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PREFACE

This étudy sfems from my interest in the tribal
economy created during my stay in Garo Hills in 1956-60.
After my joining the Agro-Economic Research Centre at Jorhat
" in 1960, Dr.P.C.Goswami, Director of the Centre and my
teacher took interest in the subject and advised me to work
on it.The various research projects undertaken by the Centre
in tribal areas also deepened my interest and I had the

opportunity of associating myself with most of these projects.

I cwe a deeb debt of gratitude to Dr.P.C.Goswami
who superv%sed this work and allowed me to use data collected
in the Agro-Economic Research Centre, Jorhat. I am thankful
to all my colleagues in the Centre who have helped me in
various ways. Special mention should be made of Dr.P.D.Saikla,
Research Officer who has offered many helpful'suggestions,
Shri K.N.Bordoloi, Senjor Computor who has assisted me in
tabulation of data, Shri M.C.Dutta, Office Assistant who
has typed the manuscript.

I have received help and cooperation from the
various departments of the Government of Assam,., Shri P.C,
Goswami, Director of Soil Conservation, Assam has taken keen
interest in my work and helped me in my field investigation.

The Chief Executive Members of the various District Councils,



(i)

the village headmen of the surveyed villages and, above
all, the inhabitants of those villages have given me all

possible help. I am grateful to all of them.

I am thankful to Dr.B.K.Roy Burman, the Deputy
Registrar-General of India, with whom I had the benefit of

discussion of various aspects of the problem.

I fine, I must thank my younger brothers,
Nripendranath, Jitendranath, Birendranath and Narendranath
who have given me their unstinted cooperation for the

completion of this project.

I am, however, fully responsible for the views
expressed and for the ommissions and commissions, if any,

in the thesis.

| Neonion oo
Agro-Economic Research Centre (Niranjan Saha)
For North East India, 15.9. 70
Jorhat-4,
Assam,

India.
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