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proper approach to the study of requirements and . . 

~lanning of space and the structure itself. I hope 

the report will be of great help to the people 

inchurge of design of court buildings in future. 

I take this oppnt..tnity of thanking 

Shri C.P. Malik, Chairmr~n of the Panel and the i-1er.1bers 

for the trouble they hav0 taken in preparing this 

report. 

Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, 
Minister for· Home Affairs & 

Yours sincerely, 

S.K. PATIL 

Chairman, Co~~ittee on Plan Projects, 
Government of India, 
Ne\·1 Delhi. 
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INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Cc~~ittce on Plan Projects has been 

engaged for the past few years on the evaluation 

apd critical analysis of different types of projects 

with a view to spellin& out requirements on rational 

basis, suggesting "he laying of norms for planning 

and making other connected proposals for optimum 

utilisatiotJ of money and materials. Detailed 

studies have been undertaken on multi-storeyed 

buildings, residential buildines, industrial estates, 
• 

storage structures etc. and reports have been 

published. One, amongst the subjects· taken up for 

study, is court buildings. 

1.2 In the Second Plan, a few court buildings, 

have been constructed.. Notable among those newly 

constructed is the multi-strreyed court building 

in Delhi. Adoption-of mult:-storeyed buildings 

for courts is a departure f!'or. the trfldi tio;1n.l style 

and has been necessitated by the pressure en land. 

This brings in certain problems like schematic 

arrangement of court rooms, juxtaposition of 

waiting space, provision of cjrculaticn space etc. 

for which satisfactory solution h~F. to be found 

by a detailc,d study cf requirements. As a number 

of court buildings may h2.ve to be put up in future, 

the Co~ittee on Plan Projects thought it desirable 

to ma};:e a cetailcd study o:!" court buildines in 
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general and lay down requirements, norms on design 

efficiency method of cost reduction etc. A Panel 

with the following composition wa~ appointed for 

this purpose under the Chair~anship of Shri C.P. 

Malik, the then Director, National Buildings 

Organisation nnd M0cbcr c•f the Buildings Projects 

Tenm, 

... 

Shri C ,p, !t.alik, 
Nember, B.l'. Teai!!. 

Justice H.R. Khanna, 
High Court, Punjab, 

Shri R.R. Sin~h, IAS, 
Jt, Educational Adviser, 
Mini~try of iduoatio~, 
New Delhi, 

Shri s.;:, Joglell:ar, 
Chief Architect'; 
C.P.W.D., N, Delhi, 

Shri Tara Chamd Nuthur, 
President Jf the Bar 
fts~nciation, Delhi •. 

Shri T.s. Vedac:iri, 
Superintcmc:..ng En,;.ine<.:.r & 
M€:mber-8ecretary, B.P. :!:'e:li,I, 

ChairLJan 

Member 

Member 

·Hember 

Member 

MeLJber­
Secrctary, 

1. 3 To start with, tl.e PatH:~l ob';ained information 

regardi~g court buildin~c constructed all ever the 

country, Tho nnalJ•sis of inforLJntion so collected 

is ~iven iri ~ppcndix 1. 

1,4 To acqu'lint thei:Jselves with the various 

functional and other aspects of courts, the Panel 

visited selected court buildings in the country, and 
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had discussions with JudGes, Lawyers and the litigant 

public. These sit~ inspections end discussions 

brought out that the concepts cf requircLlents vary 

from place to place nnd that no scientific enquiry 

on the subject has been carriee out in the past. 

It was seen that sene of the rootlS were lavishly· 

designed, thdr shape was net sui ted fer the required 

purpose thereby leading to low space utilis~tion; 

facilities for the lawyErs and for the public 

were not carefully thoucht of and tho relQtive 

positioning of the various facilities was defective; 

there was sharp criticism of the court buildings 

by various sections of the users. .These factors 

confirmed the need for a systematic approach 

to the problem. 

1.5 The Panel instituted a few detailed studies 

of court buildings with a view to tracing the 

various flow patterns, sizes and inter-relationships 

of facilities etc. Based on these nnd the site 

inspections the Panel bus come to ce~tain conclusions 
• as to the functional requireuonts of buildings, the 

method of plunnin.:; then.out and the avenues 0f 

possible cost reduction, These are containc;d 

in the following ~ections of the report: 

1.6 The Panel is extremely thankful to the 

State GovcrnPcnt.s and the judicial authorities 

for the coopor~tion extended for on-the-spot 
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study and inspEctions end the infornation they have 

supplied. 
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Section 2. 

Classific~tion ~nd Space Requirements of Courts 

2.1 The courts in Indi~ oay be divided into 

three categories: those dA~line with (i) criminal 

cases, (ii) civil cases, and (iii) revenue cases. 

Functions vary accordingly but the fund~uJentals 

of the layout are fairly comnon. 

Further bused on the e:xtant cf sp<1ce require­

ments, the courtc can be divid~d into the followine 

four classes : 

Category 

Class I 

II 

Sivil 

District 
Judge 

11<iCl. Dist. 
Judge. 

III Senior 
Sub-Judge 

or 
e'!uivalent 

Crini n~.J. 

.Tudge 

Di3';;rict 
Nagi:;trate 
Ad<il. Sessions 
Judge 

Asst.. St'ssions 
Judge 
Acdl. L:'.strict 
Hugi.s<;rc: te 

Revenue 

C•J-"''ll ssio.oor 

C::>llector 

IV Sub-J~dges, Subordinate Aest. Collector 
Munsiffs & Magistr~te & 
Judges of Bony. ~agistrata 
Small Caus'-'S. 

The post of the Di~trict nnd .sessiuns is 

normally a co;:r;birecl r•ne anrl heir by the slll!l.:; pcrso:-:. 

Th f • L • "d ero ore, Gn_y ~n~ ~cur. ~coD ~c rcqa1r0 • Similar 

is the ccse wjt~ tl,~ ~~~it:c~~~ ~istrjct U[J 

Sessions Jud.::;c.s anu ::;.lso ::it'. ~.:;.c Call:::ctrr ll1d 

District i1ae:.;;;:·rot-:. 
' 
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2,2 Gcncr~l Rcouircccnts: 

i•s t:cntionec above, whether it be a civil, 

criminal or revenue court, the functional require­

ments are more or less the same. The size has to 

vary to suit the quantum of work, In contrast to 

civil courts, allcriminal courts need a prisoners' 

dock and appurtenant fac~lities. 

The normal rc~uireme~ts of a court may be 

stated as follows:-

I. Judicial Wing 

1 ) Court 

2) Retirinc room for the Judge 

3) Space for 

a' 
' Steno 

b) Reader ••••• (Sits mainly in 
the court room) 

c' I Translator ••••• (only in Sessions 
Court) 

d' I Copy Clerl: ...... ( -do- ) 

e) Ahlman 

f) Witnesses 

4~ Judi.cie.l lock-up 

5) Roo::a for Govr:'rn~en"; Pleader 

6) Room for prosecuting 

II, AdministrCJ.tive Hina 

1) Library 

Ir.spector (-Jnly in 
Nagistrate•s 
Ccurt) 
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2) Spaca for 

-'-) Superin-cende;n. 

~) Engl~sri Clerk & x~~L. Engl~sh Clerk 

c) Typi.:t 

d) !·:az: r 

e) Copyists and loava reservc3 

3) Malkhana \Property roores) 

4) Reco~d room for 

a) Records 

b) Record Keeper 

c) Inspection Clerk (for ins~ection of 
records) 

5) Stationery ~nd form stdre 

6) Mali ! Sweeper (Tools) 

III. Lawyers Win& 

1 i 3a::- ~o orr. 

2) :..n :- o.ry 

3) Cc~e~l~at~un ro~n ~-~-~ded into cubicles 

IV. P;.tblic Amet:i ties 

1) En~ra~ce Hall 

2) Enquiry Offi:~ 

3) Wai tir.g spe.ce a:lje>.ce-ut -~,, ";:1F.. court room 

4~ Waicing shod ~ith l~~atorite 

5} Post Office 
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v. Ancillaries 

1) General Canteen 

2) Accommqdation for·p~tition writers, 
Scribes and Typists. 

3) Stamp Vendors' booths 

4) Space for parking cars, rublic conveyances, 
toneas, cycle: stand and hawkers. 

The exact sp?.Ce rcquirencnts under the above 

heads would have to he 3ssesscd i~dividually for each 
and 

station L will depend U!Jon the n:'lgnitude of litigation 
on 

o.nd Lthe f~ct whet!:er there is one or more courts grouped. 

While doing so, provision also be made on a rational 

basis for future expansion. The Panel feels that 

the following should be the bRsic considerations for 

the design of various units. 

2.3 Judicial Wing 

2.3.1 Court Roon: This is the most important unit 

of a court building and requires careful planning. 

The Panel has studied ·1arious plans and feels that 

the following are the basic requirements. 

1) The d:d.s to be sp·o.cious e'lough to 
accommud~~e Judges, Reaccr's and 
Ste~o's seate ~nd ta~leE, and some 
librr.ry shelve:;. · 

2) \vitness Box . 
. 

3) Prisonert;' Dock 

4) Lawyers sects and tables 

5) Seating accommodation for the 
public an~ the press. 
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· Based on the layouts prepared by the Panel, 

it is considered that the length of court rooms 

should be 45' for Clasc I, 40' for Class II & 35' 

to III& IV types except in the case of Small 

Causes Court where it will be 40 1 • The width 

should be 25 ft. f;:,r the cri~r.inal court ·:J.nd 

20 ft. for ~ civil court, sinc6 the form~r needs 

adc'itional acconmodation for prisoners' neck. 

An oblon£ room obviously is better suited 

for efficient space utilisation, than u·room of 

squarish shape, but it should not be too narrow, 

as the circulation of the main part of the court 

must not be cramped. A model layout prepa~ed 

by the Panel is illustrated in Appendix II. 

2.3.2 Dais 

The dais should consist of: 

a) a masonry platform, the floor of which 

should be kept two steps, i.e. 15", higher than 

the floor of the court room; the tables and chairs 

for the reader ar.d th~ stenog.apher to be kept at 

this lev;)l. ~he table is cf 30" standard height. 

The masonry platform should be built acrcss the 

full width of the court room. Its wid+h (depth) 
• 

can be 12' for courts of Class I and II types 

and 10' for others. 
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b) r:. 3ubsidi.:..ry raised wooden or masonry 

pl.- tforr.1 over the LJ[;.in masonry platforn nent1oned 

<.0ove; r·nd level of this to be at 3 steps, i.e, 

21" hi.;her thFtn the floor of the court room. The 

rrisee ~latform should be sufficiently lon~ ~nd wide 

to contLin the tc~le and the ch~ir of the_prssiding 
' officer, le~vin£ sufficient roow for & G~n~way ~t 

The judGe should be so seated t:.2t he has the 

comt,!and of the proca-cdngs 2nd z.t the sc:.Iile tiiLe 

his rcFde: ~ce steno should be a~le to serve hiLl 

quickly. 

The lz.wyer pleading a case should also be 

able to address the judge conveniently and r~ceive 

his attention. wnile contestin6 the cases 

lawyers have to refer tc books 2nd files. For 

this ~urpose it will_be ~dvantageous if~ writing 

desk is provided along the rail of the d~is. 

There should be sufficient space for the parties 

to the suit, to be able to follow the proceedings. 

The seat:nc arranGements for the waitinG· 

l:c.wyer:; shoulc! be ::.r:!))lr 2.nd convenient to enable 

them to take intelliget.t inter,.st j_n the proceedings. 

T:1e :publi<;: i;. entitled to wo.~~h the proceedint;s 

and at tiL:es some so t· 1 ,r.s: 10n2. cc..ses c-..ttre.ct 

n~mber of peoplei It · d'ff" lt t ls l :cu o cater for such 
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occ~sions and th£ planning should be confined to 

normal requirements. After due consideration, it 

has been decided to provide accot.modution for the 

following number of persons in the various clusses 

of the courts:-

Class I 

Class II 

Class III & IV 

40 number of p~rsons 

30 

20 

" 
" 

" " 
II " 

The seats for the public should be rnised 

in tiers at an angle of 30° to permit a clenr 

view of the dais. More seats when required can 

be provided along the long wall of the court 

facing the prisoners' dock. In the court rooms 

of the Sub-judges, one row of seats at the rear 

should be sufficient for the public. 

The seats may provide the minimum comfort. 

They are meant· for persons having S7>ecial interest 

in the cases. 

2.3.3 Witness Box: ·There is at present considerable 

variation in the number of ~1itness boxes provided 

in the courts and their loc~ tion. The Po.nel considers 

that criminal courts necessarily require two such 

boxes, one for the accused ~nd the other for the 

witness but in civil courts only one is enough. 

However, two ure generally provided to maintain 

uniformity and interch~'ngeabili ty when nccesd ty 



- 12 -

arises, but this docs tlCJt seem to be necessary. 

The floor of the witness box may be kept 

n little hieher, EQY 3'', than the floor of tho 

court room. 

2.3.4 Lawyers Table: The tnble may be 16 ft. long 

and width muy be 4 to 5 ft. ; the heitht may be 

2'-6". The bble may be so placed that the 

lawyer sitting neG.rest to the dais catches the 
I 

eye of the Judge conveniently, without craning his 

neck and that a minimum distance of about 6 ft. is 

left between the table and the dais. 

2.3.5 Prisoners'Dock: This shall be placed close 

to the long wall as lndicated in the plan. 

Prisoners' Dock is ro;uired only in criminal courts. 

2.3.6 Lighting: If reliance is placed on natural 

lighting, the windows should be placed in the long 

wnlls. To prevent gl;:re, they should neither face 

nor be at the back of the dais. 

It would be advis~ble to avoid pl~cing 

of windows at low levels. 

Nr.tural lighting can be sup: leruonted either 

by roof lights or clear-storey windows above the 

side windows. In the event of limited window 

space and insufficient natural liehting, artificial 

lighting should be adequately provided. 
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Von~ilntion: Noodl~ss to stnte that adoqu~t 

ventilation is most essential and if theru 11 

difficulty in obtain~ng this by natu~~l moun~, 

mechanical vent1l~tion 3yst~~ should be 

installed. un:ess tha rene~ are aircondi~ionod • • 

2.3.8 Aco~stics; For court ~ooms, goud 

acoustical treatment is ve1·y essential., To 

prevent echo, the height of the room muy vary . . . 
between 14 fto. io 16ft. depending upon the size 

of the court room. The ceiling should bd flat 

or splayed at the \~alls only, D~ep bea.us 

transversing the ceiling paralle:!. to the ciu.is 

should be avoided. 

Doors: The number of door~ in a court 

room should be:: kept to tl1€' l'Tlin:i:uur:~ to nvcid 

duplica.tion of control. There ~hould bo no 

door fa.cing the duis. 

A door at the ba~~ of tho da.is ic noccsunry 

for access to the ":'ct~.riue ro~•.:1. Auotr.~r Jocr r.w.y 

be placed ~n the l0cg uull ~lo•1 to the Gt~t~nc 

arrangements resorve-1 fo! t;he p~(blic, \th:..c.h 

would be the main t~ccess to tho ::our! rC'"lca. 

This could be half gluzec. T.lird c'oor no.1.r 

dais may be pane:!.Je1, 
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It is presumed thut the court would not be 

situated in congested areas of a town, where there 

is heavy traffic movenent. Where this is unavoidable, 

the court rooms should be sufficiently set ~ack to 

prevent disturbances from street noise; and doors 

and windows along a~usy public street must be 

avoided. This will need careful orientation of 

the court building. A quiet atmosphere is 

absolutely essential. 

2.3.10 Petition Box: It is observed that the function­

ing of the court is often interrupted by the litigants, 

handing over petitions to the officials of the court. 

To obviate this inconvenience, it is suggested that 

a petition box may be fitted close to the ~all on 

the dais so thut litigants can drop in their petitions 

into the box from out~ide the Court through a slit 

made in the wal~. ~he position of the box is 

indicated in the suggested plan of the Court Room. 

2.3.11 Retiring room of the Judge: The retiring 

room sho11ld be so placed as to afford direct 

access froc the dais. It should have an attached 

lavatory. 

The area of the room may be about 180-200 

sft. This room should have a wardrobe and it should 

be so located as to ensure privacy and quietness. 

2.3.12 Steno's Room: The stenographer deals with 

confidential papers. A roon of about 60 sft, should 
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be provided for hi~ in n suit~clc pl~ce mininising 

intrusion. It should b0 situutcd close to the 

judge's retirinz room. 

2.3.13 Librnrv: The ~d~inistrutive wing of the 

courts should provide for u libr<:!.ry for the 

exclusive use of court offici~ls.· The size 

of the room may be 200 sft. 

2.3.14 Government Pl6nder: A scpnr~te room 

of about 120 sft. should be provided for the 

Government pleader or public prosecutor. It 

shall be located close to the Sessions ~u~ge's 

Court since he is required by the Sessions 

Judge very often. 

In magistrate's court a room of 120 sft. 

may be provided for the prosecuting inspector 

or prosecuting Sub-insp€ctor. In b~gccr 

districts one ::-.ddi tionr:l room may be provided 

for the prosecuting DSP. 

2.3.15 Court Cffices: These are to nccommodate 

the subordinate officials of the court, i.e. 

the Ahlmad, Reader and Translator with room 

for the current records. A floor area of 

150 to 180 sft. would suf1ice. It should be 

placed close to the cain court room, to 

minimise time taken by the staff in morning 

to the court room an~ back. 
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A seoar~te r~c.: of ~ floor ~rea of about 

120 sft. sho'Jlrl be provided for the Superinten~ent, 

who is the h~ad of th~ subordinQte officials of the 

court. 

The foJ 1owin3 further accommodtation should 

be provided. "A room of ab~ut 150 sft. for the 

En~lish clerk& and the typits; another room of .. . 
about 20C sft. for the copyists; a third -room 

of about 150 sft. for the Nazir and his assistants, 

fitted with a cash chest and a fourth room of about 

150 sft. for forgs and stationery. A small room 

of 50 to 60 sft, should be reserved for garde~cr•s 

and sweeper's implements. 

2.3.16 Malkh:>.n2..: This is intended for the storage 

in safe custody of pro~crties •attached' by the 

court, tho dcposi ted ";o:.:·tJs and c;:sh. The nuuber and 

sizes of the roe>ns dEwJend upon the extent and the 

nature of liti~ation current in a place. An area 

of 300 sft. c·_,_y genually. be found suffici.ent. The 

internal arr~nsemcnts should be such that the articles 

can be stored and identified easily, when required to 

be removec.. 

In adcition to the room space, shuds 

covering an area of ~bout 1,000 sft. may be 

provided for the storage of large articles. lilw 

carts and for ~ccommodating live stock etc. 
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Covered shelter should be provided for the 

chowkido.r or the police scntr~·· 

2.3.17 Record Rooc: Every court is to be 

provided with suitable accot",r,JOd:::ttion for the 

permanent rtcorfs. The s~nce required depends 

not only upon the number of c0urts, but ::tlso 

on the pnttern and w lume of litic•·.tion prevailing 

in a district. It is not possible to l~y down 

specifically riny formula for space requirements, 

There are wide variations from district to district, 

and therefore it is advisable that before deciding 

on the space to be provided, the r~te of growth 

of records should be studied. The district 

authorities should be in a position to supply 

the necessar;r infoi1!lation. The future require­

ments can be based on 12 yc~rs growth cftcr 

making due ~llowance for records that can be 

destroyed according to Government instructions. 

Prunipg of records is frequently lost sight of. 

Structur~lly, it is economical to 

place the record room on- the ground floor. 

The record ro8m however docs not need the 

same ceiling hei[;ht nccess~ry ns is for 

ordinary rooms. In case of buildings of more 

than two storey height, it is econobical to 

put all the records in a separate block with 
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ceiling heights of about 8 ft. Roughly speaking, 

it is possible to put four storeys of record rooms 

in a three storey building. 

It h~s been obs6rved th~t mbst of the record 

rooms nrc fitted wit~ pcrminent wooden racks,. 

with nisels about 2 ft. to 3 ft. between racks. 

This does not result in good space utiliss:.tion. 

Sliding racks cs per sketch in Appendix III may be 

installed. This will insure a minimum space 

utilis~tion of 60%. 

Record Keeper: Records room should have space 

provided for the tables and chairs for the record 

keeper and the inspection clerk. 

2.3.18 Judicial lock-up: There should three 

lock-up cells for the undertrial prisoners, 

with necessary s::e.ni tc.ry conveniences. The capacity 

of the cells depends UDon the nlmber of Courts nnd 

locnl requirements, ~ormally 3 cells of 100 sft. 

each should be ~dequ~te. If possible, they should 

be so located as to ~fford direct access to the 

dock in the court reams. In any case, the cells 

should be situ~tcd close-by. 

2.4 L::-.w•:e~s \vine-: The accommodation provided for 

lawyers v~.ries fron place to place. In mo.ny places, 

there are complaints that suitable accoruuodation 

has not been given for la;vycrs in the absence 
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of which they have to put up with consider~ble 

amount of inconvenience in their day to C::1y work. 

' Accoi!lL:od ! ti on fo!" l:1wyers. is therefore r>. necc.sci ty • 

Where courts are 
.:;ruup~C:, L tnc lrwyers accoccod:J.tion 

can be comcon tc nll ~nd can be so situ~tcd thnt 

all the courts :::.r(; easily rcccsdble. '.Zile present 

t~ndency however is to put nll the courts in 

the s:::me building in which c~.se the lc.\·Jyers block 

can also form a part of the s:ne building and 

be suitably located. 

The accommodation in the lawyers 

block should consist of (a) bar room (b) library 

.(c) consultation roco (d) space for lawyers' 

clerk and (e) la~Tyers 1 chnrnbers. The bar room 

also serves us lounge for lawyers. Acco!llli!Odation 

at the rate of 10 sft. per person fori of the 

strength of the bar appears udequPte for the 

purpose. At most of the plE:ces 500 to 600 

·srt. is enough. Exception::tl cases oo.y b.c dealt 

with individually on the basis of a dct~iled study. 

Within this a snall roc:J may be earrn8. ri:ecl for the 

starr of the ~ar Associf~tion. Close t0 the 

bar room, a s3aller room of abo~t 150-200 sft. 

may be provided with washing facilities (two 

or three wash basins) to enable the lawyers to 

take their lunch. 
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The bar libr?.r~ should have an ar.e~ of 

500-600 sft. It will rive an area of 200 sft. for 

stockSr..nd 300-400 sft. for ra'tdin~; which <.ppears to 

be reasonable. It i~ nece.ssro.ry to have some 'chambers 

for lawyers which m:;:;~r be let out on no-profit' no-loss 

basis. 

It is com~_·on _ors.ctice th2.t '"'hile· ·-_r ,., .• 

each of tho nenior 

the junior lawyers 

room for their use. 

lawyers hns -;_ Sf par2. t e c!Iar.Jbcr, 
£rouped L togethu r'..nd have c. bie; 

It wi~l therefore be advisable 

if two types of rooms, namel;~r 10 1x8 1 for individual 

lawyers and 10'x15' for groups of lawyers are cons-

nructed. The actual number of each type of room will 

depend upon the need of the particular place. To give 

a. rough indic£>.tion 1 it \vill be prudent to plan for 

rooms to accoillliloclnte 10)\ of the bc>.r strength. In 

bigger cities, the pcrccnt~ge may, however, be more. 

The Pnnel wns tc·ld th.-.t there ·is neEd 

for consultation ronr;s adjoining to bar roor.i. The 

Panel feels th2t the necessity for them may not 

nrise in case [l_dequ:>..te number of chaobers are 

provided. In c~se where chambers are inadequate, 

it may be desir::,ble to provide for 4 to 5 cubicles 

along the side of the br'..r roon.for consultation 

purposes. 
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.in :i:i·:port:1nt i tee which h'~S beL~J often 

overlooked is :he ~::ccor.r:odn tion for 1:-.~<yers 1 

clerks. An open shed close to the bur ro~n nay 

be provided for. 

2.5 Public' c.":!cni tic::: The; D.Lcni ties for 

public include (a) entrrcnce he:.ll and enquiry office 

(b) \!s.iting spnce and (c) canteen • 

. In r.rony cases, lnvish entr:::.nce b::lls 

have been designed which were intended to serve 

as waiting space for litis:-nts, The litigants, 

however, preferred to wnit ~round th( cnurt 

rooms ~nd ~lone t: e corridors nc~r~bout r·ther 

than wnit in the entrn~cc hall. It n~~~8rs 

rensonnble to provide for sufficient w iting 

space close to courts instend of ~~cine entrnnce 

hall unduly l:trge. A reception counter can be 

provided in the entrance hall where a n~bcr 

of courts nrc grouped in a building. ln other 

cases, two or three location nnps should be 

provided at the entr~nce so th~t t~c public 

· can identify the various sections. -

w~iting ncco~cod~ticn for liti~~Dts 

is D.n i2portant requisite cf court builditlLS• 

In some c~s~s nc~o;·mod~.tion hns been rrovided 

for litis~nts outside the co~rt builfin~s, 

but it w~s nGticcd th~t ~.~esc nrc r~rcly ~nde 

use of by bonrfiGc liti:~nt~. Provis~c~ Gf 



- 22-

wr.iting space close to the court room seoills to be 

necessary. 1;hcrever posdble, ~rai ting space 

should be co:nu::-.on to t;·ro courts. An area equo.l 

to court rooo which will include toilet facilities 

for the purpose secr.1s to be necc;ss['.ry. 

It is Q.lso necess~ry to ~ave a canteen 

in the court cocpouru. It is prd·8rablc to locate 

it away from the main buildin[. It should be 

capable of bcine; used oy lavryers, officials 

of the court and the litigant public. 

2. 6 Ancill:J.ri cs: The ancillary acconi...odc.:. tion 

in court buildings will include acconnod2.tion for 

petition writ'crs, typists and drr.ftsmen, space for 

stemp vendors, cycle ~heds 2.nd g:~rages. In many 

of the courts visited, no accomruodation has been 

provided for'the petition Hriters or steillp 

vendors. This in.:J.dequa.cy was brought to the 

notice of the Panel at several places. As these 

Q.re persons who ~re directly connected with the 

day to dny fuoctioning of the court, it is necessary 

to provide sui t:·.blo r-.ccounod8tl· en for thcr • . J 0 Connected 

1:s these poopl_c :.r<> · · h th 1 · .. Wl t · e a~r;y·crs, accU.JLiodation 

for thee shoul~ be nc:·rer t~e 1~.•.•yers bl 1 .• oc·:, A 

few cubicl~s alene th~ ccspound wall with le~n-to 

roofine would be ndequ.:J.te for this purpose. 
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Provision for cycle-s~nnd should norcnlly 

be mnde. Covcree shojs for cycles and ~ couple 

of gnr~s~s ~re e~senti~l. In nddition, rpen 

pc.rking s:;>"ce .for cars L.ty be provided. 

2.7 Services: Drinking '~c.ter facilities we.re 

not adequc.te in the courts vizited JY the Panel. 

In bi~~er courts, drinking water fountc.ins 

should be placed ~t suitQble loc~tions and recusses 

and service connections for this must be provided 

~t the stc.ge of plan~inc itself. 

It is necessary to have a public telephone 

booth in the preuises. It can be advantageously 

situat~d in the entrance hall itself. A post 

pillar also should be loc~tcd near the entrance 

for the convenience of the public • 

. -.-.-.-. 

/K .~!. BH.\.STN/ 
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Section 3. 

Layout, structural arrangement and st,ecifico.tions 

3.1 In the earlier section, we have 

listed the space requirements of different 

sections of the cour.t building&. The logical 

placing of the various sections is equally 

iinportant though very often it is lost sight of 

"in actual practice. The juxtaposition of the 

various facilities depends upon the inter-
' 

relationships, intensity of movements etc. 

The suggested schematic arrangement of the 

various facilities is given in Appendix IV. 

3.2 Normally, courts are of/single storeyed 

construction. The Panel, however, would recommend 

that district courts should be two storeyed from 

the point of view of having zonal divisions within 

the building itself. The court rooms which 

constitute the silent zone may be situated 

in the first floor while the library, a~inis­

tration and other supporti~g facilities can be 

placed in the ground floor. This arrangement 

was noticed in one of the district 

courts and was found to be quite satisfactory. 

3.3 . In bigger towns, where land is very 

costly, it bccom~s imperati~e to go in for 

multi-storeyed construction. This brines in 
• 

its wake a number of problems. A recently 
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constructed multi-storeyed court building was 

planned in such a way thut courts were in one wing, 

and office an~ other supporting facilities were 

in another wing. As the height of floors in the 

court wing was different from that of the other, it 

created problems of inter-sectional uovement. 

Further, the courts being situated in 1 f~oors, 

there was the problem of over-crowding in the 

lifts. If there was any break-do~n in liftsp 

the litigant public, l~wyers and judges had 

to go up the staircases all the way which wus 

highl;j.-unsatisfuctory, It therefore seeras 

desirable to accommodate the courts on one or 

two floors preferably on the first and second· 

f.loors keeping tjle offices and. supporting 

!acili ties on the upper floors.. The ground floor. 

can conveniently accommodate the library, bar 

room, record room etc. Some structural difficulty 

may be met with in an arrangement of this type. 
' such 

A suggested arrangement for overcomingL die{iculties 

is given in Appendix v. 
I 

3.4 The arrangement of staircases and corri-

dors in a court building requires slightly· 

different consideration than that for other 

buildings. The main reason for this will be the 
.I 

volume and composit~on of the crowd that frequents 

the court buildings. Provisioning of very wide 
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stairc~ses and corridors will not solve tho probleu • 
• Studies have proved that evacu~ting capacity of 

staircases does not proportio~ntely increase 

beyond a width of 5 1 • It will, therefore, be 

advisable to have two stnirc!'.sos, one for t1·affio 

upward and another for trP..ffic downward. The 
Wider 

corridors also ncod not be l than 8'• A provision 

of central railing will help in regul~tins the flow 

of traffic better. It is not advisable to have 
These 

long corridors. L should bo suitably broken. 

3.5 Location of court and land area required& 

The court premises should be locntcd in a 

place which is accessible and at the s~e tiQe 

afford the desired degree of calQness. As far as 

possible the court should be so located near the 

town that the future developQent of town does not 

envelop the court buildinc and create an 

atnosphere of congestion. 

The campus of the court should havo roon 

for expansion and sufficient open space for 

locutine ancillary facilities. Tho Panel would 

recomnend th~t the plat coverage for tho court 
' 

b11ildings with ancillaries should be about 25%. 

3.6 Design Efficiency 

A detailed space r~nalysis of. the plans of 

a nunber of court buildings, given in Appendix I, 

shows that the pr,rcentagc und~r carpet area 
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v~ries from 36 to 70 and from 10 to 44 under circu, 

lation area. such wide variationg indicate lack 

of thoughtful planning and illustrate the need for 

setting up norms for space planning. 

The Coomittee on Plan Projects had studied 

a nuc\>·er of public office buildings and concluded 

that the percentage of carpet area(i.e. total 

floor area minus sanitary accomoodation and circu­

lation space for lifts, staircases; corridors and 

entrance halls) to the total built up area, should 

be 65 to 75. 

The Panel concedes that the circulation 

area in a court building should be slightly more 

than what will do for an office building. It 

therefore sug~ests that design of court buildings 

should confirm to the following norms which would 

lead to better sp~ce planning and consequent 

reduction in cost. 

Carpet area: 60% to 70% of Built up 
-

Sanitary accomoodation: 5% -do-

CirculAtion: 15% to 20% -do-

Wall area: 10% to 15% -do-

3.7 Courts are of course important buildings 

and should be treated as such. It is however, 

not necessary to waste money on unnecessary 

area 

imbellishment such as stone muscnry, marble floor­

ing etc. "It should be the endeavour of architects 
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to inpnrt individuality to the court buildinGS 

through proper urchitecturul planning instead of 

taking recourse to costly treatcent. Froc the 

point .of view of econocy, it is neccssnry to 

restrict the extent of expenditure on non-functional 

itens to about 1i% of the cost of the building. 

3.8 The conplaints thut are often voiced 

about the hich cost of building c'nn be costly 

attributed to the lack of proper approach to the 

study of requireoents, planning of spuce, structure 

etc. In this reportLWO have tried to give certain 

ideus as to what the requireoents of different 

court buildings should und how they should be 

planned. Regarding structural econocy, u nucber 

of points huve b~un oentioned in the report on 

oulti-storeyed buildings. The recent publication 

of the Cocoittee on Plun Projects entitled 

'Scheoe of Cost Reduction' gives cooprehensive 

idens about scientific cost.reduction. With 

these, it is hoped that the planners, architects 

and engineers would be in a position to plan 

the court buildings of the future with the 

desired degree of econouy and efficiency • 

/Keshaw Bhasin/ 

••••• 

J)f (z,B~ . .2.. N,·t-. 
le~ 

8743, 
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Appendix II!. 

SUGGESTED ARRANGEHEIJT FOR STORAGE OF RECORDS 

A record rooo cnn be fitted with .rucks ~-~ 

. :r.ol~~r~ in,. o.ny one of the wnys suggested in the:·.· . . 
: ,, 

sketch. The racks are aloost similar to the -. 
popular types mo.nufo.ctured by H/S Godrcj o.nd oth~r 

dompani~s except that they o.re counted on wheels • . ' 
It may be necessary to fix guide rails in roof • 

also to ensure stability against wobl,llin13 and .. 
tilting. . . 
Altern:hive r. The racks are ~rranged on rails 

\ 

leaving a. clearance of only 2'11 to 3" ip between 

the racks. A lo nt;itudi nul gangway 3 1 to 3 •-6". ·. 

wide is provided alon13 the side of the lone wan.-· 
. . 

If access is desired. to nny one of the rocks, 

the racks ·on ~:d ther side can be pushed /:\.Side creat-
' ' . 

:ing a gangway o.bout 3'-0" wide. Thus th.ere will be:·' 
' . 

only one transverse aisle at n time" · 

· · · The nuober of rn.cks ·in one block can be 

'12, to 15 •. When the nuober of raeks required is 

more, the'nuober of blocks can be increased. For· 

a very lr'.rge nUI!lber, the o.rro.ngeoent indicated : 

· under Alterno. ti ve II raay be o.dopt_ed. 

The space utilisv.tion in such an arro.nse­

raent is as ouch as 63 to 68% ngo.inst 30% to 50% · 

obtaining in oost ,of .the courts at present. 

There is another advant~Lge in this system 

, ' 

, . 



Appendix III <eontd.) 

especially if it become~ necessary to place the 

racks in the upper floors of a multi-storey 

build~ng; sinca the position of rails is fixed, 

the points of application of load are pre-determined. 

It will b~, therefore~· .possible to provide · 

suitable beams beneath the rails to withstand the 

concentrated load and design the slab in between 

only for a nominal load of 50 to 60 lbs. per sft. 

The relative economy between designing the floor 

·:in· this way and designing the entire floor slab 

for a distributed load·of 200 to 300 lbs/sft. is 

.' obvious. · 
'· .. 
Altern~ ive III. Yet another alternative is 

. · sugge ste.d. Here instead of creating an aisle 
r 

in between the racks to provide·access, the 

racks are dra~ into tho aisle and handled • 
. 

The space.utilisation in this case is as high as 

60%. However this arrangement does not lend. 

to beam-slab design since the load is distributed 

a~l over. Nevertheless handling in this case will 

be very easy. 

/K.N. BHASIN/ .. 
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