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The Disorders Inquiry Committee (known
as the Hunter Committee atter its
Chairman, Lord Hunter) was appointed
by the Government of Indis on 14 '
October 1919 to inquire into the
disturbances of 1919 in India. The
Committee produced a report and seven
volumes of evidence, The Governmeut of
India withdrew from circulation volumes
VI and VII of the evidence on political:
and military considerations, - Aftexr
persistent appeals, Sir Michael O Dwyar,
the then Lieutenant-Governov of Puuuly
was allowed to use a highly censored
version of volume VI of avidence. Duriy;
the proceedings of the libel caza of
O'Dwyer vs, Nair in London, Sir . .
Sankaran Nair produced a copy of volic
VI in the court and for this the Government
of India held him guilty of “at least a
breach of confidence”. The Brilish
Government took the copy and returned it
to Nair after censuring portions of it. After
the libel case, the Government recovered
these censored volumes from O Dwyer and
Nair, and since then until their recent
recovery, few had heard of their existence.

Now for the first time volumes VI and VII
of the evidence of the Disorders Inquiry
Committee are made available for general
readership. Professor Datta has provided
an Introduction based on original sources
which explains the origin and history of
these volumes as also the nature and
specific value of the evidence incorporated
in them.

These two volumes containing in camera
oral and written evidence will throw new
light on the social and political situation
in India during the years 1915 to 1919, the
period of the rising tide of nationalism in
the country. The evidence reflects the
tensions and conflicts of the British
officials who, burdened with extraordinar
responsibilities, sought to muddle througe;
those critical times as also the hopes,
aspirations and programmes of a new class
of Indian leadership emerging after the
war. To the historian and the researcher
interested in the study of British policy
and the freedom struggle in India these
volumes are indispensable as they make
possible a more complete reconstruction of
the history of this meaningful period.

Volume One Rs. 125.00
Valume Two Rs. 75.00
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