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PREFACE 

At their thirteenth meeting held at Bombay in January. 
1947, the Central Advisory Board of Education considered 
the report of the committee on Basic English in relation to the 
Indian Educational System and endorsed the views expressed 
therein that Basic English cannot be considered as a really 
satisfactory method of teaching of English language to 
beginners in India nor is it an adequate medium for Scient.ific 
communications and publications. 

It was reported that an experiment in Basic English with the 
help of experts in Hyderabad State had be en abandoned, as it 
did not yield the desired result. . The Board accordingly adopted 
the report of the Committee. - · 



REPORT OF THE BASIC ENGLISH COMMITTEE OF THE 
CENTRAL ADVISORY BOARD OF EDUCATION IN INDIA, 

1946 

1. At fheir Tenth Meeting held at Baroda in January 1944, the Cen­
tral Advisory Board of Education, as a result of a discussion on the ques­
tion of Basic English in relation to the Indian Educational system autho­
rised the Educational Adviser to the Government of India to appoint a 
·Committee to report on the matter, as and when he considered it 
-necessary. 

2. In view of the interest taken in Basic English in En~land and America 
and the fact that the Inter-Departmental Committee on .Busic English 
·in the United Kingdom are awaiting a report on the position of Basic 
English in India, the Educational Adviser to the Government of India 
set up the following committee to investigate this subject, with parti­
-cular reference to the possible uses of Basic English in regard to plans 
for Educational development in this country:-

(a) A. K. Chanda, Esq., M.A., I. E. S., D. P.l., Bengal. 

(b) Professor Amaranatha Jha, M.A., F.R.S. L., Vice-Chancellor 
Allahabad University. 

(cj Prof. M. S. Doraiswamy, :M. A. L. 1'., B. A. (Hone.) Oxon, 
· Deptt. of Englis)l, Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

(d) A. S. Khan, Esq., C. l E., M. Sc., I. E. S., D. P .. t., Bihar 
Patna. 

{t) K. G. Saiyidain, Esq., M. Ed. (L~ds), Educational Adviser 
Rampur State, Rampur. 

(/) Sir John Sargent, Educational Adviser to the Government of 
India. 

(g) Dr. S. R. U. Savoor, M.A., D. Sc., I. E. S., D.P. I., Madras. 
{h) Prof, N. K. Siddhanta, M.A. (Cantab.), Lucknow University. 
(i) Dr. D. M. Sen, M. A., Ph. D., Deputy Educational Adviser io 

the Government of India. 
(j) Mrs. P. Johari, M.A., L. T., T. D. (Lond.), Education Officer 

Government of India. ' 

3. The Educational Adviser to the Government of India appointed 
G'rofessor Amaranatha Jha as Chairman of the Committee. 

4. At the ins~nce of the Chairman of the Committee, the Educa­
tional Adviser to the Government of India invited the following additional 
"'ember to serve on the Committee:-

Professor Diwan Chand Sharma, Chairman, English Committee 
Punjab University, Lahore. 
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IS. The Committee met at Simla. on the 20th and 21st of l'rfay, 1946·. 

The following member~ were present :­
Professor Amaranatha Jha. (Chairman). 
Professor M.S. Doraiswamy. 
A. K. Chanda, Esq. 
A. S. Khan, Esq. 
K. G. Saiyidain, Esq. 
Sir John Sargent. 
Dr. D. M. Sen. 
Prof. N. K. Siddhanta. 
Prof. Diwan Chand Sharma. 
Mrs. P. J ohari (Secretary). 
Th(' follo~ing member was unable to attend:­
Dr. S. R. U. Savoor. ·• 

6. The Agenda which the ~Committee considered is set out in. 
Annexure A. · 

The following additional papers werti circulated to the members :­

(1) A note on Basic English by Professor Amaranatha Jha, M.A .• 
F. R. S. L., Vice-Chancellor, .. Allahabad University. 
(Annexure B-i). 

(2) A note on Basic English by the Director of Public Instruction, 
Madras (Annexure B-ii). 

(3) Report on the working'of Basic English in St .. Joseph's High 
School, Chingleput, Madras Presidency. (Annexure B-iii) .. 

(4) Report on tl1e working of Basic English in the Ganapathy 
High School, Mangalore (Annexure B-iv). 

(5) A note on experiments carried out in Basic English in the 
Hyderabad State (Annexure B·v). 

(6) Extracts from a note on Basic English by the Educational 
Adviser to the Government of India, prepared for the Sec­
retary of State for India (Annexure B-vi). 

(7) Extracts from "A critical examination of Basic English " 
issued by the Department of Educational Research of the 
University of Toronto (Annexure B-vii -Not printed). 

( &) J~DlMI'tJJ!i18i:~t~PiinrJQJ!iicJ:]!l~l.lis1r~d~Otl.tJtH;~e­
n~~liMf8esttfiltnllAtii& ~rinBtllfii)t"nited 

:({ingdom. . 
The followmg papers were laid on the table :-



8 . 

'(2) A critical examination of Basic English-Bulletin N'o.2 of the 
Department of Educational Re•P~rch, Ontario College 
of Education, University of TorontP, by llf. P. West E. 
Swenson and others. 

(3) A confidential note containing the '·iews of His Majesty's 
Minister at Kabul. 

(4) A confidential note containing the views ofHis .Majesty's 
Minister at Teheran. 

7. The Chairman initiated the Committee's dclibemtions by requcst­
·ing the Educational Adviser to the Government of India to give an ac· 
count of the genesis of the Basic English Committee. The latter while 
narrating the facts (paragraphs I and 2) that led to the formation of tide 
·Committee informed the members that His Majesty's Governm(·nt were 
desirous to investigate the possibility of introducing Basic Engli"h in· 
India. The Chairman further intinmed the member• that tl•c Educa­
tional Adviser to the Government of India was present by invitation, 
.at the first meeting of tlie Inter-Departmental Committee and hnd made 
a statement on the position of Basic English in India, wlwre alrPady 
some experiments to promote its use had been made. The Educational 
Adviser had agreed to take up the general question of Basic EngliHh in 
India; and, the Inter-Departmental Committee were awaiting his report. 

S. The Chairman then read out the following extract from a letter 
-of the Educational Adviser on the subject :-

"I realise that there has not been much enthusiasm for Basic English 
hitherto in India and I am not myself convinced that it is of very great 
value for those.who have the. time and ability to learn ordinary English 
properly. It is, however, possible tl1at if English is to be taught in our 
middle schools or to older people who will not have time to master the 
ordinary language, and Provincial representatives at the meeting of the 
Central Advisory Board had argued strongly in favour of some EngliHh 
being taught at these stages-the Basic syRtem may have a certain utility" 
The Chairman expressed agreement witb tl1is view and invited the Com­
mittee to consider in the light of this the advisability of introducing Bnsic 
English in Senior Basic (Middle) Schools which in the n~ Educational 
system proposed for the country will be the finishing schools for the great 
majority of the population. 

9. To begin with, the outcome of experiments in Basic F.nglieh al­
ready carried out in the major Provinces and States in India was <lisrusscd. 
It was observed that with the exception of Orissa and llfndras the ex­
periment had proved a failure in the majority of (•ascs, and thcrefon• 
had to be abandoned. Some of the main difficulties in t.hc wa v had 
been the expense involved, the problem of securing teachers cffic.iPntly 
trained in Basic English, the problem of switching over from Basic to 
normal English and the fact that text-books in Basic English were more 
expensive. The Committee also noted that the maximum time of three 
years given to any one experiment was insufficient to enable any decisive 
conclusion being arrived at as to the worth of Basic English. 
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The question was raised as to whether it would not be useful to work 
out a simplification of the English language, other than the :Basic, which 
would more suit Indian conditions and needs. In the Punjab some work 
had been done towards evolving a limited vocabulary-other than the 
:Basic vocabulary-for use upto the middle stage of education. It was 
argued, however, that from the international viewpoint the adoption of 
Basic English would be more useful, sin~e it would afford a broad basis 
for inter-communication between countries at least in the restricted 
sphere of trade, etc., on condition of course that Basic English came to-
b~ internationatly accepted. 1 

10. In the opinion of some members, Ba8ic English was not really 
much of a simplification, the limitation of vocabulary when confronted 
with the very limited number of verbs which the Basic system allowed,. 
only led to a more involved grammar and syntax which students found· 
difficult to master. In tact, it was pointed out, long years of experience· 
of teaching English in this country showed that it was not the large vo­
cabulary of normal English that was the real problem ; but pronuncia·· 
tion, and, even more so, the grammatical structure of the language which 
proved a stumbling block. The peculiar sentence structure which the 
cutting down of verbs in the Basic system involved made this particular 
problem even more difficult of solution. Moreover, from the point of 
view of children themselves, particularly in the age group II to 14 which 
would be the normal at the Senior Basic (Middle} stage, the involved· 
sentence structure which a limited vocabulary and a more limited verbaL 
system necessitated, and which in its turn therefore made a greater de­
round on the rationul and logical powers of the pupils, would be un­
suited for the 1nentullevel of the age·gr:>up under consideration. 

11. If, l1owever, the claim of the protagonists of the :Basfc aystem 
that two years is sufficient for gaining mastery over the language is 
correct, it. would be worthwhile to give it a trial in the 3 ·years of Senior­
Basic (Middle) Schools where it had been decided to allow English as an 
optional subject for those who were keen on offering it. Another argu­
ment in f>wour of trying out Basic English in this type of school is ·that 
the tllllin objective of pupils offering English in Seruor Basic {Middle)· 
Schools would be purely utilitarian, rather than cultural or academic. 
A reasonnble command over the language rather than appreciation of its 
Jitcmturc would be the motive of pupils in these schools. 

12. In view, further, of the time taken to acquire a reasonable mas­
tery of Bneio English, which Js claimed to be two years as against the 
accepted six for normal English, and the possibility of Basic English 
being more widely adopted in England and America and other countries 
of the world, the Committee were of opinion that it would be advisable 
to carry out a controlled experiment under more or less identical condi· 
tions, as between Basic and Standard English, and watch for results be· 
fore taking any final decision. In order to give the experiment a fair· 
chance, it was furter dcided that it should be triEd for 6 years so that 
it would be possible to watch two generations of pupils in the Senior • 
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Bailie (Middle) Schools before drawing conclusion&. After detailed dia­
CUBIIion the CoiJllllittee came to the following conclusions :-

(1) That for a period of 6 years in the first instance, Bailie English 
should be taught in some Senior Basic (Middle) Schools 
and Standard English in others ; so far as practicable under 
identical conditions and by equally competent and trained 
teaoherb, 

(2) At the end of this period of six years the position should be· 
reviewed with the object of determining whether Basic 
English is quicker and easier to acquire, and if so whether 
it gives the pupils the requisite ability to use English for 
purposes of everyday life. · 

(3)1limultaneously, an endeavour should be made to examine· 
and work out various plans and schemes for improving 
and simplifying the teaching of English at this stage. 

(4) It would be necessary to ensure that the price of books in Basic· 
. English approximates to that of other books of the same 

standard. 
( 5) It would be necessary to ensure that Basic Text-books used in. 

India will suit Indian conditions. · 
13. The Committee next turned their attention to a consideration· 

of the value of Basic English for those who wish to proceed to some form 
of higher education after the mid<Ue stage. 

As a preliminary to this issue, the CoiJllllittee considered it necessary 
to determine the objective of teaching English at the post-middle or 
Seoondary stage. They were of opinion that three things should be ex­
pected from students of English in Secondary or High Schools :-

. (a) ,Comprehension of fairly complicated ideas. 
(b) Expression of fairly complicated ideas. 
(c) More comprehensive contact with and some appreciation of 

literature. 

Their final view was that in order to achieve this object only standard 
English should be taught in Secondary schools. 

. 14. It was also pointed out that the supporters of Basic English d Qo 

not claim that Basic will lead to Standard English, but to what they call 
" wider " English. The question, therefore, of traDRition from Basic to 
Standard English will need very careful examination and investigation. 
It was suggested, and the Committee accepted the view, that in the 3rd 
or final year of the Senior Basic (Middle) Schools and in the 4th or 1st 
year of High schools, the English course should be approximated so as to­
eaee the transition from Basio to normal English for those who &,re to be 
transferred to High Schools from the Senior Basic (Middle) Schools, at 
least so long as the experiment mentioned in paragraph 12 (a) laats, and· 
if the conclusions are favourable. This investigation should, however 
be made _quite independently of the experiment and without causing any­
interference to it. 
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.. 15. In the light of the above, it was further decided that Basic Eng~sh 

-would not prove useful as a. method for the teaching. of Standard English· 
"to beginners. Additional arguments put forward In the course of the 
discussion against the adoption of Basic English as a. method for the teach­
ing of Standard English to beginners were :-

(a) Basic English involves a. strictly intellectual selection of 
words, and is, therefore, too abstract for children. , 

(b) The limitation of vocabulary which results in cutting down 
the a.bjectives and description words makes the vocabulary 
bleak and lacking in imaginative content, and therefore 
unsuited for use by young children. 

{c) Due to reduct.ion of verbs to a minimum, construction of sen­
tences and grammatical structure in Basic English becon•e 
very different from that of sta.ndra.d English. This has to 
be to a. very great extent unlearnt before normal English 
construction can be mastered. 

(d) Restriction of vocabulary and involved grammatical structure 
necessitates abstract thinking which children are not capable 
of. 

16. In regard to tho place of Baotc English in Adult education, it 
was felt that it is necessary to keep in mind the particular t:vpc of adult 
-education which ha.• to he ca.tered for; whether it is mere literacy, or 
adult education proper in the sense of further Continuation Education. 
The motive in the one case is utilitarian ; in the other, largely cultural. 
For the la.tter, the Committee felt, Basic English would not be of much 
use. For those adults, however, who possess a knowledge of their mother­
tongue, but who wish to acquire a. working knowlt-dge of English for mainly 
utilitaria.n purposes, Basic English is likely to prove more useful than 
Sta11dard English, particularly since )t can be more quickly acquired. 

The Commiutee finally decided that provision should be made for the 
teaching of both Standard and Basic English-for such adults as desire 
to have a knowledge of English--Standard for those who desire it for 
cultural purposes and Basic for those wl10 have limited time at their dis­
posal and who wish to acquire a knowledge of English for strictly utili-
tarian purposes. . · 

17. The Committee proceeded to assess the claim of Basic English 
as an international auxiliary a.nd administrative language. Relevant 
extracts rood out by the Chairman from the Report of the Inter-Depart­
mental Committe.-, on Basic English, 1945, brought out the following:-

" From replies recieved from His Majesty's Representatives abroad, 
un the question of the best way of giving effect to the encouragement of 
the spread of Basic English as a.n int-ernational auxiliary language, it 
~ppears that ~m the wh?le His Majesty's Representatives anticipate that 
1t would be difficult to mtroduce Basic English as an international a.uxi-· 
Iiary language in countries where normal English is widely spoken· ....•• 
A< Of replies received from 38 countries, 12 reported favourably on the. 
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_prospects of certain activities connected with Basic English, while ll 
were definitely unfavourable. Most of the remaining reports maintained 

. a neutral attitude, awaitmg future developments .......... ". 
18. The Committee felt that 'at the present stuge' thPy were not in 

. a. position to offer a.ny decisive opinion on this question of Busic Engli•h 

.a.s a.n inter-national auxiliary. They could however, with more certainty 
sa.y that a.s a.n international administrative langunge, Basic English 
would not be suitable. They considered that for contacts on a high level, 
either diplom~ttic or cultural, Basic English would be unsuited at Inter­
national gatherings. For this, in the opinion of some members, Standard 
English, for all practical purposes, is already used as an inter-nntional 
medium and therefore the need for Basic Engli8h did not arisP. The 
-l~tter may be of value for developing contacts to a limited extent und up 
to a. restricted level between common people, particularly in the sphere 
of trade and business. 

19. The genera.! opinion was that unt.il Busic Engli"h has won n wider 
recognition as an international auxiliary, this Committee would not re­
commend any action being taken in this direction. If it is modified 
and if the world at large accepts it, then would be the time to consirlcr 
-its value as an international auxiliary with reference to Indian ('ondi­
tions and requirements. 

20. Finally, the Committee considered the suitability of Basic English 
to meet scientific. and technical requirements. It was noted tl1at advo­
cates of Basic English claim that with the addition of 150 words fur 

-science to the normal 850 of which the Basic English vocabulary i8 cum­
posed, it can provide a means whereby" any scientific congress or periodi­

-cal can achieve internationalism." The total" 1000 "wc.rds vocabulary 
is" equivalent to approximately 10,000 words in an;v other simplification 
hitherto attempted.'!t It was suggested that in the absence of sufficient 
data on the subject the Committee was not in a posit ion to say whether 
Basic English would serve a useful purpose in the scir-ntific and technical 
sphere. Some members felt that advice from Scientific and technical 
·experts might be obtained in this connection. 

21. The Committee as n whole, however, d1d not find the claim of 
the supporters of Basic English very convincing. While they were in 
favour of simple English for purposes of Scientific publications for inter­
national use, they felt that Ba•ic English is not a precise and adequate 
medium for scientific communications and publications. 

22. A Summary oj main conclu.siO?IB-
1. That for a period of 6 years in the first instance Basic EngliHh 

, should be taught in some Senior Basic Schools and Standard English in 
others ; as far as practicable under identical conditions and by equally 
-competent and trained teachers. 

2. At the end of this period of 6 years t-he position should be reviewed 
with the object of determining whether BasiC English is quickr.-r and 
~sier to acquire, and if so whether it gives to the pupils the requisite 
.ability to use English for purposes of everyday life. 

•Baoio English bJ C. K. Ojldon. 
t[bid. 
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3. Simultaneously an endeavour Hhould be m~<de t.o examine and· 

work out various plans and schemes for improving and simplifying the· 
teaching of English at this stage. 

4. lt would be necessary to ensure that the price of books in Basic· 
English approximate to that of other books of the same standard. 

5. It would be necessary to ensure that Basic Text-books used in 
India will suit Indian conditions. 

6. In th& Secondary Schools only Standard English should be· 
taught. 

7. The question of transition from Basic to Standard English needs. 
very careful examination. In the 3rd or final year of the Senior Basio 
(Middle) Schools and in t-he 4th or first year of High Schools, the English­
course should be approximated so as to ease the transition from Basic· 

' to normal English for those who are to be transferred to Htgi). Schools 
from Senior Basic (Middle) Schools. 

8. The Committee does not think that Basic English can prove· 
useful as a method for the teaching of Standard English to beginners. 

9. The Comtnittee considers that provision should be made for the· 
teaching of both Standard and Basic English for such adults as desire to 
have a knowledge of English-Standard for those who desire it for cultural 
purposes and Basic for those have limited time at their disposal and who 
wtsh to acquire a knowledge of English for strictly utilitarian purposeE. 

10. The Committee does not consider that Basic English is suitable 
for use at international gatherings. 

11. Basic English is not a precise and adequate medium for Scientific• 
Communications and pub!iCR-tions. 
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ANNEXURE A 

AGENDA 
CBN'I'IUL .ADVIBOBY BoABD or Enuo.A.TIOK n1 lll'nlA 

\. Btuie E111}liah Committee 

1. To consider the question of Basic English in relation to thl'l Indian· 
Educational system, with particular reference to :-

(a) the extent to which it could prove useful as a method for the reaching 
of Standard English to beginners, 

(b) its introduction in Senior Basio (Middle) Schools, which in the New 
Educational System proposed for the country will be the finishing 
Schools for the grEat majority of the population, 

(c) its value for those who wish to proceed to some form of higher eduoa· 
tion after the Middle stage, 

(d) Its place in adult education. 
2. To assess the claim of Basic English as an international auxiliary and 

administrative language with special reference to Indian conditions and require· 
mente 

3. To consider the suitability of Basic English to meet scientific and teoh· · 
nical requirements. -- · 

ANNEXURE B (i) 
CENTRAL ADVIEOBY Bo.A.BD or EnuO.lTION Ill hmu 

Baaic E111}li•h Committee 

A note on Basic English by Profes8or Amaranatha Jha, M.A., F.R.B.L., 
Vice-Chancellor, Allahabad University. 

What u Baoic .Mt14li81t 
It is best to begin by stating what Basic English both is and is not. 
1. It is a limited, restricted form of English,- restricted in vocabulary as 

well as in ite constructional and syntactical forms. It has a basic words-store 
of 850 words made up of 600 nouns, 150 adjectives, and a 100 other words, of 
which no more than 18 are verbs as we commonly know them. And ite gram· 
mar is reduced to five basic rules, the exceptions to which are few and unim­
portant. 

2. It is meant to serve two purposes : 
(a/ To be an internntional auxiliary language. The very name auggest 

this, " Basic " being made up of the initial letters of British, 
scientific, international and Commercial. 

(b) To be a rational and simple introduction to normal English for thoae 
who wish to go beyond it. 

In theory, therefore, .... if not in practice as well Basic is neither a pidgin 
English nor a substitute for Normal or Complete English. It is claimed that 
while the user of Basic will be unable to rise to the full height of emotional and 
literary expression, he will, at the same time, possesa a medium which is both 
eomplete in iteelf for the needs of all ordinary expression, and grammatical. 
Indeed, if the user of Basio wishes to p888 on to Normal English, he will doubt­
lees have +o learn some more words and some more oonstruotions, but he will no­
need to unlearn anything he has already learnt. 
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As much by way of a demonstration of what Basic looks like and reads 

:like ae by way of recapitulation, I quote the following from an address, in 
Baeic, Delivered by Professor T, H. Robinson at a Conference to discuss Basic 
.English held in London in April, 1944 : 

" It is true that Basic is not a complete form of English but it is certainly 
not the mass of errors and wrong forms pictured in the minds of 
some of our friends. After learning Basic a person would be in 
a position to go still further, building up a knowledge of the full 
language on what he had got in the earlier stages. 

But if it is not bad English, at least in the sense of being full of errors, it 
is certainly limited English, and limited in two ways. One of 
these is the number of words which may be used, and the other 
in the forms these words may take." 

-Battle4 over B08ic- -
The Basic system and the claims made for it have provoked much criti-

cism. The arguments brought fozward in dis;Jaragement of Basic fall 11nd er 
three heads : 

I. The Inadequacy of the Vocabulary. 
II. The Paucity of Verbs. 

III. The futility of Basic. 
Let us summarise the controversies on each ofth •se points. 

1. The Inadequacy of the vocabulary­
The critics of Basic have argued that:-
(i) The limitation of the vocabulary makes for the omiSsion of words 

as necessary as those 'ncluded. Thus friend is included but not 
enems, pula to b t not onion ; door but not Gate ; Collar but not 
tie, etc. 

(ii) The restricted vocabulary available to the use of Basic compels him 
to resort to circumlocution and makes his utterance wordy and 
periphrastic. Thus, for enemy, he has to say something like 
" not a friend " or " tho man who was full of hate for .......• ", 
and so on. 

(iii) There is very often even a certain distortion of meaning and one 
ends by saying not what one would but what the verbal resources 
of the language will allow. Thus, " not a friend ", is an approxi­
mation to, not an equivalent for, " enemy", nor is " unmarried 
woman " the same necessarily as a " virgin ". 

(iv) The greatest difficulties for the foreigner are presented, not by the 
enormous extent of the vocabulary of English, but by its pronun­
ciations, idiomatic locutions and grammatical structure. Words, 
as words, are comparatively easily memorised. 

'()n the other hand the champions of Basic maintain that :-
(a) The whole secret of the success of Basic is in the way it has reduced 

to the barest minimum the huge vocabulary of English and 
reduced it not arbitrarily but in such a way that only the most 
useful words-and not merely those that occur most frequently 
--are retained. Thus the word no can do duty easily enough 
for ri<k, driwe, cycl!, motor, fly and other specific verbs of this 
kind. Likewise, group can serve in place of flock, herd, bevy, 
and all the other specific oolleotives in normal English. All this 
surely helps the beginner. 



11 
(b), The limitation of words is not so rigid as some supposP, The Basio· 
· · · 850 words can be augmented by-
(i) technical words ; 
(ii) forming compound words like footprint from foot and print ; 

overcome from over and come, etc ; and 
(iii) by adding suffixes li.ke-er-, est-, -ed-, -ing. to ordinary words, or 

of prefixes like un. 
(c) It is true that Basic needs more words for an utterance than Normal 

English, because its idiom is more analytical as a rule. But then 
just because Basic is e.nalytical it is an instrument. of precision 
and makes for lucidity in uttorance. Nor is it justifiable to think 
that the larger your vocabulary tho greater mu'-t be your power 
of expression. On tho contrary you s.ro in danger of boing tho 
victim of your words rather than their mast or. Indeod it would 
be a good thing for many a user of English if ho was obliged to 
express himself only in Basic for a tim<~. 

(d) Those who ridicule Basic locutions do so for the moAt part by citing 
- bad Basic. For Basic, not less than Normal English, can bo 

badly used. 

II. Tbe Paucity of Verbs-
Those who disapprove of Basic maintain that:-

(i) The verb is the central element of English idiom, and yet it is the 
verbs that suffer most in Basic. As one critic puts it : "Tho 
strength of English lying in the verb, Basic is in a peculiar 
degree a deformation of Engliah speech" (G. W. Young, in 
S. P. E. Tract LXII). 

(ii) The reduction of the verbs to 18 gives a misleading idea of tho 
larguage to foreigners. 

(iii) Foreigners are used to irregular verbs and English verbs are not 
so irregular after all. · 

(iv) Tbe verbal idioms that replace most orginary verbs in Basic •••. 
like put up w•th for tolerate •...•.•. are not easily mastered 
by foreigners. 

(t>} Avoidance of tho verb leads not only to olumsy circumlocutions 
but also to ambiguity. Thus " I have a knowledge of" is not 
always the same as " I know" ; but the u&er of Basic caMot 
sa.y " I know ". 

The arguments urged on behalf of Baste are :-
(a) It all depends on what you calla. verb. If" enter" is a verb,so also 

for all pra.ctical purposes is "go in"; if" climb ",so a.lso " go. 
up", if" dMcend ",tiC also" go down". 

(b) "Ma.ke a mista.ke "is no less English than "err ", "ma.ke an end 
of "than "finish ". In fact, ouch verbal idioms as Basio 
obliges one to use are one of the most characteristic fea.tures 
of ra.oy Eniliab. 

c) Of course the idioms ha.ve to be mastered by the learner of Basic, hut 
the )pa.rner of Normal Engliah cannot a. void them either. 
For, aa said above, such verbal idioms are a pronounoed~ 
fea.tures of Engliah and O&l'not be a. voided any way. 
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(d) Irregularities and complications in a language aoquired as an auxi­

liary present much greater difficulties than .even greater eccen­
tricities in the native tongue. Every attempt must be made, 
therefore, to ligh ton the load on the memory of the foreigner 
learning Ez>glish. And as for what he may think of English, 
he will now hotter when he moves on from Basic to Normal 
Englillh, if he ever does move on, and in any esse what difference 
does his opinion make to his use of Basic or to an Englishman's 
use of English t 

Ill. The futility of Basic :-
Lastly the critics of Basic urge that if the auxiliary langur.ge of the world 

has to be English let it be Normal English. Instead of spending 
one's time o,cquiring Basic one mo.y o,s well acquire the genuine 
article. For, 

(i) The phonetic difficulties o,re as great in Basic as in Normal English. 
(ii) Basic is both difficult enough to loam end difficult enough to pass 

into Normal English. 
(iii) Basic is not much use to a foreigner visiting England or America, 

for he would be confronted with Normal English. For, it is stout· 
ly maintained by some, those whose native tongue is English 
neither can easily, nor should, acquire and use Basic. 

(iw) The limited vocabulary of Basic makes it unsuitable as an instru. 
ment of discussion outside a strictly limited range of professional 
or business communication. 

-1J'he answers given by the advoca.tes of Ba.sic are :-
(il) As for phonetic questions, though Ba.sic does not attempt to bring 

about Spelling Roform, the smallness of the Basic vocabulary 
reduces the magnitude of the phonetic problem to .manageable 
proportions. Thus, ovl1r 500 of the words pr·Jsont no real 
difficulty. 

·(b) Basio is much easier to loam a.nd 1IBO correctly bh<!oll Normal English. 
The testimony of these who ha.ve ta.ught Be sic in Africa, Japan, 
and in vo.rious po.rte of Europe can be cited. And as for the 

transition to Normal Englieh, since Basic is but a selection from 
Normal English and allows nothing in vocabulary, phra.se-build­
ing or syntax contrary to the genius of English, thoro is no reason 
why paRSing on to fuller Englieh should prove a. difficult step. 
In fa.ct, Ba.sic ma.kes a natural and simple starting-point for those 
foreigners who wish to have a good knowledge of complete 
Englieh • 

• (c) Wb&t proportion ofthORe who may learn B,.sic will ha.ve the oppor­
tunity of visiting Engla.nd or America. ! In any case, a foreigner 
knowing Basic will not be much worse off-may, indeed be rather 
hotter off-than one who ha.s boon " ta.ugbt " English in the 
erthodox way. For the rest, Englishmen and Americans may, 
for sentimental rea.sons, refuee to a.cquire Basic, but they can, 
easily acquire it ifthey wish to a.nd ma.ny ha.ve a.oquired it, and­
of Bo,sio, gains a. sure footing in the world outside the English 
speaking countries, Ba.•io wi!I become a. necessity for English­
speaking people themselves. Whether such a. sta.te of affairs will 
rosult in a. decay of Normal English is a. matter that concems 
Normal rnthor than Rn•io :Knglisb. 
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(d) Though Basic does not claim to be e.ble to produos groat literature it 

claims, e.nd oan substantiate its cl&im, to be &deque.te for ,.·riting 
and spee.king at the highest intellectual level. 

.Basic in Iml•a-
. Basic has already been tried in various parts of British Indla e.nd the 

Indian States. Has it been, can it be, successfully t A former Director of 
Public Instruction in the United Provinces declared in & letter published in 
lhe LIStener a little over two years ago that though Basic had been given 

. a " fair trial " of some three years be felt that " There is no groator speed in the 
acquisition of English as a communication language . . • . . . . . • . • . and the 
transition to the u~a and undarstanding of literary EnglisiJ t as pro,·ed ,.ery 
.difficult ". Is such a verdiot to ba regarded as final 1 

It would seem that, apart from the world-wide interest. tod•.y in Ba•ic as 
tha interlanguage of the future, there are at least two good ror.sons for giving 
Basio a fuller trial than it bas so far been given. 

Firstly, as education is being planned today, the emphas · s has shifted from, 
purely literary studies to more practical studies. The proposr.l to sot up Toch· 
nical as wall as Acadamio High Schools is a pointer in this dirot,tion. Though 
English is to be a compulsory secondary language in both typos of high School 
the necessity for teaching literary Enghsh may be deemed to have diminished. 
Saoondly, such evidenoe as increasingly offers of the poor &tandard of English 
being attained today in our schools and collages suggests tbe.t out children would 
normal English with its vast hybrid vocabulary. It is unnecessary to labour 

·this point, and if I seem to ba doing so by citing the testimony of Professor 
Robinson (from whom I have already quoted in this note), th&t is only because 

'hie tastimony ie borne in Basic English itself and is therefore doubly relevant. 
After giving it &s his opinion that tho standard of English was low in the Indien 

·.university which he served as a teachar of History for si:l: years, be observas : 
" The facts gave ma the gensral feeling that, in the earlier steges, these 

men had bean given more English than they were able to take in 
with profit to themsalves. In the Middle and High Schools they 
he.d boon laarning such a mass of words and forms that their poor 
minds were overweighted, and the effect was that they had little 
or no grip of the sense and oft be normal use of words. Judging 
from myexpsrienceitwouldhave baen much ootterifthetoaching 
·had baen simpler. and a smaller fiald had been covered, while at 
the same time more value bad been put on the right use of every 
words and on clear, simple English •••••••••••• " 

Shall we then deoida to start Engli&h teaching through BaRic English and 
1eave it to a later stage to take further along the road those who need to be ltd 
ioto the domain of normal OY literary English t 

ANNEXURE B (ii) 
CENTRAL ADn~ORY BoARD or EnUCA1lON 

Basic Engli8h Committee 
.A Noteon Basic English by the Director of Public Instruction, Madras. 

Three important claims are made on b<· half of Basic English. 
, (I) That, by its ease and efficiency and by its close kinship with, and its 

~onformity to the genius of, Standard Engl.iJ!h, which is already in use in 
England, America and the British Commonwealth, Basic English has the 'beat 

. -chance of becoming the auxilia.ry world language of the future I 
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(2) That, by its full exploitation of the generalizing and analytical power· 

of English words, Basic English offers an unrivalled medium of scientific exposi­
tion and of deliberation and argument on sociological and other semi-abstract 
subjects ; and that Basic serves as a bandy instrument and translation into 
Basic provides an efficient technique, for the paraphrase (or exploration of· 
meaning) of obscure or ambiguous passages in Complete English ; and 

(3) That, by its drastic simplification of the verbal system and its scientific 
selection of indispensable and most useful words, it provides the best introduction, 
for foreign learners to the mastery of Complete English. 

Till now :we in India have taken no official notice of Basic English and its­
claims. 

(l) Basic English as an auxiliary world language: 
Owing to historical reasons, India is bound to continue its study of English 

and to accept the great and varied intellectual gifts available in and through 
English, and as Basic will facilitate both interprovincial and inter-national 
exchange of information and ideas and as a knowledge of it is both simpler 
than and preliminary to a knowledge of Complete English, the study of Basic· 
English deserves every encouragement at the hands of the future Indian Govern. 
ment and of Provincial Governments. 

(2) Ba&ic English a8 part of" practical "English and as aM edium for TraM•· 
lation and Paraphrase.-This is a very valuable use of Basic English and it may 
be recommended that the principles of Basic English and exercises in its use 
may be made part of Teachers' Training Courses, and of the English Courses in 
the B. A., and B.Sc., (pass and Honours!' of Indian Universities; and that 
special intensive courses open to graduates, covering three months and leading 
to a diploma in Basic English may be organised by Universities or Provincial. 
Governments. 

(3) Btuic tu an Introductory Step to the Mastery of Complete English.­
(a) For an adult foreigner who wants to learn English there is no doubt that 
Ba•ic English will form a very desirable first course. Basic English therefore· 
may be strongly recommended for adult schools where English is taught. 

(b) The usefulneBB and desirability of strict Basic English for Indian 
children learning English may be questioned. · Basic English is, like scientific· 
German or scientific French, a severely intellectua.l selection of words and 
neages from Normal English. Basic English in its orthodox form cannot be­
a suitable substitute for Normal English for childre:t, whose imagination, 
sense of rhythm and interest in concrete and unique persons, thing• and 
situations must all be engaged in the teaching of a new language. While the· 
simplification of the verbal system which is one of the fundamentals o{ Basic 
En~olish is to be welcomed and exploited in the teaching of English to Indian 
childl'<'n, much grt'.&ter latitude than is permitted by Basic Engliah should be 
allowed to the teacher of English ttl Indian children and the writer of books for 
Indinn children, especially in the way of the early introduction and free u•e of 
forms nnd usages common to English and the pupils' mother-tongue and the 
inclusion of words <lescribing objects, actions and ideas familiar and interesting 
to the children. To the student of anatomy the..skeleton reveals the structur~ 
and articulation of the body and to the engineer diagrams lay bare the eBBentials 
of a building, but.skeletons and diagrams "ill ouly repel children. For the pur­
pose th~n of our Elementary Schools some reasonable local modifications of 
Bo.aic English from the point of view of different linguistic areas will have to be­
evolved before it can be made a compulsory introduction to the Study of English 
by Indian cbildren. In the meantime the use of the General Basic Dictionary 
(explaining over twenty tbonaand words in terms of the Basic eight hunr!re<i 
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and fifty) by all pupils and teachers may be enconragl!l! In all po~ible "•>~· 
This may be done immediately unconditionally, and without further 
consideration. 

Basic English as a first step in the teaching of English to Indian children 
may be used optionally and experimentally in a number of chosen schools and 
the results of these controlled experiments may be watehed and made available 
to other schools. 

I am suggesting that the Standing C'..ommittee on the Teaching of Engli•h 
to South Indian children, consisting of teachers and linguists, may be consti­
tuted for the areas covered by the four chit•f Dravidian languages and they may 
be-asked:-

(1) to organize, watch and report on these experiments in the teaching 
of Basic English to Indian children ; 

and 
(2) to draw up a syllabus for the teaching of English in all South Indin.n 

schools with special reference to the word selection of Basic:­
English, ·the grammatical machinery of the South Indian Ian· 
guages and the subject matter, familiar and interesting, to South 
Indian children. 

I am also suggesting that a course in the teaching of BMio English may be 
immediately started in Madras for training about. forty trained graduate teaohens 
who may teach English to children in the Basic way for three years under con· 
ditions to be laid down by the Standing Committee. 

As a result of these experiments it is likely that the Standing Committee 
will in four or five years be able to answer the following questions : 

(1) Can Basic English be adopted as a first step in the teaching of 
English to Indian children 1 

(2) Is it desirable to modify Basic English to suit the needs of South 
Indian children ; if so, what is the minimum modification 
necessary 1 

(3) At what stage in the school course should the teaching of English 
begin 1 

(4) ·Can the first course in Basic English or in modified Basic English 
be completed in schools in three years ! · 

(5) How to provide reading matter, both in the form of story and general 
information, for one level practice for those who have mastered thir 
course and who will not proceed, or are not yet ready to proceed, 
to Complete English ! 

(6) Should the Basic Way of teaching English in its strict or modified 
form be made compulsory in all recognised schools I 

Considering the amount of time and effort spent on the teaching of Engli•h 
in India during all these decades and the distressingly and disproportionately 
poor results achieved so far a radical reform is urgently called for in our methods 
of teaching EngliSh in the schools. The use of Basic English whether in its 
strict or in a slightly modified form offers a means which must be tried for mak. 
ing results more commensurate with effort. Both to those who must be cont:-n t 
with a three year course in English and to those who may be able and willing 
to proceed to Complete English the Basic way of teaching English will certainly 
he a vast improvement on our current hanhazard methods. 
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ANNEXURE B (iii) 

REPORT oN THill WoRKING OF BAsic ENGLIBH 

ST. JosEl''s HIGH SOHoc-L, Cun!GLEl'UT IN THill 

(MADRAS PRESIDENCY) 

:IJasio English was il1troduced in the school in the yoar 1941 Wlder the 
~uidanco of Rev. Dr. J. B. Freeman, who was the Pr;nc;pal and Correspondent 
at that timo. Rev. Father Victor Fernandes, now Headmaster of St. Anton's 
High s~hool, Tanjore, was teacher in the above school then. Some years 
ago, he attended the Summer School at Bombay organis<'d by the Orthological 
Institute (Indian Branch) Wlder Mr. Adolph Myers. He oame back with a 
good training and First Class certificate issued by the Institute. With his 
help Basio Clu..,sos wore Htarted following tho Basic Way to the English course 
of 1ho Orthologioal Institute. Some of the teachers who were enthusiastic 
about it wore enlisted to help in introducing the scheme. We follow the Grade 
Hystem, which has groat advant:J.gos especially in English. To get over the 
need of additional staff, all the English Classes from Class 3 to Form III are 
hold o.t tho samo time, so that each pupil can go to his own Grade at the ap· 
pointed time. This however, requ..re.; that we should have a large number of 
Enghsh toaohors. Thrs difficuloy was got over by getting each Teacher to go 
through tho course hilllSolf with his pupils from Grade I upwards and aiso be 
frequently supervising and guiding the teacher in his work. 

There aro six Grades. The first three correspond to the three books of the 
"Basio Way to English" (Indian Edition) Course. This cove1s the 850 words 
of tho Basio List in throe years. In the next two years we follow s. one-level 
course, aiming at giving the pupil a complete mastery of the language so that 
he will be .. ble to say "nylhing he can think of in Basio. The sixth stage is the 
11xpansion stogo following the "F,·om Basio to Wider English" Course where. 
tbo pupil and to his vocabulary on the FoWldation of Basic. Normally 
a pupil of Class 3 will be in Grade I (we begin the teaching of ~nglish in Class 
3 ), and whon he is in Form III he should be in the expansion Grade or Grade 
VI. A pupil who is behind his fellows in English oan pull up by skippmg 
over a. one-level grade. -

In For= IV, V & VI, we shall ha.ve to follow the course prescribed by 
Govt. but we shall be able to rely not only on the Basio vocabulary of the pupil 
but a!Ro on the non-Basio a.dditions made to the Basio foWldation during thP. 
oxpa.nsion stage (Grade VI). These olassea will also be expans.on ,stages in 
whioh the pupil is constantly adding to his vocabulary so that he ought to 
have a. comp1ete mastery of 5000 to 8,000 Engnsh words by the t1me he leaves 
the School. The Basic Dictionary is made use of from Grade V upwards 
i.e., in the whole expansion stage. With this the pupil is so well equipped 
that he will be able to understand anything in ordinary English. When one 
realises what Basio Dictionary is and how it d1ffers from an)" other Dic­
tionary, one will see that the choice lies between the Basic Dictionary and no 
Dictionary. An ordinary Dictionary defines say 20,000 words with 20,000 
words but the Basic Dictionary defines them all with only ·850 familiar words 
and no moro. 

Our first sot of Basio pupilR are now going up to the Fifth Form. 

When a now pupil oomes in, we examine him With the BJSio readers, 
if he has already a grasp of, say, the words oontamE'd in Book I he will be 
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put in Grade II. At the beginning of eaoh Grade a revision is made of the 
work done in the previous Grades. This is to help pupils who have come from 
other schools. Eaoh pupil is ettpeoted to have aU the three Basio Way Books 
and to go through them even though he be started in a higher grade. 

The alphabet is taught by the 'play-mother and made as interosting •s 
possible. Th•ring the tirst three mocths about 70 or 80 words of Book I aro 
taught orally tr direct illustration. Then the work of Book I is started. 

The pupils in the One-level stage are able to oonstruot sentences without 
mistakes. They know !liready the functions cf wotds and phrases so thai 
later work, e.g., in analyEis will be quite easy for thron. The words in any 
sentence taken from their texts may be deranged and most of the boys will 
be able to put the words in the proper order so as to make sense. The worka 
with these olasses was quite interesting and consoling. In the one-level stag~. 
the boys 1::: ve grasped directly the meanings of the words of the Basic list 
and have alao mastered their usages. They do not make mistak~s in pronou1111, 
in tense forms in the sequence of tenses and to the correct use of propositions. 
A training in Basic English is a mental discipline and the benefit derived by t lu> 
pupils soon shows itself. 

This schools has had visits of large numbers of L.T. students with their 
Professors from the Lady Wellingdon Collage and the Teachers' College,Saidapet 
a body of English teachers of the Madras High School undor the au•picos 
of the Madras Teachers Guild and also tho L.T. Students oft he ll!eston 
Training College, Royapettah, and masters of litH Wesley High School during 
the last three years. Many IJf our visitors were enthusiastic about Bnsio 
even before coming to our sohool and all the rost became converts. The 
District Eduoatiozml Officers paid special attention to this Bnsio Engli•h 
teaching during their annual inspections and they seem to have been impres.•od 
with tho success of this experiment. 

From an analysis of the mistakes committed by the S.S.L.C. pupil• at the 
public Examination it is found that they are chiefly in verbs, tho aotive and 
passive voices, the transitive and intransitive, the use of th• infinitive, sequenoo 
of tenses, the use of the proper proposition after a verb, the right choice of tho 
word. 

Most of the errors will not be made by o. Bnsit student, for he has mM!orod 
the 850 words he han u""d and these suffioe for his purposes. If 1\e UHM non. 
Basic words he has graspe1l their senses and u•nges by roforonco to the root 
ideas given in Basio. His training in Basio aim enables him to •ay whn~ h" 
means and mean what he SBys. For Basic is simple and exact. 

I have to conclud , therefore, with the suggestion that Basic Englith 
be adopted for the teaching of Engli•h in Elementary Schools where it may l><' 
an end in itself, and in High Schools as a foundation as woll n• a m•nfRl 
discipline. 

Srnt.ABUS IN BAsiC EJ.'husu 

General.-In Grade I, I and You are used a8 the basic oftoachinp FO that 
learners may have tho means of expressing idoos ab<>nt tbem,...lve• and <'ach 
other. W<'rds dealing with •ubjec1s EUCh a8 the parts of fbP body en ling and 
drinkirg, clothes, coming and going and tho weather are taught bccaui!O tlull'e 
are simple robjeots of universal interest. Only the frPSf'nt tonso and th«t 
future are UE< d. New wordstau~tht 189, 
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Text books used: The Basio Way to English Language Book I. (India!! 

Edition). 
Soot-work Book I. 

(For teachers) : Ba.sio Way to English Teaclung, Book I. To be had of 
the Times of India Pross, Basic Department, Bombay, 
(Indian Edition). 

In Grade II words dealing with the family, houses and their contents and 
aurrounding, work at school, the country lifo on a farm, life in the country, 
travoiJing lifo in the town, the sea-side, bating, dressing, hearing and seeing, 
number and division of time, shapes of bodies, the moon and stars. 

New words taught 316. 
Text-books used: The Basio Way to English Language Book II (Indian 

Edition). 

Seat-work Book II. 
For teachers: The Basic Way to English Language Book II. 

In Grade III the remainder of t-he 850 words is taught and the learner is 
brought to tho point where he can discuss buisness and industrial organisation, 
1cienco and literature, history and politics. In the grammatical development 
are included the formation of -or, -ing, and -ed forms (ruler from rule, working 
from work, recorded from record) and similar forms from operators and all the 
tense forms roquirod for t·he purposes of understanding, speaking and writing 
English. 

Text-books used: The Basio Way to English Language Book III (Indian 
Edition). 

Seat-work Book III. 

(For teachers ) : Tho Basic Way to English Teaching Book III. 

Grades IV and V-One-level course.-In those stages no attempt is made '0 increase the vocabulary of the learner. Instead he gets a large amount of 
reading and practice in self-expression by constant repetition of tho same 
words and constructions in different contexts so that he may become fluent 
o.nd accurate in his use of the language. 

Text-books used: Grade IV-Any two of the 13 story books in Basio 
English. 

Grade V-Any two (•f tho 13 knr·wledgo books in Basic 
English. 

Teacher's roferonoo A, B, C of Basic English. 

Grade VI-Expansion stage.-The pupil's vocabulary is enlarged with 
the help ?f "From Bas.ic to wi~or English" B~oks I and II in which every now 
word which he meets IS explamcd or dofinod m terms of f. he Basic 850 word.•. 
'1'1110!6 books b_ring his vooabul~ry of_~ total of about 2,000 common English 
words. .t\_t. this stage he can With abi11ty tackle any good English book. The 
~o Dlotionar! is mado u•o of from this stage very frequently. · · 
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BOOKS ON BASIC ENGLISH 

I. Say it in Basio-By Adolfl\Iyers Rs. 7/· 
2. Be.sic and the tea.ching of English in India by Adolf Myers Rs. 5/8/-
3. Basic English by C.K. Ogden Rs. 2/.J-
4, The A. B. C. of Basic English by C. K. Ogden Rs. 2/-/· 

General--
The General Basic English Dictionary 

BOOKS IN BASIC 

(a) Basio Way Language books (Indian Edition) I, II and III. 
(b) For teachers-Basic Way teachi11g Books I, II & III. 
(c) Basic seat-work. Books I, II and III. 
(d) Script Copy Book I. 

ONE-LEVEL PRACTICE STAGE 

Rs. 4/-/-

Story Books:- The Trader of Venice, Robinson Crusoe, Gulliver in 
Lilliput and IO other titJo.q, 

Knowledge books :-Wires roiUld tho earth; Wings Away; Late Night 
special and IO other titles._ · 

I would suggest the adoption of the carefully graded YoiUlg Indian rf'ader• 
(Primers I and 2) Books I to VI) prcpart>d. by Rov. T. N. Sequeira, S.J.,JII.A., 
and Rev. John Varrett, S.J., B.A., and publi•hod by tho Doccan PubliHhing 
House, Huzur Road, Calicut. 

A:rffiEXURE B (iv) 

REl'ORT ON THE WORKING 011' BASJO ENGLISH m TilE GANAl'ATilY HIGH 
SOHOOL,JILlNGALORE. 

The teaching of Basic English in tho early stages was first started in I940-4I 
in Claeses 4 & 5 and Form I, in tho subsequent year it was continued in 
Form II and since then in these four classes Basic English books have 
been in use. 

In Class 4, the start is made with tho " Script Copy Book " which gives an 
interesting way of learning both the Script and certain words all through 
drawings and pictures. Tho Basic Way Language Book I is taken uP.. This 
book serves for Class 5 as well. The manner of dealing wit.h tho • Steps " 
(or LOSl;ons) is given in detailed manner, in Lesson Scripts and Structure. 
Talks which are of great help to the toach<r. In Form I, thoro is a rapid revision 
m the first term of the work in the previous years before Basic Way Language 
Book 2 is taken up. At this stage it ought to be possible for the lmrnors to 
read the basic Reading Books which contain only words which wore in Language 
Book I. Here again there are suitable Reading Books covering the corr.,_ 
pending vocabulary. In Form II, Language Book 3 is taken up. This 
completes the scheme of Basic. The last "25 words listed are rooerved for Form 
II, where tho start is made with the transition " Form Basic to Wider " 
ln Form m, the Reader in use is , e.g., Coronation RBBdenl III (J. C. Rollo •• ) 



20 
There is a large number of Reading Books, Story Books, and Knowledge Books 
which are used in III Form and also in the IV Form, as part of Library work. 
The above is an outline of the scheme followed in the school. 

Tho scheme has boon in the usc for six years, t.e., the first batch of student8 

who made a start with Basio Engli&b came up to the Sixth Form this year· 
In tho absence of sufficient data, 1t is not possible to as&eas the value of the 
scheme. For one thing, at the III & IV Form stages the pupils who were 
under tho Basic scheme got mixed up with a large number of &tudents from 
other schooiK. So whatever benefit might have boon expected was much 
neutralised by the traditioral methods which bad to be followed at a 
very crucial stage. In fact conditions in the school haYe not been favourable 
for the currying out of a properly controlled experiment. 

Secondly tho t&arhors in the earlier claeses were themselves ill-cGuipJ=ed 
for tho experiment. They lacked the requisite knowkdge and appreciation. 
With greater faith in tho scheme this would have been less of a burden and a 
tahk. 

Tho romody seems to lie in two directions -(1) the study of English 
(Ba>io) to be started late enough in no case earlier than I Form, (2) Separate 
competent teachers to bo put in charge of the work. 

ANNEXURE B (v) 
BASIO ENGLISH COM'MITTEE 

A nnte &n the experiments ·carr•ed out m B08lC .E7UJhsh carr•ed out in the 
H yderabad Sta~. 

In 1939 Mr. Adolf Myers, the Special Representative in India of the Ortho­
logiC6l I;;stituto (Cambridge) made a representation to Government for 
tho introduction of B:>sic English in H. E. H. the Nizam's Dominions. The 
Government invited him to conduct a vaoation course in Basic English for a 
period of 6 wooks. This course was attended by about 117 teachers belonging 
to Vl\rious Schools. Later on another batch of 109 teachers was trained. 

Bl\sic English was introduced as an experimental measure in -the lower 
Secondary and Primary classes of 19 High and 21 Middle schools, Mr. Myres 
WI\B allowed to keep himself in touch with these institutions through personal 
inspection and progress reports. He was also allowed to issue instructions to 
toachors from time to time. In 1940, government decided to appoint an 
Inspootor to suparviso tho teaching ofBosic English in schools. Mr. Salim Bin 
Sayood who was soloctod for this post, was deputed to undergo a course of inten­
sive tr,..ining in Basic English under llfr. Myers and after completing his training 
WM attl\ched to Director's office as Inspector of Basic English. 

Tho latter while carrying on his work of inspection also gave advice and 
p:nidtu:•oo to toachors 1\lready trained in the tel\ching of Ba.•ic English. 
'.rho tot.al number of toachors trained for this work was 325 and the number 
ofsobools in which Ba.oio was introduced was 135. Of these 60 wore Secondarv 
•nhMI'I and the rost were Primary schools which acted as feeders to the form~r. 

This experiment was triod for a period of throe years fJom July 19~!) to 
.I uno 1942 and as a result of unfavourable reports from heads of institutions 
and tho Basic English Inspoqtor's note, ext.racts from whith r.re lore\litb 
appon dod, tl1o matter was again considered by the Board of Secondary Edu~a­
tiQll and the following ""solution was passed. " That Basic English •hould be 
tii~oontinnod in Secondary schools with effect from June 1!'42 ". 

In vlo\v of this, the government possed orders for the termination of tht-
u:Qll>rhnont. ·.. . . . · 
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ANNEXURE B (vi) 

CENTRAL ADVISORY BO"-BD 011' EDUCATION IN INDIA BASIC ENOLISU 
CoMMITTEE 

Extracts from a N ole on BaBIC Engl18h by the Educaltonal Adv~&cr to tJ.e 
Gooernmenl of Indsa, prepared for the Secretary of Slate for Indsa. 

* * * * * 
The toaching of English on Bo•ic linos has boon intro1luood in tho Socmul,.ry 

schools of Hyderabad Stato and th<~ latost roport (1940.41) on l'uhlio 
hstruction in H.E.H. the Nizam's Dominions indicates tlmt it has a.lso boon 
introduced in 75 primary schools which act as foodor• to Soconda.ry school•. 
The systom has also been generally adoptod in Gwalior Stato and oxperimontH 
are b11ing conducted in Jodhpur and l'tlysoro. In British Indio oxporimon!a.l worl; 
is being carried on in the United Provinc..,s and in Bihar and tho GoYorJIDlOJitK 
Test-Book Committees of :Madra• and Bombay havo ·sanctioned tho uso of 
Basic Primers in schools. 

Mr. Adolph l'tlyors, tho spocial roprosentativo of tho Orthologi<-al Institute 
in India, has energetically advocat•od the claims of Basic English in rocont your d 

He has disoussed this question with me on seveml occnsimv. 1•.nd 1: "" 
also, I believe, discussed it with most, if not all, Directors of Public Instrn<•tion. 
He addressed the mooting of a Committee of the c~ntral Advisory Board of 
Education in 1941. Several vacaton courses in Basic English for teachers havo 
boon held under his auspices. 

I understand that a pamphlet entitled ''The toaclling of English to Indian 
Soldiers" which was compilod in 1938 or 1939 by tho Army authorities, wa• 
based largely on Basic principles. I do not know to what oxtont it iH in geno­
ral use or what the results have boon, though ono or two m•offieia.l con\'orsa.tiotUI 
with military officers recently givo mo some reason to think that thoso have 
not bean uniformly suooessful. 

I am informed that Basic English has bJOn adopt< din tho training •choolH 
for vemaoular teachors in C•>ylon and that it has also boon triod in Burma 
In tho lattor country expert opinion hilS oxprossed considorablo doubt as to 
it~ value. 

ANNEXURE B (viii) 

CENTBU. ADVISORY BOABD 011' EDUCATION BASIC ENOUBH COMMITTEE 

A note on e:cperimenl8 in BBBic Engli&h carried out in the Prooimu and 
Stale&. 

A-PROVINCES 

Bilw.r -Basic English was introduced as an oxporimontal mo,..ure in 
Middle English and High Schools in the district of Ranchi and in tho Schou!A 
und·1r tho Tata's at Jam<hedpur with effoctfromJanuary, 1942 to D<·cember 
1945 in cla•ses from IV to VIII. In order to try the cxp<mm~nt one teacher 
from eaoh Middle English and each High Srhool besid<>.~ one :O..puty I nopeotor 
of Sohools and one District Inspector of SchoolA was dP.putod for a course of 
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training la•tiug ono mm1th. The training cour.o waH conduct(Jd by :Mr. 
Adolph Myers, roproaontativo of tho Orthological lnHtituto, Bombay. Ba.ic 
Engli•h text books of tho Orthological In•tituto, Bombay wero introduced in 
the schools undor experiment. 

Tho Provincial Government appointed a special committee to rovtew the 
experiment of introducing the teaching of Bas1o English. Tho Committee 
rooommondod that no useful purpo.o would be sorvod by continuing tho ex­
periment further. Tho oxporiment ha8, therefore, boon di.Hcontinued from 
January,l946. 

Ortsaa-Basio EngliHh was introduc~d in the Practicing Middle English 
l:lchool attached to tho Secondn.ry Training School at. Cuttack and in tho 
Itevonahaw Collogiaw School Cuttack, in the year 1942 on an e:>..']lerimontal 
basi8. A few toachor& were trained during tho Puja vacation of tho same year 
and wore plaood in ol1argo of Ba;ic Classes in both the schools. Two Basic 
Er1gli•h studonta appe,.red from tho practising :M.E. School in tho Middle School 
Soholarahip Examination of' 1945 and both of them wero successful. This 
yoar 21 studonta aro appearing from tho foregoing inotitution in the Middle 
School Cortific .. to Examination and their results aro awaitod. In the Itevon­
Hhaw Collegiate School tho basic pupil• appeared in their house examination 
in 194/i and from tho reports of tho hoadnmster roooived, it appears that Basic" 
boy3 arc dooidodly bettor than those who followed tho normal English course. 
ThiH yo"r too tho same encouraging report is expected form tho Headmaster 
J.Vlvonshaw Collegiate School, Cuttack. 

With tho limited rmmbor of 850 words, tho •tudonts manage things in e.n 
ollbiont way.. Generally it is taught m direct m<>thod of teaching EngliHh. 
It i.< o•~.-ily picked up by tho pupil• as most of tho words are monosyllabic 
and simplo. 

But thoro are certain difficult.os in introducmg Bflbic Engli•h under the 
present sy.tem. Non-Bn .. ~io pupils arc admitted into Basio English clabses 
ovory year proving thomsolvos a burdon to tho Ba~ic EngliHh teacher and a 
hindranoo to othor Basic pupils. Tho m•turo of work requires thorough pre­
paration on tho part of tho toaohcr and additional trouble in finding out suitable 
apparatus for making each individual lesson lively and interesting. The 
additional burden of Basio toaohor necessitates tho limitation of the average 
number of periods allotted to him. This cannot be dono under the·present 
system in wh10h ovory ·teachor 18 overburdened With hio own work. Tho· 
iuftux of newly admitted non-Basic pupils every year mto Basic English 
classes makes thorn mea pablo of following tho basio words wh10h have been 
previously taught and mako their knowledge vague and scrappy. This 
ddlioulty oan bo bridged over by dividing tho English class into sections of 
Normal and Basio English. 

Another insurmountable difficulty is that a pupil who leaves tho school 
during tho first four years of hiM school lifo faces the world with incomplete 
knowledge ln English and, oven pupils who lmwo the school after the founda. 
tion stago-fir&t four years when tho circle of 850 word> is completed and con­
solidated-prove themselves otrangors in a world of normal English and every 
kn?wlodgo imparted to thorn in English must bo boiled down to meet their 
Basic nooili. This would amount to the writing of every ·book, newspaper 
and magazines in to Basic English. · 

Untkd Provmces -Tho United Provinces Government introduced BaBic 
English in one of the institutions for a number of years but it did not· provo 
IIUC0088ful, 
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The rtiSulte of the experiments indicated that tho method doos to a. or 

ta.in extent jurlify its alaims to be a.n improvement upon methods of tea.chlnll: 
English followed so far. The cla.ss was divided into two sections- one wu 
taught Ba.sio English and tho other ordinary English. Tho boys with Basic 
English and tho other ordinary English. Tho boys witbBa.sio English wore 
found to have acquired a knowledge of spoken English more readily than tho 
boys who lo:~omed ordinary English ; but it was disoovet'6!l that Basio English 
was Mt suihble for children who commenced to learn English a.t the agn of 
8 or 9 in classes III and IV. Tho children aro called upon to loam such words 
the oquivl!lent of which they do not find in their own language at that stag<'. 
The books drawn up by tho authorities aro not suitable. Thoso ~ooks 
aro moro suitable for teaching Basic· English to tho adults. It is not doslrahlo 
in this country to limit the knowlodgo of English only to 850 words. Th~ro 
aro many English words that form part of an Indian language but tho!K' w•>rdo 
do not find a place in Basic English. 

As a roittlt tho United Provinces Govommont havo abandoned tho 
experiment. 

No experiments in Basic English havo boon carried out In Bengal, Bombay, 
the North· Wost Frontier Province, Punjab and Sind. Information from 
tho othor provinces has not been recoivod. 

B-Oen!rally Administered Areas 

No experiments on Basic English havo boon carried out in Baluchisf an, 
Coorg, Contra) India or Dolhi. Information rognrding Ajmor-1\lorwara i• 
awaited. 

C-lndian States. 

No experiments have been carried out in Jaora and Sitaman. rnformntlon 
from the other Stntes hss not yot been received. 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION. INDIA 

Serial 
No. 

Names of Publications Year of 
ou blicattoD 

1 Report on Vocational Education in India (Dell1i, the Punjnb and the 
United Provinces) (E. H. L. 34) . , . , , , 1981 

*2 Report of the Women's Education Committee on primarv ~duoa-
tion ofgirls in India, 1936 . • • . : , lOST 

*3 Report of the Women's Education Committee of Ce-ntral Advitory 
Board of Education to con~idor curricu hun of Girh." Priro11ry 
Schools in India ]{}37 

*4 Report of the VernacularEduc6.tionCommit tee ofth<' Ct·ntrul.Ad· 
visory Board of Education appointed to com.idcr certain 
questions connected with tho administr a tion and rontrol of 
Primary Education • · I 037 

5 Report of the First Committee of Central Advi~ory Board of 
Education appointec.l to consider the W ordl1a Edu<'ntion 
Scheme (E.H.L. 40) 1938 

& Report of the 2nd \Vardhn Education Com mit tee of the (.'( ntrul 
Advisory Board of Education (App. IV to 6th meeting 
proceedings) 1940 

7 Report of the Adult Education Committee of the Centrnl Advieory 
Bo>r<l of Education, 1939 (El.H.L. 46) (Appointed ill to 6th 
meeting procee-dings) 1040 

tS Report of the Social Service and Publio Adminitotrution Com• 
mittee of the Central Advisory Boord of Educnt.ion in India, 
1940, together with the decisions of the Board thereon (E.C. 6) 1941 

9 Report of the Joint Committee appointed by the CentrP~ Adviaory 
Board of Health and Central Advisory B onrd of Edurution en 
the Medicalln<~pection of School Children 1041 

10 Report of the Scientific Terminology Comm it tee of tho Cf'lntral 
Advisory Board of Education in India, 19 40, togC'thl'r with tbf' 
dE!ciRiOD!'J of the Board thereon (E.C. 6} 104 i 

11 Proceedings of the 6th 1\I eeting Of the Central Ad"·it ory Boor•i ot 
Education held at Madras on 11th und 12th Jtnut.Jy lfl41 
(E.C. 4 VI) IPH 

i2 Proceeding~ of the 7th Meeting of tho Central Advisory Board 
o(Educoution in India held at Hydernbad, Dace on, on l4th ana 
15th January 1942 (E.C. 4 VII). • • • 194: 

13 Report of tho School Building Committe• (E.C. 8) 19~2 

14 Report of the Uniform BraiJJe Code Committee (E.C. 7) 1942 
15 Report of the Examination Committre, 1942 (E.C. 12) 1042 
16 Report of the Expert Committee on a Unifomt BruiJJ(' Cod(' for 

India with the Braille charts printed in lndinn Alphobcb, 1942, 
8B subsequently modified . I 94l! 

17 Prodeedings of the 8th Meeting of the Central Advi•ory Doard Gf 
Education held at Lucknow (E.C. 4 Vlli) • • • 1Q43 

18 Report of the Joint Committee of the C('ntral Advi•ory Be• rd of 
Education ond the Inter·University Boord 11ppointfd to in. 
vestignte the question of the relation of the S('hool Lf.RViJll 
Certificate Examiniation to the Matriculation Exominntion, 
1942 (E.C. 9) • • 1943 

It Report of the Committee ofthe Central Advis orr Board ofEdurA· 
tion on the training, recruitment and cond illons of Pendcf· n( 
teaohors (E.C. 10) • 1918 

•Not published previously, but proposE-d to be includE'd in futnre repr1nt1. 
tPub&hed hy the Central Advisory Board of Health. 
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20 Rcpo.Tt of the Committee of the Central AdviFOiy Bmlrd of Educa. 
tion appointed to coURiderthe question of the recruitment of the 
Education Officer, 1942, together with the decisions of the 
Board there on (E.C. 11) • 1943 

21 Report ofthe Examination Committee . 1943 
22 Proceedings of the 9th ond lOth Meetings of the Central Advisory 

Board ofEducntion in India held in October 1943 and January 
1944 rospectively (E.C. 41X & X) 19" 

23 R>port of the Technical Education Committee, 1943 (E.C.)6), 
24 Report of the Text Book Committee, 1943 (E.C. 15) • •. · 1944 
2G Report of the Examination Committee (Technique ~f Exa·rilln-

. ationsl, 1943 (E.C 17) • • • . • • • . · 1944 
20 Report of the Committf:'e of Central Advisory Board of .Educa­

tion nppointed toe. on .. ider the queHtion of training, recruitment 
and condition ofs~rvi('e m univerAities, etc., together .wit4 the 
decisions nfthe Board thereon (E.C. 22) . . _.·. ·. · · . 1945 

27 RoporL of t.hc C<'ntml AdviFory Bonrd of Education on Post.Vt~nr 
Educntionnl Developmet in India 1944 (E.C. 13) 1945 

28 Volume contnining r<'porhl of th~ Committees of the CentTol Ad· 
viaory Boord of Educntion (E.C. 14) 1945 

29 Report Qf tho Administro.tion Committee of the Central Advisory 
Board of Education • . · • • • , , 1946 

80 Proceerlin~ of the I Ith Meeting of the Central· Advisory Board 
of Education (E.C. 4 XI) •. 1945 

31 Report of the Agriouiturnl Education Committee of the Central 
Advisory Boord of Education 1944, (E.C. 20), · • · , 1945 

32 Proceedings of the 12th Meeting of the Central Advisory Board 
nf Education held at Mysore in January 1946 , . • 1946 

83 Roport of tY>.e Rollgioua Education Committee of the Ce,;tral Ad· 
visory Board of Education . , • • , , 1946 

84 Development of Higher Technical Institutions in India (Interim 
Report of Snrknr's Committee). 194R 

83 Roportofthe CommitteeoftheCentra!AdvisoryBoard of Educa· 
tion on selection ofpupib for Higher Education . . . 1946 

;86 RcportoftheCommitteeofCentral Advisory Board of Education 
on conditions of service of teachers . . • . . 1946 

87 Reports of the Committees appointed by the Central. Advisory 
Board of Eduration in Iodin (1943-46) • • , • 1947 

38 Proceedings of the fi...,t mooting of the All India Council for 
'l'echnical Edumtion hold at New Delhi on the 30th April, 1st 
~nd 2nd May, 1946 . . • . • • . • • · 1947 

SY Statement or Educn"ionn.l ProgresS in British India. (including in· 
dividnnl Provinf'OR and Are.u) for 1942·45. . . 194~ 

, 0 Gonerol Educational T••blos for Briti•h India (1942·43) • • 19l7 
41 Proreoding• of the 13th Mooting of the Central Advisory Board 

of Education held at Bombay on the 9th, lOth and 11th 
Januarv. 1947 • • • • . • • • 1947 

4 2 Report. of tho Commit too of the C.A.B. of Eduestion on :::eoond.Bry 
lojchoola Esaminatior.. Council for Indio. . . ... . 1947 

43 Report of the Committee by the C.A.B, of Education on Basic 
English 1947 

&& Renort of tho Committee of the C. A. B, of Education on Air 
Tl nining. • • • 1947 

'6 DiiUY of Educational events in India 1947 
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