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The following report or the Experts cOmmitteeon- the neCes-sity for revision of the Con~umer 
Price Index Numbers for Calcutta Working class 111'35 expected to be published some time ago 
by the West Bengal Government. But. for some unexplained reasons, its publication bas 
been held back, presumably at the instruction from the Centre. The RPnnrt Ia &';n .. :G ..... -• 

not only because it points out the faulty calculations oftbe existing CPJ 
which have affected the wage structure and dearness allowance rate Dhananjayarao Gadgil Libra£) 
industries for the last several years, but also because of its novel \IIIIIIIIIIIIII\IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIID collection of the consumer price data. The Committee bas suggested t 
trade unions in the collection of these data and also the taking into ~ 
Objective situation-such as the prevalence of black-market-in this pn GIPE-PUNE-154969 
very significant findings of the Committee and its important suggestio. 
publishes here below the text of this Report •. 
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Cbapter I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Origin 

1.1.1. Strange though it may seem, a very large 
number of workers in Calcutta industrial area 
including those employed in the jute industry stili 
have their dearness allowances calculated o~ the 
basis of a working-class Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
for Calcutta Centre with base nearly 35 years old 
at August 1939. · ' 


