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THE  ASSAM OPIUM SHOKING
| BILL 1925. .

‘Whereas it is expedient t0 prohibit the s smoking of opium, and
whereas previous sanction of the Governor-General has been obtained
be it hereby enacted ap followa: -

',
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3.»’

4,

v

This Act @ay be ocalled the Assam Opium Smoking Att 1925:
It extends to the whole of Assam.
This Act shall comallnto force on the firat day -of January

1927, . .

_In this Act unless thsre is anything repugnant in the

' aubject or context:-

5.

7.

_(a) n Opium " inecludes also poppy-beads, preparationa '

or admlxtures of opium and any preparation from the
Poppy. .

{b) " Place " 1includes a building, house, shop, bdoth;
- tent, veassel, raft and vehicle and any part ‘thereof,

It 1s unlawful for any peraon to amoke opium in any

shape or form, - . _

Any Magiatrate may 1nsue a warrant in the prescribed

form for the search of any house or premlses where he

has reasonable grounds for suspecting that the smoking

of oPlum 18 golng on or is permittied; such warrant may

be executed by any person t0 whom 1t may be directed ..
and such Person shsll, if on search he finds any appliances
for the amoking of opium, take thom lmmediately befofe s
Maglstrate, who may pass order‘conflscating them,

If any person is found smoking or abetting the smoking
of oplum he shall on convietion before a Maglsirate be
punlahable with imprisonment of elther description for
& term not exceeding 6 months or with filne which may
extend to Rs 500/‘ or with both

An aaaembly of two or more peraons 1s désignated an oplunm
smoking assembly if the common object of the persons
composing thait assembly is .to smoke oplum or to prepare
opium for smoking purposea,

Exglanation. An assembly wnich waa .hot an opium nmoklng
assembly when it assembled nay subsequently become such
an aasembly. . ‘

Whoever being aware of facts which render an assembly an
.opium smoking assembly deliberately joins that assembly,or

‘eontinues therein, 18 sald to be a member of that assembly,
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1.

L0

he i 0 oplum and of or 2 us
Fhe %Bgs:ggﬁlng g&yoggium and of any pipee or appa?gg A

. um and of anjt apparatus use

Preparation of oplum in any place where tw0 Or more persons
are asgembled ahall be held sufficlient to ralse a presuumption
that such persons have assembled at such place for the purpose
of smoking of opium or of preparing opium for smoking purposes

Whoever 1s a member of an opium smoking assembly shall be

" Punished with simple imprisonment for a& term which may extend

" t0 two months, or with fine which may extend to two hundred - .

12,

i},

14,

‘rupges’, or with both., = -

Whoever opens, keeps Or uses any place or permits any place '
to be opened, kept or used for the purposes of an opilum

8smoking assembly, or has the care or management of, orfin any

way asalets in conducting the business of, any place used or
kept for the purposes aforesald shall bs punished with - - . .
loprisonment of elther description for.a term which may extend
to one year, or wilth fine which may extend to one thousand.
rupees, or wlth both, - ‘ ' o
Whoever having beon previously convicted of an offence under
sectlons 7, 11,or 12 18 again convicted of an offence under
this Act, shali be liable to twice the punishment which
might be lmposed on a first convictlon under thia’ Act,

If a Magistrate of the firas clasa upon informatlon received
and after such inquiry(if any) as he conelders necessary

has reason to believe that any place 1a used for the purposes
of an oplum smoking assembly, he may issue a warrant to an.

,officer of the Excise Department not below the rank of an .

- Inspector, authorising him -~ - - -

5.

16.

{a) to enter such place by day or night with any peraons
B whose asgilstance such officer may conslder '
neceasaryg oo : .
{b) to search all parts of such place in which such officer

haa reason to believe that any oplum or any.
“apparatus for the preparation of opium or for
. "oplum smoking 1s concealed and all or any persons
o - ‘whomg he may find in such place; = )
"(e) to arrest any person found in such place whom he has
" peagon to. believe to be gullty of an offence -

- under this Act;#4 . = IR e
{d) to seize all opium and apparatus for oplum smoking
_or for the preparatlion of oplum which may be found
in such place, : ‘ ' .

The provisldna of ‘the Code of crimina1'§rocedurd 1898, as

‘amended, shall apply 1o the execution of warrants lssued.

and searches made under section 9.

 Whenever any offlcer makes any arrest or seizure under this

Act,. he shall with the least possible delay and in any pass

within 72 bours next after sucharrest or selsgure make ja full
report of all partlculars thereof to hls lmmediate off clal
superior; and every person arrested and thing seiged 1

Pe forwarded without delay to the officer. by whom the

 warrant was issued, or to the nearest police statlon..

17.

‘When any person arrested under this Act 1s prepdred to
furnish bail he shall be released on ball or, at thqga_
dilscretion of the officer making the arrest, on hiq,.ond‘

[+
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13, EBvery orr.to'or of tﬁell’onco' ana ﬁnd Revonus ;l ' -

! ePartuents
every village headman and every village choukidar shall be bound
1o sive reasonable aid to eny Bxcise officer 1in carrying out the
provisions of this Act upon notice given and request made. )
L 19, On the conviotio;: of any person for an offence uudur:thu'
-Act the Court may order that any oplum or any instrument or appa-
ratus in respect of, or by means of which such offence has be.m
comaitted or any reécestacle, Package or covering in which such
Orium, inatrument, or a.yaratus vas founa ang any other contents
Of suclh receptacle, paciage aop covering shali be gonfiscated or
-deatroyed, . : ) - ‘ -

‘90‘. No miglatmt.'ev other than a u;giatraié' o'r";ne'nr-t'. elas;
-8hall try any offence punishable under this Act. ' R
XX 2%, No suit-shali ilﬁl in nny"ctvii court against. 1i.ho éocrotar e
. ;:cﬁ:t;o;“tmdt'rm g:unctl or any Collector or officer of t.h-‘r
artoent for dacages for any act in good faith Gone or -
ordered to he done in pursuance of l:ii.nlm't... ® . S

27. Né olvil court shall try any suit against the Becretary
of State of Indla in Council or a.ng colle:st.:r or officer of the
Exclse department in respect of anything done or alleged to have
- been done in purguance of this Act and except with the previous
sznotion of the Local Government, no lagistrate shall take : )
cognlgance of any charge made egainst any person under this Act
unless the sult opr prosecution is institued within six months
after the date of the act complained of. T

23. (a) Whenever two Or more persons-are prosecuted for any
offence. under this Act,.the Ragistrate may, if, for reasons to ..
be recorded by him, he thinks fit, tender to any acoused a -
Pardon on condition of his making & full and true disclosure of
all facts connected with the offence. .

s ( bj sﬁén accused persdn' will become a comotqnt-ilt.nou
ia the case and will not be léadle to punishzent 80 long as the

-

Pardon remdins in force. ' , .
24, ('I) The local Go'v'ornment nay ;nato x-i:lel to :énﬂ_'y out the

.

_ Objects of thls Act. . o,

. (2} In particular and without prejudice to the generality '
.5 the foregoing power such rules may- - S S R

{a) regulate’' the dlsposal of ithings confiscated under this
“. o~ Actg | Co T
' (b} prescribed and regulate the payment of rewards out of
- .. -~ fines imposed under this Act; \ e
(c) preseribe and regulate the actions to be taken in case
- . of females. .o . . o .

STATEMENT OF OBJECTI AMD REASONS . S

. The objeot of this B11l-1s to Prohibvit the smoking of oplum
There 1s a decidedly strong pudlic oPinion agalnst opium smoking.
. . L . - u . ¢ ' _
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