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JUSTICE, V. R. KRISHNA IYER. 

My dear Minister, 

NEW DELHI-11000·1 
May 27, 1973. 

I have great pleasure in forwarding herewith three copies of the 
Report of the Legal Aid Commitee. The Committee was constituted 
l;ly an order of the .Government dated October 27, 1972, and we were 
required to submit our Report by the lst of March, 1973. For various 
reasons beyond our control, including the absence of any special staff 
for the Committee, our task took us a longer time than was originally 
anticipated. 

The recommendations made by the Committee would, I hope, 
receive speedy and sympathetic consideration at the. hands of the 
Government. In order to facilitate their implementation, we have 
indicated the manner in which they can be given effect to and also 
the priorities in this regard. The Report, we trust, would be imple­
mented speedily so as to bring about a system by which, through legal 
aid, justice is made available .to the~ people regardless of penury or 
social handicaps. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you on behalf of 
my colleagues and myself for giving us this opportunity to be of service 
to the community by formulating a scheme, which, if implemented, 
would advance social justice and benefit the masses of our country. 

With warm personal regards, 

Shri H. R. Gokhale, 
Minister of Law, Justice 
& Company Affairs, 
New Delhi. 

(i) 

Yours sincerely, 

V. R. KRISHNA IYER 



CONTENTS GIPE-PUNE- I 82 887 
CHAPTER 

1. Introduction. 

2, The Constitutional Position. :\i' 'i 
1-J 
4-ll 

3, Towards A People's Law and A P<opie'a Law Ser.lce--The Vistarama of 
a Wider Juridicare for India. . 

4. The Scope of Legal Aid 

5. Legal Advice-Non-Litigative Aid and Prevention of Litigation. 

6. Legal Aid in Civil Proceedings 

7. Legal Aid in C.riminal Proceedings 

8. Legal Aid for the Working Class 

9. Legal Aid in the Supreme Court 

10. Legal Aid to Special Groups and Special Areas-
(i) Legal Services Programme for -

(a) Scheduled (.astes and Tribes • • 
(b) The Defence Services and Legal Aid 
(c) Legal Aid in relation to Women, Children and other Dis­

abled Groups 
(d) Other Minorities and Groups 

(ii) Special Areas- The Island Territories or the Indian Rcpublic­
(a) Andaman and Nicobar 
(b) The Laccadive and Minicoy Islands 

11. Panchayati Justice and Legal Aid 

12. Misceleaneous Forms or Legal Aid 

U. Legal Aid and Law Schools 

• 

14. Research, Law Reform and Evaluation 

15. Communication and Training • 

(6. Legal Aid and Legal Profession 

17. The Role of Voluntary Agencies 

18. Means Test in Legal Aid • 

• • 

19. The Organisation of Legal Aid-The Administrative Set-up 

20. Financial Aspect 

21. A Phased Programme 

22. 

23. 

i4. 

C.Onclusion 

Epilogue . 

Appendices-

' . 

APPENDIX 'A'-The Terms of Reference 

• 

• 

I 

APPBNDtX 'B'-Recommendations of the La,.. Commission on the 
provisions of Order 33 of the Civil Procedure C.Ode 

APPENDIX •c'-Tentative Model Order XXXIII and Order XLIV of 
Civil Procedure Code • • . . • . 
Summary of recommendations 

(iii) 

9-41 

42-49 

so-56 

57-68 

69-85 

86-97 

48-103 

104-110 
111-114 

115-124 
125-127 

128-131 
132-136 

137-145 

146-154 

155-164 

165-171 

172-174 

175-193 

194-198 

199.207 

208-227 

228-234 

235-240 

241-242 

243-245 

246-247 

248-249 

2)()--:t56 
251-215 


