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SOCIO ECONuMIC REV.IElJJ AND DISTRICT STATISTICAL 
ABSTRACT 1964-65 -

****** 
I Introduction 

1.~ Physical features 

1.11 Location 

Wardha District deriving its name from the 
I t 

river Wardha lies between 20.18 to 21.21 north latitude 

and 78.301 to 99.151longitude. It occupies the western 
lies 

portion of the Nagpur plain and ~!s at the.foot of Satpura 

hills adjoining Amrsoti'District. The District consists 

of a long strip of land in the Wardha river valley, running 

from North-west to south-East along the right bank of the 

Wardha river-, very narrow at the northen ext€omlty and 

gradually extends in width to· 'the south. · 

1~ 12 Boundaries 
I • ~ 

The District is surrounded by four Districts 

of the Maharashtra state, having Nagpur Distric.t at the 

. East, Chanda District at the South, Yootmal at the South

West and Amraoti at the·west, North~est and the.North. 

The river Wardha separates .tho District all along tho 

· western border 'from Amraoti and Yootmal Districts. 

1.13 ~r6nhy. 

Wardha District naturally divides itsel~ into 

two parts, tho North being hilly ·from an inlying spur of 

Satpura, while to tho South lies an:.!.undulating Plain 

intersected by streams, andB~oken hero and thoro by 

isolatod11 hills rising abruptly from its surface. No 
' peak in tho range exceeds 2000 feet: and tho average 

~ght of their summits is not more than 1300 foot or 

1400 foot above the level of tho Plain. Tho length of 

tho hill tract frCJm North-West to' South-East is 50 miles 

and its groatost width is under. 20 miles. It occupies 

about_ one fourth of tho WhCJlo arou of tho District. 



---2·~--·-:--

1.14 Sc:il 

To the south of large villages of ~Ji and 

Hingani and slightly to tho nortp of Nagpur-Bumbay Road, 

tho hills lie out. and the remainder of the Wardha and 

Hinganghat Tahsil is fertile plain, with the exception of 

some low foot hills running along the nortncrn ~undary 

of the Wardha Tahsil and of few snall hills in tho suuth

ca)St of Hinganghat. But this description docs not include 

the level portion of the Arvi Tahsil in the north which is tho ._, 

the nost fertile part of·the District and consists of a 
between· 

strip of land lying~the hills and the Wardha river. The 

soil hero is ·formed of the detritus bruught down fron 

the hills and is highly productive growing singularly fine 

crop of cotton. The plain of Wardha and HinganEhat 

Thasi~ is not so renowned for fertil~ty, but'it is covered 

over most of' its surface with a coating of fertile black u 

.or brown soil of varying depth abvve the basaltic rock. 

· · The Black cotton. s;:;il ·which covers ·the trap is believed 

to be formed by the d0nud<.rtion of basalt combined with 
. ' 

the deposit of hegetable matters. The thickness of the 
I 

.. · soil in the district varies from 10 feet to few inches, 
. : "'.' 

the average thickness ._peing abuut · 2 ·feet.· The soil is 

• generally found intermiY.ed with calcareous tufa or 1kankar!. 

The types of soil that are met. with in the district are 

Kali I, Kali II, Morand and Khardi Bharrii. The Black.suil 

occupi G~ _nearly 84. fo uf· the area of the D.istrict. These 

soils are mostl~· orir,nnl;Grl~i'L·om Deccan trap. The Black 

soil contracts in summer and bel'!omes fissured with crackS •. 

l,l5-Riv~ 

Warr'lha river is the only important river .of the 

District 'which ris:m from the Multai platear\1 on ·the Satpura 

range and flows all along the .northern and Western 

borders dividing the District from old Berar. It meets 

wainganga river near village Seone in Chanda District. 
. h 

·The main tributaries of Wardha river are Ye79da, Wana and 
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Bakli. The other notable rivers in the District are 

Bhadadi, Dham, Bor and Pothara. Although these rivers 

pose great threat and danger to tho villages situated un 

their banks, when they are in spate in Honsovn, there is 

hardly any water in summer. Secondly the beds of these 

rivers are tou deep to make them fit for canal irrigat

-ion. The river Bor is harnessed for irrigation purpos-

-es by constructing a dam accross the river. 

1.16 Hills 

Thehighest points in the District are the 
a 

peaks of/9-ramsur (·1976 feet), Nandgaon and Malegaon in 

the hills of Arvi Tahsil. The trignumetrica1 survey 

station is no:1r Na:chringaon 1227 feet and that near 

Kelz~r, 1132 feet. Tho elevation of tho Plain~ountry 

is betwe-en 700 & 950 feut decreasing to tho south. 

1.17 Minerals 

No minerals aro found in the District. 

1.2 ADMINISTRL-I.TIVE SET UP 

1.21 Revenue Divisiun 

The District is administratively divid~d into 

thrGu Revenue Sub:..Dfvisions each comprising of one 

Tahsil or Taluka. ~ahsil in Vidarbha Region is a fairly 

big unit having about 400 villages and nearly 3 to 4 

times larger than tahsils of Western Maharashtra District

-s • The Tahsils are further Sub-divided in to Rovonue 

circles. 'Thoro are 14 Revenue circles in tho District 

which in' turn arc divided in tu gruups uf villages 

callocl 1Pn'twari Halka 1 being lovkod after by the Patwari. 

Village is the smallest in tho administrative sot up 

The culloctor is rospunsiblu for maintonancG of JaJw 

and urclor bosiclos his baing thu hOLid vf vf1'ico fur tho 

Rovunuu Dupartmunt. Ho is alsu tho lJistrict Hagistrato 

and the District Registrar. Thu Colluc~or is assistud 

by tho Deputy Cullocturs •. '"t tho •ruhsil, tho Sub

Divisiunal Officur louks aftur thu Tahsil adhlinistratiun 
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with .. the assistance vf Tahsildar and a few Naib-Tahsil

-dars. Tho Revenue circ10 is in the c~rgo uf tho 

Revenue Inspectors. 

1.22 Zilla Parishad. 

1st May 1962 is tho landmark in the history of 

Maharashtra State when the system of ~anchayat Raj, 

aiming at Democratic Decentralisation, has been brought 

in to force,by establishing an an~s body of 

Zilla Parishad at tho uistrict level and Panchayat Saoi

-ties at tho Block level. Tho' Institution of Zilla 

Parishad is a deiJocratic set up of local self Govt. with 

wider powers and scope of.work. Ho.nce all the former· 

local bodies like Jan~ad·9abhas, District Development 

Board and District P~nchay~t Board have bo0n abolished 

and their functivns arc transforod to the Zilla Parish-

-ad. ~ elected President is tho Head of the Zilla Pari-

-shad comprising of ~locted memb~rs. 4 Government Offi-

-cer designated as chief Executive Officer has been 

appointed to execute the' powers, functions and Jutios as 

per tho directions and duties of Zilla Parishad. The 

elected parishad forms different subject coouitteos. 

Those subject coLlLlittccs deal with the different subjects 

under power and scope of Zilla Parishad. 

The District is further divided in to Panchayat 

Sanities havin~ elected chairman and members. Tho Block 

Development Officer assists the Panchaydt Saoiti in 

executing the wvrk. Tho ;furisdictiun of the Panchayat 

Saoiti is i~ontical to C.D. Block. 

d. t tho village level, tho Grau Panchay'"~ t is tho 

elected budy rcspunsible fur tho dovoLJpuontal activities· 

0f thu village. 

The Zilla Parishad' anJ tho Panchay~t cianiti in 

the W~rdha District have started functi.;,ni.ng since May, 

62. Thoro arc in all 7 Panchay:..t i;laoiti.:s in th._, lJist

-rict. 
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··. TERRITuRI_AL CHtlN,GBS 

1.31 The territory now oaking W::1rdha District was 

a part of Nagpur District untill 1862, when it was made 

a seperate District on the gruun,d that Nagpur was to 

largo a District anJ that the interests of the very vnlu.-..hlv 

.,.able 'cotton in'dustry in this p~(rt of tho Wardha valley 

needed special supervision •. 

There were no major changes in the boundaries 

of the. District ur· its- adr':linistrati~e- divi~ions sin~e 
·: .. 

1911 though it fot·med part of different States of 

Hadhya Pradesh and Bor.lbay duo to States: Reorg misation. 

Since 1st May,l960, the District forms part of Maharash

-tra State whon the new sta to vf Jvbharashtra was brought 

in to existance bifurcating tho· Bombay state.· 

The District is the·sDallost Dislrict in the 

Maharashtra State apart froD Greater Bombay, having an 

a~oa of 2434 square Diles or 630401 Sq. K. 'Ms. Tho 

District Head quarter was first located at Kaotha, a vill

-age near Pulgaon, bu.t was subsequently transfered tu 

the present site, which was then a villac,q, P~lakwadi and ' . . ·; '' . 

which was na!aed as Wardha after the nane of the river 

Wardha. The greatest length·uf tho District is about 

Eighty milos anrl. the bre::~dth at tho Southern extrmJ.ity 

a buu t 36 niles. 

CLIM,i.TE, TEMPERH.TURE •~lll'D R.~INF<i.LL. 

Climnto anc: Tompurnture 

1.41 Tho climnte .~:l tho District is hot and dry and 

soraewhat Cvolur thanN Nagpur. Tho dnys aro hot anll nic;h*' 

-ts Covl. Tho dliuate is uxtrame in nature as both 

sumoor and winter aro sovuro. Tho hoat of.'-· tho r.1id-day 

in sur.1mcir is littlo bulow than that 0 f tho hottest 
• I 

parts in India. Th~· sunu:1cir· sots in ~uUt~hly frvr.l tho 

middle of Fo~runry and cuntinuos up t 0 tho middlu uf 

Juno vr till l.lunsoun sots in, Tho wintur usu~1lly 

stnrt:1 frvr.L tho HlidUo o:f Uctubur nn·1 unds by Fobru~1ry 
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oidllo thvugh thu niGht L1 Febru~ry continuos to bo quito 

,. Cvld. . . ; 
Thoro is no obsorvatvry in the District fvr 

rocvruing teuper~turc and weathor data but as th~ Dist

-rict is cluso to Nagpur Vistrict and boars tho saoe 

clin3to as that uf NaGpur, Tenpvrature roc~rd c..f Nagpur 

contre is taken fur rmviawing the clioatic condition of 

the District. The teoperature rccurd shows that the 

n.:;nth c..f Hay is the hotest Dynth vf the yoar: while the 

Dvnth of January is Cvnsidered tu bo thu coldest Dvnth vf 

tho yec::.r. 

R .1 INF <l.LL. 

1.42 over tho whvle uistrict the Chief supply of 

rain is frora the suuth-~~est Honsoc..n which sots in ab...,ut 

the oiddle of June and lasts till the end of October. 

The rainfall data is recorded at three centres viz Wardha 

•~rvi and Hing::mgh,, t 1~ o. tho T::lluk.J. Hoauquartors uf tho 

District. The avoraeo rainfall uf tho Uistrict is 43 inch0s 
. . 

or 1082 n.o. and average nunber of ro.iny clays is 58. 

Du~ing the wet puriud tho nunth of ~u~st is usually 

having tho gre.J.tost intensity vf rains follo\ored by July. 

~uc..ns thu talukas tho avorage rainf.J.ll is 

noru vr loss tho sane ]_ ·., .. i.. but tho average decre-:tsos 

when (jne prc..coods frvr.l North to South. 


