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I. ECONOMIC CONDITION OF SIRSI AND SIDDAPUR

PRIOR TO 1930.

GENERAL
1. Sirsi and Siddapur are contiguous talukas in "the easternnl‘.scanTlon

side of the North Canara district, which is predominantly a forest
ares, Sirsi has an area of about 490 sq. miles and a population of
39,955, in 1931, Siddapur has an area of 331.8 sq. miles and,
a population of 33,379. The laud revenue demand for Sirsi ls‘
Bs, 1,55 413(&) and for Slddapur 1,48,823(b). So far as economic condl-
tions are concerned these two talukas exhibit common characteristics and
have been treated as a homogenous area in our enquiry, As the Kanara
Gazetteer observes, * most of Kanara is hilly and thickly wooded. A
somewhat broken and irregular range of Central hills divides the district
into two parts, the uplands with an area of nearly 3000 sq. miles. The
talukas of Sirsi and Siddapur form the eastorn part of this upland portion
of the district. Of the hillg in the two talukas the chief in Sirsi are
Bhedasgave and Menshigudda, the height being 2500 ft. and 2000 ft-
above sea level respectively; in Siddapur, are Hukali, Rakshas and
Mavinagundi, 1500, 1600 aad 1600 ft. above the sea-level respectively.

North Canara is essentially s forest district, and about 90% of the Norr Canera

total area is a forest. The following table will give an idea of the
occupied and forest area in acres in Sirsi and Siddrpur talukas, { The
figures are for 1924-25).

Qooupied, .
Govt, | Forest, | Other. Total.
Waste.
Total ’ Cultivated, I Fallow.
8irsi 94,880 19,128. 15,7152, 8,374.| 169,738, 4,243, 212,326,
Biddapur 54,849 24,961, 80,361, 6,262.| 945,410, 8,879, 814,040,

2. These forest tracts, as has well been observed by the Gazetteer ympediments
(1885) (P. 18) especially the npland forest, are always feverish and at Agri::ltun
intervals are visited by syecially fatal outbreaks. Bad water, stagnant
or laden with vegetable matter, and the want of free currents of air are

{a) Of this Ra. 71.755 of for paddy land; Ra, 71,648 for garden Isnd, and
Rs. 12,020 for grazing land.
(b} Of this Rae. 55.741 for paddy land, Rs, 87,734 for garden land and

Re, 5384 for grazing land.
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supposed to be the two chief causes of the uphealthiness of the forests.
Tne crops have to face the onslaught of wild animals namely, elephants,
wild pigs etoc. The climate is injurious to cattle and those that withstand
diseases are many a time a prey 'to tigex"s which heave a heavy toll year
by year. Under these adverse circumstances agriculture has always been
a hard problem for the agriculturists and made still harder by the callous
indifference- as we shall presently see— of the Government which was
expected to protect their interests,

3. The cropped area may be broadly divided into two categories
pamely ricelands and garden lands. The following table gives the
the respective areas in acres and assessment in rupees of the two talukas.

Total area Total Garden Assess- Rioe- Assess- Obher Assess-
aseessed  assessment, land ares, ment, land area ment. area yoenb,
Birsi 60,692 157,771, 6098 77,368 28608, 68358 25996 13045,
Biddapur 88,260 144835 7444 93,706 18033, 45666 12794  b514.

The average assessment for garden lands in Sirsi and Siddapur
is Rs. 12-9-5 and Rs, 11-7-7 per acre; the average for rice-lands is
Rs. 2-5-11 and Rs. 2-8-0 per acre respectively.

Betel, pepper, and cardamom are grown in the gardens and they
are the main paying crops in the garden avea. It must be noted here
that pepper and cardamom are only minor crops and betelnut is the
main crop in the garden. It is the price of the betelnut, therefors,
that is the determinant factor in the income of the garden-land-holder.
It will also be noted that the prices of betelnut were the lowest in 1930
than those ever recorded since 1838. Chief of the other crops grown is
( not a garden crop ) sugar-cane,

The rainfall in these two talukas generally does not fail and the
average ( worked for 1900-1923 ) for Sirsi is, 97°26 and 113'66 for
Siddapur. But there is always a fear of destruction of the rice crops by
wild pigs and of garden crops by wild elephants and the rot-disease
( Eoleroga ) of which more hereafter.

4. Agricnlture in a forest area is a peculiarly difficult adventure
and the peasants are entitled to special previleges if they are to prosper.
That they used to get these previleges in thé past is amply proved by
the testimony of the Gazetfeer(c), who writes: ( P. 24 )

(¢) Reforences to the Gazetteer are, in this report to be always under-
atood as references, to the Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidenoy, Volume XV,
Part I, Kanars, published in 1883,
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“ Ol the forest priveleges exercised by the people, the chief are
- clearing patchea of the forest for wood-ssh or Kumari tillage, lopping
leaves for manuring spice and betel gardens, growing pepper in certain
ever-green forests, free grazing and free or cheap wood and fuel. The
people have always enjoyed free graziﬁg in certain parts of the forests.
Under the survey Settlement in each village certain numbers have teen
set & part for free grazing. All classes are allowed to take free of
charge, for their private use, bamboos, poor timber fit to build huts and
cuttle-sheds, head-loads of firewdod, grass and fallen leaves for manure,
thorn, brush wood, and stakes for hedges and dams, wood for field tools
and dead sago and other palm for water courses, They are also given
good building timber at from one eighth to a quarter of the marked
price, and they are allowed to take larger quantities than head-londs of
fuel on paying a fee of 6 d. ( 4 annas ) a cartload.”

Rule No, 1 under the Forest Act of 1878 provided as follows ;—-

“The people may, in accordance with customary usage, cat and
collect in the Government forest of their own village when not spccially
reserved for the growth of timber or the conservancy purposes, the
following sorts of forest produce: (1) Bamboos of sorts (2) jungle
wood for small houses, hut, chuppers, cattleshed etc. (8) dry wood
for fuel (4) leaves and grass for manure efc. (5) Thorns and brush.
wood and stakes for hedges and dams, (6) wood for agricultural imple-
ments, (7) dead sago, and other palm trees for water courses etc. ex-
cepting those that may be prohibited,..c..ooeaeue, In the cave of villages
within the boundary of which there is no forest, an adjascent tract
beyond the boundary will be set apart for the use of the villagers, who
must, before resorting to it, produce before the Patil in charge of it, a
permit from their own village officer(d}, "

5. 8o long as such liberal priveleges were given it appears that pesction ia
the ryot found it tolerable to carry on his pursuit with a sense of ease. Forest Policy
“The arrangements then made were not dictated solely by considerations
nf revenue and conservency but were also influenced by sympathy and
regard for the customary priveleges of the ryotsand the welfare of the
agricultarists.(e) ” The forest was divided into two classes in 1880-the

(@) Vide Gazetteer p. 417.

{6) Forest prievances in North Canars, representation made to bthe Col-
lector of North Canara on behalt of the Kumta Agrioultural Association in
Maroh 1918—p. 7.-

b
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reserved and protected. In the whole of the North Canara district
the reserved forest was 466 sq. miles, while that of the other class was
3048 sq. miles, The needs of the ryots could well be met by recourse
to the minor protected jungle, But a reactionary policy set in 1¢90 and
tha reaction has been progressively worsening since then and today the
vyot Justly feels that his interests are being sacrificed to the forest.

"';:i'::lfz::“ The agriculturist has been deprived of the right of free grazing,

inadequate 1D Many a case, people complained to us that they were charged for
grazing their cattle in their own bettas {f), They are allowed certain
priveleges in minor jungles. e.g. removal of head-loads of felled dead wood
of unreserved trees for domestic purposes but not for the purposes of
Jagri, removal of clay and stones indicated by the Forest officer, of
canes, creeper ang forest produce save those specially reserved from time
to time, of thorns, brushwood, bamboos etc, But these previleges
appear to have been of no use at some places because the minor jungles
there are useless. 'We shall not dilate on this point but orly refer to
the able presentation of this subject in the representation made to the
Collector of Kanara on behalf of the Kumta agricultural Association
by 8j. G. R. Masur, the Secretary of the Association in 1918,
which memorandum the Collector was pleased to characterise ‘“‘as
a reasoned and able presentation of the case for agriculture, ” Further
it is common knowledge that the adminstration of the Forest rules has
been unduly rigorous.

Poor and ignrant ryots are hunted down for trivial wrongs. The
forest administration report for 1906-07 contains the following remarks:
“ There is a general complaint all along the coast that under the existing
settlement no provision exists for supplying the asgricultural and dome
stic needs of the people.” The trouble given by petty officials was nof
small. * According to the Collector’s experience the guards of Sirsi
division bear the least enviable reputation in the district, Blackmail i8
doubtless of every-day occurence. As a class, they seem fo stand in
urgent need of improvement” (Forest Administration Report 190 7-03),
Antagonism . What we have stated in general terros in the district has been
b;"rg‘:i:uﬁ::? equally true as to the talukas of Sirsi and Siddapar. The reserved forest |
in Sirsi is 236.64 sq. miles as against 34.01 in 1880. A clear analysis of

(f) Land given to the agrionlturists at the rate ol 9 aocres per one acré of
gardenland to enable tho gardeners to prepare manure efor from the leaves
there-from- ‘ ‘
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the pressure of the forest on mgriculture is presented in the notes by
Non-official Members incorporated in the Report of the Forest Grievances
Enquiry Committee Part 2, P. 63. “Eanara is the only forest district in
the Presidency where population and cultivation are both declining. The
Committee visited some places in Kumtha and Sirsi talokas where
forest has been extended to the very doors of the cnitivations and habita-
tions.” The report then proceeds to give instances snd observes, " Pro-
ximity of closed proper forest round about cultivation and babitution
gserves as & haunt for wild animale and reptiles dangeroua to life snd
cultivation and a hot-bed for malaria brought about by the thick over-
growth of nseless vegetation choking the process of ventilation snd by
the decaying of organic matter, It interferes with the right of grazing
and the exercise of priveleges. It also gives rise to impounding of cattle,
ravages of wild beasts, scarcity of water, harassment by forest officials,
insanitary conditions of the locality sffecting the lives of the residents,
thereby making the very existemce of agricuiture and habitation difficult
snd impossible, On account of such forest pressure, both population and
cullivation in some villages and hamlets have been extinct and in the case
of some villages they are in the very verge of extinction ™ Frow our own
personal observation and the repeated statements made fo us we are in
& position to say that almost the limit has been reached in this matter
and it is no mere rhetoric to say that the agricalturists are feeling that
their interests are being throttled by the invasions of the reserved forests,
Even Mr. H. Tupper, as back as 1918 admitted that there had been an
antagonism between agriculture and the forest. He hoped that the ant-
ngnism would be temporary but that has proved to be a vain hope,

7. It is not our purpose to enter into a detailed enquiry into il the
causes of the present agricultural deterioration but we feel bound to
touch on the main causes of the present misery and discontent. the precis
of the Settlement report has dealt with the present deterioration of
sgriculture especially the garden tract in detail. Among other things,
it says “(1) Wild pigs cause muck of the loss to crops. (2) In some
parts people have deserted whole villages and magares or groups of villages,
havae played by the wild elephants being the principsl canse of the mig-
ration of the villagers. (3) Considerable mischief is done to crops by
monkeys aleo everywhere. (4) There are sufficient grounds for issuing
wore guan licenses in all parts of the taluka. (5) Considersble difficalties
8re experienced in regard to keeping the lands under cultivation. (€) One
third of the private lands are lying uncultivated. Fallow land has in-

Causes of
Agricultaral
deteriaration
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creased by about 50% since the year 1900. (7) The enormous increase in
deaths between the years 1912 and 1921 is the result of the inzanitary
climate and malazia. (8) The condition of the owners of garden lands
is not what it ought to be, Most of them are largely indebted and this
indebtedness is mainly responsible for their inferior cultivation, (9) The

cultivation of the garden lands is not as profitable as it was some years
ago. H

8, Under these trying circumstances it would not be surprising if
people chose to desert their homey and find & more convenient living
elsewhere. In fact we find that the two talukas like the rest of the

district are beinyg gradually depopulated as the census figures given below
will show :—

1891 1901 1911 1921 1931

SIRSI 53,922 53,071 47,835 40,987 39,95
SIDDAPUR. ... 42,631 41,344 37,334 32,208 33,379

So during the conrse of 40 years Sirsi shows m decrease of abool
14000 or about 26% and there is a decrease of 9252 or 21% in the
Siddapur taluks. Appendix M. to the precis of Collins' report for
Siddapnr taluka shews that whole families have sometimes deserted their
homes and moved to neighbouring territory. A large part of the decrease
was due to the migration of those who lived on !abour. Prohibition of
raising Kumri has been stated to us to be one of the causes contribu-
tory to thia migration of labour from the territory.

This scarcity of labour led in its turn to the deterioration in cultiva-
tion, The number of fallow lands increased in both the talukas as cad
be seen from the table given below : ( extracted from the Precis )

SIRSI
Average for Average for Averags
1800-01—1904-05, 1910-11—1914-15. 1919-20--1023-24,
Occnpied 20,260 33,475 34,620
Of which 20,020 90,172 19,799
caltivated
Fallow 7,20 13,303 14,821
Govt, wasie 10,046 4,7¢6 3,708

L
9. Itis a fact that the decrease in the cultivated ares is not as

great as the decrease in the population. But this does not mean that
the people were any the better for it, because the decrease in populs-
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tion has been, as shown above, due to the migration of labour which in
its turn led to deterioration of crop produce and an increase in the cost
of cultivation. Another effect of this gradual scarcity of labour resulted in
the rise iz wages which is given in full in the appendix,

Further there has been deterioration in the out-turn of garden
crops as is observed by Mr, Baskerville in the Precis of the Settlement
Report: * There is sufficient evidence to shew that the out-turn of gar-

den-crop has deteriorated. The difference in the out-turn of peprer and
Cardamom is apparent.”

10. The scarcity of labour, the pressure of forest on agriculture, lm:f.l?:g ‘:‘l
the deterioration in crop produce, the deprivation of agricultural facilities
which the ryots enjoyed in former times are thus the main causes of the
deterioration of agricalture in these talukas. There is one more contri-
butory cause yet to be dealt with, namely the inadequate facilities with
regard to the protection of the crops. The rules noder the Arms Act are
rigorous, and the rules as to shooting in the forest are still more so.
Possession of a gun is not therefore as great a comfort as otherwise it
would have been, Nobody can shoot into a Reserved forest and the
Reserved forest has sometimes come so close to the villages that this rule
practically means that destruction of wild animals is almost prohibited.
Then egain in the issue of licenses a discrimination is made between big
tandholders and smaller ones. Political opinion is penalised and we have a
copy of an order before us which shows that at one stroke of the pen on
one single day the Collector cancelled the gun-licenses given for erop-
protection of 84 persons on the alleged grounds of their sympathising with
the Civil disobedience movement, And unless it is seriousty argued
that persons that happen to range themselves against the present system
of Government have no civic rights to protect their life and property
from the depredation of wild animals, such orders can have no legal or
moral justification. The rules do empower certain aathorities to with-
bold & license for reasonstheymay consider fit, but political opinions snd
activities of a person can be no valid ground for cancelling & license, un-
less the authorities have really reasons to think that the license would be
abused. There was another complaint brought before us in this con-
Dection that before a license can be secured the applicant has to spend
on an average Rs. 40-50 in satisfying the subordinate officials in Govern.
ment service. We have no reason to disbelieve these complaints and

- We think this must be acting as a great deterrent,
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I1. Hedged in by so many handicaps it is no surprise if during the
last 30 years we find the peasahtry heaving in debt. We bave not been
able to secure exhaustive figurs for each village in the two talukas but the
evidence that has come before uvs is sufficient to give us an idea of the
extent of indebtedness from which these poor peasants have been suffering.
We cull a few extracts from the reports we bave received in regard to
indebtedness. The following table gives the results of an intensive study
of four villages from different parts of Sirsi taluka.

»

R T e
Hare-Hulikal .., 16 17,700 2 1,106-4-0
Targod 20 31,750 3 1,587-8-0
Mundgesar 27 18,775 5 695-8-0
Gonsar w23 28,300 ? 1,230-0-0

A similar detailed study in Harogar centre revealed a debt of
Rs. 94,981—4—0 in an aggregate of 102 families,

12. It was owing to these adverse circumstances that Mr, Collins
the Settlement Commissioner recommended a reduciion in the assesse.
ment of gardenlands to the extent of Rs, 5,720 in Sirsi and Rs. 5,972 in
Siddapur. But these proposals were not put into effect, The peassnts,
especially the garden land-holders, continued to border on bankruptcy
when there was asudden and severe slump in prices in 1930, Tbe
seriousness of the fall may be seen from the table of the course of prices
given below ;—

Prices prevalent in the Siddapur taluka from 1900—1931.
The same prices hold good for Sirsi also more or less,

The figures repreesent Seers of 80 tolas per rupee (g).

Betelouts Cardamoms, Pepper. Rice.
1888-1899 ... 3-1 0- 5 2-9 11-12
1900-1908 ... 3- 0 0-3 1- 8 10- 6
1909-1917 ... 2- 8 0-5 1-12 8- 9
1918 e 2-3 0-10 iI-3 7-13
1919 we 2- 8 0-9 1- 2 C4- 2
1920 e 3-14 0-35 1-12 5- 6

(g) The rates are all as in Government records. .
The figures stand respectively for Seers and Chutaks (T'g of a Seer).
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1921 e 2~ 4 0- 7 2- 2 6-12
1922 e 1-13 0- 35 2- 2 5-15
1923 1- 8 0- 3 2- 0 5-15
1924 e 1-4 0- 2 9~ 0 6- 2
1925 Figures not available to us

1926 Jan, e 1-10 0-4 0-12 -0
1927 ,, e Z-5 0- 4 0-13 6- 7
1928 1-13 0- 3 0- 9 5-14
1929 ,, e 1-9 0- 3 0- 9 6-11
1930 ,, ce 1-12 0- 5 0-10 7-11
1930 April 2- 6 0- 6 0-9 9- 4
1930 July e 3-2 0- 7 0-12 8-11
1930 October ... 5- 2 0-12 1- 0 8-3
1931 Jaun. 4-13 0-9 1-10 9-11

Betelnut and Rice are, as already observed, (he two main paying
crops and the prices detailed above will easily show the fall they under-
went. The condition of the garden-land was already so bad in 1924
that in spite of a rise in prices as between the period 1888-1924 Mr.
Collins had to propose a reduction of assessment on garden-lands. When
prices went far lower than those current in 1924, the condition of the
garden-land-holders may' essily be imagined. Asfor the rice lands
the prices of rice having undergone serious fall, the anticipations of
Mr. Collins that the prices current in 1924 would be steady, failed and
the owners of rice-lands were also hit hard by the slamp in prices. We
might here draw attention to the fact that so far as betelnut is concerned
the prices current in October 1930 were the lowest ever recorded during
the preceding 42 years. 8o were the prices of the other commodities
more or less.

II. FALL IN PRICES ANﬁ GOVERNMENT
ATTITUDE.
Government

13. When the prices fell so abnormslly, the lot of these already approached far
impoverished agriculturists may better be imagined than stated. Til relief,
1930 they had regularly paid the assessment somehow or other but this
fall in prices tried their strength and found them hombled down. Their
only course was to approach the authorities, and seek relief by way of
8uspension or remission. The agriculturists of Sirsi met in a conference
in January and discussed the economic distress. The agriculturists of
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Siddapur held a conference in which resolutions were passed praying for
relief. Representations were made by the agriculturists but as Mr.
Keshawain puts it in his statement, the Collector of the District was not
disposed to consider the representations sympathetically, He replied
that “the rains were particnlarly favourable and that the currens prices
were not less than those which prevailed at the time of the original
settlement viz. about the year 1885 and that these were not valid grounds
for relief. ” He ignored the fact that the cost of production had very
highly increased during that period. A deputation of representatives of
land-holders and ryots waited npon the Collector at Sirsi in the first
week of February, but no definite assurance of relief was given to them,
All that the Collector did was to extend the date of payment of the
2nd instalment from 15th April to the 15th May. We find that the
main reasons of this indifference of the officials was that in the wrong
belief that this was a political move the Government authorities did not
pause to enquire into the economic distress of the peasants,

Under these circumstances the farmers made a resolve not to pay
the taxes until the Government enquired into the economic distress and
gave appropriate relief. The Congress gave them full support in this
their hour of need. Most of the garden land-holders stood firm. In spite
of all efforts by Government officials, Rs 45,000 were vet due on account
of the first instalment in Sirsi and Rs. 40,000/- in Siddapur. Most of
this balance was due from garden-land-owners. After the Gandhi-Irwin
Agreement, the Working Committee issued instructions that where-ever
no-tax campain was going on, on an economic basis, people affected should
seek redress through other ways. Representatives of the two talukas
met together and discussed the situation with Provincial leaders, It was
there settled that Mahatma Gandhi should be approached and kept
informed of the situation. It was also settled to approach the revenue
officials again.

Accordingly a deputation of the ryots of Siddapur waited upon the
Collector but in vain, Mr, Keshawain, the president, of Sirsi Ryofs
Association wrote to the Collector representing to him all the facts. In
reply the Collector wrote that the date of the payment of the 2od ips-
talment was extended to the 15th of May and added with a sense of finality
*“This is the utmost concession that can be granted.” Meanwhile Mr.
Diwakar was deputed to see Mahatuaji. He saw Mahatmaji and explained
the whole situation. Mahatmaji accorded whole-hearted support to the
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cause of the ryots. Mr. Diwakar came to Poona and at his request,
Messrs. Karki, Jog, and Angadi, mewmbers of the Bombay Legislative
Council, saw Mr. Smart, the Commissioner, S. D. but the Commissioner
did not pay any heed in regard to the request for relief in these two
talukas, The matter was again raised in the Legislative Council by
Mr., V. N, Jog on 18th March 1931 but the Revenue mewmber,
Mr. Hudson suggested that the movement was political. While these
approaches were being made, coercive processes had already begun.

14 The first attachment of movable property was eflected in
Siddapur taluka on 8th March, At that time Rs. 45,000 were due on the
first instalment in Sirsi and about Rr. 40,000 in Siddapur. Most of this
balance was due from garden-land-owners. Attachments commenced
in the Sirsi taluka on the 26th March. Till the 9th April, there were
in all 63 attachments of movable property in Sirsi and 80 in Siddapur.
The attached property was attempted to be sold in 8 cases in Siddapur.
Criminal proceedings were instituted against volunteers who peacefully
picketted the auction sales, Notices under S.'46, District Police Act to
qui$ the district were issued against 10 volunteers in the Siddapur talu-
ka. No such prosecutions were however launched in Sirsi taluka though
attachments ete. continued.

15 In the meanwhile, as these coercive processes were iu full swing
the Congress representatives again waited upon Mabatma Gandhi and
Sardar Vallabhabhai Patel, the President of the Congress. It is under-
stond that as a result of a talk between Mahatmaji and the Viceroy, a
more conciliatory attitude was taken by the revenue officials and we find
that the Commissioner, Southern Division became amenable to a compro-
mise and through the mediation of §j. P, R. Chikodi, M. Li C. of Beigaum,
entered into an agreement with Sj. R. R. Diwakar, the then president of
the Karnataka Prov, Congress Committee under whose direction the
movement in Sirsi and Siddapur had been conducted and on the 9th
April, the Commissioner, S, D. issued the following order.

No. R. E. V.

OFFI1CE OF THE COMMISSIONER, 3. D,
Belgaum, 9tk April 1931

MEMORANDUM:

“ Mr. R. R. Diwakar proposes to call off the no-tax campaign in Sirsi and
Siddapur talukss provided the Colleotor receives and deals with individual
applications of holders of garden-lands asking for suspension of the 2od instal-

Cotrcive
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Progress,

Signs of
recontiliation,
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ment owing to bardship in paying due to the heavy fall in the price of betal,

nut and other garden produce. {Vide Commissioner's Memorandum No. R.E.V,
dated Tth April 1931).

** If the Collestor finds on enquiry into individual cases of hardship that
a onse for the general postponement of the 2nd instalment of land revenus on
garden lands in the above two talukas appears to have been made onf, he
should report to the Commissioner with a view to obtaining Government orders
for the grant of this eoncession. The Commissioner has no power to grant
such s concession,

“As soon as Mr, Diwakar fulfills his promise to oall off the campaign,

coercive processes shounld be stopped including aotion under Section 148
L. R. Code.

" Fines for non-payment of revenus imposed but not already levied will
be cancelled.”

Sd/ W. W, Smart,

Commissioner, 8, Division.
f;:i’h":‘f"“:;t’h 16. In accordance with the above-mentioned agreement, the eco-
nomic campaign ceased, volunteers were withdrawn aund Congress
workers did their best to persuade land owners to pay up the ftrst instal-
ment and present applications for the suspension of the 2nd instalment
It ba.ins us much to have to come to the conclusion, after full considera:
tion of the evidence and record before ug, that officials then and there-
after, did not play by the game with the poor distressed ryots. Even
by taking loans and sometimes by the sale of necessaries of life, the
land-holder somehow paid the first instalment in the hope that ready
relief would be given in the second instalment. Their hopes proved
futile. All went well till the 25th April. Ryots paid the first instalment
and began fo take back their articles. Cases against the volunteers were
postponed sine die, Fines were remitted. But a re-action set in after
the 25th, by which date, mainly owing to the persuasion of Congress
authorities, the people had paid over most of the amount due on the
first instalment even at great hardship, in many cases by recourse to
loans. Insome cases, the attached movable articles were not returned
even after payment of the Ist instalment. Mr. Keshawain wrote a letter
on the 220d April to the Collctor, bringing to his notice all the relevant
facts about garden-lands and also urged that in view of the fact that 50%
of the rice lands were fallow, the Collector be pleased to consider the
question of suspending land revenue demand on fallow rice lands also:
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He wrote another letter on the 27th to the same effect. We regret to
say that the Commissioner in reply to this letter made allegations against
the Congress, with whom he had entered into a solemn agreement,
allegations which we find are false and unworthy to have been made by
s responsible officer like the Commissioner. In paragraph 2 of that
letter be observed :

" The present settlement in these two talukas has remained unaltered from
40 to 60 vears, daring which time in spite of a rise in prices and favourable
circumstances, Government have kept faith with the occupants and oceunants
bave kept faith with Government, until they were instigated or intimidated not
to pay, by the Congresa leaders, who embarked on a no-tax oampaign in spite
of the Trwin- Gandhi Pact. " ]

17. We have carefully scanned tnrough the evidence that was
brought before us. 'We have closely observed the situation on the spot.
We have seen the poverty of the distressed ryots in the true perspective.
And we venture to submit that there is no truth in the attack levelled
against the Congress by the Commisioner. By all that we have seen
and read, we are convinced that, had not the Congress come to the
rescue of the poor ryots, they would not have been able to earn the con-
cessions they have been able to, with Congress support and under Con-
gress gaidance, In his letter dated 4th May to the Commissioner
Mr. Keshawain observed * Referring to the Congress activities, I can
only say that the ryots in their helplessness welcomed any assistance in
their hour of need. The Congress people cannot be blamed for their
coming to the aid of the ryots. In other parts as well as in this district
also, the no-fax campaign was called off as soon as the truce was dec-
lared, But in Sirsi and Siddapur talukas it was not based on political
motives but it was due to acute economic depression. The people have

_ approached with their representation and have all along acted in a con-

stitutionl way.” We find that the undignified remarks of the Commis-
sioner are perfectly un-warranted by the facts. It is sufficient for vs to
observe here that if one wants to see how Govt. has kept faith with the
poor agriculturists, he shouid just glance through the causes of misery of
the occupant s given by the Settlement Commissioner in his Report,
The Commissioner further stated in his letter :—

" In any oase, they (i. e. the estimates of costs of cultivation etc) arb
irrelevant ag Government have in the lags session of the Bombay DLegislative
Council stated olearly that suspensions will not and esu wot be granted on the
ground of the fall in prices in ome year during the course of settlements
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gusranteed for 30 years, It is only persons who are genuinely unable to find
money to pay the second istalment that have any claim %o consideration. Itis
possible that the Collector may find from the result of enquiry ir the capagity
to pay of small garden-holders in the less favourably situated tracta that thesa

are geuninely unabie to pay owing to inability to raise the amounts due on the
2nd instalment. "'

18. Applications were addressed by the ryots to the Colleetor in
accordance with the agreement of the ‘9th April. Naturally the cause
of the requested suspension was nearly the sams in all the applications,

Naturally also Congress workers helped the people in the draft and

despatch of these applicants. In strict accordance with the agreement,

the Collector ought to have personally enquired into the ability or
otherwise of the applicants. He went to 2 or 3 villages, in one case
accompanied by Mr Keshawain and then he appears to have done with

enquiries. The following letter from the Commissioner shows what was
the result of the Collector’s enquires :—

Office of the Commissioner S, D.
Belgaum, 31st April 1931.
DEAR MR....

evna

“ I hava received s ‘etter irom Mr. Aminuddin which shows that the Cons
gress leaders or the Local agitators are not keeping to the letter or spirit of the
undertaking given by thera. Petitions in a sheraotyped form obviously dlct.atad
by Congress ara pouring in for suspension or remission of not oaly the 2ad
instalment of garden-lande but of rice lands.

' The petitions are not individual applicationa eveo for the guspension of
the 2nd inetalment of garden-lands, They give no individual reasons for
inability to pay and are mostly from Muligenidars (i. e. permansnt tenants )

of garden-lands and not from the cocupants who appear to have recovered their
rents already.

" The above remarks apply spesially to Sirsi where volunteers deprived

apparently of Congrsss pay are moving about and gotting food and money from
the people.

“ Also the Coongress told the people not to pay the 3od instalmeunt wihhoui
instruotions and are assoring all garden: bolders of land that the 2o0d instalmen
will ba postponed...... .

“ It is imposgible for the Collector to decide in accordance with the Con«
gress undertaking in this case and the terms of the Gaundhi-Irwio Pact whetber
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petitions for sugpension are genuine or nob if stereotyped applications are
made wholesale.

Yours sinceraly,
W. W. Smart.”

We shall only observe, with regard to the contents of the letter,
that the allegations made were wholly incorrect. We regret that re-
sponsibie officers like the Collector and the Commissioner should have
given themselves to use undigaified langnage like that in some parts of
the letter quoted above,

19. In pursuance of the spirit of the letter above-mentioned, stereo-
typed replies that the application was rejected began to be received by
the agriculturists. But coercive measures commenced even before the
final decision of the Collector on all the applications. On the 11th June
the following order was issued by the Mamlatdar of Sirsi :—

" From the Taluks Katcheri—

" The following order has been received {rom the Commissioner by telegram.
to ail Circle Inspeatora and Village Officers :

“Land revenne has been in arrears for a long time in your firkas and eircles
Therefore there is no need of a demand nofice.

“ Now land revenue has to ba realised by resort to all ooercive processes
other than demand notier,

* Theratore in cases where attachment is necessary orders should immedia-
tely be taken from here.

" In oases where attachment ia inadeguate, forfeit noties ghould be sent.
In the 70 villages previously sommunicated eosrcive measures should not be
undertaken for tha present, in regard to the 2nd instalment of the garden-land.

* The year end is approaching. Therafore all processes should be completed
within 10 days.  If you fail to do this you will be held responsible. Your report
that all coercive procssses have been complated should reach befors the 25th
June’31, You should not fail, understand.

11-6-31 83/ V. A. Telang "

Mamlatdar, Sirsi.

Accordingly, without much thought as to whether the agricuiturists
were really able to pay or mot coercive processes were begun, These
will be notified in & little detail in the next paragraph. But we find here
necessary to note our conmsidered opinion that the agreement of the
9th April was not scruplously observed by the Government.

Coereion
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I1I, OPPRESSIVE COERCION BY
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.

20. According to the Government admission in Sirsi taluka there
were in all 120 attachments of movable property and 5 sales of mov.
able property, forfeiture of rice lands 11, of garden lends 8 In Siddapur
taluka there were 231 attachments of which sales weree flected in 10 cases
attached property returned in remaining 221 cases; in 8 cases rice lands
were forfeited and in 9 cases garden-lands. Government officials were
expected to be careful to observe all legal requiremsnts and not to give
unnecessary provocation to the sentiments of the persons in distress. We
have recorded numerous statements as to the pecpliarly harsh—in some
cases—irregular manner in which the coercive proceéses were enforced. We
have found that in a large unmber of cases the Police accompanied the
revenue officials. The people bad exhibited no tendency of violence and
the presence of the Police could have been utilized only to exercise pres-
sure on the poor peasants, Of the numerous statements of complaints that

have been recorded in our inquiry we quote here one or two to illustrate
the method of these coercive processes.

Statement of Shrikrishnabhaita Ganapatbhatin of Kerehonda, of Chapparmane
grama;—

(i) “The aseessement I have to pay amounts to Rs. 40. Last year the crop
was Dot good asnd prieces were not fair. Ib this way sssesament could not he
paid. On the 2nd instant I received a notice. But hefors I received the notics,
tboy had attached property at my honse. They did not give me time when I
asked it at the time of attachment. They attached a copper pot and & milah
buffalos. Theo in accordance with the Mamlatdar’s order that the abtnched
goods would be released on payment of the first instalment, I raised a loan and
paid the first instalment. They asked me to come after 4 daye. I went so
cordingly but still thay did not give. After a time I paid the second inatalment.
Then they returned my oopper pot. Tha)did ot return the buffaloe, On 'ba-
ing asked about the buffalos they said that the buffalos was sold for tha graziog
fees. Thus I did not get back my buffaloe. At the time of paying the firs
instaimentd had paid the praziug fees Rs. 3-8-0 in accordance with the
Mamlatdar’s word ( instruction ).  But still he did not give me my huffalos st
that time....seeeeseesseeneeses] Waited at bis door apd said T would fast till T got

back my buffaloe. I was pusbed away by the Police. I am now gettiog rie
from the relief fund. *’

Statement of Ganapayya Svbrayya, Itagi gram, Siddapnr Taluks :—

(ii) Patel, Shanbhag and Ugrani cams Lo attachment for first instalment
of Rs. 6/*. Deponent not at bome nor any malg membar. Wife of deponent
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aeked officiala to wait bub they did not comply. OQut of fear she tried to shut
the door, but the door being foreibly pushed in by the attaching party stuok
snd ibjured the woman's forehead, aud bangles in her hand also broks.

21. We shall not make any further extracts. There are numerous
complaints of this nature. We shall just cite a few more instances of
high-handedness in the matter of these attachments. The property of
the uncle of Mahadev Subrao of Shivgaum ( Sirsi taluka ) was attached
for the latter’s arrears. At Mattinke in Shiralgi (Siddapur taluka), the
Mamlatdar had gone with armed police, Circle Inspector, nnd village
officer ; the shanbhag lifted a pot in which rice was being cooked and
attached it. This was brought to the notice of the Mamlatdar but he
expressed his helplessness to do anything in the matter. At Makkigadde
of Shashigali grama, Siddapar taluka, the Circle Inspector, shanbhag, and
2 armed police broke open the door of Vishweshwar Venkappa Hegade in
his absence, in spite of the protest of his servants and took out articles
for attachment. Revenue officials attached a cart and bullocks belong-
ing to Ganapati Narayanbhatt of Hannagunde, Siddapur Kasaba (Sidda-
pur taluka) for arrears due from his annt. In some cases the floor of
the house was dug and in others, articles of daily necessity and agricul-
tural implements were attached. We have excluded all secondary evi-
dence from our enquiry and we are in'a position to state, as our consider-
ed opinion, that the revenue officials in many cases were unnecessarily
horsh, unjust and <rreqular in the manner of conducting coercive
processes. '

22. We regret, however that the officials were not content with
such sort of oppressive coercion. We have to take note of what, in all
certainty was a gross injustice to the already too oppressed peasantry and
a gross fraud practiced on the Government by its subordinate officials.
It appears that realising that in spite of all coercision, the ryots would
not beable to pay the balance, they proposed & tagavi loan of Rs. 25,000
to help the ryots who were in distress, When the peasants clamoured
for a suspension, what was the motive in the tagavi loan which was to be
ndvanced to the ryot at 8% interest is mot plain tous. Nor are we
aware of any published resolutions of the Goverament in tegard to this
matter, We are sure from personal enquiries inade that no peasants
asked for Tagavi whea they had still nob paid up the assessment. We
are unable to say who originated the idea of giving tagavi to the people
when still the assessment had yet to bs realised from the peasants. From
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what followed, we must observe that this was an ill-judged measure.
We have a suspicion that the peasants were unwilling to avail of this, what
strikes us as a gratuitous loan, lest it be credited in payment of their
arrears and over and above a burden of 8% interest created ; for, the Com.
missioner in a letter to the General Secretary of the Karnatak Provincial
Congress Committee says, * Rs, 25,000/-has been sanctioned by Govern-
ment for distribution as tagavi for purchase of seed & bullocks in the three
talukas of Sirsi, Siddapur and Yellapur as a special case, Its distribu-
tion has begun but is being expedited. Little advantage of this con-
cession has been taken so far.” We shall now proceed to see how, at

least in some cases this was abused. We quote a couple of relevant
statements :—

*1, Jeevottam Erishnabhatt of Bilgi Taluka Siddapur state on solemn
affirmation as follows :-—

I had paid the 1st instalment of lagt year’s assessment. I had notb paid
the second instalment on accouus of diffieulties. The Magistrate’s clerk,
Ugrani and the shanbhag had come for attashment, Tappeli, Topa ( cooking
pot) snd other pots used for sooking puddings were attached and taken to the
Patel’s house. On the very next day the shanbbag said ' I shall give tagavi.
Puay up the assessment by that and take baock the movable property.” The
Magistrate’s olerk wrote the tagavi form that I wanted the money for
bullocks and seed. The amount of my second instalment is Rs. 23. They
tocok my signature on the tagavi form for that much amount. They did not pay
me in cagh, They have given me mersly a receipt for assessmect, "

The statement of Subrao Venakataraman Hegde of Tallinmane
Bakkal grama of Sirsi Taluka is as follows :

* 1 could nob pay the 2nd instalment last year on account of dfficulties,
There was an attachment in the neighbour’s house. The shanbbag said to me
' Why worry yourself unnoessarily ? Take tagavi and pay up the assessment.’
The amount of my second instalmen$ is Rs. 19. I applied for a tagaviloan
of Rg. 50/~ in the hope thab it may be useful both for the asgessment and agri-
cultaral purposes. But the Mamlatdar said "“That much eannot be sanctioned.
Only amount to the extent of the assessment will be sanctioned.” He sanctioned

20 rupees, gave me one rupes iu cash and credited the remaining for assess-
ment. "

Another statement of one Venkataramanna Timmappa Hegde of

™. _ DY AT N | [l - h]
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" 1 bad not paid the 2nd instalment of lagt year on acoounb of difficultisa,
About Re. 200/~ bad to be paid. They had coma for attachment, But thay
went away without sbtacbing property. And the Qirale Inspector, ehanbhag
oto., nsked me to pay the assessment at laast by taking tagavi. Iput my
signature to the tagavi applioation prepared by shanbhag., On presenting the
spplication the Mamlatdar said that more than Ra.100 could not be sanctioned.
I anid that it would be of no use, to me. On hearing this the MamIatdar enclos-
ed the application in an envelope and sent it to the Prant officer.,, with me.
The Prant officor sanotioned it. Then I was given a receipt for my assessment
sod after deducting the assessment I was given six or seven annas. »

Nagappa Shivaram Hegde of Tallinmane Bakkala grama of Sirsi
Taluka stated before the Committee that at the instance of the shanbhag
he applied to the Mamlatdar for tagavi for Rs. 100. The assessment he
was t0 pay was Bs. 26- But the Mamlatdar said ¢ That much (Rs. 100)
cannot be sanctioned. We shall give you only to the extent of the assess-
ment.’ A tagavi of Rs. 30 was granted and after deducting the amount
of assessment, Rs. 4 were paid in cash to the applicant. We shall Dot
burden this account by a detailed report of these instances which are
summarised in the appendix. We have no reasons to disbelieve the
witnesses, who have made open statements with a full knowledge of the
consequenses and they were warned that the statements wou-ld 1_)9
published making allowances as far as possible to minor inaccuracies, in
staternents made by them, The broad fact remains that some of the
subordinate revenue officials in the two talukas abused the provisions of
the Agriculturists’ Loan Act (India Act XII of 1884) which provides for
such loans only for the relief of disress, the parchese of seed or cattle or
any other purpose not specifed in the Liand Improvement Lioans Act of
1883 but connected with agricultural objects with the knowledge that
they were so contravening the express provisions of the said Act.
Referring to this gross irregularity, Mr. L. T. Karki in his Ier_.ter to the
Collector (22-6-1931) said * Anpother gross irregularity of wh'lch I have
heard is that those who have no means to pay the second fnsh,a.lment
are made to apply for short term loans under the Agriculturists’ Lioan
Act to the extent of the instalment due to be paid as assessme.nls gnd the
money directly ecrdited to Government as assessment pald by the
Khatedar, which is nothiong short of book-adjustment. This novel pro-

cedure of revenué recovery means & distinct departure -and abuse of the
which admits of purchase of seed and pleugh-

provisions of the Act peded, due to
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indigence of the cultivators.” It is not for us to judge what effect such
doings have on the adminstration, for the persons affected are bound to
lose faith in the legality of Government transactions. But we are of
opinion that this abuse of tagavi has imposed on the persons concerned
the additional burden of interest at 8%. For otherwise these persons
were entitled to a suspension of assessment due from them. Qur enquiry
has not enabled us to exhaust the number of such instances and there-
fore we are not in & position to say what portion of the sanctioned
tagavi was so abused, Nor are we in a position to fix the responsibility
and spportion blame for this abuse, It is neither profitable, nor, we
believe, necessary within the scope of our enquiry to apportion blame in
that manner. But we feel it our duty to record our opinion that
Government who ought to be jealous of the purity of administration do
institute an enquiry into these serious allegations of the ryots and bring
to book all of its servants who are found, on an impartial enquiry, to be
guilty of these breaches of a statutary provision so that popular confidence
in Government, which, we have observed has received a rude check, may
be restored,

23. The distresss of the ryots was so great that in spite of coercion
and even after the realisation of part of assessment from the Tagavi,
ostensibly granfed for seed and catile, there still remained a substantial
balsnce. This the Goveroment ultimately suspended. The amount of
such suspension in Sirsi taluka was Rs, 8,000/~ and Rs. '12,000/- in
Siddapur. But the economic distress had thrown a large number of
agriculturists into destitution and in some cases the exactions of land
revenue brought the peasants to starvation. It was found on enquiry that
abont 314 families would require immediate relief. A local committee
with Sjt. Keshawain as president approached the Gandhi Seva Sangha
Karnatak Branch for help. Seth Jamanalal Bajaj paid a visit to the two
talukas on the 1st June, and the work commenced in July. About
Rs, 10,000/~ were collected for this work from all parts of Karnataka, as
well as distant places like Bombay and Rangoon. Medicine was also dis-
tributed. But it is sad to note that the Goverament not only did not
do anything to promote the releif but it tried to thwart it wherever it
could. The Collector wrote to the President, Karwar District Liocal
Board that there was po keen distress aud when the Board did ultimate
ly sanction Rs. 500/~ the Collector refused to sanction it. Similar grants
were made by the Municipalities of Sirsi and Kumtha and the taluka
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Local Boards of Siddapur and Kumtha but the Collector vetoed all these
grants. 'We must characterise this indifference as unwise and callous,

IV. INADEQUACY OF PRESENT REMISSIONS

24, It will be remembered that when Mr. Collins made his pro-
posals for reduction in the assessment of garden lands, the prices of
garden produce were bright but now in addition to the other handicaps
the gardeners are faced with a heavy fall in prices. In its rejoinder
to the Congrese charge sheet Government stated that * the question
of some permanant reduction of garden assessment will be now con-
sidered,” In a resolution published on 17th {October the Govern-
ment of Bombay stated :—

“The ourrent settlements of Sirsi, Siddapur avd Yallapur talukes and
Mundgod Mahal were-to expire in 1925-26. Mr. G. F. 8. Collins. C. I. E.,
0. B. E., I. C. 8. who was appointod as the Settlement officer submitted his

revision proposals in 1926 but ro orders were issued on them in consequence of.

the dacision of the Government not to introduce revision settlements pending
legislation regarding the principles according to which assessment should ba

revised.
* In this report Mr. Collins has suggested the following reductions in the
assessment of garden-lands.

Taluka or Mabhal. Ra.
Sirei, 5,720
Siddapur. 5,972
Yallapur. 3,434
Mundgoed. 10

17,166

“Phe Govornor-in-counecil considers that the relief resommended for ocou-
pants of garden-lands should not be withheld besnuee the propesals as a whole
are kept in abeyance. The need of concession has been accentuated by the recent
Jall in the prices of garden produce, The remissions (sic suspensions) amounting
to Rs. 20,000 were given last year to occupants of garden land, in the talukas
of Sirei and Siddpur. In order to secure more equiteble distribution of land
revenue demand as a whole in the sreas in question, the Governor-in-souncil
is now plensed to direct that remissions egual to the reduetions proposad by
Mr. Collins should be granted every year on garden-lands in the talukas of
Sirsi and 3iddapur, ¥allapur and Mundgod mahal, till current settlements are
finally revised, The orders should bave effect from the ourrent revesuo yesr,

1931—1932.”

Bemissions

granted by
Government
Inadequate,
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‘We have to make some observations with regard to this resolution,
First, whatever the general policy, we deem it unfair to the distressed
garden-holders that the proposals were not immediately put into effect,
especially in view of the admitted fact of their distress and need
of giving immediate assistance. We think it is up to Government ever
now to give retrospective effect to the concessions as from 1925-26. But
as if to meet that in anticipation Government have put forward the
reason of the fall in prices for a reduction now and hereafter. One might
ask, why did Government forget this fact when the Revenue member
declared from his seat in the Legislative council that a fall in prices
Would be no relevant factor in judging the suspension for a particular
year? It is a clear shifting of ground and we bhave no hesitation in say-
ing that the peasants are entitled to a similar remission for the last
5 years at least,

n‘::fi’:';;if;:;s 25. This is not all. For, in our opinion the distress of the ryot
would not be lessened to any great extent by piecemeal concession. We
are afraid that the agriculturists, especially the garden land owners
are on the verge of bankruptcy, We do not want to be understood
to suggest that there are mot any persons that are not well off, but
the number of agriculturists who eke out a comfortable living among
the agriculturists of Sirsi and Siddapur is very small. And by far the
large majority are living on the verge of starvation, This year bas seen
the climax of misery. They have not been able to repay their debts.
Those of them that have tilled other people’s lands have not been able to
pay their land-lord’s rent., We shall just cite an illustration or two from
among the facts that have been brought to our notice. The following
speaks for itself :—

TOTGARS’ SOCIETY, SBIRSI

YEAR. DEBT DUE. DEBT CLEARED. STILL DUE.
1925 16,500 13,350 3,150
1926 29,925 94,490 5,435
1927 24,425 29,180 2,245
1928 21,000 17,200 3.800
19294 11,800 Not paid at all. All debts are all still duse.
1930)

1t is clear from the above that the ryots’ capacity to pay is crippled.
To take another instance there is a Co-operative Society at Hulgol whose
balances of debts have been progressively increasing. |
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Apother index of the present condition wounld be to examine
whether and to what extent agricalturists paid their rev'enue by recourse
to loans. It is difficult to have en exhaustive survey of this nature. We
have some figures placed before us which, show that a uumber of person®
had to to dorrow money to pay the tax and we have come across an

instance when the peasant sold away part of bis immoveable property to
pay the land revenue.

28. The time has therefore come for the taking of an exhaustive
econcmic survey of the conditions of the peasantry in the two talukas,
at present. Conditions may vary:in different localities but a scrutiny
ought to enable us to give a general idea of the precise extent of the
people’s migery. We do not pretend to bave made such a thorough
statistical enquiry but we must say we have done our best to acquaint
ourselves with the general economic condition of the agriculturists at the
present day. In order to avoid vagueness we deputed Sjt. T, S. Nayak
to make a house to house enquiry in 2 villages and his results show that
the average income was 81 and expenditure 83 leaving no margin fo pay
the debt which averaged Rs 60 per head. Tbis was the state of thiugs
last year, when though the prices fell, the crop was at least not much
below the normal yield.

V. EFFECT OF KOLE-ROGA IN 1931

27. If the fall in prices last year was abnormal, there is po sub-
gtantizl improvement this year. In addition tothisa new factor has
made the situation far worse than: what it was; tbat is the abnormat
ruin of the garden crops owing to the Kole-Roga { Rot-Disease ).
That this disease takes an annual toll of crops is not disputed.
We have been informed that the average annual loss amounts to
about 10-12% of the crops oun the gardens affected. As to the origin
of the disease, our impression from what we saw and bheard and
read is that this Oisease aises either from an excess of rain or
an alternate attack of rain and sun, The disease not only ruins
the year’s crops but in many a ease completely dries up the tree
which means an absolute loss, We have ourseives seen & garden
at Bilgi which had been completely affected by Kole-Roga .and 90% of
the crop had been ruined and we saw a number of trees killed by the
disease. . The disease being recurrent every year, the ryots tie covers for
the bunches of betel-stalks, which is a good remedy in norma.! times

Economic Rew
survey Essens
tial,

Hole-roga
in 1931
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But it does not serve any purpose if the rains are abnormally excessive
as they were this year. The table given below will show the extent of
rain during the last 4 years in Siddapur talaka :—

June. July. August. Beptember. QOctober. Nay,
1928 2-95 46-86 24-42 2-566 11-87
1929 33-84 40~10 92-38 §8-51 9-62
1930 25-75 31-8 16-63 11-39 8-25
1931 11-14 43-11 5§7-48 8-59 3-9

The season of growth of the betel crop is from June to October,
And this year’s excessive rain just at the period when betelnut was
yet unripe has played havoc to some extent in Sirsi and to a large extent
in Siddapur. It msuy be argued that since this disease is annual
what grounds are there to show that the disease is abnormal this year.
In the absence of better statistics we have perforce to have recourse to
personal testimony, and that testimony has brovght home to our minds
the fact that the ruin this year is enormous. We append herewith an
anewari estimate prepared by Congress deputies. The calculation and
estimates were wade a month ago, and the misery must have been aggra-
vated since then. Even a cursory glance through the figures will show
the enormous loss that the agriculturists have had to suffer through this
Act of God. We shall not waste more space in commenting on the
obvious and we shall only observe that the agriculturists are entitled
to liberal suspebsion this year also, to the extent of their misery,

VI. CONCLUSIONS AN RECOMMENDATIONS.

28, We have come to the end of our survey, We have done our
best to give our considered opinions on the points of reference that were
entrusted to us for enquiry and report. And our opinions as summarised
on each point are as follows :—

1. That Government was ab initio completely indifferent to the
misery of the people and that some Government officials bave been
barsh and unjust and irregular in the methods of realising the revenue.

2. That the economic condition of the agriculturists has been
gradually deteriorating largely, owing to the ruinous forest policy of the
Govt. and that during the last year and this year particularly they are

on the verge of bankruptcy on account of low prices, and ruin to garden
crops on account of Kole-roga,
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3. That the crops have been substantially ruined this year by anm
abnormal onset of Kole-roga and the agricuiturists are entitled to genes
rous concessions by way of suspenions and remissions.

4. That the concessions announced by the Govt. of Bombay in
regard to garden-lands on the 17th of October are inadequate and should
be extended to the extent rendered necessary by the present economic
conditions and that they should have retrospective effect from at least
the date of the last Settlement enquiry, 1925-26.

29. We shall conclude our report with our recommendations as
regards the remedial measures that are necessary to be adopted for
the amelioration of agricalture, especially the garden-lands in these two
talukas, We must first observe that no extraneous aid would be useful
unless the agriculturist bestirs himself to realise the seriousness of his
position and sets about improving his prospects. It is a hopeful sign to
learn that the Sirsi Mahamandal has prescribed economic measures cutt-
ing down expenses of an agriculturist family, on such ceremonial occasions
like marriage. Bnt no effort by the agriculturist is likely unless the State
removes the abnormal handicaps under which the average agriculturist,
especiaily the garden land owner, is working'today. And among measures
for the amelioration of the agriculturist’s condition at the present time
would be :—

(1) That forest policy be regulated in consonace with the needs
of agriculture and all the privileges poted in the Gazetteer
be restored to the agriculturist.

(2) That assessment on faliow lands be exempted.

(3) That a fresh inquiry into the economic condition of agriculture
be made by Government and the assessment revised in accor-
dance with the need of present situation.

(4) With reference to the conditions in the last and current year,
the Committee recommends that the amount of Tagavi
credited to sssessment be counted assuspended arrears and
that liberal concessions by way of suspension and remission be
given in those villages where they are found to be just and

necessary.

DHARWAR, N. @. Josn1
22-11-1931 D, P. KARMARKAR
T. S

, NaYa

Recommenda~
tions,
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ANNA-VALUATION OF BETEL CROP IN SOME VILLAGES

*Eotagehalli

*Nogar

*Mudgar

Appendix to Paragraph 29

I SIRSI TALUEKA
Hegade Katte Centre

Onsakai-Hegadekatte of

Shivalligrama

Neggu

Hulekal-canfra

3

3

Bettanni-mane, Emmi.gundi,

Kallagadde

Gavinbena, Kalla Methu
Chanchakir
Melin=Eanalli

One part of Kodbal

Harugar Centre

o

J

5

* Balavalli

G b o G o

The villagos marked with an asterisk have received partial suspension

last year.

II SIDDAPUR TALUEA

Anna-valuation of betel-crops in some villages of Siddapur taluka by

perdonal ohservation,

Kansur Centre

Adakalli
Yalugar
Banagi
Kodear
Kansur

Taggin-balagar

Lambapur Centre

Halkani 4
Halgesar (Devisar) 3
Other villages of Davisar grama 6
Gananaguddi 2%
Kangod-kansur

Girgadde

Vajzod 3%
Sungali-Mane 4
Kelagin-Mane 3
Buttalmane 2%
Magali-Malki 2%
Danamaon-majare 6

Other majares of Danamaon
Eeremane

Alavaili

Hukkali

Kudgund

ch on v v o n

[T N )



APPENDIX TO PARAGRAPH 2§

Kaunaale
Kibbale
Gubbagod
Naigar

Hullunds

Nandigal majare of Harighr
Other Majares of Nandigal

Hosatiok
Taresn;r
Heggur
Amabail
Halegauri
Sarkulli

Kariagi

Balesar

Hosamanju-grama

Hairurkeri, of Bilai

Honve-Hadda
Kodasar
Muttalli
Harsi-mane
Eaval-koppa
Huttagdr

Dodmane Centre

Kadavadi
Kallakni

Dodmane

B2 G2 o B2

Herur Centre

3% Koregadda
6 Kanohikai
3 Umbalamane
5 Murur
3 Analebail
3 Attimuradn
2%  Hegge

5 Kibballi
2%

Balur Centre

5 Hasargod

Bilgi Centre

1%  Other Eeris of Bilgi
3

Karki Saval Kendra

Hemgar
Babdarkeri
Sampgod
Golgod
Godlabil
Karki-savala

B Y @ e ot tn
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Kyadgi Centre

Eyadgi-grama b Sakigoli 3%
Itagi 4

Annewars estimate of betal-crop in some of the Villages in which land revenue
collection wae suspended in 1930—81.

EKudgund 3 Radavadi 3
Hukkali 4 Eallakai 2
Alavalli 4 Dodmsane 3
Eeremana 3 Ilimane 6
Danmaon 3 Hullunde 3}
Talekere 3 Harigar 3
Vajagod 3% Hegge 4
Songolimane 4  EKenchikai 5
Kelaginmane 3 Girgadde 5
Sujtalmane 2% Halkani 4
Masalemakki 2% Halgesar of Devisar 3
Eaunsale 2 Other majares of Devisar 6
Kibbale , 3 Gamangudde 2%

Negar 2 Eoangod, Kansur ]
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1. Statement of Mr. 8. N. Eeshawain, President,
Sirsi Taluka Ryot Sangh, Sirsi,

. The economie conditions of the ryots in these parte ara anything but
satisfactory. The abnormal fall of prioe last year acoentusted the situstion, The
gerden bolder was especially badly hit. The situation was duly brought to
the notice of the authorities and relief was sought. In the beginning the
Collestor of the Diatriet was not disposed to consider the representations sympath
etioally, Ha replied that the rains were partioularly favourable, and that the
current pnces wera nob less than those which prevailed at the time of the
original sehblemanr viz abont the year 1885, aod that there were not valid
grounds for granting relief, Hae did not, howevar, take intoc acoount the other
factors that affact the situation. In the past, the cost of production was very
low. The wages had inoreased nearly fourfold during the lagt 45 years. Tha
habits of the people and the standard of living have also changed, Se, it could
be seen, that unless the wages and cost of Jiving appreciably deoreased, the
ryot could oot make both ends meet. In fach, the garden holder could not
realise even the cost of production by the saile of his produce last year. All
these things were then represented to the Collector, and also a deputation of
landholders and ryots waited upon him at Sirsi in January 1931. The then
Colleotor Mr. Baskerville was pleassd to say that he wanted assuravce from
the people that it was no part of the no-tax campaign and that if they paid
the lst instalment of revenua, he would consider tavourably about the suspen-
sion of the 2nd instalment taking, into consideration the economic depression
pravailing,

On the strength of this assurance, more than balf of the khatedars paid
their firat instalment, while othars wera trying to find out the necessary funds
to pay. The Governmens also tried to recover the balanoce of the let instal-
ment by having recourse to coercive measures from March 1931, But still the
full amount could not he recovered. In the meanwhile, the Collector was
approached to maka the anouncement of the suspension of the 2nd ingtalment,
80 that pressure may be brought on those who had still to pay the lst instal-
ment o make payment. To our great surprise and consternation, the Oollector
sent & reply saying that the due date of the 2nd instalment was advanced from

the 15th April to the 15th May 1931. This was po concession ab all, What was
The ryots could not be axpeoted fo

required was relief until the next harvest.
It was therefora deemed advisable

tind morey during the intarvening period.
to approach the Commigsioner and wait jn deputation upon him,
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For this the help of the members of the Legislative Couneil from the
Earnatak was slso songht. Reprassion was still going oo, Mr. R, R, Divakar,
President of the Karnatak Provincial Congress Committes, moved in the matter
on behslf of the ryots, Mr. P. R. Chikodi of Belgaum saw the Commissioner
with a view to make an appointment with him for members of the Legislative
Counoil and the distresced ryots to wait upon him and represent matters. It
appears that the Commissioner was already eatiefied that there was acute
economic depression in these parts and an agreement was arrived at by which
$be Colisetor was to enquire into individual cases and if be found during the
course of engniry that a case for general suspension existed, that be should
recommend for the sama.

In view of this assurance, the ryots were urged to pay the balancs of the
lst instalment and most-of it was paid by borrowing and other means, In the
meanwhile, the Commissioner ravised his opinion and it waa ordered to give
suspension only in a few ill-favoured tracts without the promised enquiry. I
produoce the copies of the relevant ocorrespondence that passed between the
Royta Association and the Government, The result was that coercive mea-
sures were again resorted to and the ryots had to underge much hardship.
Even then all the revenue could not be realised. The Government then granted
some of the ryots fakavi loans apd recovered land revenue. What balance
still remained after these adjustments, was auspended.

Owing to this stats of things, it became imminent to organiga relief to the
needy gardenholders by way of distribution of weekly doles of riee. This
work was organised by a local sommittee in co-operation with the Gandhi Sava
Snagha and the Jooal Congress Committee. I am glad to say tkat the general
publie here as wall ma outside and alsc some public institutions generously
responded to our appeal and we were able to colleet puffioient funde to meet
the erying need.

Owing to heavy and econtinuouns rains this year, betelput gardens in mapny
parts of the Sirsi and Siddapur Talukas are seriously affeoted by the "Koleroga”
with the result that in some places, where they are worst aifacted, even a
four annas orop ie not assured. Though this disease could be found on a small
soale every year, ite bavoe this year is terrible. Such parts where the disease
has taken ite heavy toll deserve the sympathetic consideration of the Govern-
ment in the matter of the recovery of Land Revenue. The government have
rocently, by a Press Communique sanctioped s reduction of Land Revenue io
the Birsi, Siddapur and Yeilapur Talukas. The reduction is based on the
report of Mr. G. F. 8. Colline, the then Settiement Officer in 1926, Though
the annual reduction in Revenue on Garden lands by about Rs. 17000/~ in
there talukas would be welecomed by the hardpressed ryot, this measure would
not go a long way in easing the situation. In normal times, it would bave
afforded some relief. The conditions during the last two years have much
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changed and it would not ba too mueh to ask Government to hold a fresh
enquiry in kbe light of the present conditions and revire the land revenus
acoordingly. The reduotion mow sanctioned applies only to a pumber of
villages whioh are in & woree oondition, The conditionsin the other parts aiso
deserve the oonsideration of Government.

To give an iden of the present situation, I give below the prices of the
garden produce that prevailed in 1926— the year of the settlement repors — and
the prices that now rule, }rom this table, the extent of economio depression
a8 affecting the garden.lands oan be pauged.

THE PRICES OF GARDEN PRODUCE IN THE YEAR 1926

Beteluuts. Por maund Rs, 9/-
Pepper., " Re. 18/-
Cardamom. " Ra. 55/-

IN B YRAR 1930

Batelnuts- Por maund Rs. 3/-
Papper " Rs. §&/-
Cardamom. " Ra. 28/-

The lot of tha rice landholders is in no way better. Fallow lands have
inoreased by aboub 50% since the year 1900 as aan be sesn from the gettle-
ment roport of Mr, Collins. 'The population has gone down by 25 and 24-4
poresnt respeotively in the Sirsi and Siddapur Talukag doring tha last 3
docades. Unless Government aflords relief by reducing land reveoue on the
rios lands and improving village conditions the lot of the ryots and land®
" owners will be snything but desirable.

Sirs! } A. N Eeshawaip,
18-11-1931
L L
2, Eztract from settlement officer’s report

(1) The original settlement began in these talukas ip the year 1869 sond
ended in 1888.
(2) Qross yield of garden crops of Sirsi Taluka in the yesr 1823-24.

Betelpat 8313 Kbandis (18 lbs. =1 ma.und.)
Papper 769 - (20 mde =1 Khandi)

Cardamoms 71}
13) Hundreds of families from this Taluke migrated to Dhsrwar,

Mundagod.
{4) The larse area of garden land in the lowest group I8 important and

Hysore and
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olearly shows that the assessment of these gardens is ex-essive and that
their owners are on the verge of resigning them. Para 38 lage 9),

{5) In the last group there bas been an almost somplets abaence of sals
gtatistion and those which exist show that land has little or no eelling
value, ( Para 46 C 3)

(6) The western ghat subatrats contain some of the wildest and the most
in-accessable parts of the Dist. and it is an area of marked deterioration.
Many Villages are on the orest of the ghats and in some of them the
garden oultivation extends dowu the sides of the ghats in steep terraces,
the garden cultivation being, where the water supply is plentifal of mized
supari and Cocoanut, The labour expended in constructing these gardens
musb have been enormons. But they are now for the most part ruined
or sbandoned. In the uorth partof it the villages round Menshi used
to ha very prosperous fifty years ago, Now some of them are deserted and
in the remaining, the population is fast disappearing and #he cultivation
being abandoned. The six or seven villages near Dewaramsne in the
north of the old abandoned * Vaddi Ghat’ road comprising what is
known as the Mutli ghat area constitutea the west part of the Taluka.
Tha main Sirsi-Koméa road traverses the southern part of the ghat
subtraak, but the cultivation is confined chiefly to the small hamlets which
lie on the road. South of it, Bugdi Village bas been abandoned and
Hosur nearly abandoned owing to the inocursions of wild elephants.

ol

3. Summary of the Statement of
Sj. Gangadhar Ramachandra Patwardhan, Sirsi.

The betel, peppsr and cardamom produce has decreased during the last
25 years, especially the oardamom. 'The main reasons are: {a) wapt of ade
quate rains. (3) rise in the cost of Jabour- (¢) depression in the minds of the
agrionlturists. The cardamom plant which used to live 20-23 yeara ia now
alive only lor a yesr or two, . Cardamom has also suffered from Kattercg2,
and the fall in prices does not induce the agriculturist to devote much attention
to it. The percentage of decrease in betel and pepper produce is 25% but in
cardamom bthe decrease is 80%.

This year the betel-orop has suffered on account of Koleroga. The pepper-
orop is also spoilt by the falling batelnuts.

The reason of rise-lands being fallow is the loss to crops by wild animals.

Monkeye briog loss to hetel-crop, cardemom, and plantain-trees. Wild-
oats eat cardomom. Monkeys, wild.cats, wild-pige, destroy the Jugar-oane

produce. Sometimes elephants bring permanent ruin to the gardens. The
rive lands are atiacked mainly by wild pige.
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The reasons of bhe people’s indebtedpess are: (1} the incraasa in their wants.
Formerly agricultorists used to grow rice to the extent of satisiying their wants
kand g0 had not to buy it, In the present day the sagriculturist puts in less
Iabour than before. {2) the easiness with which they eould get more loana:
(3} litigadion on saccount of prosecution by the forest department and
otherwise.

The method I would soggest for wiping away this debt would be to colleot
a fund and lend money at a very low interest to the ryots,

Till now 14 viilages and mazares have been deserted, The two reasons of
such desertion are majaria and the wild animals in the forest. The main
reason of deterioration in cattle-wealth is its destruction by tigers year by year.

The suggestions that I should like to make in regard to Mr. Collin's
settloment report ara as follows : Thers has been error in grouping the gardena.
In the same area there are grades of gardenland, and each garden ought fo
be nssesead acocording to its fruitfulness,

4, Summary of the Statement of
Hari Ramakrishna Vaidyaof Bilgi regarding the deterioration
of agriculture.

1 Rains are not timely during the last 12 years.

2 (2) Formerly temporary licences were given for the period June-December
That practice has been stopped sinee 1930.

() Guo-licenses are given only to those who own large properties hnt who
do pot make adequate use of their guns. The poorer people who would
make a proper use of guns are not given licences.

(¢} For obtaining a competency Certificate from the subordinate officials
namely Village officers, police efc. one ia compelled to bribe them at lenst to
the extent of 40 Rupees.

3 The Kole disease has inoreased during the last 12 years, Tha® method
of epraying 33 a safeguard against Roleroga is costly and besides makes
the betelnut hard.

4 Belore the operation of the Forest Aat, forest round about tha plantaine
used to ba cleared. But now, on ascount of the proximity of the jungle
the trouble from wild animals has increased. Malaria bas taken a
growing toll. Cattle wealth has deoreased on acoount of its destruction
by wild animals. Graziog land has deorsased.

5 There has been Scarcity of labour, on acoount of numarous deaths at the
time of the influenza epidemio and labourers are alraid to come to these

talukas on account of malaria.
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There has been deoresss in the eficiency of labour. Of my saven servants
4 arg disabled by disease.

Formerly oattle used to multiply well. But now we have to import
cattle on a large scale.

vvvvvvvvv

5. Statement shewing agricultural wages prevalent
in Sirst Taluka from 1898-1929

1898 0 3 6 1909 0 5 86 1920 0 B O
1899 0 4 0 1910 ¢ 5 0 1921] 0 9 6
1900 0 4 0 1911 ¢ 5 0 1922 012 0
1901 0 4 0 1912 0 6 0 1923 014 0O
1302 0 4 0 1913 0 6 0 1924 013 o

1903 0 4 0 1914 0 6 0 1925
. 014 0O

1904 0 4 0 1915 0 6 6 1926
‘ 012 0
015 0

1905 0 4 0 1916 0 6 0 1927
’ 012 0
1906 0 4 0 1917 0 6 0 1928 014 0
1507 0 4 0 1918 070 1929 014 O

1908 0 4 0 1919 070

Statement shewing agricuitural wages prevalent in Siddapur Taluka
from 1895—1931.

1895 0 4 0 1907 0 4 0 1919 0 6 ©
1896 0 4 0 1908 0 5 0 1920 0 7 6
1897 0 4 0 1909 0 5 0 1921 0 7 O
1898 0 4 © 1910 0 4 9 1922 o0 8 0
1899 © 4 0 1911 0 4 6 1923 0 9 O
1900 0 4 0 1912 0 5 0 1924 0 9 ©
190 © 4 0 1913 0 5 0 1925 .. .
1802 0 4 0 1914 0 4 0 1926 010 0
1903 0 4 0 1915 0 6 0 1927 012 0
1904 0 5 0 1916 0 6 0O 1928 ... ..
1905 0 4 3 1917 0 6 0O 1929 o012 ©
1906 0 ¢4 0 1918 0 6 0 1930 013 O

1931 610 0
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8. Letter of the Collector, North Canara to Mr. s.'N. Keshawain.

EANARA COLLECTOR'S OFFICE:
Earwar 28th Mareh 1931,
Dear Mr. Keshawain,

I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 25th March. As you will pro-
bably bave learnt already, the due date of the second instalment has been
advanced in this district from the 5th April to the 15th May, 8o asto give
land holders more time for making arrangementa to pay it. This ¢s the utmost
con cession that can be granted,

Yours {ruly.
J. D, Baskerwille

e s

1. Ezxiraci from.

First Order of the Commassioner in regard to suspensions in
Sirst andi Sddapur Talukas, dated 7th April.

ABOUT KOD

Under Rule XXXI of the Suspsnsion and remission rules, irrigated lands,
{tari) on whbich about Rs. 46000/~ have been already remitted thia year ag
water rate, can be treated as an HOMOGENQUS TRACTI and suspension
granted for the soil-assessment acoording to the Anevary of these lands, The
Collector has power to do this without reference to the Commissionar.

ABOUT SIDDAPUR & SiRSI

The average sssessment of lands growing rice is only Re. 2-6-9 per acre
and this assessment dates {rom batween 1869-1888 as no enhancement was
made in 1400 revision.

It is thersfore impossible to consider suspension or remission of aesess-
m™ent oo rice land as the rice crops thia year have been fully normal.

As to garden cropa the average assessment is Es. 12-}3-9 per acre and
owing to the vary serious drop in the price of bstel-nut it is possibls that
owners of gardea lands may find it diffioult to pay the second instalment, the
Collector ean mocept and dispose of applications of individuals and order post-
ponement of recovery till mext Revenue Year when these arrears will be
authorised arrears for 1930-31. Contumacious defaulters are under Seo. 148
Laod Rev. Code not entitled to the benefit of the postponement of the second
instalment till 25th May 1931 granted bsf the Commissioner and should ot
be given this concession.

i A A P
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8.  Letter by Sj. R. R. Diwakar to &. P. B. Chikod: in regard
to the above, dated 8th April.

BELGAUM

8th April 31
My dear Chikodi,

I thank you very much for your keen interest and your timely interven-
tion in the matter of the economio distress of the threa Talukas of Sire,
Siddapur and Hirekerur. I equslly thank the Commisioner for his sympathies
to the ryota,

I have rand carefully the concessions embodied in the Commissioner’s
note. As regards Kod, I think that the concessions extended will considerably
ease fhe situation though they may not completely satisfy the ryots. Iam
glad to see that the Commissionser has realived the diffivulties of the gardeners
of Sirsi and Siddapur on acoount of the heavy fall in the prices of batel-nut.
Theras too if the suspension of the 2nd. Instalment ia made & general rule
rather than a mattar of digoretion in individual aases it will belp the gardeners
a8 & whole class who have been equally hit. _

The agitation in the three Talukas was based on economic grounds and |
do not think that there was any contumacy as such in the defaulters. Evet
if the Officers have reasons to say that there were such casocs, I would urge yor
to plead that that shouid not be made any ground for vindictive treatment.

The atmosphere in the Talukas is at present very uneasy on account of
the sufferings imposed by the coercive measures. I am gquite anxious bo see
that the sufferings cease as early as possible and in view of the concessions, I
ghall try my best to see that normal conditions are restored. '

Mean-while I hope you will kindly urge the Cowmmissioner to stay the
coercive measures including fines, notice fees ete. and prosecutions in the
Talukas in connection with tbis affair. That will avoid all unnecessary suffe-
riogs and the ryots will feel at ease.

Yours Sincerely,
8d/- R. R. Diwaker

9. Revised order of the Commissioner, dated 9th April as Modified
w view of Sj. Diwakar's letter.

No.R. E. V.
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 3. D.

Belgaum, 9tk April 1931
MEMORANDUM:

Mr. R. R. Diwakar proposes to call off the no-tax campaign in Sirsi ard
Siddapur Talukas provided the Collector receives and deals with individual
applications of holders of garden lands asking for suspension of the 2nd instal-
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- ment owing to bardship in paving due to the heavy fall in the prioe of betel-

nub and other garden produce (vide Commissioner's Memorandum No, R. E. V.
dated Tth April 1921),

Tt the Collestor finds on enquiry into individnal cases of hardship that a
oase for the general postponement of the second instalment of land revenue on
garden lands in the above two Talukas appsars to have been wade out, he
gshould report to the Commiseioner with a view to obtaining Government

Orders for the grant of this concession. The Commissioner has no power fo
grant such a conoession,

As soon a8 Mr. Diwakar fulfills his promise to oall off the campaign,
aoercive processes should be stopped including action under Section 148, Land
Revenue Code,

Fines for non-payment of revenue imposed, but not already levied will be
ocancelled.

Sd/ W. W, Smart,
Commissioner, 8. Division.
To,
The Collector of Eanars {Camp Sirss) with spare copies for Asaistant
Clollector and Mamlatdar of Sirsi and Siddapur.
Copy to P. R. Chikodi Eaquire, M. L. C,, Belgaum.
S84/ W. W. Smart,

Commissioner, S. D.

-

10. Letter by the Commissioner to Mr. S. N Keshawain,
President, Sirsi Taluka Ryot Sangh, Sirsi.

No. R. V. E.
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER, g.D.
Belgawm Ist May 1931.

MEMORANDUM:

With reference to his letters of 22nd and 27th April to the Col.leotor of
Oanara in his oapacity of President, Sirsi Taluka Ryots Asgoniabion, Mr.
Keshawain is informed that the ocoupants of Sirsi and Siddapur must pay ‘up
the whole of the first instalment on all Jands and seoond innhal.menf on rice
lands and garden Jands also unless the Collestor who ig judge in this matter
in satisfied that any individual I8 genuinely unable to pay. Stereobyped
petitious by garden-owners which are word for word the same have Do va::a
a8 the alleged general ground euch asg malaria ete. and do nob prove ihe
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individnal’s incapacity bo find money to pay., It is not surprising that some
rice-lands remaiu fallow and are relinquished as the average assessment on
rice-land ie only Re.2-6-9 per acre and is under Rs. 2/- in places.

2. The present settlement in these two talukas has remained mnaltersd
for from 40 to 60 years, during which time inspite of a rise in prices
and favourable oircumstances, Government have kept faith with ocoupants
and occupants have kept faith with Government until they were instigated or
intimidated not to pey, by the Congress leaders who embarked on a no tax
campaigo in spite of the Irwin-Gandhi pact.

3. Estimates of costs of cultivation submitted by cultivators whether
backed by Congrers Leaders or not are worthless and bhave been proved to be
80. Ibn any oase thev are irrelevant, as Government have in the Jast Legis-
lative Coanocil stated clearly that suspensions will pot and cannot be granted
on the ground of the fall in prices in one year during the course of Settlements
guaranteed for 30 years. It is only persons who are genuinely unabla to find
money to pay the second instalmenk that have any claim o consideration. It
is possible that the Collector may find from the result of enquiry into the
eapacity to pay of small garden holders in the less favourably situnted traets that
these are genuinely unable to pay owing to inability to raise the amount due
on the seeond instaiment.

Sd/ Commissioner [ 8. D.
11.  Confidential Circular issued from the Mamlatdar's office, Sirss
to Circle Inspectors and village officers
: OF 9708
" FROM MAMLATDAR’S OFFICE SIRSI

The following telesraphic order received from the Commissioner 8. D. to
Cirale Inspectors and village officers:—

As the amount of land revenne not recovered from your circle and Firka
has been very great since many days it is not necessary to issue demand notice
to the defanltera.

It ia now necessary to trecover all the revenue ddass even adopting the
ooercive measures besides the issue of demand notice.

Where attachment saems to be necessary, order from this office should be
obtained before recovering the dues by attachment.

When it is found that the dues cannot be recovered even by attachment
forefeit noticea should beigsved. No coereive measures should be enforced to
recover the second instalment of revenue on garden lands, The end of the
revenus year i3 approaching, Therelore all the measures must be rescrted to
during the next ten days. If you fail to do tkis; you will be held responsible
Jor this. You must send the report to this office before 25-6—31 to the effect
that you have adopted sll the menasures for the recovery. Do not fail. 11-6~31"

(8d.) V. A. Telang
Mamalatdar, Sirsi
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12, Cases of persons in Sirsi Taluka who paid the first instalment
but whose attached property was not returned
{ On the plea that the sacond instalment was not paid, though according
to the Smart-Divakar agreement, the property oughf to have been rsturned
after payment of 18t inetalment, )

1. Mr. Ganapati Nagappa Hegde, Mr.Laxmi-Narayan Hegde, Mr, Subraya
Sheshappa Hegde, and Mr. Ramakrishna Vishveshwar Hagde, all of the village
Na.vagari paid the first instalment on 25th April but the Shanbhog refused to
give back the property.

Q. Mr. Govind Krishnappa.Hegde of Boppankodlu suffered in the same
way at the hands of the Shirastedar on 94th April.

3. Gajanan Jeetaram Bhat of Karekai of Kulve Firks paid the 1sb instal-
went on 22-4-1931 but was refused his property on 2nd May, by the
Shirastadar. ‘

4. Similar are the cases of Ganapayys Paramayya Hegde of Shivalli,
Bisalkop Firks and Mrs. Laxi-amma Shankarappa of Hare-hulakal,

13.  Cuases of temple gramts refused on the plea that the managing
trustees pleaded inability to pay the Ind instalment.

On tha 20th May, the Shirastedar refused the annnal grant of the Ganapati
temple, simply becauss the honorary trustees of this public temple had not yeb
paid the 20d instalment. The temple owed no dues to the Governmevt. On
the 21st May the Shirastedar refused the grant of the Someshwar temple of
Somasagar in Sirsi Taluka on the same plea.

14. Order of Mamlatdor to village officers asking his
Subordinate office to expedite Collection.

FROM MAMLATDAR’S OFFICE, SIRSI

f 7604 )
With reference to the order No. m" from the D. D. C's

office Divn, the following order has been issued.

The commissioner had given some some concessions in the first instalment
on 9/4/31, Woecan not continue to grant thase concessions as they are- Sufli-
cient time hag baen given to those who dasire to pay off their assessment dues.
Ard the property of those who withhold payment deliberately must be 3.“502;
ed. Especially ths ﬁrOperty of those persons who instiﬂ'“”' others to "."”th":"
payment muat be attached. In default of psyment of first m‘fh"lmant in time
the defaulters are bound to pay second instalment alse immafimtsly. Therefora
attachments must be effected for both the instalments. This order must be
brought into foree immediately. (S2.)

latdar Sirsi.
4—5—-1931 Mama
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15. Letter by Sj. Keshawain to the Con;.missioner, dated ¢th May 1931,

From, .
8. N. Keshawain, Esquire.,
President, Sirsi Taluka Ryot's Assooiation,,
SIRSI.
To,
The Commissioner, 8, D,
Belgaum. Sirsi. 4th May 1931.
Subject : SUSFENSION OF LAND REVENUE IN THE SIRSI TALUxA.

With reference to your No. BR. E. V. dated the lat iust. I have the honour
o point out that the Ryots have been paying up the first instalment some how
or other after being assured that they will obtain releif in respect of the second
instalment. Applications from individuals might be similar in some osses,
where the grievances ware the same, but malaria is not the maio ground urged
a8 alleged by the authorities. In their difficulty to find a pood writer, soms
discrepancies might have crept in. It seems rather strange that the local
authorities shou!d ignore the main grounds and make much of the weak points
if any in the applications, when they have not the inclination to listen to the
real grievances of the ryots. If the applications are oare’ully gone through snd
enquiries made with an unbiased mind, they will convince any impartial
eritic that the Ryots’ paying power is at its lowest ebb this year. The difficulties
and the reasons for not ralinquishing fallow rice-lands are mentioned in the

Revision Settlement Report of Mr, Coiling and it is not necessary to ropest
them here.

As regards the ocontention that the present settloments have remained
unaltered for the last 40 to 60 yesrs, I may point out to you that Mr. Collins
in bis last Revision Settlement Report recommended the reduction of Land
Revenne on garden lands in the Sirsi and Biddapar talukas, taking into sccouot
" the local unfavourable conditions, But his recommendations were not brought
into foree. This was in normal times- How the situation must have aggrave-
ted in an abnormal year oan better bajudged. Referring to the Congress notivi-
ties, I oan only say that the Ryots in their helplessness welcomed any assistance
in their hour of need. The Congress people cannct be blamed for their coming to
the aid of the Byots. In other parts aa well as in this District also, the 00 _“f
campaign was ealled off as soon as the truce was declared. But in the Sirsi
and Siddapur talukas, it was not based on political mosives but was due. $o
aoute economio depression. The paople here approached the authorities with
their representations and have all along acted in a constitutional way..

It ia easy for loeal authorities to disposs aff the estimates of cost of culti-

vation and income snbmitted by cultivators as worthlgss, when they oannot
meset them by their own arguments. The peculiar conditions of this taluka
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sre already urged and the Ryots® incapacity to pay can be discerned if the Iocal
authoritieg care to go into the question sympathetically and with an vnbiassed
mind. This year no Savakar or Coperative Sociaty has been able o recover
even & portion of their dues. The landlord aleo has not received rent from the

garden lands. These facts alone will apaak for themselves as to the miserabla
condition of the Ryota this vear.

The new Collector hag started with an assumption that the ryots have a
surplus this year deduoting the oost of oultivation though the actual facts and
figares are otherwise. In his individual enquiries alao, he has not elicited all
the points, which would go to make clear the capacity or otherwise of the ryots
to pay. To tell the truth, the lot of the biggar land-holder is mors daplorable in
these parts siuce he eould not either manage his holding ecowomically during
the orttical time owing to unwieldiness, or recover his rent when a portion of his
property is leaged,. He has already paid the first instalment, though he did
not receive rent,

I would therefore urza upon you to visit this plasce personaily and have an
idea a3 to the actual state of affaira. Otharwise, I beliava, that the lob of the
ryots is doomed.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your must obadient servant,
(Sd) 8. N. Keshawain
President, Sirsi Taluka Byofs Associalion,

A T A A A

Letter by Commissioner alleging that Congress was not
acting up to the agreement of 9th April.

OFFICE OF THE CoMMISSIONER 8. D.
Belgaum 39-4-31
DEAR MR.ivuuvoy
1 have received a letter {rom Mr. Aminuddin which shows that the Congraas
laaders or the local agitators are not keeping to the latter or apirit of the under-
taking given by them.
Petitions in a sterectyped form olviously dictated by Congress, are pouring
in tor susneasion or vemission of not only the 2nd inatalment of Garden-lande
but of #ice lands.

The petitions ars not individual applicationa even for suspension cp-f t.h'e
Thoy give no individval reasons for inabi-

sacond instalment of garden landa.
lands and not from the

lity to pay and are mostly from mulgenidars of garden
ogscupants who appear to have recovered bheiz rents already.
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The above ramarks apply specially to Sirsi where volunteers deprived
apparently of Congress pay are moving about and getting food and money from
the people.

Algo the Congress told people not to pay the second instalment without
instrootions and are assuring all garden-holdars of land that the ssecond instal
ment will be postponed,

The understanding is quite olear and to the following affect :—

(1) The first instalment on all !ands will at once be paid up. (2) The
first and sscond instalments on all rice lands will be paid ap. (3) Individual
applioations i.e. nob stereotyped petitions word forword the same alleging
general grounds such as Malaria eto, for suspension of the second instalment
should bs made by those who genunine are unable to pay.

The faota atated in Mr. Aminuddin’s letter ara confirmed by an applica.
tion I have received from Mr. Keshwain which shows up the Sactics which
are being used.

All perishable artioles and cattle have besn retarned. It is only in ocases
in which the holders obstinately refuse bo pay the firat instalment that wnon.
perishable artic]les have not been returned and such eases are few.

1t is impossible for the Collantor to devide in acoordance with the Congress
undertaking in this case and the terms of the Gandhi.Irwin pact whether pe-
titions for suspension are genuine or not if stereotypsd applications are mnde
whale-sale.
Your sincerely,
Sd. W. W. Smart.

16. Letter by Sj. R. R. Diwakar, to Sj. P. R. Chikod:
regarding allegations by the Commissioner against Congress.

Dear Mr, Chikedj,

After you showed me the Commissioner's letter dated 30-4-31 on the
2n0d May, I thought it better to see the Collector of Earwar personally. I
went to Sirsi after oasually explaining to you all the allegat ions made in the
letter against the Commissioner. Whon I went to Sirsi, I saw also the
Commissioner's memorandun to Mr, Keshwain dated 1st May.

I was surprised as well as very much pained to read some of the allega-
tions a8 they divert our attentlon from the main issue, namely, the bad condi-
tion of the ryots and bhe 2nd instalment of garden lands.

I saw the Collector at Sirsi on the 6th of May. Mr. L. T. Karki, M. L. C.
slso happened bo be there. Point by point I explained bo the Coliector as to
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what hed been done and what not by the Congress. He geemed to be guite
sabisfiad and eaid that he would write to the Commissioner to that effeat,

I clearly told the Collactor that all the volunteere who ware working
under the Congress during the oampaign in Sirsi and Siddapur had been with-
drawn from that work einee the undertaking given by the Congres. Such of
those who eame from outsida the Distriet had heen sent home, Thoss who
wers now there balonged to tha locality and most of them wera engaged in
doing the constructive work of the Congress such ag enrolment of Congress
members, formation of Congress Committoss ete. I may also say that
they are working under the iocal committges and helping the peopla to
understand the truce-terms. I am not prepared to admit the charge hinted at,
that some of the volunteers have been trving to meintsin themgslvas ab the
expense of the villagers by misinterpretiing and deceiving the people.

I bold that the owners of rice-lands are quite wrong if they have applied
for sngpension of 2ud instalmaent under the order of 9-4-1931. T am assured
by my peopls that they have pever instrusfed sny of them to do so. When
agked hv ryots regarding 2nd instalment what we have done is, wa told the
people that wa prassed on the attention of the Commissioner the necessity for
the genera) suspension of the 2nd instalment, of garden lands only, that tha
Comrmisrioner replied that he had no powsrs to make such an order and if the
Collector found on enquiry that there were reasons for genaral suspepsion he
roight report to the Commissionar for obtaining the necessary orders from tha
Government. I must emphatioally repudiate the oharga against us of having

* anked the people not to pay 2nad instalment.

Ag regards the allegation that applications are stereotyped and therefors
dictated by the Consress, I simply say that the cause of their heing stereotyped
does not lie in the dictation of the Congress but on the common causes that
are operating in the talukas and in tha ganeral custom of villagers who geb
spplications written by writers who copy from some common draft. Tfin
addition to heavy fall inprices and other relovant matter, malaria "and other irre-
Jevant things have orept in, that merely shows the ignorance of the villageras
a8 to the nature of applications raquired to be sent. I told the Collector that
such applicants shouid be given a fair chance of being heard rather than be
dismigsad for their igmorance. I went bhen through the application of Mr.
Keshwain also which contains much extra matter. When I asked him the reason
of putting in so much, he said that he did it as tha President of the Asgociation
of ryots o that the whole perspactive might be presented to the officers
'concerned.

Oun inquiry, I find that the owners of Iand are pnot realising or 'n?bher ara
unable to realise rents. It is mnob st all a fact that owners are realising rents
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while thay are putting up tenants to meke applieations for suspension of the 2nd
ingtalment. I find that moatly only those who had been served with demand
notioe ete. have now applied. When I discussed this point with the Colleator,
I found that his was meraly an inference that the owners had realised rents.>

T had ascertained that there was an order to bring into play Section [48
L. R. C. eaven befors the 3nd instalment became due oh the 15th of May.
When I brought this to the notice of the Collector, he said that it had besn
stayed. I brought to hig notice that in cerfain cases (a list of such cases has

been attacbed herewith), attached property had not been released even when tha
1st instalment bad been paid up.

But I pleaded for general orders.
hava written to him again.

He asked me to refer such cases to him,
I have sent him a dopy of the above list and

It is but lately that such oases are happening and they go & great way in
disturbing the calm that has been restored. 1f under such circumabtances, the
Government decides to realise the 2nd instalment of garden lands without

aonsidering the case for & general postponement, it is possible the atmosphers
of distrast may prevail,

There is no question about those who ean pay. The question is regarding
those who cannot pay and who might have run into debt even to pay the 1sb
instalment. If the majority is of the saeond type, there may Le eaid to be a
general case. Howaver, I hope the ryots are not driven to desperation whare

more time ¢can be given them for making payment which in no ease they sesm
to refuse.

I hope that side issues about the (ongress and uundertakings ete. do nob

divert our attention from the main issue. I hope also thab the peace once

seoured by your joint efforts is not disturbed and all misunderstandings are
cleared away, go that all can work in barmony and co-operation.

Your most singeraly,
R. R. Diwakar

Letter received by the Secretary K. P.C, C. from the
Commissioner 8. D.

No, R. E. V. — (C)

OFFICE oF THE ComMIssioNER S. D.
Belguum 27th June 1931,

MEMORANDUM
The Commissioner S, D, presents compliments to the Gen, Secrotary

E. P. C. C. Dnarwar, and in reply to hia letter dated 22nd June 1931 bas tho
honour to state:

(1) The Collector of Eanara has reported that all applications for suspen-
sion of the 2nd instalment of land revenue have been dealt with except in 115
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villages of Siddapur taluka and 70 of Sirsi taluka the condition of gardens
bas deteriorated.

(2) Arresrs of the lst instalment on all kinds of land remained un-
collected and the collection of the 2nd instalment both of rice, khuski and
garden lands was practically at a stand-atill in Siddapur taluks and negligible
in Sirsi taluke long after the very latest date on which it should have boen
paid. The dabe for the collection of the 2nd instalment was postponed frem
the 5th April to the 15th May 1931 to give the Khatedars the utmost possible
facilities for payment. Therefore cosrcive processes which had been stopped
were ranewed with the Com nissioner's approval but subject to Colleztor’s
superintendance and discration, axcept asregsrds the 3nd instalment of garden
lands in the 115 villages of Siddapur and the 70 villages of Sirsi taluka where
they have been sfrictly prokibited by the Commissioner for the present.

The recommendations of the Collactor as bo suspensions in these villages
are awaited.

(3) Ras. 25,000/~ have haer sanctioned by Government for distribution s
takavi for purchase of seed and bulloaks in the three talukas oi Sirsi, Siddapur
and Yellapur as a speciai oase. Ita distribution has begon buf is being exvedit-
ed. Little advantage of this concession has been taken so far.

(4) The Commissioner has taken atepe to ascertain whether the above
orders have been made widely knowa., They arein no way incongistent with
the Commissioner’s orders dated the 9th April 1931,

Sd/ W. W, Smart,
Commissioner 3, D,

PRI PPV VIV

\9. Eztracts from the letter of Mr. L. T. Karki, M. L. C.
to the Collector, Karwar.

Camp, Sirsi 22nd June 1931
* * * *

2. The news of distress in gardening centres of the abova two .t.nluka.a
made me personally visit Herur, Kansur, Tyagli, Bilgi, and Kyadgi in S}ddapur
taluka and Hegdekatte and Targode in the Sirsi taluka. The dist.ress is s.r?ute
where garden cultivation alone prevails and where rice-cultivation is proportion-
ately inadequate. This year’s abnormal fall in the prices of garden produce
has failed to cover even the cost of oultivation. A very large percentage of
gardeners find no money to engage outside labour and many gangs of below-
ghat labourers had to return home disappointed this working season and. a?m'a
worked on oredit. Thus their next year’s oropping prospects a.r‘e also m:nm-n-
fed, since tying  kotte ” to protect bhe tender arecanut orop is an essenbial

process involying money and labour which the gardeners have not the means
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to employ. Some gardepers ate in immediate need of food-supply while some
can wait for a month or two ; those who have no staple food-graina live upon
groen plantaing, plantain-flour, jackfruib, cloves and seed and this I have per.
sonally seen in some of the distressed households. These gardeners have
absolufely no hope of any income till the next orop is markefted, abous
December next, nor can they leave gardens and earn elsewhere since they
would be deprived of the benefits of the love and labour applied to the gardens.
Thus while the next year’s crop is tbreatened in various ways some of them
stand in need of immediate relief. I can quote a recent yet clenr instance
regarding the acnte distress of the gardeners- There is deep prejudice and a
ruling superstition among the Brabhmin cultivators against handling the plough.
Some of them bave been fined by their respective Mutts for violating this
social eustom. But the pressvre of the present distress ia so great that on the
18th June 1931 a large crowd of Havik Brabmins, en masse, broke the super-
stition and begap ploughing rice fields in the proximity of the Nelemav mutt,
o the Herur villaga of the Siddapur taluka, I cbhanced to be psarsonally present
ab the time and that was an impressive cecasion.

* * * *

4. T bave during my eoquiry heard that inroads of wild elephants ware
another menace. In Targode ceulre several villages have been affected and
a herd of some thres slephants moved on to Manjrani side after doing much
migchief of sugarcane and supari in Hegdekatta village. It pained me muok to
hear that the administration paid no heed to the cry of the distressed villagers
aod to their repeated petitione and telegrams. I underastand that the Shikari’s
services have been dispensed with, sinee some months, and the rifle purchasad
for elephant-gshooting 1s rusting as it is not fit for that purpose. To add to this
trouble gun-licences of many gardenars have not baen renewed and in some
cases withdrawn and thus the garden crops have been left to he attacked by
many pasts, Thesa grievances, even now, veed to be immediately removed,
else gardening would be rendered impossible in the jungle tracts and the life of
the gardeners would not be worth living.

5. Recovery of the land revenue in these two talukas seems to engage
the altention of the Officers, to-day, more than the acute distrezs of the ryots.
Everywhere I went I beard the wail of the gardeners and they told me that
they paid the firat instalment of the assesssment with greatest diffionlty in the
hope thab some concession would be given bo them in the matter of the second
instalment due to be paid later, since they had appesaled to the Commissioner
individually statiog bheir oases. Many of the gardeners had risked their every-
thing in mesting the demand of the first instalment. Now I gee that in most
ocases even without considering these petitions and even withoot issuing
demand-notices coercive measures for the immediate recovary of the second
ingtalment have been launched.
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6. The irregularities and the coercion brought ints play in reoovering tha
second instalment of garden-lands are, I understand, a chapter of imposing the
greateas hardship on the ryots. Complaints to the effect that cooking utensils
and food provisions are alfached have been brought o me. I have so far traced
one oase in which a pair of plough bullocks has been aitached. Some himes
the inmates of the houses, men, women, and ths children, are drivez ous,
armed Police are kept at the door and attachments are carried on. The floor is
dug in many instances, even endaogering the housss in the heavy rains whera
the digging extends even to tha very base of the walls, Ali this in the expectu-
tion of coming on hidden treasure. Money paid voluntarily is entered as money
found during the oourse of attachment. It seems it is an attempt by Officers to
prove contumaay., Another gross irregularity of which I bave board is that
those who have no means fo pay the second instalment are made to apply for
short term loans under the Agriculturists Reliet Loans Act to the extent of th®
‘netalment dus to be paid as assessment and the money directly oredited to
Government as assessment paid by the khatedar which is nothing short of
bock-adjustment. This novel procedura of revenus recovery means & distinet
departure aod abuse of the provisions of the Aot which admits of purchase of
seed and plough animals to carry on agrioultural operations where impeded,
due to indigence of the eultivators,

7. I have also scrutinized instances in which the value and weighta of
attnohed moveable properties are not entered im the lists provided by the
attaching officers and attachments are mads, in some oases, in the absence of
adult members of the houses searched; the abttached things are left in charge
of tha Patel of the village while in the receipt handed over to tha owner the
things are shown as left in his or bis neareat relative’s possession to be produ-
ced whenever called upon to do so. Thera are also complaints that the Sub-
Ragistrars reluse to admit desds presented for registration unless proot ig given
them that assessment of the concerned parties is fully paid; the village officers
do not furnish ocopies of record of rights and the Revenue Courts do not admit
Ront Suits uatil assessment is fully paid. Cash Alienation Allowances due to
be paid to many temples have been withheld pending full payment of assess-
ment due from the trustees and priests of the temples in their personal capa-
oity. This is the tale of distress I have heard in many places needing thorough

publie enquiry.

8. I was reliably informed at Hegdekatta that a Christian Ugrani of the
village was urged to enter the houses of the Brahmin gardeners and was ul:uade
to roam through kitchen and all partg of the houses which naver admitted
non-Brahming thus committing violence to all religions ideas aud sentiments.
I was assured that it was nover neoessary bo do so a8 thore were others in tha
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party who could bave entered any parts of the houses without prejudice to
religious feelings.

* * * *

12, I learn that the Congress workers co-operated with the Authorities
in oolleoting the first instalment when the Commissioner promised to consider
the postponement of the second instalment, I had & talk with some of them
and they are still willing to bring moral pressure on those who are able to pay.
While speaking with them I gathered that tha coersive measures were A
surprise to them since prasumably applicationa for suspension were under con-
sideration and negotiations were going on ,through Mr., Chikodi according to
the Commiasioner’s orders dated 9th Aprit 1931. I still feel that it wera better
for all if the cosrcive mathoda are replaced by congiliatory measnres which
will bring pressure on thase who ars able to pay and whish will give relief to
those who deserve relief. The guestion whether certain individuals are able
to pay or not need not present any difficulty as it can be easily managed if the
1ooal leaders are taken into cofidence.

* * * ¥

20. Communique of the Director of Information Bombay regarding
Government of Bombay's Resolution re remissions on
garden-lands in Sirsi and Siddapur.

With The Compliments of P-249
The Director of Information, Bombay. 17-10-31

A resolution of the Govarnment of Bombay states :(—

* The current settlements of the Sirsi, Siddapur and Yallapur talukas and
Muondgod Mahal wers to expire in 1925-26. Mr, G. F. 8. Coiling, C. L. E.
0.B. E., 1. C. 5., who wag sppointed Settlement Officor, submitted his revision
proposals in 1926, but no orders bave been issued on them in consaquence of
the decision of Governmeut_not. to introduce revision settlements, pending legis-
lation regarding the prinsiples according to which aseessments should ba revised.

In his raports Mr. Clolling had suggested the following reductions in the
assessment of garden lands :—

Taluka or Mahal. ) Rs.
Sirai 5,720
Siddapur 5,972
Yallapur 5,434
Mundgoed 40

TorL - 17,166
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The Governor in Council considers that the relief recommended for ocon-
panta of garden-lands should not be withbeld because the propossls a8 & whole
are kept in abeyanc’e. The need of concessions has besn aocentuated by the
recent fall in the prices of garden produce and remissions amounting to nearly
Rs. 20,000 were given last year to oocoupants of garden-lands in the talukas of
Sirsi and Siddapur. In order fo secure a more equable diatribution of the land
revenue demand as & whole in the areas in question, the Governor in Counsil
is now pleased to direct that remissions equal to the reductions proposed by
Mr. Colline should be granted every year on garden-landa in the talukas of
Sirsi, Siddapur, and Yallapur ard in the Mundgod Mahbal till the ourreat
gettlements are finally revised. The orders should have effect from the current
revenus year, 1931-32.”

s o
21, Statements of agriculturists on the coercive and repressive

measures employed by Revenue Officers to realise in
Sirst and Siddapur.

Narayan Narasappa Hegde, Addymane, Shivagaum of Shivagaum gram :—
Deponent raquested Circle Inspector fo ask the Brahmin Skanbbag to
euter., But in ppite of his request the Qircle Inspector made the Christian
Ugrani enter deponent’s house. FEven his kitchen was entered into.

Mahadev Subrao Shetty, of Shivagaon grama :—
Daponent’s relative’s property attached for deponent’s arrears.

Ramachandra Venkataramana Hegde, Matéinkeri of Shiralgi grama, Siddapur
Taluka :—
Mamlatdar, 2 armed oconstables, Circle Inspector, Patil and Shanbhag
came for attachment. Cooking pot with hall-cooked rice attached. Mamlat-
dar was approached but pleaded helplesspess. 3 pots of Gal also attached.

Timmasna Krishnabhatta, of Telaginakolagi Kolagi grdma, Siddapur
Taluka :—

Had to pay 64~8-0 agsessment. At the time of first instalment 3 armed con-
stables, one atel and 2 ugranis came for attachment. Quly his wife at howe,
Patel began attachment. Cooking pot with bali-baked rice on the oven taken
off, cleaned and attached. Other articles included 1 big pot, 1 smsll pot of
daily use, a small bogoni (Pot), buffaloe with its oalf. Tn the meastime he
atrived. Receipt not given. The whole lat 8old in auction for Rs. 24-4-0,

Gamapati Narayanbhatta, of Honnegundi, Easaba Siddapun Tal-cka
Siddapur :—
His properby attached and sold for his mother-in-law’s arrears, in spite of
protest. Cart and oxen attached.
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Yishweshwar Veokappa Hegde, of Makkigaddi, Sashigoli gramae, Siddapur
Taluka :—

Had not paid assessment on account of econemic distrees. 6 Shanbhags,
Cirole Inspector, 2-3 armed constables, 3 Patils and 3 ugranis had gone to his
hounse. Only gervants were at homa. Patil pulled up the door of the house
in spite of servant’s protest and property attached. Properby released when
instalment was paid but Re. 18/~ were taken {rom him ss conveyance oharges
of aruicles attached. Half a mound of pepper wus missing.

Krishnabhatta Ganapabhatta Eerehond, Chapparmane grama, Siddapur
Taluka ;—

Had to pay Ra. 40/- a9 assesament ; was pot able to pay on acocount of
economio distress. Notice was ssrved on 2-4-19C1 but even before that copper
pots and milch buffaloe attached. On paymeet of ficst instalment artioles
attached, excepting buffalos, returned. Later informed that buffaloe was sold
for grazing fees, went to Mamiatdar’s bouse but was driven away by police.
Deponent had to secure ralief from Relief Fund, '

Nagesh Ganesh Hegde, Doddamane grama, Siddapur Taluka :—

Rs. 1:00 rent due {rom tenanfs but only Br. 250 oould bes realised bhis
year. Therefore could not pay assessment. At the time of firet instalment 8.10
armed constables, 8-10 ngrans, 8-10 Shanbhags, 3-4 Cirele Inspectors and
and 3-4 Patels had gone to deponent's house. Deponeut not at home. In
spite of protest of his brother, one pot of cooking betel attached, and anoctkher
pot belonging to the lakourers’ gang attached in spite of protest. Middle room
dug knee.deep.

Ganapayya Subrayya Harige, Itagi grama, Siddppur Tatuka:—

Patel, Shanbhag and ugrani came for attachment for first instalment of

" Rs. 6/-. Deponent not 3t home nor any male member. Wife of deponent asked

officials to wait but they did not comply. Out of fear wife tried to sbut the

door, bul the door being forcibly pushed in by the attaching party stuck and
injured the woman’s forehead, bangles in ber hand also broke.

Balakrishna Shantabhatta Bilgi, Taluke Siddapur:—

Paid firgt instalment with great ditficulty. Not possible to pay 2nd instal-
ment on account of ecooomic distress- Rs. 38/~ due on 2nd instalment.
Government officials asked him to pay Rs. 15/~ cash aud apply for Ra. 25
tagavi loan. He did so. A receipt l[or payment of assessment was given bub
nothing in cash.

Upendra Shanabhatta of Bilgi, Taluke Siddapur :—

Could not pay 2ud instalment on account of non.-realisation of rent from
tenants. With great difficulty mansged to pay Rs. 32/- out of it. Rs. 32/~
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remained, There wae an attaohment. He was sdvised to pay Re. 8/ in cash
and apply for the rest for Tagavi loan and asked@ to mention thab the amouat
was wanted for bullocks and seed. He did acoordingly. Then and there the
Sbanbhag gave a raceipt ag for payment of the assessment. At thiz fime the
Mamlatdar was also oamping at Bilgi.

Damodar Sheshagirieppa Bedkani of Bilgl, Taluke Siddapur :—

Could not pay 2nd instalment on aceount of non-receipt of geni (rent) from
tenants. Rs. 30/- due on 2nd instalment, Rs. 10/- paid by pledging movables
went to apply for Tagavi for the remaining amount, was instruoted to write
that the amount was wanted for bullocks and seed and asked not to mention
that it was for assessment. Did so bo avoid attachment. Had applied for Rs.
94/- only Rs. 20 weare sanctioned and were credited to the assesement in
arrears.

~ Subraya Krishnappa Hegde, Karkisavai grama, Siddapur Taluka:—

Could not realise geni { rent ) due from tenants, therefore could not pay
even first instalment, Cirele Inspector, Shanbhag, 4-5 armed constables came
for attachment. The party dug the floor with & Hari-kol (digging iron bar }
but could get nothing, After Smart-Diwakar agreement paid part of firsh
assessment in the hope that 2nd instalment would be suspended. Part was
paid by tenants. But there was no suspension of the 2nd instalment,

Timmayya Mabalayya Hegde, Mangrami, Taresai grama =—

Could not pay assessment on account of sconomic distress owing to fall in
prices. But paid somehow the first instalment in the hope that the Z2od
instalment would be suspended but thers was not suspension. 10-12 people
came for attachment. All members of the house asked to go out. Gul pots
attached. Floor in middle room dug to the depth of a foot or more. Then
come to know that fagavi was given for payment of nasessrinenli- Applied for
tagavi which was sabotioned bub it was credited for sssessment.

Saraswati An“ayyabhat (a QL'idO’W) Of Shirgadflailr:Kai‘baH grama, Siddapm’

Taluka 1~ )
Paid first instalment by recourse to loan in the hope bhat second instal-

ment would be suspended. There was aitachment for 2nd instalment. The
attachment party broke open ber house in her absence and attaol-led Rs. 1-8-0
belonging to her and Rs. 5/- belonging to others. After that, paid the balanoe
of Bs. 15/- by selling tice that sbe had kept for her gustenancs. -

Vighneshwar Nagappa Hegde of Sirgodbail, Kabballigrama Taluka, Siddapyr:—

Paid frat instalment in great distress, with the hope that second 1pstal-
ment would be suspended, But 2ud instalment not guspended. Circle ]m:,a-
ctor, Shanbbag and 2-3 armed constables went for attachment. Ra. 23/~ due
on 2nd instalment. Attaching officers acked to attach pots et.‘c. ]?.,ur. they
attached rice which I had kept against the raioy season. On being informed
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that they would release rice bag if application for tn.gaw wat made. and assess.
ment paid therefrom. applied sesing no other remedy, wasg instructed to write -
that tagavi was wanted for binding Eottes. Rice bag whioh had besn taken tg
Patel’s house was then released. Rs, 1/~ taken for eoolie bire for taking the
bag. Receipt for assessment not given.

Balayya Santayya Bilgi, of Bilgi, Taluka Siddapur === -

Has been warned not to reap his crops this ‘year without permission, Asked
as to the reason of this, the Mamlatdar said that he has been selected just as
an example,

Shivaram Yeakappa Hegde, of Sarwoli, grama Sarigoli, Taluka, Siddapur i—

Artioles of daily use like pot of cooking ries, bathing pot, pot for cooking
betal, 1 coppor pitcher ate, were attached, for the 2nd insta.lment.‘

Hari Subraya Pai, of Bilgi :—
7 bags of pepper attached for 2nd inatalment. Asked as to why abtach-

maents ware being effested in villages that were roccmmended for suspensions,
the Skanbhog said they bad orders to that effect.

Jivottama Krishoa Bhatta, of Bilgi, Taluka Siddapur :—

Cooking pots attached for 2od instalment of Rs. 23. At the instance of
Shanbhog applied for Tagavi which was credited towards the payment of his
Arrears,

Venkataramana Timmappa Hegde,

At instance of Shanbhag applied for Tagavi to pay saasessment which

amouanted to a little less than Rs. 200. ‘
Shivaram Timmayya Hegde, of Balgod :—

Notice ct forfeiture issued for arrears of both instaiments, Haas applied
for susppgnsion.

Parameshwar Shivaram Hegde, of Harogar, .Taluka Siret :—

At instance of Shanbhag applied for Tagavi to the extent of Rs. 100.
Arreare were Re. 75 and that amount ooly. was sanotioned as Tagavi aod
eredited towards payment of arrears.

Ganapati Ramakrishoa Hegde, of Hipanhalli, 1aluka, Sirsti +—

At instaoce of Shanbhag applied for Tagavi, Re. 3¢ and odd were credited
from $his amounb fowards payment of rovenue arrears and about Rs, 5 and '
odd wera paid to him.

Mabalayya Ramayya Hegde, of Balgod :—

Forieiture notice for default in paying both instalment. 2nd instalment
guspended. Asked to pay first instalment by recourse to Tagavi. Ra, 50 was -
sanctioned. Ra. 42.9-0 was eradited to arrears of revenus and Rae. 7-7-0 were
aotually paid to him.



