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\{I ‘DIA’S APPEAL TO ETH
BRITISH ELECTORATE.
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V' The Presidency Association of

Calcutta,
Madras and the Sind Sabha of Kur-
rachee have drawn an appeal to the
British electors A on behalf of the
Indian people:? The document is
very skilfully drafted. It is free from
party principles, 18 equally applica-
ble te Iiberals or conservatives and
comprises within a short compass
the passing wants and aspirations of
the Indian people. The first para-
graph alludes to the sacred truss
the dependency of India imposes
upon Kugland, the unrepresentative
character of government, the good
fortune of India is passing under
the control .of the British people
whose just and equal laws, educa.
tional policy, freedom of thought and
action, whose language and litera-
ture, systems -of local and munici-
pal government and whose desire to
advance the material condition of
India, to infuse new life into the peo
ple and to develop the'heteroge=
neous elements of social life into &
homogeneous one have contribated
to reconcile the people to the
sway of a nation rich with the
inheritance of freedom and ages
of unimpeded progress. The se-
cond paragraph mentions the times
and occasions which led to the
exercise of efficient control and to
the check of the abuses that were
now and again discovered in the
administration of India. There are
the exact stages of progress as
given in the appeal * we know bhow
you insisted on the abolition of
trade monopolies, when these be-
came incompatible with the dis.

charge of 'higher trusts, bow a&
each receiving interval, you devised

measurers for the promotion of edu
cation, and the development of

material resources, how you opens
ed tue Civil service to competition,
how after tLe greal mutiny, yon
protected our priuces and chiefs
from threatened destruction and se-
lected a few of our best men to

high judicial offices and associated

as to some extent in the work of
Government as Municipal commi-

{f uig gwig @3d §3a791 QLRI | ssioners, jurors and aseessors and!
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Bombay, the Sarvajanik Sabha of |
Poona. the Indian Association of!
the Mahajan Sabha eof’
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(‘ﬂ"“ﬁ% Fig € rd paragraph re
f; 0P . Asian question

a1} "“..? R

W 3 v * ttracted so much
. ..#Y and and in con-
sh India nd 1ts

a very 1mpor-
ﬁpolitics of Eng-

land =™ 5 interests 1n Cen-
- tral O 0‘ 31':3.‘1?? Egypt, Soudan,

Sout __—=nd China all centre
round for the possession
of thit .+ The fourth para-
graph ~ ‘mportant since 1t
contain iry of the wants
and gric f India that call
for mort .dlate and sympathe
tic attent_... ¢han 1t has till now
received.\r{'&e have extracted 1t be-
low 1n extenso and commmend 1t to
the careful consideration of our
~ogders:-

el
"" .:.“_. = B

d f“q _I‘*',

. 5 il
B ]

he Legislative

tant”

12 pledgesmast solemnly given
aredeemed, and we have to
.0 yeu for their fulfilment. The
settlement of the land question on a
permanent footing, though ordered by
many of the highest authorities twenty
'years ago, 18 still as far from being sa-
tisfactorily effected as ever 1t was be-
fore. Theeivil and military services,
both convenanted and unconvenanted,
remain practically closed to the natives
of the country in their higher grades,
causing gn exhausting and serious ma-
terial and moral drain on the country.
The unequal distribution of the home
charges is still unrectified. The indus-
trial development of the country is to a
great extznt in foreign hands, the Le-
gislative Councils are as unrepresenta-
tive as before of native interests. The
visitations of famine are unchecked in
theiwr severity. The people are disarm-
ed and dangerously demartialized, un-
&l the country 1a deprived of its true
.defence. The taxes are trenching up-
on the margin of subsistence, while no
uational reserve of men or means ex-
1sts to meet outside attacks, and the
practical adminstration of Government
bzing fereign 1s naturally to a great ex
tent uudiscerning and unsympathetic.
Taesc great evils exist and grow side
by side with a keener consciousness
on thewart of the people of the injus-
tice involved and a diminution of the
warm attachment which the Anglo-In-
dian ruling classes cnce felt for the peo
ple of this couniry. These elements of
weakness at home are ~omplicated by
threats of attack from abroad. You
will thus see that the situation is as
critical aseverit could be, and it be-
hoves you to give thought to it, and
enforce the necessary changes which
a detailed anl thorough enquiry may
suggest to yeur wisdom as necessary.

.

Our first prayer to you, therefore, is
that you will require a pledge from
every candidate who seeks your con-
fidence, to the efifect that he will, when
the next Parliament ineets, press for
a commission of inqui® to be appoint-
ed at once, according to former practice,
and also for a periodical repetition of
such inquiries Lereafter. The present
Mimstry have admitted the necessity
of such an inquiry, and the voice of
¥nglish public opinion support our de
mand. Therefore, whatever party
comes Into power we earnestly pray
that you will insist through your repre
seutatives that this our firet prayer
shall be under all circumstances con
ceded by men of all parties”.

X  The fifth paragraph requires a
pledge from every candidate whoseeks
election to the effect that he will
when tlie next Parliament meets
pass for a commission of enquiry
to be appointed at once according
to former practice and also for a pe-
riodical repetition of such enquiries

bereafter. The sixth paragraph op

peses\the imposition of a burden
of LmNr three millions annually

N

i L

rq-f

S JHST TEITIRX G & AE AFIT T

in improving the military resources | qir=), @y 329 @A@ Alag [IA

of the Empire, but proposes in-

stead the reorg “an of thear-
mies of native , by better dis

cipline and by ¢ary instruction
and form them 1nwo reserves by arm-

ing them properly. The seventh
paragraph refers to the formation

of the large divisions of India into
federal states on the lines advo-
cated by the right Hon. Mr. Bright.
It teaches the British electors to
insist upon Peace Retrenchment
and Reform as the conditions un

der which the candidates will be
supported so far as this country

18 concerned.,
The eighth and the last para-

graph appeals to the working men
of England who have a common
interest with the people of this
country in avoiding ambitious wars
and in developing internal resources.

The abolition of slavery the colo-
nization of half the world with

the surplus population and their
endowment with freedom have
achieved eternal glory for the nation.
The paragraph concludes by invo-
king God toe help the English peo-
ple in advancing and elevating the
people of this land and bringing
them to an equality wich the higher
status of the British among the

civilized nations of the world,

As the 1)eob1g{;f8erars are interest

minions of the Nizam it gives us
pleasure to inform our readers that
onThursday thel7th ultimo,the coun
cil of state held 1ts meeting at 11

A.M. H. H. the Nizam and all the
moambers were present, The Secre-
tarydSyed Hussenn Beligrami, alias Mu

tamimJung Bahadar, zead the pro-
ceeding of the last meeting with re-
gard to the investment of the Coun
cil with legislative functions, which
were confirmed.

“The Nawab Vikar-ul-Oomrah then
asked and obtained his Highness’s per-
mission to Introduce a bill defining the

powers of the Legislative Couucil. H.
12. the Minister asked and obtained his

Highness's permission to introduce a
bill to levy wheel and other taxes, ordi

narily levied in large towns. The
Nawab Fukhr-ul-Moolk gave notice
that he would move the reading

' and passing of the new Limitation Bill

at the nextineeting. H. E. the Minister
asked permission to Introduce a bil

authorizing the levy of custom duty on
all goods imported into his Highness's
territory, whether they were for the
use of Government, his Highness or the
nobles, and others who are at present
exempled from the payment of such
duties. After some discussion his High
granted leave for its 1ntroduc
tion,remarxing that forhis own part he

NESS

was quite willing to pay duiy on all

cood s imported for his use. The Council

then adjourned till Thursday, the lst
Octoker. ”
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FXPIRTED direct from  the Cont
sent. Artistic Studies from Life, Classt-
cal and Mythologic al undraped Figures,
Stotuary, Sacred and Secular Photo
graphs, Portraits of Celebrities, Pretly
Women, English and French Actresses,
Sslections sent out on approval on receipt
of deposit of 10 s. ard upwards. Price
Lists and complete C atalogues post free.
Address, Continental Novelty Co., 90
Leicestes square Lowdon, England. The
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.land oppress the

OUR I’LACE IN THE POLI-

TICS OF OUR RULERS.
(Centinued from qur
the 28 $h. Septr.)

The position of one who pro-
fesses to be a public man and a
defender of the rights of the peo-
ple, 18 thus evidently an wuundesi-
rable one; and yet the inelination
to seérve cne's country and the
force of the surrounding  circum-
stances lead a few persons away
Ifrum the ovrdinary groove.

Papers like the Times of India
are always loud in the declama-
tion of ‘the noisy notoriety’ which
educated natives want to attain
by political agitations. The edu-
cated natives have a geoddeal ly-
ing heavy on their hands, in do-

ing away with the enermous mass

of obsolete customs that overburden
present Indian

o | Bociety. As to poliues, it may be

let alone. Men like Lord Reay
join in saymg that many persons
who criticise the action of Govt:
in this country, hardly know much
about it. Now even supposing, for
the sake of argument, that those
| who criticise _(Government know
very little about 1it, the fault, at

| will appear 1s that of the Govern-

ment. If the Presidency Councils
were made more representative of
the advanced public opinion of the
native community, 1f ia fact the
Government did ever care to make
the -objects of all their acts
made known, and keep harmony
with the efer advancing aspirations
of the people, we are sure there
will be the least cause for cow-
plaint either for the people or the
Government. The public' press in
India which represents the educa-
ted native community of this coun-
try, does mnot cry aloud the grie-
| vances of the public from the
capricious motive of crying dowun
the Government any how and the
criticism 1s not based on purely
but has some

national grounds,
tangible basis.
There is one thing, which, as
we have already stated keeps the
Gavernment safe in all its doings;
and that is the want of @ check
in the form of a healthy public
opimion. Indeed the fact is recog-
mzed by Government and often

hurled successfully against any
suggestion of the mnative Press.

The public opinion, they say, 1s
the opinion of an educated minority
and the Government cannot be sure
that the mnative Press correctly
represents the actual feelings of the
native community. To ‘this it is a
sufficient answer to saythatin all
civilized countries and even In
England, those that are more ad-
vanced lead the masses; 1t is they

Aihat form and mould the opinions
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brain, mere numbers are of no a- o
ﬂlﬁ NH AIgia Jrzq AE. Famq vail; the opinions of the advanced =

men can alone be considered. In
England, for iustance, the advanced

lic opinion are a limited set, who
while they profess to represent pub-
lic opinion, do guide it and mould
it. Itis absurd to suppose that
these gentlemen actually gauge the
opinion of the public before giving

~ |expression toit. Asit isin Eng-

land and elsewhere, somust it be
here in India; and there 1is one fur-
ther very cogent reason why the
opinion of the educated minority
must be taken to represent correct-
ly the public opinion. The masses
here are so apathetically indifferent
to the mode 1in which Government
1s eonducted, that those who deserve
| better (v. e. the educated minerity)
must also suffer the same evils with
them, wunless they make themselves
heard, and get redress for themselves
and the masses who hardly wunder-
stand their own interests. It must
also be remembered by those wha
1n this country arecharged with the
aood conduet of Government, that
| the educated minority have where-
withal to annoy the Government
| in case they are not heard. The
lessons of the French Revolution
have already taucht the world what
evils can be inflicted on the Govern
ment by literary persons who have
no other channel in which to let
their powers flow, than rousing the
mob. What political opinions were
tossed up and down the Freanch
coffee-houses, and what tremend-
ous effect was produced thereby,
is too well known to bear repetition.
It therefore behoves the authori-
ties to think well of the possible con
sequences, before rejecting off hand
the opinions of the eduncated mino-

rity. ( to be continued)
THE PLEADER'S EXAMI-
NATION.
— =0 D O~ —

The Berar Pleadership Examina-
tion. which is annually held in Am
raoti commenced this year on Mon-
day, the 5th. instant and ended ou
the 7Tth. instant. The papers were,
on the whole, tolerably fair but there
is one thing to be remarked imn con

H nection with them that their natare

was such as would require a grea.
ter amount of cramming than so-
und legal knowledge. There vught
to have been some such questions
as would have enabled the exami-
ners to test the soundness and ac-
curacy of the legal knowledge which
the candidates possessed. To incre-
ase the real efficiency of the bar, Be
rar really wants such Pleaders who
are firmly grounded in law and not

!such who have simply stuffed their
Immda and burdened their memo-

ries with a namber of sections from

| the law books appomted for the exa~ -
pertant thing

| wnich pmmmen tly suggests itself to

mination. Anot

our mind in connection with theexa

minations is thatthere prevailed some -

mismanagement. In any University .
Examinaticn in Bombay candidates

are assigned seats with their iames
and numbers labeled on in the
alphabetical order of their stanames

.
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outsiders to this examination on

1y of the step. We,

ﬂiﬁ

a.nd theae seat§ car canalda.tes are, on no of Mr. Bhagwat's views. We expect qﬁ F ,—“&ﬁ' _AA ilﬁ F[h ﬂ -

accolit to leave off till the end of
the examination. We deeply regret
to observe that there was no such
order in the late examination. There

were no geats assigned to candidates,

which they should stick to, till the
examination was over. They frequ-
ently changed them to their own
convenience and at their own will.
In avy Bomby University Exa-
mination, in addition to the number

of examiners there are paid .uper- |

visors, whose duty is simply to make
a strict and vigileut superintendence.
Here inthe late examination the work
of supervision was v ry loose as
will be clearly evid....l by theex
pulsioa of one candidate from the
examination hall on the suspision of
copyirg. This evil, the authorities,
wil, we bope, provide against next
year. There happened one curiousin-
cident in the examination, swhick cle-
arly gives us an idea of the culpa-
ble degree of carelessness on the part
of the examiners. On the last day of
the examination some afternoon pa-
pers on Specific Relief Act & were
distributed through mistake to a few
candidates along with the Morning
papers giving thereby an occasion
to gom® to play mischief. It is our
belief that the due preservation of
order and regularity in the matter
of conducting examinations evinces a
senge of high responsibility that rests
upon the examiners.

In connection with the said exa-
minatior we hear that authorities
in Beraxr are soon going to admit

certain restrictions. Viewing the
question frem a higher point of view,
we do not see the propriety of plac-
¢ng any restrictions. The mischiev-
ous tendeney of such restrictions is
£0 wealken competition and compe-
tition being weakened no candi
date of superior abilitieg eould come
an. This would seriously impede
the improvemsrt of the local bar,
the judicial branch of the adminis-
iration and consequently the higher
anterests of the provinece. If they
think any restrictions at all neces-
sary they must not be as severe and
hard agthose in Central Provinces.
Before taking any definite action
an . he msatter they out to invite
public discussion on the advisabili-
therefore, re-
serve our further comments on the
subject.

i s e — e —
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On the last Saturday Mr. Chinta-
man Rao, the Assistant Master in
the Akola High Schiool read a short
lesture on the ‘‘ duties of the educa
ted Natives of India.” The scope
of the subject being rather extensive
the lecturer could not be expected to
treat it exhaustively. On the whole,
however the attempr was not alto-
oether a poorone. The discussion
that followed the lecture was rather
nnusually animated’and unpleasant.
Mr. Desai made a wholesale attack
againgt the edncated natives. Mr.
Bhagwat answered the attack and

_criticised the lecturer curiously arga

ing as if in the age of discussion
there should be no action. Mr. Bha-
ows wisunderstood the lecturer on
a certain pointto comment on which
we do not think necessary. Mr. Ma
hajany, ou’ able and respected leader
followed Mr. Bhagwat and made
comments ratherin a vehement tone.
His statements on thé occasion,

were somewhat dogmatic and were B il ¥ & k
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audienc In general was disappoint-
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DASAHA
HOLIDAYS.
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\/£h15 year 1t so happens that
the Dassara holiday of the Hindus
and the Moborrum of the Mohame-

-dans camne together. In Berar espe-

cially the fact is very significant, as
the coiuncidence is sure to resultin
serious quarrals between the two
people. Mohamedans formirg not an
inconsiderable portivn of the eom-
munity. Tbe traditions of the people
of both persuasions are so steadfast

1y fixed 1n the minds of the people,

that it 18 not a very easy task to dis
guade themn fl‘ul]ltl(]ing certain thillgg

«ofiensive to each other. Precautious
oare being taken to prevent breach

of the peace, 1n several places where
# quarrel 18 expected. In the Amra-
orders have been
seot 1o Kurha,to Morsi,to Kholapur
to Moruzapoor and other places, as
re"ards the bEJ,tin o of tomtoms b}
the Hindusin certain placesand the
avolding of 1t in certain Uthersxﬁr

doubt very much, however, the wis
dom of any such measures; first be-
canse no such orders are sustain-
able uoder any of the existing laws;
instance, the order that there
shouwld be nvo beating of tomrioms
near the Mohamedan Mehjeds orpla-
ees of worship, ten paceson either
gide, cannot be sustained uander any
law existing in Berar; and we dount
know what the law can do if they
are disobeyed; 5ecaudl)’ﬁh orders,
cannot be cousidered to be fair and
equitable unless the Mohamedans
are also ordered to show the same
respect newthe Hindu temples; third
ly, the orders show a yielding to
very unreasongble demands of the
Mohamed: 1115,)2; ccause if public roads

are really for the use of the public,
the reason why a particular class of
persons should not beallowed to have
thews tomtoms while passing on pub-

lic roads, 1s not easy to discover
The circular by the Commissioner
of Berar ( the father of the present
Deputy Commissioner Amraoti) in
1854, 15, we believe, a very justone,
as 1t allows the Hindas and Moha-
medans, to celebrate their respective
hﬁhdays according to the immemo-
rial customs and traditions of the
people; tomtoms are allowed free on
publie roadsaud everybodyis to goon
according to his deen The Mohame
dans of these days have it seems
growa more unreasooable in their

1dols of Hindu gods in his ewnplace
at Amraoti; the Mohamedans threa-
tened to break the idols, if he did not

lput a stop 1t preparing them.

The
poor fellow who made his daily li-

H1.?&&]11111:.!:.161 by making ashow of the

idols, had to give up his business,
as the aathorities 1nsisted on his so
| doing. This is quite a new phase on
which the dem.nd of the Mohame
dans has entered, and the authori-
ties have yielded to 1t. We think this
1s not securing peace, but embitte-
ring Hindu feeling.

This 1s not the way to see that
all goes on well.XWhen in a place
like Bombay, there is something to
be feared the Policeare scattered all
over the roads, and order is main-
tained by posting an effi

iclent body
of Police wherever necessary. So
matters go on as smoothly as may
be desired without the aid of any
such orders, which savourof undesir.
able distinctions between thetwo cla
Sses.

e

We hear that on the next Satur
day Mr. D. V. Bhagwat B A. LL 1.
B. 13 going to read a paperon *f rel]i-
gion’’ 1In connection with the series
of lectures that are continued 1n the

B. D. N. G. Labrary Akola.

S

To.
The Editor of the Berar

Samachar.

The Vaidarbha in its immediate las?
three i1ssues has given a conspicious 1n-
sertion to three articles of the proposed
series on the subiect of Female Iduca
tion in India. These may have been
read with greatand careful attention In
many and supplied many
with a fresh but unwholesome food for
hot discussions, It is evidently the in-
tzntion of these productions, the au-
thor of which is undoubtedly an alien,
to prepare or rather induce the Edu-
cated Native minds to accep. and intro-
uce mora widzaly in their couniry and
amongst their measure
which 1s likely to govern materiaily the
destinies of the present and future dau-
¢hters of India, without showing the
extent of its sutability to which it can

quarters

families a

ba accepted in connection with the so-
cial and domestic requirements. The
writer could not be expectedl to do
more justice tothe subject than any
other person similarly situated. The
short.comings are excusable- from the
fact that the writer 18 a
stranger and therefore
ignorant of the manners and customs

simple

of the natives, of the variations, these
undergo in different societies and lastly
of the domestic life and duties of men
and women 1n different families. The
readers could have been well spared |

this 1imposition, the journal,

of 1ts columns and
For, the first article is an
unnecessarily long and tedious prologue
of the subject. In the second the

chief point considered at much length is

the compos!lors,
their labour.

that ““ 1f women are educeted there is
great danger that they will be less
chaste.”” The third article could have

been much more acceptable and useful
to the devout Christians than to the
Educated natives
much better 1dea of Chrifatimlity than

before and who think that they ara in
a position to do without the precepts

of the Gospel. With regard to the ar: gu
ment advanced by
Female Ldut,a.tmu and considered in

the second article of the series, well
might the promoters of this measure

necessarily |

who have now a |

the opposers of the |

[

0

8leps towards Uue 80 caudeu lwprove
m2nt is admiration, reject and laugh at
this. But there may nevertheless be
somse truth in 1%, The terrible dis-
closures recently made by the PaulMall
Gazatte will strengthen this argument.
England is said to be thefirst class civiliz
ed coantry in the world and London the
chief seatofit. The daughters of the soil

are educated and said to be the accom- !

plished Ladies whom it is proposed
and -advised that the daughters of
India should follow. But what says

the Paul Mall about their morality ?

' Its low standard should be the least

euviable, and if it is not due to Female
Lducatmn 1t may be very interesting
to know what is it the result of. It
13 not at all for a moment contended
that Femal Education is altogether un-
hecessary. Butit is yet to be deter-
mined what sort of education there
should be, and to what extent, and un-
der what system shall be given in the
presenc social and religious condition of
the country,

It muasi be remembered that the
Standard and nature of Education of
tae Liuglish ladies will nos well suit the
Indian girls, whose manners, customg
and social ard domestic require-
ments  are materially different from

those of their white sisters. Patiencas

will not be tiresome to walt, to see
now the difficulties are meant to be
surmouuted by the writer and by those
wild and inexperienced admirers of the
wastern civilization who wish to adopt

and promote the measure with raptures
but blind-fold eyes.

‘“ Trinity "
Some of the remarks made above
are pot In harmony with our views
on the subject. We, however re-

gerve our comments until our con-

temporary finishes his articles on
Female Kducation.

Editor B. S.
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form of. government having been o this province were not perhaps re-

distinct *3in to her, cannot be gain- | quired to be so well educated in all [ sminations why they should net be

said, notwithstanding the formidable | the branches of civil, criminal and re
array of iunumerable evils which | venue laws as they find it necessary
some people can present to counter- | now. Litigation in the beginning was
balance this great benefit. It has |simple. But the state of altered cir-
been the one consistent policy of ad- | cumstances has forced it to assume
vanced liberal statesmen in England | gradually a different form. In our Co
to adopt measures to formulate the |urts there were comparatively few
people of this great dependency, if | cases regarding contract, tort, mort-
we may use the expression. Eng-|gage, transfer of property, trust, Hin
land is to prepare the people of |du and Mohamedan laws &. But
India for self-government; the pre-|along with the intellectual growth
sent government is a mere trust.Ifthis | of the people and the growth of con)
be the real object in view, as pro- | merce & the number of such cases
fessedly it is, gradually, the more | has become vastly increased. The
advanced from amongst the natives |judges in our courts, however, are
must be assoeiated with the con- |ignorant of those laws and conse-
duct of government; and doubtless | quently find it a very diffieult task
the educated natives will be found |and in many cases fail to deal satis-
to beof very great use in the fur- |factorily with questions requiring
therance of this object. the thorough knowledge of those

There has been a class of peeple | laws. We therefore request the local
always making & mountain of a mole, | povernment {to see their way to
by charging the natives with rank | make necessary alterations in the
gedition and romping disloyalty; | subjects of these departmental exa-
who can snetch at a most insigni- | minations with a view to secure an
ficant thing like the ‘ National An.|efficient administration of Justice.
them ' business the other day at|Even ifthe much talked of judicial
Poona and manage to give it colors | scheme of the Resident be sanction-
which must delude so long as there | ed we ,think no other competent
are people thatcan manage to de- | officers will be imported but the
lude and people who can afford to | gcheme will have to be worked out

be the credulous victims of any |py the present staff of officers.
gibberish norsense about educated

natives that may be put to them.
It 18 to be regretted that there 1s
in Tudia a class of people who are
the cause -of creating discontent be-
tween two classes of Her Majesty’s
subjects; the sooner this class 1s
ignored, the better 1t will be in the
trueinterests of British rulein India.

Every one in Iadia will be wait-
ing with enxiety the result of the
coming General Election. Appeals
are being made to the electors in
England en behalf ef the Indian
people for & comnmission of enquiry
inte the state of the government
of India; and delegates have been |
sent to England to represent the |
views of the Indian people. It 1s
to be hoped that things will come
to pass in a manner that would
cause acharge in the position of edu-
cated matives in the politics of our

This years Departmental Exami
nations began on Monday, the 12th
October and ended on Thursday
the 15th instant. The question pa-
pers were comparatively easy and
were such as would give no room
for candidates to complain except
in the oral examination in marathi
in which some out of the way ques
tions were asked. Marks ought to
have been assigned to almost al]
the papers so that it would have
| been well for the examinees to use
their diseretion in writing their
answers. On the wholethe nature
of the papers warrants us in believ-
ing that the result of this years
examinations will not be as bad as
| that of the last year. On the first
day the question-paper was dictat-
ed, which as expected produced
some confusion. The board of exa-
miners, however, took 1mmediate

v steps to avoid it on the next day.
e There should have been stricter
BERAR DEPARTMENTAL |supervision while the candidates
EXAMINATIONS. were writing their answers. The |
e DD Gl L noticeable point in this examination |

was that some few candidates were
so much unprepared that they were
seen doing nothing but lounging on
their seats and trying to find means
to kill the time which hang heavi-
ly on them. The
was not slow to take notice of itand
| further on in the oral examination
‘n Marathi these examinees were di-
rected to make no furtLer attempts
as they were not prepared.

Departmental Examinations are
held asnually in almost all the pro
vinces of India that are directly un-
der the British control. These exa-
minations have certainly a very
wholesome effect upon the respec-
tive brauches of administration 1if
they are arranged and conducted in
a. satisfactory manner. In the pro-
vince of Berars they were introduced
along with certain other reforms

Commassioner |

withheld from continuing to exercise
those powers until they are suffici-
ently qualified. We have no paucity
of officiers just now and we there-
fore think that such a step would
not creat any administrative incon-
venience but on the contrary will
have & salutary effect. The time bo-
noured prudent policy of making offi
ciating appointments at first is very
sound one and on no ac count, should
be swery d from.These fortunate no-
minee Y.iouldnot have been confirm
ed until they stood all the necessary
tests. In similar cases in future we
hope the government will not re

peat the mistake. We conclude our
present comments with a remark
‘““better than never-"

- It is settled that Mr. Henvey goes
to Jeypore to succeed Dr. Stratton.
Mr. Plowden will probably act at
Oodeypoor for Colonel Walter who
goes on 6 month’s furlough, Major

Trevor taking Mr.Plowden’s place at
Ajmeer.

———

THE INDIAN VIGILANCE LEA.
GUE.--What many flaming placards de
clared would be & monsier meeting
called by ** The Indian Vigilance Lea-
gue, "' and at which five thousand poor
were to be twice fed, and a thousand
special constables were to maintain or-
der, proved, we are told, to be but
gathering on Sunday evening on the
Monument Esplanade, of about three
hundred half-clad native school-boys--
some of whom were doubtless the usual
Sunday evening cricketers--belonging
principally to natcheappah’s Institution

and the Chnstian College. The ora-

tors who were to address the meeting |

from twenty-four different platforms

were represented solely by Mr. Stevens |

Howard, who during the last three or
four years has figured more than once

| in the polica reports of the Madras

newspapers ueder the names of Holt
and Howard, and who was released

from the Penitentiary on bail last Fri-
day. We mention the orator only in
order that such of our readers as may
need the information may know who is
the ruling spirit of ‘“ the Indian Vigi-
lance League.' He made a long speech,
in which he attacked the Governor, the
magistracy, the |police and the local
press, but was two or three times in-
tarrupted bv the Deputy Commissioner
of Police, Mr. Simpson. When the
speaker honoured one individual more
especially by his aspersions, Mr. Simp
son warned him that the police
would not be responsible for thejconse-
quences of so speaking. Howard declar-
ed that a member of the Civil Service
was prepared to come forward and de-
nounce the Government, but refused
to mention his name to Mr Simpson,
who advised him to address the "meet-
ing on the object of the League instead

that were found necessary during
the early period of British admini-
siration, The Berar examinations
should have been, from time to time
altered and made suitable to the
changed circumstances of the pro-
vince. The attention however, of our
local Government has not as jyet
been sufficiently directed to this sub
ject. The people of Berars havebeen
gradually progressing socially, mo-
rally and intellectually. In his recent
visit the Resident Mr. Cordery was
acreeably surprized to find the vast
improvement that has taken place
since his transfer from the commis-
sion to Upper India. In years past
the officers that were appointed to

rule the destinies of the people of

Some people are rather surprized
to find that such persons were cer-

tified by the district officer as com |

petent to appear for the examina-
tion. But on a moments thought
they will not find it unusual if such
officers are recommerded by the dis-
trict officers for powers Civil and
Criminal. The Judicial Commia.
sioner endorses the recommenda-
tion and the local government at-
one stroke arms them with powers
to be exercised on the peopleof Be-
rar. It is never too late to correct a
mistake. If through insufflcient in
quiry and erroneous judgmeat on
the part of superior authorities they
were found competent to exercise

such powers, we se€ Do reason in the

of attacking the police and the magistr
acy. we understand there was one
exception to Mr. Howard's sweeping
censures, in the case of Mr, Simpson
himself; though what he had done to

!

the meeting, we cannot tell. Poor Mr.
Simpson! The audience of schoolboys
seemed to enjoy the whole of the pro-
ceedings as great fun, The feeding and
the petitionsigning seem to have been
altogether omitted incarrying out the
programme.--- Tines.
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