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CANDID EXAMINATION,
&e.

Y |

- O deliver hié opinion, decently,“o'n( public :a"ffair's, f.s:tl‘a_d.pécxiliaf '

. birth-right of  every Britith fubjec, ~— Under . the, fantion
of this invaluable right, the author of « The Hiflory and Management

of the Eaft-India Company, from its Commencemerzt 20 the prefent T zmé,”' |
lately publithed, has reprefented the Eaft-India Company-asa moft ™~

pernicious and. :mpolmcal infitution. e has not only endeavoured
to prove this by the events of its hiftory, which he has dlfplayed
in the moft odious colours of human depravity ; but, in the true-dic-

tatorial tone of modern philofophy, he has given fomc obfervations
i

on the conftitution or tendency of the human paffions :. from whence

he has concluded, that ¢ generous principle feems excluded from the’

< very inftitution of a fovereign Corporation of Cammerce ;”*. and that
¢ unlimited power, in the hands of a fingle perfon,” is, from the na-

ture of things, much more fafe and advantageous than the. foverexgn“

power of a Company, who, he very gravely afferts, ¢ have no gee
. nerous inducement to follow virtue.’ -
And, under the facred fan&ion of the fame invaluable mhcrxtance
of the Britith fubje&, the right of delivering one’s opinion, the author’
of thefe few pages undertakes an examination of the above princi-
ples, which, to him, appear extremely rath and unfounded, =

‘Several
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Several late authors have been of our author’s opinion. Colonel .
Dow, in his Hiftory of Hindoftan, after declaiming on the abufes of
the Eaﬂ India Company, propofes that the Sovereign fhould deprive
them of their territories in the Eaft, with which he ought to inveft
himfelf. And the learned and ingenious (as his friends call him)
Dr, Adam Smith, in his ¢ Enguiry into the Sources of the Wealth of
Nations,” has moft ftrenuoufly contended for the abolition of the
Eaft-India Company, and that the Sovereign ought to be fole mafter
of the forts and territory of Britith India. .

* The commerce of India” (fays an author whom we fhall be
‘neceflitated frequently to cite) “ is of moft effential value to the
‘ Dritith pation. By the Indian goods diﬁributcd over Europe, the
s¢/efferitial balance of trade’ is preferved in our favour.: But whether -
“ the. Indlan commerce fhould be conduced by an exclufive Com-
* pany, or laid open to every adventurer, .is the queftion of the day,
b ...a queftion of the very firft 1mportancc to the Britih empire :

f‘ And,™ “as the-fame writer *, in'a few pages after, obferves, ¢ if

v ‘¢ithér 'method be adopted upon falfe prmc1ples, the confequences

“« will be feverely felt.” -

- With thefe views of the importance of oar fubje&, the author of
the Hiftofy and Management of the Eaft-India Company will moft
certainly” agree : but his cordtal affent to our refutation of his prin-
ciples is neither expected nor valued. It is enough, if we prove,
to the conviGion of the djf interefled part of the public, that our
author’s political Indian philofophy, in its blind terror of flying from
Scylla, has foundered and dathed itfelf to pieces againft'the rocks of
Charybdis 5 and that' thole very evils of which he complains, would
exift, in an infinitely ﬁrongcr degree, in the semedy which he has
propo{ed

- ® Seé the Hnﬁoncal Introdu&ion to Mr, Mickle’s Tranflation of the Lufiad, or Dx[covery
of India; an Epic Poem, from the Portuguele.
OQur
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Our Hiftorian of the Eaft-India Company (Vol I p. 12) thus
philofophically mvcfhgates the - paﬂions and ‘motives of the. human

breaft : EEREIRE
“ Unlimited power, in the hands of a ﬁnole perfon may be pre—

« vented from degenerating into acts of tyranny, by the terrors of
“ ignominy, or by perfonal fears.. But a body &f men, vefted with
< authority, is feldom {wayed by reftraints of either kind... As they
« derive individually but little applaufe from their, beft meafures, fo

-« theé portion of :infamy which may fall to each, for the worft public
< adions, is too fmall to affect perfonal charatter. Having, there-.
“ fore, no generous inducements to follow virtue, the moft fordid
« paffions frequently lead them-into.vice.. It is from this circym--
¢ ftance that the decifions of public bodies” fometimes-- _partake .of

that mortifying fpecies of tyranny which is. incapable of redrefs,,

“* and yet is. beyond revenge. Thefe obfervations. may; be applied;..
“ without the leaft injuftice, to the actions of the India Cémpany,‘i
“ both at home and abroad. Avarice, the moft obftinate and h'ar--
“ dened paflion of the human mind, being the firft principle of com~-.
« merce, was the original bond of théir Union ; and humamty, Juf- :

“ tice, and even policy, gave way to the profpec or love of gain, '
. And to.this very ingenious difquifition our’ author fubjoins the
-followmg, in the thape of a note: N

¢ Befide that want of generous principle,, whlch feems excluded "

“ from the very inftitution of -a {fovereign Corporation of, Commcrce
s the great diftance of their adminiftration in India fecured the:
« Company from: 2.general infpe@ion into their condu@®, and con.
t¢ fequently furnifhed ample opportunities. for a. wanton.and uncon--

« trouled exercife of power. All refiftance, therefore, to: their -

“ arbitrary edits, whether they regarded their own fervants; . or the:
“ natives. of the: country, was. confidered as treafon, and punithed:
* with feverity. ~The rulers at home had their favourites ;abroad,,
“ whom.they protected.in the moft cruel and arbltrary meafures by-

€. thﬁll‘.{
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t¢ their authority. Hence it happened, that private refentments and
% felfifh views, were too frequently the only rules of their conduct;
¢ and that their adminiftration had {carce any other principle of union
“ than a mutual permiffion to commit injuftice. Even the exclufive
«¢ privilege, which was thought neceflary for the profperity of their
* commerce, became an engine of tyranny againft all thofe whom
% they confidered as interlopers ;-and fuch inftances of their barbarity
¢ might be produced, fupported by fa@s, as would excite horror.”
We well know with what a fovereign brow of contempt fome of
our modern philofophers look down from their lofty ditatorial chairs
on the namelefs crowd below : but this fovereign look, with all its
terrors, fhall not intimidate us from examining the opinions of the
moft lofty philofopher. 'We have heard of a game with which the
failors fometimes amufe themfelves when at anchor, in fine weather.
The greateft fimpleton of the crew is chofen king, his brother tars
enthrone him on a ftool, on the head of a large butt, and with the
greateft gravity pay him all homagé; . But, while the pobr fellow looks
round with the moft fatisfied felf-importance, down he finks plump
up to the chin in the catk of water, from whence he fcrambles with
" fhame and confufion, amid the laughter of his companions, juft the
beft way he can.  And thus, alfo, often fall our moft fagacious phi-
lofophers. ‘ .

If the terrors of ignominy, and perfonal fears, be fuch wonderful
preventives of the degeneracy of wnlimited power in the hands of a
fingle perfon,. as our hiftorian afferts they are, (and wifely he JSports
the - aflertion ;. for without fuch dasum his argument is good for
nothing,} what muft we think of the truth of hiftory, which never
yet afforded one example. which authenticates his philofophy. We
trult we may challenge our author to produce one inftance where
perfonal fear of the dagger has made one Emperor or King benevolent _
or juft: but we are able to produce thoufands of examples of the
Herods of every nation, where the perfonal fear of affaffination has

made
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made the tyrant infinitely more cruel and vicious. Every hiftary tells;
us how perfonal fear moats its throne round with the blood of the
[ubjefts whofe vengeance it dreads,. ‘The Sovereign who is. confcxo_;;s
of perfonal fears, muft be confcious allo of fome caufe for them ; and
never yet was there a human heart capable of ‘giving fuch- canfe,
which would truft the perfon offended. And, if-the dqlz'_c_czt“g terrorg
of ignominy, as our author’s philofophy muft have it, are the happy
preventives of the ¢ degeneracy of unlimited power, in the hands of
a fingle perfon,” whence, then, the millions of great and little Tary
quins and Neros, who dlfgracc the annals of every. people ? .- We
_believe we may fafely affert, the truth is, a tyrant; poﬁeﬁ%d of un.’
limited power, never yet cared one farthing for ignominy, while be."
could bid defiapce t; its" political operation ; and, from . the corg
mencement of hiftoryidown' to the prefent times, jts pperation hgs
ever been found of very little con{cquence in the political weorld.

A Prince, confcious of his rectitude and upnght intentigns, Ca{l
" never be governed by the terrors.of ignominy ; and the . tyrant, gf
every rank, always defpifes them. And fhall the bafeft of ali motives, |
the motives of perfonal fears, and the ferrors ‘of ignominy,-=-motives
which always imply confcjous gpilt,—fhall thefe be held pp to the
public, as the bulwarks of its fafety, a5 the philofophical reafons why

unlimited power in the hands of a fingle perfon wdl not dcgene;atg
into a&s of injuftice and tyranny | :

“Qur hiftorian, having thus given. his phxlofophxcal reafons why
arbitrary power-muft be’ jult and humane, proceeds, in tl;c {ame ling,
to affert, that all republics which haye ever been upon the face of the
carth, have been, from philofophical neceffity, in,ﬁmi,tely more prope
to tyranny-and injuftice than the unlimited goyerpment of Kings;
that republics have not even ¢7e generous inducement ta follow virtue,

Republics {---methinks I hear the friends of our b]ﬁonan evchlm-g-'
Why he fays not a word of Republics: —Very true, he has npt- the
word ; but what he fays of the Eaft-India Company is ﬁn&ly ap-

C - plicable
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plicable to, and inclufive of, Republics. A body of men,” he - {ays,
“ vefted with authority, is feldom fwayed by reftraints of cither kind ;"
the reftraints of perfonal fear and ignominy, which' he deems thc
moft -powerful motives of the beft human acions: and, where fo-
vereign power is divided among many hands, public virtue, he efteems,
impoflible.

Bat, unluckily for our hlﬁonans philofophy, the appeal to the
tcf’cxmony of hiftory is extremely eafy. According to his fyftem, the
fubje&s of the moft defpotic Sovercigns of ancient and modern times
ought to have been the moft happy beings upon earth ; and the fub-
Je&s of every republic, the moft injured and miferable,

"It would be political blafphemy, however, to mention the republics
of ancient Greece, and that of virtuous Romie, in comparifon with
the conflitution of any defpotic govcrnment which has ever been
eftablithed. - Even the fubje@s of that moft- degenerated of all repub-
lics, that of modern Venice, have not far to look round. them to fee
the {ubje&e of . delpotic princes infinitely more miferable and more
opprefled than themfelves.

Our author, having thus trampled upon the truth of hiftory, in his
 philofophic reafons for the virtue and generofity of * unlimited power
in the hands of a fingle perfon,” immediately takes another equally
glorious leap in the dark ; and, by way of curing all the evils at-
tendant on the commerce of India under the management of a Com-~
pany, he prefcribes that the revenue and direGion of the commerce of -
‘our Eaftern acquifitions fhould be put into the hands of whatever
MINISTRY may happen to be in-power,- That his fyftem ftrictly-
and unavoidably amounts to this uncofyhtutzmal and moft dangerous

meafure, thall foon be demonftrated.

* A ftrong ‘paffion for fpeculation and theory is the dxfeafe of the

age. Our youth imbibe it at the difputing club, where generally the

~order of Nature is.moft glorioufly reverfed. Without the leaft pre-

vious acquaintance with the faéts which are furnithed by hiftory and
. {cience,
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fcieﬁce, our philofophical boys begin where they ought to end i they,

decide on the moft abftrufe fubje@s, in the moft peremptory manner,:

before they pay the leaft attention to the conftituent parts;: . In: the:
blind career of this felf-fufficiency, it is no wonder they often flum-,
ble: but, however ridiculous their falls may appear:unto others; not)"
a gleam of that confufion of the animal fpirits, kngwn: by the pame;
of a bluth, is- prodaced on their- own happy countenances.: It is;

enough to them if their fyftem is allowed to be ingenious; and, as:

truth is no care of theirs, their moft egregxous eITorS,. provxdq:d they
are ingenious, give them no concern.

And happy would it be, were this fa{hdrous, fuperﬁcml fpmt con,
fined to the ‘walls of our philofophical difputing-clubs! It is an ealy
matter to find fault with any fyftem of government ;. but. to fubftitute
a new mode is 2 moft ferious bufinefs, and deferves a,mach deeper

inVcﬁigation than our author feems to have bcﬁowcd‘upoh it.” - From

the above citations, it is evident that our author had not.the leafs
idea of any inconvenience or evil confequences attendant .on _his
fcheme, or the 'leaﬁ doubt but that every abufe: would inftantly
be temedied, were the management of the important commerce
and tranfalions of India committed to the ever pure. and gene
rous hands of whatever Junto in power, of his Majefty’s fervants,
would be fo good and obliging as to eafe his Majefty of the bur~
then of India affairs ;---a bucthen impoffible for him, fingly, to

bear ;---a duty impoffible for him, fingly,. to. difcharge,.——But,
however fatisfied our author may be with the wonderful and unfailing

perfetion of his fcheme of :thus transferring the government of the
affairs of India from ‘the: Company to the' Crown,--- or, in plain
and ftri& Englifh, to the Miniltry,---others there are who.can forefee
rothing but accumulated evils,.and the groffeft. abfurdity, in this
novel arrangement, .

We have already demonftrated the wild funhty of our authon: ¥
phxlofophlcal reafons why unlimited power in the hands of a ﬁngle

perfo
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perfon” is big with the moft wonderful bleflings to mankind ; and
why power in the hands of any fpecies of republic (for his argu-
“ment reaches every fuch fpecies) is neceffarily attended with the moft
dreadful evils: we are now to examine the certain and infallible
confequences of committing to the hands of Miniftry (whatever fuch
may be in any future period) the dominion of Britith India, and the
controul: of its commerce; and this enquiry we fhall divide into
thefe four heads :

- Firt, Whether the Indian commerce ¢an be carried an, with ad-
vantage to the nation, as a free trade, open to every adventurer, or, in
other words, to aflociations, unconne@ed with each other.

. Secondly, What are the confequences of the Sovereign becoming
the defpot of the territory and revenue of Britifh India, and fole le-
gxﬂator of its commerce. . )

* Thirdly, The confequences of a regal monopoly of trade, as clearly
demontirated by hiftory. . :

" And, Fourthly. ththcr the mlhtary and commercml {ervants of a

Company, or the military and commercial fervants of a Monarch,
are molt liable to corruption,.and the abufe of office, when in a dif-
tant country; with the siches of the Eafterp world at their feet, and
every means of bribery in their hands?
- But, though thefe very important confiderations have entirely
elcaped 't_he attention of the author of the Hiftory and Management
of the Eaft-India Company, we hold them of the utmoft confequence
to a proper underftanding of the fubject before us.

To decry monopoly of every kind, is a popular argument, excel-
lently well adapted to the conveniency of thofe who have never exa-
mmcd the peculiar circumftances of fome of our branches of com-
nrerce.. .1t is neceflary, before we decide in favour of a free trade
with India, that we fhould perfe@ly know the peculiar circumflances
and difpofition of the matives, from the firft arrival of the Europeans
in Afla to the prefent time. ~Withaut this previous knowledge, it is

rath
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rafh, and even chxldxfh to talk .of the eafe and advantage of a ﬁ'ce
trade with the Eaftern world. .But not a glimpfe, of this. previous
knowledge is to be found in the Hzﬁory and Management of the Eaft-
India Company, though our author begins with its origin, and was,
naturally led by his fubject to fuch differtation. - Yet, though omltted
by him, we' are amply recompenf(ed by another writer, who has given
a clear and authentic detail of the polmca] fituation, and the v1ew§
purfued by the -natives, from the arrival of the Portuguefe to-th

eftablithment of the Dutch and Englith Eaft-India Companies. : T

When the Portuguefe arrived in India, they found a very peculim’l
commonwealth ‘in poffeffion of the principal commerce of the
Eaftern world;—who * had fettlements on every convenient ftation,
*¢ from Sofala to China; and, though under different governments,.
“ were, in reality, one great commonwealth. They clearly forcfaw}

what injury their trade would fuftain, were Europeans to becom
“ acquainted with the Afiatic feas. They exerted every, frja}{df}_\'gi
art, that not one man of Gama’s fleet_might return to_Europe
¢ and, when thofe arts were defeated, with the moft determmed zca}.
¢ they commenced hoftilities.—And, to the above, let it be added, that
“ the Soldan of Egypt,.and the Grand Turk; for near a century,. conﬂ
“ tinued their moft firenuous efforts for the utter cxpuiﬁon of the'
¢ Portuguefe.”

‘In the Hiftory of Portuguefe Afia, preﬁxed to the EnOhfh Luﬁad
(from whence the above is quoted), we have a c1rcumftannal detai]
of the tranfactions of the Portuguefe,” Moors, "and Indlans The
Portguefe fleet, which difcovered India, was not a warlike equip-
ment, intended for conqueft; and the commander follxcxted a com-
mercial alliance and treaty. But the Moors, exa(perated at the in-
terference of ftrangers in the Eaftern feas, commenced hoﬁlhnes,'
which- they ¢ontinued near a whole century with the utmoft jeas-
loufy and determined perfeverance; and thus ¢ gamfons and Warhk§
« flects became abfolutely neceffary to the exiftence of a naval com<
*“ merce between Europe and Afia,” The tyranny of many of the

- Portuguefe
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Portuguefe govemors added, time after time, to the jealoufy and hatred
which the natives bore them ; and the total expulfion of the Earo*
peans was, ‘from generatxon to generatxon, the molt ardent with of
India; and to effect which, they made many formidable leagues,
which bathed every fhore of Afia with the blood of its natives.
When the Dutch and Englith arrived in India, the Portuguefe were
the mafters of the commerce of the Eaftern world. ‘Though deeply
falleti from the height of their former greatnefs, they were ftill for-
_'mldable | they were mafters of the navigation of the Indian feas;
' had many fleets and garrifons; and with true Moori(h jealoufy be-
 held the interference of European rivals. And it was by many years
" perfeverance, and ‘after many defgats; that the Dutch obtained any
ftablithment in the Eaft ; a circumftance which, perhaps, had been
much longer delay'ec']‘ if the Crown of Portugal had not, at that time,
been under the yoke of Spain; whofe attention was then engroﬂ'cd by

its South-Américan colonies, .
¢ Without ‘the. regular connedion of a Company, under the
* fantion of legiflative authority, the Dutch might have as ra-
“ tionally attemnpted ta eftablifh a commerce with the Moon, as with
“ India. The Portuguefe were infinitely too ftrong for all the un:
“ ‘conne@ted attempts of all the private merchants of Europe ; and it
‘¢ was their intereft to prevent intruders.—It was the intereft of the
- * Moors, Egyptnans, and Turks, that 'no Europeans fhould navigate
“ the Eaftern feas*.” The Sultans of Conftantinople well underftood
this, and fent many formidable armaments to affift the Indian princes
in the expulfion of the Portugnefe, The rich commerce of India
flowed through the Turk’s dominions to Europe; but “ the arrival
“ of the Portuguele in the Eaftern feas entirely unhinged the ftrongeft
« fences of the Mohammedan power ; and the finews of the Egyptian
- ¢ and Turkith ftrength weére cut afunder by that deftrution of their
% commerce which followed the prefence of the Europeans . At

* See the Hiftory of Portuguefe Afia, p. clniii,
.t See dinto, p. lxxnu B . ' B

this
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this period the warlike Porte intended to over-run Europe e whxclr
¢ was miferably divided in itfelf, and invited its own ruin i when, ‘
% as it is exprefled by the Abbé Reynal, the liberties of ‘mankind

« were faved by the voyage of Valco de Gama,” thc Pcrtuguefé |

Admiral who fitft difcovered India:

- The tyranny of -the Portuguefé, as aIready obferved had greatIy"
increafed the jealoufy of the- natives of India, and their hatred of
foreigners, 4 jealoufy and ayerfion primdrily founded- on’ ‘the mof¥
rational and political views. = It is true, indeed, that; when the Enga-
Tith firft appeared,” fome of the native princes received them witht

great cordiality, hoping that they would prove valuable allies'againft

their tyrants the Portuguefe ; and trne it is alfo, that an Englith Com~

pany of merchants, ehartered ‘by- Elizabeth, made feveral voyages to-
India, and fettled faCtories, without any commencement of hoftilities).

And, if the fcheme of a free trade with India is to be enforced by an
~appeal to the example of hiftory, this is the period upon which ohly
its abettors can fix. Buat let them not be over-hafty ; for the confe-

quences ‘of this very period will fully prove the abfurdity and imi<.

practicability of their favourite theory.® Fhe natives, over-awed by
~ the Portuguefe, broke 'their moft: folemmn ‘treaties with the Englith ¢
Sir Henry Middleton’s fleet was infamonfly plundered ; and, though
he afterwards made repuifals (reprifals miferably mifreprefented, as
we fhall afterwards prove, by the author of the Hiftory of the Eafts
India Company), the Englith found that commerce with India could
not be carricd on without garrifons and warlike fleets : and James I.
as afferted by Abbé Reynal, was too pufillanimous tu aifert the rights
of his fubje&s by the force of arms. The Portuzuefc and Dutch
commenced hoftilities againft the Englith, and their commerce with
India fell into ruin ; and did not revive till many years after, when
it received ftability and ﬁrength from the umtcd efforts of a new-
regulated Company. ‘

But, however neceflary an hiftorical view .of the political mtereﬁ of

the Moors, Turks and nauves, moﬁ‘. certamly is to a proper under-

_fanding
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‘ftanding of the only poflible means of commescial fettlements in
India, not one word, to convey one idea of the kind, is to be
found in the writings' of Colonel Dow, Dr. Smith, or the author of
. the late Hiftory of the Eaft-India Company. All thefe gentlemen
take it for granted, that unconnecéted fettlers, and a free trade to India,
would be the eaficft thing in the world, and would do wonderfully
well.  Notwith{tanding it -is well known, that the Princes of India
are as jealous as ever of European fovereignty, and that the Eaft-
India Company have cvery thing to fear from this deep-rooted jea-
loufy,—-;everyftb'ing which artful chicanery, perfidy, and the force of
arms may effect; our philofophers, neverthelefs, ftill continue to tell
us.of the eafe and expediency of conducting the commerce of India
in the fame manner as our unconneted merchants carry on the com-
merce with Holland or Portugal.

Accordmg to .the ingenious .and learned Dr. Smnth “ a free com-
‘.‘, merce with India would naturally fpring up in the moft beautiful
“-order.”. It is true that he candidly flates the objection “ of the
< impoffibility. of a private merchant's capital being able to fupport
¢ faCtors and agents in the different ports of India;” but his Jfjfem
very fully an{wers this objection. According to his theory, no nation
ought to attempt to trade with India, till' fuch time as the pri-
vate merchants have various capitals {ufficient to enable them to
condu&, according to their own choice; every brinch of fuch com-
merpe. ¢ When'a nation,”” fays he, ¢ is ripe for any great branch
¢ of trade, fome merchants naturally turn their capitals towards the
o ﬁrincipal, and fome towards the fubordinate branches of it. If a-
f* nation, therefore, is fipe for the Eaft-India trade, a certzin portion
‘¢ of its capital will nataraly divide itfelf among all the branches of
“ that trade. Some of their merchants will find it for their intereft
to refide in the Eaft-Indies, and employ their capitals there in
~providing goods for the fhips, which are to be fent out by other
merchants who refide in Europe ¥.” |

® See Enquiry into the Sources of the Wealth of Nations, Vol II, p- 245,
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And here, good‘ reader,llis. not one idea of Indian jealoufy and hatted

of Europeans, and of the policy towards them which has all along

marked the character of the natives of India.” It is, according to the
Do&or, as fafe to fettle in, and trade with .India, as to take" a.

counting-houfe near London-bridge, or to buy a peck of peas 4t

Covent-Garden. But, as the -author of the Hiftory of Portuguefe

Afia obferves, ¢ had the Portuguefe, Dutch, and Englith, waited for -

¢ fuch theoretical ripenefs,” viz. of unconneted merchants, “filling
up, of their own accord, all the departments neceffary to conduct the
Indian commerce,  they had never yet fet one foot in India.””

“ In the moft favourable view,” fays the fame author, c of fuch
« ¢fablithment of commerce with the great'world of Afia, its per~ .

«¢ fetion cannot fpring up in a few years, and would be always prea -
“¢ carious. When the Moors were in force, fuch peaceful eftablifh-

- ¢ ments were impoffible; for they knew their prefenz. intereft too .
“ well to liften to the promifes of European fpeculation ; -and the .

¢ prefent charatter of the Indian nations gives no prophecy when

-

« {idents in India,’’ S

From thefe views of the cxrcumﬁances of India, and of the mtcreﬁ .

and chara&er of its natives, no zbeory can be more weak and v1ﬁon_ary
~ than that which fuppofes that the trade of the’Eaft may be carried
on in the fame fafe and eafy manner as. that of the ports of Europe,
where mutual commercial intereft is fully underftood and eftablithed.
‘Befide the abfolute impracticability of voluntary, unconne&ed fettlers
becoming the agents for Europe in India, the confequences which a
free trade with the Ealt would have on the internal policy of Great-
Britain, deferve a moft ferious confideration: but a view of thefe we-
referve for the conclufion,

By the foregoing hiftorical detail it is evxdent, that forts and war-
like fleets have ever been, and ftill are, neceflary to the very exiftence
“of the naval commerce of Europe with India. Havmg theoretically

E proved

¢ forts and garrifo'ns'will become unneceflury to the European re- .

AN

G
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proved the excellence of his fcheme of voluntary, unconne@ed fettlers in
India, thengenfons Dr. Smith is atlaft aware that the neceffity of garri-
fons may be objeced to him; but this he fngenicufly turns to his ad-
vantage,' ¢ The fettlements,” fays he, * which different European-
"¢ nations have obtained in the Eaft-Indies, if they were taken from
¢ the exclufive companies to ‘which they at prefent belorg, and put
¢ under the immediate proteCtion of the Sovereign, -would render
‘ this refidence (i.e. of bis woluntary, unconneéied Jettlers) both fafe
“ and eqfy, at leaft to the merchants of the partxcular nations to
¢ whom thofe fettlements belong.” :
And here the ingenious fyftem of the author of the Enquiry into
the Sources of the Weal:h of Nations demands our attention. And,’
~ ftrange to tell] ** Commerce,” according to him, ¢ is of very inferior
- * confequence ;" and to raife and import a revenue for the Sovereign
is the very fummum bonum of the political wifdom of colonization. He
- calls it a * frange abfurdity, that the Eaft-India Company regard the
¢ charatter of the Sovereign as but an appendix to that of the mer-
“ chant. Their mercantile habits draw them infenfibly to prefer, on
<« all ordinary occafions, the kztle and #ranfitory profic of the mono-
“ polift to the great and permanent revenue of the Sovcreign »
Vol. IL. p. 252, ' '
A propofal fo big with the deftrution of the Britith conftitution
deferves the moft ferious attention of every Briton. While our
theorifls expe@ every perfeCtion from it, its confequences appear to
others of a very different nature ¢ The immenfe power which
« would be added to the Crown by our dominions in the Eaft
“ falling immediately under its management, muft be a ferious con-
* fideration with every ome who believes the preponderating weight
* which that part of the conftitution already pofleffes; and who
¢ withes, at the fame time, to preferve the juft balance. Every in-
“ telligent mind muft forefee the immenfe additional influence that
*¢ -would accrue, by the command of fuch a number of troops, the
¢ admini=-
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“ adminiftration of fuch extenfive revenues, and the difpofal of fo
¢ many offices ¥.” ' " )
- Ancther writer thus exprefles hxmfelf~ «“ A {yftem whlch would-
« ‘render the Sovereign the military defpot.of an immenfe and rich
“ territory, and make him fole mafter of an unconflitutional revenue 5.
¢ 3 revenue which, in the hands of a corrupt Miniftry, would eafily .
¢ defeat the nobleft check againft arbitrary power provided by the;
¢¢ Britith conftitution, the nght of taxation in the Houfe of Commons¢ '
Nor, according to the laft-cited author, would fuch. rcvenuc be per—
manent, ' : ' e
< America,” fays he, paﬁively fubmlﬁivc at the feet of a _]unto,
“ in power, could- - not,. for feveral centuries, afford the means of -
¢ corruption which India, already deeply enflaved, would freely
“ yield, for at leaft a few ygars,” -, : .
~ *“ In every probability for only a few years ”. I-Iere our author ap-
peals to the example of the Portuguefe, who' defpred commerce, and .
never properly availed themfelves of it ; but who, after the fulleft
trial {for near a century together) of Dr. Smith’s plan. of -drawing a-
royal revenue from Incia, by their obftinate adherence to that mea-.
fure, brought their native country to- the deepeﬁ declenfion ; a de--
clenfion from which, perhaps, fhe will never recover; *¢ The plan
¢ of fovereignty,” fays the above writer, ¢ leads direclly to war Wxth ‘
“ the jealous natives of India.  Such revenue,  therefore,’ cannot be._
permanent —But, were the Indian colonies as fafe from the natives,
¢ as the Doclor’s {cheme of unconnected fettlers requires, and t’hcir"
¢ revenue as great as his idea of perfe&xon may . poflibly include,,
“ how long would he 1xsure the permanency of their revenue againft
“ the interruption of a revolt or rebelljon, or fuch Colonies thcmfelves -
“ from a fudden and final difmemberment.—Alas! at this prefent,
‘¢ hour we feel a moft melancholy proof of the diﬂiculties and dif~

[13

* Scea maﬁerly pamphlet, entitled Thoughts oa our Anquxﬁnons in the Eaft-Indies,
¢ appoints
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“¢ gppointments of raifing a revenue in a diftant country. May God
¢« never curfe Great-Britain, by fixing her views and hopes on fuch
«' diftant, fuch Jit¢le and tranfitory fupport
~ . And fhall we grafp at a phantom in India, the purfuit of which in
America has led us to the brink of deftru@ion? Shull we confign
the wealth of India to future Minifters, who probably may not poflefs
the virtues of the prefent?  And fhall we be fo loft in the calamitics
of the prefent war, as not to feel the chains, which fome men, through
the fides of India, are endeavouring to flip over our necks? Nol-
Let us hope that the fatal impofition, however menaced, will be yet
prevented, = ' ' -
 With the greateft confidence,. the Jearned and ingenious Dr. Smith
has often appealed to the example of the Portuguele, in fupport of
his fyftem of a free trade with, and a royal revenue drawn from In-
dia. (Vol. II. p.194.) — He again and again telis us, (Vol. I pp,
. 242 and 248,) thut the Portuguefe had no exclufive Companies, and
that the expedience of a free trade with- India ¢ is fuffiient/y demon-
¢ ftrated by the axperience’ of the Portuguefe, who enjoyed almoft.
¢ the whole of it for more than a century together, without any
 exclupve Company.” (Vol. II. p. 246.) But, however it may
redound to our author’s ingenuity, in thus imprefling the Portuguefe
into his fervice, without a lawful warrant, it happens rather unluckily
for his learning, that the Portuguefe never did, from their firft arrival |
to the prefent day, enjoy a free trade with India. The author of the
Hiftory of Portuguefc Afia has proved, by the moft authentic tefli-
" monies of hiftory, and by the copy of the commiffion of the Viceroys
of India, and other papers tranfmitted to him from Purtugal, that the-
Portuguefe commerce with India ever was, and is, a regal monopoly,
under the fdvereft refirictions; and that the unhappy confequences of
their negle@ of commerce, and their fearch for a royal revenue in the
Eaft, militate, in the moft conclufive manner, againft the Doctor’s

ingenious theory : nay, even the Dofor himfelf moft pointedly re-
‘ probates
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probates the. idea of raifing 2 ‘revenué- in Indla. How this ﬁrange
felf-contradiction happens, we do not pretend to explin; but, Werea[\
‘we believers in the Pagan ‘creed, ‘we" could only aferibe it to fome'
draughts of the water of Lethe, taken between his writing the 2 523
and 41 sth pages of his fecond volume; for, certain it is, that in the
former he feverely upbraids the Eaft-Indid Company, as guxlty of b
Jtrange abfurdity, for regarding: the charadter of the Soyereign as bat
an appendix 'to that of the merchant and ‘preferring the [m‘/e and
tranfitory profit of the one, to the grmt and’ permanent revetiue of
the other: yet, by a moft ﬁ‘range abfurdity indeed, in the lJtter-
named page, he as feverely condemns the Eaft-India Company for
adoptmg his own ideas of cultivating a revenue, ¢ It has madé them
« bad ‘traders,” he tbere fays, * and has almoft brought them ta

 bankruptcy.”” . ‘ o S R
Though the ingenious authors who have’ endeavoured to wwrite
~dewn the Eaft-India Company, have not precifely délineated - the
fyfrem which they would introduce in its place yet, as it is pofﬁble
they may propofe to make the Sovereign, after the example of the
Portuguefe, not only the fole defpot, but alfo the fole 'merchant. of
Britith India, we have placed this fcheme in. our third fe&xon of en~
quiries. And, - happily, we need only cite Dr. Smith, in: execrat:on
. of this plan, who, in the followmg words; very undeﬁgnedly, glves a
moft juft piGure of the Indian government of his favoarites, the
Portuguefe. ‘Talking of the mercantile purfuits of princes, - They
¢ have fcarce ever fucceeded,” fays the Docor, (Vol. 11, p. 414) 2
"¢ the profufion with,which the affairs of princes are always ma-~
naged, renders it almoﬁ impoffible that they fhould. . The agents
of a prince regard the wealth of their mafter as mexhauf’nble ; are
carelefs at what price they buy, are careles at what price they
fell ; are carelefs at’ what expence. they tranfport his "goods - from
one place to another. - Thofe agents frequently live with the pro-
* fufion of princes; and fometimes, too, in fpite of that profufion,
F ' ¢ and
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“ and by a proper method of makmg up their accounts, acquu'e the
“ fortunes of princes.” :

But, though the mercantile fervants of princes are fuch vultures,
the military and cuftom-houfe officers of a king, according to our
author’s fyftem, are all honefty and virtue ; for from them our au-
thor and his coadjutors moft cordially expect the reformation of
every abufe which has ever exifted in the management of the affairs
of the Eaft-India Company. The extreme cordiality with which
they fuppofe "this perfection, is highly remarkable; but their moft
ridiculous mifthap in foundering on Charybdis, on purpofe to avoid

their bugbear Scylla, is as highly remarkable, and, in every view, moft
completely laughable,

“We fhall claim no merit in pointing out this moft felf-cvident of
all abfurditiés ; the bufinefs is already done to our hands. We have
only to lay a few citations before our readers, who from thence will
be perfectly able to judge for themfelves,

Among the dreadful evils which arife from the abufes commltted
by the fervants of the Dutch and Englith Eaft-India - Companies,
Dr. Smith (Vol IL. p. 250,) places the following, as one of the
greateft: ¢ It has not been uncommon,” fays he, ¢ I am well af-
“ fured, for the chief, that is, the firf clerk of a fa&tory, to order a
*¢ peafant to plough up a rich field of poppies, and fow it with rice,
“ or fome other grain, The pretence was, to prevent a fcarcity
“ of provifions; but the real reafon to give the chief an op-
4 portunity of felling, at a better price, a large quantity of opium,
¢ which he happened then to have upon band, Upon other occa-
% fions the order has been reyerfed, and a rich field of rice or other
¢« grain has been plou“hed up, in order to make room for a planta-
‘¢ tion of poppies.’ :

 Dr. Smith fays, that it is complitely foolifh to expect that the fer-
vants of a Company would not abufe their truft, and affome unlaw-
ful authority. The author of the Hiftory of Portuguefe Afia thus

combats the Doétor’s arguments :
¢ Mornopoly,
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« Monopoly, fays the Dolfor, is the intereft of a Company and its "
« fervants. - A free trade and revenue is the intereft of a Sovereign, -

«¢ But does it follow, as our author’s argument 1mphes, that fuch is
<6 the intereft of his fervants alfo? By no means, ‘We may well
¢ enquire, what is that wanderful virtue, effential to our author’s ar-

¢ gument, which is conferred by the royal commiffion ; that virtue
 which would corre& all the felfith paffions which influence: the
«¢ clerks of a counting-houfe, and would fave the poppies and* the
¢ rice of Bengal from an untimely plough? If the terrltory of Bri«
¢ tith India is to be the King’s, he muft have 'men in office to md-
““ -nage it under him; and thefe will have their private interclt to.
-« ferve, as well as the officers of a Company. Whence, then, are we

“ to expedt their fuperior virtue? Not, furely, from their greatcr-
s opportunmes of extortxon, and of avoiding enquiry.—But we Ehal[
“ here adopt a fentence from our author, (Vol. IL. p. 253,) orﬂr
o fubﬂxtutmg the word King where he writes Counting-Houfes . .-

“ Nothing can be more completely foslifb than to expe& thaﬁ |

L the clerks of a great ng, at Zen thoufand mz/es diftance, and

« confequently almsft quite out of fight, thould, upon a fimple °

“ order. from their mafter, give up, at once, doing any fort of"
“ bufinefs upon their own account, abandon forever all hopes of

-¢ making a fortune, of which they have the means in their -

‘“ hands, and content themfelves: with the moderate falarles
¢ which their mafter allows them.”

. And indeed nothing can be more complez‘ely Soolifb. than to cxpeé't
,thc reformation of “the abufes of the affairs of India from the fervants
of the beft of Kings. The author of the Hiflory of qutuguefc
Afia thus continues his arguments : ,

“ The fuperior opportunities of extortion and rapine cn_;oyed by

¢ the xmhtary governors of a very diftant and rich country, are [elf-

: L cv;dcnt
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«¢¢ ‘evident. The clerks of a crown-office have infinitely better 'op-
¢ portunitics of evading detetion, and of amafling perquifites, than
+¢¢ thofe of a Company. = Our author . has already been cited to ex-
. plain: how the fervants of a‘prince abufe théir truft.- * Ir is per-
S fectly indifferent) fays he,.(Vol. IL. p. 255,) to the fervants of the
. India Company, when they have carried their whole fortune with
. them, 1f, the day after they left it, the whole country was fwallowed
¢ up by an earthquake.—And, in the name of God, will not fuch
% difafter be equally indifferent ta a royal general, or a royal cuftom-
2 houfe officer, whenever he finds it convenient toretire from India?”
i+ It is, indeed, truly aftonithing, that our authors, who have been fo
-clamorous againft the abufes of the Eaft-India Company, thould never
have perceived, that ¢ all the artillery of arguments, drawn from
¢ the abufes committed by the fervants of a Company, may thus,
= with accumulated force, be turned againft the fervants of a prince :”
_—--that they never perceived the moft eflential difference between a,
free trade with the ports- of Europe, and afree trade with remote
nations, whofe ideas and civil policy ai¢ moft effentially different from
thofe of Europe, and where an infinitely greater capital is required.
It is a certain fa&, that the Levant trade has been ruined by laying
it open,  Sir James Porter has clearly explained the reafons of this.
declenfion ; reafons (fee Appendix) which are exatly applicable, were
the fame meafures adopted in the: management of the commerce of
‘India. And, were a free trade with India as profperous as our zheorifts
can poffibly fuppofe it, would the national advantages be equal to
thofe which at prefent arife from the Company? By no means. A
JSree importation of the woven manufaGures ‘of India, which are now
ander reftriion, would greatly injure oor own manufadurers, who
will pever be perfuaded to adopt Dr. Smith’s theoresical plan, of
turning thc_:lr .Js, with equal advantage, to fome other bufinefs or
o ‘ ' ' trade.
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trade *." The Eaft-India Company pay a revenue nearly equal to
the land-tax of England ; and it is a moft important queftion, whe=~
‘ther this valuable revenue would be increafed or diminithed by lay~
ing open the commerce of India. -+ « Were this allowed,” fays the
author of the Hiitory of Portuguefe Afia, “ what an army of cuftom-
-« houfe officers muft there be 'in.waiting at evety port of thé
¢ kingdom? For who knqws what port a veflel from India, once
* in feven years, may chufe to_enter ? © What a door“for fmuggling
the luxuries of India would this open! and, we need. not add,
¢ what a diminution of revenue! . - - e
*“ Befides the great revenue which it pays, the Eaft-India Com-

¢ pany forms one,of the moft ative ﬁncws'olf the ftate. - Pyblic.

*¢ funds are peculiar to England : the credit and intereft of the na+
¢ tion depend upon their fopport; and the Eaft-India Company is
“ not the leaft of thefe. It has often fupported Government with -

“ immenfe loans; and its continuance includes the promife of futare:

¢ fupport on the like emergencies.” - ’ R

L1}

-~

We have already obferved, that Dr. Smith's zbeory “decrics the
value of commerce, and that the importasion-of a foreign revenue

, SR
¥ Of all the Dofor’s fine feculations, the idea that any number of men may chang§ their
bufinefs or trade, without the leaft difadvantage to themfelics or the.communicy, is certainly -
the moft wild and extravagant. He found that his theories vequired fuch a datum, and he
has often very gravely fported ity in the moft confident manner. A note, by the authior of
the Hiftory of Portuguefe Afia, fhall be here cited ; o
# Some people are apt to apprehend the greateft inconveniency from fetting 4 number
¢ of artificers adrift, in fearch of new employment; but this is nothing, according 1o our
¢ author (the Doftor), who tells us that 10o,0c0 foldicrs and feamen, difcharged at the laft
¢ peace, immedifely found employments Very true; for the fabourer took ro his fpade,
¢¢ the taylor to his needle, the thoemaker to his awl, and the feaman to the merchant-fervices
¢ bur, were only 10,000 weavers thrown out of employ, the cafe would be widely alterad,
¢ But the certainty of finding an wnénown employment, fully as advantageoas as the branch
- & perfeflly kiuown, forms a part of our author’s fyflem. “Iv was a filly nation, he tells us,
¢ (Vol. 11, p, 136,) to defend Portugal laft war, for the fake of 'its trade.: Had that.
¢ trade been loft, fays he, it would en/y have thrown the Portuguefe merchants out of bu«
¢ finefs for a year or two, (ill they found out as good a method of employing their capitals,
¢ Some politicians have thought, the more channels of commerce, the more fuccefs ; bug
** our suttor does not'care how mMmany we fhut up, for this good reafon, wew ones are fure
* tobe found. But this is like knacking a man down, becaufe he'is fure to get up again,”

G ~ought
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ought to be the great obje&t of legiflation; we have pointed out the
impraclicability of a free trade with Afia, and the alarming and fatal
confequences of vefting in the Crown the territorial revenue of Iudxa ;
we thall now conclude with the following citations :

R propcrly watched. and defended, if not facrificed to thc
‘.“ drgams and dotage of theory, the grand machine of her commerce
4 will ever render Great-Britain both profperous and formidable:
¢ In this grand machine the Eaft-India Company forms a principal

L

. wheel. The ¢oncentered fupport. which it -gives to the public
¢ credit; the vaft and moft rational bome-zax which its imported
.« luxuries afford, a tax which forms a conftitutional fource of
“ revenue, ever in our own hands, never to be affe&ed by the politics
«“ of djftant colonies; the ‘population which it gives to the morber
* country, by the domeftic induftry employed upon the ftaple com-
¢ modities which it exports; and the eflfential balance of trade,
t given and fecured by the exportation of its imborts, are the great
¢ and permanent confequences of the commercial fyftem; confe-
“ quences which can never arife from the importation of the greateft
"¢ revenue. :
‘« Every m(‘atutlor, relatxve to man, is not only liable to corruption,
‘¢ but, fuch is the imperfeGion of human nature, is. fure to be cor~
¢« rupted. Both the fervants of a Company, and the officers of a
¢ King, are liable to the influence of felf-intcreft. But the Monarch’s
¢ ear is hard of accefs, and often guarded ; and the regulations of a
“ regal monopoly, or defpotic revenue, are variable at his will. Ap-
t peal here muft be hopelefs. But, under a Company, governed
¢ by fixed inftitutions, there exifts not only a legal cluim of redrefs,,
“ but a legal right of oppofition. If errors and corruption, there-
« fore, be natural to every fyflem of human government, let the
¢ fyftem moft open to infpe@ion and corre@ion be preferved, and
¢ let its errors and corruptions be correGted. And bappily the Bri-
-4 tith Parliament is poflefled of the power of fuch infpeition and
¢ correllion
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*‘eorre&ion 3 and happily, allo, fuch is the very reverfé of a regal
* power to raife a’ fomgn revenue, thxs parhamentary power is
““ confiitutional.” ' SE

* Nor can we take leave "of the author of ¢ The Ht/?ory .and Ma-
* nagement. of the Eaft-India Company, from its Origin to the' Prefint
* Times,” without one other remark. The fervants of the Companyp
according to him, have: ever- and aniformly been thé mpﬁ' rapacious
tyrants and picates who ‘ever difgraced human nature. It is not our
intention to write a volume larger than his own: (for larger fuch muft
be) in order to refate all his hiftorical mifreprefentations ; one, how=
ever, the very fift in his book, muft not efcape our attention. Talking
of the firft voyages made from England, he has thefe words :

¢ This thip, together with two others of confiderable twrden,
* under the condu of Sir Henry Middleton, failed for Surat ; where
‘ the jealoufy of the Portuguefe frufirated the intention of the
voyage. Middleton made up for his lofs in trade by a fpecics of'
piracy. He feized fome rich thips belonging to the Portuguefe,
on the coalt of Malabar; and, fteering his courfe to the Red Sea,
¢ plundered the trade of Mocha,. under thé pretence of ‘procuring,
“ fatisfa@ion for damages he had formerly fuﬁamcd at that place.”
P.6,V.1. - :

But the trath is; Middleton made a commercial treaty, wrth the
Moguls,” which was infamoufly broken by the latter, through the.
intrigues of the Portuguefe. His {hips were afterwards plundered
by the Moors at Mocha ; eight of his men were killed ; and he him-
felf, with about thirty-five of his crew, was carried in irons acjofs the
country. He afterwards retaliated thefe injuries by a capture of fome
of the fhips of the powers who had fo perfidioufly attacked him.
Yet, though by the law of nature and nations he would have been
jultifiable, had he made reprifals to every degree in his power, he
neverthele(s acted in a very different manner. He appealed, indeed,

to thc force of arms; but he did not act as a pirate. He feized fome

Mogul

250
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Mogul vefiels near Aden ; but he merely indemnified himfelf on the
ftriCteft calculation, profcfling that he only defired an equitable
commerce, :

.- Thefe are the fals, as aflerted by Purchas, and every contemporary
writer both of voyages and of offcial letters. It was referved for
our author to fink the perfidious injuries received by Middleton, and
to call his complaining of them a prefence, and his juft, but molt
moderate retaliation, a fpecies of piracy. What an index, what a
"mafter-key does fuch colouring afford to every other abufive hif-
toricalftrait contained in the works of our sagenious and candid
author

4l
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A PPENDTIT X

HE Public, it is prefumed, will be gratified with the'foildwing,,
extracts from Sir James Porter’s Account of the Levant Trade ,,'
a gentlcman whofe long refidence as Ambaffador at Conﬁantmopld
enabled him to judge with the greateft precifion on the caufes of the
decay of the Turkey commerce. The fame clamours which are now‘;
raifed againft the exclufive charter of the Eaft-India Company, were,
according to the following undilputable reafons, the caufes of the de- -
clenfion of the valuable Levant trade:, and, as they reflect a picture
of the times in more hghts than one, .we hope thcy will not be
deemed an lmproper appcndlx to the foregoing pages.

« IT was not the dread of war alone that gave it the firft fata].
« blow, but an unhappy, ill-judged regulauon at home, which pro-
¢ duced many ill confequences. An eminent citizen, who received
% as much hearfay information as any man in the kingdom, and who,
¢ was litened to like an oracle in Parliament, laid it down as a
“ maxim, that all Companies were permcmus, and fhould be de-
“ ftroyed. ' )

“ Unfortunately he con.xdered the chant Society, which traded
 without any joint ftock, as one of thefe. His fentiments were
¢ gzealoufly adopted by other conﬁdera.blc perfons who, no doubt,
* had different views.” The motive by which they feemed to have
 been chleﬂy aGtuated, was a defire to difplace the Prime Minifter ;
“ they thought be had too long pofleffed his exalted dignity, and
¢ feemed to repine at his profperity Having form:d. this deugn,v
they apprehended that the firlt ftep towards carrying it into exe-
cution, was to deprive him of the fuppoxt of the (rading Com-

H : panies ;
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panies 3 and took it for granted, that, when they had thus fupped
the foundations of his power, it would be an eafy mattcr to wreft
it from him, and get it into their own hands.

“ The Turkey merchants at that time formed the moft opulent
and refpectuble body of men in the city : this, of courfe, rendered

‘them obje@s of envy. As they ingenuoufly acknowledged the

6«

decline of their tradc idlenefs and want of induftry, the natural
confequences of affluence and eafe, were laid to their charge. It
was therefore urged that this trade fhould be put into thc hands
of more induftrious men, that they might revive and refore to
a ﬂouri{hing condition a branch which the others had mo-
nopolized, and then fuffered. to run to decay. In confequence of

¢ thefe general and repeated outcries, the Levant Company was

K1

doomed to fall the firft vitim., So powerful were its enemies,
th;t the total ruin of the Society feemed to be at hand; but they
could not compafs the chief point which they had in view,
namely, that of entirely deftroying their charter. ‘The Parliament
foon perceived™ that™ nelther themfelves nor Government could
fupport a branch of trade, which thofe, whofe immediate intercft
it was to prelerve it, were ready to throw up. The batteries
againft thefe were therefore changed, and a refolution formed to
introduce fom»e alteration in their charter and their bye-laws,
efpecially to that of annual fthips, which feemed to be the greateft
abufe, and to furnith the moft fpecious pretext for oppofing the

. Society.

"« It was afferted, that fuch a limitation was highly prejudicial

(11

"

to navigation, prevented the employing of fhips, and obftruted
the increafe of feamen. This objettion appeared to Parliament
to be fo juft and folid, that a refolution was quickly formed to

“ permit every member of the Company in the Levant trade to

€«

(11

fend (hips at whatever time of the year they thought proper.
The beft-meaning men in Parliament were hurried along by the
¢ torrent
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- torrent of pre;udxce the utmoft art havmg been ufed Py defi igning "

perfons to prepoffefs their minds, and draw them in to fecond
their ill intentions.. They would not open theie - eyes to a felf
evident truth; namely, that no. advantage, in the monopolizing
way, could be derived by individuals from thefe annual thips; and
that the Company in general was: flill lefs able to avail itfclf of
them, as the members were generally at variance,. ‘and  divided.
amang(t themfelves, They would not refle@, that, in. order ta
promote navigation, goods and ‘merchandize muft find 2 currqr.cy
and vent abroad that the very extenfion of navigation they had
refolved upon, was an. effe@ual method 'to prevent the fales, of
cloth in Turkey; and that, of confequence, they contnbuted to’
rain both trade and navigation.” P. g70. -
¢ One of thefe regulations was propoﬁd in Parhament, dnder.
the fpecious pretence of public good, like the former, though it
was evident only prxvate views were intended. The outcry on this
occafion, as well as in part on the former, was founded upon that
odious word, Monopoly : it was urged, that this Levant Com-
pany, or, rather, io' Company, continuci to fafter that monfter’y
that their charter, confined to citizens and noblemen’s younges.
fons, cramped all induftry, prevented the honeft and induftrious
citizen and trader in every other town, and' all his Mdjéﬁy s fub-
jets in gtneral from trading to the Levant.. ‘ :
¢ Briftol, as the next city for commerce to London, was of courfe
concerned in the affair; for this buftle 'was excited merely on her
account: a law, -‘however, was propofed in Parliament, with re-.
gard to all the out-ports, and, in general, that all fubje&s of Great-
Britain, and even naturalized perfons, fhould have the freedom’ o£
that Company, on paying 2al. fterling.
** The fact is, that the Levant Company could admlt, on a Iegal
conftruction of their charter, any Englith fubject to the freedomy
of that Socicty, The beft counfel had been . confulted, - but the-
 opiniong.
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opinions “o'f none but parliamentary counfel were attended to: the
kingdom' was alarmed; and fo the law paffed in Parliament.

IConfequences were as little forefeen in the prefent, as in the for-
‘mer cafe; the matter was fpecious, and that was fufficient : they

never once took it into confideration what capitals were neceflary
to carry on the Levant trade; nor whether any man that was
able to pay the zol had a fufficient fortune to fupport the acci-
dents and delays attending that branch of commerce. The old

‘ Turkey merchunts might have told them, as I take it for granted

they did, that very confiderable capitals were requifite for carrying
on that trade, as they were often under a neceflity of waiting two
or three years for the returns of their merchandize ; that, as cre-

dits were a]ready extended ia Turkey, they might encreafe enor-

moufly, whence thofe who were diftrefled . for money, mauft be
cbiiged to force fales, or barter at any rate: that, when they im-
ported merchandize into England, they muft prefs fules for money
at profit or lofs, and therefore fech merchants as engaged in that
trade, thould be perfons who could wait patiently the currency of
market for fales or returns, and be fatisfied with five or fix per
cent. the year,' for their money, a8 was the cafe of thofe who
were actually ‘concerned in carrymg on and fupporting that
commerce.
¢ The old me_rchants had continued, with reftriGtions and caution,
to fhip goods for Turkey, for the fake of their friends, the fa@tors
abroad, ever fince the year 1744, but, upon the paffing of this law,
many of them quitted the trade entirely, and left it to the new
adventurers ; {o that bat few of them continue it to this day, as )
have been credibly informed. The fucceeding merchants will not
venture large fums; nor, if they can avoid it, will they expole
themf{elves to wait eternally for returns, or let their money lie in
the precarious hands of drapers in Turkey, under great difficultics.
Befides thefe confiderations, others fhould have occurred ; for
“ inftance,
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inftance, granting that any of the merchants at the fea-port towns
could find cloth and other commodities fit to fhip Tor Turkey, even.
'cheaper than in London, whether. they could drefs, " dye, and.
prepare their cloth for:that market? But fadts fpeak for them~
felves. 'What has this mighty. extenfion of navigation”dnd ‘com-:
merce produced 7 For thefe. twenty-fix 'years paft the trade has.
been carried on by four or five fmall thips annually, inﬁﬁﬂd, of twa.
or three large ones; conféquently there has been no. increafe. of .
feamen, For thefe fixteen years paft we have had two new.
* members of the Turkey Company, one from Briftol and. the other.

* from Hualifax, who, as far as I have heard, never fent a fingle bale.
#¢ of cloth to Turkey.” . P. 378, . ‘

As we have charged Dr. Smith with felf-contradicfion, and very

ftrange inconfiftency, it may not be improper to add the following

moft extrsordinary inftadces. ' The Do&or thus moft inconfiffently ftates.
the benefits received by America froms e nratber vouarys————

- ¢ [n what way, thercfore, has the policy of Europe contributed
“ cither to the firlt eftablithment, or to the prefent ’grand:eur of the
‘¢ Culonies of America?  In one way, and in'one way only, it bas,
contributed a good deal. Magna virdm mater! It bred and
formed the men who were capable of atchieving fuch great acons,,
and of laying the foundation of fo great an empire; and there is
no other quarter of the world of which the policy is capable of
forming, or has ever aGtually and in fa& formed fuch men, The
Colonies owe to the policy of Europe the education and great views
of their active and enterprifing founders, and fome of the greateft
** and moft important of them owe to it fcarce any thing elfe.”
Vol. IL. p. 189, ' .

Yet, though the Do&ot fo confidently afferts that it was only in
¢ne way that America owed any obligation to the mother countries,
he very fully contradi@ts himfelf in the following words :

I “ L
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e It is not contrary ‘to juftice < that ~both - Jreland and -Aracica
s fhould contribute’ towards the difcharge of "the “public "debt of -
« Grcat-Bntam * That)debt shas been contéatted i fupport-of the- |
«« government eftablithed by the Rcvaiumort ‘a governpient ta which
“¢-the Proteflants of Ircland dwe not-only the wholé anthority which:
<< they at prefent enjoy in their own country, but every: fecuricye
“ which they poficfs, - for their Iiberty, thein propeity, and theic:
¢ religion ; a goveinment to which feveril of the Colonies of Ame--
“. nca owe the hberty, fecurity; and - property, whick thu.y kave’

¢ evér fince enjoyed.’t That public debt has beed contracted in the'
«¢-defence, hot of Great-Britdin alone, “buf of all’ the- different pro-- ’
¢ vinces of the empu'e: the immeunfe dzbt ‘contfacted in the lute
¢ war, in particular, and a great pact of that contracted in’ the war
“ before, were both properly contxa&ed in defence of America.”’
Vol./ Hp583 PR S ’

" In'the former fenterice; nothing bux thc 1774 atz'ire merit of having

educated her founders, had ever been done by any nation of Europs,
“tor the American worid: but, 1n the latter {entence, things are canged

indeed!  Such want of memery in a great ;"f// fapher is troly exs
trabrd'nary, not ‘is fome of the reafoning lefs wonderful. For
example; take the following' fair appucatmn of the tonchftone: - -

‘It is not contrary to jultice that Hilland (hould contribyte towards
the difcharge of the public. dete of GreatsBritain ;- thiy debt has
Been cont'r.;&cd in ﬁl‘pportof the. government eftubiithed by Qyecm
Elizobethy a oovcrmmnt ta which the Dutch awe every-thing, &c.
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