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Time was when this territory

E. M. and H. E. Schools there,
expressed great satisfaction on ob-
serving them In a thriving con-
dition, and as an expression of his
heart felt joy, greeted the pupils
with the distribution of sweetmeat
to the value of Rs. 5. After this

was done, he betook himseclf to | rel
+ being there long anteriour to the

the task of lecturing the pe ple
present on the spot and pomnting
out the advantages accruing frow
education.

Now this functionary, who hav-
ing spent the best portion of his
life in His Highness the Nizam’s
Service and passed successively
through various grades has at last,
with his indefatigable exertions
raised himself to his present post
would never have called forth our
admiration even if he had shown
his total indifierence to these
things for the bare fact of his hav-
ing been to the old School. DBut
what most sarprises is that he 1t
is seen, has considered it his duty
as it were, in addition to those al
ready assigned him, to visit every
seminary he might come accross
his tour through the district and
endeavour his best to stimulate
the people to rally round the
standard of education so generous-
ly raised in the country. We hope
that such a praiseworthy conduct
on the part of this time honored
public Servant will not fail to com-
mend itself to the attention of our
most worthy and experienced Di-
rector of Public Instruction, under
whose able management the Edu-
cational Department has been
aradually assuming a healthful and
vigorous form.

In conclusion, we exhort those
Native Officers, not belonging to
the Educational Department, to
walk in the footsteps of this func-
tionary and follow his example.

that for the convenience of the

boat was

orcercd up |

 ———

seen moving at rapid strides evi-
dently indicating to catch the boat

and get 1nto it.  The chief
Constable Kisonsing, who walked

abreast with him issued mandates
to Mr. Ballajee and other Vukeels
to quit the boat, which they
refused to do on the ground of their

ce‘ng of the Shirastedar. This
argument of their'’s being unpleas-
ant and unwholesome the Chief
Constable and the peon ordered
them to get down, otherwise they
would hold them by their arms
and pull them down. If there
were Eslamites 1n the place of poor
Brahmins there would have been
a battle faught on the banks of the
Morna river; but hapy@'vy, Mr. Bal-
lajee and the Vakeels, to avoid any
skirmish, left the boat and quietly
waded through the river. Mr. Ni-
choletts who has the supervision of
the boat will kindlyv cnquire into
the matter and puuis.. the delin-
quents, and thus put a stop to the
recurr”ce of all this pack of non

sence.”
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

We beg to remind our subsecribers

that their Subscriptions, for the present

and past years, should be remitted as early
as possible, otherwise, we would, how-

ever reluctantly, be under the necessity
ceasing to transmit the paper to their
addresses. We believe that this re-
minder will not fail to arouse the
sympathies of our Constituents in the

country and bring about speedy remite
tances from defaulting Subscribers.

Proprietors of Berar Samachar
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T ue Railway between Kham-
gaon and Jhellum on the Nag-
pore extension of the G. l. .
lailway will be the first State
Railway opened in India. It was
reported some mounths ago that,
Juord Mayo accompanied by the
Duke of KEdinburgh intended to
open this raillway in February
next. It i1s now doubtful whe-
ther the Royal Duke will visit In
dia. The Australian papers give
anything but a royal account of
the sayings and doings which oc-
curred or. the Duke’s visit to that
colony. Bills left unpaid, and re-
muneration sought from the Parlia-
ment for mythical presents made,
it is said, not to the most deserv-

¢6Tg HIVAF QUAIIET  FXAT ST
7 qIz#) HI¢ g AA W AT
ogrd A(RFA[ FUIT HUT aHa AT
<F FIA L ARTET FITII0IE0 f
§ T& T Zdi &9 F1d al aiﬁ_{ g

p

RIS
994 fyzor'T S q3G CAERCIEE

FIT0T J919 &FIH A4 ASAY. |
og[d 3T, HION AT aygni 3ial
o FTAT ‘or® g®i=ar $2al AT

-

R

RIANE FIAAr Ar@ 1F:0m3 WGgH T
97 [HE 3.

I Te 1a81ar RO afF jagyl
@ifear ®Aia §r 9RIG AT AT
19 : 607 23l nﬂigi’i CS I
@isar A goqiH, §FHAT AN G 1%
B30T = Si~ 3§ o FIGH UT &,

'-
™.

h -
g7 gAIHAIFIBAEA T § HigWl 8T

iuq rqa]':;' amﬁ‘ ] the conduct

GI'TOT 419 &'F AIgi. = §A8@I |
 qIT4E® AT 4% wFcia g

ing of those honors in Australia.
Giving allowance for exaggera-
tion, still as there i1s no smoke 1n
the wood without fire, we cannot
but infer that a something not al-
tozether creditable has taken
place, or else the Colonial Govern
ment would not appear soriled at
of the Duke. A
young sailor, be he Duke or Ple-
beian, is not likely in his sky-lark
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tion and minor works, crossing,
fencing, signals, &ec., Rs. 40,000,
i all Rupees two lacs and eighty
five thousand, exclusive of the
cost of establishment. Be it re-
collected though that this is only
the estimate, the expenditure we
shall know after the work has
been completed.

This branch railway we owe to
Lord Mayo, so it is said, rather
we owe 1t to Khamgaon being a
great Cotton Mart, and the Man-
chester Cotton Merchants, being
aware that fairweather roads were
the only means of transit, be-
tween Khamgaon and Oomera-
wuttes. The bales of cotton pa-
cked on bullocks suffered great
loss 1n transit, for lumps of cotton
were to be found on every bush
on the road between the two
markets, after the passing of one
or two hundred bullocks loaded
with cotton, Lord Mayo's energy
and activity in urging on the con-
struction of this braunch railway,
13 owing I1n a gaeat measure to
outside pressure of those whose
interests are concerned. Yet we

" must not bé the less thankful for

the boon, no matter what the
circumstances might have been,
which has led to its bestowal.

It micht be, that the cost of

construction of this little brancy. «

line of seven or eight miles will
be considered data in future for
the estimates of all the Govern-
ment Railways which are to be
constructed in India. It 18 true
that forty or forty-one thousand
Rupees per mile, is very low con-
trasted with the Contractors’ rates.
If the Khamgaon line can be
solidly constructed, and not su-
perficially, and will stand fair tear
and wear, similarly to the lines
constructed by the Contractors,
doubtless great praise will be due
to the Department of Public
In this case, the financi-
al economy anticipated by the
Government, taking the construc-
tion of railways into their own
hands 1s, not at all likely to turn
out quixotical. But the branch
line is not yet finished, and he 1s
a very poor financier who counts
his chickens before they are hat-
ched. If single lines of railway,
the construction of which is now
in contemplation by the Govern-
ment of [ndia, can be carried out

ceeterts paribus, as cheaply as the

estimated cost per mile, of the
Khamgaon branch line, Lord
Mayo and his advisers are wonder
Mechanicians, and no less
wonderful Arithmeticians So Con-
tractors must have been humbug-
ging the several Railway Com-
panies who have paid through the
nose according to the Khamgaon

- estimated cost, for the construc-

tion of their respective lines In
India. But we must not forget

that this 1s the first attempt at

Railway construction by the Go-

- vernment, and whether or no, the

ing, to please the sober, staid, |

colonial big wigs, who, in their
wisdom fancied a bey Duke,
ought to appear versed in all
their finical proprieties.

However to return to our sub-
| ject, the Pionesr has given us the
. estimate of the raillway batween
" Khamgaon and Jhellum. The

formation and ballastiuf_{ of the

road is put down at s 60,000—
permanent way with sleepers deii-
vered on the line, 1s reckoned at
Rs. 175,000-—the plate-laying at
Rs. 10,000. The Khamgaon sta-

Engineers employed are experi-
enced in the work they have un-
dertaken, the sequel only will te_ll.
However a new tmpetus. in z:all-
way construction, 1n alto-relievo,
is brought to notice to the honor
of the Public Works Depart-

ment. The department which has
been so much abused, more parti-
cularly since tone arrival in India
of Lord Mayo. Lord Lawrence
was too well experienced to give .
heed to the spontings and mad
rantings of would-be politicians
and financiers, against the Public
Works Department. The con-
struction of the Khamgaon brauch
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railway was mnot conceived in In-
dia, nor by an Indian legislator,
but by commercial men in En-
gland having an eye to their own
Interests. 1t iz likely to prove
the wind that blows good to the
much abused Public Works De-
partment. The Department might
now brush up, if the prospects
owing to the cheap construction
of the cottou branch line in Berar
do not turn out a will-o™-the-whisp.
We however expect a better up-
shot, and although new brooms
sweep clean, yet the Public Works
Department is a more seasoned
broom than a new one, and doubt
less has looked well before taking
the leap into the omnium gatherum
of cheap Railway plant.

~We have a good deal of em-
piricism served up to us
now-a-days. By wham? Experi-
enced men of the  rld as they
are called, who do not for a
ment suspect themselves of quack-
ery, when they in a most prag
matic way ever that such and such
a thing is wrong, and such an
1dea is ridiculous. Now for the
reason why these people are at
tended to. Because they possess
a selt confidence, blended with a
command of manner which alwavs
carries with it a certain amount
~of influence, especially among easy-
going-people, who dislike being
troubled with contradictum. 1t
has been ventilated by one ot this
class that, the cause of European
vagrincy in India is, the free sale
ot liquor. That withdrawing the
licenses from the vendors of spiri-

V=

tuous liquors throughout India,
would be a specific check to vag-
rancy, much more effective than
shiping loafers to England. This
appeais to us a rather crude opi-
nion. We unhesitatingly adwmit
that closing all the liquor shops in
India, under British rule, would
keep the loalers sober, but the
measure would be no panacea for
vagrancy. On the contrary pro-
vide the loafers inclined to work
with employment suitable to their
several cases, and ship to Iingland
the idle, the lazy, and the drunk-
ards amougst them. Until this
can be done, European vagrancy
cannot be radically cured. As to
Mr. Maine's Vagrancy Act, it is
all moonshine inrespect of ridding
India of loafers. For not one of
them can be coerced by the Act
to go on board any vessel sailing
to England. 'Then what earthly

use 1s an Act that cannot strike at |
the root of the evil, for the cure |

of which 1t bas been ostensibly
provided.
The empiric who so flippantly

' by the lungs.
- fore supply the place of food —of

and indirectly charges the Govern

ment with the evil of vagrancy 1n

- permitting liquor shops to be open, |
has failed to prove it, 1n short he
proves too much which proves no-
thillg at all. Would any man 1n
his senses advise the Government, |
to wantonly injure the property of |
s large portion of its subjects, |
merely to save a few ruffians from
the crime of drunkenness.
to reclaim them from vagrancy
the measure could not, nor would
any other remedy but that of em-

ployment or coercive shipping to

Fﬂ'r;

England.

The Government of India are
to blame for having so long wink-
ed at the vagraney which they had
caused, by disbanding European
Regiments. Added to this, no
thought was given to the 1ncrease
of the evil, by European work-
men, having been brought out by
Railway Contractors and discharg
ed in the country. Another so-

urce of feeding the growth of the
evil has been, Sailors having been
allowed after discharge at the Pre-
sidencies, to rove about the Mo-
fassil.

of the Government were opened
to the evil they had taken no time
ly stseps to repress. And the
wise-acres in political economy,
loudly blamed the grog shops as
the foundation and cause of an
evil which liquor only served to
expose In 1ts vilest colours, but it
cannot justly be blamed as the
cause of the evil in India.

It may not be out of place here
to say a few words regarding
Malt and Ardent liquors, “ Beer
1s food as well as drink. . A little
beef eaten with it makes up its
deficiency in gluten, as cimpared
with milk, so that beef, beer. and
bread—our characteristic English
diet are most philosophically put
together, at once to strengthen,
to sustain, and to stimulate the
bodily powers.” Now the Govern
ment 18 to stop the sale of this
liquor at the cry of some stupid
visionary, who thinks 1t a crime
to use liquor, and because loafers

as a rule, not as an exception, get |

drunk when they caun.

Agamn Schiller says “ spread
out the thunder into 1ts softest
tones, and 1t becowmes a lullaby
for children,” and the same prinel
ple operates in diluting alcobol
instead of drinking it neat A
glass of whiskey diluted 1n a
tumbler of water and sipped slow
ly, will have no appreciable eflect
upon a person who could not toss
off a glass of neat whiskey without
intoxication. Hence some people
Ay appear more temperate, while
1n reality consuming a larger por-
tion of ardent spirits, than other
people. Some stupidly allege,
that ardent spirits are incapable
of serving any useful purpose in
the Animal economy. Secientific
men have left 1t on record, “1.That
they directly warm the body
2. By the changes they undergo
in the blood supply a portion of
that carbonic acid and watery va-
poure which, as a necessary of
life are constantly being given off
So far, they there

the fat and starch which we usual
ly eat, Liebeo says “ Persons ac-

- ceustomerd to the use of wine. when
- they take evd liver oil, lose their

- )

taste for wine.” To sum up the
properties of ardent spirits—1,
they make a given qu:mtity of
food go further in sustaining the
strencth and bulk of the body.
2. Thev ease and lighten the la-

~ bour of the digestive organs parti

cularly grateful to a weak stomach

- Tee-totallers possessine more zeal

than knowledge, will at ouce
blame the Government for gr:mt-
ine licenses to liquor sellers. ThLey
will tell us that every evil. man is
subject to, has sprung from the
use of ardent spirits, consequently
the destruction 1t has eansed,
Justifies any means had recourse
to, for Sttjpiling its sale. Tuis
reasoning 1n the abstract appears
plausible. Buat let us examine a

higher tone of ethies than that of

the teetotallers. We are told not
to do evil that good may come

- Wguld not the arbitrarily closing
of liguor shops for the purpose of

keeping loafers sober, be the ruin
of those merchants, who on the
good faith of our laws, expended
their money 1n the
liquors. What code of political
economy teaches the principle

When vagrancy reached
to a certain extent, then the eyes ‘

purchase of |

that Governments are justified to
beggar a [ortion of their subjects,
in view to keep a few licentious
' men from indulging their morbid
appetites.
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Teae CHARGE OF DEFAMATION AGA-

INST THE PUBLISHER OR THE

“PooNA UBSERVER™
THE QUEEN VS. RUSTOMJEE DADABHOY,

In August last, Mr. ). H. Lar
pent, Joint Judge of Poona, for-
warded the proceedinrs in the
case for the orders of the Judges

N EW3PAPXR.

434 of the Criminal Procedure
Code. Dr. A. G. Fraser tried
the case.
Mr. T. Brooks, a watchmaker, and
the defendant, Mr. Rustomjee
Dadabhoy, was the printer and
publisher of the Poona Observer
newspaper. The complainant char-
ged the accused with defamation
of character under section 499 of
the Penal Code, for having caused
to be published in the 1ssue of the
Poona Observer of the 13th April
last the defamation complained of.
The magistrate convicted the de-
fendant and fined him Rs. 50, or,
in default, to suffer imprisonment
for one month.

Mr. Larpent, in sending up the |

case to the Hich Court, said—
The petitioner has been convicted
by Dr. Fraser, Full Power Magi-

strate, of defamation, and senten- |

. the paper.

The complainant was |

ced to pay a five of Rs. 30, or, in
default, to rigorous imprisonment
for one montlr. There is conse-
quently no appeal against the de-
cision. The Judge lias sent for
the record under section 434, and
the petition has been delegated
to me for disposal. The petitioner
1s the proprietor of the Poone
Obsever, and in the paper dated
13th April, he published the fol-
lowing para as “ Local News ".—
“ Disappearance of a European
Watchmaker from the Camp Ba-
zar.—Mr T. Brooks, who kad

 established himself for upwards

of a year as a watchmaker in the
Sudder Bazar, suddenly disappe-
ared on Friday night last. Re-
port says that watches belonging
to several persons were not return-
ed to them, which were given for
repairs.” It 1s urged before me
that this para comes within the
first exception of section 499, and
also within the ninth. The state-
ments complained of as defamato-
ry are that Mr. I. Brooks * sud-
denly disappeared on Friday night
last,” also that watches beionging
to several persons, which had been
given to Mr. T. Brooks for repairs,
had not been returned. 1 am of
opinion that by Mr. Brooks’s own
admission, the truth of both these
statements 1s substantially proved.
Mr. Brooks says he left at 6 a. M.
by the train. T'o do this he left
his house at about 5 A. M and
hence the statement that he left
“at night,” though not strictly
true, 1s but a slight exaggeration.
[t 1s imputed to him also that he
“suddenly disappeared.” I think
his conduct shows that he did
leave suddenly. He did not tell

- his landlord of his intended depar-

ture, and 1t 1s beyond a doubt that
he did not persovally return all

~ the watches which had been given

him for repair, but that eight wat-
ches were unreturned. Although
all these watches were given to
Mr. Norman and Mr. Divine to
be returned, yet this conduct shows
a suddenness of departure. It 19
shown also that he only spoke of
his departure the previous day.
As to the second statement, Mr.
Brooks admits that he did not
personally return the eight wat-
ches, and 1t is proved beyond
doubt that they had not been re-
turned at the time the para. ap-
peared in the paper. Itis proved
also that a complaint was publicly
laid before the Cantonment Magi-
strate on the 12th April by Mr.
Brooks’ landlord that he had
abruptly left with two of his ( the
landlord’s) watches. I think
that Mr. Brooks behaved, to say
the least, with great want of judg-
ment, and that his movements
were not incorrectly reported by
[ also think that the
para. was inserted in perfect good
faith and for the advantage of the

' public who, by the information
' they thus obtained, were enabled
 to get back their property. For
- these reasons I think the conwie-
- tion should not stand, and | direct
~ that the record be submitted to
 the High Court for its orders.

The Judges of the High Court
concurring with Mr. Larpent, re-
versed the conviction and sentence
against Rustomjee Dadabhoy, and

ordered the fine, if paid, to be re-

. funded to him.
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

We beg to remind our subscribers

that their Subscriptions, for the present
and past years, should be remitted us early
as possible, otherwise, we would, how-
ever reluctantly, be under the necessity
ceasing to transmit the paper to their
addresses. We believe that this re-
minder will not fail to arouses the
sympathies of our Constituents in the
country and bring about speedy remite
tances from defaulting Subscribers.

FPropreetors of Berar Samachar
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