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PREFALE

The present study is an attempt to examine the
performance of important cereal crops grown in the State of
raharashtra during the period 1956-57 to 1397:<73. The study
315 confined to cersals since the new variety of seeds have sgo
far been developed only for thess cereal cro#s. Yarious
studies conducted, =0 far, have been at a micro—lefai. The
present attempt is to cover a larzer area such as a region
or a State and study the impact of the naw varleties on
production and productivity and spell out the constraints
that come in the way of the extension of these varieties.
This study exanines both macro--as well as sicro-level data
walch pertain to the State as a whole und also to the agroe
clirmatic rones, demarcated by the Directorate of Agriculture,
Maharashtra State. |

The study was undertaken under the guldance of Prof,
itlakantha Hath of Gokhale Institute of Folitlca and
tconomics, Foona. I am highly obliged to Prof. Nilakantha
Rath who rot ohly provided the initfal stimulus but encouraged
me to probe the probles through his critical observatlons and
timely advice. His desp insight into the problems of Indian
agriculture was invaluable in the interpretation of the data.

The opportunity to work at the (okhale Institute of
Politics and ZIconomics, Poona, was made available through the

good offices of the Vice-Chancellor, Marathwada Agricultural
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Univérsity, Parbhani. I was sanctioned a deputation period
of three years specifically with a view to pursue the studies
leading to Ph.D. degres ia Agricultural Cconozica. Ny
sincere thanks are dus to the Vice-Changellor, Marathwada
Agricultural University, Parbhani, for msking the faclility
available.

I am also thankful to the Director of Agriculture,
Vaharashtra 3tate, for making a variety of unpubliéhed data
available. | |

I have freely sought and was abundantly granted all
facilities by Prof. V. M, Dandekar, Director, Gokhale
Institute of Politics and Economics, Foons, My thanks are
due to him for the consideration in making various facilities
available.

Lastly, I have received all the necessary help from
the staff members of the Institute. In the nature of things,
$t would be rather uncustomary to acknowledge my obligations
to them publicly; in any case, no such act can adequataly
express my indebtedness to them. |

I am thankful to 3hri V. N, Inamdar for timely and
neat typing.

Gokhale Institute of
Politics and Econoalcs, B. ¥. Ashturkar
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