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To

The Minister fr Education & Youth Services,
Goverment of India, = '

Shastri Bhavan,

New Delidi,

Dear Sir, |

I have much vpleasure in presenting té) you the |
Report of tha.ReViewing Comnlttee which was appointéd by
the Ministry of Education, Goverment of India, to review
the working of the Nationél Library, Cslcutta, and to
sugges't measures for its efficient functioning and future

develoment. The Committee was appointed by order No.

Fel0-7/68-CLI(2) , dated 14th May, 1968, and it consisted
of the following memberss

le Dr. VoSo Jha Chaiman 7
ex=Vice Chancellor
Banaras Hindu University

e meo.,HoNo Mukherjee, M.Po. : Member
14, Indian Mirror Street, _
Caicutta—l&

3. Prcf. V.K. Gokak, Menber
Vice~-Chancellor, -
Bangalore University,

Bangalore

4, Shri S.K. Gupta, I.CeS.(Retde.), Member
P-404/5, Gariahat Read,
Calcutt 2-29. o

5. Shri B.S. Kesavan, Menber
Director, INSDOC,
Hillside Road,
New Delhl

6. Shri P. Gangulee, Menber
Deputy Secretary to the o
Governnent of India,

Ministry of Education,
New Delhi.

7, Shri D.R. Kalia, Member-Secretary
Librarian, '
National Library,
Belvedere, Calcutt=-27.
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The Cemmittee held nine sessicns oa the following

dates:

1st session
2nd session
3rd session
4th session
--5th session
6th session
7th session
8th session
9th session

I 2 1O [

18th to 20th June, 1968, at Calcutta

1st July, 1968, 4% Calcutta

9th to 13th September, 1968, at Calcutta
2nd to 4th November, 1 &8, at Madras

5th and 6th November, 1968, at Bangalore
26th to 30th November, 1268, at Calcutta
23rd to 27th December, 1268, at Calcutta
27th to 30th J anuary, 1%9, at New Delhi
4th June, 1969, at New Delhi.

At the first session the Comittee visited the .

various Sections of the National Library and had -discussions

with the representatives of the Ministry of Education and,

in a general way, exauined the functions of the Library.

At the second session the Cormittee considered .and

approved a detailed questionnaire for~élicitingftheﬁviews

of the different categories of users of the Ngtionagl Library

regarding its agims and objecti?eé, its activities, the use

of its services, the suitabllity of the present organisa-

tional and adninistrative set-up, the staffing pattern of

the Library, and the adequac¥ of finanecigl suppbft nade

available by the Government of India. The Committee also

finalised the list of nmembers to whom the questionnaire

should be sent, and also the mamner in which the replies

should be swaarised.

The third session generally reviewed the working of

the National Library and consideréd the need for the s treng-

thening of the bock collection, esbecially in the Indian

languages, through systemetic surveys, end considered the
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desirgbility of having on the staff Persons.vith a scholgrly
background end research experience for systematlc acquisi- |
tion and interpretation of the resources of the Librery to the
users. | »

The Committee met the members of the present Advisory
Council of the Netional Library and Prof. Sher Singh,
the then Minister of State for Education. The representatives
of the National i.ibrary Enployees' Association znd = number
of prominent persons in Calcutta were also interviewed during
this session. N

The fourth session was held in Madras and the Commi-
ttee called on Shri C. Raj agogalachari and Shri Arcot' L akslm g-
naswaal Mudaliar, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Madras, for eliciting their valued opinion on the subject
under review. ’

The fifth session was held at Bangalore.and the
Counittee interviewed a number of important . citizens and
Litr arians in Bangalore among whom was Dr. Masti Venkatesha
Iyengare The Committee called on the eminent scholar and
President of the Gokhale Institute of Public Affairs, Dr.
DeVe Gundappay at his residence.in Bangalore.

The sixth sessionwas held at Calcutta where same
more eninent individuals and senior members of the staff of
the National Library were interviewed. At this session, the
Committee detemined the broad outlines of the report.

The seventh and the eighth sessions held at Calcutta
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and at Pelhi discussed the draft of the report vialch was
finally approved snd signed at the ninth session held at
Delhi on the 4th Juney, 1%69. " The Report is unanimous, except
that shri D.R. Kalia, Member-sSacretary, has recorded a note
of dissent, - )

The Cormittee had sent out 4080 copies of the ques-
/tionnaire to varicus institutions, individuals znd leading
foreign librarians. About 250 replies were receivéd and an
analysis of the replies shows that of the replies received
seventeen were received from distinguished 1ibrarigns from
abrogd. 4 list of the persons who appeared before the
Committee is}given:;n APpendix-II. |

The Cormittee wishes to place on record its séhse
. 0f deep gratitude towards.thosebwho responded to the ques-
tionnaire and to those who apPearesd befcre it to give their
views in respect of the work and future develoment of the
‘National Librarye. Their suggestions have greatly helped
the Committee to forhulste its recormendations. |

Shri B.S. Kesavan has placed thevComm;ttee under
decep obligation by Preparing the draftlofnthis report.
His experience and knowledge of the Natibhal ﬁibrary_were
of great value to the Comnittee. - The Conmittee is partie
cularly beholden to our Member-Secretary, Shri‘D.R. Kallia,
who made thae resources of his office available to us and

helped us by preparing the material and by obtaining the
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information required. He and the members of the staff of
the National Library extesnded to us all assistance which
we regudred and they were unfalling in their courtesy.

I wish to express ny personal gratefulness to my
collaggues on the Committee with whon it was a privilege
to worke Their co-operation and support were throughout
wstintede It is no small tribute to them that, even
during the moments of ’s",evere strain in desling with issues
involved in vexatious céntroversies snd other irritations,
the deliberations of the Cormittee never lost its calm
dignity, dotaclment and goocd humours.

Youfs sincerely,

NeW Delhi, A Sd/— VoSc Jha
July 21, 1969 -

P.S. Please see r~nother letter July 21, 1969.
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The History and Growth of the Services
of the National Library, Calcutta

The Concept of the Indian National
Library

Organisgticn and Administragtion
Technical Services of the Library
The Reference Division

Readers' Services

Personnel and'Staff Rel gtions

Main Recomrendations

PART I1

Minute of Dissent by Shri D.R. Kalia,
Menber-Secret ary

Enclosurs~I to the Minute of Dissent
Enclosure-II to the Minute of Dissent
opendi ces

Mestionnagire issued by the Comnmittee

Pazes

1 -12

13- 319 -

20- 25
26~ 61
62- 70
71T 83
84- 98
99-107

108-138

139-142

143=-144

List of persons interviewed by th2 Cormittee

Organisational set-up and sStaff Structure

of the National Library

Organisstional set-up and Staf f Structure

of the Central Reference Library
Statement showing Budget Grant of the
National Library for the years 1965-66
to 1969-70 (Five years)

Statenent showing Budget Grant of the

Central Reference Library for the years

1965-66 to 1%69-70 (Five years)

List of Publications of the National
Library from 19221 todate



