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To 
> • 

Tbe Minister fur Education & Youth Services, 
GovernQent of India, 
Shastri Bhav an, 
N e "' De 11:-.d. • 

Dear Sir, 

I have much pla asure in presenting to you t:OO 

Report of tha. Revievt.ing Connittee \tJhich was aPPointed by. 

the Ministry of Education, Goverment of India, to review 

the working of the National Library, Calcutta, and to 

suggest measures for its ef'ficient functioning and future 

develop:nent. The Cornoittee "i.vas appointed by order No. 

F.l0-7/68-Ct.I(2), dated 14th HaY, U368, and it consisted 

of the follov.D..ng !"lembers: 

1. Dr. V. S • J ha 
ex-Vice Chancellor 
Banaras Hindu University 

2. Prof •.• H.N. Mukherjee, M.P. 
14i Indian Mirror Street, 
Ca cutta-13. 

3. Vrcf. V.K •. Gokak, 
Vice-Chancellor, 
Bangalore University, 
Bang a lore 

4. Shri S.K. Gupta-, I.C.S.(Retd.), 
P-404/5, Gariahat Road, 
Calcutt a- 29. 

5. Shri B.s. Kes av an, 
Director, INSDOC, 
Hillside Road, 
New Delhi 

6. Shri p. Gangulee, 
Deputy SecretarY to tb.e 
Governnen t of India, 
Ministry of Education, 
New Delhi. 

7. Shri D.R. Kalia, 
Librarian, 
National LibrarY, 
Belvedere, Calcutt e-'Zl. 

Chairman 

Hember 

Mem~r 

Hember 

Mem~r 

Hem~r 

Mem bar-SecretarY 
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Tr...a Cor:mittee held nine ses3icns aa the followd.ng 

1st session - 18th to 20th·June, 1968, at Calcutta 
2nd session- 1st July, 1962, f\t Calcutta 
3rd session .:. 9th to 13th Septer1ber, 1968, at Calcutta 
4th session.- 2nd to 4th November, 1.938, at Madras 

· 5th sessior.. .;. 5th and 6th Nover1ber, 1968, at Bangalore 
6th session .. 26th to 30th November, 1938, at Calcutta 
7th session- 23rd to 27th DeceEJ.ber, 1968, at Calcutta 
8th session - 27th to 30th JanuarY, 1939, at New Delhi 
9th session - 4th June, 1S69, at New Delhi. 

At th2 first session the Co~1ittee visited t~~ 

various Sections of the National Library and had ·discussions 

-vrith the representatives of the Ministry of Education and, 

in a general waY, ex~ined the functions of, the LibraiY. 

At the second session the Coi!'.J.llittee consi_der~Q. .and 

approved a detailed questionnaire for 'eliciting ;the vievrs 

of the different categories of users of the National LibrarY 
' . 

,-- I 

regarding its aims and objectives, its activities, the 1~e 

of its services, the sui tabill ty of the present organis a­

tional and administrative set-up, the;. staffing Pattern of 

the Library, and the adequacY of financial support nade 

available by the Government of India. The Comoittee also 

finalised the list of neBbers to whom the· questionnaire 

should be sent, and also the manner in wbi ch the replies 

should be sUlJ.l..:'larised. 

The third session generally reviewed the working of 

the National LibrarY and considered the need for the s treng­

thening of tha book collection, esPecially in the Indian 

languages, through syste:oatic surveys, a...nd considered the 
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desirability of having on the staff Persons. •.:i t{l a scholarly 
. · ..... 

background ~nd. research experience for systeoatic acqui si­

tion and interpretation of the resources of the LibrarY to the 

users. 

The Cornuittee net the rnGDbers of the present Advisory 

Council of tha N qtiona 1 Libr?.ry and Prof. Sher Singh, 

the then Hinister of State for. Educ:qtion. The representatives 

of the Nn.tional Library Employees' Association and a number 

of prominent persons in ·9alcutta were also interviewed during 

this session. 

The fourth session was held in 1-iadras and the Commi­

ttGe called on Shri C. Ra.i agopalachari and Shri Arcot LaksbrJ a-
4 . . . 

naswaW. Hudaliar, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of 

Madras, for eliciti..'1.g their valued opinion on ths subject 
.·• 

under review. 

The fifth session was held at Bangalore ~and the 

Cor.mittee intervie-vTGd a nunber of inP?rtw1.t .citizens and 

Lilr arians i,n Bangalore among whom was Dr. l-1 asti Venkatesha 

Iyengar. The Cornuittee called on the eminent scholar and 

President of the Gokhale Institute of Public Affairs, Dr. 

n.v. GundaPpa, at his residen~e.in Bangalore. 

The sixth session was held at Calcutta where sane 

oore ooinent individuals and senior oembers of the staff of 

the National LibrarY were intervie~d. At this session, the 

Co~ittee dete~ned the broad o~tlines of the report. 

The seventh and the eighth sessions held at Calcutta 
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and at »elhi discussed tha draft of the report y:1ich ~rras 

fin~lly approved ~nd signed at the ninth session held at 

Delhi on the 4th June, 1959. ·. The Report is unaninous, except 

that Shri D.R. Kalia, Me~b8r-SacretarY, has recorded a note 

of dissent. 

Tha CornJittee had sent out 4050 copies of the ques­

tionnaire to various institutions, individuals ~nd leading 

foreign librarians. About 250 replies were received a,..'ld an 

analysis of the replies shows that of the replies received 

seventeen 1.vere .recaived from distinguished librarians fran 

abroad. .b. list of the. persons lJho aPPeared before the 

Committee is given :=L.n AIJ9endix-II. 

The Committee wishes to place on record its sense 

. of deep gratitude tov.Jards those ,.,ho responded to the ques­

tionnaire and to those Hho aPPeared More it to give their 

views in respect of thG '"'ork and future develo}bent of the 

·National Library. Their suggestions have greatly helped 

the Committee to fori~ulate its reconnendations. 

Shri B.S. Kesav an bas placed the. ComuJ.. ttee under 

deep obligation by preparing the draft of this report. 

His experience and lmowleC.ge of the National Library wre 

of great value to the Connittee. The Ca-..Jrrl.ttee is Parti. 

cularly beholden to ou:r;:.Menber-SecretarY, Shri D.R. Kalla,· 

who nade th;:; resources of his office available to us and 

helped us by preParing the naterial a~d by obtaining the 
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infornation required. He and the neobers of the staff of 

the National Library extended to us all assistance which 

we required and they \~-ere unfailir..g in their courtesy. 

I YJi. sh to exPress ny person P-1 gratefulness to my 

colleagues on the CODDittee with when it was a privilege 

to work. Their co-operation and support were throughout 

unstinted. It is no s:oall tribute to them th1.t, even 

during the nooents of s~vere strp~n in deP.ling with issues 

involved in vexati!Ous controversies !>nd other irritations, 

the deliberations of the Conoittee never lost its ca~ 

dignity, dotachment and good huoour. 

Yours sincerely, 

New Delhi, _, Sd/- v.s. Jha 
July 21, 195 9 

P.s. Please see :mother letter J,uly 21, 1939. 
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