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proper approach to the study of requifemenﬁs and
blanning of space and the structure itself., I hope
the report will be of great help to the people '
incharge of desién of court buildings in future.

i fake this opportunity of thanking |
Shri C.P. Malik, Chairmrn of the Panel and the ienbers

for the trouble they have taken in preparing this

report.
Yours sincerely,
S.K. PATIL

Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri,

Minister for Home Affairs &
Chairman, Committee on Plan Projccts,
Government of India,

New Delhi,
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INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Committece on Plan Projects has been
engaged for the past few years on the evaluation

and critical analysis of different tynes of projects
"with a view to spslling out requirements on rational
basis, sugzesting ithe laying of norms for planning
anﬁ making other connected proposals for cptimum
utilisation of money and materials. Detailed
studies have been undertaken on multi-storeyed
buildings, residential buildings, industrial estates,
storagé'structures etc. and reports have been
published. One, amongst the subjects taken up for
study, is court buildings.

1.2 In the Second_Plan, a few court buildings -
have been constructed.. Notable among those newly
construc@ed is the multi-stcreyed bourt'building

in Delhi. Adoption.of multi-ctoreyed buildings

for courts is a departure fror the traditiouanl style
and has been necessitated by the pressure cn land.
This brings in certain problems like schcematic
arrangement of court rooms, juxtaposition of
waiting space, prd#ision of circulaticn space etc, |
for which satisfactory soluticn has to be found

by a detailcd study cf requircments. As a number
of court buildings may have to be put up in future,
the Committee on Plan Projects thought it desirable

to mekxe a cdetailcd study of court buildings in
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general and lay down requirements, norms on design
efficiency method of cost reduction etc. A Panel
with the following compnsition was appointed for
this purpose under the Chairmanship of Shri C.P.
Malik, the then Director, National Buildings |
Organisation and Member of the Buildings Prdjects

Team,

Shri C.P. lalik, Chairman
Member, B.P. Team. -

Justice H.R. Khanna, Member
High Court, Punjab.

Shri R.R. Singh, IAS, Member
Jt., Educational Adviser,

Ministry of Eduocatior,

New Delhi,

Shri 5.X, Joglekar, -Member
Chief Architecty

C.POWCD.’ Iq. Delhi.

Shri Tara Chamd Mathur, Member
President of the Bar
Assnciation, Delhi..

shri T.S. Vedugiri,‘ Menber-
Superintending En.ineer & Secretary.
Member-Secretary, B.P. Tecal.

» &

143 To start with, tle Patel oblained information
regarding court buildings constructed all cver the
country, The analysis of information so collected

is piven in Lppenéix 1,

1.4 To acquaint themselves with the various
functional and other aspects of courts, the Panel

visited selected court buildings in the country, and
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had discussions with Judges, lawyers and the litigant
public. These site inspections end discussions
brought out that the.concepts ¢f requircements vary
from place to place and that no scientific enquiry

on the subject has been carried out in the past.

It was scen that some of the roons were lavishly’
designed, their shupe was nct suited for the required
purpose thereby leading to low space utilisztion;
facilities for the lawycrs and for the public

were not carefully thought of and the relative
positioning of the various facilities was defective;
there was sharp criticism of the court buildings

by various sections of the users. These factors
confirmed the need for a systematic approach

to the problem.

1.5 The Panel instituted a few detailed studies
of court buildings with a view to tracing the

various flow patterns, sizes and inter-relationships
of facilities etc. Based on these and the site
inspections the Pgnel has come to certain conclusions
as to the functional requirementé of Puildings, the
method of plunning then out and the avengég of
possible cost reduction, These are containcd

in the following sections of the report.

1.6 The Panel is extremely thankful to the

State Governrients and the judicial authorities

for the coopcration extended for on-~the-spot



study and inspections and the information they have

supplied,
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Section 2.

Classification and Space Requirements of Courts

2.1 The courts in Indi% nay be divided into
three categories: those dealing witn (i) eriminal
cases, (ii) civil cases, and (iii) revenue cases,
Functions vary accordingly but the fundamentals
of the layout are fairly common.

Further based on the extent cf space require-

ments, the courts can be divid:d into the following

four claszes

Category Livil Crimin~l Revenue
Class I District ., Sescicns Judge  Coznlssionor
Judge
II AGél. Dist. District (ollector
Judga. Magistrate
Adal. Sessions
Judge
III Senior Asst, Sessions -
Sub-Judgc Judze
or Addl. Listrict

eguivalent Magisircte
IV  Sub-Judges, Subordinate Asst. Collector
Munsiffs & Magistrate &
Judges of  Hony, Yagistrata
Srall Causcs.

The post of the District and .Sessions is
nornally a combired-one aud heif by the sawuc persona
Thereforec, ooy cnoe wourd »con is required. Similar
is the ccse with the AAFit7(vnl District urd
Sessions Judzes 2nd slso «it'. 1ac Colloetrr und

District Mzgistiotz.,
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2.2 Genceral Requircrents:

is nentiencé above, whether it be a civil,
~criminal or revecnue court, the functional require-
ments are more or less the same. The size has to
vary to suit tre quantum of work. _In contrast to
civil courts, allcriminal courts need a prisoners!
dock and appurtenant facllities,

The normal recuirements of a court may be
stated as follows:-

I. Judicial Wing

1) Court
2) Retiring room for the Judge

3) Space for

a) Steno

b) Reader ceess (Sits mainly in
the court room)

c) Translator «+ees (only in Sessions
Court)

d} Copy Clerk caeee () -do- )

e) Ahlmad

f) Witnesses
4} Judiciel lock-up
5) Roou for deornmenﬁ Pleader
6) Room for prosecuting Inspector (only in

Magistrate's
Ccurt)

I1. Administrative Wing

1) Library
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2) Space for
2) Superiotenden.
Y} Englisn Clerk & asst. English Clerk
c) Typiczt
d) Yazir
e) Copyists and lecavs reserves
3)‘Ma1khana {Property rooms)
4) ﬁecord room for
a) Records
b) Record Kecper

c¢) Inspecticn Clerk (for inspection of
recordsg

5) Stationery z2nd form siore
6) Mali & Sweeper (Tools)

IT1I., Lawyers Wing

1} 3ar Roon

2) Litrary

3) Cerealtation rocn d'~“ded irnto cubicles
) Accomuccatior for lewyars' clerks

IV, Public Ameritizss

1)'Entrancé Fall

2) Enquiry Offiz-

3) Waiting space adjaceut Lo %26 court room
4 Weicing shed with lzvatories

5) Post Office



V. Ancillaries

1) General Canteen

2) Accommodation for petition writers,
Scribes and Typists.

3) Stamp Vendors' booths

4) Space for varking cars, jublic conveyances,
tongas, cycle stand and hawkers.

The exact spacc requirenents under the above
heads would have to he assesscd irdividually for each
station 4?3?11 depend unon the magnitude of litigation
and éﬁge fact whetiier there is one or more Gourts grouped.
While doing so, provision also be made on a rational
basis for future expansion. The Panel feels that
the following should be the basic considerations for
the design of various units,

2.3 Judicial Wing

2.3.1 Court Room: This is the most important unit

of a court building and requires careful pianning.
The Panel has studied various plahs and feels that
the following are the basic requirements.
1) The dz2is to be spacicus eaough to
accommodate Judges, Reader's and
Steno's ceats ond tavles, and some .
librery shelves. '
2) Witness Box
3) Prisoners' Dock

4) Lawyers seats and tables

5) Seating accommodation for the
public anc the press,
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Based on the layouts prepared by the Panel,
it is considered that the length of court rooms
should be 45' for Class I, 40' for Class II & 35!
to II11& IV types except in the case of Small
Causes Court where it will be 40', The width
should be 25 ft. for the criminal court .and
20 ft. for & civil court, since the formir needs
adcitional acconmodation for prisoners' dock.

An oblong room obviously is better suited
for efficient space utilisation, than &-room of
squarish shape, but it should not be too narrow,
as the circulation of the main part of the court
must not be cramped. A model layout prepared
by the Panel is illustrated in Appendix II.
2.3.2. Dais

The dais should consist of:

a) a masonry’platform, the floor of which
should be kept two steps, i.e. 15", higher than
the floor of the court roomj; the tables and chairs
for the reader ard the stenog.apher to be kept at
this level. 9%he table is ¢f 30" standard height.
The masonry platform should be built acrcss the
full width of the court.room: Its wid*h (depth)
can be 12! for courts of élass I and II types

and 10' for others.
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b) o subsidiary raised wooden or masonry
n1-tform over thc main masonry platforn nentioned
;.bove; ~nd level of this to be at 3 steps, i.e.

214 higher than the flocr of the court room. The
rcised tlatfori should be sufficiently lon. &nd wide
to contein the teble and the choir of the prssicding
officer, 1eaviné sufficient room for & gansway &

the back, . T

The judge should be so scated tlet he has the
comand of the proceccings ond at the sume tine
his rcorder wnd steno should be able to serve hin
quickly.

The lawyer pleading a cease should also be
able to address the judge conveniently and receive
his attenticn. while contesting the cases tue
lavvers have to refer tc books znd files, For
this vurpose it will be advantageous if < writing
desk is provided along the rail of the dais.

There should be sufficient space for the parties
to the suit, %o be able to follow the proceedings.

The seating arrangements for the waiting
lawyers shoulé be =amplc and convenient to enable
them to take intelligent intercst in the proceedings.

The public in entitled to waksh the proceedings
and at tires some sers-tional coses otirsc: l:rge

number of peoples It is difficult to cater for such
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occcsions and the planning should be confined to
normal requirements. After due consideration, it
has been decided to provide accommodation for the
following number of persons in the various classes
of the courts:-

Class I - 40 number of persons

Class 11 - 30 " " n

Cless IIT & IV - 20 " " "

The seats for the public should be raised
in tiers at an angle of 30° to permit a clear
view of the dais. liore seats when required can
be pfovided along the long well of the court,
facing the prisoners' dock. In the court roonms
of the Sub-judges, one row of seats at the rear
should be sufficient for the public.

The seats may provide the minimum comfort.
They are meant for persons having snecial interest
in the cases.

2+3.3 Witness Box: "There is at present considerable

variation in the number of witness boxes provided

in the courfs and their locztion., The Panel considers
that criminal courts necessarily require two such
boxes, one for the accused and the othe; for the
witness but in civil courts only one is enough.
However, two zare generally provided to maintain

uniformity and interchangeability when necescity



- 12 -

arises, but this docs not seem to be neoessary.,
The floor of the witness box may be kept
a little higher, say 3", than the floor of the

court room.

2,%.4 Lawyers Table: The table may be 16 ft. long

and width muy be 4 to 5 ft.'; the height may be
2';6“. The table may be so placed that the

lawyer sitting nearest to the dais catches the

eye of the Judge éonvenientiy, without craning his
neck and that a minimum distance of about 6 ft, is

left between the tzble and the dais.

2.3.5 Prisoners!Dock: This shall be placed close
to the long wall as.indicated in the plan.,
Prisonersf Dock is required only in crim?ngl courts.
2.7.6 Lighting: If reliance is placed on natural
lighting, the windows should be placed in the long
walls. To pfevent glire, they should neither face
nor be at the back of the dais.

It would be adviscble to avoid plzacing
of windows at low levels.

Netural lighting can be sup; lemented eitﬁer
by roof lights or clear-storey windows above the
side windows, In the event of limited window
space and insufficient natural lighting, artificial

lighting shculd be adequately provided.
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2.3.7 Vontilation: Needless to stute that adequat

ventilation is most essential and if therc is
difficulty in obtaining this by naturzl means,
mechanical ventilation systos should be
installed; unless ths rcoms are airconditioned.
24348 Acoustics. For court rooms, goud
acoustical treatment is very essential., To
prevent echo, the height of the room muy vary
between 14 ft.. Lo 16 ft. depending upon the size
of the court room. The ceiling should ba flat
or splayed at the wells ouly, Deep beaus
transversing the ceilling parallel %o the duis
should be avoided,
24349 Doors: The numbcr of doors in a court
room should be kept to tlhe mimimun to aveid
duplication of control. There should be vo
door facing the doise

L door at thc_Eack of the dais ic DCCCSSﬂry.
for access o tae »etiring rooa. Another docr nay
be placed in the lorcg wall slo-2 to the ncating
arrangenents rescrved for the publiec, which
would be the main access to the zour!t re-n.
This could be half glazed, Third 6qor near

dais may e panelled.
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1t is presumed that the court would not be
situated in congested areas of a town, where there
is heavy traffic movement. Where this is unavoidable,
the court rooms should be sufficiently set back to
prevent disturbances from street noise; and doors
and windows along a ®busy public street must be
avoided. This will need careful oriensation of
the court building. A quiet atmosphere is
absolutely essential,

2.3410 Petition Box: It is observed that the fungtion-

ing of the court is often interrupted by the litigadts,
handing over petitions to the officials of the court.
To obviate this inconvenience, it is suggested that

a petition box may he fitted close to the wall on

the dais so thut litigants can drop in their petitions
into the box from outgide the Court through a slit
nmade in the wall, The position of the box is

indicated in the suggcséed plan of the Court Room.

243411 Retiring room of the Judge: The retiring

room should be so placed as to afford direct

access from the dais. It should have an attached

lavatory. g
The arca of the room may be zbout 180-200

sft. This room should have a wardrobe and it.should

be so located as to ensure privacy and quietness.

2.3.12 Steno's Room: The stenographer deals with

confidential papers. A room of about 60 sft. should
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be provided for him in ~ suitztle place mininising
intrusion., It should be situated close to the
judge{s.retiring room,

2.3.13 Librory: Tne zduinistrotive wing of the
courts should'provide for a library for the
exclusive use ol court officialse.: The s=ize

of the room may be 200 sft.

2.3.14 (Covernment Pleaders A separate room

of about 120 sft. should be providcd for the
Government ﬁleader or public prosccutor, It
shall be located close to the Sessions Judge's
Court since he is required by the Sessions
Judge vefy often.

In magistrate's court a room of 120 éft.
may be provided for the prosecuting inspector
or prosecuting Sub-inzpector. In blgger
districts one additionnl room may be provided

‘for the prosecuting DSP,

2.3.15 Court Cflices: These are to zccommodate
the subordinate officials of thé court, i.€.
the Ahlmad, Reader and Translator with room
for the current records. A floor area of

150 to 180 sft., would suf:ice, It should be
placcd close to the main court rocm, to
minimise time taken by the staff in morning

to the court room and back.
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A sepurxte rocz of o floor crea of about
120 sft. should be provided for the Superintendent,
who is the head of the subordinate officials of the
court. . | , .

The followin7z further accommodation should
be providcd..'A room of absut 150 sft. for the
Enrlish clerks and‘the typits; anothcer room of
about 20C sft. for the copyists; a third Toom
of about 150 sft. for the Nazir and his assistants,
fitted with a cash chest and a fourth room of about
150 sft. for forms and stationery. A small room
of 50 to 60 sft. should be reserved for gardeper's
and sweeper's implements. ‘

2.3.16 Malkhonas This is intended for the storage
in safe custody of proverties 'attached!' by the
court, the deposited arms and cash. The nunber and
sizes of the roons denehd upon the extent and the
ngture of litigatioﬁ current in a place. An area
of BQO sft. ooy generally. be found sufficient. The
internal arrcngements should be such‘that the articles
can be stored and i?eﬁtified easily, when required to
be removed, |

'In adcition to the rﬁom space, shuds

covering an area of =bout 1,000 sft. may be

provided for the.storage of large articles like

carts and for cccommodating live stock etc.
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Covercd shelter should be provided for the
chowkidar or the police sentry,

2.3.17 Recerd Roems Every court is to be

provided with suitable accomnodation for the
permanent reccrds. The srace required depends
not only upon thc number of courts, but 2lso
on the pattern and w lume of litigirtion prevailing
in a district, It is not possible to luy down
specifically any formula for space rcquirementg.
There are wide variations from distriect to district,
and therefore it is advisable that before deciding
on the space to be provided, the rate of growth
of records‘should be studied, The district
authorities should be in a position to supply

the necessary information, The future recquire-
ments can be based on 12 ycors growth cofter
making due allowancg for rccords that can be
destroyed according to Government instructions.
Pruning of records is frcquently lost sight of,

Structurnlly, it is economical to

place the record roorm on- the ground floor,.

The record room however does not need the

same beiling height necessnry as is for

ordinary rocms. In case of buildings of more
than two storey height, it is econouical to

put all the records in a separate block with
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ceiling heights of about 8 ft. Roughly speaking,
it is poscible to put four storeys of record rooms
in a threc storey building.

1t has becn obsérved that most of the record
rooms are fittcd with permenent wooden racks,
with aisels about 2 ft. to 3 ft. between racks.
This does not resul% in good space utilisztion,
Sliding racks as per sketch in Appendix III may be
inctalled. This will insﬁre a minimum space
utilisation of 60%.

Record Keeper: Records room should have space

provided for the tables and chairs for the record

keeper and the inspection cleri,

2.3,18 Judicial lock-up: There should three
lock-up cells for fhe unéertrial prisoners,

with necessary sznitery conveniences. The capacity
of the cells depcﬁds unon the nunber of Courts and
local requircments, %ormally 3 cells of 100 sft.
each should be adequate. If possible, they should
be so located as to r.fford direct access to the
dock in the court rconms. In any case, the cells

should be situated clése—by.

2.4_ Iowrers Wing: The accommodation provided for

-

lawyers vories from place to place. In many places,

there are complaints that suitable accomuodation

has not been given for lawyers in the absence



- 19 -

of which they have to put up with considerabple
amount of inconvenience in their day to cdoy werk.

'
Accomuod:tion for lawyers is thercfore o necescity.

Where courts are éfruuaﬁiflswycrs acconcodation
can be common te nll and can be so situsitcd that
all the courts are easily cccescible. The present
tcndency however is to put &ll the courts in
the scme building in which case the lowyers block
can also form a part of the srme building and

be suitably locatcd..

The accommodation in the lawycrs

block should consist of (a) bar room (b) library
.(c) consultation rocm (d) space for lawycrs!

clerk and (e) lawyers' chambers., The'bar room
also scrves as loungc for lawyers., Accommodation
at the rate of 1Q sft. per pcrson for 3 of the
strength of the bar appears adequete for the
purpose. At most of thc places 500 to €00
‘'sft. is enough. Zxceptional cases nay be dealt
with individually on the basis of 2 det2iled study.
Within this a sm2ll roon mzay be earmaried for the
stafl of the Bar Association. Close to the

par room, & saaller room of about 15C-200 sft.

may be provided with washing facilitics (two

or three wash basins) to enaﬁle the lawyers to

take their lunch.
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The bar library. should have an arez of
500-600 sft. It will give an area of 200 sft. for
stocksand 300-400 sft. for reading which appears to
be reasoncble, It is necessary to have some 'chanbers
for lawyers which pzy be let out on no-profit’ mno-loss
basis.

It is comnon sractice that while -~-c e,
cach of the senior lawyers has = separate chamber,
the junior lawyers éérou ggéther and have o big
roont for their use., It will therefore be advisable
if two types of rooms, namely 10'x8' for individuai
lawyers and 10'x15' for groups of lawyers are cons-
ructed. The actual number of each type of room will
depend upon the need of the particular place, To give
a rough indication, it will be prudent to plan for
rooms to accommodate 10% cof the bar strength. In
bigger cities, the percentage way, however, be more,

The Panel was tcld thrt there is need
for consultation rooms adjeining to bar rocm. The
Panel feels that the necessity for them nay not
arise in casc adequate number of chambers are
providcds 1In cose where chambers are inadequate,
it mey be desircble to provide for 4 to 5§ cubicles

alqng the side of the bar rocmlfor consultation

Purposes.
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An Ismportant item which h~s beun often
overlooked is he accom-odation for lnvycrs!
clerks. An open shed close to the bar rocn may
be provided for.

2.5 °  Public zmeniticg: The sucnities for

public faclude (a) entrrnce hell and cnquiry office
(b) waiting space and (c¢) canteen.

In many coses, lavish entrance hnlls
have bec¢n dcsign;d which wcre intended to serve
as waiting space for liticcnts. The litigants,
however, preferred to woit rnround the court
rooms ond zlons tle corvidors nearabout r-ther
than wait in the entrznce hall, It annucrs
reasonabls to provide for sufficient wiiting
space close to courts instead of moking entrance
hall unduly large. A reception counter can be
provided in the cntrance hall where a2 nunber
of courts are groupcd in a building. 1In other
cases, two or thrcc location maps should be
provided at the entrunce sc thot the public
"can identify the various sections.

Weiting accomirodaticn for liti:nnts
is on ioportant requisite cf court buildiugs.
In sorme cce~s accormodition h&s becn nrovided
for litiz~nts outside the court buildia. s,
but it wrs ncticed th~t “acse are rarcly nade

use of by boncfide litirmntr, Provisicn cof
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'wniting space close to the court room secms to be
necessary. ‘Wherever possiblé, vaiting space
should be comrion to two cdurts. An area equal
to court roonm which will include toilet facilities
for the purpose secus to0 be necessary.

It is olso necessory to have a canfeen
in the court compourd. It is precferable to‘locate
it away from the main building. 1% should be
capable of bcing vsed by lawyers, officials
of the court and thc litigant public.

2.6 Ancillaries: The ancillary acconuodution

in court buildings will include accommodation for
‘petition writers, tyvists and draftsmen, space for
stemp vcndors, cyclé sheds and gurages. In many

of the courts visitedy no accomuodation has becn
provided for ‘the petition writers or siemp

vendors. This inadequacy was brought to the

notice of the Pancl at several places. As these

are persons who ~re directly counected with the

czy to day functioning‘of the ccurt, it is necessary
to provide suitrble accounodation for them. Connected
&S these people tre with the lawyers, acccamodation
for then should be nc: rer th lowyers bleck, 4

Tew cubicles al?ng the ccupound wall with lzun-to

roofing would be cdequate for this purpose.
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Provision for cycle-siand should nornnlly
be made. Covered sheds for cycles and o couple
of garoges ore essentinl, In sddition, cpen
parking space for cars L.y be provided.

2.7 Services: Drinking-water facilities were
not adequate in the courts vizited Ly the Panel,

In bigzer courts, drinking water fountains

should be placcd ot suitable loccotions and reccsses
and service connections for this must be provided
at the stcge of planning itself.

It is necessary to have 2 public tclephone
booth in the premises. It can be advantagcously
situated in the entrance hall itself, A post
pillar also should be loccted near the entrance

for the convenience of the public.

JK.N. BHASIN/
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Section 3,

Layout, structural arrangement and svecificntions

51 In the earlier section, we have

listed the space requirements of different
sections of thé court buildings. The logical

" placing of the various sections is equally
iftportant though verj often it is lost sight of
‘in actual practice. The juxtaposition of the
various facilities depends upcn the inter-
relationships, intensity of movemebts etc.

The suggested schematic arrangement of the
various facilities is given in Appendix IV.

342 Normally, courts are of/single storeyed
construction. The Panel, however, would recommend
that district courts should be two storeyed from
the point of view of having zonal divisions within
the building itself, The.court rooms which
constitute the silent zone may be situated

in the first floor while the library, adpinis—.
tration and other supporting facilities can be
piéﬁed in the ground floor, This arrangenent
was noticed in one of the district

courts and was found to be quite satisfactory.
3.3 In bigger towns, where land is very
costly, i£ becomes imperative to go in for
multi;storeyed construction. This brings in

its wake a number of problems. A recently



- 25 -

constructed multi-storeyed court building was
-planned in such a way that courts were in one wing,
and office and other supporting facilities were

in another wing., As the height of floors in the
court wing was different from that of the other, it
created problems of inter-sectional movement.
Further, the courts being situated in 7 floors,
there was the.problem of over-crowding in the
lif¢se If there was any break-down in lifts,

the litigant public, lawyers aﬁd judges had

to go up the staircases 2l the way which was
highl¥.unsatisfactory, It therefore seeus
desirable to accommodate the courts on one or

two floors preferably on the firsf and second
floors keeping the offices and supporting

. focilities on the upper floors. The ground floor.
can conveniently accommodate the library, bar

. room, record room etc. Some structural difficulty
nay be met with in an afrangement of this type.

such
A suggested arrangement for overcoming/ difficulties

is given in Appendix V,

3.4 The arrangement of staﬁrcases and corri-
dors in a court building requires slightly’
different consideration than that for other
buildings. The main reason for this will be the
volume and composition of the crowd that frequents

the court buildings, Provisioning of very wide
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staircases and corridors will not solve the probleu,
Studies have proved that evacuatfng capacity of
staircases does not proportionately increase
beyond a width of 5!'. It will, therefore, be
advisable to have two stoircnasos, one for traffic
upward and another for trnffic downward. * The
- wider
corridors also nced not be f  than 8', A provision
of central railing will help in repgulating the flow
of traffic betters 1% is not advisable to have

. These
long corridors. [/ should be suitably broken.

3.5 Location of court and land area rcquireds

The court prcmises should be loeated in o
place which is cccessible and at the some tine
afford the desired degree of calmness., As far as
possible the court should be so located near the
town that the future development of town does not
envelop the court building and create an
atnosphere of congestion,

The carmpus of the court should have roon
for expansion and-sufficient open spacc for
locating ancillary facilities. The Pdnel would
recormmend thot the plat coverage for the court
buildings with ancillaries should be sbout 25%.
3.6 Design Efficicney

A detailed space nnalysis of the plans qf
a nunber of court buildings, given in Appendix I,

shows that the pcrcentage under carpet area
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veries from 36 to 70 and from 10 %o 44 under circuw
lation area; Such wide variations lndicate lack
of thoughtful planning and illustrate the need for
setting up norms for space planning.

The Cormittee on Plan Projects had studied
a number of public office buildings and concluded
that the percentage of carpet area(i.e. total
floor area minus sanitary accommodation and circu=-
lation space for lifts, staircases, corridors and
entrance halls) to the total built up area, should
be 65 to T5. }

The Panel concedes that the circulation
area in a court building should be slightly more
than what will do for an officé building. It
therefore suggests that design of ;ourt buildings
should confirm to the following norms which would

lead to better space planning and consequent

reduction in cost.

Carpet area: 60% to T0% of Built up area
Sanitary accomnodation: 5% - -do~
Circulltion: 15% to 20% ~do-
Wall area: 10% to 15% ~do-
37 Courts are of course important buildings

and should be treated as such. It is however,
not necessary to waste money on unnecessary
imbellishment such as stone nascnry, marble floor-

ing etc. th should be the endeavour of architects
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to ippart individuclity to the court buildings
through proper architecturzl pIAnning instead of
taking recourse to costly treatment. From the
point .of view of econony, it is ﬁecessary to
restrict the extent of expenditure on non-functional
itens to about 13% of the cost of the building,
3.8 The complaints that are often voiced
about the high cost of building c'an be mostly
attributed to the lack of proper approach to the
study of requirements, planning of space, structure .
etce In this reportiwe have tried to give certain
ideas as to what the requirements of different
court buildings should and how they should be
planned. Regarding structural econony, a nunmber
of points have Leen nentioned in the report on
pulti-storeyed buildings., The recent publication
of the Cormittee on Plan Projects entitled

tSchene of Cost Reduction! gives comprehensive
ideas about scientific cost,reduction. With
these, it is hoped that the planners, architects
and engineers would be in a position to plan

the court buildings of the future with the

desired degree of econony and efficiency.
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Appendix II1.

-

~ SUGGESTED ARRANGEMERT FOR STCRAGCE OF RECORDS

A record roonm can be fitted with racks dn

Tollers in any one of the ways suggested in the

[ ]
-_

_sketch. The racks are almost similar to the '::
p0pular types manufactured by M/S Godrej and othqr
- Qompanles except that they are mounted on wneels.'
It méy'bé nécessary to fix guide rails in roof .
aisn to ensure .stability against wobbling andk
bilting. '

Alternﬁlve I. The racks are arranged on rails

4
le'w1ng a clear.,.nce of only 2" to 3" ip betwéen -

the racks. A longitudinal gangway 3' to 3'-6" .
wide is provided along the side of the long wall.
If access is de51red to any one of the racks,
the racks ‘on either side can be pushed aside cr?ag-
ing a gangway about 3'-0" wide, Thus there wlllxbe
only one transverse aisle at & tlme.‘ '

' Phé number of rocks -in one block can be
.”12 to 15. - When the number of racks requlred is :
morc, the:nunber of blocks ‘can be increased. Forf

a very large number, the arrangement indlcated

-under Alternatlve‘_l may be adopted. '

_ The space utlllsutlon in such an arrange—
ment is as nuch as 63 to 68% agalnst 30% to 50%

obtaining in most,of_the courts at present.

There is another advantage in this system . ;:



Appendix IIT (Contd.)

eépecially if it bécomes necessary to place the

- racks in the upper floors of a multi-storey
: build;ng; since the position of rails is.fixed,
the poiﬁfs of application of load are pre~determined.
It will bé, therefdre; péssible to provide'
suitable beams beneath the rails to withstand the
concentrated load and design the slab in betwsen
only for a nominal load of 50 to 60 1lbs. per sft.
'Tﬁe relative econbmy between designing the floor
“'in this way and designing the entire floor slab

. for a distributed load -of 200 to 300 lbs/sft is
: obvious, -

Alternstive ITI. Yot another alternative is
| " suggested. Here iﬁstead_of creating an aislé'

in between the racks to provide'aécess, the

racks are drawn into the aisle and handled.

The space.utilisation in this case is as high as
60%. However this arrangement does not lend.
to beam-siab design since the load 1is distributed
a1l over. Nevartheless handling in this case will

be very easy.

/K. BIASIN/
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