on the action 
of the United States. 

I have the greatest respect for the views 
expressc.>d, but I think that this is hardly the 
moment - just when the United States 
delegation is leaving Geneva - to give an 
opinion on its attitude or the admissibility of 
its interpretation of the question of competence, 
as it is n9t present and cannot reply with 
regard to questions which it considers should 
be dealt with differently. Such discretion 
is the more desirable as I am perfectly sure 
that the United States Government and people 
will not refuse to give us their co-operation in 
the near future when further efforts are made 
!o set the world free from the drug scourge. 
(Applause.) 

The President : 
TraiJslatiorJ : I call upon M. Ferreira, the 

Portuguese delegate, to address the Conference. 

M. Ferreira (Portugal) : 
Tra~JslatiorJ ." Mr. President, ladies and gen

tlemen, the Netherlands, French and British 
delegates have summed up the situation with 
such precision that further comment is super
fluous. I would simply ask you to note that the 
Portuguese delegation has tried to make some 
contribution to the humanitarian and practical 
work with which we are dealing by submitting 
to the Committee of Sixteen a proposal 

representing a compromise between the different 
points of view. At the present juncture, w.e 
cannot do better than support what. has ·been'" 
said by the representatives of the countries 
more directly interested than ourselves in the 
question of opium. · In all fairness, however, 
we must do justice to the idealism of the great 
American Republic, which is revealed in the 
principles laid before us by its delegation. Our 
discussions have proved that those principles 
are accepted by allof us; It is only the question 
of the means to be employed that divides us. 
We trust that the differences of opinion exis
ting between the various countries will disappear 
in the course of subsequent meetings, after 
we have gone more deeply into the problems 
for which we are seeking a solution. 

.The President : 

Translation : There is no one else on my 
list to speak, and if no one else wishes to do so; 
I shall regard the discussion on the first item 
of our agenda as closed. I think that it would 
be best to adjourn the other two items until 
this afternoon. 

Before concluding the proceedings I would 
add that I consider myself authoris~d by the 
Conference to reply to the first- Chinese dele
gate's letter on the lines of my replv to the 
American delegation's letter. (Assent.) 

The Conference rose at 12.50 p.m. 

t•Pallla•ta JJU ., •••• AL •• efl!.i'f'& • 
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76. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORTS OF 
THE SUB-COMMITTEES: STATEMENT 
BY THE PRESIDENT. 

The President : 
Translation : This afternoon we will proceed 

to the discussion of the second item on our agenda, 
namely, the examination of the reports of the 
Sub-Committees. 

Before we begin this examination, permit 
me to say that, in my opinion, to-day's .di~cus
sion on these reports must refer to the J?nnc1ples 
embodied in them and not to the1r actual 

texts. Any votes that are taken will be taken 
on the principles involved. 

In accordance with the resolution adopted. 
by the Conference it is necessary that the 
reports should be adopted in order that the 
Drafting Committee may officially begin its 
work. It is therefore of the greatest import
ance for the result of the work of this Confe
rence that the Drafting Committee should 
know that you approve the principles embodied 
in these reports. 

This should, therefore, in my opinion, be 
the object of our work to-day. 

Agreed. 

7'l.. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE A. 

The President : 
Translation : Let us begin with the examf

nation of the report of Sub-Committee A 
(Annex). 

I call on Sir. Malcolm Delevingne, the Rap
porteur of this Sub-Committee, to address 
the Conference. · 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Rapporteur : 

As the Sub-Committee, which was entrusted 
with the consideration of the first part of the 
Advisory Committee's proposals, was· forced • 
to abandon the scheme suggested by the 
Advisory Committee and to substitute a new 
scheme framed on different lines, it has sub
mitted for the consideration of the Conference 
a rather full report explaining both the general 
outlines of the scheme and commenting on the 
more important details of it. It is unnecessary, 
therefore, for me to say anything by way of 
explanation regarding the proposals of the 
Sub-Committee at this moment ; but, of 
course, as Rapporteur, I shall be happy to deal, 
if I can, with any question which may be raised 
upon the report. 
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' 
I ought to say, however, t~a~ there are soll\c 

diiT~rences on points of deta1l m regard to the 
constitution of the proposed Central Board 
and the supply 'Of statistics by the sig~atory 
Governments between the recommendatiOn of 
Sub-Committ~e A and the recommendation of 
Sub-Committees B and D. Those differences 
have been discussed at a meeting of the Co
ordination Committee and, I believe, have been 
satisfactorily settled. I understand that Sub
Committees B and D are prepared to accept 
the recommendations as contained in the report 
of Sub-Committee A. 

. The President : 
Translation : The discussion is open on the 

~port of Sub-Committe~ _A. Does _anyol?-e 
wish to speak on the pnnc1plcs contamed m 
this ._report ? 

As no one has any remarks to make, I will 
consider the report of Sub-Committee A adopted 
in principle by the Conference. . 

·This report will be forwarded to the Draftmg 
Committee. 

78. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORTS OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE B. • 

The President : • 
Translation : We have two reports of 

· Sub-Committee B to examine (Annexes). 
· I call on III. Dinichert; Rapporteur for the 
lirst report, to address the Conference.· 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation :. The report before you (Annex) 

has the doubtful privilege of seniority. It· is 
indeed by far the oldest of the reports which 
you ";n be called upon to consider this after
noon. I only point out this fact in order to 
excuse its antiquated appearance. 

You "'ill notice - or you would notice if 
you were reading it - that a part of the report, 
Items 3, 4, 5 and 6, have merely a documentary 
interest, because, at the beginning of December 
last year, when this part was discussed, Sub
Committee B had to deal with a certain number 
of proposals put fmward by the Advisory 
Committee and also by the delegation of the 
t:nited States of America. These proposals, 
however, have now merely an historic value, 
because subsequent investigations, particularly 
in Sub-Committee A, appear to show that these 
proposals could not and should not be retained. 

·With regard to the points to which I have to 
refer, there are, in fact, only two of interest, 
and these agree in their essentials with two 
proposals also submitted ~y Sub-Committee A. 
These refer, on the one hand, to Customs sta
tistics, and, on the other, to statistics relating 
to stocks. 

As our President has rightly requested us 
not to enter into unnecessary details but to 
refer only" to general principles, I think I may 
conclude by stating that these two questions, 
which were adopted in principle as regards 
Sub-Committee A, may be considered as accep
ted also with regard to the work of Sub
Committee B. It is true that there are diffe
rences as regards the period of grace, and there
fore this report only has been discussed by the 
Co-ordination Commission ; but the Confer
ence may_ possibly consi_der that _this question 
of the penod of grace, w1thout bemg a drafting 

matter may, in present circumstances, be 
referred to the Draftjng Committee. It will 
rest with this Committee then to find the best 
solution among the various periods of grace 
proposed, perhaps an a\:erage period.. We 
shall then be able to go mto the question of 
periods of grace more fully when the Drafting 
Committee brings us its proposals. 

If you are of my opinion, I may consider my 
statement as concluded. I should like to add, 
like Sir l\Ialcolm Dele,;ngne, that it you wish 
for more detailed information I shall be glad 
to see that this report has aroused a certain 
interest and shall be entirely at your disposal 
to answer any questions that may be raised . 

The President : 
Translation : The discussion on the first 

report of Sub-Committee B is open. Does 
anyone ·wish to speak on this report ? 

As no one wishes to speak, I regard it as 
adopted ·in principle by the Conference and 
referred to the Drafting Committee, 

vve· will now. examine the second report of 
Sub-Committee B (Annex). I call on Mr. 
Shepherd, the Rapporteur, to speak. 

Mr. Shepherd (Australia), Rapporteur 
I do not think it is necessary for me to make . 

any comments on this report. It speaks for 
itself. 

There are only two points which will require 
special consideration - the proposal for the 
appointment of a commission of enquiry and 
investigation of a general character, and the 
proposal for the appointment of a committee 
of enquiry in regard to the Persian position 
in particular. At this stage of the proceedings, 
I do not think it is necessary for me to make any 
further remarks on the report. 

The President : 
Translation : The discussion on this report 

is open. 1\lr. Clayton, delegate of India, will 
address the Conference. 

Mr. Clayton (India) : 
1\Ir. President, ladies and gentlemen, Sub

Committee B has altogether failed to come to 
any definite decision on an important part of 
its agenda and that, I presume, is why the 
Rapporteur did not mention that point in 
speaking just now. There is, in consequence, 
no recommendation before the Conference as 
to the amendment of Chapter I of the Hague 
Convention. The delegation which put for
ward a proposal for the amendment of Article 
I has •. to the great regret of us all, a regret 
which the Indian delegation shares to the full, 
ceased to take part in our deliberations. In 
those circumstances, some statement seems 
desirable from the Indian delegation as to 
why, though the present world position as 
regards opium production is admittedly most 
unsatisfactory, that delegation has taken the 
lead in opposing any alteration of the present 
Article I. 

I have no wish to reopen the question of 
competence. I simply say that, had India 
been given full warning that the question of 
the production and internal consumption of 
raw opium would be raised in the Conference, 
she might have examined the question and 
might have been able possibly to make useful 
suggestions. Faced suddenly with a question 
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which goes to the very root o{ the opium admi-
. nistration in a country containing 320 million 
people, it was impossible for the delegation 
to d~ more than defend the present position. 
I des1re to say very clearly that that position 
o_f defence concerns only the internal ques
tion. 

As regards the external question, the ques
tion of external trade, I wish to say as clearly 
as I can that if at any time in the course of the 

· discussions in Sub-Committee B there had 
been any indication that the addition of the 
two words "for export" to the American 
proposal would have proved acceptable, they 
would have been readily accepted by my 
delegation. I desire to_ say again that, if it 

. is desired to make the same proposal here, no 
objection will be raised on the part of the Indian 
delegation. 

I would ask the Conference to consider for 
a moment the world position when the Hague 
Conference first met. There were two main 
producing countries, India and China. India 
had been slowly evolving her monopoly system 
for a hundred years and was steadily improving 
it. Good , results were being obtained. Only 
twenty years before, her ·methods had been 
thoroughly approved ,by a Royal Commission. 
China was embarking on a policy of prohibition 
apparently with success. Two different policies 
working on different lines were before the Hague 
Conference. The policy adopted by the Confer
ence was to trust the producing nations to 
work out their own system. They were asked 
to control production and consumption, to 
suppress abuses and to prevent contraband. 
That obligation India accepted and has always 
fulfilled. 

Now, after twelve years, China for unfortu
nate reasons of which we know, has gone back, 
but India has made progress. Her control 
over opium consumption in her vast territories 
is equal . to that of European nations. Her 
contraband is insignificant.. Her internal con
sumption has been very greatly r~duced .. If 
you will turn to the summary of mformatlon 
supplied to this Conference (Document 0. D. 
C. I. (I) ), you will see that the consum~tion 
per head has fallen to I.I4 grammes- that 1s, to 
17.72 grains. Now, the morphine conten~ of 
Indian opium is about 8 per cent as agamst 
12, 14 or I6 per cent in the case of opium used 
in Western countries. For the purposes of 
comparison, the Indian figure should. there
fore be reduced by one-third and stand at 
about 0.74 grammes, that is, nearly 0.5 grammes 
less than Switzerland, and less also than several 
other countries, in none of which has there 
ever been any,suggestion that a drug problem 
exists. 

This is not all. India is predominantly an 
agricultural country. Her stock of cattle is 
enormous. The Government regularly takes 
a cattle census, a thing which,. I think, is not 
done in most European countnes. We know, 
therefore, that there is in India to every two 
of the human population one head of cattle 
or horses. 

Opium is the main veterinar¥ drug used by 
the Indian people. The dose m the . case of 
horses or cattle, which in India are ha~le to 
colic and other diseases,· is larger. than m the 
case of human beings. It is fa1r, therefore, 
to make a further reduction, and if we put 
that reduction at one-third we get the figure 

·of actual human consumption of approximately 
half a gramme per head per annum. 

I do not want to make any invidious com
parisons, but it is worth noting that this figure 
is less than the figures reported in the document 
to which I have just referred for the United 
States, for England, for Sweden, Canada, 
Finland or New Zealand, and it is only a few 
hundredths of a gramme more than the figure 
fixed the other day by Sub-Committee F of 
this Conference for the legitimate needs of 
European countries possessing· a highly deve
loped system of medical assistance. 

These are the results obtained by the Indian 
system, of which the Indian Government and 
the Indian people are justly proud. The other 
day one of the delegations made a remarlc 
which I did not take up then, nor do I wish 
to take it up now. I only ·wish to say that 
if any nation thinks that there is any disc,.edit 
in standing side by side with India in achieve
ment under the Hague Convention it is a dis
credit which that nation will have to bear. 
For, Mr. President and gentlemen, we are 
already by the side of Western nations, and 
we propose to stop there. If we do anything, 
we hope to outdistance them. 

-1 have said that the international position 
with regard to opium production is unsatis
factory. I do not deny that, but what is 
the cause of it ? I venture to say it is due to 
the fact that other nations have either not 
signed the Hague Convention or, having signed 
it, have found it impossible to carry it out. 
Certain nations have signed it so recently that 
they have not had time to evolve any efficient 
system for fulfilling their obligations. I suggest 
that the right course is not to make India alter 
her system but to ask these other producing 
nations to follow the Indian example in their 
own ·way. Let them work out their own 
system, and they will, we hope, have the same 
success as we have had in India. · 

I have been asked why, if India has so nearly 
reached the medical standard of Western 
countries, she cannot now accept the medical 
and scientific test of consumption. · 

That is a fair question. If I am to answer 
it, the Conference must pardon me if I describe 
for a moment the position as it is in India. 
A great English statesman has said that o:.e 
should use large maps. If you desire to con
sider the question of opium in India you will 
require a large map. India is not a country ; 
it is a continent. It has a population of 320 
million people. It is not a country of towns ; 
it is a country of villages scattered about in 
all parts of that vast territory, inhabited to 
a large extent by small agriculturists, each 
working a tiny holding, or by persons engaged 
in occupations subsidiary to agriculture, who 
are subject to all the hundred-and-one tropical• 
diseases which infest undeveloped tropical lands. 
As the Conference is well aware, there are not 
only diseases· like fever and malaria but also 
diseases of the intestines, such as cholera, 
dysentery, diarrhoea, colic, and many others 
which I might mention, and these diseases 
are very, very frequent. For all these diseases 
during the last 400 years the Indian peasants 
and the Indian population generally have 
found in opium a household remedy. 

In the course of this Conference the utility 
of opium as a medicine for such diseases has 
been disputed. As regards malaria, those who 
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wish to dispute its utility would do well, I 
think to read a most interesting account of 
the ~se of opium in this connection wh~ch: is 
contained in the report of t~e Royal Comm1ss~on 
on Opium. It was there pomt":d out that In~1an 
opium contains a large proportion of anarc~tme, 
a product which is so valuable as a febnfuge 
that about a hundred years ago, when there 
was a shortage of quinine, the Govern!"ent of 
India actually extracted that a~arcotme an~ 
served it in bulk to its dispensanes as a febn
fuge. With regard to other diseases, the value · 
of opium is admitted everywhere. If further 
proof were needed, I coul~ point ~o a refer~nce 
in an official report issued m 1924 m the Umted 
States. In remarking on the large numbe~ of 
o~ium addicts in the souther~ States of Amenca; 
it is especially noted that th1s large number can. 
be accounted for bv the known value of 
opiat&s in treating diarrhreal ?iseases. • . 

There is a further point wh1ch I would hke 
to mention, and that .is the experience of 
Europeans in India. In India -- and I sup~ose 
the same thing applies in all ot~er trop1cal 

• countries - young E~tropeans gomg out ~or 
the first time are subJected to a very stnct 

. medical examination. It might therefore be 
said that they represent plus AI class among 
the human population of their homeland. 
Nevertheless, the mortality from these tropical 
diSeases among young men who go out - and 
not only young men but men who live in the 
East at all stages of their lives and stay out 
there - is very large. Now one of the first 
recommendations made to any young man who 
goes to India is that he should keep a bottle ?f 
chlorodyne in his pocket for treatment m 
diseases. I have here a one-ounce bottle 
of chlorod:rne purchased by me in Geneva 

·the other day ; it contains 300 milligrammes 
of morphine, equal to 3 grammes of Indian 
opium. That is the amount consumed in one 
year by six average Indians. 

Speaking for myself personally, so long as 
I am in England, I do not bother to keep a 
supply of opium. After all, one can always 
find a themist and tropical diseases are not 
common. I expect a good many members of 
this Conference, when they require medicine, 
go and buy it at the chemist's. In India the 
coomist is far away; one cannot be sure of 
him; and therefore one always keeps some 
chlorodyne at hand. 

.One of the first things I do on arriving in the 
East is to \Jay a visit to a chemist's shop, 
so that I may be sure that, whatever else may 
be or may not be among my household drugs, 
at any rate opium will be there. 

Now, if that is ~e rule for the European 
pop.ulation living temporarily in the East, why 
should it not also be the rule for the indigenous 
inhabitants of the same country ? 

That is the basis of the medical or semi
medical use · of opium in India. There is 
further what might be called the non-medical 
use. We call it non-medical, because it is 
diffit?l.t strictly to bring it within any medical 
defimt10n. It may be compared with the use 
of alcohol in Western countries. Many elderly 
men, or men as they advance towards middle 
~e, find it increasmgly difficult to keep up 
With younger men, and in India they take a 
small dose o~ op~um in the evening. Again, a 
man comes m bred, worn out, wet through 
and cold from his work ; he is a poor man and 

he has to be ready for work next day. Well, 
he takes a little opium in the evening, and the 
result is that he is fit for work next day. Many 
such cases could be quoted. It is difficult to . 
bring them under the heading _of "medical", 
though in a sense they are med1cal, bu_t they 
occur with great frequency all over ~nd1a. 

I will not go further into the queshon of the 
non-medical use of opium. Let me. summarise 
it by repeating to the Confe~e~ce the ac~ual 
findings of the Royal Comm1ss1on on Opmm 
in 1893. I would point out to the Conference 
that one of the members of that Commission, 
which published a unanimous report, _was one 
of the leading meinbers of the Counc1l of the 
British Anti-Opium Society. These are the 
words of the report : 

"We have made exhaustive enquiryinto 
th.e consumption of opium in India and its 
effects. We find no evidence of extensive 
moral or physical degradation from its use. 

"Opium is extensively used for non
medical and quasi-medical purposes, in 
some cases with benefit, and for the most 
part without injurious consequences. The 
non-medical uses are so interwoven with 
the medical uses that it would not be 
practicable to draw a distinction between 
them in the distribution and sale of the 
drug." 

Then there are certain social and religious 
customs in which opium plays a part. These, 
as might be expected, are very various when 
the population is as large as that of India. I 
will not go into them in detail. The Conference 
will understand that it is very difficult, if not 
impossible, for a central Government to interfere 
\\ith such customs. 

These remarks, I think, will give the Confe
rence some idea of the position in 1813-r8r3, 
not 1913. Prohibition had then been tried 
and failed. There was a very strong public 
opinion against the abuse of opium. There 

-is still. The Government started work on the 
lines of public opinion and introduced a strict 
monopoly control from the producer to the ulti
mate . consumer. At the present time, all 
opium in British India is grown on ~he account 
of the Government and· it is sold to the local 
Governments by the central Government .. The 
local Governments supply it to the Government 
licensees, and from the Government licensees 
it reaches the actual consumer. The system 
is a Government system, an official system, 
throughout. 

It has been suggested that we are .wrong 
because we have a Government system and not 
a system working through medical or veterinary 
practitioners and -chemists. No alternative 
system is practicable in the situation that now 
prevails. There are no doctors, strictly speak
mg. I know of administrative districts con
taining sometimes more than a million souls 
in which there may be one, and perhaps not 
even one, doctor qualified according to Western 
standards, and his time is fully occupied in 
the hospital in the central town. Over a very 
large portion of its area there are no doctors 
as doctors are understood in Europe, and· I 
would point out to those who are pressing for 
this system of control by doctors. and chemists' 
that the acceptance of a doctor or a chemist 
as the judge of what drugs a man should take 
is, even in Western lands, of very recent growth. 
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Even n<_>w it . is 1!-ot. entirely accepted. There 
are antl-v~ccm~ti.omsts, who do not accept 
th_e d?ctor s op1010n, and there are Christian 

· sc1ent1sts who are known to disregard it. There 
are many other sects who by no means have 
agreed to surrender their right of choice to that 
of the doctor or the chemist. . 

It is, however, true that in the West people 
do accept doctors and .chemists as a reliable 
a.gency for supplying them with drugs. At the 
same time, you will find everywhere - and 
in the papers before this Conference the demand 
i~ ~lear - a de~and. that drugs in small quan
btles, _even opmm 10 ·small quantities, shall 
be ava1lable for those who want them without 
any great restriction, ·and that chemists should 
be able to sell them in small quantities to people 
who want them for· urgent treatment .. The 
urgency <_>f the treatment is an important matter. 
If t_he _distances are. enormous, as. they are in 
Ind1a, If the doctor 1s fifty or a hundred miles 
off, he is of no use to you. The treatment for 
all these. tropical diseases has to be. b>iven 
quickly. Whether the patient be an animal or 
a human ·being, it will be too late ifthe remedy 
cannot be applied here and now. The result 
is that, where· there are no doCtors or chemists, 
the only control possible is the control of the 

·Government ; the only doctor known to 
the people is Dr. CustQm. 1:hey treat them-

. selves as their forefathers taught them, and 
there is no other method which they will 
accept. It seems to me that there is no objec
tion to that so long as no abuses· occur, and the 
Government of India has found that by close 
Government control, by raising prices, and by 
perfecting its monopoly it has by slow degrees 
so reduced the abusive use that it could finally 
arrive at the results which have been obtained 
to-day, that is to say, that the human per capita 
consumption is on a level with that in European 
countries. 

The only question, to my mind, appears to 
be whether the system is in fact efficient. I 
have told you the results, and given figures for 
the human per capita consumption.. I have 
told you that in rtl93 the Indian system was 
examined and approved by a Royal Commission. 
You are aware that in 1912 the position was 
explained to the Hague Conference and the 
Indian system was accepted by that Confe
rence. 

Further, I can tell you that during the past 
year a careful examination of the whole system 
was carried out on behalf of the Servants of 
India, a nationalist society of moderate views, 
by no means dependent upon the Governme~t. 
The articles in which the results of that enqmry 
are contained appeared in the Servants of India 
newspaper and are very interesting. The gene
ral conclusion of the author, Mr. Kodanda Rao, 
was that there was nothing to find fault with 
in the Indian Government's policy .. He admi_t
t.ed that everything was not perfect, and 10 
that the Government of India would agree. 
There are still no doubt, ·some abuses, but in 
what country ~re tliere not abuses ? He points 
out what is perfectly true, that the reme?y 
for those abuses lies in the hands of the Leg~s
lative Councils Of the various provinces, to 
which, by the Government of India, the control 
of opium has now been t1·ans~erred. . If, t~':re-

. fore, in any province in lnd1a pubhc op10!on 
desires to go further than the presen~ Ind1an 

. system, that opinion has only to make 1tself felt 

-s 

through the polls and ·it will be in a position 
to obtain the end desired. 

I do not claim that there are no ·abuses of 
opium in India. No doubt there is much to 
be done ; we have still a long way to go. 
What I do claim, however, and I desire to 
claim it with all the assurance at my command, 
is that, inasmuch as in India contraband has 
been reduced to very ~mall proportions, all 
such abuses as exist are definitely and closely 
confined within the average human consumption 
of half a gramme per annum, or one-sixth of · 
the opium contained in an ounce bottle of 
chlorodyne. In view of this fact, I put it to 
the Conference that no case whatever can· be 
established for scrapping the well-established 
system of control in India. On the contrar,r, 
from considerations of efficiency and humanity; 
there appears to be every reason why that svstem 
should be retained. · · • 

I have not exhausted the case of the Govern
ment of India, but I fear that I have exhausted 
the patience of the Conference. Before I sit 
down, I desire to make an appeal to my 
colleagues - not to their idealism, but to their 
statesmanship. Is it even a priori probable 
that an identical system of control can be applied 
with equal efficiency alike in producing and 
consuming countries, in countries of the West 
and in countries of the East, in countries with a 
highly developed social organisation and in 
countries where the life of the people proceeds 
on much more primitive lines ? 

It has been shown that in the case of India 
(and it is probably true also of other producing 
countries) the medical organisation, which is 
the very foundation of the method proposed 
by the United States and other Western coun
tries, is almost wholly non-existent. It· has 
been shown that in India by another method, 
by direct Goverqment control, results equal to 
those of the United States have been obtained. 
Surely, then, the only statesmanlike plan open 
to the Conference is that, in producing countries 
at any rate, the choice of method should be left 
to the decision· of the particular State concerned. 

I.et there be a universal aim -- the suppres
sion of the abuse of opium. Let there be a 
universal obligation to enact effective laws and 
regulations ·to secure that aim. l.et there be 
a universal test of the efficiency of these la~s 
and regulations, namely, the figure of annual 
consumption per head of human beings. Let 
a central board, if necessary, apply that test 
and publish the results for the world to know. 
But, as to the actual tenor of the laws and regu
lations to be enacted, let each State be free to 
enact them in the manner which is best applic
able to its own particular local circumstances. 
That, gentlemen, was the conclusion of · the 
Conference which preluded the Hague Conven
tion of 19I.Z, and it will, I trust, also be the decie 
sion of the Second Opium Conference of 1924-
1925. 

The President : 
TranslatiotJ : If I have understood you 

correctly, you wish to ask the D!aft!ng Com-· 
mittee to prepare the text for puttmg mto force 
Chapter I of the Hague Convention, adding the 
words "for export" to the proposal that has 
been made. 

Mr. Clayton (India) : 
The view of the Indian delegation is that, as 



c 

. . -

no recommendation has been made by the Sub
Committee, no change will be made in the 
present wording. That is the position which 
the Indian delegation would prefer. 

In the course of my speech, I stated that if 
at any moment in the past anyone had, or. if 
in the future anyone should express, the destre 
to move the United States proposal, plus the 
words "for export", then in that case the 
Indian delegation would have no objection. 

The Preeldent : 
Translalion : M. Falcioni, delegate of Italy, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
Translation : I appreciate the statements 

made by the Indian delegate, who has accepted 
the United States proposal with regard to the 
first article. I understand perfectly the special 
conditions obtaining in India which suggested 
the amendment proposed, but, in view of the 
fact that these conditions do not exist in other 
countries, I would request him not to insist on 
this amendment in the interest of the 
success of this Conference. 

On behalf of the Italian delegation, I beg to 
submit the following declaration : 

"The Italian delegation regrets its inabili
ty to associate itself with the Indian 
delegate's proposal, and is of opinion that 
no change should be made in the text of 
the American proposal although each State 
should have the right of adhering thereto 
with any reservations it may judge advis
able." -

The Preeident : 
T;anslalion : I understand the Italian decla

ration to mean that the Italian delegation 
endorses the American proposal. 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
Translation : That· is so. 

. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : M. Chodzko, delegate of 

Poland, will address the Conference. · 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
..Translalion : I wish to state at the outset, 

with regard to the discussion on the work of 
Sub-Committee B, that as this work is finished, 
I regret to say, not very happily, I resume my 
freedom of action. 

I have some remarks to make in reply to 
Mr. Oayton's speech, for, as a delegate of my 
Gov~~ent and as a doctor, I cannot pass 
over m silen~ ~me of his remarks. I recently 
stat~d tba~ 1t 1~ ve~ dangerous to enter into 
medi~ discuss10ns m the plenary meetings 
of this Conference. As my humble advice 
was not accepted, I am compelled to speak on 
this subject. 
. Mr. Oayton bases his arguments on quota

tions from the report of the Royal Commission 
o_f 1893· ~ you see, this is an old report, and 
stnce that time medical science has made great 
progr':Ss· Naturally I do not deny the good 
mtentlons of the members of that Commission 
but the r~ults of their work correspond with th~ 
state of sc:'ence at that period. Now, however, 
the question has assumed a different aspect. 
lloreover, after examining this report care
fully, I cannot agree with Mr. Clayton that it 

~as adopted unanimously, and I would like to 
draw. attention to. the adverse vote of one 
member of the Royal Commission, Mr. Wilson, 
member of the :Sritish Parliament. This vote 
is of particular interest. 

I will pass over many questions which are 
of no interest to this Conference, and will merely 
draw attention to the passage relating to the 
effect of opium on malaria. Mr. Clayton men
tioned a certain product called "anarcotine.'' 
In this same report we read that the Indian 
Medical Department had even at that time 
put a stop to the production of this prepa
ration, because quinine was recognised as a 
much more effective remedy against malaria. 

We read in this report that the doctor who 
had discovered this drug, which was a consti
tuent of opium, had first called it "narcotine". 
As this name had given rise to suspicion among 
the .people, he changed it and called the drug . 
"anarcotine", as you may· see on page IIO of 
the report. This fact is characteristic, and 
shows us the real sentiments of · the people 
with regard to narcotic drugs. · 

I will pass over the other arguments regard
ing dysentery, etc. This disease is known 
in every country, but it is no justification for 
free traffic in opium. I would also like to 
draw your attention to an expression which 
appears to me· to be somewhat strange, viz., 
"semi-medical". I must point out that this 
expression is not known to medical science ; 
a thing is either medical or non-medical, and 
I think even the inventor of this word could 
not give it an exact meaning. This expression 
cannot be admitted by any Government which 
wishes to base its opinions on modern science, 
and I think that there is no Government which 
does not wish so to base them. 

I would like to say that, if Mr. Clayton had sub
mitted his views and added that he was speak
ing of Indian int!lrnal questions, I should not 
have raised any objection. But since he has 
introduced medical arguments, I feel that I 
have a right to reply to him. He said, inter 
alia, that there was not a sufficient number of 
doctors in India, and that this forms a serious 
obstacle to the supervision of the distribution 
of drugs in general. I believe that there are in 
India a great number of dispensaries, and it 
might be possible to use them for organising 
a much more stringent control. This remark, 
moreover, merely refers to a question of detail. 

Finally, I must admit that I experience a 
certain feeling of disappointment and regret when 
I see 111r. Clayton, for whom I have the highest 
respect, defending questions which are outside. 
his competence and a cause which is not even 
defensible. · 

In the report of the Rnyal Commission there 
is a very interesting passage, which reads as 
follows : "On October 24th, 1817 (that is more 
than a hundred years ago), the Directors of the 
East India Company, writing to the Governot
General of India, referred to their desire 'to 
restrain the use of this pernicious drug'." 
It is stated further on that "were it possible 
to prevent the use of the drug altogether, 
except strictly for the purpose of medicine, 
we would gladly do it in compassion to man
kind." This is what officials of the East India 
Company wrote a hundred years ago. I regret 
that to-day the arguments used are very 
different. 

But, returning to the im~ediate question 
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- before us, I wish ~o state simply that I support 
the proposal submitted by the Italian delegate-· 
that is to say, that Article I of the United 
States proposals should be adopted as it stands, 
without amendment. (Applause.) 

· The President. : 
Translation· : I understand the last remark 

ofthe Polish delegate to mean that he accepts 
the Italian proposal, which uncludes not only 
_the adoption pure and simple of the United 
States proposal~ but also special terms, giving 
each State the right to adhere to them with any 
reservations that it -may think necessary. 

Dr. Chodzko (Poland) : 
-Translation : Yes, that is so. 

The President. : 
Translation : Mehmed Sureya Bey, dele· 

· gate of Turkey, will address the Conference. 
. . 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
Translation : In the memorandum which 

the Secretariat has distributed to the members 
of the Conference (Annex), and in the course 
of the sittings of Sub-Committee B, I have 
endeavoured to show the difficulties in the 
way of limiting the cultivation of the poppy 
in Turkey, and my declaration to Su~-Committee 
B ·has clearly shown my Government's view 
on this question. · 

In the present state of affairs, this question 
c~n be regarded from two angles : 

{I) 

(2) 

That of countries which suffer from 
the improper use of morphine and 
its derivatives ; 
That of countries which export raw 
opium for use in morphine_factories. 

Countries belonging to the first category are 
victims of illicit traffic, in spite of all rules made 
to suppress it. These countries cannot arrive 
at a satisfactory re~ult. They propose t~at 
the producing countnes should enact effective 
laws or regulations for controlling the produc
tion of opium. 

The argument of the producing countries is 
that they are purely agricultural countries, 
in which industry and trade ar~ not de.vel.oped, 
and that their export consists pnnc1pally 
of agricultural raw materials. This is, for 
instance the case as regards Turkey. 

It wiit be impossi~le to. obtain a po~it~ve 
result in Turkey by enactmg la"':s ~estnctmg 
the cultivation of the poppy ; 1t 1s a very 
important agricultural product. The peasant 
must obtain some other resource before such 
a measure could be taken, and this wo~ld 
require time and money. Anyone undertakmg 
to defend the interests of the peasants and to 
explain their point of view would say : "I kno~ 
that the opium produced by ~he. peasant~ 1s 
necessarv for medical and scientific req~ue
ments; "y know also that this production g~ves 
rise to abuse ; as you ~ropose that I should 
reduce it and co-opera t~ m. the task of reform, 
I agree to limit my c~ltiyatlon ?f the _roppy on 
condition that you, m !urn, ~~~~. a;;s1s~ me ~o 
make good the loss wh1ch this b~1~at10.n will 
involve." That is exactly the pos1t10n m my 
country. . . . 

Viscount Cecil has said on vanous .occasiOns 
that Great Britain cannot · enter mto any 

engagement which it would not be able effectively 
to fulfil. Similarly, the Turkish Government 
cannot sign a d'ocument the provisions of 
which it considers to be inapplicable. The 
Turkish Government cannot consider the 
limitation of the production of opium so long as 
it has received no assurance that the proposals 
which it formulated in Sub-Committee B will 
be adopted in principle. 

The President. : 
· Translation : M. Yovanovitch, delegate of 
the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovene!, 
will address the Conference. · 

M. Yovanovltch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : I had no intention of exptar,_. 
ing my Government's point of view, but 
since the other producing countries ehave 
expressed their views, I take the liberty, in turn, 
of acquainting you with the present situation 
regarding opium in my country. 

In a document distributed to the members 
of the Conference (Annex), the Serb-Croat
Slcivene delegation has given all the necessary • 
information regarding the cultivation of the 
poppy in the Kingdom and has at the s:tme time 
expressed the point of view of its Government. 

I venture to give quite frankly the reasons for 
which we are unable to agree to the proposals 
regarding the limitation of the cultivation of 
the poppy in our country. 

Before the· war we produced about 200 tons 
of opium ; at present the production has fallen 
to half this amount. If it is taken into account 
that before the war our country had only four 
million inhabitants and that it has at present 
thirteen millions- that is to say, three times as 
many as before the war- the reduction in the 
production of opium in comparison with the 
number of inhabitants is still greater. Conse
quently, the production of opium has been 
effectively redu_ced in the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes. 

There can be no further reduction for the 
following reasons : 

(I) The districts producing raw opium arc 
restricted to soil which, by its nature, cannot 
be usefully employed for other crops. 

The cultivation of the poppy could only .Oe 
replaced by that of tobacco, ~·ines •. or cotton. 
With regard to tobacco and vmes, 1t would be 
impossible to substitute them, for they arc 
already over-produced in the country, and no 
adequate markets have been found for the 
surplus. For example, the Govern.m.ent ~as 
been obliged to purchase about 15 m1lhon kilo
grammes of tobacco which could no~ be ~old. 

The position in the wint- market IS st1!l more 
serious, on account of the large product!?~· .on 
the one hand, and, on the other, the .prohibit~oa 
of consumption and of the importation of. wme 
into certain States; as a result, a large portiOn of 
the wine produced in the country has not been 
sold. With regard to the cultivation of c'?tton, 
there are two practical difficulti~s : th~ ms.uf
ficient knowledge of the intens1vc cultivation 

· of this plant and the lack of capital r.eq~red 
for operations preparatory to actual cultivation, 
si.1ch as irrigation and other work. · 

(2) Any fnrther reduction in the cultivation 
of the poppy, which has ~.lrea<;ly reached its 
minimum, would cause soc1al disturbances, as 
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the producers of opium would be deprived of-,. the peasants to undertake the cultivation of. 
their principal resources. The cultivation of this plant. 
the poppy alone supplies these people with Under these circumstances, it would be. 
sufficient means of existence, and the peasants impossible for our country, which has already 
producing opium employ their .wives and chil- reduced its production by half, to sign a 
dren in the work and thus save a part of the . Convention which would compel it to make a 
cost of production. If we deprived these pro- fresh reduction in the production of opium. 
ducer5 of their principal means of livelihood, As a proof ol the spirit of international co
we should .create a social proletariat, always operation with which my Government is 
liable to being increased by economic crises. inspired, it is prepared to give an undertaking 
Moreover, we must take into consideration not,~,to exceed the present limit of production in 
the fact that the districts in question were the country. 
the scene of constant fighting from 1912 to 
1919, and that the population still suffers severe 
hardships. Any fresh economic crisis would 
involve very grave consequences.· 

(3) If the approximate world production of 
rr.w opium is taken as 16,ooo tons, the produc
tion in our country (1oo-150 tons) does not 
repre.o;ent even one per cent of the total. If 
our entire production were stopped, therefore, 
it would have hardly any effect on the world 
production, and any measures that we might 
take would have no influence on the aim which 
we have in view. . _ 

By restricting our production we should be 
depriving a certain number of our nationals 
of their livelihood; such sacrifices would in 
no way benefit the general cause but would 
merely favour our competitors. 

(4) In support of our case, we consider it 
important to state that the abuse of opium is 
quite unknown in our country, and our opium 
is exclusively used for the manufacture of 
products for" medical and scientific require
ments. Our opium is exported ·for the most 
part to the United States of America, England, 
Germany and Switzerland. It is generally 
known that no opium is exported from our 
country as contraband. 

To these observations, which apply solely to 
our country, I may add a few remarks ·of a 
general nature. · 

1!1 the opinion of my delegation, the struggle 
agamst this scourge of humanity cannot be 
suce;essf~y carried on s!mply by limiting the 
cultivation of the poppy,m view ofthe fact that 
it is impossible to organise an effective control 
in all col!ntries on accQunt of the great extent of 
the temtory of some and the lack of technical 
staff for exercising the control. 
. :M~reover, it is evident thatincertaincountries, 
m sp1te of the good-will shown by the Govern
~ents and_ the measures adopted, the produc
tion of op!um has considerably increased. 
. In drawt~g up a Convention, it is not sufli

cent to stipulate its provisions ; we must see 
that .they are loyally carried out. We could 
not s~gn a Convention unless we were convinced 
that.lt would. be successfully applied and would 
attam the obJect which we all have in view. 
. I would here refer to Viscount Cecil's speech 
1h the Committee of Sixteen. The British 
del~gat~ poin~ed. out that perfectly definite 
obligations bmdmg the producing countries 
are ~eady provided for by the Hague Con
vention ; these provisions did not give the 
expecte~ result, simply, because they were 
not apphed and not because they were bad. 

The firs~ French delegate, in the remarkable 
~h wh1ch. he made !his morning, stated that 
~ had receiVed deta1led information to the 

~ ect ~hat .the cultivation of the poppy was 
mcreasmg m the largest producing country 
and that, moreover, the authorities compelled 

The President. : 
Translation : M. Loudon, 

Netherlands, will address the 

M. Loudon (Netherlands) : 

delegate of the 
Conference. 

Translation : Permit me to ask a question. 
I do not quite understand where we are. I 
think we should be discussing the report of 
the Sub-Committee, which states that there 
was not a unanimous vote in favour of the 
United States proposal. It appears to me, 
howe~er, that we are really discussing the 
question whether the first article of the United 
States proposals should be adopted or not. 

The President. : 
Translation : I am of opinion that as the 

Sub-Committee was not unanimous on the 
various points of view, these views must be 
clearly. stated so as t.o be a guide fat the Drafting 
Comm1ttee. I thmk I cannot interrupt the 
pre.,ent discussion. 

I call on Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh,' the Persian 
delegate, to address the Conference. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : The Persian delegation had 

the honour to adhere to the first article of the 
United States proposals, with the definite 
reservation that the conditions set forth in the 
P~rsian memorandum (Annex), which was dis
tnbuted to the Conference at the beginning 
of our work, should receive due consideration. 
I can only repeat the statement that I made in 
Sub-Committee B. 

The President. : 
Translation : I call on M. Dendramis, the 

Greek delegate, to speak. 

M. Dendramia (Greece) : 
Translation : Among the producing coun

tries, Greece is the one that produces the smallest 
quantity of opium. Its production plays a 
very small part in the world market. Greece 
is therefore prepared to adhere entirely to the 
first article of the United States proposals only 
when all the great producing countries have 
adopted it without reservation. 

The President. : 
Translation : I call on M. 

the Bolivian delegate, to speak. 

M. Pinto-Eacaller (Bolivia) : 

Pinto-Escalier, 

Trans~ation : I should merely' like to ask if 
the Ital!an delegation, in proposing that the 
first article of. the American proposals should 
l_>e adopt~d, w1shes to adopt it in ·its entirety, 
J.e., also m respect of coca leaves. · 
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The President : 

_ Tran:slatio.n : In my opinion, we are not 
now dtscussmg the question of coca. 

.M. Pinto- Escalier (Bolivia) : 
Tra11sliitio·n : We are discussing the first 

~rticle, and I _asked th_e Itali~n delegate if he 
mtended to dtscuss thts particular point. He 
replied in the affirmative. 

The President : 
Translation :_ M. Falcioni, delegate of Italy 

will address the Conference. · _ ' 

M. Falcioni (Italy) : _ 
Translation : The proposal to accept the 

first article was made by the Indian delegate, 
but he proposed an amendment, i.e., that the 
words "for export" be added. I again beg 
the Indian delegate not to insist on this amend
ment. 

I should like to repeat the declaration th•t I 
had the honour to make just now, so that every
one may be aware of the reservations that it 
.contains and of their importance : 

"The Italian d~legation regrets its ina
bility to associate itself with the Indian 
delegate's proposal, and is of opinion that 
no change should be· made in the text of 
the American proposal, although ·each 
State should have the right of adhering 
thereto with any reservations it may 
judge advisable." 

I have nothing to add, except that I should 
like to see the first article accepted as it stands. 

The President : 

Translatio11 : Mr. Clayton, delegate of India; 
will address the Conference. 

. Mr. Clayton (India) : . 
I should like to make a personal explanation. 

As I explained before, my motion was that 
Article I of the Hague Convention should 
remain as it stands. In the course of my 
speech, I said that if a motion were proposed 
to add the words "for export" to the United 
States proposals I should be ready to accept it, 
but the actual form in which I would like to 
see Article I adopted is· the form in which it 
stands in the Hague Convention. 

The President : 
Translatio1J : We have before us the Italian 

·proposal ; we are not dis.cussing the question 
of coca leaves as this pomt was not tourhed 
upon in the report of Sub-Committee B. 

I call upon Viscount Cecil, delegate of the 
British Empire, to address the Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I feel in a good deal of diff1~ulty about the 

present position, because I thmk ~e .are all 
anxious to lay down as a general pnnctple, as 
far as we ~an, that opium ought to be used for 
medical and scientific purposes only, at any rate 
as far as the traffic in opium is concerned .. 

The difficulties as I see them, are constder
able. In the fir;t place, there is the question of 
coca leaves. I do not quite understan~ the'\ 
Italian proposal, because,· und?ubtedl~ tf we 
simply adopt the American Arttcle I, ~t does 
apply to coca leaves ; yet Sub-Commtttee C 

has reported definitely that it is impracticable 
to deal with coca in the same way as with 
opium, because coca grows wild and .there is 
no possibility of .controlling its production in 
a number of countries. That is one matter 
·we have to consider. 

There is yet another difficulty. The Italian 
proposal is that we should adopt the article 
as proposed by the United States without 
amendment, any State having the right to make 
reserves. I do not know what our legal advisers 
would say, but I think that, if we put the 
American article into the Convention without 
a reserve, any State which was unable to accept 
that article would have to decline to sign and 
ratify the whole Convention. It is not pos
sible to sign and ratify a Convention and make 
reserves unless all the other parties to the~ 
Convention.agree to accept those reserves, and 
if any single country refused to accept a res@rve 
it would make it- impossible for- the- State to 
sign the Convention in that form. This seems 
to me to be a great practical difficulty in the 
way of the proposal as it stands. 

There is also a suggestion - not a formal 
proposal --- which was made by the Indian 
delegate -· that possibly the difficulty could be 
overcome if we laid down the principle that no 
traffic in opium should take place except for 
medical and scientific purposes. That is to 
say, by puttmg in the words "for export" 
we should make it quite clear that no opium 
was to be exported from a producing country 
which was not for medical and scientific pur
poses. 

As I understand the other speeches that 
have been made, and particularly the speech 
made by the delegate of the Kingdom of the 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and that made by the 
delegate of Turkey, I am not quite. s~tre whether 
even that would satisfy them. It dtd not seem 
to me to be quite clear whether they would be 
able to support the amendment. It is quite 
evident that it is not much use including a 
provision of this kind in our Com·ention unless 
it is one which the producing countries are ready 
to accept .. 

In those circumstances, I venture to suggest 
that we might adjourn this discussion until 
Tuesday next, or some such date - the next 
date, at any rate, on which the plenary Co~ 

. ference meets. By that time, I think it. is 
possible that some solution may b~ found w~tch 
will meet the views of all parhes. . I thmk 
it would be a very good thing if we could arrive 
at a solution of that kind, and could find some 
way of embodying this principle, which is a 
very desirable one, in our Convention. I there
fore beg to move that the debate be now 
adjourned. - · 
. If I may add one word, ~llow m~ to say !h~t 

I do not make this suggestton enbrely en l alT. • 
I really have so~e ground f~r thin~ing we 
may be able to arnve at a solubon sabsfac~ory 
to all parties, or at any rate that there ts a 
fair chance of our doing so. I therefore 
earnestly beg the Conference to adjourn the 
discussion for the moment. 

The President : 

Translatio11 : I wish to ask the opmton of 
the Conference on the proposal of adjourning 
the discussion of this point, while continuing 
the discussion of the other parts of the report. 
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Vlaoount Cecil (British Empire) : 
)fy motion is ~imply to adjourn the debate 

until the n<>xt mct>ting of the plenary Confe
n•ncc. I did not mean nt>ccssarily until Tues
dav. That is a matter for the President to 
dt'<~ide. 

The President 
Do you mean the next meeting or a subse-

quent "meeting ? 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) 
A subsequent meeting. 

The President : 
Translation : I propose therefore that the 

discussion be adjourned until a subsequent 
'meeting. That does not signify a postponement 
sine die ; it means that we can renew the dis
cus~ion, for instance, to-morrow or this even
ing, but not exclusi\·ely on Tuesday as at 
first indicated by Viscount Cecil. 

M. Daladier (France) : 
Translation : If the Conference considers 

an adjournment necessary - for my part I 
share this opinion - I suggest that we do not 
lose too much time and that we should fix the 
next meeting for Monday at · 3 or 4 p.m. I 
should like to save 24 hours on the date pro
posed by Viscount Cecil. 

. The President : 
Translation : I do not wish to fix the time 

of the next meeting, as I cannot foresee what 
the programme of the Conference will be 
without knowing what stage our work will 
reach to-day. I propose to fix the time of 
the next meeting later. · 
. As no opinion has been expressed to the 

contrary, I consider the proposal for adjourn
ment adopted by the Conference and I declare 
the discussion closed on this part of Sub-
Committee B's report. (Adopted.) . 

We will now proceed to the discussion of the 
other points in the report. 

I have no speaker on mv list. . Does any 
member wish to speak ? _ -
. As no member wishes to speak, I will con

Sider the other parts of this report adopted in 
principle by the Conference and referred to the 
prafting Committee. The only question that 
ts referred to a future meeting is that which 
we have just discussed. (Assent.) 

79. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE C. 

The President : 
Tra11slation : \\"e now pass to the rer.ort 

• of Sub-Committee C (Annex). 
I call upon the Chairman and Rapporteur 

of this Sub-Committee, the first German dele
gate, :'If. von Eckardt, to address tl1e Conference. 

M. von Eckardt (Germany) : 
Translation : The examination of the con

trol of pr.odtKtion and distribution of coca 
lc.~\·cs, Art1cle I of the U uite~ States proposals, 
v.as entru£ted to Suh-Comm1ttee C, composed 
of the dP.Ic~ations of Bolivia, the Netherland-;, 
Japan and Pent. Our work was necessarily 
mcomplete on account c,f the regr<;ttable absence 
c·f the delegate of Peru, a country which 

produces a.nd exports coca leaves and manufac
tLJres cocaine. The delegates of Boli\oia and 
the Netherlands ha,·e already furnished at 
previous meetings some de~ailed in~ormation 
on the subject .. Sub-Committee C proposes 
that the Conference should adopt the follow
ing conclusions, in conformity with the sug
gestions of the Advisory Committee : 

x. Article 2 of the Hague Convention 
of 1912 shall be extended to coca leaves. 

2. The system of import and. export 
licences shall be extended to coca leaves. 

The President : 
Translation : The discussion on this report is 

open. Does anyone wish to speak ? . · 
As no member wishes to speak, I may regard 

the questions of principle contained in the 
report as adopted by the Conference and 
referred to the Drafting Committee. (Adopted.) 

80. EXAMINATION OF ·THE REPORT OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE D. 

The President : 
Translation : We V:·ill now consider the 

report of Sub-Committee D (Annex.) 
.... I call on Mr. Shepherd, Rapporteur of Sub
Committee D, to address the Conference. 

Mr. Shepherd (Australia), Rapporteur of Sub
Comll'ittee D : 

Sub-Committee D considered the various 
articles of the Advisory Committee's report 
(See Annex) and accepted in principle Articles 

·x, 2, 3, 4. 5 and 13. Several amendments were 
suggested by the Sub-Committee, but these 
were subsequently covered (or most of them) 
by agreements reached in the Co-ordination 
Committee, and Sub-Committee D finds itself in 
general agreement, in principle, with the recom
mendations of Sub-Conimittee A. 

The ouly point whi:ch it is perhaps necessary· 
for me to make ·is that Sub-Committee D 
expressed the \Irish that non-producing countries 
should be represented on the Central Board. 
That is not referred to in the report of the 
Co-ordination Committee, and I mention it 
here for the sake of record. 

I would like also to refer to the decision in 
regud to the Australian, Cuban and Austrian 
proposals. I very much regret to find that the 
Au~tralian proposal has- not been adopted by 
Sub-Committee B. It was passed by Sub
Committee D with slight amendments, which 
were not acceptable to the members of Sub
Committee B. The producing countries on 
that Sub-Committee unanimously adopted the 
proposal submitted hy Australia that all countries 
which do not at present produce should be 
prohibited from doing so, but unfortunately they 
were not able to accept the conditions submitted 
by Sub-Committee D. 

The only other point to which I wish to 
draw attention is the Portuguese memorandum 
(Annex), which the Sub-Committee wished 
to submit to the Conference, but on which 
it makes no recommendation. 

The President : 
Translation : There appears to be a diffe

rence of opinion between Sub-Committees B 
and D according to the remarks just made 
by the Rapporteur. 
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. Mr. Shepherd (Australia) : 
. Well, I presume t_here is a difference of opi

. ~IOn, as Sub:Commlttee B did not accept the 
recommendatiOns of Sub-Committee D on the· 
Australian and Cuban proposals. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
What did the Co-ordination Committee do ? 
The President : 
Translation : Can the Chairman of the 

Co-ordination Committee give us any informa
tion on this point ? 

M. Sjostrand (Sweden) 
I remember asking in the Co-ordination 

Committee whether there was any such dif
ference of opinion, but I received no answer to 
the question. I have therefore no information 
with regard to any such difference of opinion. 
As the 9uest~on seems to be one of some impor
tance, 1t mtght be referred to the Drafting 
Committee. 

The President : 
Translatio11 : M. Shepherd, delegate of 

Australia, will address the Conference. 

Mr. Shepherd (Australia) : 
I do not think that any good purpose would 

be served by debating this question. The prin
ciple on which we could not agree was the one 
on which the whole Conference has failed 
to agree: that is, that the producing countries 
on their part should undertake to reduce their 
production. As the Conference has failed to 
come to an agreement on that point, I do not 
think much advantage would be gained by 
again discussing it here. 

The President : 
1'ra1lslation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
May I suggest that there is not really a 

divergence of views between the two Sub
Committees on this point. Sub-Committee D, 
as I understand its report, recommended that 
the Australian proposal should be accepted, 
provided the producing countries were willing 
to undertake a certain obligation. The pro
ducing countries which were represented on 
Sub-Committee B did not see their way to 
undertake that obligation. The position, 
therefore, is that, as the producing countries 
represented on Sub-Committee B were not 
willing to undertake the obligation referred to, 
the recommendation of Sub-Committee D drops. 

The President : 
Tra11slntion : I hope that this information 

will make the matter sufficiently _clear to the 
Drafting Committee. 

I declare the report of Sub-Committee D 
adopted in principle and referred to the Draf-
ting Committee. (.Assen'.) 

81. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE E. 

The President : 
1'ranslation : We now come to the report 

ot Sub-Committee E (Annex). I call upon the 
Rapporteur, Sir Malcolm Delevingne, to speak. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire)_; 
Rapporteur : · 

I have very little to add t{) what is said in 
the report, which enters fully into all the pro
posals contained in the Annex. I would like 
merely to say that the proposals were unani
mously accepted in each case and, I think, 
without any reservation b): any delegation 
except on one or two very small points of detail. 
I think, in those circumstances, that it is 
unnecessary for me to detain the Conference 
in connection with this report. 

The President : 
Translation : The discussion on the report is 

open. 
I call on l\I. Chodzko, 

to speak. 
the Polish delegate, 

~ 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : ~ 

Tra11slatiou : I take the opportunity of 
submitting a proposal which is, I think, within 
the competence of Sub-Committt>e E. 

So far we may say that the Conference has 
been engaged rather with the question of con
trolling the legitimatt' trade in opium and its 
derivatives than with that of clandestine inter
national traffic. We have not rndeavoured to 
study seriously or even superficially the reason 
for the existence and development of this clan
destine traffic, ~his scourge which is responsible 
for so much suffering and so many deaths. 

While searching for a practical solution of 
this problem, I found in the minutes of the 
sixth ~ession of the Advisory Committee on 
the Traffic in Opium, page 77, the words "the 
incentive for illicit traffic in dangerous drugs 
is to be found in the profits derived therefrom". 
If this is true - and it is diftkult to dcnv it -
it would appear that the best means of pre
venting this trafhc and restricting its develop
ment must be to fmd a system which will 
render it impossible to make such illicit pro fits. 

It is generally admitted that it is neither the 
manufacturer nor the chemist who engages in 
clandestine trade. These are firmly established 
in the country where they have their business 
and therefore are too much under the control 
of the authorities to engage in wholesale clan
destine trade. This clandestine and illicit 
international traffic is of such dimensions tha$ 
as recently as January 27th a quantity of 
morphine was. seized at Brooklyn which was 
valued at about 450,000 gold dollars (see 
The Times of January 28th, 1<)25)-

The reason for this extensive clandestine 
traffic is that there is nothing in the present 
legislation to prevent a person authorised to 
carry on a wholesale trade in drugs from 
selling his stock - which may amount to sever;Ll 
tons- to a clandestine tra,ler. Having gained the 
enormous profits which such a transaction would • 
bring, the wholesale dealer has merely to cross 
the frontier in order to be safe from any pro
secution. Tempted by one of the numerous 
agents of this international organisation for 
clandestine traffic in drugs, the wholesale dealer 
sells his goods, takes his profit and disappt>ars. 

The remedy would appear to lie in .a system 
of "bonds with cash surety" or "cash deposits", 
the amount of which might be in proportion 
to the total quantity which the wholesal dealer 
should be authorised to have in stock. As 
the average illicit profit obtainable on I kilo 
of morphine or cocaine is known, everyone 
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authoriSE'd to deal in these products would, fact - a very severe penalty of imprisonment 
bn receiving his licence or· trading ct>rtificate, or a very heavy fine is quite as effective as, if not 
pay a cash deposit which would ~e so large. as much more effective than, the forfeiture of a 
to remo,·e all desire to engage m clandestme bond. h . · ~· ~ 
trade. With the knowledge that his deposit In Great Britain, for example, t e maximum 
might be confiscated by the authorities, such penalty which can be imposed for b_reaches of , 
a wholesale dealer would not be tempted by the law in regard to dangerous drugs IS as much 
the profits obtainable fron.1 i11icit tr~d~. as ten years penal s~rvitude and. a fine of £1,000. 

I should like to add that m Poland 1t 1s only That, surely, is qu1te as effective a~ the for
the large pharmaceutical merchants who ha~·e feiture of a bond. 
the right to engage in the wholesale trade m · ·Again, I do not qt~ite se~ how the amo!ln~ ?f 
narcotics. the bond is to be ascertamed, because, 1f 1t 1s 

Taking as our start~ng point. the .fact that to be equal to the difference between the profits 
this clandestine trade m narcotics exists solely to be obtained in the licit trade and the profits 
on account of the profit which it. bring~ .in, . in the illicit trade, you have to ascertain what 
I think the remedy can be found, while awa1ti_ng the profits of the illicit trade are, and I venture 
the limitation of manufacture to the strict to say that this is not a matter which is known 
~medical and scientific requirements, in a system to anybody but the illicit traders themselves. 
of bonds with cash snretv, and I therefore have. I would suggest, therefore, to the Conference 
th~honour to propose the followingresolution: that this is a matter which must be left to each 

Government to determine for itself. If a · 
"The High· (ontracting Parties un~er- Government thinks that a system of bonds is 

take not to deliver licences for stockmg, a good one, it can adopt it. If it thinks that 
purchasing or selling narcotics to wholesale a system of very heavy penalties is a better 
or semi-wholesale dealers, other than manu- d 'd h f . . · h d 1 one it should be left to ec1 e t e matter or 
facturers, w1thout Imposm~ on sue ea ers itseif. I think it is impossible at this stage to 
the system of cash deposits or of surety G d k d t 
f h · d f 'th Th unt of- the .. ask a overnment to un erta e to a op a 
or t e1r goo a1 · e amo t' 1 t · h' h · t · t th' k · de osit to be paid on delivery of the licences · par ICU ar sys em w. IC I may no m .1s 
sh~ be equal to the difference between the ~s good as. the. one 1t has already adopted m 
average profit obtainable ~n lawful t~ade Its own legtslation. 
on the maximum quantity authonsed · The President : 
by the licence and the average profit that Translatio11 : M. Chodzko, delegate of Po-. 
could be realised by the sale of the same 
quantity.in illicit traffic." land, will address the Conference. 

The President : 
Translation : I believe the proposal made 

by the Polish delegate has never been discussed 
by Sub-Committee E. 

I request the Rapporteur of this Sub-Com
mittee to give us his opinion on the subject. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I do not know what grounds the delegate for 

Poland has for thinking that the system of 
bonds or "cautions" which he suggests is the 
only remedy for preventing the illicit traffic. 
As a matter of fact, the system was mentioned 
in Sub-Committee E, but it was not accepted 
by the Sub-Committee because it was considered 
~hat the question of the methods to be adopted 
by each Government for exercising control 
O\'er the dealers and · manufacturers in its 
country was a matter for its own determina
tion. 

~ The question as to what is the most effective 
method of dealing with a trader who engages 
in illicit traffic is one on which several views 
can be held. The view which is taken by most 
~overnments, and the view which was taken, I 
think, by Sub-Committee E, was that the most 

• effective method was the imposition of very heavy 
penalties, and the Conference will find at the 
end of the report of the Sub-Committee a refe
rence to that point and a recommendation that 
a provision should be inserted in the Convention 
t? be concluded by this Conference that the 
<.overnment. should undertake to impose ade
quate penalties for all breaches of the provisions 
contained in the Convention. 

It ~ems to me that if it can be proved that 
a particular trader has been engaging in illicit 
trade - an_d for the purpose of enforcing the 
system wh1ch the delegate for Poland re
commends it would be necessary to prove that 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I regret that I cannot share 

the opinion of Sir Malcolm Delevingne - it 
is not the first time that this has happened ...,-- . 
but we must refer to Article 10 of the Hague 
Convention : "The Contracting Powers shall 
use their best endeavours to control, or cause 
to be controlled, all persons manufacturing, 
importing, selling, distributing and exporting 
morphine, cocaine, etc.... as well as the buil
dings ... " It appears from the wording of 
this article that the dealers are obliged to have 
a building specially intended for this trade, but 
this is not 'actually the case. 

.If we follow the chain of persons through· 
whom the narcotic passes from the manufac
turer to the chemist, we find in the middle a 
wholesale dealer. This dealer may .or may not 
give sufficient material guarantees. At the 
present time, in mo~t States, he does not give 
any such guarantees. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne informs us that 
English legislation provides for heavy fines 
and ten years penal servitude, but how can 
a fine be imposed on a person who has no pos
sessions, or penal servitude be inflicted on some
one who has been able to leave immediately 
the country that gave him the licence ? It is 
important that these penalities should exist, · 
but in many cases they are ineffective, as I 
have just shown. 

There is the question of the interpretation of 
Article 10. If, as Sir Malcolm Delevingne tells 
us, we should leave it to the various States to 
take what measures they think fit, that is a 
good principle, but in that case why should 
we suggest that these States should introduce 
import and export certificates ? That is also 
a matter dependent on the sovereignty of the 
State, but we nevertheless propose it. 
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· 1 do not see, therefore, why we should not 
. propose a measure which mtght be useful. 
:Most States at present grant licences to anyone 
.who !3-sks for them. and who ~a~ pay a few francs, 
provided no preVIous conv1ct16n has been re
corded against .the applicant. Under this sys-

. tern the countnes have no material guarantees. 
They can~ot )Je sure· of being able to punish 
ca.ses of mfnngeri_Ient, because they cannot 
setze property whtch the person in question 
does not possess. With regard to the sum 
that should be fixed as a deposit, this is still 
a. vague . proposal, and if Sir Malcolm Dele
vmgne can make some other suggestion I shall 
be very glad. 

The President : 
Translati~n. :_ ~ do not think .the plenary 

· Confe!ence 1s a smtable place for discussing this 
-question. . . 

Would the Chairman of the 'Sub-Committee 
be prepared to convene his Sub-Committee ~ 
He could do that, for instance on Monday next. 
without altering the program'me of the Con~ 
ference. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Trans~ation :_ . I think it is unnecessary to 

refer this question to Sub-Committee E. All 
the members have already considered it at 
length and studied it from every aspect so 
that it might be possible to take a vot~ on 
it hete and now. 

The President : 
Translation : The discussion· of the Polish 

delegate's proposal is open. . 
M. Dinichert, delegate of Switzerland, will 

address the Conference. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland).: 
Translation : I should like to say a few 

words on this proposal, because I think it is 
of interest and is inspired by a very justifiable 
anxiety. I wish, however, to point out that the 
precaution which the Polish delegate proposes 

. should be taken by the various Governments 
applies less to manufacturers than to traders, 
!1-nd we are therefore all equally interested in 
this proposal. It is not a measure which 
should be taken specially by the countries 

.. manufacturing narcotics but by all countries 
in some way, since, in certain circumstances, 
all take part in the trade in these substances. 

Therefore we should all consider whether 
, we are able to take upon ourselves a contrac"tual 
obligation of this kind in the same manner as 
the other obligations which have already been 
embodied in Article 10 of the Hague Convention. 
I think that probably even the author of this 
proposal ·never intended that we should ask 
the forty delegations representing their Govern
ments here to embody a formal obligation of 
this kind in a Convention. I do not think that 
many of us are able to bind ourselves in this 
manner. But I repeat that the proposal· is 
of interest, and I think it would deserve to 
be brought to the notice of our Governments 
as a recommendation in favour of a measure 
which in certain countries and circumstances 
might be effective. 

I agree with Sir Malcolm Delevingne that 
we should leave it to our Governments to take 

. · in their respective countries what measures 
they may think fit in order to fulfil the 

obligations assumed, but he will not deny• 
perhaps, that these measures might prove very 
useful. I am the ref ore in favour of this 
proposal to the extent that I should like the 
tdea to be submitted to our Governments a!l 
a recommendation for their consideration . 

The President : 
Translation : We have before us a proposal 

to make the Polish resolution into a recommen
da~ion. The discussio.n is open also on this 
pomt. 

I call upon M. Bourgois, delegate of France, 
to address the Conference. 

M. Bourgoie (France) : 
Translation : My Government had already 

considere~ t~is gu~btio~ of sureties, but after~ 
some hestta~10n It reframed from making pro
rosals of. tlus nature to the Conference, thtpk- · 
mg that 1t would be better to leave this ques
tion to be settled by each of the Governments 
concerned. 

It is on account of this very question that 
on the suggestion of the French Government' 
one of the clauses of the Hague Conventio~ 
was strengthened. Up to the present, under 
the Hague Convention, a simple declaration 
was sufficient in order to engage in traffic of this 
kind, whereas we have inserted in the future 
Convention a clause providing for the necessity 
of an authorisation. This is a much more 
serious engagement. It imposes upon the 
~overnment the moral obligation to satisfy 
1tself, before granting this authorisation, of 
the trustworthy character of the person to 
whom it is granted. The Government must 
obtain certain guarantees. 

It appeared to the French Government that 
this authorisation would replace and might· 
even be more effective than any purely pecu
niary guarantee. This moral obligation on · 
the part of a Government, which itself chooses 
the persons permitted to engage in the traffic 
and obtains all the guarantees which it thinks 
fit, should re-assure the Polish delegate. I 
am not, however, opposed to a proposal of this 
kind being made as a suggestion to the Govern
ments. 

Nevertheless, I would propose a slight amend
ment. In respect of wholesale or semi-whole
sale dealers who have shops or warehouses,• 
and for manufacturers, the guarantees given 
by a Government are quite adequate, because 

·the fact that the dealer's establishment is 
within reach of the Government 'makes it 
certain that the guilty person will not escape. 
This is to some extent a question of drafting. 

The President : 
Translatioli Does the Polish delegate, 

M. Chodzko, who made this proposal, wish to 
speak ? 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I have no objections to the 

Swiss delegate's suggestion to give my proposal 
the form of a recommendation. As regards the 
form of this proposal, I think it would be better 
to request the Drafting Committee to draw it 
up, taking into account M. Bourgois' obser
vations. 

The President 
Translation M. Sugimura, delegate of 

Japan, will address the Conference : 
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M. Suglmura (Japan) · 
Tra'11slatio11 : I fully recognise the effective

ness of the measures proposed by the Polish 
delegate. In numerous cases such a system for 
controlling illidt trade has been adopted and has 
proved etlectin•. ~evertheless, Japan wishes to 
go further and to take still more energetic mea
sures. For this reason, I cannot recommend to 
mv GO\·ernment a solution which is not ade
quate and measures ·which are not sufficiently 
dlecti,·e. I therefore reserve my support on 
this point. · 

The President : 
Tra11slation : I think I may regard the 

Polish proposal as having been withdrawn. 

b M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translatio11 : No, I have not withdrawn my 

prC\posal ; I han• simply transformed it into 
a recommendation. 

The President ·: 
Translation : . Viscount Cecil, delegate of 

the British Empire, will address the Conference,. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
Speaking for the British Government, I 

could not accept this as a recommendation, 
because to accept it would mean that we thought 
it was a good plan, whereas our advisers doubt 
verv much whether it is so. Tf, however, it 
can· be trt>ated just as a suggestion to go before 
the Governments, we shall ha,·e no objection. 
But we cannot approve it. I am sure that the 
delt'gate of Poland will see how impossible it 
i;; at this stage of the Conference and at this 
hour of the evening to approve a complicated 
proposal of this kind. We are quite willing, 
however, that it should be placed before the 
Governments in the form of a suggestion. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation: I agree with Viscount Cecil's 

,-iews,- that is to say that we should-try to 
find a formula corresponding to the proposal
but I should like to observe that I do not think 
the expression "suggestion" should be used. 
It is an expression belonging' rather to psycho
logy than to the realm of international rela
tions. If we wish to change the word "recom
"Jlendation", could we not use the expression 
"proposal" or "opinion" ? 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
That is a matter which might be left to the 

Drafting Committee. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I agree to your suggestion. 
The President : · 
Translation : I understand that the unani

mous feeling of the Conference is that this 
Polish-Swiss proposal should be referred to the 
Drafti~g Committee with a request that the 
Comrruttee should find a formula to submit to 
us, taking into account the various remarks 
which have been made. 

Doell any other member wish to speak on 
the report of Sub-Committee E ? 

As no ~mt: wishes to speak, I consider the 
general pnnCtples contained in this report adop
te~ by the ~nference .. The report will be sent 
to th~ Draftm~ Comrruttee with the request I 
have JUst mentioned. (Adopted.) 

82. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORTs OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE F. 

The President : 
Translation : We have now to consider the 

reports of Sub-Committee F (~nnexes)._ M. 
Carriere, who was Rapporteur of th1s Committee, 
is absent from Geneva at present. Professor 
Perrot, who had been appointed to replace him 
as Rapporteur, is also absent. I have therefore 
appealed to M. de Myttenaere, who has agreed 
to present the report. I call on M. de Mytte-
naere, in his capacity as Rapporteur, to speak. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium), Rapporteur: 
Translation : Sub-Committee F, called the 

Sub-Committee of Experts, was entrusted with : 

(1) The determination of legitimate require
ments in opium and opium alkaloids (which it 
is agreed to call the opium figure per head of 
the population for countries with a proporly 
developed medical organisation.) 

It accepted the figure of 450 milligrammes 
with certain reservations. 

(2) The determination of the same figure 
for cocaine. The figure of 7 milligrammes was 
accepted. 

(3) Modifications to be made in the draf
ting of the definitions in Chapters 1 and 2 of 
the Suggestions of the United States of America. 

(4) The examination of the questions raised 
by the application of the provisions of the 
Convention to various known narcotic substan
ces referred to and to such substances as may 
be subsequently discovered by science and having 
analogous properties. 

(5) The examination of the Egyptian pro
posal regarding Indian hemp. 

I do not wish. to speak at length on this 
summary, as the subject has been fully dis
cussed in· the report of Sub-Committee F. In 
the absence of the Rapporteur, I should like 
to ask those who wish to. oppose certain points 
in the report to postpone their discussion. 

The President. : 
Translation;_ Mr. Walton, delegate of India,· 

will address the Conference. ~ 

Mr. Walton (India) : 
1 desire merely to say a word with reference 

to the question of Indian hemp dealt with in 
the report of M. Perrot.- The Indian delega" 
tion would find it impossible to accept the 
particular methods of controlling the use of 
this drug which are mentioned in that report. 
The reasons of our inability to do so are fully 
explained in the note which is circulated with 
the report. 

I wish only to add that the proposal for 
dealing with this drug has, of course, only 
been considered from the point of view of 
Sub-Committee F, that is,· from the expert 
medical point of view,· because it was not 
referred to any other Sub-Committee. Con
sequently the question of the control of Indian 
hemp has not been examined from the admi
nistrative point of view. 

Unfortunately, there are very considerable 
administrative difficulties which really ought 
to be taken into account if we are to do anything 
practical towards the control of the drug. One 
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o£ the greatest difficulties is, of course that the 
pl_ant from which· t~e drug is prepa;ed grows 
Wild, and the drug IS prepared by very simple 

-processes. Consequently, it is difficult to control 
the preparation of the drug, and the particular 
propos~! t~ confine its use entirely to medical 
and scientific purposes becomes a very diffi
c~lt matter from the administrative point of 
VleW. 

A step that could usefully be taken, as it 
appears to the Indian delegation and to the 
Government of India, from which we asked 
instructions, would be to apply the import 
certificate system to the international traffic 
in this drug to the full extent to which that 
system has been elaborated by Sub-Committee 
E. In that way, no export of Indian hemp 
would be allowed except on the production of 
the import certificate from the Government 
of the importing country. This would effectively 
control the international traffic, which is what 
we all desire to do and which is a practical 
step. 

The Government of India, therefore, would 
be able to co-operate in measures of that kind 
and the Indian delegation would be able to 
accept the application of the new Convention 
to Indian hemp in so far as the import certi
ficate system is concerned. 

It would be premature, perhaps, to deal in 
greater detail now with this question, but the 
Indian delegation thought it right to explain 
its point of view· and will possibly ask leave 
to deal further with the matter when we come 
to consider the Convention itself. 

The President : 
Translation : Before calling on any of the 

speakers on my list, I wish to state that the 
author of this proposal, the delegate for Egypt, 
has written to me to-day to say that he is 
unable to take part in our discussions before 
Tuesday. He therefore asks us to adjourn the 
discussion of this proposal until then. In 
these circumstances, I think it would be advi
sable not to continue the discussion. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : When I asked to be allowed 

to speak it was my intention to make the very 
proposal that you have just submitted. 

M. Bourgois (France)': 
Translation: I withdraw my request to speak. 

The President : 
Translation : This question · is therefore 

reserved for subsequent discussion .. Do~s 
anyone wish to speak on any other pomt m 
the report of Sub-Committee F ? 

M. Bustamante, delegate of Spain, will 
address the Conference. 

M. Bustamante (Spain) : . 
Translation : With reference to the first 

report of Sub-Committee F (Annex) which deals 
with the question of the legitimate dose_s of 
opium and cocaine, I wish to say that, even lf we 
admit that the only remedy, and the one that 
has been the most recommended, is to reduce 
the cultivation of the poppy and of the -co~a 
leaf and to restrict the manufacture of their 
alkaloids in order that, a close relationship 
having been established between the subst~n~es 
available and their lawful use, the existmg 

surplus of these products which serves to develop 
vice and is a powerful cause of degeneration 
will automatically disappear, we are at the 
moment still very far from being able to use 
this method. 

The statistics available are incomplete and 
of small range, and some of their factors ha\'e 
even been omitted. In order that statistics 
may serve as a basis for deducing medical and 
scientific requirements, they must refer to 
a minimum period of three years and include 
all the preparations which require the use of the 
raw materials (Annex). 

For this reason, the figure of 0.45 grammes 
for opiates indicated in terms of opium con
stitutes such a vague indication that it cannot 
be seriously considered. As far as our own 
country is concerned, it is possible that the"' 
quantity of. 0.45 grammes is excessive, but 
as it has been possible for various reason!"~ to 
arrive at the exact consumption of opiates and 
cocaine in Spain (Annex), we can only accept 
it with the reservation that it represents our 
legitimate requirements. 

We can admit more easily the figure of 0.007 
grammes of cocaine per head of the population, 
in view of the fact that its therapeutic effects 
can be easily obtained by synthetic substitutes 
- as is shown in practice more and more every 
day. As the great French chemist Fourneau 
has proved in his work on the synthesis of 
organic medicine, these substitutes would have 
entirely taken the place of cocaine if tqe illicit 
use of this drug had not represented its prin
cipal commercial value. 

The President : 
Translation : M. de Myttenaerc, delegate 

of Belgium, will address the Conference. 

M. de Myttena~re (Belgium), Rapporteur : 
Translation : I think it is not part ot my 

duty as ~apporteur to speak in d~fence_ of 
Sub-Committee F. There was no mtenhon, 
as M. Bustamante has said, to do more than 
fix a figure which might, if necessary, be taken 
as an average for the medical requirements 
of different countries. - There was never any 
question of imposing the figure of 450 milli
grammes on any country. The discussion was 
purely tentative,. as no section bas~d. any cal.; 
culations on the figure of 450 m1lhgrammes 
fixed by the Committee of Experts nor on _the 
figure of 7 milligrammes fixed for cocame. 
Under these circumstances, it would be a waste 
of time both for the Rapporteur and for ~he 
Conference to speak in defence of figures which 
are of no importance. 

The President : 
· Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele
gate of the British Empire, will address the ~ 
Conference. 

. Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British J;:mpire) : 
I wish to say one word with refe~ence to ~he 

recommendation of the Sub-Committee, which 
says that certain preparations containing da~
gerous drugs may be supplie_d to the _pu~hc 
by a chemist without a med1cal pres~nphon. 
That was opposed in ~he Sub-Comm~ttee by 
the British representative, and I notice th~t 
the fact of his opposition, which was stated m 
the earlier drafts of the report, has been somehow 
omitted from the final text. · 

-IS-



The British delegation opposed this recom
mt>ndation ,·ery strongly on the ground -
which seemed to us a sufficient ground - that 
under it a drug addict would be able to go 
from one chemist to another and obtain exces
sive quantities of the drug for his use. It 
St>ems to us to be a very dangerous weakening 
of the provision in the Hague Convention. 
(ertainly it is at present illegal under the provi
sions of the British law and, I imagine, under 
the law of most countries. 

I do not wish to detain the Conference at the 
present moment at any length on the subject, 
but we shall feel bound to oppose it when it 
comes before the Conference during the consi

-deration of the draft Convention. 

, M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Tra11slation : The Rapporte'ur has no res

pom;ibility for any inaccuracies in the report. 
I am aware of the reservation made by the 
British delegation, and I propose_ to reply to 
it subsequently. 

The President : 
Translatio11 : The Drafting Committee will 

take into account the first observation made by 
Sir Malcolm Delevingne, and there will be a 
discussion on this subject in the plenary Con
ference. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Trat1slation : 'Ve have reserved the question 

of hashish. I should like to ask that the ques
tion of heroin should also be reserved on account 
of the absence of M. Perrot, who has dealt spe
cially with this point. 

· M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : In spite of the absence of the 

Rapporteur and of the Chairman, I think we 
should nevertheless accept the reports of Sub
Committee F in principle, in the same way as 
we have accepted the other reports. The points 
of view of the various Governments can then 
be made known when .we come to the discus
sion of the different points. 

The President : 
Translation : I propose, therefore that we 

accept in principle the reports of Sub-Committee 
F and refer them to the Drafting Committee. 
i" shoul~ perhaps specially reserve the question 
of hashtsh, but after the remarks which have 
just been made it does not appear to be neces
sary to reserve the question of heroin. 

I declare the reports adopted and referred to 
the Drafting Committee. (Assent.) 

83. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
THE COMMITTEE OF SIXTEEN. 

· - The President : 

. -Translation : We now come to the last 
tte~ of our agenda: the report of the Committee 
of Stxteen (Annex). I do not think it necessary 
to call on the Rapp?rteur to speak, as the report 
has already been dtstributed to all the members 
of the Conference. 

I call on 111. Toivola, delegate of Finland, 
to address the Conference. 

M. Toivola (Finland) : 
Translation : Although I am not the Ra -

porteur of the Committee of Sixteen, I thi~k 

it advisable to say a few words with regard 
to this Committee's report. 

When the Second Conference decided two 
weeks ago to form a special Committee to 
consider the United States proposals and cer~ 
tain other declarations, we all hoped that this 
Committee would come to an agreement with 
regard to the- suppression of prepared opium. 
You know that this hope has not been realised 
and that it has been impossible to come to an 
agreement. -• _ 

We regret this fact. We all regret the 
departure of the United States delegatioh, and 
I think I may say that the presence of this 
delegation has had a good effect on our work. 
In international co-operation, as in all human 
activity, the essential point is to make progress. 
The means is of secondary importance. The 
report submitted by the Committee of Sixteen 
to the Conference only records a failure, but 
it is a failure that is more apparent than real. 

The Committee of Sixteen was unable to 
agree unanimously with regard to what we 
may call the frame of the picture. The exis
tence of the Committee of Sixteen and the 
efforts made by the members of this Committee, 
together with the perseverance shown by the 
distinguished representative of the United 
States, have led the interested countries to 
prepare plans which if realised will put· an 
end to the scourge against which the United 
States delegation has fought with such energy. 

Reference was made in the report to st~ps 
which certain Governments might take with 
a view to arriving at a definite solution of the 
question of prepared opium. Permit me to 
draw the attention of the Conference to the 
declarations made this morning by the distin
guished delegates of the British Empire, France 
and the Netherlands. These declarations con
firm very distinctly and , clearly that these 
Governments are prepared to take dt>finite 
steps to suppress prepared opium. They are 
willing to leave it to the League of Nations to 
fix the date from which the period ·of fifteen 
years should commence. 

As the delegate of a country which is not 
interested in this question, I- cannot deny the 
reality of the progress that has been made in 
these discussions. Let the producing countries 
take a similar attitude and the problem of 
prepared opium will be definitely solved in 
a very short time. · 

Mr. Porter, with whom I have had the plea
sure of working on several occasions, said that 
it is impossible to suppress an age-long vice 
in a few· days. I.et the producing countries 
do their duty towards humanity and the day 
will approach with almost incredible rapidity 
when prepared opium will cease to be used as 
it is used to-day. Fifteen years or twenty 
years is only a day in the life of nations. This 
Conference has helped us to see the first dawn 
of this day. · 

Let each one of us realise his responsibility. 
Let the producing countries, which should help 
the countries that are still consumers of pre
pared opium, take advantage of the opportune 
moment. 

The existing conditions in China which at 
pre~ent pr~vent definite measures being taken 
agamst th1s scourge cannot continue for ever. 
The. time is approaching when China will 
take measures against the cultivation of the 
poppy. Let us be prepared in all countries for 
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this time. Let us be prepared to make simul
taneous efforts against this scourge and it 
will disappear from the world. 

The President 
Translation : Viscount· Cecil, delegate of 

the British Empire, will address the Confe
rence. 

. ' 
Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
M. Toivola alluded to the proceedings of 

the Committee of Sixteen, and it was pointed 
out. that, by the declarations which certain 
Governments made this morning, it is quite 
clear that they are determined to do their hest 
to bring opium-smoking to an end. The Con
ference will remember that one of the proposals 
put before the Committee of Sixteen was that 
there should be two additional Protocols; one 
which would be adopted, if it thought right, 
by the First Conference and which would 
oblige the parties to it to put an end to opium
smoking within fifteen years after such progress 
had been made in the suppression of smuggling 
as to render it no longer- an obstacle to their 
measures. With that Protocol, of course, I do 
not propose to trouble this Conference, as it is 
a matter for the other Conference. It was also 
-part of the same scheme that the producing 
countries should be asked to accept another 
Protocol by which they, in their turn, should 
undertake so to control the production and 
distribution of ·raw opium as to prevent 
opium-smuggling constituting a serious obstacle 
to the effective prohibition ofthe use of prepared 
opium in those countries where such use is 
temporarily permitted. 

The point which I am now laying before the 
Conference is contained in four clauses which 
are of a simple character. Perhaps I might read 
them to the Conference : 

"I. The States signatories of the pre
sent Protocol recognise that Chapter I 
of the Hague Convention of 1912 involves 
an obligation so to limit and control within 
their territories the production and distri
bution of raw opium as to prevent opium
smuggling constituting a serious obstacle 
to the effective prohibition of the use of 
prepared opium in those territories where 
such use is temporarily authorised. 

"II. Each of the signatory States agrees 
to take the necessary measures, so far as 
this has not already been done, to ensure 
the complete execution of its obligation 
under Article I of the present Protocol 
within five years from the pr~sent date. 

"III. The question whether the obli
gation referred to in Article I has been 
completely executed shall be decided, at 
the end of the said period of five years, by 
a Commission to be appointed by the League 
of Nations, whose decision shall be final. 

"IV. The present Prot~col shall come 
into force for each of the s1gnatory States 
at the same time as the Convention rela
ting to Dangerous Drugs signed this day." 

Well, I do not know that I need elaborate an_y 
argument in favour of that Pr~tocol, _because It 
has constantly been discussed m vanous forms 
both before this Conference and before the 

Committee of Sixteen. I have had some doubt 
whether it was desirable 'to proceed with it in 
the absence of the delegate of China, but I did 
venture to put to him once or twice the question 
whether he was prepared, on ·behalf of his 
Government, to assent to this Protocol. Un
fortunately, he has left the Conference before 
he was able to give an answer to that question. 

With regard to the other producing countries 
now present, I understand that, in principle, 
they do not object - or I think that I am right 
in saying that they do pot object - to the pre
sent Protocol, although some of them would 
desire a change in the wording of Article I. 
That change seems to me one which I could 
quite well support.. I do not know exactly 
what procedure would be right at this stage. 
but, unless I am out of order, perhaps I might 
read the draft amendment to Article I. I gat he!' 
that no producing country here present would 
oppose it - three of them would be prep~red 
to undertake to sign it, a fourth would be able 
to sign it ad referendum, and a fifth would be 
favourable, though he is, at present, I under
stand, without definite instructions on the 
point ; there are no other producing coun
tries. 

If I am right in this, I also would be prepared 
to accept the amended text, which reads as 
follows: 

"The Contracting Parties recognise that 
Chapter I of the Hague Convention of 1912 
involves an obligation to exercise within 
their territories an effective control over 
the production and distribution of raw 
opium, so as to prevent all smuggling of 
opium, which constitutes a serious obstacle 
to the effective prohibition of the use of 
prepared opium in the territories where 
such use is temporarily authorised." 

As I understand it, the substantial change 
proposed in the article is that the words "limit 
and" are suppressed~ · I see no objection to 
that, because there does not seem to me to be 
any real difference in the sense of the two 
words. The other modification is that instead 
of undertaking to stop opium-smuggling, so 
as to prevent its constituting a serious obstacle, 
the Contracting Parties undertake a. general 
obligation to prevent opiu~-sm~gf?ling, re~og
nising that at the present time 1t 1s a senol!s 
obstacle. This is a fine distinction, and again 
I do not think it substantially interferes with 
the effect of the Protocol. 

If therefore,· the Conference should be of 
opin'ion that this Protocol is a desirable one 
to be presented to the producing count~ies for 
signature I should be very glad to rece1ve the 
support ~f the Conference in that respect. 

I think myself that such a step would consti
tute real progress towards the stoppage. of the 
use of prepared opium and it would mean that• 
the matter would then be recognised definitely 
as one which the producing countries of the 
world, with the exception of China, had under
taken to deal with, and one would hope that, 
in view of the declaration from the Chinese 
delegation which was read this morning, althc;>Ugh 
the Chinese Government would not be stnctly 
bound by these obligations, it would be morally 
bound by that declaration. Under these ci_r
cumstances, I hope that the Conference Will 
adopt this Protocol. 
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The President : 
Translatim1 : M. Sugimura, delegate of 

Japan, will address the Conference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translatio11 : The British proposal and the 

report of the Committee of Sixteen are two 
distinct questions. · I should prefer to dis
cuss the report first and the British proposal 
afterwards, as the latter is very important : 

The President : 
Translatio11 : I accept the suggestion of the 

Japanese delegate and I open the discussion 
of the report of the Committee of Sixteen. 
Does anyone wish to speak ? 

As no one wishes to speak, I propose that 
.the Conference takenoteofthis report. (.Assent.) 

.. 
8-i. CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT 

PROTOCOL TO BE SIGNED SIMULTA
NEOUSLY WITH THE CONVENTION 
AND TO FORM PART OF THE PRO
CEEDINGS OF THE SECOND OPIUM 
CONFERENCE : PROPOSAL OF THE 
BRITISH DELEGATION. 

The President : 
Translation : I open the discussion on the 

British proposal (Annex) with a reservation as 
regards the drafting of the first article,· which 
must be referred to the Drafting Committee. 
The discussion is open on the· question of prin
ciple. 

We ·shall have a further discussion later on 
the various articles when we have received the 
de_finite draft prepared by the Drafting Com
mtttee. 

M. Sugimura, delegate of Japan, will address 
the Conference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : I have studied the British 

proposal very carefully and I am familiar 
:"ith all its clauses, but as the Chinese delegate 
ts absent and as it is advisable that a decision 
should only be taken with the co-operation 
of all of us, I suggest that the discussion of the 
i'ritish proposal should be postponed until 
next week, particularly as we shall then have 
further questions to consider. That will also 
give me an opportunity of discussing this 
question with my own colleagues. 

The President : 

Translation : Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh dele
gate of Persia, ~II address the Conferen~P. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
• _Translation : The representatives of ccr

tam of the producing countries, such as Turkey, 
Egypt and the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes, are absent; moreover, we have 
n~t the text of the proposal before us. In these 
et_rcum~tances, I think it is useless to open the 
diSCUSSIOn. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs 
Croats and Slovenes) : . ' 

Translation: I wish to point out that, though 
lh was absent for a moment, my substitute was 

ere. 

The President : 
Translation : Viscount Cecil, delegate of 

the British Empire, will address the Conference. 

Viecount Cecil (British Empire) : 
May I say that of course I should not think 

of pressing any delegate to proceed with the 
discussion if he wanted further time to consider it. 
I only submit it as a possible course to adopt 
and am ready to withdraw from it if any 
delegate does not think it is right. · 

I should have thought that, since the general 
principle of this Protocol has now been before 
the Conference for some days, and as the 
Japanese delegate has been kind enough to 
say that he has studied it (I know that he has 
studied it with the greatest care), we might have 
gone as far as to accept the principle of it to
day, leaving all discussions of detail and final 
acceptance until the next plenary meeting of 
the Conference, when. we shall have the defi
nitive text before us. 

I am extremely sorry that the delegate for 
Persia has not studied ~he alternative text, and 
I see that my friend the delegate of the King
dom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes is now 
in his place. He knows quite well that the 
proposal was not mine but his. I was quite 
content to stand by my original draft, but as 
he was called away on urgent business I ven
tured to put his proposal before the Conference 
as my own. In these circumstances, I should 
have thought - though I do not, as I say, 
want to press the matter an inch if any dele
gate would prefer to adjourn it -we could get 
as far as accepting the general principle subject 
to a consideration of the details and subject 
to a final acceptance _of the proposal, which, 
of course, must be reserved until we have exa
mined the details of the draft. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Yovanovitch, delegate of 

t~e Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, 
wtll address the Conference. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : The above proposal is the 
-only basis on which we, as a producing country, 
can discuss the Convention· and eventually 
adhere to it. It is to our interest to find a 
formula which all the producing countries 
can accept. All these countries have accepted 
Viscount Cecil's proposal on another basis, and it 
is in the interest of the Conference that a for
mula should be found which would bring 
together all the delegates. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) :' 
Translation : I should like to point out to 

the delegate of the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes that I have only accepted 
the proposal ad referendum. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I understand that. 

The President : 
Translation: M. Daladier, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. . 

M, Daiadisr (France) : 
1"ranslation : I should _like to support the 

proposal that the Conference should adopt, at 
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any rate, the principle of the additional Pro
tocol. The Japanese delegate said just now 
that since the Chairman of the Chinese delega
tion had left it would be difficult to discuss 
certain questions in his absence. I do not 
think, however, that M. Sugimura intends to 
lay down the principle that we must await the 
return of the first Chinese delegate before con
tinuing our work and bringing it to the conclu
sion which all the world is expecting. 

I do not see why we should not accept Viscount 
Cecil's proposal, while ·reserving the right to 
amend it on any particular point. The French 
delegation also has drafts of an additional Pro
tocol, which call for discussion and amalga
mation with the proposals made by other dele
gations. We should save valuable time if 
we took this decision to-night, with the reser
vation that the views of all the Powers should 
receive legitimate satisfaction in order to arrive 
at a really uniform agreement. 

If I correctly understood Viscount Cecil's 
remarks, the idea expressed regarding this point 
appeared to me wholly just and in conformity 
with the general idea of the Protocol which 
the French delegation wishes to submit to this 
Conference. In this connection, I desire to 
state, in reply to the objections raised by the 

·delegate of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes, that France does not ask the 
European States to take measures of such a 
radical and drastic nature as to produce the 
disastrous results to which I myself drew atten
tion this morning. In a general way, what we 
ask the producing countries to do is to take 
such measures that the illicit export of raw 
opium from their territory should not paralyse 
the efforts which we are determined to make 
in our Far Eastern territories with a view to 
reducing the consumption of prepared opium 
until it finally disappears. 

Since this principle, which the French dele
gation has always considered ~s. fundame11:tal, 
is also so considered by the Bntlsh delegat10n, 
and since the delegate of the Kingdom of the 
Serbs Croats and Slovenes has stated that, 
in th~ drcumstances in which it is proposed, he 
is able to accept it, ·together with all the other 
producing countries, except those of the Far 
East I should like to ask why the Conference 
shouid not take an immediate decision. At this 
moment it is in a position to take a reasonable 
decision. . 

I associate myself with the remarks made by 
Viscount Cecil, and I request the Conferen~e to 
adopt the principle of the Protocol submttted 
by him. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation · M. Sugimura, delegate of 

Japan, will address the Conference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation:. I should like to make our point 

of view clear in order to avoid any subsequent 
misunderstanding. We are in favour of any 
kind of improvement which might be made 
in the Hague Convention. We desired to go 
even further than the British proposal, but we 
naturally accept the principle contained in this 
proposal, with possibly some reservations 
which equity or the ideals of justice and huma-
nity might demand. · 

The President : 
Translation : Does any member wish '10 

express any objections to the principles laid 
down in the British proposal ? • 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh, delegate of Persia, 
will address the Conference. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : I will propose the following 

text for Article I, which may possibly give satis
faction to everybody : 

"The Contracting Powers recognise that 
Chapter I of the Hague Convention of 1912 
involves for each of them an obligation to 
exercise in their territory such an effective 
control over the production and distribu
tion of raw opium as to prevent opium
smuggling, which constitutes a serious obs
tacle to the effective prohibition of the 
use of prepared opium m those territories 
where such use is temporarily authorised." 

I could accept that without reservation. 

The President : 
Translation : I request the Persian dele

gate to send me this text for transmission to 
the Drafting Committee. 

As regards the question of principle, I think 
there is no difference of opinion regarding the 
British proposal, which will subsequently be 
submitted to the Conference. (Assent.) 

I am obliged to ask the Drafting Committee 
to hold its first official meeting to-morrow 
morning at II o'clock. t 

As regards the next plenary meeting, I 
shall make a definite announcement later. This 
meeting, however, will not take place on 
Monday. 

The Conference rose at 7·45 p.m. 
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The President : 
Translation · : The meeting is open. The 

first item on our agenda is the examination of 
the revised text of the draft Protocol. 

I venture first to draw your attention to t~e 
fact that certain corrections should be made m 
the text which you have before you. 

As regards Article I, t~e text dr~wn. up by 
the Drafting Committee 1s not ,qmte m con
formity with the proposal submitted by the 
Serb-Croat-Slovene delegate. The change to 
be made in the present text has been accepted 
by the author of the draft, and conseque~tly 
I do not think it will be nec~ssary to go mto 
details. 

As regards Article II, you will see in the 
third and fourth lines the words: " ... its obli
gation under Article I of the present Protocol". 
This expression is not correct, because the 
"obligation" does not arise in virtue of Article I 
of the Protocol but in virtue of the Hague 
Convention. This passage should therefore 
read : " ... its obligation referred to in Article I 
of the present Protocol ... " 

We have also made a small addition to Ar
ticle IV : we have decided that Articles 
"33" and "35" of the Convention are appli
cable and not Articles "23" and "25". 

I would beg you to be good enough to make 
these corrections in the draft Protocol. 

As you will remember, the Protocol has al
ready been accepted in principle. I now declare 
the discussion open on the text with the changes 
which I have just indicated. 

I call upon Viscount Cecil, delegate of the 
British Empire, to speak. ' 

Preamble. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I think 

that subject to the President's direction, the 
best' course would be for us to take this Pro
tocol paragraph by paragraph and deal with 
any amendments that are made as we come 
to them. , 

I will therefore first of all read the preamble · 
and ask whether there is any amendment 
to it : · 

"The undersigned representatives of ~er
tain States signatory to the ~onvent10.n 
relating to dangerous drugs s1gned th1s 
day, duly authorised to that effect ; . 

"Taking note of the Protocol s1gned 
this day by the representatives. of the 
States signatories of the Conv~nbon rela
ting to the use of prepared opiUm : 

"Hereby agree as follows ... " 
The first paragraph requires no explanation. 
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The second paragraph is, I think I may ca_ll 
it the compromise suggestion whereby . th1s 
C~nference takes note of what the First Con
ference is doing with reference to the stoppage 
of the use of prepared opium for smoking. ~ 

I shall be very glad to answer any questwns 
which any delegate desires to put to me on 
these two paragraphs. 

The President : 
Trt'"slation : I would like to point out tha~, 

in the French text, instead of "drogues nul
sibles" we should read "stupefiants". 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) 
I agree. 

• The President . 
Translation : Secondly, I take It that the 

adoJV:ion of this Protocol by the Second Con
ference is dependent on the acceptance by 
the First Conference of the other Protocol. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : · 
I suppose that strictly and logically the two 

• Protocols are quite independent, but I agree 
that they form part of one common scheme, 
and I should never put this Protocol bef?re 
this Conference except upon the u.nderstandmg 
that the First Conference was gomg to adopt 
the other Protocol. . I would not like to say 
that they were absolutely depende!lt on one 
another, but in any case, whether this Protoc?l 
is adopted or not, the First Conference Will 
adopt the other Protocol, which is not depen
dent upon this one. 

The President : 
Translation : In any case we should take' 

into consideration the words "taking note.·:" 
Prince- Arfa-ed-Dowleh, delegate of Persia, 

will address the Conference. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : 1\Ir. President, in the record 

of the twenty-seventh meeting of the Conference, 
held on· Saturday, February 7th,_ I read at the 
end of my proposal the folloWing sentence : 
"I could accept that without reservation (sans 
riserve)'·. 

As you will remember, I did not say "sans 
r4~erve" · I only said that if my proposal 
were agr'eed to I would accept it ad referendum. 
Thereupon, certain colleagues having pointed 
out that I could accept this quite harmless 
proposal even sans referendum, I repeated their 
words. 

If you ask me what is the difference between the 
expression "sans referendum" and "sans reserve" 
I will venture briefly to explain iny view. The 
difference, as you are doubtless aware, is that 

_ one can accept a proposal without asking for 
.new instructions - which means "sans refe
'rendum" - while remaining free to make 
reservations later .. That is not the case, however, 
if a proposal is accepted "without reservation", 
which I have not the right to do and which was 
not my intention. 

I will ask you to allow me to state here in 
the plenary Conference what I stated at the 
last meeting of our Sub-Committee E. "The 
Persian delegation has participated in the 
proceedings of the Committees and Sub-Commit
tees subject to all reservations. Our adhesion to 
the resolutions of the Sub-Committees, and even 
to the resolutions of the Conference, will depend 

on whether we receive sat_is.faction from the C?n
ference regarding our leg•t.•mate demand, wh1cb 
has been clearly set out m .our memorandum. 
The members of the Conference know the~e 
conditions, for we had the. honour to submit 
our memorandum to them at the commence
ment of the Conference." 

This is the statement which I would request 
Your Excellency to note. . 

Subject to th~s. reservation, ~ adh~re to the · 
Protocol which 1s now under discussion. 

The Preeident : . 
Translation : I had already understood the 

proposal of the Persian delegation in the sense 
now indicat~d by the. first. delegate .. The 
modification which he desires will be made In the 
Minutes, and I would request the Secretariat 
to note this. . 

Do any members of the Conference w1sh to 
speak on this proposal ? . 

Mr. MacWhite, delegate of the lnsh Free 
State, will address the Conference. 

Mr. MacWhite (Irish Free State) : 
I would like to know whether the object of 

the second paragraph of the preamble is to make 
the signatories of this Convention accept res
ponsibility for the Convention elaborated by the 
First Conference. · 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
No; it only applies~ and is only int.ende.d 

to apply, to the specific Protocol. wh1ch 1s 
part of this arrangement. The actiOn of the 
other Conference apart from that Protocol must 
be entirely on the responsilibity of that Con-
ference. · 

· Mr. MacWhite (Irish Free State) : 
In that case I think this second paragraph 

would lead to a certain amount of misunder
standing, and I do not see that it serves any 
useful purpose. I would like to propose that 
it be deleted. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
Personally, I have no particular feeling 

about this paragraph. It was inserted en
tirely to meet the views of the members oft his 
Conference who were anxious not altogether to 
dissociate themselves from what the First 
Conference might do with reference to the 
suppression of opium-smoking. If there is a 
feeling in the Conference that it would be better 
to delete this paragraph I do not attach any 
importance to it one way or another. . . 
· I might point out to the delegate of the Insh 
Free State that it does not do more than take 
note of the other Protocol. It does not accept 
even any direct responsibility for its terms~ 
It is merely calling the attention of this Con
ference to the fact that there is another Protocol 
which deals with the subject of opium-smoking. 
I think that it is mainly a matter of form. 
Whatever the Conference desires I should accept, 
though· personally I would rather prefer to 
leave it as it is: I do not, however, feel very 
strongly on the point. 

The President : 
Translation : I would ask the delegate of 

the Irish Free State to be good enough to put 
the amendment he has just proposed into 
writing. The discussion can continue. 
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M. El Guindy, delegate of Egypt, will 
address the Conference. · 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
_Translation : . Whi!t; the delegate of the 

. In~~ F~ee State.1s puttmg his amendment into 
wntlng could we not now take a vote ? . ' 

The President : 
. Translati~n : We might continue the discus

swn on Article I. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : · 
I will do anything the President directs me 

to do. _On t~e other hand. I am a little afraid 
of the di~cuss10n getting c~mfused. Personally, 
I ~~ qmte ~eady to wa1ve the putting into 
wntmg of th1s amendment, because it is quite 
clear th.at the amendment proposed is the 
suppress10n of a paragraph. 

The President : 
Translation : If you agree that we can 

discuss the amendment of the first delegate 
of Ireland without· having it in writing I will 
authorise the discussion. 

Mr. MacWhite (Irish Free State) : 
After the explanation I have just heard from 

Viscount Cecil I wish to withdraw the amend
ment. 

The President : 
Translation : Since we no longer have a 

proposal for an amendment we can now vote 
on the Preamble. 

Are there any objections? As there are none, 
I declare the text of the Preamble adopted. 

Adopted. 
Articles I and II. 

Viscount Ce~il (British Empire) : 
Article I reads as follows : 

"The States signatories of the present 
Protocol recognise that Chapter I of the 
Hague Convention of 1912 involves an 
obligation to exercise within their terri
tories an effective control over the pro
duction, distribution and exportation of 
raw opium, so as to prevent the smuggling 
of opium from constituting a serious 
obstacle to the effective suppression of the 
use of prepared opium in those territories 
where such use is temporarily authorised." 

The Hague Convention provides for effective 
control, as cited here. The only importance 
of this paragraph is drawing the attention of 
those who have signed it to the special impor· 
tance of preventing smuggling.- It is an aspect 
of their obligation under Chapter I of the Hague 
Convention. 

The President 
Translation ; The discussion on Article I 

is open. . · 
M. Kircher, delegate of France, wiii address 

the Conference. 

M. Kircher (France) :• 
Translatiotl ; The French delegation has 

the honour to point out. th~t the dra~ting. of 
Articles I and II is not qmte m conformity with 
the spirit of the Hague Convention. This 
is particularly so in the case of Article I. ·Article 
I of the Hague Convention reads as follows: 

"The Contracting Parties shall enact 
laws or regulations for the control of the 
prod:uction and distribution of raw opium 
unless laws or regulations on the subject 
are already in existence." · 

If we take the text of the article before us, 
we read : 

"The States signatories of the present 
Protocol recognise that Chapter I of the 
Hague Convention of 1912 involves an obli
gation to exercise within their territories 
a!l e_ffec~ive control ove~ the production, 
distnbutlon and exportation of raw opium 
so as to prevent the smuggling of opium 
from constituting a serious obstacle to the 
effective suppression of the use of prepared. 
opium in those territories where such use 

· is temporarily authorised." • 

If we analyse this article we find that it 
c~msists of t~o parts. In the first, the provi
siOns of Article I of the Hague Convention 
are faithfully reproduced, but in the second 
part a subordinate sentence is added which • 
weakens the force of the Hague Convention. 
The obligations of producing countries are 
reduced enormously. It is stated that the 
only obligation on producing countries is to 
prevent the smuggling of opium from consti
tuting a serious obstacle to the effective sup
pression of prepared opium in those territories 
where such use is temporarily authorised. 
I think that juridically this sentence is not 
in its proper place. The producing countries 
are not placed under any obligation whatever 
to control production in their own territory. 
In Article I of the Hague Convention that obli
gation is absolute ; all smuggling must be 
entirely controlled. 

In my opinion the proper place for this res
triction is in Article II. 

Article I should be worded as follows : 

"The States signatories of the present 
Protocol recognise that Chapter I of the 
Hague Convention of 1912 involves an 
obligation to exercise within their terri
tories an effective control over the produc
tion, distribution and exportation of raw . .. opmm. 1 

This provision is quite in conformity with 
Article I of the Hague Convention. The 
proper place for the supplementary sentence is, 
as I have already said, in Article II of the 
Protocol. Consequently Article II shoulrl be 
worded as follows : 

· "Each of the signatory States agrees to 
take the necessary measures, so far as this 
has not already been done, to ensure the 
complete execution of its obligation under 
Article I of the present Protocol so as to 
prevent the smuggling of opium from 
constituting a serious obstacle to the effec
tive suppression of prepared opium in those 
territories where such· use is temporarily 
authorised." 

This "change in the wording would lead to 
two good results : the first being that the spi
rit of Article I of the Hague Convention would 
be respected ; the second that it would make 
more clear the meaning of the new engagements 
which the producing countries were willing 
to take as regards the . limitation of the 
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production of opium - a limitation which t_hese 
producing countries are to undertake h1c et 

.JINIIC. 

The Preslden\ : 
Translation : In order that there mav be 

no misunderstanding, I would request M. Kircher 
to be good enough to tell me whether the phrase 
"within five years from the present date" 
should be inserted at the beginning or the end 
of the article. If we insert part of Article I 
in Article II it seems to me that the phrase is 
not in its proper place at the end of t~e article. 
It would perhaps be better to put 1t at the 
beginning, which would then read as follows: 

"Each of the signatory States agrees, 
• within five years from the present date ... " 

Viccoun\ Cecil (British Empire) : 
I think the interruption you have been good 

enough to make. Mr. President, indicates, 
if my friend III. Kircher will allow me to say 
so the slight inconvenience in the course 

c he' has pursued. He has proposed an entirely 
new draft for the· Protocol. There is no diffe
rence in the sense between his proposal and that 
which was intended in the British draft. 
Personally, I am quite content to· accept 
the decision of the Drafting Committee as to 
which was the best drafting. I suppose it 

_ was unavoidable - for some reason which 
I do not quite understand - but this suggestion 
was not made by the French member of the 
Drafting Committee yesterday. Had it been 
it could have been discussed then. 

In the circumstances, I propose that the 
suggestion made by M. Kircher should be refer-

- red to the Drafting Committee, as I think that 
if we try to redraft these articles in an assembly 
of this size we shall almost certainly make a 
mess of it. 

The -Preeiden\ : 
Translation : M. de Palacios, delegate of 

Spain, will address the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation ; I think that the Conference 

should be able to accept Viscount Cecil's 
proposal. 
(As I have not the honour to be a member 

· of the Drafting Committee, I would venture to 
make the following observation : Article I of 
th~. draft Protocol refers to the obligations 
ansmg under the Hague Convention ; but 
other obligations will arise when the present 
Protocol and the Convention which we are 
drav.ing up come into force. For the Contrac
ting. Parties, Article 31 of the present Con
ventiOn replaces the provisions of Chapter I 
of the Hague Convention of 1912. 
• I do not think it would be desirable to take 
into account obligations which already arise 
under the Hague Convention, but we must 
above all take into account the obligations 
which will arise in the-future under the new 
Convention. 

The Preeldent 
Translation : M. El Guindy delegate of 

Egypt, will address the Confcre~ce. 
M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I think that we are all in 

agr~ment with Viscount Cecil's remarks con
cenung the observations of the French delegate. 

Instead of dealing with the drafting here we 
might request the Drafti~g Cqm~ittee to take 
into account the observations which have been 
made. 

The President : 
Translation : Does Viscount Cecil wish to 

reply to the opinions which have been expres
sed? 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I think that the statement made by the hon

ourable delegate for Spain is certainly well worthy 
of consideration. I could not express an opinion 
myself as to whether it would be necessary to 
alter the drafting. It seems to me that the 
question raised is entirely one of drafting, 
and I think that when the Drafting Committee . 
reconsiders this article it will no doubt take 
account of the interesting observation made by 
the delegate of Spain. 

The President : 
. Translation: We have already commenced to 

discuss Article II, which has not yet been intro
duced, but the French delegate read it when 
submitting his amendment. If there is no 
objection to the adoption of Article II - with 
all due reservations regarding its drafting -
I shall consider it adopted. 

Articles I and II were adopted. 

Article III. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) 
Article III is ·of some importance. It 

reads as follows : 

"The question whether the obligation 
referred to in Article I has been completely 
executed shall be decided, at the end of 
the said period of five years, by a Commis
sion to be appointed by the Council of 
the League of Nations, whose decision 
shall be final." 

It is with intention that the exact functions of 
the Commission have been left rather vague in the 
event of its having to discharge that particular 
obligation. Those who drafted this article 
believed that it would be better to leave it 
to the Council of the League of Nations to 
frame when required the necessary instructions 
for that Commission rather than to attempt to 
frame them now. 

With regard to the proposal that the Council 
of the League of Nations shall be entrusted with 
the nomination of this Commission, I would 
say -as I think everybody here will recognise -
that whenever the Council has had to appoint 
a Commission, - and it has had to do so in a 
great number of cases - it has always heen 
most anxious to appoint a Commission which 
could be relied upon to give a perfectly fair 
and impartial verdict. · In these circumstances, 
I hope that the Conference will see that this is 
the best machinery that can be devised in 
order to secure absolute fairness and impar
tiality for everyone concerned. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Chodzko, delegate of Po

land, will address.the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland). • 
Translation : The Conference his adopted 

the wording of certain of these articles, I should 
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like to know if the Drafting Committee, when 
the draft Protocol is being revised, will take 
into account the Egyptian delegate's proposal. 
I should like, Mr. President, to know your 
opinion on this subject, since you have stated 
that we have accepted the text. 

The President : 
Translation : I said that the text was adop

ted "with all due reservations regarding- the 
drafting", since the Conference was agreed as 
to the changes to be made. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : As regards Article III, which 

is now being discussed, it is proposed to leave 
it to the Council of the League to constitute 
a ComiJlission, from whose decision there 
shall be no appeal. It is permissible to sup
pose that the decisions of this Commission 
will be taken with a view to the execution of the 
obligations arising under the present Protocol. 
What will be the situation then? Will the decision 
remain in the archives of the Commission or 
will it be put into execution ? I should be 
glad to have an explanation on this point, 
and I beg to propose that Article III should be 
amended as follows : -

"The Council of the League of Nations 
shall, on the report of the above-men
tioned Commission, decide what measures 
are to be taken." 

,_ The President : 
Translation : I call upon Visco-unt Cecil, 

delegate of the British Empire, to speak. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire)·: 
I am ~uch obliged to the honourable dele

gate for Poland for his question. This Pro
tocol, of course, must be read in connection 
with the other Protocol, as I have already 
pointed out. That Protocol provides that, if 
the necessary measures to prevent smuggling 
have been taken, an absolute obligation rests 
on the consuming countr_ies to P';lt a _st~p 
within fifteen years to opmm-smokmg w1tlu~ 
their territories. The consequences of a deci
sion by the Com~ission in .fav~ur: of the pro
ducing countries, d _I may p~t 1t m that way, 
would be the immediate creation of an absolute 
obligation on the consuming countries. It 
is not contemplated that any other consequence 
could take place. . 

If, on the other hand, the Commission w~re 
forced to report that the producing countnes 
had not yet been able to carry out to ~he full . 
the obligation resting upon them, I thmk the 
matter would then have to be consider~d not 
by the Council of the League - I am m the 
hands of the Conference - but rather by a 
new Conference of the Powers, because I 
think they are directly concerned and not the 
Council of the League. · 

The delegate for Polan~ will remember that 
it is proposed by the FITSt Conference that 
another Conference of the Powers sha~ ~e 
called within five years -.~hat W?uld be w1t~n 
the period of time mentlone~ m the. arb_cle 
before us - in order to deal With the situation 
which has arisen. In those circumstances, 
I think perhaps he will feel that it is unneces
sary to alter the present wor?~ng. The draft 
Protocol provides that the decision of the_ Co~
mission shall be final, because, otherwise, 1t 

would be only the Commission of the Council 
of the League which would report to the Council, 
and the Council would still be at liberty to 
accept or reject its report. We think it is very 
important that this Commission should act 
in a strictly judicial capacity and should not 
be reviewed by any body which, however dis
tinguished and worthy of our confidence, is 
yet a political and not a judicial body. 

· The President : 
Translation : M. Chodzko, delegate of Po

land, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translatio11 : I think that the present 

misunderstanding is due to the fact that Wt.' 
are not acquainted with the Protocol which is 
to be signed by the First Conference, alth3ugh 
we are asked m the preamble of the Protocol 
before us to note the Protocol of the First 
Conference. : 

It seems to me, then, that this discussion is 
rather premature, because we do not know what 
action is being taken in the First Conference. 
We cannot therefore take note of it, as we are 
asked to do. 

In view of Viscount Cecil's explanations, I 
ought to withdraw my amendment.. Vi;;count 
Cecil has told us that under certam Circum
stances it would be desirable to convene a 
fresh conference. But if only one State fails 
to carry out its undertakings, are we to convene 
a new conference of all the States and set 
all this machinery. into motion ? 

So long as we are unacquaint~d. wit_h the 
Protocol of the First Conference, 1t 1s difficult 
for us to take any decision. That is why I 
make reservations concerning Article III. 

The President 
Translation : Is the amendment withdrawn ? 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : As I have made a reservation, 

the amendment is suspended. 

The Preslden~ : 
Translation : Does anyone else wish to 

speak on Article II I ? I 
Article III is adopted, subject to the reserva

tion formulated by the Polish delegate. (A greed.) 

Article IV. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
This is, I hope, only a technical article. 

"The present Protocol shall come into 
force for each of the signatory States. at, 
the same time as the Convention relating 
to dangerous drugs signed this da~. Ar
ticles "33" and "35" of the Convention are 
applicable to the present Protocol." 

The purpose of the last sentence is merely 
to enable other States which unfortunately are 
not present at this Conference to-day to adhere 
to the Protocol at a later date. 

The President : 
Tra11slation : Does anyone wish to address 

the meeting on Article IV ? 
Article IV was adopted. 
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$6. RELATION BETWEEN THE TRAFFIC 
IN OPIUM AND THE TRAFFIC IN ARMS 
AND MUNITIONS: DRAFT RESOLUTION 
PROPOSED BY THE FINNISH DELEGA
TION. 

M. Toivola (Finland) : 
Before the discussion on this Protocol is 

dosed I wish to move a resolution, the text 
of which I have given to the Secretariat. I 
would respectfully ask that ~he text may be 
distributed before I speak on 1t. 

The Presidenl : 
TrarJSlation : The text of the resolution, 

which reads as follows, will be distributed : 
• "Whereas the Second Opium Conference 

believes that the recrudescence of the 
., growth of the poppy in the Far East is 

one of the most serious elements of 
·world's drug problem ; 

"\\'hereas that recrudescence is largely 
due to tli.e unfortunate political conditions 
now prevailing in large territories of the 
Eastern Asia ; 

"Whereas these unfortunate political 
conditions are in their turn largely due 
to the unlicenced importation of arms into 
those territories from outside countries ; 

"\Yhereas the League of Nations has 
convened an International Conference on 
the Traffic in Arms and Munitions to be 
held in Geneva on May 4th next : 

"Be it resolved: 
"That the Second Opium Conference 

recommends to the Council of the League of 
Nations to consider the advisability of 
referring the que~tion. of the unli~enc~d 
importation of arms mto the t~mtones 
in the Far East to the forthcommg Con
ference on the Traffic in Arms and Muni
tions with the thought that the various 
interested Governments may, in the mean
time, gather information and consider 
projects in this connection in the hope of 
removing what is one of the fundamental 
difficulties of the world's drug situation." 

I presume that the Conference agrees to 
~scuss this resolution, the text of which was 
not distributed before the meeting ? (Assent.) 

I call upon !IL Toivola, delegate of Finland, 
to address the Conference. 

M. Toivola (Finland) : 
Mr. President and gentlemen ; we are dis

cussing what is, I think, at least in principle, 
an important Protocol. Every one of us, I 
think, agrees that the results that can be hnped 
from the adoption of this Protocol are dependent 
on the conditions that prevail in a large country 

• in Asia. As a matter of fact, for many weeks 
the conditions in that country have been a most 
serious obstacle to our work. If tliere were 
no smuggling from China, I think that this 
Conference and the First Conference also would 
have been able to adopt more definite Proto~ols 
than the one now ·before us. 

We heard Viscount Cecil explain a moment 
ago that the countries in which opium-smoking 
is still permitted will be obliged to prohibit 
and finally suppress that habit if the pro
ducing countries are able in five years to sup
press the over-production of raw opium. The crux 
of the whole opium question is the recrudescence 

of poppy-growing in China. We have been 
told during the previous debates that th~re 
are generals in China who force the populatiOn 
to cultivate the poppy. Why do they do that ? 
-They want the money, or so I have been told. 
They want the money to buy arms and ammu
nition in order to continue a very unfortunate 
civil war in China. 

Now it happens that P?Wer to contro~ or 
deal with the opium questiOn has been g1ven 
to the League of Nations in the same article 
in which we read the following : "The Members 
of the League ... will entrusted the League with 
the general supervision of the trade in arms and 
ammunition with the countries ... " (see Article 
23 of the Covenant, Clause d). 

I should think that this -Conference has 
plainly shown to everybody that it is in the 
interests of the whole world, as far as the 
opium question is concerne~,. to ~ontrol the 
traffic in arms and ammumtlon m the Far 
East. It so happens that next May, I think, 
an international conference will be held -
perhaps in this s.ame room - ~o deal with 
questions concernmg the traffic m arms an.d 
ammunition. I think it is the ·duty of th1s 
Conference to point out to the League of Nations 
-which has some obligations in this matter -
that it is necessary to deal with the question of 
the Far East in order that even the opium 
question may be ~olved.. If the Le~gue of 
Nations could find 1t possible to put th1s ques
tion on the agenda for the May Confere.nce the 
result might be that some means m1ght be 
found of putting an end to that v~~y unfor~u
nate- traffic in arms and ammumbons wh1ch 
causes so much trouble to the Opium Confe
rence. 
· Unfortunately the Chinese delegate is not 
here but I remember that he, as well as Mr. 
Porter, appealed to this Conference several 
times to help China in her present difficulties. 
I think that this Conference is still able to. 
show that it is not only not blam~ng_ Ch~na 
but is trying to find a way by wh1ch Chma 

. can be helped out of its present difficulties. 
I move that this Conference should adopt 

this resolution. Of course, I understand quite. 
well that a resolution of such importance might 
require caref~l consideration an~, i~ the Pre
sident so dec1des, I have no obJectiOn to the 
discussion of this draft resolution being de
ferred. 

The President : 
Translation : I am unable to decide whether 

a discussion on your proposal should be ope~ed. 
It is a matter for the Conference to dec1de. 
Does anyone wish to speak on this question 
or would the members of the Conference prPfer 
to postpone discussion until to-morrow ? 

Mr. MacWhite, delegate of the Irish Free 
State, will address the Conference. 

Mr. MacWhlte (Irish Free State) : 
Mr. President, before this discussion is con

tinued -· a discussion which may be interpre
ted by some as likely to infringe the sovereign 
rights of certain States - I should like to ha":e 
your views as to whether this Conference IS 

competent to deal with it. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Toivola, delegate of Fin

land, will address the Conference. 
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M. Toivola (Finland) : . 
·May I say one word ? I cannot see that this 

resolution will in any way interfere with the 
sovereign rights of any country. The resolution 
would only b~ addressed to the Council of the 
League of Nations for the consideration of the 
League, and if the Cbuncil should think that 
the addition of this question to the agenda of 
the next Armaments Conference would inter
fere with the sovereign rights of some States 
of course it would decide not to do so. I must' 
however, point out to my Irish friend that: 
under the Covenant of the League of Nations, 
it is quite competent to deal with all those 
questions. 

The President : 
. Translation : M. Sugimura, delegate of 
Japan, will address the Conference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : I do not doubt the absolute 

sincerity of the honourable delegate of Fin
land, but, as the question is really important, I 
should be glad if he would be more precise. 
The words "Far East" or "Eastern Asia" are 
very vague. Japan is a Far Eastern country, 
but there is no disorder in Japan. If Japan 
undertakes to trade in arms, we do not desire 
to be bound by the proposal now submitted 
to us. We insist on our full liberty of action 
and cannot agree that Japan should be 
bound in any way. Therefore I ask you, 
M. Toivola, to be good enough to define your 
expression "Far East" or "Eastern Asia". 

Further, I read in the proposal : "Whereas 
these unfortunate political conditions are in 
their turn largely.due to the unlicensed impor
tation of arms into those territories from outside 
countries ... " I venture to suggest to the dele
gate for Finland that he has studied the Ch~
nese question here at Geneva and that he 1s 
consequently not well acquaint~d ei~her. with 
the realities or the facts of the situation m the 
Far East. 

I should like to point ~mt one or two £_acts 
which may enlighten h1m on . the subJect. 
At the Washington Conference m 1921~1922, 
at which M. Duchene was present, we la1d the. 
bases of agreements concerning C:hina i!' ~he 
highest spirit of loyalty and 1mpart1ahty. 
These agreements were only drawn up two 
or three years ago, and during the civil war 
which has recently . occur;ed, ~hey have been 
applied loyally and m the1r entirety. 

I wish to point out that the ~ontrol of arms 
is carried out much more effectively and bet~er 
than the control of narcotics, and I shoul.d l~ke 
to. know quite definitely what the Fmmsh 
delegate proposes. I should like to know 
exactly what he has in his mind.. ~ cannot 
accept the phrase "Whereas etc.'.' as 1t ~tands, 
for the words "largely due to unh~ensed impor
tation" are not in accordance w1th t~e facts. 
The political situation of the country IS due to 
far deeper causes than the tr~f!ic in ar~s: I 
admit that perhaps the political. cond1t1?ns 
are due to a small extent to the unhc~nsed Im
portation of arms, but I cannot believe that 
this is so to any large extent. . · . 

I do not for one moment doubt the smcenty 
and good faith of the honourable delegate. for 
Finland. I do not level any reproll;ch • I 
merely venture to offer a few observations -
to appeal to him and request him to be good 

enough to consider the question afresh and to 
state his views with greater precision. We 
might then resume our discussion of this 
interesting proposal on the basis of a new draft 
resolution. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon Viscount· Cecil, 

delegate of the British Empire, to speak. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I have listened with great interest to the 

two speeches which have been made. The 
subject has been in our minds for some time, 
but I had no idea that it was going to be raised 
this morning. 

There do seem to be two ways in which the 
cultivation of the poppy in China is connected' 
with the traffic in arms. In the first place, it 
is, of course, undoubtedly the case that l't is 
owing to the civil disturbances in China that 
it has been impossible to enforce the Chinese 
laws against the cultivation of the poppy. 
As long as these civil disturbances continue 
there is only too much reason to fear that these 
laws will not be enforced. Therefore so far 
as the importation of arms enables those civil 
disturbances to continue it is connected with 
the growth of the poppy. 

There is, however, a much more direct 
relation which I think has not been taken suf
ficiently into account by the delegate of Japan. 
Undoubtedly the poppy is grown, as the French 
delegation has pointed out, under direct orders 
from the provincial authorities in order to 
pay for the arms which are imported. I do 
not think it can be disputed that pressure is 
brought to bear on the population in certain 
parts of China to grow the poppy in order to 
pay for arms. This is a much more direct 
connection between· the growth of the poppy 
and the traffic in arms. 

The delegate of Japan will remember that 
in addition to what was done at Washington 
a Chinese Arms Embargo Agreement was 
entered into by certain Powers as long ago as 
1919. I think that Japan was one of those 
Powers. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : Yes. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
Japan has discharged her obligations under 

that agreement as she always does strictly 
discharge her obligations. Since this di~cussion 
began, it has been brought to my notice t~at 
there is in yesterday's London papers a notice 
calling the attention of British subjects to the 
importance of not in an~ way overlo_oking that 
obligation and recountmg the vanous steps 
which the British Government has tak~n to 
see that it is strictly enforced. Therefore 1t h~s. 
a certain reality of which I was not aware until 
this discussion began. 

I think that it would be unwise for this Con
ference to embark on a full discussion of. this 
matter this morning. It comes as an entirely 
new proposal to me at any rate. I had no 
idea that it was going to be raised, and I 
imagine that that is the case with t~e great 
majority of the people present. I thmk that 
we should be allowed twenty-four hours in 
which to consider the line we ought to take -
whether it is, on the whole, desirable for the 
Conference to pass a resolution of this kind or 
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not or whether it will be suflicient that the discus-
5>ion on the matter has taken place so that the 
Council of the League, which is represented 
here by many delegates, will be aware of the 
interest which this Conference takes in this 
subject and will be able to consider whether 
or not it is a matter which ought to be brought 
to the notice of the Arms Traffic Conference. 

It seems to me that this is possibly the course 
which we ought to pursue. We ought possibly 
to accept this resolution, modifying it in the way 
indicated by the delegate of Japan. It would 
be absurd to word it in such a way that Japan 
might be included. I hope, therefore, that the 

. Conference will, without any prolonged discus
sion, agree that this matter should be adjourned 
,until to-morrow for further consideration. 

The Presidenl : 
translation : The Conference has before it 

a proposal to adjourn the discussion for twenty
four hours. We must discuss this proposal, 
because we have to take a decision before we 
can continue our work. There are still two 
members down to speak. 

I call upon M. El Guindy, delegate of Egypt, 
to address the Conference. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : The present proposal is that 

we should adjourn until to-morrow. I suggest 
that this adjournment should be prolonged 
until the end of the examination of the Con
vention. If this were done there would ·only 
be one set of recommendations to be submitted 
to the League of Nations. 

The Presidenl : ~· 

Translation : I call upon M. Duchene, dele
gate of France, to speak. 

M. Duchlne (France) : 
Translation : I cannot do otherwise than 

support the motion for adjournment which has 
just been submitted. I agree that we require 
time to consider the resolution which has been 
submitted to the Conference by the Finnish 
delegate. For my part I had no intention, 
either now or later, of intervening in a discus
sion on the subject-matter of this resolution ; 
lpt since the Japanese delegate has referred to 
our common experience at the Washington 
Conference, I would like at this point to "tate 
the impression which I have received on reading 
this text for the first time : 

The text can certainly be modified : if on 
certain points it calls forth ideas which did 
not form part of the author's intentions, the 
changes to be made in the text will dissipate 
all such misgivings. As the Japanese delegate 
has said, no blame can be attached to the great 
country which he represents. I also believe -
and the explanations of the Finnish delegate 
would suffice to clear up this point if it were 
necessary - that the country concerned is 
China. But ought we, as the Japanese dele
gate suggests, to go so far in a text of this kind 

. as to mention China by name. I think, gentle
men, that that would be a serious mistake. We 
~nnot bring an in~ictment against any par
ticular country. Chma, herself a great country, 
both at Washington and after Washington, 
has only formulated one request, and that is 
that no contraband in arms and munitions shall 
be carried on in her territory. You know that, 
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side by side with an official China, which has 
the best intentions, there is a China which 
I might call "the more or less real China••: 
It is undoubtedly this "real" China which 
encourages the cultivation of the poppy in 
order to obtain the money required to procure 
arms and munitions. • 

I cannot yet say what will be the ultimate 
fate of this draft resolution, but in any case 
it will have served a useful purpose. We should 
thank the Finnish delegate for having drawn the 
attention of the Conference to a problem which 
is of considerable interest because it is not 
unconnected with the production of opium in 
the Far East. · 

If this draft resolution is abandoned, the 
observations which it has called forth here and 
which -win appear in the records of the Confe
rence will indicate to the Conference on the · 
Traffic in Arms the connection that exists 
between the special production in certain parts 
of the Far East and illicit arms. That will 
be a very important fact for the Conference 
which is to meet in May with a view to studying 
the problem of the trade in arms and munitions 
throughout the world. If its attention is 
specially drawn to a particular and very impor
tant aspect of the question, it will be thanks to 
the draft resolution submitted to this Confe
rence by ·the Finnish delegate. 

The President. : 
, Translation : I now call upon the author 
of the proposal - M. Toivola, delegate of 
Finland - to speak. 

M. Toivola (Finland) : 
Translation : I am not. opposed to the 

Egyptian delegate's proposal for an adjourn
ment. We can quite well continue this dis
cussion after we ·have discussed the Conven
tion. 

Moreover, I must thank the Japanese dele
gate for the observations which he made with 
that unfailing courtesy which we all appre
ciate. I must thank him particularly for his 
remarks on the question of the illicit impor
tatiqn of opium into China. I shall have 
occasion to reply later on to the questions 
which he has raised. 

The President. : 
Translation : M. Sugimura, delegate of 

Japan, will address the Conference. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) 
Translation : In order to avoid all misun

derstanding, I repeat that I have never suggested 
that the words "territories in the Far East ... " 
should be replaced by the word "China". 
That would have been a very serious error for 
a delegate of Japan to make. I repeat, there
fore, that I have never suggested this word. 
Were such a suggestion made it would have a 
ve~y disastrous effect on public opinion. in 
Chma. I therefore trust that you will not 
allow this misunderstanding to arise . 

The President. : 
Translation: I think I am interpreting the 

views of the Conference when I state that it 
agrees to the adjournment of the examination 
of this question until after the Convention has 
been discussed. 

Does anyone oppose this suggestion ? 



. The prop<?sal for adjournment, as thus defined 
1s adopted. • 

Adopted. 

87. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE B : ARTICLE 1 OF 
THE UNITED STATES SUGGESTIONS. 
CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION: 

The President : 
Translation : At our last meeting we 

postponed the discussion of Article · I of the 
American proposals. 
Th~ discuss~on on this subject, which has 

been mcluded m the agenda of to-day's meeting 
may now be opened. ' 

I call upon the Indian delegate, Mr. Walton,· 
to speak. 

Mr. Walton (India) : 
Mr. President· and gentlemen the Govern

m~nt of. India would greatly prefer, as regards 
th1s Artlc~e I of the American proposals, that 
n? alter~tlon should be made in the correspon
dmg art1cle of the Hague Convention which is 
reproduced in the provisional draft Convention 
that has been distributed to the Conference 
(see Annex). Its reason for this conservative 
attitude is that there appears to be a great 
advantage in keeping this subject of the con
sumption of opium in opium-producing countries 
apart for consideration by some future confe
rence. 

It seems quite possible that the Council of 
the League may find it desirable in the nearfuture 
to call a conference to deal with the subject, 
as a result, perhaps, of the enquiries in the 
Far East which are contemplated. If that 
should happen, the Government of India would 
also have an opportunity of pursuing its own 
enquiries into those questions of opium-eating 
in India with which it is concerned. It would 
then, perhaps, be able to come to the conference 
with constructive proposals, which, unfor
tunately, it has not been able .to do at this 
Conference, because it really had no idea that 
the matter was going to be discussed. 

There seems a danger that if we deal with 
the matter now we may find we have dealt 
with it in an imperfect and premature way, and 
for that reason the Indian delegation would 
greatly prefer that the article of the Hague 
Convention should not be altered and that this 
Conference should adopt the article which 
figures as Article 2 in our present draft Conven
tion, which is the same. 

If it should turn out that the members of the 
Conference are not prepared to adopt that solu
tion, then the Indian delegation would consider 
as sympathetically as possible, and with every 
desire to come to an agreed solution, the Ame
rican text of the Article. It is possible - in 
fact I think it is probable - that we should be 
able to accept it if it were amended by the 
introduction of the words "for export" after 
the word "available". The article would then 
read : "The Contracting Parties shall enact 
effective laws or regulations for the con~rol of 
the production and distribution of ra~ opmm so 
that there will be no surplus ava1lable for 
export for purposes not strictly medical . or 
scientific" and then would follow the proVIso 
regarding the question of opium-smoking, which 
will, of course, in any case be necessary. 

The Government of India would have not 
the slightest objection to an Article in that 
sense, because India is prepared to confine 
its ~xports of raw opium to purposes duly 
cerhfie_d by the. Govern '!Ients of t~e importing 
countnes as bemg med1cal or scientific, with 
the exception, of course, which is covered by 
the separate proviso in the American text of 
the article of the supply of raw opium which 
she sends on the demand of countries where the 
use of prepared opium is still authorised. Those 
demands also are invariably certified by the 
Governments of those countries, and in fact 
they come from the actual Governments them
selves in most cases. Apart from that the 
effect of the article as proposed to be am~nded 
would be to confine the international traffic ,in 
raw opium to medical and scientific purposes. 

I submit that there are various minor ¥dvan
tages in this amendment besides some greater 
ones. In the first place it would give a more 
logical and symmetrical structure to the Con
vention, because we should then have a con
vention dealing merely with drugs and the 
international traffic in drugs and with the • 
import and export of the raw substances. 
We have already excluded opium-smoking 
from the Convention, and the control of the 
consumption of the coca leaf in the producing 
countries has also been excluded on the recom
mendation of Sub-Committee C. The reason 
for the exclusion of the coca leaf was interes
ting. It was that the limitation to medical 
and scientific purposes of the consumption and 
production for consumption of coca leaf in 
some of the producing countries is imprac
ticable, on account of the difficulties connected 
with its use by the natives of those countries. 

The difficulties with regard to the eating of 
raw opium in India and other countries are not, 
of course, quite the same, but still those opium
producing countries have difficulties, and it 
would be quite logical, I submit, that this Con
ference should recognise them in the same way 
that it has recognised the difficulties of coun
tries which produce the coca leaf. 

· The Conference was called for the three objects 
to which I have already referred : the limi
tation to medical and scientific purposes of the 
manufacture of drugs, the importation of 
the raw material, and the exportation of 'lhe 
raw material for such manufacture. I submit 
that my amendment derives a considerable 
amount of support from the actual wording 
of Resolution VI of the Assembly of 1923, 
which everyone recognises ought to be the basis 
of our work. 

The resolution, where it refers to the limi
tation to medical and scientific use of the 
production of raw opium and coca leaf, contains 
the words "for export" - "the limitation of 
the production of raw opium and coca leaf fdr 
export to the amount required for such medi
cinal and scientific purposes". 

Perhaps those are reasons of minor importance, 
but I would like just to mention one important 
reason, and a reason which I think is, by itself, 
convincing in favour of an amendment either 
in this sense or in some other sense which will 
have the same result. My proposal makes 
clear what I know to be the intention of this 
Conference : that there is no claim to interfere 
unduly in matters which are acknowledged 
to be matters of purely domestic jurisdiction. 
On the other hand, if the article were not 
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amended, its purport would certainly be to 
apply a particular method of regulation -
namely, the medical and scientific test - to 
the use of raw opium within the borders of 
the countries that produce it. 

I do not want to go again into the merits of 
the question, as I believe that the Conference is 
fullv convinced that there are no abuses of 
opi~m in India requiring so drastic a remedy. 
But, apart from its merits, the article, if una
mended, would clearly involve interference in 
a question which is admittedly wholly one of 
domestic jurisdiction : namely, the method by 
which certain States, having a peculiarly close 
interest in the matter, shall apply the general 
obligation of control that already exists. 

'The unamended article, I submit, would 
therefore defeat what I believe to be the inten
tion of the Conference and would set up a prin
ciple of interference in matters of purely domes
tic concern. As ardent supporters of the League 
of Nations, the members of the Indian delega
tion feel - and they have also learnt from 
others who have the best ability to judge -

' that this would be a very unfortunate principle 
for the League of Nations to adopt. 

There is just one point to which I would like 
to refer before I sit down. It relates to a 
further difficulty, apart from those which 
have already been mentioned, in connection 
with the American proposals so far as India 
is concerned. You have heard of the difficul
ties, from the medical, social and religious points 
of view, which would be attendant upon· the 
application of this particular test to the eating 
of opium in India. Apart from these there is 
a grave constitutional difficulty which by itself 
would make it impossible for the Government 
of India to accept the proposal. 

Cnder the Government of India Act passed 
by the British Parliament in 1919, eight of 
the Indian Provinces, of which there are nine, 
enjoy autonomy with regard to a large number 
of questions, and the question of the internal 
trade in and the use of raw opium is one of 
these. As regards the export trade, on the 
other hand, the Government of India remains 
directly responsible. The control of the internal 
traffic in opium has been placed, however, in 
th~: hands of the Provincial Governments, 
which, in regard to this matter, are fully repre
sentative of and responsible to the people in 
the Provinces. 

It follows, then, that the Indian people have 
the power, should they desire to do so, to enact 
further legislation on the subject of opium with 
a view, for example, to restricting it to medical 
purpo~. and. they also have. the power, if 
t~ey Wish, to mtroduce any change of policy 
With _regard to the administration in respect 
('f oplUm. On the other band, no new legis
lation nor any new policy can be forced upon 
the autonomous legislatures in the Provinces. 

You will at once see that the Government of 
India would be taking a retrogade step it 
would be turning its back on a great democr~tic 
advance which bas recently been made, if it 
were to take away this freedom that bas been 
given to the Indian people and were to compel 
the~ to regulate the subject of opium in a 
particular way. _ 

If anybody wants to know what the wishes 
of the people of India actually are, I submit 
that they can best be ascertained by the action 
taken by the representatives of the people 

during the last four years - the period, that is, 
during which India bas enjoyed this new 
constitution. During that time certain mea
sures ha.ve been taken in the matter of opium, 
but measures having regard to opium-smoking 
only. . This habit is regarded as a vice in India, 
and some of the new Provincial Governments 
have taken various steps 'to suppress it more 
effectively even than was the case before. 
But with regard to opium-eating, they have 
taken no single step to alter in any way the 
policy or the legislation which was bequeathed 
to them by the Government of India. 

No doubt members of the Conference have 
seen a telegram from the Indian National 
Congress which was distri"!>uted about a fortnight 
ago and which criticises the policy of the Go
vernment of India (Document 0. D. C. 87). 
Perhaps I might explain that the Congress, 
which is the Congress of a political party, has 
actually a majority in more than one of the 
Provinces of India. · If, therefore, their cri
ticism were justified they have it in their own 
power in those provinces to carry out the reforms 
which they consider desirable. Moreover, if 
in any province the autonomous legislature 
should desire to restrict the use of opium to 
medical and scientific purposes or to regulate 
it in any other way, the Government of India, 
as Lord Hardinge announced at the Assembly 
of 1923, would place no obstacle in their way 
and would even do everything in its power to 
co-operate with them in any measures having 
that object in view which were both ]awful 

·and practicable. 
I beg to move the inclusion of the words 

"for export" in Article I of the United States 
Suggestions. 

The President : 
Translation : When the Indian delegate 

refers to the amendment to be submitted, does 
be mean the American proposal including the 
words "and coca leaves" or excluding them ? 

Mr. Walton (India) : 
Excluding the words "and coca leaves". 

The President : 
Translation : M. El Guindy, delegate of 

Egypt, will aqdress the Conference. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I hope that production will 

not be excluded, for if production is not limited 
it gives rise to smuggling,_ and it is neces~ary 
for us to combat such smuggling. We have 
been told that there are administrative ques
tions and political questions. It bas been said 
that certain States represented by others at 
our Conference will not submit to these laws. 
I think these recalcitrant States should be 
indicated. We could invite them to discuss 
the matter and could perhaps persuade them 
to accept such reductions. I would retain 
the article as it stands without adding the 
words "for export". 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : You do not include coca 

leaves ? 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : We are now only discussing 

opium. 
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Mr. Walton (India) : 
In reply to the statement made by the honou

rable de!egate for Egypt, I would suggest, 
Mr. President, that the text of the article as 
proposed to b~ amended meets his point of 
view, because 1t would expressly provide that 
production should be so limited that there 
would be no surplus available for export 
~xcept for medical and scientific purposes. ' 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 

Translation .: . Why do. :we insist on laying 
down no restncbons on. production itself ? 

Mr. Walton (India) ·: 
I will try to explain my meaning. Such 

restrictions would be. placed on production as 
would ensure that no surplus was available 
for export except for medical and scientific 
purposes. The honourable delegate for Egypt 
was afraid that if export were restricted, a 
great surplus would accumulate in the producing 
countries, which would· find its . way into the 
contraband traffic. As I understand the article, 
however, as proposed to be amended, the 
Contracting Parties would undertake not to 
allow the accumulation of such surplus which. 
would be available for export either through 
licit or illicit channels. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I did not know until just now 

that there were States which allowed the expor
tation for other uses than medical and scien
tific needs. Since such limitation of expor
tation already exists, we should like to obtain 
the ·limitation of production itself. 

The President 
Translation : Does anyone 'wish to speak 

on this subject ? . 
As no one wishes to speak, we should, I 

think, vote on the question. 
. The situation in this matter is somewhat 

complicated. We have first of all the American 
proposal (it being understood that coca le,.ves 
are excluded.) To this proposal has been added 
the amendment of the Indian delegation sug
gesting that after the words "no surplus avai
lable" should be added the words "for export". 
Moreover, the Egyptian delegate ~shes to 
retain the American proposal. Fmally we 
have an Italian proposal contain~d in a note 
distributed a few days ago asking that the 
American proposal concerning the production 
of raw opium should be accepted by .the Con
ference in principle and referr~d by !t to the 
Drafting Committee as a bas1s for 1ts work. 
Each State would be free to adhere to the Ame
rican proposal or to make such reservations 
as it deemed necessary. 

We should, I think, vote first of ~ o~ the 
Indian delegation's amendme~~· wh1ch 1s a~ 
amendment involving an add1bon to the on
ginal proposal. 

According to our rules of procedure, unless 
the Conference decides to the contrary, the 
vote should be taken by roll-call, but p~rhaps 
it will not be necessary for us to do th1s. 

M. Pinto- Escalier (Bolivia) : 
Translation : Before voting. on Article I 

as amended I request the President to have 
this amendment read. 

The President : 
Translation : We will take the vote first 

of all on the Indian amendment. 

M. Falcionl (Italy) : 
Translation : I wish to point out that coca 

leaves are not being dealt with in this case. 
I have accepted the very reasonable observa
tion made by the Bolivian delegate. 

The President : 
Translation : We quite-agree with the first 

~talian delegate. I thought the Conference 
understood that. 

M. Daladier, delegate of France, will address 
the Conference. · · 

M. Daladier (France) : 
. Translf!-tion . : We h~ve arrived at a pqint 
m the d1scuss10n at wh1ch I, for one, do not 
very clearly understand the meaning or the 
scope either of the Indian delegation's amend
ment or of the reservations of the Bolivian 
delegate concerning the question whether coca 
leaves shall or shall not be included. 

We could, however, all come to an agreement 
adopting the modified articles the text of 
which M. Kircher submitted a short time ago. 
If the Conference adopts, as I think it intends 
to adopt - at any rate in principle - the text 
submitted to us by M. Kircher, there is no 
longer any reason to take a vote or to refrain 
from voting on the Indian delegation's amend
ment in view of the fact that the problem will 
be solved by the new text which we have sub
mitted to you. 

. If in Article I of this draft Protocol you say, 
as we have proposed, that the signatory States 
recognise the force of Chapter I of the Hague 
Convention which laid down, and continues to 
lay down, that they are to exercise effective 
control throughout their territory over the 
distribution and exportation of raw opium, 
I do not understand why we should re-open 
the discussion of Chapter I of the American 
proposals, nor why we should spend any time 
in discussing the amendment of the l!"dian 
delegation, which seems to me to be fully 
covered by the drafting of this article. This 
is the question of procedure which I wish to 
submit to the Conference. 1 

M .. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : May I support the French 
delegate's observations. I think I am ~lso 
interpreting the views of the other producmg 
countries. This question has already been 
settled. 

Mr. Clayton (India) : 
On behalf of the Indian delegation, I should ' 

like to say that we accept the articles in the 
first Protocol as a very satisfactory solution 
of the . question. I adhere to the proposals 
of the French delegate. 

M. Dendramis (Greece) : 
Translation : I accept the articles as pro

posed by the French delegation. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
The only thing I would like to say is that I 

think that it may possibly be necessary to 
make some slight amendment in the wording 
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of the Protocol if that solution is adopted by 
the Conference. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Pinto-Escalier, delegate of 

Boli\;a, "ill address the Conference. 

M. Pinto-Escalier (Bolivia) : 
TranslatioN : The French delegate has said 

that he did not undersand the reservations 
made by the Bolivian delegation. 

The reason for these reservations is that this 
is not a question affecting the Protocol which 
has already been approved but the second point 
of the agenda concerning Article I. This article 
refers specifically to coca leaves, and I therefore 
wish to make sure of this point before taking 

r part in the vote. 

The President : 
~·ranslation : Mehmed Sureya Bey, dele

gate of Turkey, will address the Conference. 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
Translation : In Sub-Committee B we drew 

up a report, but we were not able to agree, 
because many of the producing countries 
formulated reservations regarding the adoption 
of Article I of the United States Suggestions. 
I think, therefore, that, with the eX1:eption 
of the Persian delegation, we are in agreement 
concerning the first article of the Hague Con
vention. That is why I support the French 
proposal .. 

The President : 
Translation : Am I to interpret the last 

statement of the first Indian delegate as meaning 
that the Indian amendment has been withdrawn? 

Mr. Walton (India) : 
Yes, in favour of the French proposal. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I think that we ought to be quite clear about 

this, because it is an important matter. I 
should like to know exactly what the atti
tude of the Italian delegation is. I do not 
know whether it intends to proceed with its 
motion or whether the suggestion is that the 
Italian motion, and consequently the Indian 
amendment to it, should be withdrawn and 
G 

that there should be substituted for it the pro
posal of the French delegation. If that is the 
proposal I understand it, but I am not quite sure 
whether it is. I do not know what the exact 
effect of that would. be, without any further 
amendment" on the attitude of some members 
of the Conference who desire to confine the 
use of opium to scientific and medical purposes. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Falcioni, 

delegate of Italy, to speak. 

M. Falcionl (Italy) : 
Translation : As the Indian delegation has 

withdrawn its amendment, the Italian dele
gation also withdraws its amendment. I wish, 
therefore, to make the above statement. 

The President : 
Translation : We have now two proposals 

before us : the American proposal, coca leaves 
being excluded, as supported by the Egyptian 
delegation, and the French proP.osal, which 
I understand to be as follows : · The French 
delegation proposes the text of the Hague 
Convention without any addition and then the 
two articles of the Protocol, amended by the 
Drafting Committee. As the first Egyptian 
delegate maintains his proposal, we must vote 
on the American proposal as it stands, excepting 
coca leaves. "' 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : I confess 
that I feel in a considerable difficulty about 
this. I do. not want to be hurried or that my 
Government should be hurried in the accep
tance of a solution of this question, which on 
examination might not turn out to be satis
factory. It is now after I o'clock. I would 
very respectfully ask the Conference to defer 
a decision on this matter until we meet again 

·this afternoon, when I feel that my mind, at 
any rate, will be much clearer as to the exact 
position than it is at the present moment. 

The President : 
· Translation : If the Conference agrees, we 
will act on this suggestion. (Assent.) 

The Conference rose at I.IO p.m. 
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The President : 
Translation : The meeting is open. Bef?re 

continuing the discussion of the second pomt 
on our .agenda for to-day, I will sum up the 
present position. . 

The Conference has before it the Amencan 
Suggestion, regarding A:ticle I, which is 
supported by the Egyptian delegate, and a 
suggestion put forward by the French dele-
gation. . 

As regards the first point, the tex! of Article I 
as we are dealing with it does not '.nclude coca 
leaves. We also have before us a slight amend-

ment to the second paragraph of the article 
in question, which consists in replacing the 
words "in conformity with Chapter II of the 
present Convention" by "in conformity with 
Chapter U of the Hague Convention of 1912". 

The French suggestion is to retain the clause 
of Article I of the Hague Convention of 1912 in 
the Protocol, as amended by 1\I. Kircher. 

These two proposals are submitted to the 
Conference for consideration. The discussion 
is open. 

I call upon 1\1. Loudon, delegate of the 
Netherlands, to speak. 

M. Loudon (Netherlands) : 
Translation : Mr. President, we have already 

discussed this article at length this morning 
and I doubt whether we shall reach any conclu
sion if we continue 'in this way. It seems to me 
that the French proposal - which I think 
is an excellent one - takes no account at all 
of the words at the end of the first paragraiJb 
of Article I of the American proposal which 
refer to medical and scientific purposes. I 
think we ought to keep these words, and we 
might also add "for exportation". In this 
way, I think we shall be able to reach an agree
ment. The Egyptian proposal went altogether 
too far, and the French proposal, as it stands, is 
not exactly what we require. It seems to 
me that, by adding a few words such as I have 
indicated, we should retain the idea of restric
tion to medical and scientific purposes which' 
is contained in the American Suggestion. I 
hope we shall be able to find a good formula, and 
I have put forward my suggestion with a view 
to cutting short a discussion which threatened 
to be interminable. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. El Guindy, 

delegate of Egypt, to speak. 
M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation: Mr. President, when the honou

rable French delegate moved his amendment 
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to the two articles, 1 was one of the first to 
approve it, because it referred to the Protocol. 
In my opinion, the Protocol of a Convention is 
like the preface to a book; the detail must be 
inserted in the Convention itself. · 

We are· now discussing Article I ·of the 
Convention, and two points of view have been 
expressed. There are those who do not want to 
reduce production- including in this term, pro
duction for exportation, for use in the producing 
country and for medical and scientific purposes 
-and there are those who do not wish to restrict 
production to the requirements for medical and 
scientific purposes. The honourable Netherlands 
delegate has just expressed a third point of 
view: that of restricting exportation to the 
requirements for medical and scientific purposes 

<only. I have always understood the proposal 
in that sense. But what I desire to see reduced is 
production, because, as everyone knows, the 
reduction of internal consumption· only is a 
source of contraband. If countries confine 
their t-xports to the requirements for medical 
and scientific purpo~es, what is going to be done 
\\ith the surplus ? I l:'hould like to have. a reply 
to this question. 

The President : 
Translation :. I call upon Viscount Cecil, 

delegate of. the British Empire, to address the 
Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
Since the Conference was good enough to 

adjourn its discussion this morning, I have 
been doing my best to consider this very com
plicated and difficult problem. The position 
seems to me to be this: There has been a gene
ral acceptance of the proposal that, so far as 
the traffic in opium is concerned, the production 
of raw opium ought to be so controlled as to 

· be restricted to production for medical and 
scientific purposes. . 

If I have rightly read the proceedings of 
·the Ad\-isory Committee and the Assembly, that 
principle was taken for granted ; indeed, the 
resolution under the terms of which this Con
ference was convened seems to indicate that 
that is the question we are required to consider, 
because I notice that in -one of the phrase" it 
cays : "and of the limitation of the production 
of raw opium and the coca leaf for export to 
the amount required for such medicinal and 

. scientific purposes". Our mandate, therefore, 
certainly requires us to consider whether we 
should not lay down as .a principle that the 
production of raw opium should be limited, 
at any rate so far as export is concerned, to 
medicaf and scientific purposes. 

On the other hand, we have heard from the 
Indian delegation, and from other delegations, 

• very strong protests against the conception that 
an international convention should affect and 
deal with the use to which a country puts its 
own products within its own borders. Evidently 
other countries have a right to require that a 
country producing a drug like opium should so 
control its production as to ensure that no 
~uq~lus_which could be used for wrong purposes 
ss dsstnbuted throughout the world. This how-
ever, seems to be the limit of the interest ~hich 
other nations can take in the matter, and it 
seems to me, therefore, that these two principles 
have to be combined. Is it possible to find 
a form of words which will secure the control 

of production, with the object of confining 
the traffic in opium to medical and scientific 
purposes, without interfering with the internal 
sovereignty of any country ? That . seems to 
me, if I understand it rightly, the problem 
which we have to consider. 

The Egyptian delegate will, I am sure, forgive 
me when I say that I think he goes too far. 
He proposes boldly to say, without any exct-p
tion, that every country· is to be bound to 
reduce its production of opium to the amount 
required for medical and scientific purposes. 
That proposal goes .further than· the American 
one, because the. Americans always said that 
they did not wish to interfere with domestic 
matters. It goes further than the Italian pro
posal, which expressly said that it was desired 
to reserve to every country the right to deal 
with its own affairs. I am not quoting the 
actual words, but this represents their substance. 
In my view the Egyptian proposal goes further 
than any international body ought to go. 

On the other hand, though I was very much 
attracted by the French suggestion, I am not 
sure whether, when it is worked out, it does 
not sweep away altogether the idea of con
fining the production of opium to medical 
and scienti fie purposes, for if it is desired to 
do anything more than was done in the Protocol, 
the Protocol merely forbids smuggling and 
leaves the control of opium, apart from smug
gling, quite untouched. 

It appears to me, therefore, that we ought 
to look for some formula which will enable us 
to get out of these difficulties~and there seems 
to me to be two possible ways. One is that 
suggested by the delegate of the Netherlands ; 
it has the great advantage of being most nearly 
in conformity with the resolution under the 
terms of which the Conference is convened. 
His suggestion is that production should 
be controlled so that no · surplus will be 
available for export except for medical and 
scientific purposes. I venture to submit that 
the Egyptian delegate misunderstood what had 
been proposed. This is a very clear and defi
nite proposal and involves the strictest control 
of production, because it ensures that the sur
plus available will only be used for medical 
and scientific purposes if the strictest control 
of production is enforced. · 

We must, of course, assume that every country 
that adheres to this Convention will honou
rably try to fulfil its obligations, and in that 
event there will be a very definite control of 
production, with the effect of securing the 
world against the distribution of any opium 
except for medical and scientific purposes. 
This is one way of dealing with the problem, 
and it has the great advantage - at any rate, 
from my point of view - of having already 
secu~ed the assent of the Indian delegation. 
I thmk the Conference would do very well to 
consider whether it is not, on the whole, the 
best way out of our difficulties. · 

The only other way of dealing with the matter 
that occurs to me would be to accept what is 
called the American article as it stands inser
ting at t.he end of it some words to ca;ry out 
the l~ahan suggestion of freeing individual 
countnes from interference with their domestic 
concerns. The following text might be added 
at the end : · -

"Fuither, any Contracting Party ~ay 
declare, at the time. of its signature of, or 
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accession -to, the present Convention the 
lim.itations subject to which it accept~ this 
article as regards the ·production and dis
~riJ:>ution .of ~aw opium for consumption 
m 1ts temtones. If such a declaration be 
made, ~he o~her Contracting Parties agree 
that this article. shall only apply in the case 
of the Contractmg Party making the decla
ration, subject to the limitations contained 
in that declaration." 

That would, of course, give to any country 
as regards its domestic affairs, the power t~ 
make a declaration before the world as to the 
extent to which it could be bound, in the event 
of its being unable to bind itself by the strict 
letter of the earlier pa~:t of the article. 

On behalf of the British delegation, I would 
be prepared to accept either of these solutions 
but I venture to think that one or other of 
them, or something analogous to them - and 
I can think of no other alternative - must 
be accepted ; otherwise, we are going to do 
something which would be very oppressive to 
individual countries or else put them under this 
very unfair alternative : either they will have 
to refuse to sign the Convention altogether 
or they will have to undertake something which 
they cannot conscientiously do and which 
ought not to be enforced on them in the pre
sent condition of their social development. 

1 very earnestly commend these alternative 
-·suggestions to the Conference. If I may make 
-one further suggestion, it is that, since we have 
here very definite proposals, it might be pos
sible, perhaps, for a few members of the Con
ference to meet together to consider which of 
these two solutions would be the best in view 
of the very difficult circumstances in which we 
are placed. If the Conference thought it 
right, we might go on meanwhile with our other 
business, as time is now very urgently pressing. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : M. El1 Guindy, delegate of 

. Egypt, will speak. 
M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I would like to reply to a 

statement made by the honourable • British 
delegate. I never intended that any country 
should be authorised to interfere in the affairs 

- of another nation. I put forward a request 
in the Sub-Committee, which was composed 
of the representatives of the producing coun

·tries. My proposal was not accepted. _ I~ we 
draw up a Convention, this will not constitute 
an interference in the domestic affairs of a 
country, as the Convention will be freely accep-
ted by the States concerned. . 

I therefore maintain my proposal, without 
in any way wishing to interfere in the internal 
affairs of any country. 

. Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
·All the producing countries are agreed that 

they could not accept the proposal of my 
friend the delegate of Egypt. ~f so~e way 
out is not found, they will be obbged either to 
refuse to sign the Convention at all or to a.ccept 
something which they consid~r ~o be a~ mt.er
ference with their rights. This 1~ the s1tuat~on 
which has to be met, and the ltaban delegat~on 
proposes to meet it by giving the producing 
countries an opportunity of saying: "Although 
we have. signed the Convention generally, v;; 
must make certain reservations or declaratiOns 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : If a reduction of exports )s 

accepted, will it be understood that this will 
·lead inevitably to a reduction of production ? 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
That entirely depends on the purpose for 

which the exports have been used. 

M. von Eckardt (Germany) : 
Translation : The proposal made by the 

first delegate of the Netherlands seems to me 
to be aft excellent one, but I think it would be 
quite impossible to prevent the accumulation 
of the surplus stocks to which reference has 
been made. I do not understand how the coun
tries concerned will be able to deal with this. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation I call upon M. Falj;ioni, 

delegate of Italy, to speak. 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
Translation : I thank Viscount Cecil for 

having disinterred the Italian proposal. Perhaps 
it ought to be considered once more. The question 
is an important one. I would therefore like 
to ask the honourable Egyptian delegate not 
to press his proposal, and, as Viscount Cecil has 
asked us to explore the possibilities of an agree
ment, I think it would be a good thing for 
some of us to meet in another room and try 
to come to some conclusion. 

The President 
Translation : I gather that the Italian pro

posal has been revived. No formal motion 
has been put forward by the Netherlands dele
gate or by Viscount Cecil. · 

I therefore propose that the Italian proposal 
should be regarded as revived and referred to 
a small Sub-Committee as a basis for the solu
tion of the difficulty in which we are placed. 
If you agree, we could leave this questi?n to ~he 
small Sub-Committee and resume the discussion 
of this article at five o'clock. 

I have received the following proposal from 
one of the delegations regarding the composition 
of. this Sub-Committee : 

The first delegates of Italy, t~~ Nether~ands, 
France, India,, Egypt and the Bntlsh Empire. 

• • Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
There is one suggestion that I would . like 

to make. I suppose that such a Sub-Committee 
would also consider the suggestion made by 
the first delegate of the N_etherlands~ _because 
that is one of two alternative propositions. . 

The President : 
Translation : That was also my. view, as 

the Sub-Committee will have to discuss, on 
the basis of the Italian proposal, the remark!i 
made during the present discussion . 

If you agree, I will ask these six delegates to 
meet as soon as possible. . . 

M. Dinichert, delegate of SWitzerland, will 
address the Conference. 

M. Dlnlchert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I should like .t? make an. obser

vation regarding the composition of t~1s Sub
Committee. As has already been said, .the 

uestion under discussion appears to be very 
~omplicated, and this must be the Conferen~e·s 
excuse .for not having come to a conclusiOn. 
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But I think it appears more complex than it 
wally is, for we are nearly agreed upon a solu
tion which consists in limiting the exportation 
of raw mat~rial to medical and scienti fie uses. 

To e-xpress this, a formula must be found. 
But, gentlemen - and this, in fact, is the one 
thing I want to say - how can we insert a 
formula of this kind in the Convention which 
is being prepared if we are not certain that the 
principal producing countries will accept it ? 
The engagement entailed by these articles must 
be accepted and carried out by the producing 
countries, otherwise it will remain a dead letter. 
For this reason, I could not give my adhesion 
to a formula which was not accepted by the 
representatives of all the producing countries. 

I therefore suggest that the President -
•,,ith the consent of the Conference, of course
should take this point into consideration and 
see ~ it that the representatives of the countries 
most concerned are associated with the work 
of this Sub-Committee. 

The President : 
Translation : 1 had prepared a list of names 

for the Sub-Committee, but I had received 
another list from one of the delegations, and 
this is the one which I put b~fore the Confe
rence. My own list also included M. Yova
novitch, delegate of the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes. It seems to me quite 
natural that the producing States should be 
represented on the Sub-Committee. 

M. El Guin~y (Egypt) : 
Translation : Among the producing States 

chiefly concerned are Persia and Turkey, 
and I think H.H. Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh ought 
to be on the Sub-Committee, as I know that 
he will accept the whole Convention provided 
he is given satisfaction in regard to his memo
randum. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : I am afraid I cannot serve on 

the Sub-Committee, as I am called away on 
urgent business to Berne and will be absent for 
a day or two. 

The President 
Translation : Could not the producing coun

tries specially concerned agree to be represen~ 
ted by the delegate of the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes ? · 

M. Yovanovltch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : · 

Translatoin : I propose that the Turkish 
delegate should take my place on the Sub
Committee. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
I think both had better come. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : I accept M. Yovanovitch's 

proposal. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : If the Sub-Committee met 

to-day, H.H. Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh could take 
part in its discussions and the difficulty would 
be solved. · 

The Preeldent : 
_Translation : I propose that the Sub-Com

mtttee should meet as soon .as possible ; in 
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I 
fact it can do so immediately, and the first 
delegates of Turkey and Persia can· represent · 
the countries directly concerned. 

The proposal was adopted. 

The President : 
Translati01t : The discussion of this question 

is postponed until 5.30 p.m. I will therefore 
ask the Sub-Committee to meet at once. 

89. FIRST READING OF THE DRAFT CON
VENTION : EXAMINATION OF THE 
PREAMBLE AND ARTICLE 1. 

The President : 

Translation : The third item on our agenda 
is the first reading of the draft Convention, 
with the exception of Chapter IV, Article II. 

I would remind you that this is a first rea
ding, but it is none the less of importance, 
because all amendments to the text ought to 

. be submitted now. It would be very helpful 
to me if you would submit in writing all amend
ments both as regards the subject-matter and 
the wording. . . 

M. Sugimura, delegate of Japan, will address 
the Conference. 

M. Sugimurar{Japan) : 

Translation : On rereading the text, I 
find that several small drafting amendments 
might be made. I will not bring all these 
points up now, but I reserve the right to submit 
them to the Drafting Committee. 

The President : 
· Translation : If they are only questions 
of drafting, they need not be raised here. The 
Drafting Committee, to which I belong, will 
duly take note of M. Sugimura's observations. 

I;'reamble. 

The text of the Preamble was read as follows : · 

"Taking note of the fact that the appli
cation of the provisions of the Hague Con
vention by the signatory States has produced 
results of great value, but that the 
contraband trade in and abuse of the 
substances to which the Convention applies 
still continue on a great scale ; 

"Convinced that the contraband trade 
in and abuse of the substances to whicli 
the Convention applies cannot be effectually 
suppressed except by bringing about a more 
effective limitation of the production or 
manufacture of the substances, and by 
exercising a closer control and supervision 
of the international trade, than is provided 
for in the Convention ; 

"Desirous therefore of taking further 
measures to carry out the objects aimed 
at by the Convention and to complete and 
strengthen its provisions ; 

"Realising that such limitation and 
control require the close co-operation of 
all the signatory States ; 

"Considering that this humanitarian effort 
will meet with the unanimous adhesion of 
the nations concerned : 

"Have decided to conclude a Convention 
for this purpose. . 

"The High Contracting Parties have 



~~:cc?rdingly appointed as their plenipoten
banes : 

[Here follow .the n~mes of heads. of 
States and the~r plempotentiaries.] 

who, a~ter communicating their full powers, 
found m good and due form, 'have agreed as 
follows :" 

The President : 

. T_ransl~tion : Th~ names of the plenipoten
banes Will not be mserted in the Preamble 
until all the sig~atures have been affixed. 
~he d~cument which you will be invited to 
sign will bear no names. The discussion on 
the Preamble is open. 

I call upon M. Chodzko, delegate of Poland 
to address the Conference. · ' 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
. Translation : I venture to draw the Confe
rence's attention' to the last line of the second 
paragraph, which says : " ... than is provided 
for i_n the Convention". For greater clearness, 
I thmk we ought to say: " ... than is provided 
for in the Hague Convention", as I presume the 
text refers to the Hague Convention. 

The President : 
Translation : I do not think there has been 

any reference to any other Convention. I 
quite agree with the proposal. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
·Translation : At the beginning of the second 

paragraph we also have the words : " ... sub
stances to which the Convention applies ... ". 
Does this mean the new Convention or the 
Hague Convention ?_ It would be as well to 
specify which is. meant. 

· Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
May I suggest that the proposal ofthe dele

gate for Poland be referred at once to the Draf
ting Co<imittee to consider ? 

. M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation. : There are quite a number of 

small points of drafting in the Preamble which 
require revision. I will send a copy of the 
document to the Drafting Committee containing 
the modifications in question. 

The President : 
Translation : In the name of the Drafting 

Committee, I beg to thank the Swiss delegate 
for his proposal. · 

The Preamble was adopted at the first reading. 

Article I. 

The following definitions were read : 
"The Contracting Parties agree to adopt 

the following definitions for the purposes 
of the present Convention : 

"Raw Opium. - 'Raw opi~'!l· mea~~ 
the spontaneously coagulated JUICe obtai
ned from the capsules of the Paf!aver 
somniferum, which has only been submit!ed 
to the necessary manipulations for packmg 
and. transport, whatever its content of 
morphine. • 

"Prepared Opium. - 'Prepared opium' 
means the product of raw o_Pium obta~ned 
by a series of special operations, espec1ally 

by dissolving, boiling, roasting, and fermen
tation, designed to transform it into an 
extract suitable for consumption. Pre
pared opium includes dross and all other 
residues remaining when opium has been 
smoked. 

"Medicinal Opium.- 'Medicinal opium' 
means raw opium which has been desiccated 
at 6o0 centigrade and contains not less 
than IO per cent of morphine, whether or 
not it be powdered or granulated or mixed 
with indifferent materials." 

The President : 
Translation : M. Perrot, delegate of France 

will address the Conference. ' 

M. Perrot (France) : , 
Translation : In the text which has just 

been read I should like to suggest a S'tight 
addition to the definition of raw opium. The 
letter "L", which stands for the name of the 
great botanist Linne, should be added. 

As regards medicinal opium, Sub-Committee 
F was convened by its Chairman to consider a 
fresh drafting proposal put forward by the 
Netherlands delegation. This text was slightly 
amended in the course of the discussion. As 
it will not be distributed to the Drafting Com
mittee until to-morrow, I should like to ask 
the Conference not to discuss for the moment 
the paragraph concerning medicinal opium. 
The Sub-Committee thought it advisable to 
draw up a text regarding medicinal opium which 
would be clearer and more precise and would 
apply to all known pharmacopreias. 

The President : 
Translation : From what M. Perrot has just 

said, I gather that it will not be necessary to 
return to this paragraph, as the Chairman of 
Sub-Committee F will send the new text direct 
to the Drafting Committee, which will itself 
consider the revised version. 

M. de Palacios, delegate of Spain, will address 
the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : Mr. President : According to 

Article 31 of the draft Convention before us : 
"The present Convention replaces, ~s 

between the Contracting Parties, the pro
visions of Chapters I, III and V of the Con
vention signed at The Hague on January 

d .. 23r , I912 ...... 
This means that Chapter II of the Hague 

Convention remains as it is. Chapter II, how
ever, begins with a definition of prepared opium, 
and the Spanish delegation therefore wishes 
to point out that the definition of prepared opium 
in Article I of the new Convention is super
fluous. It may be argued that the intention" 
was to collect all the definitions in one article, 
but it seems to me that it would be better to 
omit the definition of prepared opium. 

If the Conference does not share the Spanish 
delegation's views, I shall have to make a short 
statement, but I hope that my opinion will 
be accepted. 

The President : 
Translation : Mr. Malkin, Legal Adviser to 

the British delegation, will address the Con
ference. 
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Mr. Malkin (Legal Adviser. to the British 
ddegation) : 

I might explain that the definition of ~re
pared opium taken ~rom t.he J:Iague Conve.n~10n 
has been inserted m th1s hst of defiruhons 
because the phrase "prepared opium" occu~s 
in this Convention in several places, and It 
is inconvenient to have to look to the Hague 
Convention in order to find the definition of 
a phrase which is employed in th~ p~esent one: I 
would therefore suggest that 1t IS convement 
to retain the definition where it is at present. 

The Presiden\ : 

Translation : M. de Palacios, delegate of 
Spain, will address the Conference. 
r 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Tr'iHislalion : I presume that Mr. Malkin 

has spoken on behalf of the competent Co~
mittee. In that case, I think the Conference will 
agree with him and will retain the proposed 
text. 

I must therefore make the following decla
ration. The definition which we have before 
us is the same as that contained in the Hague 
Convention of 1912. This Convention was 
drawn up without the participation of most. of 
the States which are now its signatories. Spam, 
for example, did not take part in the prepara
tion of the Hague Convention. When she. was 
invited to adhere thereto, she accepted 1t as 
a whole without discussing any points of deh.il. 
If my information is correct, Sub-Committee F 
did not deal with this definition of prepared 
opium -that is to say, the representative of 
the Spanish Government has not yet had an 
opportunity of giving its opinion on the defi
nition in question. 

The first paragraph is drafted as follows : 

" ... the product ofraw opium obtained by 
a series of special operations, especially 
by dissolving, boiling, roasting and fer
mentation, designed to transfprm it into 
an extract suitable for consumption." 

So far we are in agreement, but then it goes 
on to say: 

t• "Prepared opium includes dross and all 
other residues remaining when opium has 
been smoked." 

We consider that dross and the other resi
dues should not be included in the definition of 
prepared opium or treated in the same way as 
prepared opium. Prepared opium is already 
subject to special regulations, but the dross 
contains a much greater quantity_ of morphinP 
and is much more injurious than prepared 
l)pium, and we do not think that the same privi
leged treatment should be applied to prepared 
opium including dross and the residues of 
smoked opium ·as to prepared opium proper. 
We consider that dross and the residues of smo
ked opium ought to come under the general 
regulations. Its use should never be authorised 
except in so far as the morphine contained there
in can be utilised for medical and scientific 
purposes. 

I _do not intend to open a discussion on this 
subJect now; but as this is the first opportunity 
we have had of expressing our opinion, we have 
felt it to be our duty to do so. 

-6 

The President : 
Translation : Does the Chairman or Rap

porteur of Sub-Committee F wish to make any 
remarks? 

I ClJ.ll upon M. Perrot; delegate of France, to 
address the Copference. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : This question was certainly 

not brought before Sub-Comm~ttee F, _and th~re 
has evidently been an error m draftmg which 
involves an error from the scientific point 
of view. Dross and the other residues of 
smoked opium can cle~~ly not be regarde~ as 
coming under the defimhon of prepared opmm. 
It would perhaps be possible by means of a 
new text to include these substances in a 
separate definition and thereby meet the wishes 
of the Spanish delegate. If the latter has no 
objection, I think this question might be left 
to the Drafting Committee. 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : I call upon M. de Myttenaere, 

delegate of Belgium, to speak. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : I think it would meet the case 

if we state that dross and the other residues 
are to be treated in the same manner as pre
pared opium. 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : M. de Palacios, · delegate of 

Spain, will address the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I thank the Chairman and 

Rapporteur of Sub-Committee F for their 
courteous replies, but unfortunately neither of 
them is in agreement with what I said. It is 
true that they proposed to make a correction, 
while still linking up dross with the prepared 
opium. The Spanish delegation cannot accept 
this. That is why I did not intend to open 
a discussion but simply to state our view, whi~h 
is- diametrically opposed to that expressed m · 
the second paragraph of the definition before us. 

The Preslden\ : 
Translation . M. Sugimura, delegate of 

Japan, will address the Conference. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : I do not wish to raise the 

delicate question of competence at this moment, 
nor do I wish to raise a number of other impor~ 
tant questions, as we have not yet come to the 
discussion of Article 31. I think, however, 
that the best solution would be to omit the 
definition of prepared opium. In this way, 
several delicate questions would be circum
vented. I think that many of my colleagues 
will agree with my proposal. 

The President : 
Translation . I call upon Sir . Malcolm· 

Delevingne, delegate of the British Empire, 
to address the Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) :. 
I think, Mr. President, that there is perhaps 

a slight misunderstanding. Dross is included 
in the definition of prepared opium in the 
Hague Convention and therefore comes under 
the provision in Article 6 of that Convention, 



which .requires th~ Contracti~g Powers to sup
press i~S use entirely. ~herefore, it would ,be 
impossible to I?ut· dross m. the same category 
as the drugs which are mentioned in Chapter III 
because that would imply that the use of dros~ 
would be permitted for medical and scientific 
purposes. That would be inconsistent with the 
provisions of Chapter II of the Hague Con
vention, which requires the use of dross to be 
entirely suppressed. 

I might also point out that, in the Agreement 
or Convention which bas been concluded by the 
First Conference, a provision bas been inserted 
to the effect that the purchase and sale of 
dross are be prohibited. It would be a mistake, 
I think, therefore - and no doubt the Spanish 
delegate and the other delegations will agree 
with me - to include dross as one of the drugs 
in Chapter Ill of the Hague Convention. 

Might I also point out that, as has been said, 
we cannot do without a definition of prepared 
opium in this Convlllltion, because it is referred 
to in Article 2 - or will be referred to in the 
revised Article 2, now under consideration -
and in Article 22, which requires statistics to 
be sent to the Central Board. Neither of those 
articles, however, will have any effect whatever 

. on the use of dross, and the reference to dross 
is only maintained in the definition in this new 
Convention in order to make it exactly the 
same as the definition in the Hague Convention. 
Accordingly, the point to which the Spanish 
delegate has called attention will not make any 
difference one way or the other as regards the 
manner in which dross is to be treated, and I . 
think that, if it is realised that the use of 
dross is to be entirely suppressed, satisfaction 
will be given to the wishes expressed by the 
Spanish delegate and it will therefore be unne
cessary, I suggest, to make this alteration in the 
draft Convention now before the Conference. 

The Presiden\ : · 
Translation : I call upon M. Perrot, dele

gate of France, to speak. 

M. Perro\ {France) : . 
Translation : The Chairman of Sub-Com

mittee F and I would like to point out that there 
is no need to include dross among the residues of 
opium. The text under discussion serves no 
good purpose where it is at present and can 
perfectly well be omitted .. 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : As the Rapporteur of Sub

Committee F himself proposes to de~ete the 
words concerning dross and other residues of 
opium, I propose that, if no. other delegate 

. wishes to speak on the quest10n, we should 
agree to omit this sent~nce. We can revert 
to this point at the convement moment later. 

M Sugimura has put forward a more f.ar
reaching proposal. Does M. Perrot's suggestion 
satisfy him ? 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : . . . 
Tra-nslation : No, I am not satisfied With ~t. 

Nevertheless, I have not the courage t? dT 
cuss the question of competence. I Simp Y 
desire to point out that t~e. First Conferen~~ 
did not draw up any defimt10n and. wa~ coin 
tent with the term "prepared opmm · 
so doing it followed the precedent of the Hagude 

• h "pare Convention. If we accept the p rase pre 

opium", there is· no need to go into the 
question any further. I am not sure that, under 
the terms of the sixth resolution of the Assembly, 
we are competent to discuss the definition of 
prepared opium from the technical point of view. 
I therefore think it would be wiser to omit the -
whole of this definition. 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : M. de Palacios, delegate of 

Spain, will address the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I should like to thank the 

Japanese delegate for what he has said. I also 
asked that the Conference should omit the 
whole definition. If, on the other hand, it 
prefers the suggestion of M. Perrot- that is to, 
say, to retain the first part of the definition 
and omit the second - I shall also be sati!!,fied. 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : We have three proposals to 

consider : that contained in the draft Con
vention; that of 1\1. Sugimura, who wishes the 
whole definition of prepared opium to be dele
ted ; and that of 1\1. Perrot, who only wants 
to delete the second sentence . 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne, delegate of the 
British Empire, will address the Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
It seems to me that, from the drafting point 

of view, it would be rather a pity to have one 
definition in the Hague Convention and another 
definition in this Convention. _ 

In the faint hope of meeting everybo~y's 
views, I venture to put forward .a suggestion 
which is made by our legal adviser that. we 
might omit the definition of prepared opmm 
altogether here and that in the tw.o cla';lses - · 
I think there are only two clauses m which the 
phrase: "prepared opium" is used -we should 
say: "prepared opium as defined in the Hague 
Convention". In both those clauses the refe
rence is to the use of prepared opium as defined 
in the Hague Convention in accor_dance with the 
provisions of the Hague ~<?nventlon, an~ there
fore if we omit the defimhon here and m those 
two' clauses say, instead of the. simple words 
"prepared opium", "prepared opmm as defined 
in the Hague Convention", we shall per halls 
meet everybody's view. 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : Does 1\l. de Palacios wish to 

express an opinion on this suggestion ? 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I much prefer both 1\l. Sugi

mura's proposal and M. Perrot's . 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : • 
TranslatioiJ : I think the point is not yet 

settled for when we speak of prepared opiUm 
it is u~derstood that dross is not included. 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : Mr. Malkin, Legal Adviser 

to the British delegation, will address the Con
ference. 

Mr. Malkin (Legal Adviser to the British 
delegation) : . . 

May I venture to point out a difficulty .which 
I think stands in the way of the adoption of 
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M. Sugimura's suggestion. Article 23 of the 
draft Convention says that: "in order to complete 
the information of the Board as to the disposal of 
the world's supply of raw opium, the Governments 
of the countries where the use of prepared 
opium is temporarily authorised shall supply 
certain statistics". Those · statistics include : 
(1) the manufacture of prepared opium and (2) 
the ·consumption of prepared opium. 

In all cases, what is meant by "prepared 
opium" is prepared opium as defined in Chapter 
II of the Hague Convention. It is that pre
pared opium of which the use is authorised, 
and it is that prepared opium of which, under 
this article, certain statistics are to be supplied. 
If, therefore, the last two lines of the defini
tion· are omitted, Article 23 will be rendered 
fnost inaccurate, because you will not be asking 
for the statistics which you really want to get-. 
nam~ly: the statistics of prepared opium as 
defined in the Hague Convention- but you will 
merely be asking for statistics of a certain por
tion of prepared opium, and that, I am sure, 
is not the intention of the Sub-Committee 
which drafted Article. 23 of the draft Con
vention. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translatio11 : · I should like to ask Mr. Malkin 

whether, in his opinion; this Conference is 
amending the definition in the Hague Conven
tion ? In the view of the British delegation, 
would it be the new definition which should 
be applied with the second paragraph omitted ? 

Mr. Malkin (Legal Adviser to the British 
Delegation) : 

The definition in the draft Convention before 
us is exactly the same as the definition in the 

· Hague Convention. It is M. Sugimura who 
is proposing to alter it. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Perrot, dele

gate of France, to address the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : I think that the Sub-Com

mittee did not discuss the definition of pre
pared opium because it assumed that the exact 
definition in the Hague Convention would be 
rltained. The text before us is that of the 
Hague Convention. But the technical experts 
have stated, as M. de Palacios pointed out that 
!he las~ sentence is not technically co~ect ; 
!n defim~g prepared opium we cannot say that 
It contams dross, as the latter is a residue. 
Technica~ly this is incorrect, but there can be 
n~. question of modifying its text. The defi
mbon of the Hague Convention must stand. 

• M. Fabris (Italy) : 
Translation : I propose that we vote on 

M. Perrot's suggestion. 

The President : 
Translation : 1\1. Sugimura has proposed 

to delete this definition. I think we must 
vote on this proposal first. 

M. van WeUum (Netherlands) : 
I entirely support what has been said by Sir 

llalcolm p~levingne in regard to leaving out 
!he ~fim~10n of prepared opium here and 
msertmg m each of the articles where we 

refer to prepared opium the words "as defined 
by the Hague Convention". . 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
Tra11slation : I maintain my proposal to 

delete this definition, but I wish to reserve the 
right to discuss the article later on. 

M. Betances (Dominican Republic) : 
Translation : I cannot accept the proposal 

made by the Netherlands delegate, because 
the definition given in the Hague Convention. 
is quite incorrect. We cannot say that dross is 
prepared opium. 

The President 
Translation : Vie now have four proposals 

before us. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
May I ask, for my own information, whether 

the country represented by the honourable 
gentleman . who has just spoken has accepted 
the Hague Convention ? I ask only for my 
own information. 

M. Betances (Dominican Republic) : 
Translation : The Dominican Republic has 

accepted the Hague Convention, but does not 
on that account feel obliged to go on accepting 
what is an error. . 

The President : 
Translation : Would the Conference like to 

refer this question back to Sub-Committee F ? 

M. Carriere (Switzerland)·: · 
Translation : I do not think Sub-Committee 

F can give you any other definition than this 
one; which is that of the Hague Convention. 
Sub-Committee F can add nothing to- it. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : When I first spoke, I said 

I did not wish to raise a discussion, as I had 
no desire to delay the work of the Conference. 
We have now heard the opinions of a number 
of delegates. I ask that the discussion be closed. 

In the first place, we have M. Sugimura's 
proposal, on which we ought to vote first, as 
it involves the greatest change. Then we 
have M. Perrot's proposal to delete the second 
paragraph only. If M. Sugimura's proposal 
1s accepted, we shall then have to decide on 
Sir Malcolm Delevingne's proposal to insert 
the words "as defined in the Hague Convention 
of 1912" in the other articles where they refer 
to prepared opium. 

The President : 
Translation .: There is now a motion to 

close the discussion. In accordance with the 
rules of procedure, I must ask the Confe
rence's opinion on this motion. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : I think I have understood 

correctly the members of the First Conference ; 
th~y hay-e stated. th.at the question of prepared 
opiUm 1s not w1thm the competence of this 
Conference. It seems to me therefore that 
the discussion must be closed because ~e are 
not ·c<!mpetent. _ 

The President : 
Translation : I think I can regard the mo

tion of closure as adopted. 
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The question of competence has been touched 
upon by the Belgian delegate. I doubt whether 
it is r~ally ne~essary to discuss this question. 

It ts now 5.30 p.m., the hour at which I 
h~d arranged t<;> adjourn the discussion. I 
w1ll therefore adJourn it and request the Con
ference to meet again in a quarter of an hour 
to continue the discussion of Article I of the 
United States Suggestions. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
· Translation : I do not understand why we 

·are closing a discussion which should have ended 
wi~h. a vote on a number of proposals. In my 
op1mon, we ought to vote. · 

· The President : 
Translatio~ : Yes, but the question of com

petence has JUSt been raised. We are entitled 
t<;> inse~t a definition pure and simple without 
dtscuss1on, but a debate has now arisen on 
a subject which, in the opinion of several dele
gates, is not within the competence of the Con
ference. There has never been any question 
of competence as regards a definition. I was 
not pr_epared for such a contingency. 

I thmk we can vote on M. Sugimura's motion. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : I also begin to have misgivings. 

I accept the Belgian proposal, for it seems to me 
that we are not competent to discuss this ques
tion. I will not even ask to have my proposal 

·discussed : I withdraw it. 

The President : 
Translation : The Japanese proposal is 

withdrawn. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : In that case, the Spanish 

delegation wishes formally to take up the Japa
nese delegation's proposal. I consider that, 
if a vote is taken on this propoeal, the delega
tions will have an opportunity of expressing 
their opinion on the Conference's competence 
to insert a definition. The delegations which 
do not consider that they are competent will 
vote in favour of the ,former Japanese proposal, 
which has now become the Spanish proposal. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : If the Convention we are 

discussing is to be substituted for the Hague 
Convention, that is how the question will 
stand. If it is not substituted for the Hague 
Convention, but simply constitutes an addi
tion thereto, we can vote for the total deletion 
of this definition without troubling about the 
question of competence. On this ground, I 
support M. Sugimura's proposal. We ~hall 
simply vote without defining prepared optum, 
which has previously been defined in the Hague 
Convention. 

The President 
Translation : The proposal moved by the 

Spanish delegation and seconded by the French 
delegation will now be voted upon. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : I should like to thank the 

Spanish and French delegations for having 
saved the present difficult situation as far as 
I am concerned. It was on that understanding 
that I accepted the Belgian suggestion, which, 

in my opinion, is a very good one. If I vote 
in favour of the new Spanish and French pro
posal, it will be because I consider that we are 
nOt competent to discuss this question. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British E!llpire) : 
I am prepared to accept the suggestion that 

we omit the definition, but I· think it will be 
necessary for us, either in the full Conference 
or in the Drafting Committee, when we come 
to the sentence in which the phrase "prepared 
opium" is used, to decide whether it will be 
necessary to explain what we mean by the 
phrase. But that can be left till we come to 

· the articles. 

The President : 
Translation : The motion proposed by th.! 

Spanish delegation to delete the definition of 
prepared opium is now put to the vote. ~ The 
delegations in favour of this proposal are re· 
quested to rise in their places. 

Twelve delegations rose in their places. 
The delegations which are against the Spa· 

nish proposal are requested to rise. 
Two delegations rose in their places, viz., 

Poland and Italy. 
· The Spanish proposal is· adopted. 

Adopted. 

The President : 
Translation : · if no one else wishes to speak, 

I shall regard as adopted the text of Article I, 
in so far as the definitions of opium are concer· 
ned. 

Article I, in so far as the definitions of opium 
were concerned, was adopted at the first reading. 

90. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
SU.B-COMMITTEE B : ARTICLE 1 OF 
THE UNITED STATES SUGGESTIONS : 
CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION: 
REPORT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The President : 
Translation : I should like to ask the mem· 

bers of the Sub-Committee if they have found 
a solution. Who is the Chairman or Rappor· 
teur of the Sub-Committee ? 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : t 
Translation : Our Chairman is M. Daladier, 

delegate of France. 
The President : 
Translation : It would perhaps be well for 

the members of the Conference to consider the 
result of the Sub-Committee's deliberations. 
We can either adjourn the meeting for a quarter 
of an hour or, if you prefer it, we can proceed 
immediately to a discussion. • 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I propose that the meeting 

be adjourned for fifteen minutes to enable 
us to examine the document which has heen 
distributed to us. 

The President : 
Translation : The meeting is adjourned 

for fifteen minutes to enable the members of 
the Conference to examine the Sub-Committee's 
proposal. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5·45 p.m. a11d 
resumed at 6 p.m. 
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The Preel~ent: 
. Tra11slatiott .: I· call upon the Rapporteur 

of tne Sub-Committee, M. Daladier, the first 
delegate of France,. to· address the Conference. 

M. Daladllll" (France) : . . 
Tra11slatiott : After discussion, the Sub

Committee which you appointed adopted the 
following proposal by six votes to two : It 
suggested that the C_onference should a~opt 
Article I of the Uruted States Suggestions, 
which reads as follows : 

• 

"The Contracting Parties shall enact 
effective laws or regulations for the control 
of the production and distribution of raw 
opium so that there will be_ no sur~lus 
available for purposes no_t stnctly med1cal 
or scientific. 

"The foregoing provision shall not ope~ 
r"ate to_ prevent the_ production fo~ expor
tation, or exportatiOn, of raw opmm. for 
the purpose of making prepared opmm, 
into those territories where the use of pre
pared opium is still temporarily permit~ed 
under Chapter II of the Hague Conv~nt10_n 
of 1912, so long as -such e:ocl.'ortahon ~s 
in conformity with the proVIsions of th1s 
Convention." 

This is the text of the United States Sugges
tions with two modifications : the reference to 
coca leaves is deleted, and, ipstead of "the 
present Convention" in the last line but two, 
"the Hague Convention of 1912" is mentioned. 
So far, the members of the Sub-Committee were 
unanimous. _ It was at this point that the diffi
culty arose : - it wa.S proposed ·that a further 
clause should be added which would enable 
those States which think fit to submit reser
vations. This text is as follows : 

"Further, any Contracting Party may 
declare, at the time of its signature of, or 
accession to, the present Convention, the 
limitations subject to which it accepts this 
article as regards the production and dis
tribution of raw opium. If such a decla
ration be made, the other Contracting 
Parties agree that this article shall only 
apply in the case of the Contracting Party 
making the declaration subject to the 

e limitations !=Ontained in that declaration." 

I am fully aware that this proposed addition 
provides a ready mark for the irony and wit 
of some of our colleagues, and I shall, no doubt, 
be the first to appreciate the shafts directed 
against _ this rather hasty work of the Sub
Committee. I feel compelled, however, to 
point out that we find ourselves in one of 
those extremely difficult positions in which ·it 
is quite impossible for an international confe
rence to arrive at any result unless it adopts 
some of these small alterations which are in
spired by human weakness, but which repre
sent the least doubtful means of getting out 
of a very delicate ·situation. 

If this position is not admitted by the Con
ference, what will be the result ? Most of 
the producing countries will not, in fact, give 
their adhesion even to the first part -of the 
~de .- that is, the American proposal as 
shghtly amended --'- and the Conference will 
simply ~ave to record a negative result, if not 
total fa!lure. This is the problem as it stands. 
The Swl5S delegate has stated it with admirable. 

lucidity. What you have to conside~ is wheth~r 
you. can possibly do better. W1thout t.h1s 
addition; it is ·quite clear that the produc~ng 
countries will not even accept the clauses wh1ch 
precede it. 

I freely admit - for it is nothing but the· 
truth - that the right conceded to these coun
tries to make reservations is, in spite of every
thing, a modification of t~e. fundamental I?ro
posal concerning the re~tnct10_n o~ produc_tlon. 
It is one ·of the cases m wh1ch mternatlonal 
conferences have to make their choice. My 
personal opinion - ·which I migh~ perhaps, 
modify if any real, cogent and tangtble argu
ment were advanced - is that this solution, 
which is obviously not an ideal one but is 
none the. less a solution, is preferable to the 
blank wall before which we shall find ourselves 
if we do not agree to some such clause. 

When I consider the position of certain 
European producing countries - I say Euro
pean producing countries because I am well 
acquainted with their position - I feel I have 
no right to bring to bear on them such pressure 
as would lead them to sign undertakings which 
they themselves know they cannot conscientiously 
assume and which the conditions in their 
country would make it imp'i_>ssible for them to 
fulfil. 

In view of these facts, and although we are 
well aware that our proposals are far from satis
factory, the majority of the Sub-Committee 
asks you all to make the necessary concessions 
and to accept the necessary limitations in the 
proper spirit, in order that the Conference may 
emerge triumphant from the present difficulty 
and that the prestige of the League may not 
suffer. 

This was the thought uppermost in the minds 
of the majority of the Sub-Committee, which 
authorised me to submit for your approval 
the American text as amended. (Applause.) 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon Prince Arfa-ed

Dowleh, delegate of Persia, to address the 
Conference. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : I desire to repeat the state

ment I made in the Sub-Committee. My 
Government's instructions are in one way very 
elastic but in another very restricted ; they 
are to adhere to the decision of the Conference 
and to support the United States delegation-no 
Government could give more elastic instructions. 
On the other hand, I have been told not to 
accept even the simplest proposal without 
making reservations and stating that we accept 
only on condition that the requirements of the 
Persian memorandum are satisfied. 

The Conference is nearing its conclusion 
and has as yet done nothing with regard to 
this memorandum. I can only agree to the 
Sub-Committee's proposal if the Conference 
adds to the Convention an official recommen
dation that the Council shall take note of our 
memorandum and on condition that our work 
follows the lines of the United States proposal. 

The United States delegation agreed with 
me that what was stated in the Persian memo
randum was quite true, and asked me to approach 
my Government with a view to a Commission 
of Enquiry, consisting of agricultural experts, . 
being sent to Persia.. This Commission would . 
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. . . 
· co-operate With the Persian Government and 
would probably have no difficulty iri coming to 
an agreement with it ; · the Council of the 
League could then declare that it was expedient 
to accept Persia's views. 

I agreed to this . suggestion, telegraphed to 
Teheran · and recetVed . a favourable reply. 
Now, however, the Umted States delegation 
has gone and my telegram will serve no pur
pas~ unless the Conference passes a recommen
dation that the Council shall deal with the 
Persian !Ilemorandum and send a Commission 
of Enqmry to Teheran under the- auspices of 
th_e League, subsequ~nt · action being deter
mmed by the conclus10ns of the Commission. 

If _this is not agreed to, we shall accomplish 
nothmg, and I shall be obliged to retire from 
the Conference. · 

The President : 

Translation : Am I to regard this as a for-
mal proposal by the Persian delegation ? 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 

Translation : Yes, Mr. President. 

The President 

Translation : I should be grateful if you 
would communicate yo·ur proposal in writing. 

No one else wishes to speak ? We have before 
us the United States proposal, with certain 
modifications, and also an amendment to that 
proposal. 

. According to the rules of procedure, we should 
first vote on the amendment. We will there
fore take a vote by roll-call. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 

Translation : I should prefer to take the 
United States proposal first and the amendment 
afterwards. 

The President : 

Translation : The ordinary procedure, when 
there is an ·amendment, is to vote on it first. 
That is the rule we have followed throughout 
the Conference. We will therefore take a 
vote by roll-call. 

Those in favour of the amendment will vote 
"Yes"; those against, "No". 

The following delegations have voted in 
favour of the amendment : 

Australia, British Empire, Canada, Denmark, 
France, Germany, India, Italy, Netherlands, 
Portugal, Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes, Siam, Switzerland. 

The following delegation has voted against 
the amendment : 

Irish Free State. 
The following delegations have abstained 

·from· voting : . 
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Czec~oslovakia, Do

minican Republic, Egypt, Fmland, Japan, 
Luxemburg, Persia, Poland, Spain, Sweden, 
Turkey. . . . 

M. Sugimura, delegate of Japan, will address 
the Conference. 

· .M. Sug!mura (Japan) :·: 
"Translation : We are in favour of progress 

and are anxious to . improv& the Hague 

Convention, but the text before ·us is so 
complicated that I do not know whether it 
represents an advance or a retrocession. I have 

, therefore abstained from voting. 

The President : 

Translation : l\1. Sugimura's statement will 
be included in the record of the meeting. 

I . believe the first · delegate of the Irish 
Free State also wishes· to make a statement 
concerning his vote. 

Mr. MacWhite (Irish Free State) : 
Translation : l think that the addendum 

submitted has the effect of weakening the 
Hague Convention, and I cannot accept it. 

The President : 

Translation : ·The· Sub-Committee's anrend
ment has been adopted, 13 delegations voting 
in favour, one against and 14 abstaining., 

The amendment was adopted. 

The President : 

Translatiot1 : According to the rules of pro
cedure, we should now vote on the proposal 
as amended- that is to say, the United States 
proposal, together with the Sub-Committee's 
amendment. 

The article reads !1-S follows : 

"The contracting Parties shall enact effec
tive laws or regulations for the control 
of the production and distribution of raw 
opium so that there will be no surplus 
available for purposes not strictly medical 
or scienti fie. 

''The foregoing provision shall not ope
rate to prevent the production for expor
tation, or. exportation, of raw opium for 
the purpose of making prepared opium, 
into those territories where the use of pre
pared opium is still tt'mporarily permitted 
under Chapter II of the Hague Convention 
of 1912, so long as such exportation is in 
conformity with the · provisions of this 
Convention. •• 

We will take a vote by roll-call. 
The following delegations have 

favour of the article as amended : 
voted in 

..l 

Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, British 
Empire, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, India, Italy, Luxemburg, Nether
lands, Portugal, Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes, Siam, Switzerland, Turkey. 

The following delegations abstained from 
votil;tg : 

Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Egypt, 
Irish Free State, Japan, Persia, Poland, Spain,, 
Sweden. · 
' The United States proposal, as amended, has 
been adopted by the Con~erence, 19 delcg~ti_ons 
voting in favour, none agamst, and 9 abstammg. 
· The article as am~nded was adopted. 

The President : 

Translation : This article must be referred 
to the· Drafting Committee for the slight modi-· 
fications "required· in ·the: text. It· will come 
before· the Conference ·again . on the ~cond 
reading of the draft Convention, ' (Assent.) . 
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91. APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION TO 
STUDY THE DIFFICULTIES CONNECT
ED WITH THE LIMITATION OF THE 
PRODUCTION OF OPIUM IN CERTAIN 
PRODUCING COUNTRIES: EXAMINA
TION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
MADE BY SUB-COMMITTEE B. 

The President : 
Translation : We have not yet settled all 

the questions connected with the examination 
of Sub-Committee B's report. as the latter 
contains recommendations relating to the Com
mission of Enquiry in the Far East and in 
Persia which are not quite clear (see Annex). 
In order to remove all doubt as to the scope 
of Sub-Committee B's recommendations, I' 
Will ask Mr. Shepherd, the Rapporteur, to be 
good enough to give the Conference further 
infor1nation on the question. 

Mr. Shepherd (Australia) Rapporteur : 
When Article I of the United States Sugges

tions was first discussed by Sub-Committee 
B, the voting showed that none of the producing 
countries could accept the proposal uncondi
tionally or without further investigation. The 
United States delegation then submitted- a 
motion regarding_ this Commission of Enquiry. 
Much discussion took place on this proposal and 
it was finaiJy accepted in its present form by the 
Sub-Committee on the condition that it was 
amended to provide for the appointment of a 
Commission under the auspices of the League 
of Nations. 

The United States delegate, however, reser
ved this point for further consideration, but 
at the later meetings of the Sub-Committee, 
when he was asked for an explanation of this 
point, he stated that the matter had been dealt 
with in the report of the Sub-Committee and 
referred to the Conference, and the question 
was no longer one for the Sub-Committee but 
for the Conference to deal with. - It is rather 
difficult, therefore, to say what the final atti
tude of the United States delegation was. 

The . Sub-Committee certainly passed the 
resolution but apparently the United States 
de~ega~ion was 1_10t satisfied and proposed to 
bnng 1t up agam at the full Conference. I 
am incline~ ~o think that they took that atti
tl.de of wathng to see what the final decision 
of the full Conference was on Article I. 

That first resolution has therefore been passed 
by Sub-Committee B, and it is a matter for the 
full Conference now to decide whether it will 
ad~pt it o~ delete it in view of the subsequent 
actt_on wh1ch has been taken with regard to 
Art1cl~ I _of the U~ited States proposal, which 
I am mclmed to thmk would satisfy the United 
States delegation. 

With regard to the second resolution which 
deals wit_h the question of the appointment of 
a Comm1ttee of Investigation to consider the 
P~rsian ~ituation, the report of the Sub-Com
mittee Will show that this resolution was adopted 
but th~t, at subsequent meetings, the Persian 
delegatu;m made_ a reservation which more or 
less nulh~es the decision of the Sub-Committee. 
The Pers1a_n_ delegation takes exception to some 
of the addthons to the resolution. PersonaiJy 
I a~. not prepared to accept it without those 
addtttons, and it again becomes a matter for 
the fu~l Conference to say whether it will 
accept 1t or not. 

• 
A further point is that the subsequent deli-

berations of the Conference seemed to indicate 
that a Commission of Enquiry will take place 
in any event, and I am inclined to think myself 
that there is not any necessity to have three 
Commissions of Enquiry. The report of Sub
Committee B suggests two Commissions of 
Enquiry, and the Protocol, which we have been 
dealing with to-day, I think more or less 
indicates a further Commission of Enquiry. 
I very much doubt whether I should definitely 
state the wishes of Sub-Committee B on this 
matter in view of these facts : first of all, that 
the United States delegation did not indicate 
what it wished to bring before the full Confe
rence, and in the second place the Persian 
delegation makes a reservation which I do not 
think will be accepted by Sub-Committee B. 

The President : 
Translation : We now have to decide whe

ther or not we shall accept the proposal made 
by Sub-Committee B. We must first, however, 
understand what that suggestion is. For that 
reason I asked the Rapporteur for further infor
mation, but I am stili in doubt . 

On the one h_and, there is the suggestion made 
by Sub-Comm1ttee B that a Commission of 
Enquiry should be sent to the Far East a· 
Commission which might or might not 'be 
under the auspices of the League of Nations ; 
that was the reason for the reservation to the 
original proposal. The author of that proposal 
is no longer here. We therefore have to deal 
with a proposal accepted by Sub-Committee B 
on condition that the Commission of Enquiry 
is placed under the auspices of the League. 

On the other hand, there is a proposal con
cerning a Commission of Enquiry to visit Persia. 
A reservation has been submitted by the Persian 
delegation which, I think, makes it impossible 
t? agree to the appointment of such a Commis
sion. 

Such being the case, as there is no special 
mention in Sub-Committee B's report, I find 
myself faced by a difficulty, since the Sub
Committee first arrived at an agreement and 
then added a reservation submitted by one of 
its members which makes it unacceptable. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh, delegate of Persia, 
wiJI address the Conference. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : I agree that I submitted a 

reservation, but in so doing I stated that Persia 
accepted the United States proposal. I can 
only accept what I have already agreed to 
accept in the report. The United States pro
posal is that a Commission of Enquiry should 
be sent to Teheran ; I telegraphed to my 
Government, which accepts the suggestion. 
What I have just stated I have already sub
mitted in writing. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon the Chairman of 

Sub-Committee B to give us his views on the 
matter. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I think that, if the Confer

ence approves, we might perhaps accept the 
first resolution proposed by Sub-Committee B. 
This resolution has been approved by the pro
ducing countries which are represented on that 
Sub-Committee. 
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As regards the second proposal, since reser
vations have. been submitted, we might treat 
it as a recommendation of the Conference · 
this .would me~n that we need not settle any 
det~l~ conc~rnmg the Commission of Enquiry 
to v1s1t Pers1a. 

The President : 

Translation : Mehmed Sureya Bey delegate 
of Turkey, will address the Conferen~e. 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 

Translation :. As the Chairman has explai
ned, Sub-Co~m~ttee B agreed on the question 
of the Comm1sstons of Enquiry. Mrs. Hamilton 
Wright. had aske~ that they might be sent to 
producmg countnes, and the recommendation 
might therefore be regarded as accepted by 
Sub-Committee B. I fully support M. Chodzko's 
proposal. 

The President 

Translation : Viscount Cecil, delegate of 
the British Empire, will address the Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 

I should just like to understand the position 
clearly.. I have read this proposal, and appa
rentl,y 1t leaves this Conference the duty of 
workmg out all the details regarding this Com
mission of Enquiry, how it is to be appointed 
and what it is to do. We certainly are not 
going to undertake such a duty at this stage 
of the Conference - at least I hope we are 
not. 

I cannot think that we can accept such a 
proposal, for I do not quite see where it will land 
us. The proposal accepts the principle of a Com
mission and the principle that the Conference 
is to decide what it is to do and where it is to 
go. The proposal is not apparently a recom
mendation to the Council of the League of 
Nations. If it were so, I should see no diffi
culty. But I certainly could not vote for it 
as it stands, .as it seems to me to be quite 
incomplete. 

The President : 

Translation : Mr. Shepherd, delegate of Aus
tralia, will address the Conference. 

Mr. Shepherd (Australia) Rapporteur : 

I entirely agree with what Viscount Cecil has 
said, and I was about to make almost the same 
remark. This resolution was only proposed 
by the United States delegation after the Sub
Committee had rejected its proposals for Article 
I. I feel pretty well satisfied myself that the 
action which we have just taken this afternoon in 
accepting the United States proposal would 
have satisfied the United States delegation. I 
feel sure that the delegation would have accep
ted the amendment to Article I at an early 
stage of the proceedings and would therefore 
not have asked for a Commission of Enquiry. 
In view, therefore, of the action which we 
have taken this afternoon, I personally am 
not prepared to vote at this stage in favou~ of 
this Commission of Enquiry. , I do not thm_k 
the Sub-Committee would have passed this 
motion if we had been in the position that we 
are in to-day. 

The President : 
Translation : 1\Iehmed Surey~ Bey dele

gate of Turkey, will address the Conferen'ce. 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
.Translation : .Mrs. Hamilton Wright sub

mitted the proposal that a Commission of 
Enquiry sh?~d '!>e appointed, as we had explai
ned ~he pos1t1on m our country, a position which 
apphes to all producing countries. The propo
sal was accepted by Sub-Committee B. The 
situation, however, is altered now. We have 
adopted Article I with reservations. If a 
Comm~ssion of Enquiry is sent to the producing 
countnes, the reservations will be withdrawn. 
To send such a Commission would therefore be 
a means of doing away with the reservations 
relating to Article I of the United States pro
posals. 

• 
The President 
Translation : Viscount Cecil, delegate of 

the British Empire, will address the Conference. 

Viscount Cecil (British Empire) : 
May I suggest a compromise ? Let us strike 

out the last two paragraphs of the first reso
lution, which throw upon this Conference the 
duty of determining the manner of appointment 
of the Commission, the question of the quali
fication of the members, the steps to be taken 
to obtain the necessary funds and the manner 
in which it is to make its report. 

Evidently, we cannot possibly carry out 
those obligations now, but if we made the third 
paragraph a recommendation to the Council 
of the League of Nations instead of a recom
mendation to the Conference, we might leave 
all the details to be settled by the League of 
Nations if it accepted the recommendation. 

The third paragraph would therefore read : 
"Sub-Committee B recommends to the Council 
of the League of Nations that careful conside
ration be given to the question of the 
appointment of a Commission", and so on. It 
can then be left to the Council of the League 
of Nations to say whether or not it thinks that 
is a recommendation that is practically possible. 
At any rate, I do not think we can possibly go 
into the matter further to-night.· After what 
has been said by the delegate for Turkey, I 
should not feel quite happy to "do nothiilg 
at all. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I understand that the Con

ference refers the proposal to the Council of 
the League. 

Viscount Cecil : That is so. 

The President : 
Translation : The Conference adopts th& 

reports as interpreted by Visconnt Cecil. The 
Drafting Committee will submit a text which 
will, I think, be inserted in the Final Act of the 
Conference. Sub-Committee B may regard its 
report as accepted by the Conference and refer
red to the Drafting Committee. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : Before the meeting is adjour

ned, I should like to know whether there is to be 
only one reading of the Articles of the Convention 
or whether there will be a second reading and 
a second vote. 
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The Preeldent ~ 

TrartSltdion: There will be another reading -
the final one- and you will have an opportunity 
of submitting any observations. 

M. El Gulndy_ (Egypt) : 
Translation : And of presenting our view ? 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : I would remind you that, at 

the beginning of the first reading, I asked 
members to give their opinions then as far 
as possible. 

M. El Culndy (Egypt) : 

Translation 
not present ; 
·certain points 

: Some of the members were 
I myself was not there when 
were. being discussed. 

The Preeldent : 

Translation : We have not even concluded 
our examinatiorr of the "definitions", so that
you still have an opportunity of speaking. 

Our next meeting will be at 3 p.m. to-morrow. 

The Conference rose at 7 p.m. 
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92. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE B : ARTICLE 1 OF 
THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES : STATEMENT BY THE 
BRAZILIAN DELEGATE REGARDING 
THE VOTE TAKEN AT THE TWENTY
NINTH MEETING. 

The Preeiden\ : 
Translation : One of the delegations has 

requested permission, before we begin ~o-day's 
business to make statements regarding the 
vote taken at our last meeting on the question 
of Article I. - . 

We shall have fo deal with this article agam 
to-day, but as this delegation has expresse~ a 
desire to make its statements at the earhest 
possible moment I have acceded to its request. 

I call on the first delegate of Brazil to speak. 

M. Pernambuco (Brazil) : 
Translation : At the last plenary meeting, 

when a separate vote was taken on the amend
ment to Article I of the United States S~gges
tions, Brazil stated that she would abstam. 

• -I 

Article I was then put to the vote, and we 
voted "yes", believing that we were voting 
on Article I with the smaller amendment con
cerning coca leaves. 

On reading the record of the meeting, we 
regret to observe that the vote was taken on 
Article I of the United States Sug~estions 
with both the smaller and the larger amendments. 
In these circumstances, the Brazilian delegation, 
in order to be consistent, desires to state that 
it abstains from voting and asks that this state
ment shall appear in the record of to-day's 
meeting. 

The Preeiden\ : 
Translation : The Brazilian delegate's state

ment will be included in the record of the 
meeting. 

93. FIRST READING OF THE DRA" 
CONVENTION : ARTICLE 1: STATE
MENT BY THE DELEGATE OF THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC REGARDING 
THE VOTE TAKEN ON THE DEFINI
TION OF PREPARED OPIUM. 

The Preelden\ : 
Translation : I call upon the delegate of 

the Dominican Republic to speak. 

M. Betancee (Dominican Republic) : , 
Translation : We have voted in favour of 

the suppression of the definition of p~epared 
opium contained in the Hague Convention and 
the draft of the new Convention, not only 
because this definition is quite misleading 
but also because I hope - indeed I am prac
tically certain - that at the proper moment the 
Spamsh delegate will propose a more accurate 
and clearer definition of prepared opium and 
dross and all other residues of opium for smoking. 

The Preelden\ 1 
Translation : I thought it better not to 

rule out the above statements, but we cannot 



engage in a discussion. If, however, ·the Spa
-nish delegate, since he has been named by the 
Dominican delegate, desires to make a short 
statement on this point only, I invite him to 

·do so. 

M. de Palacios_ (Spain) 
Translation : I quite agree with the Presi

dent. I thought that the question had already 
been settled, but as our colleague has expressed 
·a hope that the Spanish delegation will pro
pose a definition of prepared opium, I must 
inform him that it was not our intention to 
do so. If, however, the Conference so desires, 
we will accede to his request. Otherwise we 
will place ourselves at the disposal of the repre
\lentative of the Dominican Republic to give 
him any further explanations he may desire, but 
outsi~e the Conference. 

M. Betances (Dominican Republic) : 
Translation : Thank you, gentlemen. 

94. EXAMINATION -OF .THE REPORT OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE F : THE QUESTION 
OF HEROIN. 

The President : 
Translation : Members of the Conference 

will" remember 'that when . we considered the 
various reports of the Sub-Committees, we . 
held over ·certain points, including a point in 
connection with Article I 'which was discussed 
at our last meeting.· If to-day we revert to 
Article I, it is not in order to discuss the report 
but to hear the first reading of the article. 

The first item on our agenda concerns· the 
two parts held over in connection with the ques
tion of heroin and Indian hemp. We will begin 
with the question of heroin. I declare open the 
discussion on this part of the report of Sub-
Committee F (see annex). . 

M. Carriere, delegate of Switzerland and 
Chairman of Sub-Committee F, will address the 
Conference. · 

M. Carriere (Switzerland), Chairman of Sub
Committee F : 

Translation : You have· before you the 
re_.>o~ of Sub-Committee F, dealing with the 
question of heroin. The resolutions contained 
in this report were almost unanimously adopted 
at _the beginning, but the report itself should, I 
thmk, be re-examined to-day by the members 
of Sub-Committee F. · 
. We. hav_e before us two ·proposals : that 

contamed·m our report and the proposal which 
will be submitted by one of the members of the 
Conference. As the author of the first proposal 
was M. de Myttenaere, the Belgian delegate, it 
was agreed that he should submit a report on 
the proposal appearing in the report of Sub
Committee F. I would therefore request you 
to be good enough, Mr. President, to call 
upon the Belgian delegate to speak. 

The President : 

Translation : I understand that another 
delegati?n has an amendment to propose. 
Would 1t not be better for this amendment to 
be submitted first, in order that M. de Mytte
naere may, if he so desires, comment thereon 
later? 

I call upori M. Perrot, delegate of France, 
to address the Conference. 

. . 
M, Perrot (France) 
Translation : Mr. President, gentlemen, I 

thank the Chairman of Sub-Committee F for 
having submitted the question in this way. 
A difference of opinion does, in fact, exist -
I might say one of the few differences of opi
nion which have arisen in· Sub-Committee F. 
The .question was dealt with in this Sub
Committee from .various points of view. First 
of all the United States delegation proposed the 
total and radical suppression of heroin. The 
Sub-Committee felt that such totaLsuppression 
was impossible and would in any case be going 
beyond the sphere of the Sub-Committee's -
and even the Conference's - competence. 

A new proposal has been made to the effect 
that heroin should continue to be treated as it 
is treated in the Hague Convention - that 
is to say that the use of this substance should 
still be tolerated and that it should be given 
the same treatment as certain products which 
are allowed to circulate. and which contain, 
for instance, 0.20 per cent morphine. o.Io per 
cent.cocaine, and o.Io per cent heroin. 

I do not think - although I am fully pre
pared to listen to arguments to the contrary -
that there are any sufficient technical or scien
tific reasons for granting heroin a privileged 
position. But, as its name indicates, it is an 
heroic medicament ; and consequently, since 
it is a medicament, I do not see why we should 
"mete out to it a treatment entirely. different 
from that which we have accorded to mor
phine and cocaine. The French delegation is 
therefore of opinion that there is no need to 
alter the Hague G:onvention. Accordingly, it 
has submitted an amendment, which is really 
no amendment at all, because it merely pro
poses that the present situation shall be main-
tained. · 

I am fully prepared to listen to arguments on 
the other .side, but I do not think that any can 
exist, except those of a sentimental character. 
There is no reason why .we should. deal more 
severely with heroin than with morphine and 
cocaine, or why we should ;draw up Draconian 
measures for the complete suppression of 
heroin; which is a very active product from 
preparations whic~ do not give rise to toxico
mania. 

On behalf of the French delegation, I main
tain our request that heroin should continue 
to be dealt with as in the Hague Convention. 

The President : 
Translation : I understand, M. Perrot, that 

you nevertheless desire a slight change of phra
seology in the text of the Hague Convention, 
namely : that the word "heroin•• should be 
replaced by "diacetylmorphine". 

M. Perrot (France) : · · 
Translation : Everybody admits this change, 

because the word "heroin" is a registered trade 
name belonging to a commercial firm. We 
have therefore replaced it by '~diacetylmor
phine" in every case. · 

The President : 

Translation : I call upon M. de Myttenae~e. 
delegate of Belgium, to address the Conference. 
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M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : · · · 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and gen

tlemen, the Conference will perhaps rememtJer 
that it was at my suggestion that the United 
States proposal concerning the suppression of 
heroin or diacetylmorphine was referred to 
Sub-Committee F. My intention was not only 
to spa!e th~ Conference in plenary meeting a 
long discussion of a purely scientific character 
but also to make . to the Sub-Committee of 
experts a proposal which, while not so extreme 
as that of my United States colleagues, might, 
as I hoped, meet the latter's wishes. 

Article 14 of the Opium Convention of 1912 
exempts from the provisions of this Convention 
preparations, officinal or non-officinal contain-

' ing. not more th~n 0.2 per cent ~10rphine, 
0.1 per cent cocame, or 0.1 per cent heroin. 
Th~s means, in other words, that these prepa
rations may be bought and sold without any 
restrictions and supplied by chemists without 
a doctor's prescription. . 

My proposal was that all the provisions of 
the Convention - particularly that concerning 
medical prescriptions -. should be made to 
apply to all preparations containing diacetyl-

. morphine. This proposal was adopted by a 
large majority of the Sub-Committee of experts. 
Its object was to limit the consumption o.f 
diacetylmorphine to a strict minimum, thus 
bringing about, first of all, a reduction - and 
later on ·perhaps the suppression - of the 
manufacture of this alkaloid. 

Our Rapporteur, Professor Perrot, combated 
· this proposal in the Sub-Committee as he has 
done here, He explains that it is sentiment 
which led the Sub-Committee, "in contrast to 
the stipulations of the previous article as regards 
morphine and cocaine, to adopt, ·as regards 
preparations of heroin, the suppression of the 
percentage - which means, in practice, that 
it is impossible to sell to the public any prPpa
ration containing even the smallest quantity 
of heroin without a medical prescription". 

I venture to think that :!II.' Perrot is mistaken. 
It is not a question of sentiment but a purely 
scientific question ; and here I would ask the 
Conference to allow me to make a short expla
nation. 

Medicinal opium contains 10 per cent of 
morphine, while the coca leaf contains varying 
quantities of cocaine. ·It is therefore impossible 
to conceive of any delivery of opium or coca 
leaf which does not constitute a delivery of 
morphfne or cocaine. But neither ~pium ~or 
the coca leaf contain diacetylmorphme. D1a-

_ cetylmorphine is not a natural product. -
it is a chemical product derived from mor-
phine. . 

We must authorise chemists to supply, on 
their own responsibility, preparations contai~i~g 
small quantities of opium or coca leaf, and It IS 
therefore necessary to exempt fro~ the pr<; 
visions of the Convention preparations contai
ning certain doses of moryhin~ or _cocaine. 
The action of these alkaloids IS umversally 
known and the number of preparations con-• . . 
taining them, which cannot m any way gtve 
rise to a habit, is considerable. 

But there is no reason to adopt the same 
attitude as ·regards preparations co~taining 
diacetylmorphine. Certa!n States - vu: the 
United States of Amenca, Canada, Poland, 
Brazil, Norway and the lrjsh Free S~ate -
have · already decided to declare diacetyl-

morphine to be a medicament the use.of which is 
no~ essential and which, as compared with mor
ph~ne, possesses only one advantage, vi:r. : · that 
It Is, in far smaller doses, an excellent narcotic. 
Other Statt>s, includin,:: France (see in this 
connection Professor H. Coutiere's brochure 
circulated to us by the French delegation) 
consider that "heroin l)Ossesses special pro
p~rties ~ it acts more rapidly and can be 
~!Ven m smaller doses than morphine. It 
IS undoubtedly useful in diseases of the res
piratory tract, and its action is thrice as 
powerful as that of morphine. It possesses 
real advantages over the lattt>r, for it greatly 
stimulates intestinal pt>ristalsis without dis
turbing the digestive functions, and it produces 
neither nausea nor vomiting". 
. Is it not quite clca~ from the French concept 

t1on of the therapeutical value of diacetylmor
phine that this drug ought most ct>rtahl1y to 
be prescribed by a doctor according to circum
stances and ought not to be introduced into 
offidnal preparations offered to the public in 
the form of patent medicines and supplil•d to 

·any customer without enquiry or without a 
doctor's prescription ? · 

Those are the reasons for my proposal. They 
are quite unconnected with sentiment, their 
only object being to safeguard public health 
and to assist in the campaign against the 
abusive use of narcotics. M. Perrot does 
more than ask for the maintenance of the 
provisions of 1912 and the supply, without 
medical prescription, of preparations containing 
0.1 per cent of heroin : he undertakes to 
study the possibility of completely suppressing 
the manufacture of this alkaloid. I hope my 
honourable colleague will not take it amiss 
if I say that I do not understand him. . 

He demands exemptions from the provisions 
of the Convention ; he demands, that is to 
say, delivery, without prescription or records 
of accounts, of preparations containing o. X 
per cent of heroin or a half-gramme per bottle 
of soo c.cm., hundreds of thousands of which 
may, in the form of patent medicines, be issued 
throughout the world. . 

On the other hand, he says that he will con
sider the possibility of suppressing the manufac; 
ture of diacetylmorphine. What Professor Per· 
rot asks and what he promises are in my OQi
nion two quite contradictory proposals. The 
only measure which can enlighten the world as 
to the need or otherwise of diacetylmorphine 
and lead eventually to suppressing the manu
facture would be to make the supply of all 
preparations of diacetylmorphine in any form 
whatever subject to the production of a medical 
prescription. . . 

I have been asked to quote cases of toxtco
mania due to pharmaceutical preparations con
taining heroin. If such cases had been unknown 
I should never have made my proposal. Isola
ted cases, you may say; but these cas~s are 
always possible ; they depend on. parttcular 
circumstances and the total quantity of the 
alkaloid contained in the preparation. This 
is what led my friend Professor Perrot to vote 
for the proposal in the first instance. 

About three years ago, in Belgium. chemists 
placed on the market certain patent medicines 
intended to pu~ children. to sleep. These 
medicines contained morphme. Several cases . 
of intoxication were noted. 

Under the Royal Decree of April 25th, 1922, 
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it is forbidden to supply, except on a medical 
prescription, any preparation containing any 
quantity of narcotics whatever if the prepa
ration in question is intended for children under 
three years of age. 

What did the patentees do ? They changed 
their formula and the patent medicines are 
sold as before. 

Mr. President, gentlemen, I would draw your 
special attention to this. This is not a ques
tion of reducing production or manufac
ture ; it is not a question of seriously pre
judicing private interests. It is really the 
first positive attempt to reduce the consumption 
of a narcotic drug. For the sake of that spirit 
which characterises Geneva, for the hono_ur 
of this Conference, I venture to hope that we 
sj.all unanimously agree to the text adopted 
by the large majority of the Sub-Committee 
of exJ-erts. (Applause). 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : M. Perrot, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : Mr. President, gentlemen, I 

thought, in coming here, that we had bee1;1 con
vened to consider how narcotic drugs might 
be prevented from getting into the hands of 
the public in such a way as to become a danger 
to any of the nations represented here. I do not 
think that the discussion to which you are now 
listening has this object in view, for I do not 
know of any case proving that pharmaceutical 
specialities have become a danger to any 
nation. 

In these circumstances I ask your permission 
to examine the arguments which have been laid 
before me. I propose to be brief, for in my 
opinion this is not a question which ought to 
take up too much of the precious time of this 
Conference, which has other and more serious 
.work to accomplish, in view of the fact that the 
present question is simply that of tolerating 
something which has been admitted since 1912. 

I have been told - and a French text has 
been quoted in support of the statement -
that "heroin was three times as powerful as 
morphine". If it is more powerful, and if we 
deuded that something ought to be done to 
draw the attention of public opinion to the 
matter, I should certainly have agreed to an 
indication being given. 

If, on the contrary, we desire the disap
pearance of certain drugs which are bought and 
sold in the world market in the course of lawful 
trade, and have so far caused no trouble and 
!f the specially dangerous character of heroin 
1s to be our pretext, then the Hague Convention 
!fiUSt be modified, and that is the point at 
1ssue. In . thus demanding total suppression, 
we are gomg to exaggerated lengths, much in 
the sa:me way as the United States delegation 
when It proposed that codein and the other non
narcotic derivatives of morphine alluded to by 
M. de Myttenaere should be included in the 
Convention. To revert to heroin, I do not think 
~he. b3:re fact of its being a morphine derivative 
IS m Itself a ~ufficient rea~on for making this 
drug the subject of drastic regulations. 

As regards the conversations which I have 
been. able to ~ave with some of our number, 
particularly w1th my Belgian colleague, I will 

repeat that in my private capacity, I regret that 
new medicaments of an extremely dangerous 
character such as heroin might make their 
appearance in the. scientific ~orld. Nob?dy 
is to blame for this except Science, who 1s a 
severe ·mistress and before whose will we must 
bow. Since the question of suppressing the 
distribution of a medicament has been raised, 
why should we not once again go into the whole 
question of competence ? 

It is not for me to say whether heroin ought 
to be abolished some day. If we desire to 
reach a conclusion concerning heroin, we must 
consult the great medical authorities of the 
world who alone are compete.nt to express 
a definitive opinion. Moreover, if the Advisory 
Committee on Opium, which recently met, took · 
no other decision than that which is included 
in the Hague Convention, it acted according 
to its conviction. 

If heroin is by far the most active and most 
dangerous product, we are prepared to assist 
you in regulating its use ; but I think that the 
quantity in question does not constitute a 
danger to society. 

Finally, since it is the habit, when making a 
declaration, to conclude with an appeal to sen
timent, I would like to say that I desire as much 
as anyone to see the abolition, for all illicit pur
poses, of the use of narcotic drugs which are 
a danger to the world and against which we 
must wage intensive and ruthless warfare. 

The President : 
Translation : M. de Myttenaere, delegate 

of Belgium, will address the Conference. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : M. Perrot has just alluded 

to the Health Section of the League of Nations
or rather to the Advisory Committee. In this 
connection I should like to remind you of what 
the Health Section of the League of Nations 
said on diacetylmorphine or heroin : · 

"Diacetylmorphine (heroin) is a very 
dangerous drug, still more toxic than mor
phine and still more dangerous as regards 
the forming of the drug habit. Since the 
pharmacologists and clinical practitioners 

· admit that heroin can be dispensed with 
in therapeutics, the Mixed Sub-Committee 
recommends that the possibility of entire
ly forbidding its manufacture should be 
considered." (Document O.D.C. 73.) 

The Health Section of the League of Nations 
goes further than I do. I only request the 
reduction of an exaggerated and abusive dis
tribution of an heroic medicament without 
advice from a doctor. 

The President : 
Translation : I call on M. Betances, dele

gate of the Dominican Republic, to speak. 

M. Betancee (Dominican Republic) : 
Translation : In Sub-Committee F I sup

ported the contention. that we have not the 
right completely to suppress the manufacture 
of heroin, because, even if it is a very dangerous 
drug and many doctors think that it could be 
dispensed with in therapeutics, there are many 
others who consider it to be very effective .. 
I should tell you that there are certain medicines 
containing heroin which I employ for my per
sonal use and which I could not do without. · 
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I propoSe a solution half way between that 
suggested by M. Perrot and that suggested 
by- the delegate ?f Belgium, namely : that 
we should not forbid the manufacture of heroin 
but should reduce the quantity proposed by 
M. Perrot. 

The President : • 
. Translation : M. Perrot, delegate of France, 

Will address the Conference. . 

M. Perrot (France) : 

Tr!''!slation : I_ thank the delegate of the 
Dom1mcan Republic for the statement which 
he has made. He c?rroborates practically all 
~y statem~nts, lendmg to them the weight of 
his authonty and personal observo:rtions. As 
we have ourselves admitted that the dose 
appeare~ to be too strong, I willingly agree to 
reduce 1t by 50 per cent - that is to say to 
o.os. I do not think that anybody could say 
that su~h a dose could produce any harmful 
effe.ct either on individual consumers or on 
SOCiety. 

The President : 

Translation : M. Chodzko delegate of Po-
land, will address the. Confer~nce. . 

-
M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : . When considering the French 

proposal we must ask ourselves what is its 
true significance. It is suggested, you will 
observe, to exempt a product from a provision 
of the. Hague Convention, as has already been 
done m the case of "morphine and cocaine. 
What. ~s the object of this exemption ? It is 
to fac1~1tate the e_m~loy!Dent of this drug without 
a med1cal prescnphon m urgent cases. That is 
the only object in view. · 

Although we can admit that, as regards mor~ 
phine, there are urgent cases - cases of intense 
suffering- in which morphine must be obtained 
immediately without .a doctor's prescription, I 
do not see that there is any need to extend these 
facilities to medicines the urgent use of which 
is not so justified. Indeed, if we already have 
morphine, it is not necessary- since heroin pro
duces the same effects-. to extend the facilities 

. . in question so as to include a second medica
ment which does not render any different ser
vices. In short, morphine is sufficient for all 
purposes. _ 

Neither do I see, by the way, why we shnuld 
admit an exemption in the case of. cocaine, which 
is never an urgent medicament. 

It is highly interesting to observe that in 
Article 9 of the new draft Convention which 
we have before us we have already provided for 
the possibility of chemists supplying the drug 
in urgent cases without a medical prescription. 
M. Perrot himself drew up this article at our 
request. Article g, as it stands, is ·quite suf
ficient. There is no need to admit further 
exemptions outside this article. 
· Turning now to the consideration of heroin,· 
I think we should once more stress the' fact 
that, by allowing morphine to ·be supplied 
without medical prescription, we have com
pletely fulfilled our obligations towards suffering 
humanity. · 

In support of this point of view I will only ven
ture to read a few lines from a letter sent by 
the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine at Warsaw. 

This. letter is addressed to the Director of . 
Pubhc Health and contains the followin" 
passage : . "' 

" ... In the opinion of the ·council of the 
Faculty of Medicine at Warsaw University, 
as expressed at its met•ting on !\lay 9th, 
1924, the manufacture of ht•roin could be 
completely suppressed wit bout any dctri· 
ment to therapeutics. . 

"Diacetylmorphine, or heroin is of no 
·greater positive value than 'morphine 
althou~h far _mor~ toxic. As regards it~ 
calm_ah~·e action m. the case of coughing, 
herom 1s. less effective than codl'in, or at 
any rate 1s no more effective than the latter 
non-toxic and well-known alkaloid. The 
prolonged use of heroin leads to hcroino
mania, which, as-regards its effects, is much 
more dangerous than morphinomania it~clf. 

"Taking into account the fact that heroin 
is not more effective as a medicament than 
morphine and codcin, and that it leads 
with far greater ease to acute intoxication 
and the habit of permanent abusive usc 
there i~ ~o reason to oppose the proposai 
to proh1b1t the manufacture of heroin. On 
the contrary, this suggestion should receive 
support." . 

The Polish Government therefore, acting on 
the unanimous advice of all the Polish Faculties 
of Medi_cine, has requested the total suppression 
of herom. To-day, however, we are discussing 
only ~he question of the exemption of heroin -
that IS to say, the possibility of facilitating the 
smuggling of this drug, for if we allow the supply 
of heroin in even minimum doses, it will be 
possible by boiling to obtain considerable 
quantities of the toxic substance. We accord 
exemption in the case of morphine for reason~ 
of humanity and in order to prevent suffering 
in urgent cases. But it is not necessary for 
us to accord a further exemption in the case 
of heroin. . 

1\l. Perrot has told us that he docs not know 
of any case of intoxication by heroin. I would 
remind him that in this country, not more than 

. two months ago, there occurred at Lausanne 
a very important case of intoxication by 
heroin on a large scale in which two or three 
persons lost their lives . 

Although we no longer demand suppressio~ 
- for the majority of the members of this 
Conference would not agree to it - I could not 
in any case accept the proposal at present 
before us, and if the Conference accepted it 
I should, on behalf of my Government, have 
to make the fullest possible reservations. 

The President : 
Translation: M. Carriere, delegate of Switzer· 

land, will address the Conference. 

M. Carriere (Switzerland), 
Sub-Committee F : 

I 
Chairman of 

Translatio11 : I do not wish to prolong this 
discussion, which has doubtless lasted long 
enough ; but I should like, before it ends, to 
defend the point of view of Sub-Committee F 
and support the statements made by our emi
nent Belgian colleague at the beginning of the 

·discussion in favour of the proposal adopted by 
a large majority in the Sub-Committee. 

I should like first of all to con firm :.1. · de 
Myttenaere's observations concerning the 



. opinion of the Health Committee of the League 
of Nations, which is composed of very distin
guished experts. This Committee recommended 
that the possibility of prohibiting the manufac
ture and distribution of heroin should be exa
mined. If the Health Committee did not 
think that the 'drug in question could be prohi
bited immediately, that was because medical 
opinion was perhaps not yet absolutely una
nimous as to the therapeutical value of heroin. 

One fact, however, is certain : Heroin, as 
has been stated again and again to-day, is 
a dangerous medicament. Even admitting t_hat 
it has some therapeutical value, it is a medica
ment which, from a therapeutical point of 
view, may be replaced by other drugs. I should 
state that I am not quite in agreement with the 

c eminent \Varsaw professor whose. opinions our 
colleague M. Chodzko has just communicated to 
us. tfhe therapeutical value of this medicament 
is very limited. It is utilised principally in 
cases of tuberculosis, and did I, as a national of 
a country which receives a large number of 
tuberculosis patients, desire to adopt a purely 
material attitude, I might defend heroin, 
for it is used to quite an appreciable extent 
in Switzerland. But I repeat that, as a whole, 
the usefulness of this medicament is restricted, 
and it may, at any rate in most cases, be replaced 
by other drugs. We may therefore say that 
its therapeutical value is practically nil.. . 

In connection _with any value which this 
drug may possess, we must consider its extreme 
danger:. Even in far smaller doses it is more 
dangerous than morphine and cocaine. Heroin 
can, unlike morphine but like cocaine, be taken 
in the form of snuff, and I think that that in 
itself constitutes a very great danger. 

In· reverting to the ideas expressed by the 
Health Committee, Sub-Committee F wished, 
I think, to obtain an indication of our views. It 
did not wish, as the United States requested, 
to prohibit the use of heroin entirely, but it 
desired to .restrict the use of this drug to· abso
lutely indispensable needs. We do not prohi
bit the use of heroin ; we only request that 
its use shall be subject to the formalities of a 
medical prescription in every case. That will 
leave the partisans of heroin a sufficient margin 
and will not give them much scope for vehement 
grotest. . 

Consequently, gentlemen, without wishing to 
prolong the discussion - and I would remind 
you that I speak not as Swiss delegate but 
simply as a member of Sub-Committee F - I 
would recommend the acceptance of the pro
posal now before you. I am afraid that a 
reduction of the percentage would not, in a 
word, be of any real use. We may be requested 
to-morrow to alter these percentages again. 

I think that we ought to follow the initia-
. tive taken by a large number of countries, 
including the United States, Brazil, Poland and 
others. I think it is quite clear that heroin 
is already regarded as a danger, and I feel that 
this Conference ought to adopt Sub-Committee 
F's suggestion as submitted. 

l\1. Perrot said he did not 'wish to invoke 
reasons· of sentiment ; and yet he himself 
adduced. at ·least one sentimental argument, 
and I thmk that on the whole our Conference 
has been actuated from the beginning of the 
deb3:te fa~ more by sentiment than by other 
considerations. 
· lll. Perrot has said that science is a stern 

mistress, before whom he bows. I think, how
ever, that we need not follow out her_commands 
to the· letter or accept her orders 1f they are 
likely to prove dangerous. Science and mistress 
she may be, but we ought not to bow down to 
her. Consequently, Mr. President and gen
tlemen, I wo_uld most earnestly be_g you to adopt 
the conclus10ns of Sub-Comm1ttee · ~· (Ap
plause.) 

The President 
Translation : M. Perrot, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
. Translation· : I once more era ve your par
don for prolonging this discussion, but I think 
that M. Chodzko has been labouring under a 
misapprehension. The question is not one 
of urgent medicaments (medicaments which 
have already. been dealt with. in Article 9) ; 
it is simply one of allowing a certain number 
of medicaments to be available to the public 
subject to no restrictions other than those 
which govern ordinary pharmaceutical pro
ducts. To my mind it is little more than a 
problem of pharmaceutical trade organisation. 
For this reason, I think we -are wasting our 
time in discussing the question ; we are here 
to deal with UJatters of far greater importance. 

I would v,enture to reply to M. Carriere that 
if I defend the use of heroin it is preci«ely 
because it is one of the most important medi
caments in the treatment of tuberculosis in 
its early stages, and I think that tuberculosis is 
a disease concerning \llhich an international 
convention would not be useless. Considering 
the question only from the scientific point of 
view, I beg you to reflect and to examin·e once 
more the situation as it really is : • td believe 
that the question is not one of urgent medica
ments but only of medicaments which . will 
be tolerated and may be obtained by the public 
subject to the provisions of domestic regula
tions, which are in many cases extremely 
severe. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Pernan:tbuco, delegate of 

Brazil, will address the Conference. 

·M. Pernambuco (Brazil) : . 
Translation : The question of heroin has 

often been discussed in Brazil as well as the 
question whether this drug could be completely 
suppressed. The Brazilian National. Depart
ment of Public Health, after going into the 
matter with great care, has declared that heroin 
could be suppressed because it could be re
placed by other medicaments.· 

As regards the employment of this medica
ment in tuberculosis, I can adduce no arguments. 
for or against such use. But I know that it 
has sometimes· been employed in mental diseases 
and that doctors have not been sure whether 
the signs of distress shown by their patients 
were 'due to their illness or to the fact that 
the drug was· no longer being administered. 

In any case the medical authorities in Brazil 
were agreed that it would be desirable to abo
lish the use of this drug. As many doctors still 
believe that we cannot entirely suppress heroin, 
we have decided to support the conclusions sub- · 
mitted ~y Sub-Committee F, 1;1amely : that 

-6 _. 



the ·use. of heroin _should. still be authonsed 
but should be subJect to a medical . · tion. · . . prescnp-

The President : 

Translation : I call upon III El G . d 
d I f E · um y, e egate .o gypt, to speak. 

M. El Guindy ,!Egypt) :· 
-Translation .: IIIr. President, gentlemen, i~ 

. Egy~t . 'Ye suffer greatly from the smug lin 
and _I~Cit ~se of heroin, and the medicalg an~ 

. admrmstrahve authorities in our co t 
f . . th t h un ry are 

o opimon a eroin ought to be completely 
suppr~s~ed. However, as views on this oint 
are ~vrded, I declare that I am in favo~r of 

. placi_ng v~ry severe restrictions on this substance 
I thm~ It ·would be well to leave the Health 
Committee of the Lea?:te of Nations to carry 
o~t t~e ne_ces~ary_ enqumes among international 
~cienh~c mshtuhons with a view to making 
!t possible. f_or us entirely to suppress heroin 
If the enqume_s prov~ conclusive in this respect. 
· We should msert m the Convention a clause 

. to the ~ffect that ·complete suppression will 
be ad!llitted _on the recommendation of the 
Officemternat~onal d'Hygiene publique and the 
Health Commrttee of the League of Nations. 
Th~s we shall not be limited merely to what we 
dec_Ide now .. We -shall leave to technical insti
tutions the nght -to constrain us in. the future 
to carry out the complete suppression of heroin. 

The President : 

.• Translation : If I understand the Egyptian 
del~gate aright, he proposes that a recommen
daho~ shall be inserted in the Final Act. If 
that IS so, I would request M. El Guindy to be 
good enough to submit his recommendation 
in writing. 

Sir 1\!alcolm Delevingne, delegate of the 
British Empire, will address the Conference. 

Sir Malcol~ 'Delevingne (British Empire) : 
The Conference has been listening, for the 

last hour and a-half, to a variety of views expres
sed by the experts of different countries ; it 
has been listening to them with a great deal 
of interest and, I imagine also, with some bewil
derment. · Some experts have been in -favour 
of maintaining . the existing exemption for 
heroin preparations contained in Article 14 
of the Hague Convention ; some have been 
in favour of its complete suppression, and one 
delegate-. the representative of the Dominican 
Republic - has suggested a middle course. 

An English poet of the eigh~eenth century 
once wrote : "Who shall decide when doctors 
disagree ?" · I think a number of delegates 
in this Conference must feel themselves to be 
very much in that position at the present 
moment. , 

I am not going to intervene in regard to the 
. expert side - the technical side - of the ques
tion. The persorr who intervenes in a quarrel 

· of this kind usually attracts the blows of both 
parties. I am, however, going to submit to the 
Conference that this is not a question which 
can be decided ·wholly on technical considera
tions.· · . · 

The proposal before the Conference in the 
report of Sub-Committee F is . a· proposal to 
alter the terms of the Hague Convention. · It 
seems· to me that the question ·which. this 
Conference has to decide is whether a 'Case has 

been ma~e out for that change by those who 
support It. . . . . . . 
. ~ think th~ whole Conference will. agree that 
!t rs not desirable lightly to make alterations 
m the _Hag:ue Convention. States have ado _ 
!ed legtslatro_n on the lines of that Conventi~n . 
m o~der to gtve effect to its provisions, and the 
pubhe have b~~ome accustomed, by this time, 
to those provisions. 

~ suggest that the matter before us is one 
which shoul~ be decided on e\·idence as to the 
actual necesstty of the change. In other words 
has the present exemption been found in th~ 
~xpe~jence of the different countries.' to be 
lnJunous and dangerous to the public ? It· 
seems to me that the onus of proof is on those 
who advocate the change. The question for 
the Conference is: has that onus been ful- ·• 
filled ? If it has, I for one should be prcp~red 
to accept the change. 

I have lc~oked very carefully at the report of 
Sub-Commttte~ F, and the only argument that 
I hav~ found m that report is contained in the 
follo\\1ng passage : . 

"Impr~ssed by the terrible ravagl'S of 
the herom habit, especially in the United 
States of America, the Sub-Committee 
. .. ~dopted th~ suppres~ion of the percentage, 
~htch means, 111 practice_. that it is impos
stble !o. sell to the pubhc any preparation 
cont~mm_g even the ~mallest quantitY, of 
herom wtthout a medtcal prescription. ' 

That is .all that the Sub-Committee says on· 
the point. That is the only argument that 
is adduced in the report of the Sub-Committee 
in favour of the change. I cannot find that the 
Sub-Committee has adduced any proofs and 
I must say that, while listening to the dt~bate 
this morning, I have not heard any proofs to 
show that the exemption allowed by the H~gue 
Convention for preparations which contain a 
very small percentage of heroin is in any way 
responsible for the. ravages of the heroin habit 
to which Sub-Committee F alludes. 

There are two grounds, I think, on which the 
change proposed by the Sub-Committee might 
be justified. The first ground would be if it 
is proved that these preparations give rise 
to the heroin habit or are used by addicts to 
indulge that habit. So far as Great Hritaio, 
is concerned, I am not aware that there is any 
evidence that this is so. I should be very glad 
to hear from the delegations of other countries 
whether there is any evidence in their countries 
that the use of these preparations, and the sale 
of them to the public without a medical .I?res
cription, does, in fact, in any way contnbute 
to heroin addiction. . 

Even if there were evidence in some countries 
to that effect, would that be a reason - I 
submit this to the Conference - why this 
Conference should ask all countries to make 
this change ? Each Government, of course, has 
full liberty to take any measures additional to 
those contained in the Hague Convention which 
it thinks necessary to control the drug traffic 
in its own country. But it seems to me to be 
a question - and a serious question - whether 
the views of some should be imposed on all. 
This is an international convention, in which 
we are trying to arrive, by agreement, at fuller 
and stronger provisions for controlling the drug 
habit and for controlling the international 
traffic, and it seems to me that we cannot base 
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a sound convention on· experience· which is 
only partial. · · 

The second ground on which the change might . 
be justified would be if it could be proved that 
these preparations - preparations containing 
only a very small amount of heroin -.were 
used by persons engaged in the illicit traffic, 
national or international. This is the aspect 
of the matter which is specially interesting to 
the United States of America, who raised this 
question before the Conference. 

Is there any evidence that these prepar!'-tions 
are in fact made use of by those engaged m the 
contraband traffic ? I am not aware of any 
evidence that it is so, and, on the face of it, 
it seems very improbable that it should be so. 
These exempted preparations contain only one 

' part of heroin in one thousand. It is ex
tremely unlikely that persons engaged in the con
traband trade would use preparations con
taining so infinitesimal a proportion of the drug 
which they wish to smuggle in order to carry 
on their operations. It would not be commer-

. cially profitable. · _ 
It seems to me, therefore - and I suggest it 

to the Conference- that, unless there is evidence 
either as regards the one ground which I have 
mentioned or as regards the other, we· should 
consider very carefully whether it is desirable, 
by an international convention, to impose on 
all countries restrictions which may meet with 
opposition in some countries. . 

There are two general considerations which 
I should like to lay before the Conference and 
which seem to me to have some weight. The 
first of those considerations is this: The sup
port on which our ·work must rely, and on 
which the Governments must rely, is the sup
port of public opinion. Now, an extension of 
the provisions of the Hague Convention which 
would make it impossible for the public to 
obtain certain preparations without a medical 
prescription is going to inconvenience the 
public. They will be put to trouble and they 
will be put to expense in order to obtain a medi
cal prescription. The fact that trouble and 
expense will be caused is, of course, no reason 
why that restriction should not be imposed 
if there is sufficient evidence to justify it, and 
I come back to what I said before : is there 
,P.vidence, or is there not, to justify this incon
venience being placed on the public ? 

Unless we can satisfy the public that that 
is tbe case, unless we can convince them that 
this additional restriction is necessary in order 
to meet a public danger, then, I am afraid, we 
must run some risk of alienating a portion, at 
any rate, of public opinion, which is at present 
strongly behind the work of this Conference. 

There is a second general consideration, which 
is this : This change, if it is inserted in the 
new Convention and is accepted by the Govern
ments, will involve in the case of many countries 
(certainly in the case of my own) a change in 
the legislation of the country. The Govern
ment will have to go to Parliament in order to 
get its assent to the change. What case will 
the Governments be able to put before their 

. Parliaments ? They will be asked what evi-
dence there !s as to the necessity for the change, 
and I subnut that we ought to have more evi
dence than we have at present before .we decide 
to accept the change. 

Personally, I have no strong feeling in the 
matter one way or the other. I should be 

glad to hear further evidence, and, if further 
evidence can be produced, I would be· willing, 
as I said just now, to accept the change, or 
I would be willing to accept the solution which 
was proposed by the delegate for the Domini
can Republic, which is to the effect that a middle 
course should be taken and the existing exemp
tion retained, but in a modified form. 

I do submit, however, that this Conference 
should be slow in attempting to impose on all 
countries views which are only held in some, 
and in asking Governments to accept a change 
which they may be unable to justify before 
their own Parliaments and before their own 
people. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Bourgois, delegate of 

France, will address the Conference. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : I do not propose to treat the 

subject from a medical or scientific point of 
view. I speak merely as a member of Sub
Committee F and as author of the draft sub
mitted to the Preparatory Committee, the 
object of which was to tighten up the provisions 
of the Hague Convention against smuggling. 

The three narcotics ..._ morphine, cocaine and 
heroin - possess properties· so similar that it 
does not appear entirely logical to apply to 
preparations containing heroin a treatment 
different from that reserved for preparations 
containing morphine and cocaine. 

It is not the case that preparations containing, 
heroin in the doses permitted under the Hague 
Convention have ever led to abuse. There is 
nothing to prove that these preparations have 
been a source of toxicomania ; nor is it the 
case, as Sir Malcolm Delevingne has rightly 
pointed out, that the illicit trade in heroin 
has ever been carried on by means of such 
preparations. Traffickers would have the grea
test difficulty in extracting narcotics therefrom, 
and they certainly could not do so by boiling, 
as the Polish delegate has suggested. Traf
fickers in pharmaceutical products would obtain 
no advantage from fraudulent practices of this 
kind. · 

· As the author of the draft which tightens 
up the provisions of the Hague Convention, 
I tried to discover where there were loopholes. 

. In France, about three hundred offences are 
dealt with annually. I have examined the 
records of about a thousand cases spread over 
three years. I have never in one single case 
observed that traffickers used such preparations. 
I do not think, then, that the measure now 
submitted to you provides a method for pre
venting illicit traffic which, I repeat, has never 
been carried· on by means of pharmaceutical 
preparations. I do think, however, that this 
measure would · hamper the most legitimate 
forms of trade. 

As Sir Malcolm DeleVingne has said, it would 
not be wise by .means of an international con- · 
vention to force all countries to make a change 
of this kind . 
. I would be ready to withdraw the French pro
posal immediately if proof were forthcoming of 
one single case of toxicomania produced by 
heroin, or a single case of contraband conducted 
by means of ~harmaceutical, preparations. 

In these cucumstances the . French delega
·uon is prepared to support the proposal of the 
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delegate of the _Dominican Republic. I would 
draw your particular attention to Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne's observation : these preparations 
cannot be dangerous, and they cannot be em
ployed in smuggling, because the proportion of 
heroin which they· contain is only 2o in a 
thousand. 

The· President : 
'• 

Translation : Mr. Riddell, delegate of Canada, 
will address the Conference. 

Mr. Riddell (Canada): 
My Government feels that no hardship would 

result from ·the total suppression of heroin. 
This is not only the opinion of the Government 
but the opinion of the best medical authority 
in my CQllntry, based, as I believe, on adequate 
experience.' Therefore I shall support the re
commendation of Sub-Committee F. 

The President : · 
< • • 

Translation : M. Gotuzzo, delegate of Brazil, 
will address the Conference. 

M. Gotuzzo (Brazil) : 
Translation ·: M. Bourgois has thrown out 

a little challenge to the opponents of heroin. 
He has said that if proof were forthcoming 
of one single case of toxicomania produced by 
heroin- · 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
~' . - . - . . 

Translation : . I" said "by heroin prepara-
tions'~. 

M. Gotu zzo (Br,azil) : 
'rra,;slation: ._. he ~ould withdraw the French 

delegation's proposal. Cases of toxicomania 
by heroin are certainly not as numerous as 
those produced by morphine, but they exist. I 
cannot prove my statement here ancl now, as 
I ·should like to, but I remember having read 
reports concerning cases of intoxication by 
preparations containing heroin. If cases of 
intoxication by heroin are not·more numerous, 
it is because people are afraid.of this rne4icarnent 
and because it is not sufficiently well known. 
We doctors are· afraid to give heroin because 
the effects produced by it are often different 
from what we expected. ':fhat is one reason 
why · we should . interr?pt its ·. delivery 
to the public .. Now 1s precisely the brne when 
we should take measures to prevent the wider 
distribution of preparations containing heroin 
and should, if possible, suppress the 4rug corn· 
pletely. · 

The President 
Translation : 'M. de Myttenaere, delegate 

of Belgium, will address the Conference. 

' M:: de Mytte~aer~ (Belgium) : 
Translation : I should like briefly to reply 

to Sir Malcolm Delevingne and· also to M. 
Bourgois. · · ' · . . 
· Their anxiety to change nothmg m the Con
vention seems to tne to be rather extreme, for 
surely we have met here precisel:y _in order to 
make cettain changes in or additiOns to t~e 
Convention. 
· A~ regards internal le!;islation, the ~nven
tion will whatever form 1t may assume, neces
sitate c~rtain changes. The British ~elegate 
has referred to the difficulties which the 

public may experience if our proposal is adopted. 
As a matter of fact, if the Conference accepts 
our point of ,;ew, the patentee will simply 
change his formula, and it will still be possible 
for him to sdl his patent medicine without 
medical prescription, as in the past. It is 
quite certain that our proposal does not at 
all involve the suppression of patent medicines 
but only the prohibition of the delivery of 
heroin without a medical prescription. 

There is no doubt that there have been cases 
of intoxication through preparations containing 

. heroin, the victims becoming heroin addicts. 
I can, if you like, give you names and 
addresses. Please do not tell me that a per
son cannot become a heroin addict by taking 
small doses of this alkaloid when I have seen 
people take in wine glasses or tumblers a sub-• 
stance which they should take in a teaspoon or 
dessertspoon. •' 

I think it is clear, 1\I. Bourgois, that you have 
only had occasion to observe such cases of 
intoxication as have led to convictions. Di4 
not the persons in question begin by taking 
small quantities of heroin and then proceed 
to take larger doses ? We should therefore 
demand, as proposed by the Egyptian delegate, 
the inclusion in the Convention of a proposal 
that the Council of the League of Nations 
shall recommend Governments to conduct an 
enquiry as to the possibility of suppressing the 
manufacture of heroin. 

Our proposal is that heroin should only be 
supplied on the advice of a medical man. 
Statistics of these prescriptions in all countries 
would furnish the best possible evidence as 
to the necessity of heroin or otherwise. 

To allow chemists and manufacturers - for, 
alas, it is not only chemists but also manufac
turers who produce these substances -to offer 
heroin promiscuously to the public is to allow 
the illegal use of medicine. . · , 

I earnestly support the Comrn1ttee of Experts 
point of view. We desire to carry out an 
enquiry int? the necess~ty of ~cr~in .- an 
enquiry wh1ch would g1ve an Indication as 
to the value of this alkaloid, not only from the 
commercial standpoint but also from the medi-
cal point of view. . . 

That is what we must des1re ; 1t represents, 
after all; only the execution of justice in the 
domain of medicine and pharmacy and tl.e 
care of public health. 

The President : 
Translation : M. El Guindy, delegate of 

Egypt, will address the Co~ference. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
"Translation : Although I made a proposal 

concerning the enquiry to be undertaken by. the 
Health Committee of the League of Nation! 
and the Office international d'Hygi~ne publique, 
I did not do so with the sol«: intention t~at 
heroin should only be supplied on med1cal 
prescription. ' I desire to go further. You are 
aware that many countries have alrea~y sup
pressed the use of heroin •. and my des1re was 
to :r;ender the system stncter. and finally to 
achieve the complete suppressiOn of the ~rug. 

The President : 
Translation ; I call upon M. Pinichert, dele

gate of Switzerland, to speak. 



M. Dinlcheri (Switzerland) : 
Translation : It is all the more easy for me 

to intervene in this discussion in that you 
doubtless do not expect me to say anything of 
interest as regards the scientific and medical 
side of the question. I venture, nevertheless, 
to trespass on your time in the hope that it 
may be possible for the Conference to reach an 
agreement, unanimous if possible, on a question 
which, whatever may be said, is of great impor
tance and which, at this moment, appears to 
have led to some slight difference of view in 
this Conference. 

I do not intend to repeat what has been said 
concerning the harmfulness of the prel?arati<.ms 
containing heroin which we. have bee!l dtscussmg 
- that is to say those whtch contam less than 

' one part of heroin in a thousand. B~t I 
know that in fact a large number of delegations 
and "Governments - I might almost say the 
majority - regard· this product a;; !!resenting 
special dangers. The proof of th1s 1s th~t a 
certain number of States have already dectded 
to prohibit her?in entirel.y. ~s we have ~et 
in order to attam two obJects m the compatgn 
against narcotics - internal control and inter
national control, two aims which often appear 
to have different aspects - I venture to state 
that the more important question of the two is 
that of international control. 

Countries manufacturing these products, which 
offer' them to the public and even insist on 
their exportation, obviously shoulder a great 
responsibility as regards the rest of the world 
and those countries which consider these sub
stances to be dangerous. I do not see, there-' 
fore, why we should not agree to say that, if we 
manufacture these drugs and sell them, we 
are at least willing to provide other countries 
with the guarantees which the new Convention 
will contain. Could not we all agree to submit 
these remedies, as regards the international 
trade therein, to the guarantees to be contained 
in the Convention ? 

I was, moreover, particularly impressed by 
the remark made by both the French and 
British delegations that in certain countries 
habits have been acquired which should be 
respected and that there exists a public opi
nion which might, on account of these habits, 
r~volt against too severe regulation. In this 
case I would venture to go so far as to say 
that if, after all, a country considers that it 
must allow a certain latitude within its borders, 
it is for that country to assume the responsi
bility. I would say willingly : Let it take 
such steps as it may think fit. 

Before concluding, I beg to state that I 
was not very greatly impressed by Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne's argument that the proposal will 
involve a change in the legislation uf his country. 
Most of us, happily, will be obliged to modify 
our national laws, for, if we have not had to 
do it in the past, it is because we have been 
marking time since 1912. Moreover, I do 
not see why one ought to modify a law in order 
to suppress a percentage if one is not obliged to 
do so m order to bring about a reduction. 

But I revert to what I have just said. Could 
!lot the Conference unanimously ,agree 'that 
m regard to this question there is an inter
nation3;1 duty to. be fulfilled •. but that as regards 
domestic leg1slabon a certam amount of lati
tude might be allowed to each country ? 

In conclusion, I would beg you all to adhere 

to the text which is before us on the understan
ding that the various countries will be able to 
make reservations later as. regards the domes
tic use of these products. 

I am one of those who believe that conventions 
should be signed with the smallest number of 
reservations possible, but I think also that it 
would be better to make certain reservations thus 
limited in character than that we should come 
to a deadlock. For I think that one party can 

· scarcely impose its will on another in matters 
of this kind. -

The President : 
r ' 

Translation : M. Bourgois, delegate of 
France, will address the Conference. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : I only wish to add one word. 

There are certain disadvantages in signing a 
convention with reservations made by a number 
of States. That is, indeed, the more complex 
solution ; the simpler alternative is for those 
States which feel that these preparations con
stitute a danger to adopt in their own legis
lation all. measures which they deem to be 
indispensable. 

The ~resident : 
Translation : As no one else wishes to speak, 

I declare the discussion closed. 
We have before us a recommendation propo

sed by the Egyptian delegation. I do not 
think there will be any point in examining this 
recommendation before .we come to consider the 
Final Act, and I request the Conference to 
authorise me to send the text which the Egyp
tian· delegate has kindly handed to me direct 
to the Drafting Committee. The latter will 
make certain formal changes which the Egyp
tian delegate will, I am sure, be able to accept, 
and the discussion of the recommendation will 
be deferred until we consider the text of the 
Final Act. 

We have an amendment submitted by the 
French delegation. I understand that the 
latter has modified its amendment to the 
report in conformity with the suggestion of the 
delegate of the Dominican Republic - that 
is to say the French delegation only desires to 
make the following modification in Article 
14 (c) of the Hague Convention of 1912: "Substi
tute, for o.I per cent heroin, o.os per cent". 
I will therefore put this proposal to the vote 
and request those delegates who are in favour 
kindly to rise in their places in order that we
need not have a roll-call. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : Could you first give me infor

mation on just one point, please ? I think there 
is also a proposal put forward by the Swiss 
delegation .. 

M. Dinlchert (Switzerland) : 

Translation : I did not make any proposal. 
I merely explained how I thought unanimity 
could be obtained on the draft submitted by 
Sub-Committee F, since, after this draft has been 
adopted, any Government which desires to 
do so later may make a reservation concerning 
the traffic in and domestic consumption of this 
drug. I merely threw out the idea in the 
hope that unanimity might , be obtained. I 
did not make a formal proposal. 
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The Preeldenl; 
Tra11Slatioa : Let us now take the vote • 

. Those who are in favour of maintaining.· the 
provision of the Hague Convention with the 
modification suggested are requested to rise. . . 

· (Six delegations rose in favour of the propo
sal.) 

. Those who are in favour of accepting the 

proposals contained in Sub-Committee. F's report 
are requested to rise. · 

(21 delegations rose in favour of the proposal.) 

The co.nclusions of the report of Sub-Commit
tee F are therefore adopted by a majority. 
The report will be referred to the Drafting 
Committee. 

. The Conference rose at I p.m. 
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· 95. EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT "OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE F : QUESTION OF 
INDIAN HEMP. 

The President : 
Translation : We have to discuss this after-

noon item "B" of the agenda: Indian· 
Hemp (Annex) ; I call upon the Rapporteur, 

· Professor· Perrot, to speak. 

-M, Perrot (France), Rapporteur : 
· Translation : The question of Indian hemp 

was referred to Sub-Committee F at the request 
of the Egyptian delegate. 

As you are aware, Indian hemp is not a pre
paration, but is simply the upper part of the . 
female tops of the hemp plant, which grows 
chiefly in India. . . 

This question was a particularly complex 
one, because the hemp used for the manufac
ture of cloth belongs to the same botanical 
species, and accordingly - unlike the case of 
the opium poppy - it is extremely difficult to 
abolish its cultivation. India exports, I un
derstand, some 1oo,ooo tons of hemp fibre 
yearly. 

The question from the narcotic point of 
view may be stated as follows : This variety 
of Indian hemp, which grows at a somewhat 
high altitude, may yield a resin which is widel_y 
sold in Central Asia and is a dangerous narcotic 
akin to heroin. Thus the harmful custom of 

smoking hemp and absorbing preparations 
composed chiefly of hemp resin is widespread 
throughout Central Asia and also in parts of 
Africa. It is necessary, therefore, to endeavour 
to suppress its use, particularly in Egypt and 
Northern Africa. 

. The. majority of .foreign nations have prohi
bited 1ts use; but m certain cases a monopoly 
has been established. The French position 
as regards Tunisia, for example, is as follows: 
We have passed strict laws prohibiting entirely 
the use of hashish or other preparations 
containing harmful substances. In conse
quence of the drastic measures taken to suppress 
all these harmful preparations, their illicit use 
has practically disappeared, and as a result 
hashish smokers are no longer to be found there. 

In Egypt, the laws are extremely severe. 
As regards pharmaceutical preparations, under 
French law - and, I believe, under Italian law 
also - the preparation of Indian hemp is 
subject to the same regulations as opium. A 
number of internal regulations and prohibitions 
regarding this matter are already in force. 
The Egyptian Government has asked that 
international prohibitions should be extended as 
widely as possible in order to prevent the 
unrestricted use of hemp resins. 

These, then, were the considerations on which 
Sub-Committee F based its discussion. It 
began by formulating a definition of Indian 
hemp in accordance with the texts of existing 
pharmacopa:ias. The definition is as follows : 

"By Indian hemp is understood the 
dried flowering or fruiting tops of the dis
tillate plant Cannabis sativa, from which 
the resin has not been extracted, under 
whatever name they may be designated in 
commerct." 

The Sub-Committee also discussed the ques
tion of raw resin. The Brazilian delegate pointed 
out that Indian hemp had some time pre
viously been introduced into his country and 
that preparations known as "diamba", 
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composed chiefly of Indian hemp resin, were 
in use there and were a source of danger. 
This was in addition to what we already knew 
regarding North Africa and Asia. 

The Sub-Committee, being convinced that 
something could be done to protect the world 
from these dangers, has studied the question 
of hemp resin and submits its observations in 
the following text : 

"Tlie use of Indian hemp and the pre
parations derived therefrom may only be 
authorised for medical and scienti fie pur
poses. The raw resin (charas), however, 
which is extracted from the female tops 
of the Cannabis sativa L., together with 
tM various preparations (hashish, chira, 

c esrar, diamba, e.tc.) of which it forms the 
basis, not being at present utilised for 

(llledical pruposes and only being suscep
tible of utilisation for harmful purposes, 
in the same manner as other narcotics, 
may not be produced, sold, traded in, 
etc., under any circumstances whatever." 

Of course, the Sub-Committee is simply 
laying technical facts before you and does not 
suggest any means of introducing an inter
national prohibition, because it has not endea
voured to find such means. It merely desires 
to show the Conference that raw resin derived 
from Indian hemp should not form an article 
of international commerce. · 

Such is our general statement on the Indian 
hemp question, and I am, of course, at your 
disposal should you desire to put any other 
questions of a technical nature. 

The Preeident : 
Tra11slation : M. Bourgois, delegate of 

France, will address the Conference. 

M. Bourgoie (France) : 
Translation : We are all agreed as regards 

the question of principle, but no text providing 
for the application of these principles has yet 
been prepared for inclusion in the International 
Convention. 

Discussions of texts are usually somewhat 
slow and unsatisfactory at plenary meetings, 
and, speaking on behalf of a number of dele
gations, I ask that a· Sub-Committee shnuld 
~ appointed to draw up this text. 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : May I regard M. Bourgois' 

statement as tantamount to an acceptance of 
the Rapporteur's report ? 

_M. Bourgoie (France) : 
Translatio11 : · I cannot give any undertaking 

on the subject, since I am not aware of the 
intentions of the various members of the Con
ference. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : We have before us a proposal 

that a Sub-Committee should be appointed· to 
draw UJ;> a definite text, as the report merely 
deals With the subject from the scientific and 
technical points of view. 

M. Perrot (France) : . 
- Translation : I should like to add that all 

the members of Sub-Committee F agreed 
t~at a defin!tion of this resin should be formally 
la1d down m order to prevent the· possibility 
of its being changed. 

The Preeldent : . 
Translation : · I venture to make a suggestion 

as to the appointment of the members of the 
Sub-Committee. · 

Prince Damras (Siam) : 
Translation : The Siamese delegation has 

not received any instruction from its Govern
ment concerning the question of Indian hemp. 
Therefore I must make a reservation on that. 

The President : 
Translation : The Conference agrees, I 

think, that a Sub-Committee should be formed 
to draw up a definite text. 

I suggest as members of this Sub-Committee 
the representatives of Egypt, France, British 
Empire; India, Sweden, Turkey, Uruguay and 
also Siam, should the Siamese delegate desire 
to take part despite the reservation he has 
made. 

Prince Damras (Siam) : 
Translation: I should like to be present 

at the Sub-Committee. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : Belgium is also concerned in 

the Indian hemp question, and, as her PCpresen
tative has taken an active part in the discus
sion, I should be glad if he also were a member 
of the Sub-Committee. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : I quite agree with M. El 

Guindy, but would point out that the Sub
Committee will be somewhat large. With the Bel
gian representative, it willnumberninemembers. 
However, I accept M. El Guindy's proposal. 

I venture to make the following suggestions 
to the Sub-Committee : 

(I) Its work should, of course, be based 
on M. Perrot's observations. 

(2) The work of the Second Conference 
is well advanced, and I would urge the 
members of the Sub-Committee to do their 
utmost to reach a unanimous agreemen-t~· 
and to submit to us a unanimous report. · 

The Sub-Committee should meet as soon as 
possible. I cannot say how much time it will 
have for its work, but I shall make arrangements 
with ·the Chairman, when elected, to give it 
ample time. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I propose M. Perrot as Chair

man of the Sub-Committee. 

The President : 
Translation : If you so desire, I am ready 

to arrange for these appointments now, but 
you might perhaps make your suggestions at 
the close of the present meeting. (Assent.) 

96. FIRST READING OF THE DRAFT 
CONVENTION : ARTICLES 1-7. 
CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION. 

Article I (Continuation of the Discussion). 
Definitions of Morphine, Coca Leaf, Cocaine 

and Crude Cocaine. 
The Preeldeni : 
Translation : We have now to continue 

our discussion of the· draft Convention. At 
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the twenty-ninth meeting we closed the dis
cussio~, I believe, .at the definition of morphine 
in Article I. 

Definitions of Morphine, Coca Leaf, Cocaine 
and Crude Cocaine.· · 

The definition of morphine, coca leaf cocaine 
and crude Ct?caine were read as follows: ' 

"Morphine. - 'Morphine' means the 
princip.al .alkaloid of opium having the 
chemic.al formula C17H 11N01• 

"Coca Leaf. - 'Coca leaf' means the 
leaf of Erythroxylon coca (Lamarck) and 
t~e Erythroxylon !'ovog~a'!atense (Morris) 
h'eronymus and the1r vanehes of the family 
of erythroxylaceas and the leaf of other 
species of this genus from which it may be 
found possible to, extract cocaine either 
directly or by chemic.al transformation. 

"Any other vegetable raw material which 
may serve for the preparation of cocaine 
will be considered as equivalent to coca 
leaves. 
_ "Cocaine. - 'Cocaine' means methyl
benzoyl lrevo-ecgonine (alpha D.200 - -· 
1604 in 2<rper-cent solution of chloroform), 
of whick the formula is C,H11NO •. 

"Crude Cocaine. -'Crude cocaine' means 
any extract of the coca leaf which can be 
used directly or indirectly for the manufac
ture of cocaine." 

The President : 
Translation : The subject is now open for 

discussion. Does anyone wish to speak ? 
M. van Wettum, delegate of the Netherlands, 

will address the Conference. 
M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I wanted to ask for information about. the 

second paragraph, regarding the definition 
of "coca leaf". It seems to me that the second 
paragraph is rather vague. Also I want to 
ask for my own information why we do not 
deal with this question in the same way as 
under Article ro we deal with any new narcotic 
drug. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : Sub-Committee, F adopted 

·this term because at present the coca leaf is 
the only known substance which yields cocaine ; 
but, just as cafeine is produced from pl~~ts 
which belong to a number of vegetable fam1hes 
of widely differing kinds, it is quite possi~le 
that the raw material which will yield cocame 
may one day be discovered. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
At what period will the vegetable raw materi.al 

be considered as equivalent to coca !_eaves ? 
Will it be found in one or two countnes and 
what international body will decide with regard 
to it ? All this seems to me to be rather vague. 
For instance, if we ultimately arrive at being 
able to make cocaine from chestnut leaves and 
if it is so made in one country, will the ~?latter 

. be decided by the terms of the ConventiOn or 
not? · 
' M. Perrot (France) : · , 

Translation : . In reply to M. van Wettum s 
first question, I would suggest from the date 
on which cocaine is extracted fro~ any ~ew 
vegetable substance. I think that 1s the VIew 
the Conference will take. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I still do not feel quite satisfied. There are 

many vegetable materi.als from which it may 
be possible to extract cocaine. It seems to me 
that an internation.al body or some organisa
tion of that kind must decide the question. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : As far as I can see, the· only 

means of meeting M. van Wettum's views 
would be to add the word . "industri.al" 
before "preparation". 

. M. van Wettum (Netherlands) 
The only point I want to make clear, is that, 

under the terms of the Convention, the question 
must be decided by some organisation. A decision. 
on the part of one only is not sufficient. Why 
do we not de.al with this matter in the sam" way 
as Article ro ? 

M. Perrot (France) · 
Translatio11 : I do not quite see M. van 

Wettum's objection. It does not seem to me 
that there is any difficulty. Cocaine either is 
or is not prepared from such-and-such a vege· 
table. In Article 10 we have referred to the 
Office international d'Hygi~ne publique because 
differences of opinion may arise, but this is 
not the case as regards cocaine. If a new 
plant is found to yield cocaine, no difficulty 
will arise, for it will come within the scope of 
this provision simply because it does produce 
cocaine. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
May I give a concrete example ? Suppose 

that cocaine can be extracted from tobacco 
leaves. Will tobacco leaves be brought under 
the terms of the Convention ? That is the 
only point on which I ask -for an explanation, 
as it seems to me to be rather vague. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : From a technical point of 

view they certainly would. 

The President : 
Translation : I do not think we can conti· 

nue to discuss this point. Is M. van Wettum 
satisfied ? • 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I do not feel satisfied, but I must accept 

it. 

The President : 
Translation : The point will be noted in the 

record of the meeting. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
Cannot we suppress altogether the last para

graph of the definition of coca leaves ? It is 
very clear that if somebody in the future finds 
a vegetable from which cocaine can be extrac!ed, 
it will be brought under the Convention. 
Cocaine is already dealt with by the Convention . 

I formally move therefore that we strike 
out this second paragraph. 

M. Perrot (France) 
Translation : The President and the Rap

porteur of the Sub-Committee do not see any 
objection to this proposal. 

• 
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The Preeident : 
Tra11slation : If the Conference agrees, the 

last three lines of the definition of coca leaves 
will be omitted. (A greed.) · · . 

We shall now pass to the next three defim
tions. 

De/initio11s of Ecgonine, Diacetylmorphine and 
· · . Indian Hemp. 

The definitions of ecgonine, diacetylmorphine 
and India11 'hemp were read as follows: 

"Ecgonine. - 'Ecgonine' mea~s lrevo
ecgonine (alpha D.2o<> = - 4~06 m s-per
ccnt solution of water), of wh1ch the for
mula is C,H110aNOaHaO considered as 
raw material, and all t~e deri vati ':'es of 
lrevo-ecgonine, which m1ght serve mdus
trially for its recovery. 
' "Diacetylmorphine. -;-· 'Di~cetylm~rphinC: 
means diacetylmorphme (d1amorphme, he
roin), having the formula C .. H,.NO •. 

"Indian Hemp. -'Indian hemp'_means 
the dried flowering or fruiting tops of the 
pistillate plant Cannibas sativa L. from 
which the resin has not been ·extracted, 
under whatever name they may be desig
nated in commerce." 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
May I ask whether the words "considered as 

raw material" ·may be struck out of the defi
nition of ecgonine ? I do not understand what 
they mean. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
· Translatio11 : That is impossible, I think, 

because ecgonine is not a narcotic and cannot 
as such come under the scope of the Convention .. 
On the other hand, it is a raw material for the 
manufacture of cocaine. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I still cannot quite follow what has been. 

said by the honourable delegate of. France. 
Ecgonine is considered as a raw material and 
cocaine is not considered as a raw materiaL 
Is there some difference ? 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : Lrevo-ecgonine alone, and not 

recto-ecgonine, yields cocaine. 

include opium in the ~onvention because. it 
is itself a narcotic and IS also a raw J?atenal 
used for the production ?f other narcotics, 3:nd 
if we do not class ecgomne as a raw . matenal, 
we could not bring it into the ~onvenbon _at a~l. 
The whole cocaine industry IS dealt With 10 
Chapter III, and conseque~Uy I do n?t see 
how we could omit any mention of ecgomne. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I agree as rega~ds the necessi~y of incl~di~g 

ecgonine. That 1s not the pomt that Is m 
dispute. As far as Great Britain is concerned, 
we did that three years ago. The only ques
tion is whether the words "considered as raw 
material" are necessary in the. text or not. 

I am inclined, after hearing the explanation of 
M. Perrot, to agree with M. van Wettum that 
they are unnecessary. They seem to add no
thing to the definition of ecgonine. In order 
to prevent any possibility of doubt, I. suggest_ 
that it would be the better course to om1t them. 
I therefore propose •.. if the Rapp~rteu~ sees 
no. objection, to om1t the words considered 
as raw material". · 

-. M. Perrot (France) : · 
Translation : I see no objectio~ to the omis

sion of these words. Sub-Committee F merely 
inserted. them to show the point of view from 
which it regarded ecgonine. · I feel bound to 
say, in defence of the Sub-Committee's methods, 
that none of the experts would have thought 
of adding these words, and, as everyone is now 
clear on this point, there is no need to keep 
them in the Convention. 

The President : 
Translation : Since all the members of 

Sub-Committee F agree to the omission of the 
words "considered as raw material", I think 
the Conference might adopt this proposal. 
(Adopted.) . 

Have any members any other observatwns 
to make on ecgonine or- Indian hemp ? 

M: Carriere (Switzerland) : 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I am not sure that the French delegate has 

answered M. van Wettum's question. M. van 
Wettum has asked why the words "considered 
as raw material" appear in the definition of 

Translatio11 : I have a small observation 
to make on a point of drafting. The -Drafting 
Committee, in drawing up the list of p~oducts, 
has not, I think, adopted a very . log1cal se
quence. The products are a~ranged so~ewhat 
unsystematically, and the hst should, m my 

-view, be drawn up as follows: 

· ecgonine and M. Perrot has replied that they 
are inserted because ecgonine is not itself a 
stupefiant, but is a raw material for ·the 
manufacture of a stupefiant. 

Am I right in understanding M. Perrot in 
that sense ? If so, why is ecgonine inserted 
in Article 4 among the dangerous drugs, among 
the stupefiants? On the recommendation of 
Sub-Committee F, we applied all the provisions 
relating to the control of stupefiants. to ecgo
nine, so that there would appear to be a slight 
inconsistency in 1\1. Perrot's explanation and 
I should be glad if he would explain further. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation. : I~ dealing w~t~ morphine, 

we must mention op1um, because 1t 1s a material 
from ·which morphine is manufactured. We 

• 
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Raw opium, medicinal opium, ~pium, ~or
phine, diacetylmorphine, crude cocame, cocame, 
ecgonine. - · 

Definition of Medicinal Opium. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Perrot, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. -

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : I will submit to you the 

definition of medicinal opium adopted by the 
Sub-Committee which was held over at the 
twenty-ninth ~eeting. The text, slightly
amended by the Sub-Committee at the instance 
of the Netherlands delegate, reads as follows :· 

"Medicinal opium shall be taken to mean 
-raw opium which has undergone the 

processes ttecessary to render it fit for medi
cinal use, whether in powder form or granul
ated or otherwise, or mixed with neutral 



materials;. provided its morphine content 
corresponds to the prescriptions of the 

· pharmacopteia." 

This definition requires some explanation. The 
text of t~e Hag_ue Convention has been changed 
because 1t was maccurate and even reproduced 
some of the. mistakes still existing in certain 
pharmacopre1as. We took the view that in 
an international convention, we need 'not 
trouble ~bout the precise definitions in phar
macop?!!as· as. the latter provide a, definition 
of medicmal opmm for each individual country. 
It was thought preferable to have a definition 
of medicinal opium which would be generally 
applicable and would take into account thr 
prescriptions of recognised pharmacopreias. 

For example, the proportion of morphine 
(~o per cent) mentioned in the Hague Conven
tion of 1912 does not appfy to the United States, 
where the normal proportion is 9·5 per cent. 
It was. thu;;- very difficult to ~~ a percentage c.f 
morphme m a general defimt10n of medicinal 
opium for the purpose of a convention such as 
the present one. - . 

· It was necessary to define opium because if, 
for example, raw opium containing 6 per cent 
of morphine is mixed in suitable proportions 
with opium containing 17 per cent, a mixture 
containing 10 per cent could be obtained; this 
is opium which has been submitted to manipu-

' lations and thereby becomes a medicinal opium. 
Then again, if opium containing 12 per cent is 
added to "neutral materials" in order to reduce 
the proportion of morphine to 10 per cent, this 
is another manipulation which also produces 
medicinal opium. · 

·All these forms of manipulation come under 
the definition we propose to-day, which is more 
logical than the previous one. 

._ The President : 
Translation : · The Drafting Committee wiil 

note the various observations which have been 
made. The discussion on Chapter I is closed, 
_and we now pass to Chapter II.. • 

CHAPTER fl: INTERNAL CONTROL OF RAW 

OPIUM .AND· COCA LEAVES. 

Article :2. 

The text of Article 2_ ttlas read as follows : 
"The Contracting · Parties shall enact 

_effective laws and regulations for the control 
of the production and distribution of raw 
opium, unless laws or regulations on the 
subject are already in existence .. " 

The President : 

Translatio11 : At our meeting the day 
before· yesterday, we spoke ofthe ".first reading" 
of Article 2, but what we were really discussing 
was a part of the report of Sub-Committee B 
which had been reserved, and Article 2 is only 
coming up for "first reading" to-day. 

You will remember that, in the course of the 
discussion the day before yesterday, we accepted 
the American proposal with two modifica
tions and an addition suggested as an addendum 
to the Egyptian proposa~. . _ · 

The discussion on Article 2 1s now open, and 
I call upon M. Sjostrand, delegate of Sweden, 
to speak. 

M. Sjilstrand (Sweden) : 
W~en a vote was tak_e!l at the twenty-ninth 

meetmg upon the addition to the Egyptian 
proposal regarding Article 2, there were not 
fewer than fourteen abstentions. The whole 
of Article 2 was adopted with nine abstentions. 
! think the _distinguished delegate for Japan 
mterpreted nghtly the feelings of many dele
gates when he expressed some doubt as to 
whether we were not weakening to some extent 
the obligations contained in the present Article 1 
of the Hague Convention by accepting the addi
tion. As you will remember, .the addition 
allowed any Contracting Power to declare that it 
only accepted the American principle subject 
to certain limitations. . . 

Of course, I do not say that it ever entered 
into the minds of the authors of the additional" 
proposal to weaken the Hague Convention. 
That would, I believe, have been contrary t't> the 
mandate given by the League. Hut, by open
ing the door for reservations, it might be 
contended that we had shifted the ground and 
made it possible to slip away from the obliga
tions contained in the present Art1clc I. It 
is true that, on one hand, we have strengthened · 
considerably the actual provisions by accepting 
the American principle, but, on the otht•r hand, 
it has been made possible for any interested 
Power to declare a limited acceptance of this 
principle, without laying down the extent of 
such a limitation. It has therefore occurred tu 
me that it could be expressly stated that such 
a declaration may not encroach upon the obli
gations contained in Article I of the Hague 
Convention, so that these obligations shall be 
upheld in letter and spirit. 

If such a proposal were accepted, I venture to 
say that we should at least have mado some 
progress. It is true that we do not know 
exactly to what extent the Powl'rs concerned 
will avail themselves of their right to declare 
a limited acceptance of the American principle. 
But their power of reserve will not be unlimited. 
They cannot go back upon their obligations 
in virtue of Article I of the Hague Convention. 
The door will be closed upon any retrograde 
step, but the road will bo open for any pro
gressive measure. The Powers will be invitC'd 
to comply as nearly as possible with the 
principle for which we are all working and, ons;e 
undertaken, such an obligation will, we m<fy 
hope, act as a stimulus for further progress. 

The drafting of this amendment may not be 
quite perfect, but we can, of course, refer the 
proposal to the Drafting Committee, so that 
the whole article may be put into better shape. 
If there is any other proposal which serves 
the same purpose I shall, of course, be quite 
willing to take it into consideration. 

I therefore beg to move the following amend
ment to Article 2 of the draft Convention : 

"Such limitations shall not in any case· 
render the obligations accepted under this 
article by the Contracting Party concerned 
less extensive than those prescribed by 
Article I of The Hague Convention of 
1912." 

The President : 
Translation : The discussion is open on 

Article 2 of the draft Convention. 
Mr. Clayton, delegate of India, will address 

the Conference. 
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M. Clayton (India) : 
On behalf of the Indian delegation, I desire 

to a~cept the amendment proposed by the 
Sw~dish delegation. I think it affords a very 
satisfactory solution of a question which has 
occupied this Conference, and also Sub-Com
mittee B, for a very long time. 

Two regimes were presented to Sub-Com
mittee B. The first was the regime under which 
the producing countries have been living since 
the Hague Convention was signed ;- the second, 
the new regime which the United States desired 
to put forward for adoption by the various 
producing countries. I understand that a 
large number of the consuming countries were 
very anxious that the United States point of 
view should be adopted. There were lengthy 
<discussions on the point. One producing coun
try was prepared to go as far as the United 
Statc!s regime, and I do not think any producing 
country desired to recede from its position under 
the Hague Convention. 

I admit that our discussions and the results 
of the twenty-ninth meeting left the question 
of the regime under which each country would 

·come in some uncertainty. I rejoice that that 
uncertainty has now been removed. It is 
now clear that countries can either remain 
under the regime of the Hague Convention, or 
they can advance (if they consider it an advance) 
to the regime proposed by the United States; 
or, if they like, they can adopt any interme
diate stage which they desire. 

If this proposal is accepted, all parties in this 
_ Conference should, I think, be satisfied. Com

plete liber~y is gi~en to each producing country 
to make Its choice, and we know the limits 
wit~in which that choice may be made. I 
desire to second the adoption of this amend
ment. 

The President : 
Translation : M. El Guindy delegate of 

Egypt, will address the Conferenc~. 
M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : When I supported the first 

article of the United States Suggestions, I 
understood that, under the terms of the article 
~he pr~duction of opium would not be stopped 
Immediately the Convention came into force 
bfit that a time-limit . would be allowed. As: 
however, the am~ndm.ent subsequently pro
posed completely mvalidated this first article 
o_f the United States Suggestions and prac
hcal~y meant th~t it ~ould be suppressed, I 
c~nsider that this article should be retained, 
WI~h per~aps. s~me time-limit, or definition 
fixmg a h.me-hmit, which the Conference could 
ac~pt ; If not, I propose that the whole 
art~cle be deleted and replaced by a new article 
~hich would be an improvement on the article 
m the Hague Convention. 

The President : 

Translation : I shall be glad if the first dele
gate of J<;gypt ~ill place his proposals in writing. 

'J!le disc~ssion on t.he Swedish amendment to 
Article 2 w!ll be continued 

Mr. Riddell, delegate of 'canada, will address 
the Conference. 

Mr. Riddell (Canada) : 
I have l!luch pleasure in supporting the amend

ment which has been moved by the Swedish 

delegate. In voting the other day in support 
of the amendment to the original American 
proposal, I did so thinking that certainly no 
limitation would be made that did not fully 
carry out the obligations under the Hague Con
vention, and the obligations of which were not 
quite as extensive as those assumed in the 
Hague Convention. 

I voted in favour of it, but not because I 
believed, or that my country believed, that it 
is what we wanted. We have heard a lot 
about idealism. So far as the opium traffic is 
concerned, I consider I represent one of the 
most idealistic countries. We make not one 
dollar from the production or manufacture of 
opium ; all we ask is the minimum for our 
medical and scientific requirements. 

That being the case, I would like to have 
pressed for the maximum that we might have 
obtained, but one of the traditions of my coun
try is that we always recognise the rights of 
others. Within our Confederation we recognise 
the rights of the different Provinces. My 
country has p~ayed a great _part in the develop
ment of the Bnbsh commumty of nations, laying 
~own those fundamental. principles of legisla
tive autonomy, of equality and of unanimity 
those principles which, after all came fro~ 
the British community of nati~ns into the 
League of Nations, under whose auspices we 
meet this afternoon. 

I .felt, therefore, that the only thing that 
could be done was to support that amendment 
not~thstanding that it implied all that th~ 
Swedish delegate has now summed up in his 
amendment. · 

After all, the Hague Convention has been 
our Magna Charta for protection from the 
menace of the drug traffic, and I would be the 
last one to want to do anything that would 
reduce, even in the slightest degree, its power 
and e~ect. I sh~ll have much pleasure, there
fore, m supporting the amendment when it 
is put to the vote. 

The President : 
_Translation. M. Yovanovitch, delegate of the 

Kmgdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, will 
address the Conference. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : I accept the amendment pro
posed by the Swedish delegation, and would add 
that I could not accept any other. We have 
been discussing this. question for a long time, 
and after many difficulties have at length , 
reached agreement. Do not let us now run the 
risk of destroying this agreement. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Dinichert, delegate of 

Switzerland, will address the Conference. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland): 
Translatio'! : !he remark just made by 

M. Yovanovitch gtves me food for reflection. 
It appears to me that we are to-day exactly 
where we were two days ago, and that now, 
as then, we have to find a formula to express 
an ~ngagement regarding which we are nearly 
all m agreement. 

The_ day before yesterday we found a formula, 
to w~~ch th~ pr?ducing. cou.ntries agreed - a 
condition which m my VIew Is the essential and 
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fundamental one. This fact should _ · M y · h reassure 
. . ovanovJtc ; and yet to-day .the formula 

~hlch we accepted the day before yesterda 
JS found to be open to criticism and y 
to amend it once more. • you want 

What is the position ? 
We have accepted in principle what all 

!'rticl~ I of the '!Jnited States Suggestio:S~ ~nd 
m th1s connection the produc1·ng c t . 

b all h 
. . oun nes, 

a ove •. ave mtlmated that they must make 
~ reservation. The purport of this rese t" 
1s as follows : rva Jon 

"Further, any_ Contracting Party may 
declar~, at the time of its signature of, or 
~cc~ssJ?n to, t!Je present Convention, the 
Jlm~tatlons subject to which it accepts this 
ax:tlclC: as regards the production and dis
tnbubon of raw opium." 

T~e reservati?n ~diD:itted as regards the pro
duction and d1stnbuhon of raw opium was 
then found to be applicable even to Article I 
of t~e. Hague Convention, which only makes 
p~ov!s1o~ for the control of the production and 
distnbutJOn of raw opium. This fact havi,pg 
bee!l noted, a new reservation to the first reser
vation was made, thereby undoing ·what had 
been done. 

We ~ad found 11: formula acceptable to all the 
pr<;Jducmg countnes. That being so, I \vas 
qmte ready to accept it, and if I make a fresh 
propos3;l now -it is merely in an endeavour to 
find a s1mpler formula expressing the same idea. 
I suggest therefore that, in the reservation which 
w~s accepted two days ago, it should not be 
sa1d that the _Contracting Powers are able -to 
make _res~rva_tlons as regards the production 
and. d1stnbut1<?n of raw opium (which is the 
~ub]ect of Art1c~e I of the Hague Convention 
1tself) but only m regard to the "limitation of 
pr?du~tion for oth~.r • tha~ strictly medical and 
sc1ent1~c purposes , wh1ch is the only new 
factor mtroduced by Article I of the United 
States Suggestions. That is the whole point. 

For my own part, I repeat that I will accept 
any formula to which the producing countries 
will agree ; I simply ask you to compare the 
two formulre and adopt whichever is the simpler. 

The President : 
Translation : We have now a fresh proposal, 

submitted by M. Dinichert, to omit the words 
"the production and distribution of raw opium" 
from the fourth and fifth lines of the addition 
to the Egyptian proposal and to substitute for 
them the words "limitation of production for 
other than strictly medical and scientific pur
poses". 

In these circumstances, t!le Swedish proposal 
no longer holds. 

This amendment is now open for discussion. 
M. Toivola, delegate of Finland, will address 

the Conference. 

M. Toivola (Finland) : 
Mr. President - I think you will agree with 

me when l say that we have certainly got into 
a mess with all these amendments, contra
amendments and super-amendments .. We have 
the original· text ; we have the United States 
Suggestions, and we have the amendments to 
those Suggestions. We have another amend
ment to the amendment to those Suggestions, 
and we have the new Swiss amendment. It 
is very difficult to know where we are. 
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I should think that the words spoken yl's
terday or the day before by the honourable· 
delegate for Japan were quite right -that we 
really do not know whether we are weakening 
the Hague Convention or not. My view is 
that all these ~mendments are weakenin~ the 
I;Iague. Convention, and I agree with my Egyp
tian. fnend when he !'u~~ested that we should 
retam as our base the Ha~ue Convention -
that there should be no amendments, but that 
w~ sho_uld adopt only the article which already 
ex1sts m that Convention. 

Article I of the Hague Convention says : 
"T~e Contracting Powers shall enact 

effective laws or rl"~ulations for the control 
of _the production and distribution of raw 
opiUm, unless laws or re~ulations on the 
subject are already in existt•nee." " 

I do not think that any amendml·nt we can 
adopt now would take us further than thar and 
I propose that we maintain that te'Ct. ' 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkry} : 
. Tra11sl.atio11 : I second 1\I. Toivola's su~-:g1·s

hon. \\ e are all agreed as regards Art ide I 
of the Hague Convention, whereas rrscrvations 
have been made in regard to Article I of the 
United States Suggestion~. 

The President : 
. ~·ra_nslatioll : I thi~k Ill. Toivola's proposal 
1s Similar to that ~ubm1tted by the French tkk
gation the other day. 

I beg to inform the Confl•rcnce that Ill. E1 
Guindy, the Egyptian delegate, has just sub· 
mitted the two following proposals : 

"That the Conference should either: 
"(I) Accept Article I of the Unit•~d States 

Sugge>~ions as. formulated by the Egyptian 
dclcgatwn, With the explanation that 
the necessary control would only br. rigo
rously apphcd after the expiration ul 
a time-limit to be fixed by the Conft•rcnc<'; 
or 

"(2) Delete the article altogether and 
substitute for it another to be drawn up 
by the Conference." 

I cannot, at the first reading of the draft 
Convention, submit to the Conference two pro
posals which are not clearly dl·fined. This wo.,.ld 
be possible in Committee, but at a pll-nary 
meeting of the Conference proposals must be 
quite d1 finite. 

III. Kircher, delegate of France, will address 
the Conference. 

M. · Kircher (France) : 
Translation : Yesterday, the Conference 

enthusiastic'llly adopted Article I of the United 
States Suggc~tions, which represent~ the utmost 
efforts humanity could make to bring about,
thoroughly, progressively and finally, the abo
.lition of opium. Then, p1·rceiving immediately 
afterwards that, for political, economic, ar.:rarian 
and social reasons, such measures could not 
be carried out by the producing countries, the 
Conference proceeded to pass an amendment 
which rendered entirely nugatory the very 
article it had just adopted, since, by the terms 
of the amemJ.ment, producing countries could 
reserve the right not to apply the first para
graph of Article I of the American Suggestions 
which those very Powers had just adopted. 



Thus the Conference, unanimously recognising 
that the producing countries could not . carry 
out what they had undertaken, took cogmsance 
in advance of reservations which those countries 
would certainly not fail to make, and declared 
forthwith that these reservations would be 
accepted. 

The upshot of all 'hese contradictory deci
sions is a truly paradoxical position. On 
the one hand, the Conference agreed that we 
must abolish hie et nunc the production of 
all opium not required for medical or scientific 
purposes ; on the other, it decided that the 
producing countries had the right to absolve 
themselves from this obligation. Finally, all 
agreed that these countries should not fulfil 
the obligation at all . 

., The position was paradoxical indeed, and, after 
48 hours' reflection, a fresh amendment was 
subn>itted to us. Now, what is the net result 
of the Conference's decisions ? That we have 
simply reverted to Article I of the Convention 
of 1912, namely, that "the Contracting Powers 
shall enact effective laws and regulations for 
the control of the production and distribution 
of raw opium". That was. for all practical 
purposes, the outcome of the whole of the 
day before yesterday's meeting. 

Nay more : we have gone even further and 
have ireatly weakened Article I. The limi
tations which will be imposed and which are 
accepted in advance by the Conference prac
tically nullify the undertakings which the 
Powers signed some ten years ago. 

Accordingly,· the Swedish delegate proposes 
an amendment to the effect that the limitations 
accepted by the Conference in advance shall 
in no case render the obligations accepted by 
the producing countries less extensive. . 

Is it, I ask, worthy of a Conference such as 
this to embody such contradictory clauses in 
a document which will be broadcast throughout 
the world? 

Would it not be better to adopt the Finnish 
delegate's proposal and revert to the text of 
the Hague Convention itself, or else, if we wish 
to fulfil the American ideal, which we all res
pect and share, could we not say that the Con
tracting Powers will strengthen the laws and 
regulations which they have already agreed 
to issue in virtue of the Hague Convention in 
ocler to ensure the control of the production, 
distribution and export of raw opium? Either ot 
these alternatives would, I am sure, be more 
suitable than that adopted the day before 
yesterday, even if amended as the Swedish 
delegation proposes. Such a solution could 
not satisfy any Conference which desired to 
accomplish something rational and practi-
cable. · 

Our view is that we should either adopt the 
text of the Hague Convention, which I think 
would satisfy the producing countries, or, 
if we wish to go a step further towards the 
fulfilment of our ideal, to say : · 

"The Contracting Parties undertake to 
strengthen the laws and regulations which 
they have adopted in virtue of the Hague 
Convention of I912 in order to ensure 
the control of the production, distribution 
and export of raw opium." 

If we do this, we shall achieve something 
really worthy of this Conference. (Loud applause.) 

The Preslden\ : 
. Translation : M. El Guindy, delegate of 

Egypt, will address the Conference. 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : This article was discussed 

first of all by the Sub-Committee, which could 
not agree either to approve or _to reject it. 
Consequently, we have had to consider it 
again in plenary meeting and to endeavour to 
find a form of words which would make it . 
acceptable, or to. replace it by something else. 
It was for this reason that I made my proposal. 

I now see that my suggestion, which appeared 
somewhat hazardous and perhaps not entirely 
in order, is quite feasible and has taken prac
tical shape ·in the proposal put forward by 
the French delegate. This formula is, I think, 
one which we can accept. 

The President : 
Translation : I hope the Egyptian dele

gate understands my meaning. We can only 
discuss proposed amendments if they are sent 
in. to the President in writing. The French 
delegate pas done so, and accordingly I can 
submit his amendment for discussion ; but 
I can hardly put before the Conference an 
amendment which has not been so submitted. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : I accept the French delegate's 
proposal. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
.Translation : As the French delegate has 

clearly explained, the Conference now finds, 
after forty-eight hours' reflection, that it cannot 
accept the formula upon which we had agreed. 

On the other hand, we cannot delete Article 
2 altogether ; we must substitute something 
for it because, as we state elsewhere, its pro
visions are intended to supplement those of 
Chapter I of the Hague Convention. 

I therefore think that the formula suggested 
by the French delegate is in every way suitable, 
and I congratulate him ; it is gne which I 
believe we can all accept. I refer to the second 
proposal, beginning: "The Contracting Powers 
undertake to strengthen ... ". 

I accept this second proposal as submitted 
by M. Kircher. 

The President : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, willl address the 
Conference. · 

Sir Malco.lm Delevlngne (British Empire): 
Mr. President-There seems to be a conside

rable amount of support for the proposal that 
has just been made by the French delegate, but 
I find that I am unable to share the favourable 
opinion which a number of delegates seem to 
entertain in regard to it. . 

If I understood it rightly, the French pro
posal was to substitute for the opening words 
of Article 1 of the Convention a phrase somewhat 
to this effect : "The Contracting Parties will 
undertake to strengthen their laws for the 
control of the production and distribution of 
raw opium". 

What does Article I of the Hague Convention 
say ? It says that the Contracting Parties 
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shall enact effective laws or ul . 
th t 1 f h reg abons for 

. e con ro. o t e production and di t 'b . 
of raw opmm. Now if the Si s n ubon 
ha~e discharged thei~ obligatiolft~a~:aerSt~!: 
article, they have already ena t d ff . 
1 Th F c e e ective 
aws. e rench proposition can o 1 

that they undertake a further obi' n Yti. mean 
t ff . 1ga on to 

enac more e ecbve laws '"hat d h 
? If 1 · " oes t at 

mean . . aws are effective for the ob'ect 
for which they have been enacted, how ~an 
they be made more effective ? · 

The w?rd "effective" implles that the laws 
~r? sufficient to carry out the obligation which 
ls Imposed by Article I of the Hague Convention, 
and It seem~ to me that we should be reducing 
?ur _Proceedings to something of an absurdit 
1f th~s Conferen~~ were to insert in the new co!. 
ventl_on a pro~slon to the effect that the Con
tractmg Parties are to strengthen their laws 
or make them more effective. 

I could understa~d such a proposition if 
we ad!led, as the Umted States delegation pro
posed ~o add, a further object for the laws and 
regulatlo!ls to be enacted under Article x. 
The Umted States delegation proposed that 
t_he. laws and regulations should be such as to 
hm1t the production to the amount necessary 
for medtcal and scientific purposes ; but those 
~ords are not, as I understand, to be inserted 
1~ the clause propose_d by t~e _French delega
tio~ a~d the clause Will remam m all essentials 
as 1t ·IS at present in the Hague Convention 
with the addition of the word "strengthen". 
That seems to me, if l may say so with great 
re~pect,, to be useless . and, to borrow 1\1. 
Ktrcher s own words, to be unworthy of this 
Conference. 

I fancy that the whole Conference is agreed 
~hat we must maintai~ the existing provision 
m the Hague Convention. There is no ques
tio!l of going back upon that .. That was the 
object, as I understand it, of the Swedish 
amendment. But at the meeting of the Sub
Committee which you appointed the other day, 
the producing countries agreed to go a little 
further. They agreed to go some. way along 
the road towards the attainment of the ideal 
which was .set before us in the Suggestions of 
the American delegation. It was found, -how
ever, that all the producing countries could not 
go the whole way and it was therefore agreed 
that power should be reserved to any country 
to make such limitations in its acceptance 
of the article as it found to be necessary in 
the circumstances of its own case. 

I respectfully suggest to the Conference that 
we should attempt to preserve what was gained 
the other day in the meeting of the Sub-Com
mittee and I would put my suggestion in this 
concrete form - that we should begin by re
enacting Article I of the Hague Convention, as 
to which we are all agreed, and that, in the 
second place, we should provide that the control 
of the production and distribution to be under
taken in pursuance of Article I of the Hague 
Convention shall be such that there shall be 
no surplus available for purposes other than 
medical and scientific purposes, but that, as 
was agreed the other day in the Sub-Commit~ee, 
any Contracting Party may deClare at the time 
of its signature to what extent it accepts that 
further obligation. . . · 

In this way we should ret am,. m the first 
place, the full provisions of Article I of the 
Hague Convention and, in the second place, 

those countries which feel that they can go 
furthe~ -.and there are a number of producing 
countnes 1~ t~at'position - would accept the 
further o~hgahon ~o restrict. it in a greater 
or less de0 ree to medtcal and scwnti fie purpost~s 
~ do ask that what was gained the other dav 
m the Sub-Committee should not be lost aorl 
th":t we ~hould t~y to find some form of word~ 
wht~h will combme both the prl'servation of 
Art1cl~ I of the Hague Conwntion and the pre
~ervatJOn of what was gained the other dav 
m the Sub-Committee. · 

.It is v~ry difficult to discuss questions of 
thts sort m a full meeting of the Cl\nfcrcnce · 
but I think that it would not be dilllcult if 
t~e Conference would decide to rder the ll~es
tu~n to the ~rafting Committee, for that (om
mtttee to arnve at something which would be-• 
generally acceptable. If the Conference so 
decide~ to refer the matter to the Dn.fting 
C~mmtttee to prepare a text, that Committee 
mtght, when considering this mntter call in 
for cot:tsultation those delegates who h~ve taken 
a leadmg part in the di~ussion. 

,I can see no othl'r way out of the ditlkulty. • 
\\ e have already six or seven amendment~ 
before us. To sort them out and take a vote 
upon them would be an extremely compli
cated matter. I hope that the Conferl'nce 
will not think that I am unreasonable in sug
gesting that this matter should be rdcrrcd to 
the Drafting Committee for consideration on 
the lines that I have suggested. 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
Tremslatio11 : I think the question bdure 

us is quite clear, and I second the French dele
gate's proposal. 

The President 
Translation : I call upon 1\1. Kircher, dele· 

gate of France, to spl,ak. 

M; Kircher ( F ranee) : 
TranslatiMI : I should like to reply very 

briefly to Sir lllalcolm Dclevingne's observa
tions. ·The British delegate is surprised that 
we should propose to strengthen measures 
which have not proved successful. I, in mY. 
turn, am surprised at his remark. Surely tf 
the measures taken by the Governments since 
I9IZ had been successful, we should not lte 
here, since the obligations we entered into in 
I9I2 included the suppression of production 
for all illicit purposes. 

Yet in tbe three months we have spent at 
Geneva we have discovered that, despite the 
very evident goodwill of those countries which 
grow the opium poppy, the results anticipated 
in 1912 have not been attained. 

As you are aware, there are some countries in 
which the opium poppy is grown on a large 
scale. Many countries are producers of opium, 
and the measures they have taken have not 
been successful ; that is unfortunately a fact 
which we are obliged to recognise. 

When, however, it is found that the m"asures 
taken for the last thirteen years have not 
had the results which were expected of them, 
those measures must be strengthened. That 
is the reason why my proposal appears to have 
been accepted in substance by the large majo
·rity of the Conference. Moreover, in making 
this proposal, we are inspired by a sense of 
dignity and of international justice, because we 
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all recognise that these producing countries 
d('serve our sympathy. That is a point which 
I f('el I must emphasise. · 

.The great country, with its 450 million inha
bitants, which is our neighbour in Indo-China, 
is passing through a period of turmoil, which 
calls for all our compassion and sympathy. 
Unfortunately, we cannot at the moment 
insist upon her taking such measures as we 
would wish to bring about the immediate aboli
tion of the use of opium. China cannot, if 
she would, take effective steps at the present 
time. 

Other countries in the Near East, and in 
Europe, too, cultivate the poppy, and we cannot 
at a moment's notice deprive of their livelihood 
the peasants who cultivate it. The Govern

"'ments concerned can nevertheless at any rate 
take steps, in pursuance of the Hague Conven
tion,• to bring nearer the end we all have in 
view, the ideal not only of Europe but of America 
and Asia also - the suppression of the use 
of opium. 

• Those Governments which have already taken 
steps should to-day undertake to go further, 
This, then- contrary to what Sir Malcolm Dele
vingne seems to think - would not be a retro
cession, but an advance. We have no desire 
to weaken the Hague Convention ; we wish 
to strengthen the principle upon which it is 
based and to advance further along the road 
towards the common goal. If we adopt the 
form of words which I have proposed, we shall 
at any rate J:>e making progress. 

The form of words which Sir Malcolm Dele
vingne proposes is - I hope he will forgive 
me for saying so - not very clear. I cannot 
quite see what is meant by the "surplus" of 
a production intended for other than medical 
or scientific purposes. This point raises anew 
the great problem of the quantities necessary 
for legitimate use. 

How can we avoid this mix-up ? The form 
of words we proposed, which is accepted in 
principle by the chief countries concerned, has 
the great advantage of being clear and precise. 

Instead of referring this proposal ·to the 
Drafting Committee, which, in our opinion, 

. cannot deal with it unless it is accepted in prin
ciple and in its general outlines by the Confe
rence, it would be better to take a vote and £ee 
'"%ether the French delegation's views are 
sh~red by a sufficient l!lajority. I repeat, the 
obJect of our proposal Is to meet the views of 
the producing countries as well as those of the 
countries whose ideal is to see the cultivation-of 
the opium poppy brought to an end. 

The President : · 

Translation : I must apologise to the first 
delegate of the Irish Free S~ate, whose name 
I have missed on my list. I call upon him 
to speak. 

Mr. Michael MacWhite (Irish Free State) : 
I w~nt to tell you how· deeply moved I am 

after listening to the discussion this afternoon. 
The other day, when I was the only one who 
voted against the addendum to the United 
States proposal (and I did so because I saw 
that, if it were adopted, it would tear in pieces 
the_ CoJ?vention of The Hague), I was as one 
crymg m the wilderness. I am happy to see 
t~at, ~fter forty-eight hours' reflection and two 
mghts sleep, the rest of my colleagues seem to 

have come round to my way of thinking. I 
am indeed deeply flattered. It is a sign that, 
after three months' discussion, we are beginning 
to see light. I confess I was pessimistic until 
this afternoon, but, after what I have now 
heard, I have hopes that this Conference -will 
finish its work before the end of the Year of 
Grace 1925. 

The other day we adopted the first part of 
the American proposal practically unanimously. 
I think the only difficulty we have now is 
with regard to the addendum which was also 
adopted on that day. I should like to suggest 
that we agree to delete the addendum, and that 
the American proposal should stand. I make 
that suggestion· in order to clarify the discus
sion, which seems to have .become somewhat 
mixed ; the more we discuss, the deeper we 
seem to get in the· mire.-

At the same time, I do not make a formal 
proposal. I would agree that the proposals 
we have before us be referred to a Drafting 
Committee, because if we continue discussing 
the matter here, we shall never arrive at a 
solution. · 

The President : 
Translation : M. Dendramis, delegate of 

Greece, will address the Conference. 

M. Dendramis (Greece) : 
Translation : I accept the French proposal 

in toto, and I ask that it be put to the vote 
when the discussion is closed. 

The President : 
Translation : · Mr." Clayton, delegate of India, 

will address the Conference. 

Mr. Clayton (India) : 
The Indian delegation is prepared to accept 

the French proposal. I am not quite sure 
about the wording of it in English, but we shall 
be able to see that when it returns from the 
Drafting Committee. So far as the principle 
is concerned, I see no reason why I should not 
give it my support. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Sjostrand, 

delegate of Sweden, to speak. 

M. Sjiistrand (Sweden) : 
In order to simplify the question, which 

seems, perhaps, rather confused to some minds, 
I beg to announce that I am willing to agree 
with Sir Malcolm Delevingne, because I find, 
on close investigation, that his proposal is the 
same as mine. 

I could not agree with the French proposal, 
because I think that by accepting it we should 
be sacrificing very valuable progress which 
we made the day before yesterday, when we 
introduced the American principles into our 
Convention. I think that decision, which was 
the result of three months' very serious work 
here, was a real gain. If we are going to sacri
fice it now, I do not think we shall have made 
much progress. · 

I cannot see that the French proposal leads 
us very far, because it says we are to strengthen 
measures which are declared -to be effective 

· in the Hague Convention; in spite of that, 
we say we are going to fortify them. It is 
difficult to see what that means. 
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On the other hand we have the A . · al 1 1 ' mencan . propos s c ear y stated and we say 
in principle with the~. we will whe agree 
all rt · p • , owever 
~w ce am . owers to make reservations but 

the1r. r~servat10ns must never go further 'than 
the lim1ts already laid down in Article I of the 
Hague Convention. Consequently by d · 
th. h d ' omg 

lS, we ave rawn up two limits within which 
the Powers can move. I think that this is 
a much better plan than the one provided in 
the French proposal. 

The Preeident : 

Translatio~ : . Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh, dele
gate of Pers1a, Wlll address the Conference. 

Prin~e Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 

Tr_a'!slation : I. accept the French proposal 
pro~s10nally, pendmg the Drafting Committee's 
dec1s1on on our memorandmp. 

The Preeident : 

. Translation : Mr. Riddell, delegate of Canada, 
w1ll address the Conference. -

Mr. Riddell (Canada) : · 

I have listened with a great deal of interest 
to the d!scussion on the French proposal. 
I would hk~ to be exceedingly generous, but 
I cannot see any gain whatsoever in that pro
po~al .. Personally, I would as soon accept the 
article of the Hague Convention as it stands 
as I think it is stronger than the French amend~ 
ment. 

I .do not care whether we take Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne's proposal or the Swedish proposal. 
They ~m?unt to the same thing, and that, as 
I see 1t, 1s that they accept the article of the 
Hague Convention, and in addition to that they 
~et bef?re us th~ American ~deal proposal -
lf you hke to cal11t so - the a1m towards which 
we are working. Those two elements are 
combined. We at least get the benefit of 
the goal the Americ~ns have set before us, 
and we reserve to the different producing coun
tries the right to bring their legislation as near 
as they possibly can to the American proposal, 
so long as they do not restrict the meaning of 
the article in the Hague Convention. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Kircher, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Kircher (France): 
Translation : The Swedish and Canadian 

delegates have just made the gratuitous state
ment that the adoption of the text of t)Vo days 
ago constitutes a definite advance, while the 
effect of the French proposal would be to retreat 
once more. . 

I am not accustomed to deal in words. I 
am a financier; and when I draw balances, I 
place the debit on one side and the credit on 
the other, and with your permission I will, now 
draw a balance-sheet of the article we adopted 
the day before yesterday. 

It is undoubtedly an enormous gain to have 
embodied -in the Convention the American 
proposal ia its entirety. Let us put that down 
as a credit item of, say, a million dollars. But 
now I come to the second paragraph and find 
that the limitations which will be imposed by 

_the producing countries, and which the Con~e
rence accepts in advance, completely nullify 
the effect of the first paragraph ; accordingly 

~ must enter !h~m as a debit item, also amount~ 
mg to one milhon dollars. 

From the gain represented by the text 
adopted two day sago- a million dollars- we 
~us~ deduct a million dollars, and the result 
1s ml. The French proposal, on the other 
ha~d! constitutes a real gain over the previous 
post bon. 

.The. measures taken by the producing coun
tnes smce I9U have not been effective - that 
we must regretfully admit. These countriL's, 
~owever, un~ertake. to reinforce their obliga
~~~ns, and thts too 1s an enormous gain, since 
1t mtroduces a fresh obligation. If I now enter 
my proposed formula in the balance-sheet 
I find I have on the credit side, not a millio~ 
dollars, of course, but at any rate a definite 
sum, against which there is nothing on the' 
debit side. Consequently, my balance-sheet 
will show a credit balance. ~ 
- It is wrong, therefore, to say that by adopting 

the French proposal we shali be tnkmg a step 
backward ; I maintain, indeed, that we shall 
be making progress, because this proposal can 
safely be accepted both by the producmg coun
tries and by those which are not thcmselve~ 
concerned in the opium question. 

Wh.at !s the ~dva.ntagc of our. proposal? 
That 1t wtll not giVe nse to any rest•rvations -
a fact which deserves consideration. 

This proposal is worth considering bccau~e. 
as I have already said, it probably has, if 
not unanimous support, at any rate the support 
of a large majority of the Conference and it 
will certainly be welcomed by an who' care to 
examine our intentions from the standpoint 
of international equity. (Applause.) · 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : Mehmcd Sureya Hey, dele

gate of Turkey, will address the Conference. 
Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
Translation : Several delegates have this 

afternoon explained to us the American plan. 
The American proposals resemble, if I may say 
so, a vast building, in the erection of which 
we were all invited to collaborate. Mr. Porter 
found we were unable to do so, and left us. 
It seems to me that, if we adopt Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne's proposal, we shall not be recti
fying an existing text but adopting a new Or:'e. 
I repeat, therefore, that we cannot accept tf1e 
British proposal ; we support the French pro
posal. 

_ The President : 
Translation : 1\f. Falcioni, dclt!gate of Italy, 

will address the Conference. 
M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
Translation : Would the French delegation 

read us again the exact wording 'of its proposal ? 
Previously, this proposal consisted of one part, 
which I could not accept, but now, if I understand 
aright, it contains a second part which I 
think, would make it possible for me to accept it. 

The French proposal was read as follows : 
"The High Contracting Parties undertake 

to strengthen the laws and regulations 
which they have enacted in conformity with 
Article I of the Hague Convention of 1912, 
or to enact effective laws and regulations, 
if they have not already done so, in order 
to ensure the control of the production, 
distribution and export of raw opium." 
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The President : 
Translation : I call upon Mr. Sht'pherd, 

delegate of Australia, to speak. 

Mr. Shepherd (Australia) : 
I wish to support the proposal made by the 

honourable delegate of the British Empire. 
I must admit that I am very much confused as 
to what the exact position is now. I think 
the Conference is agreed that we want to retain 
the terms of the Hague Convention and we want 
to go as much further as it is possible to go. 
There are various methods of doing this. I 
am perfectly sure that the Drafting Committee 
could meet .the general wishes of the Confe
rence. 

•. I am afraid I cannot see that the French text 
helps us ver,y much, because we have in the 
. Hagl•e Convention the text to "enact effective 
laws" and we propose to add that we shall 
"enact more etfectit•e laws". I presume that, 
in five years' time, when the next Conference 
meets, it will alter the article to say that we 
shall "enact most effective laws". By such 
stages we make very little· progress. I 
strongly support the proposal of the British 
delegation that we should try to get a combined 
draft of all·the suggestions that have been put 
forward. 

M. Dendramia (Greece): 
Tr11nslation : I still maintain my request 

~hat the French proposal be put to the vote, 
m order that we may place on record our agree
ment on the principles contained therein and 
that it should only then be referred to the Draft-
ing Committee. · 

The President 
Translation : To sum up the discussion : 

the first delegate o( Sweden has withdrawn his 
proposal. The Finnish delegate accepts the 
French proposal, and accordingly his own no 
lon!?er hol~s good. M. Dinichert has taken up 
agam the Idea expressed by the Swedish dele
g:~:te, but in a different form, and I think he 
might accept the suggestion to refer the matter 
to the Drafting Committee. 

M. Dlnlchert (Switzerland) : 
.. Tr11nslation : For the sake of consistency 

my only course is to withdraw my amendment. 
I affirmed the day before yesterday, and I 
repeat t~-day, that I cannot vote for such a 
far-rea~hmg claus~ unless it is accepted by the 
producmg count~es. Their co-operation is 
a~solutely essential for the realisation of the 
aim before '\Is and, if we do not consider them 
we shall make it. impossible for them to accept 
the Convention. 

My prop?sal C?ntained . nothing new, but 
had the ment, I thmk,_ of being clear and logical. 
I had. reason to beheve that the producing 
countnes had accepted it two days ago, and I 
understood ~rom what M. Yovanovitch said 
that they still accepted it ; but now that a 
~tter form of words has been found, my proposal 
IS no longer necessary. 

The Preeident : 

· Tr11nslation : The Greek delegate has sug
geste~ that the French proposal be put to the 
vote m order that we may place on record our 
agreement on the principles contained therein • 

and that it should then be referred to the Draft
ing Committee. 

The French proposal is, I think, quite in 
order, and will of course be referred to the 
Drafting Committee in accordance with the 
rules of procedure. 

We have also before us Sir Malcolm Dele
vingne's proposal to refer to the Drafting Com
mittee en. bloc all the proposals and suggestions 
which have been made, in order that the Com
mittee may evolve a single formula embodying 
all the ideas expressed by the Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
What I desire is to safeguard the results 

obtained the other day by the Sub-Committee. 

The President : 
Translation : I will take a vote first of all . 

on the British proposal to refer the question to 
the Drafting .Committee. We will then vote 
on the French proposal. · 

(The French proposal was adopted by 17 votes. 
The British proposal obtained 9 votes.) 

The French proposal is referred to the Draft-
ing Committee. · · 

I now· propose to adjourn the meeting for 
a quarter of an hour. . 

The meeting adjoitrned at 5·35 p.m. ~nd was 
resumed at 6.5 f.m. 

The President : 
Translation : Before proceeding with our 

examination of the draft Convention I should 
like to ascertain the opinion of the Conference 
o!l our present pos~tion. The other day we 
dis<:ussed Sub-Committ.ee B's report concerning 
Article I of the Umted States Suggestions 
and took a vote on a certain text. At this 
afternoon's meeting, you have adopted, at the 
first reading of the draft Convention, an entirely 
different text. As, however, I regard the vote 
taken the other day as a vote on a question 
of principle only, it appears to me that the vote 
we took when dealing with the final text ipso 
/acto annuls the previous decision. I should 
like to hear the views of any members of the 
Conference who think that we ought to take 
a vote annulling the decision taken the other 
d~y. For my part, I think there is a distinct 
difference betweeri the two. · 
· M. de Palacios, delegate of Spain, will address 
the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Tra'!slation : Sine~ no . one else is speaking 

on. this matte~, I will give you my views. 
This I can do with complete impartiality as I did 
not vote on either occasion. ·.After to-day's 
discussion, in which constant reference has been 
made to the text previously adopted, I think 
we should adhere, at any rate in principle to 
to-day's decision. · ' 

"The President : 
Tran'slation : I take it, then, that we need 

not cancel the decision we took the other day? 
~~~) . 

We will now continue the discussion of the 
draft Convention. 

Article 3· 

The text of Article 3. was read as follows 
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"Due regard being had to the differences 
in their commercial conditions, the Con
tracting Parties shall limit the number of 
towns, ports or other localities through 

• which the export or import of raw opium 
or coca leaves shall be permitted." 

The President : 

Translation : . Article 3 is open for discus
sion. 

No observations were made and Article 3 
was adopted. 

CHAPTER III. - INTERNAL CONTROL OF llfANl!
FACTURED DRUGS. 

Article 4· 

The te~t of Article 4 was read os follo!IIS: 
"The provisions of the present Chapter 

apply to the· following substances : 
"(a} Medicinal opium ; . 
"(b) Morphine, · cocaine, diacetylmor

phine, and their respective salts ; 
"(c) Crude cocaine and ecgonine ; 
"(d) All preparations (officinal and non

officinal, including the_ so-called anti-opium 
remedies) containing more than o.z per 
cent of morphine or more than o.x per 
cent of cocaine ; 

"(e) All preparations containing diacetyl
morphine; 

"(/) Any new derivatives of morphine 
or cocaine, any alkaloid of opium or the 
coca leaf, and any other narcotic drug to 
which the present Convention may be 
applied in accordance with Article xo." 

The President :. 
Translation · : Article 4 is open for discus

sion. 

M.· van Wettum (Netherlandsl: 
Under letter (c), should we not refer to lrevo

ecgonine instead of to ecgonine only ? 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire}: 
I think there is no need to add "lrevo" 

because in. the definition clause in Article I, 
ecgonine has been defined as meaning lrevo
ecgoni~e. (Assent.} 

The President 
Translation : Is there any other remark ? 
M. Betances, delegate of the Dominican 

Republic, ~11 address the Conference. 

M. Betances (Dominican Republic}: 
Translation : Duri_ng the discussion ?f para

graph (/} of Article 4. by the Comm1ttet: of 
Experts, Surgeon-General Blu~, _of the Umted 
States delegation, urged the om1ss1on of the w~rd 
"new". At the time, neither I nor _th~ maJO
rity of my colleagues realised the s1gm ficance 
of this omission, but afterwards, w~en I ex!l
mined more closely the import of th1s word m 

. the paragraph, I found there was ~ ~ery good 
reason for omitting it, while the _onuss10n would 
not in any way change the meamng of the para
graph ; on the contr~ry, it would strengthen 
it, render it more prec1se! and wo~d not leave 
it open to misinterpretation, as. m1ght be the 
case if the word "new" were retamed. . .. 

If we say "any new derivatives of morphine 

certain deri\'atiws of this product which are 
already known but ·have not hitherto been 
recognised as habit-forming might escape the 
terms of the Convention. Heroin, for example, 
was in use long before its narcotic propertie~ 
were known, and the same i5 true of otht'r 
narcotics. 

As a doctor, and particularly as a resl'arch 
student, I would not· go as far as to affirm that 
substances such as dionine or codeine do not 
cause dangerous addiction. Thus the word 
"new" is not necessary to render paragraph (/) 
clearer or more complete ; indeed, it might 
gi\'e rise to ambiguities. I therefore wnture 
to request that the word "new", which does 
not alter the meaning or affect the drafting 
of the paragraph, be omitted. 

The President : 

Translation : The delegate of the Domirtican 
Republic proposes that the word "new" in 
paragraplt (I) of Article 4 be omitted. · 

M. · Perrot, dclef:!ate of france, will addrrss 
the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France).: 

Translation : Sub-Committee F took care
ful note of l\1. Bctanct>s' observations. We 
retained the word "new" because we thought 
that M. Betanct>s' objection, although appar
ently well founded, was not really so, since accord
ing to the wording any "new" narcotic i~ 
automatically brought under the terms of the 
·Convention. All derivatives of morphine and 
cocaine are mentioned by name in the Conven-
tion. . 

If a derivative which is already known should 
subsequently be found to have narcotic pro
perties it would as a matter of course come 
under 'the scope of the Convention. Latl'r 
on, we say that any "new" product, whet~tcr 
known or unknown, is covered by the ConventiOn 
as soon as it is recognised to be a narcotic. 
I think Article 10 fully- meets l\1. Bctances' 
requirements. · 

Perhaps M. Betances would like to raise this 
point when we discuss Article 10. 

. M. Betancea (Dominican Republic} : 
Translation : I venture to press once morr 

for the omission of the word "new". I p~
pose to substitute for the words "that any new 
derivative" the words "that any other deri
vative". We must be careful to avoid any 
ambiguity in an international convention, and 
if we change the words which are ambiguous, 
we are not thereby changing the paragraph 
itself in any way. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Perrot has asked whethe;· 

M. Betances wishes to discuss thi~ question 
now. 

M. Betancea (Dominican Republic): 
Translation : I shall put forward my pro

posal again when '!e ~iscuss Article . 10, but 
I was anxious to bnng 1t to your notice now. 

The President : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

• 
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Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
1 support the proposal of the delegate of 

the Dominican Republic. I cannot follow 
the reasoning by which M. Perrot supports the. 
text as it stands in the draft. If as a matter 
of fact the words which follow would cover 
any existing derivatives, w~y not make the 
point perfectly clear by leavmg out the word 
"new" ? There seems to be no object in tetain
ing the word "new" if it is intended as a 
matter of fact that it shall be possible to include 
in the Convention any existing derivative of 
morphine or cocaine which may be proved to 
have the same abusive properties as morphine 
and cocaine. . 

It also seems to me that, if the word "new" 
is retained, you leave it open in the future for 

c someone to argue that the word implies that 
it was not the intention of the Conference that 
it slrould be possible to include existing deri
vatives within the scope of the Convention. 
It could be argued that because "n!lw" deri
vatives were mentioned, it was intended to 
imply that existing derivatives were to remain 
outside the scope of the Convention. 

I therefore suggest that both Article 4 and 
Article 10, where the same phrase occurs, 
would be clearer if the word "new" were 
omitted. Article 10 and Article 4 hang 
together; the same phraseology is ,employed. I 
do not think it is sufficient merely to say that 
the matter can be discussed when we . deal 
with Article 10, because the same question 
arises in both articles. I therefore desire 
to· support the proposal of the representative 
of the Dominican Republic. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Carriere, delegate of Swit

zerland, will address the Conference. 

M. Carriilre (Switzerland): 
Translation : l support the view taken by 

the Rapporteur of · Sub-Committee F. We 
drafted Article 10 in its present form because 
the derivatives of morphine and cocaine known 
at present, other than those mentioned in the 
Convention, do not possess harmful or dange
rous properties, and there was therefore no 
need to refer to them here. The word "new" 
is, as it were, a kind of safety-valve. 
~I ask you, on behalf of Sub-Committee F, 

to agree to retain the word "new" in Articles 
4 and 10. 

The President : 
Translation : M. de Palacios delegate of 

Spain, will address the Conference'. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : · 
Translation : On behalf of the Spanish 

deleg~tion, I_ should _like to say that, from the 
techmcal pomt of v1ew, we agree with M. Be
tances, whose proposal. also has the ·support 
of Sir Malcolm Delevingne. We do not see 
any objection to the deletion of the word 
:·new". a!ld ~e think there is a certain danger 
m retammg 1t. · 

~Ve are told that Sub-Committee F adopted 
th1~ wo_rd because it considered that the other 
denvahves of morphine were already speci
fically mentioned in Article 4. but I understand 
tha~ there are, for example, two other substances 
denved from morphine which are not mentioned. 
The note on eucodal and dieodide in 

Document C. H. 180 submitted by the Director 
of the Health Section states that "in the last 
few years . two new de~vatives of morphine 
which produce euphoma and can therefore 
be habit-forming have come into use. Hence 
they should be classified together with mor
phine and heroin". 

These substances are not mentioned in Article 
4. but they are already known, so that _if we 
adopt the texts submitted to us, we cannot 
afterwards class them amongst the substances 
mentioned in Article 4 because they would 
not be new. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I support the proposal of the 

delegate of the Dominican Republic. The 
word "new" may cause difficulties. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Carriere, delegate of Swit

zerland, will address the Conference. 

M. Carrlilre (Switzerland) : 
Translatio1J : I am sorry to have to prolong 

the discussion, but I think we are bound to 
reply to the fresh objections which have been 
raised. 

I still maintain that, as the article stands, 
it will be possible to include in the Convention 
under the term "any other narcotic drug" 
any narcotics derived from morphine and 
proved to be really dangerous, and no one, I 
think, would object to their inclusion. 

The danger from that point of view is surely 
negligible, even supposing, as the Egyptian 
delegate thinks, that any danger really exists. 

The substances just mentioned, eucodal and 
dieodide, are as yet little known, and M. Perrot 
himself, who is a specialist on this subject, 
admits that he is unfamiliar with them. 
Very little is as yet known regarding their 
properties. I had thought of these substances 
in connection with this article, but as they are 
so little known I considered there was no 
occasion, for the present, to make provision for 
them in the Convention, and we could bring 
them under its scope whenever they were defi
nitely known to be dangerous. If, however, 
we omit the word ~·new", I foresee the possibi
lity that this text, so amended, may be used 
to bring under the terms of the Convention 
substances to which it should not apply. 

During the discussions of Sub-Committee F 
the question of codeine was raised, although 
it is not a narcotic ; an attempt was made in 
certain quarters to oblige us to bring it under 
the terms of the Convention. . 

Accordingly, we retained the word "new" 
as it may prevent certain abuses, and I there
fore ask the Conference to accept the text as it 
is at present drafted. 

The President : 

. Translation : M. de Palacios, delegate of 
Spain, will address the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : With all due respect to the 

Chairma~ of Sub-Committee F, the reply which 
he h~s ~ven to my remarks is really not very 
convmcmg. 

He has shown us that substances exist which 
may be termed "semi-new": The substances 
I referred to must be known, since the League 
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of Nations has published a document on them 
but they are not well known. Are they t~ 
be considered as new or not ? That is a 
concrete case. · 

Moreover, we are told that the list of narco
tics in this paragraph is exhaustive. Could 
we not, then, simplify the question by omitting 
the first part of paragraph (/), and keeping only 
the latter part ? The paragraph would then 
read as follows : "Any other narcotic drug· 
to which the present Convention may be applied 
in accordance with Article 10." 

. Mr. MacWhite (irish Free State) : 
Mr. President, I wish to support the pro

posal made by the honourable delegate of the 
Dominican Republic, M. Betances. I bow to 
the great competence of the distinguished spe
cialists we have here, but, at the same time, 
I feel that if we maintain the word "new" 
it will lead to misunderstanding. For that 
reason I .support the motion to strike it out. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : A number of members of 

Sub-Committee F whom I have consulted, or 
who have given me their opinion, are entirely 
in favour of the Spanish delegate's proposal 
to omit the first part of paragraph (/) and to 
leave only "the end, beginning "any other nar· 
cotic ... " · · 

I think this would settle the question. 

The President : 
Translation : Does the honourable dele

gate of the Dominican Republic withdraw his 
amendment ? · 

M. Betances (Dominican Republic) : 
Translation : I thank the delegates who 

have supported me, and I second the Spanish 
delegate's proposal. 

The President : 
Translation : As the Rapporteur and the 

Chairman of the Sub-Committee accept the 
Spanish delegate's proposal, that is no": the 
only one before us. May I regard 1t as 
adopted? . 

1\1. Dinichert, delegate of Switzerland, will 
address the Conference. 

M. Dinlchert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I should like to make a _short 

statement in regard to paragraph {/) o~ Artlcl~ 4• 
not in connection with the new wordmg wh1ch 
has just been adopted, but only as rega~ds 
the sentence providing that the ~onvent10n 
may be applied to any other narcotic drug .. 

I merely wish to confirm what the Swtss 
member of Sub-Committee F has alre~dy told 
the Conference namely, that the Sw1ss dele
gation at first felt some misgivings on account 
of the wide scope of the articl~. We felt 
that it was in the nature of a leap m the _dark, 
and might possibly lead to some arb1trary 
action. h · t 

What is a narcotic ? Or, rather, w at IS no 
a narcotic ? Ether, for example, and an?t~er 
substance for which we have a greate.r hkmg 
- alcohol - are undoubtedly narcotics: and 
as we are aware if not by personal expenence, 
at any rate fro~ the experi':nces o~ others, the 
latter above all becomes hab1t-forrrung. . 

I hasten to add, however, that on reflection, 

and 'in view of the terms of the draft Article 
10 which we also have before us, the Swiss dele
gation is prepared to accept the wording of 
paragraph (/) of Article 4· 

If, however, the Conference decides to change 
the present tenor of Article xo, I should have 
to raise this point again. 

Article 4 tms adopted ~t·ilh tile omission pro
posed by the first dtlegate of Spaill. 

Article 5· 

The text of Article 5 was read as follows : 
"The Contracting Parties shall enact 

effective laws or regulations to limit exclu
sively to medical and scientific purposes 
the manufacture, import, sale, distribution, 
export and use of the substances to which' 
this (liaptt·r applies. They shall co-ope
rate with one another to prevent tht~ use 
of the substances for any other purpost•s." 

The text of Article 5 u•as adopted 11•ithout 
discussion. 

Article 6. 

The text of Article 6 was read as follows : 
"The Contracting Parties shall control 

all persons manufacturing, importing, sell· 
ing, distributing or exporting the substances 
to which this Chapter applic:;;, as wdl as 
the buildings in which these persons carry 
on such industry or trade. 

"With this object, the Contracting 
Parties shall : 

"(a) Confine the manufacture of the 
said substances to those establishments and 
premises alone which have been licensed 
for the purpose, or obtain information 
respecting the establishments and premises 
in which these substances are manufactured 
and keep a register of them ; 

"(b) Require th~t all persons eng.age.d in 
the manufacture, 1mport, sale, chstnbu
tion, or export of the said substances sh~ll 
obtain a licence or permit to engage 1n 
these operations ; 

"(c) Require that such pe_r~ons shall 
enter in their books the quantities manu
factured, imports, exports, . sales and all 
other distribution of the sa1d substances. 
This requirement s~all not n.ecessarify 
apply either to .supph~s by med1cal prac.
titioners to thc1r patients or to sales by 
duly authorised chemists on medical 
prescriptions, provided in each case that 
the medical prescriptions are filed and pre· 
st:rved by the medical practitioner or 
chemist." 

The President : 
Translation : Article 6 is open for discussion. 
1\1. van Wettum, delegate of the Netherlands, 

will address the Conference. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
:May I ask a question ? Under paragraph _(a) 

of Article 6, we read, "or obtain informat_JOJi 
respecting the establishments and prem1s~,s 
in which these substances are manufactured . 
It seems to me that these words must be sup
pressed. 1\ly reason for t}lis is the following. 
In Article 10, paragraph (b) of the Hague Con
vention it is required tha! manufacturers shall 
have a licence or perm1t or shall make a 
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declaration to the competent authorities. I think 
therefore that we should leave out the words 

. to which I ha\'e just referred. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I am not quite sure that M. van Wettum has 

realised the implications of his propos_al. If 
his amendment were adopted, paragraph (a) 
would read : "The Contracting Parties shall 
confine the manufacture of the said substances 
to those establishments and premises alone 
which have been licensed for the purpose". 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
"And keep a register of them." 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
~ Yes, "and keep a register of them". But 

this Chapter applies to every preparation men
tion£d in paragraphs (d) and (e) of .Article 4, 
and these preparations may be made in any 
chemist's. shop in the country. It therefore 
seems to me that if we adopt the proposal made 
by M. van Wettum it will have the effect of 
requiring every chemist's premises throughout 
the country to be licensed by the Government. 
I do not know whether M. van Wettum intends 
that, and I would rather like to hear what he 
has to say on the point. 

M. van· Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I do not quite understand what Sir Malcolm 

Delevingne means. Is it true that the phrase 
in (a), "or obtain information respecting the 
establishments and premises in which these 
substances are· manufactured", corresponds to 
the phrase in (b) of Article IO of the Hague 
Convention : "shall make to the competent 
authorities an official declaration" ? 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire): 
I am not quite sure that I understand in my 

turn what M. van Wettum means. All that 
I wish to point out is that, if his proposal is 
accepted, the paragraph would mean that every 
chemist's shop in which any of the prepara-. 
tions mentioned in paragraphs (d) or (e) of 
Article.4 is made will require to be licensed by 
the Government. Is that a result which he 
desires ? Paragraph (b) of Article 6 of the 
draft Convention, which says that all per
sons engaged in the manufacture, etc., of the 
said substances shall obtain a licence or permit, 
seems to me to stand on a different footing. 
All ch~mists are registered, I ~uppose, in most 
countnes, and a general permit can be given, 
as has been. done in Great Britian by Order, 
to all chemists placed on the official Chemists' 
Register ; but I am not quite sure that it would 
be possible to do so in the case of the chemist's 
premises. I_ d? not see that anything is gained 
by the nnuss10n of the words which M. van 
Wettum suggests. 

The President : 

!ranslation : M. Carriere, delegate of 
~Witzerland, will address the Conference. 

Dr. Carrlilre (Switzerland,) : 
Translation : I think this point should be 

made. somewhat clearer. A chemist, in his 
capac1ty as such, and in virtue of the licence 
he has received from his Government need not 
obtain. the licence re_ferred to in par~gtaph (b) 
of Article 6. Chemists do not need a special 

licence to practise pharmacy ; they hold a 
diploma which entitles them to carry on their 
profession . 

If a chemist does not carry on an ordinary 
pharmaceutical business, that is to say, does 
not merely make up medical. prescriptions, 
but manufactures· drugs on . a wholesale or 
semi-wholesale scale, he is no longer a chemist, 
but an ordinary. manufacturer, and as _such 

·requires a licence. The Swiss Narcotics Law 
makes this· distinction ; it exempts pharma
ceutical chemists from the necessity of holding 
the licence provided for in paragraph (b). Indeed, 
I do not think we could ask chemists to apply 
for a second licence. · 

The President : 
Translation .; M. Perrot, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M, Perrot (France) : 
Translation : I agree with what Dr. Car

riere has said, and I do not thinll; the text .is 
very clear. In highly developed countries where 
a chemist, in order to obtain a licence, has to 
hold diplomas obtained after long and arduous 
study, he is entitled to stock narcotics and mani
pulate them. Unless the present wording of 
the article is changed, chemists will require still 
another licence ; if this is not what is meant; 
I should like the article to be ref~rred to the· 
Drafting Committee for re-drafting. . . 

The . President : 
Translation : Has the Rapporteur anything 

to say regarding this last proposal ? 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire), 
Rapporteu~: : . 

Has M. van Wettum withdrawn his original 
proposal ? I ask that because the point raised 
by M. Perrot is a different one, and perhaps 
we had better dispose of M. van Wettum's 
proposal first. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
Under paragraph (b) I read : 

"require that all persons engaged in the 
manufacture, import, sale, distribution or 
export of the said substances shall obtain 
a licence or permit to engage in these 
operations." . 

If that is so, it seems to me that the phrase 
"or obtain information respecting the establish
ments •.. " must be deleted, because in the 
beginning of paragraph_(a) it says : 

"confine the manufacture of the said 
substances to those establishments and · 
premises alone which have .been licensed 
for the purpose." 

It seems to me, therefore, that no other words 
must be added. If at the beginning of the 
article manufacture is confined to those esta
blishments which have been licensed, and if 
a licence is required from those pers.ons, you 
must not add any other words. 

I have not withdrawn my proposal. 
The President : 

Translation : M. Perrot, delegate of France, 
wiU address the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
TranslatioiJ : The drafting of this article 

is certainly most remarkable. I find in 
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paragraph (a) the words, "confine the manu
facture of the said substances to those est
ablishments and premises alone which have 
been licensed for the purpose". I do not see 
how you can authorise establishments or pre
mises; I presume that reference is made to the 
persons conducting the establishments or 
premises. This wording need~ revision, and I 

- again urge that the article be referred to the 
Drafting Committee. 

Further, this article should also contain the 
following proviso : "Subject to the internal 
regulations concerning pharmacy." III. Car
riere has just mentioned the S\\iss Federal Law 
on Narcotics, for instance, which defines the 
conditions under which chemists may transport, 
sell, etc., medicines containing narcotics. The 
wording of the article ought to be much more 
precise. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon ·Sir Malcolm 

Delevingne, delegate ilf the British Empire, to 
speak. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Rapporteur : 

The wording of paragraph (a) is the same as 
that in Article 10 of the Hague Convention. 
I am not aware that the wording of the Hague 
Convention in this matter has given rise to any 
difficulty and I think it would be unwise, 
if I may' venture to say so, to alter a wording 
which has been in force for a number of years 
and which has not given rise to any difficulty. 
· I do not know whether 1\1. van Wettum desires 

-to press his suggestion. I ~a~ hard!~ thi.nk he 
desires that every pharmac1st s prem1ses m the 
country should be licensed. Un~ess he attaches 
great - importance to . the pomt, ~. appeal 
to him to withdraw h1s amendment, m order 
that we may proceed with ~ur work. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
· Translation : As chairman of Sub-Com

mittee E I realise the difficulties of this subject, 
not mer;ly as regards dra~tinl? but also on fun
damental points, and I think 1t would ~e better 
for the Drafting Committee to re-cons1der the 
question. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I fully support what has been said by M. 

Bourgois, and I ask th~t the matter be referred 
to the Drafting Comm1ttee. 

The President. : 
Th. t f the article will Translation : IS par o . 

therefore be sent to the Drafting Committee. 
(Agreed.) . A · 1 6? 

' _ Are there any other remarks on rhc e · 

· M. Perrot (France) : . . 
Translation : There is an o?,lisslon m Arb

de 6 (c). After· the words :··.shall ~ot 
necessarily apply either to supphes by medic;! 
practitioners to their patients· · · ·:. the wor s 
"dentists and veterinary surgeons should be 
added. The same applies as regards the last 
words of the sentence. 

M. Carriere (Switzerland) : 
Translation : The patients to whom the 

Convention is intended to refer, and whoi;D we 
wish to protect are not treated by vetennary 
surgeons. The 'text should therefore be some
what altered. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Rapporteur : 

I have heard no arguments in support of this 
change. The existing provision in the Hague 
Convention appliE's only to medical prescrip
tions and sales by duly authorised chemists. 
It does not include either dentists or veterinary 
surgeons. I can see no hardship in requiring 
dentists and veterinary surgeons who. sul?ply 
these drugs to make the nece!lsary entnes m a 
register. As a matter of fact, I understand 11 
dentist very seldom supplies the drugs. "H;e 
administers the drugs in the course of h1s 
practice, but I think it is very seldom that he 
actually supplies the drugs to a p11tient. Unless 
there is some strong reason for altering the 
Hague Convention, I would appeal to the mover 
of this amendment to withdraw it. At any 
rate, I think Wll ought to hear the reasons w~ich 
can be advanced in support of the change. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation: The text ought not to be elabo· 

rated unnecessarily ; the matter should be 
governed by the regulation.s of .the individ~al 
countries, because the designation of dentist 
and veterinary surgeon is not the same in 
every country. I do not see any adyantage 
in making th1s addition to the ConventiOn. 

The Preeldenl 
Translation : 

proposal ? 
Does 1\1. Perrot still pre~s his 

• 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : In many countries veterinary 

surgeons are allowed to keep medicines and 
dispense them directly to their patients, and 
we must bear this in mind. Indeed, several 
of my colleagues have spoken to me on the 
subject of this wording. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
T1anslation : As it is difficult to draw a dis

tinction, we might say "doctors and other duly 
authorised persons". 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : I se~ond M. de Myttena~:re's 

proposal, as the clause should include midwives 
as well. ·• 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Rapporteur : 

M. de M;yttenaere's proposal is far worse than 
J.\1. Perrot s. I would much rather have ~· 
Perrot's if I had to chose between them ; 1t 
is at least limited to two classes of persons. 
M. de Myttenaere would extend it to any cl~s 
of persons the Government ch_ose to aut~onse. 
I would rather be in the frymg pan w1th l\1. 
Perrot thanfallintothe fire with M.de Myttenaere. 

1 have not yet heard, however, any reas.ons 
for making the change in the Hague Convent~on. 
Why not adhere to the Hague Convention. 
unless there are strong reasons to the contrary ? 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : We have now before us one 

proposal only, that of l\1. de Myttenaere. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I propose that we should not take a vote now 

but should think it over. 
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The Prealdeni =· 
· TranslatiotJ : Do you desire to t~ke a vote 

now or will you adjourn the question ? 

• M. de Mytiena- (Belgium) : 
Translation : There is no need to vote. The 

Drafting Committee can revise the end of the 
Article as well as the beginning. 

The President : 
Translation : The whole of Article 6, there

fore, is referred to the Drafting Committee. 
(Agreed.) 

Article 7: 

The text of Arti.cle 7 was read as follows : . · 

"The Contracting Parties shall take 
· measures to prohibit, as regards their inter-· 

nal trade, the delivery to any unauthorised· ~ 
persons, of the substances !to which this 
Chapter applies." . . . 

Article 7 was adopted. without discussion. 

The Conference rose at 7.20 p.m . 

.......... av • , ........ •• •••*•• • 
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Article 8. 

The President 
Translation : We have now reached Article 8 

in our first reading of the draft Convention. 
The text of Article 8 was read as follows : 

"In the event of the International Health 
Office, after consultation with the Health 
Committee of the League of Nations, decid
ing that any preparation containing any 
of the narcotic alkaloids referred to in the 
present Convention cannot give rise to the 
drug habit on account of the medicaments 
with which the said narcotics are com
pounded and which preclude the recovery 
of the said narcotics, the Health Committee 
shall inform the Council of the League of 
Nations of such decision. The Council 
will communicate the decision to the 
Contracting Parties, and thereupon the 
provisions of the present Convention will 
not be applicable to the preparation con
cerned." 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Carriere, dele

gate of Switzerland,' to address the Conference. 

M. Carriere (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I have an explanation to give 

as regards the form of this article. The Draft
ing Committee has misunderstood the proposals 

of Sub-Committee F and, with ngard to 
the procedure to be followed, has made us say 
the. opposite of what we meant to say. This 
Article 8 says: "In the event of the International 
Health Office, after consultation with the 
Health Committee of the League of Nat ions. , . ", 
whereas we had intended to say: "In the event 
of the International Health Office, when con· 
suited by the Heal.th Committee of the League 
of Nations ... " 

!h!s is not a mere question of form, it is one of 
pnnc1ple also, and for that reason I should like 
to give a short explanation regarding these two 
organisations. In Paris there is an Office interna· 
tiona! d'Hygiene publique, created by a special 
International Convention, and at Geneva the 
Health Committee of the League of Nations. 
At one time these two bodies were independent 
of each other. In order to avoid the inevitable 
disadvantages resulting from duplication, an 
arrangement was concluded whereby the Per
manent Committee of 'the Office internatio'ha\ 
d'Hygiene pub\ique became the advisory bQdy 
to the Health Organisation of the League of 
Nations. All the organisations of the League of 
Nations have an advisory body, the Permanent 
Committee of the Office international d'Hygi~ne 
publique has become that body as regards the 
Health Committee of the League of Nations. 

Accordingly, it is clear that it is the Permanent 
Committee at Paris which must be consulted by 
the Health Committee of the League of Nations, 
and not the reverse. 

As regards the drafting of the rest of the 
article, I have a few purely formal proposals 
to submit to the Drafting Committee, the text 
of which I shall hand to the Chairman. 

As regards the substance of this article, its 
object is to facilitate in some measure the phar
macists' business and to spare them an excess 
of unnecessary regulations. 

The pharmacopll!ia and pharmaceutical spe
cialities include a number of preparations 
which contain narcotics, but. in which these 
narcotics are combined with other substances 
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and cannot give rise to the drug habit. These 
narcotics, too, are combined in such a way that 
it is not .possible to extract them from 
these products so that they c3;n be used as 
such. For this reason, Sub-Commtttee F thought 
it well to submit these regulations to t~s. 
and I do not think they constitute a breach m 
the provisions of the Convention, whi!e they 
will to some extent facilitate the busmess of 
pharmacy. I shall therefore ask you to be 
so good as to adopt this article. 

The President : 
- -

Translation : Does anyone else wish to 
speak about Article 8 ? 

Sir .Malcolm Delevingne, delegate of. the 
British Empire, will address the Conference. .. . 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
Jlfr~ President, it is possible that, as J?r. 

Carriere says, the Drafting Committee ~as rots
understood the meaning of Sub-Commtttee F ; 
but I venture to say that that is not the fault of 
the Drafting Committee, because at any rate 
in the English text we have fol!owed exa?tly t~e 
wording of the recommendation contamed m 
the report of Sub-Committee F. If the "?embers 
of the Conference wilJ look at the Enghsh text 
-on page 8 of the report of Sub-Committee F 
(see Annex}, they will find t?,at_ the recommen
dation reads as follows : When the Office 
international d'Hygiene publique, after consul
tation with the Health Committee of the League 
of Nations, shaiJ have declared" and so on, and 
in the French text the words are·: "Lorsque 
!'Office international d'Hygiene publique avec 
le concours" and so on. 

The question which Dr. Carriere raises is 
reaiJy, I think, a questi.on no.t of form, but of 
substance. Is it the mtenhon of the Sub
Committee that the Office international d'Hy
giene publique at Paris shaiJ only act ~hen it 
is asked to do so by the Health Commtttee· of 
the League of Nations ? On that point, of 
course, the Drafting Committee is not compe
tent to express an opinion. I think, there_fore, 
that it is a question for the Conference 1tself 
to decide whether we intend to limit the func
tions of the Office international in· the way 
suggested by Dr. Carriere or wh~ther we .sho~ld 
leave it free to take up a questton of this kmd 
on"'its own motion. · 
. There is one argument, perhaps, in favour of 

leaving the Office international free to take up 
a matter of this kind on its own motion ; the 
Office international d'Hyg,iene publique includes 
representatives of States which are not Members 
of the League of Nations, and it might be that 
one of those States might wish to bring up a 
question of the kind to which Article 8 refers,· 
and the natural and the most convenient way 
for it to do so would be to bring it up at a 
meeting of the Office international. It is 
not for me to express any opinion on the point ; 
but I would like to hear what Dr. Carriere has 
to say about ft. 

The President: 
Translation : M. Carriere, delegate of Swit

zerland, will address the Conference. 

M. Carrlire (Switzerland) : 
Translation : To begin with, it is evident 

that, if the Drafting Committee had wished to 
preserve our text, it had only to utilise the 

text which was proposed to it : "When the 
International Health Office, 'avec le cotzcours' of 
the Health Committee of the League of Nations, 
shall have declared, etc', .. " -

The Drafting Committee thought fit to give its 
own interpretation to this ~ext, si~ce it changed" 
it and adopted the followmg : In the event 
of the International Health Office, after con
sultation with the Health Committee of the 
League of Nations, deciding, etc ... " 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
The Drafting Committee had to follow the 

English text. 

M. Carriere (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I am not familiar with the 

English text, but I cannot imagine that it is 
very different from the French text. The 
French text says "avec le concours", which 
cannot possibly be understood as "apres consul
tation". It was with a knowledge of the text 
submitted to it that the Drafting Committee 
thought it better to define and explain what 
Sub-Committee F meant by the ''concours" of 
the Office international d'Hygiene publique, 
a •' concours" which consists in having recourse to 
the advice of that office which has become the 

· advisory organ to .the Health Committee of 
the League of Nations. 

It seems to me clear that the Office interna
tional d'Hygiene publique at Par~s can on_ly 
act as an advisory body. The Draftmg Commtt
tee, having thought it expedient to m~ke this 
point clear, I in my turn have thought 1t usefl!l 
to give it the meaning which we intended 1t 
to have and which, I repeat, is the following : 
The International Health Office, fulfilling the 
duties assigned to it, will be the advisory organ 
on this question. 

In reply to the question asked b~ Sir Mal~olm 
Delevingne, I admtt that the Office mternahonal 
d'Hygiene publique. prese!v~s. of course, ?om
plete independe~ce, an_d tf 1t. o.n~ ~ay wt«hes 
to raise the queshon on 1ts own tmhahve nobody 
can prevent it from doing so .. 

As we are concerned, however, with the appli
cation of a Convention, a ·matter which falls 
within the competence of the League of Nations, 
it is obvious that, when the Office international 
d'Hygiene publique deems it expedient to take 
such initiative, it will have to forward the results 
thereof to the Health Committee of the League of 
Nations, that is to say, to the body entrus~ed 
with the execution of this part of the Convention 
which we are preparing. · 

The President : 
Translation : If nobody else desires to speak 

on Artide 8, it will be adopted in principle and 
referred to the Drafting Committee. 

M. Carriere (Switzerland): 
Translation : I should like to point out, 

Mr. President, that we are faced with a question 
of drafting and a question of principle. Do you 
not think that the Conference should pronounce 
on the question of principle ? 

The President : 
1 

Translation : I do. Accordingly, I call 
upon those members of the Conference who 
would like to give their opinion on the question 
of principle to do so. 
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As no one wishes ta speak, 1 declare Article 8 adopted and referred to the Drafting Com 'tt 
A 

. 
1 8 

mt ee. 
. rite e . was adopted and referred to lh D fl-
mg CommJttee. _ · e ra 

Article 9· 

The text of Article 9 was read as follows : 
. "Notwithstanding the provisions of Ar

ticles ~ and 6, any Contracting Party may 
auth~nse the ~upply t_o the public by 
c~emtsts, ~~;t thetr. own discretion, as medi
cmes, for tm~ed!at~ use in urgent case;;, 
o_f the fo_llowmg op1ate officinal prepara
tions : tmcture of opium, Sydenham lau
danum and Dover powder. The maximum 
~ose, however, which may be supplied 
m such _cases must not contain more than 
25· centtg:ammes of officinal opium, and 
the c~e.rmst must enter in his books the 
qu~nhhes, as provided in Article 6 (c)." 

The President. r 

. Translation : The discussion on Article 9 
IS open. 

M. Betances, delegate of the Dominican Repub
lic, wi~ address the Conference. 

M. Betances (Dominican Republic): 
. Translation : During the discussion· of Sub
Committ~e. F's rep?rt the honourable delegate 
of the Bnhsh Emp1re opposed this article with 
argu.ments · that were conclusive. I entirely 

. agr.ee with him. The following are the reasons 
wh1ch have led me to oppose the proposal 
whereby chemists shall be permitted to sell to 
th~ publi~, without a medical prescription, cer
tam medicaments containing opium. 

In authorising a chemist to sell or prescribe 
to a customer laudanum or tincture of opium on 
the grounds that that ·customer is in pain of 
some kind, we are giving to the chemist the 
powers of a doctor, a procedure which is ron
trary to the laws of all countries. The chemist 
cannot know whether he is dealing with an opium 
addict who simulates pain in order to obtain 
a certain quantity of opium, or whether the 
customer is a man in real pain which can be 
assuaged by a dose of opium which he is allowed 
to supply. Such a decision is not always an 
easy one even for an experienced doctor to 
take. Moreover, I think it doubtful whether the 
pain caused by certain illnesses can be assuaged 

. by the soothing medicine. w.hich it would be 
. possible to sell in this way. I have known 

opium and ether addicts who managed to obtain 
small quantities of laudanum or ether from 
chemists on the grounds that no ·doctor wa<; 
within instant call. These addicts saved up 
small quantities of the drug obtained in this 
way and consumed them later to satisfy their 
vicious inclination. 

As regards Dover powder, this is no longer 
a medicine for urgent use, and it would be 
necessary to know the pathological cases in 
which it gives satisfactory results. 

Although an authorisation to supply this 
preparation might not be abused by h~:mest 
and conscientious chemists, I am com·mced 
that others would seek to profit by this opportti
nity to deal in a traffic dangerous to the public. 

In addition to the reasons I have just .set 
forth there is one which seems to me still more ' . convincing. Article 9 should not fi~ure m a 
Convention such as we are about to s1gn. The 
provisions of this article should, in the natural 

. . 

course of events, be included in the regulations 
made ~y each country for the sale of narcotics 
~n~ pmson?us substances. In countries where 
1t 1s somehmes difficult to obtain the scr\'iccs 
of !1 doctor at short notice, or where the regu-
1<;-hons for the sale of these·products as medi
cmes are t01_1 se.'·e~e and cause genuine hardship 
t? th~ pubhc, 1t 1s t'asy to modify the rcgula
t~ons m ~uch a way as not to be in contradiction 
e1the.r wtth t_he letter or the spirit of our Con
':ent!On or \~'l~h the laws which govern the pmc
hce of med1cme. As we know, most nation,; 
already have tlleir own regulations on this 
matter, ~rawn up in conformity with pre\'ious 
Conventions, and framed to meet the particular 
needs of each country. 

I. will not emph_asi.se the dang"'rs which thi'\ 
arttcle woul~ entatl 1f it Wt're incorporated in 
our Co~ventlon. It would weaken the ji\Oral 
foundations of the Convention and detract from 
the humanitarian purpose it has in view. 1 
~epeat, the question dealt with in this article 
~s a matter rath_er for regulation in each country, 
~n so far, that IS, as certain countries consider 
1t to be of any real practical value. Accordingly 
I _must . still refuse to give my adherence t~ 
th1s arhcle, and I propose that it should be 
dropped . 

The Prealden\ : 

Tra11sldtion : 111. Pinto-Escalier dl·lcgate of 
Bolivia, will address the Confcrenc~ . 

M. Pinto- Escaller (Bolivia) : · 
Translation : I agree with what M. Bc

·tanccs has said. As a doctor, I do not think 
that there are sufficient reasons for authorising 
the chemist to supply as medicines for urgent 

·use the preparations referred to in this article. 
I, for my part, also propose that this article 
should be dropped. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Carri~re, dckgate of Swit

zerland, will address the (' onfcrcnce. 

M. Carrlire (Switzl'rland) : 
Tra11slalion : If I rightly understood the 

arguments used by the delegate of the Domini· 
can Republic, 111. Betances wishes Article q 
to be deleted. I think that 111. Betanccs 'Ylcl 
111. Pinto~Escalier have exaggerated the impor· 
tance of this article. There' is no question 
of removing these products from the scope of 
the regulations provided for in the Convention. 
Clearly Sydenham laudanum and tincture of 
opium would remain subject to the provisions 
of the Convention and to the laws promul· 
gated in virtue of that Convention. 

All we ltave wished to do is to prov\de for a 
very simple case. Let us imagine some unfor
tunate man - and this is an accident which 
might happen to any of us - seized with colic 
in the street. He enters a chemist's shop, and 
asks for a few drops of laudanum, not having 
time to take other treatment. We do not 
want this unfortunate man to encounter an 
inhuman rigidity on the part of the chemist 
who, by a strict observance of the law, might 
say to hill', "I cannot give you your 20 drops of 
laudanum. Go to a. doctor in the neighbour
hood and when you have your prescription, 
bring it to me and I will give you the laudanum 
you want." That is the case against which 
we wish to provide. 
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The provision suggested in ~rticle 9 wou!d 
be in the nature of an exception and remam 
moreover purely optional. We say, "Any Con
tracting Party may" do this. Consequently, 
those parties which consider such a measure 
to be contrary to their laws, _customs and usage 
are at liberty not to adopt Jt. . 

Finally, the question is a purely_domeshc one, 
which in our opinion is· of quite secondary 
importance. A chemist will act in this matter 
on his own responsibility. He will, of co~r~e, be 
obliged to enter in his boo~s the qua1_1t1t1es of 
laudanum or tincture of opmm thus dispensed. 
In this way it will be possible to check any_abu~ 
of the authorisation conferred upon him m 
virtue of this article. 

The Preeldimt : 
Trqnslation : 1\f. Betances, delegate of the 

Dominican Republic, will address the Con
ference. 

M, de Betancea (Dominican Republic) : 
Translation : From what M. Carriere has 

just said I think I must have expre~sed 
myself badly. At the same time, I do seriously 
ask how a chemist can know whether the cus
tomer coming into his shop is in real pain. I 
am sure that even a doctor would find it difft
cult to say. The customer in question may be 
merely pretending, with . the sole. object . of 
obtaining a certain quantity of op1um, which 
he wiii eas-ily be able to do if he goes from one 
chemist to another on the same pretext. I have 
myself known cases of opium addicts obtai~ing 
opium in this way. Accordingly, I am )US· 
tified in my apprehensions as regards the dangers 
of Article 8. 

The Prealdent : 
Translation : M. de Myttenaere, delegate of 

Belgium, will address the Conference. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : I am sorry to have to take up 

the time of the Conference with more or less 
scientific considerations, but, as Dr. Carriere 
has very rightly said, they are less scientific 
than they appear. Dr. Carriere quoted to you 
the example of what might happen to any of 
us, namely, that we should suddenly be seized 
with pain in the street and be obliged to enter 
the . first chemist's shop we could find. Some 
members of the Conference do not appear to 
take incid~nts of this nature quite sufficiently 
into account. They fear that a medicine which 
is indispensable in urgent cases will afford an 
opportunity for a dishonest chemist to evade 
the law. For my part, I believe the truth 
to be exactly the opposite, and yet I am in 
charge of the suppression of fraud in Belgium. 
The excessive severity of the laws only hits 
honest traders. 

Surgeon-General Blue, delegate of the United 
States, who was so anxious to reduce to a mini
mum the production and distribution of nar
cotics, himself admitted in his minority report 
that it was necessary to authorise chemists 
to supply medicine in urgent cases, while await
ing the arrival of the doctor. 

That is what I might call the medical reason 
for this article, but there is another far ·more 
important point. 

When my French colleague, M. -Perrot,' and 
myself arrived here, we were astounded to see 

the large number of exceJ?tions ~o the Hag_ue 
Convention provided for m y~nous countnes 
in regard to this or that medJcm.e,. whereas. we 
ourselves had applied in the stnctest posstble 
way the legislation arising out of the Hague 
Convention. . . 

Great Britain has a whole page of exceptions, 
and so has Germany. Further, .I am even to!d 
by my colleague on Sub-Commtttee .F th3:t m . 
Italy the distribution of laudanum IS_ entirely 
free. I therefore came to the conc!uswn ~hat 
it was absolutely necessary for a committee 
of ·experts and an international Con~erence_ to 
have all these exceptions brought mto line. 
If we wish to leave the . different ph~rmaco
pceias free to call the vanous preparations by 
any given name, well and good, but at le~st 
let all the exceptions to the Hague Convention 
be the same. 

Article 8 of the draft Convention provides 
that in the event of the Office international 
d'Hygiene publ~q?e decidin~ that c~rtain pre- . 
parations contammg na~cotlc alkal?~ds cannot 
give rise to the drug habit, the provtsw_ns of the 
present Convention shall not be apphcable to 
these preparations. This shows clearly that 
our desire is to suppress fraud, not to encourage 
it. Our humanitarian aims have urged us t.o 
facilitate the obtaining of indispensable medi
cines by those who are in pain. We do not, 
however, go so far as to approve of the free 
sale of laudanum. · · : 

I wiii give you a.concrete example a~ regards 
the facilities for obtaining pharmaceutical pro
ducts. During one of my tours of inspection, 
a chemist said to me, "Inspector, I lost a customer· 
yesterday. Not having the right to issue Dover· 
powder without a prescription,. I had to refu.se 
an urgent request for so centigrammes of 1t, 
and this morning the man came to tell me. t~at 
his father was dead, because I had been unwJ!hng 
to supply him with the medicine which ordi
narily gives relief. . I was told by fl_lY customer 
that in future he would deal With anotl.er 
chemist." 
· I fully realise that in this. case there is no 
relation between cause and effect, but the case· 
serves to show the possible results of excessive 
restrictions. If they are too severe, they prove 
unfair to honest tradesmen. We have pro
vided the means to relax them in certain urgent . 
cases on the responsibility of the chemist. We 
do not make it obligatory to adopt this sugges
tion. In Article 9 we say: "Any Contracting , 
Party may authorise" ; we do not say "shall". 

Gentlemen, I would lay stress on that point. 
This is not a question of the carrying out by 
a chemist of the duties of the doctor, any more 
than the question of encouraging fraud. Article 
q simply provides for. the protection of the 
honest trader, and for rendering uniform the 
exceptions to the Opium Convention. 

The President : 
Tra11slation : M. Betances, de1egate of the 

Dominican Republic, will address the Confe
rence. 

M. Betancea (Dominican Republic) : 
Translatio11 : M. de Myttenaere, as a, 

lea~ned pharmaceutical expert, has spoken 
from the chemist's point. of view. I should 
like to speak as a doctor. 

I note that our Belgian colleague has under
taken to defend this artide, although in a 
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previous speech he spoke against the sale of heroin, 
which is nevertheless a medicine for urgent 
use. A patient may die from being unable to 
obtain heroin at a moment's notice. This is 
an unquestionable fact, but when 1\I. de Myt
tenaere tells us that a man died because he 

· could not obtain Dover powder, I can only say 
it is the first time that I have heard of such 
a thing. 

Moreover, there are many diseases for which 
opium and' .opium products are definitely 
required. This is a question beyond the power 
of a chemist to decide. I appeal to the honour
able members present who are doctors. 

The President. : 
Translation : lit Perrot. delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. · 

. M. Perrot. {Fran~e) : 
Translation : I may be forgiven for adding 

one word to this discussion, which is carrying 
us far from the point of view that ought to 
occupy our attention. I have no \\ish to 
become involved in this . medico-pharmaceu
tical discussion. · I want to state the point of 
view of the man in the street. as Dr. Carri~re 
has done. The man in the street, when he is 
in pain, goes to a chemist and asks him for 
some substance which, in certain countries 
mentioned by M. de Myttenaere, the chemist 
is obliged to refuse. · . . 

In France, the regulations which we made in 
1916 are so strict that they are now being 
revised. When I told my Government that 
I had accepted the proposal put forward by 
M. de Myttenaere, I was informed that I had 
gone beyond the regulations oLmy country. · 
. We are now submitting to you a formula in 

the hope that it will avoid errors on the side 
of excessive severity, for there is. always a 

. scapegoat - either the chemist or the public 
itself. 

I shall therefore ask you to give the question 
your favourable consideration. Whatever my 
friend, M. Betances, may think, the public 

' runs no danger. For example, if a sick person 
with evil intentions asks his chemist two or 

· three times for laudanum it will be refused 
him. In any case there is no public danger, 
and that is the. point I wish to make. 

The President. : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. · 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
Mr. President, I desire to support the motion 

of the delegate of the Dominican Republic ; 
that is, the motion to omit Article g. I regret 
to find myself again opposed to my Belgian 
colleague, but, at any rate, I am happy on this 
occasion to feel that I am on the right side, 
that I am taking the side which he took yes
terday morning in urging the Conference not 
to agree to the sale of dangerous preparations 
to the public except on a medical prescription. 
This is the point which is raised by this article, 
this proposal which bas been submitted to us 
by Sub-Committee F : Are these· preparations 
to be sold to the public otherwise than on a 
medical prescription ? 

I want first of all to say a word on the refe
rence made by the Belgian delegate to certain 

exceptions to the Hague Convention which lie 
says are contained in the British regulations. 
It is quite true that there are·certain exceptions, 
but there are no exceptions which would not . 
fall within the scope of Article 8, which we have 
just adopted; that is to say, we have no excep
tions for any preparations except those which, 
by the nature of the compound, are unsuitable 
for use, and do not lend themselves to use, by 
an addict .. Among those freparations I may 
mention Dover powder, and have no doubt that, 
when Article 8 comes to be put into force by the 
Office international d'Hygiene publique and 
the Health Committee of the League, Dover 
powder will be one of the exemptions which 
they will recommend, and, in this case, Article 
g, so far as it refers to Dover powder, will 
become superfluous. · 

I heard "ith some surptise from the Bel~ian 
.delegate that the sale of laudanum in Italy was 
entirely unrestricted. If that is so, I am sure 
we shall an await with interest the explanation 
which no doubt the Italian delegate will give us. 
We have always held in England, and I believe 
it has been held, at any rate, in the majority 
of countries, that laudanum is one of the pre
parations included among those in Article 14 
of the Hague Convention as a preparation which 
contains more than 0.2 per cent of morphine. 

Now to come to the substance of the proposal 
before us ; this is not a matter, of course, on 
which I could claim to speak with any autho
rity and I. therefore felt it my duty to consult the 
medical authorities of the British Government. 

I have received a very strong opinion from 
them that they are opposed to any sale of lau
danum unless it is diluted bl·low the limit 
of o.2 per cent mentioned in the Hague Con
vention. They cannot conceive any emergency 
.in which the administration by a chemist of 
laudanum containing morphine in excess of that 
limit of o.2 per cent ought to precede consultation 
with a doctor. ·This is an opinion upon which 
I am bound to act, and I think that, coming from 
the medical authorities of Great Britain, it is 
an opinion which ought to carry some weight 
with the Conference. 

The opinion of Surgeon-General Blue has 
been mentioned. .This is what Surgeon-General 
Blue says in his minority report (I shall not 
quote the whole passage, but only the rclevan~ 
sentences) : "As it would be possible" -
he means as it would be possible under the 
recommendation of Sub-Committee F - "for 
a person to obtain eight grains of opium" (he 
was referring to the original recommendation of 
Sub-Committee F that the quantity allowed 
to be administered by the chemists should be 
fifty centigrammes ; that has now been reduced 
to twenty-five and so I presume "4" would 
be substituted for "8") "at a single purchase 
and by proceeding from one chemist's shop to 

·another, the same individual might obtain enough 
orium in a single day to satisfy the demands 
o a dozen addicts ... " That is a very strong 
expression of opinion. He goes on to say: "No 
doubt the restriction which the delegation" -
that is, the United States delegation - "sug
gests might inconvenience the customer, but 
physicians will generally agree that 12 centi
grammes of tincture of opium contain sufficient 
opium to relieve any acute case of illness. 
Opium is, of course, palliative, not curative, 
in its action, and it does positive harm in many 
cases of disease, aside from its tendency to create 
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addiction". I do not think that it is possible to 
quote Surgeon-General Blue in support of the 
recommendation we have before us, in Article 1). 

. The Belgian delegate has said to _me in 
private conversation (I ho~e that he Will _not 
mind my referring to a pnvate conversation) 
that the effect of this Article 9 will not really 
make very much difference, and that the usual 
dose whic"h would be administered by a ·chemist 
in cases of urgency would not in fact exceed.the 
limit of o.2 per cent which is already allowed by 
the Hague Convention. If that is so ~and _he 
will correct me of course if I am quoting h1m 
wrongly), what is the necessity for this Article at 
all ? If the ordinarv dose will not exceed the 
limit already allowed' by Article 14 of the I;I~gue 
Convention a limit which is reproduced m the c • • h 
text of the new Convention, what 1s t e neces-
sity .for this article ? 

The Hague Convention and the ne~ C~nven
tion will allow the supply by the chem1st Without 
a medical prescription of _dose~ whi~h come 
witl1in the exemption contatned m Article 14 of 
the Hague Convention and in Article 4 of the 
present draft. But as a matter of fact the pre
sent article would allow the supply of a s!lbstance 
such as laudanum in strengths greatly m excess 
of the limit bf 0.2 per cent. The usual dose 
might not contain more, but it would be op~n, 
under the wording of this article, for a chem1st 
to supply to a member 9f the public a ~o~e of 
laudanum which greatly exceeded the hm1t of 
strength allowed .by the H:tgue Convention. 
This is an important effect whtch the Conference 
should bear in mind. 

The delegate of the Dominican Republic laid 
stress on the danger which will be caused by the 
adoption of this article. He said - and I 
entirely agree with him - that it will be P<;>S
sible for an addiCt to go round to one chemist 
after another and obtain supplies of the prepa
rations which would give him a sufficient. quan
tity to indulge his addiction. . That may not 
be a very likely thing to happen in a small 
community, but certainly in any large town 
where there are scores, or hundreds, of chemists, 
it is a very real danger.· I know from 
my own experience of the administration of 
these laws in England that such cases are not 
imaginary but that they really do happen. 
"l;he addtct will go to any shifts in order to 
obtain the drugs· he requires to satisfy his 
addiction, and it is quite certain that, if this 
article came into force, it would be one means 
by which the addict would attempt to obtain 
his supplies of the drugs. 

It has been said that this is a national ques
tion and not an international question and that 
the article only leaves it to the discretion of 
each country to decide what it should do, 
taking into account its own circumstances, and 
docs not impose an obligation. I do not think, 
however, that this has been quite the point 
of view from which we have been drawing up 
this Convention. 

As I said yesterday, we certainly do not want 
to impose on all countries provisions which are 
only applicable to the circumstances of some 
countries. But this is an article which would alter 
an existing provision in the Hague Convention. 
The Hague Convention has been in force for 
four years. We have not heard, at least I have 
not heard, of any difficulties which have arisen 
under the administration of the provisions of 
the Hague Convention. We are asked therefore, 

as it seems to me, to lower the standard 
which was adopted in 1912 ~nd to set a new 
standard which the world Will naturally con-
ceive itself entitled to follow. . 

In those circumstances, I ask the Conference, 
in the absence of any strong case in support 
of the article, to vote against it. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. de Myttenaere, 

delegate of Belgium, to speak. · 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : I want to say that one cannot 

in justice compare my attitude yesterday ~th 
my attitude to-day. To-day we are askmg 
for the supply of 25 milligrammes. of morphine 
as a medicine for urgent use, and th1s re<Juest has 
nothing in common with the possibility of 
scattering throughout the world hundreds of 
thousands of phials containing 50 centigrammes 
of heroin. - · 

The President 
Translation : I call upon M. Pernambuco, 

delegate of Brazil, to speak. 

M. Pernambuco (Brazil) : 
Translation : Allow me to quote to yon a 

few facts in regard to this matter. One day 
a man went into a chemist's shop to soothe his 
pain with some medicine:- The chemist ga':e 
him laudanum. Some time afterwards th1s 
man wa~ taking :zoo grammes of morphine a 
day. That man was de Quincey, the great 
English author. 

Trousseau has recounted to us numerous · 
examples of this sort. Some _of his observations 
show that sick persons in pain, who start by 
absorbing very small quantities of laudanum, 
end by taking as much as 200 grammes per 
diem.. He even records a doctor who took 
Bo grammes of laudanum a day, which proved 
most unfortunate for his practice since .he 
ended by betraying the code of professional 
secrecy. 

Women who unhesitatingly take laudanum · 
to soothe their pain too' easily accustom them- • 
selves to this substance and end by taking large 
quantities. . 

As for Dover powder, I do not think that 
it is really necessary to consider tbis as a medi
cine for urgent use. In my opinion, it is really 
very dangerous to give sick persons the oppor
tunity of obtaining these opiates without. a . 
medical prescription, for it is merely puttmg 
them on the road to the drug habit. 

As Sir Malcolm Delevingne has shown, a 
sick person can very easily go the rou!ld of the 
chemists' shops and collect substantial quan
tities. it has been observed in hospitals that 
drug addicts have profited by changes in the 
medical staff in order to obtain their favourite 
drug.. . . . · . 

I am therefore in favour of the deletion of thts 
article. 

The Preslden\ : 
Translation : Dr. Fabris, delegate of Italy, 

will address the Conference. 

Dr. Fabris (Italy) : 
Translation : In Italy the sale of laudanum 

has been left free, for laudanum is regarded as 
a remedy for urgent use. So.far no disadvan
tages have accrued. Nevertheless, the Italian 
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delegation gladly accepts the restriction intro
duced into Sub-Committee F's report and 
into Article 9 of the Convention. The Italian 
Government will necessarily have to modify its 
regulations concerning laudanum. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : The Chairman of Sub-Com

mittee F and myself, the author of the proposal, 
agree to withdraw it. If it is not put forward 
again, please regard it as withdrawn. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : Since M. 'Perrot withdraws the 

whole of this article, there is no reason to con
tinue the discussion. At the same time, I 
shall venture to make one remark. By with
drawing it we shall be leaving the chemists 
entirely free. Nor do I quite understand the 
attitude taken up by the opponents of this 
article and by the representatives of Sub-Com
mittee F, who are proposing to withdraw it. 
What surprises me, in the attitude of the 
opponents of this Article, is that, when it was 
being discussed, they did not object to Article 4. 
which allows. manufacturers full liberty to 
supply tons of. morphine and cocaine solutions 
without any control under the terms of the 
Convention. I regret the withdrawal of Article 
9 and, if the Conference will allow it; I shall 
bring it forward again. 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) · : 
Translation : We stand by this Article 9, 

for, in view of· the geographical conditions of 
Turkey, where· there are very few chemists 
and doctors, we are obliged to leave the sale 
of laudanum free. 

M. Carriere (Switzerland) : 
Translation : We are placed in a rather 

peculiar situation. As the delegate of Poland 
has brought forward Article 9 again, we seem 
to be formally called upon to discuss or vote on 
this article. Speaking as. the delegate of 
Switzerland, I am in agreement with the prop'l-.al 
of the Polish delegate. In view of the discus
sions we have been having, I think it is unneces
sary to prolong the debate and would ask 
.whether it would not be better to proceed at 
once to the vote. 

The President : 
Translation : The Swiss delegate proposes 

that the discussion should be closed. I should 
like to have the opinion of the Conference. 

M. Betances, delegate ofthe Dominican Repub
lic, will address the Conference. 

M. Bentacee (Dominican Republic): 
Translation .: I should like to be. allowed to 

add two words on this question. · 
The honourable delegate for ·Poland;in speak

ing of morphine, failed to remark that Article 4 
was followed by Articles 5, 6 and 7· As regards 
the necessity of allowing chemists to give lau
danum in certain cases, they might certainly 
just as well give a few drops of water. It 
would come to the same thing. I beg to read 
to you in this connection the opinion of a remark
able specialist, 1\1. Pagador, who has published 
a very interesting book on opium addicts : 

"Laudanum addicts, who are more nume
rous than one might suppose, pass through 
all the stages of intoxication - spasms, 

nightmares, . visual and auditory halluci
nations vomitings and a tendency to 
coma. 'Half-cured morfhine addicts turn 
to laudanum, instead o morphine, during 
their periods of abstinence." 

Owing to the charactt>ristics of the drug habit, 
anyone can obtain fro~ a chemist the_ lau~a
num necessary for the mdulg_cnce ?f h1s v1ce. 
The door must be closed to th1s. S1ck persons, 
instead of going to the chemist, can apply to 
the nearest public clinic : clinics . such as 
already exist in many parts of certam towns: 
Laudanum and tincture of opium must be 
brought within the scope of Article 4. and t~eir 
sale must be forbidden except upon a med1cal 
prescription. 

The President : 
Translation : The discussion is closed. •The 

Sub-Committee having withdrawn its proposal 
as regards Article 9, the draft before you no 
longer contains this article. \Ve have, however, 
the proposal of the first delegate for Pol~nd to 
re-include this article in the draft. I will· ask 
you to vote upon the rc-inclusion of Article 9 
in our draft Convention. 

There-inclusion of .4. rticle 9 was adopted l1y 14 
votes to n. 

A rticlc Io. 

The text of Article IO was read as follows 
"In the event of the International 

Health Office, after consultation with the 
Health Committee of the League of Nations, 
finding that any new derivative of morphin~ 
or cocaine, any alkaloid of opium or the 
coca leaf, or any other narcotic drug, to 
which the present Convention does not 
apply, is liable to similar abuse and pro
ductive of similar ill-effects as the substances 
covered by the Convention, the Health 
Committee shall inform the Council of 
the League accordingly and recommend that 
the provisions of the present Convention 
shall be apvlied to such substance. 

"The Council of the League shall commu
nicate the said recommendation to the 
Contracting Parties. Any Contracting 
Party which is prepared to accept the re
commendation shall notify the Secretary., 
General of the League accordingly. 

"As soon as ten of the Contracting Parties 
have notified the Secretary-General of their 
acceptance of the recommendation, the 
provisions of the present Convention shall 
apply, as between such Contracting Parties, 
to the substarce in question." 

The President. : 
Translation : Before opening the discussion . 

on this article, I would repeat that the proce
dure applying to Article 8 will apply also to the 
first paragraph of Article 10. . 

I call upon 1\1. El Guindy, delegate of Egypt, 
to speak. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I request that the last para

graph of this Article should be deleted and the 
second paragraph modified as follows : 

"The Council of the League of Nations 
shall communicate the said recommendation 
to the Contracting Parties, As soon as 
this communication is made, the provisions 
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addiction". I do not think that it is possible to 
quote Surgeon-General Blue in support of the 
recommendation we have before us, in Article C). 
. The Belgian delegate has said to _me in 
private conversation (I ho~e that he w1ll _not 
mind my referring to a pnvate conversation) 
that the effect of this Article 9 will not really 
make very much difference, and that the us~al 
dose which would be administered by a chem1st 
in cases of urgency would not in fact exceed.the 
limit of 0.2 per cent which is already allowed by 
the Hague Convention. If that is so ~and _he 
will correct me of course if I am quotmg h1m 
wrongly), what is the necessity for this Article at 
all ? If the ordinary dose will not exceed the 
limit already allowed by Article I4 of the ¥"gue 
Convention a limit which is reproduced m the ( , h . h text of the new Convention, w at rs t e neces-
sity ,for this article ? · 

The Hague Convention and the ne:w C~nven
tion will allow the supply by the chem1:t w1thout 
a medical prescription of dose~ wh1~h come 
within the exemption contained m Article I4 of 
the Hague Convention and in Article 4 of the 
present draft. But as a matter of fact the pre
sent article would allow the supply of a substance 
such as laudanum in strengths greatly in excess 
of the limit bf 0.2 per cent. The usual dose 
might not contain more, but it would be op~n, 
under the wording of this article, for a chem1st 
to supply to a member 9f the public a ~o:e of 
laudanum which greatly exceeded the hm1t of 
strength allowed .by the Hague Convention. 
This is an important effect which the Conference 
should bear in mind. 

The delegate of the Dominican Republic laid 
stress on the danger which will be caused by the 
adoption of this· article. He said - and I 
entirely agree with him - that it will be P?S
sible for an addiCt to go round to one chem1st 
after another and obtain supplies of the prepa
rations which would give him a sufficient quan
tity to indulge his addiction. . That may not 
be a very likely thing to happen in a small 
community, but certainly in any large town 
where there are scores, or })undreds, of chemists, 
it is a very real danger.· I know from 
my own experience of the administration of 
these laws in England that such cases are not 
imaginary but that they really do happen. 
'];he addict will go to any shifts in order to 
obtain the drugs· he requires to satisfy his 
addiction, and it is quite certain that, if this 
article came into force, it would be one means 
by which the addict would attempt to obtain 
his supplies of the drugs. 

It has been said that this is a national ques
tion and not an international question and that 
the article only leaves it to the discretion of 
each country to decide what it should do, 
taking into account its own circumstances, and 
does not impose an obligation. I do not think, 
however, that this has been quite the point 
of View from which we have been drawing up 
this Convention. 
~s I said yesterday, we certainly do not want 

to Impose on all countries proVisions which are 
only applicable to the circumstances of some 
countries. But this is an article which would alter 
an existing provision in the Hague Convention. 
The Hague Convention has been in force for 
four years. We have not heard, at least I have 
not heard, of any difficulties which have arisen 
under the administration of the provisions of 
the Hague Convention. We are asked therefore, 

as it seems to me; to lower the standard 
which was adopted in I9I2 ~nd to set a new 
standard which the world w1ll naturally con-
ceive itself entitled to follow. . . 

In those circumstances, I ask the Conference, 
in the absence of any strong case in support 
of the article, to vote against it. 

· The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. de Myttenaere, 

delegate of Belgium, to speak. · 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : I want to say that one cannot 

in justice compare my attitude yesterday ~th 
my attitude to-day. To-day we are askmg 
for the supply of 25 milligrammes_ of morphine 
as a medicine for urgent use, and this request has 
nothing in common with the possibility of 
scattering throughout the world hundreds of 
thousands of phials containing 50 centigrammes 
of heroin. · · 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Pernambuco, 

delegate of Brazil, to speak. 

M. Pernambuco (Brazil) : 
Translation : Allow me to quote to yon a 

few facts in regard to this matter. One day 
a man went into a chemist's shop to soothe his 
pain with some medicine.. The chemist gave 
him laudanum. Some time afterwards this 
man wae taking 2oo grammes of morphine a 
day. That man was de Quincey, the great 
English author. 

Trousseau has recounted to us numerous · 
examples of this sort. Some _of his observations 
show that sick persons in pain, who start by 
absorbing very small quantities of laudanum, 
end by taking as much as 200 grammes per 
diem.. He even records a doctor who took 
Bo grammes of laudanum a day, which proved 
most unfortunate for his practice since .he 
ended by betraying the code of professional 
secrecy. 

Women who unhesitatingly take laudanum 
to soothe their pain too· easily accustom them
selves to this substance and end by taking large 
quantities. . 

As for Dover powder, I do not think that 
it is really necessary. to consider this as a medi
cine for urgent use. In my opinion, it is really 
very dangerous to give sick persons the oppor
tunity of obtaining these opiates without. a 
medical prescription, for it is merely putting 
them on the road to the drug habit. 

As Sir Malcolm Delevingne has shown, a 
sick person can very easily go the round of the 
chemists' shops and collect substantial quan
tities. It has been observed in hospitals that 
drug addicts have profited by changes in the 
medical staff in order to obtain their favourite 
~~- . 

I am therefore in favour of the deletion of this 
article. 

The President : 
Translatiott : Dr. Fabris, delegate of Italy, 

will address the Conference. 

Dr. Fabris (Italy) : 
Translation : In Italy the sale of laudanum 

has been left free, for laudanum is regarded as 
a remedy for urgent use. So.far no disadvan
tages have accrued. Nevertheless, the Italian 
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delegation gladly accepts the restriction intro
duced into Sub-Committee F's report and 
into Article 9 of the Convention. The Italian 
Government will necessarily have to modify its 
regulations concerning laudanum. 

M. Perro\ (France) : 
Translation : The Chairman of Sub-Com

mittee F and myself, the author of the proposal, 
agree to withdraw it. If it is not put forward 
again, please regard it as withdrawn. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) ; 
Translation : Since M:Perrot withdraws the 

whole of this article, there is no reason to con
tinue the discussion. At the same time, I 
shall venture to make one remark. By with
drawing it we shall be leaving the chemists 
entirely free. Nor do I quite understand the 

. attitude taken up by the opponents of this 
article and by the representatives of Sub-Com
mittee F, who are proposing to withdraw it. 
What surprises me, in the attitude of the 
opponents of this Article, is that, when it was 
being discussed, they did not object to Article 4, 
which allows manufacturers full liberty to 
supply tons of. morphine and cocaine solutions 
without any control under the terms of the 
Convention. I regret the withdrawal of Article 
9 and, if the Conference will allow it; 1 shall 
bring it forward again. 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
Translation .: We stand by this Article g, 

for, in view of· the geographical conditions of 
Turkey, where· there are very few chemists 
and doctors, we are obliged to leave the sale 
of laudanum free. 

M. Carriere (Switzerland) : 
Translation : We are placed in a rather 

peculiar situation. As the delegate of Poland 
has brought forward Article 9 again, we seem 
to be formally called upon to discuss or vote on 
this article. Speaking as. the delegate of 
Switzerland, I am in agreement with the prop'l~al 
of the Polish delegate. In view of the discus
sions we have been having, I think it is unneces
sary to prolong the debate and would ask 
.whether it would not be better to proceed at 
once to the vote. 

The President : 
Translation : The Swiss delegate proposes 

that the ·discussion should be closed. I should 
like to have the opinion of the Conference. 

M. Betances, delegate of the Dominican Repu b
lic, will address the Conference. 

M. Bentacea (Dominican Republic): 
Translation : I should like to be. allowed to 

add two words on this question. · 
The honourable delegate for ·Poland; in speak

ing of morphine, failed to remark that Article 4 
was followed by Articles 5, 6 and 7· As regards 
the necessity of allowing chemists to give lau
danum in certain cases, they might certainly 
just as well give a few drops of water. It 
would come to the same thing. I beg to read 
to you in this connection the opinion of a remark
able specialist, 1\1. Pagador, who has published 
a very interesting book on opium addicts : 

"Laudanum addicts, who are more nume
rous than one might suppose, pass through 
all the stages of intoxication - spasms, 

niahtmares, . visual and auditory halluci
n:rtions vomitings and a tendency to 
coma. 'Half-cured morphine addicts turn 
to laudanum, instead of morphine, during 
their periods of abstinence." 

Owing to the characteristics of the drug habit, 
anyone can obtain from a chemist the lauda
num necessary for the indulg_ence ?f his vice. 
The door must be closed to th1s. S1ck persons, 
instead of going to the chemist, can apply to 
the nearest public clinic : clinics. such as 
already exist in many parts of certam towns; 
Laudanum and tincture of opium must be 
brought within the scope of Article 4, and their 
sale must be forbidden except upon a medical 
prescription. 

The President : 
Translation : The discussion is closed. •The 

Sub-Committee having withdrawn its proposal 
as regards Article 9. the draft before you no 
longer contains this article. \Ve have, however, 
the proposal .of th~ fil1!t delegate for Pol~nd to 
re-include th1s article m the draft. I w1ll ask 
you to vote upon the re-inclusion of Article 9 
m our draft Convention. 

There-inclusion of Article 9 was atlopted l1y 14 
votes to rr. 

Article xo. 

The text of Article xo was read as follows 
"In the event of the International 

Health Office, after consultation with the 
Health Committee o.f the League of Nations, 
finding that any new derivative of morphin~ 
or cocaine, any alkaloid of opium or the 
coca leaf, or any other narcotic drug, to 
which the present Convention does not 
apply, is liable to similar abuse and pro
ductive of similar ill-effects as the substances 
covered by the Convention, the Health 
Committee shall inform the Council of 
the League accordingly and recommend that 
the provisions of the present Convention 
shall be applied to such supstance. 

"The Council of the League shall commu
nicate the said recommendation to · the 
Contracting Parties. Any Contracting 
Party which is prepared to accept the re
commendation shall notify the Secretary() 
General of the League accordingly. 

"As soon as ten of the. Contracting Parties 
have notified the Secretary-General of their 
acceptance of the recommendation, the 
provisions of the present Convention shall 
apply, as between such Contracting Parties, 
to the substal'ce in question." 

The President : 
Translation : Before opening the discussion . 

on this article, I would repeat that the proce
dure applying to Article 8 will apply also to the 
first paragraph of Article xo. . 

I call upon 1\1. El Guindy, delegate of Egypt, 
to speak. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I request that the last para

graph of this Article should be deleted and the 
second paragraph modified as follows : 

"The Council of the League of Nations 
shall communicate the said recommendation 
to the Contracting Parties. As soon as 
this communication is made, the provisions 
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of the present Convention shall come into 
force between the Contracting Parties as 
regards the substance concerned." 

I ask for the deletion of the last paragraph 
because it does not seem to be .necessary to 
request the adherence of ten Contracting Parties 
to the recommendation, after an opinion has 
been given by the Office international d'Hygiene 
publique, which opinion will already have been 
submitted to the Health Committee of the 
League of Nations, whose competence in the 

.matter you all know. Such a procedure would 
have the appearance of challenging an opinion 
given by the technically competent institutions. 
Moreover, one article lays down that the 
Contracting Powers themselves undertake to 

' respect the decisions taken by the . Health 
Committee of the League of Nations in agree
ment with the Office international d'Hygiene 
publique. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Carriere, dele

gate of Switzerland, to speak. 
M. Carrl~re (Switzerland) : 
Translation : It is agreed, then, that the 

procedure applying to Article 8 shall also apply 
to Article ro. · 

As to the question just raised by M. El. 
Guindy, the Egyptian delegate, I should like 
to point out that be has just alluded to 
Article · 8. He has· shown that in Article 8 
no provision was made for this complicated 
procedure. In point of fact Article 8 is totally 
different from Article 10. Article 8 extends 
.the liberty of States, whereas Article xo 
restricts it. The latter is an extension of the 
Convention, while Article 8 pro~·ides an excep
tion to it. It seems to me reasonable that the 
procedure in the case of the exception should 
not be as str.ict or ~omplicated as in the case 
~f the extensiOn, whtch 1s naturally a far more 
Important matter. 

As for the proposal itself, it was the outcome 
of nec~ssity, in vie:-". of ~he importance of any 
extensiOn of a prov1s1on m the Convention such 
as we are considering in the present case. This 
proposal. ~as dictated by the desire not to 
tmpose th1s extension upon States until it 
was r.ecogni~ed as really indispensable. 
' . It IS obv10us that the procedure which pro
vtd;s for the co-operation of the Office inter- . 
nahon~l d'Hygiene publique and the Health 
Commtttee of the League of Nations offers to 
States very adequate guarantees. We have, 
however, thought it necessary to give States, 
as such_. ~he opportunity of pronouncing upon 
the. dects10ns, or rather recommendations, ema
nat.mg from t~e two bodies mentioned in the 
a.rhcle. That 1s why we thought that the deci
swn sh~uld first of all take the form of a recom
mendation. The latter would be submitted to 
~tates with the request that they would adopt it. 
We thought that it was desirable not to make 
such recommendation obligatory, or at any rate 
not to ~egard it as having the force ~f ·law, until 
a ce~tam nu~ber of States should have admit
ted 1ts expedtency. In the article at present 
b~fore us we laid down the number of ten States. 
\\ e may be asked, of course, why we propose 
te~ ~ather than twelve or fifteen. It was our 
op.mlon that, without asking for a majority on 
~hts matter, the acceptance of ten States would 
1mply that the recommendation was of real 
value. 

That is . why I took the occasion yesterday 
to mention to you the apprehensions that may 
arise in certain quarters in respect of a matter 
so important as this, which will impose serious 
restrictions upon States, and the fears that, 
under cover of Article 4. we are seeking to 
impose upon States a recommendation which 
is not perhaps absoiutely indispensable. 

We therefore thought that, in a matter of 
such importance, namely, the extension of the 
Convention to new drugs, we could not at the 
outset decide that, once an opinion was 
expressed by the two bodies in question, this 
provision.should become iml'l!-ediately obligatory, 
but that 1t was better to wa1t until a number of 
Governments should have examined it and 
applied it in their own· countries. From that 
moment the provision would become obligatory 
for all those States which admitted it. 

Moreover, I think we are speaking rather of 
theoretical than practical conditions, for, as 
soon. as the Office international d'Hygiene 
pubhque and the Health Committee of the 
League of Nat!ons, with all the guarantees that 
these two bodtes offer, shall have decided that 
a new product should come within the scope 
of the Convention, it will not be. ten States 
which will accept the recommendation but 
in all probability the great majority of them. 
Consequently, by this provision we are coming 
near to what M. El Guindy wanted, namely, the 
statement of an immediate obligation. . 

I repea~ tha~. in view of the importance of 
the questiOn, State~ cannot b~ given too full 
a guarantee. That 1s why I am asking you to 
accept our proposal. · 

The President : 

Translation : M. de Palacios delegate of 
Spain, will address ~he Conferenc~. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 

Transla~ion : Like everybody else,· I am 
perfectly m agreement with the Chairman of 
~ub-Committee F as to the modification in 
form with regard to the Office international 
d'Hygiene publique and the Health Committee. 
I think t.hat we s~all also all agree in asking 
the Draftmg Committee to draft the lines which 
follow in conformity with the decision which 
we . have taken concerning paragraph (/) of 
Art1cle 4· We must strike out of Article 10 
what we have struck out of Article 4· 

.Further, I have submitted a proposal modi
fymg the last paragraph of Article 10. I 
regard it as subsidiary to that submitted by 
the delegate of Egypt. If his is not accepted. 
I shall maintain my own, but for the moment 
I support the proposal of the honourable 
delegate of Egypt. 

I think that two bodies with the authority of 
the Office international d'Hygiene publique 
and the Health Committee of the League of 
Na~ions offer the !ullest guarantees to States, 
wh1ch w~uld co~std~r a declaration by these 
t:-vo ~od1e~ as bmdmg. The Spanish delega
tio~ .1s qmte prepared to accept as binding a 
dec1s10n by these bodies aiming at the inclusion 
of any other narcotic within the Convention. 

The President : 

Translation : M. Dinichert ·. delegate of 
Switzerland, will address the co'nference. 

-...s,__ 



M. Dinichert (Switzerland) 
Trdnslation : I am wondering whether, as 

regards the proposal of the Egyptian delegate, 
which seems to me at first sight to have a 
rather wide meaning. we are quite within the 
limits of Article II of our Rules of Procedure. 
It seems to me an amendment of such wide 

·scope tha~. without ha,;ng it before them, it 
may be ~1ffic~lt for some of the delegations to 
discuss 1t w1th. advantage. }'or my part, I 
should be glad 1f we could postpone the dis
cussion of this amendment until we have been 
able to exan'line it. 

The President : 
Tra11Slation : As we are dealing with an 

amendment I can authorise its discussion, if 
I have received it in writing. At the same time, 
I quite appreciate the point made by the first 
delegate of Switzerland, and I think it would 
perhaps be desirable to distribute this text and 
to postpone the continuation. of the discussion 
until this amendment is in the hands of all 
the deleg<J.tions. 

M. von Eckhardt (Germany) : 
Translation : I ·should have thought that 

we were all perfectly aware of the matter under 
discussion and that we could have voted on it 
this morning. 

M. Carrlire (Switzerland) : 
Translation : We have all certainly under

stood the proposal by M. El Guindy, who 
asks that the decision of the Health Committee 
and the Office international d'Hygiene publiquc 
should be ipso facto obligatory. Misunderstand· 
ing is hardly possible. But this proposal 
completely changes the article, and for this 
reason it would be advisable that the delega
tions should have time, if not to examine it, 
at least to discuss it. . For that reason I .think 
it would be better to postpone or adjourn the 
debate. 

M. El Guincly (Egypt) : 
Translatio11 : Would this discussion take 

place here or between delegations ? 

M. Carrlire (S\\;tzerland): 
Trtmslalion : I only ask that each delegation 

should have the time to examine the proposal 
for itself. 

The President : 
Translation : I. therefore propose to put 

this question aside until early this afternoon. 
(Assent.) 

M. Carrlilre (Switzerland) : 
Translation : Does this adjournment 

apply to M. El Guindy's proposal ? 

The President ; 

• 
only 

Tr1111slation : That will depend upon the 
Conference's decision. It is possible that the 
'amendment proposed by the Spanish delegation 
will be brought forward again. 

M. Carrlire (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I should like to obtain an 

opportunity for the Swiss. delegation to revert 
to paragraph I of this article, according to the 
decision which will be taken on M. El Guindy's 
proposal. 

The Prttlden\ : 
Translation : I venture to suggest to the 

Spanish delegation that it should make its pro
posal known. 

M. de Palaoloe (Spain) : 
Translation : I quite agree. I also ask 

that it should be distributed as a subsidiary 
proposal at the same time as M. El Guindy's. 

The President : 
Translation : The Spanish proposal is to 

say in the last paragraph : "As soon as two 
of the Contracting Part1es ... " 

The Conference rose at u.so p.m. 
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Article 10. (Continuation of discussion). 

The President : 
Translation : This morning we adjourned 

the discussion of Article 10 of the draft Conven
tion. We will now continue the debate on 
this article and particularly on the amendment 
proposed by the Egyptian delegation. There 
is also another amendment proposed by the 
Spanish delegation, but it has hitherto been 
reserved. . , 

M. Dinichett, delegate of Switzerland, will 
address the Conference. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I would first of all like to 

thank you, Mr. President, for having acceded to 
my request this morning to give us time to read 
the Egyptian proposal and consider its exact 
implications. I think I was right in making 
this request, because, on exainining the proposal, 
I find that it differs essentially from the recom
mendations of Sub-Committee F. 

·Yesterday, while Article 4, paragraph (/,) 
was being discussed, I already had occasion to 
remark that it seemed to me that the innovation 
introduced into the Hague Convention by these 
clauses had a special significance and that in 
very truth it opened the door to the unexpected. 
I could, perhaps, have added this further thought 
which is at the bottom of my Inind, namely, 
that we Swiss like to have clear, precise and 

circumscribed clauses in our laws and conventions, 
because we desire to apply strictly these laws 
and conventions, and that we have little liking 
for clauses which, contrary to these principles, 
lay obligations upon us whtch are not clearly de
fined. I also pointed out that paragraph (/) 
was precisely a clause of this kind. 

I have no wish to repeat myself, but I simply 
desire to say that, while we all know what a 
narcotic is, we do not know what substances are 
narcotics, as certain products and certain sub
stances only really become narcotics when they 
lead to the formation of a habit, to the abuse 
which produces certain effects, and to the effects 
which lead to abuse. Nor do I want to go 
back on my acceptance in principle of this 
clause, despite my initial' hesitation and appre
hensions. I said, however, that it was only 
acceptable to us when taken in conjunction with 
the mechanism which has been carefully thought 
out by Sub-Committee F and embodied in the 
present Article 10. • 

What does this Article 10 say ? It enlists the 
assistance of those two great international orga· 
nisations - the Office international d'hygi~ne 
publique and the Health Committee of the 
League of Nations. As we all know, these two 
bodies are composed of men eminently qualified 
and specially well suited to accomplish the 
task which we wish to entrust to them. Accord
ingly, the rcommendations which they make 
will, we may be sure, have ·the greatest moral 
effect. 

But, gentlemen, I am the first to recognise 
that, in practice, this moral inftuence may be so· 
cogent as to constitute an almost binding obli
gation ; there is, when. we are dealing with an 
international Convention, an essential difference 
between a recommendation which is to be 
considered (and as a general rule to be adopted) 
and a legal obligation which a Conventional 
clause may impose on us. The difference is 
a fundamental one and in certain cases Govern
ments are obliged to take note of and observe it. 
I hasten to add that if such a Government 
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intends, in principle, to retain its liberty of action, 
the other Governments would be no less free, 
in view of this same principle of sovereignty, 
to take independent measures which, in a case 
like the present, would result in a situation 
analogous to that established by means of a 
reciprocal engagement. . 

We have now before us a proposal by the 
Egyptian delegate to replace the second para
graph of Article 10 by the following new pro
vision : 

"The Council of the League of Nations 
shall communicate the said recommenda
tions (the recommendations of the t_wo 
bodies in question) to the Contractmg 
Parties. Immediately upon receipt of such 

• notification, the provisions of the present 
Convention shall apply, as between such 
Contracting Parties, to the substance in 
question." 

This amounts to saying that what should be 
a recommendation becomes a legal obligation, 
and the essence of the article is transformed if 
a recommendation ·is replaced by a legal obli~ 
gat ion. 

I do not wish unduly to trespass on your time. 
I ought, however, to tell my honourable friend 
from Egypt, whose ·sincerity of purpose I 
learned to appreciate during the time that we 
worked together in Sub-Committee B, that it 
is somewhat dangerous for that very work 
which we hope to achieve to disturb, by means 
of a somewhat hasty proposal, the balance of 
a structure which has been very carefully 
erected. And I must say, gentlemen, in order 
that I may retain that spirit of frankness and 
loyalty which I have so far preserved, that 
the adoption of the Egyptian proposal might 
seriously raise the question whether Switzerland 
could adhere to a convention which contained 
suc·h a provision. 

Thi President : 
T;anslation : M. van Wettum, delegate of 

the Netherlands, will address the Conference. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
The contents of Article 10, which is now under 

discussion, are, in my opinion, most important, 
and by taking up the new principle, as regards 
the recommendations to be made concerning 
the extension of the Cbnvention to cover new 
dangerous drugs, a step has been taken which 
I heartily welcome. The prudence and mode
ration shown by the majority of the members of 
Sub-Committee F in limiting the application of 
this new principle in such a way that its moral 
force is fully maintained, whilst, on the other 
hand, the sovereign rights of all Governments are 
safeguarded, make it possible for this valuable 
principle to be accepted, and should be appre
ciated and respected by all of us. 

The Egyptian amendment, however, binds all 
'Governments which will have signed this Con
vention to accept any future decision of the in
ternational organisation~ mentioned in. Article 10. 
This means an unreserved surrender of sovereign 
rights, the consequences of which no one can 
at present foresee. Consequences of an admi
nistrative and technical nature and many others 
may at any time be involved for each country · 
the right of any individual Government, there~ 
fore, to decide whether or not it will at once 
or at a later date accept the recommendation 

of the said organisations, should be fully. : 
recognised. · 

As far as the Netherlands are concerned, I 
feel it my duty to declare at once that the addi
tion of the Egyptian amendment would make 
the whole article unacceptable to our delega
tion. I am ready, however, to accept the amend
ment proposed by the first delegate of Spain, 
and I would have no objection to replacing 
the number of ten countries by two. 

Finally, I should like .to make an urgent 
appeal to my Egyptian colleague no.t to in~ist 
on his amendment, so as to make 1t poss1ble 
for all of us unanimously to accept the valuable 
new principles embodied in Article 10 as it 
stands. 

The President : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele: 

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I am sorry that the British delegation is 

unable to accept the amendment proposed by 
the Egyptian delegate. I share the views which 
have been expressed by the last two speakers, 
and I have very little to add to what they have 
said. 

The effect of the amendment would be to 
give the Office international d'Hygil!ne publique 
the power of amending the Convention. It 
would make a decision of that Office a part of 
the terms of the Convention and binding on all 
the Governments which are signatory to the 
Convention. That seems to me to be a posi
tion which sovereign States must find them
selves unable to accept. It seems to me impos
sible for a sovereign State to accept as binding 
on it some future decision of a body consti
tuted like the Office international d'Hygil!ne 
publique, or like any other consultative body, 
for that matter, without its having been con
sulted and having concurred in the recommen
dation made. 

We have to remember, too, that a decision 
of, the Office international d'Hygil!ne publique 
might - at· least I presume it might - be 
taken by a majority only of the members which 
constitute the Office, so that it might happen 
that the views of a majority only of the members 
of the Office might become binding on all the 
States which are signatories to the Convention. 
The effect of such a proposal might well be to 
place a Government or Governments in an 
impossible position. A decision might be given 
which they were unable to carry out. An obli
gation might be placed upon them which they 
would have no means of discharging. 

To take an extreme case : I do not suppose 
for a moment that the Office international 
d'Hygil!ne publique would make such a proposal, 
but suppose that the Office international 
d'Hygiene publique were to decide that the coca 
leaf should be included in Chapter III of our 
new draft Convention ; such a decision would 
place on the Government of a country in "'!hich 
the coca leaf was produced the responsibility' 
of controlling its production and distribution so 
as to limit them solely to medical and scien
tific purposes. We know from what has been 
said here by the delegates of Bolivia and the 
Netherlands that such a situation would be 
quite impossible. I do not think that this 
Conference can contemplate the adoption of 



an article which would lead to such conse
quences. 

In the third place, I am not aware of any 
precedent for making a decision of a consul
tative body of the League, such as the Office 
international d'Hygiene publique, binding on 
the Members of the League. It seems to me 
that the proposal of the Egyptian delegate 
would set an entirely new precedent, the conse
quences of which we cannot foresee but which 
might be most dangerous in the future. For 
all these reasons, I am afraid that we shall 
have to oppose the proposal before us. 

l\lay I just add that I regard this Article 10 
as a most valuable addition to the Hague 
Convention. It provides, for the first time, 
machinery by which new drugs can be brought 
within the terms of the Convention, and it 
would be a great pity if we lost this benefit. I 
should also like to say that I am quite sure 
that any unanimous recommendation of the 
Office international d'Hygiene publique would 
receive favourable consideration from all the 

· Governments which are signatories to the Con
-vention. I cannot imagine that any new recom
mendation, at any rate of the Office international 
d'Hygiene publique, would be lightly rejected 
by any signatory Party. 

The President : 
Translation : There are no more speakers on 

my list. Does anyone else wish to speak on 
Article 10 ? 

M. Carriere, delegate of Switzerland, will 
speak. 

M. Carriwe (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I want to make a proposal in 

the event of M. El Guindy's motion being 
rejected. Must I submit this proposal now 
or wait until a vote has been taken on M. El 
Guindy's resolution ? 

The President : 
Translation : It would perhaps be better for 

you to wait ; we will first settle the Egyptian 
amendment. I cannot follow the usual pro
cedure, since, according to the rules which we 
have hitherto observed, I ought first to take 
a vote on the article itself and then on the 
Egyptian amendment. But if I do this, I 
would not be able to take into consideration 
the Spanish amendment nor the one which 
has just been announced. For these reasons I 
will ask you to pronounce independently on the 
Egyptian amendment. 

On. being put to the vote, theE gyptian amend
ment was rejected by 17 votes to 2. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : We must now take a vote on 

the amendment submitted by the Spanish 
delegation. · This amendment. consists i~ sub
stituting the figure 2 for the figure IO m the 
first line of the third paragraph. . 

Has M. Carriere's amendment any connection 
with the Spanish amendment ? If so, I 
will ask him to bring it forward immediately. 

M. Carriwe (Switzerland) : 
Translation : Yes, the amendment which I 

wish to propose is connected with the Spanish 
amendment. In the text submitted to you by 
Sub-Committee F we mentioned the figure 
of ten Powers. ' The honourable Spanish 

delegate wishes us to be content with two Powers. 
As a matter of fact, neither the figure 10 nor 
the figure 2 has anything decisive in its favour. 
Accordingly, it would be better to have a more 
general provision, not fixing the number of 
Powers. I would like to submit the following 
amendment : 

"The provisions of the present Conven
tion shall be immediately applicable to 
the substance in question as far as the rela
tions between States which have accepted 
the recommendation referred to in the 
above paragraphs are concerned." 

This wording might perhaps be slightly 
modified. 

We therefore have a general provision which, 
instead of speaking of two, four, six, sixteen 
Powers confines itself to mentioning the • 
Powers' which accept the recommendation, 
without any other proviso. 

The President : 
Translatiot~ : M. Perrot, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : As Rapporteur of Sub-Com

mittee F I would like to say that, when we 
accepted the paragraph in question on the 
suggestion of the British deleg~tion, the i~ea in 
our minds was to safeguard national soveretgnty. 
In consequence, any text submitted by a mem
ber of the Conference which takes this principle 
into account will be acceptable to Sub-Com
mittee F. 

The President : 
Translation : M. de Palacios, delegate of 

. Spain, will address the Conference. 
M. de Palacioa (Spain) : 
Translation : As far as I can see, we have. 

not two/roposals before us but one proposal 
expresse in two different ways. It was because 
I wished to safeguard national sovereignty that 
I proposed to reduce to two the number of 
Contracting Parties which would have to notify 
the Secretary-General of their acceptance of the 
recommendation layirig down that the provi
sions of the present Convention shall apply, 
as between the Contracting Parties, to the sub
stance in question. As the paragraph stands, 
two, three, four and up to nine Contracting 
Parties wishing to accept a recommendatioii 
of the competent bodies might find themselves 
unable to do so because the proper number 
of ten had not been reached. This consti
tutes a limitation of the sovereign rights of 
States, and consequently I consider that Con
tracting Parties wishing to adopt the recom
mendation ought to be free to do so.-

The amendment proposed by M. Carriere 
seems to me to be based on the same idea. It 
departs from the· wording proposed by the 
Drafting Committee, but I consider that his 
text is more correct. I therefore repeat that 
we have not two proposals before us but one 
proposal worded in two different ways. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I quite accept the suggestion which has been 

made by M. Carriere. 

The President : 
Translation : We only have one amend

ment to consider, then. I think that the 
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Conference can now adopt Article 10 with the reser
vation that the paragraph in question should 
be revised by the Drafting Committee, which 
will have to find the best formula, taking into 
account the suggestions contained in the two 
amendments. 

1\1. Carri~re, delegate of Switzerland, will 
address the Conference. 

M. Carriire (Switzerland) : 

Translation : I am very sorry to take up 
the precious time of the Conference, but there 
is another point to which I wish to revert. 
I am encouraged to do so by the precedent 
which was created yesterday. After 48 hours 
had twice been given for reflection, we were 

< told : "We have changed our minds and we 
want the decision taken two days ago to be 
reconsidered". 

The point I would like to go back to affects 
both Article 4, paragraph(/), and Article 10. 

Yesterday we accepted for paragraph (!) 
of Article 4 an extremely elastic formula, 
which makes no specification, and which has 
taken the place of the text submitted to you 
by Sub-Committee F. After hardly 24 hours' 
reflection, I think it necessary, not now as a 
member of the Sub-Committee F but as the 
Swiss Federal Government's delegate, to revert, 
at least as far as I myself am concerned, to 
this point. I consider that the formula which 
we have adopted is too elastic. 

I have already spoken of the apprehensions 
to which a formula of this kind might give rise 
in certain circles, and I gave you an example 
of these apprehensions. I reminded you that 
one of the delegations at this Conference would 
have liked to bring codein within the scope 
of the Convention. It was in thinking of this 
example that I became impressed by the fact 
that our formula was perhaps excessively 
elastic and might lead to certain abuses in its 
application. · 

Consequently I would like to ask, on behalf 
of the Swiss delegation, that we should go 
back, if possible, to the text originally proposed 
by Sub-Committee F. If this is impossible -
i.e., if the Conference decides to maintain the 
wording which it has adopted for Article 4, 
and which, in my opinion, affects to some 
txtent Article 10 - I wish to state that we 
consider this formula as not sufficiently de fi
nite to prevent certain abuses and that we 
cannot accept the introduction on any pretext 
of codein into the Convention, since it is not a 
narcotic. 

Should the Conference be unwilling to revert 
to this point, I would like the formal decla
ration I have made on behalf of the Swiss 
delegation to be brought to the notice of the 
Conference. 

The President : 

Translation : I have no objection to such a 
procedure if the Conference wishes to return 
to this point. I must say, however that I 
do not quite see the force of the swiss dele
gate's reasoning. The other day we did not 
go back on a decision which had been taken 
at the first reading but only on a passage in a 
rep?~t. Here we should have to change a 
deciSion taken at the first reading, i.e., during 
the most important part of our work. 

M. Carriire (Swit7..erland) : 
Translation : I withdraw my argument which 

is called in question by the President, but I 
maintain the substance of my remarks. . 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : I would like· to remind l\1. 

Carriere that he himself submitted an amend
ment providing full guarantees in regard to the 
inclusion of new narcotics and that it is hardly 
for him to call in question the efficacy of his 
own proposal now that the Conference has 
adopted it. 

The President : 
· Translation : l\1. El Guindy, delegate of 

Egypt, will address the Conference. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : Before the discussion on this 

article is closed, I would like to make a remark. 
I had hoped that the international Convention 
which we are preparing would be binding on 
all the members which signed it, but Article 10, 
as at present drafted, binds no one. I do· not 
see why we should discuss the· possibility of 
States concluding arrangements amongst them
selves. Obviously we cannot prevent countries 
from concluding a Convention, as regards the 
restrictions which we have adopted, or even as 
regards more severe restrictions, on any nar
cotics which may be discovered in the future. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : The debate is closed. 

M. Carrlire (Switzerland} : 
Translation : Excuse me. I made a pro

posal that we should revert to a previous 
point. Notwithstanding the remarks which iny 
good friend 1\1. de Myttenaere has just addressed 
to me, I would like my proposal to be voted 
on, i. e., that the Conference should decide 
whether !t wishes to revert to this point or not. 
If it pronounces against the proposal, I will 
not press the point. 

The President : 
Tran~lation : I will ask the Conference to 

pronounce upon the Swiss delegate's proposal 
to re-open the debate. · · 

The proposal was rejected. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) 
Translation : l was the only one to rise, 

not only because I was in favour of the pro
posal but because it was clearly my du.ty to 
support a proposal made by M. Carri~re on 
behalf of the Swiss delegation. 

I quite understand that the Conference does 
not want to re-open the discussion on para
graph (f) of Article 4, but I must recall the fact 
t~at, when this l"lrt of the Article was being, 
d1scussed, I formally reserved the right to raise 
the question again if Article 10 were modified. 
In pursuance of a proposal by the Spanish 
delegate, you decided - which did not neces
sarily go wit~out saying - that the first para
graph of Arbcle 10 should be brought into line 
with Article 4, paragraph (/). I have therefore 
a for~al right to discuss the first paragraph 
of Arbcle xo, the debate on which is not closed. 

Availing myself of this right, I wish to state, 
on behal~ of the Swiss delegation, that it re
nounces 1ts proposal for an amendment, but 
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that it does so because it is satisfied that the 
distinguished members of the two organisations 

· in question will only make recommendations 
which are based on the most conclusive evi
dence, and because, under these conditions, we 
can be certain in advance that their decisions 
will always represent, if not the unanimous 
opinion, at least the nearly unanimous opinion 
of those organisations. . · · 

M. Perro\ (France) : 
Translation : I wish to support the Swiss 

delegation's declaration, with which I am in 
entire agreement. 

The President : 
Translation : The debate is closed. Article 

10 is adopted and referred to the Drafting 
Committee. . 

Article 10 was adopted at 11 first reading and 
referred to the Drafting Committee. 

CHAPTER IV: INDIAN HEMP. 

Articl~: II. 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : · The Sub-Committee.which you 

constituted yesterday to examine this question 
has not yet finished its work. I would there
fore ask you to postpone the discussion of this 
chapter. I hope we will be able to deal with 
it shortly. We will now go on to Chapter V. 

CHAPTER V: CONTROL OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE. 

Article 12. 

The text of Article 12 was read as follows : 
"Each Contnicting Party shall require 

a separate import authorisation, stating the 
quantity to be imported, the name and 
address of the importer and the name and 
address of the exporter, to be obtained for 
each importation of any of the substances 
to which the present Convention applies. 

"The import authorisation shall specify 
the period within which the importation 
must be effected and may allow the impor
tation in more than one consignment." 

The Preslden\ : 
Translation : The debate on Article 12 is 

open. 
If no delegate wishes to speak, I declare 

Article 12 adopted. · 

M. van We\\um (Netherlands) : 
Article 12 mentions a form of import cer

tificate .. I have not yet seen such a form. Is it 
the same as has been annexed to the report of 
Sub-Committee E ? 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire), 
. Rapporteur : 

I think M. van Wettum must be referring to 
Article 13. The form of import certificate 
referred to in Article 13 was intended to be the 
form of certificate annexed to ... the report of 
Sub-Committee E. 

Article 12 was adopted at the first reading and 
referred to the Drafting Committee. 

Article 13. 

The text of Article 13 was read as follows : 

"1. Each Contracting Party shall re
quire a separate export authorisation to 
be obtained for each exportation of any 
of the substances to which the present 
Convention applies, stating the quantity 

. to be exported, the name and address of 
the exporter and the name and address of 
the importer. 

"2. The Contracting Party, before issu
ing such export authorisation, shall require 
an import certificate, issued by the Govern
ment of the importing country and certi
fying that the importation is approved, to 
be produced by the person applying for 
the export authorisation. · 

"Each Contracting Party agrees to adopt, 
so far as possible, the form of import " 
certificate annexed to the present Con- · 
vention. 

"3. The export authorisation shall spe
cify the period within which the exporta
tion must be effected. 

"4· A copy of the export authorisation 
shall accompany the consignment, and the 
Government issuing the export authori
sation shall send a copy to the Government 
of the importing country. 

"5· The Government 'of the importing 
country, when the importation has been 
effected, or when the period fixed for the 
importation has expired, shall return the 
export authorisation, with an endorsement 
to that effect, to the Government of the 
exporting country. The endorsement shall 
specify the amount actually received. 

"6. If a less quantity than that specified 
in the export authorisation is actually 
exported, the quantity actually exported 
shall be noted by the competent authori
ties on the export authonsation and on 
any official copy thereof. 

"7· In the case of an application to 
export a consignment to any country for 
the purpose of being placed in a bonded 
warehouse in that country, a special cer
tificate from the Government of that coun
try, certifying that it has approved the 
introduction of the consignment for the 
said purpose, may be accepted by the 
Government of the exporting country t.. 
place of the import certificate provided for 
above. In such a case the export autho
risation shall specify that the consignment 
is exported for the purpose of being placed 
in a bonded warehouse." 

The Preslden\ : 
Translation: An amendment has been proposed 

by the Spanish delegation to insert the following 
sentence in this article wherever the Drafting 
Committee may deem it convenient : 

"Every export authorisation must show 
the number, date and duration of the cor
responding import authorisation, and must 
mention the authorities issuing the latter." 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne, delegate of .the 
British Empire, will address the Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Rapporteur : 

I am not quite sure whether the Government 
of the exporting country which gives the export 
authorisation will have the information which 
is mentioned in thi!> amendment. If I understand 
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the amendment rightly, it would require 
the Government of the exporting country to 
insert in the export authorisation the number 
and date of the import licence granted by the 
Government of the importing country and the 
period for which the import authorisation or 
licence was valid. 

At the time when it grants the export licence, 
however, I am not sure that the exporting 
country would always have a copy of the import 
licence before it. There is no provision in 
our scheme for a copy of the import licence to 
be sent to the Government of the exporting 
country ; all the importing country has to 
do is to send a copy of the import certificate; 
which is not necessarily the same thing as the 

~ import authorisation. I know that in some 
countries they are the same thing, but in most 
countries, I think, the import certificate is 
different from the import licence. The Govern
ment of the exporting country, therefore, 

· wo•1ld not always have the information which 
is mentioned in this amendment. 

I am afraid, therefore, I do not see my way, 
as far as I am concerned, to acceft the amend
ment at the moment ; but, i the Spanish 
delegate would be content, I should be glad 
to think over it, and if I could see my way to 
add anything to the text of Article 13 to meet 
his wishes, I should, of course, be glad to do so. 

The President : 
Translation : . M. de Palacios delegate of 

Spain, will address the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I hope that, after reflection, 

the Rapporteur will accept, if not the letter 
of my amendment, at least its spirit. The 
second paragraph of Article 13 says : . 

"The Contracting Party, before issuing 
such export authorisation, shall require 
an import certificate, issued by the Govern
ment of the importing country and certi
fying that the importation is approved, to 
be produced by the person applying for 
the export authorisation!' 

All the data which I specified in my amend
ment would probably therefore be indicated to 

,. the Government which was asked to send the 
export certificate. This, however, is not the 
point to which I attach most importance ; 
the important thing, in my opinion, is above all, 
that the import certificate should correspond 
to the export certificate. The import certi
ficate may be made out for a given quantity 
of goods to be exported in one or several con
signments. Hence I would like a sort of credit 
a.ccount to be established. Each export cer
tificate should bear a special reference .to the 
co_rresponding import certificate, otherwise it 
m1ght be changed on the way or given out as 
corr~sponding to another import certificate. 
I think that in ~rinciple we are in agreement, as 
my .amend~e':lt 1s. merely intended to make good 
a shght omiSSIOn m Article 13. 

The Pr~&ldent : 
Translation :. _Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the Bntlsh Empire, will ad~ress the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire): 
I un~erstand the meaning of the Spanish 

delegates amendment now, and I am quite 

willing that the export authorisation should 
contain a reference lo the import certificate 
issued by the Government of the importing 
country. I am not quite sure how that should 
be worded, but if the Spanish delegate would 
leave it to the Drafting Committee to settle, 
I will see that the matter is dealt with there. 

M. de Palacio& (Spain): 
Translation : I shall be very glad to accept 

your proposal. 

The Pr~&ldent 
Translation : If no one else wishes to speak 

on Article 13, it will be referred to the Drafting 
Committee to deal with on the lines just indi
cated. 

Article 13 was adopted at the first reading 
and referred to the Drafting Committee. 

Article 14· 

The text of Article 14 was read as follows : 
"For the purpose of ensuring the full 

application and enforcement of the provi
sions of the present Convention in free ports 
and free zones, the Contracting Parties 
undertake to apply in free ports and free 
zones situated within their territories the 
same laws and regulations, and to exercise 
therein the same supervision and control, 
in respect of the substances covered by the 
said Convention, as in other parts of their 
territories. 

"This Article does not, howeyer, pre
vent any Contracting Party from applying, 
in respect of the said substances, more· 
drastic provisions in its free ports and free 
zones than in other parts of its territories." 

The President 
Translation : The discussion on Article 14 

is open. 
I call upon M. Dendramis, delegate of Greece, 

to speak. 

M. Dendramls (Greece): 
Translation : I wish to make a short state

ment regarding this article on behalf of my 
Government. 

The Opium Conference, in all the texts which 
it has prepared, has necessarily been obliged to 
confine itself to general principles and has not 
been able to provide for the case, of which there 
are several examples, of harbours in which 
certain zones are set aside for the exclusive use . 
of the international traffic of a State other 
than the State possessing territorial sovereignty. 

It is evident that the Opium Convention can 
only be applied in these zones by collaboration 
between the territorial authorities and the 
authorities of the State having the use of the· 
said harbour zone. 

M. Yovanovltch (Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes) : 

Translation : On behalf of my Government, 
I associate myself with the declaration which 
M. Dendramis has just made. 

The Pr~&ident : 
Translation : The declarations of the Greek 

and Serb-Croat-Slovene delegates will be 
entered in the records. 

M. Dirtichert, delegate of Switzerland, will 
address the Conference. 



M. Dinlchert (Switzerland) : 
· Translation : I have only one suggestion 
to make, which calls, perhaps, for some redrat
ing. In the first paragraph of Article I4 we 
read that "the Contracting Parties undertake 
to apply in free ports and free zones situated 
within their territories the same laws and regu
lations ... " 

In the second paragraph we read, "This article, 
however, does not prevent any Contracting 
Party from applying, in respect of the same 
substances, more drastic provisions in its 
free ports and free zones than in other parts of 
its territories." 

It is difficult to see what more drastic provi
sions can be applied in a country than those 
contained in the laws and regulations of that 
country, and, on referring to the report of 
Sub-Committee E, I wondered whether the 
object of this second paragraph is not, in fact, 
to prohibit absolutely the introduction of 
these substances into the free ports. If this 
is the case the Drafting Committee could no 
doubt find a wording which would meet the 
situation better. 

The President. : 
Translation : Does the Rapporteur wish to 

make any remarks? 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
The paragraph under discussion was inserted 

to meet the particular case of Italy. The point 
is explained in the report of the Sub-Committee. 
Italy has announced its intention of prohibiting 
the introduction of the substances covered 
by this Convention into its free ports altogether. 
The actual drafting, however, can quite well 
be referred back to the Drafting Committee to 
consider. I should have thought at first sight that 
it was desirable to leave the text in the general 
form already adopted by the Drafting Committee 
so as to provide for a possible alternative to 
complete prohibition. But I am quite pre
pared to accept M. Dinichert's proposition that 
the Drafting Committee should reconsider the 
point. 

The President. : 
Translation :-- Is M. Dinichert satisfied ? 

M. Dinichert. (Switzerlancl): 
Translation : Quite. 
Article I4 was adopted on the first reading and 

referred to the Drafting Com11iittee. 

Article IS. 
The text of Article IS was read as follows : 

"I. No consignment of any of the sub
stances covered by the present Convention 
which is exported from one country to 
another country shall be permitted to pass 
through the territory of a third country, 
whether or not it is removed from the 
ship or conveyance in which it is being 
conveyed, unless the copy of the export 
authorisation (or the diversion certificate, 
if such a certificate has been issued in 
pursuance of the following paragraph) which 
accompanies the consignment is produced to 
the competent authorities of that country. 

"2. The competent authorities of any 
country through whose territory a consign
ment of any of the substances covered by 

the present Convention is permitted to 
pass shall take all due measures to prevent 
the (1iversion of the consignment to a 
destination other than that named in the 
copy of the export authorisation (or the 
diversion certificate) which accompanies 
it, unless the Government of that country 
has authorised that diversion by means of 
a special diversion certificate. A diversion 
certificate shall only be issued after the 
receipt of an import certificate, in accord
ance with Article I3, from the Government 
of the country to which it is proposed to 
divert the consignment, and shall contain 
the same particulars as are required by 
Article I3 to be stated in an export autho
risation, together with the name of the 
country from which the consignment WO\S 
originally exported ; and all the provisions 
of Article 13 which are applicable to. an 
export authorisation shall be applicable 
equally to the diversion certificate. . 

"Further, the Government of the country 
authorising the diversion of the consign
ment shall detain the copy of the original 
export authorisation (or diversion certi
ficate) which accompamed the consignment 
on arrival in its territory. and shall return 
it to the Government wluch issued it, at the 
same time notifying the name of the country 
to which the diversion has been authorised. 

"3· In cases where the transport is 
being effected by air, the preceding provi
sions of this Article shall not be apphcable 
if the aircraft passes over the territory of 
the third country without landing. If 
the aircraft lands in the territory of the 
said country, the said provisions shall be 
applied so far as the circumstances permit. 

"4· Paragraphs x to 3 of this Article 
are without prejudice to the provisions 
of any international agreement which limits 
the control which may be exercised by any 
of the Contracting Parties over the sub
stances to which the present Convention 
applies when in direct transit. 

"S· The provisions of this Article shall 
not apply to transport of the substances by 
post." 

Article IS was adopted on the first reading 
without discussion and referred to the Drifting 
Committee. 

Article 16. 
The text of Article 16 was read as follows : 

"A consignment of any of the substances 
covered by the present Convention which 
is landed in the territory of any Contracting 
Party and placed in a bonded warehouse 
shall not be withdrawn from the bonded 
warehouse unless an import certificate, 
issued by the Government of the country 
of destination and certifying that the impor
tation is approved, is produced to the autho
rities having jurisdiction over the bonded 
warehouse. A special authorisation shall 
be issued by the said authorities in respect 
of each consignment so withdrawn and 
shall take the place of the export authori· 
sation for the purpose of Articles I3, 14, IS 
above." 

Article 16 was adopted on a first reading 
without discussion and referred to the Drafting 
Committee. 



Article I7. 

The text of Article I7 was read as follows : 
"No consignment of the substances 

covered by the present Convention while 
passing in transit through the territories 
of any Contracting Party or whilst being 
stored there in a bonded warehouse may 
be subject to any process which would 
alter the nature of the substances in ques
tion or, without the permission . of the 
competent authorities, the packing." 

Article I7 was aJoj•ted on a first reading 
witho11t discussion and referred to the Drajti11 g 
Committee. 

Article I8. 
c -. 

The text of Article IS was read as follows : 
"If any Contracting Party finds it 

impossible to apply any provision of this 
Chapter to trade with another country 
by reason of the fact that such country is 
not a party to the present Convention, 
such Contracting Party will only be bound 
to apply the provisions of this Chapter so 
far as the circumstances permit. It shall, 
however, take all measures within its 
power to secure that the objects of the 
present Chapter are fulfilled so far as cir
cumstances permit, and, in particular, to 
prevent the country which is not a party 
to the present Convention becoming a 
centre of the illicit traffic." 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. van Wettum, 

delegate of the Netherlands, to speak. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I am very sorry to say that I cannot agree 

with the last sentence of this article, as it lays 
a very heavy obligation on every nation which 
it will be difficult or impossible to fulfil. More
o_ver, .this v_ery task has been entrusted expli
citly m Arhcle 26 to the Central Board which 
says that if any non-Contracting Party appears to 
become a centre of illicit traffic the Board will 
advise all Contracting Parties and recommend 
thl'm not to export any narcotic~ to that country. 

If we accept Article 26, as we should, it.seems 
bet,ter for all nations to await the recommenda
tion of the Board and not to start any measures 
?f the kind described in Articles 24 and 26 on 
tts own account before the Board has had the 
opportunity of examining the matter anrl. ot 
taking action. 

It might also be pointed out that the obli
gations of Article I8 are much heavier than those 
of Article 26, which leaves the decision whether 
or not a recommendation of the Board should 
be a~ted on to the discretion of the Contracting 
Parties. · 

For all these reasons I propose to leave out 
the last sentence of Article I8. 

The President : . 

Translation : . . Sir Malcolm Dclevingne, dele
gate of the Bntlsh Empire, will address the 
Conference. . 

Sir Malcolm D~levlngne (British Empire) : 
I. am very ~orry that 1\1. van Wettum has felt 

obhged to ratse this point, which we have dis
cussed mo.re t~an once in private. The object 
Q{ the article 1s clear. We cannot expect, at 

any rate for some time, that all the countries 
of the world will become parties to this Conven
tion. There may be certain countries which 
are standing outside the Convention and which 
are not prepared to adopt the system of import 
and export licences and ·import certificates. . 

The question then arises : What is to happen 
in the case of exports from a country which is 
a Party to the Convention to a country which 
is not a Party ? No import certificate will be 
delivered by a country which is not a Party. 
Is the exporting country which is a Party to 
the Convention to export these drugs in ·any 
quantities which the importing country may 
request ? 

Sub-Committee E felt that we could not 
deal with such a position by any definite pro
vision in the Convention itself, but that there 
was a moral obligation on the exporting country 
not to allow the export, in such a case of exces
sive quantities, to countries which declined 
to furnish import certificates and to co-operate 
with the rest of the world in the system of 
international control and which are likely there
fore to become centres of illicit traffic. . · 

Now, while we could not put a definite pro
vision in the Convention to deal with those 
cases, we thought it was desirable to embody in 
some form of words the view which ·I think 
was shared by every member of the Sub-Com
mittee, and this last sentence, to which M. 
van Wettum objects, is the attempt of the 
Drafting Committee to give effect to that iriea. 

I should b.e very sorry to see that sentence 
abandoned altogether. I think it lays flown 
or embodies a principle which we all agreed, in 
the Sub-Committee at any rate, to accept, and 
which it seems to me valuable to lea \'e on 
record. 

If the wording is open to criticism,' and I 
dare say it is, the Drafting Committee is quite 
prepared to reconsider it. I shall be glad, 
therefore, if M. van Wettum will allow us 
a further trial to see if we can produce some
thing which will satisfy his exacting taste. 

May I add one word ? M .. van· Wettum 
referred to the fact that the Central Board would 
in future be able to control the exports in these 
cases. The Central Board will only be able 
to interfere after the damage has been done. 
The moral obligation. to which we refer here 
is to help to prevent the damage ever being 
done. In othe!" words, we shall be shutting 
the door before the horse is stolen. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
May I point out to Sir Malcolm Delevingne 

that in Article 26 the Board will take action 
"if the information at the disposal of the Board 
leads it to conclude that. there is a danger of 
the country becoming a centre of the illicit 
traffic", so that at the moment there is no 
harm done. Why do we go in Article IS 
further than in Articles 24 and 26 ? 

Sir ~alcolm Delevlngne (British Empire): 
I do not think we do, but I repeat my sugges

tion that the article should be referred back to 
the Drafting Committee. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands): 
I accept. 

The President : 
TranslatiotJ .~ This solution is all very well 

~or the moment, but if M. van W'ettum 



~maintains his point of view the same discussion 
will come up again at the second rea~ng. : 

Sir· Malcolm Delevlng~e (British Empire).; 
Perhaps M. -van Wettum will assist the Draft

ing· Committee when it comes to consider this 
point. · 

· M. sj(iatrand (Sweden): 
· 1\lay I c~ll attention to the fact that Article 18 
. is in~ended to ser:ve as a 9Ui.de to the Contracting, 
· Parties ~nd Article 26 1s mtended to serve as 
a gtlide ·to the Central Board / That summa-

. rises, I think, the difference between those. 
two articles. 

·· · M. van WeUum ·(Netherlands) : 
Mr.· President, the difference to me is that 

Article 18 is not acceptable to me, whereas 
Article 26 is acceptable. That is the great 
difference. 

M. Dlnlchert (Switzerland): 
.. Translation : M. Sjostrand's last remark 
prompts . me to say a word. I agree with' 

._M. van Wettum's objections, but I am confident 
. that the very competent members of the Draft
.· ing Committee- will find a solution. 

I do not think, however, that the remarks of 
our Swedish colleague are likely to dispel 
M. van Wettum's apprehensions, but we need 
not ·consider here how the Board is goin~ to 

. work ; it will work in ~hatever way it thinks 
. · fit. What ·we· have to consider is how ·our 

own Governments will exercise their influence 
· on others. If Article 26 is accepted, we should 
still have serious misgivings · regarding the 

· new Article 18. · · . 

M. Sjostrand (Sweden): 
I made my remark because. I understood 

. M. van Wettum to say that Article 26 would 
. serve more or less as a substitute for Article 18. 

.. 
-The President : 

Translation · :_ Are ~here any other remarks 
on Article 18 ? , 

If there are no other remarks, Article 18 will 
be referred to the Drafting Committee. 

. Article 18 was adopted on a first reading' and 

. referred to the Drafting Committee. 

CHAPTER VI : PERMANENT CENTRAL BOARD. 

Article 19. · 

The text of Article 19 was read as follows : 
·· ·"A Permanent Central Board shall 

be appointed, ·within three' months from 
the coming into force of the· present 

· Convention, by such of the following States 
· as have at that time ratified the Convention 
-- that is to say, the United States of 
·America, the British Empire, France, Ger
many, Italy and Japan - together with 
those States which have non-permanent 

. seats on the Council of the. League. It 
shall· consist of seven persons who, by 
their_ technical competence, impartiality 
and disinterestedness, are likely to com
mand general confidence, chosen from a 
list on which each of the signatories of the 
Convention shall be ep,titled to place one 
name. The members shall be appointed for 
a· term of three years, and they will be 
eligible for re-appointment. 

"At meetings of the Board, four members 
shall form a quorum. · . 

"The decisions of the Board relative to 
Articles 24 and 26 shall be taken by an 
absolute majority of the whole number of 
the Board.· 

"The Board shall settle its rules of pro
cedure. " 

The President : 
Trt'"slatiort . : M. Chodzko, delegate of 

Poland, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I am glad that we have come 

at last to Article 19. In my opinion it is one 
of the most important articles in the new Con- , 
vention, as it provides for the strict application 
of its provisions by a new body for which we 
have no precedent. We must therefore analyse 
the text of this article very closely, and in this 
connection I would like to make a few remarks. 

In the first place, I would like to make a 
proposal,· which perhaps will not meet with 
much opposition, regarding the name of this 
new body. The text of Article 19 calls it. a 

. Permanent Central Board. This designation 
is all very well, but it does not indicate the pur
pose of the Board. I therefore propose that 
we should add to the name the words "for the 
control of narcotics". . 

I would. also like to make some further 
observations on this article, particularly regard
ing the composition and definition of this 
Permanent Central Board. The latter, according 
to Article 19, will consist of persons who, by 
their tech_nical competence, impartiality and 
disinterestedness, are likely to command general 
confidence. In my opinion this definition is 
much too vague. 

What, for example, does the. word "impar-
. tiality" mean in this connection ? Are people 
"impartial" who share the American views or 
those of the majority in the Advisory Committee 
on the Traffic in Opium? Or are peofle impartial 
who have no .definite opinion at al ? I would 
like the exact meaning of the word "impar-
tiality" to be defined. . . 

Further, what does the word "disinte
restedness" mean ? Of what or of whom are the 
members of the Board to be independent J 
The article also says that these persons will be 
"chosen" from a list submitted by the signa
tory Powers. Each Government will there
fore nominate one person. Will that person 
be independent of his Government ? I do 
not think so. 

In the Co-ordination Committee we were told 
that, in choosing the members of the Board, 
Governments must not be guided by their 
interests but by highest principles. . But 
if a Government appoints a person to represent 
it, how can you expect this person not to defend 
the interests of his Government ? In fact, it is 

" his duty to do so. What, then, are we to think 
of the disinterestedness of this person ? The 
definition of the term "independence" or 
"disinterestedness" is therefore quite as neces
sary as that of the term "impartiality". 

To take an example : the forty Powers 
represented here will send forty names to the 
Council of the League from which it will ·have 
to choose seven. · How -is the Council to make 
the appointment ? If no principle is laid down 
by us the Council of the League of Nations will 



find itself in a difficult position and, whatever 
its choice may be, I fear it may be criticised 
by many of the Members of the League. It 
must be admitted that this duty which Article 19 
lays upon the Council of the League is no envia
ble one. Are we justified in putting the Council 
into this position ? I do not think we ought 
to do so or to expose the prestige of the League 
of Nations to adverse criticism. 

For these reasons I have already proposed 
in Sub-Committee B a "principle of selection". 
If I am not mistaken, Sub-Committee D also 
discussed the question. I suggested that a prin
ciple should be adopted which would save 

·the Council from the dilemma of which I have 
just spoken. For this reason I jropose an 

• amendment to Article 19. Instea of saying, 
"It (the Central Board) shall consist of seven 
persons ... " we should say, "It shall consist. of 
eight persons, four appointed by countnes 
which produce or manufacture narcotics and 
four by consuming countries." 

What groups of States will the Council have 
to consider when it makes its choice ? There 
are the producing countries, the manufacturing 
countries and the countries which are merely 
consumers. This last group of States has a 
great interest in the question. They derive 
no profit from the traffic in narcotics but suffer 
all the dangers and disadvantages. If these 
countries sign the Convention, they must be 
represented on the Central Board. 

Of course, the producing countries and manu
facturing countries must also be represented 
on the Board, but I think that the formula 
which I have proposed brings in all these three 
groups of countries. 

There is one other point to which I wish to 
draw your attention. 

Who will be the Chairman of the Board ? 
Is he to be appointed by the Council outside 
the Board or will he be elected by the Board 
itself ? I think this point ought also to be 
made clear. 

As regards the term of office of the members 
of the Central Board, the period of three years 
is stipulated. But if the members of the Board 
are required to be "disinterested" they should 
be given a term of five years instead of three 
years. 

~ Such is the substance of my proposal, which 
I will hand in to the President. 

The President : 
Translation : .I suppose that, as a conse

. quence of the Polish delegate's proposal, the 
quorum would be five members instead of 
four? 

M. Yovanovltch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : Allow me to draw your atten
tion to the fact that among the States which are 
going to nominate the Central Board there is 
no producing country. I think that it would 
be only right to add at least one representative 
of the producing States to these countries. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : M. de Palacios, delegate of 

Spain, will address the Conference. 
· M. de Palacloe (Spain) ~ 

Translation : I think it would be advisable 
to read the amendments which I have had the 
honour to communicate to the Chair. 

All that I have to say for the moment with 
regard to this article refers to the first paragraph. 
The Spanish delegation . considers that this 
first paragraph should read as follows : 

"A Permanent Central Board shall be 
appointed, within three months of the 
coming into force of the present Convention, 
by the Council of the League of Nations in 
agreement with the Governments of Ger
many and the United States of America." 

This text is the one which the Spanish dele· 
gation prefers, but if serious objections are 
raised we will propose the following alterna
tive : 

"The Permanent Central Board shall 
be appointed, within three months of the 
coming into force of the present Convention, 
by the States represented on the Council 
of the League and by Germany and the 
United States of America." 

The President : 
Translation : Are there any other proposals 

regarding the constitution of this body ? 

M. Dendramls (Greece) : 
Translation : The Greek delegation is also 

of the opinion that the interests of the producing 
countries should be safeguarded, and I therefore 
wish to second the proposal put forward by the 
honourable Polish delegate. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : If the Polish delegate's motion 
is adopted, I will withdraw my proposal, as the 
interests of the producing countries will be 
sufficiently safeguarded. 

The President : 
Translation : I propose that the meeting 

should be adjourned for twenty minutes in 
order to allow the delegates to confer on the dis
cussion which has just taken place. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5 p.m. and 
resumed at 5.30 p.m. 

The President : 
Translation : Before the discussion is re

opened, I should like to make one remark. The 
report with which we are dealing has already 
been accepted in principle and referred to the -
Drafting Committee, but now various points 
have been raised with regard to this report . 
I venture to point out that the usual procedure 
is exactly the opposite ; observations should 
be submitted first, then the report should be 
adopted and referred to the Drafting Committee. 

I merely make the remark, as we cannot, of 
course, change anything now. 

Does the Rapporteur wish to answer now 
the different proposals and suggestions made 
by the Polish, Serb-Croat-Slovene and Spanish 
delegates ? 

M. van Eckhardt (Germany) : 
Translation : Mr. President, I reserve the 

right to make a proposal also, which I will 
submit later. 

The President : 
Translation : I call.upon Sir Malcolm Dele

vingne, delegate of the British Empire, to 
speak. 
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Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
The Conference, as I understand it, has three 

sets of amendments before it. First there is the 
series of amendments proposed by the Polish 
delegate. Three of these amendments refer 
to minor matters and one to a matter of great 
importance. I will deal with the minor matters 
first. 

The Polish delegate suggested that the title 
"Permanent Central Board for the Control of 
Narcotic Drugs" should be given to this Board 
whi~h we are P!Oposing t~ set up under Article 
19. The Draftmg Cotnm1ttee considered rather 
carefully how it should describe this Central 
Board and found it very difficult to suggest any 
title which exactly described the functions and 
scope of the Board. It therefore contented 
itself with the very short title which appears 
at the head of Chapter VI, "Permanent Central 
Board", and I think, on the whole, it is best 
to leave it at that. 

The title suggested by the Polish delegate 
would not, I think, be an accurate description 
of the work and "functions of the Board. The 
Board is not charged under this scheme with 
the general control of narcotic drugs -
very far from it. Its powers are precisely 
defined in Article 24. Article 24 says that the 
functions of the Board shall be to watch con
tinuously the course of the international trade, 
to call attention to any cases in which excessive 
quantities are being imported into any country 
and in such cases to make recommendations 
to the Governments signatories to the Conven
tion. 

That is a limited power, which is very far 
from being a general control of narcotic drugs, 
and I think, therefore, that it would be mislead
ing if we adopted the suggestion of the Polish 
delegate and called this Board the "Permanent 
Central Board for the Control of Narcotic 
Drugs". I think that it might cause some 
misapprehension in the minds of Governments 
and in the minds of those likely to be affected 
by the Convention if such a name were given 
to the Board. It would imply far stronger 
powers than those which we actually propose 
in the Convention. I would therefore suggest 
to the Conference that that amendment should 
not be accepted. · 

The Polish delegate also proposes to insert 
at the end of the first paragraph the words, 

·"The Central Board shall elect its own President. 
We thought that W'(lS implied ; the Central 
Board is given power to settle its rules of pro
cedure. But I am quite prepared to accept the 
addition suggested by the Polish delegate. 

Then he also suggests that the term of years 
for which the members of the Central Board are 
to be appointed should be five years and not 
three. There was some discussion on that 
point in the Sub-Committee. Some difference 
of opinion was expressed, and, if I remember 
rightly, the term of five years was originally 
adopted, but in deference to the objections of 
one or more delegates, the term of three years 
was substituted. 

But I am quite prepared to accept the term of 
five years if no objection is raised by the dele
gations in the Conference. 

Now we come to the very important question 
which has been raised by the Polish delegate 
as to the constitution of the Central Board, 
and in this connection I must join with the 
President in his expression of regret that this 

question was not raised at the time when the 
report of Sub-Committee A came before the 
plenary Conference. 

The question is one of substance which has a 
very important bearing on the work of the 
Central Board and the scheme of control which 
is contained in Chapter VI. and it ought to 
have been discussed fully at the plenary meeting 
when the Conference had before it the rel?ort 
of Sub-Committee A. No objection was ra1sed 
at that time, however, and no reservations, if 
I remember rightly, were made on this point, 
and the Conference unanimously adopted the 
report of Sub-Committee A. 

The proposal of the Polish delegate brings 
forward again a suggestion that was made in 
the report of Sub-Committee D to the effect th11t 
the Central Board should be composed of 
equal numbers of representatives of the con
suming countries on the one side and the pro
ducing and the manufacturing countries on the 
other. The suggestion was considered at the 
meeting of the Co-ordination Committee, and the 
Chairman and the Rapporteur of Sub-Committee 
D withdrew the proposal of Sub-Committee D 
in favour of the proposal of Sub-Committee A. 
The proposal of Sub-Committee A therefore 
came before the Conference not only as the 
unanimous recommendation of Sub-Committee 
A but also as the unanimous recommendation of 
the Co-ordination Committee. It seems to 
me, therefore, a very serious thing to ask the 
Conference at this late hour to upset the recom
mendation on this point which has so much 
support behind it. · 

The reasons why Sub-Committee A felt 
unable to accept the proposal for making the 
Board representative in equal parts of the con
suming and the manufacturing and producing 
countries are set out in the Sub-Committee's 
report. I would like to read to the Conference 
what the Sub-Committee said : 

"It is essential that the members of the 
Board should be absolutely impartial and 
independent on the one hand, and that, on 
the other, they should have an expert 
knowledge of the matters with which they 
will have to deal. Unless they pos~ess · 
both these qualifications they will not be 
able to command the general con fidence)>oth 
of the countries affected and of the world 
at large, on which the success of their 
work will depend. 

"The Sub-Committee has accordingly 
proposed that the members of the Board 
shall be persons who, by their technical 
competence, impartiality and disinte
restedness, are likely to command general 
confidence, and it has not seen its way to 
accept a suggestion that consuming, pro
ducing and manufacturing countries shoula 
be separately represented on the Board. 
It would, in its view, be fatal to the succ~;;s 
of the scheme t'f the Board were to be re
presentative of 'interests'. 

"It recognises, however, the importance 
of preventing any suspicion that the Board 
is selected from a particular group of 
countries and of ensuring a wide field of 
candidates from which the electoral body 
can make its choice, and it has accordingly 
accepted the proposal that the selection 
shall be made from a list on which every 
signatory of the Convention would have 
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. the right to place one . name.. The S.ub-
. Committee must emphas1se the Importance, 

however, of the signatory Governments, 
in the exercise of this right, taking the 
greatest care to put forward only the names 
of persons who possess the qualifications 
mentioned above." · · 

The Polish delegate made some play with the 
words "impartiality" and "disinterestedness"·; 

· but I think that this Conference will take the 
view that the signification of those words is 
fairly well understood and that we need ~ot 
quarrel with Sub-Committee A for selectmg 
those particular words. I think that they 
ensure what we all desire, namely, that the 
Board should act in an absolutely impartial 
~ay and that it should not ~e under an~ sus
piciOn of being .the mouthpiece. of. partlcul~r 
interests but ·that it should mamtam what 1s 
sometimes called an absolutely objective atti
tude. The proposal of the Committee was the 
result of very long discussions. I think that 
M. Bourgois will bear me out when I say that 
it was with the greatest difficulty and aft~r 

· prolonged sittings that we came to the u~am
mous result embodied in the proposal contamed 
in Chapter VI. 

I must say that I view with great fear any 
attempt to re-open the question now. On this 
particular qu~s.tion, th~ Ministers ~ho repre-

. sented the Bntlsh Emp1re and, I thmk, France 
and the Netherlands also at our resumed sittings 
took a personal part in the settlement of this ques
tion. Certainly Viscount Cecil did. The com
promise embodied in the text of the first 
paragraph of Article 19 is the result of t~at 
work. I think that to re-open the question 
now would land us in all the difficulties we had 
to face then and from which we only escaped 
with very great difficulty. I would therefore 
urge the Conference most strongly to. leave the 
text of the Article as it stands. 

If the text were to ·be changed in the manner 
the Polish delegate suggests the result would be 
a Board representative of particular interests, 
the interests of the manufacturing and pro
ducing countries on the one side- and the inte
rests of the consuming countries on the other, 
and the feeling which we have tried to create 
in the scheme we put before the Conferencl) 

· wo.lld not be secured - that is, the feeling 
that the Board would be absolutely impartial 
and do its work without consideration of any
thing but the actual merits of the case before 
it. 
. I see also a great practical difficulty in the sug
gestion which has been made by the Polish 
delegate~ His amtndment reads: . 

"The Board shall include eight persons, 
. of whom four shall be designated by the 

producing and manufacturing countries 
· · and four by the consuming countries." 

I ask myself : How. are the consuming 
countries or the producing and manufacturing 
countries to nominate their four represen
tatives ? 

Moreover, let me remind the Polish delegate . 
that the consuming countries include practically 
all the countries of the world; they include the 
producing and manufacturing countries. How 
are all the countries of the world to appoint 

· these four representatives on the Central 
Board ? Are they to hold a conference every 

three or five years in:order to proceed to an 
election, and what chance is there that if t~ey· __ 
did so they would ever arrive at a result which 
·would be satisfactory to all or even to a large 
number of them ? The difficulty as regards 
the machinery which this amen?ment would 
involve seems to me alone sufficient. to make 
it impossible to accept it. . 
. 1 make another criticism of less importance 

which occurs to me. The number proposed 
in the amendment is eight. The Board would 
have to elect a President. How is a decision 
ever to be taken unless the President has a 
casting vote ? And the President~ will have 
to be chosen either from the one s1de or from 
the other. It seems to me that the proposed 
constitution of the Central Board would .lead 
to endless difficulties. There would be two 
sets of interests balanced against one another, 
and I cannot imagine that a Board so constituted 
would really fulfil the objects which the Sub
Committee had in mind when .it elaborated the 
scheme in this chapter. 

I need say nothing more- perhaps I have 
said too much - about that proposal. 

Two other proposals have been put before us. 
One was made by the delegate of the Kingdom 
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. He criti
cised the composition of the Board f!S conta~ned 
in Article 19 on the ground that. 1t conta1~ed 
no representative of the producmg countnes . 
Well the electoral body really consists, although 
it is' a little disguised, of- the Council of the 
Leagile of Nations plus the Unit~d States of 
America and Germany, and I thmk that we 
may take it - the Sub-Committee thought. 
that we might take it - that such a body would 
be perfectly independent, would have regard 
to all the circumstances of the case and would 
choose a central Board which would be as inde
pendent !lnd impartial as it is possible in human 
affairs to obtain. . 

If a representative of the producing countries 
were to be added, I find it very difficult to ima
gine how he would be :elected. I~ he to be. a 
representative of the opmm-producmg count~es 
or a representative o~ the coca-lea.f-pr?ducm.g 
countries ? Moreover, 1f that suggestiOn IS consi
dered favourable, there must be a represen
tative of the manufacturing countries also. 

Although it is true that the electoral body 
includes countries in which these manufactures 
are carried on, not all the manufacturing coun
tries are represented. If we once get into that 
path we · shall find outselves up ag~inst very 
great . difficulties. All things cons1dered, I 
suggest that we should adhere to the recom
mendation. of the Sub-Committee which was a 
result, as I said just now, of .very long dis~us
sions and was finally its unammous conclusiOn. 

Then .there was the suggestion of the de~e
gate for Spain. He has presented us With 
two alternatives. I gather that he did not 
lay very much stress on his first alternative 
that the ·nominations to the Central Board 
should be made by the Council of the League 
in agreement with the Governments of Germany 
and the United States. I am not quite sure 
what the words "in agreement with" would 
mean. I suppose that they would mean that 
the United States and Germany could veto 
any suggestion the Coun!=il of the League of 
Nations made. 

·· I should prefer, if the Conference decided in 
favour of one or other of the Spanish proposals, 
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to adopt the second. . This proposal makes the 
States represented on the Council, together with 
the United States and Germany, one electoral 
body, which would discuss the matter and arrive 
at an agreement among themselves; The only 
reason why we did not adopt in the Sub-Com
mittee the second suggestion made by the 
Spanish delegate was a political reason. 

When this matter was before the Sub-Com
mittee the United States delegation still 
formed part of the Conference, and that delegation 
thought that it would be easier probably 
to get this scheme ratified by the authorities 
in the United States if we avoided mentioning 
the Council of the League of Nations as such 
and put the proposal in the form in which the 
Sub-Committee has put it in this text. I do 
not know how far that consideration will 
weigh with the members of the Conference. 
We all desire, of course, that the United States 
should adhere eventually to this new Convention, 
and I think that we should avoid, if possible, 
creating JLnything which might make it difficult 
to secure that adherence. 

The President : 

. Translation. : M. Chodzko, delegate of 
· Poland, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 

Translation : You must excuse me if I 
trouble the Conference once more with ques
tions which the President has so rightly called 
questions of principle, but my insistence is 
perhaps due to my inexperience of procedure in 
international conferences. I must therefore 
beg for your indulgence. I am bound to point 
out, however, that in this very Conference, when 
a proposal had been adopted in plenary meeting, 
we have seen another very important resolution 
of principle contrary to the first adopted forty-
eight hours afterwards. · 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne said that I wished to 
destroy the balance ; I do not know whether 
this is an ungrateful or an agreeable task. In 
the case of Article 2 of our Convention, we have 
seen that the first French delegate, in order to 
preserve the balance, put -forward a motion 
which we adopted, and two days later M. Kircher, 
also delegate of France, proposed a different 
motion. Did he, on that account, destroy the 

. balance established under Article 2 ? 
It seems to me that I have the right, at a 

first reading, which is not a Drafting Committee 
reading but a reading on the substance of the 
Convention, to propose amendments ; the more 
so as I have received very precise instructions 
from my Government and as, in the memoran
dum which I sent to the Chairmen of the Sub
Committees, I emphasised the fact that it 
was the one condition on which my Government 
could accept the creation of the new body. 

It therefore seems to me that I am within 
my rights if I draw your attention once more 
·- at the eleventh hour, as Sir Malcolm Dele
vingne said- to the dangers which may threa~en 
this Convention in future if the consummg 
countries are not absolutely sure that their 
interests will be properly looked after .. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne said that. 1t would 
. be almost impossible to make a cb01ce among 
the consuming countries, and asked bow con
suming countries could be· disti~guisbed fr?m 
producing countries, manufactunng countnes, 

etc. In my own speech I said tl_iat, by ~onsuming 
countries, I meant countnes wh1ch were 
neither producing nor manufacturing. We all 
know which are the producing countries, and 
we also know which of ·them produce opium 
and which produce coca leaves. How will 
they be chosen ? · I~ seems to me that the 

. Council, having before it forty names, twenty 
of which, for example, . belong to consuming 
countries and twenty to producing countries, 
will have no difficulty in choosing three or four 
from each category. If, for example, a country 
producing coca leaves is not chosen at the first 
election, it may gain a place at the next one. 
As far as interests are concerned, I must empha
sise once more the fact that if each Govern
ment submitted its list, this list would be 
influenced by that Government's interests. , 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne himself said that we 
had nothing to fear from the creation of this 
body, since all the interests involved were 
equitably represented on the Council which 
appoints it. Sir Malcolm Delevingne therefore 
admits the principle that his interests must 
be represented, and I am also of that opinion. 

The point is an interesting, a delicate, and a 
dangerous one - for the interests of us all are 
equally at stake here - and I want to ask the 
members of the Conference to reflect before 
taking any decision. If my own or any similar 
proposal were rejected, I should be obliged to 
make every reservation with regard to 
Article 19. 

M. de Palaoloe (Spain) : 
Translation : I think it would be better not 

to mix up the different proposals which have 
been made; we should settle the Polish before 
going on to the Spanish proposal, on which I 
will speak when the time comes. 

The President : 
Translation :. Does any member of the 

Conference wish to express an opinion on the 
Polish proposals ? · 

Since no one wishes to speak, we will take 
a decision regarding those proposals. 

The Rapporteur has accepted two of the 
Polish delegate's four proposals, namely, that 
of adding the words "The Board shall elect 
its own Chairman" after the word "re-appoipt· 
ment," and that of substitutin~ "term of five 
years" for "term of three years' • 

I presume the Rapporteur is speaking as 
representative of the Sub-Committt'e, and as no 
one has sroken against either of these two 
proposals, regard them as adopted. (Assent.) 

There remain two other proposals : that 
regarding the name of the Board and that regard· 
ing the constitution of that body. 

I put to the vote the first of these two amend
ments, consisting in the addition of the words 
"for the control of narcotics" after the words 
"Central Board". 

This proposal was rejected by 9 votes to 6. 

I put the second amendment to the vote, 
namely : 

"It (the Central Board) shall consist 
of eight persons : four appointed by 
countries which produce or manufacture 
narcotics and four by consuming countries.'.' 

This amendment was rejected by 13 votes to 10. 
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M. VovanoviU:h (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : If Article 19 stands as drafted, 
· I must make every reservation on behalf of 
my Government, and I shall be unabl" to 
accept it. 

I reserve the right to put forward a proposal 
for the suppression of the Central Board and 
for entrusting its task to a s.ection of the Secre
tariat of the League of Nations. 

The President : 
Translation : This reservation will be 

entered in the record of the meeting. . 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
Translation : I wish to make the same reser

vation as the honourable delegate of the King
dom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

The Preeldent : 
T·ranslation : The debate on the Polish 

proposal is closed. 
I declare the discussion on the two Spanish 

proposals open, and I call upon M. de Palacios, 
delegate of Spain, to speak. 

M, de Palacloe (Spain) : 
Translation : In Sub-Committee A, I made 

a reservation entitling me to raise this question 
in the plenary meeting. When the report was 
submitted to the Conference, I was unable, 
being unwell, to come and defend my Govern
ment's point of view in person, though I sub
mitted it to the Chairman and Rapporteur. 

The proposals submitted to you are alter
native, but I greatly prefer the first. I am; 
however, prepared to accept the second in a 
spirit of compromise. 

The Rapporteur said that he did not quite 
understand the meaning of the first formula. 
Allow me to modify it slightly to make it 
clearer. It might read: "A permanent Central 
Board shall be appointed by the Council of the 
League of Nations and by Germany and the 
United States of America". 

I take it that you now understand the mean
ing of the proposal which, with the authori
sation of the Spanish Government, I have laid 
before you. 

The Conference is dealing with a subject which 
ha~ from the outset engaged the attention of 
the League of Nations. All the members of 
the League have been glad not only to have the 
assistance of countries not belonging to the 
League but have asked for it, and in their 
desire to give their work a universal character 
they have always been and still are disposed 

. to give the countries which are not members of 
the League the opportunity of taking part on 
the same footing as the countries which are 
:Members in the organisations which we set 
up. But we should not make such a sacrifice 
as is represented by this repugnance to speak 
of the Council of the League. 

One of the delegates pointed out in the Sub
Committee that we had a responsible organi
sation - the Council of the League - in which 
I consider in reality that all the Members are 
represented. Are we to forget the existence of 
the Council ? Is the mention of that body 
likely to offend anyone ? I do not see why 
it should. Notwithstanding the formula em
ployed in Article 19 with a view to making us 
forget - if that were possible - the existence· 

of the Conucil, we find in Article 20 the words 
"the Council of the League of Nations shall, 
in consultation with the Board, make ... " And 
later "the Council shall also, in consultation 
with the Governments of any Contracting 
Parties who are not Members of the League, 

k 
.. . 

ta e... · 
If I am not mistaken, these two phrases . 

have been accepted in Sub-Committee A with
out any reservation by the delegations w.hich 
did not belong to the League of Nations. 
Further on, in Article 24, paragraph 3, we find 
that an appeal can be made to the Council 
when a Government is not prepared to act 
on a recommendation of the ·Central Board. 
No reservations were made regarding this 
appeal either. Lastly, in Article 36 we read : 
"The present Convention shall not come into 
force until it has been ratified by ten Powers, 
including seven of the States mentioned in 
Article 19, of whom at least two must be 
permanent members of the Council of the 
League". 

I do not know what is the attitude of the 
United States or of Germany with regard to 
Article 36. But I observe that this Convention, 
as is quite natural, is continually bringing in 
the Council of the League of Nations. Why 
should we employ this special formula which 
has been proposed and say : "A Permanent 
Central Board shall be appointed within three 
months from the coming into force of the pre
sent Convention by such of the following 
States as have at that time ratified the Con
vention- that is to say : Germany, the United 
States of America, the British Empire, France, 
Italy, and Japan - together with those States 
who have non-permanent seats on the Council 

. of the League". _ 
So now we are going to divide the Council 

of the League of Nations into two parts I This 
is quite a new departure. Are not these coun
tries - the British Empire, France, Italy and 
Japan - permanent members of the Council 
of the League ? We find ourselves in quite an 
unexpected situation. To appoint the Central 
Board, we set up a body in which the League 
is only represented by the non-permanent 
Members. I can· see no point in making such 
a division between the Members of the Cou,ncil 
in regard to a subject which is of common inte
rest to the League. We must speak frankly 
and state the facts as they are. We must 
mention by name the Council of the League 
and the Governments of Germany and the 
United States of America. The Conference 
must consider the question and decide. If 
it does not share my opinion, I am ready to 
accept the second alternative : "A Permanent 
Central Board shall be appointed within three 
months from the coming into force of the pre
sent Convention by the States represented 
on the Council of the League and by Germany 
and the United States of America". As a 
matter of fact, these are not my own words ; 
you will find them in the report. 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon Sir Malcolm 

Delevingne, delegate of the British Empire, 
to speak. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I have not very much to add to what I said 

just now. I quite admit the force of the 
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argument adduced by the Sp~n!sh delegate from 
the references to the Council m other articles 
of our draft Convention. I can only say that 
the United States delegation laid considerable 
stress on the point in this article, but did not 
lay the same stress, or - if I remember rightly 
- any stress on the words in other articles. 
I can.not ~xplain that fact ; I can only say 
that 1t eXIsted, and we drafted the article in 
this way in deference to the views expressed 
by the United States delegation, and, I might 
add, in deference to the views expressed also 
by other delegations on the Sub-Committee. 
As I say, it was a compromise between several 
conflicting views and unanimously accepted · 
I should think that that is a very strong ugu: 
ment for leaving the text as it stands. 

But there is another argument which also 
seems to me very strongly in favour of retain
ing the present text. If the Conference will 
look at the text of the article it will see that it 
reads as follows : "A permanent Central Board 
shall be appointed, within three months from 
the coming into force _of the present Convention, 
by such of the followmg States as have at that 
time ratified the Convention". That means 
that only those States that have ratified the 
Convention or have become parties to it at the 
time when the appointment is made are to take 
part in making the appointment. 

If the amendment of the Spanish delegate were 
accepted, it might have the following result : 
When the date arrives for making the appoint
ment, it might quite well be that a number of 
States on the Council - even the majority of 
them - might not have ratified the Convention, 
so that the effect of the Spanish proposal would 
be to allow a majority of States which had not 
ratified the Convention and which were not 
parties to it to take part in the appointment of 
a Central Board. Now that seemed to the 
Sub-Committee to be undesirable. The Sub
Committee was of opinion that only those States 
should take part in the appointment of the 
Central Board which had ratified the Conven
tion and become parties to it. Such an attitude 
seems to me to be very reasonable. Are the 
delegates in the Conference prepared to agree to 
the appointment of a Central Board for the 
carrying-out of the provisions of this chapter by 
a majority of States which are not parties to 

. the Convention ? I suggest that · the best 
course is to adhere to the form of words which 
was very carefully worked out, as I said just 
now, after a long discussion by the Sub-Com
mittee. 

. M. Dendramla (Greece) : 
Translation : I make the same reservation 

as the delegate of the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes in regard to the article 
which was adopted just now. 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt): 
Translation : I also make the same reser

vation, Mr. President. 

The President : 
Translatio11 : _ Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. · 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne· (British Empire) : 
May I make one correction in what I said 

just now ? I said that it might be possible for 

the Central Board to be appointed by a majority 
of Powers which had not ratified the Conven
tion. 
. That is a mistake. If the members of the 
Conference will look at Article 36, they will see 
that, as it reads now, the Board cannot come 
into force until seven of the States mentinned 
in Article 19 have ratified. That would mean 
that the majority of the twelve Powers which 
are mentioned in Article 19 must have ratified 
before the Central Board can be set up. But I 
still think that the argument holds, though not 
quite so strongly, that the Board might be 
appointed by a body of twelve States, five of 
whom might not have ratified the Convention 
or become parties to it. 

The President : 
Translatio11 : M. de Palacios, delegate of 

Spain, will address the Conference. 

M, de Palacios (Spain) : 
· Translatio11 : The question of ratification 

which has been raised by the Rapporteur is 
certainly a very interesting one, but I do not 
think it would be very difficult to find a for
mula providing quite a satisfactory solution. 
In any case I think that the advantage of taking 
a proper view of the Council's attributions 
would amply compensate for the drawback 
that several of its members might not have rati
fied the Convention. Provision is made for that 
in my first proposal. On the other hand, if 
my second proposal is adopted, Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne's objection will no longer hold 
good. 

As regards the attitude of the United States 
delegation, all I know is that at the ninth 
meeting of Sub-Committee A, on January 28th, 
an amendment was put forward by the 
British delegation. Viscount Cecil said that he 
thought Mr. Porter wished to submit another 
version of this amendment, providing that the 
Central Board should ·be appointed by the 
States represented on the Council and by one 
delegate selected among the States not repre
sented on the Council. Mr. Porter, in fact, 
then submitted a subordinate amendment the 
object of which was, he said, to ensure that the 
States not Members of the League should have 
due influence in the selection of the Board. 
He proposed, amonfst other things, that th~ 
fifty-two Members o the League should appoini 
ten persons and that the four States not Mem
bers of the League should appoint one person. 

The subordinate amendment gave rise to 
the formula which you will find in document 
O.D.C.{S.C.A./5 (1) and which reads as follows : 

• 

"A Permanent Central Board shall be appointed 
by the States which are represented on the 
Council of the League of Nations together with 
one State chosen by those Contracting Parties 
which are not Members of the League, as their 
representative". It seems to me, therefore, that 
the second proposal which I submitted this 
morning tallies with the proposal made in Sub- • 
Committee A by the United States delegation. 

The Rapporteur told us that the report had 
been adopted unanimously by Sub-Committee A 
but I would like to point out that he should hav~ 
said "almost unanimously", as I made impor
tant reservations which I asked to have inserted 
in the report. I also remember that reserva
tions were made by the representatives of 
Switzerland and the Netherlands. I do not 
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know whether these Teservations 'have. been 
withdrawn.·. 

M. van ~ettum (Netherlands) ; 
They have not been .withdrawn. 

The Prealdent. : · 
Translation: . If the members of the Conference. 

·have· no objection; I will postpone the vote .on, 
this question in view.lbf_the late hour.·· · : 
· As there .is· no objection, I propose that we 

should. adjourn. th~ meeting until to-mof!.OW at' 
10.30 a.m. 

The Conference rose at 6.55 p.m .. 
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99. FIRST READING OF THE DRAFT 
CONVENTION : ARTICLE 11 : EXAMI

.... NATION OF THE REPORT OF THE 
· SUB-'COMMITTEE ON INDIAN HEMP. 

The President. : 
Translation : The Sub-Committee which 

you appointed at the thirty-first meeting to 
discuss the question of Indian hemp has success
fully completed its work, and bas arrived at a 
result acceptable to all concerned. I propose 
that you should now bear the report of this 
Sub-Committee. 

I call upon the Rapporteur, Prof. Perrot, 
the delegate of France, to speak. 

M. Perrot. (France) : 
Translation : There is no need for me to make 

any further mention of the importance of includ
ing the question of Indian hemp in the agenda 
of the Conference. As it was the first time 
that this expression had been used, interna
tionally speaking, we had to devote th.e clos~st 
attention to the study of a number of difficulties 
which arose. In particular, the honourable 
delegate, for Egypt urged, with somewhat uncom-

promising insistence, if I may say so, that we 
should indicate clearly the conditions governing 
the trade in Indian hemp and its preparations. 

Further, there exist.long-established customs 
with regard to the consumption of Indian hemp, 
whether it is smoked or consumed in other 
ways. We were faced with a problem as 
delicate as, and perhaps even more difficult to 
solve than, that of opium for smoking. Accord
ingly we had to endeavour to evolve measures 
which would be sufficiently effective in the 
case of some countries and yet would not be 
impossible to carry out in certain others. 

The following is the text upon which we have 
agreed. 

In the first place, we have decided to insert 
in Article 4- the old Article 14 of the American 
Suggestions - the galenic preparations (that 
is to say, preparations· intended for medical 
use) of Indian hemp which are specified by 
name as extracts or tinctures. The sentence 
will therefore run "(g) to galenic preparations •: 
extract and tincture of Jndian hemp". Thus 
this only covers preparations actually medicinal, 
and nothing else. 

On the other hand, the Sub-Committee deci
ded unanimously - for these decisions were 
taken unanimously - to insert the following 
text in Chapter IV. 

"I. The provisions of Chapter V of the 
present Convention shall apply to Indian 
hemp. In addition, and subject to the 
other provisions of Chapter V, each Contract-
ing Party undertakes : • 

"(a) In the case of the resin prepared 
from Indian hemp to prohibit export 
except to any importing country which 
may not have prohibited its use, and in 
such case shall require the production of 
a special import certificate Issued by the 
importing country and certifying that the 
importation is approved for the purposes 
specified in the certificate, and guaranteeing 
that the goods will not be re-exported. 
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"(b) In the case of Indian hemp, e~ch 
Contracting Party undertakes, before issumg 
the export authorisation referred to in 
Article 13 of the present Convention, to 
require the production of a special import 
certificate issued by the Government of 
the importing country, certifying that the 
importation is approved, and that the 
goods are required exclusively f<?r medical 
or scienti fie purposes. . 

"II. The Contracting Parties shall· exer
cise such effective control as to prevent 
the illicit traffic in Indian hemp, and espe
cially in the resin." 

We have just concluded our work; we shall 
consider the draft of this unanimously adopted 

" solution once again. 
I do not think that there will be any discus

sion for the moment. If anyone wants to 
make any remarks, he will be-able to do so at . 
the second reading. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : The discussion of the Sub

Committee's report is open. 

Prince Damrae (Siam) : 
Translation : As I have no instructions from 

my Government with regard to the question of 
Indian hemp, I shall be obliged when signing 
the Convention to make reservations on this 
point. 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : If there are no other reserva

tions in addition to thatJ'ust submitted by the 
Siamese delegate, I regar the Sub-Committee's 
proposal as accepted. Chapter IV, Article 1 I of 
the draft Convention will therefore be sent to 
the Drafting Committee. (A greed.) 

100. FIRST READING OF THE DRAFT 
CONVENTION : ARTICLES 19, 28-39 :. 
CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION. • 

' 

Article 19 (Coutinuation of the 
disct~ssion). 

The President : 
Translation : At the close of our last meeting 

we were discussing Chapter VI, Article 19, of 
the draft Convention. · 

Several amendments have been proposed on 
questions of principle and of drafting. I 
expect that other amendments will be submitted 
in respect of the other articles of this chapter, 
for it is to some extent the pivot of our Con
vention. I therefore think it very important 
to.know the opinions of the different delegations 
regardihg the various points in this chapter. 

I will therefore ask you, gentlemen, to be so 
.. good ~s to let me have before I o'clock to-day 

the d1fferent proposals that you think fit to 
submit with regard to Article 19 and the other 
articles in Chapter VI of the draft Convention 
now before you. I think it would be better 
not to discuss this chapter to-day so that we 
may have a little time to reflect upon all the 
proposals regarding it. I should like to have 
the discussion postponed until Monday morning. 
. There is another reason why I propose an ad
J?urn.ment. We have all found during discus
sion m the plenary Conference that proposals 

have been submitted by the different delega
tions during this first reading of the draft 
Convention. · If this is the case with articles 
the principles. of which had already been more 
or less generally accepted in the reports, I 
fear all the more that numerous modifications 
will be suggested for the general provisions in 
the chapter which follows Chapter VI. These 
provisions are extremely difficult to draft. 
Your Drafting Committee is doing its utmost, 
but as the Conference had given it no directions, 
the work is not yet quite complete. 

The interval between now and the next 
plenary meeting will allow your Drafting Com
mittee to complete its work and to meet the 
wishes expressed by the members of the Con
ference. 

If the Conference agrees, we will begin the 
general discussion of the articles included in 
Chapter VII. 

There is reason to think that all the proposals 
submitted to me will be distributed this evening, 
so that you will have time to study them before 
recommending the discussion of Chapter VI. 

May I consider the above proposai as accepted 
by the Conference ? 

M. de Palacios, delegate of Spain, will address 
the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : For my part, I am in agreeJ 

ment with the recommendations just made to us. 
I should like, however, to put my case. With 
regard to some of the articles in Chapter VI, I 
shall perhaps submit proposals of amendment, 
but that will depend upon the explanations 
given to us by the Rapporteur in the course of 
the discussion. It is difficult to draft an amend
ment before knowing the exact meaning of the 
article, and it was my intention to ask the 
Rapporteur for certain explanations and then 
to draft my amendment in accordance with his 
reply. That is the reservation which I desire 
to make. 

I may mention that I am referring to Article 
26. 

The President : 
Translation : I propose this programme of 

work, of course, only within the limits of what 
is possible. At the same time, I beg the Spanish 
delegate to consider how difficult it is for the 
Rapporteur to be constantly making statements 
about these rather complicated matters without 
knowing the amendment or the desire that 
inspires the amendment. I will therefore ask 
the Spanish delegation to submit its amendment, 
even if it were necessary to withdraw it after
wards. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I will do what I can to comply 

with the wish expressed by the President. 
. -

CHAPTER VII : GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Article 28. 

The text of Article 28 was read as follows : 
''Each of the Contracting Parties agrees 

that breaches of its laws or regulations by 
whic~ the provisions of the present Con
ventiOn are enforced shall be punishable by 
ad.equate penalties, including in appro~ 
pnate cases the confiscation of the sub
stances concerned." 
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The Preeident : 
Translation : The discussion on Article 28 

is open. · 
:M. El Guindy, delegate of Egypt, will address 

the Conference. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : At the wish of my Govern

ment, I have already had the honour of making 
a proposal to you with regard to the penal 
measures to be inserted in the Convention. 
I asked that the penalties for breaches of the 
provisions of this Convention should be made 
uniform for all countries and that they should 
in no case be less than those imposed in the case 
of a "delit" ; in some countries these breaches 
are only punishable as "contraventions", a 
penal~~ which is certainly too light. 

The President : 
Translation : Do any other delegates wish 

to speak on this article ? 
· No one desires to speak. . 

· Does the. Rapporteur wish to say anything 
on this point ? 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I think that the difficulty in the way of the 

suggestion made by the Egyptian delegate is 
that the conception (delit), if I may so call it, 
is not universal. For example, we have no 
equivalent in the criminal law of Great Britain, 
and I imagine the same is the case with other 
countries. That alone, I think, would make it 
impossible to .Put the suggestion of t~e Egyp
tian delegate mto a form of words which could 
be accepted by all countries, because the" delit" 
is not universal, and the only form of words 
in which we could put it would not be universal 
either. -

We had a considerable discussion on this 
article in the Drafting Committee and also in 
Sub-Committee E, and it was generally agreed 
that we should not go farther than the proposal 
that we have made in the present text of the 
article. The very point which the Egyptian 
delegate has raised was raised by ~orne delega
tions and · it was decided that it would be 
extre'mely difficult, if not impossible •. to ~ncor
porate the idea in the text. I hop.e, 1n Vlew of 
this explanation, that the Egyptian delegate 
will not press his point. 

The President : 
Translation : If there is no opinion to the 

contrary, I take it that the Conference is agreed 
to refer this article as it stands to the Draft
ing Committee. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
Mr. President, I beg your pardon for a 

moment. It is impossible to un~erstand the 
proposition as made by the Egyptian delegate 
-does it concern ·a "delit" or a "contraven
tion" ? I do not understand the word. It 
depends entirely on the procedure i!l each coun
try. We cannot accept the Egyptian proposal. 

Article 28 was adopted at a first reading and 
referred to the Drafting Committee. 

Article 29. 

The text of Article 29 was read as follows : 
"The Contracting Parties will exa~i~e. in 

the most favourable spirit the possibility 

of taking lt>gislative measures. to ren~er 
punishable illegitimate transactions wh1ch 
are carried out in another country by a 
person residing within their teTTltories." 

The Preeldent : 
Translatiolt : M. Dinichert, delegate of 

Switzerland. will address the Conference. 
M. Dlnlchert (Switzerland): 
Tra1tslatio1t: The terms of this article indicate 

that we are dealing not so much with a 
conventional stipulation so-called as with a 
readiness on the part of the Governments to 
study the question. More<;~ve.r, this arti.cle 
touches the fundamental pnnc1ples govermng 
the penal code in the different countries. Certain 
countries, among which is Switzerland,. do not 
provide in their penal system fort~~ pumsh~ent• • 
in their country of an offence (del1t) committed 
wholly abroad, in any ~ase if committed by .a 
foreigner. If the national of a country 1s • 
concerned, he could be prosecut~d in tha~ country .• 
as Y<?U know, and if the case 1~. quest10n came 
withm the scope of an extradition . treaty, the 
foreigner concerned could be extradited. 

Consequently, if we accepted this provision, 
it would be fated to remain a dead letter for a 
considerable time in a fairly large number of 
countries, because we could not persuade Par
liament to modify one of the fundamental 
principles of the penal system for the sake 
of this clause. 

You will remember that, in Switzerland, we 
have as regards offences against the present 
Conv'ention, a provision which goes as ~ar as 
possible, since it says that anyone who, without 
authority, shall have manufactured, prepared, 
imported or exported, bought, possessed, 
retained sold or even given or offered to sell or 
give th~ products mentioned shall be liable 
to imprisonment for a year or to a fine n?t 
exceeding 2o,ooo francs. . T~at is to say, ~n 
Switzerland there is no cnmmal offence (dellt) 
or attempted criminal offence which remains 
unpunished, provided that it was committed 
within the country. It would, however, .be 
impossible to prosecute for an offence of whtch 
no trace could be found in the country. That 
is why I proposed that the provision in qu.cs
tion, instead of being included in the Con ventton 
itself should be sent out to the Governments 
in th~ form of a recommendation or "vreu".o 

I would like to add the following considera
tion which seems to me of importance. If we 
leav~ this clause in the Convention, it will be 
submitted with the other articles for the appro
val of Parliament. There are Parliaments in 
which a provision of this kind ~ight give. ri~e 
to real difficulties. I do not think that It ts 
wise to raise difficulties regarding the ultimate 
ratification of our Convention for the sake of a 
clause which when all is said and done, consti
tutes only a 'recommendation. By formulating 
my proposal, I have ·tried to act in the inter~sts 
of the prompt ratification of the Convention!' 

The Preelden\ : 
Translation : Am I right in interpreting 

M. Dinichert's proposal to mean that this 
recommendation should be inserted in the Final 
Act? 
· M. Dinlcher\ (Switzerland) : 

Translation : 1 agree that this provision 
could be inserted in the Final Act in the form of 
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a recommendation or "vreu" to be addressed 
to the Governments. The text will then not 
have to be ratified. 

The President : 
Translation : The Conference has now bef~re 

it an amendment put forwar~ by the. Swtss 
delegation asking for the d~lett?n of. Art~cle 29 
from the Convention and tts mcluston m the 
Final Act as a recommendation to G~>Vernments. 
The discussion of this amendment ts bpen. . 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne, delegate of the Bri
tish Empire, will address the Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
This article refers to a very important matter, 

and I hope that the Conference will consider 
it very carefully. The article has bee!' inser~ed 

0 in order to give effect to a suggestion. w!uch 
was made by the Opium Advisory Committee 
at its session of last August. I l~ad bett~r 

• read the recommendation of the Opmm Advt
J'oOry Committee in full, because it sets ?ut m?re 
clearly that the article docs what the mtention 
is : 

"The Conference makes the following 
recommendation : That each Government 
should forbid any person withi~ i~s juris
diction from procuring or a.ssts~mg. t~e 
commission, in any place outstde tts JUriS
diction, of any offence against th: Ia ws 
in force in such place for controllmg or 
regulating the manufacture, sale, use, export 
or import of any of the substances 
covered by the Convention." 

I am not quite sure that I underst?od ~1. 
Dinichert's objection ; but perhaps 1t wtll 
help to remove any misunderstandinl? in ~he 
minds of members of the Conference If I gtve 
a· concrete instance of the kind of case that 
this recommendation was intended to meet. 
It is a case drawn from my own experience in 
the administration of these laws in Great 
Britain. A case occurred the year before last in 
which a person residing in London and having 
an office in London organised on a large scale 
the export of these drugs to the Far East. It 
was impossible for him to procure the drugs 
in England. He arranged by correspondence 
and through agents for the purchase of these 
drugs in some other countries and for the export 
of., the drugs from those countries direct to the 
Far East. There was no actual export and 
no actual purchase of these drugs in Great 
Britain itself. He simply carried on the corre
spondence from Great Britain. He made 
payments by cheque or in other ways from 
Great Britain ; but the actual purchase and 
export of the drugs to the Far East was effected 
from the other countries. That is the kind of 
case which this article is intended to meet. 
. M. Dinichert said, or seemed to suppose, that 
this article had reference only to offences outside 
the jurisdiction of the State ; but I would 

.point out to him that, though it is true that 
part of the offence is committed outside that 
jurisdiction, there is a definite act or a series 
of acts which are committed within it. The 
person in,question was procuring or assisting, 
by acts committed within the jurisdiction of the 
British Government, the commission of an 
offence outside that jurisdiction. That_ is the 
sort. of. pr.oc~ring or assisting committed within 
the Junsdichon of a country which it is intended 
to punish under the terms of this article. 

We have made provision in the British law 
for such cases very much on. the lines o~ the 
recommendation of th: Advisory <:o~m1ttee, 
and, in fact, it was in VIew of th~ Bntish exi?e
rience that the Advisory Comrruttee m:~;de Its 
recommendation. We have found tt an 
extremely valuable weapon for dealing with the 
contraband trade. As we a.ll know, the contr~
band trade is carried on mamly by large syndi
cates or organisations having their ~eadquarte~s 
in one or more places a~d carrymg o.n their 
operations over a very wtde area outside the 
jurisdiction. . . 

Unless the Governments can h1t that ktnd of 
operation, the campaign :~;gainst ~he contra
band trade is almost certam to f~tl. It may 
be possible to catch, now and agam, the small 
smuggler, the man w~o brings in .a . small 
quantity of drugs on hts person,. but It IS not 
possible successfully to cope w1th the lar~e 
operations, which a;e. the real ~ou~ce of the evtl, 
without some proviSion of this k.md. 

M. Dinichert has called attention to the fact , 
that there is no obligation on the Governments 
to give effect to this recommendation, --That is 
perfectly true. When we discusse~ the matter .in 
the Advisory Committee, and agam when we dis
cussed it in the First Opium Conference, atten
tion was called to the fact that at present there 
might be constitutional difficulties in certain 
countries in the way of carrying it out, and that 
is a reason why we have put it in this modified 
furm. . _ · 

Many of us would have wished to see ~he 
provision · put in a much more categonc~l 
and de finite form, but, in view of those consti
tional difficulties, it was felt that we could not 
go further than was act)lally done in this .case. 
It seems to me that the fact that there 1s no 
definite obligation to carry out the reco~men
dation is no reason why we should not msert 
the article in the Convention. The article does 
at least require· the Gover~ments to give. t.h.eir 
most favourable consideration to the posstbthty 
of inserting such a provision in their national 
legislation, and I would strongly urge the Con
ference for that reason to retain the attic!f~ as 
it stands in the Convention. 

I would only add, in conclusion, that the 
First- Opium Conference has adopted. the sa~e 
article and inserted it in the Convention whtch 
was signed the day before yesterday. It would 
be a little unfortunate if this Conference 'were 
to put this proposal on a lower plane (for it 
would be a lower plane) by inserting it as a 
"vreu" in the Final Act. I hope M. Dinichert 
will not press his objections but will allow th«" 
article to stand. It is an article to which very 
many of us attach great importance, and, 
although we may not have obtained a.s .ni.uch 
as we might wish, we would rather retatn what 
we have than allow the article to be relegated 
to the .·comparativ!" obsc_li'rity of the Fin.al 
Act. 

The President : 

Translation · I call upon M. Dinichert, 
delegate of Switzerland, to speak. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland): 
• 

Translatlo11 : This question is evidently so 
complex that it is necessarv to explain clearly 
what we mean to say and do. Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne asks me not to press my objection. 



I shall certainly not press it if the misunder
standing is cleared up ; I shall only press it if 
there is still any doubt on the matter. 

It is true that the Advisory Committee itself 
bas made a recommendation to us in the terms 
that have just been read to you and in which 
it is said that each Government should forbid 
an~ person ~t~in its jurisdiction from pro
cunng or asststmg the conunission, in any 
pla~e outside it;; jurisd_iction, of any offence 
agamst the laws m force m such place. 

If I understand this proposal rightly in the 
form in which it is now submitted to us and 
after Sir Malcolm Delevingne's explanations 
we might, for example, have to deal with th~ 
following case. An individual living in Great 
Britain commits an offence against the British 
laws on drugs, and commits the entire offenee 
in Great Britain. He flies the country and 
takes refuge in Switzerland. We should be 
compelled to prosecute, according to the text 
of the recommendation itself. The States 
would have to undertake to prosecute tl\e 

-···perpetrators of offences committed wholly 
abroad.~-

. · . Sir Malc<mn Delevingne furnishes us with an 
·.interesting example, namely, that of a person 

resident in England and effecting commercial 
transactions by correspondence. Suppose that 
that person were in correspondence with someone 
in Switzerland and that the latter had committed 
some act in Switzerland, as, for example, purchas
ing or exporting a prohibited substance. In this 
case the situation is totally different. If the 
offender were punished in England, it would be 
because British law provided for the punishment 
of this procuring or assisting in the commission 
of an offence. If the honourable. delegate of 
the British Empire asks us to punish the person 
in Switzerland, I can tell him at once that in this 
case our law evidently allows us to do so, since 
the act committed in Switzerland is covered by 
our domestic legislation. 

The question is therefore as follows : Are 
we to punish in- country A a person who. has 
committed an offence in country B only against 
the law of country B ? I maintain that that 
would be impossible for us and for other countries, 
because it would be contrary to one of the gene
ral principles of penal law in many countries, 
under which it is not possible for a country to 
prosecute in the· case of an offence committed 
wholly against the laws of another country. 

. If, on the other band, it is a case of two 
· offences to some extent linked up, of an offence 
committed . mainly in one country but with 
the aid of accomplices in another, my objection 
disappears. 

Accordingly, I beg to state that the form of 
the recommendation, the actual text of Article 
29, and the practical example which has just 
been quoted to us do not seem to me at all to 
tally with one another. If, on the other hand, 
a draft of this Article 29 is submitted to us, 
whereby Governments are invited to promul
gate laws which make it possible to prosecute, 
when the main offence bas been committed 
in a third country, for some act or other commit
ted by· accomplices in their own territory, I have 
no further objection of any kind to make. 
But that is not what I understood, for the 
text proposed does not say it. I will ask the 
Drafting Committee to see whether it cannot 
introduce this new idea into its draft. My 
objection will then, no doubt, be met. 

The Prealdent : · 
Tra1tslatio11 : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Confert>nce. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I am much obliged to M. Dinicbert for his 

further explanation, which makes it quite clt'ar 
that there is no diffctence of opinion bt>tween 
us. There was no intention whatever of pro
posing that, in such a case as he mentioned, 
namely, that of a pt>rson committing an offence 
in England against English law and then taking 
refuge in Switzerland, the Swiss Gon'rnment 
should be asked to proceed against the refugee 
for the crime committed in Great Britain. 

I think l\1. Dinichert has correctly dcscribt'd
0 in the last part of his remarks what the inten-. 

tion was, and I am sure the Drafting Committee 
would be prepared to exprrss more clt'nrly 
that intention. 

M. Dlnlchri (Switzrrland) : 
Translation : In these circumstances, not 

only do we not request that such a provision 
should be removed from the Convention, but 
we strongly urge its inclusion. This explana
tion, however, was needed. It was nect'ssnry 
to take account of what we could do. We are 
in favour of the utmost possible extension of the 
penal laws in order to cover not only tho 
commission of the actual offence but also 
the procuring or assistance in the commission 
of that offence in the widest sense of the term. 

The President : 
Tra1ulalion : I think that the Conference i!l 

in favour of referring Article 29 to the Drafting 
Committee, with the request that it will make a 
more exact draft, taking into consideration the 
remarks made by the delegate of Switzerland. 

Article 29 was approved 011 11 first readi11g 
a11d referred to tile Drafting Committee. 

Article 30. 

The text of Article 30 was read as follows : 
"The Contracting Parties shall commu

nicate to one another, through the Secretary
General of the League of Nations, their 
existing laws and regulations respecting 
the matters referred to in the present Co91-
vention, so far as this has not already heen 
done, as well as those promulgated in order 

. to give effect to the said Convention." 

The President : 
Translation : The discussion on Article 30 

is open. M. van Wettum, delegate of the Nether
lands, will address the Conference. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I do not know whether I am in order or not, 

but I only wish to ask a question. Article 20 
of the Hague Convention reads as follows : o 

"The Contracting Powers shall examine 
the possibility of enacting laws or regu
lations making it a penal offence to be in 
illegal possession of raw opium, prepared 
opium, morphine, cocaine, and their res
pective salts, unless laws or regulations 
on the subject are already in existence.". 

The only question I wish to ask is whether 
it would be preferable to insert a stipulation of 
that kind in the new Convention. 
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The Preeldent. : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Maloolm Delevlngne (British Empire} : 
I think M. van Wettum has put his finger 

on an omission in the te"t of the new Conven
tion. If he will refer to Article 7 of the new 
text he will see that we have re-enacted the 
pro;ision in the Hague Convention, which says 
that "the Contracting Parties shall take mea
sures to prohibit the delivery to any u~auth?
rised persons of the substances to wh1ch this 
chapter applies". But we have ~ot added a 
provision to deal with the possession of those 

r.;ubstances by unauthorised persons. 
' I think that under the legislation of most 

countries it is already an offence for an unau
thorised person to be in possession of those 

' substances, and, unless any delegation in ~he 
Conference sees an objection, . I . should .t~~nk 
we might strengthen the ex1stu~:g prov1s~on 
in Article 20 of the Hague Convention to wh1ch 
M. van Wcttum has alluded, and add to Article 7 
of our new text some words which would have 
the effect of prohibiting not only the delivery 
to unauthorised persons of the substances, 
but also the possession by unauthorised per
sons of those substances. If the Confer~>nce 
is of that opinion, the Drafting Committee 
can prepare a text. 

The President. 
Translation : Does M. van Wettum accept 

this addition ? 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
Translation : Certainly. 
Article 30 was adopted on a first reading and 

referred to the Draftitlg Committee. 

Article JI. 

The text of Article JI was read as follows: 
"The present Convention replaces, as 

between the Contracting Parties, the pro
visions of Chapters I, III and V of the 
Convention signed at The Hague on 
January 23rd, 1912, which provisions remain 

r in force as between the Contracting Parties 
and any States Parties to the said 
Convention which are not Parties to the 
present Convention." 

. Article 31 was adopted on a first reading, 
without discussion, and referred to the Drafting 
Committee. 

Article 32. 

The text of Article 32 was read as follows : 
"Any dispute which may arise as to the 

interpretation or application of the present 
Convention which is not settled directly 
between the Parties themselves shhll be 
brought before the Permanent Court of 
International Justice, unless, under a spe
cial agreement or a general arbitration 
provision, steps are taken for the settle
ment of the dispute by arbitration or some 
other means. · 

"Proceedings are opened in the manner 
laid down in Article 40 of the Statute of 
the Permanent Court of International 
Justice. 

"In order to settle such disputes, how
ever in a friendly way as far as possible, 
the 'Contracting Parties. may, before re
sorting to any judici~ ~roceedings, sub~t 
such disputes for an opunon to such techrucal 
body as the Co~ncil of . the League of 
Nations may appomt for th1s _PUrpose. . 

"The decision of the Parties to the dis
pute to submit it, for the P?-~ose of 
securing a settlement by conc1hahon, to 
the technical body appointed by the 
Council or to resort to arbitration, shall 
be con{municated to all the Contracting 
Parties and the latter shall be entitled 
to inte;vene in the proceedings. . 

"The Parties undertake to subm1t to 
the Permanent Court of International 
Justice any point of. internatio~al law or 
question as to the mterpretahon of the 
present Convention which ~ay arise d~ring 
the conciliation or arbitration proceedmgs, 
and the determination of which by the 
Court, the arbitral tribunal or tribunal 
body, on the application of one of the 'far. 
ties, may hold to be necessary for the 
settlement of the dispute." - · 

The President : 
Translation • Mr. Malkin, Legal Adviser 

to the British Delegation, will address the Con
terence. 

Mr. Malkin (Legal Adviser to the British 
delegation) : 

If the Conference will allow me, I will 
explain why I rise to speak on this article. 
It was arranged by the Drafting Committee that, 
as it had no Rapporteur, any question of a 
particularly .juridical character . which arose 
should be dealt with by me acting on behalf 
of the Committee. As this article contains a 
certain number of provisions whiCh are to some 
extent new, I think it is right that I should 
give the Conference a very brief explanation 
of the reasons which led the Drafting Com
mittee to suggest those provisions to the. Con
ference. 

Of course, it is necessary in this Convention 
to have some provision for dealing with any 
question as to the interpretation of the Conv~n
tion which may arise between the Contractmg 
Parties. A similar provision is inserted in all 
Conventions of this nature. The· article which 
is proposed to the Conference is based on the 

-corresponding article in the Barcelona Statute 
on the Freedom of Communications and Tran-
sit. The first two paragraphs of the article 
are taken textually from that Convention, 
but the last three paragraphs are somewhat 
different, and I think that perhaps a very short 
explanation of those three paragraphs might 
be of assistance. 

The third paragraph resembles a provision 
in the Barcelona article, but is not identical 
with it. Under the Barcelona article, there 
was an absolute obligation on all the Contract
ing Parties, before submitting such disputes 
as to the interpretation of the Convention 
either to the Permanent Court or to some arbi
tral tribunal, to send such disputes for an 
opinion to a technical body appointed by the 
League of Nations. 

Since the Barcelona Convention was adopted, 
other Conferences, dealing with technical matters, 
have been held under the auspices of the League. 
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1n some of those Conferences the opinion was 
expressed 'that, while it was, no doubt, 
extremely desirable that it should be possible 
for the Parties to any dispute which might arise 
under such Convention to have the opportunity 
of submitting such disputes for the opinion 
of the body mentioned it was not desirable 
that there should be an absolute obligation to 
do so in every case. 

That view prevailed in certain Conferences, 
and the Drafting Committee felt that the 
same view would probably be taken by the 
members of the present Conference. This 
third paragraph, therefore, has been worded in 
such a way as to give the Parties to any such 
dispute the opportunity of submitting the 
question to the technical body appointed by 
the League, if they so desire, but that there 
should be no absolute obligation 1>n them to 
do so if, in the particular circumstances of the 
case, they should not think such a course desir
able. The Drafting Committee thought that this 
was the best solution of that particular problem. 
·· Tbe last two paragraphs of the article are 

quite b~nd the reason suggested for their 
insertion is this. It is obvious that any dis
pute arising between any two of the Contract• 
ing Parties. ~s t.o th~ interpret_ati~n of. a par
ticular provtston m this Convention 1s of mterest 
to all the other Parties -to the Convention, 
because the interpretation which is given to 
any article of the Cc;~nvention aff~cts not only 
the Parties to the dispute regarding that par
ticular article, but the other Parties, who may 
in the future find themselves involved in 
another dispute as to the interpretation of the 
same article, 

Now, if a dispute of that nature is referred 
. under this article to the Permanent Court of 
International Justice, a provision will apply 
which appears in the Statute of the Permanent 
Court. It is Article 63, which is in the follow
ing terms : 

"Whenever the construction of a Con
vention to which States other than those 
concerned in the case are Parties is in 
question, the Registrar· shall notify all 
such States forthwith. Every State so 
notified has the right to intervene in the 
proceedings ; but if it uses ~his right, t~e 
construction given by the JUdgment will 
be equally binding upon it." 

The Conference will therefore se~ that, ~f 
a dispute arises as to th~ inter~retatlo~ of this 
Convention, and that dtspu~e 1s subnu.tted _to 
the Permanent Court, there 1s already m exts
tence a provision which. would all?w any oth~r 
Contracting Party whtch . w~s. · m~erested . m 
the interpretation of the provtston m queshon 

· to appear before the P~r!Danent Court and state 
its views. That· provtston does_ not, h_owever, 
apply in the case where the dtspute ~s d~alt 
with not by the Court but either by ~bttrahon 
or possibly by a reference to the tec~rucal b<;Kly. 
The Drafting Committee thought 1t was nght 
to give to the Contracting Parties_ th~ sa~e 
right to intervene and express ~he1~ vtews 1f 
the matter is dealt with by arbttrat10n _or by 
a technical body as they would have d the 
dispute went to the Permanent Court of Inter-
national Justice. . 

That provision, as I say, 1s new, but the 
Drafting Committee thinks it is a reasonable one 

and commends it to the consid,,ration of the 
Conference. 

The Preeldent : 
Translalion : Docs anyone else wish to 

speak on this article ? 
.l\1. Dinichert, delegate of Switzerland, will 

a<!dress the Conference. 

M. Dlnlcherl (Switzerland) : 
Translation: 1 think that the whole Con-· 

fererice is aware of the importance of provi
sions of this nature in all Conventions, and the 
fact that few members of the Conference appear 
to wish to speak on the matter entirely con
firms me in my first opinion that those who 
prepared this. text .have deserved well of. tl~e, .. 
Conference, smce 1t seems that the pnnct· 
ples set forth in it are unanimously approved. 
Accordingly, my remarkll will not .apply t? the , 
principle or framework of the art1cle, whtch I 
approve, but to a number of questions wl~ich 
might almost be called questions of draftmg. 
All the same, 1 think 1 ought to mention them 
in order that the Drafting Committee may 
be supplied with all the necessary material 
for their final draft. 
. First of all, I would point out that the third 
paragraph says that the Contracting Parties 
may have recourse to a technical body for its 
opinion. But the following paragraph makes 
mention of the decision of the Parties to the 
dispute to submit it, for the purpose of securing 
a settlement by conciliation, to the technical 
body appointed by the Council. That is not 
quite the same thing. 

You may say that this is r';\t~er a subtle dis
tinction, but to ask for an optmon from a tech· 
nical body and to embark upon a procedure of 
conciliation are not at all the same thing. 
The essential difference between the two proce· 
dures is this. We can simply undertake to 
submit the question at issue for an advisory 
opinion, especially as we are left free to 
decide in each particular case ; but when it 
is a question of conciliation, I desire that we 
should remain true to the principle that in 
every procedure of conciliation the Parties 
have the right to be represented. 

If the intention was to institute a real pro
cedure for conciliation, it would be necess3ry 
to lay down that Parties not represented on 
the technical body should have the right to be 
so represented during the conciliation proce
dure. I think, however, that the idea of the 
originators and drafters of this proposal was 
to make arrangements for an advisory opinion ; 
this being so, it is necessary that the wording 
of paragraph 4 should be harmonised with that 
of paragraph 5. which speaks of conciliation. 

If I make judicial or arbitral proceedings 
dependent upon a previous and optional proce· 
dure, whether in the nature of conciliation or of 
an advisory opinion, the Conference will perhaps... 
agree with me as to the need of fixing roughly the 
question of time-limits. I would therefore 
like to add to the third paragraph, with refe
rence to the advisory opinion, a text something 
like this : · 

"The opinion shall be given within six 
months from the day on which the dispute 
has been submitted to the body in question, 
unless the period is prolonged by mutual 
agreement between the parties to the 
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dispute. The body itself shall. fix the 
pt•riod within which. th~ Parties must 
decide whether they w1ll accept the . . ,, 
opnuon. 

If the preliminary procedure is adopted, 
the time-limit within which this opinion will 
be given must be known, and if thi.s opiniol\ is 
given - an opinion which the Parties have the 
right to accept or not accept - the b~dy must 
fix the period within which the Part1es mu~t 

· give a decision, in order that there may be, m 
advance some kind of agreement between them 
with regard to the moment when it ca11; be 
said that the preliminary procedure has fa1led, 
and that the procedure binding upon both 
Parties at the request of one or the o~her, 

r.11amely, the arbitral or judicial proceedmgs, 
• ought to be instituted. . . . . 

those are the two add1ttons wh1ch I thmk 
, it expedient to make. . . . . 
· I have one other deta1l to subm1t w1th regard 

to paragraph 4· 'fhis paragraph says : 
"The decision of the Parties to the dis

pute to submit it, for the purpose of secur
mg a settlement by conciliation, to t~e 
technical body appointed by the Counc1l, 
or to resort to .arbitration, shall be com
municated to all the Contracting Parties ... " 

I should like it to be stated by whofll; this 
communication should be made, whether Simul
taneously by the two Parties in di~pute, or by 
the technical body or by the Counc1l. 

Unless we are clear upon this point, we run 
the risk of this communication being made from 
several quarters. In that case no great harm 
will be done, but we also risk its being made by 
nobody, and in that case the harm will be m9re 
serious. . 

Those are the few remarks which seemed to 
me to be called for in order that it may not 
be necessary to make them when the Dr~fting 
Committee has taken the trouble to subm1t the 
text in question to a first revision ; the sub
stance of the article, I repeat, entirely satisfies 
me. 

The President : 

Translation : M. de Palacios, delegate of 
Spain, will address the Conference. 

M. de· Palacios (Spain) : 
Transla'tioll : Article 32 deals with a ques

tion which has naturally arisen during the diffe
rent Conferences held under the auspices of the 
League of Nations. The question was settled 
satisfactorily enough by the Barcelona Statute 
on Freedom of Transit. · 

In the course of later Conferences, however, 
this solution has been modified and improved, 
and I think it would be better to adopt the plan 
approved by the Conference on Customs Forma
lities. The draft Convention that we are now 
discussing contains several articles borrowed 
'from that Convention. We might employ 
the same method with regard to the settlement 
of disputes between States, for the procedure 
adopted by the Conference on Customs Forma
ities seems ,to me the most perfect and most 
logical from a technical point of view. The 
following is the text of Article 22 adopted by 
the Conference on Customs Formalities. 

"Should a dispute arise between two or 
more Contracting States as to the interpre
tation or application of the provisions of 

the present Convention, an~ shoul~ such 
dispute not be settled e1ther d1rectly 
between the Parties or by the employment 
of any other means of ~caching agreement, 
the Parties to the d1spute may, before 
resorting to any arbi~ral or j~dicial ~ro
cedure, submit the d1spute, wtth a v1ew 
to an amicable settlement, to such tech
nical body as the Council of the. League 
of Nations may appoint for this purpose. 
This body will give a!l advisory o~inion 
after hearing the parties and effectmg a 
meeting between them if necessary. 

"The advisory opinion given by the 
said body will not be bindi?g. upon the . 
Parties to the dispute unless 1t 1s acce.rted . 
by all of them, and they are free e1ther 
after resort to such procedure or in lieu 
thereof to have recourse to any at:bitral 
or judicial procedure which they may 
select including reference to the Permanent 
Court' of International Justice, as regards 
any matters which are within the compe
tence of that Court under its Statute. . · · / 

"If a dispute of the nature ref-..iued to 
in the first paragraph of this article should 
arise with regard to the interpretation or 
application of paragraphs 2 or 3 of Article 
4, or Article 7, of the present Convention, 
the Parties shall, at the request of any 
of them, refer the matter to the decision 
of the Permanent Court of International 
Justice, whether or not there has previously 
been recourse to the procedure prescribed 

. in the first paragraph of this article. . 
"The adoption of the procedure before 

the body referred to above or the opinion 
given by it will in no case involve the 
suspension of the measures complained ·~f ; 
the same will apply in the event of pro
ceedings being taken before the Permanent 
Court of International Justice, unless the 
Court decides otherwise under Article 4I 
of the Statute." 

Thus we see that Article 22 of the Customs 
Convention systematically sets forth the diffe
rent methods of settling disputes. First, there 
are direct negotiations or an amicable settle
ment, and, if these methods fail, the parties 
may have recourse, before resorting to any 
compulsory. arbitral or judicial procedure, to 
such technical body as the Council of the League 
of Nations may appoint for this purpose, and 
this body will give an advisory opinion .. It 
is only when these different methods of findmg 
a solution shall have failed that the dispute is 
brought before the Permanent Court of Inter-
national Justice. . . . . 

The procedure laid down m Article 22 1s 
excellent. In my opinion we ought to adopt 
it, of course with a few slight alterations. The 
text in front of us speaks, in the first paragraph, 
of recourse to the Permanent Court of Inter
national Justice in the event of no direct agree
ment between the States, unless, under a special 
agreement or a general arbitration provision, 
steps are taken for the settlement of the dispute 
by arbitration or by some other means. ·For· 
the sake of clearness, I think it would be more 
logical not to mention the intervention of the 
Permanent Court of Justice until the end of 
the article, that is to say, after the other methods 
of procedure have been exhausted. 

The first paragraph mentions the Permanent 
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Court of Justice, and the third paragraph says: 

· "In o_rder to settle such disputes, however, 
in a fne_ndly way as far as possible, the 
Contract~ng_ ~art1es may, before resorting 
to any ]Ud1c1al proceedings, submit such 
disputes for an opinion to such technical 
body as the Council of the League of 
Nations may appoint for this purpose." 

If this. advisory opinion is to prec;de the 
intervention of the Pe~manent Court o1 Justice, 
why not make mentton of it first ? I quite 
understand that the Drafting Committee has 
been mainly concerned with submitting to 
us a complete text of· the Convention; but I 
think that the Conference might agree to the 
alterat_ion that I have ve~tured to propose. 

The President : 

Translation : I will ask Mr. Malkin to be 
so. good as to reply to the suggestions which 
have just been put forward. 

-.---.. M~ Malkin (Legal Adviser to the British 
de leg~ 

Perhaps I might ·just reply briefly to the 
two speeches dealing with this. If I may respect· 
fully say so, I think that all the suggestions 
that were made by M. Dinichert are. extremely 
valuable. I am sure that the Drafting 
Committee will consider the best way in which 
effect may be given to them. 

With regard to the suggestion of 1\1. de Pala
cios, ·may I say that I am very glad to see that 
M. Palacios has not forgotten the work of the 
Protocol Committee of the Customs Conference, 
on which I had the honour to collaborate with 
him rather more than a year ago. 

Perhaps I might just explain why this article 
does not entirely follow the form which was 
adopted, at that Conference. M. de Palacios 
will remember that in the Customs Conference 
certain difficulties arose, which happily do not 
seem likely to arise here, as to the competence 
of the Permanent Court of International Jus
tice. There were very strong objections taken 
in that Conference to any proposal which seemed 
to involve the idea that the Permanent Court 
of International Justice ought to deal with 
disputes under that Convention. I never quite 
understood those objections ; but they were 
made. The article in the form adopted at that 
Conference was the result of those objections. 

In the absence of any such difficulty here, 
I should have thought that it was better to 
adopt normally the principle that, in the case 
of disputes as to the interpretation of a treaty, 
the Permanent Court of International Justice 
is the right body to which to go, subjec~ to !he 
rights of the Parties, if they have an arb1trat10n 
agreement or a special arrangement between 
them8elves, to go anywhere else. It was only 
for that reason that the Customs precedent was 
not followed. · 

I am sure that the 'Drafting Committee will 
consider the suggestions made by M. d~ Palacios 
and will see to what extenf we can gtve effect 
to them. The last paragraph of Article 22 of 
the Customs Conference Convention would not 
in any case be appropriate to our pre~nt. Con
vention and I do not 11nderstand why 1ts mser
tion is proposed. 

M. Bciurgois (France) : 

Translation : I suggest that M. Dinichert 

might be present at the meeting of fhe Drafting 
Committee when the new draft of his proposal 
is being discussed. 

The President : 
Translation : It will be a great pleasure 

for the members of the Drafting Committet• 
to have l\1. Dinichcrt with them, but I do not 
know whether he will share that pleasure, 
for we shall have to work this afternoon and 
perhaps to-morrow as well. Perhaps we can, 
after this meeting, agree upon an hour to suit 
111. Dinichert. 

M. de Palacioe {Spain) : 
Translation : The memories of the Customs 

Conference which have just been evoked by .. , 
the British delegate are pl•rfectly accurate. 
The difficulties which confronted that Confe
rence have not so far arisen nt the. Opium , 
Conference. I did not propose the insertion 
of the article of the Customs Convention as it 
stands, but I su~:gcsted that it should be 
somewhat modified in order to reinforce the 
obligatory nature of recourse to the Permanent 
Court of International Justice and in order that 
the different procedures to which the partie!! 
to the dispute may resort should be presented 
in logical order - first, a friendly settlement, 
then the advisory opinion of the technical 
body, arbitration, and, lastly, the Prrmanent 
Court of International Justice. 

The President 1 
Translation : I think that we may refer 

this article to the Drafting Committee, which 
will take account of M. Dinichert's obsen·ations 
and 1\1. de Palacios' proposals. 

Article 32 was approved on a first reading 
and referred to the Drafting Committee. 

· Article 33· 

The text of Article 33 was read as follows : 
"The present Convention, of which the 

French and English texts are both authen
tic, shall bear to-day's date ; and shall 
be open for si;:nature until the thirtieth 
day of September, one thousand nint· 
hundred and twenty-live, by any Stalt
represcnted at the Conference at whL1l1 
the. present Con\'ention wa!l drawn up, 
by any l\lember of the LeaguP of Nations, 
and by any State to which the Council of 
the League of Nations shall have communi
cated a copy of the Convention for this 
purpose." 

Article 33 was adopted on a first reading 
without discussion and referred to the Drafting 
Committee. · 

Article 34· 

. The text of Article 34 was read as follows : 
"The present Convention is subject to 

ratification. The instruments of rati fi
cation shall be deposited with the Secre
tary-General of the League of Nations, who 
shall notify their receipt to the Members 
of the League which are signatories of 
the Convention and to the other signatory 
States." 

Article 34 was adopted on a first reading 
without discussion and referred to the Drafting 
Committee. 
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Article 35· 

The text of Article 35 was read as foJlows 
"After the thirtieth day of September, 

one thousand nine hundred and twenty
five, the present Convention maybe accorded 
to by any State represented at the Con
ference referred to in Arti<;le 33 which has 
not signed the Convention, by any Member 
of the League of Nations, or by any State 
to which the Council of the League of 
Nations shaJI have communicated a copy 
of the Convention for this purpose. 

"Accession shaJI be effected by an instru
ment communicated to the Secretary
General of the League of Nations to be 
deposited in the archives of the Secreta
riat. The Secretary-General shaJI at once 
notify such deposit to ail the Members 
of the League of Nations signatories of the 
Convention and to the other signatory 
States." 

Article 35 was adopted on a first reading 
without discussion and referred to the Drafting 
Committee. 

Article 36. 

The text of Article 36 was read as foJlows 
"The present Convention shaJI not come 

into force until it has been ratified by ten 
Powers, including seven of the States 
mentioned in Article 19, of whom at least 
two must be permanent Members of the 
Council of the League. The date of its 
coming into force shall be the ninetieth 
day after the receipt by the Secretary
General of the League of Nations of the 
last of the necessary ratifications. There
after the present Convention will take 
effect in the case of each Party ninety 
days after the receipt of its ratification or 
of the notification of its accession . 

. "In compliance with the provisions of 
Article ~8 of the Covenant of the League 
of . Nations, the Secretary-General will 
register the present Convention upon the 
day of its coming into force." · 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
As Article 36 is very closely connected with 

A.rticle. 19, whi~h has been reserved for further 
dtscuss!On, I thmk perhaps it would be advisable 
to postpone consideration of this article. 

The President : 
Translation : I was going to make the same 

proposal myself. If the Conference agrees 
Article 36 will be reserved together with Articl~ 
19 and Chapter VI.. (Assent.) 

Article 37· . 
The text of Article 37 was read as follows : 

"A special record shall be kept by the 
Secre.tary-G~neral of the League of Nations 
sho_wmg which of the Parties have signed, 
ratified, acceded to or denounced the pre
sent Convention. This record shall be 
open to the Contracting Parties and the 
Members of the League at all times · it 
shall be publi~hed as oft~n as possibl~. in 
accor~ance With the directions of the 
Council." 

.Article 37 was adopted on a first reading 
withou~ discussion alld referred to the Draftin!! 
Comm1ttee. " 

Article 38. 

The text of Article 38 was read as follows : ' 
"The present Convention may be de

nounced by an instrument in writing 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the 
League of Nations. The denunciation shall · 
become effective one year after the date 
of the receipt of the instrument of denunci
ation by the Secretary-General, and shall 
operate only in respect of the Contract
ing Party which makes it. 

"The Secretary-General of the League 
of Nations shall notify the receipt of any 
such denunciations to all Members of the 
League of Nations "signatories of or adhe
rents to the Convention and to the other 
signatory or adherent States." 

Article 38 was adopted on a first reading 
without discussion and referred to the Drafting 
Committee. 

Article 39· 

The text of Article 39 was read as follows ~ 
"Any State signing or acceding'to' the 

present Convention may declare, at the 
moment either of its signature, ratification 
or accession, that its acceptance of the 
present Convention does not include any 
or all of its colonies, overseas possessions, 
protectorates, or overseas territories under 
its sovereignty or· authority, or in respect 
of which it has accepted a mandate on 
behalf of the League of Nations, and may 
subsequently accede,. in conformity with 
the provisions of Article 35, on behalf of 
any such colony, overseas possession, pro
tectorate or territory excluded by such 
declaration. 

"Denunciation may also be made sepa
rately in respect of any such colony, over
seas possession, protectorate or territory, 
and the provisions of Article 38 shall apply 
to any such denunciation. 

"In faith whereof the above-named 
Plenipotentiaries have signed the present 
Convention. . 

"Done at Geneva, the · day of 
February, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-five, in a single copy, which will 
remain deposited in the archives of the 
Secretariat of the League of Nations; 
certified copies will be transmitted to all 
the States represented at the Conference .... 

The President : 

Translation : This is the final article of 
the Convention, with the usual colonial clause. 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
. Translat!on: A Protocol drafted by the Draft
mg Committee will be added to this article. 
With t~e a~dition of the Protocol, the Japanese 
delegation 1s prepared to. accept this article. 

Article 39 was a~opted on a first reading and 
referred to the Draftmg Committee. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : The provisions of Chapter VI 

do not include Article r~ of the Statute on the 
Freedom of Transit, wh1ch reads as follows : 

"It is understood that this' Statute 
must not ~e interpreted as regulating in 
any way nghts and obligations inter se 
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of territories forming part or placed under 
the protection of the same sovereign State, 
whether or not these territories are indi
vidually Members of the League of Nations." 

That omission is not an oversight. It is 
intentional, but I should like to make this 
statement in order to obtain the formal confir
mation of the Conference. 

· The Presiden\ : 

Translation : Note will be taken of this 
statement. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 

Translation: Everybody considers the Coven
ant to be superior to any other Convention, but, 
juridically, that question is open to argument. 
The Covenant is a Convention ; we are about 
to sign another Convention of later date. It 
would be well to include an article stating that 
the present provisions in no way affect the 
Covenant of the League of Nations. 

-............_ . 
Tile J'residen\ : 

·-~ 
Translation : Mr. Malkin, Legal Adviser to 

the British delegation, will address the Con
ference. 

Mr. Malkin (Legal Adviser to the British 
delegation) : 

I merely rise to confirm the statement made 
by my friend M. Sugimura, that the omission 
of the article which figures in the Barcelona 
Convention is intentional. 1\1. Sugimura knows 
as well as I do the reasons why that article is 
necessary in certain conventions. · 

The reason why it is not inserted here is that 
certain provisions in this Convention - such 
as those dealing with export authorisation, 
import certificates and so on - are (at any 
rate, in the view of my Government, and, no 
doubt, in the view of the other Governments 
of the British Empire) to be applied to export 
between Great Britain and Canada, for example. 
If the article to which M. Sugimura referred 
were inserted, it would have precisely the 
opposite effect. · 

With regard to the remarks made by M. de 
Palacios, the idea that, in a Convention dealing 
with dangerous drugs, we could modify the 
Covenant of the League strikes me as a little 
surprising. I venture to think no such state
ment as he has suggested is really necessary. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 

Translation : The Japanese delegation tl;lanks 
Mr. Malkin for his clear and straightforward 
statement. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 

Translation : I reserve the right to return 
to this question in connection with Article 
26a. 

The Presiden\ : 

Translation : Except for Chapter YI, which 
has been set aside for discussion on Monday 
morning, we have now concluded the first read
ing of the draft Convention. 

The Drafting Committee will meet in order 
to establish a text which will satisfy the views 
~f the Conference. 

101. RELATION BETWEEN THE·TRAFFIC 
IN OPIUM AND TRAFFIC IN ARMS 
AND MUNITIONS : DRAFT RESOLU
TION SUBMITTED BY THE FINNISH 
DELEGATION : CONTINUATION OF 
THE DISCUSSION. 

The Preslden\ : 

Tra11slatio11 : Tht> Conference has before 
it a revised text of the original draft reso
lution submitted by the dcll•gate of Finland 
and considered at the twenty-eighth meeting 
of the Conference. 1 understand that the 
earlier text is withdrawn. 

The revised text of this draft resolution rcads'
as follows: 

"Whereas the Second Opium Conference' • 
believes that the recrudescence of the growth 
of the poppy is one of the most serious 
elements of the world's drug problem ; ~ 

"Whereas that recrudescence is largely 
due to certain unfortunate political con
ditions now prevailing ; 

"Whereas these unfortunate political 
conditions are in their turn partly due to 
the unlicensed traf fie in arms ; 

"Whereas the League of Nations. has 
convened an International Conference on 
the Traffic in Arms and Munitions, to be 
held in Geneva on !\lay 4th next : 

"Be it resolved : 
"That the Second Opium Conference 

suggests to the Council of the League the 
advisability of drawing the particular atten
tion of tbe forthcoming Conference on the 
Traffic in Arms and Munitions to the impor
tance of the question of the unlicensed 
importation of arms in relation to the drug 
problem." 

The second proposal is from the Australian 
delegate. As it is very closely connected with 
the Finnish proposal, I think it as well that 
they should be discussed together. 

It reads as follows : 
"The Conference takes note of the reso

lution submitted by the delegate of Finland 
but considers that it raises a question 
outside the functions of this Conference. 

"The Conference therefore feels unable 
to express a definite opinion on the me<'its 
of the question but thinks it of sufficient 
importance to draw the attention of the 
Council of the League of Nations to the 
suggestions contained therein." 

I \\ill ask the author of the first proposal, 
M. Toivola, to speak. 

M. Toivola (Finland): 

I must first of all say two words in order to 
correct some misunderstanding which seems 
to prevail on the part of some members of the 
Conference. It has been said that there might> 
be some other delegation behind my proposi
tion. I must in the strongest terms state that 
the Finnish delegation, in my person, is the 
only author of that proposition. · 

When this proposition was put before the 
Conference for the first time last Tuesday, my 
honourable colleague the delegate· of Japan 
asked me to reconsider it. I have responded 
to that friendly appeal and have re-drafted it 
so as to avoid most, if not all, of the objections 
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raised by my Japanese colleague. If you look 
at the revised text, you will find that -the most 
important part of it is the last paragraph, which 
reads : 

•· Be it resolved : 
"That the Second Opium Conference 

suggests to the Council of the League the 
advisability of drawing the particular atten
tion of the forthcoming Conference on th~: 
Traffic in Arms and Munitions to the 
importance of the question of the unlicensed 
importation of arms in relation to the drug 
problem." 

The only question which, to my mind, is 
raised is this : Is there any relation between 
,the unlicensed importation of arms and the 
drug problem ? 1 will not go into any details, 
but I have to show what were the reasons 
which brought me to put these two ·questions 

' together and to find a relation between them. 
Thu Conference has heard many times that the 
political conditions in a certain country and 
the cultivation of the poppy are in some way 
related. There has been much evidence of the 
fact that certain military Governors compel 
the people to grow the poppy in order that they 
may pay for the arms which are necessary for 
the continuation of warlike movements. 

Where are those arms coming from ? If 
they are imported into China in a legal way, 
then no relation between the unlicensed impor
tation of arms and the drug problem exists. 
If, on' the contrary, -these arms are smuggled 
in one way or the other from one country to 
another, . then certainly the relation exists 
there, and the unlicensed traffic in arms helps 
the elements w!,ich wish to continue to fight. 

I do not know whether I am logical or not, 
but, in my opinion, the total suppression of 
this illegal arms traffic would have a certain 
effect on the military operations in that country. 
The total suppression of that unlicensed traffic 
would perhaps have the effect that the people 
who have so far been buying those arms would 
see no possibility of using the money which they 
now get from the poppy for that purpose. If 
they do not need the money for that purpose, 
I have a slight hope that they would not compel 

. the peasants to grow the poppy to the same 
e~ent. I do not know whether my colleagues 
agree, but, in my opinion, it would be a very 
fortunate thing if something could be done for 
the suppression of that illegal act. 

Of course, I admit that the question is not 
in the competence of this Conference. We are 
powerless in this case. \Ve cannot take any 
direct st~ps in order to reach the end which 
might make it easier to suppress the growth of 
the poppy. But as another Conference is 
meeting shortly which generally is competent 
to deal with the suppression of the illegal 
traffic in arms, I really cannot see that any 

.harm would be done if this Conference drew the 
attention of the Council of the League of Nations 
and the attention of that Conference to the im
portance of the question of the prevention of 
the unlicensed importation of arms in relation 
to the drug problem. 

I wa_s _perhaps to? inno~ent when I drafted my 
propos1tton. My mtenhon was in no way to 
open a big discussion on this question. I 
th_ought, very innocently, that my proposition 
m1ght be a<:cepted without any controversy 
at all by th1s Conference. My sincerest hope 

now is that no big discussion will be opened, 
but that we should dispose of this question 
very quickly. I should hope that the pro
posal made by the Aust~alian deleg<~;tion w~uld 
serve as a basis for the d1sposal of th1s question. 

The President : 

Translation : In my capacity as President, 
.I must try and clear up this question. The 
delegate for Finland asks that we ·should take 
the proposal of the Australian delegate as a 
basis for discussion. The latter asks the Con
ference to take note of a resolution, although of 
the opinion that this resolution raises a question 
outside the competence of this Conference. 
That is a little difficult for me, but it will clearly 
suffice to draw the attention of the Council to 
the suggestions contained in the proposal. 

Furthermore, the proposal of the Finnish 
delegate has been presented to our Conference. 
Is the Finnish proposal accepted by the Con
ference or not ? 

If it is, there is no proposal to which we ca.JV" 
draw the attention of the Council, and 'this 
is the substance of the proposal by the Australian 
delegate, which itself says that that resolution 
raises a question outside the functions of this 
Conference. 

I would ask the author of the second proposal 
to be so good as to give us guidance and explain 
to us these rather obscure points. 

Mr. Shepherd (Australia) : 
., 

Mr. President, I should like to explain, in the 
first instance, that the whole object in moving 
my motion was to avoid a discussion on a 
subject which might be considered rather dan
gerous for this Conference to deal with. I 
think that would be fairly generally admitted. 
The Finnish delegate has explained to us that 
he has more or less achieved his object by having 
drawn attention to this particular subject. I 
am sure that we are very much indebted to the 
honourable delegate for Finland for the efforts 
he has hitherto made to bring this Conference 
to a successful conclusion. I think also we 
are indebted to him for having drawn attention 
to this particular subject. 

He has more or less admitted himself that 
the subject-matter of his resolution docs not 
particularly concern this Conference, but it 
does particularly concern another Conference 

_which will take place very shortly. In these 
circumstances, I thought that it was inadvisable 
to embark on . a general ·discussion of this · 
subject, which I think would probably lead 
to several days' extension of the time which 
has already been much prolonged. I ha,·e 
already mentioned that it raises a somewhat 
dangerous subject.. We have managed so far 
in this Conference to get along without men
tioning the subject-matter of the resolution 
and I was hopeful that we should be able to 
finish our discussions without introducing it. 
That was my sole object in bringing forward 
the motion which stands in my name. 

I und~rstand that there is some slight objec
tion to the second paragraph of the resolution. 
I would have no objection to suppressing the 
last part of that paragraph if, by so doing, 
we should avoid a long discussion, of which I 
am very much afraid. 

The second paragraph would then read : 
"The Conference therefore feels unable to 
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express a definite opinion on the merits of the 
question." 

I do not see how the Conference can help 
taking note of this resolution. because it has 
already taken note £If it by the mere acceptance 
of the resolution. Therefore, we must take 
some action on it, and the action I propose 
would be that we merely take note of the reso
lution and. considt>r· it outside our functions. 
I do not want to use the word "competence". 
We cannot take a definite decision on it to be 
embodied in the Com·ention, and we can do no 
more than take note of it and regret that we 
can go no further. If it would meet the general 
wishes of the Conference, I would have no objec
tion to amending my motion in the manner I 
have .already indicated, but I only do so with 
the object of avoiding a long discussion .. 

The President : 
Translation : I do not quite agree with the 

·author of the second proposal, for the submis
sion of a proposal to the Conference is not the 
same thing as the taking note by the Confe-

.. _renee of such proposal. This. formal act is more 
or-leDS equivalent to appro,;ng the contents 
of a proposal without wishing to enter into 
details. If a proposal is not accepted, note 
is not taken of it. In this particular case, the 
procedure is extremely difficult. No one has 
asked to speak, !J.nd so, if I put the Finnish 
proposal to the \·ote and it is accepted, the 
Australian proposal would ipso facto lapse ; 
if the Finnish proposal is rejected, the text of 
the Australian proposal would have to be 
changed. 

Does anyone else wish to speak on the Finnish 
proposal ? 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : I strongly urge the distin

guisbe.d delegate for Finland to withdraw his 
proposal, which has fallen almost like a bomb
shell upon the work of the Conference. His 

suggestion has a Yery wide political significance, · 
to which M. Toivola bas doubtless not given 
quite the necessary attention .. 

Despite my great regard for the honourable 
delegate for Finland, I think it is particularly 
undesirable that the Conference should con
cern itself ";th an extremely delicate political 
problem just when our work is on the point 
of reaching a successful conclusion after pro
tracted and laborious deliberations. 

If once the debate was embarked upon, I 
could not draw back, but should be forced to 
go on to the end and define the problem in 
clear terms, and discussion would then inevi
tably extend to questions quite outside the 
scope of our Conference. Therefore I venture 
to repeat the request to my friend, M. Toivola, 
to reconsider the expediency of his proposal. , 

M. von Eckhardt (Germimy) : 
Tra11slation : I associate myself with the, 

request of the honourable delegate for Japan. 
I beg the Finnish delegate to make. this sacri
fice and withdra~ his proposal. I think that 
the whole Conference, without exception, will 
be very grateful to him. 

M. Toivola (Finland) : 
I am entirely in the hands of the Conference. 

I am not, of course, seeking any private l'nds. 
Considerations of amour-propre are not the con
siderations influencing me. I would only draw 
the attention of the members to the fact that 
it is now lunch-time, and fortification of mind 
and body might help me in taking my final 
decision. 

The President : 
Translation : In these circumstance~. we 

cannot continue the discussion, if there i~ to 
be a discussion, of this proposal. 

The Conference rose at 1.10 p.m. 
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102. RELATION BETWEEN THE TRAFFIC 
IN OPIUM ANDTHETRAFFIC IN ARMS 
AND MUNITIONS: DRAFT RESOLU
TION Pf'IOPOSED BY THE FINNISH 
DELEGATION : CONTINUATION Of 
THE DISCUSSION. 

The Presidenl : 
Translation : We will continue our discus

sion of the Finnish proposal which was adjourned 
at the close of the last meeting. 

I call upon Sir Malcolm Delevingne, delegate 
of the British Empire, to speak. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I have no desire to prolong the debate on this 

resolution but, as silence on my part may be 
misinterpreted, I wish to say a few words. 

In the first place, I have to thank 1\1. Toivola for 
what he said the other day as to the authorship 
of this resolution. I hear it has been circulated 
in the Conference that the British delegation 
is the real author of this resolution. 1\1. Toivola 
has already denied that, and I wish to confirm 
what he has said. Why anybody has thought 

it worth while to circulate rumours of this 
kind I cannot imagine, but at any rate the 
rumour is without any foundation whatever. 
I think it only fair to the British delegation to 
make that denial in a perfectly clear and 
emphatic manner. 

Although the British delegation was quite 
unaware that this resolution was going tn be 
moved, it is right to say that the British Govern
ment has a good deal of sympathy with the 
object which M. Toivola has in view. If I 
understand the resolution rightly, there is no 
suggestion of any accusation of default on the 
part of any Power ; it is simply intended -
if I understand it rightly - to call attention to 
the fact that the drug situation in China is 
dependent to a very large extent on the unfor
tunate military situation in that country, and 
that from that point of view the question of the 
smuggling of arms is an important one. If 
I understand the resolution rightly, it is ngt 
intended to suggest that the smuggling of arins 
is the cause, or the principal cause, or even an 
important cause, of the military situation in 
China, but that the effect of the smuggling 
of arms on the drug situation in China is a 
consideration which it is desirable to bear 
in mind. 

I think we must all agree with the first part 
of that proposition, that the drug situation in 
China, the production of opium in China, is 
very largely, if not entirely, dependent on the 
unfortunate military situation. That is a point 
which bas been insisted on time after time 
both in this Conference and the First Confe- • 
renee. i believe there can be no question as to 
the facts. In the very eloquent speech made 
by M. Daladier the other day, he gave parti
culars of the manner in which the military 
authorities in certain provinces of China arP 
forcing the peasants to cultivate the poppy. 
I think there can be no question as to that part 
of the proposal. 

The other part of the proposal - the rela
tion between the military situation and the 
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smuggling of arms - is, of course, a much necessity for him to proceed with thi;; resolu
more obscure question, and one which is not tion. There is no necessity for a formal 
within the competence of this Conference ; the resolution on the subject at all. There is 
Conference cannot go into it, nor have we any not even any necessity, I think, for suggesting 
information here as to the extent to which that that we should send the record of this discus
smuggling prevails or the measure of assistance sion to the Council. The matter has been dis
which it gives to these military operations; cussed here ; the point has been raised and 

· I think, however, that it must be a matter of I think it most desirable that the motion should 
common knowledge- at any rate, it is certainly now be allowed to drop. · On a subject of this 
within the knowledge of the British Government kind, regarding which there_ may be strong · 
-· ·that, to a certain extent, at any rate - differences of opinion, I think it is most desi
I cannot say to what extent: it may be on a rable to avoid anything like· controversy, 
small scale or it may be on a more Important controversy which would entirely ruin the 
scale - the smuggling of arms does exist. purpose of the resolution. If M. Toivola will 
In the course of our investigations into the allow me to say so, I think his wisest course 
smuggling of drugs into the Far East, we have would be to withdraw the resolution without 

·• found on more than one occasion that the same further discussion, being quite _content with 
syndicates, the same gangs, of persons who the" fact that it has been raised, and to allow . 
are organising the smuggling of drugs are also the Conference to proceed with 'its next busi
engaged in the smuggling of arms. On more ness. 
than one occasion we have made seizures of If such a moti:on were in order, I would suggest 
arms which have been smuggled out to the Far that the Conference should simply pass to its 
East by private syndicates. next business, just taking note, as it will take 

I do not say that that is a fact which would note in the Verbatim Record of its proceedings, 
justify us in asserting that the smuggline- of that this matter has been raised. 
arms has any important bearing on the mili-
tary situation in China, but it does indicate The President : 
that smuggling of arms is going on, and it is TranslatiorJ : M. Toivola, delegate of Fin-
a matter which is worth examination and consi- land, will address the Conference. 
deration on the part of the authorities whose 
business it is to consider the general question M. Toivola {Finland) : 
of the private .traffic in arms and the. illicit Translation: I have to thank the British dele-
traffic in arms. Tq that extent, I think, there gate lor what he said regarding my motives. I 
is some ground for assuming that the illicit traffic never had the intention of accusing anybody. I 
in arms does to a certain extent {to what extent only brought before the Conference a question 
we cannot say) assist in keeping alive the unfor- which, in my opinion, was worthy of attention. I 
tunate military situation in China. am very glad that a great many of myi:olleagues 

I do not want to go further than that. I have some sympathy with my proposal. I 
think it is well to let the matter stand there. will only say that, in bringing up this proposal, 
It is no doubt perfectly true, as has been said, I acted in good faith, and I have conscientiously-· 
I think, by certain delegations - at any rate, carried out the instructions which I had from 
I know the view is entertained by certain my Government. 
delegations - that the Conference has not the Having said that, I think that the object 

. information before it on which to base any of my resolution has been obtained, as Sir 
definite opinion, and that it is impossible for Malcolm Delevingne has said, and I withdraw it. 
this Conference to go into the question. I - · · 
entirely agree with that view. We have neither The President : • 
the i!lformation to enable us to go into the Translation- : M. Sugimura, delegate of 
questiOn, nor have we the information which' Japan, will address the Conference. 
would justify us in expressing any opinion. 
, I do say, however, that enough and more 

than enough is known to justify us in saying 
that a prima-facie case is made out for the 
consideration and examination by those autho
rities whose business it is to ·deal with this 
q_uestion. . That implies -. and I wish to empha
Sise the pomt -no accusation whatever against 
~ny ~ower at all. It is certainly not for us 
m th1s Conference either to bring or even to 
hint at any such accusation, and I do not think 
that thi~ is the i~tention of the proposal. 

That IS all I Wish to say as to the merits of 
the resolution. As I have said, the object of 
the resolution is one with which the British 
Govern~ent. has very great sympathy. As 
Lord Cec1I sa.d the other day, the British Govern
ment, in common with other Governments, has . 
!a~~n _very stringent measures to prevent the 
llhc!t 1mportati~n of arms into China by its 
subJects. That 1s a measure which all civilised 
Go~ernments, I believe, support, and it is 
obvtously a matter the importance of which 
on the face o~ it, we cannot exaggerate. ' 
~ow, I' Wlsh to make a suggestion to 111. 

To1vola. I suggest to him that there is no 

M. Suglmura (Japan) : 
T~anslafion : The Japanese delegation ap

preciates the Finnish delegate's good-will and 
h~s judicious action in withdrawing his motion. 
Str Malcolm Delevingne stated that the British 
delegation was in sympathy with the aim of 
the proposal. He mentioned several facts and · 
his statements, added to those of the Fi~nish 
delegate, give the impression that the Confe
rence is inclined to doubt the sincerity of the 
Japanese delegation's motives in the motion 
i~ submitted last Saturday, although that mo
hon w_as designed simply to avert the dangers 
t~ wh1ch the Finnish declaration might give 
nse. I now feel it my duty to convince the 
<:onference of the Japanese delegation's since
nty ~nd to clear away any possible misunder
standmg. 

_A grea! O:eal of misapprehension appears 
shU to ex1st m Europe as to the real meaning 
of the _Chinese question, and accordingly I 
should hke to say a few words on the subject. 
As we_ ~~~ k~ow, China is a great nation whose 
old CIV1hsat10n has latterly gained. renewed 
strength from the scientific knowledge of the 
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. Western world. As. regards, in particular, the 
problem of arms and ammunition, China pos
sesses a number of arsenals, many of which are 
hardly less important than those of the leading 
European Powers. She also possesses immense 
resources of iron and coal. She must not be 

· classed with other States which are less advanced 
and which have been subjected, since the 
conclusion of the Treaty of St. Germain, to . 
special regulations concerning the traffic in 
arms and ammunition. To suggest placing 
China on the same footing as these countries 
would be an insult, and would, moreover, be 
particularly rash, because public opinion in 
China is following our present work with but 
little sympathy. 

It would be most unwise to introduce fresh 
complications, in view of the powerful fotces 
now let loose in China, and I must say that I 
think the Finnish delegate's good intentions 
would be misinterpreted and strongly disap
proved of in China. 

Nor would it be wise to speak of the unfor
tunate political state of the country, for suffer

. ing nations, like sick persons, are . loath to 
have their weakness proclaimed to the world 
at large. Convalescents are particularly sen
sitive and require to be understood and hu
moured. Despite her magnificent qualities, China 
has her share of human weakness, like every 
other nation, and, now that she has withdrawn 
from the Conference, we must not harp upon 
the question of the increased cultivation of 
the poppy in China. To do so would be a 
political error and an act of discourtesy to 
which a friend of China, such as Japan, could 
not be a party. , 

1\fy Finnish colleague knows, of course, that 
a Convention exists between the United States, 
Great Britain, France, Japan and the other 
great Powers, the object of which is not to 
control but to stop the importation of arms 
and ammunition into China. For years this 
Convention has been most scrupulously observed 
by all the contracting parties. The Chinese 
Maritime Customs Authorities, under foreign 
control, keep a close watch on smuggling. The 
diplomatic corps at Pekin and the consular 
authorities in all the big towns exchange infor
mation and keep in constant touch with one 
another. Behind them are the responsible 
Governments of the great Powers, whose loyalty 
and fidelity, in respect of the engagements 
which they have undertaken, we have no right 
to suspect. 

This Convention has been strictly and loyally 
observed by all the Governments concerned, 
more especially during the civil war which 
has happily just come to an end, and we may 
congratulate ourselves on a . policy of non
intervention which has put a stop to the traffic 
in arms and ammunition intended for China. 
The Finnish proposal casts doubt on the good 
faith. of the Powers concerned and thereby 
touches their honour. ·When the parties to the 
Convention for the suppression of the export 
of arms to China categorically declare that they 
have fulfilled their obligations, our Conference 
can hardly presume to pass a resolution which 
would be equivalent to a vote of want of con
fidence. 

Peace and stability in the Far East depend 
upon mutual confidence between the great 
Powers concerned. · Yet a Conference which 
has met Jinder the pacific auspices of the League 

seems now about to disturb this confidence and 
to shake the very foundations of mutual under- . 
standing by making serious charges which are 
at the same time extremely vague. I beg to 
state that, in my opinion, such a course is 
entirely incompatible both with our object 
and with the spirit by which we should be 
governed. · 

The Japanese delegation regrets, therefore, 
that it is unable to concur in the opinions 
hitherto advanced in favour of the Finnish 
proposal or in the sympathetic views expressed 
by certain delegations. 

The Preeldent : · 
Translation : M. Toivola, delegate of Fin

land, will address the Conference. 

' M. Toivola (Finland) : 
Translatio11 : I beg to thank the Japanese 

delegate for his kind remarks. There has been ' 
a misunderstanding which I should like to clear 
up at once. I had no intention, in submitting 
my proposal, of placing China on the same 
footing as certain other countries as regards 
the traffic in arms and the question of control. 
I simply wished to state, and did state in my 
first speech, when I submitted our proposal. 
that I had endeavoured to find a way of 
helping China. · Speaking of convalescents, I 
simply meant that if the condition of a sick 
person involves danger to those surrounding 
him, certain measures must be taken. Similarly, 
in international affairs, if the sickness of one 
nation is a menace to others, certain measures 
can be taken without necessarily impugning 
the honour of other Powers. 

M. Buglmura (Japan) : 
Translation : On behalf of our absent Chi

nese colleague, I beg to thank the Finnish dele
gate. 

The President 1 

Translation : The Finnish proposal is with
dr<twn and the discussion is closed. 

We now have to deal with the Australian 
delegate's proposal on the same subject. Mr. 
Shepherd, who is ill, has written to inform me 
that he is prepared to withdraw his proposal if 
the Conference passes a resolution covering his 
requirements. As this is the case, I am authb
rised by the proposer of this second motion to 
withdraw it. The proposal is therefore with
drawn. 

103. EXAMINATION OF THE DRAFT PRO
TOCOL :TEXT AB REVISED BY THE 
DRAFTING COMMITTEE. 

The President. : 
Translation : We will now pass to the third 

item on the agenda, namely, the examination • 
of the draft Protocol. 

There is no substantial difference between 
the text submitted to you to-day and the one 
you have already examined. The first two 
articles have been combined for the sake of 
clearness. 

The revised text of the draft Protocol '/liaS read 
as follo'llls : 

"The .undersigned, representatives of 
certain States signatory to the Convention 
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relating to Dangerous Drugs signed this 
day, duly authorised to that e!fect ; · 

"Taking note of the Protocol signed the 
eleventh day of February, one thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-five, by the repre
sentatives of the States signatory of the 
Agreement signed on the same day relating 
to the Use of Prepared Opium : 

"Hereby agree as follows : 

"I. 
"The States signatory to the present 

Protocol, recognising_ that under Chapter 
I of the Hague Convention the duty rests 
upon them of establishing such a control 
over the{roduction, distribution and expor
tation o raw opium as would prevent the 
illicit traffic, agree to take such measures 
as may be required to prevent completely, 
within five years from the present date, 
the smuggling of opium from constituting 
a serious obstacle to the effective suppres
sion of the use of prepared opium in those 
territories where such use is temporarily 
authoriseq. 

"II. 
"The question whether the undertaking 

referred to in Article I has been completely 
executed shall be decided, at the end of the 
said period of five years, by a Commis~ion 
to be appointed by the Council of the League 
of Nations, whose decision shall be final. 

"III. 
"The present Protocol shall come into 

force for each of the signatory States at the 
same time as the Convention relating to 
Dangerous Drugs signed this day. Articles 
33 and 35 of the Convention are applicable 
to the present Protocol." 

The Preeldent : 
Translation: Discussion on the draft Protocol 

is open. 
M. Chodzko, delegate of Poland, will address 

the Conference, 

M. Chodzko (Pola11d) : 
Translation ,. The draft Protocol contains the 

words :. "The undersigned, representatives of 
ctrtain States signatory to the Convention ... " 
Will this Convention be signed by the represen
tatives of all the States represented here ? 

The Preeld.ent : 

Translation : The producing countries in 
particular would be invited to sign it, but I 
think the Protocol is open for signature to all 
the States represented here. 

Does anyone wish to speak on the Protocol ? 
1\1. Yovanovitch, delegate of the Kingdom of 

the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, will speak. 

M. Yovanovltch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
' Croats and Slovenes) : 

Does anyone wi~h. to speak o~ the ~rotocol 
in general or on this amendment m particular ? 

Sir 1\lalcolm Delevingne will address the Con
ference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I think that the amendment which has been 

moved by the delegate of the Kingdom of the 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes will create a diffi
culty. Article II of this Protocol corresponds 
almost word for word with Article III of 
the Protocol adopted by the First Conference. 
Article III of the Protocol adopted by the 
First Conference reads as follows: 

"A commission to be appointed at the 
proper time by the Council of the League of 
Nations shall decide when the effective 
execution of the measures mentioned in the 
preceding article to be taken by the poppy
growing countries has _reached the ~t~ge 
referred to in that article. The · deci~IOn 
of the Commission shall be final." 

It will be remembered by the Conference that 
these two Protocols were intended to be comple- . 
mentary. The Powers that signed the Protocol 
adopted by the First Conference undertook to 

· carry out within a period of fifteen years the 
complete suppression of the use of opium for 
smoking, that period of fifteen years to start 
from the time when the poppy-growing countries 
shall have taken such measures as to prevent 
the exportation of raw material from their 
territories constituting a serious obstacle to 
the reduction of consumption in the countries 
where the use of prepared opium is temporarily 
authorised. 

If the amendment proposed by the delegate 
of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slo
venes were accepted, it would make the two 
Protocols inconsistent with one another, and I 
think that, on that ground alone, it would be 
extremely inconvenient, if not impossible, to 
alter the second Protocol at this stage. On the 
merits of the case also, it seems to me, the 
amendment is unnecessary. After all, what the 
Commission has to decide under Article II 
of the Protocol now before the Conference is 
whether the opium-producing countries have 
taken such measures as to prevent the smuggling 
of opium from their territories constituting a 
serious obstacle to the countries in which the 
use of prepared opium is temporarily authorised. 
That is a question of fact. That is a question 
which, it was thought, could best be determined· 
by a Commission of Enquiry appointed to go 
into the facts on the spot. If the Commission 
reports that such measures have been executed, 
well and good. No further question can arise. 
If the Commission reports that they have 
not been executed, that the serious obstacle 
referred to has not been removed, it seems to 
me there can be no ground for appeal. 

Translation : I propose that the words 
"whose decision shall be final" at the end of 
!-rticle ~I be replaced by the words "the party 
m que~t10n shall have the right to appeal to the 
Council of the League against the Commission's 
decision". 

In the first place, the Council of the League 
would not be in a better position to determine 
what the facts were than the Committee of 
Enquiry which it had appointed to investigate 

. the facts. 

The Preeldent : 

Translation : I would ask 1\L. Chodzko to 
submit his amendment in writing. 

~n the second place, it is quite obvious, I 
thmk, that the countries which have signed the 
.first Protocol could not be expected to act 
on any decision other than a decision arrived 
at on a complete knowledge of the facts. I 
understood that both the Conferences were 
agreed that the decision would have to be 
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taken by an independent Commission of Enquiry 
such as has been proposed in both Protocols. 
I would ask the delegate of the Kingdom of 
the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes therefore not 

· to press his proposal, which would certainly 
land us in very great difficulty. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : I am quite ready to take 
into ·consideration Sir Malcolm Delevingne's 
objections. I propose therefore that the words 
"whose decision shall be final" be deleted and 
withdraw my proposal for the addition of the 
words "The party in question". 

The Praaident : 
Translation : We have before us another 

proposed amendment : the deletion of the 
words "whose decision shall be final". 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : This is not inconsistent with 
. _ the Protocol. 

M. Kircher (France) : 
Translation : I think the Serb-Croat-Slo

vene delegate's proposal meets the views of 
everyone. The important point is that the 
date from which the period starts should not 
be .delayed. If the latter part of the sentence 
is deleted, that is to say, if the producing coun
tries are not allowed to appeal to the Council, 
this does not affect our obligations as consuming 
countries. The period of fifteen years cannot 
be delayed. I think the proposed amendment 
meets the views of both consuming and pro
ducing countries. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I have no objection to the omission of the 

words, as suggested by the delegate of the 
Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

The President : 
Translation : Does anyone else desire to 

speak on the draft Protocol ? 
M. de Palacios, delegate of Spain, will address 

the Conference. 

M. de Palacloe (Spain) : 
Translation : I should be glad of further 

details, for information only, as my country 
is not,· I believe, included among the Powers 
which are to sign the Protocol. 

As you are aware, in law, retroactivity is 
the exception rather than the rule. According 
to Article III, the present Protocol "shall 
come into force for each of the signatory 
States at the same time as the Convention 
relating to dangerous drugs signed this day". 
We must certainly reckon a year before the 
Convention is ratified. Article I, however, 
states that the Powers "agree to take such 
measures as may be required to prevent com
pletely, within five years from the present 
date ... " 

Will the application of the Protocol . have 
retroactive effect ? Will the interval between 
the signature of the Protocol and its entry into 
force be counted as part of the period of five 
years ? 

The Prealden\ : 
Translation : M. Kircher, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Kircher (France) : 
Translation : As regards the text, the Spanish 

delegate's observation is perfectly correct. 
There is an apparent inconsistency between 
Article I and Article III, since in Article I 
the engagements date from to-day and in 
Article III from the date of ratification. 

In reality, however, there is no inconsistency, 
for the undertakings concerning the measures 
to be taken by the States date from to-day, 
but if the States sign the Convention six months 
hence they will only have a period of four years 
and six months. The purpose of Article I' ' 
was to define the date as from which the under
takings of the consuming and producing coun
tries, respectively, start, in order not to delay • 
in de finitely the period of fifteen years within 
which we have undertaken to bring about sup
pression. There is, therefore, no real incon
sistency between the articles. 

I repeat, the producing countries can sign 
when they will ; if they are late in signing, 
they will not have the whole of the period of 
five years in which to take the necessary mea
sures. We have endeavoured to bring the 
two Protocols into line with one another. We 
must not interfere with this arrangement, 
which will, I believe, meet with general approval. 

M. de Palacloe (Spain) : 
Translation : I beg to thank .M. Kircher 

for his reply. I am glad that, as a result of my 
question, his interpretative statement will be 
included in the record of the meeting, as it may 
prevent difficulties in the future. 

The Praaiden\ : 
Translation : I understand that the Confe

rence accepts the Serb-Croat-Slovene dele
gate's second proposal, and that Article II 
will conclude with the· words "by the Council 
of the League of Natrons", (Agreed.) It is 
not necessary to take a formal vote, and I 
think that I may regard the Protocol as defi
nitely adopted by the Conference on a first · 
reading. ~ 

The Protocol was adopted on a first reading. 

104. EXAMINATION OF THE DRAFT FINAL 
ACT. 

The Praaiden\ : 
Translation : The draft Final Act is open 

for discussion. You will note that, at the 
beginning of this Act, the sixth resolution of 
the 1923 Assembly has been inserted in full, .. 
including the second part : this does not come 
quite within the mandate of the Conference 
but it was thought desirable all the same to 
insert .it. 

Then follow the nomination of the President 
and Secretary and certain particulars concern
ing the Conference which I do not think will 
occasion any difficulty. 

The opening paragraphs of the Final Act were 
adopted on a first reading. 
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Articles I, II and III. 

The text of Articles I, II and III ·was read 
as follows : 

I. 

"The Conference recognises that to 
enable the_ Convention relating to Dan&'e
rous Drugs signed this day to produce 1ts 
full effect it is essential that it should be 
applied as widely as possible in the col<?
nies, possessions, protectorates and tern
tories mentioned in Article 39 of the Con
vention. The Conference accordingly 

. expresses the earnest hope that the Govern
ments concerned will take the necessary 
steps to that end with as little delay as 
possible, and that the number of such col<?
nies, possessions, protectorates. or tern
tories excluded from the operatton of the 
Convention may be reduced to a minimum. 

II. 

"The Conference recommends that each 
Government should consider the possibility 
of forbidding the conveyance in any ship 
sailing under its flag of any consignment of 
the substances covered by the present 
Convention : 

"I. Unless an export authorisation bas 
been issued in respect of such consign
ment in accordance with the provisions 
of the Convention, and the consignment 
is accompanied by an official copy of 
such authorisation, or of any diversion 
certificate which may be issued. 

"z. To any destination other than the 
destination mentioned in the export autho
risation or diversion certificate. 

III. 

"The Conference recommends that all 
States should co-operate as closely as pos
sible with one another in the suppression 
of the illicit traffic, and that they should 
authorise the competent authorities charged 
with the administration of the law on the 
subject to communicate directly · with 
the corresponding authorities in other 

o countries." 
Articles I, II and III were adopted on a 

first reading, u•ithout discussion, and referred 
to the Drafting Committee. 

Article IV. 

The text of Article IV was read as follows : 
"The Conference draws attention to the 

advisability in certain cases of requiring 
dealers who are licensed by the Government 
to trade in the substances covered by the 
Convention to deposit or give sureties for a 
sum of money to serve as a guarantee 
against their engaging in the illicit traffic." 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : M. Cbodzko, delegate of 

Poland, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
1"ranslation : I do not think the drafting 

of this article is quite in accordance with the 
unanimous decision taken by the Conference, 
and I have ventured to submit a note on the . 

matter. You will perhaps he good enough, 
Mr. President, to transmit it to the Drafting 
Committee and to request the latter to re-draft 
the article.' taking into account my observations 
on it. 

The President : 
Translation : . I understand that the first 

Polish delegate does not wish for a discussion of 
the article at present. 

The ·Drafting Committee was instructed to 
draw up a text embodying the opinions expres
sed in the Conference. It discussed this para
graph at some length, as certain difficulties 
arose. I. have now received another proposed 
draft, which I will submit to the Drafting 
Committee. 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : Should not Indian hemp he · 

added to the resolution on the first page of the 
draft Final Act ? 

The President : . 
Translation : That is impossible, as it 1s 

an Assembly resolution. The question of Indian 
hemp was brought before ~he Conferenc.e in 
a different manner, though w1th the same nght. 

Article IV was adopted on a first reading and 
referred to the Drafting Committee. 

ArUcle V. 

The text of Article V was read as follows : 
"The Conference asks the Council of the 

League· of Nations to consider the po~si
bility of giving effect to the suggestion 
which bas been made in the course .of its 
proceedings that a commission should be 
appointed to visit certain opium-producing 
countries, which desire it, for the purpose 
of making a careful study of the difficulties 
connected with the limitation of the pro
duction of. opium in those countries and 
advising as to the measures which could 
be taken to make it possible to limit the 
production of opium in those countries " 
to the quantities required for medical and 
scientific purposes. . 

"In faith whereof the Delegates have 
signed the present Act. 

"Done at Geneva, the · day of 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty

five, in a single copy, which shall be depo
sited in the archives of the Secretariat of 
the League of Nations, and of which authen
ticated copies shall be delivered to all 
States represented at the Conference." 

The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Dendramis, 

delegate of Greece, to speak. 

M. Dendramie (Greece) : 
Translation ·: Article V speaks of a Commis

sion of Enquiry which the producing countries 
desire to have set up. I would point out that I 
expressed no desire that such a Commission 
should visit my country for the purpose of 
holding an enquiry. It was the United States 
delegation which expressed the desire, an<t we 
agreed, in order to meet its views. . . 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : Does the Greek delegate wish 

the article to be modified, or does be simply 
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· \\ish his remark to be noted in the record of 
the meeting ? 

M. Dendramia (Greece) : 
Tra11slation : I wish my statement to be 

mentioned in the record of the meeting. With 
the exception of Persia, none of the producing 
countries has expressed a desire that a Commis
si~n of Enquiry should visit their territory. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : I must submit the same obser
vation. The suggestion came from the United 
States delegation and we accepted it, but the 
producing countries expressed no desire in 
the matter .. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Bourgois, delegate of 

Fx:ance, will address the Conference. 

M. Bourgoia (France) : 
Translation : Since the United States dele

gation alone made the suggestion, and since, 
as is stated in the report, it made reservations 
on the matter, it would be best to drop the 
proposal, except perhaps in the case of Persia, 
which did express a desire for the appointment 
of a Commission. 

The President : 
Translation : Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh, dele· 

gate of Persia, will address the Conference. 

·Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : Persia never expressed a desire 

that a Commission of Enquiry should be sent 
to its territory. The proposal came from the 
United States delegation. Persia submitted a 
memorandum requesting the Conference to con
sider the question. This memorandum was 
referred to Sub-Committee B, and when it 
was being discussed the United States delega
tion made a proposal which it begged me to 
accept. I had some difficulty in inducing 
my. Government to ~o so, but we di~ ~ot at 

·any time express a wtsh for the Commtss10n to 
be appointed. 

The beginning of Article V reads :" To con
sider the possibility of giving effect to the sugges
tion". The United States proposal does 
not mention "the possibility of giving effect to 
the suggestion" ; its purpose was to reque~t 
the Conference to recommend that the Counc1l 
should take the Persian memorandum into 
consideration. This memorandum sugg~sted 
that a Commission might be sent to· P~rs1.a. to 
study on the spot the best means of limttmg 
poppy-growing. I cannot accept the text before 
us. 

The President : 
Translation : Mehmed Sureya Bey, dele· 

gate of Turkey, \\ill address the Conference. 

Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
- T~anslation : When Article I of the Ameri

can Suggestions was being examined, all t~e 
producing countries pointed out the econom1c, 
political and other ~fficulties \\:hi~h would sta.nd 
in the way of sending a Commtssto.n of Enqmry 
to visit their country. Mrs. Hamilton. Wnght, 
on behalf ·of the ·United States de!egatlon, pro
posed that a Commission of Enqmry should be 

sent to investigate these difficulties and to 
endeavour to find a way of remedying them by 
means of international co-operation. 

All the delegations agreed to this proposal 
and asked the opinion of their Governments. If 
we accept the first Article of the Hague Conven
tion, the question of a Commission of Enquiry 
does not arise; but if we accept .the first 
Article of the American suggestions, the ques
tion has to be taken into consideration. 

J¥1, Bourgola (France) : 
Translation : The Drafting Committee has 

to meet again, and as a misunderstanding has 
arisen as regards the present draft Article V 
I propose that i! be referred back. to ~his 
Committee. In vtew of the explanahons JUst, 
given, I think it should be easy to decide. upon 
a satisfactory text. 

M. Yovanovltch (Kingdom of the Serbs, • 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : From what has just been said, 
it appears that the producing countries did 
not ask for Commissions of Enquiry to be 
appointed. I propose, therefore, that Article V 
be deleted. 

The President : 
TranslatioiS : In defence of the Drafting 

Committee,! must point out that the Conference 
requested it . to draft a recommendation, in 
accordance with Lord Cecil's interpretation,, 
which was accepted by the Conference. 

Mehmecl Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
Translation : In that case, I propose the 

following wording : " ... to visit certain countries' 
which may desire it". 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : . 
Translation : We must take care that there 

is no mistake when this article is read for the 
second· time. I venture to propose that one 
of the representatives of the producing countr;ies 
should be invited to attend the Draftmg 
Committee when .the final draft of Article V 
is prepared. That is, in my opinion, the only 
means of obtaining a satisfactory wording. 

M. Bourgola (France) : a· 
Translation : From what has just been &aid, 

it seems that no one desires any text at all. 
I support the proposal put forward by the dele· 
gate of the Kmgdom of the Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes-that Article V be deleted. We accep
ted it in principle upon the first reading, because 
we thought the producing countries had expres
sed a desire that Commissions of Enquiry 
should be appointed. There has been a com
plete misunderstanding. 

Prince Arfa-eci-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : I propose that Article V of' 

the Final Act should be referred back to the 
Drafting Committee, and that it should be 
drafted as follows : "The Conference a!>ks 
the Council of the League of Nations to consider 
the suggestion submitted by the United States 
delegation ..• " 

I suggest, further, that the proposals submit
ted by other delegations, that the produc~ng 
countries should be represented on the Draftmg 
Committee, be referred to the Drafting Com mitt~. 
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M. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : I beg to support tl1e Persian 

delegate's proposal. I venture to point out, 
however, that the United States suggestion 
has lapsed, as the United States delegation 
had submitted reservations in connection with 
it. 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
'(ranslation : No, the United States dele

gation did not submit any reservations. 

The President : 
Translation : The United States delegation 

requested that the paragraphs now under dis
PCUssion should be further .examined. This was • hot done. I pointed this out to the Sub-Com-
mittee dealing with the matter, and requested 

• the Rapporteur to give me the opinion of mem
. hers of the Sub-Committee on the point. Thr 

resolution in question was based on the opinion 
given by the Rapporteur. 

M, Bourgols (France) : 
Translation : In that case, it would not be 

quite correct to state that our resolution was 
drafted at the suggestion of the United States 
delegation. The Council ought to know that the 
United States suggestion was subject to reser
vations, but that these reservations were never 
submitted. That puts the matter in quite 
a different light for the Council. 

The President : 

Translation : That was why the Drafting 
Committee decided not to insert this in the text 
it was drafting. The position seems to me to be 
rather complicated. Does M. Yovanovitch wish 
his proposal, which was supported by M. Bour
gois, to stand ? 

M. Yovanovltoh (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : Yes. 

. Mehmed Sureya Bey (Turkey) : 
Translation : I beg to state, on behalf of 

my Government, that we were willing to accept 
Article I of the United States proposals. 

M. El Oulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : We have already decided, on 

the proposal of the Persian delegation, to trans
mit to the Council of the League a recommen
dation that it should examine the requests 
formulated in the Persian memorandum and 
should endeavour to give effect to them. As 
the United States proposals were not conclu
sively dealt wit!t by the Conference, I now 
propose that Article V be amended as follows: 

"The Conference asks the Council J:Jf the 
League of Nations to consider the possi
bility of giving effect to tne requests formu
lated by the Persian delegation in its 
memorandum, for the purpose of limiting 
the production of opium in Persia to 
the quantities required for medical and 
scientific purposes, and of advising as to ... " 

The Preeldent : 

Translation : l\1. . Dinichert delegate of 
Switzerland, will address the cdnference : 

M. Dinlchert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I desire to speak on this 

question simply as a member, I dare to say as 
a very devoted member, of Sub-Committee B, 
and not as Swiss delegate. I think the matter 
requires some elucidation. 

Shortly after its formation, Sub-Committee B 
dealt with the proposal contained in Article I 
of the United States Suggestions which, as 
you know, refers to the limitation of the pro
duction of raw materials. This gave rise to 
certain observations which the representatives 
of the producing countries embodied in memo
randa that are most instructive. · The general 
view expressed was that only after investiga
tions had been carried out on the spot would 
it be possible to decide what conditions were 
necessary for the limitation of raw materials. 
In agreement therefore with the United States 
delegation and the producing countries, it 
was considered that a Commission of Enquiry 
might be sent to the producing countries, in 
order to determine within what periods and 
under what conditions it would be possible 
to bring about the limitation of raw materials. 
· When Sub-Committee B's second report, 

which contained this draft motion, was submit
ted to the Conference, the latter first of all 
accepted it. Why ? Because it had decided to 
adopt the principles laid down in Article I 
of the United States proposal. Forty-eight 
hours later, however, it revoked its decision, 
and adopted the existing Article I of the Hague 
Convention, subject to a textual amendment.-

If Sub-Committee B had begun by agreeing 
upon the maintenance of Article I of the Hague 
Convention, and had set aside the suggestion 
of the United States delegation, this idea of 
a Commission of Enquiry would clearly never 
have been raised. 

We can now decide either to recommend 
the despatch of a Commission of Enquiry or 
not to recommend it; We can ask the produc
ing countries whether, in view of the fresh 
undertaking entered into, or rather the confir
mation of an already existing ~ndertaking, 
such a Commission of Enquiry would still serve 
any purpose. If they reply in the negative, 
we can easily settle the question by dropping 
the proposal. If, on the contrary, they consider 
that a Commission of Enquiry would neverthe
less be of use to them, they will perhaps tell 
us what they think it could do in their country. 
The Conference will no doubt adopt their views 
on the matter. I think that in any case 
the Conference can only act in agreement with 
the producing countries. . . 

M. Bourgois (France) : ' 
Translation : I beg to support the Egyptian 

delegate's proposal. . 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : I also desire to support the 

Egyptian proposal. · 

The President : 

Translation : The Egyptian delegation's 
proposal is as follows : 

"The Conference asks the Council of the. 
League of Nations to consider the possi
bility of giving effect to the request formu
lated by the Persian delegation in its 
memorandum, for the purpose of limiting 
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the production of opium in Persia to 
the quantities required for medical and 
scientific purposes, and of advising as to ... " 

We therefore have before us three different 
proposals. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the ~rbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : · 

Translation : I beg to withdraw my pro
posal. 

The President : 

. Translatio'.' :, We now hav~ only the Egyp
tian delegation s proposal, whtch is supported 
by several delegations, and the Polish delega
tion's proposal, that Article V be referred back 
to the Diafting Committee. This can only be 
done by the desire of the Conference. Per
sonally,. I feel that I should have some diffi
culty in explaining to the Drafting Committee 
what is meant. · The Egyptian proposal 
asks that effect should be given to the 
requests formulated in the Persian memoran
dum: That is a new point. · · At the moment, 
the Conference is still dealing with the question 
of substance and not with that of form. I do 
not see how I can simply refer the question to 
the I2rafting Committee without fuller expla
nations from the Conference. 

M. Dendramis (Greece) : 
Translation : I wish to revert to the pro

posal of the ~elegation of the Kingdom of the 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. We might perhaps 
vote on it first, and then on the text submitted 
by the Egyptian delegate. 

Sir M~lcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
Mr. President, I confess that I am completely 

bewildered by the discussion that has taken place, 
and I imagine that some of the other delegations 
must feel in the same position. 

A discussion took place the other day in the 
· Conference on the report of Sub-Committee B. 
That report, as the Conference will remember, 
was ·inconclusive. It gave no definite recom
mendation, for the simple reason that certain 
reservations were made which prevented it 
from doing so. 

I think I am right in saying that the general 
sense of the Conference was that some recom
mendation should be adopted which would give 
the Council the opportunity of examining the 
question in concert with the Governments of 

; the countries affected and arranging with them, 
if they so desired, but only if they so desired, 
for an enquiry into the difficulties which exist 
at the. present time in limiting the production 
and distribution of raw opium to medical and 
scientific purposes. 

The Drafting Committee has done its best 
to E.mbody in the form of _this resolution or 
t•mu what was understood to be the general 
sense of the Conference. I must say that in 
my opinion it is desirable to retain this vau 
more or less in· the form in which it has been 
put by the Drafting Committee. 

The Drafting Committee intended to make 
it dear - but perhaps it has not used the best 
form of words - that such an enquiry could 
only be made in the case of any country if the 
Government of that country so desired and by 
arrangement with the Government of that 
country. It would leave each Government 
entirely free to accept an enqniry o.r to reject it. 

We have heard this morning from one ·or 
two delegates - certainly one: the delegate of 
Turkey - that they desired an enquiry if the 
Council of the League of Nations were willing 
to grant it and that they would collaborate in 
the most loyal manner possible. That is an 
expression of opinion on the part of the dele
gate of Turkey which I for one think this Con
ference can hardly put aside. 

I therefore suggest that the (onference 'should 
accept in principle the text of the recommenda
tion as it has been drawn up by the Drafting 
Committee but with some alteration of words 
to make it quite clear that the enquiry would 
only take place if the Government of the 
country desired it and by arrangement ·with 
that Government. If I may say so, I rather , 
liked the proposition of the delegate of the 
Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, 
who proposed to alter the words "which desire 
it" to "if they desire it". If the recommendation 
were modified to read in that way it would, 
I think, leave every Government perft•ctly free 
to accept or not to accept an enquiry as it 
considered best and to arrange with the Council 
the conditions under which the enquiry would . 
be made. It would read something like this : 

"The Conference asks the Council of 
the League of Nations to consider the pos
sibility of giving effect to the suggestion 
which has been made in the course of its 
proceedings that a Commission should be 
appointed to visit such opium-producing 
countries as desire it." 

If you like, some other words could be added, 
such as: "and by arrangement with the Govern
ment oft he country"- words which the Drafting 
Committee could quite easily settle. I ima
gine that a vau in that form ·would not meet 
with objection from any Government, because 
the matter would be left entirely in its discretion 
to accept - and, if it accepted, to settle the 
details with the Council- or not to accept if it 
thought it better. 

I do not see how the Drafting Committee can 
improve on thio; recommendation unless it 
has the most distinct instructions from th~ 
Conference as to what is intended. I would 
suggest to the ('onfe~ence therefore that ip 
order to save time and get on with the very 
important business that lies before us we should 
agree to some modification of the vau on the 
lines I have mentioned which correspond. with 
the second proposition of the delegate of the 
Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes 
and which it seems to me ought not to raise 
difficulties or objections on the part of any dele
gate here. · . . 

M. Bourgole (France) : 

Translation : I am prepared to accept ·Sir 
Malcolm Delevingne's proposal as a compro- ' 
mise. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : · 

-· Translation ; I also accept Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne's proposal. 

The President : · 

_ Translation : Mr. Riddell, delegate of Cana
da, will address the Conference. 
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M. Riddell (Canada) : 
I quite see that· in Article V it is necessary 

to make it clear that the Commission would 
only go to those countries that wished it. I 
hardly see how satisfaction could be given to 
the Persian memorandum were it not preceded 
by some kind of enquiry such as is implied 
in Article V. I think nothing but good could 
come from such a Commission. It would be 
a great gain to almost any country to be visited 
by such experts. As an agriculturist, I feel it 
would be too bad it we were to suppress this 
article altogether. I have much pleasure, there
fore, in supporting it, subject to the amend
ments that have been suggested. 

M. Dendramis (Greece) : 
Translation : I beg to withdraw my pro

posal and to support Sir Malcolm Delevingne's 
motion. 

The President : 
Translation : We now have before us only 

two proposals: M. Chodzko's proposal refer
ring the question to the Drafting Committee, 
with Sir Malcolm Dclevingne's observations, 
which were agreed to by several delegations, and 
the Egyptian delegation's proposal. Does the 
Egyptian delegate wish his proposal to stand ? 

M. El Quindy (Egypt) : 
Translati011 : Since Sir Malcolm Delevingne 

proposes that Article V should be maintained 
and the Persian requirements will thus be met, 
I beg to withdraw my proposl!-1. 

The President : 
Translation : We have before us a single 

proposal which represents the general view of 
the Conference ; it is that Article V be refer
red back to the Drafting Committee to be exa
mined with special reference to Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne's remarks. I venture to invite 
the first Persian delegate to be present when 
the prafting Committee is discussing this 
question. 

Does anyone else wish to speak. on the Final 
Act? 

M. de Palacios (Spain) ; 
Tra11slation : The Final Act was distributed 

this morning. We have accepted the recommen
~ations contained in it as they were explained 
m the course of our discussion. I think however 
that it w?uld be advisable to reserve' the right 
to subm1t further recommendations arising 
out ~f the second reading of the draft Con
vention. 

I am told t_hat o~e of t~e articles adopted at 
the first readmg Will be discussed again at the 
secon~. If this is not so, I shall probably 
subm1t a draft recommendation to the Confe
rence. 

The matter in ques.tion would, of course, 
not be one referred to m the recommendations 
contained in the Final Act and would not be 
at variance with them. 

The President : 

Translation : I understand from the last 
speaker's remarks that the Spanish. delegation 
re~rves the right to submit l!- further recommen
dation. I would suggest that this should be 
done at the first reading of the draft rather 
than at the second. 

The Final Act is adopted, subject to this 
reservation, and referred to the Drafting Com
mittee, which will examine also the two ques
tions specially referred to it. 

The Final Act was adopted on a first rea4ing 
and referred to the Drafting Committee. ' 

105. FIRST READING OF THE DRAFT 
CONVENTION : ARTICLE 19 : CONTI
NUATION OF THE DISCUSSION. 

The President : 
Translation : We will resume the discussion 

on Article 19 and the articles connected with it. 
I beg to remind you that as regards Article 19, 
the Conference accepted two proposals submit
ted by the Polish delegate ; -the first was that 
the words "the Central Board shall elect its 
President" should be added, and the second that 
the mandate should be for five instead of three 
years. 

M. von Eckhardt, delegate of Germany, will 
address the Conference. 

M. von Eckhardt (Germany) 
Translation : I hope you will pardon me if 

I revert once more to the proposal of the Polish 
delegate, who rightly considers, if I am not 
mistaken, that the number of experts on the 
Central Board should be increased and that 
this body should be representative of the chief 
producing, manufacturing and consuming coun
tries. 

With the support of the majority of the Confe
rence! the Rapporteur of Sub-Committee A, 
recallmg the allusion to human weakness 
which was made by the French Minister for 
the Colonies, said that the persons selected must 
be disinterested and impartial - an ideal which 
might not be attained if they belonged to the 
two groups mentioned. . 

The intention is to leave the choice of ex
perts to the hazards of an election. The results 
of the election would not be a matter of concern 
to all the delegations, but they certainly would 
be to some, and more especially to the German 
delegation. 

As one of the chief manufacturing countries, 
Germany can only sign the Convention if 
provision is made for the presence of a German 
expert on the Central Board. · 

As Article 19 makes the right to vote contin
gent upon previous ratification of the Conven
tion, Germany will not be able to exercise this 
right on the occasion of the first election of 

· members of the Central Board. If a German 
expert were elected, the above-mentioned reser- · 
vation would not be maintained. (Reserve 

. annexed'.) 

The President : 
Translation : · 1\1. Falcioni delegate of Italy 

will address the Conference. ' · ' 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and 

gen_tlemen, I venture to remind you of the 
policy that the Italian delegation has followed 
from the beginning. 

1 ~eserve :. The validity of the signature and rati
fication of thts Convention are subject to the condition· 
that a German expert will be appointed as a member 
of the Central Board. 



As representatives ef a country which, apart 
from general and humanitarian interests, has 
no concern whatsoever in the matter with 
which we are dealing, we have always 'main
tained an attit~de of reserve 1!-~d have supported 
every effo~ des1gne~ to conc1hatethe divergent 
and sometimes oppos1tepoints of view which have 
manifested themselves in the course of our work. 

As regards the question of the Central Board 
I may say that if the Italian delegation had 
f?llowed its natm:al inclinati~n and the general 
line of conduct laid down by Its Government it 
would have expressed serious doubts and wo{dd 
have felt it its duty to make equally serious 
r~se~vatio_ns. ~t decided, however, not to per-

. s1st m th1s P?hcy but to support all concilia
tory efforts directed towards an understanding. 
· We therefore voted with the British delega
tion, at the meeting on Friday, in favour of the 
Biitish motion. We could not but note, 
however, that the opposition to the proposal to 
modify the constitution of the Central Board 
and the decisions reached, far from eliminating 
the difficulties, merely increased them, because 
the very idea of the Central Board has therebv 
become increasingly unpopular. · 

I repeat that if the Italian delegation regar
ded the matter solely from its own point of view, 
it would certainly hesitate before agreeing to 
the proposed institution. Recognising, however, 
that it is an essential feature of the system as 
contemplated, the Italian delegation is prepared 
to waive its objections to the setting-up of the 
Central Board provided that the Board is so 
constituted as to meet, as far as possible, the 
views of the Conference as a whole. 

I now venture, therefore, after having voted 
with the British delegation at the meeting on 
Friday, to ask Sir M~lcolm Delevingne, the 
Rapporteur, whether he could not make certain 
concessions to meet the views of the Polish 
delegation. The- Polish amendment would not 
make any appreciable difference to the character 
of the Central Board as originally contemplated. 

I think it would be possible to adhere to the 
· principle that the Central Board should always 

be composed of experts and at the same time 
to increase the number to eight. The experts 
selected should be persons who, without being 
directly representative of the countries to which 
they belong, would be conversant with the spe
cial conditions, and they should be chosen from 
among nationals of ·producing and consuming 
countries. 

I submit this as a general suggestion and 
hope that it may be taken as a basis for discus
sion or embodied in an amendment. 

I desire to state my views as to the method 
suggested for the selection of members of the 
Board. The Italian delegation could not accept 
as it stands the method laid down, in the present 
text of Article 19. Apart from other considera-

. tions, the text in question would make it impos
' sible, once for all, to obtain the help of the 

United States in the work of international co
operation which is our object. 
· I think it preferable that the members of 
the Central Board should be nominated by the 
Council of the League, which could and should 
take into account nQt only the considerations 
contained in the Polish proposal but also other 

·factors of a general and political character, 
and which would have power, in the. event of 
United States co-operation, to include a national 
of the United States on the Central Board. 

As this is a general discussion, I may remark 
that I s~all hav~ certain modifications to suggest 
concermng Article 20, and I reserve the right 
to do so at the proper time. 

In conclusion, I would emphasise the neces
sity of taking into account the l«'gitimate
considerations which have been raised in· the 
course of our discussions. I appeal to all those 
who are anxious for the setting-up of the Central 
Board. 

The President : 
Translation : In accordance with our pro

cedure, I would ask the Italian delegate to 
submit llis suggestion concerning Article 20 in 
writing. · 

Mr. Clayton, delegate of India, will addre~s 
the Conference. • 

M. Clayton (India) : 
It was with considerable dismay that I lis-• 

tened last Friday to the reservations made by 
the delegations of producing countries as the 
result of the vote on the second amendment pro
posed by the delegate for Poland. . This dismay 
was all the greater as the reasons for the otti- • 
tude taken up by them were not fully stated in 
the course of the debate. 

1\ly dismay has been increased this morning 
by the reservations made on behalf of Germany. 
I may say that since our la.o;t meeting I have 
studied Chapter VI with some care, and it 
seems to me that these reservations are based 
on a misapprehension. There seems to me 
some misunderstanding as to the duties of the 
Central Board. Some delegations appear to 
regard it as an administrative body which 
may take some executive action prejudicial to 
the interests of some of the States concerned in 
the traffic of drugs and opium. 

Now, personally, I can find no justification 
whatever for this view in the draft Convention 
before us. In the first place, I would like to 
point out that the principle of the submission 
of the most complete statistics by all States 
concerned in the traffic· has been admitted in 
every Sub-Committee. That principle has no
where been disputed, and I take it that whatever 
happens to the Central Board, these statistics 
will be retained. 

Now, if they are sent in, they must undy_ub
tedly by published, and if published they will 
be available for every journalist in the world 
and for every anti-opium or anti-drug associa
tion in the world to comment upon them. 
Therefore, whether there be a Board or not, 
there will be publicity for the statistics, and there 
will be comments idormed and uninformed, 
prejudiced and unprejudiced, and all the States 
concerned must be prepared to find themselves 
the target of criticism. 

Let us now return to the Board. Its duty, 
according to Article 24 (I), is continuously 
to- watch the course of the international trade,; 
This means little more than that the Board will 
have the mass of statistics furnished to it 
collated by its staff, and, after examil).ation, 
endeavour to present the general course of the 
international traffic in as clear a manner as 
possible in its annual report. This report 
goes to the Council of the League under Article 
2~ . 

Now this annual survey will undoubtedly be 
of great value, and, being prepared by a body 
of men specially fitted and selected for the 
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purpose, it will do much to prevent the flow of 
pr~judice or uninformed criticism which .in the 
absence of such a report would very likely 
appear from other quart_ers. !he materi~l _for 
the report will be furmshed m the statistics, 
and the comments thereon sent in by the various 
signatory Governments, and I cannot imag~ne 
that this report is likely to contain anythmg 
objectionable to any country. 

It will be said that the Board. has other 
powers. So it has. But if it has other powers, 
it will become obvious at once, if the matter 
is looked at in the right way, that these powers 
are more likely to afford opportunity to States 
whose actions have given rise to misunderstan
dings to clear up those misunderstandings than 
0 create international unpleasantness. 

• In the first place, let us imagine that the survey 
of the world's position by the Board leads it to 
be . uncertain as to the real facts in a given 

<country. The statistics and statements sub
mitted by that country do not dispel that 
uncertainty. \Veil, what happens ? The Board 
puts down this point for discussion at the next 
meeting - and it is to be hoped that the Board 
will meet in private - and the country in 
question will be asked to send a representative 
to that meeting. That is in accordance with 
Article 24 (6). The matter will then be fully 
discussed in private between the Board and the 
country concerned, and in nine cases out of 
ten the matter will end there and all difficulties 
will be satisfactorily solved. The report at 
the end of the year will explain the solution of 
the difficulty encountered, and a great deal of 
public criticism, very objectionable no doubt 
to the country whose action is in question, will 
be avoided. I cannot imagine what any coun
try can see to object to in .all this. 

Let us, again, assume that a satisfactory 
solution is not arrived at and that the Board 
formulates serious criticisms which it does not 
regard as fully met by the explanations of the 
country in question. In almost every case, 
these criticisms will relate to some defect in 
the administrative system· of the country 
which permitted the incidents under discussion 
to arise. Normally the incident will probably 
terminate as follows. The justice of the cri
ticitim will be recognised by the country con
cemed, an assurance will be· given that the 
administrative machinery will be overhauled 
so as to prevent a recurrence of the incident, and 
the proceedings will terminate. All this would 
take place in private, and no public comment 
would be occasioned thereby. Again I see 
no reason for any country to object. · 

Supposing, however, a conflict of opinion 
~tween the Board and any country does per
Sist, then the country can appeal to the Council 
of the League against the decision of the Board. 
That is: . the Board will not merely send its 
own vers1on of the facts to the Council but 
with that version will go the full explanations 
of the co~ntry in default in the form of an appeal, 
and until the Council has pronounced on the 
aJ?peal, no recommendations as regards the 
Withdrawal ~f permission to import can appa
rently by Circulated to the other signatories. 
Even then, the countries with which the country 
alleged to be in default deals need not accept the 
recommendation unless they like. 

Frankly: it. doe~ not seem to me that, hedged 
about as 1t 1s wtth all these restrictions, this 
pov.-er of recommendation is in the feast likely 

ever to be used in practice, except against 
a State which is definitely and deliberately 
breaking its obligations under the Convention, 
and recognised to be so doing by the public 
opinion of the world, and I imagine there is 
not a State represented here which is likely to 
find itself in that position. 

The Board therefore simply provides a macbi
nery for producing an annual review of the inter
national position and for settling any difficulties 
and misconceptions that may arise from the 
statistics sent in. There will be little or no 
opportunity in its work for the clash of oppo
sing interests. What is therefore required is 
that its members should be sufficiently versed 
in opium and drug matters to be able to make 
correct deductions from the statistics presented 
to them and to be able to understand the expla
nations presented to them by the States which 
are asked to send representatives for any cause~
to attend their meetings. 

I see no reason why the ·selecting Powers 
mentioned in Article 19 should not be perfectly 
capable· of choosing men suitable for this 
purpose. In fact, personally, I hardly see the 
need of a panel of possible candidates to be 
chosen, one by each of the Contracting Parties. 

As no action can be taken which in any way 
affects any Contracting Party without that Party 
being represented at the meeting of the Board, 
I cannot see why any State should be concerned 
to be represented on the Board itself. The 
Board has to be chosen somehow, and I think 
the method proposed in the article, if not the 
best, is at least as good a method as any other. 
Personally I accept the method for my own 
delegation. I sympathise with those .States 
which feel alarmed, but I think. that a little 
consideration will show that their alarm is not 
really justified by the facts of the case and that 
really there .cannot be any possibility of their 
interests being in danger. 

I trust, therefore, that the recommendations 
of the Sub-Committee will be allowed to stand. 

M, Chodzko (Poland) : 
. Translation : I beg warmly to thank the 
Italian delegate for his kind reference to the 
proposals I had the honour to submit last 
Friday. His suggestions are extremely valu
able and, with the President's permission, I 
would ask him tQ submit them in writing this 
afternoon. 

I do not share the views of the Indian dele
gate, whose eloquent speech was designed to 
prove that the Central Board would serve no 
useful purpose. I most earnestly hope that 
this body will be set up and that it will meet 
with universal confidence. I therefore beg to 
urge the adoption of my proposal. 

The Presiden\ : 
Translation : I would ask the Italian dele

gate to be good enough to submit his proposal. 

M. Falcloni (Italy) : _ 
Translation : I will read my proposal, which 

will be distributed this afternoon. It is as 
follows : 

"The Central Board shall consist of eight 
members who, by their technical compe
tence, impartiality and disinterestedness, 
command general confidence. 

"The members of the Central Board shall 
be chosen by the Council of the League of 
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Nations. The United States of America 
and Germany shall be invited each to 
nominate one person on the Electoral 
Body. 

"In choosipg the members of the Central 
Board, the Electoral Body shall take into 
consideration .the necessity of including on 
the Central ~oard, in just proportion, per
sons possessmg a knowledge of the drug 
situation, both in the producing and manu
facturing countries on the one hand and 
in __ the consuming countries on the other 
band._ -- - -

"The members of the Central Board 
shall not hold any office which puts them 
in a position of direct dependence on their 

• Governments." 

Mr. Clay\on (India) 
As a point of personal explanation, I desins 

to say that M. Chodzko has completely misin
terpreted the effect of my speech and that in
stead of thinking that the Central Board is unde
sirable I think that it is a most desirable body 
for the carrying-out of the purposes of the 
Convention. 

M. Plnto-Eacall"' (Bolivia) : 
Translaliolf : The Indian delegate expressed 

his surprise at the reservations made by the 
producing countries as regards the organisation 
of the Central Board. As Bolivia is a producing 
country, I beg to state that my delegation madt" 
_no such reservation. 

The Conference rose at 1.20 p.m. 
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Article 19 (Continuation of the 
discussion). 

The President. : 
Translation· : We will continue the discus

sion of Article 19. As you are aware, several 
amendments have been submitted. After con
sidering these various amendments, I think that 
it would be advisable to begin our discussion 
by taking the last proposal dealing with this 
article, which was made here by the first 
delegate of Italy, and is as follows :. 

"The Central Board shall consist of 
eight members who, by their technical 
competence, impartiality and disinte
restedness, command general confidence. 

"The members of the Central Board shall 
be chosen by the Council of the League of 
Nations. The United States of America 
and Germany shall be invited each to 
nominate one person on the Electoral 
Body. · . 

"In choosing the members of the Central 
Board, the Electoral Body shall take into 
consideration the necessity of including 
on the Central Board, in· just proportion, 
persons possessing a knowledge of the drug 
situation, both in the producing and man?· 
facturing countries on the one hand and m 
the consuming countries on the other hand. 

"The members of the Central Board shall 
not hold any office which puts them in a 
position of direct dependence on their 
Governments." 

I understand the Italian proposal to mean 
that the last lines of· the previous draft of 
Article 19 should be added to ~he above text ? 

M. Falolonl (Italy) : 
Translation : That is so. 
The President : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I am sure we must all be grateful to the first 

delegate of Italy for having madl' this attempt 
-an attempt which I hope will be successful -
to bridge the gulf which appeared likely, at the 
end of last week, to divide the Conference into 
two sections. ' 

So far as I personally am concerned, and I 
think so far as those who supported the scheme 
of Sub-Committee A are concerned, we see no 
objection to the adoption of the proposal of 
the Italian delegate, which I think ought to 
meet the views of both parties. It provides 
for a Board which would have a complete 
acquaintance with the situation in all the diffe· 
rent groups of countries, and at the same time a 
Board which should be independent, impartial 
and likely to command the general confidence 
of all countries. 

There may be some slight modifications in~ 
wording which the Drafting Committee may 
like to consider, but those will be merely a 
matter of drafting. I have great pleasure, there
fore, in supporting the adoption of the Italian 
proposal. 

The Prealdent : 
Translation : M. Yovanovitch, delegate of 

the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, 
will address the Conference. 
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M. Vovanovltch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 

voats and Slovenes) : 
TranslatioK : ·I do not quite understand the 

last sentence but one. Does it imply that the 
members of the Board must nece_ssarily belong 
to producing' countries ? Otherw1se, we ~hould 
have before us only a new edition of Articl~ J9 
given in the draft Convention. 

The President : . 
TraKslatioK : . M. Falcioni, ·delegate of Italy, 

. will address the Conference. 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
TraKslati'on :_. Since Sir Malcolm D~levingne 

has just told us that it would be ad':1sable to 
(leave all these questions to the Draftmg Com

' mittee I think' that that Committee should be 
asked to consider whether it would amend_ my 
text in the way suggested by M .. Yovanov1tch, 

' 
The President : 
Translation : I call upon M. Sugimura, 

delegate of Japan, to speak. 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : The Japanese delegation con

gratulates the distinguished deleg~te of ~taly 
on having prepared a draft wh1ch satlsfi~s 
everyone. I am quite P.repared t? acc~p~ 1t 
subject to certain slight changes m wordmg. 
Light has at last reached us, and that from the 
fair land of Italy ! 

. 
The President : 
Translation : M. Chodzko, delegate of Po

land, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
TraltSlation : I think it my duty to make the 

following statement : 
Although the wording of Article 19 proposed 

by the Italian delegation is not as ~recise as. 
that which I had the honour to subm1t to you, 
I am prepared, in a spirit of concession and to 
prevent the failure of this Conference - a 
failure which might seriously affect the League 
of Nations, whose prestige and prosperity should 
be otir first care - to accept the Italian pro~ 
posal in the name of the Polish Government, 
ami, should it be accepted by the Conference, l 
will withdraw the reservations that I made 
during last Friday's meeting. 

The President 1 

Translation : M. de 'Palacios, delegate of 
Spain, will address the· Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Tra'!slation : · I should also like to express 

my satisfaction with the Italian proposal. I 
think that the solution which is recommended 
is very satisfactory and l thank the Italian 

"delegate for having taken account of the sugges-
tion which I had the honour to make at last 
Friday's meeting. In fact, we find the follow
ing sentence in the Italian proposal : "The 
members of the Central Board shall be chosen 
by tJte Council of the League of Nations". This 
wording meets my wishes. 

The President : · 

Translation : M. Dinichert, delegate of 
Switzerland, will address· the Conference. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation-·' I should like to ask the I tali an 

delegate to explain one point. In his opinion, 
must .. the States which are to constitute the 

. electoral body have ratifi~d _the Convention or 
is this not the case ? Th1s IS not clear. 

The President : . 
Translation : · M. Falcioni, delegate of Italy, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Falcionl (Italy) : 
Translation : "I think that it will be neces

sary to sign the Convention in order to be 
represented on the Central Board. We have 
said however, that the members of the Central 
Boa;d should be chosen by the Council of the 
League of Nations, and we added that the Unitec;l. 
States and Germany would be asked to propose 
a candidate to the Electoral Body. 

Once the United States have been invited by 
the League of Nations to be represented on the 
Central Board, we all hope that the United 
States Government will consent to sign the 
Convention. 

The President : 
Translation . : M. de Palacios, delegate of 

Spain, will address the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I do not want to take up any 

· definite position with regard to the question 
raised by the delegate of Switzerland. I 
should like, however, to remind the Confe
rence of a precedent. When the election of the 
members of the Permanent Court of Interna
tional Justice took place, ratification by Mem
bers of the League of Nations was not a neces
sary qualification for taking part in the voting. 
This precedent might be useful to us. 

At first sight it WO\lld appear natural that, to 
be entitled to rights arising out of a conven!ion, 
it is necessary first to have signed and ratified 
it. Rights imply obligations. But in certain 
cases, as in this one, it may be advisabl_e not to 
draw too hard-and-fast a line. Thts very 
morning we .heard a reservation made to the 
effect that the ratification of a certain Power 
would only be given when the constitution of 
the Central Board was known. Should one 
of the States which, under the Italian proposal, 
are to be invited to nominate a representative 
on the Electoral Body accept that invitation, is 
it not dangerous to insist on previous ratification 
of the Convention by that State ? l. do not 
see the use of making such restrictions. We 
are in a position in which it is better to be vague 
than to be exact. In my opinion it would be 
preferable 'to leave things as they are. 

The President. ·: 
Translation : Mr. Riddell, delegate of Can

ada, will address the Conference. 

M. Riddell (Canada) : 
I think we are greatly indebted to the dis

tinguished delegate of Italy for getting us out 
of a rather difficult position. I think his reso
lution is very much to the point. It has been 
said that the resolution might enter more into 
detail,. but I think, as the previous speaker 
has said, that vagueness is probably one of its 
chief assets. At this stage of its considera
tion, I think it is quite sufficiently detailed and 
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defined. On behalf of my Government, I shall 
have the. g;e~test pleasure in supporting this 
proposal d 1t 1s put to the vote. 

The President : 
Translation : M. El Guindy, delegate of 

Egypt, will address the Conference. 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : During last Friday's meeting, 

at the request of the President, I made certain 
comments on Article 19. These comments 
have been circulated under the name of "Pro
posals". I should like to make it quite clear 
that I made comments and not proposals. 
. I said that, under the old text, the States which 
are not Members of the League of Nations were 
kept somewhat at a distance. Countries in 
Asia, Europe and North and South America 
were represented, but Africa was not. According 
to the Italian proposal, I see that the task 
of choosing the members of the Central Board 
is to be entrusted to the Council of the League 
o~ Nations. I have every confidence in the 
:wiSdom of the Council and I have no doubt 
that its choice will satisfy everybody. Under 
these circumstances, I withdraw the comments 
that I have made. 

· The Preeldent : 
Translation : I call upon M. Falcioni, dele-

gate of Italy, to speak. . 

M. Falcloni (Italy) : 
Translation : I should like to repeat what 

I said this morning. When making my pro
posal, I had tP.is point of view in mind, parti
·cularly the absolute confidence which we all 
have in the Council of the League of Nations. 
Yes, we all trust the League of Nations, and 
I hope that the whole of my proposal will be 
accepted. It will be the task of the Drafting 
Committee to make certain alterations in form 
-alterations which will not change the substance 
of my proposal. 

The President : 
Translation : No one else has asked to 

speak. The Conference has had before it an 
amendment to the Spanish proposal (Document 
O.D.C./R. 15). This amendment falls to the 

· ground, and the same applies to the Portu
guese proposal (Document O.D.C.122/R. 21) 
and the proposal of the Swiss delegation (Docu
ment O.D.C.122/R. 19). 

The suggestion of the Egyptian delegation has 
just been withdrawn. The observations of 
1\I. El Guindy will be entered in the record of 
this meeting. 

The Conference has still before it the Italian 
proposal, to which no real opposition has been 
made, though it has been agreed that certain 

· slight drafting alterations will have to be made 
by the Drafting Committee. 

Subject to this reservation, I think that the 
proposal can be referred to the Drafting Com-
mittee. · 

I would ask the first delegate of the Kingdom 
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes to be so good 
as to attend the meeting of the Drafting Com
mittee when it discusses the final. wording of 
Article 19. · 

M. von Eckhardt (Germany) : 
Translation · · I cannot vote for the Italian 

proposal, for the reasons which I had the hono·ur 
to explain this morning. • 

The President : 
Translation : The statement made by the 

German delegation will be included in the 
record of the meeting. 
· Arlicu 19 was approvltl on a first reading and 
rejerr~tl to the Drafting Commilfee. 

Articu :zo. 

The lexl of Article :zo W~as read as follows: 
"The Council of the League of Nations 

shall, in consultation with the Board, 
make the necessary arrangements for the 
organisation and working of the Board, 
with the object of assuring the full tech.., • 
nical independence of the Board in carrying 
out their duties under the present Conven
tion, while providing for the control of 1 

the staff in administrative matters by the 
Secretary-General. · 

"The Council shall also, in consultation 
with the Governments of any Contracting 
Parties which are not Members of the 
League, take the necessary measures to 
allocate the expenses of the Board among 
the Contracting Parties. 

"The Secretary-General shall appoin~ 
the secretary and staff of the Board on the 
nomination of the Board and subject to 
the approval of the Council." 

The Preelden\ 1 

Translo~tion : The Portuguese delegation 
has brought forward a proposal with regard to 
Article 20 to the effect that it would be desi
rable to fix beforehand some basis for the 
allocation of expenses, as, for instance, the 
population of each country or some other 
clearly defined basis. The discussion is now 
open. I should like to point out to you that 
the Portuguese proposal is not, strictly speak
ing, an amendment - it is only a suggestion. 

M. Yovanovitch, delegate of the Kingdom 
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, will address 
the Conference. 

M. Yovanovltoh (Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes) : 
· Translation : I should like to know ~n 
what basis the expenses of the Committee will 
be allocated. This is one of the most important 
questions for us. ' 

The Preeldent 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will addreso; the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire), 
Rapporteur : 

As Rapporteur, perhaps I should explain 
to the Conference that the Sub-Committee> 
deliberately avoided dealing with this question, 
which is one of some difficulty. We thought 
it best to leave it to the Council of the Lea~ue 
of Nations to settle the matter in consultatiOn 
with the interested countries. 

The Conference will see that it is proposed, 
under Article 20, to place the expenses on the 
Contracting Parties - that is the Signatory 
States - and it is impossible to forecast which 
the Signatory States will be. I suggest, therefore, 
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that it must be left to · the Council, which 
will represent a large number of the Signa
tory States which are Members of the League, 

·in consultation with those States which are not 
.Members of the League, to decide what pro-
portion of the expenses should be borne by 
each country. 

The Council, I suggest, is in a far better posi
tion than we are to decide the matter, and I 
recommend the Conference to leave it where 
Sub-Committee A left it and not to attempt 
to deal with it here. If we did attempt to 
deal with it here, I think we should find our
selves involved in a very long and difficult 
discussion, which, I am sure, at this stage of 
the proceedings, is not desired by any of us. 

The Preeldent : 
' (> 

Translation : M. Rodriguez, delegate of 
Portugal, will address the Conference. 

( M. Rodriguez (Portugal) : 
Translation : Sir, taking advantage of your 

invitation to the Conference on Friday last, I 
ventured to submit a few suggestions ; one 
of them has been rejected. We are now dis
cussing the second ; and I thought it better, 
in order to avoid surprises later on - for sur
prises are always disagreeable - to mention 
certain principles according to which the dis
tribution of expenditure would be based. I 
see, however, from what Sir Malcolm Dele
vingne has told us, that the subject has already 
been throughly examined, and, in. view of the 
well-known impartiality of the Council, to which 
the allocation of expenditure is to be entrusted, 
I withdraw my proposal. . 

M. Yovanovltoh (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 
. Tra11slatio11 .; I beg to ask the Conference to 

. agree to a recommendation being made to the 
Council that it should allow countries which 
are not represented on it to be so repre.sented 
when the expenditure is being allocated. It 
seems to me that that would be quite fair. 

The President : 

Translation : 111. Falcioni, delegate of Italy, 
will address the Conference. 

[it. Falolonl (Italy) : 
Translation : As a result of the declaration 

which I had the honour to make in respect of 
Article 19, and in conformity with that decla
ration, I think it would be advisable to add to 
Article 20 a sentence such as this : "The secre
tariat of the Central Board shall form an integral 
part of the Secretariat of the League of Na
tions". This sentence might be placed after 
the words "under the present Convention", 
This is an addition which is not only advisable 
but necessary .. 

, The Preeldent : 

. Translation : I call upon Sir Malcolm Dele
vmgne, delegate of the British Empi~e, to speak. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I ho~ that t~e Italian delegate will not 

pre_ss Ius suggestion. The wording of this 
a~bcle was very carefully settled in consultation 
wtth the Se_cretary-General himself. Sir Eric 
~rumm~md 1s perfectly satisfied with the word
mg as 1t stands. It gives him the admini-

strative control of the staff, while leaving the 
staff, in regard to the technical work, free to 
act under the orders and control of the Board. 
The solution, I think, is a satisfactory one, and 
I suggest that we accept it without attempting 
now to modify the words. 

M. Falcloni (Italy) : 
Transla#on : I will not press my suggestion 

since Sir Malcolm Delevingne asks me not to 
do so. It seems to me that we cannot vote 
on Article 20 without bringing it into agreement 
with Article 19. That was why I desired to 
lay down that the secretariat of the Central 
Board should form an integral part of the Secre
tariat of the League of Nations. I prefer, 
however, to meet the wishes of Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne: 

Sir. Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I am greatly obliged to the delegate of 

Italy. 

The President : 

Translation : I would like to ask the dele
gate of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes whether his proposal constitutes a · 
formal recommendation, and, if so, I would 
beg him to submit it to me in writing. Or 
would he think it sufficient if the ideas expressed 
by him were mentioned in the record of the 
meeting ? ·. 

M. Yovanovitch (Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes) : 

Translation : I am satisfied if they are men
tioned in the record of the meeting. 

Article 20 was approved on a first reading and 
referred to the Drafting Committee . 

Article 21. 

The text of Article 21 was reacl as follows: 

"The Contracting Parties agree to send 
in annually before December 31st to the 
Permanent Central Board set up under 
Article 19 estimates of the quantities of 
each of the substances covered by the 
Convention to be imported into their 
territory for internal consumption during 
the following year for medical, scientific 
and other purposes. · · 

"These estimates are not to be regarded 
as binding on the Government concerned, 
but will be for the purpose of serving as a . 
guide to the Central Board in the dischargt" 
of its duties. 

"Should circumstances render necessary 
an increase in these quantities in any 
country in the course of the year, such 
country may send revised figures to the 
Central Board." " · 

The President : 

Translation : We have received a proposal 
fr«?m the Swiss delega~ion. with regard to the 
thud paragraph of th1s article. The proposal 
is as follows·: 

"Should circumstances make it necessary 
for any _couJ?-try, in the course of the year, 
to m?dlfy 1ts estimates, the country in 
quesbon shall communicate the revised 
figures to the Central Board." 



I declare the discussion on Article 21 and the 
·amendment submitted by the S11iss delegation 
to be open. . 

:M. Dinichert, delegate· of Switzerland \\ill 
address the Conference. ' 

M. Dinicheri (S11itzerland) : 
Translation; I should simply like to make it 

clear- a point which the members of the Confe
rence must certainly have realised- that we are 
not, st~ctlyspeaking,dealing with a new proposal 
but w1th a question of drafting. This proposal 
'!'e take th? liberty of submitting to the Draft
mg Committee, together with a few others. 
Th~ meaning _of the paragraph we are pro
posmg to you 1s the same as that of the article 
which has already been submitted, but we 
consider that the wording is better. 

The President : 

Translation : M. Chodzko, del~gate of Po
land, will address the Conference. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation ; We raised the question of 

codeine because we thought that, if an exact 
estimate of the quantities provided for in the 
Convention was to be made, it must be recog
nised that the question of ·codeine ought to 
be taken into consideration. In fact, the 
manufacture of codeine requires a larger quan
tity of raw material than that provided for 
in Article 21. I think that this point is covered 
by Article 22, paragraph .x (b), which says : 
"The amount of such substances used for 
the production of other derivatives ... shall 
be separately stated". If this is the case, 
I shall make no objection to Article 20. 

The President : 
· Translation : M. Perrot, delegate'of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : In Sub-Committee F we de

cided to include codeine and other non-narcotic 
substances in the statistics for the use of mor
phine. Morphine being in this case a raw mate
rial, we cannot bring codeine into the article 
on narcotic drugs, but we have asked Sub
Committee F to provide that the quantity of 
cod~ine prepared in factories should be included 
in the statistics· along with the amounts of 

• other non-narcotic substances. 

The President : -Translation : Do any other members wish 
to speak -on Article 21 ? Since no one wishes 
to speak, Article 21 will be referred to the 
Drafting Committee; 

Article :u was adopted on a first reading at1d 
referred to the Drafting CommiUee. 

Article 22. 

The text of Article 22 was read as follows : 
• "1. The Contracting Parties agree to 

send annually to the Central Board, in a 
manner to be prescribed by the Board, 
within three (in the case of paragraph (c), 
five) months after the end of the year, as 
complete and accurate statistics as possible 
relative to the preceding year, showing : 

"(a) The production of raw opium 
and coca leaves; 

"(b) Manufacture of the substances 
covered by Chapte-r III of the present 
Convention and the raw material used 
for such manufacture. The amount of 
such substances used for the production 
of other derivatives not covered by the 
Convention shall be separately stated ;, · 

"(c) Stocks of the substances covered 
by Chapters II and III of the present 
Convention in the hands of wholesalers 
or held by the Government for consump
tion in the country for other than 
Government purposes ; 

"(d) Consumption, other than for 
Government purposes, of the substanres 
covered by Chapters II and Ill of the 
present Convention ; 

"(e) The amounts of each of the11 

substances covered by the present Con
vention which have bt•en confiscated on 
account of illicit import or export ; the ' 
manner in which the confiscated sub
stances have been disposl•d of shall he 
stated, together with such othl•r infor
mation in regard to such confiscation and 
disposal as may be prescribed by the 
regulations of the Board. 
"The statistics referred to in paragraphs 

(a) to (e) above shall be communicated by 
the Central Board to the Contracting 
Parties. 

":z. The Contracting Parties agree to 
forward to the Central Board, in a manner 
to be prescribed by the Board, within four 
weeks after the end of each period of three 
months, the statistics of their imports from 
and exports to each country of each of 
the substances covered by the present 
Convention during the preceding three 
months. These statistics will, in such 
cases as may be prescribed by the Board, be 
sent by telegram, except when the q•mn
tities fall below a minimum amount which 
shall be fixed in the case of each substance 
by the Board. 

"3: In furnishing the statistics in pur
suance of this article, the Governments 

. shall state separately the amounts imported 
or purchased for Government purposes, in 
order to enable the amounts required in 
the country for general medical and scit.l\t
ti fie purposes to be ascertained. It shall 
not be Within the com~tence of the Central 
Board to question or to express any opi
nion on. the amounts imported or purchased 
for Government purposes or the use • 
thereof. 

"4· For the purposes of this article, 
substances which are held, imported or 
purchased by the Government for eventual 
sale are not regarded as held, imported or 
purchased for Government purposes." 

The President : 
Translation : In respect of Article · 22, we 

have a proposal from the Swis~ delegation which 
it seems to me might be referred to the Draft
ing Committee, as it does not appear to involve 
any question of principle. 

The text of the Swiss proposal is as follows : 

"The Contracting Parties agree to send 
to the Central Board, in a manner to be 

" 
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prescribed by the Board, within three (in 
the case of paragraph (c), five) months 
after the end of the year, as comple~e and 
accurate statistics as possible relative to 
the preceding year, showing : 

"(a) The production of raw opium 
and coca leaves; 

"(b) The manufacture of the sub
stances covered by Cha.pter III of t~e 
present Convention and the raw matenal 
used for such manufacture ; the quan
tities of raw materials used in the pro
duction of other derivatives not covered 
by the Convention shall be separately 
stated." 
"Place at the end of Article 22 the para

graph or sub-section worded as follows: 'The 
statistics referred to in paragraphs (a), · 
(b), (c), (d) and (e) shall be communica!ed 
by the Central Board to the Contractmg 
Parties', and word it thus : 

"• "The statistics referred to in sub-sec
tions I, 2, and 3 shall be communica!ed 
by the Central Board to the Contractmg 
Parties" '. " 

Further, we have a proposal from the Egyp
tian delegation to replace the words "after the 
end of.each period of three months" in para
graph 2 by the words "after the end of each 
half-year". 

Article 22, together with the two amend-
·ments, is open for discussion. · 

M. El Guindy, delegate of Egypt, will address 
the Conference. 

M. El Qulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I submitted the above amend

ment because I found, during conversations 
with several of our colleagues, that many of 
them thought it would be difficult to supply 
figures quarterly. The difficulty lies not in the 
statistics themselves but in the question of the 
staff which would be necessary to prepare the 
statistics. I believe, moreover, that the result 
would be the same if we only compiled the 
statistics every .six months. 

The Prealden\ : 
Translation : M. Kircher, delegate of 

France, will address the Conference. 
• 
M. Kircher (France) : 
Translation : Under Article 22, all the 

Contracting Powers are obliged to supply quar
terly statistics of their imports and exports of 

_ . all the substances covered by the Convention. 
The Egyptian delegate has just brought up a 
question which has already been considered at 
length in the Sub-Committees, namely: that of 
the periods which should elapse between the 
rendering of these statistics. We are of opinion 
that to supply these statistics quarterly is a very 
heavy task and altogether out of proportion to 

'the results that are hoped from it. We there
fore support the proposal made by the Egyptian 
delegation that the Powers should only be 
obliged to supply these statistics every six 
months. We even think that annual statistics 
would be quite sufficient. 

As I said the other day, we must not be satis
fied with words. We must consider from a 
'practical point of view what will be the con
sequence of the measures contained in the 

International Convention. With this object, 
and in order to show clearly what the conse
quences of our decisions would be, I have made · 
a small calculation which I beg to lay before 
you. · . 

For fifteen years I have been the head of the 
Customs and Excise in Indo-China, and I have 
been compiling statistics during the same period. 
I know how much work this task involves, and 
I am also acquainted with the value of the 
information that may be derived from such 
statistics. If you will allow me, we will consider 
the work that all the Powers in the world 
would have to undertake as the result of ha'-:ing 
to supply quarterly statistics of their imports 
and exports, and we will also consid_er what 
results the Board would be able to denve from· 
such statistics. 

We shall then see whether the results 
obtained will be commensurate with the labour 
expended. The subst~n~es that we shall ~ave 
to include in our statistics are the followmg : 
medicinal opium, morphine, cocaine, diacetyl- .. 
morphine, morphine salts, cocaine s~lts, dia~e~yl
morphine salts, raw. c?caine, ecg~mn, med~c~nal 
preparations contammg morphme, medtcmal 
preparations containing cocaine and medicinal 
preparations containing diacetylmorphine. Yes
terday we added two new substances : Indian 
hemp and certain resins, In my calculations 
I did not take these two substances into account ; 
if we add them to the twelve which I have just 
enumerated, we get fourteen substances. But 
to make my calculations easier I will only base 
them on twelve. 

Under one of the paragraphs of Article 22, 
the States must divide the figures they supply 
into two categories : (I) the quantities needed 
in the country for the whole requirements 
of medicine; and (2) the quantities imported or 
purchased for Government purposes. We have 
therefore not twelve products to consider but 
twenty-four, since each of these twelve is to 
be divided into two : one for State purposes 
and the other for the requirements of the public. 
Moreover, we are obliged to supply these figures 
both in respect of imports and of exports. 

In respect of imports, we have to give 
figures for all countries of the world, and the 
same for exports, for we may import from any 
part of the world and also export to any part 
of the world.. If we take into account the fact 
that there are about sixty nations and about 
seventy-five colonies, we shall have to put 
down one hundred and thirty-five countries in 
respect of imports and exports - altogether 
two hundred and seventy sets of figures. If 
I multiply this figure of 270 by the 24 substances 
with which we have to deal, I find that every 
three months I shall have to supply you with 
6,480 items of information. 

If we go a little further and examine the work 
of the Board, we find that, when it has received 
the 6,480 items for every country of the world, 
it wilr have a total of 388,8oo quarterly returns, 
including, first, the name of the substance ; 
secondly, the nature of the consignment -
i.e. whether import or export ; thirdly, the 
country receiving or exporting the consignment ; 
and, fourthly, the figures for the trade in these 
substances. That means 388,8oo · entries to 
examine. Such would be the work of the Board, 
and really it is stupendous. I know that 
among these 388,8oo sets of figures there will 
be some where the return will be "nil". But 
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the work for the Board would be there all the 
same. 

We have been asked to send in this informa
tion by telegram. That would be a little 
dangerous. 388,8oo items to be sent by tele
gram every three months I All the telegraph 
lines and even the wireless services would not 
be sufficient. 

What would be the practical result of the 
. en~rmous work of e~amining these figures 

which would fall on this Office ? What is the 
object in view ? It is to enable the Board to 
locate any danger immediately and to inter
vene as soon as possible. Under the terms of 
Article 24, a great deal of time must elapse 
before any action can be taken. The statistics 
must be received, analysed and studied, and 
a decision taken. When the eight sages who 
are going to constitute the Board have carefully 
examined the matter, and when they have 
decided that in such-and-such a State there is 
excessive production, when they have taken a 
decision and written to the country in question 
to ask for explanations, when the country has 
given those explanations - which will take 
some time, because no time-limit is laid down 
for its reply - then the Board will examin~ 
the reply. And during all that time the traffic 

· will go on. I have made a ·little calculation 
which I will not read to you, but I estimate that 
the work of the Board will only be completed 
eleven or twelve months after the expiration 
of the three-months period. 

I do not think that it is necessary to impose 
such a large amount of work on the Board and 
on the whole world in order to arrive at so 
belated a result. I think that it would be 
reasonable only to ask for statistics from the 
whole world every six months, and only to 
impose every six months on . the Board the 
work of analysis of the 388,8oo items with which 
we are going to supply them. 

The President : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire): 
. This amendment takes me completely by 

surprise. It strikes at the very root of the 
scheme contained in Chapter VI. That scheme 
was the result of long discussions which began 
as far back as February or March of last year, 
which were continued through the summer and 
were finally resumed in Sub-Committee A of 
this Conference. Scheme· after scheme was 
brought forward and considered, and, in defe
rence to the strong objections taken by cer
tain countries, abandoned. Finally, in Sub
Committee· A the scheme which is now before 
the Conference was worked out by agreement 
between all the parties concerned and sub'!litted 
to the plenary Conference as a unammous 
document. 

Schemes for the limitation of manufacture, 
schemes for control of imports and exports, were 
successively abandoned, and we have come 
down to a scheme for watching, for supervising, 
the course of international trade in these sub
stances, and for nothing more. 

When the scheme was first brought ~orward, 
it was suggested that these statistics of imports 
and exports should be made monthly. A long 
discussion took place in Sub-Committee A on 

that point. The representatives ot one or 
two delegations, including the representative 
of France, desired to make them annual. Th}t 
could not be accepted by- I think I am right 
in saying - the majority of the delegations 
represented on the Sub-Committee. Finally, 
a compromise was effected, and accepted by. 
the French delegate, that the statistics should 
be rendered quarterly. It is with extreme 
surprise that I listened to the speech of l\1. 
Kircher, because. in effect it advocates the 
abandonment of the compromise which was 
reached and whieh was accepted, as we all 
understood, by the French delegation. 

Why do we lay so much stress on these sta
tistics being rendered quarterly ? The point 
is this : the sole purpose for which this 
Board is to be created is to watch the course of 
the international traffic, to see where thes«> • 
drugs are going, and, in cases where excessive 
quantities are being sent to a particular country 
or a particular plal~e and that country or place o 
is likely to become a centre of illicit traffil', the 
Board should be able to take action, first by 
enquiry from the country concerned, and then, 
if the explanations are unsatisfactory, by making 
a recommendation to the exporting countries to 
stop their exports. 

I think the Conference will agree with me 
that the Board can only discharge that duty 
if it receives these statistics of imports and 
exports at fairly frequent intervals. · It is 
of little use for the Central Board to receive 
these statistics only twice a year. By that 
time the whole of the damage may have been 
done; large quantities of the drugs may have 
been imported to a rarticular place, and the 
Board will only hear o it six, five or four months 
after the import has been · effected. It will 
then be powerless to take any action which will 
be of real value. • 

It is true that, even with quarterly statistics, 
there may be some delay. We have had to 
make that concession in order to secure the 
consent of the countries which desired a longer 
period. But, if there may be some delay with 
quarterly statistics, the delay which would 
take place with six-monthly statistics would be 
very much greater. M.' Kircher dwelt on th1~ 
delay that would necessarily elapse, but docs 
he improve the situation by extending the 
period over which statistics are to be furnished ? 
It makes that situation, on the contrary, ~ry 
much worse. 

I do not want to say very much regarding the 
figures - the rather fanciful figures, if I may 
say so -that M. Kircher has submitted to the 
Conference. M. Kircher claims to have had 
experience with statistics. I mig~t make ~lie 
same claim. I know that the picture whtch 
M. Kircher bas drawn of the probable results 
of this scheme is painted in very violent colours. 
I cannot imagine that Indo-China would have 
388,8oo separate items to report _every quarter 
to the Central Board. I am qmte sure Great 
Britain will not, and if Great Britain will not> 
I do not think it is likelv that Indo-China will. 

If we examine 1\1. Kirc-her's train of argument 
closely, it really amounts to this: that the 
Central Board, on any showing, will be quite 
useless, and, as it will be quite useless, why 
not give the countries concerned as little 
trouble as possible ?" That is a possible view,· 
but if you believe that, why vote for the Cen
tral Board at all ? If there is to be a Central 
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Board, if it is to be entrusted with the task of 
watching the course of the international traffic, 
i( it is to be put in a position in which it can 
really discharge its duties and keep its finger, 
as it were, on the pulse of this trade, it must be 
furnished with the materials to enable it to do so. 

-It must have those materials at as frequent 
intervals as possible. If the materials are 
only given to it months after an event has taken 
place, there might as well be no Central Board 
at all. 

I appeal most strongly to the Conference to 
maintain the compromise which was worked out 
with much trouble and after long discussions 
in Sub-Committee A, which was submitted by 
Sub-Committee A to this Conference with una
nimity, and which we believe (though it. does 
not fulfil the expectations which were enter-

' rtained at the time this Conference was sum
moned) does provide a seed from which valuable 
work may grow. (Applause.) 

( . 
The Preeldent : 
Translation : M. de Myttenaere, delegate 

of Belgium, will address the Conference. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Tra11slation : I agree with what Sir Malcolm 

Delevingne has just said. As far as the Egyptian 
proposal is concerned, I beg to remark that the 
collection of statistics of exports and imports 
cannot give rise to any difficulty. 

In Belgium we use the following system, 
which has proved satisfactory : we give per
sons authorised to traffic in drugs a stock of 
forms. When requesting authority to import 
or export, the trader sends us the necessary 
number of forms. Two forms, as a rule, are 
sufficient ; one goes into our files and the 
other is handed to the person concerned. 
When the moment comes to prepare statistics, 
we should take, on the one hand, the import 
forms and, on the other, the export forms, and 
in half a day the statistics could be ready. 
Our system is therefore a very practical one. 

If anvone wished to handle the figures as 
M. Kirc.her dQes, they could be made to say 
a good many things that will never be realised 
in practice. I propose to the Conference that 
we should begin with quarterly statistics. If 
we find that the work is impossible, we could 
always . decide that they should be supplied 
ewry s1x months. 

The Preeldent : 

Translation : M. Kircher, delegate of France 
will address the Conference. . ' 

· M. Kircher (France) : 
Translation: I intervened in this question for 

the very reason that I desire the Central Board 
to. be a serious body, doing useful work; other
Wise, I should not have gone back to a question 
wh!ch ~as considered by a Sub-Committee 

. ~h1c~ ~1d me .the honour of asking me to 
giVe 1t mformatlon as to the manner in which 
we prepared our statistics, the time required 
for ;;u~h work and the time required to send 
stahshcs from the Far East to Geneva. 

I do. not wish it to be said that the Central 
Board 1s a. m~untain giving birth to a mouse, 
a.n~ I mamtam that, when making the cri
ticism th~t I i.ust now laid before the Conference, 
I was act1~g m the best interests of the Central 
Board. \\hat we are really concerned with -

is the results which we shall obtain. Will they 
actually be commensurate with the enormous 
labour which we are going to demand from the 
whole world and from the Central Board ? 
I do not think so. No argument has been 
brought forward to show that they will. 

The work involved in supplying statistic.s 
to the Central Board is more complicated than 
the Belgian delegate thinks, for 1 should need 
more than half a day to prepare the statistics _ 
for Indo-China, and 1 know the enormous 
labour required by the preparation of statistics 
of imports and exports through Customs offices. 

I should like to correct a small mistake made 
by Sir Malcolm Delevingne. Every country 
would have to supply 6,480 items of information 
and naturally each of the British colonies would 
have to supply as many. This mass of paper 
does not appear to me likely to give the results 
we are seeking. 

I am not raising a question of principle -
far from it. I am asking this Conference to 
consider whether it is really necessary tq impose 
such a large amount of work in order to achieve 
so meagre a result. We must see to it that the 
Board does not make itself ridiculous throughout 
the world by inviting a comparison between 
the work it will perform and the enormous 
labour which these statistics will require and 
the enormous sums they will cost. Should 
the Conference decide in favour of three months, 
we will supply quarterly statistics. I am of 
opinion, however, that half-yearly statistics 
would give us everything we can reasonably 
require from the Board. 

The President : 
Translation : As no one else has asked to 

speak, we will take a vote. · . 
Those in favour of retaining the clause as it 

stands in the draft will please rise. 
(Eleven delegations voted in favour of retaining 

the clause.) · 
Those in favour of the Egyptian delegation's 

amendment will please rise. _ 
(Nine delegations supported the Egyptian 

proposal.) _ 

The President : 

Translation : It is decided by eleven votes to 
nine that the text of the present draft shall be 
retained. 

M. El Guindy, delegate of Egypt, will 
address the Conference. 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : This draft Convention was 

drawn up before the question of Indian hemp 
came before the Conference. I would beg to 
point out that in Article 22 (a) we have : "The 
production of raw opium and coca leaves". I 
propose we should -add the words "and Indian 
hemp". 

The President : 

Tra11slation : Have any members of the 
Conference any remarks to make on the addi
tion which the Egyptian delegate has just 
proposed? 

Mr. \Valton, delegate of India, will address 
the Conference. 

Mr. Walton (India) : 
The difficulty about that proposal is that the 

substance in question is prepared from a plant 
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which grows wild, and there would therefore be 
extreme difficulty· in obtaining the statistics 
required. I would not see so much objection 
to an amendment of the following charactl'r : 
"(a) The .production of raw opium and coca 
leaves and the cultivation of indian hemp". 

· I do not know if that would be agreeable to 
the honourable delegate of Egypt, but the Inrlian 
delegation really sees some difficulty in the actual 
wording of the amendment proposed by him. 

M. El Guindy {Egypt) : 
Translation : I do not think that Indian 

hemp is a plant which grows wild to any greater 
extent than the coca leaf. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Perrot, delegate of :France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France) • 
Translation : I have some remarks of a 

technical nature to make with regard to this 
question. I do not think that Indian hemp 
can be put on the same footing as coca leaves 
and raw opium. Coca leaves, whether in a 
wild state or cultivated, are well known, very 
dearly defined and only used for one purpose : 
the · manufacture . of cocaine. Indian hemp 
is a plant which may be more or less harmful. 
But hemp is cultivated all over the world for 
various purposes, and the delegate of Egypt, 
whom I strongly supported in this question 
of Indian hemp - he must admit that.- will 
perhaps allow me to say that I really do not 
see how ·it would be possible to get statistics 
for this plant from India and Central Asia, which 
are the only regions in which it is produced. 
If he can suggest any solution of this problem, 
. J should be very happy to examine it with 
him, but I do not see how it would be possible 
to amplify paragraph (a) in the way he proposes. 

The President : 
-Translation : We will take a· vote on the 

Egyptian amendment. Would those in favour 
please rise. 

(Twa delegations voted in favour.) 
. The Egyptian amendmtmt was therefore rejected. 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation : I am really surprised that we 

have imposed restrictions on Indian hemp and 
that we are not including it in the statistics 
like the other substances. 

· The President : 
. Translation : Are there any other remarks 
on Article 22 ? 

M. Bourgois, delegate of France, will address 
the Conference. · 

M. Bourgoie (France): 
Translation : The last sentence of para

graph (e) reads as follows : 
"The manner in which the confiscated 

substances have been disposed of shall 
be stated, together with such other infor
mation in regard to such confiscation and 
disposal as may be prescribed by the regu
lations of the Board." 

It should, I think, be worded in a less drastic 
manner. I should like the sentence to read 
as foll.ows : · " The manner in which the 

confiscated substances have been disposed of 
and all other information". 

The President : • 
Translation : I think this should be referred 

to the Drafting Committee. 

M. Bourgole (France) : 
Translation : I agree. 
I have one other remark to make on Article 

22 in respect of the last sentence of paragraph 2. 
1 should like the sentence "except when the 
quantities'fall below a minimum amount which 
shall be fixed in the case of each substance by 
the Board", to be worded in a more elastic 
manner and to be referred to the Drafting 
Committee for that purpose. We cannot, for 
instance, so far as the South. Sea Islands are 
concerned, send telegrams in re~pect ·of every~ , 
amount, large or small ; we might do so for 
very large quantities, but I should like the 
wording of this paragraph to give us a littlo. 1 

more latitude. 
The Preeldent ·: 
Translation : 1\1. Dinicht•rt, delegate of 

Switzerland, will address the Conference. 

M. Dlnlchert (Swit1.crlnnd) : 
Tratrslation : In order to settle our pro· 

posal, I note the fact that it is quite understood 
that the following sentence will appear at the 
end of Article 22 : "The statistics rdcrred to 
under Nos. I, 2 and 3 shall be communicated b;y 
the Central Board to the Contracting Parties' . 

The Preeldent : 
Translalio11 : Sir Malcolm Dclevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will adrlress the 
Conference . 

Sir Mal~olm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I see no objection to the proposal of the 

Swiss delegation that the sentence in question 
should be placed at the end of the article ; 
but I think that we should be quite clear as 
to what is in the mind of the Swi~s delegation 
in making this proposal. 

It was not intended by the Sub-Committee 
that these quarterly statistics should be com
municated immediately to all the Contracting 
Parties. On the contrary, a very strong opinion 
was expressed - in particular by the dell'.
gation of Japan - that these quarterly s-ta
tistics might contain very valuable information 
which ought not to be divulged to the prejudice 
of the countries that furnished the statistics. 
I think that we have inserted in this chapter 
a special provision to that effect. 

If the intention of the Swiss amendment is to 
make those statistics immediately available to all 
the Contracting Parties, I think the Conference 
ought not to accept it ; but if the intention 
is merely that the statistics of import and 
export should, in due time, when any danger 
of their bein~ used to the prejudice of the coun
tries furnishmg them has disappeared, be made' 
available, then I see no objection to it. The 
Central Board would, I think, in the ordinary 
course in their annual report, furnish informa
tion as to the exports and imports during the 
preceding year. 

I should like to be quite clear about that ; 
if it was what M. Dinichert intended, I think 
the Drafting Committee could quite well accept 
his proposal. 
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The Preeldent 
Trans/atio11 : M. Dinichert, delegate of 

Switzerland, will address the Conference. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation: I· must admit that I am greatly 

surprised by the objections which I have just 
heard. We thought that the idea of the scheme 
was that the statistics - whatever be their 
nature -supplied to the Central Board should 
be communicated to the Governments. Natu
rally. a distinction may be mad~ between 
these statistics -that is to say, that some may 
be regarded as being of a more or less confiden
tial nature so far as the Government are con
cerned. I am disagreeably surprised by the 
speech I have just heard, which raised a num
ber of objections that I had not foreseen. 

• Should these quarterly statistics be of such . 
a nature that, if brought to the notice of Govern
ments, or if actually published, they reveal 
economic and commercial relations which. it 
might be advisable to conceal, an entirely new 
question is raised. This is the first time that 
I have heard it stated that these~ quarterly statis
tic;s, as compared with half-yearly or yearly 
statistics, would be liable to give special infor
mation with regard to commercial relations. 
I · would ask Sir Malcolm Delevingne to tell 
me how he thinks the Governments will supply 
these statistics, if they are to be supplied, in 
such a way as not to infringe the secrecy' which 
each Government is entitled to observe with 
r~gard to such relations. This has never 
been considered. If it should be so, the Confe
rence is faced with the question whether we are 
in a position to assume such an obligation on 
behalf of .our Governments. As regards the 
confidential character of the statistics, I think 
we should be given more definite information 
if we are to supply them in such a way that they 
cannot be published. 

Our idea was the following : We. desire to 
be in a .pos!tion to _carry out as fully as possible 
the obhgahons w~1ch we are assuming and will 
assume under Arhcle 24. I am of the opinion 
that whe':' we receive the reports of the Central 
Board w1th regard to the action which the 
Board may think fit to take in respect of this 
or that country, and when the Board invites 
us to participate in what one may call - to 
use rather a strong term- blockade or boycott, 
w!! shall require these statistics. When I am 
requested to give explanations, is the basis of 
the information which has led the Central 
Board to make that request to be· withheld from 
me? ' 

I have no hesitation in saying that, if I had 
no access to the statistics supplied to the Board 
b_Y the Governments, I should not be in a posi
ho~ to fulfil th~ undertaking provided for in 
Article 24. I, m my turn, would beg Sir 
1\lalcolm. Delevingne to reconsider the reasons 
be ~as g1ven _for n?t communicating the infor-

< maho~. Tlus pomt makes it necessary to 
· recon~1der what we had hitherto intended to 

estabhsh. 

The President : 

Translation : . . Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele
gate of the Bnhsh Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I think that perhaps there is a little 

misunderstanding between us. I did not 
suggest that in those circumstances the Board 
would not be able .to publish the information 
that was necessary to the Governments to take 
a decision in a particular case. 

All that I meant to say was tliis: These 
quarterly statistics of imports and exports 
will show the course of trading between one 
country and another. It might be that if 
they were published immediately by the Cen- · 
tral Board they would furnish useful informa
tion either for speculators -· . a point on. which 
I think, the French delegation has laid consi~ 
derable stress - or to competitors in the same 
line of business in other countries. ·That we 
do not want. 

I quite agree with M. Dinichert, however 
that, should a case arise in which the Board 
would have to act under Article 24 and to make 
a recommendation, it is necessary that the infor
mation should be made public. In fact, Article 
24 provides for a report to be made by the Board · 
and distributed to all the Governments, and 
that report will, of course, contain the informa
tion necessary to enable the Governments to 
arrive at a decision. 
. ~he primary purpose of these quarterly sta~ 

hshcs 1s to enable the course of the interna
tional traffic to be followed. Except in cases 

. which might arise under Article 24, it is not 
necessary that those statistics should be imme
diately communicated to the . Governments 
concerned ; but, should a case arise unde'r 
Article 24, then I entirely agree with M. Dini
chert that the full information will have to be 
communicated in the report of· the Central 
Board so that the Governments concerned might 
be in a position to take a proper decision ; 
that, I think, is sufficiently provided for by 
the text of Article 24. 

If M. Dinichert· will look at Article 27 he 
will find the provision which was inserted by 
the Sub-Committee to meet the point raised by 
the French and Japanese delegations, and I 
think that that text does not go further than 
is reasonably necessary. · I do not think that 
there is really any difference of opinion between 
us. Perhaps in those circumstances he will 
not press his point. 

The President : 
' 

Translation : M. Dinichert, delegate of 
Switzerland, 'will address the Conference. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I shall only make a few more 

brief remarks now, since, when we have the 
second reading, we shall have an opportunity 
of once more taking up this subject after having 
carefully considered the observations which 
have been made to-day. 

Under Article 27, it is understood that the 
Board shall take all necessary measures to · 
prevent the information at its disposal from 
being published or brought to the knowledge 
of spe~ulators who might make an improper 
use of 1t. Now I was referring only to commu
nications of a confidential nature, to be made 
to Governments, as I expressly said, in order 
to ~nable t~1em to comply fully with the obli
gations wluch they are assuming. We may, 
perhaps, have an oppo.rtunityof considering this 
queshon when we d1scuss the articles which 
follow. 

To return, howeyer, to an idea which I 
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expressed just now,- I ·would like to tl'll Sir 
Malcolm Delevingne frankly that I see a 
real danger in requiring Governments to supply 
regularly statistics which, from a commercial 
point of view, would certainly be of a confidential 
nature. -Should such be the case, the Central 

_ Board would have to assume a very heavy 
responsibility in respect of the statistics sup
plied to it. Here and now I make the most 
explicit reservation regarding the carrying
out of this undertaking by my Government, 
should the statistics required from us be of a 
confidential nature and should it be possible 
for them thus to pass into the possession of 
persons not entitled to receive them. If 
I am to supply statistics which the Conference 
regards as confidential, I make the most formal 
reservations possible, I repeat, with regard to 
continuing to carry out that undertaking the 
moment it is seen to be attended with the 
disadvantages referred to. 

I desire that this very explicit declaration 
should be noted in the record of the meeting. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Sugimura, delegate of 

Japan, will address the Conference. 

M, Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : We are really agreed in prin

ciple. You are in a favourable position in the 
centre of Europe. It is quite easy for you to 
take cognisance of these statistics. Our position 
is a different one. If, however, there are no 
abuses, it does not matter. I ask for guarantees 
only in the case of abuses. So long as there are 
none we are quite prepared to put up with the 
disadvantage of distance. _ 

Should there be any improper practices, 
we are quite agreed that they should be 
suppressed. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I am most grateful to M. 

Sugimura for having given me such whole
hearted support. 

The President ; . 
Translation : M. Dinichert said that he 

- intended to raise this question op the second 
reading. Should he desire once more to take 
up the question of principle, I would ask him 
if possible to do so now - that is to say, on the 
first reading. 

• 
M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I am glad, Sir, to be able to 

give you satisfaction. So long as my very 
explicit declarations meet with no opposition, 
I shall regard the matter as closed. 

Article 22 was adopted on a first reading and 
referred to the Drafting Committee. 

Article 23. 

The text of Article 23 was read as follows : 
- "In order to complete the information 

of the Board as to the disposal of the world's 
supply of raw opium, the Governments of 
the countries where the use of prepared 
opium is temporarily authorised shall, in 
a manner to be prescribed by the Board, 
in addition to the statistics provided for 
in Article 22, forward annually to the Board, 

within three months after the end of the 
year, as complete and accurate statistics 
as possible relative to the preceding yel),r 
showing : 

"(I) The manufacture of prepared 
opium and the raw material used for 
such manufacture ; 

"(z) The consumption of prcpared 
opium. 

"It is understood that it shall not be 
within- the competence of the Board to 
question or to exprcss any opinion upon 
these statistics, and that the provisions 
of Article 24 are not applicable to the mat
ters dealt with in this article, except in 
cases where 'the Board may find that illicit 
international transactions are taking place 
on an appreciable scale."· " , 

The Preelden\ 1 

Translatiort : Docs anyone wish to speak > 
on Article 23 ? · · 

Since no one wishes to speak, I declare Article 
23 adopted. 

Article 23 was adopted on a first reading 
without discussiort and referred to the Drafti"g 
Committee. 

A rlicle 24. 

The text of Article 24 was read as follows 

"I. The Central Board shall conti
nuously watch the course of the interna
tional trade. If the information at its 
disposal leads the Board to conclude that 
excessive quantities of any substance cove
red by the present Convention are accu
mulating in any country, the Board shall 
have the right to ask, through the Secre
tary-General of the League, for expla
nations from the country in question. 

"2. If no explanation is given' within a 
reasonable time or the explanation is 
unsatisfactory, the Central Board shall 
have the right to call the attention of the 
Governments of all the Contracting Par· 
ties and of the Council of the League of 
Nations to the matter, and to recommend 
that no further exports of the substances 
covered by the present Convention or 
any of them shall be made to the country 
concerned until the Board reports ttht 
it is satisfied as to the situation in that 
country in regard to the said substances. 
The Board shall at the same time notify 
the Government of the country concerned 
of the action taken by it. The· country, and 
any country which exports the su~stances 
in question to it, shall be entatled to 
appeal to the Council of the League again~t 
any decision of the Board under thas 
paragraph. 

"3· If any Government is not prepared 
to act on the recommendation of the Centra~ 
Board, it shall immediately inform the 
Board, explaining, if possible, why it is 
not prepared to do so. 

"4. The Central Board shall have the 
right to publish a report on the matter and 
communicate it to the Council, which shall 
thereupon forward it to the Governments of 
all the Contracting Parties. 

"5· If in any case the decision of the 

-II 



Central Board is not unanimous, the views 
of the minority shall also be stated. 

"6. Any country shall be entitled to 
be represented at a meeting of the Centr<_tl 
Board . at which a question under this 
Articl~ directly interesting it is considered." 

The President : 
Tra11slation : The Spanish delegation pro

poses that paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Article 
should be deleted. 

The same delegation also proposes another 
amendment to the wording of paragraph 6, 
which reads as follows : 

"Any contracting party which is not 
represented on the Central Board shall 
be invited to send a representative to 
sit on the Board when a: question specially 

o interesting it is brought before the 
Committee." 

I call upon 1\f. de Palacios, delegate of 
Spain, to speak. 

M. Palacloe (Spain) : 
Translation : I think that, when bringing 

forward my two amendments, I might be 
allowed to ask one question of the Rapporteur 
with regard to the following passage at the. end 
of paragraph 2 of this article: "shall be entitled 
to appeal to the Council of the Le~gue", 

I should like to know whether tlus appeal has 
a suspensory effect - that is to say, whether 
the recomlnendation and the action taken by 
the Board remain in suspense so long as the 
Council of the League of Nations has not come 
to a decision on the matter. 

The President : · 
Translation·: Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) 
I do not· think the point really arises. The 

decision of the Board is, after all, not a 
binding decision of a court of law but merely a 
recommendation. I do not quite see how 
you can suspend a recommendation. The 
recommendation would be made to all the 
Governments concerned, with the necessary 
information, and it rests with the Governments 
concerned to decide whether they will art • • upon 1t or not. · 

Should the country concerned appeal to the 
Council of the League, that is a matter which 
the other Governments can take into account or 
not, as they please. If it were a very flagrant 
case of the accumulation of stocks for, appa
rently, illicit purposes, I imagine most Govern~ 
ments would decide to act on the recommen
dation pending a decision by the Council to the 
contrary, but it is entirely for each Government 
to decide for itself. 

l may point out that if it were laid down in 
the article that the recommendation was to be 

'regarded as suspended during the appeal to 
the Council, a very long delay might take 
place - a delay of, possibly, weeks or even 
months - during which further consignments 
of these drugs might be sent to the country in 
questioa . 

. It seems to me very important, therefore, to 
leave the mattrr as it stands. The Board 
will make its recommendation, and the ·recom
mendation will be communicated to the 

Governments with the facts on which it isbas~d. 
It will rest with each Government to dec1de 
whether it willitake action on the recommenda
tion or not. Should there be an app~al to the 

. Council, that will be a fac~ wh1ch . each 
Government is entitled to t~ke mto c.on~Idera
tion; but it should not, I thmk, be_ bmdmg on 
the Governments to suspend action on the 
recommendation of the Board should they not 
desire. to do so. 

I can hardly think that t~is is the intention of 
the Spanish delegate, but It seems to me that 
it would be better to leave the text as it is, 
because, as I said at the beginning, this is 
a purely voluntary matter_ for ~ach Gover!Iment 
to act in whatever way 1t thmks best m ~he 
light of the circumstances revealed by the action 
of the Board. 

The President : 
Translation: M. Bourgois, delegate of France, 

will address the Conft'rence. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : I myself actually intended to · 

propose a small amendment to this passage. 
I think that the difficulty comes from the fact 
that words "entitled to appeal" do not quite 
meet the. case. I should prdt'r to replace 
them by "shall be entitled to bring th~ question 
before the Council". 

I would suggest that, in the previous 
sentence instead of saying "the action taken by 
it", we ~hould say "the recommendation that 
it has made". 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British E'!;~pire) : 
I am quite prepared to accept these two 

modifications. 

The President : 
Translation: M. de Palacios, delegate of Spain, 

will address the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain): 
Translation : I thank the Rapporteur for 

his reply to my question. . . 
Since States are free to take achon or not 

on the recommendation of the Central Board, 
and since they will take into account the fact 
that the question has been brought before th~ 
Council, it would be advisable to say that, when 
a State brings the question before the Council, 
all the signatory States will be advised of the 
fact: 

The President 
Translation : Is that a new amendment ? 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : It is an idea suggested by 

the discussion. The Drafting Committee might 
take up that suggestion. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I think that had better be considered in the 

Drafting Committee. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : These are. the explanations 

that I think I can give with regard to the first 
amendment I have submitted·, namely, that 
paragraphs 3 and 4 should be deleted.. . 

Originally, paragraph 2 was drafted without 
the last idea that is raised in the present 
wording. No appeal to the Council was provided 
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for, so that it was only a question of a recom
mendation made by the Central Board. At 
that moment I found the paragraph which 
follows quite natural, namely: "If any Govern
ment is not prepared to act on the recommen
dation of the Central Board, it shall imme
diately inform the Board, explaining, if possible, 
why it is not prepared to do so". 

That was an appeal to the Board itself. 
Once an appeal to the Council is provided for, 
I do not see the use of retaining this paragraph. 
I do not understand why a State appealing to 
the Council should simultaneously give expla
nations to the Central Board. 

One of our honourable colleagues was so 
good as to explain to me that the position was 
not what I had thought, and that it was not 
intended to delete paragraph 3· He told me 
that paragraph 3 referred to an appeal to the 
Central Board when a Government, having 
accepted a recommendation, was not prepared 
to carry it out. I think that is a somewhat 
curious situation ; but, should the Conference 
admit that such a situation is possible, I will 
not object to retaining paragraph 3, provided 
that the wording of the text clearly lays down 
that this refers to a case in which a State does 
not take action on a recommendation that it 
has adopted. 

M. Bourgoie (France) :· 
Translation : I agree with the delegate for 

Spain. The wording is very obscure, and its 
vagueness comes from the very fact that para
graph 2 was altered in order to add the appeal 
to the Council. Paragraph 3 is not easy to 
understand. 

The President : 
Translation : M. van Wettum, delegate of 

the Netherlands, will address the Conference. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
. It seems to me that paragraphs 2 and 3 

refer to different points. Paragraph 2 provides 
for the case of a country which does not agree 
with the recommendation of the Board; it 
may then refer the question to the Council. 
Paragraph 3 provides for the case of a country 
which, although not objecting to a recommen
dation of the Board, is not prepared to act on 
that recommendation. 

It will avoid all obscurity and meet the 
point raised by the delegate of Spain if, in 
paragraph 3, after the words "if any Govern
ment" we inserted the words "though accept
ing the recommendation as such". Then it 
would read : . "If any Government, though 
accepting the recommendation as such, is not 
prepared to act on the recommendation of 
the Central Board", etc. 

M. Bourgoie (France) : 
Transiation : I continue to share tlie opinion 

of the Spanish delegate." This is a very c~rio~s 
position for a Government. · The queshon IS 

still obscure, and I should be very glad to see 
it referred to the .Drafting Committee. M. de 
Palacios and M. van Wettum might attend the 
meeting at which the final wording is discussed. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
The question before us is one of principle. 

I could not accept the article without that 
paragraph. 

The President : 
Trowslt~lion : Sir )lakolm Dt>Je,;ngne, ddu

gate of the British Empire, will addrt'ss tht• 
Confl.'rence. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire} : 
I think the Conference is in a little danger of 

losing itself in subtletit>s. It is possible - in 
fact, it is probable - that the wording is not 
as clear as it might be, but the position is not 
quite so obscure as I think it has been repre
sented by one or two of the ddt•gates who 
ha\'e spoken. 

A _recommendation is made by the Board 
and sent to the Governments. A Government 
may decide to act upon it, and then no furtht·r 
question arises. On the other hand, a Gowrn
ment may think the recomnwndation is wrong."-. 
In that case it can follow one of two coursrs : 
it can either bring the matter bdore the Coundl 
and ask the Council to go into the qurstion 
further, or it can, as an alfcrnative, without 
referring it back to the Council, simply take 
a decision itsrlf that it will not net upon the 
recommendation. • 

I cannot undl•rstand the position of a Govern
ment -to take the case which M. van Wcttum 
has imagined- which accepts a recommendation 
and declines to act upon it. The two things 
seem to me to be quite inconsistrnt one with 
the other. If the Govt>rnmcnt a•·cepts the 
recommendation, of course it arts upon it. It 
is only when it docs not accept the rccommcnda
tior:J that it refuses to act upon it. 

I hope the explanation whil:h I have given 
will make the point clear. A Government which 
objects to a recommendation made by the 
Board, which thinks it wrong, or perhaps not 
universally-wrong but not applicable to its own 
case, can either bring the matter to the notice 
of the Council or, on its own motion, it can 
decide that it will not act upon it. In the latter 
case, paragraph 3 of this article requires that 
Government to inform the Central Board of 
its decision not to act upon the recommendation, 
and if possible to explain its reasons. The 
wording of these tw~ articles can be revise? .bY 
the Drafting Comm1ttce to make the pos1hon 
quite clear, but I, like .M. van Wcttum, regard 
paragraph 3 as very valuable, and I should b~;! 
very sorry to see it suppressed. 1 

The President : 
Translatiotj : 1\1. de Palacios, del<·gatc of 

Spain, will address the Conference. 

M. de Palacio• (Spain) : 
Translation : I sec that 111. Bourgois and 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne agree with my views 
as regards the position of a Govern~cnt .which, 
having accepted ~ recommen~ahon, IS ~ot 
disposed ~o carry 1t out. ~ut 1_f a delcgat!on 
is of opimon that such a s1tuat10n may anse, 
the Conference should take a decision on the_ 
question. If the Conference recognises the' 
possibility of such a situation, I will agree to 
paragraph 3 as amended by the Netherlands 
delegation, but if the Conference does not 
accept the possibility of such a situation I do 
not see the use of paragraph 3· 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne has just told us that, 
when the Central Board makes a recommen
dation and the Government accepts it, the 
matter is finished. But if the Government 
does not accept it and appeals to the Council, 
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the matter is also settled. If, however, the 
question is brought before the Council, I do 
not see why the Government should contin~e 
negotiations with the Central Board.· That IS 

the point. . . 
If we desire to leave the two alternatives, 

the wording should be clear, and we should say 
"that any State shall be entitle? ~o appea.l to 
the Council of the League of Nahons agamst 
any decision of the Board under this article, or 
simply to· inform the Central Board a?d t.o 
supply, if possible, the reasons for wh1ch 1t 
does not consider that it is able to take such 
action". That is to say, that we lay down 
cle'arly the alternative methods that may he 
followed. 

• Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
What I said was that if the Government does 

not accept the recom'!lendatio~ it has t":o 
, alternative courses : 1t can either take 1t 

before the Council or, on its own motion, it 
can refuse to· act upon it. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
It seems to me that Sir Malcolm Delevingne 

has not explained the case dealt with in para, 
graph 2. There are not two alterna!ive courses. 
It is possible that a recommendation may be 
made which a country cannot accept because 
it sees that the recommendation would do no 
real good. Under paragraph 3, however, a 
recommendation may he made which is all right, 
but which, for political reasons or others, which 
perhaps cannot be explained to the Council, 
could not be put into effect by the country 
concerned is. This quite a different case. To 
meet that case the words "if possible" have 
been added, That addition was made on my 
suggestion. · 

M. Bourgola (France) : 
Translation : I understoou paragrapn 3 to 

have . the meaning given it by Sir Malcolm 
Delevingne and also by· the delegate of Spain. 
I see that .some of our number have a third 
possibility in mind. I think, therefore, that 
we might word this paragraph more clearly by 
taking account of the third possibility. Our 
two colleagues. might attend the Drafting Com
!'Ilittee, and we s~ould then be in a position to 
s'tbmit a clear text to the Conference, which 
could decide on it. 

The President. : 
Translation : Does the Rapporteur desire 

to give his opinion ? 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
1 think the matter ougnt to be referred to the 

Drafting Committee to make the sense clear. 

The President. : 
1'ranslation ,.- We will now take the other 

amendment proposed by the Spanish delegate 
• with regard to the wording of paragraph 6. 

1\1. de Palacios, delegate of Spain, will address 
the Conference. · 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
· Tr~nslalion : The amendment to paragraph 
6 wh1c~ I. have submitted is one .of drafting 
o_nly ; . 1t 1s, however, of some importance, 
smce 1t f?llows ~h~ very wording of the Cove
nant. \\hen a s1mllar case arises in the Council 
the Covenant says : . ' 

"Any Member of the League not repre
sented on the Council shall be invited to 
send a representative to sit as a member at 
any meeting of the Council .during the 
consideration of matters specially affect
ing the interests of that Member of the 
L .. eague. 

The draft Convention says that in such cases : 
"Any country shall be entitled to be 

represented at a meeting of the Central 
Board at which a question under this article 
directly interesting it is considered." 

At first sight, this seems to m~an the. same 
thing. Nevertheless, the wordmg wh1ch I 
propose agrees with that of the <:ovena!lt and 
gives a better guarantee to countnes wh1ch are 
not represented on the Central Board, for, 
according to my proposal, the· Central Board 
must invite these countries when a question · 
which particularly interests them is being 
considered. 

In the wording which we have before us, 
this representation is optional, and the State 
concerned can even decide not· to avail itself 
of this opportunity ; there is no obligation on 
the part of the Central Board to notify the coun
try interested. x· desire that the guarantee 
should be a more effective one, and, since we 
have the Covenant as a precedent, I urge that 
my new wording be adopted. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
If, as I understand it, the proposal of the 

Spanish delegation is to substitute the word 
"invited" for "entitled'.', I have no objection 
at all, subject to the views of the Drafting 
Committee. 

The President : 
Translation : Article 24 is adopted subject 

to the reservation. 
Article 24 was adopted on a first reading anrl 

'referred to the Drafting Committee. 

Article 25. 

The text of Article 25 was read as follows ~ 

"It shall be the friendly right of any of 
the Contracting Parties to draw the atten
tion of the Board to any matter which 
appears to it to require investigation, pro
vided that this Article shall not be con
strued as in any way extending the powers 
of the Board." 

The President 
Translation : Does anyone :Wish to speak 

on this article ? 
If no one wishes to speak, I declare the article 

adopted. . 
Article 25 was adopted on a first reading 

without discussion a11d referred to the Drafting 
Committee. · 

Article 26. 

The text of Article 26 was read as follows : 
"In the case of a country. which is not 

a party to the present Convention, the 
Central Board may take the same measures 
as are specified in Article 24, if the infor
mation at the disposal of the Board leads 
it to conclude that there is a danger of 
the country becoming a centre of the illicit 
traffic ; in that case the Board shall take 
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the action indicated in the said Article 
as regards notification to the country 
concerned. Such country shall be entitled 
to be represented at the meeting of the 
Central Board at which the question is 
considered." 

The President : 

Translation : The Spanish delegation has 
proposed an amendment to Article 26. 

M. Bourgois (France) :. 
Translation •. The amendment · which I 

wa!lted to submit is perhaps the same as that 
whtc~ the delegate of Spain is about to propose. 
l destre to replace the words "intended tn b~ 
represented" by the words "shall be im·ited ". 

. The President : 
Translation : This is the same amendment 

as that proposed by M. Palacios. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
· Translation : In that case I withdraw my 

amendment .. 

The President : 
Translation : M. ·de Palacios delrgate of 

Spain, will address the Conference: 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : . 
Translation : The amendment which we 

are now going to deal with consists of two 
paragraphs and reads as follows. 

"Such country shall be invited to send a 
representative to be present at the meetings 
of the Central Board during which this 
question is examined. . 

"Such country or any other State export
ing to it any of the substances in question 
shall have the right t~,> appeal to the Council 
of the League against any decision taken 
by the Board under this .article." 

The first is connected with that which we 
have just considered when dealing with Article 
24, paragraph 6. ,The question affects those 
countries which are not Parties to the present 
Convention.. I think that those countries should 
be invited when a question concerning them 
is dealt with by the Central Board. It is 
the recognised practice to invite countries 
which are not members of the Council but 
which are interested in a question when that 
question is dealt with by the Council. 

I also think that, once we provide for the 
possibility of the Central Board making a 
recommendation concerning a country which 
is not a signatory of the Convention, that coun
try should not only be invited when a question 
of interest to it is being dealt with by the Board 
but it should also be given the right to take the 
question before the Council if necessary. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) 
I have no·objection to that. 

' 
The President : 
Translation : If that is so, Article 26 is 

adopted as amended by the Spanish delegation. 
Article 26 was approved on a first reading and 

referred to the Drafting Committee. . ' . 

Article 26 (a). 

The Preelden\ : 
Tra11slall'on : Before opening the discussion 

on Article 27 I would bring to your notice 
another amendment proposed by the Spanish 
delegate. · 

I call upon M. de Palacios, dekgate of Spain, 
to address the Conference. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : The artidc which I propose 

for insertion in the Convention reads as follows : 

"The right of appt•al to the Council 
of the League as laid down in Articll'S 24 
and :26 shall not prevent the parties exer
cising, if necessary, their right under the 1 

second paragraph of Article II of the Cove
nant of the League of Nations." 

Naturally it wonld be necessary to niter the 
wording of the beginning of this articlt', 
since the right of appeal means the right to 
take a question before the Council of the_ League 
of Nations. The Covenant says : 

"It i:t- also declared to be the fril•ndly 
right of each Member of the League to 
bring to the attention of the Assembly t•r 
of the Council any circumstance whatever 
affecting international relations whkh 
threatens to disturb international pence or 
the good understanding betwern nations 
upon which peace depends." · 

All Members of the League possess, and are 
entitled to exercise, the right of drawing the 
attention of the Assembly or the Council to 
any matter. When we have once laid down 
here the right to bring a question before the 
Council, doubts may arise as to the possibility 

'of exercising the right of appeal already pro
vided .. The attention of the Council may be 
drawn in a friendly manner to a state of things 
calculated to disturb good understanding 
between the parties. This question may be raised 
in a general way, as was the rase the. other day, 
namely, when a member of the British dele· 
gation replied to me that it was obvious that tht• 
Covenant continued to have its full effect and 
that nothing in this Convention could in any 
way alter its provisions. 

I then reserved thr right to bring this 'P 
again. This is why I think it would be advis
able to insert this Art;cle 26 (a). Should, 
however, the Drafting Committee consider it 
superfluous, I shall not press thf' matter, on 
condition that a declaration by the Rapporteur 
or the Chairman of the Drafting Committee 
is included in the records of the Conference. 

The Preeldent : 
· Translation : Does the Rapporteur of the 

Sub-Committee de'lire to say anything in re
gard to the Spanish proposal ? 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
The question is one which I confess I have 

not considered very deeply ; but I cannot 
imagine that any provision we insert in this 
Convention can possibly affect the terms of the 
Covenant of the League of Nations. No doubt 
the Drafting Committee will be willing to look 
into the matter further in consultation with 
the legal experts of the Secretariat, and perhaps 
we may be able to give such an explanation at 
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the second reading as will satisfy the Spanish 
delegate. ,, 

M. de Palacios (Spain) 
Translation : I agree. 

Article 27. 

The text of Article 27 was read as follows : 
''The Central Board shall present an 

annual report on its work to the Council 
of the League. This report shall be 
published and communicated to all-the 
Contracting Parties. 

• 

"The Central Board shall take all 
necessary measures to ensure that the 
estimates, . statistics, information and 
explanations which it receives under Arti
cles 2r, 22, 23, 24, 25 or 26 of the present 
Convention shall not be made public in 
such a manner as to facilitate the opera
tions of speculators or injure the legitimate 
commerce of any Contracting Party." 

Article 27 was adopted on a first reading with
out discussion and referred to the Drafting 
Committee. 

The Conference rose at 6.25 p.m. 
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107. FINAL READING OF THE DRAFT 
PROTOCOL. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : We will now proceed to the 

second reading - and I hope the last - of the 
draft Convention and the drafts of the Protocol 
and Final Act. 

Does anyone wish to speak on the draft 
Protocol ? If not, it is adopted. It will be 
printed in its final form and submitted to you 
for signature. 

·The draft Protocol was Adopted (Annex). 

108. FINAL READING OF THE DRAFT 
FINAL ACT. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : The discussion is open on the 

draft Final Act. 
I will submit the resolutions to you in turn. 
Resolutions I, II, III, IV and V were adopted. 

An amendment concerning the expenses of 
the Central Board has been distributed to you. 

According to this I?roposal, a sixth resolution 
should be inserted 10 the Final Act, and thl1 
second paragraph of Article 20 of the Conven· 
tion should be omitted. 

·The text of the proposed new resolution 
reads as follows : 

"The Conference requests the Council of 
the League of Nations to decide to include 
in the expenses of the Secretariat the 
expenses of the Central Board and its 
administrative services. 

"It is understood that those Contracting 
Parties which are not Members of the 
League will bear their share of the expenses 
in accordance with a scale to be drawn up 
by agreement with the Council." 

As the British delegation has proposed this 
amendment, I call upon the first delegate of 
the British Empire to state the reasons for 
which his. delegation has desired at the last 
moment to insert this amendment, which, .I 
think, is a very valuable one. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
Mr. President. - It has been remarked by 

several delegations that the second paragraph 
of Article 20 of the draft Convention would be 
somewhat difficult to apply. This paragraph 
reads as follows : 

"The Council shall also, in consultation 
· with the Governments of any Contracting 

Parties which are not Members of the League, 
take the necessary measures to allocate 
the expenses of the Board among the Con- ' 
tracting Parties." 

The eflect of this paragraph would be that 
the Council would have to distribute the ex
penses of the Central Board among those States 
which from time to time became signatories 
of this new Convention. It has been pointed 
out that the list of States which will be signa
tories to this new Convention will vary from 
time to time as the signatures come in, and this 
will make it extremely difficult for the ·council 
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h' cfft'<'t anv ><ort of f>ro-rafa distribution of the· 
t':U>enst·s o( the (' entral Board. 

1t has oc-en suggested that, in order to 
remove that difficulty, the expenses should be 
borne by the general budget of the League to
gl'tht"r with contributions. from those Sta_tes 
which mav be signatories to the ConventiOn 
but are noi Members of the League. 

Tht"re are numerous precedents for this 
procedure and the principle is in fact already 
laid down in Article 24 of the Covenant. of~he 
l.t"ague. It is worth referring to Article 24 
in this connection. It says : 

"There shall be placed under the direc
tion of the League all international bu~eau_x 
already established by g~neral treaties 1f 
the parties to such treaties consent. All 
such international bureaux and all com
missions for the regulation of matters of 
international interest hereafter constituted 
shall be placed under the direction of the. 
l.eague. . . . . . . 

"The Council may include as part of the 
expenses of the Secretariat the expenses of 
any bureau or commission which is placed 
under the direction of the League." 

It is proposed, in the amendment which I 
have the honour to submit and which has been 
drawn up in consultation ~-i~h several dele
gations and with the a~th~mhes of the Seen'-. 
tariat, to adopt that pnnc1ple and to ask the 
Council of the League to place the expenses 
of the Central Board on the general budget of 
the League, those States which may be signa
tories to the Convention but are not 1\lembers 
of the League contributing a fair share towards 
the expenses. 

It is not possible for this Conference, by any 
article in. the Convention itself, to impose a 
charge on the budget of the League, and there
fore it is proposed to insert a new resolution 
in the Final Act. . -

I understand that the· proposal is approved 
and is regarded as satisfactory by the autho
rities of the Secretariat. It is understood that 
no difficulty is likely to arise, either with the 
Council or the Assembly, and I therefore ·submit 
the proposal to the Conference as the simplest 
and most convenient method of· dealing with 
the matter. 

(I 

The President : 
Translation : The amendment is adopted by 

the Conference, and the second paragraph of 
Article 20 of the Convention will accordingly 
be suppressed. It is impossible to say as yet 
whether this new text will become the sixth 
recommendation, because before the meeting 
opened 'I received two new proposals which 
11.-ill be distributed in a moment. As soon as the 

·members of the Conference have seen these 
proposals, they will be brought up for discus
sion. 
" You will see that, after Resolution No V, 
there is a blank space left for a declaration to 
be filled in by the Persian delegate. This 
declaration will also be distributed shortly. 

A declaration will also be made, at the time of 
si~;ning, by the Siamese delegation regarding 
the reservatiom on the question of Indian hemp 
which it made at a previous meeting. 

TJu: resolutions before you are adopted, and 
we w11l revert shortly to the two proposals I 
have ju.~t mentioned. . 
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I have also received an amendment to a very 
important article in the draft Convention. 
This amendment will be distributed to you 
in a moment. 

109. FINAL READING OF THE "DRAFT· 
CONVENTION •• 

The President : 
Translation : I propose that we begin the 

discussion with Chapter VII of the· Convention. 
(Agreed.) 

CHAPTER VII. 

Articles 28-39. 

The President : .. 
Translation : I must draw your attention· 

to the fact that the French text of the second 
paragraph of Article 38 does not tally with the · 
English text. 

M. Sugimura (Japan)_: 
Translation : The English text is the correct 

one. 

The President 
Translation : The two. texts will be made 

to agree. 
Articles 28-39 were adopted, subject to the alte

ration to be made in the French text of Article 
38 •. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Article 19. 

The text of Article 19 was read as follows ·: 
"A Permanent Central Board shall be 

appointed, within three months from the 
coming into force of the present Convention. 

"The Central Board shall consist of 
eight persons who, by their technical com
petence, impartiality and disinterestedness, 
will command general confidence. 

"The members of the Central Board shall 
be appointed by the Council of the League 
of Nations. · 

"The United States of America and Ger
many shall be invited each to nominate one 
person to participate in these appointments. 

"In making the appointments, conside
ration shall be given to the importance of 
including on the Central Board, in equi~ 
table proportion, persons possessing a 
knowledge of the drug situation, both in 
the producing and manufacturing countries 
on the one hand and in the consuming 
countries on the other hand, and connected 
with such countries. 

"The members of the Central Board shall 
not hold any office which puts them in a 
position of direct dependence on their 
Governments. 

1 The text of these articles as submitted to the 
Conference for the final reading was the same as that 
included in the Convention ·as approved (see Annex), 
with the exception of the French text of the second 
paragraph of Article 38, which originally read as 
follows : 

" Le Secn\taire general de Ia Societe des Nations 
portera a Ia connaissance de chacon des Membres 
de Ia Societe des Nations parties a Ia Convention, 
et des autres Etats qui y sont parties, toute 
denonciation rc~ue par lui. " 



"The members shall be appointed for a 
term of five years, and they will be eligible 
for re-appointment. 

"The Central Board shall elect its own 
·President and shall settle its rules of pro
cedure. 

"At meetings of the Board, four members 
shall form a quorum. 

"The decisions of the Board relative to 
Articles 24 and 26 shall be taken by an 
absolute majority of the whole number of 
the Board." 

The President : 
Translation : M. Falcioni, delegate of Italy, 

will address the Conference. 
-

M. Falcionl (Italy) : 
Translation : At the first reading of Articles 

19 and 20, I had occasion to put before you 
the Italian delegation's point of view with 

. regard to the Central Board. Several of· my 
proposals. have been accepted - in particular, 
the proposal that the Central Board should be 

· appointed by the Council of the League. 
There is, however, one point to which the 

Italian delegation has already drawn the Con
. terence's attention, and that is that the Secre
. · tariat of the Central Board should be regarded 

as an integral part of tne Secretariat of the 
League. The Conference has decided not to 
adopt our proposal, and the Italian delegation 
has not pressed the point in order to avoid 
hindering the progress of our work. 

In view of the instructions I have received 
from my Government, however, I am bound· 
to state that I accept the text of the present 
Convention subject- to a reservation on the 
point I have mentioned. 

· I ·am glad that the British delegation has 
proposed, and the Conference adopted, the 
amendment regarding the expenses of the 
Central Board. 

The President : 
Translation : The Italian delegate's reser

vation will be noted in the record of the pre
sent meeting. 

M. Dinichert, delegate of Switzerland, will 
address the Conference. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) 
Translation : I do not propose to reopen 

· the discussion on Article '19, but I should like 
to propose a wording for paragraphs 4 and 5 
which appears to me to be better as far as the 
French version is concerned. I propose that 
the following text should be substituted for 
paragraph 5 : 

"In making these appointments, the 
electoral body shall see that the vacant 
seats are equitably distributed among 
persons possessing a thorough ~nowledge 
of the drug situation an~ copnected on the 
one hand with producmg and rnanuf~c
turing countries and on the other wtth 
consuming countries." 

Paragraph 6 should read : 
"The members of· the Central Board 

shall not hold any office which renders them 
dependent on their Governments." 

M. Pernambuco (Brazil) : 
Translation : The text says that four mem

bers shall .form a quorum, but, in view of the 

decision to increase the number of members 
from seven to eight, I had understood that th~ 
quorum would be five. 

The President : 
Translation: This question was discussed at 

some length in the Drafting Committee. 
Experience having shown that it is often 

difficult for all the members of a Committee, 
even if it is a small one, to attend a meeting, 
we finally decided that it was better to keep 
the quorum at four members. The work of 
the Board will thereby be rendered easier. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : The last paragraph of Article 

19 reads : · 
"The decisions of the Board relative 

to Article 24 and 26 shall be taken by an 
absolute majority of the whole number of 
~he Board." 

It would be better, therefore, to have a quo
rum of five, otherwise certain meetings might 
be inconclusive. · 

The President : 
Translation: We discussed this question also, 

and carne to the conclusion· that there was no 
inconsistency between the two paragraphs. 
It is provided that four members will be 
sufficient for the ordinary work of the Central 
Board, as it will be difficult to secure the 
presence of more .. But in the case of important 
decisions, a general rule must be observed, that 
is to say, an absolute majority must be obtained. 
For these reasons, we decided to keep the text 
as it is. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne, delegate of the 
British Emp}re, will address the Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 

~ 

Mr. President - I hope that the delegate of 
Switzerland will not press his amendment. 
The wording of paragraph 5 was very carefully 
settled by the Italian delegate with a view to 
striking a fair balance between the. two oppo
sing views in the Conference, the vtew on the 
one side that the members of the Central Board 
should be representative of the consuming, pro
ducing and manufacturing countries •. and the 
view on the other side that the members of tlfe 
Central Board should be entirely independent 
of any "interests whatever but should be chosen 
carefully for their technical qualifications and 
their impartiality. 

We all thought that the Italian delegate 
had been very happily inspired in drawing up 
the text that he submitted to us last week, and, 
on both sides, we were all able to accept his 
proposal. The Drafting Committee, in pre
paring the text which is before the Conference 
now adhered strictly to the substance of the 
Itali'an delegate's prop<?sal. Vi_e d~d n~t feel , 
ourselves entitled, nor dtd we thmk tt des~rable, 
to make any modifications of substance m the 
text. The modifications we have made are 
purely drafting modifications, with one e~cep
tion : in order to give rather greater satisfac
tion to the producing countries, as represented 
by the delegate of the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes, we added the words which 
appear at the end of the paragraph, "and con
nected with such countries". That was a 
concession which .personally I was very loath to 
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makt", but, in order to secure the support of 
tlle whole Conference for our Convention, I 
dt-..·ided, so far as I was concerned, to accept it. 

The proposal which the Swiss delegate now 
makes seems to me to introduce a fresh idea, 
to alter the balance of the Italian proposal and 
to make it, if I may say so for myself, much less 
accl.'ptable. . 

It seems to me, also, to be open to objection 
for anothl.'r reason. If I understand his words 
rightly, it would confine the Central Board to 
persons who had knowledge of the conditions 
in the consuming, producing, and manufactur
ing countries, and who were connected with 
such countries. It seems to me quite possible, 
and in fact very likely, that the Council may 
desire to place on the .Board persons with other 

• 'Kinds of experience ; for instance, persons dis
tinguished for their scienti fie knowledge, for 
their medical knowledge and possibly for their 

' statistical knowledge and experience. It would 
be a pity, I think, so to alter the wording as to 
exclude any person whom the Council might 
consider, by reason of his technical competence 
and his standing, to be a desirable addition to 
the Board. 

• 

I would therefore make an appeal to the Swiss. 
delegate not to press his proposal. The whole 
Conference, if I may·judge from the debate last 
week, is satisfied with the compromise that was 
reached. If we open the debate again we cannot 

-be sure, at this late hour, what the final result 
wiU be. I think the Conference will agree with 
me that it is best to adhere to the form of 
wording accepted unanimously last week, and 
which has been faithfully preserved by the 
Drafting Committee. 

The President : 
Translation·: I have not yet received the 

Swiss delegate's amendment. If it is to be 
discussed, I should like to have it in writing. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
. Tr~~slation : ~Iy amendment is ready and 
m wntmg, but I thmk there is a misunderstand
~g. for I believe that there is scarcely a word 
m my amendment. which is not in the text 
before us, and vice versa. I do not wish to 
press the ~atter, but I venture very respect
fu\!y t~ pomt out that the paragraph as it 
stands 1s almost unintelligible in French and 
I simply wished to make it clearer. ' 

The President : 

T ranslatio11 : If I am not mistaken, two 
amendments have been proposed by the Swiss 
delegate, one to·paragraph 5 and the other to 
paragraph 6. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
_TranslafU:n :_ The amendment to paragraph 

6 IS of tnfiing ~mportance. I had simply pro
·~ to substitute the words "which renders 
them dependent on their Governments" for 
t~ words "which puts them in a position of 
d1rect dependence on their Governments" . 

The PrMident: 
Transfatioll : As far as I can see, the only 

change IS to leave out the word "direct". 

M. Dlnlchert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I will not press this point, 

. 
as it is a matter of drafting and is of little 
importance. 

The Preeldenl 
Translation : I should like to call your 

attention to the first line of Article 19. It seems 
to me preferable to say "Un Comit~ central 
permanent sera nomm~ dans les trois mois qui 
suivront !'entree en vigueur de Ia . presente 
Convention" rather than "qui suivront Ia mise 
en vigueur". (Agreed.) · 

Article 19, as amended, was adopted. 

Article 20. 

The text of Article 20 was read as follows~: 
"The Council of the League of Nations 

shall, in consultation with the Board, make 
the necessary arrangements for the orga
nisation and working of the Board, with 
the object of assuring the full technical 
independence of the Board in carrying out . 
its duties under the present Convention, 
while providing for the control of the staff 
in administrative matters by the Secretary-
General. . 

"The Council shall also, in consultation 
with_ the ~overnments of any Contracting 
Parties which are not Members oft he League, 
take the necessary measures to allocate 
the expenses of the Board among the Con
tracting Parties. 

"The Secretary-General shall appoint the 
secretary and staff of the Board on the 
nomination of the Board and subject to the 
approval of _the Council." 

The second paragraph of this article will be 
?mitted. and a r~solution which will appear 
m the Fmal Act Will be substituted. 

Article 20, as amended, was adopted. 

Article 21. 

The text of Article 21 was read as follows : 
"The Contracting Parties agree to send 

in annually before December 31st, to the 
Permanent Central Board set up under 
Article 19, estimates of the· quantities of 
each of the substances covered by the 
Con_vention to be. imported into their 
temtory for internal consumption during 
the following year for medical, scientific and 
other purposes. 

"These estimates· are not to be regarded 
as binding on the Government concerned, 
but will be for the purpose of serving as 
a guide to the Central Board in the dis
.charge of its duties. 

"Should circumstances make it necessary 
for any country, in the course of the year, 
to m?dify its estimates, the country in 
question shall communicate the revised 
figures to the Central Board." 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : M. Chodzko delegate of Po

land, will address the Confere'nce. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : . 
Translation: I should like to ask for an expla

nat~on on one point. The first paragraph of 
Art!cle 21 reads:. "for internal consumption 
~urmg the followmg year for medical, scien
tific and other. purposes". I should like to 
know ·what the word "other" means. 
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. The Preeident 
Translation : If I remember aright, this 

word ~as the result of _a p_roposal. made by 
the Umted States delegation m sub-committee. 
I cannot reply directly to the question which 
the Polish _delegate has just asked, but I have 
no doubt S1r Malcolm Delevingne can do so. 

Sir. Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
The addition of these words "and other pur

poses" was proposed by the United States 
delegation and pressed by them rather strongly. 
If I remember rightly, none of the other mem
bers of the Sub-Committee considered that they 
were necessary and we were not quite sure 
what t)leir exact effect would be. I suppose 
Mr. Neville, the United States delegate on the 
Sub-Committee, had in mind in particular the 
amount of raw opium which would be required 
to be imported into those countries in the Far 
E~st where t_he use of opium for smoking is 
still temporarily authorised. · 

. The Sub-Committee generally was of opi
mon that, so far as that matter was concerned 
the word~ were not really necessary, becaus~ 
the functiOns of the Central Board will not 
extend to the importation of opium for smoking 
purposes. As the point was pressed by the 
United States delegate,. however the Sub
Committee accepted the words. 'I have no 
strong view about their retention one way or 
the other. If the delegate for Poland thinks 
it would be better to leave them out, I shoulil be 
qui~e . prepared, for my part, to accept the 
OmiSSIOn. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : I thank Sir Malcolm Dele

vingne, but I do . not wish to_ make any 
proposal regarding the omission of this word. 

The Preeident : 
Translation : The word "other" will there

fore stand. 
Article 21 was adopted. 

Article 22. 

, The text of Article 22 was read as follows : 
"I. The Contracting Parties agree to 

send annually to the Central Board, in a 
manner to be prescribed by' the Board, 
within three (in the case of paragraph (c), 
five) months after the end of the year, as 
complete and accurate statistics as possible 
relative to "the preceding year, showing : 

"(a) Production of raw opium and 
coca leaves ; 

"(b) Manufacture of the substances 
covered by Chapter III of the present 
Convention and the raw material used 
for such manufacture. The amount of 
such substances used for the production 
of other derivatives not covered by the 
Convention shall be separately stated ; 

"(c) Stocks of the substances covered 
by Chapters II and III of the present 
Convention in the hands of wholesalers or 
held by the Government for consumption 
in the country for other than Government 
purposes; 

"(d) Consumption, other than for 
Government purposes, of the sub~tances 

covered by Chapters II and III of the 
present Convention ; • 

"(c) Amounts of each of the sub
stances covered by the present Conven
tion which have been confiscated on 
account of illicit import or export · the 
manner in which the confiscated sub
stances have been disposed of shall be 
stated, together with such other infor
mation as may be useful in regard to 
such confiscation and disposal. 

"The statistics referred to in paragraphs 
(a) to (e) above shall be communicated by 
the Central Board to the Contracting 
Parties. 

"2 .. The Contracting Parties agree t8 , 
forward to the Central Board, in a manner 
to be prescribed by the Board, within four 
weeks after the end of each period of three • 
months, the statistics of their imports from 
and exports to each country of each of the 
substances covered by the present Con
vention during the preceding three months. 
These statistics will, in such cases as may 
be prescribed by the Board, be sent by 
telegram, except when the quantities fall 
below a minimum amount which shall be 
fixed in the case of each substance by 
the Board. 

· · "3. In furnishing the statistics in pur
suance of this article, the Governments shall 
state separately the amounts imported or 
purchased for Government purposes, in 
order to enable the amounts required in 
the country for general medical and scien
tific purposes to be ascertained. It shall 
not be within the competence of the Central 
Board to question or to express any opi-

.. nion on the amounts imported or purchased 
for Government purposes or the use thereof. 

"4· For the purposes of this article, 
substances which are held, imported or 
purchased by the ·Government for eventual 
sale are not regarded as held, imported 
or purchased for Government purposes." 

The Preeident : 
. 

Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele
gate of the ~ritish Empire, will address ~he 
Conference. · 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 

I think perhaps it would be well to make a 
small alteration in paragraph (b) to correspond 
with an alteration which the Drafting Committee 
has made in paragraph (a) of Article 6. 

The question was raised in the Drafting 
Committee as to the meaning of the word 
"manufacture" ("fabrication" in the French), 
and it was agreed that the word had reference 
only to the primary substances, such as crude 
cocaine and ecgonine, morphine, diacetylmo~ · 
phine and cocaine, and any other narcotic 
drugs which might hereafter be added to the 
Convention, but the word did not apply to the 
compounding of preparations containing those 
drugs. 
· In order to avoid any misunderstanding, 

the Drafting Committee altered the text of 
Article 6 so as to read : ''Confine the manu

. facture of the substances . . . . . . referred to
in Article 4 (b), (c) and (g)". 
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I su<>1'l"St that for clearness we should amend 
t>aragr~ph (b) of Article 22 so as to read : 
":Manufacture of the sub~tances co,·ered by 
Article 4 (b). (c) and (g), Chapter III of the 

C . .. present onventlon ..... . 

The President : 

Transl.Jtinn : This is merely a question of 
drafting. Does anyone else wish to speak on 
Article 22 ? 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 

I think there is a small alteration which 
might be made in paragraph (·~). We speak 
about "such manufacture" and also "the pro
duction of other derivatives". Should not the 

' • word "production" be altered to "manufac
ture" ? 

-
~ The President : 

Tra11slation : I think .M. van Wettum is 
quite right. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) 

Translation : Int he first place I should like 
to suggest that in the first paragraph of this 
article the word "prescribed" should be replaced 
bv the word "indicated". The word "pres
cribed" seems to me to be. out of place, since 
the· Board will merely give "indications" to 
the Governments. 

Passing on to paragraph (b), I suggest that, 
instead of the words "manufacture of the sub
stances covered by Chapter III", it might ~e 
better to say "the amount of raw matenal 
used". The former wording might cause confu
sion, so I thought it would be well to mention 
the point. 
· While I am speaking I should also recall the 
fact that two days ago the SVIiss delegation 
proposed to transfer the words "the statistics 
referred to . . . . . . shall be communicated ... " 
from the middle of the article to the end. 

You agreed with me on that occasion that 
this was a matter of drafting, and the question 
was referred to the Drafting Committee. I 
notice, however, that the Drafting Committee 
has kept it in the same place as before, and 
I should like to ask that Committee to give its reasons for so doing. 

The Preeident : 

Translation : I can reply to :M. Dinichert's 
last remark. We discussed this point at length 
and the impression of the Drafting Committee 
was that, after the discussion in the plenary 
meeting, you did not desire to press your amend
ment. The result of the discussion here was, 
I believe, that you withdrew your proposal. 
We were perhaps mistaken, but we thought 
we were acting according to your wishes, judg-

• ing by what you said in the plenary meeting. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 

Translation: 1 am sorry this misunderstand
ing ha5 arisen. 1 said that at the se~ond 
reading I would not revert to the question of 
the advisability of the statistics, but 1 did not 
withdraw my proposal. In fact, I understood 
ll. Sugimura to say that he would support it 
before the Drafting Committee and I therefore 
fdt quite &ati~ficd. ' 

The President : 
Translation: I will ask Sir Malcolm Delevingne 

to reply to the Swiss delegate's. two questions. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : . 
As regards the first of the two points raised 

by the Swiss delegate, the reason why the 
Drafting Committee allowed the text to stand 
as it was in the first draft was this ': .These 
words in paragraph (b) were added to !?ive 
satisfaction to a w1sh expressed by the Umted 
States delegation that the statistics to be 
furnished by the Governments should ~how the 
quantity of the manufactured drugs wh1ch were 
used for transformation into other derivatives. 
The best case to cite as an example i6 the use 
of morphine for transformation into codeine.. 

Codeine. is not one ·of the drugs covered by 
the Convention and the statistics which· we 
asked for in Article' 22 do not therefore include 
as a matter of course the amount of codeine 
manufactured and used. But it was thought 
desirable by the United States ~n~ also by 
other delegations • that the statistics should 
show the amount of morphine which was used 
for ·transformation into codeine, because in 
that way the Central Board would get a more 
complete picture of the use of the substa~ces to 
which this Convention applies. That 1s the 
reason why we used the word "substances", 
.which refers to the manufactured drugs and 
not to the raw material from which the manu
factured drugs are in the first instance made. 

The quantity of raw material used i? the fi_rst 
instance in the production of morphme wh1ch 
is afterwards transformed into codeine would, 
of course, be included- in the general statistics 
of the raw material used, and in any case it will 
always be possible to obtain, by a simple ~al
culation, the average amount of raw ?PlUm 
which is required for the final production of 
codeine. I hope that this explanation will satisfy 
the Swiss delegate. 

As regards the second point, ~ think I ha_ve 
nothing to add to what the President has sa1d. 
I was certainly under the impression !hat !he 
Swiss delegate, at the close of the d1scuss1on 
the other day, gave us to understand that he 
did not intend to press the point, but he made a 
formal reservation that, in case these statistics 
were found to be used for purposes other than 
those for which they were furnished by the 
Governments, his Government would hold itself 
free to discontinue furnishing them to the 
Central Board. In these circumstances, the 
Drafting Committee thought· it unnecessary 
to make any change, because in the position 
in which the sentence is, its eftect appeared to 
the Drafting Committee to be perfectly clear. 

As regards the position of Ill. Sugimura, of 
course, I am not in a position to say anything, 
and I should prefer to leave to M. Sugimura 
himself the task of explaining it. 

The President : 
Translation : M. Dinichert, delegate of 

Switzerland, will address the Conference. 

M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I do not want to abuse M. 

Sugimura's courtesy and cau~e him to enter into 
a discussion which at this stage cannot have 
any great interest. 

Moreover, from what has been said, I gather 
that, if the amendment had been submitted to 
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th_e Drafting Committee, the situation would 
still be the same and the Drafting Committee 
would ~ave decided to keep the text as it is. 

I notice therefore two points : 
t. The statistics which it is . intended to 

~sk the . Gover~ments to supply will contain 
mform~twn. which - in the opinion of those 

. who g~ve 1t - cannot even be communicated 
confidentially to the Governments. 

2. As ~h~ Gover_nments will. be ignorant of 
these statistics, wh1ch constitute the basis -

-the pivot, as another speaker put ·it - of the 
Central Board's activities, they will be unable 
to follow and appreciate- the Board's work at 
its full· value. 

In view of these two considerations I must 
reserve the Swiss Government's right to'examine 
t~e ·':"hole question again with a view to con
.si?ermg whether it can sign the Convention 
without making a reservation on the question. 

The President : 
Translation :. _Sir Malc?lm Delevingne, dele

gate of the Bnbsh Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire): 
_May I say one word? The Drafting Com

mittee, of course, had no right to make any alte
ration of substance in the text of the Conven
tion. Its functions a:c: limited to putting into 
proper form the decisions of the Conference. 
As the Conference took no decision on the 
amendment of M. Dinichert tho other day and 
as the Drafting Committee understood that the 
ame~dment w_as withdrawn, it only remained 

. for It to consider the best form in which the 
article should be cast. If, of course, the Confe
rence had taken a decision, it would have been 
t~e business _of· the Drafting Committee to 
g1ve effect to It. I do not think therefore that 
!he impression should be given that the Draft
mg Committee itself had any view on the 
question of substance at all. Its work was 
limited to thequestion of form. . 

With regard to the last part of M. Dinichert's 
remarks, I think there must be some little 
misunderstanding. The statistics which are 
not covered bv the sentence under considera
tion are the quarterly statistics of imports ;md 
exports. Sub-Committee A,' when it drew 
up the scheme, thought that it was not desi
rable that those statistics should be imme
diately communicated to the Governments, for 
the simple reason that the statistics, if they 
became public, might give information as to 
the course of trade in a particular country, 
the markets which a particular country was 
engaged in developing, or in which it was 
selling its goods, information which might be 
useful to the competitors of the merchants in 
that country. For this reason, Sub-Committee 
A thought it better not to include the quarterly 
statistics of imports and exports in this ~entence. 

If such information were to be made public 
at once, and to act to the prejudice of the traders 
in any particular country, such a result would 
naturally go a long way towards destroying 
the general confidence in the work and powers 
of the Board. The information will appear 
later on in the annual report which the Board 
makes after the close of the calendar year ; 
and, as I explained the other day toM. Dinichert, 
it will also be necessary, of course, in the event 

of ~he Board having to make a recommen
d_atiOn under Article ~6 with regard to a "pilr
tlc':llar. country, to g1ve the information on 
which It bases its decision. 

. I understand that, in his view, full information 
w1ll be necessary in order to enable the Govern
ments to decide whether they will accept the 
rec?mme!Jdation of the Board or not. I am 
enh~ely m agreement with him. Such infor
mation must be given, but that is not incon
sistent, I think, with the text of the article 
as the Drafting Committee has left it in the 
draft Convention before you. · 

.M. Dinichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I thank Sir Malcolm DC!e

vingne. for his explanation, which will be ~f 
great mter~st to my Government. Moreover, • 
I do not thmk we need continue this discussion 
now. • 

The President : 
· Translation : In compliance with M. Dini

chert's proposal, we might replace the word 
"prescribed" by "indicated" in Article 22, 
and the word "production" by "manufacture" 
in the third line of sub-paragraph (b) of the 
sqme article. (Agreed.) 

Article 22, as amended, was adopted. 

Article 23. 

The text of Article 23 was read as follows 
"In order to complete the information of 

the Board as to the disposal of the world's 
supply of raw opium, the Governments 

. of the countries where the use of prepared 
opium is temporarily authorised shall, in 
a manner to be prescribed by the Board, in 
addition to the statistics provided for in 
Article 22, forward annually to the Board, 
within three months after the end of the 
year, as complete and accurate statistics 
as possible relative to the preceding year, 
showing : 

• 

"(1) The manufacture of prepared 
opium, and the raw material used for · 
such manufacture ; 

"(2) The consumption of prepared 
opium. • 
"It is understood that it shall not be 

within the competence of the Board to 
question or to express any opinion upon 
these statistics, and that the provisions of 
Article 24 are not applicable to the matters 
dealt with in this article, except in cases 
where the Board may find that illicit 
international transactions are taking place 
on an appreciable scale." 

The President : 
Translatio11 : I apologise for reverting to 

the wording of'this article, but my attention-is 
drawn to the words " ...... le Comite central 
n'aura aucun pouvoir d'ouvrir une discussion". 
The English text says " ... it will not be within 
the competence of the Board to question or ... " • 
These two texts do not quite coincide. I think 
the French text ought to be brought into line 
with the English, which meets the views of the 
Conference better. (A greed.) 

Article 23, s11bject to the above modification, 
was adopted. 
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• 
Article 24. 

The text of Article 24 was read as follows : 

"1. The Central Board shall conti
nuously watch the course of the interna
tional trade. If the information at its 
disposal leads the Board to conclude that 
excessive quantities of any substance 
cm.-ered by the· present Convention are 
arcumulating in anv country, the Board 
shall have the right to ask, through the 

- Secretary-General of the League, for expla
nations from the country in question. 

"2. If no explanation is given within 
a reasonable time or the explanation is 
unsatisfactory, the Central Board shall 
have the right to call the attention of the 
Governments of all the Contracting Parties 
and of the Council of the League of Nations 
to the matter, and to recommend that no 
further exports of the substances covered 
by the present Convention or any of them 
shall be made to the country concerned 
until the Board reports that it is satisfied 
as to the situation in that country in 
regard to the said substances. The Board 
shall at the same time notifv the Govern
ment of the country concerned of the recom
mt"ndation made by it. 

"3. The country concerned shall be 
entitled to bring the matter before the 
Council of the League ; 

"+ The Government of any exporting 
country which is not prepared to act on 
the recommendation of the Central Board· 

- shall also be entitled to bring the matter 
before the Council ·of the League. 

"If it ooes not do so, it shall immediately 
inform the Board that it is not prepared to 
act on the recommendation, explaining, if 
possible, why it is not prepared to do so. 

"5. The Central Board shall have the 
right to publish a report on the matter and 
communicate it to the Council, which 
shall thereupon forward it to the Govern
ments of all the Contracting Parties. 

"6. If in any case the decision of the 
• Central Board is not unanimous, the views 

of the minority shall also be stated. 

"7. Any country shall be invited to 
_ be represented at a meeting of the Central 
Board at which a question directly inte
resting it is considered." 

The President : 

Translation : In paragraph 7 of this article 
the words "tout pays pourra etre im·ite" 
s~ould read "~out pays sera invite", to tally 
1nth the _Enghsh. (Assent.) 
~ lL Sug~mura, delegate of Japan, will address 
the Conference. 

M. 8ugimura (Japan) : 

.. !ransl~io~ : It seems to me that "the words 
nsque ams1 de devenir un centre de trafic 

illicite'_' {"that there is a danger of that countrv 
~ronu~g a centre of the illicit traffic"), which 
ppea~ m the French text of the first paragraph 

of ArtJ(:)e 24, have been forgotten in the English 
text. 

The President : 
TranslaUon : M. Sugimura is quite 

The words omitted will be inserted. · 
' 

right . 

Article 24, as amended, was adopted. 
J 

Article 25. 
The text of Article 25, was read as follows : 

''It shall be the friendly right of any of 
the Contracting Parties to draw the atten
tion of the -Board to any matter which 
appears to it to require investigation, 
provided that this article shall not be 
construed as in any way extending the 
powers of the Board." 

The President : 
Translation: The French text of this article 

says"., .appeler !'attention du Comite sur toute 
question qui leur paraitra necessiter une etude," 
while the English text says " ...... to draw 
the attention of the Board to any matter which 
appears to it to require int•estigation". _The · 
expression to "require investigation" is stronger 
than the expression "necessiter une etude". 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : It is the·same thing. 

_The President : 
Translation : If the French delegate thinks 

it is the same thing, I withdraw my remark._ 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translatio;~- : Perhaps, after all, the word _ 

"enquete" would be more correct. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
In the English the word is "investigation". 

M. Bourgois asked the. Committee to adopt 
the translation "etude" and the English dele
gate agreed that the meaning of the English word 
"investigation" was the same as that of "etude". 

M. Bourgoie (France) : 
Translation : After further reflection, I 

prefer the word "examen", which should satisfy 
everyone. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
I agree. 

.. Article 25, as amended, was adopted. 

A rlicle 26. --

The text of Article 26 was read as follows : 
"ln the case of a country. which is not 

- a party to the present Convention, the 
Central Board may take the same measures 
as are speci lied in Article 24, if the infor
mation at the disposal of the Board leads 
it to conclude that there is a danger of the 
country becoming a centre of the illicit 
traffic ; in that case the Board shall take 
the action indicated in the said Article 
as regards notification to the country 
concerned. 

"Paragraphs 3, 4 and 7 of Article 24. 
shall apply in any such case." 

Article 26 was adopted. 

Article 26 bis. 

M. de Palacioe (Spain) : 
Translation : The other day I had the honour 

. to make a proposal regarding Article 26 bis, 
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but I said I would withdraw it if the Chairman 
of the Drafting Committee stated at a plenary 
meeting of the Conference that it was unne-
cessary. ' 

~The President : 

Translation : I consulted the Legal Section 
of the Secretariat, and it assured me that, in 
its opinion, -this clause was unnecessary. I 
accepted this opinion, which, indeed, I already 
held, but I have little authority in the matter 
and I hope that M. de Palacios will defer to 
the judgment of the Legal Section. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : I feel I must rectify what 

has just been said. The authority of the 
President is not small ; it is very great. On the 
other hand, the view expressed by the Pre
sident and the Legal Section of the Secretariat 
is the same as my own and I, therefore, v<>ry 
readily accept it. My idea in presenting my 
proposal was simply to call forth a declaration 
such as the one we have just heard - a decla
ration which will be inserted in the record of 
this meeting so as to avoid all misunderstand
ing in the future. 

Article 27. . 
The text of Article 27 was read as follows : 

'"The Central- Board shall present an 
annual report on 'its work to the Council of 
the League. This report shall be published 
and communicated to all the Contracting 
Parties. -

'-'The Central "Board shall take all neces
sary measures to ensure that the estimates, 
statistics, information and explanations 
which it receives under Articles 2I, 22, 23, 
24, 25 or 26 of the present,Convention shall 
not be made public in such a manner as to 
facilitate the operations of speculators or 
injure the legitimate commerce of any 
Contracting Party." 

Article 27 was adopted. 

Article 'rg. 

M. Dlnichert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : I should like to know the 

position as regards my amendment to ~he fifth 
paragraph of Article rg. . I do not thmk any 
definite decision was taken. 

The President : 
Translation : Do you mean the whole 

amendment to the paragraph ? 

M. Dinlchert (Switzerland) : 
Translation : Yes. I have already with

drawn the amendment to the sixth paragraph. 

The President : 
. Translation : If you press this amendment, 
which has not yet been distributed, we shall 
have to take a vote on it. The first part of 
it seems to me to improve the wording, and 
I personally should like to see it inserted. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : If the Conference decides to 

-take a vote, can the amendment be distributed 
to ·us first ? 

The- President : 

Translation : If this amendment is to 
stand, I will have it distributed. In the 
meantime I will reserve the point. 

It has been suggested that I should read 
out this amendment in order to save time. Do 
you agree? (Agreed.) 

The following amendment by M. Dinichert 
was read: 

"In making these appointments, the 
electoral body shall see that the vacant 
seats ar<> equitably distributed among 
persons possessing a thorough· knowledge 
of the drug situation and connected on the 
one hand with producing and manufac
turing countries and on the other with 
consuming conn tries." ., , 

M. Falclonl (Italy) : 
1'ranslatioll : If possible, I should like to <> 

know the view which the Rapporteur of the 
Committee takes with regard to this amendment. 

The President : 
Translation : Will Sir Malcolm Delevingne 

reply to the Italian delegate ? · 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
Mr. President.- I think that the Swiss amend

ment does change the substance of the para
graph. M. Dinichert informs me that he has 
no desire to make any alteration whatever in 
the substance of the paragraph and only 
wishes to improve the French version of the 
article. In that case, it ought not to be diffi
cult to come to an agreement on the matter 
and I am willing to do anything to facilitate 
that. I do desire most strongly, however, 
to maintain the text in the exact sense in which 
it was proposed by the Italian delegate, whic~. 
as I said just now, seemed to us to strike a fa1r 
balance between opposing views, and, provided 
that the exact sense of the Italian proposal is 

- maintained; I have nothing to say in regard to 
the French text. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translation : This is a very important 

article. In order to avoid a third reading, and 
to obviate all possibility of a misunderstandi91g, 
1 propose that the final text be draw!l'up 
immediately, and that the Conference adjourn 
for a quarter of an hour for this purpose. 

The meeting adjourned at -s p.m. _and resumed 
at 5.25 p.m. 

110. FINAL READING OF THE DRAFT 
FINAL ACT: CONTINUATION OF THE 
DISCUSSION. 

The President : ., 
Translation : We reserved the iast part of 

the Final Act on account of the Spanish dele-
gation's proposals. _ 

The discussion is open on the first of these 
two proposals, which reads as follows :-

9-

"The Conference recommends that the 
Contracting Parties shall not avail them
selves of the right accorded under Article 9 
of the-new Convention, unless special cir
cumstances, of which they shall be free 



to judge, render it nl'cessary, and .that ~ny 
action shall be confined to a stnct mml
mum.'' 

:\1. de Palacios, delegate of Spain, will address 
the Conference. · 

M. de Palacioe (Spain) : 
Translation .: You will remember that there 

was a long discussion on Article 9 of the draft 
Convention and opinion was so divided that 
this article was only approved by thirteen votes 
to eleven. The Conference was thus by no 
means Wlanimons. The Spanish delegation 
voted against the article, and indeed M. 
Betances proposed that it should be deleted 
altogether. . . . 

As we considered that the prmc1pal a1m of 
the new Convention was to strengthen the 
Hague Convention of 1912, in .whic~ no au.thori
sation similar to that contamed m Article 9 
was granted, we took the view that this article 
would mean a retrogression. Indeed, its effect 
is to authorise chemists to supply drugs which 
pre,iously they had been forbidden to supply 
\\ithout a medical prescription. 

We are ready to abide by the-vote of the 
Conference, but we consider that, in ordl'r to 
achieve our purpose, which is to strengthen the 
Hague Convention, we ought to recommend the 
C{)ntracting Powers not to avail themselves of 
the right accorded under Article 9, unless special 
circumstances of which they shall be free to 
judge render it necessary. - · 

I hope that all the delegations will be able 
to accept this proposal ; it does -not affect 
what was decided regarding Article 9, and it 
is intended to give effect to that· desire which 
we all feel to strengthen the Hague Conven
tion: 

The President : 
Translation : l\1. de Myttenaere, delegate 

of Belgium, will address . the Conference. · 

M. de Myt.tenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : I should like to ask M. de 

Palacios not to press his proposal. 
The article has been so worded as to avoid 

im~ing obligations on any Government. More
over, the Spanish delegate has already said 
~at his Government will not avail itself of 
t11e right accorded to it. 

It seems a somewhat hazardous and indeed 
illogical course for the Conference to authorise 
the Powers to do something· and then to ask 
them not to make use of that authorisation. 
If we give an authorisation, we must leave all 

· parties free to avail themselves of it, but we 
cannot say, "We will allow you to do this if 
you like, but please do not do it". 

M._Pint.o-Eecalier (Bolivia) : 
1 ransla!i'm : The Bolivian delegation, which 

,. voted against Article 9, fully agrees \\ith the 
recommendation proposed by the Spanish dele
gation. 

• 
M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
T ranslatio.n - : For the same reasons as 

that given by the Belgian delegate, I cannot 
-sup~rt the. Spani~h delegation's proposal, 
espectally.as 1ts wor~mg fundamentally changes 
the meamng of Article 9, which only referred 
to "urgent ca-;es". For these reasons, I cannot 
support the Spanish proposal. . 

M. Sugimura (Japan) 
Translation : On the question of principle, 

I agree with M. de Palacios, and the regulations 
in force in my country are as strict as those in 
Spain. But I think that what it meant has 
been made quite clear by the debate, and I 
beg the Spanish delegate not to press his 
amendment. 

The President 
Translation : I put the Spanish proposal to 

the vote. 
(The Spanish proposal was rejected, three 

delegations only voting in favour.) 

The President : 
Translation : We pass now to the second 

recommendation proposed by the Spanish. dele
gation. It reads as follows : 

"The Conference recommends that the 
Council of the League of Nations shall 
invite the Health Committee to consider 
immediately whether it would be expedient 
to consult the Office international d'Hy
giene publique regarding the . products· 
mentioned in Articles 8 and 10, in orde~: 
that, if so, a decision concerning prepa
rations which cannot give rise to the drug 
habit and a recommendation concerning 
all other drugs which might come under 
the provisions of tlle Convention may be 
notified immediately upon the entry into 
force of the said Convention." · 

M. de Palacios, delegate of Spain, will address 
the Conference. · 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : As you know, Article 4 of 

the draft Convention specifies the substances 
to which Chapter III is to apply, while Articles 
8 and 10 indicate how certain preparations will 
be exempted from the provisions of the Con
vention and how recommendations will · be 
made to the Contracting Parties to apply the 
Convention to narcotics which are not yet 
included in it and which might prove to be 
liable to abuse. 

This procedure must of necessity be somewhat 
slow. I consider that we should not await the 
coming into force of the Convention to set the 
machinery for this purpose in motion. There 
is no reason why we should. not request the 
Council to recommend the Health Committee 
of the League of Nations to consider immediately 
the possibility of consulting the Office inter
national d'Hygiene publique regarding the 
products mentioned in Articles 8 and 10, in 
order to prepare, if necessary, lists of such pro
ducts which could be notified to the Contracting 
Parties at the time when the Convention will 
come into force. / 

The President 
Translation : I put the Spanish proposal 

to the vote. 
(The Spanish proposal was adopted by 10 

votes to I.) 

The President : 
Translation : 

adopted- will be 
the Final Act. 

IO-

The text which has just been 
inserted as Resolution VI in -



The British proposal regarding the expenses 
of the Central Board will also be inserted in the 
Final Act as Resolution VII. 

M_. Sugimura (Japan) : 
Translation : I should like to· draw atten

tion to a small point in the wording of the Bri
tish recommendation. I propose that we should 
say "the Conference asks that the Council" 

. instead of "the Conference recommends that 
· the Council". 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : There are one or two points 

in the French text which might be worded 
differently. I will send my suggestions to 
the Drafting Committee. 

111. DECLARATION 
DELEGATE TO 
THE FINAL ACT. 

The President : 

BY ·THE PERSIAN 
BE INSERTED IN 

· Translation : As you will remember, the 
Persian delegation intends to make a declaration 
at the time of signing. This declaration reads 
as follows : 

"The Persian Delegate, acting on instruc
tions from his Government, declares that 
he signs the Convention ad referendum and 
subject to the League of Nations acceding 
to Persia's request as set forth in its 
memorandum." 

The declaration was 'l}oted. 

112. DECLARATION BY THE SIAMESE 
DELEGATE TO BE INSERTED IN 
THE FINAL ACT. 

The President : 
Translation : We also have a declaration by 

the Siamese delegation, which reads as follows : 
"In signing the Convention and the 

Final Act, I wish to declare that, having 
no instructions on the subject of India~ 
hemp, which was not ·originally on the' 
agenda of the Conference, I am obliged 
to make reservation of Chapter III in 
regard to galenical preparations of Indian 
hemp and of Chapters IV and V, solely in 
regard to Indian hemp." 

The declaration was noted. 

113. FINAL READING OF THE DRAFT 
CONVENTION: CONTINUATION OF THE 
DISCUSSION. 

Article 19. 
The President 
Translation : We have now to examine the 

wording proposed by the French delegation 
for the French text of Article 19 (no change in 
English text). The amendment reads as follows: 

"En procedant a ccs nominations, on 
prendra en consideration !'importance qu'il 
y a a faire figurer dans le Comite central, 
en proportion equitable, des personnes ayant 
une connaissance de Ia ·question des stu
pefiants, dans les pays producteurs et 
manufacturiers d'une part, et dans les pays 
consommateurs, d'autre part, et appurte
nant a ces pays ... 

I presume that the Conference is willing ·to 
accept this text ? (Adopted.) • 

CHAPTER V. 

Article 12. 

The text of Article 12 was read as follows : 
"Each Contracting Party shall require . 

a separate import authorisation to be 
obtained for each importation of anv of 
the substances to which the present Con
vention applies. Such authorisation shall -
state the quantity to be imported, the 
name and address of the importer and the 
name and address of the exporter, 

"The import authorisation shall speoifY, 
the period within which the importation"' • 
must be effected and· mav allow the impor
tation in more than one "consignment." 

·Article 12 was adopted. 

Article 13. 

The text of Article 13 was read as follows : 
"I. Each Contracting Party shall requira 

a separate export authorisation to be 
obtained for each exportation of any of the 
substances to which the present Convention 
applies. Such authorisation shall state 

, the quantity to be exported, the name 
and address of _the exporter and the name 
and address of the importer. 

"2. The Contracting Party, before issuing 
such export authorisation, shall require an 
import certificate, issued by the Govern
ment of the importing country and cer
tifying that the importation is approved, 
to be produced by the person or establish-

- ment applying for the export authori
sation. 

"Each Contracting Party agrees to adopt, 
so far as possible, the form of import cer
tificate annexed to the present Convention. 

"3. The export authorisation, shall spe
cify the period within which the exportation 
must be effected, and shall state the number 
and date of the import certificate and the 
authority by whom it has been issued. 

"4. A copy of the export authorisayon 
shall accompany the consignment, and the 
Government issuing the export authori
sation shall send a copy to the Government 
of the importing country . 
. "5. The Government of the importing 
country, when the importation has been 
effected, or when the period fixed for the 
importation has expired, shall return the 
export authorisation, with an endorsement 
to that effect, to the Government of the 
exporting country. The endorsement shall 
specify the amount actually imported. 

"6. If a less quantity than that specific~ 
in the export authorisation is actually 
exported, the quantity actually exported 
shall be noted by the competent authorities 
on the export authorisation and on any • 
official copy thereof. , 

"7· In the case of an application to export 
a consignment to any country ior the 
purpose of being placed in a bonded 
warehouse in that country .. a special cer
tificate from the Government of that 
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country, certifying that it _has approved the 
introduction of the consignment for the 
said purpose, may be ac~epted by t~e 
Government of the exportmg· country m 
_place of the import certificate provided for 
above. In such a case, the export autho
risation shall specify that the consignment 
is exported for the purpose of being placed 
in a bonded warehouse." 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translalio" : Ia conformity with a proposal 

put forward by myself and adopted by. ~he 
Conference, this article says that the aut~onsa
tion shall state the number of the lmP,ort 
certificate. But, as far ·as I can see, the model 
form does not provide any space for this number. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I agree. 

The President : 
Tra,.slation : Where bught this number to 

be put on the document in question ? 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : In the left-hand corner. 

M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
In the last paragraph the English text is 

not quite in conformity with the French text. 
In the French text it is "l'autorite competente" 
and in the English text it is "Government", 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
Throughout these provisions we have re

ferred to the Government. I suggest that the 
same phrase should be used in the French text. 

The President : 
Translation : Very well; we will put "gou

vemement" for "autorite competente" iil section 
7 of the French text. 

Article 13, as amended, was adopted. 

Article 14. 

The text of Article 14 was read as follows : 

"For the purpose of ensuring the full 
application and enforcement of the provi-

L sions of the present Convention in free 
ports and free zones, the Contracting 
Parties undertake to apply in free ports 
and free zones situated within their terri
tories the same laws and regulations, and 
to exercise therein the same supervision 
and control, in respect of the substances 
covered by the said Convention, as in 
other parts of their territories. 

"This article does not, however, pre
yent any Contracting Party from applying, 
m respect of the said substances, more 
drastic provisions in its free ports and free 
zones than in other parts of its territories." 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : Some doubt has arisen in 

regard to the third line of Article 14. It has 
been asked whether this passage referred parti
~ularl~ to the import certificate, especially as 
m Article 16 mention is made of bonded ware
houses. I think it would be as well to make it 
cl~r that thi~ passage in Article 14 applies 
to Import ~rtlfi~at<.'l\. I should like this point 
to be mentioned m the record of the meeting. 

. Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
· The intention of Article 14 was that the whole 
system of export licences and import licences 
and import certificates. and, in fac_t, the whole 
regime was to be applied to consignments of 
these substances brought into or taken out of 
the free ports or free zones. 

Article 14 was adopted. 

Article 15. 

The text of Article IS was read as follows : 
"1. No consignment of any of the sub

stances covered by the present Convention 
which is exported from one country to 
another country shall be permitted to pass 

-~through a third country, whether or not it is 
removed from the ship or conveyance in 
which it is being conveyed, unless the copy of 
the export authorisation (or the diversion 
certificate, if such a certificate has been 
issued in pursuance of the following para
graph) which accompanies the consignment 
is produced to the competent authorities 
of that country.· 

"2. The competent authorities of any 
country through which a consignment of 
any of the substances covered by the pre
sent Convention is permitted to pass shall 
take all due measures to prevent the diver
sion of the consignment to a destination 
other than that named in the copy of the 
export authorisation (or the diversion cer-

. tificate) which accompanies it, unless the 
Government of that country has authorised 
that diversion by means of a special diver
sion certificate. A diversion certificate 
shall only be issued after the receipt of 
an import certificate,. in accordance with 
Article 13, from the Government of the . 
country to which it is proposed to divert 
the consignment, and shall contain the 
same particulars as are required by Article 
13 to be stated in an export authorisation, 
together with the name of the country from 
which the consignment was originally ex- -
ported. All the provisions of Article 13 _ 
which are applicable to an export authori
sation shall be applicable equally to the 
diversion certificate. 

"Further, the Government of the country 
authorising the div11rsion of the consign
ment shall detain the copy of the original 
export authorisation (or diversion cer
tificate) which accompanied the consign
ment on arrival in its territory, and shall 
return it to the Government which issued 
it, at the same time i:lotifyirig the name of 
the country to which the diversion hits 
been authorised. 

"3. In cases where the transport is 
being effected by air, the preceding pro
visions of this article shall not be applicable 
if the aircraft passes over the territory of 
the third country without landing. 1f the 
aircraft lands in the territory of the said 
country, the said provisions shall be-applied 
so far as the circumstances permit. 

"4· Paragraphs I to 3 of this article 
are without prejudice to the provisions of 
any international agreement which limits 
the control which may be exercised by 
any of the Contracting Parties over the 
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substances to which the present Convention 
applies when in din;ct transit. 

"S· The provisions of this article shall 
not apply to transport of the substances by . 
post." 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : . 
Translation : At the beginning of Article IS 

we have tne words "remove from the ship 
or conveyance" ("vehicule"). In some countries 
these "convevances" are animals - camels, 
donkeys, etc.· Would it not therefore be better 
to sav "or other means of transport" ? . 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation · I hasten to reassure my 

Egyptian colleague: the word in French would 
include camels, . donkeys, or anything which . 
carries goods. 

Article IS was adopted without modification. 

Articles I6, I7 and IB. 

The text of Articles I6, I7 and IS was tead 
as follows: 

J 

"A consignment of any of the substances 
covered by the present Convention which 
is landed in the territory of any Contracting 
Party and placed in a bonded warehouse 
shall not be withdrawn from the bonded 
warehouse unless an import certificate, 
issued by the Government of the country 
of destination and certifying that the impor
tation is approved, is produced to the autho
rities having jurisdiction over the bonded 
warehouse. A special authorisation shall be 
issued by the said authorities in respect of 
each consignment so withdrawn and shall 
take the place of the export authorisation 
for the purpose of Articles IJ, I4 and IS 
above. 

Article I7. 

"No consignment of the substances 
covered by the present Convention while 
passing in transit !hrough the territories 
of any Contracting Party or whilst being 
stored there in a bonded warehouse may 
be subjected to any process which would 
alter the nature of the substances in question 
or, without the permission of the competent 
authorities, the packing. 

Article IB. 

"If any Contracting Party finds it impos
sible to apply any provision of this chapter 
to trade with another country by reason of 
the fact that such country is not a party 
to the present Convention, such Contracting 
Party will only be bound to apply the p~o
visions of this chapter so far as the cir
cumstances ·permit." 

Articles I6, · I7 and I8 were adopted. 

CHAPTER IV. - INDIAN HEMP. 

Article 11. 

The text of Article 11 was read as follo\\s : 
"I. In addition to the provisions of 

Chapter V of the present Convention, which 
shall apply to Indian hemp an~ the re~in 
prepared from it, the Contractmg Part1es 
undertake : 

"(a)_ To prohibit the export of the 
resin prepared from Indian hemp to 
countries which have prohibited its use." 
and, in cases where export is permitted, 
to require the production of a special· 
import certificate .issued by the import
ing country stating that the import~tion 
is· approved for the purposes specified 
in the certificate and that the resin will 
not be re-exported ; 

"(b) Before issuing an export autho
risation under Article IJ of the present 
Convention, in respect of Indian hemp, 
to require the production of a special 
jmport certificate issued by the Govern
ment of the importing country and stating 
that the importation is approved and is 
required exclusively for medical or scien- 1 

tific purposes. 
"2.. The Contracting Parties shall exer

cise such effective control as to prevent the 
illicit international traffic in Indian hemp 
and especially in the resin." 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : In agreement with Professor 

Perrot and several other of mv colleagues, I 
propose that in paragraph (a), which says 
that the exportation of the resin pre(>ared from 
Indian hemp wil.l be prohibited, we should 
specifically state that this passage refers to 
hashish, etc. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : I agree. The exact worrling 

sho11ld be : 
" ...... of the resin obtained from Indian 

hemp and the ordinary preparations known 
under various names, such as hashish, 
esrar, chira, diamba, etc." 

The Preeldent : 
Translation : Has anyone any observations 

to make on this amendment ? 

Mr. Walton (India) : 
It means the preparations from resin ; so, 

perhaps, to make that clear, the words "pre
parations from the resin" should be substituted. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : These are the chief prepar~

tions. The resin is not the only thing to be 
considered. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
Does the Indian delegate accept the extension 

of paragraph (a) to preparations of Indian 
.hemp ~ It would seem to be inconsistent \\ith 
paragraph (b). I understood the amendment 
of the Egyptian delegate to refer to prepara
tions of the resin and, if that is so, I understand 
the Indian delegate sees no objection. But, 
in order that the Convention may be quite clear, 
we must know whether the words "its usual • 
preparations" means preparations of the resin 
or preparations of the Indian hemp. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : I think we are going back to 

a• question which has already been decided. 
Sub-Committee F was definitely in favour of 
prohibiting altogether the export of pure resin. 
The Indian delegate having drawn attention 
to the special situation of his country, we agreed 
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to sw that rt'sin could ht' exportell in certain 
l'a"<< But there are also the preparations of 
ltt<lian hemp, the hl·st known being hashish, 
w hi,·h is called "t'srar" in Turkey, "chira" in 
Tunis; and so on, and which is made either 
from the leaves or from the pure resin ; these 
preparations can be brought under the ~onven
tion without raising any serious objections on 
the part of the Indian delegate, as the present 
uses to which these substances are put ·can be 
made subject to certain reservations. I therefore 
think that Sir Malcolm Dclevingne's apprehen
sions are groundless. 

The President : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, \\ill address the 
' '-Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I am afraid :M. Perrot has not quite understood 

what I said. We have to be quite clear what 
we are dealing with in this ·paragraph. On the 
recommendation of Sub-Committee F, we have 
dealt .with Indian hemp in three ways. We have 
included certain preparations of Indian hemp 
in Chapter Ill, Article 4·. .we have ?ealt in 
Article II, paragraph (a), w1th the. resm. yve 
have dealt in paragraph (b) of Arhcle II w1.th 

. Indian hemp as defined in the first article of 
the Convention. If we insert in paragraph (a) 
of Article II a reference to preparations of 
Indian hemp, it seems to me we are introducing 
a confusion with the other provisions to which 
I have refen:ed. 

Preparations of Indian hemp would cover the 
preparations referred to in Article 4, and the 
Governments would be at a loss to know which 
provisions apply in certain. cases .. 

I am merely concerned from the point of 
";ew of the clearness of 11ur draft. \\'e must 
know exactly what the provisions mean. I 
~·as under the impression .that the intention was 
to deal in paragraph (a) of Article II with 
the resin, which is the most dangerous product 
-we are all agreed about that - and to control 
its exportation in the strictest possible manner. 
I understand that is also the view of the French 
delegation, which, as well as the Indian delega
tion; is interested in this matter. If we add to 
paragraph (a) "all preparations of Indian hemp", 
I am not at all clear where we are, and I would 
ask for further explanation from the members 
of Sub-Committee F who are interested in the 
matter. 

M. El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
Translation : The products referred to before 

were derivatives of the resin, while what we 
now want is a definition of Indian hemp. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : This is one of the difficulties 

t.ncountered by the Drafting Committee when 
dealing 11ith technical points. Sub-Committee 
F said : "ordinary preparations of which 
resin forms the base". If this expression 

e had been retained, we should not be discussing 
the point now. · Why not go back to this 
wording? We cannot say "preparations of 
pure resin" because the resin is not always pure. 
But it is inadmissible that in a definition of 
Indian hemp we should make no mention of 
the preparations derived from it.. I therefore 

propose the introduction of the words I h~ve 
just mentioned. . 

Mr. Walton (India). : 
. · I quite agree with the phrase proposed by 
M. Perrot. 

Th11 Preeid11nt : 
Trattsltttion : These words will be inserted 

in Article Il. 

. · M. van Wettum (Netherlands) : 
In the third line of paragraph (a) we should 

say : "the Government of the importing 
country" instead of "the importing country'', 
in conformity '1\.ith the text of the other articles. 

In paragraph (b) in the French text, it should 
be "usages medicaux ou scientifiques" instead 
of "fins medicales ou scientifiques". 

Mr. Walton (India) : 
In Ko. 2 of Article II, in order to make the 

English conform with the French, and for the 
sake 9f precision, we should say: "The Contract- . 
ing Parties shall exercise an effective control
of such a nature ... ". 

Article II was adopted with the small modi
fications just proposed. 

CHAPTER III. 

Article 4· 

· The text of Article 4 was read as follows : 
( "The provisions of the present chapter 

apply to the following substances : 

"(a) Medicinal opium ; 
"(b) Crude cocaine and ecgonine; 
"(c) Morphine, diacetylmorphine, co-

caine and their respective salts ; 
"(d) All preparations (officinal and 

non-officinal, including the so
called anti-opium remedies) con
taining more than 0.2 per cent of 
morphine or more than o.I per 
cent of cocaine ; 

"(e) · All preparations containing dia
cetylmorphine ; 

"(/) Galenical preparations (extract 
and tincture) of Indian hemp ; 

"(g) Any othe10 narcotic drug to which 
the present Convention may be 
applied in accordance with Ar
ticle IO." 

Th11 Preeident ·: 
Translation : M. Bourgois, delegate of 

France, will address the Conference. 

M. Bourgole (France) : 
Translation : I do not want to reopen dis

cussion on a point which has been settled, but 
I should like a vote to be taken on the following 
amendment : In Article 4, paragraph (e), 
after the word "containing" add the words 
"more than one thousandth part of diacetyl
morphine". The sentence would then read : 
"all preparations containing p~ore than one
thousandth part of diacetylmorphine". I ima
gine that no medical or ·scientific arguments 
can be adduced against my amendment. In 
these infinitesimal doses there can be no ques-
tion of smuggling or drug addiction. · 
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M. de Myttenaere (Belgium).: 
1'ranslatioll : I should like to ask 111. Bour

gois to reconsider his proposal. One thousandth 
part is o.I per cent. This is going back on our 
previous decision and I hope M. Bourg ois will 
not press this amendment. The actual intention 

· was. to arrange a consultation of the medical 
profession on, the necessity of using heroin, 
and this can only be done if heroin is unob
tainable without a doctor's pres-cription. 

I therefore beg M. Bourgois once more not 
to press his amendment. . ' 

The President : 
Translat.ion : Sir Malcolm Dclevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the . 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
When this question was discussed at the 

first reading, I said that, if a case were made 
out in favour of the change, I should accept it, 
but, as I was not satisfied, either from the 
report of Sub-Committee F or from the debate 
which took place in the Conference, that the 

. change had been justified by any evidence, I 
voted against the proposal. 

During this second and final reading of the 
draft, however, I think we have observed an 
unwritten rule not to raise again questions 
of real substance, and I think, therefore, M. 
Bourgois might consider the question of with
drawing his. proposal. If we raise questions 
of substance on one article, questions of sub
stance may also be raised on other articles. 
I think, on the whole, we should accept the 
decision taken by the Conference after a full 
debate on the first reading, and I do not pro-
pose to support.the amendment. '-

M. Bourgois (France~ : 
Translation : If I withdraw my proposal 

it will not be for the reason given by the Belgian 
delegate. He spoke of quantity,. but I am 
now proposing a quantity ten times · smaller 
.than that which I first proposed. 

As regards the point of order raised by Sir 
.Malcolm Delevingne, I leave that to the Pre
sident to decide. If he thinks this question 
should not be discussed at the second reading, 

. I "ill, of course, withdraw my proposal. 

The President : 
Translation : I cannot rule M. Bourgois' 

proposal out of order since already in to-day's 
discussion we have at least touched upon ques
tions of substance anc~ will perhaps have to do 

·so again. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : There is perhaps· a misun

derstanding. I am now proposing not o.x 
but o.ox per cent. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : You said a thousandth p~rt. 

That is o.x per cent. 

M. Bourgois (France) : 
Translation : I meant to say one ten

thousandth. 

The President : 
Translation M. Bourgois has corrected 

his proposal. 

M. Chodzko (Poland) : 
Translatio11 : If this proposal is accepted, • 

I for my part will have to niake every reser
vation as. regards signing the Convention. 

M, Bourgois (France) : 
· Translation : After the explanation l have 

given, does Sir 1\lalcQ,)m Delcvingne stand by 
what he said ? 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I should like to know the Belgian delegate's 

opinion . 

M, Bourgols (France) : 
Tnmslation : I meant on the point of order. 

The President : 
Tramlation : Sir 1\lalcolm .DeJevingne did ·~ 

not, strictly speaking, raise a point of order. 

M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
Translation : I was speaking for the majo. 

rity of the Sub-Committee ; it is not a matter 
which specially concerns Belgium or myself 
personally . 

. I am strongly in favour of the proposal of 
the Sub-Committee because, as I said at the 
first reading, it constitutes the first step in the 
actual suppression of the consumption of nar
cotics. I therefore beseech the Conference to 
abide by the judgment of the Sub-Committee 
and not'go back on a decision which I regard 

. as a very real advance in the matter of the 
regulation of the traffic in narcotics. 

The President 
·Translation. : Does M. Bourgois maintain 

his proposal ? 

M. Bourgola (France) : 
Translation : If a vote is in order, I ask for 

a vote, but if there is the least doubt on the· 
point, I .will withdraw my proposal. 

The President : 
Translation : I con~ider that the proposal 

is in. order. I therefore put to the vote 
M. Bourgois'' proposal to add, after the word 
"containing" in Article 4 (e) the words "more 
than one ten-thousandth. 

The proposal was rejected . 
• The President : 

Translation· : M. Anselmino, delegate of 
Germany, will address the Conference. 

M. Anselmlno (Germany) : 
Translation : The draft Convention goes 

further as regards the control of preparations 
of. Indian hemp than as regards the coqtrol of 
alkaloid preparations. These preparations, how
ever, are very rarely used in a pure state in 
medicine. Germany is prepared to undertake 
not to permit the exportation of the extract and 
tincture of Indian hemp, since she is always o 
ready to promote the general welfare and further 
the Interests of international hygiene. 

The officinal products in question can only 
be sold to the public by chemists on production 
of a doctor's prescription, especially when 
required for internal use. I do not know 
whether Germany will be able to undertake to 
apply the same restrictions to. the home trade 
in these drugs as to narcotics ; I refer to 
matters such as trading permits, inspection of 
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tratl,•n-' J>ren.ise,;, account-books, statistics of 
:<t<x· k><, ct c. 
' lk.ing without in!'-tructions from my Govern
nwnt, I am obliged to make a reservation as 
regards the home trade in . the extract and 
tincture of Indian hemp in Germany. In· an 
international-Convention, obligations regarding 
the home trade should not be imposed beyond 
what is required for international purposes. · 

In short, Germany, sincerE>Iy desirous though 
she is to co-operate in the control of intern~tional 
traftic - as the Secretary-General of the Con
ference and the members of the Advisory 
Committee are well aware -- nevertheless 
reserves the right to regulate her home trade 
in the preparations of Indian hemp in order 
to meet her own requirements. 

0 The President : 
Translation : The German delegate's state

ment will be entered in the record of the meeting. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation .- . There are certain pharmaceu

tical preparations "'hich can be placed on the 
home market, and which there can be no ques
tion of bringing within the scope of the Conven
tion. ·The Convention only applies to two 
products which, from the chemical point of view, 
are clearly defined, the extract and the tinc
ture ; but preparations containing the extract 
and the tincture do not come under the Con
vention. To have included them would have 
meant injuring unnecessarily the legitimate 
interests of chemists. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
I am not quite sure whether I understood 

M. Perrot aright. What I understood him to 
say was that Article 4 only applies. to extracts 
and tinctures and not to preparations contain
i!lg extracts and tinctures. Is that so ? 

M. Perrot Wrance) : 
Translation : Yes, that is what I wanted to 

have put in the record of this meeting. 
Article 4 was adopted. 

Article 5· 
The text of Article 5 was read as follows : 

"The Contracting Parties shall enact 
' effective laws or regulations to limit exclu

sively to medical a!!d scientific purposes 
the manufacture, import, sale, distribu
tion, export and use of the substances to 
which this chapter applies. They shall 
co-operate with one another to prevent 
the use of these substances for any other 
purposes." 

Article 5 was adopted. 

. ·Article 6. 

The text of Article 6 was read as follows : 
"The Contracting Parties shall control 

all persons manufacturing, importing, -.ell
ing, distributing or exporting the substances 
to which this chapter applies, as well as 
the buildings in which these persons carry 
on such industry or trade. 
. "With this object, the Contracting Par-

ties shall: . 

"(a) Confine the manufacture of the 
substances to those establishments and 
premises alone which have been licensed 

... 
for the purpose, rE>ferrcd to in A_rticlc 4 
(b), (c) and (!(). · 

"(b) Require that all persons eng~ged 
in the manufacture, import, sale, dis
tribution, or export of the said substances 

·shall obtain a licence or permit to engage 
in these operations ; 

"(c) Require that such persons shatl 
enter in their books the quantities 
manufactured, imports, exports, sales 
and all other distribution of the said 

. · substances. This requirement shall not 
necessarily apply either to supplies dis
pensed by medical practitioners or to 
sales by duly authorised chemists on 
medical prescriptions, provided in each 

·case that the medical prescriptions are 
filed and preserved by the medical prac~ 
titioner or chemist." 

The President : 
Translation : M: Perrot, delegate of France, · 

will address the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France) : . 
Translation : I 'should like to make an 

observation on behalf of M. Carriere and on 
my own behalf, as I supported his view. 

Paragraph (c) does not give entire satisfac-
tion. . 

"The Committee did not want any other 
authorised persons to be mentioned besides 
medical practitioners; but I wish to say, and to 
ha.ve my statement included in the -record of 
the meeting,_ that, necessarily, this rule will 
not apply to other authorised persons - such 
as veterinary surgeons or dentists -: who 
are allowed to have quantities of morphine 
in their possession for the purposes of their 
calling. The Committee did not wish to say 
"other authorised persons" because the term 
seemed too wide, but I desired the declaration 
which I have just made to appear in the records 
in order to make it clear that" the domestic · 
regulations of each country may allow authori
sations to be granted to persons other than 
medical practitioners. 

The President : 
Translation : The French delegation's state

ment will be included in the record of the 
meeting.· 

Article 6 was adopted. 

Article 7· 
The text of Article 7 was read as follows : 

"The Contracting Parties- shall · take 
measures. to prohibit, as regards their 
internal trade, the delivery to or posses
sion by any unauthorised persons of the 
substances to which thi~ chapter applies."· 

The President : 
1'ranslation : The Swiss delegation has 

submitted an amendment to Article 7· I call 
upon M. Dinichert to speak. 

M. Dlnic~en (Switzerland) 
1'ranslalion . The amendment which I 

wish to submit is purely a matter of drafting. 
. Article 7 as it stands does not read very well 

in French. I propose the following wording : 
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"Les parties contractantes prendront des 
mesures pour prohibcr, dans leur commerce 
interi~ur, toute cession a des personnes non 
autonsees ·ou toute detention par ces 



persoi:mes des substances auxquclle'> s'ap
plique le present cbapitre." 

. · The present text is, I know, correct In English, 
but it is hatdly adrni!!sible in French. 

The President : 
Translation : The wording proposed bv l\1. 

Dinichert does not affect the meaning, and I 
suggest that the Conference should adopt it. 

Article 7 was adopted with the new wordinl!. 

Article 8. 

The text of Article 8 was read as follows : 
· "In the event of the Health Committee 
of the League of Nabons, after having 
submitted the question for advice and re
port to the Permanent Committee of the 
Office international d'Hygiene publique in 
Paris, finding that any preparation con
taining any of the narcotic drugs referred 
to in the present chapter cannot give rise 
to the drug habit on account of the medi-

. caments with which the said drugs are 
compounded and which preclude the reco

. very of the said drugs, the Health Com
mittee shall communicate thi!l finding to 
the Council of the League of Nations. The 
Council will communicate the finding to the 
Contracting Parties, and thereupon the 
pro\'isions of the present Convention will 
not be applicable to .the preparation con-
cerned." · 

Article 8 was adopted. 

Article 9· 

The text of Article .9 was read as follows : 
"Notwithstanding the provisions of Ar

ticles 5 and 6, any Contracting Party may 
authorise the supply to the public by 
chemists, at their own discretion, as medi
cines, for intmediate use in urgent cases, 
of the following opiate oftidnal prepara
tions : · tincture of opium, Sydenham 
laudanum and Dover powder. The maxi
mum dose, however, which may be sup
plied in such cases must not contain more 
than 25 centigrarnrnes of officinal opium, 
and the chemist must enter in his books 
the quantities supplied, as provided in 
Ar~icle 6 (c)". · 

The president. : 
Translation : Is not the expression "for 

immediate use in urgent cases" tautologous ? 
We ought to find a better phrase. · 

M. Perrot. (France) : 
Translation : It would be sufficient to 

say : "for urgent cases." 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) 
I think there is a point here. The intention 

was that these preparations should be for 
urgent cases. I think the case cited was that 
of persons taken ill in the street who go to a 
chemist's shop and are supplied with metlicine 
to be consumed on the spot. If you simply say 
"for use in urgent cases" that might apply 
to supplies of preparations for use elsewhere -
at horne, for instance. I think the word "imme
diate" is important, · and I should suggest 
therefore that we adhere to the present text. 

M. Perrot. (France) : 
Translation : But if 1 were taken ill in tht! 

street and you went to fetch some laudanum 
~he chemist would not give you any, since he 
1s only allowed to deliver it to the patient and 
not to the bearer. In my opinion, we should 
simply say "medicines for urgent cases". .· 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
That is all very well, but the words which 

M. Perrot suggests give a very wide extension 
to this article, and 1 would have to oppose very 
strongly the alteration he proposes. We settled 
this text very carefully. The whole case for 
this clause was based on the case of a man who 
is taken ill in the street and who war.ts some~ 
thing immediately. Let us adhere to the 
decision which has already been taken and ' 
maintain the present text. 

M. de Myt.tenaere (Belgium) ;. 
Translatic•n : J.et us take a case -.which 

to my knowledge has actually occurred - of 
a woman having a miscarriage ; the doctor 
is sent for and prescribes a small quantity of 
laudanum. The husband goes to the chemist 
and asks for several drops of this drug. If 
he makes the husband take the laudanum 
himself it would not help the patient very 
much. · · · .. 

' Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
But surely that is a perfectly irrelevant re

mark. If a doctor has ordered laudanum, he 
has given a prescription. 

M. de Myt.tenaere (Belgium) and M. Perrot. 
(France) ·: 

Translation : No. 

M. de Palacioe (Spain) : 
Translation : I intended making the same 

remark as Sir Malcolm Delevlngne 

The President. : 
1'ranslation : If this wording raises a ques

tion of. principle, it would be preferable not 
to change it. 

M. Perrot. (France) : 
I see no objection to it, but the French is 

rather redundant. ·~ 

The President. : 
TranslaUon : I pro'pose that we should 

keep to the Drafting Committee's text. (Agreed.) 
I venture to ask the opinion of the experts 

on the word "galenique", in the third line of 
Article 9· The expression "preparations gale
niques" is. translated . in English by "officinal 
preparations", but the expression "opium offi
cinal" in the fifth line of the French text is 
also rendered in English by "officinal opium". Is 
there any difference between "galenique" and 
"officinal" ? 

M. Perrot. (France) : 
.. 

Translation: I think 1 have already pointed 
out in the Drafting Committee that the 
word "galenique" means, in all countries 
which would use the French text, preparations 
made up by chemists. Of course, we could .use 
the word "officinal". Sir Malcolm Delevingne 
told us that English was a very rich language 
and also had the word "galenical". The same 
word could therefore be used in both texts. 
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Sir Malcolm. Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
• I do not feel competent to deal with t~ese 
,-ery difficult matters ; but the wor~. ·officmal 
in English means, as I understand, m. a.~cor
dance ";th the national pharmacopre1a . . I 
do not know whether the word "gah!nique" m 
French bas the same meaning ; but I ~ake 
it that "officinal preparations" is the nght 
expression here. Perhaps it is desirable there
fore to alter the French text to "pr~parabons 
officinales" as in Article 4 (d). 

M. PIIITO\ (France) : 
TranslaJion : As far as I am concerned, I 

have no objection to putting ~be word "officina!" 
in the French text. It IS already used ~n 

• Article 4 {!). 
M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
TraMlaJion : I propose that the words 

"notwithstanding the provisions of Articles 5 
and 6" should be deleted, as there is no refe
rence to these articles. 

M. PIIITOt (France) : 
TranslaJion : These words are superfluous, 

as Article 9 bas no relation to Articles 5 and 6. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) ; . 
·~ I think that the reference ought to be to 

Article 7. which prohibits t~e delivery to or 
possession by any unauthonsed persons. An 
unauthorised person in the ~ase of the pu~lic 
is a person not in possess!~~ of . a med1_cal 
prescription. Shall we say notWithstandmg 
the provisions of this chapter" ? 

. M. de Myttenaere (Belgium) : 
TrunslaJion : Nothing at all should be put 

here ; the case is exceptional. On the one band 
you speak of "any authorised persons" and 
on the other you give authorisation, so that 
there is a discrepancy. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empirr) · · 
The words in question are needless, since the 

chemists are authorised already. 

. The President : 
TranslaJion . The Conference agrees to 

delete the words "notwithstanding the provi
si!Jns of Articles 5 and 6" ? (Agreed.) 

Article g, as amended, was adopted. 

Article 10. 

The text of Article 10 was read as follows 

"In the ·event of the Health Committee 
of the League of Nations, after having sub
mitted the question for advice and report 

' to the Permanent Committee of the Office 
international d'Hygiene publique in Paris, 
finding that any narcotic drug to which the 
present Convention does not apply is 
liable to similar abuse and productive of 
similar ill-effects as the substances covered 
by the Convention, the Health Committee 
shall inform the Council of the League 
accordingly and recorr.mend that the pro
visions of the present Convention shall 
be applied to such drug. 

"The Council of the League shall com
municate the said recommendation to the 
Contracting Parties. - Any Contracting 
Party which is prepared to accept the 
recommendation shall notify the Serretary-

General of the League, who will inform the 
other Contracting Parties. 

"The provisions of the present Conven
tion shall thereupon apply to the substance 
in quesrton as between the Contracting 
Parties who have accepted the recommen
dation referred to above." 

The President . : 
Translation : M. Perrot, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : The wording of this article 

is still rather laboured and obsc)lre. I have . 
before me a text drafted by M. Caniere. · It 
does not change the substance of the ,:article 
and is infinitely clearer and. more precise. I 
will read it. 

"In the event of the Health Committee 
of the League of Nations, after having 
submitted the. question for advice and 
report to the P~rmanen~ Cox_nmittee of. the 
Office internatiOnal d Hygiene pubhque 
in· Paris, finding that any narcotic drug 
may, like the substances specified in !.etters 
(a), (b), (c), (d), (e) and {i) of Article 4. 
above, be liable to similar abuse and pro
ductive of similar ill-effects, the Health . 
Committee shall inform the Council of 
the League accordingly and ask that. a 
recommendation should be made to the 
Contracting Parties for the submission of 
the said substance to the regime of the 
present Convention. The Council of. the 
League of Nations shall communicate the 
said recommendation to the Contracting 
Parties. Each Contracting Party which 
accepts the recommendation shall inform 
the Secretarv-General of the League of 
Nations. • 

"When ten Contracting Parties have 
informed the Secretary-General that they 
accept the recommendation, the provisions 
of the present Convention shall thereupon 
apply to the substance in question .as 
between. these Contracting Parties." 

The President : 
Translation : Does anyone wish to speak 

on this amendment ? 

Sir Malcolm. Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I should like to see the text, Mr. President. 

M. de Palacios (Spain) : 
Translation : Could the French text be 

read again ? I think something bas been left 
out in the translation. 

The 'French text was read. 

M. Perrot (France) : 
Translation : No change has been made as 

regards the substance of the article. It has 
only been made clearer. 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I have not bad the advantage of seeing the 

Fren,ch text, but certainly I do not think that 
it is an improvement on the English text as 
it appears in the draft. I should be sorry 
therefore if the· amendment were accepted. 

But there is one point to which the amend
ment calls attention and on which I think 
Dr. Carriere is right and that is in regard to 
the use of the phrasl' in the draft as it stands 
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"substanc~s covered by the Convention". What 
we really mean, of course, is the substances 
to which this chapter applies. In that respect 
Dr. Carriere's amendment is admittedly an 
improvement. I think that the only change 
that we need to make. is the substitution of 
the words "to which this chapter applies" for 
the words "covered by the Convention". I 
think that if we m'lke that change we shall give 
satisfaCtion on the main points of Dr. Carriere's 
proposal. I do not think that the rest of the 
amendment is important - certainly not in 
the English text. I suggest that, for the sake 
of expedition, we simply make the alteration 
I have mentioned. 

. The President : 
. Translation : We will then simply amend this 

passage to read :"to which this chapter applies". 
(Agreed.) 

Article 10 as amended u•as adopted. 

CHAPTER II. 

Article 2. 

The text of Article 2 was read as follows : 
"The Contracting Powers undertake to 

strengthen the effective laws or regulations 
which they have enacted in virtue of Article 
I of the Hague Convention of 1912 for the 
control of- the production, distribution and 
exportation of raw opium." 

The President : 
Translation : M. Kircher, delegate of France, 

will address the Conference. 

M. Kircher (France) : 
Translation: V.le were very sorry on February · 

12th not to obtain unanimity on the proposal 
which we put forward in the hope of conciliating 
all the interests affected and of permitting all 
the delegations to sign this Convention without 

· reservation. 
We were much perturbed by the refusal 

of several delegations to accept it. During 
th~ last few days we have endeavoured . to 
improve our formula and to find a text whtch 
would satisfy the whole Conference and enable 
us all to sign the Convention. As a result of 
the very great assistance given us by Sir Mal
colm Delevingne, whom I should like to thank, 
we have reached an entente cordiale and have 
jointly drawn up a ne~ text ~hich defines, 
without unduly extendmg thetr effect, the 
pledges which must be given by all the Powers 
present at this Conference. 

'\'e ask yo-u to accept this ne~ wording, the 
purport of which should be mt~rpreted . as 
follows : - ·we all stand by our tdeal, whtch 
is to put an end as soon as possible to the pro
duction of illicit opium, but, in view of existing 
circumstances we confine ourselves for the pre
sent to assu~ing ve.ry definite and limite_d . 
obligations to which each country ~an commtt 
itself with the sure knowledge that 1t can carry 
thf'm out. We ask you to a:ccep~ this ~r~ula 
without any further discussiOn, m a spmt of 
conciliation and mutual goodwill. (Applause.) 

The President : . 
· ·1'rall-slation : l take it frorit your applause 
that I can regard the new wording of ,\rtic\e 2 

as accepted by the Conference \11-ithout further 
discussion. (Agreed.) • 

Article 2 u•as adopted. 

Article 3· 

The text of Article 3 was read as follows : 
"Due regard being had to the differences 

in their commercial conditions, the Con
tracting Parties shall limit the number of 
towns, ports or other localities through 
which the export or import of raw opium 
or coca leaves shall be permitted." 

A rlicle 3 was adopted. 

CH.o\PTER I. - DFFINITIONS . 

Article 1. 

The text of Article 1 was read as follows : ~ 

"The Contracting Parties agree to adopt 
. the following <fefinitions for the purposes of 

the present Convention : 
"Raw Opium. -· 'Raw opium' means 

the spontaneously coagulated juice obtained 
from the capsules of the Papaver som
tJiferum L., which has only been sub
mitted to the necessary manipulations for 
packing and transport, whatever its con
tent of morphine. 

"..'\r[edicinal Opium:- 'Medicinal opium' 
means raw opium which has undergone the 
processes necessary to adapt it for medicinal 
use in accordance with the requirements of 
the national pharmacopreia, whether in 
powder form or granulated or otherwise 
or mixed with neutral materials. 

"M orphille. - 'Morphine' means the 
principal alkaloid of opium having the 
chemical formula C17H110 1N. 

"Diacetylmorphine. -'Diacetylmorphine' 
means diacetylmorphine (diamorphine, he
roin) having the formula C.,H.10 1N. 

"Coca Leaf. - 'Coca leaf' means the 
leaf of the Erythroxylon Coca (Lamarck) 
and the Erythroxylon no11o-granatense (Mor
ris) Hieronym"s and their varieties belong

. ing to the family of Erythroxylacere and 
the leaf of other species of this genus f:som 
which it may be found possible to txtract 
cocaine either directly or by chemical 
transformation. 

"Crude Cocaine. 'Crude Cocaine' 
means any extract of the coca leaf which 
can be used directly or indirectly for the 

·manufacture of cocaine. · 
"Cocaine. - 'Cocaine' means methyl

benzoyl lrevo.:Ccgonine (D. 2rP = -· 1604 in 
20 per cent solution of chloroform) of 
which the formula is C.,H .. O.N. 

"Ecgonine. - 'Ecgonine' means lrevo-• 
ecgonine (D. zrP = - 45<>6 in 5 per cent 
solution of water) of which the formula is 
C,H110 1 NH10 and all the derivatives of 
lrevo-ecgonine which might serve indus
trially for its recovery. 

"Indian Hemp.-- 'Indian hemp' means 
the dried flowering or fruiting tops of the 
pistillate plant Cannabis satit•a L. from 
which the resin has not been extracted, 
under whatever name they may be desig
nated in commerce." 
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- The Prwlden\ : 
• 1'rartSlaliorc : There are mistakes in the 

chemical formula: in Article 1. We asked 
the opinion of the 9rganic chemistry laboratory 
of Geneva University on this point, and we 
propo...<>e to abide by their reply, which may 
be takE-n as official. · 

M. Perrot; delegate of France, ·will address 
the (onference. . ' -~, 

- M. PIII'I'Qt (France) ; 
TrarcslaJ.'o,. : As regards the chemical for

mula:, to which the President has re£erred, 
we shall be able to revise these carefully in the 
final proof. I beg to draw attention to the 
follo~~~oing points : 

, De/ircitioH of/he ctJca leaf : the word "La-
• marck" should not be. in brackets, and the 

word "Hieronymus1
' should not be in italics. 

' r At the end of the same paragraph ·a word should 
be _added : · " ... from which it may be found 
possible to extract or. obtai" cocaine either 
-directly, etc.". The word "obtain" is Il).isslng. 

De/initio" of Intliun l~t11!p : Sub-Committee 
F drew attention to the necessity· of using the 
:terms by which Indian hemp is designated in 
·commeree. · In agreement with the Indian and 
·Belgian ddegates, I propose· that we should 
add at the l'nd.of the paragraph the words : 
"bhang, Bombay tops, ganja, gua~:a, _etc.". 

' -

· ~ir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
I never heard of a more unsciE-ntific method 

of definition. ·Surely this is unworthy of the 
ConfE-rence ? These are scientific definitions. 
Why introduce in a scientific definition a 
number of commercial terms which add nothing 
to the value of the definition ? 

M. PIII'I'Ot (France) : -
Translatiolf ·: As Rapporteur,· I venture to 

press my proposal, as in the case of Indian hemp 
we are not dealing: with a well-defined sub

·stance : . in commE-rce Indian hemp appears 
under various names. Thus "bhang" is not 
the $arne thing, from the scientific point of 
view, as· "ganja" or "guaza", but they are all 
forms of Indian hemp. . . 

Sir Malcolm Delevlngne (British Empire) : 
9f course it is not the same thing. I suggest, 

however, that M. Perrot might be quite satis
. lied with the mention of these_ substances in 

the record of the meeting. 

M. Perrot· (France) : 
Translation ; I should like to know the 

opinion of llr. Walton, the Indian delegate. 

Mr. Walton (India) : . 
. - I have no objection to their being mentioned 
m the record of the meeting. · . 

• M, El Gulndy (Egypt) : 
TranslatioiJ : I do not see any reason to 

omit these words. 

The Pr"ldent : . 
TrtlnslaUilft : Does the Conference wish to · • 

add this rather complicated . nomenclature to . 
.the defirtitions themselves or will it be,satisfied 
if -it is mentioned _ln the record of tbe_ meeting ? 

· 1¥1· Perrot (France) : · 
_TraHslutioH : As Rapporteur, I consider 

that· the Insertion of this notnentlature in the 
record of the meeting will be sufticient. 

(Approl'etl.) 

Preamble. 

The text of the preamble was read as follows : 

"ALBANIA, etc., etc. 

"Taking note of the fact tbat the appli
cation 'of the provisions of the Hague 
Convention of January 23rd, I9I:i, by tbe 
Contracting Parties has produced' results 
of great value, but tbat the contraband 
trade in and abuse of tbe substances to 
wbich the Convention applies still continue 
on a great scale ; _ 

"Convinced that the contraband· trade 
in and abuse of these substances cannot be 
effectually suppressed except by bringing 
about. a more effective limitation of the 
production or manufacture ofthe substances, 
and by exercising a closer. control and 
supervision of the international trade, than 
are provided for in the- said Convention ; 

!'Desirous therefore of taking further 
measures to carry out the objects aimed at 
by _the said Convention and to complete 
and strengthen Its provisions ; . · 

"Realising that such limitation and con
trol require the close co-operation of all 
the Contracting Parties ; 

"Confident that this humanitarian effort 
will meet with the unanimous adhesion of 
the nations concerned : 

"Have decided to conclude a Convention 
for this purpose. _ 

"The High Contracting Parties have 
accordingly appointed as their Plenipo
tentiaries : 

[Here follow the t~ames of heads of States 
and their Plenipotentiaries]. 

Who, after commu11icating their full powers, 
found in good and due form, have agreed 
as follows : " 

The preamble was adopted. 

The Pr"ldent : 
Translation : I declare the drafts of the 

Protocol, of the. Convention and of the FinaL 
Act drawn up by our Conference adopted, with 
.the various drafting· amendments that have 
been introduced. · · 

The Conference rose at 7·5 p.m . 

.......... .. . , ......... ···~· 
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114. SIGNATURE OF THE CONVENTION BY 
THE BRITISH DELEGATE : DECLA
RATION BY SIR MALCOLM DELE
VINGNE. 

The President : 
Translation : Sir Malcolm Delevingne, dele

gate of the British Empire, will address the 
Conference. 

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire) : 
Mr. President, I have to make the declara

tion which is usually made by the representa
tive of Great Britain on occasions of this kind. 

As the Conference is aware, the self-govern
ing Dominions of the British Empire which 
are Members of the League sign a Convention 
of this kind independently. I have therefore 
to make the following declaration ; that, at 
the moment of signing the Convention, my 
signature does not bind those parts of the Bri
tish Empire· which are separate Members of 
the League of Nations. 

This declaration was noted. 

115. CLOSE OF THE SESSION. 

The President : • 
Translation : Gentlemen, the Second Opium 

Conference has now terminated its long labours. 
'· This is not the time for the conventional 

' President's speech of appreciation and farewell. 
The issues in this Conference have run too deep 

for mere generalities regarding international 
co-operation and good-will. At whatever risk, 
I must attempt to approximate a picture of 
what has here happened. I shall therefore 
speak as frankly and as unconventionally as 
some of the delegates already have spoken. 

First, however, I must pause for a moment 
to express a personal word of gratitude to the 
Council of the League of Nations, which appoin
ted me President of this Conference, to the 
delegates who have unfailingly supporter! me 
in a task which has been more than arduous, 
and to the Secretariat, which has worked day 
and night with an unwavering loyalty and cheer. 
I may here especially mention Dame Rachel 
Crowdy, who has been of inestimable help to 
me not only in the immense secretarial work 
but also in the vision which she has brought to 
the larger issues involved. (Appla11se.) 

May I also say a special word of thanks to 
the distinguished international journalists who 
have followed our most complex debates wit,h 
a patience not less than that shown by the 
delegates, and who have performed a service 
of unique value in familiarising the public 
with the problems which we have faced and 
must still face. We know that we can count 
on their continued support. 

The best that a President can do is to please 
everybody,- but that, I am sure, is almost 
always impossible and a hundred times impos
sible in a Conference such as we have been 
through. The worst he can do is to please one 
side and displease the other, for that shows 
he has been partial. The most he can hope for , 
is that he has displeased everybody, and in 
that hope I imagine I am not completely 
disappointed. 

The Opium Conference - I say unhesita
tingly - has been the most difficult Conference 
in the history of the League of Nations. We 
have touched on the centuries-old practices 
of the East ; we have come hard against 
the economic status of several nations ; we 
have found ourselves confronted by the most 
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('Nnplicatt.>d and batlling details ; we have seen 
the ~truggle between the smuggler and tne law 
~nfon:er ; and yt't we have had to safeguard 
legitimate rights and legitimate use~ of dr_ugs 
when fulfilling tht'ir errand of mercy m alleviat
ing sufft>ring. The drug question is both a 
boon and a curse to civilisation ; it contains 
much that is good as well as much that is bad ; 
but where it is bad is like a many-headed hydra 
rearing its ugly features, despite all precautions, 
in most unexpected places. . · 

The Conference opened on November t7th 
"ith 41 States present, including four non
m~mbers of the League. It sat till December 
2oth, when the combination of the holidays and 
the breach of opinion already manifested made 
adjournment desirable in order to gi,·e the dele
gates opportunity to consult their GoYernments. 

r· The Conference resumed its work on January 
19th \\ith three of the delegations reinforcf"d 
bv new delegates. On February 6th, the 
deJegation of the United States of America, 
and on the following day that of China, 
\\ithdrew because of disagreement with the 
progress of the Conference. To-day, February 
19th, we complete our work, and immediately 
the long process of signature, ratification and 
execution of the resultant Convention begins. 

No League Conference has ever lasted so 
long. For nearly 70 days we have been in 
session. Thirty-eight times we have met in 
plenary conference and over xoo times in ses
sions of commissions, committees or sub
committees. The effort and the material labour 
expended is well illnstrated by the single fact 
that m·er two million sheets of paper have been 
roneoed and distributed. 

It may well be so. The farther the Conference 
has gone into the questions before it the more 
difficult have those questions become. Sup€r
ficially simple as the problem of drugs appears 
to the uninitiated, it is, in fact, so many-sided, 
involves so many totally unexpected angles 
and reaches so deep into the habits of peoples 
and the practice of Governments as to be almost 
hopelessly baffling. The one incontrovertihle 
fact is that there is no simple or single panacea. 

Opium is used in "'idely different ways. 
Amongst the 300 million people of India, it 
has been eaten for centuries, and, whether the 
practice be good or bad, it could be done away 
with only by action going to the root of Indian 
Iiffi. .\mongst other Far Eastern people, espe
cially tne Chinese, it is smoked, usually as a 
heavy stimulant, and is as difficult to abolish 
as any other human frailty. In the West, 
it is manufactured into drugs, some harmless, 
snme neutral, some highly dangerous and capa
ble of being at one moment the curse, and at 
the next the blessing, of society. 

Production is essential - over-production 
disastrous. How, then, can the line be drawn , 
Tilis Conference has recognised that opium and 

· coca, not to mention Indian hemp -- the 
basis of hashish - are usually 'grown in less 
·strongly federalised Governments where control 
is difficult ; it has seen that they are so small 
in bulk as to make their growth profitable even 
~here there are no rail-roads to transport them ; 
1t h.a.o; had to admit that their production and 
sale have long been an established and often 
a perfectly justified feature of the economic 
~rstem of certain States; it has learnt that 
they are sedulously sought by a small coterie 
of. people willing to poison their fellows for 

profit ; and it ha:s beet.l br~:mght face to face 
with the fact that the1r h1gh.ly conct>ntrated 
,-alue make them the joy of the smuggler and 
the despair of the law enforcer. . 

The Conference has not solved· these problems ; 
it has not removed the world's drug evil, It 
makes no claim.. to cnmplete success. On the 
contrary, it frankly recognises that it leaves 
behind it questions which will not be solved 
for years - possibly even decades. 

Yet I do unhesitatingly believe that this 
Conference has struck a mo§t powerful blow 
at the drug evil. The immense publicity 
which has been had from its open debates in 
an international centre has sounded a warning 
of the drug evil which will be heard in the far 
corners of. the world: The facts which have 
been brought out here, and the education there 
has been both of the delegates and of public . 
opinion, have put the question in a light nev~r 
before possible. · · . 

That, I think, is the great cardinal result 
of our long deliberations. The drug problem 
is now before world opinion. and will stay before 
world opinion until it is solved. \Ve have 
taken certain detailed steps here ; we will 
take more to-morrow, and still more the day 
after, but, the outstanding fact is that we have 
started .on a road which eventually can lead 
on! y to success. 

Apart from publicity, the Conference has 
greatly strengthened the Hague Convention 
of thirteen years ago. The general principles 
enunciated in that document have now been 
provided with the mechanism for their reali
sation. The first step has been taken tow~rds 
the constitution of that international control 
which will eventually destroy the evil aspects 
of the drug trafl1c. · . 

The keystone of this control is the Central 
Board of eight permanent and disinterested 
experts who are to be a_rmed with all the ·statis
tics· which the Governments can provide ·as 
to. the nations' legitimate requirements for 
production and manufacture. This Board will, 
in effect, be a great fact-finding body, which, 
in a few years, should cast its light of publicity 
into the darknesses of the drug question and 
allow the world to distinguish the good 
from the evil. Then, and then only, will we 
have the data essential for an intelligent and 
sci en ti fie course of action. · 

That, however, is not all : should statistics 
prove that any nation's territory is being used 
for an importation grossly in excess of its 
needs and obviously a danger to others, the 
Board can recommend the cessation of shipments 
to that nation. The mere. threat of such 
action and the mere danger of an aroused 
world opinion should constitute an almost 
irresistible weapon which it may be expected 
will never have to be used. ' 

Obligations as intricate and complicated as the 
grug problem itself have been accepted by the 
Signatory Powers to make all this mechanism 
effective. Estimates of needs, statistics of 
production and of manufacture ; control and 
supervision . of factories ; extension of the 
system of import and export certificates; 
provi!ions for the control of transhipment and 
for free ports ; even - for the first time, J 
believe - provisions as regards transportation 
by · air; all have been incorporated in this 
n£w treaty in order to prevent any possible 
leakages. While no one, I think, suffers unde~ 
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the delusion 'that the present system is water
tight, all of us, I am sure, feel that it~ imperfec-· 
tions can be overcome as they marufest them
selves with experience. 

If manufacture and transit have been well 
cared for, the same success cannot be claimed 
for production. The American principle for 
a limitation of production to medical and scien
tific purposes, though accepted as a principle 
by both the Advisory Committee on the Traffic 
in Opium and the Assembly, has not been inclu
ded in the Convention as a contractual obliga
tion. - While, again, no one disputed the right
ness of this principle, the objections by the 
producing countries to its immediate acceptance 
as a binding obligation made it obvious that 
years will be required before the principle will 
become effective in fact. Every possible effort 
was made, even up to the last day of the Con
ference, to. find a solution, but when no solution 
appeared possible, the frankest and the wisest 
course seemed to be to strengthen the original 
provisions of the Hague Convention. The 
difficulties before the immediate acceptance of 
this proposal were twofold : first, international 
control has not yet become sufficiently accurate 
and scientific to justify the world in attempting 
to reduce and to apportion production amongst 
the various nations, and, secondly, the pro
ducing nations would find themselves faced 
by grave economic and political difficulties if 
they attempted brusquely and without alter
native compensation to reduce a commerce 
deep-rooted in custom and in large part at 
least justifiable. _ 

The way, however, has been pointed out. 
On the one hand, the producing countries 
realise that in total theyare providing far more 
drugs than the world needs; ·on the other, 
the world realises that the reduction of pro
duction can take place only on a scientific 
programme and with due regard to existing 
legitimate interests. Such a sharp clarifi
cation of the situation is the first essential on 
the road to ultimate success. Facts are needed 
in order to apportion the reduction, and alter
native economic activities are essential to 
meet its losses. 

Similarly, only a limited progress can be 
claimed as regards the smoking of opium in
certain Pacific countries. While this question 
was the sole_ item on the agenda of the Fjrst 
Conference, nevertheless a joint Committee 
of that Conference and this one was created 
to hear and to discuss the American proposal 
for a total suppression of that·practice within 
fifteen years. Agreement unfortunately was 
not reached, as the countries where the practice 
is temporarily permitted under the Hague 
Convention felt unable, with the exception of 
Japan, to accept the immediate initiation of 
that period of suppression on the ground that 
the present heavy smuggling would render such 
acceptance illusory. _ Instead, they strengthened 
their measures for the control of -the practice 
and accepted the principle of total suppression 
within a fifteen-year period, provided that that 
period should not begin, to run until some out
side international authority, such as the Council 
of the League of Nations, xuled that the oanger 
from smuggling had ceased. This result, how
ever, was unacceptable to the American dele
gation, which, very largely for this reason, 

'< withdrew from the Conference. Regrettable 
'though this withdrawal was, I feel that our 

Conference did what was in its power to do to 
provide a solution which would go far enough 
to convince the American delegation that re:U 
progress was under way and not too far to 
appear impracticable to the Powers imme
diately responsible for the administration of 
these territories. 

Such, then, is the broad outline of the results 
of our eight weeks' effort - an unprecedented 
publicity,- a thorough appreciation of the facts 
and the difficulties of these immensely intricate 
problems, the creation of a real mechanism 
for the day-to-day execution of the Hague 
('onvention, an understanding of the problem 
of the limitation of production which is essential 
for final success, and a thorough discussion, 
even without final agreement, of the prepared
opium problem. More and more as we lea\'e 
behind us these surcharged, and at times even' -
hard, moments through which we have passed, 
I am sure we will begin to see that, after all, 
the sun is not far from breaking through the ' 
clouds. . 

One special consideration I would mention : 
the most serious and the most unfortunate. 
incident of the Conference - namely, the 
withdrawal of the delegation of the United 
States of America. Utterly unchallengeable, I 
believe, is the statement that that delegation, 
by its boldness, its directness and its devotion, 
had given a supreme .impetus to the whole 
anti-drug campaign. Important political per
sonalities had thrice crossed the Atlantic to 
help in our discussions, and this last time had 
been away from horne nearly four months. 

No voice was raised -and indeed, I believe, 
no voice can be raised - against the justice 
of the principles enunciated by the American 
delegation. The only question is as to the 
moment when they can be realised. The 
American delegation contended for immediate 
action ; the other delegations felt that time 
was r.equired. Without taking position between 
these two viewpoints and with full recognition 
of the generosity with which the American 
delegation has given us of its time and its acti
vity, I ·cannot but express my own regret, 
first, that the delegation should have felt it 
necessary in any circumstances to withdraw, 
and, secondly, that it felt it necessary to 
withdraw before the end of the Conference. · 

We cherish, however, the statement of )ts 
chief delegate that this immensely intricate 
problem of drugs can be solved only by inter
national co-operation. We have tried since the 
withdrawal of the delegation not only to take 
no action which might make its renewed co-ope
ration more difficult but even to carry out, so. 
far as we understood them, the various view
points which they had advanced. Despite 
our efforts, however, I feel confident the· Con
vention would have been an even better one 
if the delegation had remained to the end. 
Nevertheless, we look back on America's atten
dance with gratitude for her energy and regret 
for her departure. We have gladly _safeguarded 
America's right to co-operate in the choice 
of the Central Board and in the general exe
cution of the Convention, and we venture to hope 
that it will not be long before she will as gladly 
return to the world wide movement which we 
have launched here. 
· In closing, let me again reaffirm my convic
tion that the drug question bas entered upon 
a new period. It is now caught in the day-to-day 
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machinery of the League qf Nations. It ca_nnot 
escape. \\"here the Hague Conference adjour
ned without leaving behind it either organisa
{ion or permanent machinery, this present Con
ference is but the opening step in a movement 
which will accelerate from day to day and from 
month to month. Within a week, the instru
ment which you sign to-day will be despatched 

. for the ratification of the parliaments of the 
world ; within a month, the Council of the 
League "ill have before it a report on the First 
Conference ; \_Vithin the year, many o~ you 
who are delegates to this Conference w1ll be 
reliewing these questions in a broad way at 
the Sixth Assembly of the League of Nations ; 
and within a reasonable time we may hope 
that the mechanism which we have here pro
vided will be set in motion to bring into being 

c the Central Board. From to-day on, then, I 
think we can count that the very intricate and 
the very many-sided c;ampaign which we have 
outlined during the past eight weeks will follow 
on and on through its various successive stages 
until tnis terrible scourge, from which so many 
different branches of the human hmily are 
suffering, shall finally have been laid to rest. 

Gentlemen, I thank you. (Applause.) 

Prince Arfa-ed-Dowleh (Persia) : 
Translation : Mr. President, ladies and 

gentlemen, before this long Conference closes, . 
allow me to express my heartfelt thanks first 
to yourseU, as President, for the courtesy and 
impartiality with which you have conducted 
our debates, to our gracious Secretary, to all 
members of the Secretariat and the Distribution 
Senice for the zeal and enthusiasm which 
they have shown in assisting us, and, finally to 
my colleagues, who have striveu so assiduously, 
both in the plenary Conference and in the 
Committees, to understand our difficulties and 
who have facilitated our task. 

It is true that I had hoped to secure an imme
diate reply to the requests put forward by our 
delegation for assistance in enabling Persia 
to overcome the evil against which she has 
been struggling for many years, but the extent 
and diversity of the measures of international 
co-operation which we proposed led the Confe
rence to suggest the despatch of a Commission 
of Enquiry which would proceed to the spot 
and report to the Council. We earnestly hope 
tb;;.t this enquiry will be carried out and that 
it 11ill soon enable us to execute the programme 
which we have outlined. 

Some of my colleagues appear to wonder why 
Persia cannot, by her own efforts, undertake 
to replace the cultivation of the poppy by some 
other form of cultivation and why she should 
ask for a loan of ten million dollars to enable 
her tp carry out this task. 

The reply is very simple. I would recall 
that: du~ng the Great War, the belligerent 
amues d1d not respect our neutrality. I will 
not. in this Assembly indulge in recriminations 
llgamst anyone ; I would only remind you 
that, during that disastrous war, our most 
fertile provinces were transformed into battle
fields, ~ur harvests destroyed over vast stretches 
of temtory and two of our finest cities burnt 
by the contending armies. -

The l055e5 have been estimated by the consuls 
of European Powers who inspected the damage 
at a figure of no less than four milliard gold 
francs. 

In reply to all our complaints; we were 
repeatedly assured that if we would only wait · 
until the end -of the war we should get just 
compensation for this damage. We are still 
waiting. A neutral country, whose sacred territory 
had been violated, we sent a diplomatic mission 
to Paris immediately after the Armistice to 
obtain the rights which we had been promised. 
Our delegation returned empty-handed, without 
even having been given a bearing by the Peace 
Conference. _ 

Alone, faced with the problem of her ravaged 
territories and ruined towns, Persia bad, unaided, 
to reconstruct what others had destroyed 
when they carried into her land a war in which 
she was not concerned. Now, the great Western 
Powers are coming to ask her to collaborate 
with them and to assist them in destroying ari 
evil which is harmful to all and with which 
we are well acquainted. Persia does not refuse. _ 
She accuses nobody. On the contrary, she 
declares that she is prepared to co-operate. 

She has already prohibited the cultivation 
of the poppy in certain ·districts and she has 
enacted legislation to restrain and prohibit the 
illicit use of. opium in her country. She is 
prepared strictly to limit the cultivation of the 
poppy to what is necessary for medical and 
scientific purposes and to replace it by some other 
form ·of cultivation. But she asks that this. 
co-operation should be mutual, that she should 
receive both technical and financial assistance 
is applying measures which must deeply 
affect her economic life - an economic life 
which has already been so seriously injured 
by the unjust ravages of war. 

I would ask my colleagues to put themselves 
in our place for a moment and to realise both 
the magnitude of our sufferings and the extent 
of the good-will which we have displayed. Let 
the League of Nations come and see for itself 
what we have already accomplished and what 
we are prepared to do for the suppression of 
opium. I am sure that the day will come when 
the League will accede to our requests ; and 
when that day comes, Persia will joyfully 
withdraw the reservation which I am to-day 
compelled to attach to our signature. (Loud 
applause.) 

M. Ferreira (Portugal) : 
Translation: Mr. President, ladies and gentle

men, the Conference which is closing to-day 
deserves, I think, to have its history recorded. 
Indeed, that history must be written to prevrnt 
a legend springing up about the actual facts -
a legend which would make the facts appear 
other than they are and give a false impression 
of their meaning and their effect. 

At the moment probably this Conference 
will only be given a record which will perhaps 
be halfway between legend and reality. I fear 
that the Conference will be in danger of having 
to submit to this not altogether satisfactory 
treatment. There are reasons for it. 

Some days ago a dilettante who attends con
ferences for his pleasure and sometimes draws up 
short summaries of the discussions approached 
me and asked for information with regard 
to wbat had happened and more particularly 
with regard to what was going to happen. 
I could !lOt conceal my astonishment. I 
replied to my questioner that, in the middle 
of the struggle, it was difficult for me to estimate 
its real underlying meaning and effect and that 



.. 
- it would be easier for him during a long meeting 

to set down passing impressions obtained from 
private conversations, guessed at as a result · 
of a few words let drop in passages or lobbies, 
caught in;er pocula at the moment when tongues 
are unloosed and speech is fteer and less 
guarded. I added that the subtlety and wisdom 
of a person used to collecting information, even 
as an amateur, must command special quali
fications which would enable him to miss 
nothing, even in the midst of opium smoke, 
even in the height of the battle, even in the s~lva 
oscura of legal conceptions. l\Iy friend yielded, 
but not as much as I would have desired. He 
did what I asked, but he did not altogether 
satisfy my curiosity. He merely gave a list 
of. headings which he thought would act as 
landmarks, as he said, to guide him in his 
passage through the Conference. 

I do not think, my dear colleagues - we 
shall not be colleagues, alas ! for vei:y much 
longer. -. that it is ~ndiscreet for me, failing 
anythmg better, to gtve you the few headings 
that I noted hastily in my discussion with this 
gentleman. _They are as follows : 

"Banks of the Lake of Geneva - eternal 
spring - eternal Conference - a record 
- war between idealists and realists -
skirmishes - the alphabet comes to the 
rescue of the Conference - the Persian 
memorandum- disagreements- a threat
ened "break-up"-- armistice - resump
tion of hostilities - sulking - schemes 
for a marriage of convenience - giving 
up in the middle - the meeting continues 
-the Persian memorandum- the adven
ture of Tarquin the Proud - poppy heads 
and human heads - chemical formulre 
and legal formulre- the Battle of Fontenoy 
on the banks of the Lake of Geneva : 
"Fire first, producers!" "No! it is your 
turn, consumers." - "Hell is paved with 
good intentions" - the flowers of oblivion 
- the .Persian memorandum once more 
-Good-bye." 

What sort of 'reply could be made to such 
whimsicalities ? I merely, told my friend that 
his method of treating such a subject by means 
of allegories punctuated by an impertinent 
refrain struck me as being a trifle strange. 

What complaints did he make against the 
Conference ? Its long duration ? Tbat very 
fact should be taken as a proof of its success. 
If ·there were no obstacles, what merit would 
there be ? The squabbling and the threats of 
a break-up of which my friend spoke are 
difficulties which the Conference overcame 
and which only brought out its perseverance 
and its conciliatory spirit. One great country 
left us during our journey, but that country 
handed on to us the torch which it had itself 
lit by its idealism. Did we not, during the 
later meetings, constantly hear reference to the 
American scheme, which, by the way, shows that 
those who are absent ar.e not always regarded 
as being in the wrong. This great country 
of America saw, from mid-ocean, the lighthouse 
which was to guide it in its voyage but disdained 
the small red or green light near the coast -.vhich_· 
should not be ignored by one who would avoid 
the rocks. The beams of the lighthouse dazzled 
the eyes of America, and, sailing by that light 

\ alone, she brought her noble ideal to shipwreck. 
·. - In theory, the opium problem is an easy . . 

one. to ~olve. You have only to prohibit the 
cult1v!'lt10n of the poppy and the consumption 
of opmm. On paper, nothing seems simple~~ 
But the question is: Would such a prohibition 
have any real effect ? Any · measure which 
fails to operate is as though it did not exist, 
and the prohibition in question would fall into 

. t_his category. America kept her eyes on the 
lighthouse and was dazzled by its glare, but 
the countries really interested had to regard 
America's dream from the point of view of 
those who have to make it a reality. 

\Ve have now found a formula for the future-, 
and if, when we put it into practice, we find 
sincerity and a true spirit of collaboration, our 
efforts will be successful. I would even go 
further. Success would not only crown the 
campaign against opium .: . the League of 
Nations would also receive its reward. The• 
League will, indeed, have given one more proof 
of its untiring assiduity in seeking a solution 
for the problems, however difficult they may 
be, which affect the welfare of human society. 
We must remember, too, that during this 
Conference the representatives of various coun
tries have been daily in touch with each other ; 
this is of the utmost importance for the future 
of peace. The better men know each other the 
more difficult it will be for ambitious schemers 
to set the world by the ears. 

Inspired by such ideas as these, I advised 
my amateur, keeping up the fanciful character 
of his programme, to replace the heading 
"Good-bye" by "Till we meet again", and to 
add two others : "The fight continurs" nnd 
"Heavenward." 

Portugal, which is bound by the provisions 
of the Hague Convention of ICJI2, by the Con
vention adopted by the First Opium Conference, 
and by that which we are about to sign, will 
steadfastly maintain her position as a prota
gonist in the campaign against opium and 
dangerous drugs. This is the logical conse
quence of our former policy, and Portugal 
will show herself to be a loyal colleague of 
all countries whose position is similar to her· 
own. We are convinced that an effective 
and satisfactory result can only be obtained 
by joint effort. , · 

Lastly, the delegation of Portugal has the 
honour to pay a sincere tribute to His Excellency 
M. Zahle for the masterly and skilful manner 
in which he has presided over the very diffi~lt 
work of this Conference. 

I cannot omit mention of the untiring devo
tion shown by the members of the Secretariat 
who have aided us in the performance of our 
task, and I desire on this occasion to convey 
to them also the warm thanks of the Portuguese 
delegation. (Loud applause.) 

M. El Guindy (Egypt) : 
Translation: Mr. President, ladies and gentle- · 

men, as a representative of one of the oldest 
and at the same time one of tne youngest of 
nations, I venture to address you to-day -:-· tne• 
day on which the Second Opium Confere~ce 
is finishing its work. I am sure that I vo1ce 
the feelings of all the delegates in this great 
gathering when I express to you, Sir, our than_ks 
and our deep gratitude. We shall not rcad1ly 
forget the delicacy, tact, impartiality, firmness 
and kindness which you have always shown 
when you presided over our discussions. Thanks 
to you, many difficulties have been removed. 
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Th~ task has not b~en an easy one, but the 
l't'sult is most satisfactory.· Your action as 

• "l m(diator betwet"n us all b:~s beerr judicious 
and most discreet. 

At times the struggle in this Conference ha« 
been a wry severe one, but iJ1 all cases the 
reason was a wry sincere desire loyally to 
observe the obligations which had been under
taken. I do not think that anyone has been 
wholly satisfied. Ne,·erthcless, we all sincerely 
hope that a real step forward has been taken 
in the humanitarian policy that we have 
adopted. 

Years count for little in the life of peoples, 
but I am convinced that, if we loyally observt> 
our undertakings, the coming years wiJI have 
a wry serious influence on the life of our 
countrit>s. 

< Since you have allowed me to speak on gene
ral qut"stions, may I, gentlemen, once more 
refer to a question in which I am deeply inte
rested. You will all understand that I refer 
to the question of hashish. The Conference 
bas arri,·ed at certain decisions with regard to 
Indian hemp,· but the question is not entirely 
settled. After us the Advisory Committee 
\\ill deal with it, and the results of the enquiry 
into the effects of this evil drug will be known 
before the end of this year. I entreat you, 
gentlemen, to assist me, as you did in the case 
of heroin, by voting a recommendation for 
submission to the Council of the League of 
Nations, asking that the necessary investi
gations sllouid be undertaken, with a view 
to the complete suppression of the use of Indian 
hemp as a narcotic, and even as a medicine. . 

Our stay at Geneva llas been a long one. In 
spite of the charm of this beautiful town, many 
of us have been a little homesick ; but I 
am sure that in the future, when we think of 
this Conference, we shall regret this city and 
we shall sometimes feel a little sad at having 
parted from it so soon. 

Gentlemen and colleagues, I thank those of 
you who have always loyally supported me 
and -also those who have sometimes opposed 
me. I would also express my gratitude to the 
very important delegations which are absent, 
namely, those of the L'nited States of Am£rica 
and of China. 

I would also thank the Secretary-General 
ofthe Conference, who has always been gradou:;; 
and atter.tive to us all, and all the members 
of the Secretariat for the .kind and obliging 
manner in which they have assisted us -under 
all circumstances. 

Lastly,let me thank the Council of the League 
of Kations for having called us together and 
for haVlng chosen our President ; they could 
h_ave made no better choice. 1\Iay I, 1\lr. Pre
sident, close by hailing you not only as a very 
perfect gentlP.man but also as a man of great 
\\isdom and a great philosopher. (Applause.) 

M. Peltzer (Belgium) : 

Trans/atio1t: 1\Ir. President, ladies and gentle
men, I have certainly not unduly trespassed 
c.n the precious time of this Conference or on 
your kind attention. -

I desire, however, to rise to-day in orrlcr 
to pay. a tribute, in t~•e name of the Belgian 
ddc_!{ab<JD, to our President ·and my old friend 
!tf. Zahle for the omsummate skill with which 
be ha~ guided the coach, the ship - shall I 
say the chariot ? - of our Conference. 

· We h~lVC bad to cross many a stormy sea, 
to weather many a squall, . to steer clear ol 
many a reef and to round many. a cape. Our' · 
course has been beset with many anxieties. 
But, after all~ we have made harbour with our 
trew almost complete, and, despite all, with a 
well-nigh universal feeling of satisfaction with 
the work we have done together. 

I ascribe a· large part of the credit to our 
able captain, who has been firm but courteous 
with all and always ready to assert his authority 
in a kindly manner, and who, with the iron band 
in a velvet glove, enforced on board his ship · 
a discipline to which I was always very happy 
to bow. I may add that, so far as I was 
concerned, I bad no difference with the Pre
sident at any moment during our long meetings. 

I venture to think, ladies and gentlemen, 
that in speaking in this way I am expressing 
the feelings of all. If I am right, I hope 
you will signify the same by once more applaud
ing our President and thereby endorsing the 
vny sincere words which I have just spoken. 
(Loud applause.) · 

. Sir Malcolm Delevingne (British Empire}: 
Mr. President and members of the Conference, 

there is no part of our proceedings in wbicn 
we shall feel greater pleasure than in this final 
act of placing on record our appreciation of the 
services which have been rendered by the officers 
and staff of the Conference.-· It is an act at 
once of justice and of gratitude. 

I am afraid that I cannot find adequate words 
in which to express what this Conference owes 
to our President or what it feels about him. 
His task bas been one of exceptional difficulty. 
On the physical side alone the burden has been 

_a J:>eavy one. Not only has the Conference lasted 
for many -weeks but our sittings have often 
lasted .for many hours. The duty. which rests 
on the President alone of being always in his 
place and of following the course of intricate 
and, I am afraid, sometimes tiresome discus
sions has placed a very heavy strain upon him. 

But this is the least part of the matter .. .:rhe 
subject before the Conference has been one of 
extreme complication. It bas presented not a 
single problem only but a whole host of pro
blems, and to anyone coming as a stranger, or· 
almost a stranger, to the question the difficulty 
of following - and not only following but 
guiding - the course of our proceedings must 
have been a very heavy one. 

More trying still than that was the fact tliat 
acute controversies have arisen in the course 
of our deliberations and that on several occa
sions the position has been - it is not too much 
to say - critical, and we know the anxiety 
which the President has felt and the efforts 
he bas made to find a way out of the difficulties 
in which the Conference has found itself. 

Now, if I may say so, it seems to me there 
are three qualities which our President possesses 
in an eminent degre.e which have enabled him 
to bring this Conference to a successful close. · 
In the first place, there is his unbounded 
patience. I have often marvelled at it and wished_ 
that I possessed it. Then there is his unfailing 
courtesy, which has smoothed over so many 
trying and difficult moments in our Conference; 
but, best of all, there is his great courage. He 
has never despaired, even in the most critical 
moments. / 

After one of the greatest military disasters 
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in all bi!;tory, the Roman Senate thanked the 
defeated general who had collected the remnants 
of his troops because he had not despaired of 
the Republic. That is the spirit which, if 
I may say so, our President has shown. It is 
the spirit which wins through to final success. 
our President has always felt that, even in 
the most difficult .situation, there was bound 
to be a way out, and he has set himself to 
find it. 

If I may venture to say so, those who.know 
. our President in the Assemblies of the League 
of Nations expected great things from him, and 
he has fulfilled our expectations. That, I 
am sure, is the unanimous opinion of this Con
ference. He has pleased everybody. To use 
the metaphor which I think the Belgian dele
gate has just employed, the good ship Conference 
has had a long voyage ; it has encountered 
stormy weather ; it has found dangerous rocks 
in its path; but the skill and patience of our 
captain has brought it at the end safely into · 
harbour. And it has not come in empty : 
it has come with a cargo which, if not as rich 
as we expected or perhaps hoped for, is yet 
a cargo of immense value - I venture to use 
as strong a word as that - to ~he world. 

We thank him for the wise words in which he 
has summed up, in his closing speech, the work 
of this Conference and the value of the results 
which it has reached. I am sure I am expres-

- sing the feelings of all my colleagues when I 
say that the President will take away with him 
the grati.tude of this Conference, and not or>ly 
will he have the gratitude of this Conferenc-e 
but, when the history of this Conference is 
known, he will have the gratitude of the large 
body of persons all over the world who know the 
importance of the questions with which this 
Conference has been dealing. He has given 
us his services at great sacrifice of time, and the 

· best wishes of the Conference will go with him 
on his return to the important office which 
he fills on behalf of his country. (Applause.) 

I ought to say a word about the Vice-Pre
sidents. Unfortunately, they are not . here. 
We all loved their amiable qualities, and we 
regret that they have. not been with us to the 
end .. 

·Lastly, the Secretariat. We must all have 
formed a pretty fair conception of the enofmous 
amount of work which this Conference has 
entailed on the Secretariat of the Conference. 
The hours have been long, the masses of docu
ments to be dealt with colossal, and the devotio~ 
which has been displayed is, I think, almost 
marvellous. No. work has been too heavy, 
no hours too late, if they could serve the Con~ 
terence thereby. 
· Perhaps it is unfair to particularise, but I 
have been astonished myself at the wonderful 
accuracy of the verbatim reports, at the heroic 
endurance of our interpreters, and, not least, 
by the unfailing readiness of the staff who have 
run the day-to-day work of the Conference. 
May I express a hope that they will receive 
the recognition they deserve. I think the 
Conference would be glad if the President would 
charge himself with the mission of conveying 
to the Secretary-General, and perhaps al!so to 
the Council, the appreciation which the Confe-

. renee entertains. for the services which have 
\\been rendered by its Secretariat. I am not 
. sure whether the names of all those who have 

'11!!r\·ed us will appear in the final document, 

but at least they will not be forgotten by the 
members of this Conference. (Applause.) 

M. Sugimura (Japan) : o
1 

Translation: The Japanese delegation wishes 
to convey the sincere thanks to all the members 
of ~he Conference to the distinguished prota
g?msts of our great. work, and particularly to 
S1r Malcolm Delevmgne, who has displayed 
the most untiring energy throughout all these · 
months, and especially during those difficult 
~ours when the fate of the Conference hung 
m the balance. He has thus played a decisive 
part in the success of our debates. I therefore 
wish to express my sincerest admiration for his 
work. (Appla11se.) 

M. Kircher (France) : . 
Translt~lion: Mr. P~esidcnt, ladies and gentle- , 

men, I w1sh to associate myself most heartily 
with the thanks which have been addressed to 
our -respected President and to his lieutenants. 
The French delegation feels that it cannot 
improve on what the previous speakers have 
said in tl)is connection, and will only add that 
it carries away with it the best recollections 
of this Conference, and of those wlio, to use the 
felicitous expression of the first Belgian dele
gate, have steered our ship to port through all 
the shoals and cyclones which have threatened it. 

The eloquent speeches which we have just 
heard have dealt with the benefits which tht1 
world will derive from the campaign against 
opium, which has brought together in the 
hospitable city of Geneva the representatives 
of almost every civilised nation. We can 
separate with a sense of duty done, without fear 
of the gibes or criticisms of those who, in their 
ignorance of the difficulties we have had to sur
mount, might be tempted to accuse us of failing 

_ m our mission and of having been content with 
·half-hearted measures, foredoomed to sterility. 

Many times in the course of our debates, 
attention has been drawn to the essential 
differences which exist between the provisions 
of the Hague ...Convention of 1912 and those of the 
Geneva Convention of 1925, and our President, 

-M. Zahle, has just laid stress on the great step 
forward to which the signatories of the rece!lt 
agreement will pledge themselves in the struggle 
against the production and consumption of 
narcotics. I need not labour a point which 
must be obvious to aiJ those who do not deli~-
rately shut their eyes to the truth. · 

There is one point, however, to which I would 
like to draw your attention if it is not presuming 
too much upon the courtesy which you have 
always extended to me. . 

In my opinion, the characteristic of the Geneva 
Convention is the spirit of solidarity which 
breathes life into every clause and chapter. 
While the Hague Convention kept in complete 
isolation each of the nations which had signed 
it, the instruments which we have now ~rawn 
up make a constant and urgent appeal to mter
national collaboration. • 

The measures which the signatories have had 
to take during the last thirteen years against 
the production, circulation and consumption 
of raw opium, prepared opium, morphine and 
cocaine were subordinated to the differences 
between commercial conditions and to the 
special circumstances of the various countries. 

Each country continued to be like an island 
in the midst of the ocean which its inhabitants, 
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bv th.-ir \ill<lidt•d efforts, had to protect against 
tht' invasion of dangerous drugs. 

t.. The Geneva Agret>ments definitely put an 
t•nd to this policy of isolation. . 

: \\"e realised that the most determmed and 
pt'J"Se\"t>ring efforts must be vain if international 
co-operation did not render durable and perma
nent the pro~ress s<'parately accomplished by 
t.'a('h p,~wer. 

Each page of our Convention, of our Protocols 
and of our Final Acts voices this appeal to the 
trustful, active and fruitful ('ollaboration of 
all the Powers united in the pursuit of onf lofty 
idl'al. 

International r<'gulations, freely accepted but 
binding, will henct.'forth govern foreign trade ; 
international co-opt>ration will henceforward pre
vent the abuse of toxic substances ; and the 

. '- campaign against the com!llon foe . -· t.he 
;.inuggler, whom I do not hes1t~te to shg!flat1se 
as the enemy of mankind -· wlll be earned. on 

' by the international army of the servants of JUS
tire, who will periodically confer ~ogether and 
will take all the necessary measures m common. 

1 bus, gentlemen; under the :egis of the League 
of Nations, we form to-day a friendly- na~, a 
fraternal - association of the Powers whtch 
are convin('ed of the necessity of ceaseless 
co-operation and of an unbroken unity of 
front and are firmly resolved to walk hand-in
hand along the stony path of progress until 
the goal is reached. . 

To this solidarity of effort now proclarmed 
by the ,·oice of forty nations represented in this 
Conference the world will owe its deliverance 
from the growing peril which looms in East 
and West. (Applar~se.) 

~Mr. Michael Mac White (Irish Free State) : 
I should like to associate myself with the 

remarks that have already been made concerning 
the manner in which 1\I. Zahle bas directed the 
work of this Conference. There were times 
when the patience of an ordinary man would 
have been exhausted, but fortunately our Pre
sident has given abundant proof that he pos
sesses an inexhaustive store of that super-emi
nently statesmanlike quality. From the outset 
it became apparent that there were two oppo
sing forces in this Conference: the one defen
ding humanitarian ideals and the other defen
ding interests which I do not intend to qualify, 
as'I do not wish to disturb the harmony of onr 
last meeting. Not\\ithstanding the difficulties 
of the situation - difficulties which are not 
apparent to all - President. Zahle held the 
!<ales of justice evenly balanced. He has, if 
I may say so, piloted thi~ ship tnrougb · the 
intricate seas of international diplomacy and 
brought it safely to port, just as his Viking 
ancestors piloted their barques through the , 
stormy seas of the north in days gone by. 

Xo one regretted more than the Irish dele
gation the departure of the United States and 
the Chinese delegations. Their spirit, however, 
remained to stimulate us in our action, and we 
may anticipate that they will come back with 
renewed vigour to the next Opium Conference, 
for I want to tell you that the fight against 
opium and the drug scourge will continue, and 
although the results achieved through this 
Conference have been less satisfactory than many 
of us would desire, they-, nevertheless, constitute 
an important step in the right direction. 

The opium evil is centuries old, and only a 

. ,.- ... 

dreamer of dreams could hope that it be "C,ur~d': 
in a dav or a year or even a decade. It is an 
evil which affects directly or indirectly. the 
lives of populations twice as great· as those of 
Europe. To say that this Conference has been 
a failure because a final solution of that problem 
has not been found would not only be an exagge
ration but a misrepresentation· of facts .. At the 
outset, this Conference was faced · with almost 
insurmountable difficulties ; some of those dif
culties we have confronted and overcome, 
others have been left for the· future to solve. 
The difficulties ·we have surmounted can be 

-converted by our successors into an instrument 
for further conquests in this domain, and our 
wish is that they may be able to add still 
another landmark on the road of humanitarian 
endeavour and eloborate a new charter that 
will carry with it a message of peace and happi
ness to the heart of mankind. (Applause.) 

M. von Eckardt (Germany) : 

Translation : Mr. President, gentlemen, on 
behalf of the German delegation, I have the 
honour to thank the President most heartily 
for his distinguished services, and the indefati
gable Secretariat and all the eminent delegates 
here present, together with members of the 
United States and Chinese delegations, who, · 
to our great regret, are no longer with us, for 
the spirit of co-operation which they have 
displayed and to which we owe the privilege 
of having been associated in work of the · 
greatest value and significance for the pros-
perity and progress of mankind. . · 

We have made it a duty to follow with close 
attention all the proposals put before the Confe
rence, in the hope that they would achieve 
our common purpose. If I may be allowed 
to do so, I would like to mention here the fact 
that an agreement was signed between Germany 
and China at Waichiao on December 3rst,
I924, · rendering compulsory the exchange of 
import and export certificates. · 

Now we are leaving Geneva, whose Press has 
extended to us a welcome which we have all 
appreciated, and we leave the hospitable roof 
of the League of Nations with every wish for 
the success of the humanitarian aims of the 
Second International Opium Conference. 

"Quod felix faustum fortunatumque sit." 
(Appla~;~se.) 

. Mr. Riddell {Canada) : 

Mr. President, members of the Opium Confe
rence, ladies and gentlemen, as a late-comer 
to the Conference, I feel I have not the full 
honour of having borne the heat and burden 
of the day, but I was not long in the Conference 
before I came to appreciate my colleagues 
and their sincerity and earnestness in working 
for a solution of this problem, nor before I 
began to appreciate the excellent work which 
has been done by the President in guiding 
us through the most difficult seas. 

I also wish to join with others in expressing 
my deep gratitude to the members of the Secre
tariat, and also, I would like to add, the Rap
porteurs of the various Committees, and espe
cially Sir Malcolm Delevingne, who always 
seemed to be the one who got us out of difficult 
situations. I would also like to mention the 
names of Viscount Cecil, M. Daladier and Mr. 
Porter, men who gave to the second half ·of 
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'the Conference a great deal of valuable help 
•: and' inspiration. · 

Our difficurt task is · now finished. While 
we may not be able to say that our Convention 
is more_than the highest common denominator 
.J think we are.all agreed that it is a stepping~ 
stone to greater endeavour and achievement. 

: The suppression of the opium traffic is economi
, cally sound ; · I believe that almost all the 
natio~s ?f t~e w~rld will find in its suppression 

- .the h1ghest mtelhgent self-interest. 
We have heard of a next Conference and I 

trust there wi~ be a next Conference. 'I hope 
that by that bme the wo_rld situation will have 
so changed and that the public opinion of the 
world will have so progressed that the so
called visions of the dreamers and idealists 
may then become the practical politics of our 
experts and financial advisers. (A·pplause.) 

Humanity, after all, is on the march for the 
-overthrow of the opium traffic, and I believe 
that humanity will not long be thwarted in 
achieving its goal. Mr. President, I thank you. 

M. Falcioni (Italy) : 
. Tran_slation : The Italian delegation· asso

Ciates Itself most warmly with the admiration 
which has been so eloquently expressed for our 
. distinguished President and the able way in 
which he has directed our proceedings. As we 
have had the honour and the privileg& to live 
at Geneva in this hospitable country of Swit
zerland, I would like also to offer my hearty 
thanks to the Federal and Cantonal authorities 
(applause) and to express my affection for the 
charming city of Geneva, whose sun is in eternal 
harmony with the greatness of heart of her 
citizens. (Applause.) 

M. Sjostrand (Sweden) : 

·. Mr. Preside':lt, I beg to join with all my hea t 
m t_he expr?ss1ons of gratitude which have be11't 
so Justly gwen to you. There have been dark 
hours. for t_he Conference, and on some occasions 
the s1tuahon. appeared to be _quite hopeless, 
but our President never lost h1s nerve or his 
head. In the midst of the turmoil of the battle, 
he wou~d be seen standing upright and calm. 
He remmds us of the best qualities of his coun
trymen : the sweet and moderate temper the 
deep r~fiection and the prudence. Never' was 
a President worthier of the gratitude of his 
coll~~orat?rs .. He carried the day, and we 
all ]Om With h1m in the pleasure he must feel 
to-day to have brought this Conference to a 
happy conclusion. _ · 

I beg also to express my deep-felt gratitude 
to the Secretariat, and especially to Dame RacheP 
Crowdy. 

The President : 

Translation : I will not fail to transmit to 
the competent authorities of the League of 
Nations the great appreciation you have expressed 
for the excellent work done by the various 
departments of the Sectetariat . 

I would also like to thank you for the very 
kind words which several delegates have addressed 
to me. 

The thirty-eighth plenary meeting of the 
Second Opium Conference is terminated, and I 
declare the Conference closed. (Loud applause.) 

The meeting rose and the Conference was 
declared closed at 1.5 p.m. 
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