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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
APPOINTED TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING 

LOCATION OF CERTAIN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS IN THE 
SHANWAR WADA, POONA. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

1. We were appointed a Committee by Government Resolution, 
No. 7987 (Education and Industries Department), dated 27th August 
1947. The resolution reads as follows:~ -

" RESOLUTION OF GOVERNMENT. - ' 
• . j. 

Government cons1ders that the Shanwar Wada at Poona can 
ideally house some public institutions, in a manner which would 
enhance its utility while, at the same time, preserving essentially its 
historical character. -

2. The Regional Library for Maharashtra requires buildings; 
the Lord Reay Industrial Museum finds its present acco=odatiori 

. quite inadequate ; and a historical museum can aldo be contenr' 
plated for location in the Shanwar Wada. 

3. With a view to consider the possibilityofutilioingthe Shan war 
Wada in this respect and to prepare necessary plans and designs 
which would he in keeping with the architectural features, of .the 
Wada, Government is pleased to appoint a Co=ittee in consulta-
_tion with the Government of India. · · 

4. The Co=ittee should consist of the following members:'- · 
(1) Mr. P. M. Lad, Secretary to Government, Legal Depart-

ment and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs (Chairman). 
(2) The Director General of Archaeology. 
(3) The Director of Archives, Government of India. 
(4) The Architect to Government (Junior). 
(5) Mr. N. S. Gupchup. 
(6) Mr. L. V .. Sathe of Messrs. M9.Ster Sathe and Bbuta, 

Architects, Bombay. 
(7) Rao Saheb B. V. Gharpure, Curator, Lord Reiy 

Industrial Museum, Poona. 
(8) Principal, College of Engineering, Poona (Member and 

Secretary). · 
5. The non-official. members attending the committee meetings 

will be eligible to draw travelling allowance admissible under rule 1 
- in section 1 of Appendix XLII -A to the Bombay Civil Services 

Rules. · 
><O-IV Bk Na 2<t--l 
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6. The travelling allowance of the two officers of the Govern
ment of India will be borne by the Government of India. 

7. The Committee may hold its meeting~ in Bombay and Poona. 
lts report should be submitted within a period of three months from 
the date of appointment. . 

8. The Director of Public Instruction should be reque~ted to 
point out the source from which the expenditure involved should be 
met." 

2. The first meeting of the Committee was held at Poona on I!'riday 
the 26th September 1947. 

3·. After the preliminary investigation of the Shan war Wada site, the 
Committee decided that in view of the clear terms of reference, it was 
unnecessary to issue a general questionnaire and that it would be more 
useful to invite representat-ive leading citizens in different walks of life 
to give the Committee the benefit of their views. Accordingly, a list of 
such persons was made and invitations were issued to them and a copy 
of the relevant portion of the Government Resolution was also supplied 
to them. Care was taken to include among them representatives of 
institutions which were mentioned in the Government Resolution and 
also persons interested in such institutions. 

4. Thereafter, meetings were held at the Shan war Wads. itself so as 
to enable witnesses to visualise the problem. In all six meetings were 
held at which twenty-one witnesses were examined. 

5. At that stage, one of the members of the Committee-Shri B. V. · 
Gharpure-sailed abroad, but be still continued to be a member of the 
Committee. He represented the interests of the Lord Reay Maharashtra 
Industrial Museum-one of the institutions mentioned in the Government 
Resolution-the possibility- of finding accommodation for which was 
to be investigated by the Committee. It was decided that w~ should 
hold up our deliberations till he returned and not submit our conclusions 
to Government in his absence ; alth(Jugh the Committee had even at 
that stage tentatively formulated such conclusions. The consideration 
and finalisation of/the report was, therefore, deferred so as to enable 
Shri Gharpure to participa,te therein. 

· 6. Upon his return, in March 1949 it was represented by him and by 
the Secretary of the Lord Reay Maharashtra Industrial Museum that the 
Committee should hear some additional witnesses a list of whom was 
supplied to the Committee. Invitations were issued to those persons 
also, and they too were supplied with copies of the relevant portion 
of the Government Resolution. Accordingly, four meetings were held 
at the Shanwar Wada again, at which six witnesses ~ere examined. 

7. In all we held ten meetings in Poona and four in Bombay. 
Diffi,culty was all along experienced in arrar:ging meetings of the 
Committee at which all the members could remain present. It was 
essential that at the concluding stages at least, all of them. should 
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remain present and finalise tbe''ID.S;in recommendations. Considerable 
time was spent in this process and dravdngs made for the proposed 
building bad also to .be altered. Ultimately the main conclusions were 
finalised at a meeting held in Bom);lay on the 29th Aprill950. These 
conclu,sions were signed by all the members ineluding Sbri B. V. Gbarpu.re 
who signed su.bject to a note of dissent and general observations. 

8. In the light of these conclusions, the members of the qommittee 
specialised in Architectu.re and Engineering were requested to prepare 
a new set of drawings together with plans, etc. They were prepared 
by one member of the Comm.itte~-the Architect to Government-and 
were approved by others. They were supplied towards the end of 1950. 
The drafting of the report was held up at that stage owing unfortunat'ely 
to the ill health of the Chairman·. 

9. · The time for submitting the report was accordingly got extended, 
and we have now great pleasu.re in submitting ou.r final report .. 

lO. In Appendix I is given a list of witnesses alphabetically arranged 
who were examined by the Committee_. 

n. In Appendix II is given a list of persons and institutions who 
submitted written memoranda. 

12. In addition to these, invitations were issued to other 
distinguished persons as well ; but the Committee had not the benefit of 
their views either orally or in writing. 
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CHAPTER H. 
' 

THE STORY OF THE SHANWAR WADA. 

13. The Sha.nwar Wada, of which the only parts now 19ft are the 
massive rampart with its gateways and bastions and within the enclosuxe 
ofthat rampart the remains in ruins ofseveralstructuxesandgardens, 
was by all accounts the most magnificent and stately ·mansion built 
in Poona, and was probably at that time the finest modern palace in 
the Deccan (*). Like the Maratha Empire, it had a brief but eventful 
life of less than 100 years. The mar)Jle tablet on the entrance gate 
states that Bajirao Pesbwa laid the foundation-stone of the palace on 
this site on the lOth January 1729; that the building was completed 
in 1736 and was the chief residence of the Peshwas until 1818 ; and that 
it was deStroyed by fire in 1827. Both the dates of its foundation and 
of its destruction are inaccurately given in this inscription, and the 
error, which seems to ba ve been copied from the Poona Gazetteer, arises 
out of a miscalculation of the Hindu year and also of the Muslim year iD 
terms of the Christian year. 

, 14. Balaji Visbwanatb Bbat's family used to live mostly at Saswad 
when the office of the Peshwa was conferred upon him by Sbahu. After 
Balaji's death Bajirao was appointed to the office of Pesbwa at the very 
young age of twenty ; and it is well known to history that this young 
Peshwa was not only an adventuxous commander but was a leader of great 
vision and laid the foundation of the Maratha Empire. The Province 
of Poona was the Peshwa's saranjam since his father~ a time; and the 
town or kasba of Poona was given to him as inam by Sbahu in 1726. 
Poona had strategic importance and also its climatic attractions; and 
Bajirao, therefore, decided to shift his headquaiters from Saswad to 
Poona. In the year 1728, better known as Kilak Samvatsar, which 
has been described by the emi!!ent historian Shri G. S. Sardesai as one 
of the most glorious yeaJs in Maratha history when schemes of 
expansion took definite shape, Bajirao made preparations for building 
a palace at Poona. The site was first levelled after demolishing the old 
fort wall which was built during the Moghul rule, and Bajixao invited 
his relations and officers to colonise the place. There is a well-worn 
legend that while he was passipg by the site of the palace on his usual 
morning ride, he witnessed the most astonishing spectacle of a hare 
defiantly chasing a hound, which inspired him with the belief that 
a palace erected thereon would be destined to prove invulnerable even 
against the mightiest attack-an expectation which history sadly belied. 
The legend is a common one and is often repeated in conneetion with 
many historical sites of capitals and palaces. It would seem that Bajirao's 
choice of the site was inlluenced more by the historical sentiment 
that it was close to the site of Shivaji's celebrated La! Mahal of which 
unfortunately no trace now remains; and tradition bas it that with his 
own hands Bajirao carried the earth from the Lal Mahal site and put 

(*) Gazetteorofthe Bombay Presidency, Vol. XVIII, Partin (Poona), p. 34<!. 
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it in_ the founda~ion of -the Shanwar Wada. However that may be, 
the site was acqutred from fishermen and weavers who were, in exchange, 
given plots in Mangalwar Peth ; and the foundation of this celebrated· 
palace was laid on the 3rd day of the bright half of Magh of the Shake 
year 1651 corresponding to the first new moon of the Mussalman month 
of Rajah. That was Saturday the lOth of January 1730. Two years 
were spent in_the construction of the building, which would suggest that 
the building was not so modest as seems to have been imagined on the 
strength of casual references to 'small sums spent . in charity on the 
auspicious occasion of laying the foundation. The house-warming 
ceremony was performed on the 7th day of the bright half of Magh 
of the Shake year 1653 corresponding to the 5th of the Musealman month 
of Saban, which was also a Saturday, the 22nd of January 1732. It is 
perhaps because of these two important initial events having fallen on 
a Saturday that the palace came to be known as the Saturday or Shan war 
palace ; for, there is no material to show that the palace took its name 
from the locality or Pet!; known by that name in which the weekly bazaar 
nsed to be held on Saturdays. It is recorded that the original building 
was constlUcted by Bajirao at the total cost of Rs. 16,110; and it is 
stated that it was a two-storeyed palace of a very simple and elegant 
design of which the main audieDce-hall contained ornamental carvings 
and that it bad three quadrangles with fountaiDs and gardens. The 
palace naturally iDcluded :residential apartments and also office rooms · 
for the secretariat. We will not he far wrong if, following the existing 
tradition, we we1e to locate the audience-hall on the easte1n side of the 
main. quadrangle. All along the quadrangles where today we see the 
narrow plinths, there originally stood open verandahs . with wooden 
columns. Preliminary arrangements for water-supply were made in 
Bajirao's lifetime, inoluding a conduit connected with a well near the 
river. It also seems that Bajirao built a mansion for his favourite 
mistress Mastani of whom, curiously enough, the first historical reference 
is that she gave a d!lncing performance on the occasion of the marriage 
of Bajirao's son Nanasa.heb on the day following the foundation ceremony 
of the Shanwar Wada. As the building was not ready for occupation, 
this marriage was celebrated in a panda! specially erected for that purpose 
in the old fort. Mastani's mansion stood in the north-eastern corner 
of the Shanwar Wada; and the gate in that part of the rampart which 
she seems to have nsed is appropriately named_ after her. · 

15. The construction of the rampart was commenced in Bajirao's 
lifetime by his brother, Chimaji. Apparently Shahu did not favour the 
idea for various reasons, .the principal among which wast hat a 
fortification · of this .kind helps the enemy if the place were to ·fall 
into their hands. A well-known saying is attributed to him which 
expresses his dislike of such fortifications; namely, that the true 
rampart is the warrior's chest .and not a mud-wall.* Perhaps Shahu 
did not also relish the idea of a massive rampart which would arrest 
attention; and he felt that in particular the central.gateway facing, the 

'·' ~ 'file 'flU, ~ ;;<lit. 
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north may be construed as an affront to the Moghul Emperor whom he 
was not at that stage prepared to displease. Accordingly, in deference 
to Shahu's wishes the work of the rampart was abandoned and the 
opening on the north side was thus left incomplete. After Shahu's 
death, Bajirao's son, Balaji Bajirao alias Nanasaheb, resumed the work 
of this fortified enclosure wall, acquiring the adjoining land for that 
purpose even by removing the houses of his noblemen and some Brahmin 
priests. It was he who fixed the Delhi Gateway to the palace and made 
it worthy of that position by selecting, it is said, the design of the main 
gateway of the famous ancient Indraprastha or Old Fort at Delhi and by 
erecting a spacious Nagarkhana or lllusic Gallery on its ~op from which 
the royal standard of the Peshwas proudly waved. He IS also reported 
to have surmounted the gateways with beautiful cupolas which are no 
longer extant. Nanasaheb, in whose regime Maratha life was fashioning 
itself on the habits of the Imperial Court at Delhi, made several additions 
and alterations and added much splendour, beauty and comfort to this 
magnificent palace. The water supply was improved by a connection 
with a tank at Katraj, eight miles south of Poona. To Nao,asaheb rii.Ust 

-be given the credit for almost all the notable constructions in the palace. 
To mention only a few, the famous Ganapati Rang Mahal, so often 
described in history, where darbars were held, the Arse Mahal or the 
Hall of Mirrors, the Hazari fountain, were all added by Nanasaheb ; and 
he extended the principal palace and made it into an impressive building 
of seven storeys, thus emulating the house of Ramchandra Baba which 
is said to be the first of its kind then in Poona. In that heyday of 
Maratha glory, the Shanwar Wada rapidly became the centre of Iudia's 
political and military activities ; and from the available records it would 
seem that it was a palace worthy of the dominating position which the 
Marathas then occupied in India. · 

l6. Shortly after the disaster of Panipat, in the year 1763 the paiace 
was narrowly saved from destruction _when ransom for that purpos~ was 
given to the Nizam who had devastated Poona by fire. The fifth 
Peshwa, Narayavrao, during his nine months' regime, is believed to have 
added a palatial block called Narayan Mahal. The Gardis who 
murdered him on the 30th Augilst 1773 marched into the palace 
through the breach made in the Khidki Darwaja which at that time 
was being widened so as to admit elephants. Nana Fadnavis added a 
number of refinements and reconstructed certain portions in, the palace. 
He demolished the old Secretariat court where he himself had received
training and b~ilt a new one in its place. He also ouilt for the young 
Peshwa, Sawa1 Madhavrao, a stately mansion which, judging by its 
name, Meghadambari or cloud-capped mansion, must have been the 
highest building in Poona, from the uppermost terrace of which it is said 
the spire of the Alandi temple twelve miles north of Poona could be seen. 
Under Nana_ Fadnavis the organisation of the palace functioned very 
efficiently in all directions. The palace had stables for horses and 
elephants, fountains and water cascades which constituted one of its 
most alluring attraction~, a te:race garden of the Moghul st:r.le, a 
system of water supply whiCh exCited the wondrous admiration of ballad 
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writers of those days, audience halls where darbars were held in great 
pomp. Guards were-mounted on duty on the rampart wall, bastions and 
other places in the Wada, and the palace also accommodated a secretariat 
organisation attending to the various departments of the Peshwa's 
administration. 

17. It is at about this time that we get the record of the very first of 
the series of fires so unfortunately associated with this palace. In 1791 
three storeys of the seven-storeyed mansion caught fire. In 1794 
there was another fire in the same building which destroyed five storeys, 
two having been saved with ·great effort. In young Sawai Madbavrao's 
regime the palace witnessed two events which Marathas ever recall 
with great pride. On the 14th June 1792, Mahadji Scindia arrived at 
the palace and formally requested the Peshwa to accept the titles and 
dresses he had brought for him from the Emperor at Delhi : And in 
January 1795 the Maratha army marched out of this palace to which 
it returned victorious after winning the battle of Kharda. Ail the 
chronicler then remarked, "the Peshwa's stars are in the ascendant," 
and when he returned to Poona on the 1st May 1795 he received an 
unprecedented welcome. He marched in procession through the 
brilliantly illuminated city when flowers of gold were showered upo11 him. 
But the glory was short-lived. Only six months afterwards, on the 25th 
of October 1795 the young Peshwa whose sleeping apartment was on the 
top of the Ganpati Mahal had an accidental fall from the gallery or 
terrace upon the seven fountains in the quadrangle below. Some say 
it was a case of suicide. The fact remains that he sustained serious 
injuries and died. 

18. Thereafter, the palace fell on adverse days indeed. His successor, 
the last Peshwa, the second Bajirao, made additions of his own, including 
another high structure known as Asmani Mahal, or the celestial mansion, 
near the mansion of his father. In March 1803 the valuables in the 
palace were .plundered (including even the PeEhwa's gold ambari or 
howrlah) by Yeshwantrao Holkar who in reprisal of his brother Vithoji's 
atrocious murder had occupied Poona and had installed Virayak Rao, 
son of Amrit Rao, as the Peshwa. On the night of the 4th .Aptil1E08, 
there was another visitation of fire which this time occurred in the rcom 
where jewellery was kept. In 1811 the mansion which Bajimo II had 
built was itself destroyed by fire. In about the same year Bajirao II 
razed to the ground the palace ofMastani in the north-east corner where 
her descendant .Ali Bahadur then lived. .Ali Bahadur's mother and 
wife were removed from that building and even the earth of the building 
was thr~wn out and trees planted on the site. Finally, on that 
unfortunate day, th!l 17th of November 1817, the British flag was 
hoisted on the Shanwar Wada by Natu and Robinson. Thus ended 
the independent position of the palace in Maratha life and history. 

19. Historians are agreed that no authentic plan, picture or painting: 
of this palace has been discovered as yet, and no record also is fcrth
coming which describes the building in detail. · The oldest descriptive 
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record we possess is that of the well-known Manolikar*. plan which 
only gives a ground plan indicating the various structures and whic~ is 
not materially different from the plan now prepared by the ArchaeologiCal 
Department. As a general description, the following passage from the 
Gazetteer, which is fairly accurate, would suffice:-

" The palace was a six-storeyed building with four large and several 
smaller courts or chauks. The courts were called either from the 
objects for which they were set apart or the persons who occupied them. 
One was called Phadacha Chauk or the Granary and Stores Court,t 
a second Tak Chauk or the Dairy Court, a third Mudpak Chauk 
or the Kitchen Court, a forth Pakvanna Chauk or the Sweetmeat 
Court, and two others Sawitribai's and Yamunabai's Chauks after 
two ladies of the Peshwa's family. The halls or divanknanas of the 
palace had names taken either from their decorations or from their uses. 
One was called the Gokak Divankhana, because it was embellished 
with toys and decorations from Gokak in Belgaum ; another the Nach 
Divankhana where dancing parties were given; a third the Kacheri 
Divankhana or audience hall, where statesmen and strangers were 
received; a fourth the Hastidanti Diva}\khana or ivory hall because 
of an ivory ceiling and other decorations; the fifth the Ganesh 
Divankhana where Ganapati was yearly worshiped in Bhadrapad 
or .A.ugu>t-September; a sixth the .A.rse Mahal because its walls 
and ceiling were covered with mirrors; and a seventh, Narayanrao's 
Mahal. These and other halls were in the form of a standish or 
Kalamdan with a central main hall with square ceiling, and siife 
compartments with sloping ceiling like the aisles of a church. The 
pillars supporting the main halls were of wood cut in the cypress 
or suru pattern and were joined together on the top by thick cusped 
arches. The ceiling was covered with beautiful wooden tracery 
in different patterns. The wood work was painted with fignres. of 
trees and men or scenes from the Puranas in enamel and gold. 
The stone work inside the courts was throughout finely chiselled and 
polished. Most of the important courts had central fountains. The 
height of the palace is not known. .A.H round the palace thick iron 
chains were hung on the walls to ward off lightning and other evil 
spirits. .A. retinue of Brahman servants was maintained at the palace 
at a monthly cost of £ 150 (Rs. 1,500). From a cistern in the palace 
water was raised to the seventh storey and carried to the Mudpak 
Court, Tak court, and other parts of the palace. The fountain 
in Phad court was famous~ for its size and beauty." 

20. Parasnis in his essay on the Shan war Wada in" Poona in Bygone 
Days", says that Bhojraj, a very skilful artist from J aipur was specially 
engaged for the work of painting the halls. We have record of some des
criptions left by Englishmen and other Europeans who visited the palace, 
but they mainly describe the Darbar Hall or the Ganapati Rang Mahal, 

*See Appendix III. 
t This should be really Secretariat Conrt. 



of 'vhich fortunately a picture painted by a contemporary artist Daniell 
from sketches made by Wales is still available. The best short 
description is that left by Sir Charles Malet when he visited the palace 
on the 7th April1791 :-

" Proceeding through the Jniddlc of the crowded city, we came to 
the entrance of the palace which looks to the east [He was obviously 
referring to the Khidki or Ganesh Darwaja]. This leading through 
a lofty gateway we passed to the left, along a very ordinary colonnade, 
which appeared, indeed, as yet in an unfinished state; and at the 
termination of this, a sharp turn to the right brought us at once into the 
Devaukhauah or hall of audience. This was spacious and lofty, but 
perfectly simple, and without ornament, unless we except the usual 
carving in the wood-work. The side towards the area-which as far as 
I recollect was to the north -was entirely open, the roof being sustained 
by wooden pillars; and the floor was covered from end to end with 
a spotless piece of white calico." 

21. In 1803 Lor<l Valentia visited the palace and has left au 
interesting account of it in hi~ travel~:-

"On entering the Palace, we found His Highness' cavalry and guard 
of infantry drawn out, with his elephants and suwarry; they were by_ 
no means splendid. As we passed under the Nobit Khanah the kettle
drums beat. Within the walls the servants were all at their posts, and 
the crowd considerable. In the windows, were numbers of the higher 
orders. We quitted our palanquins at the foot of the stairs, which we 
mounted, attended only by our Chobdars and Ausubadars. A small 
ante-room led to the durbar. The palace is a tolerable handsome 
building, and was very clean. The Durbar room is large ; it is 
supported by wooden pillars handsomely carved." 

· 22. Another description is that noted by Sir James Mackintosh, 
Recorder of the Bombay Court in the year 1805, where he describes the 
Durbar Hall as a long gallery which was reached through a handsome 
square by a steep staii"Case. Lt.-Col. Fit~clareuce, who saw the 
palace when it was occu;:>ied by the British in 1818, describes the 
paintings and the small courts which .were crowded with trees and 

' shrubs, the great quadrangle with its sculptured wood pillars and cornices 
which he thought very_spleudid. The palace was gla~ed throughout and 
from its top one could get an extensive view of the city. In particular 
he describes the Ganapati Mahal, which was a vaulted room about 
50 feet long and very high with" a gallery which runs round it like our 
music galleries in ball rooms, and it is one mass of mirrors, intermixed 
with green foil, inlaid with gilt wooden partitions and numbers of English 
out-glass chandeliers." 

23. One of the renowned features of the palace was the Ha~ari Karaujo 
or a thousand-sprayed fountain, which, it is said, is the second of its kind 
in the world, the other being the celebrated fountain" Fountana di Trevi" 
at. Rome. Recent investigations show that this fountain, which has 
a shape of a lotus and has 196 petals, is entirely of an indigenous desigt\. 

>fO-IV Bk Na 24-2 
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The other object of wonder was the wat~rfall dexterously arranged upon 
the deep tank or well near Ganesh !lfahal.. They .were called Ol!addars 
meaning white shawls _of water, behmd whiCh a skilful arrangement was 
made to place coloured lights il\ the niches which gave a charmingly 
brilliant effect at night. The yonng Peshwa Savai Madhavrao was 
particularly fond of inviting guests to witness this delightful scene. 

:!4. The following description by Parasnis gives a general idea of 
the internal fittings, decorations and treasures of the palace :- . 

. 

"In this Palace the state rooms or Durbar halls were lofty and well 
arranged, and contained very rich articles of furniture and tapestry. 
The department of jewellery and library contamed choicest and rarest 
thioga. The picture gallery possessed most valuable masterpieces 
of the old Mogul and Persian arts, and also finest speciu\ens of old 
masters in Europe, mostly presents from foreigiJ nations such as 
the English, the French alld the Portuguese. The armoury was full 
of rare and curious arms, and the collection of arts and curios was 
placed in :Museum Hall known as J innas [{ltana. It contained chiefly 
foreign articles of art and mechanism including watches, clocks, globes, 
music boxes, and toys. According to oriental fashion these halls 

. were tastefully arranged and decorated with wall paintings and were 
the objects of great admiration to those who had the good fortune 
to visit them. " 

25. This palace is intiu\ately associated with the most eventful period 
of Maratha history; and standing on the ruins, Marathas naturally recall 
memories of notable dramatic events and scenes. The ruins now help to 
conjure up a past on which the historian's fancy still fondly dwells. Here 
it was that the fighting Peshwa Bajirao, aptly described by Sir Richard 
Temple as the incarnation of Hindu energy, made his first home in Poona. 
It is here that he evolved the vital idea that as against a foreigner Hindus 
and Musliu\s of this soil must unite to defcml the motherland. Here 
he tried the uniqtle experiment of Hindu-Muslin\ Ullity in his alliance 
with Mastani which, as was to be expected, aroused from his conservative 
:elations, including even his beloved brother, bitter opposition which 
Ill no small measure hastened his untimely end. The fact tha:t Mastani's 
son eventually laid doivn his life for the Indian national cause at the 
battle of Panipat bears testiowny to the far-reaching vision of this 
Peshwa who was moved by an ardour of success in national undertakings 
aud sustained. by .patriotic c.onfideuce. It was the inspiration of that 
confidence whiCh 1mpelled h1s brother Chinlaji to oust the Portuguese 
from Bassein. It is here that the foundations were well and truly laid 
of the Maratba .Confederacy which, so long as· it lasted in nnity, was 
the. envy of Ind1ang and the des.Pair of the foreigners who were slowly 
trymg to entrench· themselves. It is here that the founders .of the 
houses. of Sciudia.s, Holkars, Bhonslas and Pawars got their charters of 
authonty, and gomg abroad eventually helped to settle a stable political 

*Poona ~n Bygo:w Da.yE>, Q:p. cit. T'· 18, 
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organisatiou in the disturbed tracts of northern India. The experiment 
which began with Bajirao culminated at Panipat; and although for the 
time being it met with disaster, the Maratha spirit which was determined 
to clear the land of foreigners·went on its triumphal mareh unmindful 
of the blow. The palace witnessed the heroic efforts made by Madhavrao 
to rehabilitate the position. Destiny willed otherwise, ·and the years 
~hat followed have left the impression of their lesson in the ruins which 
we see today and which truly represent the dents and scars on the 
Maratha mind. Our mind is filled with sadness at the ruin wrought 
by internecine feuds, by personal jealousies and by a lack of unity which 
inevitably led to foreign domination. The air we breathe resounds 

·with the tragic cry uttered by Narayanrao whei\ he was slain; and we 
can fully realise the agony of his mother who it is said felt so stricken 
with grief at the loss of aU her sons that in a fre!Uy she gave up all 
comforts of life. and took up a half coconut shell as a bowl for begging 
alms from door to door. Our grief is enhanced by the next tragic event 
of the death of Sawai Madhavrao which nipped in the oud all hopes 
which the Maratha Confederacy by its unity had excited by the victorious 
battle of Kharda. The inglorious career of Bajirao II teaches through 
these ruins the lesson of history that no people can flourish who do not 
know how to stand together and who put self above service. Our sadness 
is like a dark sh:y shot through with streaks of momentary lightning 
which reveal enchanting scenes-the stately marches of strong armies 
out of Delhi. Gateway, the stern dispensation of justice in the Court 
at this palace by that renowned Chief Justice Ramashastri, the splendour 
of the darbars at which British Ambassadors lea1·ned to bend their knees 
and bow dowu before the image ofGanapati which later, after occupation, 
they coul(l' afford to deride.* 

26. II\ this matmer the Shan war Wada with its imposing rampart and 
majestic central gateway and Nagarkhana enclosing within its fold 
the ruins of the glory of the past, stands as a veritallle symbol of the 
most eventful epoch of Maratha histo1·y. 

27. The vicissitudes through which the palace passed after its occupa
tion by the British are stranger and sadder still. For three years in the 
beginning the first Administrator of Poona had his headquarters here. 
Then it was turned into a jail. By the end of June 1825, when Bishop 
Heber visited the palace, the ground fioor of the upper building was 
used as a prison for the toWI\ and district, the t!oor i=ediately above 
had a dispensary and the· large darbar hall was fitted up with beds 
to serve as an "infirmary for the natives," while higher still the gallery 
was reserved for a lunatic asylum. Later, the Ganesh Mahal was 
appropriated as a court of sessions. It is perhaps permissible to suspect 
that it is this ignominious treatment tl1at may have been responsibie 
for the mysterious fire which broke out on the 21st February 1828 and 

*See the ironical description in the account left by Lt.-Col. Fitzcla.rence quoted by 
Pamsnis in Poona in Bygone Days_. page 26. · 
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which completely destroyed the palace. As has been ~tated before, 
the date given in the inscription which is copied from the Ga~ettee1, 
is inaccurate. The fire, which was the last of the series, raged for two 
days, defeating the efforts made to put it out and so completely devastated 
the buildiu"s that nothing was practically saved, excepting, according 
to some acc"ounts, the Arse Mahal (the Hall of Mirrors) and some minor 
structures. It is however doubtful whether the Hall of Mirrors was 
saved. However that may be, thereafter the palace was literally buried 
deep in oblivion. What was left was covered with debris, the walled 
enclosure was roughly levelled and on the ruins were built police lines 
which were later removed to .make room for the Small Causes Court 
of Poona and the subsidiary buildings attached to it. What the palace 
then looked like can be seen from the pictures which the Archaeological 
Department had taken before the excavation and 'Yhich are reproduced 
i11 Appendix IV. 

28. As the writer of an artiCle li1 the Kesari wrote, while the 
excavations of Shan war .Wada were commenced: "If one looks back 
200 years, there was not~i:J;lg here excepting the huts of fishermen. One 
who peeps into the palace now in the year 1919, would see a few 
shrubs, cottages for policemen and a civil ·court on the old foundations. 
Round about on the uneven ground there is growth of jungle wood 
where one is afraid to step. Strange indeed is the drama of destiny. 
On the site where once the Peshwas had their :inam hall are now 
erected latrines for the civil court.'' 

29. As that same writer put it, "It is only when destiny takes such 
ugly turn that the desire for resurrection dawns." In 1915 was made 
the first proposal to convert the enclosed space into a public park. But 
as the conversion of the interior would have meant the destruction 
of all remains of the old palace, the then Governor of Bombay, Sir George 
Lloyd, decided to have the debris excavated in order to find out what 
an,cien,t remains were buried underneath. In 1917 when the site was 
inspected by the Archaeological Department, n,ot a vestige was to be 
seen of the old palace. In 1919 it was declared a protected monument 
under the An,cient Mon,umen,ts Preservation Act, 1904, and after the 
Govern,or's visit the excavation was immediately commenced. The 
Prince of Wales visited the palace in, 1921, by which tline considerable 
progress had been made li1 the excavation. Two years of sustained 
and careful excavation brought to light a conglomerate of a variety 

. of terraced parks, cisterns and fountains as well as the remains of plinths 
of apartments. The work cost Rs. 1,25,000, and we11t on for some time. 
Finally about 1935-36 Ch~man,~ag, one of the interesting sites iu the 
Wada, was excavated. It ts beheved that ahnost all things have now 
beeu. _exposed. to view, although it is difficult to say whether further 
excavations in certain parts may not bring to light some other interesting 
discoveries. . 
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CHAPTER III. 

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTANT ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS 

OF THE 8HANWAR WADA. 

30. In the present state ofits a.rchitectural preservation, this palace is 
· remarkable mainly for the striking proportions of its enclosure walls, the 
h~avy bulk of their bastions, the imposing design and height of the main 
gateway with its music gallery at top, as well a~ for the foundation 
plinths of the main central block of its ancient courts halls, and 
residential apartments_ and also fer a number ofwell-desigved masonry 
fountains, cisterns and lawns. 

31. The enclosure wall has nine bastioDs and five gateways built of 
brick masonry on stona foundations; this wall and its bastions are twent) 
feet in height. Eaoh of the north and south sides oftbe enclosure wall is 
184 yards long and ~hose on east and west each measure 164 yards in 
length. Of the nine bastions, four occur on the four ·corners of the 
enclosure, two flank the main entrance in the middle of the north side and 
the remaininl!" three abut each against the east, south and north sides at 
suitable intervals. The two bastions flanking the main gateway are 
octagonal and are constructed of black trap stone in ·ashlar masonry, 
while the rest are round and semi-circular in shape. In the body of the 
massive enclosure wall on its southern and western sides there are a 
number· of small cells for the use of guards. There are also eight 
st~ircases in it leading to the top of the enclosure wall. Of the five 
entrances two including the main grteway open in.to the north side, two 
in the east side and one in the south side ofthe enclosure, the west side 
being entirely closed. As it faces towards Delhi, the main gatewa), which· 
opens in the middle of the nortli side, is called Delhi Darwaza (Gale). 
The smaller entrance in the eastern half of the north wall is na~ed 
Mastani or Ali Bahadur Darwaza, because it provided the nea~est 
approach to the apartments of Mastani the Muslim mistress of Bajirao I. 
The two gateways in the east wall of the enclosure are called respectively 
the Kavathi Darwaza and the Ganesh D.·rwaza from their proximity to 
a Kavathi (wood-apple) tree and a small Ganesh shrine. The Kavathi 
Darwaza was also known as Khidki Darwaza or postem, owing to its 
original small proportions. The fifth entrance which occurs to the west 
end of the south wall was known as Narayan Darwaza, owing to the fact 
1-.hat after his murder the body of Narayanrao Peshwa was taken out 
for cremation from this. gate. It is also known as Nataks~ala Darwaza, 
because the court dancers used to frequent this entrance. Of all these 
entra.nMs the one called Delhi Darwaza is the most imposing. The outer . ' face of its heavy· wooden door is thickly spiked over most of its surface. 
Said to be patterned after the model of the main gateway oflndra.prastha, 
.the famous Hindu fort in ancient Delhi, this main entrance of the 
Shanwar Wa.da supports at extreme top a beautiful mnsic gallery, the 
exquisite balcony of which adds considerably to its dignity. 
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32: The enclosed area of the Wada is abont five acres. Among the 
remains now exto.nt in that area, the m~re noteworthy are (I) t~e terra~ll(l 
stone masonry plinth of the extinct mam block o~palace bml~ngs w~1ch 
runs norLh-south in the middle of the enclosure,(-) the Haza-.:1 KaranJe, a 
thousand-jetted stone-masonry fountain of lotus des~gn lying to the 
west of the centra! high"-r plinth, ani! (3) the square Cistern of compart
mented walls which was formerly called the Chaman or arbour, oocupying 
part of the lower terrace on east: 

3:~. In the middle of the enclosure the terraced base plinth of the main 
block preserves on its first _or lower terrace tv.:o baln~c~g square lawns 
.iu the foreground, each wtth a small square cistern II its centre. The 
narrow path lying between these law~ leads south to th~ fo~r feet, eight 
inches high plinth of the seoond or higher terrace. This htgher terrace 
is approached by each of the three short flights of steps which Bscend to 
its surface from the level of the lower terrace nesr the east and west ends 
of the higher plinth and also in its middle. T~e ess~ntially oblong ground 
plan of this second or higher terrace resolves itself l1l the two large square 
courts one behind the othH. While the front court has a square swik, 
lawn and a small cistein in its centre, the one at the rear contains a 
fairly L'lrge and deep tank known as Pushkatni Tank. The paved edges 
of the loggias of both these square courts still show lines of inter-spaced 
small holes ou their surface, indicating thereby that these holes are the 
sockets into which the bottom ends of the pillars and· posts of the now 
extinct roofs of the loggias were inserted. From the Manolikar plan of 
the Wada it is seen that the two apartments on either side of the 
entrance to the front court served as guard rooms, while the adjoining 
apartments to the south were used as waiting rooms for visitors. The 
oblong apartments on either side of the courtyard were probably the 
offices of the Peshwas. In the eastern apartment behind the site for 
office were housed the records of the Peahwas, while the corresponding 
apartment on the western side contained a room for jewellery, armoury · 
etc. Another oblong apartment separating the two square courtyards 
was a central hall called 1\Jazghar. The apartments around the Push· 
karni Haud or tank, contained a dining hall, and Gauri Mahal or hall for 
the festival of G-auri. 

34. The second object of interest amona these ruins is the Hazari 
~ranje. It lies in the _middle. oftha lowerterr;ce on the west. Designed 
hke an open Ictus of s1xteen petaL;, this fountain has a circumference of 
e~ghty feet. On the raised_ surface of the huge lotus are still seen 196 
different ends of copper pipes representing 196 jets through which water 
u~ed t_o spray up. It has been suggested that in each of these jets a lotus 
WJth e1ghtpeta!s wrs fixed with a furtherjeton each petal, thus making up 
the to~al num?er of over a thousand jets, signified by the appellation 
Hazan Karan] e. In the circular drain around the. fountain ends of 
copper pipes of fifteen jets can be seen. A round copper pipe, laid from 
the south-western corner to the centre of the cistern fed all the 
foun~~~ns. It is claimed that barring the ce)Ahrated "Fontana di 
Trevi at Rome this fountain had no equal anywhere. 
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35. To the south of the Hazari Karanjo to the extr~me end is a d~p 
stepped well, the roof of which rises slightly higher than the level of the 
Hazari Karanje. B.etween thiP roof of tbe stepped well and the fountrin 
ate two courts, the northern one being fitted with a very large number 
of sinks of stone and with copper pipes. In the other court are the 
remain.~ of two fountains, the one near tne well being oval iv shape 
with fluted sides. Tne map referred to above states tbat the residential 
apaTtment of llfadhavrao I were in this area. · 

36. To the north of the Hazari Karanje, there is an open ql!3drangle 
which according to the map was used for training young boys of the 
Peshwa household in horsemanship. To the west of this open quadrangle, 
though no traces of any building are left, there once stood an important · 
two storeyed building, where the Peshwas used to meet important 
personages on state business. The first meeting between Sawai 1\fadhavrao 
and Sir Charles ilfa.let most probably took place in this apartment . 

. 37. In the lower courtyard to the west of the remains descTibed abov~ 
and where at present are grown a few trees of B.akul, were rows of stables 
for horses and oxen, while on the eastern side there was a row of elephant 
stables marked by heavy stone-rings to which their ankle-chains- were 
attached. Towards the south and close to the Narayan Gate there are 
some low-level chambers measuring 124' X 19'-9" which most probably 
were used as a granary. The semi-circular rampart in the centre of the 
western· enclosu,re wall contains a vaultLd mund cell which in all 
probability was the magazine or the ammunition store. 

. . 

38. Another notewcrthy feature in this enclosure is the square cistern 
of brick masonry measuring 51' X 45', prominently occupying the 
middle of the lower terrace on the east. This cistern marks the site of 
an arbouP wilich was called Chaman in former days. When rescued 
from the incubus of debris in recent times not much of its fabric had 
survived. It has, however, been 1econstructed as much as possible, 
in conformity with its original pian.· This cistern is remarkable for 
a series of small square hollow compartments of various floral designb 
into which the thickness of its walls is divided, each alternate co~ppartment 
having a fountain spout in the centre of its floor. 

39. To the south of the-terracedgarden called Cham&n Bag is the site of 
the wellknown Ganapati Rang Mahal which has been describecl in great 
detail by foreign visitors to the ·court of t.he Peshwas. It was designed 
and built in 1755 by B.alaji B.ajirao, the tbircl Peshwa, for celebrating 
Ganapati festiva I. This historir hall was the scene of many political and 
social events, and in 1790 it witnessed the signing of an impo•tant pact 
between the B.ritish and the Peshwa against the increasing menace of tbe 
hostile schemee of Sultan Fateh Ali Tipu of Mysore. A painting showing 
the durbar at which _this pact was signed hes fortunately survived and 
gives some idea of this magnificent hall. 



16 

40.. To the so~tb of the site of Ganapati Rang Mahal, on a high stone 
platfcrm is a long narrow tank 58' X 5' in dimensio~, ~ontaining a ro": 
of eight fountains. It is on one of these fountam Jets tha~ Sawai 
Madhavrao the young Peshwa hardly 21 years of age at that time, fell 
from the b~Jcony of the second storey of the G;anapa~i Rang Ma~al and 
sustained fatal injuries which brought about h1s trag1c end after mtensc 
suffering for about two days. 

41. Further south of this six-jetted fountain is 8 large rectangular tank 
with low ston~ parapets measuring 12'-7"x9' -3". The walls of this tank. 
have rows of plain rectangular niches measuring l'-4"X8"Xl0". The 
late R. D. Banerjee, officer of the Archaeological Department, 
conjectured that this well was meant for obtaining the effect of a multi
coloured chaddar and was constructed in imitation of similar wells 
in Mughal gardens. According to him small lamps were placed in the 
numerous niches of the walls and a flow of water was made to cover 
these lamp~, which ultim£ tely produced a beautiful multi-coloured 
effect due to refraction. 

42. A few remains of mio.or importance ao.d doubtful identity are 
scattered between this well and the main plinth. They consist of cistems, 
washing places, old flower beds and damaged plinths etc. According to 
the old map, these are the apartments ofGodubai, a relative of the Peshwa 
Balaji Bajirao and Amritrao, the brother of Bajirao II. The site to 
the east of the cistern surrounded by flower beds is traditionally associated 
with one Kushaba Hai:batsingh, the illegitimate offspring ofBalaji Bajirao. 

43. Along the side of the inner opening of the Ganesh Gate and in the 
south-east corner of the enclosure wall is the site of the Palace reservoir 
in which water was stored for distribution to all the parts of the palace. 
What remains of this ingenious system of water supply is the brick and 
lime masonry tower and its defunct underground pipe-lines. The third 
Peshwa had the imagination to connect this palace with -a lake he had 
constructed at Katraj, a village some eight miles south of Poona, whence 
by means of an underground conduit pipe-line, he caused enough water 
to be conveyed to this reservoir. The numerous cisterns, fountains 
etc. received their water supply from this tower which is located at 
a higher level. 

H. The portion in the north-east corner of the Wada till recently 
occupied by the rationing godown was once the site of a double-storeyed 
apartment kuown as lliastani Mahal. Mastani was the Muslim mistress 
of Ba)irao an_d used ~o stay near him in the Shan war Wada in a spacious 
ma~swn speCially bUilt for her. The building was however demolished by 
BaJlrao II and even its foundations were dug out and removed outside the 
Shim war Wada. No trace of this building is now to be seen at this place. 

45. While the features hoted above are all that deserves notice in the 
exta!l~ architectural ~ch?me ?f the aesthetic remains of this palace, 
traditiOns and descriptwns m a number of contemporary records 
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t this W ada credit it )Vith possessing far greater buildings and · 
tments than 0:1e can now discover in it by their ruins. These 
itions ma:l:' briefly be . summarised as below :- ~ 

The ma.in rasidential block in the palace was six storeys high and: 
d ft>ur l.ar,se and S)Vara.l s:ru.ller courtyards. T:D.ere were no less than 
ven la.qe racaption halls known as (1) the Gokak Hall because 
housed toys Ill3de in Go:tllk, (2) the Nach or dancing Hall because 
• it d.ncing girls beguiled the tedium of the leisure hours of the 
shwas, (3) the Mirror Hall, the walls and ceilings of which were 
vered with mirrors, (4) .the Kacheri Diwan Khana or Court of 
dience, (5) the Ivory Hall because of its ivory ornamentation,· 
Narayanra.o's Ha.ll which obtained that name after the murder 

·, 1773 in that hall of the Peshwa of that name. and 
~lly (7) the Ganesh Mahal. Besides . these, there wcr~ many 
er ·rooms .·assigned to several departments of the royal 

usehold sucfu as the Treasury, Store Room, Record Room, 
brary, Jewellery Room, Armoury Room and Medicine Room. 
o:n the other extant archaeological remains of the Peshwa period 
can be said <!.hat the general style of construction of the audience 
Us or Diwankhanas of this palace was of the pattern called 
Kal.amdani ". They contained one central hall with flat ornamented 
1ling and sid~ aisles with sloping roofs. The pillars of the central 
II were carved out and shaped like cypress trees and joined 
gether on the top by engraved cusped arches of exquisite 
· rkmanship . 

. -It must in the end be confessedthattheremainsof the residen
partments; halls and other buildings exposed by archaeological 

'vation in this vast enClosure fail to provide a correct idea of the 
: al plans arid layout of most of them, much less of the real 
· · cence and splendour which this royal household is said to have 

ssed in'the heyday of the glory and power of the Peshwas. 

~o-v Bk Na 2!-3 
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of eight fountains. It is on one of these fountam jets tha~ Sawai 
Madhavrao the young Peshwa hardly 21 years of age at that trme, fell 
from the b~lcony of the second storey of the ~napa~i Rang Ma~al and 
sustained fatal injuries which brought about hts trag•c end after mtensc 
suffering for about two days. 

4t Further south of this s.ix-jettedfountain is a large rectangular tank 
with low stone parapets measuring 12'-7"x9' ·3". The walls of this tank. 
have rows of plain rectangular niches measuring l'-4"X8"Xl0". The 
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Balaji Bajirao and Amritrao, the brother of Bajirao II. The site to 
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wit hone Kushaba Haibatsingh, tl:),eillegitimate offspring ofBalaji Bajirao. 
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apartment known as Mastaui Mahal. Mastaui was the Muslim mistress 
of Ba:jirao an_d used ~o stay near him in the Shan war Wada in a spacious 
ma~swn specially bmlt for her. The building was however demolished by. 
BaJirao II and even its foundations were dug out and removed outside the 
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about_ this Wadil. credit it )Vith possessing far greater buildings and· 
a partin3nts than o:~e can now discover in it by their ruins. These 
traditions may briefly be summarised as below :- ~ 

The lll3in residential block in the palace was six storeys high and 
hadfollrlar,?;e a-ad s~vilra.l s:n:tller co11rtyards. There were no less than 
S3Ve-a la.r,?;e receptio:a halls known as (1) the Gokak Hall because 
it housed toys lll3de in Go:atk, (2) the Nach or dancing Hall because 
in' it da.:tcing girls be,?;uiled the tedium of the leisure hours of the 
Peshwas, (3) the Mirror Hall, the walls and ceilings of which were 
covered with mirrors, (4) .the Kacheri Diwan Khans or Court of 
Audience, (5) the Ivory Hall because of its ivory ornamentation,· 
(6) Narayanrao's Ha.ll which obtaiued that name after the murder 
in _'. 1773. in that hall of the Peshwa of that name, and 
finlLily (7) the Ganesh Mahal. Besides . these, there were many 
other 'roomR .. ·assigned · ·to several departments of the royal 
household sucn as the Treasury, Store Room, Record Room, 
Library, Jewellery Room, Armoury Room and Medicine Room. 
Fro:n the other extant archaeological remains of the Peshwa period 
it can be said tliat the general styfe of construction of the audience 
halls or Diwankhanas of this palace was _of the pattern called 
" Kalamdani ". They contained one central hall with flat ornamented 
ceiling and side aisles with sloping roofs. The pillars of the central 
hall were carved out and shaped like cypress trees and joined 
together on the top by engraved cusped arches of exquisite 
workmanship. 

46. --It must in the end be confessedthattheremainsof the residen
tial apartments; halls and other buildings exposed by archaeological 
excavation in this vast enClosure fail to provide a correct idea of the 
original· plans arid layout of most . of them, much less of the real 
magnificence and splendour which this royal household is said to have 

. posses~ed _in' the heyday of the glory and power of the Peshwas. . 



18 

CHAPTER IV. 

PROPOSALS FOR TilE UsE OF THE 8HANWAR W.ADA. 

47. The historical narrative of the Shan war Wada and the description 
of the state of its extant ruins will serve as a background upon which the 
problem before us can be presented in its proper perspective. In essence 
the problem is one of using the place to the best public advantage.· . 

48. It would, indeed, prove instru~tive to give a brief resume of the 
several proposals made towards that end from time to time. Simulta-_ 
neously with the commencement of the excavations were mooted different 
ideas for the use of the Saan war W ada area. It is of particular interest 
to note that in 1920 the proposal was made to Government of placing 
a 1 educational museum in the ShanwarWada. By their order No. 1707, 
G. D., dated the 12th February 1920, Government informed the Poor.a 
M1nicipality that they would not consent to any such proposal, but were 
willing to contribute money towards a Reay memorial, if the Municipality 
asreed to expend the fund already collected by them for the purpose of 
that memorial for converting the Shanwar Wada into a public garden. 
It was then stated by the Collector on behalf of Government that the 
Shan war W.ada garden, if properly laid out, may easily become a inost 
pleasant and popular place of resort and provide (what is so lacking in the 
city) a fi.ue shady place in which people can rest and children can play. 
This proposal of providing a park in the W ada was rejected by the 
M1nicipality who insisted that the money which they had collected for 
tJ.e Reay Memorial Fund could be devoted only to the foundation of an 
hclustrial museum. Speaking of the proposal to place an industrial 
m~seum in memory of Lord Reay, the writer of the article in the Kesari 
quiJted before made a very pertinent observation: "Recently a third idea 

· has been mooted of devoting the sum of Rs. 40,000 colleeted by Govern· 
· meut and the Municipality to found a museum in the memory of Lorg 
·Reay and of locating that museum in the Shanwar Wada. Had this 
ilea been accomplished, something utterly inappropriate tvould have been 
clone." The proposal was thus abandoned, although· the connected 
proposal of converting the site into a park was pursued even thereafter. 
In 1932, the Collector of Poona again approached the Municipality with 
a proposal to provide a park in th~Shanwar Wada, pointing out that the 
Poona City was very inadequately provided with open spaces and public 
gardens, particularly in the old portion ofthe city, and that the open space 

· in the Shanwar Wada could be put to a better use giving free access to 
· the public after turning it into a park. In reply, the Municipality 

intimated that they proposed to lay out a garden and to locate a museum 
in the _Wada. It was not made clear what kind of musemn they 
contemph ted,_ but apparently it was not the Lord Reay Industrial 
?1Ius3um. Th1s proposal does not seem to have ·been pursued. In the 
meauwhile, suggestions were being made from time to time to use the 
available rooms in the Nagarkhana and the main gate for the purpose of 
exhibiting p-tintings and other articles co~nected with the Peshwa period. 



The Bajirao lliemorial Committee frequently asked for the use of these 
premises for that purpose as part of their celebrations, and in 1938 the 
late Rao Bahadur K. N. Dixit, the then Director of Archaeology and 
a person intensely interested in Maratha history wrote that he intended 
to devote the Nagarkhana on tbe main gate to a historical collection of 
paintings and of other objects of the Peshwa period. More recently in 
1944 the Superintendent of Arch'leology in charge ofthe monument 
addressed a communication to the Director-General to the effect that the 
monument was still regarded with considerable interest by a vast majority 
of people in Maharashtra, that to create an intelligent interest in the 
visitors to this monument it was necessary to exhibit on the walls of the 
entrance photographic copies of the genuine ancient paintings of the 
various Peshwas who used to reside in that palace, and he suggested that 
efforts should be made to get such copies from the Bh1uat Itihas 
Sanshodhak Mandai, Poona. -

49. It will thus be seen that the proposals which came in the field for 
the better utilisation of the Shan war Wada were-

(1) the Lord Reay Industrial Museum, 

(2) a park, or /and 
(3) a museum for historical paintings. 

The first was scouted from the beginning as the most inappropriate 
and incongruous use of the Wada, while no appreciable progress has 
been made in accomplishing the other two._ -

50. The Government Resolution, under which we were appointed 
a Committee, states that the Regional Library for Maharashtra requires 
buildings; that the Lord Reay Industrial Museum finds its present 
accommodation quite inadequate ; that a historical museum can also 
be contemplated for location in the Shanwar Wada.; and it invites the 
Committee to consider the pos~ibility of utilising the Shanwar Wada in 
this respect. It will be observed that two out of· _the three 
specific suggestions which the Resolution expressly invites the Committee 
to consider have all along been canvassed ever since the excavation -of 
the Wada commenced. The third, viz. the Regional Library, is a new 
clail!"ant, the idea of the Regional Library itself being of recent origin. 
It is generally acknowledged that whatever be the structure constructed 

, for any of the above purposes it is not likely to cover the entire area 
within the rampart walls. Therefore, the l rohlem will eventually remain 
of.utilising to the best advantage the unbuilt open space inside the Wada 
and also the open spaces outside the Wada which h11ve necessarily to be 
treated as its adjuncts. Thus the suggestion of a park would still 
require equal consideration. 
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CHAPTER V. 

TBE GmniNG PRINCil'LE. 

51. With a view to consider· the rival claims of the individual 
institutions speci~cally_ m~ntioned. in the R~solution ~e wo~ld lik~ to 
ex3mine the bBSIC pnnciples which underlie the variCus VJew-pomt! 
placed before ·US, and indicat~ ~h? true scope of th~ir B:PPiication and 

·the feasibility of their reconciliatiOn. The RE:Solutwn Itself shows an 
awueness or" these principles and the need for· harmonising ·them. For, 
in the opening part of the preamble it recites that Government considers 
tiiat the Shanwar Wada at Poona c~m ideally house some public 
institutions in a manner which would ~nhance its utility while at the 
same time preserving es::entially its historical clwrar:ter. Two extremes are 
represented-(!) by the archae logists who insist upon the pennanent 
preservationof even the most trivial detail in what they call its pristine 
purity, and (2) by the rationalist utilitarians who have no use for histo
rical sentiment of any kind and who have no objection even to level up 
the ruins inside with a view to erecting thereon an entirely mcdern 
building for the p11rp:se of housing an institution which would fill a vital 
need in stciety's pr< gress today. Historical sentiment alone matters to 
the fonner, whereas the latter are guided solely by utilitarian considera
tions. These two extreme view-points, moreover, received rather undue 
emphasis because they were pressed in the one instance by students of 
history with a passion for preservation who received the full support of 
the specialized Archaeolcgical Department, and in the other by 
utilitarians who were the avowed protagoriists of the particular 
institutions mentioned in the Government Resolution. The extremists 
were, however, obliged to make common..oense concessions gracefully to 
each other. Thus the high-priest of the archaeologists, Shri D. V. Potdar, 
wit~ his us.ua~ reasonableness conceded. that some open spaces were 
available Within the enclosure wall which could oe used for erecting a 
building in which a historical museum could be housed. On the other 
hand·, one of our members, Shri Gharpure, himself the Curator of the 
wrd Reay Maharashtra Industrial Museum and almost all the 
supporters of that Museum, acknowledge that 'the ideal utilization of 
~h~ spac_e _should ~ e for the purpose of restoring the old ShanwSf W ~da 
m Its ongmal reality, ~nd they were even prepared to give the historical. 
museum a_ first p~ce m the order of priority. The archaeologists were 
ready_ to y:teld their ground so long as that could be done · without 
affectmg the historical sentiment and withcut detracting from ~he 
character of the mo~ument; while the utilitarians had to reckon With 
~he strength of the hisrorical sentiment and rightly hesitated in suggest
Ing t~e removal of well-known landmarks. We feel that the common 
llkn m Maharashtra and any ordinary student of Maratha history would 
Th: to steer clear. of these two extremes and adopt a middle con~ .. 
f t became eVIdent to us during the course of the examination 

0 a nm_nber of eminent citizens who were neither specialists in 
preservation nor protagonists of any particular institution. 
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52. AB in other public matters involved in conflict, the golden mean 
represents also in this instance the most acceptable and practicable 
course. We have, therefore, adopted as the guiding standard of our 
recommendations the criterion happily supplied to us by the preamble 
of the Resolution. In a sense we should have felt obliged to follow that 
criterion as part of the terms of reference within which we were expected 
to confine our deliberations. We do eo all the more'~9adily as we are 
convinced that this criterion would not only be endorsed by the intelli
gent and impartial opinion of Maharashtra, but would also satisfy in 
equal measure the historians' sentiment for the past as also the archaeo· 
logists' passion for preservation, making it possible at the same time to 
use tlps important ~onument and its appurtenant open spaces to greater 
public good. 
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CHAPTER vt.. 

_RESTORATION OF THE SHANW AR \V ADA. 

-.. 5;3, : Before proceecling to examine. the limitations whic_h inev!tably 
follo.wfrom the criterion laid down in Chapter V, we ":ould like to d1spose 
ofthe.·suggestiontowhichap~om~ent pla~e was ass1!1f-ed by a~mo~t all 
persons who helped us by the1r evJden.-ce, VIZ; that t~e Ideal course "auld 
be i;o restore the Shanwar Wada.as 1t was m ~he t!me~ of _the Pesh,~·as 
and fill it with exhibits .which would help the ImagmatiOn m recreatmg 
ti1e past. We fully appreciate the· patriotic_ sentiment which in other 
cormtries has led to such schemes of restoratiOn on a grand scale. One 
such notable instance is that of the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg 
in Virginia which naturally kindles even in a forei!1f- visitor a rare 
enthusiasm the inspiration of which was commlmlcated to us by 
Shri Gharpure who recently visited that place. We have carefully 
considered the practicability of such restoration, and we are constrained 
to record that in the present circumstances such restoration would not 
be possible. Apart from the question whether in schemes of restoration 
precedence may have to be conceded to other historical places which 
have a prior claini on the affections of the people, we feel that in the pre
sent state of our knowledge the restoration of the Shan war Wada would 
bear no valid relation to its original reality. The object of restoration 
is the recovery of the old form by a new work which should be constructed 
in such substantial accuracy and perfection that the original actors if 
they could return could scarcely guess the intervening destruction 
and neglect.* It is manifest that no work <;>f restoration can be under
taken in the ·absence of sufficient data regarding the original structure. 
It is ouly when sufficient evidence is available that the question of it8 
loyal interpretation can arise. It is indeed very unfortunate that till 

• today it has not been possible to recover any information "'hich would 
be useful for purposes of restoration. Stray references to the Shan war 
Wada are s~ewn in abrmdance alll:ong historical materials ; but they 
cannot be pieced together for evolvmg a correct much less a complete 
picture. The descriptions left by ambassadors and travellers do not 
naturally extend beyond the audience hall and a few adjrmcts thereto, 
as can be seen frqm the quotations given in Chapter II. Even the · 
:.\[anolikar _Plan, which is the ouly ~ly plan we possess, has supplied 
~o~e det~ils from memo~. ~o p1cture or photograph of the Wada 
In Its entrrety or even of Its different structures has come down to us. 
Th? ~nly available picture is that of the Dar bar hall, of which only 
a limlted u~ can be made on the lines hereafter . _suggested by us. 
A _vague feelin_g was expressed before us by some witnesses that there 
nuglit be replicas of the Sh_anwar Wada in some other parts of the 
country. As at present adVIsed, we are, however, satisfied that ther~ 
Js no extant palace anywhere in the coitntry_ which can be said to be 
a copy of the S~~war Wada ; an~ judging by the progressive additions 
~nade ~the ong~l Wada built by Bajirao I; it would indeed be 
Impossible that this colony of mansions with all the paraphernalia of 

*the Restoration of Colonial Wi!!iamobutg in Virginia. 
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subordinate struc~es intended for a . big retinue could ever have 
been reproduced elsewhere in India by any Maratha or other prmce." 
Shri G. S. Sardesai ip. his Fifth Volume of the Maratha Riyasat dealing 
with Bajirao I ( p. 450) makes mention of only one supposed replica of 
the Shanwar Wada. He says that "it is understood that the Wada 
which the Hollmr built at Indore was a copy of the Shanwar Wada ; but 
that Wada, too, was destroyed by fire some years ago." From a lettel' 
which he wrote to Rao Bahadur K, N. Dixit, the then Superintendent 
of Archaeological Survey, Western Cirele, Poona, it appears that he 
felt that an exact copy· of the Shanwar Wada may have been inade by 
Amritrao Peshwa at .Karvi (Chitrakut). Rao Bahadur Dixit stated 
in reply that he had visited the place himself and did not get any idea 
of the resemblance ; and he wondered whether it was possible for 
Amritrao exactly to reproduce the construction of the Shanwar Wada; 
in his opinion local conditions did not favour such a replica and that the 
palace did not seem as formidable a structure as the Shanwar Wada at 
least in the exterior. It was suggested before us that the Jai Mahal 
at Gwali~r might also be a reproduction of the Shanwar Wada, but 
no definite material was placed in support of that sugge~tion. It is 
well-known that almost all the Maratha wculas scattered in different 
parts of the country have certain common features like the 
wooden cypress columns, the kalamdani halls with aisles on both 
sides and other ornamentations, which suggest to a casual visitor 
a superficial similarity which is responsible for the vague feeling that the 
Shanwar Wada may have been imitated elsewhere. No material is 

~available to show that the distinctive features of the Shanwar Wada, 
such as the· Ganapati Mahal, the Rang Mahal, the Arse Mahal, the 
seven-storeyed Asmani mansion or the Meghdambari mansion, . the 
Phadacha Chowk or the Secietariat,.the fountains, cascades etc., were 
anywhere reproduced in one single grcup of buildings which wculd 
give us a ccrrect idea of the architectural and the structural composi
tion c f the Wada as it stocd before it was destroyed by fire in 1828. 
We fully ~ndorse the statement made in the Historical Note on the 
Sham\Car Palace which was prepared by the Department of Archaeclogy 
in 1921 that no authentic plan, picture or painting of this palace has 
heen discovered as yet, and no record also is forthcoming which describes 
t.he building in detail. We have consulted the leadirig historians of the
Marat)las and studied a number cf references and we find that it is not 
possible to reach unanimity.even as to the location of all the _important 
stmctures·11-ithin the enclosure wall, let alone their design or accurate 
description. Thus to take only a few instances, Shri Potdar feels that 
11hereas the archaeological map shows the Ganesh Mahal and the 
Rang Mahal as one behind the other, in fact it was one building, the 
ground floor being the Ganesh J1fahal over which stood the Rang 
Mahal. The descriptions left by Sir Charles Mallet and Lord Valentia 
would on the other hand suggest that the Ganapati 1\Iahal was reached 
by a steep stair-case, which means that it could not be on the ground 
lloor. We get references to the effect that Sawai Madbavrao, whose 
,]e!ping apartment wasabo,-e the Ganapati Mahal, took the fatal juml' 



as some say on the eastern side and others on the southern. si~e.' It 
is because we see even today the ·spouts of the seven fountams 1? ~ne 
row that we can fix the place where exact!~ he fell. B~t. these conll:ctm~ 
references make it difficult to locate 'IHth any preCISI?n the ~anapat1 
Mahal or the Rang Mabal •. ~e, theref~re, agree w1th Shn ~otdar 
when. he says that restomtion iS not possible a~ no correct de_ta11s are 
available as rEll!"ards dimensions, modes of architecture, matenala etc., 
and we would add, even location of the structures. 

I 

54. !he problem is not one of a ~ere restorat~on of lost· part:' . for 
which evidence is available or ofreplacmg of matenals where the orJgiDal 
work has become dilapidated. In this case restoration wculd mean 
rebuilding from no specific data at all, what bas been completely lost. 
That wiJI be worse than faking or fabricating a hcuse, and has been aptly 
described as a "forgery in good faith". Such structures will not only 
effectively smother the memory of the past but will crowd cut the 
truth from the minds of coming generations. We endorse the following 
views regarding restoration, more especially as they apply with the . 
greatest force to the restoration of the Shanwar Wada structures which 
-for lack of any tangible evidence-must necessarily depend only upon 
the magic of imagination. "Restrration is wcrk fer a specialist, but 
all too cften it is undertaken by builders, amateurs, or architects who 
give little time to inquiry but go ahead destroying evidence that might 
enable students to restore with fidelity. Often it is l;etter to preserve 
than to attempt restoring at all. In general, preservation is safer than 
tampering-especially in tl>ese careless times when one thinks nothir.g 
of creatill!!" a whole historic bouse just as the forbears should have seen 
it."** Besides, the new creation of the old constellation of the Shanwar 
Wada structures would entail enonnons expenditure wJ:.ich would be 
made possible only by princely muuiticence of which we see no prospect. 
It may be useful to add that restoration wculd mle cut tlie use of tbe 
new structures either for a library or for an industrial museum · and 
the restored ?nilc3!ngs wo~d ha~·e to be peopled with exhibits suitable 
only for a histoncal pencd museum. A perle d rocm is ·the nearest 
approach to restoration we can make in this ca~e · and we feel th&t our 
~l reco~endation of a Museum of Maratha 'History and Culture 
Wlt~ specml reference to the Peshwa pericd and containing a miniature 
pencd room m?delled on the Ga~pati Mshal wculd satisfy the most 
ardent expectatwns of such restoratwn as is possible in the circumstances 
of today. 

'"'fhe~!useumin.A,merioa; Coleman, Washin!!l"n, 1939, Vo). 1, l'· n. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SITES FOR LocATION oF B~nrnGs AND THEIR L~ATI~~s. 

55. Th.e ideal of restoration being unattainable, we must next c~n
sider the questions of the location of the proposed new structures in the 
Shanwar Wada area, and the use to which they can be put. In both 
these respects, the guiding principle which we have adopted in Chapter V 
imposes certain limitations which, at first sight, might appear rather 
rigorous, but to which we must loyally submit if we do not wish to 
deviate. from the golden mean we have decided to follow. In this 
Cba pter we, therefore, propose to examine in greater detail the limita
tions upon location, reserving for discussion in regard to each proposed 
institution the further question of its appropriateness in the context 
of historical surroundings. , , ' ' 

56. Opinion was pracbically unanimous on the principle that any new 
construction must not interfere with or affect the masive rampart· wall 
with its gate,vays and bastions ; and that if their proper preservation 
and current maintenance so demands, a fringe of open space may··be 
left between the wall and the·proposed new construction,_ On the othet' 
hand, there was consensus of opinion that the space of the Nagarkhana 
on the top of the Delhi Gateway, and what are.today dark cubicleS along 
the staircase leading to the Nagarkhana should be used to better purpose, 
especially of displaying historical exhibits, without of course affecting 
any architectural detail. 

57. It must not be imagined that the space of about five acres 
enclosed within the rampart wallis open levelland available straightway 
as a building plot. From the building point of view that space is very 
inconveniently studded with historical remains in different degrees of 
preservation, each encumbered further with ·its associations and memo
ries. The innovator may like to make a clean sweep of what may seem 
impediments to him; but even the most determined debunker of histori
cal greatness may well be called upon to pause and consider whether 
such vandalism is at all necessary. For, there is no dearth of open spaces 
in and around Poona. While acquiring its charter as a Corporation that 
City bas recently extended its areas. Building development in that 
area has not reached such an oppressive stage of overcrowding as would 
compel the effacement of historical remains within the Shanwar Wada 
ramparts. They are remains of a kind which any city similarly connec
ted would ever cherish with pride. We were rightly reminded that 
in spite of the leading place that Poona has taken in certain phases of 
Indian history, there is today in this far-flung city very little to testify 
to this glorious past. Almost all the palaces in the City of Poona, which 
were reminiscent of old glory ba ve either been burnt, destroyed or become 
decayed including the palace of Shivaji. That is another weighty reason 
Vihy Po~na should cherish wit.h loving care the ruins and remains ofits 
principal historical monument, which was the very seat of the 1\Ja~th!\ 

· Mo-v Bk Na 24---t 
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Empire and, therefore, the symbol of its power and glory: W~ see also 
considerable force in the plea so powerfully made by Shr1 D. ""\ . Potdar 
that building· upon the remains will _f?rev,er. stifl~ re;;earch, smother 
historical memories and blind the VIS1tor s Jmagmatwn. It may be 
that we have reach~d the limits of exposure by excavation; although 

_- archae9logists were by no-means confident that every ~elevant historical 
or architectural detail has been finally exposed to V!eW. That, how

- ever, is only a subsidiaiy argument.. The prin?ipal a~gument , of the 
historian-archaeologist can be l:-est presented m Shn Potdar s own 

- words :-,---"More evidence (about the lccation and detailed descriptions 
of tbe historical structures) could be gat-hered by a thorough search of 
materials likely to be found in the Departmental Records of Go" em-

_- ment and elsewhere .. :............ Unless a thorough search is made, · 
- we cannot say. that all that is possible and necessary has been done to 

gather infonnation about the Palace, and until that is done it would be 
1m wise to build upon the remains ...... ········'··· There is hope of further 
information being discovered· and with its aid to recon&truct mentally 

· the details of the structures. Little. details, as they may be revealed to 
·us, will ha"e to be studied on the spot, actual measurements taken and 
_compared; lines of foundations, closed or open jets, steps and staircases 
etc. observed and utilised £or interpretation and mental reconstructions. 
If the excavated ruins are covered up with new structures, all this com
parison and inspection will be forever barred.................. Once the 
foundatioiJS and ruins now expused to view are covered up with new 
structures, it would be very difficult to· picture in the mind the old 
palace as it might have stood in the days of its glory ........... : Should, 
however, the excavated ruins be kept as they are, it will be very easy 
to explain to the layni.an, that here the Peshwa held his Durbar, there 

- he worshipped, there he dined and at this end deliberated with his 
Sardars, here was his armoury and there the jewellery and so on and 

:so forth."......... On the other hand when t-he open ruins will be covered 
with a new building we can never make the visitor realize either in the 
new office room or the ·Reading Hall that there once stood the Homa 
Shala of the Peshwas. In poi:p.t of impression there would be a vast 
difference between the two situations-the uncovered ruins and the
superimprsed new structures. T!Je new structures will always 
impinge on the eyes from here, there and everywhere. The historical 
thirst will never be quenched." 

·' -. 58 .. On the whole, therefore, we are decidedly of opinion that all 
histoncal remains, whatever be their inJportance and state of preservation, 

- should be left untouched, and should on no account be obliterated or 
covered in the interests of new structures. 

. 59. These remains naturally represent parts of an integral pattern of 
what was a cluster of structures, so that building on the jntervening 
open spaces would present a veritable jig-saw puzzle to the architect 

.. and must on th_at account be declared impracticable. Building proposals 
JD.Ust, of necesSlty; be confined to certain open plots which today appear 
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unencumbered with remains. At the most, five . such plots oan be . 
separately demarcated :-(1) The open plot parallel to the southern : 
wall between the water storage near the Ganesh Gate on the east and the, 
water tarik on the west ; (2) the space on the west formerly used as the · 
stables together with a contiguous open strip ; (3) the open strip 
parallel to the northern rampart Wall tg the West of the Delhi Gateway;: 
(4) the open plot in the north-eastern corner formerly occupied by: 
Mastani's palace and recently by the Rationing Godown ; and finally . 
(5) the open spaces in the three quadrangles, viz. the Fore Court, the · 
Firat Court and the Second Court. 

60. Of these open plots, the first four do not require special considers• 
tion in respect of the location of the Maharashtra Regional Library a11d 
the Lord Reay Maharashtra Industrial Museum. In the written resume 
of his evidence'supplied by Shri D. R. Gadgil, the Chairman of the 
Maharashtra Regional Library Committee, it was made quite olear that. 
these four plots were unsuitable for the Library. The concluding 
paragraph of that resume states :-"The Regional Library Committee 
is emphatically against the placing of the library building in a location· 
which is not central in the Shanwar Wada areas. A location which 
results in a comparatively narrow and lengthened building near the 
ramparts will be inconvenient from the point of view of the supply of 
light and air which are both extremely important for the library, and will 
also be inconvenient from the point of view of organization." 
Shri Gharpure, the Curator of the ·Lord Reay Maharashtra Industrial 
Museum, also intimated to us that in respect of the location of that 
Museum he too held the same views as Shri Gadgil, and that he was 
" definitely of the opinion that if any public buildings are to be 
constructed, they should be constructed on the main plinths." 

61. We agree that the first four plots are totally unsuitable for 
locating modern buildings of the type reqUired for a Regional Library: 
or an Industrial Museum. Indeed, we feel that to place a tall storeyed 

· structure parallel to the southern or the western rampart would create 
an unsymmetrical position vis-a-vis the rampart and the remains, 
inore especially as a building in that position would make an obtrusive 
impact on the attention of the visitor immediately he enters the Wada 
through the majestic Delhi Gate. In that setting the buildings would 
introduce an incongruity which would destroy the general impression 
of solemnity now borne on the visitor's mind as he emerges·out of the 
Delhi Gate and faces the plinths and ruins. Moreover a building on 
the western side ( i.e. on plot No. 2 ) would become possible only by 
obliterating all traces of the stables together with the stone-rings for 
the ankle-chains of elephants ; and that course we do not feel inclined 
to recommend for general reasons which we have already .discusi!ed.· 
None of these objections would arise in respect of buildings flanking. 
the Delhi Gate on either side (i.e. on plot Nos. 3 and 4) provided they 
are constructed according to specifications prescribed with a view to· 

' 



tnalntain th~ pr~t outiook and used for the purposes of a Historical 
Museum which would not only harmonise with the present atmosphere 
but definitely enhance its efiect and appeal. 

: 62. We are thus Jed to consider the very controversial question 
whether any buildings should be constructed on the only remaining open 
plot .No. (5), viz., the open spaces~ the 9-uadrangles where to~ay we have 
the plin.ths of the Peshwas' residential and other manSio~. Here 
we literally enter the region o! sentiment. How stro?g· and ~despread 

· that sentiment is <ian be best judged by a few quotatiOns we give below 
from statements made to us by persons who could not have been prompted 
by inborn Maratha pride. Thus Shri Cow~sj~e Je~angir consi~ered that 
it would be sacrilege to build upon the eXIstmg plinths. Shri Muneer, 
now Director of .Archaeology, Pakistan., who as Superintendent, 
.Archaeological Survey of India, Western Circle, had an intimate 
knowledge of the Shan War Wada, was emphatic in his view that nothing 
should be put up on the main squares along the quadrangles. Similarly, 
Shri .Goetz was strongly opposed to the idea of erecting a new structure 
on the plinths. When independent men of culture, not likely to be 
11W8yed by sentiments of ll'l:aratha tradition, expressed such strong views, 
it was but quite natural that representative opinion in M:aharashtra 

' should protest against the suggestion. of placing buildings on what it 
tightly regards as a sacrosanct spot hallowed by many memories. 
Shri Potdar, who by temperament and training is steeped in the senti
_:ments of Maratha history, voiced them in his characteristic vigorous 
lan.gu.age as follows :-"Enthusiasts, who are not competent to think in 
the historical and archaeological way, are merely satisfied with thinking· 
that they can draw enough historical inspiration. if they fortunately 
could feel the foundations under their feet. All above is the open. 
sky; and what, they ask, could ever be the use of preserving the mere 
fotindations ~ To the deeper student who has studied the relevant 
origins! sources, the foundations, each section of it, when preserved 
uncovered, ·conjure up a thousand and one memories which have yet 
to be ~ysternatized and explained ·to the layman." By way of' 
companson he posed the pertinent question : "Do the foundations of 
the Nana Wada, now supeJ;·imposed by the New English School, ever 
bring to mind the big and beau1#uJ halls, etc., of the palace, I had 
the. good fortune. to see some fifty years· ago ~ No, never ! " 
Shri G, S. Sardesai, !he doyen of Maratha historians, naturally guided 
by more lll,ellowed WlSdom, suggested a course of moderation which, in 
efiect, _we e~~tually recommend. He would consent to a building on 
the plinths If It would be by way of restoration of the Wada and could 
~e used for the . purpose of a historical museum ; ·but he added the 
Important proVIBo that even for such building if other space was 
available. in other parts of the Wada he would rather locate 
the buildin_g in that space and preserve th~ plinth. Men of culture, 
representatives of different spheres of the Marathi world shrank 
e~ually instinctively . from the suggestion of a building upon the 
plinths for the Industrial Museum or the Regional Library. A few more 
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typical opitiions would leave no room for doubt regarding the cultured' 
citizens' reaction to that suggestion. Their language of disapproval 
corresponded in degree to the outraged fervour of their feeling. For 
example, Shri Kakasaheb Kalelkar declared that to build anything 
upon the main plinth is to destroy the historical sacredness of the palace._ 
Shri N. R. Phatak, the then President of the Maharashtra Sahitya 
Parishad, following the trend of the conclusions reached upon an informal 

_ discussion among the leading members of the Parishad, intimated that 
to erect any building upon the plinth where the Wada formerly stood is 
to destroy the very soul of the usefulness of the place. Among journa
lists, Shri Parulekar of the Sakal and Shri Karandikar so long associated 
with the KESARI, were for leaving the plinths intact, unless a restoration 
of the Wada was to be made for purposes of a historical museum. _ 
Shri Barve, the Municipal Commissioner of Poona, did not like the idea 
of having any structure on the plinth which he felt was of historical 
importance. That was also the-opinion of Shrimati Sumatibai Gore, 
a member of the Legislative Assembly. We are not unmindful of t:ii.e 
strain of contrary opinion introduced in the evidence by a few other 
leading citizens of Maharashtra. Unfortunately, the very few indepenc 
dent persons in that class (such as Shri Hire, the President- of the 
Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee) had no opportunity of 
a personal discussion at the Shanwar Wada itself, which we find gives 
a proper perspective and changes the whole outlook of the witness. 
We can easily understand the difficulty experienced by others _in express
ing their frank views with full freedom; for, they were either deeply 
associated with the claimant institutions or appeared to have pledged 
their support in sponsoring their claims. Indeed, it was rather interesting 
to :find that one witness from this class declined to be drawn into 
an examination les_t it ruight render untenable the stand he had taken 
in support of the Industrial Museum: while some -ethers who had come 
to scoff remained to pray at the altar of historical sentiment. On t'he 
whole, we are satisfied that representative independent opinion of the 
Marathi-speaking people and of others besides does not favour the 
idea of erecting buildings on the main quadrangles, and is definitely 
opposed to. placing buildings there for the purposes of a Regional Library 
andjor Industrial Museum. 

63. We fully appreciate the sentiments underlying that opinion. 
·Cynics may not be wanting who wpuld adapt Omar Khayyam's language 
and say-

........................ What have we to do 
With Bajirao the Great or brave Bhaoo? 

Let warrior Ragho bluster as :be will, 
Or Nana call to ·counsel-heed not you. 

We know of no people who have disposed of their historical rnonulilents 
on the lines of this so-called practical philosophy; and however hard• 
headed the Maratha may be supposed to be, we do not think that he would 
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like to view the plinths of Shan war Wada shorn of all sentiment and 
merely as a central building plot of a few acres wasted in the City of 
Poona. The lament is sometimes made that the open plinths fill the mind 
with sadness at the sight of the "lizard keeping the court " where 
the Peshwas once gloried. Building upon the plinths will by no means 
bury that sadness for ever; for, unless we obliterate every trace of the 
historical remains in the Wada, thev will continue to arouse memories 
which in some instances are still more painful. It is futile in our opinion 
to follow the ostrich policy of escaping unpleasa,nt historical memories 
which such sigllts necessarily inspire and from which future generations 
learn useful lessons with great advantage. 

64. We are, therefore, led to conclude that no structure should be 
built upon the open spaces in the three quadrangles ; nor upon the open 
plots parallel to the southern or western wall of the rampart. We are of 
opinion that whatever structure is to be built shonld be placed parallel 
to the north wall in continuation ofthegatewayoneitberside; and such 
structure shonld be ClrcU1Il5cribed by conditions which we indicate in 
Chapter X and shonld be Ufled for the purpose of a museum of Maratha 
history and culture with special reference to the Peshwa period. 
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-CHAPTER vm, 

BUILDING FOB·_TBE MAru.IIAsHTBA REGIONAL LmBABY, 

65. The conclusi~ns reached so far make it easier to· d~l with the 
problem of utilizing the Shanwar Wada for housing the Regional Li.brary 
andfor the Reay Industrial Museum. In this Chapter we propose to 
consider primarily the question of a building for the Regional Library 
on the Shanwar Wada grounds~· · 

66. At the outset it is necessary to have a clear idea of the functions 
of the Regional Library and of the requirements of space and buildings 
for discharging those funotions efficiently. We were indeed gr!lotified 
to find that the Maharashtra Regional Library Committee had an 
adequate notion of the library's functions and needs which they oertainly 
conceived in terms of modern standards, and it would, therefore, be 
useful to describe them in their own words :-

"The requirements of the Library may be visualised from three 
distinot points of view: (a) The custodian of the copy-right colleotion 
of the· Marathi publications in this Province. (b) The central }1Ublic 
library for the whole region of Maharashtra in general and for the 
Poona area in particular. (c) The organising centre for the entire 
library movement in Maharashtra and the store-house of books for 
the purpose of this· movement. The requirements for each of these 
purposes will be distinot and will all have to be adequately provided 
for. The copy-right collection will have to be kept distinct and special 

·precautions will have to be taken for its being maintained intaot. 
This will mean that books in the copy-right collection will as a rule 
not be available for ordinary use in the reading rooms,. etc. Also 
the collection may have to be housed separately from the other stock 
of books in the library. The library will also have to acquire extra 
copies of large number of publications for use of readers in the library 
and for the store from which distriot and taluks libraries may meet 
their requirements. It is difficult to estimate witli. any accuracy the 
total number of publications that will have to be housed, say, thirty 
years from the establishment of the library. The initial collection 
may be put at about 50,000, and as vigorous efiorts are made to fill 
in gaps and to acquire publications in languages other than Marathi 
for the use of the reading public the number should mount up quickly. 
Later, all Marathi publications, wherever published, will have to be 
acquired and while one copy of even seemingly the most insiguificant 
publication will have to be carefully preserved, extra copies will 
have to be acquired of all publications likely to be demanded by 
readers, as pointsd out above. It would thus appear to. be not too 
liberal an estimate to provide for the acco=odation of from 4 to 5 
lakhs of publications at the end of the 30 year period.. Apart from 
provision for the general storing. of tJUblicatiOJ~S, svecial provision 
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will nave to be made for at least two purposes; a room for rare 
collection and a map room. 

For requirements of readers in the public library reading rooms 
for newspapers, for books and for children and oubicles for scholars 
must all be separately provided. At least orie lecture room is also 
an essential adjunct. From the organisational point of view accom
modation· for the Secretary of the Library Committee, the Librarian, 
the .Assistant Librarian, the Assistant Curator and- their staffs 
will be necessary. A binding section must necessarily be maintained 
and housed within the premises. As regards the requirements of 
the District and Taluka library organisation the books required for 
their purpose may be said to have been allowed for in the general 
calculation of the total number of publications made above. For 
the organisational part of the District and Taluka movement; however, 
a special staff will have to be maintained and special arrangements 
for the receipt and issue of books, etc., will have to be made. This 
section will have to be housed in a separate section of the bUilding. 

The accompanying statement gives estimates of what may · be 
termed modest requirements .for these purposes. These show that 
the ground area requirements of the Regional Library attheendof 
30 years are not likely to be less than 40,000 sq. feet. The total 
built up area that will be required for making so much space available 
for the purpose of the library will of course be very much larger than 
40,000 sq. feet." 

The ·details of the ground area as explained in the statement make 
the necessary provision for the more important features of a modern 
library of this kind. · . · · 

67. The suitability for the purpose of a library of the possible sites in 
the Sbanwar ·Wada has been sufficiently discussed before in relation to · 
its historical character. What we are now called upon to consider 
is whether- the Shanwar Wada affords a sUitable Site for fulfilliug 
effectively the requirements of the Maharashtra Regional Library as 
they have been outlined above. 

68. The Maharashtra Regional Library Committee thought that the 
the Sha~w~r Wada site was specially suitable for the Regional Library 
because 1t 18 both central and secluded. In their opinion it would be 
very appropriate to have the library building in close proximity of 
a general purposes museum as both these are the essential instruments 
of. adult education in its wider sense, and as their proximity will 
reinfor~e each other's utility. Th~e are the only attributes of suitability 
for which the Shanwar Wads site was covetable in that Committee's 
opinion. · 

6~. It~ be readily conceded that the building of the Maharashtra 
· Reg10nal Library should be ~~ loQJlted and -planned as to place it in. 
the most advantageous pos1tion to discharge its primary fimctions 
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The characteristic functions and services of a modern Regional Library 
have been described in If recent book as follows :-

"In a regional library, service should be brought close to the homes 
of the people through systems. of branches, mobile units and other 
agencies of co=unication and transportation. Provision should 
be made for the organized flow of reference and reading aid questions, 
inter-loan requests and other services among branches, extension 
agencies an\1. the Central Library. The library should have centralized 
(or centrally directed) cataloguing and classification, a central 
reference collection of broad scope, including printed materials of all 
types ; a central reservoir of circulating books large enough and live 
enough to meet a wide demand from many types of readers ; a system 
of co=unity and school branches ; and additional service to 
outlaying co="!lnities through stations arid book mobiles."*** 

70. Among the functions of the Maharashtra Regional Library that of 
providing a Central Public Library for the Poona area must naturally 
take a secondary place ; and as we shall point out later, even for perform
ing that function a central location in the heart of Poona is by no· 
mean~ essential. · The Maharashtra Regional Library is primarily the 
treasure-house of the copyright collection of Marathi books which will 
naturally swell in years to come, the store-house.ofbooks both as central 
public library for the entire region of Maharashtra and for the purpose 
of organising the library movement in that region. The copyright 
collection is intended primarily for the use of the research student and 
,will be of incalculable benefit to university studies (particularly post
graduate), in Maratha history, literature and culture which is the special 
concern of the Poona University. Similarly the Library's function as 
the organising centre for the library movement in the region of Mahara
shtra, must be co-ordinated with that University's activities in the field 
of library training and education. For fulfilling these vital functions 
to the best advantage, it, therefore, seems absolutely essential that 
the library should be located in the University zone ; so that the research 
student and the trainee in library work should secure all necessary 
facilities without any inconvenience. Besides, a library of this character 
would provide an invaluable adjunct . to University education. 

· Fortunately, the Poona University commands the use of extensive 
grounds of the former Government House than which a more ideally 
situated location for seclusion and surroundings cannot possibly be 
imagined in the whole of Poona. The library's third function, viz. of 
a central pool of books for interloaning and interchange in the whole 
region of Maharashtra does not demand for its fulfilment a central 
location in the heart ofPoona City. That function will be more efficiently 
discharged by locating the Library in a place which allows sufficient 
space for speedier expansion in the future ; and such a place can be 
sought only within the expansive grounds of the Poona University. 

*"'*Post-war Stan-dards for Public Libraries. American lJbrary Association,- Chiqago, 
. 1943, p. 46. 

'MILV TI:J:. '1\Tn 94-fi 
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71. The last and- the least important function of the library viz. of 
proViding general reading facilities f~r the pu~~c. of. Poona will, we_ 
believe recede into the background-as library facilit1es morease, as they 
are bo~d to, in that intellectual city. The time is not far distant when 
the Maharashtra Regional Library will perform for Poona the same 
functions as the National Central Library does for· London, viz. of 
becoming a libraries' library ra~her than a readers' library. Even 
today there are a number of well-equipped libraries which can be organised 
into a network of libraries for Poona City. We trust that the Corpora

-tion of Poona will adopt a progressive policy and will aim at providing 
each ward with a nuclear branch library which will be able to draw upon 
the collection in the Maharashtra Regional Library as upon a central 
reservoir. That undoubtedly is the role which the Maharashtra Regional 
Library is destined to perform for the people of Poona City ; and the 
sooner it assumes that role the better organized library facilities '\Vill be 
in Poona and the region of Maharashtra. This pattern of library 
organization has proved very succ~sful elsewhere ; and in our opinion 
Poona should ro..Jlerience no difficulty in imitating and even ·in slowly 
perfecting such organization. A permanent building for the Maharashtra · 
Regional Library ne.ed not, therefore, ·be planned only_ with an eye to 
providing -a popular reading room for the people of Poona. Th'ey are 
entitled to have reading-rooms near their homes ; and to have, at the 
same time, the privilege of borrowing freely from the collection in the 
Central Library. The M.aharashtra Regional Library may continue to 
maintain a reading-room for purposes of reference and researoh ; but 
such reading-room can and should be placed .in the quiet University 
grounds and not in the midst of the crowded city. 

72. Having regard to its true role in the lif(l of Maharashtra and the 
primary functions it will be called upon to perform, we are of opinion 
that it would he inadvi•ahle to locate the l\faharashtra Reo-ional Library 
right in the heart of a crowded part of the Poona City~ and that for 
obtaining optimum efficiency of service, it would, on the other hand, 
be defu~tely advantageous to loc.'\te it on the Poona University grounds.* 
We notJCed t~at the apprehension Of the heavy cost of acquiring an open 
plot for the L1 hrary weighed with the Library's spokesman in determin
mg the preference for the Shanwar 'Vada site which, of course, can be 
secured free of cost. We neecl not add that, if it is decided to build the 
~ilJrary in a s~itahle part of the University grounds, no cost of acquisi
tion need he mcurred. We feel that a building, phlm1edin a manner 
fu!ly adapt?d to the_ many varied services of a modern _regional library 
can convemently. and a~propriately he built, not in any part of the 
Shanwar Wada s1te, but 111 the Poona University grounds. 

7~.. A 1_1umher of other cogent reasons suggest themselves to a mind 
fam~har wit~ the trends of modern library planning why the Maharashtra. 
Regwnal L1b~ary shou!d _not be built on the Shanwar Wada grounds. 
Any modern hbra1·y building must fulfil the desire of the eye, and mrlst 

*It is noteworthy t~t the ne'." bu!Jding of the National Centro.! Libmry of Eng!&nd 
w~ roc~ntly acqwred m the Uwvers•ty zone and adjacent to the now buildings of the 
Uruveruty of Loi!don. · · · · · · · · 



be appropriate to its environment and yet be successfui as a working 
building.* A library building is a functional building, and its exterior 
dooign should express that function. We see insuperable difficulties 
in constr_ucting such a building on the Shanwar Wada grounds. 
The building which will eventuate in that enclosure must necessarily be 
conditioned by its surroundings and possibilities; and it is obvious that 
the architect's spontaneity will languish within the confines of a histo
rical architecture to which the surroundings will compel him to col'form. 
It has been rightly said that libraries of all buildings should be freed 
from the trammels of a merely archaeological architecture.t In impos
ing upon the proposed Library building the pattem of nn eighteenth 
century residential Maratha mansion, v;e would be making it difficult for 
the architect to show people "' the exciting humanity of a good archi
tecture for their service."~ "The combination in a library building of use 
with beauty, in itself a difficult architectural achievement, will become 
doubly' difficult in the surroundings of the historical remains of the Shan
war Wada. Practical convenience may even demand that the dignity of 
a simple refined structure should be combined with steel construction 
and modern uti!Harian fittings. From the point of view of architectural 
harmony,. it is, to say the least, painful to v1sualize such a modern 
building with i.ts drainage pipes, electric and telephone connections, 
planted right on the central plinths of the Shanwar Wada immediately 
overlooking the Chamanhag with its quaint cisterns or overshadowing 
the dilapidated rows of fountain-spouts where young Sawai Madhavrao 
sustained his fatal injuries. If the architect is obliged to adopt the 
outlines of the quadrangles, and also to conform to the limitation of 
height which it was generally agreed should .not dwarf the rampart., 
the resulting structure will present a truly Procmstean problem in 
adapting it to the use of a mode:t:n Central Library. In short, we are 
inclined to think that it will he well n,igh impossible to harmonize .the 
ideals of the librarian, architect and archaeologist al.ld thus to construct 
on the available open plots i11 the Shan war \Yada enclosure a building 
for the Maharashtra Regional Library which is functional in design or 
whi;1h is designed with a simple refinement fulfilling the desire for some
thing beautiful, and which will at the same time preserve the historical 
character of the Wada. 

·7 4. The massive rampart wall will so completely screen from sight the 
proposed building that it will lose one of its main educational attractions. 
Although houseS are built to live in, and not to look on according to 
Bacon, a good library building to look on is itself a powerful educational 
factor. That is why it is expected that alibta.ry building should reveal 
its character as a library by its location and architectural design as well 
as by showing vistas of the interior and by utilising. outside. show cases 
and show windows.§ A library building may undoubtedly benefit 
by seclusion ; but it need not be the seclusion of a heavy veil. 

*Brown's Mo.nua.l of Library Economy, Sixth Edition, page U5. 
t Beresford Pite quoted on P• 24 of Soule'• " How to Plan a Library Building for 

Library Work". Boston, 1928. 
· ~rown op. cit. p. 115. . • . 

- §Post-war Standard• for Public Libraries, op.· c1t. p. 62. 
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75. Another serious disadvantage of the Shanwar Wada site is that it 
is incapable of ilexibility in making future expansions and modifications. 
It is trite Im,owledge in library planning that buildings should be planned 
.for expansion of service and community growth and for easy and satis
factory enlargement if and when needed. "There is a law affecting the 
growth of libraries not ~ke. that of g.eometric pr?gression. ~y ~he 
principle of noblesse obltge, a library which has attamed a certam Size 
is called upon to grow faster than when it was small."* The problem of 
storing the rapidly accumulating mass of printed material soon becomes 
a pressing one particularly in a Regional Central Library. With the 
spread of literacy and the dissemination of knowledge in regional 
languages, the stock of books in the Maharashtra Regional Library will 
continually grow and in course of time become quite enormous. Opinion 
is practically unanimous to the effect that growt]l or change of methods 
will bring need of alterations, additions or even rebuilding in all active 
libraries in less than a generation.* The future course of the Maharashtra 
Regional Library will be governed by the growing demands of a dynamic 
society thirsting for knowledge; and aninfl.exihle building on a site whose 
limits are rigidly circumscribed will prove a hii\drance to the growth of 
library. service and organization in Maharashtra. It would, therefore, 
. be wiser to select in the Poona University grounds a suitable site of 
adequate area to allow for future expansion and enlargement. 

76. A few other disadvantages of the Shanwar Wada site which are 
bound to prove detrimental to the efficiency and utility of the Library 
also deserve notice. The rampart wall while providing seclusion to the 
Library will at the same time harbour the ·weli-1."1lown enemies of books 
which abound in this. country; and it will be impossible to eradicate 
that danger however efficiently the wall may he ·maintained in trim 
repair. Even now the Shanwar Wada. attractsafa,irnumberofvisitors; 
with the growth of historical interest that number will steadily increase. 
A well-planned garden inside and outside the Wada will attract lar~er 
numbers. These crowds which are by no means silent and orderly will 
di~turb the quiet so badly needed for research work and other studies in 
the Library. If a museum is also located in the same or adjoining build

. ing, that will interfere still more with the convenience and quiet of serious 
readers. Finally, the Library will be require(l to remain open for longer 
hours-even after sunset-which will not suit the standards to which the 
archaeolqgist would like to adhere in the interests of the safe preserva
tion of the monument. 

. 77. F<!~ all these reasons andha ving regard to the conclusions reached 
m the earlier chapters, we are of opinion that in the interests of the 
Library building and service and also in the interests of the Shan war 
Wada as a historical monument, the Maharashtra Regional Library build· 
iug should not be built on any part of the Shanwar Wada !!rOunds and 
certainly not o.n the plinths of its main· quadrangles,"' but should 
preferably be bwlt on a convenient site in the Poona University grounds. 

•Soule, op. olt. pages 97 and 168. 
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CHAPTER IX.· 

BUILDING FOR THE LORD REAY MAruRASHTRA INDUSTRIAL 
MusEUM. 

78. The other institution of which a specific mention has been made 
in the Government Resolution appointing us a Committee is the 
Lord Reay Maharashtra Industrial Museum.* The preamble of 
the Government Resolution recites that the Museum " finds its 
present accommodation quite inadequate "; and we are invited to 
consider " the possibility of utilising the Shanwar Wada in this 
respect" also. We thought it necessary to recall the relevant terms 

. of the Government Resolution because one of us Shri B. V. 
Gharpure, himself the Curator of. the Museum, intimated to ~s 
that he " holds the view that the Government Resolution is 
a directive to the Committee that provisio:p. has got to be made 
for a building in Shanwar Wada" apparently for the Museum. We 
find that in a letter addressed to H. E. the Governor of Bombay 
the Honorary Secretary of the Museum also maintained that " the 
d~sire of the Government is quite explicit from the Resolution ; 
that it wanted the Committee to say how the Museum should be 
housed, and precluded the Committee (from) arriving at a decision 
that the Museum should not be housPd in tlie Wada ". We are not 
inclined to take so narrow a view of our terms of reference. , We 
do not think that Government have already committed themselves 
to providing accommodation for the Museum in the ShaiJ.war 
W ada. The very opening sentence of the preamble explains that 
Government consider that Jhe Shanwar Wada can house some public 
institution. The Lord Reay Maharashtra Industrial Museum is only 
one of such institutions mentioned in the Government Resolution ; 
and our main task is to consider the possibility of using the 
Shan war W ada in respect of any of these institutions, bearing 
in mind the guiding principle of enhancing the utility of the 
Wada while, at the same time, preserving essentially its historical 
character. We do not hold that we have been set the very 
limited task of deciding merely upon the manner of housing the , 
Lord Reay Industrial Mu~eum ; in other words-of preparing ouly 

. the plans and designs for that purpose. We are of opinion that 
the terms of reference do not pledge us in advance to the assump· 
tion that. in any event a building ought to be provided in t_fe 
Shan war W ada for the Lord Reay Maharasl;ttra Industrial Museum. 
Housing that Museum is ouly one of the possibilities that the 
terms of reference quite plainly require us to investigate ; and we are 
convinced that the viti)! part of that investigation relates to the 
inquiry as to whether in the light of our guiding principle and 
havinrt reaard to other considerations the Lord Rcay 1\faharashtra 
Industrial "Museum should at all be housed in the Shanwar Wada 
grounds. It is to that inquiry that we propose to address ourselves 
in this Chapter. 

•In. this chapter referred to as "the Industrial Museum" or u the Museum ,• 



79. As in the case of the Maharashtra Regional Library, we propose 
to divide that inquiry into . two convenient parts, one concerning 
the question whether · the Lord Reay Maharas.htra Industrial 
l\Iuseum is really in need of the Shan war W a!la s1te and whether 
that site would suit its purpose, and the other concerning the 
question how far a building for the l\fuseum would harmonize with 
the historical character of the Shanwar Wada . 

. 80. For either part of the inquiry, it is necessary at the outset to 
have a clear conception of the scope of the Museum's activities . 

. These are no longer in the reahn of speculative possibilities and 
1clealistic aspirations, but have actually bMn enjoined by a Statute. 
Section 3 of the Lord Reay 1\Iaharashtra Industrial Museum Act, 
1947, which enactment- provides for the management and main
tenance of the Museum, defines its aims and objects as follows :-

(1) to serve as an edu,cative iUstitu.tion for the general pt~blic with 
a view to illustrating variol\S branGhes of science and in particular 
their. application to indl\Stry, agriculture and commerce ; 

(2) to-show by means of exhibits, machines, models, pictures and 
charts the origin, development and modern practice of each branch 
of science and its application to industry, agriculture and commerce ; 

(3) to maintaln a technical library incfuding . cinematographic 
films, lantern slides and photographs ; 

( 4) to arrange, hold an,d t~ndertake lectures, dcmonstlations and 
tours with a view to promoting interest in industrial development ; 

(5) to organize and help in mganising industrial exhibitions ; 
(6) to organise· and help 'in organi•ing a commercial emporium ; 
(7) to popularise the produr·ts of industries and handicrafts of the 

Provine~ oi Bombay in particular and of India in general ; 
(8) to undertake and do all su.ch work and things as may be necessary 

for, or conducive to, the attainment of any of the aforesaid aims and 
objects. 

At this stage we would invite special attention to the objects contained 
in clal\SeS (2), (5) and (6). 

81. We were informed by Shri Gharpme that at present the 1\Il.\Sel.\lll 
· has at its disposal abou,t 8,000 square feet of built area at three or four 

places, and that the requirements of the llfuseum in the near fu.tur~ 
are nearly four to five tinles the present accommodation capacity. 
According to him the Ml\Seum will immediately require 40,000 square 
fee.t ~f buil~ area. Sm:ne of the ·main. pmposes for which he thought 
huJlclmgs w1ll be req1.1ued were an emporium, a museum elevated to · 
forestry, a museum of agriculture, an iuclustrial section· for showing 
how consumers' goods are proclt~ced. It was fu.rther his estimate that 
the buildings s~ould have in view fu.rther expansion of the different 
branches for whJCh another 30 to 40 thousand square feet of built area 
would be needed in 'the- cou,rse of abot~t 20 years as the institu,tion may 
grow. 
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82. It would be apparent to any mind genuinely interested in the 
Museum that its immediate expansion and future growth can be best 
accomplished if it cou,ld command the use of an open site of a few acres 
in a centrally situated locality, open to popular appeal ; and that if 
such a site were available, it wou,ld certainly be preferable from all 
points of view to a much smaller building site which cou,ld, with great 
diflicu,lty, be caryed ou,t of the Shan war W ada grounds,-a site, moreover, 
cluttered with historical remains aud with the intervening impediment 
of a "Qlassive rampart wall. · During the course of our inqu,iry it trans
pired that such an open site of about four acres has already been 
reserved for the Museum by the !lluuicipality and has even been assigned 
a place in the Town Planning Scheme. We do not know whether 
Government were in possession of this information at the time when it 
was stated in the Government Resolution that the Museum finds · 
its present accommodation quite inadequ,ate. Had it been pointedly 
brought to Government's notice that au open site of four acres in a central 
locality bas already been .earmarked for the Museum and is available 
at any time, we feel doubtful whether Government would have still 
considered it necessary to investigate the possibility of utjlizing the 
Shanwar Wada site for the same purpose. Shri Gharpure made it 
clear to us that the :1\'Iuseum had no idea of relinquishing the open site 
of four acres so reserved for iJ1 buildings. That being so, we think it 
totally u,nnecessary to use any part of the Shauwar Wada site for 
constructing a building for the Muse]lm. We are of opinion that this 
open site wou,ld ideally suit every purpose of the Museum : On. that 
site could be constructed a modern Industrial Museum wherein not 
only models but even machines could" be housed for showing tbe · 
modern practice of science in its application to industry ;md agriculture, 
where appropriate provision could be made for a big commercial empo
rium , and where show-rooms can be provided for popularising 
the products of Industries and handicrafts of Bombay State. The site 
is sufficiently extensive for leaving as an adjunct to the :1\'Iuseum building 
an open space of about three acres where industrial exhibitions cari also 
be organized. In short, all possible activities of the Lord Reay l\Iaha- . 
rashtra Industrial Museum can be conveniently coucentratecl in one 
place, and enjoy the further advantage of a direct educative popular 
appeal natu,ral to a place open on all sides to public view in a central 
location. In our opinion it would be unwise in the interests of the 
Museum itself, and it would be doing distinct disservice to its cause, 
to locate it instead in a place which is literalfy " crabbed, cabined and 
confined, " and in which it wou,ld ill assort with the historical 
surroundings. l\Iany of the reasons which we have discussed in the 
preceding Chapter for not building the Regional Library on the Shan war 
Wada growuls apply with equal for9e to the Industrial Museum 3lso; 
and we, therefore, refrain from elaborating them in this place. 

83. · Opinion was not merely severely critical of but 
almost unanimously condemned ·the proposal of placing the 
Lord Reay :1\'Iaharashtra Indt\Strial l\Iuseu,m anywhere within 
t4e Shanwar Wad,a enclosu,re. Witness after witnes~ 
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echoed that note of criticism first voiced by KESAIU over thirty years 
a"o when it spoke with the unfaltering accents of Lokamanya Tilak. 
It will be recalled that the Kesati then described the proposed use of 
the Shanwar Wada site for the Reay Industrial Museum as something 
"incongruous". Shti G. S. Sardcsai ~ed an identical expression_~ his 
evidence before us. It wou,ld be tedious to repeat here the opm10ns 
in the same strain expressed by several witnesses. Suffice it to say that 
they fully justify the conclusion drawn at an early stage by Dr. Wheeler 
that there is a general feeling against the establishment of the Industrial 
1\Iuseum in this environment in view of the obvious disharmony of function 
as between this modern museum and the ancient palace. Even the most 
avowed advocates of the claims of the Industrial Museum fairly conceded 
that their first preference would unreservedly be for a historical museum 
on the Shanwar Wada ·site as being best in consonance and harmony 
with the lllstorical surroundings. Similarly, when confronted with the 
problem of housing machinery in the proposed Industrial Museum build
ing. with a view to illustrating and explaining modern industrial processes, 
which is one of the principal objects of the llluseum, almost all of these 
protagonists recoiled and suggested that such machinery may be housed 
elsewhere. That would inevitably lead to a dispersal of the :M:useum's 
activities . in different places. We see ll(» ju-stification for so spreading 
out the llluseum in different parts of the city, particularly, when we 
remember that the llluseum as a homogeneous unit can be built, with 
open space to spare, on the site already allocated to it.· 

84. It is for that reason that we do not. feel disposed to endorse the 
stand taken by the late Shri Kaushik, the then Director of Industries, that 
he would prefer to have the Lord Reay Industrial Museum in the Shanwar 
Wada precincts at least for the next few decades ; and that afterwardS 
it could be removed to the more developed areas. Even Shri Kaushik 
felt that if he was given a free choice he would certainly have decided upon 
the available open site and a Museum theron on modern lines ; but he felt 
himself restricted byparticular1Jircumstances. We fail to preceive the 
particular circumstances which compel the Museum management to forgo 
the excellent choice of an eminently suitable and extensive open site. 
Shri Kaushikfelt that if the Industriall\Iuseum were built on the Shan war 
Wada groundS, visitors to the ancient monument would be automa
tically attracted to the Museum ; and thus the close proximity of both 
would serve the dual objllct of dissimination of historical knowledge and 
modern scientific information. We do not think that Maharashtra 
~ociety is n~w-a-days so averse to imbibing knowledge of modern 
mdustry, agrwulture and commerce that it expects such knowledge to 
be served with · congenial historical sentiments. The Lord Reay 
i\I~liarashtra Industrial Museum is by now a well established institution 
Wl~h _a special educative appeal of its own ; and with an impressive 
b?I.lding_ on the open site assigned to it, it would undoubtedly attract 
VISitors m large numbers. We are· not in favour of a transitional atrange
me?t w~ich seeks to unite two such essentially disparate institutions like 
a historiCal monument and an industrial museum. If this companionate 
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union has in. any . case- to- be. later di~soived,-: it -is: far-~better 
that each institution, and particularly the Industria} l\Iusell1ll'should 

· _ f!om the beginning be .freed from uneasy ties,- pursue -its independent 
life separately, evolve on its own lines, and thus fulfil its true missio!l. 

·. 85. Two other reasons. were suggested by Shri Gharpnre for- prefer
rmg the Shanwar Wada site for the Industriall\Iuseum. It was pointed 
out that 'the site had the advant9,ge of safety naturally provided by 
a rampart wall with a limited number of gates which-can all be . closed. 

· Safety should, no doubt·, be one of the .considerations in tlie maintenance 
of a museum; and that consideration plays an increasingly prominent 

-part depellding upon how rare and valuable the exhibits are. A museum 
· 'iiiust not, however, be confused with a safe-deposit-- vault. Its 
. primary object is not safe custody but oi_>en exposure of its treasuxes, 
whatever they may be. The true purpose of an industrial musemn 
is the demonstration of how science is applied in industry and other 
activities of man ; and we do not think that the exhibits which are to 
be displayed for the education Qf 'the public need to be iiafeguatded 
by a massive rampart wall. We are not aware that.the "Lord Reay 
i\faharashtra Industrial Museum has encountered any special difficul
-ties in the custody of the exhibits in its ina in building or in its emporium. 
Such risks are common to all museums of -this . k-ind. l\loreovet, 
suoh risks can be minimised by careful planning in the new building 
·which we. expect would be constructed for the 1\Iuseum on ·the .open 
site. A new building of that kind easily lends itself to the· installa
tion of modern devices for safe custody, without affecting the educa: 
tive appeal. by proper display. ·-rn short, we are not inclined to treat 
safety as an overriding consideration for abandoning the sit1l alr\lllcly 
reserved for the Industrial Museum. 

86. The other reason suggested by Shri Gharpure was that the 
historical association of the Shan war Wada can be utilized for securing 
financial support for the Industrial :Museum. How that could be done 
was -not explained to us. Financial support for the Industrial Museum 
must naturally depend upon the appreciation of its special educational 
work. The Industrial Museum will not get any reflected glory of the 
past from its mere juxtaposition with historical remains. Benefactions 
to the Industrial l\Iuseum flow from a class which is gernally not 
interested in the past, but is actively engaged in building industries 
for the future; ancl the association of the Industrial J\iuseum with a 
historical monument is not likely to stimulate their charity or accelerate 
its flow. We think that it woulcl be more pmdent for the Inclustrial 
~Iuseum not to entertain vain hopes of such adventitious aiel which 
itself appears problematical, nor-building on such hopes-in to locate 
the :Museum on a site which is otherwise inadequate ancl unsuitable 
[or its purposes. 

87. To mitigate the acerbity of the criticism that au Industrial 
:\Iuseum shouldnotbeplanted in themiclstofhistorical remains, it was 
suggested that the Industrial Museum at thl) Shanw.ru;)Y~ua s'hould
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concern itself principally with the history, origin and development 
of certain industries which might harmoniouslY. fit with the 
atmosphere, such as the building industry or the armament industry, and 
that specimens of l\Iaratha crafts and industries may also be exhibited. 
These suggestions ignore the true aims and objects of the Lord Reay 
l\Iahamshtra Industrial Museum which we have quoted in extenso at 
the commencement of this chapter. The emphasis of the Statute, it 
will be observed, is on modern practice of science. The handicrafts, 
the products of which the Statute expects the Industrial Museum to 
popularise, are those which enter into the commerce of the present 
day. The emporium of the :Museum need not be fancied as a collection 
of curios. It would be contrary to the terms ancl also the spirit 
of the Statute that the Lord Reay l\Iaharashtra Industrial l\Iuseitm 
should concern itself with the demonstration of the past d~velopment, 
before the advent of the modern industrial age of industries which can 
be agreeably co-related with history. That is more appropriately the 
function of a historical museum of the kind we recommend in the next 
chapter. It falls outside the well-recognized field of an Industrial 
:\fuseum which, as we said before, is the application of Science in 
industry and other *activities of man : and we feel satisfied that it 
would certainly fall ouside_ the field which has been defined by law for 
the Lord Reay llfaharashtra Industrial Museum. 

88. Having thus carefully considered the proposal from every possible 
point of view, we ha:ve arrived at the conclusion that the Lord Reay 
Maharashtra Industnal Museum should not be built on· any part of 
the Shanwar Wada site, but should be built instead on the open ~ite 
already reserved for it. 

• The Museum in America : Coleman, op. cit. Vol. ~. p. 90. 



CHAPTER X. 

MUSEUM OF 1\fARATHA HISTORY AND CULTURE. 

89. We now pass on to consider the ~nly remaining possibility we 
are called upon to investigate, viz., of utilizing the Shanwar Wada for the 
purposes of a historical museum, which as the preamble of the Govern
ment Resolution states can also be contemplated for location there. 

. 90. In· other countries the greatest number of musetuns in any field 
IS that for history, in different categories. Thus it has been estimated 
that in a comparatively new country like the United States of America 
there are 1,235 museums in this field.* Although the people of J\Iaha
rashtra have a long record of glorious histroy, perhaps the richest 

. in heroic achievements in modern times, and although they take special 
pride in their past, it is indeed surprising that they should hardly 
possess a few historical museums not one of which is maintained and 
managed as a State Museum. Among the more noteworthy are those 
·maintained by the Bha.rat Itihasa Samshodhak 1\Iandal at Poona, 
by the Raj wade Samshodhan Mandai at Dhulia and by the Rajasaheb of 
4nndh at Aundh. The Gove=ent of Bombay had made a very goo<l 
begimiing by constructing a spacious and solid building for a Histori
cal Museum at Sa tara, the former official capital of the Marathas. But 
unfortunately for various reasons, which it is unnecessary for us to 
consider, that experiment did not prove successful ; and the building 
itself has now been diverted to other official uses. Besides, from tho 
peoples' point of view, Satara is not an easily accessible place ; and 
as compared to Poona, a museum located in Satara will certainly have 
less popular appeal and educative value. 

91. The real purpose and tli.e true educative value of a historical 
nuseum is "to spread knowledge about how things were, so that one may 
understand how they came to be. To one who knows this, the present 
sings in tones that do not fall upon the common ear. One purpose 
accordingly animates museums of history. This is to recreate the 
past in the minds of the living". Therefore, " the spirit in which loc.al 
history is approached by museums is close to that.ofthe modern his
torian interested increasingly in culture history .. : . In thus using 
museums, history students are taken out of conventional abstractions ; 
for museums collect not religion but things of priests and worshippers, 
not government but things of governors, and, if it be of war, not battle 
but things of soldiers. Materials brought together thus have implica
tions cutting across the traditional lines of interest in them; they 
tell a story about how people lived, though they may be consulted ns 
records of army, state and church. Even biographic materials is trans
muted little by little into culture history as personal associations grow 
dim and the nature of the objects themselves is left in relief."t 

*The Museum in America, Coleman op. cit. Vol. I, p. 61. 
tColeman, op. cit. Vol. l, p•gcs 69-60. 



92. There is unrloubtedly great neecl for such a Museum o! Maratha 
Hi~tory anrl culture ; and we are of opiniot1 that it should be a State 
i\Iuseum located -in the Shammr Wada. 

93. The Government of Bombay have, in their scheme of the Museum 
at Satara, already_ accepted the principle of such a State Historical 
i\tuseum ; ancl so far as they are concerned, it would ~n a sense . be 
a c11se merely of diversion of funds already expendecl 1f the locatwn 
of the historical museum be shifted from Sa tara to Poona. 

94. It has been the policy* of the Government of India to keep the 
small "'nd movn.hle 11lltiquities recovered from the ancient sites, in close 
associn.tion with the remains to which they belong, so that they may 
he stu<lied amidst their natuml surroundings. The objects preserved 
in sueh museumJ; must be such as would enable the visitor to visualize 
aright the conditions oflife, and to infuse life and colour into the picture. 
They are jus~ified only if the antiquities housed in them are sufficiently 
numerous flnd valuable and if the site is reasoMbly accessible." Al
though no articles may hn.ve been recovered from the excavation of the 
Shan war 'Vada site, it. would be a mere extension of that policy to expect 
that things connected with the Shan war Wada should be assembled in 
a inuseum on the site, which may be aptly describen as a museum 
supplementary to the historical monument. Eyen at the Taj i\Iahal 
at Agra where" a museum would destroy something of thn.t unparallelled 
dream of loveliness, a inuseum has been hidden so deftly that it doei 
not jar". -

95_- There is imperative necessity for such a supplementary museum 
at the Shanwar Wada; for, such a museum alone can_ wake the dead in 
the ruins ·of that place, and can perpetuate·the vision of that crowning 
period of i\farathn. history .representing the rise and also the fall of the 
l\Iarathas----a vision which none can teach and none can reach except 
through a comprehensive collection of concreteobjects connected with that 
history. Only with its aid can the visitor penetrate the bleak atmosphere 
now pervading the Shan war Wada and hope to realize sensually the whole 
course of later i\Iaratha history. In the stones of Shanwar Wada there 
is poignant poetry of glory and grief, of splendour and sorrow.· The 
fountains which play no more, the quaclrangles which lie bare, the ram
part . wl~ich silently . ~ards solitude-all strongly stimulate the 
1ma~ma~wn of the V!Sltor, but merely to tantalize it. What js 
lac~mg ts a collection of relevant historical objects effectively displayed 
whtch can transmute that poetry into a living drama of the past. We 
have sr.cn before that the late Rao Bahadur Dixit as Director of Archae
ology i_ntended ~o ~evote the Nagarkhana on the main gate to a historical 
?ollectwn of ?amt_mgs and other objects of the Peshwa'period and that 
m 1944 the Supermtendent of Archaeology in charge of this monument 

*l'he -M;,_,.~ms 9f Indi~, 1Iarkham, London 1n0, p •. 10 •. 



felt that to create an intelligent interest i~ the 'visitors to this monument 
it was necessary to exhibit. on the W<llls of the entrance copies of paint in as 
connected with the Peshwas. With proper efforts, it would be easy to 
collect sufficiently numerous r.nd valuable objects which will help to 
illustrate the life-story of t]].e Sham\'11.): Wada, The strength of the his
torical appeal of this monument ~ be be:$, gauged· from the fact 
that o:er two tho~sand persons visit it'~ery weeb It is one of the most 
access1blc places m :i\'Iaharashtra. In ~ort, the Government of India · 
who arc in charge of the monument w<rn,ld undoubtedly feel interesteu 
in ta1.-ing steps to supply at least a muse'um of the Peshwa period 
of which the Archaeological Department has itself so far keenly felt the 
necessity. 

96. "W_e are confident that the present representatives of the order of 
princes and noblemen whose ancestors were intimately connected with the 
history enacted at. this seat of the :i\'Iaratha confederacy will think it an · 
honour to discharge their pious obligation by contrilmting handsomely 
in funds and objects connected with their houses, to a historical museum 
at the Shanwar Wada, so that their family tradition can find a suitable 
place in what will become a central memorial of Maratha hist01y. 

·97. The public of 1Iaharashtra would naturally expect . that the 
~Iuseum should be expanded so as to embrace in its scope that stillmore 
glorious chapter oOfuratha ·history when Shivaji and the saints L>tid the 
foundations of the greatness of :i\'Iaharashtra. Only then would it truly 
become a Museum of ~Iaratha Histo1y and Culture, and take its proper 
place as a modern history museum. There is greater reason for including 
this sector of :i\'Iaratha hist01y in the Shanwar Wada Museum because : 
Shivaji was very intimately connected with Poona and had his La! 
Mahal not very far from the Shan war Wada. Not a few of the heroic 
deeds associated with him and his devoted followers were performed at 
Poona and the surrounding tract. It is in that tract that Tukara111 spread . 
liis'teaching which Mharashtra has since cherished as its moral heritage. 
A :Museum of J\laratha Histo1y and Culture located in the Shanwar 
Wada will not only be immediately environed by the emotional 
atmosphere of the Peshwa period but will also to a considerable extent 
be environed by the historical and cultural atmosphere of J\Iaratha life, 
more than any other location one can think of in :Maharashtra. 

98. We are of opinion that this Museum should atpresent be divided 
into three· broad sections which can be comprehensively designated 
as the Shivaji Section, the Peshwa Section and the General Section. 
The Shivaji Section is intended for illustmting the life and history of 
iYiaharashtm from about 1,600 till the time of the Peshwas. That section 
should contain galleries devotecl to the development of J\Iaratha cultu~e . 
with special reference to the saint poets of Maharashtra. · Tho Peshwa 
Section should similarly contain exhibits which will serve to illmtrate 
the various episodes which,_ are cmmectecl directly or indirectly with . 
the Shanwar Wada. The Genemf Section should be devoted mainly . 
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to illustratin" 11Iaratha. life and culture in historical times. In this 
Section the e;phasis should be more on the cultural side, so that exhibits 
of artistic and archaeological value should find a prominent place. 
One part of this Section should be devoted to the Story of Poona City 
for which, we think, sufficient material would be forthcoming. 

99. The leadinrr features of this Museum of l\Iaratha History and 
Culture as we envi~age them requll:e specific-notice. In our opinion the 
:i'rluseum should contain at least two period rooms, one depicting the 
early life of Shivaji and the othe< the life of the later Peshwas. We 
hav~ taken due note of the criticisms levelled by specialists against 
such period rooms. But it, has been rightly pointed ·out that "period 
rooms are clearly here to stay, despite a running fire of objection". 
The education&! value of period rooms displaying the life and culture 
of a particular region or time has been realized by European Museums. 
No doubt, it is expected that such rooms should be authentic in their 
entirety ; and that they should not degenerate into what are known as 
" synthetic" rooms which rank at best as reproductions and at worst as 
falsifications. We find that a period room of the kind we suggest was 
recommended by the Jliluseums Re-organization Committee, U. P. (1948). 
That Committee recommended a Lucknow Room with architecture and 
decorative schemes in.keeping with the 18th century Lucknow, where 
should be exhibited the portraits of the Nawabs of Oudh, the historical 
documents and farmans issued by them, and examples of arts and crafts 
of the time. That Committeefurther thoughtthatadrawing room of 
the Nawabs decorated and furnished after the contemporary style 
should also add to the attraction ofthe section. It should not be difficult 
to arrange the two period rooms we recommend for the Museum of 
Maratha History and Culture. Authentic material is not lacking, by 
way of pictures and articles, which would enable us to reconstruct them. 
In particular the Peshwa Period Room should be modelled on the picture 
of the Dar bar held in the Ganpati Rang Mahal which has fm;tunately 
been handed down to us. In fact, the building which has been designed 
in accordance with our recommendations is intended to make provision 
for a hall on the model of the Ganpati Rang Mahal. We recommend 
that each of these period rooms should form part of the two principal 
sections of the ll'[useum which we have designated the Shivaji Section 
and the Peshwa Section. 

100. We would like to indicate the kind of antiquities which should be 
exhibited in these three sections. The material must be collected and 
arranged with a view to giving an idea of the times, so that each section 
sh~uld be an institution of an idea and not merely an aggregation of 
~bjects. It follows that· articles which are. irrelevant and which do not 
serve the idea must not be collected. The articles must either serve to 
illustrate history or culture. In the former category should be included 
~i~les like hist?rical paintings of personages and events (and where the 
ongmal authentic paintings cannot be procured their replicas), articles 
of_a:mour and a~coutrement, arms and weapo!lfl including the celebrated 

· onginal Bhavam swo!d, models of important fm;ts, of the vru;ious kinds 



4'1 

of ships in the Maratha navy of Shivaji and of Angrias, maps and plans 
o~ celebrated battles and naval engagements and b'tttle scenes connected 
Wlth them. The arrange~ent of these historical exhibits should be 
episodic wherever possible;;.; Exhibits may also be arranged around 
known personalities. To give an example or two : all material connected 
with Mastani and her descendants may;)Je arranged in that part of 
the Museum building at the Mastani Gate ; the episode of the capture 
of Sinhgad of which we get a magnificent view from the Nagarkhana 
may be presented by suitable exhibits in the Shivaji Section. Although 
mementoes and souvenirs may have no historical significance, articles 
known to be connected with leading figures of Maratha history and 
literature should find a place, such as, specimens of handwriting, typical 
manuscripts or their photographic copies, etc. Ouly such documen~s 
or their photographs need be exhibited as would help the visitor to follow 
the sequence of things as exhibited in the room ; the Museum need 
not be turned into a gen~ral repository of original documents. In all 
three sections, but more especially in the general section, should be 
exhibited articles and materials of household use such as drapery, 
tapestry, ·dresses, ornaments, domestic utensils. A coiiection can also 
be assembled of sacred articles such as idols, articles of worship, etc. 
We believe we have sufficiently detailed the kind of antiquities we have 
in view; our enumeration is not intended to be exhaustive but is merely 
illustrative, 

101. The acquisition of these articles must as usual be made 
generally throngh three distinct channels, viz., gifts, purchases and 
loans. Besides these, it may be possible for the Government of 
Bombay or the · Government of India to divert material which is 
under their control, as for example· the original painting of the 
Peshwa's Darbar in the Gaupati Rang Mahal or the painting of 
Sawai Madhavrao, Nana Phadnavis and Mahadji Scindia which 
adorned the walls of the Government House at Poona and other 
similar pictures which may have been kept in other government 
buildings. I£ the efforts to get from abroad original works of 
artistic or historical value are crowned with success, those connected 
with Maharashtra should as far as possible be housed in this 
Museum which will be a truly regional museum. We hope that 
Maratha Princes and nobles would make liberal gifts of articles 
which may be in their possession or which may have been housed 
in family or local museums. The -interesting suggestion was also 
made before lL~ that the proposed Museum at the Shanwar wada would 
be the most suitable place for housing the collection made by the Bharat 
Itihasa Samshodhak Mandai. We trust that once the Museum is 
established, efforts will be made to secure that or other similar collections 
nr parts thereof by suitable measures taken for that purpose. In any 
case we have no doubt whatsoever that the Mandai or other institutions 
will gladly· make termporary loans of articles in their possession 
whenever any special exhibition is to be organized, and that the 
!l~useum too will reciprocate that courtesy. 
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. 102c The Jlfuseum should become a powerful. force in the edu~ation 
of children and ·adults as ·well. It can employ all the modern 
approaches for reaching their minds. Conducted tours of the 
Shanwar Wada and of the Peshwa Section of the 1\Iuseum would 

· by themselves. be sufficient to implant on the visitors' mind an 
indelible picture of the history of that period. For that purpose 
competent guide-lecturers possessing accurate knowledge of history and 
culture will have to be engaged on the staff of the Museum. With the 
help of these guide-lecturers and scholars learned in history and 
culture, it should be possible to alTange lectures and exhibitions on 
numerous topics which can be enlivened by visual instruction. By 
this method· accurate knowledge of historical and cnltural subjects 
can be disseminated with ease. Sets of coloured reproductions, 
photographs, models, and lantern slides can also be prepared at the 
1'Iuseum on each topic which can be lent to sc:bools where they 
will supply a usefn! background for classes in history and culture. 
The Museum should keep a plentifnl supply of booldets, picture 
books, postcards and prints which should be readily available to 
the public at cheap prices. IIi such publications shonld be included 
a pictorial guide to the Shanwar ·w ada ; and also a booklet with 
representative pictures narrating the story of that palace. · One such 
guide was placed before us, prepared by Shri Khare at the instance, 
we were told, of the Archeological Department. Shri Potdar too has 
made rough notes from ·original sources. An authentic ·guide and 
booklet Ehould now be. got prepared without further delay. The 
l\Iuseum should have a small but representative library which 
should help ·in expounding the themes which the ·exhibits are 
intended to illustrate. Equipped in this manner the l\Inseum will 
play an important part in adult and scholastic education. 

103 .. It was acknowledged by aU concerned that a museum of t!us kind 
devoted to lHaratlm history and culture would accord most harmoniously 
with the atmosphere of the Shanwar Wada monument. Shri Goetz 
put the position in a nutshell very happily when he said th~t within 

. the scheme of such museum the ruins of tbe Peshwas' palace would 
form a natural and integral component. None of the objections which 
c~mpelled us to rule out the buildings for the 1\Iaharashtra Regional 
Library or tbe Lord Reay :l>!aharashtra Industrial Museum would apply 
to a museum of i\Iaratha history a'nd culture. A functional building 

· for that l\Iuseum should not. be a modem one hut must of necessity . 
. be oriented to by-gone beginnings, and, therefore, from the architectur~l 
pain~ of view the building which has been designed would ideally fit 
mw1th tbe pattern of the Shanwar Wad": and of the central Delhi Gate. 
Period-rooms would form very. useful adjuncts to the monument itself 
and should, therefore, be establish~d on the site and not ·elsewhere. 
Tlrere is a constant stream of visit(lrs to the Shan war "\Vada and a his
torical museum, we are confident, would help in swellina their number. 
Rare articles of historicd, artistic :md archaeological" value can he 
safely preserved in a museum locaterl in the Bhanwar Wada. 



The museum will have the additional attraction of a park maintained 
as we recommend in the next Chapter. Intended as it is mainly 
for popular education the museum need not make provision for quiet 
research and study, and on that S()Ore there should ben? ap?rehe·lsion 
of the scholars' peace being disturbed by the large cpwds wil.ich the 
monument, the museum and the park will draw to the place. On 
the whole, therefore, we are of opinion .tmt the only buildinu which ·can 
be ideally established in the Shanwar Wada is that of a 

0 

museum of 
Maratha history and culture of the kind which we have described in the 
preceding paragraphs. 

104. We have very carefully selected for this museum the proper 
location on the Shanwar Wada site. This fvllows upon the conclusions 
which we have already reached in Chapter VII and accorfugly we 
recommend that .the museum should be in two parts flanking the gateway. 
Ail at present advised, we o.m say these parts of the grounds have no 
historical remains. In fact, we have seen that all the veJ~iges i:J.clufug 
eve:t the earth of the fvindation of the M.J.sta:1i P J.bce wera rem?ved 
by B~jirJ.? II. Similarly, on the weJten. side of the g.\teway there 
are m hist?rical re-:m.ins of uy deJ-::ription w"llich nee:i be preserved. 
The buildings fla:tkhg the g-1tew'ay co:1structed and deJig:J.ed in the style 
of the Shanwar Wada architecture and harmonizing with the ce:J.tral 
gateway will· introduce no jarring eleme:1t in the main pattern. They 
will not obtrude on the visitor's sight and even when he stands on the 
main plinths they will supply a pleasing picture of natural exte:lllions 
attached to the ce:ttral gJ.teway. T"llese buildings will not interfere" 
in any manner with any: implrtant historical remains in the Shanwar 
Wada nor with the plinths of the main quadrangle. 

105. In the interest of proper preservation of the rampart wall and 
the central gateway and to avoid any possibility of disharmony· being 
introduced by the new building in the general scheme of the Shanwar. 
Wada architecture, we have ll.lso decided to accept the following 
limitations on the proposed buildings :-

The ·bUildings should be so planned that,-

(a) they shall not exceed the height of the ancient parapet; 
(b) a service. passage not less than 3 feet wide shall be left 

between the ancient northern· wall and the new building ; 
(c) a space of not less than 10 feet shall be left between the ancient 

· gateway and the end of ~he two new buildings; • · : 
(d) a space of not less than. 10 feet shall be left between the0 

ancient eastern and western walls and the ends of the new buildings ; . 
{e) a space of not less than 6 feet shall be left between the podium 

and the southern wall of the new building. The passage thus left 
may, if required, be covered by a Chhaja. 

><O·VJ Bk Na 24-7 
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Before erection of the new building the site should be explored within 
a reasonable time by the Archaeological Department to ensure that 
n:o ancient building of importance is likely to be covered. The construc
tion of the building will naturally depend upon available funds, but 
priority should be given to the eastern section. We are n.ot called 
upon at this stage to consider the question of extension; for, we feel 
that the two sections between them would supply ample space for all 
the necessary purposes of a museum of Maratha history and culture as 
we conceive it. However, as a matter of caution, we might add that 
lateral expansions of these buildings should not be undertaken. If and 
when the time comes for extension that question should be judged 
independently in the light of the circumstances then obtaining and in the 
light ofthe advice which the Archaeological Departmen.t may then ten.der. 

106. We append herewith the plans an.ddesigns prepared in accordance 
with the views we have so far expressed. It will be observed that the 
buildings make necessary provision for all the activities of the museum 
which we have in contemplation. The lecture hall with stage attached 
which has been provided for in the eastern building should, in our opinion, 
be itSelf the Peshwa period room which has been described earlier in 
this chapter. The Shivaji period room should be located in one of the 
two museum halls in the west wing. We have advisedly planned halls 
with movable screens, because -flexibility for re-arrangement within 
the building is a key-note of recent museum construction. Such flexibility 
allows for functional growth which walls with architectural features 
tend to prevent. The movable partitions can themselves be made of 
a decorative character so as to fit in with the exhibits displayed in that 
space. By adjustment of the partitions, the space is lengthened or 
shortened, as the case may· be, for various purposes such as specialized 
exhibitions and displays. We in.tend that the basement should be used 
for more utilitarian purposes connected with office an.d organization, 
snch as libraries, stock-rooms, stores etc. We have, however, provided 
two halls in the e8J;t wing baeemen,t where the ancient monuments of 
archaeological interest may be kept so that their safety can be, doubly 
assured. With the use of fluorescent lighting it should be possible to 
make these halls very attractive indeed, although we have made provision, 
as far as possible, for natural light also. The central gateway will it.•elf 
form an integral part of thQ museum, and provision has been made for 
putting the cubicles etc. of that gateway in proper repairs. _ 

107. It is estimated that each building will cost slightly over Rs. 2lakhs 
and that the total estimated cost would be about Rs. 4,11,599. These 
es~imates have been fram~d with due regard to the fact that the building 
Will ha~e to be constructed artistically with the dominant Peshwa pattern 
of arch1tec~e. We are not call£d upon to make any ;recommendations 
abou: secunng t~e funds necessary for these buildings. Bu,t we cannot 
refra.m from saymg a few words in that behalf since the ·l\{u,seum of 
Ma.rath~ Histo!Y and Culture is the principal' recommendation; of our 
r_eport JD the rmplementation of which we are naturally interested. 
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We have a~eady said before that for the Government of Bombay 
this would be a case of .mere diversion of funds which they 
had already expended _upon the museum at Satara which is no 
longer functioning as a ·museum ·and which is bemg used for other 
official purposes. It would, therefore; be reasonable to . suggest that 

· the funds spent for the· museum at Sa tara may be diverted· ori the 
basis that the· location · of that museum has been shifted . frc'in 
Satara to Poona. Siniilarly, we have also explaintd before .that ~t 

· has been the policy of the Government of India to establish suppl~
mentary museums as adjuncts to archaeologicai sites and monuments. 
We trust, therefore, that the Government oflndia would see their .way 
to allot funds for the eastern wing which. would b~)llllinly the Peshwa 

· section of the museum and thus provide the nececliary adjunct to the 
historical monument of which they are in charge. We also feel that the 
Poona Corporation can, in view of section 66(22) of the Bombay Provincial 

. Municipal Corporation Act, 1949, legitimately make provision for a 
museum of this kind, particukrly, when that mus(um .wou!d .contain a 
section devoted to the story of the Poona City. We have expressed the 

. hope that Maratha princes and nobks whose family tradi_tions would be 
· represented in this museum would be munificent in their donations. 
·we feel confident that with contributions from these various sources 
it should be eminently possible to establish in the immediate futur~ 
the Museum of Maratha History and Culture at the Shan war W ada. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

SUPPLEMENTARY RECOmrENnATIONS. 

108. In this Chapter we propose to. make a fe;r supple~en~ry 
recommendations which we deem necessary for keepmg the histoncal 
monum~nt of Shanwar Wada in proper condition and also for making 

_ its historical appeal more effective and for enhancing its utility 
. in general. 

I09. We append herewith the notes, made after a full inspection 
of the Shanwar Wada, of the repairs which we find it necessary to 
recommend. The notes are self-explanatcry, and therefore, we do not add 
any further comments thereon. We trust that the Archaeological 
Department will carry out these repairs in due course ; and we hope that 
funds necessary for that purpose will be placed at their disposal by 
the Authorities concerned. 

110. Our next reco~endation concerns the development of the 
garden at Shanwar Wada. This garden falls into three pal;ts, namely,-

(!) the garden within the rampart wall ; 
· (2) the garden in front of the Delhi Gate ; 

(3) the garden outside and along the rampart wall. 

The garden inside the rampart wall should, in our oplUlon,. be 
developed, as far as possible, on its original lines, and should be made 
intc a public park where people can rest and children can play in ideal 
se~lusion. We have seen that in the very beginning Government were 
prep3red to convert the open space into a public garden without, of 
course, affecting the hist~rical character of the ruins. We are of opinion 
that it is emine:1tly feasible S() to plan the squares and open spaces within 
the Shanwar Wada !lS tc make them into a very attractive public park. 
The planning and lay-out of the park must necessarily be left to the 
specialists who will have due regard to the original plan of the garden, 
the esse:J.tial features of which can still be preserved. _We can only 
make a few s~lient. suggestions. In our opinion, big trees should not 
be planted within this enclosure. They will interfere with the general 
design of the histcrical remains, obscure their proper view and create 
Prc>blems of their own. An attempt may, however, be made to plant 
certain trees mentioned in the accounts _of the Shanwar Wada, provided 
their original location can be fixed with precision. Otherwise, the . 
ope:J. spaces should be laid.out as lawns with decorative border of flowering 
plant~ in appropriate places,-for example along the fountains-sweet
smelling_ f!vwer-plants like jasmine, roses etc., can also be planted. The 
~:J.tral Idea should be not to cover with heavy foliage any important 
Bite or tc affect the view of any Historical remains. The cisterns in · 
the Chamanbag can, we think, be filled with water. It may even be 
possible tc introduce colour within those cisterns and thus make them 
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more attractive. We also suggest that the possibility should be explored 
of using the central cistern in that part as a swimming pool for children. 
Today the Shanwar Wada should not experience the difficulty of water
supply for which elaborate efforts had to be made in Peshwas' times. 
It should be possible for the Poona Corporation to supply sufficient 
water to the Wada for all purposes. We ara of vpinion that in that 
case, the system of fountains and cisterns, etc., as originally planned, 
can be set working either by reviving the old water connections or, if 
necessary, laying out new ones underground .. Every effort· should 
be made to revive in that manner the two principal celebrated 
attractions of the Shanwar Wada, namely, the Hazari Karanje and the 
·Chaddars which displayed rainbow-coloured sheets of water: With the 
use of appropriate electric lighting these features can be made still 
more attractive than was p3ssible in the days of Sawai Madhavrao. 

-In short, the garden within the rampart wall should not be maintained in 
a haphazard manner, but should be carefully planned, in accordance 
with its historical character and also for making it the principal att:r;action 

· of Poona City in every possible direction. 
-

111. The open plots* outside the Delhi Gate are used today for holding 
bazaars, fairs, and aillo public meetings. The bazaars and fairs 
sometimes include combustible material like crackers, and we 
were informed that in more than one instance fire had broken 
out. We are emphatically of the view that every effort should be 
made to keep the adjoining space clear of any such possible danger . 
. We, therefore, feel that .the system of holding fairs and baza.ars in 
-these plots should be discontinu€d, and that the entire area should 
be fenced off and turned into· a public park which can, if necessary, 
be. ·used for meetings provided that can be done without_ interfering 
with ~he ·monument in any manner. The open space includes 
eertain religious buildings such as temples, Dargas · etc., for 
which, of course, appropriate provision will have to . be made. 
Care should be taken to see that these do not multiply in future. 
_We were informed that the triangular space at the apex: of these 
plot.s is involved in som~ litigation between the Government of 
Bombay and the Corporation. Since we recommend that the entire 
·.area shculd be turned into a public park we trust that the Government of 
Bombay will see their way to amalgamate that plot with the park. 
The advantage of fencing off this area would be very great inasmuch 
as the danger of traffic to visitors to the Wada and particularly 

_to the garden and museum inside would: thereby be considerably 
minimised and the W ada . itself will receive additional protection. 
The outside park can. thus be used by tho public of Poona with 
safety: ·For this. park. mere lawns would suffice with appropriate 
provision for ornamental -hedges and. flowering plants if that· be 
found feasible. If necessary some space may . be rese:rred within 
:this· area for parking vehicles which · convey the visitors tJ the 
Shanwar W ada. 

• Aupendix VI. 



112. nw" existing strips of garden enclosed by barbed wire fencing 
and high hedges surrounding the walls of the Shan war Wada can be 
l!O planned out as not to dwarf the majestic fort-walls. To that e~d 
-it may be necessary to replace the present arrange~ent by plam 
strips of lawn with very low hedge near the road-side. No trees 
or shrubs should be allowed to grow on this lawn. Only a few 
flowering shrubs of medium height, plant~d n_ear the walls, may be 
permitted to grow, but not ru1 screens agamst the walls. These 
strips of lawn can be provided with seats. Care should however 
be taken to see that, the rampart wall is not damaged by the 
public. We are of opinion that no open sp9ce which is treated as 
an adjunct to the W ada should be used for any other purpose or 
leased to any institution. ' 

113. The garden within the rampart wall should continue to be 
managed by the Archaeological Department whereas the other two 
parts of the outside garden should, in our opinion, be more· 
properly maintained by the Poona Corporation. For the up-keep 
and maintenance of the gardens within the rampart wall the 
Archaeological Department should, however, be assisted by 
a Committee of two officers whose concern it will be to ensure 
that our recommendations in this behalf are carried out as 
effectively as possible. The Committee should consist of (1)" The 
Director of Parks and Gardens, Bombay State, and (2) The Municipal 
Commissioner, Poona. The two parts of the outside garden may also 
be placed under the supervision of this Committee to which may be 
added· the Superintendent, ~chaeological Survey of India, Western 
Circle, so that the entire garden may be maintained as one unit from 
the point of view of both the park and the ancient monument. 
We trust that the Archaeological Department will implement this 
recommendation in its proper spirit and make the inside park in 
particular a creditable achievement. We also hope that the- Poon:a 
Corporation and, if necessary, the GoverniD.ent of Bombay, would 
·see their way to make liberal grants for the purpose of maintaining the 
entire inside and outside garden in proper and attractive condition. 

l14. We were happy to find thatthepracticeofplayingChoughadaat 
the Nagarkhana has already started under the dhections of the Government 
of Bombay. If the inside and the outside space is laid out as park and 
garden in the manner we recommend, this practice can be elaborated 
to serve as an additional attraction of musical entertainment for' the 
visitors. With the use of loud-speakers it should be possible to provide 
not only Choughada and Sanai music, but even concerts of vocal musio 
(inc)uding recitals of historical ballads) on certain. days in ·the week 
or on certain important days connected with the history and culture of 
Maharaahtra, such as the birth anniversary of Shivaji, or the Dasara 
Day. We do not think that musical entertainment of this kind which is 
a normal feature in the life of every important city in Europe should 
prove costly to the Poona Corporation. In any case, we must utte?; 
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a Warning with all tb,e eW:phasis at our OOJ!UD&lld against the misuse of 
this system for playing records or for vulgar musio. . · . 

115. . Historical notices have not been put up at all places within the 
Wada. We suggest that such notices, carefully drawn up in consultation 
with the leading historians, should be placed at appropriate places· of 
historical interest which can be identified without much diffiCulty. They 
should be in three languages, Hindi, Marathi and English. We also 
recommend that the present marble tablet at the Delhi Gate of the W ada 
should be replaced by a new one · containing accurate · information 
regarding dates in particular which can be gathered from Chapter n of 
our Report. 

Notes on the Repairs recommellded ro the Shanwar W ada Monument. 

I. Delhi Darwaja : The floor in guards' cubicles on either side must 
be concreted. · 

Tlle Main Staircase ro the Nagarkhana. . 
The floor of the 1st room on the west should be concreted. The brick 

ceiling should be plastered. 
The rooms adjoining the above also need repairs to the floor and the 

ceiling. For the visitors to see the structures, it is essential to provide 
all the rooms with electric light. The steps leading up to the Nagar-
khan~)- are all broken and uneven. · 

The timber work over the entrance Hall is. of late construotion. It 
should be replaced by wooden floor in the old style. 

The timber colJ¥DllS supporting the Nagarkhana have all tilted and 
cracked on the verandah side. The brackets supporting the top beams 
have opened out. They all need immediate repairs and in some cases 
some need replacement. 

The entrance on the west of the Nagarkhana on the top leading to the 
staircase going over the parapet walls needs urgent repairs, as the stones 
and brickwork are deteriorated and falling out. 

The timber columns at the comer of the Nagarkhana on the west side 
and another comer column to. the entrance of the staircase for going 
to the roof need replacement. 

The ceiling on the staircase on the east side leading from the N agarkhana 
to the tauace needs urgent repairs by removing old timbers and 
substituting new ones. 
. The ceiling of the N agarkhana also requires repairs in a number of 

places. 
II. The ceiling of the· Khidki Gate on the east side needs inunediate 

plastering to prevent the brickwork from falling out. The same remark 
holds good for cubicles on either side. . 

The floor of :the fountnins on the east side reqt~ires brushing and 
cleaning. 

The central fountain should be set working. 
The brick work drains on the west of the above fountains need extensive 

repairs and in some places rebuilding. 
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There are plenty of rubbish heaps dotted all over the ground ; they 
need -to be removed and the ground levelled up for access to . variQus 
parts. , 

A:ny portion which has no remnant of a building should be covered 
with turf and levelled up. . · -

The brick ceiling of the Ganesh Darwaja and the cubicles on either 
side of it should be plastered to prevent it falling dow~. 

The !boring in the cubicles needs- to be concreted. Old tiles and 
. bricks have been stacked in one of the rooms adjoining Ganesh Darwaja. 
These should be removed and the rooms cleaned up. The temporary 
gate of galvanized sheeting of a cubicle on the south side of the Ganesh 
Gate should be removed. 

All the timber w<>rk of the main gates requires cleaning and oiling. 
III. The n0tes wit!!. regard t0 the ceiling and flooring and timber 

work of Ganesh Gate hold good for Narayan Gate. 
The brick wJrk of a w.11l of the underground storage tank near 

Narayan GJ.te hasfalle::J. off. New brick :workneeds to be built to support 
the top slab. . 

T:D.e f!Jor oft!J.e S~JrJ.g3 glhiV::J. in the midJ.I!l of the west rampart needs 
clea:ring as a ht of rubbish at pre3e:J.t is found in it. Plaster work also 
needs replacement.· · . 

IV. The p1veJ. platform anu'li the Pimpal tree adjoining the west 
rampJ.rt nods rep~ir3 a:~.d levelling without in any way interfering with 
the small temple there. 

The p1ve:nnt 0::1 the t0p of the longitudinal drain going parallel 
with the rampart on the west side needs extensive repairs and some of 
the srones need replacement. The stones lying near the existing plinth 
should be arranged neatly, removing all the debris from them. . 

.V. The Hazari Karanje need,s exte::J.sive repairs and new pipe 
connections. . 

A serious attempt must be made to produce the same effect of the sheet · 
.of water as hgs been repJrted in the past. · · 

T:D.is sh')uld be m~de the most attractive feature for all the visitors to 
come and see. · 

The fl·Joring on either. side of the swimming pool (Pushkarani Houd) 
in the centre needs extensive repairs. 

VI. '12_he grain godown should be immediately removed. 
P.M. LAD (Chairman) 

N. P. CHAKRAVARTY 
S.N. SEN 
M.K.JADHAV 
N. S. GUPCHUP 
L. V. SATHE 
B. V. GHARPURE* 

J. A. 'l'ARAPOREV ALA (Memljer-Seoretary) 
• Subject to a. Note of Dissent and General Observations. 
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NOTE OF DISSENT ANn GENERAL OBSERVATIONS BY 
SHB! B. V. GHARPURE. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Initially the Wada was inspected on 12th September 1946 by the 
Honourable Shri B. G. Kher, the Chief Minister of Bombay 
and Shri D. S. ~oshi, I.C.S., Deputy Secretary to Government of 
·Bombay, EducatiOn Department, and they were convinced that the 
estate could be fruitfully and usefnlly utilised for housing institutions 
as a;e mentioned in the Government Resolution. This question was 
considered by Government and the present Government Resolution 
was the result. 

BoMBAY LEGISLATIVE AssEMBLY. 

When the Bill-a measure to govern the Lord Reay Maharsshtra 
Industrial Museum-was intnduced to the Bombay Legislative 
Assembly by Honourable the Minister for Education, references were 
made to the questicn of housing the Mmeum. References were also 
made to Shanwar Wada as be'ng a suitable situation for the Museum 
building. (Bcmbay Legislative Assembly Debates, Official Report, 20fh 
February 1947, page 468.) It is worth noting that the Government 
Resolution regarding Shanwar Wada Committee bas a date in 
August 1947. So, what was voiced in the Assembly, was given effect 
to, by the Government Resolution. · 

. . In the report there is a reference to the Paone. City Municipality 
lnregard to a Museum. I would like to state that since 1896 the Poena 
City Municipality knew only cue Museum an~ it w~s the Lord Reay 
Maharashtra Industrial Museum. The M)lnicipality refused to a!Iow 
the Museum Fund to be frittered away en a garden as the. Museum 
Fund was never found forthatpurpose andmoreover,thatwonldhave 
meant a death-blow to the Museum Scheme. The Municipality was, 
however, prepared to place ali the Fund at the disposal of Govern
ment for a Museum, but the .then Government was not in favour of 
an Industrial Museum. 

I had differences of opinion in respect of \llajor issues and hence 
I am required to write this note of dissent to the Shanwar Wada 
Ccmmittee Report .. 

It is doubtful whether the majority report has confined its attention 
~nd has worked within t)lEj terms of reference. . 

lllq.V llk_N&_~ 
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The majority of membem is in favour of the restoration of the Shan
war Wads palace, and so far as restoration is concerned, I would like 
to support and advocate the restoration of the palace. They further go 
on to state that for the restoratioll of the Peshwa palace, no records are 
available but this is not an absolute fact. The existing plinths define 
to a vecy great extent, the lllltnre of the_ b~ldi~ B:s they exist~d. 
In India there are several contemporary bmldings eXIsting, from which 
a data for the restored building and a plan for the restoration can be 
drawn and it may not be p:)3sible virtually to have an exact replica, 
but the nearest approach to the then existing palace can be made and 
such a restoration will be feasible and justifiable. Jay Mahal in 
Gwalior and a palace in Tasgaon (District Satara) have been built on 
the model of the Shanwar Wada. The majority report states that by 
constructing on the plinths, the sanctity · and the purity will be 
affected, but it appeam to me a very far-fetched view. Fimt the repcrt 
says no data is available and no attempt should be made to build 
a building and if buildings are built on existing plinths, the sanctity 
and the chastity of the estate would be tampered with. If this argu
ment is to be accepted, any structure constructed on these premises 
may lead to the conclusion that it will mar the beauty and the sanctity 
of .the .monument. Especially a building designed and proposed by 
the majority of the membem for the purpose of a historical museum 
having so many limitations almost in all directions is definitely unsuited 
for the .same reasons. 

· My distinct and definite suggestion, therefore, is that the plan for the 
restoratimi of the Wada should be undertaken. We have an example 
of a restored monument at the Colonial Williamburg in Virginia in U. S. A . 

. The Peshwa palace in Poena, the Shanwar Wada, is not so old that 
any guess or very near approach about the structure is impossible. 
Buildings should be built on the existing plinths by "making as near 
an approach 8.$ possible to the Wada. That is the only way to restore 
this .magnificent estate to its original glory. Ii this is not possible, 
the estate. had better been left untouched an~ lin polluted as it is. 

As .the city ofPoona is rapidly expanding and is getting over-populated, 
.centraL prominent situations are becoming more and "more rare and 
the. city cannot afford to .keep it vacant as proposed. 

QUESTION oF SITE oF FoUB AoBES. 

The report has drawn the pointed attention of. Government to the fact 
that the -Maharashtra Industrial ~useum· possesses four acres of land. 

T~e-~usenm is planning permanent stru¢urel!for a lay-out of periodical 
exhi~nt10ns and the four acres of land the" Jl:tusenm now possesses are 
~:.equu:eddor structures -on .lines . on which . pehnanent buildings are 
co~Q!;?~ ~- London. at Olympia and 'Earl's Courts. The creport. 
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has extensively quoted the aims and objects of the Museum and organizing 
p~odical .ex!llbit!ons ~ a statutory functio~ and duty of the Museum 
and negotzat10ns m thlB regard are progressmg. We have to overhaul 
and re-organize our exhibitions in the State of Bombay and the Poona 
Museum proposes to lay the foundation of the modern exhibitions. 

' 
MAHARASRTRA. INDUSTRIAL MUSEUM,' 

MAliAru.SHTRA REGIONAL LIBRARY •. 

I do not agree 1that if the Wada is restored and the portion of the 
building is allocated for the housing of the Maharashtta Industrial 
Museum, it would pol!ute the sanctity and the chastity of the monument. 
I also do not agree that an allocation for the housing of the Library 
would not be in keeping with the traditions of the monument •. I have 
in this note echoed the voice of the President of the Maharashtra Regional 
Library. I do not entertain any doubt about the ·use of the Wada 

. had it existed in some such manner. 

Arguing at great length, the Committee sets out the following in relation 
to the Regional Library : (1) that the Regional Library building, if placed 
within the outer walls of the Shanwar Wada, will not look impressive, · 
(2) that the c;:opyright collection should be available to the University 
s~dents, and (3) that the Corporation should maintain ward libraries. · 

It is obvious that the points made by the Committee do not touch. I 
. the central issue .. That a building within the existing outer walls will · 
not present an imposing fa93de from a distance is a highly irrelevant issue . 
in connection with the location of the regional library, Our economic , 
resources do not permit us to think in terDIB of impressive public 
monuments ; we should be glad if we are able to provide in an humble 
way for basic requirements. A plain building, just sufficient for the 
library's needs, is all that the library cari at best hope for. 

The central location is required not so much for the copyright collec-· 
tion as for the free library and reading rooDIB. The crying need for the 
central free library is shown by the over-crowding in the present arrange
ments in the Gokhale Hall. This will remain even if the copy-right 
collection is taken to Ganeshkhind. ·· -~ central library with specialised 
rooDIB for newspapers and periodicals, for children and for women, eto. 
is an important requirement and an essential central feature of the 
Regional Library Movement. Reading rooDIB in various wards in Poona · 
City cannot take place of such a central library in the same way that 
the need cannot be fulfilled by the libraries in other towns and villages. 
Apart £rom the copy-right collection, it will house the collection of books 
on which other libraries throughout the region will draw and this central 
library will be the pioneer in all innovation and experinzents regarding 
free library facilities. Shanwar Wada is thus the ideal location for 
such a. library and the only- ava.ilabla one, at present, in Poona. 



USEs oF H~e:roRICAL Hous.Es;. 

If a survey of the uses _to which Historical Houses have been put is: 
made, a number of illuminating instances can be cited. A Peshwa. 
Estate in Nasik has hou..<ed a library and a Police. Chowki. In Saswad~ 
a Wada.,known as 1\Iastani Wada. has housed the Mamlatdar's Offices and 
a.part is used for Police Kotawali and a part is devoted to Treasury and 
a Prison. The last two are side by side. One or two instances may be 
cited of indifferent uses in Sa tara too; 

In Poona itself the well-known Hira Bagh is converted into a cricket 
stadium and the old Town Hall which is a Peshwa Estate has been the 
seat of a club. The Viehrambag Rajawada has been sold to the Pooria 
Municipality by Government and is now the seat of the City's Local 
Self-Government • 

. · What I want to state and bring out to the notice of the authorities 
concerned is the fact that there are no hard and fast rules about the use 
to which historical houses have been put. 

The Budhawar Wada in Poona with its only remammg plinth 
has _been demolished by the Corporation recently and has been converted 
i~to a public services stand. 

IJiL France which is a 'lery _ ancient country, there are hundreds of. 
examples in keeping with the above. In Paris itself, the world famous 
Louvre, a palace of the 13th or 14th century, has housed the richest and 
the.best Museums of the world. A portion of the Louvre has housed 
a large Departmental Stores. A part has housed a hotel and a restaurant 
and a part has been used as Government offices. 

On the continent and in the whole of Europe in a very large number of 
countries in the mid-17th to mid-18th century, palaces have been placed · 
at the disposal of Muse'ilms and have been converted into Museums. 
The fact has been mentioned in the Encyclopoodia Britannica and 
they have state<l that this has given an impetus to the Museum Move
ment in European countries. 

SUPPORT BY CoRPORATE BODIES AND OTHERS. 

The Resolutions of (1) the Poona City Municipality, (2) the Poona 
Suburban Municipality, (3) the District Local Board, welcoming the 
Government Resolution on Shan war Wada and extending support to the 
prdposal have been duly supported and recommended by the Collector 
and Commissioner, Central Division, and have been officially forwarded 
to the Shanwar Wada Committee and to Government. These have not 
been taken into consider,ltion and I press that Government take notice 
of ~hese as these are the Bodies that are primarily .concerned with this 
regtov. 
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There are several others who have done so. They are the :Maharash
tra Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, the Rotary Club Poona the 
Deccan Education Society, Poona, the :Mahratta Cham be; of Co~erce 
~D.~ ~ndustries, Poona, Shri Shiwaji :Maratha Society, Poona. s, me 
md1V1duals have also extended support to the same main idea. 
Amongst them are persons like Dr. Sir Raghunath P. Paranjpye, Kt., 
and others. . ci_ _ 

In t_he course of the proceedings of the working of the Committee, 
Dr. S1r Raghunath Paranjpye, a former_ Education :Minister of the 
Gove=ent of Bombay, has stated in the evicence that "You are 
making too much of the dead hand of time ". According to a story 
narrated by him this Wada would have long long ago been in the posses
s_ion of the Deccan Education Society. The late D. N. Kaushik, the then 
Director of Industries, Bombay, who had c•·me afresh to India frcm 
U. S. A. had emphatically stated that the :Maharashtra, :Museum should 
be housed in the Wada and had no doubt whatsoever in stating that 
this was an ideal and unquestionably excellent situation for that 
purpose. 

Shri J. S. Karandikar, Trustee, Kesari Mahratta, Poona, has sounded 
a note of warning and has empha~ised the need to put the Wada to use.· 
If it is not used now, he has expressed a fear that it may remain open· 
for some indifferent use. Kesari wrote two editorials extending 
a· welcome to the Gove=ent Resc-lution and supported the cause of· 
the three institutions, a triple alliance. 

:Mention ought to be made of some other papers such as Dnyanprakash, 
.Artha and Vyapari Mal!arasl!tra from Poona and Lokamanya frcm. 
Bcmbay, who have ungrudgingly welccmed the Government Resolution. 
and advocated the cause of the :Museum. 

In a private commuuication addressed to me by Shri Sardesai in July 
1949-which I did not place before the Committee, Shri Sardesai seems 
to have modified his views and expressed the opinion that the Govern
ment Resolution should he given effect to in its entirety, and that 
a handsome ccmmcdious edifice of three storeys can well be erected on · 
the old plinth of the Wada. Similarly in 1929 when the question cfthe 
'\ishrambag Wada was being discussed Shri Potdar had himself then· 
suggested that the Library and the Industrial :Museum could be housed 
in the rooms in the rampart without affecting their original character 
provided Vishrambag Wada was not available. 

CONTRADICTORY EviDENCE. 

Two Industrial Associations, namely, the :Maharashtra Chamber of 
Commerce, Bombay, and the :Maratha Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries, Poona, have unequivocally supported by specific resolutions 
the cause ·of the Museum building on the plinth. Whi.le their representa
tives in their oral evidence have expressed their perswal views which 
are in contradiction with the resolutions of their parent bcdies. 



STRUCTURE. 

A building in a building-project to be successful stands in need of some 
essential factors. They are (I) eminence or altitude, (2) openness on all 
sides, (3) sufficient open spacing or moving space when it is a ·public 
building, (4) natural north-lighting, (5) availability of and benefit of 
the westward breeze blowing in the eastern direction, (6) facing towards 
the east which is an essential feature of Indian Architecture and a good 
background. I think the present building project does not conform 
to any of these requirements. ' 

As nothing has been built on this site in the course of the last three 
centuries my argument is that this very site is the worst in the whole 
compound. And it is my request to G)veriunent that they should sub
mit my arguments to a very careful scrutiny if they are going to proceed 
with the project proposed. 

Referring to the mention ·of the Aundh State Museum and its ideal 
situation on a hill leads me to suggest that the prese!lt design and 
its location should be placed side by side (I) a building project on Parvati 
Hills and (2) the Pa.rnakuti on the Yeravda Hills in contrast and 
comparison with the present design and the location be considered 
and the History Mw;eum building be constructed on Parvati Hills 
having a historical background. The environs are due to undergo 
rapid improvements. as I understand. 

. Moreover as the proposal for this building and the Museum is not 
a proposal for a Museum related to an excavation and the excavated 
exhibits in the monument there iS no point in constructing a museum 
building under such very limited and restricted conditions in the Wada. 

· MAIN PURPOSE LOST SIGHT OF. 

The Shanwar Wada Committee was appointed by Government 
to. consider the question of accommodation and housing the Lord Reay 
Maharashtra Industrial Museum and the Regional Library, as will be seen 
from the terms of reference in the resolution quoted below paras. 2 and 3. 
The endeavours of the Committee have, however, beeu directed otherwise 

" (2) The Regional Library for Maharashtra requires buildings, 
the Lord Reay Industrial Museum finds its present 
accommod~tion quite inadequate ; and a historical museum 
can also be contemplated for location in the Shan war Wada. 

{3) With a view to consider the possibility of utilising the Shan war 
Wada in this respect and to prepare necessary plans and 
designs which would be in keeping with the architectural 
features of the Wada Government is pleased to appoint 
a committee in consultation with the Government of India." 
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The resolution has set out terms of reference and the report hilS not 
adhered to the terms, not only it has not adhered to them, but its working 
is ratl:ter ultra vires and as such this is a great drawback which deserves 
earnest consideration·. 

I would urge definitely and make a specific request and recommendation 
to the authorities dealing with this question that the Committee was 
appointed to consider the question of the housing of the Maharashtra 
Industrial Museum and the Library and as Museum and the Library 
in terms of the resolution stand first priority, no other scheme, therefore, 
be entertained before the Maharashtra Industrial Museum and the 
Library are first duly provided for. The question of accommodation 
of the Museum and the Library is very much overdue. It is my duty 
to represent the cause of the Museum and the Library. 

CONCLl;JSION. 

' A programme of reconstruction and restoration should be undertaken 
and buildings should be constructed where they once existed. The 
buildings should be Government buildings and their use should be 
permitted according to some rules. 

Housing should be given to the Maharashtra. Industrial· Museum, 
the Regional Library and the History Museum. 

Historical Buildings now existing imd historical records should be 
consulted and buildings should be designed as far as possible in keeping 
with the Maratha Period structures, wherever they are existing. 

If such a programme is not possible, the Wada. should be left alone 
$8 it is. 

B. V. GHARPURE, 
Member, Sha.nwar Wada. Committee 

and 
Curator and Secretary, Lord Rea.y 

Ma.harashtra Industrial Museum, Poona. 
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APPENDIX I, 

·L~T 011' WITNESSES EXAJIINED ·BY•·TBB . 
. COliMI~EE. 

1. Sbri D. V. Ambekar, Secretary, Servants of India Society, 

2, Shri N. G. Apte. 

3. Shri S. G. Barve, . I.fJ.S!, Municip&l ~-m~sio~er, P~o~ . . ' - ... 
4, Shri Bavdekar.-

6, Shri A. R. Bhat, Secretary, Maratha Qhmber of Comm_erce IU)!I_:Industri~ •. · 

6. Shri R. V. Bhidc;. J!".ari, 

7. Shri J,, S. Dabholkar, !fn.harashtra Chamber of Oomm~rcc. 

8. Shri D. R. GadgU, Cnairman, !fnharash~ J:legi~nal Library Commit~. 

9. Shri V, A. Gadkari. 

10. Shri B. V. Gharpnre, Curator, Lord Reay !fnhara•hPndndustrial Museum, Poo"!', 

11. Shrimati Sumatihai Gore, M.L.A. 

12. Dr. R. G. Harsha. 

13. Shri H. V. Kane, ~-~rashtra _Karkhandar Sangh. 

14. Shri J. S. Ka.ra.ndikar, former Editor of Kaari. 

15. Shri D. G. Karve. 

16. Shri D. N. Kaushik, Director of Industries, 

17. Dr. B. C. Lagu, !f.L.A. 

18 •. Shri Q, M. Muneer, Direotor of Archaeology, Pakistan. 

19. Shri Jagannath !fnharaj Pandit, Secretary, Lord Reay · M'ahara•htra 
Industrial MusPum, PoolUI. 

20. Shri R. P, Paranjpe. 

21. Dr, N. B. Parulekar, Editor ·"Sakal",· 

22. Shri R. P. Patvardhan. 

23. Shri D. V. Potdar. 

24. Shri B. N. SallllJ!. ,Presic!ent, Poona City !fu¢oipality. 

25. Shri G. S, Sardesai. 

26. Shri D. G. Vinod, 

27. Shri M. R. Yardi, I.C.S. 

JI!O·vBk Na 24-9 
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APPENDixn. 

I.JST OJ' Wrn<ESBBB AND INsTlTU'l'IONS WHO Btrmm"l''ID 

WBITTJON MEMORANDA. 

l1181itutiono. 

1. Deccan Education Society, Poona. 

2. Lord Reay Mabal'ashtra Industrial Museum, Poona. 

3. Mahat'aehtra Chamber of Commerre, llombay. (") 

4. Mahal'aohtra Karkhandar Sangh, Poona, (") 

5. Mahal'ashtra Provincial Congress Commi-, Poona. (") 

6. M&ratba Chamber of Commerce and Industries, Poona. (") 

7. Poona District Local. lloard. (0 ) 

8. Poona Suburban Muoicip&lity. (") 
',._-, ... -. 

9. Rotary .Club• oLPoona.'(*i, 
. • J -· ; ~ 

10. Shivaii'~OJ'atha Society:·(,) .. . .. ' ,. /, 

11. Mahar~~.Re¥ior:-'5'J~ Committee. • 

(Note,,-(") Submitteed a l'eSolution only). 

1. Sbri Shani<arrao Deo. 

2 • Shri. H. Goetz. 

3. . Sbri 11. s. Hirey. 

4. Shri Cowasji Jehangir. 

5. Principal V, K. Joag. 

6. Shri N. S. Joshi, Ret~ Superintending Enginoer. 

7. Dr. P.M. Joshi, Director of Archives, 11om bay. 

8. S.ilri Kakasabeb Kalelkar. 

9. Sbri G. H. Khare, llharat ltiha"& Samshodhak'Mandal, Poona. 

10. Shri N. R. Phatak, Mahal'aohtra Sahitya P~hacL 

11. Sbri G. G. Rairkar. 

l2. DW>otc.>r of parl<a aJll} Gardens, 
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[ Thu fltaJl wu found with Shri lf.BB1Hw Narayan ManoUlear of 
Poona. No e:cact information is atJailable above its !Wthor or rlate.] 
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APPENDIX IV. 

Two PHOTOGRAPHS OF m SIIA!IWAR \VADA BEFORE EXCAVATION. 
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APPENDIX. V. 

DESIGNS,~ PLANS AND ESTEMATES 011' THE PROPOSED MUSEUM OF 
M;A.RA.THA. HlSTORY AND CULTURE •. 

No. P-47/1407 of 1950. 

Office of the Archit•ct to Govern. 
ment, Public Works DomutJD.ent, 
Bombay 1. · . • 
6th December, 1950. 

']he Chairman, Sha.nwar ~ada Committee. 

Snbject.-Propo.!!:ed construction of }Iusoum and Art Galle~y 
at Shanwar "Wada, Poor.a. 

As desired by you, I am enclosing herewith the revised plans elevations and 
sections of the propo!'led Museum and Art Gallery at Shanwar 'Vada for attaching 
to your· report.: I have shown these plans to Shri L. V. Sathe, Architect, o.nd he 
feels that the, entrances to the East- ancl 'Vest \Vings may . be suitably shifted 
towards the bastion end. This is a slight modification and oan be ensil.\r incor
porated in the plans at a later stage if so desired. I also enclose herein statement 
of cubic contents and approximate cost of the buildings for ·your guidance. The 
pro-posal contains the following accommodation :-

Wut Wing.-

Basement 

Ground floor 

Easl Wing.

DasemQilt 

Ground floor 

Library 

~tack Room 

100'-0' X 18'-0", 

18'--0" X 11'--0". 

General . St.ore Service 39'-0"' X 13'-3'. 
Staircase. 

Decorative Entrance Hall 22'-0" X 11'-6". 
and Vestibule. 

Two Museum Halls with ·62'-6" X 18'-0"". 
movable screens each. 

Ladies' Lavatory 18'-0"' X 8'-0"". 

Entrance Lobby 16'--0" X 12'--0". 

Two Halls for ancient 58'--0" X 18'-0-". 
monuments each. 

Store Room 9'-0' X 9'-0"'. 

Decorative Entrance Hall . 22'-0"' X 11'-6". 
with Yestibule. 

Leoture Hall with stage 58'-0"' X 18'-0"". 
attached. 

Exhibition Hall with 49'--0" X 18'-0'. 
movable screens. 

Curator's Room 

Gents' Lavatory 18'--0" x 8'--0". 
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2. Due to the limited opeu air space, the Rolls are lighted and ventilated by 
providing sky lights as shown in the plans. The floor heights of the East and 
West Wings are &!I follows:- -

Basement 9'-0' (cle&r). 

Ground floor with 3 feet 
high skylights 18'-0• (clear). 

Both the wings have been provided With decorative T. W. moulded balconies 
5 feet wide representing the traditional Architectural style of the Peshwa. Period. 
The main entrances to the respective wings are also in keeping with the fort\fied 
characteristic features of the Sha.nwa.r W ada.. Space for sculptural panels depicting 
Ma.ratha. and Peshwa History can be suitably reserved just over the main entTance Arch. 
~he two wings, i.e., East and West in the precinct-s of the Shanwar Wadu 
as shown in the accompanying site plan fully satisfy the requirements of the 
Architectural Department of the Government of India. The total estimated cost 
as per statement attached will be approximately Rs, 4,11,500 say Rs, 4-,12,000 at 
the rate of Rs. 2 per O.ft. 

6th December 1950, 
(Signed) M. K. JADHA V, 

Architect to Government. 
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EBTDIAT!I. 

For llae Propolltd """""m and Art GaUery al Shanwar W ada, Poona. 

Description of Floor. 

Basement 

Ground ftoor 

Entrance Vestibule 

Balconies 2 No!'J, 

Topligbt 

Steps, ete. 

Total Cubago 

Total Cost 

Description of ftoor. 

Ba!'lement 

Ground floor 

Entmnco Vestibule 

Balconies 2 Nos. 

Topligbts, ote. 

Steps, otc ••• 

Total Cubago 

Total Cost 

East Wing Estimat-e 

Sizes. 

153' X 21' X 9'- 0" 

153' X 21' X 19'- 6• 

5' X 20' X 28' -0" 

6' X 36' X 16'- 0" 

10' X 50' X 3'-0" 

4' X 23' X 2' -0" 

(Museum). 

Cuhago. 

C.ft. 
28,917 

62,653·6 

2,800 

6,760 

1,600 

190 

1,01,820·6 

WEsT WING EsTIMATE. 

(Art GaUery). 

Sizes. Cubago. 

C.ft. 
166' X 21' X 9'- ()" 29,296 

166' X 21' X 19'- 6•. 63,472·6 

6'X 20' X 28' -0" 2,800 

5'x 36' x 16'-0' 6,760 

10' X 80' X 3'-o· 2,400 

4'X23'x 2'- o· 190 

........ 1,03,917•6 

.......... . ....... 
Total estimated cost for East and West Wings 

aay 

Cost at Rs. 2 per C.ft. 

Rs. 2,03,641 

Cost at Rs. 2 per C. ft. 

Rs. 2,07,835 

Rs. 4,11,476 
Rs. 4,11,600 
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APPENDIX VI. 

PLAN OF THE PROPOSED MUNICIPAL GARDEtf 
OPPOSITE THE SHANWAR WADA. 


