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PREFACE 

The Indian Council of Social Science Research has decided 
to promote a major research programme on the problems of 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

One focus in the proposed programme is to examine the 
development of education and its effects among the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. For this purpose, ten States have 
been selected. The education of the Scheduled Tribes will be 
studied in Assam and Meghalaya, Bihar, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh and Orissa and that of the Scheduled Castes in the States 
of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and 
West Bengal. There will be a Project Director for the study in 
each State and two overall co-ordinators for the programme as 
a whole. A common design will be prepared for all these studies 
by a Committee consisting of the two overall co-ordinators and 
the project directors of individual State studies. 

As a preliminary to this Study, the Council desired that 
available information regarding education of Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes should be collected and presented in a 
brief, consolidated form. Accordingly, this booklet, and another 
on Scheduled Castes, have been prepared. It is hoped that the 
academic community will find them of interest and usc. 

New Delhi 
15th September, 1971 

M.S. Gore 
Chairman, ICSSR 



EDUCATION OF THE SCHEDULED TRIBES 

(1965-66) 

Population of the Scheduled Tribes : According to the Census 
of 1961, the population of the Scheduled Tribes was 30.13 
million or 6.8 per cent of the total population of India. 

The percentage of the Scheduled Tribe population varies 
from State to State. It is negligible or small in Stales like 
Kerala or Tamil Nadu and very high in States like Madhya 
Pradesh, Orissa or Nagaland •. The details of the Scheduled 
Tribes' population according to the States and Union Territories 
is given in the Appendix, Table No. I. 

The figures of the population of the Scheduled Tribes in 
1965 arc not available. It has, however, been assumed that the 
percentage of the Scheduled Tribe population to the total in 
each State/Union Territory in 1965-66 was the same as in 1961. 

Overall Enrolment or Scbedoled Tribes In all Edueatloul Inatltu· 
lions : The total enrolment of Scheduled Tribe students 
in all types of recognized educational institutions increased from 
19.22lakhs in 1960-61 to 29.65 lakhs in 1965-66. The corres
ponding figures for girls were 4. 76 lakhs in 1960-61 and 8.05 
lakhs in 1965-66. The break-up of this enrolment between the 
different categories of educational institutions is shown in 
Table 1. 

It will be seen that the additional enrolment during the 
five-year period bas been of the order of 10.44 lakhs. The 
largest increase bas been in primary schools (6.85 lakhs); the 
increase in middle schools was 2.05 lakhs, and in secondary 
schools, 1.11 lak hs. 

The Coefficient or Equality : The important question to 
be asked in this context is: is this enrolment of !he Scheduled 
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Table 1 

Earolmeal of Scheduled Trlb<s by Type of Institutions 
ID 1~1 aod 1965-66 

Number Enrolled 
Type of Institutions 1960-61 1965-66 

Total Girls Total Girls 

2 3 4 5 

SchooiJ 

I. Pre-Primary 4,298 2,061 7,260 3,354 

2. Primary/Junior Basic 13,36,703 3,48,730 20,21,722 5,65,679 

3. Middle/Senior Basic 3,50,252 85,8,938 5,55,348 1,43,111 

4. High/Higher Secondary 94,480 14,157 2,05,398 39,855 

5. Vocational • • 6,036 1,347 

6. Special 409 13 

7. Others • 1,49,675 48,436 

8. Total (Schools) 17,85,733 4,50,886 29,45,848 8,01,795 

9. Colleges for General 
Education 7,266 1,108 13,515 2,318 

10. Coller•• for Profes-
siona Education••• 1,28,932 24,003 5,659 869 

II. Colleges for Other 
Education 176 14 

12. University, etc. .. 426 60 

13. Total (Colleges and 
Universities) 1,36,198 25,111 19,824 3,261 

14. Grand Total 19,21,931 4,75,997 29,65,624 8,05,056 

• Shown against colleges for professional education, as separate 
figures arc not available. 

•• Included under Colleges for General Education. 
"' Includes Schools for Vocational, Special and Other Education also 

in 1.160-61. 
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Tribes in different types of educational institutions adequate and 
how does it compare with that of the other communities? To 
answer this question tentatively, the concept of 'cocffi•;ent of 
equality' has been evolved. 

Let us assume that the Scheduled Tribe population is 'B' 
and that the enrolment of Sched ulcd Tribe students in educa
tional institutions is 'A'. Let us further assume that the 
population of other communities is '0' and that their enrolment 
is 'C'. Then the "coefficient of equality" is defined as follows: 

Proportion of scheduled tribe 
enrolment to the enrolment 
from other communities 

Proportion of scheduled tribe 
population to the population 
of other communities 

= 
B 
b 

X 100 

If equality of educational opportunity were to be provided 
to Scheduled Tribes, it is clear that the proportion of their 
enrolment in any given category of educational institutions to 
the enrolment of other communities should be the same as the 
proportion of their population to the population of other com· 
munities. In other words, the coefficient of equality, as defined 
above, should be 100. In practice, however, this coefficient will 
either be more than 100 or less than 100. If it is more than 100, 
we may infer that, in this particular type of education, the 
Scheduled Tribes arc ahead of the other communities. On tbc other 
hand, where the coefficient of equality is less than 100, it can be 
inferred that the Scheduled Tribes arc lagging behind the other 
communities. 

Taking India as a whole, the percentage of the Scheduled 
Tribes population to that of other communities is 8.7. The 
enrolment of Scheduled Tribe students in different categories of 
educational institutions should, therefore, be 8.7 per cent of 
the enrolment from other communities, if equality of educational 
opportunity has to be provided to the Scheduled Tribes. Table 
2 will, however, show that the Scheduled Tribes are still lagging 
behind the other communities in every category of educational 



12 EDUCATION OP THE SCHEDULED TRIBES 

Table 1 

p.,.....ta~~e Enrolmtal Ratio and C....,Qident of Equality 
for Scbodui..S Tribes Ia lmtitutloas by Type(l960-61 and 1905..(6) 

Sl. Type of institutions Percentage Enrolment Coefficient of 
No. Ratio Equality 

1960-61 1965·66 1960-61 1965-66 

2 3 4 s 6 

Scboolo 

I. Pre-Primary 2.6 3.7 29.9 42.5 

2. PrimarytJunior Basic 6.0 6.7 69.0 77.0 

3. Middle/Senior Basic 3.6 3.7 41.4 42.S 

4. HighfHigher Sec. 1.3 1.7 14.9 19.5 

s. Vocational 2.7 • 31.0 

6. Special • 2.0 • 23.0 

7. Others • 10.7 • 123.0 

8. Total (Schools} 4.7 S.1 S4.0 58.6 

Colle&ea 

9. Colleges for General 1.0 1.2 u.s 13.8 
Education 

···•o. Colleges for Profcs· 10 JJ.S 
sional Education 

11. Colleges for Other 0.2 2.3 
Education 

12. Universities, etc. •• •• •• 

13. Total (Colleges and 1.1 12.6 
Universities) 

14. Grand Total 4.7 s.o S4.0 S1.S 

• Shown against Colleges for Prorcssional Education, as separate 
figures are not available. 

•• Included under Colleges for General Education. 
••• Includes Schools for Vocational, Special and Other Education also. 
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institutions and that the coefficient of equality is stiU much less 
than 100 in every C.Jse. It may even be said that the coefficient 
of equality for Scheduled Tribes is lower than that for tho 
Scheduled Castes. 

It will be seen from Table 2 that the coefficient of 
equality, for India as a whole, was only 54.0 in 1960-61 and 
that it increased only to 57.5 in 1965-66. This implies that tho 
Scheduled Tribes have still a fairly long way to go to even up 
with the educational development of other communities. 

- Perhaps, the most satisfactory position is at the primary 
stage where the coefficient of equality stood at 69.0 in 1960-61 
and increased to 77.0 in I 965-66. 

One more point which comes out from these data 
deserves notice. There is a sharp reduction in the coefficient of 
equality as one moves up the educational ladder. For instance, 
in I 965-66, the coefficient of equality at the primary stage was 
77.0. If the rates of wastage and stagnation among tho 
Scheduled Tribes were to be the same as those in tho other 
communities, the coefficient of equality even at the middle school 
stage should have been 77.0. But we find that this dropped 
suddenly to 42.5. The implication is that the rates of wastage 
and stagnation among the Scheduled Tribes are considerably 
higher than those in the other communities. Tho same con
clusion also applies to the secondary stage where the coefficient 
of equality drops still further, to 19.5. 

At the university stage, the c.>effieient of equality showa 
yet another drop, it being only 13.8 in universities and colleges 
of general education and I 1.5 in colleges of professional educa
tion. It is thus evident that, in spite of the facilities being 
made available in the form of scholarships, the spread of higher 
education among the Scheduled Tribes is still only about 
one-eighth of that in the other communities. 

The broad conclusions that arise from these statistics may, 
therefore, be stated as follows: 

(I) The coefficient of equality of the Scheduled Tribes in all 
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educational institutions is only about two-thirds of that of the 
other communities. It is even lower than that of the 
Scheduled Castes. The reasons for this have to be ascertained 
and early steps have to be taken to raise it. 

(2) The rates of wastage and stagnation at the primary 
and secondary stages arc much higher for the Scheduled Tribes 
than for the other communities or even for the Scheduled Castes. 
The reasons for this also need examination and necessary 
ateps will have to be taken to reduce the existing high rates of 
wastage and stagnation. 

(3) The number of Scheduled Tribe students that go up 
to the university stage is still comparatively very small. Why 
this happens in spite of the liberal facilities provided by 
Government is another point for examination. 

Coefficient of Equality according to State[Unlon Territories : 
The picture with regard to coefficient of equality of tho 
Scheduled Tribes in all categories of educational institutions 
showed considerable variations from State to State. These 

· variations, in so far as total enrolment in all categories of 
educational institutions is concerned, are given in Table 3. 

At the first glance, it will be seen that the coefficient of 
equality is about 100 or more in two States only, Assam (125.9) 
and Manipur (111.4). It is also fairly high i111 Bihar (83.9), 
Maharashtra (71.0), other States and Union Territories (60.0), 
and Andhra Pradesh (55.6). In all other States, it is about SO 
per cent or less. This is a far from satisfactory situation. 

It will also be seen from Table 3 that the coefficient 
of equality has decreased, during the period under review, in 
Gujarat, West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh and Tripura. This is 
not a happy sign and the causes for it need investigation. 

Analysis of tire Position in Different States/ Union Territories 
in Important Categories of Educational Institutions 

We shall now tum to the discussion of the present status of 
the education of Scheduled Tribes in each important category 
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Table 3 

Percentage Enrolment Rollo hid Codflclent of EqaoUIJ 
for Scheduled Tribes In oil Eda.,lloool lalllluU-

Ia 1960-61 aDd 1965-66 

s. Srate/Terrilory Pm:enlage Enrol· Coefficient or 
No. mcnt Ratio Eq114hly 

19~1 196s-66 1960-61 1965-66 

2 3 4 5 6 

I. Andhra Pradesh 2.1 2.5 46.7 55.6 

2. Assam 29.1 28.7 127.6 125.9 

3. Bihar 9.1 9.9 77.1 83.9 

4. Gujluat 9.5 7.8 56.9 46.7 

s. Madhya Pradesh 11.9 15.7 38.3 50.5 

6. Maharashrra 3.9 4.9 56.5 ?J.O 

7. Orissa 12.1 19.8 30.3 49.5 

8. Rajaslban 2.0 7.4 .12.6 46.5 

9. West Bengal 4.2 3.4 53.2 43.0 

10. A. & N. Islands 10.9 38.1 

II. Himachal Pradesh s.o 4.4 40.) 35.5 

12. Manipur 40.9 53.6 85.0 111.4 

13. Tripura 29.5 26.1 54.2 48.0 

14. Orher Srates[Union 
Territories 0.3 0.3 60.0 60.0 

Torat 4.7 s.o 54.0 S1,S 
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of educational institutions in the different States and Union 
Territories. 

Pre-primary Schools : The position regarding enrolment of 
Scheduled Tribes in pre-primary schools recognised by the 
Education Departments in different States and Union Territories 
and the coefficient of equality is given in Table 4. 

At present, pre-primary education is inadequately developed. 
Most of the pre-primary schools, recognised by the State Edu
cation Departments, are private and fee·supported. They are also 
mostly urban. Under these circumstances, it is obvious that the 
children of the Scheduled Tribes, many of whom live in thinly 
populated and inaccessible areas, would not be adequately 
enrolled. As the statistics show, the coefficient of equality has 
been very low at the pre-primary stage-79.9 in 1960-61 and 
42.5 in 1965-66 in India as a whole. Variations according to 
States are givin in Table 4. Surprisingly enough, the 
coefficient of equality for Scheduled Tribes at this stage is higher 
than that for Scheduled Castes. 

Primary Education (Oasses 1-V) : The position regarding 
the enrolment of the Scheduled Tribes in primary schools 
(classes 1-V) varies from State to State and is given in TableS. 

It will be seen from Table S that the enrolment of 
Scheduled Tribes may be said to be satisfactory in the States of 
Assam, Bihar, Maharashtra and Manipur. It is, however. far 
from happy in several States. For instance, the coefficient of 
equality is only 33.9 in Himachal Pradesh, 53.2 in West Bengal, 
55.5 in Tripura, 56.5 in Orissa, 69.2 in Rajasthan and 74.3 in 
Madhya Pradesh. Some special efforts are obviously needed 
in these States, especially as they have large tribal populations. 

Middle School Education (Classes VI· VIII): The position 
relating to the enrolment of the Scheduled Tribes in Middle 
Schools (cl!ISSCS VI-VIII) is given in Table 6. The overall picture 
is similar to that in Table 5, subject to the general observation 
that the enrolment, and consequently the coefficient of equality 
at the middle school stage, is much less than at the primary stage. 
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This, as stated earlier, is dw: to the fact that tho wast~ge rates 
among the Scheduled Tribes an: higher than those for other 
communities. It will also be seen that the coefficient of equality 
is far from satisfactory in Himachal Pradesh (12.1), Andhra 
Pradesh (20.0), Orissa (24.0), Madhya Pradesh (24.1), Tripura 
(26.8) and Rajasthan (29.6). 

A major problem of enrolment of the children from the 
Scheduled Tribes at the primary and middle school stages is that 
they largely live in isolated, thinly-populated and innccasible 
an:as. Unless the programme of Ashram schools is suJJlciently 
expanded, it will not be possible to provide universal education 
to tribal children. 

Secondary Educatloa : The percentage of enrolment of 
Scheduled Tribe students in secondary schools to the enrolment 
from other communities as well as the coefficient of equality in 
1960-61 and 1965-66, arranged according to States/Union 
Territories, arc given in Table 7. 

It will be seen therefrom that the percentage of enrolment of 
the Scheduled Tribe students to enrolment from other communi
ties was 1.3 in 1960-61 and that it increased to 1.7 in 1965-66. 
The coefficient of equality also increased from 14.9 in 1960-61 to 
19.5 in 1965-66. Generally, there has been an increase in the 
coellicient of equality except in Andllra Pradesh and Bihar. The 
sharp fall in the coellicient of equality in West Bengal is probably 
due to some statistical error. The causes for this decline will 
have to be ascertained and the necessary remedial steps taken. 

An important point arises in this context, especially 
because there is a steep drop from the coefficient of equality at 
the middle school stage to that at the secondary stage: who goes 
in for secondary education 1 Is it the brighter boys that get this 
chance or do many of them get eliminated on account of 
economic factors 1 Secondly, in what type of institutions do the 
Scheduled Tribe students get admission 1 Do they get adequate 
representation in good schools or not 1 Then: is an apprehension 
that, in the present situation, when planned efforts by the State 
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Table 4 

Slalowlse P.....,lage Eorolmeut Rallo of Scbeduled Tribes 
to Olbor Communities and Coclflclmt of Equality for Scheduled Tribes 

ID Pr&-Prlmary Schools Ia 1960-61 aod 1965-66 

s. State/Territory Percentage Enrol- Coefficient of 
No. mcnt Ratio Equality 

1960-61 1965-66 1960-61 1965-66 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

I. Andhra Pradesh 0.2 3.0 4.4 66.7 

2. A..,.m 27.0 165.0 118.4 723.7 

3. Bihar 1.5 12.7 

4. Gujarat 0.2 1.6 1.2 9.6 

5. Madhya Pradesh 2.8 2.6 9.0 8.4 

6. Mabarashlra 1.2 1.2 17.4 17.4 

7. Rajasthan 2.9 

8. West Bengal 1.6 1.6 20.3 20.3 

9. Himachal Pradesh 3.6 29.0 

10. L. M. &: A. Islands so 1.5 

II. Tripura 25.6 31.9 47.1 58.6 

12. Other States and 
Union Territories 0.04 0.2 8.0 40.0 

lNDIA 2.6 3.7 29.9 42.5 

(I) The above Table does not also include data about Balwadis, 
etc., conducted by the Department of Social Welfare. 

(2) Data for A. &: N. Islands and Manipur, not available. 
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Table 5 

Statowlse Perc<~~taae Enrolm<at Ratio o1 Sdxodul<d Trlboo 
to Olhu Commualtlea aad CO<ftlclmt or EquaUIJ ill PrimarJ Sc11oa11 

ill 1960-61 aad 1965-66 

s. - Srate{Tcrritory Pero:nla~e Enrol- c ocflkknl or 
No. mcnt Ratio EqWlhly 

1960-61 1965-66 1960-61 196S.66 

2 3 4 s 6 

I. Andhra Pradesh 2.7 3.4 60.0 15.6 

2. Assam 3S.2 35.6 154.4 IS6.1 

3. Bihar 10.7 12.7 90.7 107.6 

4. Gujarat 1S.2 14.1 91.0 84.4 

s. Madhya Pradeab 1S.7 23.1 50.5 74.3 

6. Mabarashtra 7.9 7.3 114.5 105.8 

7. Orissa 13.3 22.6 33.3 56.5 

8. Rajasthan 2.4 11.0 IS.O 69.2 

9. West Bengal 4.4 4.2 54.1 53.2 

10. A. & N. Islands 14.7 51.4 

II. Himal:hal Pradesh 7.8 4.2 62.9 33.9 

12. Manipur 45.4 64.9 94.4 134.9 

13. Tripura 37.2 30.2 68.4 ss.s 

14. Other Stales & 
Union Terriloriea 0.3 0.3 60.0 60.0 

INDIA 6.0 6.7 69.0 77.0 
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Table 6 

Slatrwhe Por«~~laK< Eorolmoat Rallo or Scheduled Tribes 
lo Otber Commllllllloa and CoofHdont or Equality In Middle Schools 

lo 1960-61 aod 1965-66 

s. Slate/Union Percentage Enrol- Cocllicicnt or 
No. Territory ment Ratio Equality 

1960-61 1965-66 1960-61 1965-66 

2 3 4 5 6 

I. Andhra Pradesh 0.8 0.9 17.8 20.0 

2. Assam 20.9 26.3 91.1 115.4 

3. Bihar 8.7 8.8 73.7 74.6 

4. Gujarat 8.7 7.4 52.1 44.3 

5. Madhya Pradesh 7.6 1.5 24.4 24.1 

6. Mabarashtra 2.5 3.4 36.2 49.3 

7. Orissa 13.1 9.6 32.8° 24.0 

8. Rlljasthan 0.9 4.7 5.1 29.6 

9. West Bengal 3.8 4.0 48.1 50.6 

10. A. cl N. Islands 3.0 10.5 

11. Himacl!al Pradesh 3.0 1.5 24.2 12.1 

12. Manipur 38.6 47.0 80.2 97.1 

13. Tripura 14.3 14.6 26.3 26.8 

14. Other Slates cl 
Union Territories 0.4 0.4 80.0 80.0 

INDIA 3.6 3.7 41.4 42.5 

•Figures relate to 1959-60 instead or 1960-61. 
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Table 7 

Statewlse Perceolaae Farolmmt Ratio or Sdl<dul<d Trfbet 
Ia Olber Communltl .. and Coefliclrot or t:quollty ror Sch<dul<d Tribeo 

Ia Hlgb/HigbrrSr<oodtl')' Schools Ia 1!160-6laod 19f>5.66 

s. State/Union Prr<rntoge Enrol• CocOicknt of 
No, Territol')' J!l~t_Ralio Equaluy 

1960·61 1965·66 19~1 196S~ 

2 3 4 5 6 

I. Andhra Pradesh 0.7 0.7 1'.6 1'.6 

2. A5sam 11.0 15.9 48.2 69.7 

3. Bihar 4.1 3.8 34.7 32.2 

4. Gujarat 2.0 2.8 12.0 16.8 

5. Madhya Pradesh 2.4 3.9 7,7 12.5 

6. Mabarasbtra 1.1 2.3 1'.9 33.3 

7. Orissa 3.9 5.7 9.8° 14.3 

B. RaJasthan 0.6 3.5 3.8 22.0 

9. West Bengal 14.6 1.5 184.8 19.0 

10. A. & N. lslanda 7.0 24.5 

11. Dadra 
& Naaar Haveli 21.3 2.4 

12. Hima<:bal Pradesh 3.0 3.3 24.2 26.6 

13. Manipur 21.9 28.4 45.5 59.0 

14. Tripura 0.7 7.1 1.3 13.1 

IS. Other State 
& Union Territories 0.1 0.2 20.0 40,0 

INDIA 1.3 1.7 14.9 19.5 

°Fipra n:late to 1959·60 inltead of 1~1. 
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arc not made for placement of students, it is likely that several 
talented Scheduled Tribe students arc not in a position to proceed 
to secondary education and that many of them have to get 
enrolled in the weak« and more poorly equipped schools. This 
affects their career and is probably one of the reasons why the 
quality of secondary education among the Scheduled Tribes docs 
not improve. These matters will have to be carefully exwnined. 

Connected with this stage is the problem of hostels. A 
large number of Scheduled Tribe studentS admitted to hostels arc 
studying at the secondary stage. Their performance in schools is 
thus intimately connected with the management of these hostels. 
In a hostel which is properly conducted and where individual 
attention is provided to students, it is possible 'to get much better 
results than in another where these essential factors arc not 
adequately attended to. An examination of the working of the 
Scheduled Tribe hostels, especially from the point of view of 
the individual care they take of their inmates, is, therefore, an 
important problem. 

There is one more question to be exwnined at this stage. 
Many of the Scheduled Tribe students who enter secondary 
schools have had their earlier education in weak primary schools. 
They arc not, therefore, as properly equipped for secondary 
education as the average secondary school entrant; and it, !hero
fore, becomes necessary to provide some individual attention to 
these students in the secondary schools to which they are admitted 
if their performance at the secondary stage is to improve. In some 
schools, such provision of individual attention is done from a 
sense of social responsibility; but it is feared that many schools 
do not take the necessary steps in this regard. It is, therefore, 
necessary to find out to what extent the Scheduled Tribe students 
admitted to secondary schools get that individual attention which 
they need and to suggest concrete measures under which this 
could be made available to all the students. 

Vocational Education : Details of enrolment in vocational 
schools of different categories are available, separately for each 
category, for 1965-66 only. These have been given in the 
Appendix (fable VII). It will be seen therefrom that the total 
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enrolment of Scheduled Tribe students in aU vocational schools 
in 1965-66 was 6,036. Of this, the largest number (2,656) was 
enrolled in Teacher Training Institutions. Next came Technical 
Schools with an enrolment of 2,137, followed by commercial 
institutions with an enrolment of 427. Agricultural institutions 
had an enrolment of 351. The least enrolments were registered 
in nursing, mid-wifery and compounding (151) and music and 
fine arts (110). The need to emphasize increasing enrolments in 
vocational, and especially in para-medical, courses is obvious. 

Taking all categories of 'vocational schools, it is seen 
that the enrolment of Scheduled Tribe students was only 2.7 
per cent of the enrolment from other communities in 1965-66. 
This gives a coefficient of equality of 31.0 only. The details of 
this coverage, according to States/Union Territories, is given in 
Table 8. It is necessary to investigate I he causes that impede 
adequate enrolment of the Scheduled Tribe students in technical/ 
vocational institutions and to adopt appropriate remedies. 

Special Schools : Tho Special Schools generally include 
institutions meant for physically and mentally handicapped 
children and reformatories. Separate information regarding the 
enrolment of Scheduled Tribe children in these schools is avail· 
able for 1965-66 only. The total enrolment in the country as a 
whole was 409 (of which 13 were girls) which forms 2.0 of the 
enrolment from other communities and gives a coefficient of 
equality of 23.0. 

Other Schools: This group of educational institutions 
includes adult education classes, institutions for oriental studies 
and other miscellaneous institutions. Taking the country as a 
whole, the enrolment of Scheduled Tribes in these instilutions 
was 1,49,675. The bulk of this enrolment was in sill States 
Maharashtra (71,511), Orissa (22,832), West Bengal {11,867), 
Andhra Pradesh (11,884), Gujarat (8,464) and Tripura (5,318). 
Table 9 shows tho enrolment from Scheduled Tribes, their 
pcn:entagc enrolment ratio to other communities and the 
coefficient of equality in different States and Union Territories. 
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Table 8 

Earolmeal or Scbeduled Tri .... In V0011tlonal(fodmlcal Schools 
ID 196>66 

s. State/Union Total Girls Pereentage Coeffi-
No. Tcnilory Enrol- Enrolment cient or 

ment Ratio Equality 

I. Andhra Pnldcsh 344 68 ,.0 111.1 

2. Assam 1,175 272 16.0 70.2 

3. Bihar 103 64 5.2 44.1 

4. Gujaral 1,079 288 3.2 19.2 

'· Madhya Pradesh 308 38 9.2 29.6 

6. Maharuhtra 1,113 185 2.8 40.6 

7. Orissa 1,055 Ill 10.6 26.5 

8. Rlljasthao 1 0.2 1.3 

9. West Bengal 144 72 0.9 11.4 

10. Manipur 401 176 26.1 54.3 

II. Tripura 26 10 4,, 8.3 

12. Other Stales &: 
Union Terrilorics 129 62 0.1 20.0 

INDIA 6,036 1,347 2.7 31.0 

N.B. Data about Hiow:hal Pradesh and A. &: N. Islands, not 
aw.ilablc. 
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Table !I 

Earolmeat ol Scheduled Trlbel In Schools ror 01~ £4-·-
Ia 1!165-66 

s. Stnle/Union Enrolment Per<:cntaRO Coc:lflcimt 
No. Territory Enrolment of 

Ratio Equnlily 

I. Andhra Pradesh 151 3.9 86.7 

2. Assam 11,884 11.8 SI.S 

3. Bihar 977 1.4 11.9 

4. Oujaral 8,464 13.1 78.4 

s. Madhya Pradesh 2,609 11.3 36.3 

6. Maharashtra 17,511 11.9 172.5 

7. Orissa 22,832 85.6 214.0 

8. Rajasthan 270 0.2 1.3 

9. West Bengal 11,867 8.1 102.5 

10. Himachal Pradesh 2,181 14.6 117.7 

11. Manipur 3,703 112.0 232.8 

12. Tripura 5,318 70.2 129.0 

13. Other Stales & 
Union Territories 348 0.3 600 

INDIA 1,49,679 10.8 124.1 

N.B. Data for A. & N. Islands, not available 
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Clllll5-wise Enrolments : Tho school stage is generally 
divided into 12 classes. The percentage of tho enrolment of 
the students of tho Scheduled Tribes in each of these 12 classes 
to the enrolment from other communities in the same class and 
the coefficient of equality are shown in Table 10. 

II wiD be seen that tho coefficient of equality is highest in 
dass II (80.5). But it begins to drop thereafter because the 
rates of wastage and sta~on are higher for the Scheduled 
Tribes than for the community as a whole. At the end of class 
V, where lower primary stage is completed, the coefficient of 
equality has already dropped down to 46.0. By the end of class 
VII, where the middle school stage is completed, it drops ~own 
further to 29.9; and at the end of class X, when the lower 
secondary stage comes to an end, it drops down still further to 
21.8. 

Universities and Colleges or General Education : In 1965-66, 
the total enrolm!nt of Scheduled Tribes in universities was 
426 (60 girls) and in colleges of general education, 13,515. 
thus making a total enrolment of 13,941 which gives a coefficient 
of equality of 13.8 only. 

The main question that arises in this context is the 
determination of reasons which keep tho coefficient of equality 
at this stage so low in spite of the fact that every student of the. 
Scheduled Tribes is given a scholarship if he were to attend a 
university or a college. This needs, as stated earlier, a very 
careful examin1tion. 

Tho general issues raised at the secondary stage have 
a relevance at the university stage also. For instance, it will be 
necessary to study why there is a steep drop in the coefficient of 
equality from the secondary to the university stage. The type of 
students who are transferred to the university stage and those 
who drop out will also have to bo studied to determine· whether 
it is the more intelligent or the less intelligent group that gets 
kept out. Equally important are the problems relating to 
admissions of Scheduled Tribe students to good institutions and 
the provision of individual guidance to them. In addition, it is 
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Table 10 

Earolmeat ofSdledui«<Trlbd Ia OUIOII-X,I%5-66 

Classes Enrolment Perccntnao Coclllclcnt 
Enrolment o( 
Ratio Equality 

Pre-Primary 7,342 3.0 34.S 

I 10,85,059 7.0 BO.S 

n 5,18,788 H 66.7 

III 3,55,134 4.9 S6.3 

IV 2,58,295 4.4 S0.6 

v 1,87,368 4.0 46.0 

VI 1,27,914 3.5 40.2 

VII 95,774 3.2 36.8 

VIII 66,217 2.6 29.9 

IX 43,024 2.1 24.1 

X 32,622 1.9 21.8 

•xi 20,049 2.6 29.9 

•XII 5,508 7.6 87.4 

28,03,094 5.0 S7.S 

•Some Enrolment in classes XI and XII In U.P. St.1te hat been 
included under the Colleges of General Education. The preoent 
statistics, therefore, do not present a dear picture. in thac two 
classea. 
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also necessary to ascertain the difficulties Scheduled Tribe 
students in higher education have to face and why a large 
proportion of them seem to deteriorate in achievement at the 
university stage. 

The Total Enrolment of Scheduled Tribes in the Universities 
and Colleges of General Education : The enrolment of Schedul
ed Tribes at this stage and the c~efficient of equality is given 
in Table 11. 

Colleges of Professional Education : The enrolment of Scheduled 
Tribe students in colleges of professional education in 
1965·66 was 5,659 (869 girls). Of this, the largest number were 
in Teacher Training Institutions (2,244). Next in order came 
in~titutions of Engineering and Technology (1,644), which were 
followed by Law (527) and Medical Colleges (479). Commerce 
had enrolled 351 students and Agriculture, 190. The details of 
enrolments according to States are given in Table VIII in the 
Appendix. 

. Table 12 shows the coefficient of equality in different types 
of professional education in 1965-66. 

Scheduled Tribe Teachers : Precise data about Scheduled Tribe 
Teachers is not readily available. On the whole, however, 
there is a general view that the recruitment of scheduled tribe 
teachers falls short of the proportional quotas laid down and 
that the discrepacy nbetween the quotas prescribed and the actual 
numbers recruited increases as one goes up the educational ladder. 
There arc also no studies about the difficulties and problems 
which the Scheduled Tribe teachers at different stages-primary, 
secondary, university-have to face in social life in educational 
institutions, in recruitment and in their services. These problems 
need studies in depth. 

Some probletruJ for research and further studies : The preced
ing discussion has shown that the Scheduled Tribes have still a 
long way to go to reach equality with the community as a whole. 
In order to understand the problems that have impeded their 
progress in the p:ut and also to devise measures which will 
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Table II 

Earol....,l or Schodul<cl Trlb<t 
In Unl....,lli<S and Coli<K<s or General Educalloa, 1965-!!6 

Sl. Slale/Union Enrolrncnl Pen:en IBJIC Cocllldcru 
No. Territory Enrolment or 

Ralio Equality 

I. Andhra Pradesh 241 11.4 8.9 

2. Assam 4,S48 D,l 58.3 

3, Bihar 3,491 J.S 20,7 

4. Gujarat 436 (', 7 4,2 

s. Madhya Pradesh 1,213 1.7 5.5 

6. Maharashtra 887 0.7 10.1 

7. Orissa 344 1.5 

8. Rajasthan 470 1.2 3.8 

9. West Bengal 352 0.3 3.8 

10, Himachal Pradesh 69 3.6 29.0 

II. Manipur 859 17.5 36.4 

12. Tripura J(-2 4.4 8.1 

13. Other Srares & 
Union Territories 599 0.1 20.0 

INDIA 13,941 12 13.8 
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Table 11 

Enrolment or Scbnlulod Tribe Students 
In Profesolooal Higher Education, (1965-66), by stages 

s. Type or Education Enrolment Percentage Coe~ient 
No. Enrolment or 

Ratio Equality 

I. A&riculture 190 0.6 6.9 

2. Commerce JSI o.s 5.7 

3. Engineering 
& T c:chnoiOBY 1,644 0.6 6.9 

4. Law 527 1.6 18.4 

5. Medicine : 

(a) Allopathy 411 0.7 8.0 
(b) Others 68 o.s 5.7 

6. Teacher Training 2,244 1.5 17.2 

7. Others 100 0.9 10.3 

Total 5,659 0,8 9.2 
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accelerate their progress in the future, it is necessary to study 
the several problems that have been referred to already. How. 
ever, they may be summed up, for convenience of reference. as 
follows: 

(I) Why is the coefficient of equality of the Scheduled 
Tribes still low? Why is this coefficient especially low in some 
States? 

(2) What arc the special problems which the Scheduled 
Tribe students ha·te to face at the primary stage? How can their 
enrolment at this stage be increased? 

(3) Why is it that the rates of wastage and stagnation at 
the school stage are higher in Inc case of Scheduled Tribes than 
in the cummunity as a whole? What measures can be taken to 
reduce them? 

(4) Who arc the Scheduled Tribe students that arc trans
ferred from the primary to the secondary stage? 

(5) What difficulties arc faced by them at this stage? 

(6) Who are the Scheduled Tribe students that ore 
transferred from secondary to the university stage? 

(7) What arc the difficulties experienced by Scheduled 
Tribe students in getting admission to good secondary schools, 
good colleges and universities in the country? How can these 
difficulties be minimised? What special educational problems 
(e.g. language load) do they have? 

(8) Do Scheduled Tribe students admilled 10 secondary 
schools, colleges and universities get enough personal altention 
and individual guidance necessary for them? If not, what 
arrangements can be made for this puropose? 

(9) How is the programme of scholarships to Scheduled 
Tribe students at the university stage operating in practice? 
What arc the practical difficulties experienced by the Scheduled 
Tribe students in this reprd and how can they be overcome? 
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( 10) How arc the Ashram Schools and hostels for Schedu
led Tribe students at the secondary and university stages being 
managed at present? How can their management be improved? 
What measures can be adopted to secure increased accommoda
tion for Scheduled Tribe students in the general hostels? 

(II) What are the difficulties faced by Scheduled Tribe 
students in getting admission to vocational and technical schools 
and colleges of professional education? How can these difficul
ties be minimised? 

(12) What are the problems faced by Scheduled Tribe 
teachers of various categories in urban and rural areas, in social 
life, in educational institutions, in recruitment and in the 
services? How can these be removed ? 

A comprehensive programme for a study of these problems 
on a national basis is now being developed in the Indian Council 
of Social Science Research. 
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APPENDIX 

Table I 

Population of Schedaltd Tribes (1961) 

Sl. Statco p",pulatioo or P<rc:cnta.., to 
No. Scheduled total populo· 

Tribes tioo 

I. Andhra Pradesh 13.24,168 3.7 

2. Assam 20,64,816 17.4 

3. Bil\ar 42,C4,770 9.1 

4. Gujarat 27,54,446 13.3 

5. Jammu and Ka•hmir -· 
6. Kerala 2,12,762 I .3° 

7. Madhya Pradesh 66,78,410 20.6 

8. Maharasbtra 23,97,159 6.1 

9. Mysorc 1,92,096 o.a• 
10. Orissa 42,23,757 24.1 

II. Punjab 14,132 o.o• 
12. Rajasthan 23,09,447 II.S 

13. Tamil Nadu 2,51,991 0.7• 

14. Uttar Pradesh -· 
IS. West Bengal 20,54,081 5.9 

16. Nagalaod 3,43,697 93.1 .. 

17. And a mao and N icobar 14,122 22.2 

18. Delhi 

19. Himachal Pradesh 1,08.194 8.0 

20. L.M. & A. Islands 23,391 97.o•• 

21. Manipur 2,49,049 31,9 

22. Tripura 3,60,070 31.5 

23. Dadra & Nagar Havell 51,259 8M.4•• 

24. Pondicherry N.A N.A. 

25. N.E.F.A. 2,98,167 88.6 

3,01,30,184 6.8 

0Data not studied because or tbc small population or trobals. 
••Data for tribal population is not very different for total Wile data. 
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Table II 

Emolmeat or Scheduled Tribes In Educallonal laslltotlooa 
or all Categories iD 1960-61 & 1965-60 

Sl. State[Territory 1960-61 1965·66 
No. Total Girls Total Girls 

I. Andhra Pradesh 69,394 21,530 1,04,149 34,634 

2. Assam 3,22,387 1,15,774 4,49,680 1,74,199 

3. Bihar 3,43,792 69,092 4,42,091 1,03,184 

. 4. Gujarat 2,33,721 62,7~3 2,57,984 75,S33 

s. Madhya Pradesh 2.5~.033 34,386 4,71,914 89,970 

6. Maharllhtra 1,93,229 46,604 3,44,454 1,05,963 

7. Nasaland 47,619 17,097 73,649 25,733 

8. Orissa 1,62,343 31,870 3,H,317 80,325 

9. Rajasthan 28,344 1,611 1,41,651 15,640 

10. West Bcnpl 1,37,394 26,724 1,60,997 33,410 

II. A. and N. Islands N.A. N.A. 1,028 295 

12. Dadra and N.A. 
Napr Havcli 

N.A. 4,135 634 

13. Himachal Pradesh 4,951 665 7,605 2,026 

14. L.M. & A. Islands 4,109 1,340 5,127 1,717 

IS. Manipur 4S,998 13,476 74,654 24,688 

16. Tripura 27,144 1S,S47 38,48S 10,012 

17. Others 51,473 11,528 72,704 27,093 

INDIA 19,21,931 4,75,997 29,65,624 8,05,056 
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Table Ill 

EarolmeDt or Scb<duled Trlboo Ill Primary Sdoooh 

Ia ·~· ..... 1965-66 

Sl. State/Territory 1960.61 196~-66 

No. Total Girls Total GTill 

I. Andbra Pradesh 12 7 143 74 

2. Assam I,S99 82S 196S 997 

3. Bihar 44 19 

4. Gujarat 98 43 718 319 

s. Madhya Pradesh 318 149 401 IS. 

6. Maharashtra 380 173 3H 171 

7. Nagaland 

8. Orissa 

9. Rajasthan 2S 12 

10. West Bengal 110 4S 140 S9 

II. A. & N. Islands 

12. Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli 

13. Himachal Pradesh 16 6 

14. L.M. & A. lslanda 13 12 

IS. Manipur 

16. Tripura 1761 8U 3252 4460 

17. Others 20 4 170 71 

Total 4298 2f61 7260 335<4 
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Table IV 

Eorolmeat of Scheduled Tribes In Prlmai')'/Juolor Basic Schools 
In 1960-61 aod 1965-66 

Sl. Stale/Territory 1960-61 1965-66 
No. Total Girls Total Gjrli 

I. Andhra Pradesh 61,694 20;237 91,215 32,020 

2. Assam 2,51,392 97,050 329,367 1,35,802 

3. Bihar 9,35,~84 51,771 311,845 75,545 

4. Gujaral 87,935 23,829 97,856 26,266 

5. Madhya Pradesh 2,07,189 31,191 397,432 81,347 

6. Maharashtra 1,17,524 30,988 129,3C9 40,656 

7. Nasal and 32,726 12,128 44,979 16,513 

8. Orissa 1,40,003 29,566 263,550 71,942 

9. Rajasthan 19,901 1,079 111,746 14,496 

10. West Bengal 92,657 22,053 119,638 28,851 

II. A. & N. Islands 881 267 

12. Dadra & 
Nagar Haveli 2,508 459 

IJ. Himachal Pradesh 3,440 480 3,299 819 

14. L.M. & A. Islands 1,920 1,123 1,886 76 

I 5. Manipur 32.697 10,731 51,152 18,423 

16. Tripura 19,741 4,883 25,983 6,578 

17. Others 32,300 11,621 39,076 14,928. 

Total 13,36,703 3,48,730 20,21,722 5,65,679 
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T•ble V 

Eurolmenl or Scbedultd Tribes In 1\llddle/S..Uor a..Jc Scboola 
Ia 196().61 IIDd 191>5-66 

s. Stale(ferritory 1%0-61 1965·66 
No. --totil-~- Girls Total Girli 

I. Andhra Pradesh 2,386 641 5,034 1,383 

2. Assam 32,697 8,885 56,126 18,668 

3. Bihar 63,113 12,223 99,660 21,667 

4. Gujaral 1,14,523 35,713 1,33,757 44,555 

5. Madhya Pradesh 31,627 2,430 51,751 6,972 

6. Mabarasblra 53,350 12,903 1,04,569 24,262 

7. Nagai and 10,42S 3,737 19,571 6,749 

8. Orissa 11,632 1,446 17,438 3,056 

!1. Rajasthan 2,781 150 19,036 822 

10. WcsiBengal 7,246 937 !1,391 1,018 

11. A. cl N. Islands 50 12 

12. Dadra cl 
Nagar Haveli N.A. N.A. J,4U 171 

13. Himachal Pradesh S89 lOS 443 170 

14. LM. cl A. Islands 1,313 147 2,081 307 

IS. Manipur 7,060 1,713 10,665 3,267 

16. Tripura 1,212 187 1,870 411 

\1. Otben 13,298 4,721 22,4!4 8,811 

Tolal 3,5!',252 85,938 5,55,3411 1,43,111 
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Table VI 

Earolmeat of Scheduled Tribes In Sccoadal')' Schools 
Ia 1960-61 and 1965-66 

s. State/Territory 1960-61 1965-66 
No. Total Girls Total Girls 

I. Andhra Pradesh 3,359 SIS 6,188 1,014 

2. Assam 21,120 4,458 43,996 13,284 

3. Bihar 19,573 3,592 24,105 4,531 

4. Gujarat 6,901 891 15,415 2,805 

5, ~adhya Pradesh 6,211 339 17,568 1,058 

6. ~ahara•htra 8,131 889 29,753 5,432 

7, Nasaland - 4,136 1,208 8,356 2,352 

8. Orissa 3,595 240 9,944 863 

9. Rajasthan 1,189 17 9,617 291 

10. West Bengal 10,533 82 18,975 2,421 

11. A. & N. Islands 97 16 

12. Dadra & 
Nagar Havcli ss 4 

13. Himachal Pradesh 890 78 l,S16 241 

14. L.~. & A. Islands 486 29 762 43 

15, ~ani pur 4,004 619 1,156 2,094 

16. Tripura 94 132 1,908 416 

17. Others 4,258 1,065 9,327 2,990 

Total 94,480 14,157 2,05,398 39,855 



Table vn 
Earolmeot or Scbeduled Tribes Ia dllfereottypes or VocatloDai/Tedmlcal Schools Ia 1965-66 

s. State/Territory Teacher Asriculture Commerce Nursing} Technical Music and Others Total 
No. Trainins Midwifery Fine Aru 

and 
Compounding 

I. Andhra Pradesh 45 296 3 344 
2. Anam 500 6 345 296 28 I,17S .. 
3. Bihor 15 88 103 ;. 
4, Gujarat 653 69 82 32 192 2 49 1,079 % s. Madhya Pradesh 13 29S 308 ~ 
6. Maharashtra 673 234 2S 46 18 117 1,113 :>'1 
7. Nag&land 102 56 158 
8. Onna SS7 26 30 393 23 26 1,055 
9. Rajasthan I I 

10. West Bengal II 131 2 144 
II. A. & N. Islands 
12. Oadra & Nasar Haveli 
13. Himachal Pradesh 
14. L. & M.A. Islands 
IS. Manipur 114 IS 39 196 36 I 401 
16. Tripura I 3 19 3 26 
17. Olhen 

TOT AT 2.656 351 427 IS7 2.137 110 198 6,036 ... ... 



Table VIII 

Eutolmeut or Schodulod Tribes In Colleges or Prorosslonal Education (1965-66) 

s. Stale/ Agriculture Commerce Engineering Teacher Law Mcdicmc Nursing Olhcn Total a No. Territory and Training Allorathic 01hcrs and 
Technology Mid- <= ,., 

wifery > 
:::! 

I. Andhra Pradesh 13 so 18 21S 0 
6R 62 3 I z 

2. A\!Dm 30 107 287 171 3 IS 613 0 3. Blhnr 19 5 353 1286 172 17 s 1857 ., 
4. Gujrnt 17 8 112 II 2 9 7 2 168 :::! s. Madhya PradC!h 34 53 177 2N4 16 33 7 604 ;;; 
6. Mnhnrnshtra 73 127 436 48 II 33 12 63 23 826 
7. Nagaland "' , 
8. Orissa II 68 so s 14 4 154 = 9. Rajasthan 16 8 57 246 10 13 23 5 378 "' 0 

.10. Wcsl Bengal 2 119 76 56 4 25 25 307 <= 
II. A. & N. Islands h; 
12. Dadra & 0 

Nagar Haveli ;1 13. Himachal Pradesh 2 6 13 21 
14. L.M. & A. Islands Ci 
IS. Manipur 74 18 26 118 Ill 
16. Tripura 10 IS I 26 
17. Others 3 100 ISS s 70 25 II 2 372 

Total 190 351 1,644 2,244 527 411 68 122 100 5,659 


