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Shri P. D. BARUA, Secretary, As,am Legi1htivc A~~illy!>!'_..;.<Now, 
I requc:at the officer~ to introduct· themselves to the ~10065 of the 
Committee. 

( Shri P. N. Rao, I. A. S., Commissioner for HiU Areas and 
Shri K. S. Rao, I. A. S., Secretary, T. A. D., introduced themselves to 
the members of the Committee. 

Then- tha Members of the Committee introduced them~elves}. 
Shri P. D. BARUA S<crctary; Assam LegislativeAssembly-Hon'ble 

Sp1·akt·r,Hon'ble Deputy Speaker, Chairman, Members of the Committee 
on the We !fare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and officers 
present. 

I rise to give a brief report about the activities of the Committee 
on Welfare of Scheduled Ca1te1 and Scheduled Tribes since its incep<ion. 
The Constitution has provided several safeguards for the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes and there is also provision in the Constitution 
for appointment of an officer de-~ignatc d a!l Commisioner of Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes to wat:ch the implementation of the aafe ... 
guards provided in the Constitution. Accordingly the Pruidcnt of 
India nppointrd the Commisioner of Scheduled Castes and Schedul<d 
Tribes in the year 1950. The CommiSJioner has been submitting reports 
to the Presidenl. These reports arc placed before the Parliament and 
these repotts are also discussed. Since ttte Parliament hu little time to 
scrutini1o in details the repon of rhe- Commissioner, it wac felt by 
the Parliamont that there should be a standing Com!nittec of the Hou•e 
to scrutinise in details the points raised in thc:se reports and other 
allied matten. This standing Committee of the Parliament is known 
ao the Committee on Welfare of Scheduled CastCJ and Scheduled Tribes 
which was constituted on a motion adopted by the Lok Sabha on August 
30, 1968 and the m>tion was concurred in by Rajya Sabha on Nov
ember 25, 1968. Finally rules for constitution of this committee were 

. incorporat< d in the Rules of Procedure of Lok Sabha. 
In As•am this Committee was con!lituted on the 12th April, 1976, 

under the Chaim1anship of Shri Mal Chandra Pegu. The first Commi
noe held office for the duration of the fifth Assembly. The function 
of the Committee is to consider reports submitted by the Commiasioner 
of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes as they relate to the State 
of Assam and to· rcpo;·t to the Housc- as to the measures that should 
be taken by the State Government and to examine tb.c measures taken 
by· the State Govem.ment to secure due representation of the Scheduled 
Castes and Soheduled Tribes in services and post under the control 
of the State Gove>nment including the appointmentS made in the Public 

. Sector Undertaking-., atatutory or semi Government Bodies having regard 
to the provhions of Article 335 of the Constitution of India. This 
Committc:c is abo required to report to tho Howe on the working 
of the Welfare programmes for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes in the State. So the ultimate aim of co111tituting this Commi
ttee is to keep a close watch on the implementation of the various 
Welfare aehemes taken up or proposed to be taken up by the Govern
ment for Scheduled Caates and Scheduled Tribes of the State. This 
Committee has submitted tw•> reports during ita tenu~. One of the 
important rc:commc:ndations of the Committee waa that the Repon of 
the Commissioner of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes should be 
placed before the As<embly also ao that the members may know the 
actual position with regard to the implementation of the varioua Sche
mes undertaken by Inc Govcrnmcnl for the Welfare of tbe Scheduled 
Caates and Scheduled Tribca. Another Important recommendation of the 
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Committee was nbout reorJZ:anisation of the administrative set up of the 
Depn.rtmc:nt in-charp;r: of \Vclfare of the '-'chcdulcd Castes and Scht'duled 
Trllw~. The Committre rrcomml"nd,·d for setting up an indcpetJdent 
!>I rectorate for r'Xt:cutinn of the variou'l developm('ntal scht"mc:s undertaken 
for the \Velfnr,· of the Sclv·duled C<'&lc:l and Schedukd Tribes. Out 
of 14 recommendation-; contained in the first report of the Committee 
Gov~r um,·nt hal fully impkmc-ntf'CI fi\'e rrcommcmdation• and two re
commendation" have hl"cn Jl;'\rfiAlly impleml"'nted, ScYen recommendations 
are under consid("r .. tion of GovC"rnment. Thf' Committt:e made twenty 
n::commr·nd:uiona in their Second R<'port. The rrcommenda•ions have 
not Y''' be,·n commm~kated to the Gov,•rnmr-nt as the report i! under 
print. 

\Vith thc•e wonb T conclude my brief report about the activitiel 
of the Committee. 

Shri JOOENORA NATII HAZARIK·\, Spc•ker:-Hon'ble Deputy 
Speakt·r, Ch:drmnn. Cnmmitt,·<· on Welfare of Scheduled Castt'B and 
S..:hnlulrd Tribes, ~·l~·mbcr-. of the Committee. Olliceu pre•cnt. 

I con-.ilkr it a great privikge to in~•ugurate the first meeting of 
the C0mrnitt~"e on •\\'dfare of Sl:heduicd Castes and Scheduled Tribe• 
of the Sixth L•·gi,Jativc A·1embly of As5am. 

!-.1ost of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes who c1mprise 
more than one fifth of India's population live below the poverty 
line. In A~sam, the to1nl population of Sche-duled Castro" is 9,12,557 
and Scheduled Tribe~ is 16,tl6,ti48 and the percentage is 6.24 and 10.99 
rc-.prctivcly as per 1 ~171 c•·n·us. Age old social and cultural handicaps 
coupieJ with environm,·mal factors have to a significant extent, 
contribu1ed tow;~rcl~ thdr low levels of living. \Vith a view to 
affording c'lual opportunitie' for these co111.munitk~ and in order to 
bring lhem uptn a common level, the makers of the Indian Con~ti
tution deemed it necessary to make adequate provisions for the 
protection and upliftment of the Scheduled Ca~tes and Scheduled 
Tribes. Article' 15r ·I·, 16• 4), 17,46,3~!0,3311,332.~3~,338,339,340 and 
341 of the CHn,titudnn of India are specifically provided to se-cure 
f, r the Sch('duled Cl,tl's and Scheduled Tribes, SocJal, Economic aud 
'duc.Himml dv;mccmcnt aucl fair re~rcscnta• i"n iu ~ervices and pO!ot:.. 
The ~afel.!uat\.s have ttpparenrly been provided to facilitate the 
implellH"ntation of the Directive l'rinciplcs contained in .-\rtic~e 46 of 
the Cou:.litlllion, which envisa~es that the Srate shall promot~ with 
special c.1ro the cdnc.ltional and ~conomic inlet~t of the Y.eakor 
section~ of the people, and, in palticular, of the Scheduled C.lates 
and the Scheduled Trih{'s, an , shall protect th~'m from social injustice 
nnd nil forms of e:-:plonation Frt·cdom and indepcndt·nce transformt"d 
lndia into B wdfarc StAte. Concept of wdfare State, directly 
itwolvc" the Go\'ernment to look after tht· wdl bd.1g of its people, 
with the result th~ l io\'t·rnmem: will play a vital role in formulating 
and impkmcnting tltc wcllarc prog1ammcs for its p('ople, specially 
the \veakcr sc·cti(\n~ of the society. I am glad that our State 
Government ha\'c assu,·d a number of circulars to all Dl"partments 
f0r pnlviding various fucBiti('s to thes" weaker sections of the State 
Th~o.· pr!:"Viou., Committee hos compitt:d these circulars in printed 
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booklet entitled "Hand Book of Government circulars relating to the 
grant of preferential treatment and appointment etc. of persons belon
aing to Scheduled Castes and Scheduld Tribes" and circulated to all 
the administrative Heads and heads of Departments of the Government 
of Asoam so that they may not lose sight of the guidelines provided 
in those circular&. It is therefore, necessary that the Committee should 
keep a watch a1 to. whether the directions contained in these circulars 
arc properly carried out. 

As you all know, this Committee, like other Assembly Lommittees, 
has all the powers to call for the detailed information from the 
Departments of the Government, Public Sector Undertakings, statutory 
and semi Government bodies in respect of subjects taken up by the 
Committee for examination and to examine official and non-official 
witnes1es. The Commiuee inter alia are to consider 1he recommen
dationa contained in the reports presented by the Commissioner for 
Scheduled Cas teo and Scheduled 1 ribes to the President under Article 
338(2} of the Constitution of India in so far a< they relate to the 
State and to report to the House as to measures that ahould be 
tat.. n by the State Government in respect of matters within the 
purview of the State GoYernment. 

So far as the procedure of work of the Committee is concerned, 
it selects such subjects pt·rtaining to the welfare o( Scheduled Castes 
and Schecluled Tribes as may seem fit to the Committee. The Com
mittee may also examine the matters of 1pecial interest of the wel
fare of Scheduld Castes and Scheduled Tribes which may arise or 
come to light in the course of its · working Qr which may be speci
fically referred to it by the House or by the Speaker. 

In the conclusion, I hope that this Committee will make the 
leeway of the past years and set before the State a model of devotion 
to public duty and will keep a watch on the execution of various 
weU'are programmes relating to Schedukd Castes and Scheduled Trib•·• 
in the best poasible manner. I have no doubt that this C~tmmittee 
which comiata of true repreae.utativr& of our Assembly shall discharge 
the heavy reoponsibility bestowed on it, with the good will and co· 
operation of all concerned. With the~e few w.>rda I inaugurate the 
C9mmittee ancl wish the Committee a God speed. 

Shri RABINDRA NATH CHOUDHURY, Ch•irman:- Hon'ble 
Speaker, Hon'ble Deputy Speaker, Members of tbe Committee and 
Officers present.' At the very outset, I, on behalf of the Members of 
the Commattee on Welfare of Scheduled CaStes and Scheduled Tribes 
and on my own behalf express my heartfelt thanks to the Hon'ble 
Speaker for· kindly inaugurating the first meeting of th~ ~mm1ttec 
and I am also grateful to the Hon'ble Speaker for appmnt1og me as 
the Chairman of this august Committee. 

To-day, I have the proud privilege to say that this august Com· 
mittc.c of Legislature whose main function is to look afler the welfare 
•f these backward C.>mmunitirs will be guided 'by the Hon'ble Speaker 
who , from his school life, fought ceaselessly in various capaciti~ to 
safeguard the interests of tribals and other backward Commuruuea. 
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I am therefore conOdont tha< we shall be ablo to make much proaress 
under your able guidance and wise counsel al<houzh the work entrusted 
to the Committee it stupendous one. 

The fact that during the last 28 y<ars since we gave to ourselves 
a Constitution professing to secure, to all sections of the proplc, social, 
educational and economical justice not much headway has been made 
in the field of economic upliftment of the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes people of this S<ate, makes ua painfully conscious 
of the snago in planning gnd executing sehemea for the welfare of 
of these communilies. To-day at the end of of the Fifth Five Year 
Plan, the gap in the general economic standard between the Scheduled 
Ca•tes, Scheduled Tribes people and other communities is still formidable. 
In order to bring about an ovt>rall drastic change in the econcmic 
atandard of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes people and 10 
bridge the gap between them and the rest of the population the 
Government of Assam set up various Corp >ration and also established 
a Directorate to look after the execution of the various walferc schcmeJ 
in the field. But the de>ided goal is yet to be achieved, However we 
arc still hopeful about the good results of these organisations and 
e<tablishment, A variety of programmes have been drawn up by these 
C'lrporations for the mcio-economic Development of these communities, 
such ns industrial, commercial and other self-employment opportunities 
and entrepreneurship amongst the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
by oecuring inatituhonal finance with seed money from the Corpor~tions. 

The variouo benefits so far granted by the State Goverment and 
the Corporations to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes communitie• 
have largely been uaurred by the vocal and economically more privi
leged sections and the oilent majority of people of time communities 
have. as a reoult, been forced to live in abyamal poverty. These 
weaker :;ection of the community is unable to furnish necessary securi
ties for getting loans from nationalised Banks or other financial insti
tutions. Even If they manage to get loan from any quarters, they 
arc unable to utili>e the money for want of technical know-how and 
guidance in tlte field of business or commercial activities. The Corporation 
should therefore be constantly on the vigil 10 that its benefits are 
ploughed bnck over nnd over again so as to form a pcrennie1 source 
of suJtenHnce to those who for the time being constitute the weaker 
sections. To achieve such an end it would be nrcessary to see that 
the benefits do not perpetuate amongot any aroup of individuals or 
class. In my opinion, the benefits must not be allowed to stagnate in 
any particular social stratum but should percolate down to touah the 
leweot social stratum of theoe communitieo. The task of the Corpora
tion, as I understand, now is confined to megrely granting . loans to 
tho entrepreneurs of the Scheduled Castes and Schedultd Tribes commu
aitiro, but it should .•lao. a~rve develo_pmental and promotional pur
~osea. The. Corporat!on! 1t. ".hoped, Will be a harbinger of modernisa
non of soCJo-economtc m•t•tunons among the under-privileced Scheduled 
Castel and Scheduled Tribes people of tho State and will come forward 
to provide them with the neccasary meant of attainments of their 
cherished wishes and aspirations. 
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Mr. Spcak<r. Sir, you have been kind to inrllcate the functioJU 
and scope of this Committee in your illumanotiog inaugural speech. 
It wiU, thereforr, be our endeavour to fulfil )our pious desire in 
discharging the dutic! to redtt>!\1 the grievances of the people belong
ing to Schedukd C:tstes and Scheduled Tribes. I am, therefore, con· 
fident that with the co-operation of my colleagues and with your kind 
guidance, we shci.U be in a position to achie\"c tbe desired goa). 

With these few words, I offer my thanks again to you all. 

Shri BINOY KUMAR BASUMATARI:-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Dy. Spea
ker, Mr. Chairman, Hon'ble Mc:mbers, friends and officers. As yon know 
this is our first sitting for this 6th Assembly and we are happy to 
have . received some indication as to how we will function in this 
Committee during the tenure of the 6th Assembly. Sir, we have beeo 
hearing a lot about this Committee and also we have been hearing' 
about the constitutional 'provision that ia laid down in the Conatitution 
for us. But, Sir, these provisions are not effectively put into practice, 
For instance, when this capital wa.- cstablhhcd here in thit place 
the then Government took the land from the tribal people who were 
living here. But they have not yet been given the compensation of 
their lands. Even their rehabilitation process has not yet been otarted. 
Sir, they were all tribal people and they were forced to vacate lheir 
lands. I would like to bring it to the notice of the Committee and 
through this Committee we would like to take it up on the floor of 
the House. As you know, Sir, ludt are their vital concern because 
they are born cultivators and modern amenities for education and other 
facilitic5 are beyond their imagination. I am raising this itsue before 
tho inaugural meetina just to apprise our membcn of the Committee 
as to how we can solve this problem. We shall have to make a 
concrete proposal for their rehabilitation. 

Now, I would like to mention some important point' of Land 
Revenue Manual. According to the Land Revenue Manual (Chapter-10) 
tribal lands cannot be trantferred to any non-tribal, But this iJ not 
strictly followed. Lands are being transferred to non-tribals. I hope that 
this Committee will come forward with concrete proposals as to how 
we can adhere to the strict provision of the Land Revenue Manual 

Then, Sir, there is another provision in the Land Revenue Manual 
relating t~ the matter of Land dispute between tribal and non-tribal people, 
According to that provision land dispute and cases regarding the lands cannot 
be entertained by the civil court. But, sir, if anybody goes and 
visits our Subdivisional Headquaters, then they will find that there 
are innumerable cases in the civil courts regarding the proprietorship 
of the tribal lands. So, sir, we shall have to make a clear cut decision 
on this point also. As per law, the court cannot eDtertain any auch 
case. But in practice this io not followed. In this way om: tribal 
people are exploited in many spheres. In the field of EducatiOn and 
other benefits, our boys are deprived of their legitimate shares. ~ur 

· tribal students do not receive their scholarships in time. Somellmes 
their scholarships are rejected for not sending the application forms in 
time which Is the respo11sibility ~r the Institutions. Th~ Scho'!l ":"d 
College authorities do not take Interest. for filling up the~ apphcauon 
fOrms in time. Theo, sir, we would bke to know certam Important 
things about the activities of this Committee and in course of our 
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deliberation!! J hppe. we will br able to know mo~t of the activities 
of thh Committee. Abmt the tnforcement .. ~ constitu1ional prov•Slon 
by the D. C. "' head of the Disttict, I wouid like to know their 
powcrM nnd jurisdiction al•o. I have had talk., with &orne of the D. C.s 
and they arc of opinion that they do not have much authority on it. 
I would alao like tn know all the'e in details. With the ... e word1, :,ir, 
I ooncludr my 'preeh. 

Shri RANENDRA NARAYAN DASUMATARI. Hon'ble Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. Dy. Speaker, Hon'ble Members, fli<nds and officers. It 
is indeed a great oppollunity for the member• of this Committee to 
exprr~:'l our view-pomto; about the down-troden people belonging to 
Scheduled ca,les and 'cheduled trlbea. Sir, for ameliorating the 
suffering' or the tribal people we have heard a lot of discussion in 
the· GoJvcrnmrnt a .. well as In the non-official circles. Sir, the previous 
committee of the Hou!'<c ha!>. also submitted its recommcndatioa. But 
how far their recommendations have been implemented is not known 
to us. Sir, every where we find tbat it is in our tongue that wr: 
have to dcvel~p this community of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes 
and they must be brought to the level of other communities. Sir, it 
is a very g JOd idea. But how this can be done ? It is not only tho 
duty or the Hon'bl<- Speaker and Hon'ble Members, but it il also the 
duty of the membrrs of e\'rry community and also the duty of the 
officials to extend their full support and cooperation for proper im
plementation of the recommendation of the committee. If thia is not 
done properly, it will be dillicult to bring these people to the level 
of other communiti("s, This point was also discussed on several 
occnsions in the meeting the Advisory Council. Therefore, our depa
rtmental officers and the Head lf Department• will have to St"e that 
tha recommendations of the Committee are properly implemented. 
Hon'ble Member Mr. Daaumatarl has already spoken about the diffi
culties that are now experiencing by our students in getting the 
acholarshipa in time. Scholarships should be distributed properly and 
in time. If the scholqr,hips are not dbtributed monthly, it will create 
lot of problems for the aludents. So, this points deaerves to bo taken 
up with the proper authority. 

Then, comes up the qms•ion of land problem. There baa been 
encroachment and when orders are issued for clearing up the encroa
chment, then tloe political presure begins to come from high levels. 
As a result of that the eviction ordrr had to be stayed and thla 
thing was aoing on from the regime of the previous Government. 
This. is a lao likely to continue during tbc tenure of the present govt. 
These are •ome of the Important points to be considered by this 
committrc for the welfare of the Scheduled Caates and Scheduled 
tribes.. Then. sir, we find somctimcl individual financial grants are 
provided. Dut thia is not the way to raise the standard of the peo
ple of this community. Grnnts and finanical assistance should be 
provided collectively for the betterment of the community in general. 
Financial help should be provided throuah tho Institutions in · different 
tracles. It is Rot possible to provide lands to all the la11dless people. 
Therefore, sir, they should be given help for the development of 
different trodcs. Then, sir, we shall have to find out how we Can 
give sugg.,.tions for the upliftment of •his scheduled caste and scheduled 
tribe& people. We sha 11 have to make · concrete suggestions in diffe-
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rrnt sphere.. Then, Sir, in order to ac~rst:hand knowledge 
about the activitie1 of such committees in ditTcrc.n States, our commi~ 
Uee is also to vbit certain States. If the Hon'bk Speaker jo; so p!ea
scd, then the Committee mav ah'o v1sit some St.ate• •nd acquire ~orne 
knowledge about the acti\'itie'i of such commit1ces. We are to afpeal 
to the people in general to change their cu1lool< ,,nd to be sympa
tht:tic toward• the tribal people for their beth:lment. Sir, the cootc
ra.tion from the people in general and the offki tis in particular will 
surely play an imponant role for the welfare rtf the Scheduled castes 
a"d Scheduled Tribes. Wilh these, words, I conclude my speech. 

~'Bl'r.! Ril :- 'liST~ ~. ~ ~"feW '1'"11~'1'1~ ~ 
1'<,Y'It-r "''''T ~G ~ ~ ~IWI"f~ Y>m"f<!T t>!r-i ~ 'R~'R '411'U, 
1-Jm, o'!'l'f~ ~ ~ \;qm o!it'I'T '~'\';' t'1m "'ITt I 'IR 1i<'l\3 "U'lft\0 mt· 
~ lli .. ~ .. Y\04 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ffi!i mR >mr 'liY<s 
'I'Ymi: I DI~WI~ lll-'1Y-.4CH! ~ (~ lliffi we'llr) ~ Y'lt-r <!R<R 
Ill'(' 1111~ om ~ ~ <101' ;rr ~ ~ ~ ~ t11:m "'ITt 1 '1'"1'
Wit'! ffi<t \il~ ~ Yurt"! ~ f;q:15'"'1 SJ'ISJJioiil, <5P';s ~ 
lliffi 1011" 'flll'll'R '4TC;" ~ <iT'll ~ lli!Ymi 1 m ~ ~ lliffi 
~ 'II<R ~lo'<!1-. cSJ~Wii114 ~ 'l'fll'r <R'I om ro11 "'ITt 1 • 

~ 'l'"f'mc;f ~ Til 'llfw wr ~ G~ 101'1' m 'im'l' ~ 
'1""1"'! '4C1 lliffi ~ lliffi l!i"f'l,iil'l!t ~ ~ ~ Q ~ 
'4'l"lf'IT 1iRm 1 lliT<R m "'"'''~.,.,~ "'11"'1\; l!iJU Ill'(' ~ m mrt m 
!!'If! ;mr ~ ~ '4TC;" to "'I'! ~ ~~ ~r 'l1'l'1'llr 'l'i'IJti'f ~ '~'\';' 
t1IA '1"4 iil"'lfl SJ I '1f.o C!if I 

!\'ir,jCo116'1 '4t11P :- 'l1'l'1'llr 'If~ \liffi \il'irlf!'ll' ~ lliffi "ii'rR 
lli'i,SJ,o'f\6 1lfiW lliffi t'5ll1'r 'Sf'i\ijJY-. 'fii1JT'R ~ '4P® C6111111JI'I ~ 
lliffi t1IA SJ'<¥11,- 'l1'l'1'llr 'f1f'IT "'~ SJ'I'"ii1' 1 ~ <ilft'liO ~ lli>i'R 'I'I'CE1"r 
C'lm\6 Y~~ "''''T lli'i,SJ,o,\6 ~ lliffi t'5ll1'r ,..,,.,y,. . 'fii1ll'R ~ 
~. 'f1f'IT ~ "'it ~ ~ ~ lliffi ~ tmf I "U''R 'l1'l'i'hr 
'f1f'ITT 'I'I'C<I 'i!lilC'! w <!It Y~om 'llffll5 ~ 'fii1l!'R '<C'I' tlllOI oo ~ 
"!1>1'1' em 'l'tt~ ., .. t..YI54 'l>c! "1!"1 ii1"1"'l m om-~. m t'r'IT t~. 
CI5G""c<ii<R iii'iYo411 'IT'I1f'l5 lliffi v-r..r 1f'!'ll'r ~ i{q" •nY"'Y!i<< 1'>1111.,.,,1 
"U~ "RT "'ITt I 'R1 ~ f1wi <!It ~ ~ IS!'IYil'l'l1 'IT'I1f'l5 '!If.: 
~ ~ ~ I ~ :mt'T <!It ~ ~ f'l' ffi'T- '4WU i'fC!! <!lit 
~ ~ ~ :!1~ 'llffll5 ~ 'IR'tl5 "U~ to! 'IR <nm 1011" 
W\5r <!It ~ 'li5't1 ~- 'lt'!if;!m- ~ --..Y\6 lliTO"'I''" ~ I 
~ '!.TTl! 'R~ ~ t"ff""T ~ t'f <!1<3~ ~'TT ~'R :mt'T 
'llfSJ1I ~ Til ~ ~ ~ lliR< J'l' ~ 'I'Ymi: ~ o!li'fmO 

'!.TTl! <if~ ':>o ~ <zmTll\6 ;rr1IT rm ~G ~"'" "'"'~'~'"iii ~ 
rom ~ ~ 'I'RN, 1011" 'I'Rt'l mrr.rhr ~"f'JFt t'Jit'IT '4I1'U 
Cii1"m C'ro ommr 1 m ~ ~ t'5ll1'r '""d"' """"' ;rr111 ~ 'f.'O l!iC\6 
'4'11'11E1"'5 ~ ~ om C'ro t~ 1 lliffi tSJ~"'"''I mrr.rhr - ~"f''R 
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Shri PRASAD CHANDRA DALOI :-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Dy. Speaker, 
·Hon'ble Members, Freinds and Officials. Hon'ble Speaker has bct·n kinol 
enough to indicate thC: functions and scope of the Committee in his 
ipecch. It will. therefore, be our endravour to fulfil your desire in 
discharging the duties to redress tbe grievances or the people be
longing to Scheduled castes and Scheduled Tribes. Sir, as you are 
aware, the Basumatari Commiasion 9 Kaka.Kalalkar Commission and 
I'll ihar Ranjan Laskar Commission have submitted several recommenda .. 
tions for the welfare of the Schtduled Castes and Scheduled-tribes. 
But, sjr, we understand that about 4% of their recommendations arc 
implemented .. They have made several suggestions fur the we~farc of 
this community in the field of educa1ions, employment and to provide 
othrr facili1ies in certain oth("r field. But most of their recommenda
tions are not yet impltmer•tf'd. Then, sir. there is another important 
point which I would like to mention here. The report of the 
Commissioner for Schrduled Castes and Scheduled Trib'S is not y•·t 
placed before the Legislature. Unless the report of the Commis~ioner 
is placed b~fore the Legislaturr, it cannot be dlscm~ed thoroughly 

· by the Hon'ble Members. Therefore, Sir~ my su~gc-stion is that thr 
Rep01t of the Commissior.er must be placed before the House. 

I would like to make anothrr suggestion for raising the rates of scbolar
ohips. Scholarships >hould be eahanced so that it should meet the 
entire rxpenditure of the students who will reside in the Hostels and 
neighbouring ar<u. 

Then the schemes for bank loans should be chalked up in such a 
way that our prople can get bank-loans without any difficulty. There 
an· innumerable cases in Marigaon areas where schemes have been drawn 
up and when the people go to the bank th<n they are informed that for this 
sort of scheme funds cau not be rrovided as the necc-s!-.ary field assis
tants and staffs are not avail~ ble. In this ·way so many problems 
come up in different chann.el!l. The schemes for unemployed youth ~hould 
be drawn up witb propc-r proces~ and scrutiny. : In this connection 
I wou!d also like to reft'er ce tain other matters relating to landlesa 
people. Sir, tbe Government h?d declared during the last Gandh! Cen
tennary time that about 300 landleS> scheduled castes people wJII be 
provided lands. But till now not a smgle person i1 alloted. any plot 
of land. In Morigaln it was declared that 84 persons ofthJS .commu
nity will be given the land but not a slng1e p~rSon bas recet.ved any 
land as yet~ This is the rate. of our people. Str, I ~m sure w~t~ your 
~ ble guidance and cooperation of all, we shaH be tn a pontton to 
ttchieve the desired goal- With .these words. Sir, I conlude my spt"ech. 
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ilfw;._-:l<:t,.,Y R...,O, Se~retary .. T. A. ~.-S.ir, to-day. we have come 
to the mecung With the 1mpresswn that 1t will be an 1nau~ral mret ... 
ing ar d there will be no detailed discussion on different pomts. But 
st:vcral important roints have been raised. As I have no~ come prcp_ared 
1 am sorry I wil n>t be able to discuss all these p~mts. But, SIT, I 
would like to assure you that we wtll try our utmost to co-oper•te and 
r.xtend our assistance whenever the Committee will call us. Sir as re
gards the functioning of the Corporation, we are very much dislurbed 
for its work at present, As you know, Sir, the Corporation has been 
aiven so much money and the money i• not a problem. The real 
problem is that we must have a certain administrative machinery for 
implementing its pr>gramme for the benefits of the people for whom 
this Corporation is set up. This matter is receiving our attenthn. Other 
points which ha~e been mentioned relating to the grants .and distri~u
tion of scholnrslups etc , arc also noted down and we will take actton 
accordingly. At pres<nt we are trying to strtngthen the administrative 
machinery of the Corporation. As regards the report of the Commission, 
we have not yet received the second report of the Commiuion. A~ 
soon as this is received. we shall take ~tep to place the same before 
the Legislature. We have also requested to provide m•>re copies. Once 
again I a~sure, you sir, we shall try our utmo~t to assist in the 
deliberation of the Committee. 

'l'hank you, very much, sir. 
Shti P, N. RAO (Commissioner)-Sir, my jurisdiction is limited 

to the Hill areas only. I am, therefore, concerned mainly with the 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes people of the Hill areas. So 
far as the Scheduled Tribes arc concerned, Hon'ble Members must be 
aware that we have a separate hill p'ans. The Committee will be 
glad to hear that os against tbe last year, this year we have a bigger 
allocation in our plan-budget. This y<'ar's grant bas incrca1ed to a 
great extent compared to the entire State's plans. Then, Sir, you will 
be glad te know that per capita plan budget of the hills areas is more than 
the per capita budget of other neighbouring States. For instance, with a 
population of 10 lakhs in Meghalaya, their plan-budget is about 26 cro
res or so. Whereas with the p>pulation of about H lalchs in our State 
our plan-budget is about 19 crorts. Our P. W.D. "budget has also in
creased to a great extent. So, sir, this time we will be able to spend 
more money for the development of these hill areas. We arc now trying 
to sre that the schemes are implemented properly. We shall also make 
an endcvour that our schemes are executed properly and successfully. 
As my col.leagu~ has sta!ed, ,I will also as.ure that whenever any 
problem wdl ariSe we wtll gave our best service to the Committee. 
We shall also try our utmost to implement the recommendations of 
the Committee. With these words, air, .I conclude. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Speakor:-Now, the meetinl i• over. I 1h1nk you all once 
again. ~ '~ 

(The meeting hrmit:l rue at 1 p. m.) 
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AGP. (L.A.) 7121711-S00-5.7-78. 

R. N. CHOUDHURY 
Chairman, ' 

Committee on the We:farc of the 
Scheduled Castes & Schoduled Trib<·s 
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