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RESOLUTION
New Delhi, the 15t November, 1953.

[

No. 9-PII(23)/55.—The Government of India are pleased to constitute
an Expert Committee to examine and report on the feasibility and desirability
of connecting the Gulf of Mannar and the Palk Bay by cutting a channel at the
approaches to the Adam’s Bridge for enabling deep sea ships to navigate in safety
from the west to the east coast of India. It has been suggested that the cons-
traction of such a passage would increase the potentiality of the port of Tuticorin
if itisto be developed into a deep sea port. The composition of the Committee
which may be known as the Sethusamudram Project Committee, will be as
follows :—

Shri A. Ramaswami Mudaliar—Chairman.
The Chief Commercial Superintendent, Southern Railway.
Shri B. N. Chatterjee, Retired Chief Engineer, Calcutta Port.

Capt. J. R. Davies, Nautical Adviser to the Government of India,
Directorate-General of Shipping, Bombay—I.

Shri R. A. Gopalaswami, I.C.S. Secretary to the Govt. of Madras,
Home Department, Madras.

Member—Secretary.

2. The terms of reference of the Committee will be as follows :—

(a) What is the extent to which shipping in general is likely to benefit
by, and in practice to take advantage of the shortened sea route
via the proposed Sethusamudram Passage?

(6) Would the advantages, likely to be secured be commensurate with
the expenditure involved ?

(c) What are the traffic prospects of the Tuticorin Port during the next
decade— -

(?) if the Sethusamudram Passage is provided; and
(#) if the Sethusamudram Passage is not provided?

(d) In the light of the traffic assessment, should the Tuticorin Develop-

ment Project be proceeded with? If so, what should be the
timing—
: ]
(?) immediately by itself and independently of the Sethusamudram
- Project;
(#) simultaneously with the Sethusamudram Scheme; or
(#%) at a later stage and if so, when ?

3. The Committee is requested to submit its report to Government by
the end of January, 1956.

N. M. Avyar
Secretary.



