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. The increasing acuteness of the population problem 
in India has resulted in a more insistent demand that 
methods be devised and used which give a quick and reliable 
measure of the birth and death rates on a current and 
continuous basis.· Scientific approaches .to the•problem 
in the collection of good demographic statistics are now 
recei vin!l attention in· many coun tr"ies where the" reg4.s t.r;:.,;or 
tion· sys t~iii :ts ,poor; .;Tl)\f ~()r:ventiortal vi tal' regist;ration. 
system is limited in data cont~nt and it cannot iatisfy 

. 'J • 
many modern data needs for study of factors rel~ted to 
population change. Further in many of the deveV6ping count
ries, vi tal r·e·g:ts t!;a t,io.n system requires mahy years to 
-reach a "sa tis factor)! ·,-stage of accut,acy -and completeness •. 
In order, to measure,the shott~term'change in" the growth.?f 
population so'essen_!:ial for .planning, the ·system •of •. -, ·ni·: 

S<tmple l,l.egistratio,n;-9J Births and Deaths· iD. "i:ndia:·.(SRSJ:r:<:>"as 
evolved. This' ·SyJ3tem whicli was. estaolished in a .Lew · 1 ~ ·., 
Statea,_in 1966,c;.no~.,.ex.tends to all par.ts of India·. •·: , ,,. . ' .. · ' .. 
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2. The Sample Registration.System ~ps thus reached.a 
stage, of stability and maturiFY;~_The v~st ma6s'of·dat~ 
thrown up by' "the System now requites to be analysed and 
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evalua.ted on a• :lli.o rE> in t,.ens f.ve'- scale tha):l. hitherto. 
Evalu~H,ion o'f 'the data ob't;'a':l:'ned i:hroug4. SRS serves to . ~ 
iml'r~ve the working ~f ~he 'Syste•m· . I!lf~·this c6'rine·c:-ti:QQ.,,a 
S.tudy, T\'am h{ls been s'!t up with .t:he .. ,llf~!l1-ary .' clbject o! .· ,, 
studying .the actual working of•the~sy~tem in~theifiel42 and 
to suggest"' measures. for bringing· out-,,:l.mpr·o·vem•n·t -':ln,J;he 
field· operations., Also. analy ti eal ·.s. tuq:i.es:' 'based. ;o.n: ·.$,R;l 
data are being undertaken. A comprehensive'.listi 'o!f, ,,., 
analytical and· evaluation studies has been _drawn:;up ;,t,o. 
evaluate the different a~pects.of the iystem•~rtd•:&lsQ-,tO 
examine the structure an~ the design •. Ai pointed op~·~Y 
Dr. Forrest E. :Linder "this list. of studie); wi11 be .'M'st 
useful as a check list of matt.ers· to. be" considered b.yJ other 
countries that may be ~orisiderlng .the initiation o~,~dual
report sample vital statistics scheme". · The defi;eiencies 
in this System arising mostly from variations in.the; 
accuracy of field work and in varying levels-of rigo~r 
in supervision could be brought out in the studies listed. 

·The studies have been categorised into:-

i) Efficiency q.f ,tha ·sample design 
ii) Performance of thE! Erll.tmerators & Supervisors 

iii) Matching 
iv) Vital Rates 
v) Infant mortality 

vi) Population 
vii) Migration & 

(iii) 



'' 
~iii} Miscellaneous 

These· studies w_ill be und·ertaken both .. by the Centre. a,:u( 
by States. .. ··· 

. .- . ' . 
··1. The present study of-infant ~6rtAlity ~n' India i~ 

the first of the ~nalytical Study ·series and is aimed at 
providing estimates of infant mortality ana it~ _ccimponents. 
Estimates of ~till birth rate and peri~nat~1 mo~tali~Y-
by sex s1;e als_o furnished. Infant ·mortality is a sensi
tive indicator of the socio-economic and health conditions 
prevailing in the country. It is hoped that this study · 
would be useful in tackling the problem of high infant 
mortality in India. 

4. Sample Registration System is s Centre:..s~at~ 
ventu'te' and the progress regis tet;ed so· far would not. have 
been possible without the active cooperation-~f the 
severa+ implementing agencies in the· States· to whom my 
thanks are due. I am specially thankful to the Planning 
Commission which has taken considerable interest in the. 
establish,;,ent and progress of the-scheme. The compilation 
and analysis part of the study has been an onerous . · 
responsibility of the Sample Registration Unit .C!f t"he 
Vital Statistical Division of this Department •. I wish 
to record my a-ppreciation of the dedicated wo'rk put in by 
the staff of the Sample Registration Unit". · Thh study 
was handled by $hri V .S. Swamy, Senio·r R'es_earch Officer 
and Shri .Lal Krj.sha~ .Asstt. Director of Census· Operations 

· (Te.chnical) unde_r the guidance of Shri V.K.":Ramabhadran, 
Deputy. Reg,istrar General, India (Vital Statis_tic_s).: 
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