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Foreword 

Indian agriculture is currently passing through a period of severe crisis and the overall scenario in 

this sector is that of stagnation, underperformance and lack of dynamism. The Eleventh Plan target 

growth of 4 percent in the agricultural sector could not be achieved and the Twelfth Plan , has not shown 

any encouraging picture. The data from 70th Round of NSSO reveal that farmers cannot solely depend 

upon farming to meet their consumption requirements and in case of 70 percent of households, the 

monthly per household consumption expenditure was higher than income. 

In view of the above agrarian crisis, a study on suicides by farmers in Maharashtra was 

undertaken. The findings of the study revealed that suicides were concentrated in Marathwada and 

Aurangabad region which every year, together, accounted for more than 70 percent of suicides in the 

state. Field level data from suicide prone districts for 2015-16 revealed that the deceased households 

suffered negative net returns of Rs. 27301/- per acre and there were several cases when sample 

households suffered from total crop loss but had incurred huge cost of cultivation. Crop failure was often 

accompanied by fall in prices due to imports or high output in other regions and hence farmers suffered 

from yield loss, price fall and high cost of cultivation. This state of affairs has led to indebtedness of 

farmers who borrow heavily from informal sources and out of total borrowing of sample farmers, 61.08 

percent was from informal sources. The expenditure of a sample household exceeded income by Rs 

60,335/-. 

The main policy implications that emerged from the study was that top priority must be given to 

water shed strategies and irrigation. Marathwada is a water stressed region and continuous drought has led 

to ground water depletion. Besides, there are natural calamities such as hailstorms which cause pest attack 

and hence there is a need to install automated weather stations. Allied activities and rural non-farm 

income must also be promoted. 

The findings of the study will certainly be useful to policy makers. I thank Sangeeta Shroff, 

Jayanti Kajale and Prashant Bansode for undertaking this study. 

Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, 
(Deemed to be University Under section 3 of the 
UGC Act, 1956), 
Pune -411004 

Rajas Parchure, Professor and Officiating 
Director, 
January,2017 
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Annexure I 

Comments on the report received from Institute for Social and Economic Change, 
Bangalore, and Action Taken by Authors 

1. Table 2.2 on month-wise number of suicides in Maharashtra from July 2015 to June 
2016, and Table 2.3 showing district wise details of compensation, has been suitably 
indicated. All other tables are put in Annexure at the end of chapter 2. 

2. Corrections have been made in Table 3.1 and Table 3.2. 

3. Table 4.3 is presented for 2015-16 as the samples are from households where a suicide 
was committed in 2015-16. 

4. Table 4.3 (A) and Table 4.3 (B) along with discussions are retained in chapter 4 as these 
tables relate to causes of suicides which are discussed in chapter 4. 

5. All tables are removed from chapter 5 and only broad conclusions and policy suggestions 
are presented. 
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