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21, 1891

We take up first the report on Civil
Justice in Berar for 1890. Though it

came late to us as far as 18th ultimo
we meant to make up the time by re-
viewing it earlier. But a summary peru
sal of the report undeceived us in res-
pect to our confidence in gelting

thiough it so sharp. The report unlike !

——— e

1ts predecessors, is indeed ‘full and ine
teresting.” It starts with a warning to
the Deputy Comumissioners that they
should themselves prepare and review
the annual statements. By shirking their
duty to other shoulders they evade the

maiu object of an annual report and

remain in bliss of ignorance iu regard
to the ‘condition of their charges.’ The

Judicial Commissisoner vbserves speci-

ally an absence of method in the super-
vision of Mr. Nicholetts and unpala

tably dwells on the wrong returns of
Mr. Yassinkhan,

There are in Berar 42 tribupals from
the Judicial Commissioner to the Naib
Tabsildur. The average number of sujts
for the last five years is 25793 and that
of the year of the report lalls short by
39 cases. With respect to the weight of

litigation appears no special change
though there were local fuuctions owing

to new civil ccurts, the uncertain har
vest of work of some of the old ones,
and the alarming effects of influenza.
The suits instituced under ‘money &
moveables” were 22321 and those which
pertain to the land were 3433. The total
suits of the first class have diminished

by 2 p. c. while that deficit is made up
mainly ucder suits of the second ¢lusg.

The Judicial Commissioner sugoests
that agricultural Prosperity was the pro
bable cause of the rise and fall noted
above. He thus put it:— Possessing
more money, debis are more readily
paid, leading toa fall in suits on con-
tracts either written or verbal, while an
appreciation in the value of land hasg
naturally stimulated litigation in respect
of land.” It is but natural that where
Feople are more or less ‘Jangly’ there

must be a high percentage of contragts
not 1 writing.

V" Though it is vot given to every one
to forecast intelligently the drift of pas

sing events it is certaiuly not denied to
Colonel Mackenzie who philosophises

ou the general condition of the peasantry
in Berar. His object is to dispel popular

beliefs as vague aud unwarranted, It s
a national cry thatthe Indian agricul-
turist is sinkiug in tho depths of poverty
and starvation. Berar is purely agricul-
tured and the echo ofthe Cry 13 rather
alarming. Our provincial Arstides mar-

shals his arguments to fulsify the po-
pular belief. The style is rather racy and
vigorous and lends a peculiar charms

to the subject Kl'his portion in his report
18 worth ten thousand repetitions for

It savours more of an official recogris
tion of the all-important topic of the
{l;h It signalizes a danger in the Deo-
ple’s talk but rejects it as unwarrant-
ed by experience. To our mind guch an
opiuion as coming from the grand au-
thority quells farther inquiry thongh
we are fully conscious that Colonel Ma-
ckenzie will not rest himself satisfied
with the explanatiou that he has been
able to advance to the acceptance of the
pevple. Had we not konown who the
writer is we would have rushed in print
to argue adversely. We are too familiar
with the general belief of deterivration
in the status of our agriculturel classes,
We nave published; often times, what

people have talked and we have thought
with the ‘mough one be not convin-

ced with these optimistic views of an
officer whose high rank and vast expe-
rience eutitle him to public estima-
tion as a standard authority he shogld

have the choice of suggesting what ape
prehensions and contrary tenets work

in his mind as to the facts that pass be-
fore bis eyes. We would claim sach a
right after we reprodnce in fofo the

learned opinion from the report on

hand:—

“In a province whose main reliance
s agriculture, the real condition of its
agriculturists is of primary interest

.’E:_
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manner of devices and was p
by those interested in the land. They

were poorly and scantily clothed; they
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idea 1s that in Berar, &s in
other parts of India, we are in this res-
pect slowly going from bad to worse,
that the great body of the cultivating
classis steeped in debt and year by
year i8 slnking deeper into debt, acd
that individualiy the members of this
class are becoming bondsmen to the
Marwari or the money-lending class.

* The one side is generally represented as

child-like in its innocence, falling an
easy prey to the fiendishly-acate and
vampire like icstincts ol the other, with
the result that the ownership of the
land is said to be rapidly changiug hauds
from the one to the other, biingiug con
sequences in ifs train disastrous to the

peace of Government and oalling for ear
ly attention and interference. Portions

of certain of the districtreports illnstrate
this. 1¢ is very difficult to get at a suf-

ficiency of facts on which to found safe
ly & belief. I believe, however, that ia

Berar at least the condition of the pea-
santry is better now than it has ever

been, that there is & deal of indignation

wasted and sympathy misplaced when

the relations of the creditor and debtor
clasg are discussed— that is, on the

average both are pretty mush on a par
in cuteness and in the ability to look

alter number one,and that in the strug-
gle to get the best ofa bargain when

they come to deal it is really a case of
“diamond cut diamond.” If the Marwa-
ri—I use the name as typical of the

money-lender— is hard and pitiless, 1t
i3 becaunse virtually he is driven— the

result of long practical experience— to
protect himself against the cunning and
unscrupulous tortudsity of the kaubi,
the borrower, when it suits the kunbi,
as unfortunately it too frequently does

t*: be unscrupulous.

1t is supposed by those best informed |

that quite one third of the land 1n Be-

rar has passed to the money-lende?ﬂmt
if so, no oune that I have been able to

find—and I am always seeking infor-
mation as opportunity offers {from those

Tikely to know— can point to any facts
indubitably indicating that bharm has
£ollowed this transfer. Part of the notion

that there must be harm appears to be

founded on the idea that the money-

lending sinss, a8 the name Marwari im-
ports, is entirely foreign and persistent-

iy carries its gains oub of the country.

Of these two sumptions the first 13 1n-
correct and the second is doubtful, for
the lending class is certainly largely

composed of kunbis tkemselves, the 1n-

digenous cultivating class grown to af-

fluence, while there is nothing to show
tLat those of the money-lenders, who
are foreigners from Rajputana chietly,

1emove,§etceptmsmu1n antly, their ca-
pital from Berar,

When we took over Berar a large

portion of the land was wholly uncultl-
vated. In those smaller porticns on
which man had settled, cultivated land

as such had no marketable value what-
ever, and the actual cultivating class

had to be iuduced end kept in by all
rotected

could afford themselves no ornaments
and no luxuries, and were oiten indeed

s0 poor that they could not afford them
selves even earthenware vessels to eat

off, but used the leaves of trees as plates
for their food. I was myself a witness
to this state of things in the early days
of our administration. How entirely

different at all olnts can the pl:tﬂl‘ﬁ
now be pmnted. And if this is so, I for

one think that the more reasonable de
duction to be drawn is that, whatever

evils advancing comfort and so-called
civilization is bringing in its train un

known to days of old—and every
change of condition usunally brings:some

evils of its own— it cannot as yet ab

least be truthfully asserted thaé our g Hﬂ‘l‘ﬁﬁ( fq[ﬁ:q[ mma |9a$ at.

agricultural class as a class has deteri

orated and i1s 1n worse case than it was,
The very fact that over and above

those calls of Government in the shape

submit, our people can aftord to and do
litigate, almost joyously and often
recklessly, bespeaks money, and money
means well-being.

To the allegation that usury is rampant
and crushiog, I would answer that inter-

est is high partly because the great mass |
of the people hoard or tie up in jewelry |

their wealth instead of putting it into cir-
culation, partly because the security ten-
derd for loans is practically bad. And
from the knowledge that has come to me
in cases that I have tried, I suspect that,
if we could but impound every money-

lender’s books azd have a reliable exami- | qmm WI*IH GI[::IIIH CEERGRCELUIE

nation of the made, we ghould discover
that the real iuterest enjoyed by them on
their money put out is much lower than
18 popularly and generally believed.
L'here 1s auother fact of importance
often I think lost sight of, namely, that
those descendants of our tenantry who
still hold land acquiced 1n Moglar times
hoid a thing that was gifted to their an-
cesters when 1t was of little or no value
and has sinze enormously appreciated 1n
value. Now, when by stress of circum-
stances, for wumh they may or they may
not individually deserve sympathy, thouuh
reckless 1mprovidence is often at the bot-

tom of their griefs, any of these people
have to part with their land, the land, to
its naw holder, be it the Marwari or the
cultivator to whom he re-sells it, has to
provide as a first charge the interest of the

debt to clear which its sale was necessl
tated plus the Governmert assessment

before it can be said tiuly to pay. It fol
lows that in those cases in which the ori
ginal holders are not actually div rorced

from their boldings, but only have their
status changed, and from being so called
proprietors subside, as they often do, into
being the money lender’'s tenants or even,
if they go elsewhere and lease land s1ml
larly burdened, they actually and at once
foel the difference in the returning value,
so to speak, of their holdings. The feel

ings engendered by this 1mpov rerishment
go a lﬂnr way to supply something to the

bitterness by which the money lender as
o class is often so unreasoningly condemn

od. But the result is inevitable if there 1s
to be a money lending class at all entitled
to change and take lnterest, however'little-

In iine I conclude that we do not know
enough yet to decide if any of the interfer

ence suggested is desirable or, 1f desirable
whether we have the prospect of making

it efficiently. What has resulted in the

Deccan through legislative interierence 18
not, I think, encouraging.

( To be continued )
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The Lecar Samuchae

MONDAY, SEPIEMBER
28, 1891

 We have quoted in our last number
the views of Colonel Mackenzie with
respect to the condition of the peasantry
in Berar. The agriculturist 1s better
now than be has ever been before. This
is the view of the learned judgs and he
paturally dissipates the idea about the
necessity ef any legislative interferenece
in regard to the well-being of the land-
owners in the province. We can ouly

afford to state in general way the facts
we have tc face In our every day life.
We experience a sort of deteriorating
influence chat threatens to assame the
manifest aspects of poverty in no dis-
tant future, Berar 1s purely agricultu-
ral and we therefore live simply by the
chances of the land produce. There is
a significant minority of those who
have the pleasure of ornaments and lu-
xuries while the overwhelming majority
of the people live froma hand to mouth.
Though the wants of an agriculturist
ere few and far between he is hardly 1o
a position to satisfy all of them. We say
a calling good acd remunerative if it
secures a competence of comfort with
a2 minimum of savings sufficient for our
old age. But tbe business of an agri-
culturist i1s not of such a promising na-
ture. His family is increasing waile the

means of maintenanoce are becoming

less and less adeqguate. The influx of

people from other provinces have ag-
oravated these miseries, A quarter of a
century before there was ample land
with a limited number of cultivators.
Progress of rapid aund new cultivation
of waste lands and that of the Forest-
system Of Government have strained
the circumstances toa great extreme.
These causes first strengtheuved the pri
ces in the market of the iand produce.
Men became rich for a short time. Buc

the prices still rule high and laboar bas
been dear and costly. The purchasing
power of a silver coin is greatly ham-

pered and it is just the same if one 1s
four times as rich as he was before. The

days of plenty are no more. The pea-
santry have hardly the store of good
grains sufficient to hold them against
one bad season. They are lucky enough
that they bave no famines. One failure
of crops is quite enough to bring them
to the brink of starvation. Besides agri-

culfure 1n Bera.r bas adtanoe’ stage
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when e‘very ive dose of Gﬂplﬁﬁl“‘.isgﬁ f..r X |
and labour, l.pp o land yields a less ",-_i_?f_f |
and less retarn. Wa beg to bring this '*
fact to the notice of Colonel Mackenzie e, -
because we are afraid of a new survey | _'-'E,._{-:-* .
and assessment according to the cone RS 5
ference held in Jannary of 1890 under 2RI
the presidency of Sir Edward Buck. R
We shall bave to call upon as him ag
the direct head of the province— we
hope shortly to see him elevated to that
rank— to protest against any new
changes that will aftect the interests of
the sinking ryots under the growing
demands of Government in the shape
of taxation. With respest to the posi-
tion of an agriculturist as well as an
artizan we shall refer Colonel Mackenzie
to the able papers read by Mr Beau-
clerk and Rao Bahadur Ranade at the
last Industrial Conferenee of Poona.
When population increases a very heal.
thy check lies in raising the standard
of comfort. To effect this in Berar the

educationel agency is eripple and ineffi-
cient.

The agriculturist is then in a fix. He
has to work hard-at a streteh of long
hours from day to day. He can Imrdly
lend bimself to appreciate the refine-
ments of modern times. The stress of
difficulties 1isoften too much for his
poor nerves. He has to borrow money.
The Marwari or the Indian jew lends
him as much as he wants at a very high
rate of interest. He has no risk of ca-
pital since he secures it on the stability

of the landed property of his debtor.
Though there are bad debts in their

books the money-lenders as a class have
never failed in their enterprise of erush-
ing usury.. There has been generally
transfers of lands. A glance at the es- 3
tates of these hated bankers of the so-
ciety will apprise us of the nature and
extent of such transfers. Goverument
ought certainly to interfere. Their mea
sure should not be like that of the agri
culture Reltef Act. It was of no avail

without the institution of an agricultu- | ‘.
ral bank, | ot 4

JA minor proposal of vital importance
ould be to abolish the Sutta trade in
the province. The trade, if so it be call-
ed, 1s gambling indeed. It has defrand-
ed many a peasant of the rich crops in
his fields to be sold away at very low
rates compared with the market prices.
A liberal policy sheuld be adopted in
regard to Luccavi loans 85 that the peo-
may have the advantages of a Govern-
ment agricultural bauk at a minimum
rate of interest.

\tDebta are genereally created, when
the agriculturist 1s hard of money to
supply his family with the necessary
ex) ses or to litigate in courts. When
his PR £rty whi.ch 18 as dear to him as

his Jife ;attwcku}_mm{’ %

to gfunbl" lll/_ﬂaf Court. We called i6 \
gambling|Tf:ause be is ignorant of the
laws of p: perty and the requirements
of evidenc t}ud tries the chance of his
luck. \WWheTproperty is set at an enors-
mous Valu .t is but natural that there
should spri” ;up hostile interests to
induce the pi%sible claimants to & pro-
perty to get the most of law. The Ju-
dicial Commissioner’s remark about the

condition of the vatandars states how
the matter stands but suggests no re-

medies to remove the grievances of
them. He is closely watching their in

terest and lﬂnl:‘J,el" to give a listening

ear to che d? - of the Vatandar Sa-
bha. 4 | |
(t2b" continued ) JR b
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*,3 ‘Whatever that paper published was

~ honestly meant but tended to produce
dnaﬁeoﬁnnmg the subjects of Her

Majesty. The case was first framed in

order to find out whether Sec. 124 A of

 the Indian Penal Codeis a workable law.
It is mainfestly so now aud even in the

last sessions of the High Court 7 were in
favour of this view against 2 in the jury.

~ In appreving of the Lieutenant Governol's

proposal of forgiveness the Viceroy has

“attempted to justify the liberties of the

Prese which is the right-hand organ of
the Government in all matters of public
concern buthas cantiously worded his as-
sent to-set that freedom within due bounds
of legal -and constitutional ways. This
glad news comes to us as a matter of per-
sonal satisfaction and we are obliged to
the Government that it was not vindictive
@n the trial of the Bangbasi, We hope to

.gee our Babu gentlemen prosper in their
ways of public utility with the new lights

.cf loyalty dearly bought.

—
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No one liked the unmerited anpexa
dion of the Manipur State but the na
dive rule as it will be allowed to exist,
is nothing short of annexation. The
‘Sapad published below will enlighten
.our countrymen on the new state of
Mapipur.

Sanad (Manipur)

The Govermnor-General has
mleased to select you, Chura Chand,
son of Chowbi Yaima, to be Chief of
¢the Manipur State; and you are hereby
pranted the title of Raja of Manipur,
and a salute of eleven guns.

‘The Chiefship of the Manipur State
-aud the title and salute will be here.
ditary in your family; and will descend
inthe direct line by primogeniture,

provided that in each case the succes- |
sion 18 approved by the Government of

JIndia.
An annual ftribute,
swhich will be 1iectermined hereafter,

will be paid by you and your successors |

10 the British Government.

Further you are informel that the
permanence of the graunt conveved by
this Sanad will depend upon the ready

been

the amount of
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fulfilment by you and your successors I

of all orders given by the British Gov-
ernment with regard to the adminis-
tration ol your territories, the control
of the bLill tribes dependent upon Mani-
pur, the composition of the armed
forces of the State, and any other mat-
ters in which the British Government
may be pleased to intervene. De as-
sured that so long as your house is loyal
40 the Crown and faithful to the condi-
gions of this Sanad you and your suc-
cessors Will enjoy the favour and pro
¢ection of the British Government.

el e e———

PLEADER'S EXAMINATION
FOR 1891.
Hindu and Muhammadan Law

I Givece a very brief outline of Mayne's
opening chupt-er ‘““on the nature and origin
af H.md\ ~aw’ and detail the practical
results ot the discussion set out by him in
the concluding paragreph.

II What was the question of adoption
dP ided in the Ramnaad case (collector of

&dm& versus Mootoo Ramalinga)? How
FH.B it decided and on what grounds?

III1 What was decided in Madan
Thakur versus Kantoo Lal and how 1Is
this decision reconeiled with the decision
in Deendayal vs Jugdeep Narein.

IV What three eanclusions does Mayne
arrive at after discuss. §the question of
the devesting of estates v. doption by &
widow.

V What does Mayne say in regard to
the maintenance of a wife by her husband.

VI An A Mahammadan dies leaving two

(W Y

wives B. and C. B. has one daughter. C. EULE! 93,

has two daughters. A during his life time

!
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money and jewels to B. in lnm oE I'.ha
dower stipulated for her at her nuptials.

B. and C. after A's death enter into a dis-
pate relative to the suecession to its pro-
perty.

Cuder these circumstances is the gift

valid or in what proportion should the
estate be divided.

VII What differences are there in dif-
ferent schools of Hindu Law in regard to
the order of succession of daughters when

there is more than one daughter and in

regard to their right3 as against each other
after succession.

VIII What is the nature of the estate

taken by a daughter a.ccorflmg to the dif-

ferent schools of law? How is the differ-
ence arrived at?

X What are the richts of women in
respect to and at the time of partition in

differeut parts of India.

X How does an adoption in the Kritima
form differ frown an ordinary adeption, in

the circumstances necessary to its legality

| aud wn 1ts results.
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