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THE,ASSAM OPIUM S~OtiNG 
· BILL 19~5. , 

W4ereas 1t 1s expedient to prohibit the smokinifot opium,and 
wbereas previous sanction ot the Governor-GeneralAhas been obtained 
be 1t bereby enacted as follows:- · · 

' 

t. Th1s Act may be called the Asoam Opium Smoking A~t t925~ 

2 ..• It· extends to the. wllole ot Assam. 

3 •. '.rh1s Act shall come into torce on the first day ·Of January 

t9~7. 

4. In this Act unless. tbe.re is anything repugnant in the 

subject or context:-

5. 

6. 

8. 

( a) " Opium " includes also poppy-heads, preparations 
or admixtures or opium and any preparation trom the 
poppy. . 

(b) " Place " includes a building, house~ shop, booth,' 
tent, vessel, raft and vehicle and any part .thereof. 

It is unlawful for any person to smoke ,opium in ~ny 
shape or form. 

Any Magistrate may issue a warrant in the 'prescribed 
term tor the search ot any house or premises where. he 
has reasonable grounds for .suspecting that the smoking 
ot opium is going on or is permitted; such warrant may 
be executed by any person to whom it may be directed ... , •. 
and such person shall,.if on search ps finds any appliance• 
tor the smoking or opium, take them 1mmed1ately before a 
Magistrate, 'who may pass order~confiscating them. 

It any· person is round smoking or abe~ting the smoking 
ot opium he shall on conviction before a Magis~rate be 
PUnishable with imprisonment of either description tor 
a term not exceeding 6 months or with fine whic~ may 
extend to Rs 500/-:" or with both. · · -- . 

' I 

An assembly of two or more persona is d6s1gnated an opium 
smoking assembly if the common object of the persona 
composing that assembly is .to smoke opium or to prepare 
opium for smoking purposes. . 
. . . I ' - . 
Explanation.- An ··assembly which was .not an opium smoking 
assembly wben it assembled may subsequently become such 
an assembly. . · . · . · 

9. Whoever being aware· of. racts which render an assembly an 
.opium smoking assembly deliberately Joins that assembly,or 
continues therein, is said to be a member of that assembly. 



. . - - ' 
1q. The Presence or aey.op1wn and or· any pipes. or appare.tus 

·for l.lle smoking o.,- opl.wn .and of an)l ap:para tus used 1n tbe 
:Preparation or Opium in any· place wbere two or more peraona 
are assembled ahall be held s~fticient to raise a presumption 
tllat s®h persons have assembled at a~ch place tor the p~oae 
ot amoking or opium or or preparing opiwn tor smoking p~poaea 

-I • , 

t t. Whoever is a member of an opium smoking assembly shall. be 
: P~iabed w1t.h a1mple imprisonment tor a term which mar extend 

·to two_ months, or wi.th tine which ·mat extend to two h~dred · 
·ruppea, or with both. · · · 

1~·. Whoever opens~ keeps or ~sea anr place or permits anp place ' 
to be opened, kept or ~sed for the purposes ot an opium 

. smoking asaembly, or has the. care· or management or, or/in any 
' way assists 1n cond~cting the business ot, anr place used or 

kept tor the p~rposes aforesaid shall be p~iahed wi th• .· • ..... 
imprisonment ot either description tor. a term which may extend 
to one year, or with fine which mar extend to one thousand. 
~upeea, or .with both.. · 

''·· Whoever having beon previously convicted of an offence ~der 
sections 1, nior ~~ is again convicted or ·an offence ~der 
th1a Act, shal be.liable to twice the p~isbment which 
!light be ~mpoaed on; a tirat.conviction ~der this· Act. 

I . • , . • , . . • , • . . 

14. If a Magistrate or the firs* class upon information received 
and after s~cll inquiry(it any) aa he considers necessary 
has.reason to believe tpat any place is used. tor the p~oses 
ot an opium ·smoking assemblr, be may isa~e a W!U'l'ant to an · 

. Officer or the EXcise Department not below the rank of an 
· Inspector, a~thorising him.-· · · · 

. . 

- . ' . ' ' 

{a) to enter •~ch Place by day or night with any persona 
a~ch officer may_ consider · 

' ' 

· whose as.,iatance 
necessary$ · 

(b)· to aearch all parts of a~ch. place 1n· which ucll off'1c_. 

(a) 

' .. 
bas reason to_believe tllat any opi~m or any. 
-·aPParat~a tor· the- preparation or opiUD( or tor. 

, ·opium smoking is concealed and all' or any persona 
. . whom/ he mar find 1n •~ell place J . . • 
to arrest any person ro~d 1n •~ab place -whom he, haa 
· ·· reason to. believe to· be g~llty of an. offence 

~der this Aat;J · · · · · · · ·. . · 
(d)· to seize all opium and apparatus tor opiwn amok1ng 

or tor the preparation .of opium which mar be ro~d 
· 1n such place. · · ·· 

• . . ' 
15. The provisions of 'the Code or Criminal Proced~e 1898, as· 

amended, shall apPly to tbe exec~tion or warrants iss~ed 
and searches made under section 9. · · 

. • • ' • • • l 

. ' 
·16. Whenever ani officer makes any arrest or se1s~e ~der th1B . 

Act0. be sllall with the leaat possible delay and 1n any ,ease 
witbin.7~ ho~rs·next after s~an·arreat ot:: aeis~re mak~full 
report or• all particulars thereof to his immediate ott aial 
s~per1or; and every person arrested and thing seised _ l • 

17. 

~e forwarded witho~t delay to the officer by whom the ' 
warrant was iss~ed, or to the nearest police station •. . .: . 
Wben any person arrested under this Act is prepared to 
t~ish bail he allall be released on bail or, at the~ 
disC)retion of the ort·icer making tbe ·arrest, ~n h1aA oond. 



tS• BTer,r ottloer of t~ Pollee and tend Reyenua dePartmenta, 
ever1 vlllage headman and ever1 village choukldar shall be bound 
to ~lve.r~aaonable ald ta an7 Bxolae ottloer 1n carrJlng out tbe ! 

_provlalona or tbla Act uPon notlce given and request Dade, . . . 

t9. On tbe. convlotlon of &RJ person tor &tl offence undur: t.hle 
-Act. tn-t Court. ID&J ol'4er that. &RJ OA>lum or anr 1nat.rumeDt or appa
ra~a ln reapect or, or b.J muana ot wnlcb eucb orrenoe·naa be"a 
oom~lt.t.ed or any. rece~tacle, Paok&ge or coverlne ln wblcb eucb 
o~lum, tnet.r~nt, or av~aratwa waa toun~ an- aoy o~ner oontant.a 
or a !loll rece~t.acle, »&cil&ge or ooverlns eiJall be contlacatacl or 
Ilea t.r\),YIId, , . 

. . -ao', No miL61atrat.e ot.ber t.ban a ~let.rate of tbe' tlrato claae 
·a ball .t.rr &IIJ offence pun1abable unuer t.h1e Act..· · .· . 

~ ' ' . 
at '!t ~ Ito al&it · aball 118 ln an7 chll court agalnat. tbe 8ecretar7 · 
or State tor lndla in Oounoll or &IIJ Collector or otfloer or tne 

· Bxclae department for 4amagea tor &D7 act ·ln e;oo4 falt.b cione or ·· 
or4ere4 t.o be 4one 1D Pl&l'auanoe of 1Jl1a ·Act. . . . ' 

~1. N6 olvll OOio\rt. anall t.ry aD7 ult ap1Dat. t.he Secretaey 
Of State of Indla ln council or an1 Colleot.or or ort1car of t.o. 
Exclae departman~ ln respect of anstn1ns done or·alleged to bave 
been done ln pursuance of tnla Act and ~zcept wlth the prevloua 
aanctlon or tile Loca1 Govern~:~ent, no J!ac;btrate a.ball tau · 
oognlsance or &D1 cb&rge made agalnat. anr person under th1a Act 
unleaa the ault or prosecution 1s 1nat1tued wlti11D au montba 
att.er the 4ate of the ac_t compla1ned of. · · . 

. ' 
~.,. ·c a) 'lhetla'ter two or more persona ·are prosecuted tor aD1 

of'tence. under t.hla 'Act,. tbe Jlar;latrate ~~q ,· lt 1 . tor reasons to . 
be r;,oorded bJ h1m1 ne tb1nka tlt., tender t.o US accuae4 a · 
1)al'4on on con41t1on of hla malting a t&&ll and \rile _dlscl~aure of 
all facta connected with tbe ottence. 

(b; Slo\Ob accued persOn wlll become & co111.-•t.ent. wltneaa 
1D t.IW .case ana wlll no.t be Uable tO· Pl.ID1shment 80 'len~ aa tba 
pal'llon rea1Ds 1D. force ... 

~4. (I) Tba Local Government mar make rule• to ·carl'J' out tba 
ObJects ot' thla A.ot. . · ' · · 

. . . . \ 

· · (?) In part1olo\lar an4 without preJudlce to t'ba seneralltJ 
~r t.be toregolns power slo\ob r11.lea IIBJ.-_ . : . · . • 

(a) resul&ie' tba dlapoaal of thlnga cont1scated llftder thla 
., Acta . · · 

(b) prescr1be!t and regulate t~ p&Jm&tlt ot rewarda out. o~ 
· flnea lmpeaed under t.hla Actl . • 

(o) preacr1be and regulate the-act1ona to be taken ln caae 
. ot females. . . · · 

SUTE~)!l]N'r Oll' OBJEC'l'9 MID REASONS . 

'rbe object ot.th18 Blll le to prohlblt the emok1ng Of OplWR 
Tbere la a decldedlJ st~ng publlo oP1n2.on aga1nat opium amoklllg. .. . : 


