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Dear Gentleman,

Poona, June 25

o I have read in your recent issue of ‘ Manus 'a
report of an interview with one Mr. Steven Kelman, a
so-called * American student leader. ’ I am not a person
to use the word * CIA agent * lightly, But I feel that
there are some serious questions that should be asked
of Mr. Kelman. .
1. Tn just what way did he take part in the student
movement ? The information given in the article was so
incorrect that T would like to know what was his basis
of experience. . o

2. Exactly what type of grant does he have from

Harvard University ? I do not know of any legitimate

rescarch grant that allows a « Tour of Asia™ with

continual speeches given under ‘the sponsorship of
USIS and such agencies. Is he on a study tour and if
so what is he studying ? “The manipulation of public

opinion ? Under such conditions an Indian audience

has every right to ask where & person is getting his-
money from.
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Regarding the factual inaccuracies in the article, I will give one
illustration. SDS ( Students for a Democratic Society ) did not
split up into two factions but into three and it makes no sense to
describe them us ¢ moderate ' and ¢ extremist. ” The first break-
away group, PL ( Progressive Labour ) took a very purist class
line, saying that only the working class could lead a revolution
_..the lack of sympathy with the black movement and similar move-
ments has left them relatively isolated. _Then the Revolutionary
Youth Movément ¢ which’ came to be called © Weatherman ')
took the contrary position that the “ American working class was
so corrupted by the spoils of imperialism-and what we call
¢ white skin privilages " that it was hopeless, that only colonized
and ‘ third world ’ peoples could lead a revolution and that the
only role for white radicals was to attempt, courageous acts of
terrorism to spark a _strongér movement. Their going underground
in other words, was related to a despair about mass organization.
But is it not a terrible indictmnet of American society that thou-
sands of its finest youth should be driven to take this step ? -The
war in Vietnam has haunted us all, and while the other radical
organizations were bringing lakhs people (almost one million). to
Washington “with the slogan. ¢ Bring the troops home now’, the
Whaterman were taking the slogan “ Bring the War hom now.”
Finally, this left the third faction in SDS, the Revolutionary
Youth Movement II, attempting confused forms of organization
of college and working class youth., SDS has indeed split up,
but it does not matter. We are building new organizations, and
every time someone says ¢ The studént move ment is dead’ it
springs up again-as it did in the demnostrations in Washington
last May. ‘
But it is not worth while discussing this with Mr. Kelman since I
1 think he does not care. He argues that the majority of American
public opinion is against the student movement, especially its

¢ yiolent ? aspects. This is true. It is also true, (read recent Time
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‘ Now‘that the great buildings
‘have collapsed, it is easier to =
no’ace the ﬂowers among the
rums. <
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and Newsweek ). the majority of Americans define burning a draft
card as ¢ violence * but they do not define it as violent when a ‘cop
clubs a student for doixig 50. They do not see the violence in send-
tng arms to West Pakistan, but if radicals should try to stop such
a shipment they would define it as ¢ violence . It is unfortunate-
ly true that a fuirly large portion of the Amcrican public . hates
* hippies ' and colored people. Thus we Americans—of concience
face a very-severe question ; do we stand with our unbelievably
violent American Government and those' Americans who still
support it-or do we stand with the rest of the world and with those
Americans—including students, Black, Red Indians, Mexican-
Americans—who have lost faith in the capitdlists ¢ American way
of life.” Those of us who have been in the student movement
“have made our choice. It seems that Mr: Kelman has made a

different one.
—(Miss ) Gail Omvedt.
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