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The Excise reportfor 1891-92 1s a
§ull and clear statement of factsand
ficures. It does not pass in review
the present system of excise admini-
stration becanse it in a state of tran-

sition and the Resident—Mr. Plowden

is himself a specialist in that subject.
Now we have got an expert olhcer
{rom Bombay to improve the excise
system and something on the model of

the Bombay-system is proposed as an
experiment for the district ofEllich-l

pur. Weare not aware ofthe changes
that are to be effected in Berar but
in order to understand the proper ex-

tent & nature of a probable reform

if any proposal be placed before the
public we intend togive in short the
gystem in vogue and the improvements
that are needed in 1.

The Excise revenue n DBerar
realized from the taxation of
1 Imported spirits
2 Country spirits
3 Sindi
4 Opium
5 Ganja.
A3 regards Foreign spirits & liquors

a license %o eell them is obtain-
able on 8 fee of Rs. 100 per year for
each shop. Such shops are 18 in the

province. There seem (@ be no severe
& strict regulations about the sale of

;
|

q

T
n

\

There is a system of monoply as
regards the rest of the drinks and
drugs. The manufacture and vend of
sountry spirits and Tari in each dis-
trict is permitted to the highest bidder
at the auction of every year. It 1s
similar to the farming of a survey
field The contractor is bound fo abide
by the Abkari rules in force. The
circles he is allowed for his district acd
the number of shopsin each circle are
fixed and liable to dimunition by the
orders of the Deputy Commiss.oner.
The price he pays at the auction, how-

| ever high, he has to realize upon the

sale of the spirits he manufactures. His
interest is to force up the manulacture
of hisarticles to the maximum quanti-
ty and to invite as many people as
available to drink his wine at the
cheapest rate he can afford to sell.
The cultivation of poppy-seeds is prohi
bited in Berar and opium is therefore
imported from the Indur side. Ganja
is produced in tbe province. Its culti-
vation is licensed at 10 per acre. The
sale of opium & Ganja is mouopolized
in each District at the bighest bid.

The danger in this affair i3 the smug-

oling of opinm into Berar & the uu-
lawful export of Ganja in the neigh-
bouring provinces.

The utopia of the Excise system 1s
the maximum of revenue with the

minimum of consumption. To a certain

measure both these things are possible
but when prices rise inordinately high
people find an opening in the illicit
manufacture of liquor and this adds
to the volume of crime. The mini-

| mum of consamption that is attainable

at any time has reference to the habits
of the people while the maximum of
revenue is derivable if the people can
drink to the last pice 1n their purse
and Govenment make the drink as
dear as people can afford to buy. The
excise ideal, if driven to both extre-
mes,will cease to be a desirable object.
The vices of intoxication will ever
exist in some form or other and one
must be a simpleton who expects all
men to be sober. Sobriety of this ultra
type is a forbidden quality to mortals.

The passion for drink or drog being |

thus an incurable disease of human
frame a man will move heaven and

earth to get it. We should attempt
however to reduce the evil as far as

posaible and make men more & more
free from any sort of 1ntoxication.
And the effect will follow some gene-

rations hence that our children
will inberit our tendeucies and tra.
ditions. Age gone- by have shown,
as that the ovil exists. In the old
Vedic litetature we fiad allasions to
drinking vices. Ouar contact with the

Englishmen has increased the drink-

traffic to an enormous extent and the

effects of a century or more cannot be
undone in at least less time than that.
The discussion of the Mhowra-bill of
Bombay bas clearly pointed out that
high prices drive people to resultiog
intemperance and volume of erime, and
that the measures to check drunken-
nesstend to become a new engine of op-
pression. There is a salient &' valuable
point worth notice in the remarks ot
our old Rasident-Sir Dennis Fitz
Patrick on the opium-question. This
remark whish is equally applicable to
every Abkri-reform runs as below:—

“Liet any one picture to himself the dii-
ficulty of decting the ,smuggling aud sur
reptitious sale over an immense extent of
territory and for the supply of many milli
ons of consumers, of such a commodity,
and let any one who knows this couniry
picture to himself what the attempt to sup

these foreign drinks as there are im | 1 .qq jt here would mean- The imaginati—

relation to country spirits and Sindi.

on, at least the imaginatien of an ordina

|

ry practical man, refuses to conceive the
establishments that won'd be required for

such & purpo=e,aid to any one who knows
the class of persons who would have to be
employed for such a purpose here,the pro
spect of oppression, corruption, and extor
tion which the suggestion opens out 1s tru
ly appailing. No doubt, if we covered the
whole face of the country with a network
of preventive establishments and resorted
fo an extreme of severity whenever we got
a conviction we should succeed in dimini
shing to some matarial extent the consu
mation of opium, but the advastage thus
gained would be ag nothing compared ywith
the evils to be set agalnst 1t.”

What 1s wanted 1s the gradual sup-
pression of demand for drink or drug.
There must be a reasonable supply to
satisfy the demand but Government
should make it difficalt to obtain more
quantity than a reasonable one per
head. The tims has come when Govern-
ment should not desire to extract more
revenue than what 1s derived at pre
sent. To try for more isto rob people of
their hardly-earned peuny and to thrust
them farther to the brinkof poverty
and starvation. Sir Dennis Fitz Patrick
had no doubt intended the best relorm
when he remarked on the Excise-report
of 1889—J0 tu the followlag effect..—

““The rules will also prescribe that re
gisters are to be kept at all shops. In
those where liquor is distilled, the regis-
tere will show the stock in hand at the
beginning of each day, the quantity of

each description and strength of liquor
distilled, sold, and sent to other shops
during the day, and the balance 1n hand
at night. For ; shops where distillation
i3 not carried on, the registers will be the

game except that] instead of liquor dis

tilled, they will show the amount of

liquor received, giving the name of the |

distilling shop which consigned 1t."”
We think that the Resident should
thus exercise his powers ‘ Lo check
production & cause a record of sale or
manufacture to be kept by inserting

in the license clauses regulating the
number of stills attached to eath shop

& eujoining the prepration of accounts.’
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bhad wunder some

despatch and in a thorough-going man-
ner. From his last Revenue report
we learnt that be first satisfied himself
that there is a very limited scope under
the Liand Improvement Act XIX of
1883 which afiords a loan at a mode-
rate interest when a land-holder re-
quires to borrow money on some Spe-
cial works as wells, reclamation and
others of « similar natare. His expe-
rience and study of the subject led him
to conclude with Sir Donnis Fitz-
Patrick that there were natural causes
enough that made impractical and in-
convenient the easy and rapid applica-
tion of the above Act. The villagers
are fally aware that advanzes can be
specified circnm-
stances but as a rzule no such circum-
stances present themselves in the majo
rity of cases to facilitate the making
advances to a large amount. Mr.
Plowden did not rest inactive. He clear
ly observed that the peasants are al-
most deeply & hopelessly in debt. A
villager is a bound-slave to his money-
leander. It was evidently manifest that
he could hardly arrange to help those
who could not help themselves. There
1s still a middling class of peasants
who live from hand to mouth and are
bard pressed in tha season of field-
work before they can reap the harvest.
Their little earmings can not cope with
their wants of a future day and they
borrow money at a rate of not less
than 24 percent interest. Such =2 heavy
interest deprives them of the fruit of
their labour & bring him & his family
to a state of living on a half-meal or
something like it. It is for such people,
we think, that the Resident’s new
measure 18 meant to grant a loan to

free him from the grasp of his usurping
creditors.

The Residency Orders of the 1st
idem contains the rules which theRe
sident has framed under the Liand Im
-provement Lioans Act of 1884. Before

ST N IFRIE AF] A i) Q{F (Y | we call balow som2 of tha important

QAAT] AFOAL BHS AR <qj=q
qIZI4Y 99 T27.

AFA WRAT YIT I H|
M% 9R93E FiT I 89 Q9
(8E99 VR A9 9F |l 5ul-
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sectious as will give an idea of the pro

| -posed legielation we hope that Colonel

Maokenzie who is the pride of Berar
wil take proper care to give this now

" |
measure as wide a scope of usefulness

as possible:—

11. Loans under these rules may be
granted to any person, being an owner
or occupier of erable land, for any of
the following purporess:—

(a) Purchase of seed grain or of plough
Ing cattle.

(b) Rebuilding houses destroyed by
fire or flood.

(c) Relief of distress caused by aricul

quw[ﬂ S E qllﬁfﬂ lq{:ﬁlfqﬂﬁ QUT tur al losses arising out of special causes.

QY ®O3UL F2Zeq a&wA @ T

T 9B @R G 99T BlAUHC
ziF,
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MONDAY SEPTEMBER
12 1892
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We express onr heart-felt thanks to

the Resident Mr. Plowden for his right
and liveral measare to afford a lending
hand to the Ryot in his hours of need
and distress. When people complain
of the hard dealings which the money-
Jending  Shylock adopts and
when Sir W. Wedderburn invites Go-
vernment to found Agricultural banks
Mr, Plowden goes half way to relieve
the peasantry from the revolting

village circles and to 1iustitute some
fund on which the solvent agricuitarist
can draw at a law rate of interest. The

 charm of hig work 1s that when he

and
rampant usury that prevails in the

(d) Any other purpnse not supecified
in the Land Inuprovement Loans Act
(X1IX of I883) connected with agncul
tural objects.

V. Loans shall be granted on ths
following conditicous of payment.:—

(@) A lban for the purchase of seed
shall be repaid within one year.

() A loan for the purchase of cattle
or for any other purposs within the mean
ing of the said Act and these rules shall
be repaid within three years. In special
cases & furthure extension, not exceed
ing ten years, may be allowed by the
Resident.

VIII. The yearly rate of interest on
loans shall ordinarly be one anna in the
rupee, or 61 per cent, and shall be charge

able from the date on which the loan
is made; but the Resident may, at his

discreeion and for special reasons, reduce
this rate of interest or charge none or
remit any part of the interest due.

If an instalment of principal an ino
tereset is not paid when it falls due,
the Deputy Commissioner may if he

takes up a th;ng to do he does it with | date of payment.

—

The following are some of the impor
tant statements in the Excise report of
1891-92:—

Abkari Sales.—The district sales of
the monopoly of vend of country spirits
for the year 1892 93 were held as usual
before the expiry of the prdeceding year,
t. e, during the year of report. The
tntal sums bid aggregated Rs. 13, 86,
375, or Rs. 3,280 in excess of the total

Of the three districts in East Derar
in which a large reduction in the number

of tho shops has been effected, two—
Amracti and Wun—show a considerable

in the prices paid for the
monopoly. But in Amraoti the price
realized 1is still far in excess] of the
avarage for the five next precediug years.
Ia Ellichpur, notwithstanding a decrease

of 37 shops, the contract sold for Rs.

11,455 more than that for 189-92. The
keen competition said to prevail at the

auctions, the high prices bid, and tha”
the ease with which the amounts due

are realized, indicate that the margin

of profict is still very large.
The net total increase amounts to

Rs. 87,610-1I-0. oompared with Rs, |

1,22,452 in the preceding year. The re-
venue has increased under two heads

only wviz, “countrv spirits,”’ and ‘foreign |
spirits’ the increase under the formeris
Rs. 94,595. Thereis a decrease under each

of the remaining heads.
The i1ncidence of the total demand

of the year under review for all
kinds of excise revenue per head of the
population, according to the census of
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The other day a Municipality in the
Bombay Presidency was closed. The
matter has now lost its novelty and we
are prepared to hear similar collapses
if they occur at all. Some arguae that suc
cess or failure of a Muanicipal 1nstitution
#s a certain index of the avility or other-
wise of the Nauves to take part in the
adwinistration of the kingdom.We join
issue with them.Though the Liocal-Self
Governwent 1s not & foreign plaut to
the land of this nation still tbe old
Village Pancuayats were too cruade to
admit of tue modern extension: aud the
pew system of local-self Government

that 1s gralted upon the old one is ca-
pable of a vast developwmeut. It is per

Laps a school for the Iudian politicians
to learn their A, B, C, so as to eatitle
themselves to the greater franchises
aud liberties that are accessible to the
people of other nations, Bo we are of
opinion that lailures in the municipal

institutions will sharpen our energies
aud streugtheu our nerves to make a
resolve to sacceed better under the pre
sent emergencies aud will in one way
or another be a steppicg stous to a
future caceer of decisive battle under all
sortg of probable contingencies. Do we
not hear ol simni'ar fatlures of represen-
tative governweunts in the Western na-
tions? Plainly yes. Have such draw-
backs demolished the like 1astitu.-
tions of any country? Certainly not.
The difficuities are a severe instructor
aud 1t 18 not an 1ll omen for the local
bodies to see them face to face. We
should not therefore leave off work
with despair,

There are eight muniscipal com-
mittees in the province & all of them
are more or less making an onward
march of progress & reformm. These
bodies were till now free from the
control of the local Governmet in con-
pnection Wwith their powers over their
own treasuries. Those powerss are, by
a recent legislation, restrained, & are
subjected to the sanction of the Depaty
Commissioner of the District,

« $he Commissioner & the Resident of | tozether for mutual assistance. In this
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cannot undertake original works or
repairs that will cost more than Ras.
500 without the sanction of some fixed
authority. We were in the beginnicz
sorry for it; and but on a second and
perhaps a better thought we saw no
such reason to grumble against the
Resident. It is true that whether we
like it or no, we must obey the law
that is dealt out to the municipal
bodies. Dui there is one good point
init. The more we are thus contrain-
ed with rules and regnlations the less
will be the ground for chances to coms
in the; way of our success. It makes
doubly sure that the Governmentiwill
be at fault if there happen a waste
ot the municipal fund. The Govern-
ment will not at Jeast come forward
to covndemn the local municipalities.
Meanwhile it is open for us to gain
a firm footing in the management of
our own concerns & leave few groands
for disapparoval of our proposals &
budgets. The right of sanction is like
the right of a veto & we shall take
care to give no occasion for the

| 8ay this because it is alter all our
Government that we are to satisfy

pass-port that we hope to achieve.

a safec ground inso far as the waste
of money was at stake.

Ram Moban Roy was the first na-
tive who understood the importaunce
of the Western education. Metaphy-
sics or sciences of the like naturehe
condemned as being far
& practical. He disapproved of the old
schools of Vedic literature & had often
| expressed himself to that effect with
| eloquent and forcible arguments. When
there 1s now a days a tall talking
| about the revival of old learning in
Bengal we would do weli if we quote
below a good word of advice from the
above gentleman whose memory we

bless with & number of happy as-

goications Ile remarked:—

“We find that the Government are
establishing a Sanscrit school under Hindu
Pandits to mmpart such knowledge as is
already current in India. This seminary,
similar in character to those that existed
1n Europe before the time of Lord Bacon,
can only be expected to load the minds
of youths with grammatical niceties and
metaphysical distinctions of little or no
practical use to the possessors or to soclety.
The pupils will then acquire what was
known two thdusand years ago, with
| the addition of vain and empty subtleties
produced by speculative men, such as
are already commonly taught in all parts
of Icdia. Sanserit language 18 so dificult
that almost a life—time 1s necessary for
its acquisition, and is well kcown to
have been for ages a-lamentable check on
the diffusion of knowledge: and the lsarn
ing concealed under thisalmost luapervious
veil is far from sufficient to reward the

labors of a lLile.”
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The Bombay Gazett= agrees with Sir
David Gostling the President of the
Western Industrial Conference in his
remaiks upon the caste-system. It 1s
good to remember well in mind bow
technical educaticn is possible in thbe
old professional castes of the native.
We may quote the following few lines as
a broad plain principle of future action:

““With caste on the religious side, he
rightly disclaimed any intention to inter-
fere. From his point of view each sepa-
rate >aste is a trades union for that parti
cular trade. In its essenze, itis & union
of members of the same trade, banded

1
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of a village or town combine for the pur- lqﬂq ;I'EEI o
pose, the board of the District in which .
the village is situatel should provide the Qﬁi BES Gﬁlﬂ-'ﬂ, g2, qm,
funds to pay a capable teaching staff los-a - %03

| The castes in the towns might first come AR U U B L ER S - tﬁu

exercise of vetoing oar proposals. We I ot profession aud calling will bring men

& 1ts good certificate 1s the highest |

! We are therefor: obliged to Mrl
Plowden because he has placed us on .

feaii it ierc i) | province there are few technical schools.
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deserves encouragement. The evil is thﬂ aomlnpaﬂ, in the ¢
one caste looks down upon another with a M‘“ﬂm in ghq
feeling of contewpt, and he urged the edu % fiﬁ“ -
cated and progressiva of Hindt society to
discourage this feeling, which is inconsis
tent with any real national life. He re-
commended the strengthening of caste as
a labour-union of people following tle

same trade, and urged that ¢he technical
education of the differert castes is a neces
sity, ifany real industrial progress is to
be effected. The object to be kept in view
1s the establishment of a Trade School in
eyery village, and in each ward of a town

If all the castes

U 928 q1] 3 aﬂr Hﬂ Q33 H
CIETRD ] aa'i sjTe] 39@ . &-
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throughout the country.

under technical instruction, and when | Qﬂﬂ]wﬂ[ | FFI EEL l'aq?q[ﬂ llﬂ

teachers became more numerous, the 1.*11- 3%[3

lages would be provided ino their turn,’
Wedo not hold these views about ENEIE R | ¢ Ghl'?lﬂial' I
our caste-system. \We are diffident whe- | . -
ther the castes as g0 wany trade-centers FeFSIB 9y TR U U THUA
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will admit of extension.The present cas-
tes represent rather the truth that unity
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our society a man is born a gold-smith,
blacksmith crtailo:r.His caste allows him
a particular status with wbich he starts
in life.The modern influences are con-
trary to such a preordained status.We
are changing fast and our old {rade cent

ers have no real polity.The wants ofthe
day are quite different.lrrespective of

castes men are longing after technical
educaticn and 1t 18 for the Goverment

to afford it by all means possible.In our

The Missionary school at Akola is
rather not acceptable to the people and
the educational departmment has not
fouud out funds to institute any. We
hope however something will follow
in po distant [uture.
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The ‘Humanitarian’ magazine edited
by a lady of high edacation at New
York has an appropriate remark abuut
the ‘arictocracy of blood’ that our
forefathers manitained from a matter
of prineciple. Mrs. Woodhill Martin
observes: —

““Philosophers in archaic times realiz
ed that the same bereditary laws which
govern the breeding of healthy and
superior animals applied as well o
the human race. They commented npon
these laws, and when in power,legislated
upon them. With the Hiudoos we find
these laws made a moral obligation of
of religion. An ideal standard was made
in the name of religion, to which the
choice or selection of the individaal
was made to cozflorm.’A Brabmin was
forbidden to marry any one who was
uabealthy, or whose parents were
afflicted with Jefilivg maladies, aud
references were made in the Vedasto
beauty of form and moral qualities,
‘““blessed is he whbose choice 13 approv
-ed by all the good.” Poets of antiquity

wd\@ A

sang and glorified in verse the g4 2 ilZlﬂT s £1pAc FADE G w
ancestors of heroes. * * * What| zgesy| ﬁciﬁ QI1&Y[+q mﬂi € '
poor soil 13 to the vegela
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able kindom, poor food is to the animal
kingdom. “A man is what he eats and
what his mother bas had to eat during
Liis gestation” states part of the truth.
A pedigree register would state effect
—the individual i5 devitalized, poverty
of blood— cause, parents were over
—worked or physically exbausted, or
the individual bas been overworked, or
has been working iu a vitiated atmosp-
here or at trades prejudicial to health.
or has had insufficient or iunutritious
food. The moral would inevitably be A
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We have, at times out of number, ad-
worted in these columns to the' evils of
vesting the revenue and magisterial
functi-ns in the same individuals. The
question is of an old standing and re-
flects the spirit of lethargy and inaction
on the part of Government. The blend-
inz of these two dutiee is the outcome
of a narrow view. It must be a bad
weasure of economy to kill two birds
with one stone where the chances are
at olds against the either game. The
Arst look-out of 2 Government are na-

turally its finances and whatever ar-
yangement tends most to facilitate the
cellectmu of the revenue claims prefe-
rence with it. S0 came into existence
the significant names of Collectors,
Deputy Collectors, Assistant-Collectors
Mamledars, & so on. We bave 1n
Berur Deputy Commissioners, Assis-
¢ant Commissioners, Extra Assistant
Commissioners & Tahasildars on a
gimilar type. The main duty of these
officers lies in the reveunue-sphere.
But emergencies arose when magistra-
cy became an important item iun the
administration. When there was mis-
rule & no proper Government in old
times it suited best to the then cix
cumstances that revenue-collectors
should be magistrates within their
Jocal times, The union of the dutics
afforded ease & grace to the work of
a revenue officer. Spare time was uti-
lized in administering law & no flin-
ching from the revenne work was
permissible. A military order prevailed
& the ryots had but few rights to
maintain against the oppression &
anarchy of a foreign rnle. And it was
on account as above that the co-
existence of the two duties was never
felt as a standing evil.

But times are changed. The revenue
work is vast expanding in its magni-
tade, People have been allowed all
the freedom and rights of a loyal
subject of sovereign. The proper main
tenance of them in tact requires a
vigorous & strong sentioel in our law-
courts.

Moreover looking to the rapid strides
which this country, vast as it is, has
made during the past few years 1n
point of mental development a plodd-
ing magistrate finds it too difficult to
adminster justice to the masses enga-
ged in the most nice subteltics of law
not so much to seek justice as to de-
fend their rights and privileges. We
icdeed laugh within our spleens when
we sce learned counsels the glory of

Lﬁ—.

the Bar pouring out the mellow efful-
gence of their law before a mechnical
wagistrte bardly ableto riddle the
puzzles and psephisms brought before
him to be proved and disproved. This

1s indeed unnatural. The rest of course
i1s in order.

The position of Berar a few years
ago was so miserable that not only
these were no educated men here but

most importations bad to be made
from the sweepings of the more ad-

vanced and the most inteligent province
in our vicinity. But times are altered
now. The present able and vigorous
Director of Pablic Instrustions can
boast of having produced in his ad
ministration graduate commodities of
the genuine DBerar growth. He can
also boast by taking a retrospect of
bis work how be can now bring bri
Illia.nt and shining men of lucid, un
assuming, and non-meddling yet ami
able and exemplary characters on
moderate salaries with hardly any pros
pects. The selections are the best as
every one knows.

Why shonld the Revenue Depart
| ment not follow the noble instance of
the Educational Head? is long a per
plexing question with us. Woe to the
administration that madly and impious
ly rejects the services of men whose
talents are sare to diffuse lustre and

olory round the work they would be

cal'ed upon to do. Bowmbay and other
Presidencies have availed themselves

of the diffusion of higher edacation &
even the non-regulated C. P. bave
laid open all tLeir Revenue and Civil
employments restrictively to graduates

acd persons who have received bigh,
mental and intellectual training,
Berar is Conservacive. Its places are
open only by seniority of service and
qualification of Depattmental tests to
any sort of men.This is both at once
detrimental to the service and preju
dicial to the interests of justice. But
| the evil we record is a side reflection
on the present system of selecting
men fo responsible 1evnue duties the
more 80 because these are not seperat
ed from magestrial ones.
The Civilians are the best trained
and cultured officers® Their main work
is either Judicial or majesterial. The

Revenue work is solely managed by
their Subordinates responsible to them
and serving uuder them. If the Revenue
work were in such a state ol actual
things actually separated from the
majesterial there would be all the ad
vantages of a division of labour and
none of i1ts disadvantages.

We have thus pointed out the neces
sity of separating the revenue from the
magistracy. However we hope that
the following general hints may be
found useful.if the authorities are dispo
l sed to heed them. “(1)To avord all nomi-

nees whose general education is not bi-
oh;(2)to prefer those whose legal atttin
ments are superior;(3)to veto the appo
intment of all those who have been pre
| viouely found unfit for excersing magis

terial powers;(4)to prefer young men of |
| good physique to those who are on the
eve of retirement and physically unable
to bear the strain of exacting Work;(5)to
increase the member of importation
from the Registration department; (6) |
to select more men from the rank
of graduates in arts and graduates in
law who are practising as pleaders.”
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