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D~TRODUCTION 

The information presented in this Thesis was collected 

in ~he course of the Socio-Economic Survey of the city of· 

Kolhapur carried out in 1945-47 by the Gokhale Institute of 

Politics and Economics,Poona, at the invitation of the then 

Government of Kolhapur State. l•lr.N.V.Sovani, Assistant to 

the Director of the Institute, was in charge of the survey 

and I was associated with the work mainly in the capacity 

of the Chief Investigator in all its stages. 

. Details regarding the proce~ure adopted and agencies 

employed in the planning and conduct of the various surveys 

in respect of trade have been dealt with at length at appro

·priate places in the chapters that follow. 

It is with a deep sense of gratitude that I have to 

acknowledge my thanks for the kind permission to utilise 

the material so graciously granted to roe by the Director of 

the Institute, under whom I had also the proud privilea;e to 

Nork. 

111y special thanks are also due to· 1·li'. N. V. Sovani \tho 

has given me active help _and guidance at every step. 

Walchand c. Shrishrioal 
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TRADE IN KOLHAPUR Q1I! A SURVEY. 

Chapter I. 

Historical And Commercial Survey Of ~ City Of Kolhapur. 

(1) Geographical Setting of the City: According to the Gazetteer, 

"KOLHAPUR, north latitude 16° 41' and east longitude 74° 17', 

is the capital of Kolhapur State and the head-quarters of the 

Political Agent for the Southern 1-la.ratha States. The city 

stands on rising ground about 1790 feet above the sea-level 

and about half a mile from the right or south bank of the 

Panchganga. It is sixty-four miles east of the coast, seventy

six miles south of Satara, and sixty-six miles north of Belgaum 

........ Including the Suburbs it has a circumference of 4~ 

miles and an area of 35$ acres 11 .1 

"Kolhapur is entered by nine roads. On the north by a 

road from Poona over the Panchganga ford by Bavda village and 

the Cantonment; on the east by three roads meeting in one, and 

the Belgaum mail-road from the south; on the south by a road 

from Bhudargad by the Katyayani hill; and on the west by three 

roads by the Phonda, Bavda, and Amba passes". 
2 

It ·is also a 

terminus of the Kolhapur State Railway which joins the Southern 

1 Bombay Gazetteer, PP• 303, 304. 
2 : Ibid, p.304. 
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.LVJaratha .H.aiJ.way at L'liraj. 

Hinterland that surrounds the City : Kolhapur town 

commands a rich hinterland which produces commercial crops 

like sugarcane, groundnut, chilly, Halad (turmeric), etc. The 

following table shows us clearly how well the city is surrounded 

by rich hinterland from which the supplies to the Kolhapur 

market are drawn. 

Table 1· 

Acreage under ¥Jain Commercial Crops in the Kolhapur State. 

------- ------- -------- ------- ------- ------- -------
Acreage Sugar- Ground- Cotton Tobacco Halad Chilly 
Year cane nut (Turmeric) 
------- ------- -------- ------- ------- ------- _____ ,__ 

18$8-89 16,005 51,036 
1892-93 15,677 52,957 
1900-01 12,143 10,597 20,193 14,587 15 J 617 
1919-20 14,856 40,927 
1938-39 18,71$ 77,597 40,926 37,957 10,988 29,122 
1939-40 21,532 83,825 31 J 129 40,118 11,233 29,351 
1940-41 26,298 84,784 28,616 51 '113 11,311 30,286 
1941-42 27,795 96,546 

1942-43 28,671 1,02,981 21,643 42,799 2,643 21,328 

1943-44 26,376 1,09,410 24,$32 15,437 3,604 18,127 

1944-45 28,592 1,02,387 11,283 25,792 2,174 13,205 
------- ------- -------- ------- ------- ------- -------

(From Kolhapur Saunsthanateel Bajarpetha - i~rathi-
p. 63) 

Besides the city enjoys the central position and in addition 

is very well served by roads connecting the hinterland with 

the to'l'm. 
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Population : The city including the suburbs, civil 

station, and cantonment had a population of 95,918 in 1941 

which was about 12 per cent of the population of the State. 

Kolhapur through History : The history of Kolhapur can 

be divided into four distinct periods. An early Hindu period 

up to 1347 A.D., the Kuslim period from 1347 to about 1700, 

the ~aratha period from 1700 to 1827, and a protected state in 

alliance with the British Government from 1827 onwards till 

its recent merger with the Indian Union in 1949. The histori

cal records show that the State was successively under Badami, 

Chalukya, Rashtrakuta, Silhar Yadav, Adilshahi, and finally 

under Naratha kings. 

(2) The Development of the City : 

nThe evolution of the name Kolhapur has been variously 

explained. According to the traditional account the town 

received its name from a demon named 1Kol' who was defeated by 

goddess ~~alaxmi in the vicinity of the town. Others have 

derived it from the Sanskrit word 1Kolhar' or the ~~arese 

'Kolihn', both terms signifying the lotus which it was said 

was abundantly to be found in the lakes in and around the 

city. According to ~~.Rajwade, 'Kolhapur was a tract origi

nally belongi~g to the people known as Kol or Kola and Kolhapur 

was the town of Kolas' ..... " .. 1-ir.G.H.Khare derives the word 

from 1 Koll' which means a nlow-lying trough between mountain 

ranges -- a town situated in such a place being named Kollapur 

later transformed into l:.arathi form of Kolhapur.. • • • • This 
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appears to be the best of all explanations so far offered.n1 

Different Stages of Development : According to Prof. 

N.V.Sovani, the development of the city was marked by three 

stages and each stage was associated with a different focus, 

around which the city grew. 

The oldest nucleus of the town appeared to be Brahma

puri. The expansion of the city seemed to be very slmv upto 

the 9th century, but thereafter, particularly in the regime of 

the Silaharas the town began to expand round the temple of 

)~alaxmi, their family Goddess, and this marked the second 

stage of the growth. It was also made the Capital of Silaharas 

in the 12th century. 2 It, however, came into limelight later 

on "chiefly because of its strategic position lent to it by 

nearness of the fort Panhala, and by its position as the 

meeting place of several trade routes connecting western coast 

with the Desh. Under the Mohamedans, it probably became a 

garrison town because they found it convenient as a stopping 

place on their way to Konkan and the Karnatak".3 In the 17th 

century a mud wall was built around the city not for the sake 

of fortification, but for the pUrpose of keeping looters and 

robbers away from the town.4 The third stage in the development 

---------------------------------------------------------------
1 : 

2 

3 

4 

From "The Social Survey of Kolhapur City" by V~.N.V.Sovani 
-- Gokhale Institute of Politics & Economics (manuscript 
under print) • 
Bombay Gazetteer, page 219. 
From "The Social Survey of Kolhapur City" by 1-ir.N.V.Sovani, 
Part 2nd, Chapter I (manuscript under print). 

Bombay Gazetteer, page 30g. 
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came when finally b~ratha kingdom was split into two rival 

groups and one of the descendants of Shivaji founded his Gadi 

at Kolhapur, and later in 1812 the seat of Government which 

was at Panhala, was finally shifted to Kolhapur. During this 

period the town was fortified by building a stone wall around 

the city1 and water was brought into the town by the construct

ion of Katyayani conduit in 1792. 

The Establishment of the British Superintendence : We 

may, however, add a fourth stage in the history of the develop

ment of the city when in 1842 a treaty was signed with the 

British and a British Superintendence was established in the 

town. This gave political importance to the town and buildings 

of kings and sardars of the Deccan States and Jahagirs began 

to appear in the vicinity of the Residency. 

This state of affairs remained till 1947. In 1949 the 

State was finally merged with the Indian Union. It has become 

now an integral part of the State of Bombay. With its merger, 

the town might lose some of its importance. 

(3) The To~Tn through its Commercial History : 

Sources of Information : The first authentic source of 

information about the town is ~ajor Graham's report published 

in the middle of the last century. Then came Campbell's 

"Bombay Gazetteer" of 1882. Later on one 1·..r.B.P.l·iodak was 

entrusted with the work of investigation into the 'Industrial 

Conditions of the State' and his report was published in 1895. 

1 : Bombay Gazetteer, page JOB. 
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After this for a pretty long period of nearly 30 years, there 

was no authentic information available excepting the Admini

strative Reports of the State. It was however in 1926 that an 

attempt was made by late Dr.Bal Krishna, Principal, Rajaram 

College, Kolhapur to collect information regarding the trade 

of the town. His report was published in 1928 under the 

caption "The Commercial Survey of .the Kolhapur City in 1926". 

Then finally in 1945, at the invitation of the Kolhapur Govern

ment, a socio-economic survey was carried out by Gokhale Insti

tute of Economics and Politics, Poena under the guidance and 

supervision of Prof.N.V.Sovani. I was actively associated 

with the survey as the Chief Investigator. In that capacity I 

collected information regarding the trade of Kolhapur city 

which is presented in the following chapters. 

From the above mentioned sources of information, it is 

possible to sketch in a broad outline the development of the 

trade of Kolhapur from 18~onwards. Commercial history of the 

town as traced in the following pages seems to fall under 4 

periods which are in fact in no way concerned with the actual 

stages of development but are more or less based for our con

venience's sake on the 4 major sources of information available 

at present. 

The Condition of the Town before 184§!: ~~jor Gr~ham 

described the general state of the town in the following words, 

"The town of Kolhapur is now greatly overgrown, exceeding in 

circumference a distance of four miles and a half and totally 

disproportionate as a capital to the extent of territory, but 
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in later times, the residence of a despotic government, chiefs 

and officers flocked to the court •••••• About one twelfth of 

the entire population of the State was thus huddled together 

in great discomfort, and as no sanitary measures were in force, 

'the ravages of the epidemics were severe and in the year 1824, 

8,000 people were carried off during the short period of a 

fortnight". 1 

It was after the establishment of British Superinten-
5" 

dence in 1841 that the conditions in the town began to improve. 

The Bombay Gazetteer wrote "Since 1844 by widening roads, 

cleaning and draining the streets, by removing dirt and night 

soil, by pulling down the ramparts and filling the ditch and 

by increasing the water supply, the health of the city has 

greatly been improvedn. 2 

Means of Communication 1'1eans of transport were also 
~-

far from satisfactory before 1B4J• Kolhapur totally lacked 

good roads. "Of the pathways that led to west down the 

Sahyadris to the coast were hardly fit for highly laden cattle. 

Those that went inland were mere beaten cattle tracks. During 

the rainy season from June to November when the rivers and 

streams were full, the passage across the inland tracks was 

entirely closed and the foot-passengers crossed the river in 

the broad shallow and unsafe sugar-pans which yearly caused a 

great loss of life".J 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 Graham, p.113. 
2 Bombay Gazetteer, p.J04. 
3 : Ibid, p.19B. 



It was after 184li that the Government started the work 

of construction of the roads. "Kolhapur for the first time 

was brought into easy communication with the sea by the opening 

of Phonda Ghat. Another road was planned from Phonda Ghat to 

Sangli -- a distance of sixty six miles -- through the city of 

Kolhapur and other large market towns towards the valley of 

the Krishna, the collectorate of Sholapur and Nizam's terri

tory".1 The branch roads connecting the important towns in 

the State were also constructed. The progress was remarkable 

by the end of 1854. A total of 306 miles of roads had been 

completed at the cost of Rs.1,03,000/~. 2 

The Growth of Trade after 1842 : With these improve-

ments, the town began to grow as a flourishing trade centre. 

]iiajor Graham recorded that "Beyond the usual trade and occupa

tion to be met within every corr~unity there are none worthy of 

mention ....... Kolhapur is not celebrated for peculiar 

eminence in any handicraft with the exception of stone cutting 

and the masons and stone cutters deservedly bear a high chara

cter for ability. Gold, silver, copper, and brass work are 

also executed with considerable neatness. Oil is extensively 

expressed by common mills. A few silk and abundance of coarse 

coloured stuff are fabricated; a horse gear and embroidery 

have reached a fair standard of eminence and mats and baskets 

are also very neatly woven".J 

1 : Bombay Gazetteer, p.198. 
2 Ibid, p.198. 
3 Graham, p.118. 
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Expansion of the Town : With the growth of the city, 

space for further expansion was necessary. The weekly markets 

were shifted outside the wall which surrounded the city. The 

principal Bazaar at the time of Graham was situated in the 

vicinity of the palace which is to-day known as 1 Gujri 1 • 11The 

principal Bazaar", recorded Major Graham, "which is however 

indifferently supplied and bears the appellation of Goozree is 

situated in the centre of the fort running east and west and 

contains the shops of principal bankers, cloth merchants and 

jewellers, and besides the Goozree, daily bazaars, well 

supplied with the produce of the territory, are held in differ-

ent parts of the cityn.1 ~~jor Graham also had taken the 

count of the petty traders, manufactures, and retail shops. A 

Table of his count is reproduced here. From his count it 

appears that there were in the city 2,735 petty traders (Table 

No.2), 1,257manufacturers out of the population of 43,387 in 

1852. The retail shops numbered about 543 with 1,374 people 

engaged in them (Table No.3). 

Table No.,g. 

The Number of Petty Traders in 1852. 

Name 
-----------------------------------
Green Grocers 
Dealers in various articles 
Itenerent Traders 
Retail Dealers in Grocery 

No. 

100 
BOO 
600 
200 

P.T.O. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Graham, p.114. 
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(Table No.2 contd.) 

-----------------------------------Name No. 
-----------------------------------
Cloth Sellers 275 
Brass Pedlars and Lantern [,la.kers 25 
Those who Hustle and Clean Rice 250 
Dealers in Goats 50 
Dealers in Timber 60 
Those who Hire out Horses 75 
Those who Hire out Carts 100 
Sellers of Betelnuts and 
Betel Leaves etc. 45 
Dealers in Brass and Copper Utensils 15 
Grass Sellers 25 
~dlkmen 25 
Brokers 25 
Snuff Sellers 5 
Opium Vendors 5 
Bhang Sellers 5 
Tobacco Vendors 50 

Total 2,735 
----------------------------------------(~~jor Graham's "Statistical Report of 

Kolhapur". p.11 8-119) 

Table No • .,l. 

Table Showing the Number of Shops and 
People Engaged in them in 1852. 

Name No.of 
shops 

No.of. people 
engaged 

Shroffs 
Banias (Dealers in Grain) 
Dealers in Cloth 
Tailors 

20 
104 
28 
38 

150 
159 
148 
167 

P.T.O. 



(Table No.3 contd.) 

Name 

Oilmen 
Tambolees (Sellers of 
Betel Leaves) 

11 

Kasars (Sellers of Pots) 
Otarees 
Gold-Smiths 
Dealers in Fruits 
Dyers 
Atars (Sellers of Scented 
Oils) 
Momins (Seavers of 

No.cf 
shops 

41 

21 
10 

1 

75 
11 

8 

15 

Turbans, Shelas) 15 
Butchers and Liquer Vendors 26 
Jingars 19 
Kurujgurs (Black-Smiths) 4 
Dealers in Sweet-~·ieats 3 

~TA.S.S 
Mananres (Ber&a Vendors of 
various Sundry Articles) 11 

Putwekaries 3 
Black-Smiths of Coarse 
Articles (Ghisarees) 7 

Currier 9 
Empty Shops 41 

Dealers 1 

Seekulgart 10 
Snuff Sellers 1 

Copper-Smiths, Tinners 5 

No.of people 
engaged 

86 

63 
54 

2 

175 
21 
32 

31 

22 
67 

43 
14 

4 

11 

9 

7 
35 
16 

1 

17 
1 

14 

Total 543 1,374 

(Graham, p.119.) 

(4) Trade between 1852 and 1895 : 

The development of the trade between 1852 and 1895 was 
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rapid. The population at the end of 1892 stood at 48,122. 

During the period, a sort of revival was on the way. New 

buildings of public importance were being built. The prominent 

among them were the Town Hall (1872-76), Albert Edward Hospital 

{1891-94), Kolhapur General Library (1382), and New Palace 

outside the city near the Residency (1877-84). During the 

same period many educational institutions were also started. 

Among them were Rajaram College (1882), Rajaram High School, 

Girls' School (1881), and the Technical Institute (1887). 

In the same period, efforts were made to improve sani

tary conditions. To remove the congestion in the town, the 

old fort wall round the city was demolished and the moat round 

it was filled up. The supply of drinking water was very much 

improved by the construction of large reservoir near Kalamba 

village, about three miles to the south of the city (1881-83). 

New pipe lines were laid throughout the city and the water of 

Kalamba tank was brought into the town by a conduit. The 

drainage system also underwent a great improvement. The under

ground drains of stone were constructed in several parts of 

the city. A masonry enbankment round Rankala tank was constru

cted (1877-83) with a view to use it as a source of drinking 

water, but the idea was given up later on. 

{a) Improved Neans of Communication and Educational Activi

~ : The telegraphic communication with Belgaum and Poona 

for the first time were started during this period. The Post 

Offices were installed throughout the State. New provincial 

roads were constructed. A long felt inconvenience was reLJOved 
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by the construction of 'Shivaji Bridge' across the Panchganga 

river on the Kolhapur-Ratnagiri road. The town of Kolhapur 

as a result shot up into prominence as a gateway to Konkan. 

The trade of the town was further stimulated by the construc

tion and opening of the Miraj-Kolhapur railway in 1891.1 

The rapid erowth of the population, improvement in the 

sanitary conditions, development of the educational institu

tions, construction of provincial roads, use of modern means 

of communication, construction of the railway line gave a 

fillip to the growth of trade and industry during 1854-1895. 

At the end of 1891, there were nearly 20 trade centres2 in 

the State, out of which $ were of considerable importance. 

They were Kolhapur city, Wadgaon, Pattankodi, Chinchalli, 

Gadbinglaj, .lwlalkapur, z.lurgud, and Ichalkaranj i. 

In Kolhapur market, grain, cloth, earthenware, and 

cattle largly came from neighbouring places and most of these 

articles found their way to Nipani in Belgaum District and 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : "Industrial Survey of Kolhapur State" by 1-li'.B.P.Nodak, 

p.103 :-
'The territory considered as a whole is sufficiently 
well provided in this respect by the three trunk roads 
leading over the ghats to the sea coast and the roads 
connecting the capital with Satara, Belgaum, and above 
all recently constructed railway line -- bringing it 
into communication with the railway system of the whole 
country'. 

2 Ibid, p.113. 
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Chiplun and Rajapur in Ratnagiri District. 1 

The export and import railway figures viz. 1,51,964 and 

5,20,140 maunds for the year 1893 speak for themselves. 2 

(b) Establishment of Special ¥~rket for Gur and Groundnut 

The new market for gur and groundnuts was established in the 

town in the first decade of the 20th century in the vicinity 

of the railway station. The town of Kolhapur being the central 
• 

place, and eminently suited to become a trade centre, the 

business of old trade centres like Rajapur in Konkan, and 

Sangli came to be partly diverted to this newly established 

market in Kolhapur. 

There was no permanent market in the city, only daily 

bazaars used to be held every day in each peth turn by turn. 

This caused a great hardship to the traders who had to shift 

from place to place with bags and baggages. It was in 1906, 

that a spacious central vegetable and fruit market known as 

"Ferris lf..arket" was constructed in C ward. In the same period 

a Co-operative Bank was opened in 1913 which later on was 

followed by a Joint-Stock Bank with the Government support in 

1922. 'l'he Shahu \'leaving and Spinning I'~ill was started in 1906. 

The construction of the Electrical Power House was undertaken 

in 1921. By the end of 1926 Kolhapur had already established 

its reputation as a thriving centre of colliilierce and industry in 

1 Bombay Gazetteer, p.204. 

2 Ibid, p.111. 
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the whole of £•la.harashtra and Deccan States .1 

(5) Wholesale and Retail Trade in 1926 and after : We shall 

now try to set down in the following pages all information 

regarding the wholesale and retail trade as given by late Dr. 

Bal Krishna in his 'Commercial Survey of Kolhapur in 1926'. We 

have tried to recompose the following three tables of wholesale 

and retail trade from his Tables No.1 and 14, and appendices I, 

II, and IV, excluding all the industrial and w~nufacturing 

concerns. 

Dr. Bal Krishna carried out a survey of the town in 

1926 and the results of his investigation are contained in the 

monograph "The Commercial Survey of Kolhapur" published in 

1928. 

The information collected and presented in this survey 

is voluminous but the monograph is merely a collection of 

tables with the bearest of corr~en~ As a result, the various 

-1 : Writing about the period that had elapsed since 1895, 
late Dr. Bal Krishna in his commercial survey, remarked, 
"It is evident that modern establishments are growing 
fast in the to~~. Kolhapur has already become an emporium 
of thriving corr~erce and promises to be a centre of 
several profitable industries. Perfect security, ~1partial 
justice, constitutional guarantees, light taxes, banking 
facilities, State loans and aids in various ways are sure 
to attract capital and talent from outside for the economic 
development of this garden of the Deccan". This emerald 
in the ring of Sahyadri hills will shine with greater 
grandeur in the crown of illustrious descendants of the 
Indian Alexander that it does now, when it will be polished 
with prosperity, happiness and contentment of the people 
at large. 

Dr-Bal Krishna, p.42. 
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definations adopted for classification and enumeration, the 

reliability and limitations of the information gathered, etc. 

are not at all clear. A careful perusal of the survey raises 

many doubts at innumerable places and there is no way by which 

they can be resolved. All this does not distract from the high 

praise that is due to Dr.Bal Krishna for carrying out, probably 

the first urban survey in India in recent times. The above 

comments are intended to show that if the various lacupna had 

not been there, the information gathered at that time could 

have be8n used much more effectively by us. The comparison of 

the trade establishments as revealed by Dr.Bal Krishna's 

survey and as revealed by our census of establishments would 

have been a great help in evaluating and appraising the lines 

along which the trade had developed during the period and 

these would have given a ereater insight into the various 

factors affecting the growth of the trade. However, the informa

tion is summarised below as given by him and we refrain from 
~ 

drawing any but very broad inferences from them. 

Table No.4 shows the establishments of different types of 

wholesale and retail shops in different periods in the city. 

The table also reveals that there was a constant flux in the 

continuance of shops. Out of 1,475 shops only 7 percent 

dated back to more than 40 years. As many as 440 or 30 

percent of shops were started during the period from 1866 to 

1920. The majority of the shops -- as many as 927 or nearly 

62 percent were started in the period 1920-26. Dr.Bal Krishna 

comn1ents nThe last five years are characterized with a mushroom 
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growth of new establishments •••••••• It will be wrong to 

conclude that within these five years, the number of shops 

has been doubled in Kolhapur. More establishments have un

doubtedly cropped up in Shahupuri, but the increase is also 

due to transfer of some establishments from one place and 

owner to another place and owner. Still there is no doubt 

that Kolhapur has developed fast during the last few yearsn. 1 

The growth was particularly evident in shops dealing in texti

les, fabrics, and leather goods, toilet shops and vehicles and 

its accessories. 

Table No.5 gives the wholesale and retail classification 

of the shops and the place of origin of their proprietors. It 

shows that the wholesale dealings were very much limited. Out 

of 1,475 shops nearly 1$7 or 13 percent did either exclusively 

wholesale business or mixed type of wholesale.and retail busi

ness. The few trades of the wholesale business were those of 

commission agents, dealers in pulse and grain, sari manufactu

rers etc. The table also gives the numbers of Kolhapurians 

and outsiders who owned the establishments. Although the 

percentage of outsiders as revealed by the table was roughly 

19 percent their share in almost all trades of growth between 

1920-26 was very high. Outsiders were more numerous among 

Grocers, Commission Agents, Shroffs, Watch Repairers, Restau

rants, General Nerchants, Chemists and Druggists, etc. 

1 : "Commercial Survey of Kolhapur" by Dr.Bal Krishna, p.41 •• 
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Table No.6 gives the classification of ownership on 

caste basis. It shows that in occupations of recent origin, 

like shops of Chemists and Druggists, hotor Vehicles, Colilllii

ssion Agents etc., were being followed by people of every 

caste. In hereditary occupations like Tailors, Goldsmiths, 

Sari shops etc. the caste system seemed to give way more or 

less. 

The city was already developed as flourishing-comr!Jer

cial centre by 1926, and it continued to grow in the following 

period. In 1941, the population had increased to 95,918. The 

town had expanded after the creation of new suburbs like 

Tarabai Park, Rajarampuri, the Sykes extension, all of th~se 

being very near to the Rail'tr1ay Station. The shortage of \'later 

supply to the growing population was also remedied by the 

erection of the ne>'l pumping installation on the bank. of the 

river Panchaganga 3 to 4 miles from the city. l'iiany big indus

tries were started after 1926, the prominent among tbese being 

tl).e Sugar l'iill at Bavda just on the outskirts of the town, 

Silk I>iill, "'"two newly started Vegetable Ghee plants ~tc. Joint 

Stock Banks and the Co-operative Banks also multiplied. By the 

end of 1945 there were 15 Joint Stock Banks, 8 Co-operative 

Banks, and numerous Co-operative Societies. The trade in gur 

and groundnut was one of the largest in the Deccan States. 

The trade of the city as it was in 1945-46 is described 

in the pages that follow from the information gathere~ by 

means of a detailed survey in that year. 
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Chapter II. 

Census Of Establishments. 

(1) The Procedure and Object The information regarding 

number of businesses of various types in Kolhapur tovln at the 

time of the survey was not available. It became, therefore, 

necessary for us to undertake a preliminary count of business 

establishments in the city of Kolhapur. Without this informa

tion it was not possible to proceed with detailed inquiries 

regarding the trades in the town, 

There was no question of dividing the city into number 
so 

of areas~as to facilitate such count as was done at the tlitie 

of Poona socio economic survey. Unlike Poona, Pethas had very 

little importance in Kolhapur. Since 1884, houses in the town 

as a whole were given consecutive numbers. Besides a· rent 

survey had been carried out very recently by the Kolhapur f..uni

cipal Borough which provided us with the up-to-date record of 

the house nwnbers. It therefore became easy for us to allot 

to each investigator the house nwubers which he had to look 

into. 

Employment of Investigators : 20 to 25 investigators 

were recruited from primary teachers and a survey was launched 

on 6th August 1945. Each investigator was given a fixed 

number of houses (i.e. nearly 400 house nw;;bers to each investi

gator) and he was asked to take dovln certain particulars on the 

printed cards furnished to then.. The follouing heads ':lere 
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printed on them :-

(i) Ward or Peth, (ii) House Number, (iii) Name of 

Business, (iv) Its Owner, (v) General Class of Business, 

(vi) Shop or Workshop, (vii) Retail or v,'holesale, (viii) Nature 

of Production or Business, (ix) Power Used, (x) Number of 

Employees. 

The enumerators were paid by piece rates. Here the 

danger of over en~~eration through filling of phantom cards 

had to be reckoned with, For preventing this, an elaborate 

system of checking and rechecki~g of census ·cards \'ras orga

nised by our office of Socio-Economic Survey which consisted 

of one Chief Investigator and other Junior Investogators. It 

was laid down that five percent of the total cards received on 

a single day were to be taken out by the Chief Investigator 

and equal number of blank cards were given to our Junior Inves

tigators along with the house nurHbers to which the cards taken 

out pertained. The Junior Investigators went to these houses 

next day and filled in the blank cards supplied to thGm in the 

same manner as that of the enumerators. The cards origino;.lly 

taken out and the new ones filled in by the Junior Investigators 
o:n'j 

were compared. If ~ descripancies \'lere found they 1r1ere 

corrected, or if they were too numerous, the enuraerator was 

asked to do that work all over again. The corrected set of 

census cards was preserved while the other duplicate set was 

destroyed immediately to avoid its being mixed up with the 

other cards. This method of checking proved useful and ensured 

on the whole a thorough census. 
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Though it had been decided in the beginning that every 

enumerator should be paid one anna per card correctly filled 

in, it was found that this resulted in very unequal payments 

to different enumerators for no fault of theirs. An enumera~ 

tor who was allotted house numbers from a corrunercial locality 

had naturally a large number of cards to fill in while another 

one working in a residential locality had a very small nwtiber 

of cards to fill in. It was therefore decided that half an 

anna per card should go into a pool which was to be equally 

divided between all the enumerators, while the ren;aining half 

an anna was paid according to the total number of cards 

correctly filled in by each enumerator. The work of the census 

of establis:P..ments was completed in three \"leeks. 

We emphasize that we tried to make the census as thoroueh 
a.L. 

as possible and might be claimed that we succeeded very loy~ly 

in our aim. All the other independent checks that were avail

able to us to test the thoroughness of the information gathered 

by us were applied and these showed that our information \"laS 

.,f 
in the majority~cases correct. 

The Kolhapur l,,unicipal Borough had carried out a year 

previous to our survey, a survey of all the houses in the to\m 

in order to revise the older city survey records. In the 

records of this survey, information regarding the conilllercial 

establishments in houses in the town had been recorded. ~.e 

compared the information regardine the various establishments 

gathered in our census with the information recorded in this 

survey and found that the information did not tally for only 
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3 percent cases, a descrepancy that could be explained as due 

to changes taking place during the period between the city 

survey and our census. The descrepancy was very large in 

regard to commercial establishlilents in Shahupuri, considerably 

less number of establishments having been enuu<erated in our 

census. This is, hO\'Iever, explained in g"'.._ ... r..... detail belo>'l 

Unforeseen calamity overtook us in the form of an out

break of plague in Shahupuri in ward E at about the time of 

our census. All the wholesalers' shops dealing in gul and 

groundnut were located here and ruany of them being seasonal 

had not opened for the year (the season usually started in 

October). The out-break of plague in that very part of the 

town led to the temporary closure of still more shops as 

merchants began to go out temporarily as protection against 

plague. Our census was a clear under-enumeration in the cir

cumstances, a situation against which we could not help. 

(2) Limitations : Information recorded was found to be 

rather defective in regard to the classification of shops into 

wholesale and retail. Shops doing mainly retail business were 

at times found enumerated as wholesale shops or the enuwerator 

merely recorded "retail and wholesale" indicating that both 

types of businesses were carried out there. It was necessary 

in such cases to recheck the information and to find out the 

type of main business carried out in th~se establishments. 

This fact of course was ascertained by personal inquiry vdth 

the shopkeepers, and is open to different human errors. The 
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statistics of 'I'Tholesale shops should, therefort., be taken with 

considerable reservation. 

The main purpose of carrying out this preliminary count 

as stated above was to ascertain the number of various types 

of trading establishments in the city of Kolhapur. The informa

tion thus collected formed the basis for the selection of 

sample inquiry for our detailed investigation into wholesale 

and retail trade of the city. The results, however, obtained 

by this preliminary count yielded some other interesting in

formation. The two tables as presented here not only give us 

the detailed picture of the number of business establishments 

of all types but also enlightens us on the size of various 

business concerns as reckoned by number of employees. One 

thing should, however, be noted in the statistics of employees 

employed in various concerns that the information was collected 

by personal inquiry and not by actually counting it. Hence in 

many cases the number of employees recorded by us might not be 

numerically correct. However, it could be said that these 

figures were fairly accurate enough to serve as a rough index 

of the size of a bu.siness concern. In recording the number of 

employees,.the enumerators were instructed to enumerate even 

the owner. 

The growth of retail shops as seen from the table was 

reflected in large varieties of retail shops to be found in 

the city of Kolhapur. Our census of establishments comprised 

such large varieties of different types of shops that it nece

ssiated a combination of them into different groups. The shops 
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therefore, were classified into 7 categories as set forth in 

the following table. 

(3) Findings : 

Retail and ~lliolesale : Table 7 gives the total 

number of retail shops classified by wards and by groups of 

workers. The pretiominance of the small unit in retail trade 

in Kolhapur city is obvious. If the total persons engaged per 

shop be taken broadly to indicate the size of its business, it 

will be seen that slightly more than 40 percent of the total 

retail shops were one-man establishments. Another slightly 

less than 40 percent shops employed 2-3-persons each. Less 

than one percent of the total shops employed more than 10 

persons each. One-man shops forwed the largest single group 

in Class II (a) Food, (b) Raw i•.aterial, and (c) Tobaccol Class 

III Textiles, Fabrics, and LeathersJ Class V Toilet, Sports, 

Toys etc., and Class VII l·liscellaneous. Shops engaging 2-3 

persons each were most numerous in Class I Building l·.aterials, 

Furnishing and Household Requisites) Class II (a) Food, Pre

pared Foods, (b) DrinksJ Class IV Paper, Stationery, etc. and 

Class VI Vehicles and Accessories. Going into further details 

one-man shops were predominant in the cases of sellers of 

groceries, vegetable and fruits, fodder and concentrates, pan, 

bidi, and tobacco, glass bangles, \'latches, leather etc. as 

also among tailors and hair cutting saloons. Shops engaging a 

total of 2-3 persons each and 4-6 persons each predoQinated in 

hardware, gold and silver-ware and restaurants. Shops engaging 

a total of 10 persons each \'lere those of gold and silver-ware, 
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building materials, groceries, pan, bidi, tobacco, c·loth, 

fodder and concentrates, and book-sellers. Seven restaurants 

and 3 lodging and boarding houses also engaged more than 10 

persons each. 

Attention should next be directed to the concentration 

and dispersion of shops in the different wards of the ci~y.~LJ~, 

""' that the main shopping area of the city lies in C ward area,~the 

Ferris and~w~ markets and along the streets adjacent 

to these, is clearly brought out by the gross figures. These 

show that out of the total of 2 1 906 retail shops in the city 

as much as 46 percent were in C ward. B and D wards can•e at a 

long distance with 16 and 14 percent of the total shops rbs

pectively. The concentration of retail shops in the C ward 

was generally reflected in more lines. The notable exception 

to this general rule was shops of building material concentrated 

in A ward, blanket shops concentrated in B ward, fodder and 

concentrates and bangle shops concentrated in D ward. 

Fairly wide dispersion could be marked in the case of 

pan, bidi, watches and watch repairers, st&tionery, cycles and 

sold goods aa8 e~1 

laundries, hair cutting and tailoring. These 
. a-)..,~ ..... ~ l . 

:ioJ•e6)--required by the mass of people.(and .a- ·~· 

their accessories, 

despersion of these shops was natural. 

If the total retail shops, each shop being considered 
'0"-"'~~ ;..... ~-1.:t:4!r"-

as a retail outlet, arekpelateQ to the total population 

served by them, we get the ratio of about 36 persons per shop 

in Kolhapur city at the time of our survey. In Poena 1936-37 
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'l'ABLE _2. 

D:lstri~ion ot Wholesale Shops by Wards & by nUII1ber of Workers engaged in tht!llll • 

.-.... __._...-------- .__·.__.---- ...._._. ...__----
: i ~ !; = 

-t !'!! ~~ i 'U I II cC J. 
c Ill 

~ ~., 
d = 'it~ '2 ~ 

Cll· r:: Ill 

~ ~1 • '0 .s: ~ 'ili. .... ~Ill 

J f~ ~ i :! ~ ·! t>CD .:z~g. ~~ == 
o; s fa Ill;: 

~ "".<: {!. 00 id ~ $!2 Eo .c.c 1!12 ~l::t 0 ~t.) = ~u Ql '"'~ell Ill:<!: ______ __... ____ ~---------
A J 1 4 1 8 1 

B - ... t - f 2 2 

c 6 1.3 14 f ' .3 2 3 s . .3 7 6.3 .3 

D t 1 1 - 2 2 2 1 to 4 

ll: .3 t 8 tot :! t 1 - - 3 120 s __ .__..... ___________ ---
~otal. 11 14 23 3 101. 5 g 5 3 '10 5 2 . 1.3 20.3 --------------------.---

WORKERS mG~GED : 

1 

2- ' 

4- ' 
7- 10 

AbaTe 10 

Total 

Total ifo. 
of worY.ers 

---------------------
1 s .3 1 4 f 2 3 I 1 5 'rl ' 
4 s s - 40 1 t s 2 ' 6 70 2 

4 13 s ' M 2 2 1 2 2 2 ?S 3 

1 1 4 t 7 1 2 1 2 20 4 

t 3 2 2 ?. 1 11 5 .....------------------11 t4 23 3 101 s 8 5 3 10 s 2 ,, 203 -------------57 39 129 14 430 61 58 17 3 55 19 4 28 914 

engaged.----------------------
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the comparable ratio was about 50 persons per shop. These 

ratios are comparable to similar ones for English cities, 

which ranged in 1931 from 47 persons per shop in I·.,anchester to 

76 in London.1 The English figures did not include lauadries, 

hair dressers, lodging and boarding houses, restaurants. If 

w·e make an allowance for these, our ratios are still in their 

close neighbourhood. 

The wholesale trade of the city was almost exclusively 

confined to C and E wards, more particularly by the latter. 

Nearly 60 percent of the wholesalers' establishments in the 
b~ 

city were in E ward and more than ~ fifths of these were 

commission agents of groundnut and gur, kirana, bhusar, cloth, 

and other types of wholesaling was concentrated in C ward. Half 

the wholesalers in timber were found in A ward. The concen-

tration of gur and groundnut trade in Shahupuri in E ward was 

the result of the policy followed by Kolhapur Government in 

connection with the planned development of these trades. 

Kirana, Bhusar wholesalers were found concentrated in C 'ward 

near the l:.unicipal 1-larket for obvious reasons. Timber whole

salers require some amount of open space for storing etc. and 

they were concentrated in A ward partly because more open space 

was available, and partly because the weekly market for wood 

etc. was held in that ward. The size of the wholesale unit 

was naturally larger than that of the retail unit. 1-!ore than 

70 percent of wholesalers' establisl~ents engaged between 2 

and 6 persons each, only 13 percent being one-man concerns. 

-------------------------------------------------------------1 : Retail Distribution, A Critical Analysis, Second Edn. 
Henry Smith, 1948; p.41. 



TABLE N0.8 ---.. 
Volume ot Gross and net imports ot classes ot commodities and of some important commodities in to the Kolhapur octroi during 1941-42 to 1945-46. 

(In Bengali Maunds) 
(00 ollllllitted) 

·-----1 --' I --1- ''---------' I 
1 1941-421Apdl 1942- 194:3 MarchiApril 194:3 - 1944 March 'AprU 1944 - 1944 Sept.•Ootober 1944-1945 Mq tJune 1945 - 1946 M~ f. . 1 I I t•--- .. ,..... _____ ....... ___ --- ---
1 ImportstimportsiRe.- •Net IImportsiRe- 'Net 1ImportatRe- 1Net 1Imports1Re- •Net timports'Re- •Net ' 
t t 1 exports 'Imports' 'exports imports 1 · I exports 1 imports• 'exports t imports • t exports I imports' ------t 1 1 1 t.. I I ~--' I I t __ t 1 I 1 I 

2 3 · 4 5 6 7 6 9 to 11 12 13 t4 t5 16 17 1 

Food for Men 
and Animals 

,---1 1 1 I I I I I I I I I t I I I 

22,91,1 21,44,2 611311 15,:31,1 26,70,2 :3145,5T5 2512416.5 109o,2 1,66,6 9123,6 22,3514 4,33,8 18,ot,6 26,63,6 3,9316 22,69,8 
. Rs 7,13,9 93,4 6,20,5 13,55,6 1,00,7 12,54,9 

Carts 34,8 310 31 18 4513 6,1 39,2 
------'.. t" I '-·---·---- ----·---~--~---1 I I I I I I 

9,53,7. 8,2218 :3 1 19,8 5,03,0 7,7915 51,4 7128,1 6,5014- 1213 613a,1 41 4014 111511 3,2417 6,89,0 94,5 51 94,5 A) Total Food 
Grains --- --- ---~---~--- ---- ---- -----~---'---~---1·---'--- '--- I 

Jawari 
Rice 

1,25,1 
1,7:3,8 

97,1 2s,o 1180,2 23,6 1,66,6 2,85,5 2,3 2,s3,2 t,6o,6 8t,o 79,6 116916 39,9 112917 

78,0 95,8 55,3 10,:3 45,0 24,6 2,8 21 .~ 88,3 7,2 81 1 1 

49,5 
1192.9 

90,0 
21,5 
4,0 

1171,4 
86,0 Unhusked rice 213014 214313 1,191S 11 2:315 1,15,6 5 1115,1 4,4 1,6 2,8 54,0 4,5 

Bajree 

Ha:rbare 

40,4 

:3:3,6 

1319 

4:3,3 

519 
9,9 

116510 

30,4 

45,8 

27,5 

1,6 

3,5 

1,3715 87,~ ·' 87,5.5 18,0 5,3 
2818 49,2 6 4816 26,3 2,2 

1217 

241 t 

1,6 

6,1 

65,6 

.;3 

7 
5 

15.7 

5,4 
65,1 Wheat 

.All)dnd of 
pulses 21,9 1217 9,2 11,2 .28 

42,3 1,26,7 2,2 1,:u.15 4,7 1,3 3,4 

24,6 4 5,0 a,9 517 3,2 
--- __ ......._ ___ , ___ , _______ 1 __ ,, __ _;,, ___ , ___ --- --- --- ---~--·--· 

B) Total 
Groceries 10,49,3 9~22,4 1,9215 7,29,9 15,99,0 1,28,9 14,70,1 2186,5 :34,1 2,52,4 16,22,8 1,95,0 14,27,8 16,77,7 2,14,6 14163,1 

Rs 7,09,6 9216 6117,0 13144,6 1,,001 5 12144,1 --- ___ --- ___ --- ---- ----- ---· t--- ---' I I f I I t 

Gul 77,26,0 
97 ,,,., 

6,8712 
68,0 

; 1 8 6,s1,4 13,9417 4,7 13,90,0 
89,1 

1,56,9 

2714 

9,.3 
6,7 

17.9 

1,6 1,55,.3 13,94,6 - 13,94,6 15,19,8 2,1 15,1717 

Sugar 96,1 70,8 19,2 6310 1,57,4 15,2 1,7510 -

Tea 10,1 
// 1,14,1 

4513 

14,5 
38,0 

4417 

2,6 
211:3 

14,5 
1617 

6 

16,8 
1812 

3111 

1.6 161 S 4 8, 9ll:6, 96,2 90,8 6,05,4 Rs13,00,0 97,8 12,02,2 

1717 Chillies 

Other Spic~' 
Molasses:" 7 33,6 

8 17,4 

5,0 26,7 

315 t8~s 

3,5 
612 

12,7 
61,6 

9,1 

1:3,2 
... 

316 16,7 
. 48,4 47,2 14,9 3213 

/ --- ------'--'--~--- --- __ ...;,, ___ --- , ___ --- --- --- --- ---
I 

C) '1'-Jtal Milk 
.I d Hilk 

P~ ucts 
29,5 2510 4,4. 2,9 1,5 114 6 2 .3.7 

~-----··--- --- , ___ ,, ______ , ___ , ___ ·--- ---·--- ·--- ---, ___ --- ---~--1 
Total Fruits 1,6513 2,s2,2 70,9 2,11,3 117010 1,os,7 611.3 1122,~ 62,1 60,5 1,16,2 55,5 60.7 1192,3 72,9 1,1914 
& Vegetables ·----1 ---- , __ ,, ___ , ___ , ___ , _______ _, --- --- '---'-·--- ---·---·--- ·---

~otal Drinks 

" I 

7 2,7 2,7 3!~ 2 310 4,1 1 4,0 2,9 - 219· 
.v Rs 4,3 a .3,5 1110 a 1o,s · 

1,4 .5 1,3.5 

~·-----
Total Fodder 

.·' ," . - ,'. 

--·---
• OU Cakes 

Fodder for. 
Animals 

--- , ___ --- --- , ___ , ___ --- ---~--- --- , ___ , ______ ,, ___ I ___ , ___ , 

92,6 S61 8 27,6 ·59,2 .3,1519 53,6 2,62,.3 

. ..... ''. ·, '·.··, 

56,5 48,.3 66,9 
.3,0 31,8 

' 97,8 
45,3 Carts ot, · · 34,S 

·grass~-·-· · · · · · ___ ,_....:..__, ______ , ___ , ___ ---- --~-l'-·--- ---1 1--- ---·---'-·---'---
6:314 
29,2 

54,5 

27,9 

20,4 

5,1 

34,1 43,0 

2218 21.72,2 

52,6 

4 2,71 ,a 
15,1 

' 8,4 811 

28,6 
15,1 

66,1 

7 1414 

6814 

2713 

11 ,o 
6 

57,4 
26,7 

------·· --- , ___ --- , ___ --- _ __.,.._ --- --~·~--- , ____ , , __ , ·-·--- ___ , __ _ 
3617 54,0 - 54,0 4114 8,9 3115 . 62,0 19,0 43,0 51,2 .38,2 13,0 1107,5 18,1 89,4 

mala 41 7 
'I r slaughter 

4,8 515 5,0 s,5 2,5 I 1,4 4,6 2,5 211 5,8 2,1 

--1\--;._t --- ·--- ·--- ___ , __ ,.....ll,·., __ ---- . ___ .,. ---·--- ---'-·--- ·---- --- , ___ ---
IV cles or 
Fuel hting & 7,8610 
washiri & other 

81 571 8 11 1819 9198,; 1,35,3 5109,11 
l 

8,5717 1,03,4 
Rs 11,.3 1167,9 

14,0918 12,14,9 
12,4 1,09,1 

oils 
---\.--1 --~·---~--~---' ~---~--- -----'•---~·--- ----•---' I 1•--- ---
__,;""":'"'-.l;Fu:.::e::,l, 6,72,71 7,66,9 1 75,9 1_6..::'-9..::1,_01_S..::'..;..94.;.:':...'• 1,03,8 1 7,90,3 1 5,25,8 ,_ 10,6, 4115,2

1 
7,6519

1 
62,1

1 
7,03,8,!1,79,4

1
. 5714111,22,01 

( t,561 1 4,6 96,7 2,0 33,o: ;,o 2S10 72,8 4,2 68,6 1 ,45,0 9,8 1 ,35,2 · 
< 6•72•7 6105·.3 64 1 7 a~ 1 • , , .-,9 ,00,9 .3,72,4.. 3,2 3,69,2 6,51,0 5218 5,98,2 9,1012 41,5 8,68,7 

-(B_)_To.,... -tal---L --- __ ........,\:..;--1
-·-- ---'-·--- ---- _. __ --- ---'----1'---- ·--- ---·--- ---

Waslrlng Mate ---• 13~,\-__ 1 ,_2 
1 
__ 12_,_0 , __ 16_,_4 , ___ a_ 

(a) Total 1 1'l 2 · 76 7 

1516 

57,.3 

9,7 4 9,3 13,7 t, 1 1216 14,0 8 1:3,2 
___ ,, ___ ---'-·---·---·---' I ~---' 

3017 7.3,6 23,4 50,2 78,1 .40,2 37,9 2,16,4 11,56,7 
Rs 11,3 1,6719 12,4 1,0911 

li I JJ I 4118 _:34,9 88,0 ghting and , 
other oil, ·. 

48,8 

\ ...._ __ ,_, __ --..-- --- --- ---- ---- __ ......_.1, ___ , ___ , __ , ___ --- ---·-i-· -- ---
Kerosene ~ 62,9 .32,t \o,s 419 2 417 18

1
5 2 1813 2713 1 

Spirit ( "· '. \ 5,_5 2 113 4 Rs 11
1

'2 (, 50,, . \ \ 1,7 .- 1,67,9 Rs 12,4 1,09, 1 

~:~~i1 & \, :\. ·, 18•2_ ·· .. \2.5~ H~~9 2o15 17,5 s,5 9,o 30,7 23,9 6~8. 71,4 3,4.3,.5 

_co .. c_o_an_u_t_oi_1_,- · -~; 1~o2 0 ~) . 17,2
1 

tA,6.,--~,6 1 ~,0 1 ;7,~ 1:3,1 14,7 19,2 14,6 4,6. 61~4 8,12
1
1 

•, - --- ----.;.:··t--1---1 t---t t t I I 
V Oil Seeds , 5,06• ;040•2, 1 ,S,.,3,2S,4

1 
214611 4

1 
2,9 2,43,2 20

1
3 218

1 
1715

1 
:3,4015

1 
4,1 3

1
36

1
4 1186,6 5

1
1 _1_1_8_1,-5 

. --- ___ ....... ______ , ___ --- --- ---·---~--- ---~---' 
Ground Nut 5,061 5 2,93,9 ' 1~0 ·. 2 92 9 2 27 6 1 

---' I ~· ... .,_'_'_1_,_,_,, ___ 7,,_2,_2_6_,9_ 15,0 4 14,61 .3,321:31 s 3,3115 1,68,3 115 1,66,S 
VI .BuJ~ding 3,1S,9 3,35,0 3S,6 2.96,4 2,04,1 1 S2 8 21 'l 1 '~~1 __ 1_1_ --- ·--6- ___ ,, ___ ,, ___ I·---~'---' 

.Materisla Rs 1,10,4 1,oa,9 83,.3 

1
. 5 6 11 02 3 ' ' •J '"' ,4 17 1, 19,7 5,0 ,4 :3117 4,74,7 4,96,0 301 9 4165,1 

---1 I ,· I I '--'-'_, __ 1,_63_,_3, 9,3910 1,0613 27,1 7912 1,4815 21,9 11261 6 ,3184,4 1111 1 5 2,721 9 
---' I ,, ___ , ___ , ___ ---•---

Wood 11 141 1 1,12,0 90 '- I I 

\r , 11:34,2 36,7 97,5 6515 319 61,6 64,7 1313 51,4 1 3 7 1 1 1 20 6 
\Chive, elu etc. 9418 81,4 8,1 ,3S,3 • 5, 5, ' ' 
\ 49,5 79,5 2,2 , 38,1 2:,0 10,3 3516 118 33,S . 6913 ·4,5 64,8 8117 519 75,8 

dtasses Rs 6619 58,9 11,9 58,9 1,(),18,7 4:~ to,~!:~- 2115 2 21,3 3913 3,4 35,9 6~~4 2, t 64,3 
Colour 4:3,6 4,0011 12,1. 615 5,6 1,:38,0 10,9 1,27,1 2,63,4 6416 119818 

I t ~-~ 
'...."'------ -~----··--- --- ---Rs 1,37,8 1,39,4 15,9 1,23,11: , __ _ 

.In J 1,9:3,0 2,4 1,90,6 1,67,1 24,1 1 43 0 3 09 4 52 3 2 57 1 7 4 'l 
--- , ___ ~'-_71 ,__ 8 3 .a 2.2 I I I I J I I ,9 IJ 56,5 71:3718 

t 
-
---' 2 t 1 3 .3 2. 7 7 1 6 

3 4 5- --6-'--7-1 8 --;--rl·-,-0-,_1_1_ 12 ·---1 I '---

----.\&·--- ----·--=--1.1 ·--- --- _1_3 __ 1_4 __ 1_; __ 1_6 __ 1_7_ 

-----.-

j I 

2 

4S,5 



- 2-

------' ------·---- --- ---·-·--- --- --- ---·-·--- --- ---·-· ----- ---- ---1 2 .3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 If 12 1.3 14 15 16 17 
--~----·-· ----·----·---·---·---l---- ----·--- --- ___ , ___ ,..;_ ___ , __ , _____ , ___ , ____ , 
VIII Tobacco 

fr Snuff 
;,a 26,8 72,1 12,4 .31,2 7,3 • 24,9 5,3 24,0 12,6 · 49,4 

Rs 78,6 1,.32,5 3,3 61,9 9,3 3,1.2,2 15,8 1,28,3 19,7 2,26,5 33,5 ------ ___ , •...---•--- ---·--- ___ , _________ , ____ , __ , ___ , ______ , ___ , __ _ 
Tobacco 
Cigar and 
· Cieerettes 

2011 
78,6 1,32,5 

70,7 
3,3 1 ,29,2 

7,4 
61,9 

29,4 
9,3 52,6 

23,'7 
1;,8 

2~2 
3,26,4 1,211,3 

23,2 3,7 
19,7 · t,o8,6 2,66,5 

46,9 
33,5 2,.3.3,0 

--·----·-·--- ·------ --- --- ---- ---- ---~-.--~---- ---'---~--- ·---- ---- ----
IX Household 2;6 12,8 9,9 2,9 8,1 4,1 4,0 4,4 1,7 217 · 1,1 4,9 17,5 4,8 12,7 

Materlala Rs 2618 151 1 11 1 7 11 251 2 59,9 65,9 ____ , --·---·- , ___ , ___ , __ , ___ ,_ '-·--- ---- _____ , ___ , ___ , , ___ , ___ 1 

China Clay 
Utenslls 

2,6 2,6 '.3,1 3,1 7 7 Rs 7,' 9 6,2 11,4 

P\imiture 216 41 0 · 1,2 21 9 · 118 11 1 117 3 114 'Rs 19,6 14,1 51 5 · 1 ,b7 ,4 5.3,4 54,0 
------· ' I ' , __ , ___ I ·~--· ., __ ,_ ' ' , . ' , , __ , 

X Cotton & Rs251 0016 35,52,6 11,t91 5 24,331 1 53182,4 25191,7 27,90,7 40,36,5 23,18,8 71 1717 49182,S 16,21,0 33,61 18 81,06,0 34,64,3 46,41,7 
Woolen mmds • .3,1 71 1 · ·3,4 · 317 101 9 6,0 4,9 5,0 2,1 ·2,9 11 9 2,0 .3,3 4,2 

piece t;oods 
--------' ----'--'--' '---t I..L..----1.-.f ;t t I '---'- t 

. " . 48,00,4 14,32,1 .33,68,.3 57,07,1 .3.3,7.3,1 2:3,34,0 
Cotton Cloth liB 231751 8 341 6:3 17 101:3315 241:30 12 5:3,5812 25188,1 27,701 1 .39,97,2 2.3,11,8 16,8514~ · · · 

Silk Rs 11241 8 9018 6,9 83 1 9 19,2 .31 5 15,7 25,2 4,2 21 10 

Leather goods 2.3,5 .371 9 20,6 17,.3 47,0 501 0 3710. .35,7 1,3 98,3 26,1 72,2 1,72,2 46,6 11 251 6 
" 

Sld.n 9,8 2,1 7,7 1,8 9,1 1,9 6,9 14,0 11,6 11,7 4 

XI Total 
--- --- , ___ --- --- ---- __ ,__, ___ , ___ ---- --- , ___ --- ·---- --- ---

mnds. 12,5 
:37,9 

,3,0 
20,6 

15;,0 
47,0 

.3,4 
5o,o 

tf,6 11,5 2,5 9,0 i4,0 2,4 11,6 11,7 4 11,.3 
.37,0 .35,7 1,3 2,05,4 39,1 1,66,.3 .3,92,5 97,8 2,94,7 

-----' --~---'--'--'---'--- --- ---·--··--- --- ---~----·---- ---·---
XIII Cuttlery & 22,6 912 110 812 11,0 11 1 9,9 9,4 1,6 7,8 

. Stationery Rs 5,8 514 51 4 6,4 7 5,7 3,0 4 2,6 4,04,9 1,09,0 2,95,9 11,3.3,4 21 89,9 81 4.3
1
5 

-'---'--''---~-·---'--·1'---t'---'---lr--- _ _..._, · t I t . t I t 

Stationery' 
Bangles 

9,1 
1.3,5 

6,8 

1,9 

6 

4 

6,2. 

1,5 
6,9 
1,6 

7 
3 

6,2 

1,.3 
4,6 

1,4 

6 

6 
4,ffis 3,42,9 1,02,0 2,40,9 6,91,2 1,94,9 4,96,.3 
8 --- , ___ ·--- , ___ ,_...__ ·------ ---- --- , ___ ·~---~--- , ___ ·---· ,. ___ ·---

XIV Hardwa~ .!\: 4018 
Machine:cy n... 4 ..., 6 - ,.,r, 

6018 21,6 .39,2 .66,5 ·18,4 
;,15,1 '3,6.3,2 1,51,9 8,85,7 9,14,0 

48,1 26,2 
6,01,7 --7--' --- --- ___ ,___ ---...~1----l...L __ _ 

Iron / 

Cyo)~e & Cycle Rs 
accyessories 

12,9 19,0 
31,4 

Mo1:.or 11681 S 
acf:essories 

6,1 
2,2 

12,9 
29,2 

.3.3,4 
58,; 

20,9 1,47,9 1,62,5 18,6 

23,2 
55,1 

43,9 

9,a 
65,2 

1,48,6-

1,0 t9,2 35,6 ;,s 29,8 1,51,1 9,3 1,41 ,8 
2,88,4 3,1.3,.3 s,b8,7 10,14,6 20,02,7 24,4o,o 

' , ___ --- ---·---· ·--~---
2,0 
5,6 

7,8 
59,6 

s, 7 1,.39, 9 

40,.3 
58,2 

<'r't.her Machinerles4,87 ,6 3100,6 .31341 I 6,j2,8 a,li? 10 .3,66,0{ 216910 9710 !!108, 7 10,14,6 19141 1 0 24,.35,2 
,li I I t--~--- ___ t '---t <', I I I ~---t f ~---· 
~·~v _ 8,1 1,01 ,9 1 ,24,2 _ idq:a ~ ~- 7 ~~--. ~ 3~ 3,se,e . 3,:26~9 ~ --.2hS --- -

-,~~~lle.neous Ra
1 

·1,07,0
1 

47,9, 810
1 

~;: ~~:~ 1 13~~ '/ ~::~ 4,:~:~ 1,71,4 9,46,6 2,22,1 --- ---'---~~· --- ----· , __ , __ , __ , ___ , __ , , __ _ 
ii;).m -4 ' '' ' ' ' - . 1 . '1 f 
1~i v~~" 7,8 - 7,5 22,6 71 4 4,4 · 310 . 7,0, 

.5 leet14,4lf1 7 
4,8 2,2 . 9,7 12,5 

29,48,4 
42,5 
47,2 

55,5 28,92,9 
1.3,2 29,.3 

lotio I! Sf ,8 2,2 79,6 49,1 2,0 47,1 56,3 ~ 
~ .... ", \1Po.'(S'. 4,4 81,6 3,3 22,1 6,95,1 1,78,2 5,16,9 Rs 1,14,5, 

2 56,1 76,4 1,3 75,1 

5,9 1,08,6 4,44,3 1,47,3 2,97,0 
1,3 45,9 

6,0 .3,44,3 2,20,9 2,20,9 --- ---' ,_ , _,. ___ , __ , ___ , __ , ··---· '---·----1 
md,4t,7o,s 10,23,2 45,54,.3 37,76,1 2,s2,5 41,50,6 35,2s,7.7 t8,ot,8 
Ra .3:3, 1.3,5 · - t6, 1.3,8 77,25,6 .39, 75,4 27,24,9 76,o6,a 43, 75,s 68,84,6 
md. .39;6s,o 29,44,8 'tl, 78,2 19,45,3 16,62,s 6,21 ,a..-.3 5.3,96,8 35,95,0 
Ra 4?,39,7 29,25,9 .3.7,50,2 54,.32,8 27,0.7,9 .32,31,0 ' 1,41,24,.3 72,39,7 ----· ___ , ___ , ___ , ___ , ___ , ___ ,, ___ ,, ___ ---. , ___ , _ _,__, ___ ,. ___ ,, ___ ,, ___ , ___ , 

2 .3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 '' 12 1.3 14 15 16 17 
-----~-' --- --- ...,-------..I _,, __ .._ ___ ,._ , ______ ...._ --- ---tf ___ --- '--- --- '---

Grand Total 

1 
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Chapter III. 

Trade. 

We propose in this chapter to deal with the trade of 

Kolhapur city in the following order (i) Volume of trade, 

(ii) vfuolesale Trade, (iii) Retail trade, and (iv) Itenerent 

traders. 

{i) Vol~~e of Trade : To arrive at the figures of volume 

of trade of the city of Kolhapur, we must first ascertain the 

net imports of commodities into the city. To this should be 

added the volume of products of local industries. These 

figures, if available, would then indicate the size and bulk 

of business handled by dealers in the city of Kolhapur. 

Reliable statistics of import and export of commodities 

to and from Kolhapur were not available. Statistics of export 

trade were totally lacking. Some were collected by us in 

respect of certain commodities like gul and groundnut in the 

course of our detailed investigations. The export figure 

available from the railway records was of no use to us because 

from 1942 onwards only the total money value of all goods 

sent by railway was available. · This could hardly throw light 

on the nature and composition of exports from the city. 

The data regarding imports into the city were also in

adequate and defective. These were collected by the Kolhapur 

ll!unicipal Borough in the course of the administration of its 
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octroi system. These were available for the period 1941-1946 

only. No records for the period before 1941 were available. 

We were informed that they had been destroyed by the 1-<unici

pality. 

Important Changes since 1941 Some important changes 

were made during the period 1941-46 in octroi schedules. 

Prior to 1941 no separate record for re-export was maintained. 

The commodities that were re-exported within a specified 

period were not noted at all. This defect was removed in 

1942 when the Kolhapur Kunicipal Borough began to maintain a 

separate record of all co~nodities that were re-exported. 

Another change was in regard to the year. Before 1945 

the Nunicipal year began on 1st April every year and ended on 

31st li.arch next year. From 1945 this was changed and the year 

began on .1st June and ended on 31st b.ay next year. Octroi 

statistics for the year as defined in 1945 are available for 

the period after 1945· Again the octroi duty charged by the 

Kolhapur .1-iunicipal Borough before 1945 was levied on the 

weight. But from that time the octroi duty on certain commo

dities like spirit, furniture, stationery, etc. was levied on 

~he valuation of the commodities. These changes necessitated 

the presentation of two six monthly tables for the year 1945 

because the last two changes were made in the latter half of 

1945. 

Defects : The octroi figures of the Kolhapur Ic.unicipal 

Borough suffered from yet another defects. l•.any of the 
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octroi stations in Kolhapur city were not provided (even at 

the time of writing) with weighing scales. The statistics 

of weights of imported goods in octroi records were not 

actual but estimated weights of the imported articles. The 

approximate weight of commodities was estimated according to 

the following official scale : 

( 1 ) Commodity brought in cart drawn by 16 Bengali 
two bullocks Jl.aunds. 

(2) Commodity brought in cart drawn by 8 Bengali 
one bullock Jl.a.Ut'ldS • 

(.3) Goods carried on the back of a horse - .3 Bengali 
or a bullock maunds. 

(4) Goods carried on the back of an ass 2 Bengali 
maunds. 

The weights recorded were therefore only approximate 

and were subject to both over and under estimation. Besides, 

all goods brought in the city in head-loads and weighing less 

than 15 seers were exempted from octroi duty. 

As already pointed out, the Kolhapur I•1unicipal Borough 

began to maintain two sets of records from 1941, one for all 

imported articles which were liable for octroi duty, and the 

other for commodities that were re-exported within a specific 

period and on which refund of octroi could be claimed. As a 

matter of fact, the first schedule of total imports should 

indicate the gross imports of commodities into Kolhapur city. 

To arrive at net imporfs, the figure of re-exports should be 

deducted from them. But the figures of import and re-export 

of commodities in the l'1unicipal records show such great des

crepancies that they raise grave doubts as to their validity 
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and correctness. Take for example the case of sugarcane seed. 

This item is shown on the re-export side only without any 

entry on the gross import side. How can there be re-export 

without import? Surely sugarcane seed was not produced in 

the cityt Or take the example of colasses and tobacco, where 

for all the years re-exports exceed imports. In regard to 

molasses there might be possible explanation. The molasses 

was purchased from the sugar mill which was situated just on 

the outskirts of the Kolhapur city but beyond the l,,unicipal 

limit. vJhatever molasses was exported had to pass through 

Kolhapur l-lu..l'licipal area on its way to the Railway station and 

therefore was subject to octroi duty. But the octroi clerks 

knowing well that refund on it would have to be immediately 

given, might not be making any entry on the gross import side. 

If this system would have been uniformally folloued in all 

such sommodities, ou~ task would have been easier. But that 

is not the case, for in certain years in the case of sugar 

and machinery re-export figure exceeded imports. Apart froo 

this, in the case of gul and groundnut, no such refund was 

given although they were imported and re-exported in large 

quantities. Their export was not recorded in the re-export 

schedule. 

This meant that the figures of net imports contained in 

the octroi records were absolutely incorrect. The available 

statistics with all these defects are presented here in the 

table No. ~ for whatever they are worth without any CO!liment. 

The import statistics available from octroi records were not 
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classified into any uniform groups of commodities such as 

Food, Grocery, l<:cilk and !>.ilk products, etc. \'ie had, therefore, 

to rearrange these figures and group them in a uniform marmer 

for presentation in table. 

{ii) Wholesale Trade : 

General : The information relating to the location and 

number of wholesale and retail shops as collected by us in 

the course of our investigataion has already been presented 

in Chapter II with the necessary comments. It has been pointed 

out ·that as regards the census of wholesale establishments, 

the statistics have to be looked upon with reservation. In 

the first place there was no ready yardstick to differentiate 

a wholesale shop from a retail one. In urban cities like 

Kolhapur the majority of so called "wholesale shops" belonged 

to what may be termed as the mixed type, doing both wholesale 

and retail business. 

The data regarding the total volume of the trade has 

also been presented in the previous section. These figures 

had to be taken into account with great reservation as they 

suffered from innumerable defects. However, for our purpose 

they might roughly indicate the size and bulk of business 

handled by dealers in Kolhapur city. Of course, the figures 

of the volume of production of important local industries 

like Bidi manufacturing, Cloth weaving etc. had to be added 

to the above data to have a complete picture of the trade. 

From the data of the census of establishments as presented 



in Chapter II, it was clearly evident that the employment 

offered by wholesale as well as retail shops apart from few 

clerical staff was of unskilled manual labour. Due comu1ents 

will be made when we deal with the topic. 

Our account in this section is mainly confined to the 

description of the important wholesale trade. As regards to 

it, we have tried to deal in rather detailed manner about 

groundnut and gul trade as it formed the very backbone of 

wholesale trade in the city of Kolhapur. 

The sources of information about the iifferent types of 

wholesale trade and particularly groundnut and gul trade were 

the records of the various commercial associations existing 

in Kolhapur like the Shahupuri l•ierchants' Association for gul 

and groundnut, Cloth Dealers' Association, etc., Kolhapur 

Government Administrative Reports, some publications of the 

Government of Kolhapur and the information collected by us 

with the help of our printed questionaires. It should also be 

noted here that we were allowed to have recourse to some un

published matters relating to gul industries by the courtsy 

of Dr.P.C.Patil. 

It is obvious from table No. 8 that the bulk of the 

wholesale trade in Kolhapur city was that connected with gul 

and groundnut and that it was concentrated almost completely 

in Shahupuri, in E ward. Before going on to deal with the 

trade as such it is necessary to describe briefly how the 

Shahupuri market came to be developed as a result of a deli-
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berate policy pursued by H.H.Chhatrapati Shahu l•Jaharaj, the 

~~haraja of Kolhapur who ruled the State of Kolhapur during 

1884-1922. 

The Kolhapur territory was noted for the extensive cul

tivation of sugarcane and the manufacturing of gul even as 

early as the middle of the last century. Graham records that 

the total annual production of gul amounted to 4,296 Khandis 

(or roughly 3,000 tons) valued at Rs.1,20,539. (Graha~, op. 

cit., p.221). Since the turn of the century the area under 

sugarcane increased from 14,500 acrea to 27,858 acres in 

1941-44. Before the development of the Kolhapur market, the 

gul manufactured in the State was traded or sold through the 

gul markets a~ Sangli in the north and Rajapur in the south. 1 

Similar was the case with groundnut which w&s extensively 

cultivated in the State. The area under it increased from 

45,846 in the quinquennium ending 1897-98 to 68,297 acres in 

the quinquennium ending 1939-40. A further substantial 

increases took place in subsequent years and in 1944-45 the 

area under groundnut was 1,02,389 acres in the State. ~ 

--------------------------------------------------------------1Sefore the development of the wholesale market at Kolhapur, most of 

the gul produced in the State was marketed through Rajapur in 

the South and Kolhapur gul was knoltm as Rajapur gul in those 

days. Later on a gul market \vas developed at Sangli vlhich vms 

much nearer to Kolhapur and gul producers in Kolhapur St«.te 

increasingly turned to it. (Speech of Hon.B.V.Jadhav, R0venue 

1i..inister, at the opening of' the I'iarketing Commit tee on 25th 

October, 1945, Kolhapur Sarna char, Noveillber 1945). I!XIiX$E".?:JX1l 



H.H.ShahuChhatrapati conceived the idea of developing a wholesale market 

for gul and groundnut in Kolhapur city by giving concessions 

to traders, etc. The new ward of Shahupuri had been established 

in 1$95 at the coronation of His Hi~hness but it had not deve

loped in the following years. H.H.Shahu Maharaj decided to 

develop and locate the wholesale market and trade in gul and 

groundnut in this ward, for which it was also otherwise suitable 

being in the vicinity of the railway station. His biographer 

records that when His Highness visited Kagal in 1$99 "the mer

chants of Nipani were invited to an interview with the I·J8.haraja 

and the discussion turned upon converting Kolhapur into a 

centre of commerce, for which His Higlmess promised various 

concessions to traders who would settle at the Shahupuri". 
1 

~ Q.}X.CXiXI:X., pr.1laXSi)lr. To the merchants thus invited, 

plots of land in Shahupuri were given free for the building of 

shops, etc. Some taxs concessions were also given. As dis

tinguished from the practice, and conventions in the Sangli eul 

market, system of open auctions was adopted at Kolhapur. In 

Sangli there used to be 'covered auctions', i.e. in which 

bidding was made by means of signs of hands of the bidder and 

auctioneer, the hands bein3 covered by a piece of cloth. The 

'covered auctions' were therefore not open and the offer made 

of expected was known only to the two persons concerned, and 

opened tout a field for all sorts of mischiefs and malpractices 

on the part of adtyas and commission agents. In Kolhapur the 

system of open auctions was adopted so as to ensure competition 

and reduce the opportunities of malpractices. 

The market developed steadily thereafter and to-day it 
--------------------------------------------------------------1 : A.B.Latthe, Op.j Cit., p.115. 
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is one of the most important markets of gul and groundnut in 

the Deccan. The credit of this development almost entirely 

belongs to H .H .Shahu I'•aharaj. His biographt::r writes, 11 '£he 

quantity of sugar and jagree (out of which the first was only 

inconsiderable) export from Kolhapur station which means the 

Shahupuri ¥~rket in 1921, the last year of His Highness, was 

4,70,224 maunds which was worth approximately Rs.30,00,000/-. 

In 1894-95 the same article as exported was valued at Rs. 6 

lakhs".1 +!.E.tXXMH~jX~~Xtl!~t~• 

Now we propose to deal separately with the marketin13 of 

gul and groundnut in the following pages. 

Gul Trade The Kolhapur market as already pointed out 

was widely known for its fine quality of Kolhapur gul. It 

was one of the biggest gul markets in I•~arashtra and Deccan 

States. On an average arrivals of gul came to rougluy 25 to 

30 thousand tons a year. 

The Kolhapur gul had its peculiarities by which it had 

established its own reputation. Besides having·a soothing 

saffron colour and delicious taste, it had an exceptional 

preserving quality. The exporting markets for Kolhapur gul 

were Gujerat, Bombay, Karnatak, and Deccan States. In recent 

years it was even exported to Ceylon. 

Area under Susarcane : \Ve enclose herewith the quin-

quennial table of area under sugarcane in the State of Kolhapur 

from 1889. The table brings out one fact pointedly that on 

an avera~e the area under sugarcane in the Kolhapur State had 
--------------------------------------------------------------1 : A.B.Latthe op.cit., p.252. 
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been throughout steady at between 15,000 and 20,000 acres 

except the exceptionally low acreage in the famine years of 

1901 and 1902. There might be various reasons for the steady 

acreage under sugarcane~ Dr~P.C.Patil, in his unpublished 

booklet on "Cultivation by Partnership in Kolhapur" points out 

that "If it was a business on its own account, one would 

expect a great rise in the sugarcane area from 1915 to 1922 

when the prices were high due to world war and a great fall in 

area from 1923 onwards. It is not contended that the variation 

in prices have no effects, but as sugarcane growing is treated 

by Kolhapur farmers as a subsidiary industry they do not look 

to the actual profits of the crop as the main consideration in 

determining the area they put under it"• (Sic) 

Table No.10. 

Area under Sugarcane in the State of.Kolhapur. 

Year 

1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 

-----------------------Average for the 5 yaars 
-----------------------

1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 

-----------------------Average for the 5 years 
-----------------------

Acreage 

15,000 

18,038 
16,034 
16,011 
15,677 
20,867 

17,325 

12,148 
13,019 
15,600 
14,714 
17,305 

14,500 

P.T.O. 



(Table No.10 contd.) 

Year 

1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 

41 

Average for the 5 years 

1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 

Average for the 5 years 

1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 

Average for the 5 years 

1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

Average for the 5 years 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 

Average for the 5 years 

Acreage 

15,580 
15,229 
16 '128 
17' 525 
15,990 

16,394 
15' 221 
26,720 
17,496 
22,761 

19,718 

21,817 
18,149 
22,251 
23,044 
21,474 

21,347 

27,795 
28,671 
26,376 
28,592 
27,687 

27,824 

32,650 
31 '114 
30,112 
30,296 
30,118 

(From "Administrative Reports of 
the Kolhapur State") 

We cannot, however, endorse the views expressed by 

Dr.Y.C.Patil. The fixity of acreage over a long period might 
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be due to some technical reasons also. The lift irrigation 

beling the only means available, it had its own limitations to 

allow more acreage and that is why there could not be remarkable 

increase in acreage under sugarcane planting which mainly 

depended on irrigation. We reproduce below the table showing 

irrigated land in the Kolhapur State since 1932. 

Year 

1932-33 
1933-34 
1939-40 
1940-41 
1941-42 
1942-43 
1943-44 
1944-45 

Land under irrigation 

38,392 
40,263 
53,667 
60,176 
74,797 
37,831 
42,515 
43,079 

(From "Administrative Reports of 
the Kolhapur State") 

The above figures are doubtful as to their correctness 

and reliability. This is obvious from the fact that there 

could be no explanation possible why the acreage in 1942 was 

reduced to almost half the figure during.the year following. 

No doubt, there was acute shortage of accessories like crude

oil, machine tools, and the like, but this did not satisfacto-
' 

rily explain the drastic decrease in the acreage. We can, 

therefore, treat these figures as unreliable. However they 

throw enough light on the point that there could not be conti-

nuous increase in acreage under irrigation beyond a certain 

limit. 

The enclosed tables of the cost of production of gul in 

1927 and present cost of production show that before world war 
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II, the gul industry was never looked upon as profit-yielding 

source. It was only after the world war II that this industry 

for the first time was looked upon as a source of pDDfit. 

There were other reasons besides the rise in prices of gul 

which was also there in the first world war though the acreage 

under sugarcane never responded to it. The introduction of 

new variety of sugarcane like 419 having a yield of 30 tons per 

acre, improved agricultural implements and introduction of 

machine to water the field, were few of the reasons why this 

once a bankrupt industry came into prominence. Rise in prices 

was of course one of the factors that helped to change the 

face of this industry. In 1949 the prices of gul were quoted 

at 1200 per ton, This was an unexpected windfall to the agri

culturist in the nature of profits. It had an immediate effect 

on the acreage under sugarcane. It increased land under 

sugarcane from 20,000 acres in 1940-41 to 30,000 acres in 

1949-50. 

The question would arise why cultivators grew sugar

cane in pre-war days in spite of the losses. The causes were 

not far to seek. The average holding of the cultivators were 

small and the general tendency of the farmer was to grow staple 

food on it. The sugarcane plantation did not come much in the 

way of growing of staple crops. The working seasons for the 

farmer began from June and were over by middle of November. 

It was during this period the farmer was busy with his farming 

and growing of sugarcane did make very little demand on farmers 

labour. So sugarcane goowing was considered as subsidiary 

part of their general farming. It was in fact as stated by 



44 

Dr.P.C.Patil in his unpublished booklet, "Cultivation of sugar

cane by Partnership in Kolhapur State" -- 11 To secure steady 

employment and a field to utilise their spare time and at the 

same time produce rnarketable products". 

P.T.O. 
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Table No.11 

Abstract of Cost of Production per acre of Sugarcane of Different Partnerships 
during the year 1926-27. 

Partner- Yield of Total cost Total Profit & Profit & 
ship Acreage gul or pro- Receipts loss per loss per 

(in lbs.) duction partnership acre ---
Acre Gunta 

I 8 36 3,54,540 4,507- o-o 3,786-13-3 72o- 2-9 8Q-14-1 
(loss) 

II 8 36 44,984 6,105- 7-0 4,522- 5-9 1,583- 1-3 177-13-6 
(loss) 

III 10 5 29,753.5 4,712-11-6 3,118-2-3 1,594- 9-3 157- 7-8 
(loss) 

IV 7 32 12,016 3,146- 1-6 1,446-11-6 1,699- 6-0 217-13-5 
(profit) 

Total 35 29 1,22,607.5 18,471- 4-0 12,844- Q-9 5,597- 3-3 

Average 1 3,431.9 517- Q-7 359- 8-5 156-IQ-9 
per acre 

(From Dr.P.C.Patil's unpublished booklet on "Cultivation of 
Sugarcane by Partnership in Kolhapur State) 
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The present cost of sugarcane growing and gul production per 

acre in the Kolhapur State tsup;.,lied by Director of Agricul

ture, Kolhapur State). 

Ploughing Rs. 
Harrowing, levelling & opening furrows Rs. 
Bunding, making beds & planting Rs. 
Cost of 10,000 sets Rs. 

Irrigation charges by lift irrigation 
by series of 4 mots. Rs. 
Labour for irrigating the crop Rs. 

Weeding Rs. 
2 bags of Amonium Sulphate Rs. 

Half tone groundnut cake Rs. 
20 carts from yard manure Rs. 

Earthing up Rs. 

Harvesting, crushing, making gul Rs. 
Fuel Rs. 
Rent of land Rs. 
Interest on capital Hs. 

I•'larketing Rs. 

r:.iscellaneous Rs. 

60/-
15/-
25/-
50/-

50/-
20/-

40/-
60/-

100/-
100/-

20/-

400/-
30/-

100/-
80/-

30/-

40/-

Total Rs.1,550/-

Total receipt at price of 
50 Atki of 128 seers: 1,750. 

Net profit approximately Rs. 200/-

(From Director of Agriculture, Kolhapur State) 

,. 

The Places of Sugarcane Cultivation : Nost of the 

sugarcane in Kolhapur State was grown on the river irrigation. 

It was cultivated along the river \'iarna, Kadavi, Kasari, Kumbhi, 

Tulsi, Bhogawati, Vedaganga, Bhudargad, and Panchaganga. The 

bulk of the crop was grown on ~Jarna, Tulsi, Kumbhi, and 
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Bhoe;awati. 

From table No.12 it was evident that among the Petas, 

Karvir, Hatkanangale, Radhanagari, Bhudargad, and Panahala 

were very prominent in cultivation of sue;arcane on a large 

scale. 

Table No.12 

Gul Production in Kolhapur State Proper 
(excluding Jahagirs) 

----------------- ------------------- --------------------1943-1944 1944-1945 
Name of Petas ------- ---------- ------- ----------Acreage Production Acreage Production 

----------------- ------- ---------- ------- ----------
Peta Karvir 6,288 45,18,680 7,758 50,10, 500 
Peta Hatkanangale 3,254 60,000 3,830 4,41,620 
Peta Bhudargad 1,782 5,08,084 1,871 2,35,625 
Peta Radhanagari 2,992 17,741 3,468 2,42,760 
Peta Panahala 2,995 1,60,143 2,819 1, 52,172 
Peta Gadhinglaj 2,540 42,970 2,259 1,35,540 
!v.tahal Shahuwadi 1,020 40,240 669 40,130 
li;ahal Shiro! 537 1 o, 751 631 12,000 
!:.tahal Raibag 430 20,540 615 17,199 
:fiiahal Katkol 7 40 7 40 
----------------- ------- ---------- ------- ----------Total 21,845 53,79,189 23,927 62,87,586 
----------------- ------------------- -------------------

(Source • Kolhapur Administrative Reports) • 

I'lethod of Growing Sugarcane in Kolhapur State l•lost of 

the sugarcane in the State was grown either on well irrigation 

or river irrigation. It was estimated that nearly.~ of the 

sugarcane was gro\vn under well irrigation and the remaining 

under river irrigation where bullock water lifts or I•,ots were 

widely used to raise \'Tater. In recent years water lifting 

machines were being used in increasing number in the place of 

I•Iots. 



Farming by Co-operative li,ethod : 'Phad System' or the 

co-operative farming was another peculiarity of sugarcane 

plantation in Kolhapur State. In the last two decades many of 

the provinces in the Bombay presidency tried with little success 

to develop farming on co-operative basis. In Kolhapur State, 

however, the ignorant farmers had developed an indegenous. 

system which could very well be compared with the co-operative 

farming. This system had been working very smoothly. It had 

all the advantages and merits of a co-operative farming minus 

its red tapism and complicated routine wbrk. 

In this system popularly known by the name 'phad', the 

almost entire crop was grown on partnership system, i.e. a 

system of co-operation in which number of cultivators residing 

in a village came together with the object of growing sugarcane 

by common labour and the profits accrued were divided propor

tionately. The phad consisted of 16 shares of one anna each. 

The one anna share may mean either pooling of the labour of 

one man and one bullock or one man or one bullock according 

to the terms fixed at the time of forming the 'phad'. The 

group thus formed hired land on rent on their joint responsi

bility, borrowed money if necessary from the money lenders or 

co-operative credit societies. They ploughed, manured and planted 

the cane. After harvesting they crushed, boiled the juice and 

turned it into rawas. The product was then taken to market for 

being sold through a dalal (middleman). After deducting the 

expenses, the profits were distributed proportionately among 

the shareholders. After this the same phad continued for the 
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next year or another phad was formed with the new shareholders. 

The Process of Preparing Gul : After cutting the cane, 

it was crushed either on crusher driven by bullocks or power 

crusher. It was estimated that extraction of juice came to 

about 62 to 65 per cent in the case of crusher driven by bullocks 

and 66 to 70 per cent in case of power crusher. The other 

auxilliaries required for preparation of gul were as follows 

(i) Round Pans Bottom 7' 6" Top gt 6" 
' ' Depth 2' 

(ii) Container 
(Juice receiver) 

3~' to 3' 

(iii) Tani: for Storage 2~ X n• X 6n 

(iv) .f;Ioulder 2 to 3 dozens • 

The furnaces provided were generally simple without 

any flue. Sometimes Chimeneys were also provided. 

First the juice was taken into storage pan and then to 

the boiling pan, which usually held 1600 to 1800lbs. of juice. 

It was boiled for 3 hours continuously to a maximum tempera

ture of 1180 c. The fuel required for this was somewhere 

between 800 to 1000 lbs. 

When the temperature reached roughly 85° C. the first 

scum was removed and the second and third were removed as they 

went on gathering. The juice was to be stired from time to 

time. Then came the bubbling stage when boiling moss settled 

down and immediately the juice was poured into the cooling pan. 

Here stirring was essential in order to get uniformity in colour. 

It was then filled in moulds from which blocks were prepared 
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and then removed after 8 to 9 hours. The blocks of gul then 

were generally sent to market after 2 or 3 days. 

In the middle of the boiling process, generally sodium 

bicarbonate was added to remove the dirt. It acted as clarri-

fying agent. 

Export ~~ket for Gul : The main export markets for 

Kolhapur gul were Gujarat and Kathiawar. Both of these used 

to import more than 70 per cent of the total export of gul 

from Kolhapur in pre-war period. First grade gul usually went 

to Gujarat and Kathiawar. 

The other exporting markets for Kolhapur gul were Bombay 

Province, and Karnatak. Fifteen per cent of the total gul 

export was consumed in Bombay Province and nearly 10 per cent 

in Karnatak. The low grade gul was generally consumed in 

Karnatak. The following table will give the idea of the 

export market. 

Table .No .13 

Export and Import of Gul 
(in Tons) 

'Export to ------- ------- ------- -------- '------ ------ ------ ------
Year Imports Exports % to the Clitch Kathi- Baroda Palan-

total a war pur 
------- ------- ------- imports- ------ ------------- ------
1934-35 26,490 18,211 60% 4,967 3,331 5,794 4,139 
1935-36 27,610 18,8J2 68% 5,038 3,451 6,039 4,344 
1936-37 26,668 18,333 68% 5,000 3,333 5,833 4,167 
1937-38 26,260 18,051 68~~ 4,922 3,282 5,744 4,103 
1938-39 26,240 18,040 68% 4,920 3,280 5,740 4,100 
1939-40 30,551 21 ,013 73% 5,731 3,820 6,686 4,776 
1940-41 38,933 27,5fl3 687~ 7,300 4,866 9,344 6,083 
1941-42 26,707 HS,358 68% 5,007 3,33b 5,842 4,173 
1942-43 25,866 16,879 4,850 3,234 4,722 4,073 
1943-44 43,138 9,668 2,497 5,154 2,017 ------- ------- ------- ------- ------ ------ ------ -----
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Table No.14 
Export of Gul 

(in Tons) 

------- -------
Destination 19~-45 1945-46 

' -+--------------- ------~ --------
Gujarat & Kathiawar: 
Cutch 3,856 
Kathia'I'Tar 4,837 
Rajputana States 56 
Gujarat States 905 
Buoda -~728 

Deccan States 
Akalkot 42 
Aundh 
Jath 90 
Jamkhandi 320 
Kurundwad Sr. 345 
lfdraj Sr. 440 
Miraj Jr. 196 
Nudhol 148 
Nanjira 320 
Phaltan 
Sangli 50 
Sawantwadi ... ; ~--~ 2 
Savnur .. 635" 
Ram,durg 481 

Bomba;£ Privince 
Bombay city 4,902 
Bombay Suburb 1,194 

· Poona 1,107 
Sa tara 846 
Thana 356 
Colaba 3,245 
Ratnagiri 38 
Sholapur 5,392 
Dharwar 4,973 
Bijapur 2,337 
Belgaum .. 
Ahmednagar 
Nasik 1,375 
Ahmedabad 443 
Khed 
Sur at 
Panchmahal 
East Khandesh 

ceylon 220 

Sind 114 
----------------- -------

4,719 
6,168 

654 
163 

4,656 

64 
37 
39 

134 
129 
366 

4 
53 

200 
12 

0.16 
1,794 

236 
14 

6,580 
1,889 

348 
1,538 

117 
2,101 

128 
3,403 
3,294 

426 
0.03 
4 

6,291 
1,077 

o.o6 
42 
o.o6 
0.50 

2,202 

-------
supplied. by the Kolhapur f1erchants' Association) 
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Season of i4rketin~ The season of n.arketinr; of gul 

generally be:~ an in October and vias over by the end of June:. 

The seasons of other seconciary ruarrcets like Gadhinglaj, Ju.va

sinr;pore, l-;alkapur in the State corJLH::nced as late as Decc~.ber 

or even January. In other markets of ,.,.ul in .i..aharashtra like 
'" 

KoparGa.on, Baramati, Belapur, the season began in October. 

Table No.15 gives the monthly arrivals of r;ul in the Kolhapur 

market in 1943-44, 1944-45, and 1945-46. 

Table No.15 

r:,onthly Arrivals of Gul expressed in Percenta.r.;e 
of Their Total Annual Arrivals 

--------- ------- ------- -------
I-ionth 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 

--------- ------- ------- -------
SepteLiber .01 
October 1.3 .03 .04 
liovember 6.v 5.5 10.1 
December 20.4 23.9 29.4 
January 24.9 30.4 33.5 
February 17.1 21.5 17.9 
r-.arch 17.3 13.13 8.3 
April 8.1 3.2 .03 
Lay 2.5 1.5 
June .07 .01 

--------- ------- ------- -------
(Tabulated fro;,1 the Record of Shahu-

puri l,,erch<:::.nts 1 Association) 

It can be stlated from the above table that the [CUl 

arrivals in Kolhapur market bec:in to sv;e.ll in Decer.ibi.or and· 

reach their peak in January. December, January, and Fcbrue:.ry 

were the months of the hi::;hest activity in 1t1hich L,ore th<:cn 70 

OJ.
" ti·1.-, total arrivals reached the r:mrket. After per cent ~ 

February arriYals decreased continuously. 
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Table No.16 

Monthly Sales of Gul as expressed in Percentage 

of Their Total Annual Sales 

--------- ------- ------- -------
~-;onth 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 

--------- ------- ------- -------
September 0.1 0.3 
October 1.3 5.09 8.3 
Noverilber 5.06 23.6 27.2 
Dece:ilber 16.5 27.3 32.2 
J&nuary 21.7 23.1 19.1 
February 16.3 15.8 12.2 
r.arch 19.2 3.2 .04 
April 12.7 4.5 
J.-',ay 5.6 .006 
June 1.6 
--------- ------- ------- -------
(Tabulated from the Record of Shahu-

puri J:,erchants' Association) 

As seen from the table No.16 the purchasing activities 

began from Dece,;,ber onwards. Decellibt:r, January February, and 

].\,arch \'rere the important months within wi:dch more ti1an 75 per 

cent of the total sales took place. 

P.T.O. 
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Table No.17 

Table sho1rling honthly Arrivals and DisPosals of Gul 
~ w t.J... ...,._._.._ -

in Percentage of..( the•·I~uling Lonthly Prices 
.::l.u~oC.--

------------------- -------------------- -------------------1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 ----- ----- ------- ----- ------ ------- ----- ----- -------
en r.. rJ) r.. rJ) So. en r-1 (j) Ill r-1 (J) (/] r-1 G) 

r-1 m O.•r-1 r-1 ctl P.•r-1 r-1 til P.•r-1 
Cll t-1 r-1 ctl en r-1 (~ OJ r-1 

.£1 > 0 a>Cll"d > 0 (J) ctl 0 d > 0 .:Jr:l'U 
+> ...... P. () bll § •.-I P. () bD § ..... P. C.) b2 :.::: 
s:l r.. en ...... s:l r.. (/] •.-1 >:: H Cl) ...... >:: ;:l 

.. 9 r.. ...... r..cr>m So. •.-I So. CJ CiS So. •.-I H Cl .d ,..,. < Q P..a:l<:i < Q ll.ca:lS < Q P.,CLld 

----- ----- ------- ----- ------ ------- ----- ----- -------
Sep. .013 

Oct. 1.3 1 .3 9- 8-10 .03 .01 5- 3- 2 .04 .03 9- 2-3 

Nov. 6.6 5.06 7-11- $ 5.5 5.09 5- 4- 7 10.1 8.3 10- 2-0 

Dec. 20.4 16.5 7- 7- 0 23.9 23.6 6- 8- 5 29.4 27.2 10-12-1 

Jan. 24.9 21.7 $- 4- 3 30.4 27.3 $- 0- 0 33.5 32.1 11- 3-7 

Feb. 17.1 16.3 $- 1- 9 21.5 23.1 7- 9-10 17.9 19.1 12- 0-3 

r.,ar. 17.3 19.2 7-12- 1 13.13 15.8 8-14- 2 8.3 12.2 12-12-9 

Apr. 8.1 12.7 8- 7-11 3.2 3.2 8-12- 3 .03 

Lay 2.5 5.6 8- 6- 2 1.5 4.5 8-10- 4, 

June .07 1.6 9- 6- 7 .01 .oo6 9- 4- 4 

---- ----- ----- ------- ----- ------ ------- ----- ----- -------
(Tabulated frolll the HE: cords of Shahupuri l·,erchants 1 Association) 



Table No.18 

Prices of Gul at Shahupuri harket 
from the year 1917 to 1943 

(Prices per Ataki for 128 seers) 
------- -------- -------- --------Year December January February ------- -------- -------- --------Bs Bs Bs 
1917-18 55 to 60 58 to 62 58 to 63 
1918-19 55 to 60 55 to 58 54 to 60 
1919-20 40 to 50 50 to 53 46 to 52 
1920-21 52 to 56 38 to 42 38 to 44 
1921-22 42 to 45 35 to 40 37 to 44 
1922-23 36 to 40 30 to 35 32 to 37 
1923-24 30 to 35 25 to 32 24 to 30 

1924-25 34 to 39 30 to 35 30 to 36 
1925-26 28 to 34 25 ~0 30 25 to 30 
1926-27 22 to 27 20 to 25 20 to 25 
1927-28 23 to 27 19 to 23 20 to 22 
1928-29 22 to 26 25 to 28 24 to 27 
1929-30 22 to 26 20 to 25 19 to 23 
1930-31 16 to 22 13 to 18 13 to 20 

1931-32 18 to 20 15 to 18 13 to 17 
1932-33 16 to 19 12 to 16 10 to 14 
1933-34 11 to 20 11 to 17 9 to 16 

1934-35 11 to 19 10 to 18 11 to 16 

1935-36 13 to 19 11 to 20 14 to 21 

1936-37 11 to 16 10 to 17 10 to 17 
1937-38 11 to 16 10 to 17 10 to 17 
1938-39 14 to 25 11 to 16 10 to 17 

1939-40 9 to 22 19 to 24 20 to 25 

1940-41 11 to 25 10 to 15 10 to 19 

1941-42 11 to 25 10 to 15 10 to 19 

1942-43 45 to 90 45 to 72 32 to 57 
------- -------- -------- --------

(From the Report of Possibility of Sugar 
Industry in Kolhapur and by Personal 

Inquiry with the l'.erchants) 



General Trend of Prices and its Variation : The prices 

quoted in October and November, i.e. at the beginning of the 

season were comparatively higher than the prices that ruled 

in subsequent months. This was due to the small arrivals of 

gul in the market in the beginning of the season. In December 

and January with the increase in gul supplies in the market, 

there was generally a fall in prices. Prices generally 

recovered in February when arrivals began to decline. 

Other factors like export demand, competitive prices 

of gul in other markets also influenced the trend of prices in 

the market. Table No.17 shows the general tendency of varia

tions in monthly prices. The table however did not rightly 

express price-trends resulting from the free play of deruand 

and supply. V~ny restrictions were imposed on the price~, 

supply, movement, etc. of gul from 1943 and the prices for 
Jj.~ 

that and subsequent years ~ not reflect the free play of 

demand and supply during that period. 

Comparison of Kolhapur Gul Prices With Prices of Gul in 

Outside Y~rkets : It was a fact that Kolhapur gul of the first 

and second grade fetched a premium over other type of gul of the 

same grades manufactured elsewhere and available in other 

markets. As already pointed out, the Kolhapur gul had a better 

preserving quality, good taste and colour. For the sake of 
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comparison, we reproduce here the market price of gul in Kolhapur 

and Kopargaon. 

Table No.19 
Prices of Gul at Kolhapur and Kopargaon 

(Price per 5 outs, i.e.588 lbs.) 
--------- --------- ---------194.3 . Kolhapur Kopargaon 

Rs. Rs. 
Feb. 9th 142- 8- 0 105- 4- 0 

16th 14.3- 8- 0 106- 8- 0 
23rd 145- 8- 0 109- 0- 0 

Mar. 2nd 142- 8- 0 1M- 8- o 
16th 142- 0- 0 111- 8- 0 
2.3rd 149- 8- 0 122- 8- 0 
,30th 146- o- o 114-12- 0 

Apr. 6th 151- 4- 0 115-12- 0 
13th 151- 0- 0 124-12- 0 
20th 160- 0- 0 131-14- 0 
27th 164- 0- 0 1.32- 8- 0 

May 4th 16.3- 0- 0 134- 4- 0 
11th 162-12- 0 1.31- 4- 0 
18th 164- 8- 0 1.3.3-12- 0 
25th 168- 0- 0 138- 8- 0 

June 1st 16,3-12- 0 141-12- 0 
8th 167-12- 0 140- 0- 0 

15th 17.3- 4- 0 141- 0- 0 
22nd 178- 8- 0 141- 8- 0 
29th 177- 8- 0 140- 4- 0 

July 6th 177- o- o 1.38- 4- 0 
13th 176-12- 0 1.36- 8- 0 
20th 176-12- 0 1.36- 0- 0 
27th 177- 8- 0 1.3.3- 4- 0 

Aug. .3rd . 177- 8- 0 128- 4- 0 
10th 177- 8- 0 127- 8- 0 
17th 176-12- 0 126- 0- 0 
24th 177- 8- 0 122- 8- 0 
.31st 178- 0- 0 122- 8- 0 

Sept. 7th 178- 0- 0 120- 0- 0 
14th 178- 0- 0 120- 0- 0 
21st 178- 0- 0 120- 0- 0 
28th 182- 8- 0 121- 0- 0 

--------- --------- --------- P.T.O. 
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(Table No.19 contd.) 

--------- --------- ---------1943 Kolhapur Kopargaon 
Rs. Rs. 

Oct. 5th 185- 0- 0 12~- 0- 0 
12th 195- 0- 0 13 - 0- 0 
19th 228- 0- 0 144- 0- 0 
26th 265- 8- 0 147- 8- 0 

Nov. 2nd 276- 0- 0 146- 0- 0 
9th 233- 0- 0 143- 4- 0 

·16th 208- 0- 0 162- 8- 0 
23rd 204-0- 0 169- 4- 0 
30th 214- 0- 0 165- 8- 0 

Dec. 9th 205- 0- 0 167- 8- 0 
16th 208- 0- 0 158- 0- 0 
23rd 205- 0- 0 152- 8- 0 
30th 200- 0- 0 170- 0- 0 -------- --------- ---------

(Statistics from Bombay Govt.Gazette 
-- Bombay Gul ~~ket, 

Weekly Controlled Prices) 

Description of Kolhapur ~arket The gul market is 

situated in Shahupuri in the vicinity or the railway station. 

It was located in two straight lanes which had roughly 

accommodation for 200 shops. No separate godown facilities 

existed e~cept the shops themselves which were often used as 

godowns in case of emergency. In the busy season gul lumps 

were often stocked on the streets opposite the shops. 

There were roughly 350 merchants in the market of whom 
Q..-

122 are Dalals or middle~n, the remaining being Kharedidars 

or pucca Adatyas. Besides these there were weighmen and Hamals 
. . 

who worked on piece rates. 

Arrivals of Gul Producers of gul brought gul rawas 

or lumps of gul in bullock carts to the Shahupuri market either 
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went 
in the evening or early in the morning. They generallyjga to 

their own Dalals with whom they had previously established 

business connections or from whom they had borrowed money. No 

sooner the carts arrived the .Hamals unloaddthe cart at the 

shop of the Dalal. The lumps were then rearranged in their 

shops according to their grades. The auction took place in 

the afternoon and was over in an hour or two. The later part 

of the day was devoted to weighing, settlement of accounts, etc. 

!Jiethod and Unit of Offering Prices : When the gul was 

shown to a prospective buyer, he took a lump of gul at random 

from any of the gul lump~tasted it and felt it by hand to 

appraise its softness or hardness. In offering the price, the 

buyer took all these into consideration. 

The Dalal auctioned the produce at a particular time 

of the day when all the intending buyers were present. During 

the months December, January, when the arrivals of gul carts 

amounted to more than 500 every day, all the arrivals were not 
,,~ .......,L-

generally auctioned. After auctioning 10 to 15$ of the total 

arrivals of gul, the price of·gul for that particular day was 

settled and accepted by the wholesale merchants and the 

remaining produce was sold by direct negotiations with the 

buyers around those prices. 

Gradation : Kolhapur gul was classified into three 

grades -- the first grade of gul was yellm-dsh red, hard and 

sweet to taste. The second grade was also of the same descri

ption as the first grade but was slightly less sweet. The 
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third grade was blackish red in colour, soft and not very 

sweet to taste. 

Unit of offering prices : In all the markets in I•Jahara

shtra, the unit of offering prices for gul differed from market 

to market. In Kolhapur the unit of price for gul was expressed 

in Ataki of 128 seers -- i.e. 256 lbs. At Baramati it was per 

lb. while at Poona it was per palla. We give below the unit 

of price for gul at different markets which will give some 

idea of it. 

At Kolhapur 

At Belapur 

At Sangli 

ixmcxX 

80 Tolas 
16 Seers 
8 1-launds -

80 Tolas 
120 Seers 

78 Tolas 
16 Seers 
.8 Naunds.-

1 seer 
1 l•laund 
1 Ataki 

1 Seer 
1 Palla 

1 Seer 
1 1-laund 
1 Ataki. 

(Price offered is 
on Ataki) 

Weighment, Delivery of Goods and Its Payment As soon 

as the price was settled the produce was weighed in front of 

the Dalal's shop by his .Munim or by the Dalal himself. If the 

produce was sold on the very day of its arrival the weighing 
1 

was attended by the producer himself. But in case the sale 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : After the application of Agriculture Produce Act of 1945 

the weighing was done by the licenced weighmen appointed 
by ~~rket Committee who are independent of buyers and 
sellers. They are paid annas 8 per cart of gul or ground
nut weighed. 
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was delayed, the goods were generally left to the care of the 

Dalal who attended to their subsequent sale. 

Rejection of Gul Rawas : When a buyer offered a price 

for gul, he offered it on the understanding that the gul was 

of a certain grade. At the time of weighing he reserved the 

right to reject any number of gul lumps if they were not up to 

the standard and quality he had bargained for. This system 

of rejection of gul was common to all gul markets in Bombay 

Province with certain variations. In Baramati, Nira, Gadhinglaj 

markets, only broken lumps of gul were allowed to be rejected. 

In some markets like Kopargaon, and Poona, limit for rejection 

per cart was fixed. At Baramati 13 lumps in 100 and at Poona 

4 in 23 lumps, were allowed to be rejected. In Poona the 

rejected lumps were again bought by the same buyers at one 

rupee less than the price originally fixed. 

The system of rejecting without any fixed limit in 

Kolhapur was det~rimental to the interest of the agriculturist. 

It generally happened that when the prices went down after 

the purchase of gul, the buyer seized the opportunity of 

rejecting as many lumps as possible to minimise his losses. 
; """l 

The practice has now been disallowed by the ~~ket~Committee. 

Functionaries of the 1-larket : There were several 

functionaries who figured in assembling and distribution of 

gul, The brief account of the important functionaries is given 

below. 

(i) Dalal or Kacha Adatya Those who functioned as 
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only middlemen between buyer and sell~r were called Dalals or 

Kacha Adatyas. They generally provided short term finance to 

the gul producer at the time of harvesting the sugar crops. 

Their work consisted in selling the produce, weighing, colle

cting bills, etc. In Kolhapur market these Dalals numbered 122 

at the time of our survey, of these 52 are ~~rathas, 42 Jains, 

27 Lingayats and one Muslim. 

(ii) Pucca Adatya : Those who were commission agents 

of customers outside Kolhapur city could be described as Pucca 

Adatyas. They numbered more than 250 and the majority of them 

were Gujaratis who had settled in Kolhapur for business. They 

bought and eold gul on behalf of outside buyers. They had also 

to attend to weighing, packing, despatching etc. etc. In the 

course of our inquiries we found that these Kharedidars were 

financiers of petty Dalals. They usually deposited a sum with 

the latter at a rate of interest between 8 to 12 percent per 

annum. Some Dalals informed us that because of this financial 

dependence they had at times to sell gul to the Kharedidars at 

rates below the ruling rate in the market. 

(iii) Co-operative Sales Societies : Recently before 

our survey an attempt was made in the direction of the establish

ment of a co-operative purchase and sale society. Only one 

such society was functioning in Kolhapur market,that too, in 

the teeth of opposition of the merchants. It was in 1939 that 

this society -- Kolhapur Cultivators Purchase & Sale Society 

was registered. For the first few years the Society was on 

the verge of bankruptcy due to imperfect knowledge_ of the 



method of sale, red tapism, absence of personal touch with the 

cultivators, and above all lack of honesty on the part of the 

officers concerned. But the war gave it a helping hand. The 

help received from Kolhapur Government was also considerable 

in recent years. At the time of our survey it was functioning 

very well. 

(iv) Hamals or labourers who were engaged in loading 

and unloading the gul carts and in the weighing, packing, 

despatching, etc. of gul, lbg) worked on piece rates. It 

was usual for a shop in Kolhapur market to recruit a batch of 

Hamals for the season and to get the work for that year done 

by it. 

Various ~~ket Charges : When the gul was bought to the 

market and sold, a number of deductions were made from the 

sale proceeds before they reached the producers. These were 

the following : 

(i) Octroi Duty : Up to 1940 a l'~unicipal duty of 

Re.1-0-0 was levied on each cart of gul entering the r."unicipal 

limits. In 1940 it was reduced to annas o-e-o per cart. 

(ii) Commission or Dalali This represented the 

remuneration of the middleman paid by the seller. It was 

Rs. 0-1-6 per maund of 16 seers before the Agricultural 

Produce Act (1945) was passed. After that the ~~rketing Commi 

ttee had fixed it at 9 pies per one rupee. The commission was 

thus made variable with the price instead of being a fixed 

charge on quantity. 



(iii) Handling Charges These were the charges payable to 

the labourers engaged in unloading the gul carts. The usual 

charge was six annas per cart of 24 lumps of gul. Recently 

the ¥~rketing Committee had fixed it at g annas per cart of 24 

lumps. 

(iv) Weighing Charges There was no such charge 

before the enactment of the marketing Act, 1945. The weighing 

was attended to by Dalal or his 1-~unim. But after passing of 

the act weighing was done by licenced weighmen whose charges 

were g annas for weighing a cart of 24 lumps. 

(v) Quality Allowance and Charity : Deductions were 

also made on both these counts from the proceeds of sales 

before the 1';arketing Act 1945 came into force. We give below 

cost of marketing 256 lbs. of gul that had to be borne respe

ctively by the producer in 1930, 1943 and after the Act was 

applied 

*(a) Year 1930 (cost of marketing 256 lbs. of gul) 

Brokerage Rs.o-g-o @ one anna per 32 lbs. 
Hamali Rs.0-0-6.6 @ 3 annas per cart of 

1 ,400 lbs. · 
Charity (Panjarpole etc.) Rs.0-0-2.7 
Allowance in weight Rs.0-2-11 @ 17 rupees per 

12g lbs. 
----- Rs.0-11-7.3 

(b) Year 1943 

Brokerage Rs.0-12-0 @ 1~ anna per 32 lbs. 
Hamali Rs.0-1-4 @ g annas per cart 
Dharmadaya Rs·.o-0-2.5 

--------------------------------------------------------------* Cultivation of Sugarcane by Partnership in Kolhapur State 
-- Unpublished manuscript by Dr.P.C.Patil. 
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Allowance in weight 

------ Rs.1-2-6.5 

Rs.0-5-0 @ 2/3 lb. per 12$ 
lbs. 

(c) After the application of llarkct Act : 

Brokerage Rs.1-1-6 @ 3~ pies per rup~e calculated 
lt the rate of lis.60 per 
128 lbs. of gul. 

Hamali 
Cess 

Hs.0-2-0 
Rs.0-0-2.5 

Rs.1-3-B.5 

The statement gives us a comparative view of the cost 

of marketing which excludes the charges like octroi duty, 

carting rates, etc. The application of the Iciarketing Act has 

helped the producer to realise better prices by minimising the 

costs of marketing. At first sight, one may think th~t 

marketing charges had actually risen after the application of 

the Act. This rise was due to the fact that the commission or 

Dalali was not a fixed amount but varied directly with the 

price of gul. If we take into consideration the price of gul 

at Rs.17 per ataki in 1930 the Dalali would have been annas 5 

only and the cost of marketing would have come to.annas 8 or 

so per ataki. 

Agencies and Cost of Distribution : The distributing 

cost meant the cost incurred during the sale of goods and its 

movement to its destination. The functionaries who worked in 

the field of distribution were pucca Adatyas in the assembling 

centre, wholesale merchants at the place of destination and 

finally retailers and the consumers. 

Pucca Adatyas : They were also called Kharedidars 1t1ho 

either represented some ;;.rholesale r..;erchants or firm in an outside 
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market. They worked on commission basis. 

Wholesale Merchants They were the merchants at the 

place of the destination. They bought gul either through pucca 

Adatyas or directly from Dalals by sending their O\~ represen

tatives. They also acted as cor.amission agents for the merchants 

in the assembling centre who send gul to be sold through theta. 

was 
Retailer : It/iz the final link in the field of the 

· got 
distribution through which ultimate consumer/~ the produce. 

Since more tpan 60 percent of gul that comes to the 

Kolhapur market was exported, it was necessary to collect some 

information about the costs incurred before the gul reached 

the final consumer. This distribution cost was made up of a 

number of items like the commission of the pucca Adatya, weiehing 

charges, Hamali, cost of packing, cor~ission at the subsequent 

sale at the place of destination, transport charges, etc. 

For the sake of convenience we may group the cost that 

was incurred from the time the gul was purchased at Kolhapur 

till its sale in the ultimate consuming market under two headings: 

(i) Cost incurred at Kolhapur from the time of purchase 

upto its loading in the railway wagon. 

(ii) Cost incurred in the consuming centre including 

.freight. 

The following statement gives the present marketing cost 

per cart load of 28 lumps (about 1,800 lbs.) incurred by the 

purchaser from the time of purchase of' gul till it is .finally 



despatched to its destination at the time of our survey. 

1) Gunny bags for packing@ 5 annas per one rawa 
2) Thick thread for packing @ one anna p~r rawa of gu1 
3) Stitching charges and loading in the cart 
4) Cartage to Station 
5) Hundekari for loading etc. in the wagon 
6) Panjarpol (approximately) . 
7) Commission of the pucca adatya 
8) Miscellaneous charges 
9) ~iarket cess @ 3 annas per rawa 

Rs. 
8-12-0 
1-12-0 
1- 8-0 
1- 2-0 
0- 9-0 
0- 8-0 
6- 0-0 
2- 0-0 
5- 4-0 

27- 7-0 

In order to have a comparitive view of costs for gul in 

pre-war days, we reproduce here a similar calculation which 

was worked out by Dr.P.C.Patil in 1931. 1 

1) Panjarpol 
2) Gunny for packing 
3) Thick thread 
4) Coir rope for packing 
5) Stitching charges and loading in the cart 
6
7

) Cartage to station 
) Hundekari for looking after loading & filling up 

the forms 
8) lvliscellaneous in connection with securing wagon 
9) Municipal charges 

Rs. 
0- 5-0 
2- J-0 
0- 7-0 
0- 7-0 
0- 7-0 
0- 4-0 

0- 2-6 
0- 4-6 
0-10-6 

5- J-0 

These two tables show the cost incurred during the 

process of pur.chasing and loading it in the railway wagon had 

increased five fold in war time. This was of course due in 

larger part to increases in charges of almost all items of 

expenditure. Besides a marketing cess was levied in 1945 which 

came to Rs.5 or so per cart of 24 gul lumps. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Cultivation of Sugarcane by Partnership in Kolhapur State 

-- Unpublished manuscript by Dr.P.C.Patil. 



The second group costs consisted of expenditure incurred 

during the movement of gul till it reached the final consun1er. 

It included railway freight, Hamali at the destination, octrxoi 

duty, commission allowance for gunny cover etc. These were 

different in different places and therefore the distribution 

cost also differed from place to place. 

The Total Charges Incurred and the Price Spread from 

Producer to Consumer : It had already been pointed out that 

when the producer from his village brought his gul to Kolhapur 

market he incurred some expenses by way of transport of gul 

from his village or farm to the market. This amount depended 

on whether the cultivator owned his cart or hired it. It also 

depended on the road and the season. After this the producer 

again had to incur expenses at the time of selling the produce 

in the market. We had already described the various charges 

the seller had to pay. 

The price received by the producer in the primary market 

should generally be the price paid by the wholesale merchants 

at the consuming centres minus all the intermediary costs 

including the incidental charges incurred such as broderage, 

Hamali, Packing, railway freight, again unloading, cartine, 

storing at the place of destination. 

We give below four tables of price-spread between the 

primary producer and the ultimate consumer based on information 

gathered by personal inquiry in the Kolhapur market in 1945-46. 
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~ spread .£!:2!!.! producer to export market ~!!!!.marketing£!. .!:!!!:• 

TABLE.N0.20. --
From Kolhapur to Anand 

(A) Gur Rawas 60. Bengali maunds 45! sold 
at Rs.15-15-0 per Bengali maund 

Marketing charges at Kolhapur market 
payable by the seller :- . 

1) Toll at Kolhapur · 
11) Brokerage ® .3} pies per one Rupee 
iii) Hamal.i @ 12 annas per cart 
iv) Tolai @ a annas per cart 
v) Cess @ one anna and three pies per cart 

Total charges payable by a seller 

Amount the producer received after the 
deduction of market charges 

Rs. As. P. 

3- o- 0 
13- 5- 9 

1-14- 0 
t- 4- 0 
o- 3- .3 

19-11- 0 

713- 7- 0 

(B) Charges paid by the buyer from Kolhapur onwards:

Charges paid up to loading in the wagon at Kolhapur 

(C) 

i) Gunnies for packing@ 4i annas per Rawa 15-15- 0 
ii) Stiching charges @ 1-2-0 per cart load 

of gur 
iii) Cartage to Kolhapur station @ 14 annas 

per cart 
iv) Hunderkari for loading & filling up forms 

@ 6 annas per cart load 
v) Dha:rmaday@ annas 2 per Rs.100 
vi) · Hundi discount @ annas 2 per 100 
vii) Brokerage of Pucca Adatya @ 1-9-0 per 100 

Total Charges 

Charges incurred ·Up to Anand :-

i) Railway fright on 45~ Bengali maunds 
@ WiBJ< Iii o&RM 

11) Cartage' from Anand station to City 
/l @ one rupee per cart 

iii) Tolai at Anand@ 6 annas per cart 
iv) Dha:rmaday@ 6 annas per cart 
v) Godown rent 
vi) Hundi batav (Hundi discount) @ 4 As.per 100 
vii) Brokerage @ 3-B-0 per Rs.100 
viii)Bazzar Adat @ Q-12-0 per 100 
ix) Tapal (letter charges) 

2-13- 0. 

2- .3- 0 

Q-15- 0 
Q-14- 6 
Q-14- 6 

16- 1- 0 

.39-12- 0 

6.3- 2- 0 

2- 8-0 
Q-15- 0 
Q-15- 0 
2- s- 0 
2- 4- 0 

2s- 2- 0 
6-to- 0 
o- 1- 0 

Total charges from Kolhapur Station up to Anand 107- 1- 0 

Total charges from Kolhapur to Anand 146-13- 0 

Gur sold at Anand @ 19-B-0 per Bengali maund 

Rs. As. P. 
1.33- 2- 0 
~ 

891- 2- 0 
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TABLE NO.~. 

From Kolhapur to Baval (In Ahmedabad District) 

(A) Gur Rawas 50. Bengali maunds 39i sold at 
Kolhapur market @ 17-3-0 per Bengali maund 

Market charges payable by seller at Kolhapur :-
Rs. As. P. 

1) Toll tax 2- o- 0 
ii) · Hamali @ 12 annas per cart 1- 9- 0 
iii) Tolai ® S annas per cart 1- o- 0 
iv) Market cess ® one anna & three pies per cart o- 2- 6 
v) Brokerage @ 3k pies per rupee 12- s- 3 

Total charges payable by seller 

Total amount a seller receives after 
deduction of market charges at Kolhapur 

(B) Market charges paid by the buyer from Kolhapur 
up to Baval 

Charges incurred !rom the time of purchase up to 
loading in the wagon at Kolhapur :-

i) Gunny bags, stiching rope for packing 
ii) Stiching charge and Hamali 
iii) Cartage to station 
i v) Dhannada.y 
v) Hundi Batav 
vi) Dalali 
vii) Hundekari 
viii)Letter charges 

Total charges up to loading in the wagon 

(C) Charges incurred during the movement from 
Kolhapur to Baval :-

i) · Railway freight 
ii) Cartage ~ at Baval ® 9 pies per one rawa 
iii) Carting commission at Baval Station @ 

3 pies per Rawa 
1 v) Tolai @ 6 annas per cart 
v) Godom rent 

17- 3- 9 

67o-.4- 3 

14-13- 6 
2-4- 0 
1-1o- 0 
Q-14- 6 
Q-15- 0 

12- 1- 0 
1- 2- 0 
o- 8- 0 

34- 4- 0 

61- 4- 0 
2- 5-6 

Q-12- 6 
Q-12- 6 
Q-12- 6 

Rs. As. P. 

6S7- s- 0 

vi) Dhannadaya ® 1-8-0 per cart 
vii) Hundi Balav ® one anna & six pies 'lfer 100 
v:Lii)Brokerage @ one I"'.lpee per 100 

3- 2- 0 
~o-13-Q 
S-12- 0 

ix) Bazzar Adat @ annas 6 per 100 3- 4- 6 
x) Letter charges o- 8-0 

Total charges during the transit & up to 
Baval 82- 6- 6 

Total charges incurred !rom the time of 
purchase up to Baval 1 16-1o- 6 

Gur sold at Baval@ 22-4-0 per Bengali maund S?S-14- 0 

------------------------------------------------------------ . 
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TABLE liQ..22. 

Rs. As. P. 

From Kolhapur.to Vadnagar 

(A) Gur Rawas 24. Bengali maunds 19 & 16 Seers 
sold@ Rs.1S-0-1.5 per Bengali maund at Kolhapur 331- 5-6 

---~~--~~~~--~~------~~ Market charges at Kolhapur :-

1) Brokerage 
ii) HamaU 
iii) Tolai 
iv) Market Cess 
v) Toll tax 

Total charges payable by seller at Kolhapur 

Rs. As. P. 
6- o- 9 
0..12- 0 
o- 8- 0 
o- 1- 3 
1- o- 0 

s- 6- 0 

Total Sum received by the seller after deduction of 
the market charges 

(B) Charges paid by the buyer 

Up to loading in the wagon :-
1) Gunny & rope/packing @ 6~ annas per Ral-ta 9-12- 0 

for 
ii) Stiching & Hamall charges @ one anna per Rawa 1- 8- 0 
iii) Carting charges to Station 1- o- 0 
iv) Panjarpole @ one anna per cart o- 5- 9 
v) Hundekari o- 6- 0 
vi) Hundibatav o- 4 ... 0 
vii) Letter charges o- 8- 0 
viii)Broi:erage @ 1-9-0 per cart 5-15- 0 
ix) Cess tax by the Govt. 4- 8- 0 

Total charges incurred up to loading in the 
wagon 

{C) Charges incurred in the movement & at the 
Vadnagar market :-

i) Railway freight @ 1-5-6 per Bengali maund 
ii) Hamali & Tolai @ 9 pies per Rawa 
iii) Carting from station to town @ 1i anna 

per Rawa 
iv) Toll tax@ 3 annas per Rawa 
v) Godown rent @ 9 pies per Rawa 
vi) mtarmaday@ 6 pies per Rawa 
Vii) Hundekari @ 1 ~ anna per Rawa 
viii)DaJ.ali @ one rupee per 100 
ix) Miscellaneous 

Tbtal charges at Vadanagar 

Total charges paid by the buyer up to Vadnagar 

Cur sold at Vadnagar @ 21-8-0 per Bengali maund 

Tbtal cost at Vadanagar 

Loss 

24- 2- 9 

24-11- 9 
1- 2- 0 

2-4- 0 
4-8- 0 
1- 2- 0 
0..12- 0 
2- 4- ~ 
4- lv- 0 
o- 2- 0 

41- 1- 9 

65- lv- 6 

322-15- 6 

395-13- 0 

.396-10.. 0 

,_ .,_ 0 
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TABLE LQ.,U. 

From Kolhapur to Hubll 

(A) Gur Rawas :36~ 21 Bengali maunds &: 11 seers 

Marl!:et charges at Kolhapur. :-
1) Brokerage @ 31 pies 
1i) Hamall @ 12 annas per cart 
iii) Tolai @ S annas per cart 
iv) .Market cess Q tk anna per cart 
v) Toll 

Total charges p~ahle by seller 

Gur sold @ Rs.23-9-S.9 per Bengali maund 

Rs • .lis. P. 
s- 2-9 
1- 2- 0 
0..12- 0 
0.. 1- 6 
1- 8- 0 

11-10.. 3 

Total sum received by the seller after deduction or 
market charges 

('B) Charges incurred by the buyer :-

1) Gun11y & stiching rope tor packing 
® 31 annas per Rawa 7- 5- 0 

ii) P.amall It 6 ann as per cart 0.. 9- 0 
iii) Carting charges to station @ 5 annas per cart o- 8- 0 
iv) Hundekari 0.. 6- 0 
v) Railway freight @ 6 annas & 3 pies per 

Bengali maund 11- 7- 0 

At Hubli 

1) Carting charges to the to\m ft 1 rupee 
per cart. 

11) Toll 9 one lll'ln& per Bengali maund 
iii) Hundekari at Hubli 
iv) Dharmaday @ one anna per 100 
v) Hamali 
'9'1) l!avala @ one rupee per 100 
vii) Brokerage @ 3 pies per rupee 

Total charges paid by the buyer 

Total cost or the buyer at Hubli 

,_ 8- 0 

1-1:3-' 
1- 6- 0 
0.. 4-3 
o- 4- 6 
4- 2- 9 
6-4-0 

35- 3- 9 

484- 1- 0 

Gur sold at Hubli ® Rs.18-1~;3.8 per Bengali maund 

Loss 

. (Source : Data collected by us trom various merchants) 

Rs. As. r. 

44S-13- 3 

437- 3- 0 

402- 0.. 0 

B2- ,_ 0 
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From the tables it could be seen that in the three 

typical examples in the marketing of gu1 as shown by tables i:'lo. 

20, 21, and 22 the producer's share in the consumer's price 

was somewhere between 80 and 88 per cent. It meant more than 

15 per cent of the share was eaten up by these charges. In the 

table No.20 where gul was sent to Anand in Gujarat, the produ

cer's share in the consumer's price was nearly 88 per cent. In 

the second example (table IJo.21) where gul was exported to 

Baval in Ahmedabad district, the producer's share came to 

roughly 88 per cent and in third case it was 83 per cent. In 

the fourth example (table No.23) where gul was sent to Hubli, 

actually there was loss for the purchaser. 

(2) Groundnut Kolhapur was an important groundnut market 

in the Deccan. During the world war II, especially since 1943, 

the prices, movements, etc. of groundnut, along with other oil

seeds had been subject to many wartliie restrictions. Because 

of the restriction on the movement of groundnut their arrivals 

in the Kolhapur market had declined considerably. So also 

because of the stoppage of exports of groundnut from Kolhapur, 

the activity of Agents, export houses in the Kolhapur market 

had been cut down very drastically. As a result of this, at 

the time of our survey and 2 or 3 years previous to it the 

groundnut market had assumed a purely local character and the 

main purchaser of groundnut were the local oil mills. In the 

following we have discussed the groundnut market as it functioned 

before. These restrictions as also the way it functioned at 

the time of our survey. 
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Area under Groundnut in Kolhapur State 

Table No.24 

Year 

1892 

1893-94 
1894-95 
1895-96 
1896-97 
1897-98 

------------------Average of 5 years 

1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 

Average of 5 years 

1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 

Average of 5 years 

1940-41 
1941-42 
1942-43 
1943-44 
1944-45 

Average of 5 years 

Acreage 

27,543 

60,097 
60,484 
52,313 
38,201 
18,137 

45,846 

61,560 
52,430 
48,390 
45,801 
40,927 

49,821 

591634 
45,032 
75,397 
77,597 
8),825 

68,297 

84,784 
96,546 

1,02,981 
1,09,410 
1,02,387 

99,021 

(From nAdministrative Reports 
of the Kolhapur State.n) 

The above table shows that the acreaee under groundnut 

in Kolhapur State had increased from nearly 27,000 acr~s to 

one lac acres in 1944-45. The increase was nearly fourfold. 

The increase in acreage under groundnut seed was an all India 

phenomena as can be seen from the following table. 
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Table No.25 
Acreage under Groundnut 

in the l•iain Producing Areas of 

Acreage 
Acreage 
Acreage 
Acreage 

1900-1901 
1910-1911 
1920-1921 
1930-1931 

( In thousand 
to 1909-1910 
to 1919-1920 
to 1929-1930 
to 1939-1940 

India. 1 

acres) 
575 

1,498 
3,643 
6,898 

The main reasons for the rise in acreage were the 

increasing local demands for oil extraction at home and its 

high prices in comparison with other commercial crops like 

cotton. In fact the disparity of prices between these two 

main cash crops had adverse effect on the acreage under 

cotton. In recent years the acreage under cotton had diminished 

all over India due to general policy of "Grow more food" of 

the Government of India. The same was the case with Kolhapur 

State as will be evident from the following table. 

State 

Table No.26 
Acreage under Groundnut and Cotton 

in Kolhapur State. 

--------- --------- ---------Year Groundnut Cotton 

--------- --------- ---------
1900-1901 10,597 20 t 193 
1938-1939 77,597 40,920 
1939-1940 . 83,825 31 J 129 
1940-1941 84,784 28,616 
1941-1942 96,546 33,846 
1942-1943 1,02,981 21,643 
1943-1944 1,09,410 24,832 
1944-1945 1,02,487 11,283 

--------- --------- ---------
(Source Kolhapur Administrative Reports) 

The Place of Groundnut among other Oilseeds in the 

In comparison with the acreage under groundnut seed, 

the acreage under other oilseeds like Karadi or Yerandi is 

almost negligible. The following table is self-

--------------------------------------------------------------1 : From "The Report of the I·iarketing of Groundnuts in India 
and Burma (19471" P• 4. 
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explanatory and needs no comment. 

Table No.27 

Area Under Different Oil-Seeds in Kolhapur State (Proper). 

------------------- ------- ------- ------- ------- -------Name 1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 
------------------- ------- ------- ------- ------- -------
Groundnut 65,374 78,323 83,444 85,292 77,238 

Karadi 2,600 2,243 1,844 1,563 1,303 

Yerandi 58 M 144 81 93 

Other Oil-Seeds 27,666 4,029 7,465 5,006 3,683 
------------------- ------- ------- ------- ------- -------Total 95,69$ 84,663 92,897 21 ,942 82,363 
------------------- ------- ------- ------- ------- -------
Percentage of 
groundnut to total 67% 92% 89% 92% 93% 
area under oil seeds 
------------------- -------- ------- ------- ------- -------

(Source . Kolhapur Administrative Reports) . 

Distribution of Acreage under Groundnut Seeds in 

Kolhapur State : Among the Talukas and .l'iB.hals in Kolhapur 

State proper, Gadhinglaj peta had the biggest area under ground

nut seed. It nearly accounted for 25 percent of total area 

under groundnuts in the State. Hatkanangale and Shirol petas 

came next in succession. The following table gives the idea 

of distribution of acreage among petas in Kolhapur State proper 

in 1944-45. 
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Table No.28 

Distribution of Acreage under Groundnut Seed 

in Kolhapur State in 1944-45. 

----------------- --------Name Acreage 
----------------- --------
City Karvir 3,405 

Peta Karvir 1,86,160 

Peta Hatkanangale 8o,ooo 

Peta Gadhinglaj 1,96,321 

Pet a Shirol 27,024 

Peta Bhudargad 82,678 

Peta Radhanagari 6,053 

Peta Panahala 95,673 

Thana Shahuwadi 50,230 

Thana Raibag 1,000 

Thana Katkol 13,280 

----------------- --------
(Source : Kolhapur Administrative Reports 1944-45) 

The Varieties of Groundnut Seed Grown in the State 

N~in two varieties were common in Kolhapur State, Bold Variety, 

and Lal Bora or Japan. Bold Variety : This type of variety 

of groundnut seed belonged to trailing type. The Bold variety 

of groundnut grown in the State was known as "Kolhapur Bold" 

also. Lal Bora or Japan Variety : This was another type of 

groundnut which found favour with Kolhapur agriculturist. It 

was red in colour, small in size and contained high percentage 

of oil. The oil mills were the common buyers for this type of 



groundnut seeds. 

The Production of Groundnuts (in shell) in the ~~in 

Producing Areas in the Kolhapur State proper : The production 

of groundnuts in shell was nearly on an average 6 to 7 lac of 

maunds in the State proper. The average yield of groundnut in 

the State proper came to nearly 700 to BOO lbs. per acre. 

Table No.29 

The Production of Groundnuts in shell in the State 

of Kolhapur proper. 

(In Bengali maunds) 

----------------- --------- ---------Name 1943-1944 1944-1945 
----------------- --------- ---------
City Karvir 3,405 

t2,25,420 
Peta Karvir 1 ,86,160 ( 

Peta Hatkanangale 8o,ooo 1,42,098 

Pet a Shirol 27,024 25,000 

Pet a Gadhinglaj 1,96,321 35,460 

Pet a Bhudargad 82,678 2.5,000 

Peta Radhanagari 6,053 13,325 

Peta Panchola 95,673 81,262 

Thana Shahuwadi 50,230 55,120 

Thana Raibag 10,000 9,784 

Thana Katkol 23,280 3,300 
--------- ---------7,50,824 6,45,469 

----------------- --------- ---------
(Source : Kolhapur Administrative Reports) 

Season of I•iarketing : The marketing season in ,groundnuts 

depended generally on the type of variety of groundnuts gro~m. 
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The peanut i.e. erfect variety, and 'Red Natal' generally 

arrived in the markets a bit earlier than the spreading varie

ties like 'Bold type'. The following table would illustrate 

the point. 

Table No.30 
i...sl..~ 

Monthly Arrivals of GroundnutsJ..at l•,arkets expressed 

as Percentage of Respective Annual Arrivals. 

--------- ----------- ----------- ----------- -----------(A) (B) (C) (D) 
Month I-iadras Bombay Hyderabad C.P. 

(2 markets) (3 markets) (3markets) (3 markets) 

--------- ----------- ----------- ----------- -----------
April 1 .1 3.2 4.6 2.1 

¥.ay 1 .9 1.9 6.5 2.7 

June 6.4 0.9 2.7 1.6 

July 6.4 0.4 3.9 0.3 

August 9.2 0.7 4.3 0.3 

September 5.8 0.3 4.0 2.1 

October 4.6 14.5 7.5 45.6 

November 14.9 14.5 17.4 21.6 

December 26.2 25.7 16.0 8.3 

January 15.6 21.0 11.7 7.7 

February 5.5 11 .3 12.1 4.8 

~larch 2.4 5.6 9.3 2.6 

--------- ----------- ----------- ----------- -----------(A) Cuddalore Co-operative Warehouse, and Raichur 
Co-operative Warehouse. 

(B) Kolhapur, Dhulia, and Sangli. 
(C) Latur, Raichur, and ~/arangal. 

(D) . Akola, Khamgaon, and :i:·rukapur. • 
(Appendix VIII -- From "The Report on the Groundnuts in India 

and Burma" 1941 edition) 
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It can be seen that in markets like,Khandesh where 
. . 

erect varieties were grown, more than 75 per cent of the 

arrivals were from the month of October to"December. In 

markets further south where spreading varieties were common,· 

arrivals of groundnuts were mostly from the month of December 

to February • 

In Kolhapur where trailing type or groundnut seed was .. . . 
grown, the season commenced from the month of October. It 

reached its peak either in Decembe·r or January and then 

tapered of£, and by the end of May, it declined so much that 

the total arrivals during April and li'.aay did not come to more 

than 3 per cent of the total as can be seen from the follow~ng 

figures or arrivals. 

Table No,31 ,, . 
;..sl..~ 

Monthly Arrivals of Groundnut~in Shahupuri ~~rket 
as Expressed in Percentage of Their Total 

Arrivals. 

----- _..__._..._ __ . --------- ---------Arrivals 1942-1943 1943-1944 1944-1945 --------- ----- -------- ---------
October 3.9 0.9 o.s 
November 57 29.3 8.5 
December 22.8 29.5 20.9 
January. 11.7 24.4. 36.8 
February 2.9 9.3 19.3 
March 0.9 3.8 8.7 
April o.1 1.5 1.2 
.May o.5 0.6 
June 0.2 

·---... --- -------- ------- --------
(From r Shahupuri Z.lerchants' Association 1 s Records) 

Export· : The main export market for Kolha~ur groundnut 

was Bombay• Of the total arrivals of groundnut ill the market 
.... 

it was estimated that nearly 50 per cent was. exported to . . 
Bombav before the world war II. 



Utilisation and Delliand for Groundnut : The quantity 

produced as usual was utilised for 3 main purposes 1 ( i) Sot..rine;, 

(ii) Edible Use, and (iii) Oil Extraction. 

(i) For Seed As pointed out in "The Report on the 

l'.~arketing of Groundnuts in India and llurma" 1 the producer on 

an average retained 15 per cent of the produce for sowing 

purpose. No such figures at Kolhapur could be availed or by us. 

(ii) For Edible Use : The habit of eating groundnut 

kernels and its increasing uses in day-to-day meals were very 

common in India. It was also a very important item of food on 

days of fasting. It was estimated that nearly 4 per cent of 

the total produce is used for edible purpose1 in the Bolilbay 

Province. 

(iii) For Oil Extraction : The crushing of groundnut 
. 

kernels for the manufacture of groundnut oil had rapidly d~ve-

loped in current years. At the time of our survey there were 

two oil mills which were consuming nearly one lac of maunds of 

groundnut kernels every year, i.e. nearly 25 per cent of the 

total arrivals of groundnut in Shahupuri i'iarket. The following 

table gives the total consumption of groundnut kernels2 by 

the oil mills in pre-war days : 

1942 1,22,137 maunds 

1943 11 24 1 535 maunds 

1944 11 30 1 662 maunds 

1945 1,oa,ooo maunds 

--------------------------------------------------------------1 : Report on the l·.~arketing of Groundnuts in India and nurrJa 1 

P• 57• 
2 From the Returns submitted in the two Oil !·,ills to us. 



Prices : The prices of groundnut varied with different 

qualities. In Bombay, 5 varieties of Kernels were recognised 

for tr!;"!de, viz. Khandesh, Khandesh quality, hadras, Karad, and 

Bold. The prices of these different types of Kernels v~ried 

according to their oil contents. It was, however, noted that 

the edible variety often fetched a better price than the 

kernels having a higher oil content. The average annual 

prices fetched by different varieties are summarised below 

Table No.32 

Average Annual Prices of Different Varieties of 

Groundnut Kernels at Bombay, 

------- -------- -------- ------ ------- ------
Year Khandesh Khandesh l•iadras Karad Bold 

------- -------- Quality- ------ ------- ------
1932-33 6- 1- 8 5-15-4 - 5-12-0 

1933-34 4- 1- 0 J-15-5 - J-14-0 

1934-35 4- 7- 5 4- 5-J - 4- 4-0 

19.35-36 5-14- 8 5-14-1 5-14-2 5-12- 2 5-11-5 

19.36-.37 6- 5- 4 5- 4-5 6- 4-1 6- 5- 9 6- 5-8 

19.37-38 j- 6- 6 5- 5-8 5- 4-7 5- 2-11 5- 2-5 

19.38-39 4- 1-10 4- 1-6 4- 1- 4 4- 0-2 

19.39-40 5- 1- 7 4-15-6 5- 1-5 4-15-3 

1940-41 4- 5- 9 4- 5-5 4- 6- .3 4- 5-5 

------- -------- -------- ------ ------- ------
(Report on the ~~rketing of Groundnut in India & Burma,1941~ 

p.9.3 

It can be seen from the above table that the Khandesh 

variety which had the highest oil content fetched a hiEher 

price throughout the years except in 1936-37. In Kolhapur, as 

already pointed out, the 'Bold' variety \"las common and as such 



it always fetched a comparatively r;ood price as it had r;ood 

demand from outside for edible use. 

The price of eroundnut kernels at any market should 

generally be determined by the expenses incurred during the 

preparation of kernels at local decorticators, transport 

charges which included expenses at station, freight, and other 

incidental charges like co1nmission etc. The prices of kernels 

in Kolhapur market generally moved in sympathy with the Bombay 

prices. However, at times there existed disparity between the 

prices at Bombay and Kolhapur. This happened because of the 

local demand from oil mills for crushing when prices of oil 

rose. Besides this factor, the "futures market" at Sane;li also 

yielded a considerable influence on the Shahupuri market which 

often outgeared the usual factors. The cost of decortication, 

transport, and other incidentals, from Kolhapur to Bowbay 

regardine; groundnut has been calculated by us from the infor

mation received in the course of our investigation and the 

same is presented below : 

Cost of decortication & preparing hand 
kernels per maund 
Railway freight from Kolhapur to Bombay 
Other expenditure like brokerage etc. 

Rs.O- 6-2 
Rs.0-10-5 
Rs.O- 2-0 

Rs.1- 2-7 

As a rule, therefore, the prices at Kolhapur should be 

. such as to allow the margin of roue;hly Rs.1-3-0 per maund 

between Kolhapur and Bombay markets. The following annual 

average of prices at Bombay and Kolhapur indicated that the 

margin between Kolhapur and Bombay prices varied between 
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Rs.0-5-9 to 1-10-9. 

Table iJo.J3 

The Average Annual Prices of Dold Groundnut Kern s 
......,..t;; ._ .:1-...U. .:.... 

at Dombay and.;,.Lolhapur. 

------- ------- -------- ---------------The prices that 
Year 13oulbay Kolhapur 

should be at 
Doubay after 

(_J<.....-.- ...L.) ~ ._ ,L,_Ll) adding all the I charges I ------- ------- -------- --------------- ' 

Rs. Rs. Rs. I 

1932-33 5-12- 0 4- 1-11 5- 4- 6 
I 

(Pr~fit) 

1933-34 3-14- 0 2- 5- 8 3- 8- 3 (Pnfit) 

1934-35 4- 4- 0 3- 1- 9 4- .--\ 

4 (LoIS) o-

1935-36 5-11- 5 4- 4- 8 5- 7- 3 (Pr, •fit) 
I 

1936-37 6- 5- 8 4- 1- 4 5- 3-11 {Prtit) 
1937-38 5- 2- 5 3- 7- 8 4-10- 3 ( Prr -'it) 

1938-39 4- 0- 2 2-14- $ 4- 1- 3 (Loss) 

1939-40 4-15- 3 3- 1-11 4- 3- 6 (Profit) 

1940-41 4- 5- 5 4- 1- 5 5- 4- 0 (Loss) 

------- ------- -------- ---------------

The Variation in Prices in Different i.arkets : The 

prices of groundnut at different important markets showec a 

discordant n;oveoent. This often was due to different varieties 

of kernels as already ]JOinted out. The follovlin'\ table inui-

cates the above point clearly 
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Table No.34 

The Average Annual Prices of Groundnut in Shell -at 

Three ~mrkets of Bombay Presidency. 

-------
Year 

1930-31 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

a37-38 

Dhulia 

Rs. 
3-14- 0 

3- 7- 6 

4- 3- 0 

2-12- 0 

3- 4- 6 

4- 4- 1 

4-10- 5 

Kolhapur 

Rs. 
3-10- 9 

3- 7- 0 

4- 1-11 

2- 5- 8 

3- 1- 9 

4- 4- 8 

4- 1- 4 

3- 3- 8 

Karad 

Rs. 

3- 5- 8 

3- 8-11 

2- 1- 9 

3- 3- 8 

3-13- 1 

4- 2- 7 

3- 3- 5 

(Report on the ~·1arketing of Groundnut in 
India and Burma, 1941, p.99) 

The prices at Dhulia were on an average highest except 

in the year 1935-36 and average price_ for Kolhapur Bold ~as 

higher than Karad except for the year 1934-35 and 1936-3il 

Seasonal Variations: The prices of groundnut inlcollJJJlon 
I 

with other$ agricultural commodities were subject to con~iderabl, 

seasonal fluctuations. The following statement summarisds the 
I 

seasonal fluctuations in prices in the Kolhapur market : ~ 

P.1'.0. 
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Table No.35 
. ,;:1~~ 

The Average I•.onthly Arrivals, SalesJ.ki l!:xpress~ 

in Percentage of Their Total Arrivals and Prices Per L.awld. 

.r:: 
~ s:: 
.9 ,..:, 

::Jet. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
kar. 
Apr. 
hay 
June 

------------------- ------------------- -------------------
1942-43 . 1943-44 1944-45 

----- ----- ------- ----- ----- ------- ----- ----- -------
[I) [I) [I) 

r-t r-t r-t 
,1J m 
:> til Q) > U) Q) ~ [I) Q) 

•r-1 (j) 0 •r-1 (J) 0 •r-1 (j) 0 
~ ~ •r-1 
~ ~ 

~ r-t •r-1 !-< ~ 
•r-1 

~ m ~ ~ 
<C Cl) P.. <C 

>-. 
Cl) p.. <C Cl) p.. 

----- ----- ------- ----- ----- ------- ----- ----- -------
3.9 0.9 1 .01 9- 8-10 0.$ o.oc 5- 3- 2 

57 29.3 2b .1 7-11- $ 8.5 8.9 5- 4- 7 
22.8 .. 5-14- 9 29.5 31.05 7- 7- 0 20.9 20.01 6- 8- 5 
11.7 6- 8- 5 24.4 24.8 $- 4- 3 36.8 39.0 $- 0- 0 
2.9 7- 7- 0 9.3 9.3 $- 1- 9 19.3 Hl.8 7- 9-10 
0.9 8-10- 4 3.8 3.7 7-12- 1 8.7 8.7 8-14- 2 
6.8 9-

/ o- 7 1.5 1.2 e- 7-11 3.4 3.02 0-1z- 3 
0.5 0.03 8-6- 2 1 .05 .6 8-10- 4 
0.2 0.01 9- / 

7 o-

------------------- ------------------- -------------------
(Source From Kolhapur I·.erchants 1 Association 1 s Records) 

From the above table it can be said that the dip in 

prices was roughly from Novewber to January or February. The 

prices of groundnuts in October \'iere often better due to dl£ 

fact that although the main crop arrived at the market in 

I~ovember, the small quantity of fr£=sh nuts were tak~n to tbe 

market in September or October to 111eet the early demand of 

the consumer for edible use. From November om;ards the 

pressure of supply brou~ht do\'m the prices with subsequent 

rise in February and karch when there was a dirth of groun..:.r.ut 

in the market. 

Assembling of Groundnuts : The assec.bline; of groundnut 

was done mostly by farmers themselves in Kolhapur. In course 

of our investigation it was gathered that nearly 80 per c~nt 



of the arrivals of groundnut was brought to Kolhapur market by 

farmers themselves. Generally loans were given to the farrilcrs 

by commission agents in Shahupuri and these were repaid after 

the harvesting of the crop. It was,therefore,always binding 

on the cultivators to sell their crop through these con!.lilission 

agents. The Kolhapur !•1oney Lenders Act of 1947 placed severe 

restrictions on this business. The merchants were enjoined to 

keep accounts of loans etc. on the prescribed forms under the 

Act. In case of default, the reference under the Act was to 

be to Debt Concillation Board and not to ordinary law courts • 

.lo'lerchants in Shahupuri were reluctant to do business on both 

these conditions. In most cases interest was charged but in a 

few cases no interest was charged if the produce was sold 

through them. 

Villap;e Iv!erchants : They played very minor role in 

Kolhapur State in the process of assembling groundnuts. Few 

merchants did collect groundnuts only to reap the advantage of 

ups and downs of price level ruling at Kolhapur market. But 

on the whole they figured very little in the assembling. 

l',arketing of Groundnut : Groundnuts generally arrived 

in the market in carts drawn by two-bullocks which contained 

on an average 14 to 16 bags. These carts reached the Shahupuri 

market either in the evening or early in the morning. 1'he 

coolies or Hamals then removed the bags from the carts and 

deposited them in front of the Adatya's shop. The Adatyas 

were those from whom advances had been received on the crop or 

with whom business connections had been established previously. 



Functionaries of the .r.:arket : There were nwuber of 

functionaries in the market, the Adatyas, Dalals, Hamals, etc. 

We have given a brhf account of all th~se functionaries in 

the previous section on Gul trade. '£he same functionaries also 

dealt in groundnut and repetition of the account is un

necessary here. 

1-iarket Charp;es When groundnut was taken to ru~rket 

a number of deductions either in cash or kind or both were 

made from the total proceeds of sales. These charees of course 

differed in different markets according to thdr local customs. 

These char11:es included octroi, market cess, if any, cou.wission 

to the Adatya for arranging sales, Harnali, and contribution 

to local charities accorditJg to the custom (Dharmadaya). 'l'he 

following statement gives information regarding these at the 

time of our survey. 

Approximate Cost of J:Jarketing of a Cart containing 16 
Bags of 80 lbs. each at the rate of 4 seers a rupee. 

i) 

ii) 
iii) 
iv) 

Commission or brokerage 

Harnali 
Charity Allowance 
Deduction by way of Kadala 
dirt allowance, etc. 

Rs. 2-$-0 

Rs. o-S-0 
Hs. 0-1-3 

per curt 
of 16 bags 
per cart 
per cart 

Hs. 9-0-3 per cart 

Rs.12-1-6 

We give below the approximate cost of marketing in two 

nereby markets worked out by us for the sake of comparison. 

At Sangli Dalal! 
Hamali 
Charity Allowance 
Bardan Rent 
Deduction by way 
of Kadala, etc. 

Rs. 3- 0-0 
Rs. 0- 5-0 
Rs. 0- 5-0 
Rs. 1- 0-0 

fis.17-12-0 

Rs.22- 6-0 



At Gadhinp;laj Dalali 
Hamali 
Dharmadaya 
Association Fund 
Allowance by way of 
Kadala, etc. 

Rs. 2- 8-0 
Rs. 0- 3-0 
Rs, 0- 1-0 
Rs. 0- 1-0 

Rs.11- 0-0 

Rs.13-13-0 

From this it was evident that the market charges though 

high in themselves were comparatively low at Shahupuri market 

when compared with nearby markets • 

.tvlarket Practices : In the Kolhapur 1-iarket, groundnuts 

were not displayed in full in the market. The bags were piled 

one above another and were opened from one corner for the perspe

ctive buyer to take out a sample at random. The buyer then 

examined the nuts, shelled them, examined the kernels for their 

maturity and moisture content by squeezing or chewing them. All 

these factors were taken into consideration in offering a price. 

Method of Calling Bids : In the Kolhapur market, the 

bid was for so many seers per rupee, a seer being of 80 tolas. 

At Sangli the bid was of so many rupees per candy, i.e. 280 

seers of 2 lbs.each. 

Method of Sales Dalal auctioned the produce at a 

particular time of the day when all the intending buyers were 

assembled. This type of auction was generally carried ax out 

in Kolhapur market in 10 to 15 shops every day and the level 

of the price for the day was determined thus. The Adatyas then 

sold the remaining lots by direct negotiations with the purchaser 

around that level. 
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Weighment, Delivery, and Payment ; When the buyers 

settled the price, the produce was weighed before the Adaty~s 

shop. The owners of the produce were generally present when 

the goods were sold. The weighing was either done by the 

Adatya or his l..J.unim. After weighing the produce was transferre• 

to the buyer's bags. A deduction was made from the produce for 
previously 

dirt asjagreed upon ~. The payment was LJade by the coi.u;Ji-

ssion agent to the owner on the same date after deducting his 

dues and other charges etc. though he himself recovered the 

payment from the buyer after 4 days. 

Practices relating to Sales There were certain practi-

ces relating to sales of groundnut which require special men-
were 

tion. In Kolhapur two bags of groundnutj~ weighed in one 

balance and following deductions were made from the weight to 

arrive at the net weight. 

6 lbs, per pair of bags - an allowance for the weight 
~ of bags. 

4 lbs, per pair of bags - an allowance for Karata. 
g lbs. per pair of bags an allowance for dirt. 

4 lbs. per pair of bags' - an allowance for labh. 

4 lbs. per pair of bags - an allowance for moisture 
Havasut. 

In the case of the dirt allowance, the practice in 

Kolhapur market was as follows 

For every pair of bags, 2 seers by way of dirt was 

deducted whether the bags contained dirt or not. i'1henever a 

buyer suspected that the bags contained more than 2 seers of 

or 

a dirt, he asked the Adatya to pour down the contents of one or 
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two bags on the ground. The Hamals then rubbed the contents 

with hands so as to remove the dirt sticking to the pods and 

then all the dirt was weighed. If it was found less or equal 

to 2 seers, nothing more was deducted. But if the dirt was 

more than 2 seers a deduction was made not only for the actual 

quantity of dirt but actual quantity plus one seer as penalty. 

The following table will illustrate the procedure for calcula-

tion : 

Quantity of dirt Penalty per bag Deduction 

No dirt No 2 seers 

2 seers or less No 2 seers 
than that 

3 seers 1 seer 4 seers 

4 seers 1 seer 5 seers 

The weather allowance of 2 seers or 4 lbs. was deducted 

generally during the first month of the season when the imma

ture nuts came to the market. 

Distribution : The main buyers of groundnut in the 

Kolhapur market consisted of the following 

i) Local merchant, 
ii) Oil Mills, 
iii) Representative of Bombay merchants, 
iv) Indian Export Houses, and 
v) Foreign Export Houses. 

Local .!>!erchants The local merchants purchased ground-
~ 

nut to sell them again to local ghame or local retail dealers 

or hawkers. They accounted for a very small proportion of the 

total groundnut in the market. 



Adatyas : Adatyas or comission a~ents bought groundnut 

either in their own account or on behalf of clients. iihe;,n the 

adatyas bought on their own account, they \~aited for an oppor

tunity to resell it to Bombay merchants or local oil mills at 

higher prices. r·;any merchants bought the eroundnut to decorti

cate it and to sell the kernels to Bombay firms. 

Oil z.;ills : The two oil mills in the city were important 

consumers of groundnut. Their consumption during 1942-46 was 

as follows : 

Year Quantity Percentage of total 
arrivals in the market 

1942 1,22,137 maunds 38% 
1943 1 ,24, 535 maunds 44~~ 
1944 1,30,662 maunds 57!; 
1945 1 , 08,000 maunds 70% 
1946 90,032 maunds 92% 

The oil mills consumed about 25 to 30 per cent of the 

total arrivals of e;roundnut in the market before the restri-

ctions on groundnut movements, prices, etc. were in1posed. Ex-

port of groundnut from Kolhapur was prohibited in 1943 and since 

then the oil mills have been consuming on increasing proportion 

of the shrinking arrivals. In effect the oil mills were, at 

the time of our survey, the main and probably the only big 

buyer in the Kolhapur market. 

Representatives of Bombay kerchants : There were 

certain firms in Bombay who sent their own representatives to 

Kolhapur to stay there during the season. They e;enerally put 

up with Adatya and .made purchases through them on behalf of 

their principal on commission basis which varied from 2 to 3 

per cent of the purchase. 
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Export Houses and Their Purchases : There were foreien 

firms like Rally Brothers or .r-;essrs Louis Dreyfus & Col, Indian 

firms like Kilachand Devchand who generally sent their O\-ill 

representatives to the Kolhapur market at the ber,inning of the 

season. Sometimes they appointed commission agents at Kolhapur 

to work on their behalf, to do their purchases on commission 

basis. The Adatyas thus appointed were given from time to time 

'price limit' within which they were supposed to make purchases. 

Merchants engaged in such purchases informed us that they used 

to consume in pre-war more than ~ of the total arrivals of the 

groundnuts in the Kolhapur market. 

Method of Purchases : The foreign and indegenous firms 

outside Kolhapur, who made purchases there mainly for export 

overseas, did the business along certain well established 

conventions. Three of these were important, namely (i) Firm 

offer (ii) Agency pass and (iii) Bombay Pass. Under the (i) 

the export agencies offered to buy specified quantities of 
groundnuts within certain price limits. Such an offer remained 
open for twenty four hours. The (ii) and (iii) have been 
described as follows by the heport on the ~~keting of ground
nuts in India and Burma (1941). 

"The prices offered by exporter agencies are based on 
specified amount of dirt, damaged seeds, etc. and are subject 
to fixed scales of allowence but they vary depending on whether 
the price offered is on "Agency pass" or "Port Pass" basis. In 
the former, the sampling of goods is done at the agency and 
payment made on the basis of the s~aple. In the latter case, 
the sellers consign the goods to the agreed port and the sampling 
is done when the consignment reaches the port and the payment 
is made on the basis of the analysis of the sample drawn at the 
port."1 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : The Re~ort on the ~~keting of Groundnuts in India and 

Burma (1941). p.100 •. 
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The Trade in Hand Picked Selected Kernels : The Kolhapur 

groundnut was of the Bold variety. It was in great demand for 

edible purposes. Kolhapur market so to say had a sort of l·lono

poly in hand picked selected kernels (Bold). They were pre

pared simply by locally made wachines. K~~xtaxq~~ 

The "Report on the ¥~rketing of Groundnut in India and Burma 

(1940)" observed in this connection as follows : 

"These are prepared mainly at Kolhapur and Bombay from 

Bold kernels. Like nuts in shell hand picked Elected kernels 

used to be prepared by manual labour, but simple locally made 

machines are now used to do preliminary separation of kernels 

of different sizes. The machine consists of a set of sieves 

made by fixing perforated iron sheets to rectangular frames 

placed one over another. The sieves are connected to an eccen

tric and vibrate to and fro. The kernels, obtained after 

decortication of nuts are first put over a sieve which has 

round holes of a size which allows the kernels to pass through. 

While any nuts in shell left in the decortication are retained 

on the sieve and fall out of a separate outlet. The kernels 

fall on a second sieve which has holes of such size as to allow 

the kernels smaller than the size required to pass through on 

a third wire mesh sieve which serves to separate dirt nooks 

etc. The size of holes in second sieve is adjusted accordine 

to the size of kernels which pass this sieve, are further 

dressed by female coolies. Small quantities are put in a small 

hand sieve with rectangular pe.rforation through 'l'thich the 

broken kernels pass. Any unshelled nuts which may have escaped 
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in the machine, skinned kernels, broken split kernels and 

impurities are removed by picking." 

The kernels were prepared to different counts. 'l'hcy 

were 32/34, 38/40, 40/42, and 55/58, Kernels per ounce. But 

the count of 38/40, 40/42 per ounce were very common. The 

kernels with count of 55/58 was meant for limited market only. 

The cost of preparine hand picked selected kernels at 

Kolhapur was estimated to be Hs.0-14-0 per bag of 2~ maunds. 

Now the cost had gone up to as high as 10 to 11 rupees per bar, 

of 2 to 2~ maunds. 

The Kolhapur Agricultural Produce l•.arketinr; Act 1945 -

Its Working : The market was allowed to go into its own way by 

the Kolhapur government and no restrictions or controls were 

imposed by it for regulating the prevailing znarket practices, 

etc. The need for regulating the market in some districts was 

first stated by the Trade Inquiry Committee appointed in 1938 

by the Kolhapur government under the chairmanship of R.B. Dr. 

P.C.Patil. The Committee recommended that the market should 

be regulated and ap periodic inspections of weights and measures 

instituted. A beginning of the implementation of these recommen

dations was made in 1941 when the Bombay weights and measures 

Act 1932 was made applicable to Kolhapur State. A Chief Inspe

ctor and two Assistant Inspectors were appointed under the Act 

and a regular inspection was instituted as from the year 

1942-43. In 1945 the Bombay Agricultural Produce l';arketinr; Act 

was made applicable to the Kolhapur Gul and Groundnut l·.arht. 
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Under the provisions of the Act, a marketing committee 

consisting of 11 members, 4 representatives of agriculturists, 

4 of local traders, 2 of the Kolhapur hunicipal Borour,h, and 1 

nominated by Government was appointed on 25th October 1945. 

The regulation of the Shahupuri market in this mann~r was 

bitterly opposed by the merchants there. '!'hey did not co-oper

ate with the marketing committee. After a series of ncgocia

tions between the merchants and the government representaLives 

a compromise was arrived at on 22nd February 1946. As per the 

understanding arrived at the membership of the marketin~ 

committee was increased to a total of 15 comprising 7 repre

sentatives each of agriculturists and lllerchants and 1 nominee 

of the Kolhapur l'1unicipal Borough. During the first year the 

licence fees were fixed at the followin~ nominal amounts : 

Dalal and Kharadidar Re.1; Cartmen As.8; Hamals or Coolies 

As 4. Subsequently the marketing committee beean to function 

and slowly established itself. In 1946-47 season the committee 

began to regulate market with some visible effects. At the time 

when our survey ended (February 1947) regulations had been 
were 

imposed and/~ being pushed on vigorously by the marketing 

committee. 

Under the provision of the Kolhapur Agricultural Produce 

Act 1945 the Shahupuri gul and groundnut market area was decla

red as the market yard and the area within the Kolhapur Luni

cipal Borour;h limit as the "l·iarket Proper". All transactions 

in gul and groundnut outside the market yard were dellared 

illegal. All the functionaries in the market were obliged to 

take aut a licence. From the second yuar the annual lic~nce 
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fees of various functionaries were fixed. These toe; .. thcr 1rlith 

the total number of functionaries in 1946-47 is set out in the 

following statement 

Functionaries 

1 • Dalal No.1 

2. Dalal No.2 

3. Dalal No.3 

4. Kharedidar No.1 

5. Kharedidar No.2 

6. Kharedidar No.3 

1· Weighman 

8. Cartman 

9. Hamals 

10. Notor Truck Owners 

11. Retailers in the 
market yard and 
market proper 

Licence Eee 

Rs.100 

Rs. 50 

lis. 25 

Rs.100 

Rs. 50 

Rs. 25 

Rs. 10 

Rs. 4 
Rs. 2 

Rs. 20 

Rs. 2 

Total Nwnber 

346 
(Classification based 
on total turnover) 

91 

22 

300 

6 

559 

The first major change and improvement brouGht about by 

the ¥~rketing Committee under the provision of the l·•arkcting 

Act (1945) was the creation of a separate class of lice:nced 

weighmen or l•iapadis. Weighing till then used to be done by 

the Dalals or their Munims and there was much room for mis-

chief on their part to the detriment of the agriculturists' 

interest. The I:.arketing Committee created a separate class 

of weighmen, gave them independent stat~s and fixed their 

charges at 8 annas per cart weie;hed. No licenced weighman 



was allowed to serve elsewhere. There VIas a ereat shorta1~e of 

weighmen when this change was introduced. As noted above there 

were only 91 weighmen in 1946-47. To remove this shortar:e the 

~arketing Committee started a training course for training 

weighmen and as a result in 1947-48 the total number had 

increased to 126. 

Besides this the l•,arketing Committee prohibited all 

deductions from sale proceeds on account of Dharmadaya, chclrity 

soot, etc. that used to be made before. 'l'he adatyas or Dalals 

commission was fixed at 3 pies per rupee. Wei~hing charges 

were fixed at 8 annas per cart of gul or groundnut and haJHali 

or coolie charges at 6 pies per carryin~ one lump of gul or one 

bag of groundnut. A market cess was imposed at the rate of 

one and a quarter anna per one gul cart and one pie per one bae 

of groundnut. The Dalal or Kharedidar was to collect this cess 

on behalf of the Committee. He was also to make ax out three 

copies of bills of sales of each single transaction stating his 

commission, weighing charges and hamali, give one copy to the 

producer and another copy to the l•iarketing Committee. The 

advances given by the Dalal and Kharedidars to producers \·Jere 

to be now recorded in a pass book of prescribed forms recommen

ded by the I'iarketing Committee. These pass books were to be 

scrutinised by the l>l<irketing Committee. 

The l'iarkcting Committee appointed a sub-committee to 

arbitrate in desputes arisin~ between producers and Dalals. 
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As already noted when our survey was completed the 

rer;ulations of the Shahupuri !-J.O.rket had been just under we.y 

but by no means complete. It is not even complete by at the 

time of writing (1950). In what follows we have described the 

market as it functioned in and before 1945. The chan~es and 

reforms brought about by the Narketin~ Committee have b(;cn 

recorded, however, at appropriate places. 
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(iii) Retail Trade : 

We now present information regarding retail trade in 

Kolhapur city. The aim is to present all the data bearing on 

retail trade in the past as also to present data collected by 

us on that background. For this we carried out a survey of a 

sample of retail shops in the city with the aid of questionna

ire closely resembling the one used in Poena survey. The work 

was carried out by the junior investigators of the office. A 

15 to 20 percent sample, well distributed over the different 

wards of the city was selected for this survey from the original 

data provided by the Census of Establishments, Generally 

speaking the retail~s, excepting the small ones displayed 

great unwillingness to give information to our investi~ators 

particularly in regard to turnover and profits, etc, Our 

investigators with only a few exceptions, had no access to 

account books etc. where they existed. The general tendency 
~ 

of the merchants was to under~ the total turnover, as well 

as the profits. In certain instances there were flat refusals 

to supply information on certain points. Fortunately these 

were not numerous as can be seen in the account that follow~ 
~ 

wlaere they have been specially mentioned at the proper places. 

We tried our best to ~ the fears of the merchants. (It 

is interesting to note here that the merchants were expecting 

the imposition of sales tax in the near future. They were not 

worried about the tax as such which they could shift on to the 

consumers but about the maintainance of accounts in the pres

cribed form for inspection by sale tax inspectors. Such accounts 

were bound to disclose the total volume of turnover in a shop 
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and also indirectly the total earnings and incomes of the shop~ 

owners which could not then escape the income tax authority. 

As a result the figures of turnover and profits in the follo\~

ing are underestimated.) Information on other points is, 

however, fairly reliable. 

(1) Grocers' Shops (Kirana) : 

Graham stated that there were 200 'petty dealers' in 

grocery. 1 Dr.Bal Krishna's survey in 1926 recorded 176 

gro~ers' shops in the city (some of them sold cigarettes and 

bidis also) and a total of 167 employees were engaged in them. 

Of these 57 were owned by Narathas, :36 by Jains, 26 each by 

Lingayats and Mohammedans, 8 by Brahmins, 6 by Vaishyas and 17 

by members of some other castes. Out of 176 shops, 167 were 

pure retailers, 9 doing both wholesale and retail business. 

(:32 shops had their own buildings and the remaining 144 were 

situated in rented premises. The owners of 156 shops were 

residents of Kolhapur State proper. 7 were outsiders of which 

2 came from Southern ~~ratha States, 3 from Satara, 2 from 

Konkan and the remaining ones from some other places. The 
~ ..... 

average working hours in these shops were 14 per day.) The 

majority of the shops, numbering 119 were started between 

1921-26, 35 between 1910-20, 13 between 1901-10, and 5 between 

1886-1900. The remaining 4 were hereditory concerns.2 

According to our Census of Establishments there were in 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Graham. Op.Cit., p.118. 

2 Dr.Bal Krishna, Op.Cit., 1928, appendix I, II, III, & IV. 
PP• 4, 29, and 55. 
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all 30S shops of grocers in the city and total of 585 persons 

were engaged in them. or these 90 were in c ward, o1 in E 

ward, 57 in A ward, 54 in D ward, and 46 in B ward. In 173 

shops no outsider worker was engaged. 97 shops engaged bet

ween 2 to 3 persons each, 32 between 4 to 7 each, 5 between 

7 to 10 each and the remaining one engaging 13. Out sample 

comprised of 56 shops. They were divided into 3 catagories, 

(i) 45 shops engaged in Kirana business only, (ii) 6 shops 

selling stationery besides Kirana. and (iii) 5 shops selling 

pan bidi along with Kirana. 

(I) For convenience of treatment the first group dealing in 

grocery only was again divided into 5 groups according to the 

stock on hand. The first group consisted of 23 shops that had 

a stock on hand worth between Rs.50 to Rs.500 each. In the 

second group 3 shops with a stock worth between Rs.500 and 

Rs.1,000 each were included. The 11 shops in the third group 

had a stock on hand worth between Rs.1,000 to Hs.2,000 each. 

There were 3 shops in the fourth group with a stock on hand 

worth between Rs.2,000 to 5,poo each. The fifth group of 5 

shop~ had each a stock worth more than Rs.5,000/-. 

(a) Of the 23 shops in the first group, 9 were in E ward, 

4 each in A and B wards, and 3 each in C and D wards. or these 

9 were owned by l'iarathas, 6 by Jains, 3 by Lingayats, 2 by 

Brahmins and one each by a 1-,.uhammedan, a Shim pi, and a 

Gujarati. The oldest shop in this group had been started in 

1900 and was owned by a l•.aratha. The business standing of 4 

other shops was between 10 to 25 years, of another 4 between 
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5 to 10 years and of the remaining 14 between 1 to 5 years. 

The goods sold in these shops were usually bought from 

the local wholesale merchants. Only two of the shops in the 

sample bought goods directly from Bombay, The goods were 

bought from wholesalers on both credit and cash basis. If the 

goods were purchased on personal credit, the payment had to 

be made within one month. If this period was exceeded, 

interest at the rate of a 9 percent per annum was charged. 

Of the 2.3 shops in the sample, 7 bought goods on cash paym(..;nt 

and remaining ones on both cash and cr~dit basis. 

The annual turnover in 5 shops was between Rs.500 and 

Rs.1,000 each; in 9 between Rs.1 1 000 and Rs.2 1 000 each, in 6 

between Rs.2,000 and Rs.5 1 000 each and in other 2 Rs.6,ooo 

each. The annual turnover in the case of remaining shop 

owned by a l'JB.ra tha was worth Rs .18, 000. 

The initial capital in J shops varied between Rs.50 and 

Rs.100~ each, in 5 between Rs.100 and Rs.300 each, in 11 between 

Rs.JOO and Rs.500 each, in .3 between Rs.500 and hs.1 1 000 ~ach 

and in the remaining one more than Rs.1,000/-. 

In all the shops in the first eroup, a total of 33 

persons were engaged. Of these 31 were owners and 2. servants 

one each in 2 shops. The monthly salary of one of the servants 

was Rs.12. The other servant was provided with free boarding 

and lodging and was paid Rs.J per month. The daily hours of 

work varied between 8 and 14. 

As many as 10 shops had ~ an area of 1 Khan each, 10 
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others of 2 Khans each, and 3 of 3 Khans each. The annual 

expenditure on account of rent, lir,htin:]; etc. r.:.nc;ed fron 

Re.1 to hs • .50 each in 10 shops, from Ii.s.50 to Rs.100 cuch in 

6 shops, and from hs .1 00 to r,s .300 each in the re:auinins 7. 

In the rainy season demand was slack. Business r:us 

brisk in summer. 

(b) Of the 3 shops in the second group, 2 \'tere in D Wi.lrd, 

and one in D ward. They were owned by a LinGay~t, a Jain, and 

a Brahmin each. '£he business standing of all the 3 shops was 

less than 6 years. The commodities sold in these shops Wbre 

purchased in the same manner as that in the case of the;; shops 

in the first group. 

The annual turnover of 3 shops was 'l'torth Hs • .s,ooo, 4,000 

and 1,200 respectively. In all the 3 shops in this ~rokp, no 

outside persons were working. The hours of work varied L<.twcc.n 

11 and 13 per day. 

The annual expenditure on rent and li~hting caffie to hs. 

68, Rs.204, and Hs.3S4 respectively. All the shops were sit~u

ted in rented premises occupying an area of bet'I'Teen 1 and 3 

Khans each. 

( t!.) Of the 11 shops in the thi.I·d r;roup 6 'l'tere in C \'JUrc.l., 2 

in A ward and one each in B, D, und L warcis. uf these 6 \'Jere 

owned by Jains, 3 by l·.ar&thas Ci.Ild one c.ach by ~ DrahrLin, and 

a Vaishya. Two shops having a busin~::ss stunding of 25 yl.:c:.rs 

were owned by a Jain and a Brahmin respectivdy. The busiitoss 

standing of 3 shops was betwl.:en 10 and 20 years each, of ) 
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between 5 and 10 years each and of the remaining it was less 

than 5 years each. 

As in (a) and (b) groups described above, the goods 

sold were bought from wholesale dealers in the city. One shop 

had a godown with an area of 5 Khans. Two shops stated that 
cash 

if they paid/to the wholesalers, they were allowed a discount 

or 5 to 6 per cent. 

The annual turnover was worth between Rs.3,000 and Rs. 

5,000 each in 4 shops, between Rs.5,000 and Rs.10,000 each in 

4 others and between Rs.10,000 and hs.20,000 each in the 

remaining 3. 

The yearly expenses on account of rent and lighting in 

2 shops varied between Rs.50 and Rs.100 each, in 7 between hs. 

100 and Rs.300 each and in the remaining 2 between Rs.300 and 

Rs.500 each. 

In all the shops in the sample a total of 22 persons 

were engaged. or these 14 were owners, 7 servants and one 

clerk. The clerk was paid a salary of Rs.28 per month. The 

monthly salaries of 3 servants ranged from Rs.25 to Rs,35 andof 

2 from Rs.10 to Rs.20, The remaining one was paid hs.7 per 

month. The hours of work varied between 9 and 14 per day. 

Nine shops, in this group were started with an initial 

capital of between Rs,500 and Rs.1,000 each. The initial 

capital of the 2 remaining shops was ~s.1,500 and Rs.7,000 

respectively. 
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(d) The fourth group consisted of 3 shops of which 2 were 

situated in ward E and one in ward D. Two of the shops havine a 

business standing of about 5 years, were owned by Brahmins. The 

remaining shop had been started recently. The annual turnover 

of 3 shops was between Rs.20,000 and 1Ls.25,000 each and the 

initial capital was between Rs.2,000 and Rs.6,000 in the 

remaining. 

In all the shops in the sample a total of 10 persons 

were engaged. Of these 5 were O\"mers and 5 servants. The 

monthly salaries of these servants ranged from Rs.15 to hs.25 
expenses 

each. The yearly/~ on account of rent and lighting 

etc. were Rs.900, Rs.375 and Rs.268 respectively in the 3 

shops. Two of the shops had an area of 2 Khans each one of 4 

Khans each. 

(e) Only 3 shops belonged to the last grou~. The two oldest 

shops in this group, having a business standing of between 25 

to 46 years each were owned by Jains. The third was owned by 

a Mohammedan and had been started 2 years previous to our survey. 

The annual turnover in 3 of the shops was worth Hs.6o,ooo, 
I 

Rs.40,000 and Rs.15,000 respectively and the initial capital 

in 3 of them was valued at Rs.9,000, Rs.4,000, and Rs.3,000 

respectively. 

In all the 3 shops, a total of 16 persons were en~aeed 

and out of these 6 were owners, one clerk, and 9 servants. The 

clerk was paid Rs.37-8-0 per month including dearness allowance 

of Rs.12-8-0. Of the remaining servants,the salaries of 5 

ranged from Rs.20 to Rs.30 each and of 2 others, from Rs.30 to 
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Rs.50 each. One servant was paid Rs.5 per month. He was 

employed for one hour in the morning for dusting and cleaning 

of the shop. 

The monthly expenses on account of rent and lighting 

etc. amounted to Rs.996, Rs.672, and Rs.30 respectively in the 

3 shops. Two shops had a godown each. 

(II) In some of the shops along with Kirana, stationery was 

also kept for sale. Stationery formed 30 to 40 per cent of the 

total stock in the shop. Our sample consisted of 6 such shops 

of these 3 were in C ward, 2 in A ward, and one in D ward. 3 

of these belonged to Jains and one each to a I•,aratha, a Lin~a

yat and a Brahmin. The business standine; of 2 shops in the 

sample was 12 and 6 years respectively •. The remaining ones 

were started 3 years before our survey. 

The initial capital of 3 of the shops was between Rs. 
"Ltw~ 

1,500 and Rs.3,000 each and that of remaining 3"-hs.5,000 ati4i lA 

Rs.15,000 Ferpseti•ely. The annual turnover in tbi~ ea~e of 

2 shops in the sample varied between Hs.5,000 and hs.10,000 

each, and in 3 between Rs .10, 000 and Rs. 20,000 each. It \'las 

Rs.30,000 in the remaining shop lrrhich was ownecilQc by a Jain. 

In all the shops in the sample, a total of 23 persons 

were engaged. Of these 9 were owners, 7 members of the owners' 

families, 2 clerks and 5 servants. 2 shops in the sample 

engaged one clerk each. The salary of one clerk was hs.65 

per month. The other clerk was employed part-time. He came 

once a week and wrote the accounts for which he was paid hs.5 
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per month. 3 shops employed 5 servants, 2 each in 2 shops and 
s··K~ 

1 in the thiPd. Their salaries rangt::d frow Hs.25 to hs • .30 

per month. The expenses on account of rent and lightin~ etc. 

came to between Rs.100 and Rs.400 each~in case of 4 shops. 

It was Rs.430 and Rs.1,120 respectively in the remainine; 2 

shops. 

(III) Kirana,Pan Bidi Shops : There were few Kirana shops 

in which along with Kirana, Pan, Bidi, Cigarettes were also 

sold, Our sample consisted of 5 such shops and of these 2 

each were in C and D wards and one in A ward, Th~ shops were 

owned by ~~rathas and 2 by Jains. Three shops had a business 

standing of less than 3 years and 2 of more than 5 years. 

The yearly turnover of 4 shops in the sample varied 

between Rs.5,000 and Rs.10,000 each. It was ns,1,.300 only in 

the remaining one. The initial capital in J shops was between 

Rs.200 and Rs.750 each and in 2 between Rs.500 and Hs.2,500 

each, 

The commodities sold in these shops were purchased loca

lly on both cash and credit terms. When goods were bought on 

credit basis the payment had to be made within 15 to 20 days. 

Generally no interest was charged even if the payment was 

delayed. Generally payments were made within J to 4 weeks of 

the purchases. Pan bidi and tobacco, etc. formed JO per cent 

of the total stock of commodities sold in these shops. 

The total.nwnbers of persons ene;aged in all these shops 

was 10. Of these 7 were owners, one clerk and 2 servants. The 



109 

clerk was paid Rs.7 per month £or writing up accounts which he 

did once a week. s 
The monthly salaries o£ 2 ~ervants were 

Rs.10 and Rs.25 respectively. The hours o£ work varied £rom 

~ 10 to 15 per day. The expenses on account of rent and light

ing varied from Rs.48 to Rs.100 in 3 shops. They were Rs.174 

and Rs.288 respectively in the remaining 2 shops. 

Business was more brisk in summer than in the rainy 

season. The sales also shot up when there were such religious 

£estivals like Diwali, Ramzan, Dasara, etc. 

(2) Grain and Pulse Dealers According to Graham, 

there were 104 shops o£ "Banias" (the dealers in grain), and 

159 people were engaged in them.1 

Dr.Bal Krishna's survey o£ 192b recorded in all 100 

grain and pulse dealers in the city in 1926, and in them were 

engaged 71 'employees'. 0£ these 32 shops wer~ owned by 

~arathas, 24 by. Jains, 16 by Lingayats, 10 by ~ohammedans, 9 

by Brahmins, 3 each by Shimpis~Vaishyas, and 3 by the members 

o£ some other castes. 14 did both wholesale and retail business. 

Out of 100 shops, 70 were situated in rented premises and 30 

in their own buildings. The average working hours were 13 per 

day. 44 of the shops were started between 1921-26, 23 between 

1910-20, 7 between 1901-10, and one between 1836-1900. The 

remaining were hereditory concerns.2 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 Graham. Op.Cit., p.119. 

2 Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 4, 29, 34, 43, 47, 51, and 
53· 
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According to our Census of Establishments there were 

52.dealers·in grain and pulse and a total of $4 persons were 

engaged in them. Of these 44 were in C ward, 6 in E ward, and 

one each in A and D wards. There were 15 concerns which employed 

between 4 to 7 persons each and 17 between 2 to 3 each. 20 

of the concerns were managed by the owners themselves. 

Our sample consisted of 10 such shops. 0£ these 9 were 

in C ward, and one in A ward. 6 of these were owned by 

¥arathas, 3 by Lingayats, and one by a Jain. The business 

standing of 6 of the shops in the sample was between 1 to 5 

years each, of 2 between 10 to 20 years each, and of the 

remaining 2, owned by l~rathas 25 years each. 

At the time of our survey rigid food controls were in 

operation and the sale or purchase of foodgrains and their 

movement was strictly controlled as foodgrains were rationed. 

The initial capital investment in case of $ shops 

amounted to between Rso500 and Rs.2,000 each and in the remain

ing 2 it was Rs.4,000 and Rs.6,000 respectively. 

The annual turnover of 2 shops was valued at between 

Rs.1,500 and Rs.5,000 each and of 6 others at between hs.5,000 

and Rs.10,000 each. The turnover of the remaining 2 shops 

amounted to Rs.15,000 and Rs.18,ooo respectively. The stock 

on hand in two shops was worth between Rs.300 and Rs.500 each, 

in 3 between Rs.500 and Rs.1,000 each, in two between hs.1 ,000 

and Rs.2,000 each and in the remaining 3 between Rs.2,000 and 

Rs.3,500. 
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Two of the 

The rents for the 

shops in the sarnple had godown arranr;e41cnts. 
"----~ 

godown came to Rs.60 and Rs.70~respectiv~ly. 

The total annual expenses on account of rent and lighting in 

case of 3 shops was less than Rs.100, in 5 between Rs.100 and 

Rs.200 each, and in the remaining 2 between Rs.200 and Rs,300 

each. 

In all the shops in the sample 26 persons were eneaged, 

Of these 10 were owners, 11 members of owners' families, one 

clerk and 4 servants. The clerk was paid Iis.20 per month. Of 

the 4 servants, the monthly salaries of 3 ranged from Rs,14 

to Rs.20. The remaining servant was provided with free lodeing 

and boarding and was paid Rs.2 per month. The hours of work 

varied from 7 to 14.per day. 

There was no marked seasonality in this trade. 

(3) Parched Rice and Grain Sellers : Dr.Bal Krishna's 

Survey of 1926 recorded $ parched rice and grain selhrs in 

the city and 8 'employees' were enc;aged in them. Of these 5 

belonged to l\arathas, and 3 to Jain coLuaunitila ~ The averac;e 
<;>;x 

working hours were 11~ per day, Eigfft shops had been started 

between 1921-26, one between 1910-20, and th~ remaining 

between 1901-10.1 

According to our Census of Establishments there were 

27 parched rice and grain sellers and a total of 49 persons 

were engaged in them, Of these 10 were in C ward, 9 in B ward, 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Dr.Bal Krishna, Op.Cit., PP• 6, 30, 44, 48, 52, and 56. 
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5 in D ward, 2 in A ward, and one in E \'lard. Our sample 

consisted of 6 shops,· 3 in B ward, 2 in C ward, and one in 

D ward. The owners of 5 shops were Vaishya by caste, and ~ 

r;i' the remaining was a Jain. Two of the shops owned by a

Vaishyas were hereditary concerns. Another had a standinr; of 
~ 

about 20 yearsk the business standing of the remaining 3 was 

less than 5 years. 

All the shops in the sample sold parched rice and grain 

and parched and salted groundnuts. The goods were bou~ht 

locally from the lvholcsale merchants on cash payment. 

The initial capital in all the shops did not exceed 

Rs,125 each. The annual turnover was valued at between Rs,$00 

and Rs.5,000 each in 4 shops. It was hs.e,ooo to Rs.9,000 

respectively in the remaining 2, The stock on hand was worth 

between Rs.10 and lis.60 each in case of 4 shops and was worth 

Rs.900 and Hs.1 1 000 respectively in the remaining 2, 

. 
In the shops in the s9-Illple a total of 18 persons were 

engaged, Of these 6 were owners, 10 members of bwners' fami-

lies and 2 servants. The monthly salaries of the 2 servants 

were Rs.20 and Hs.12 respectively. They \'/ere also provided 

with free lodging and boarding. The hours of work varied 

between 10 and 16 per day, The annual expenses on account of 

rent and lighting, etc. were between Hs.BO and Rs.150 each in 

all the shops. Business was slack during the rains. 

(4) Dealers of Gold and Silver Ornaments : Graham recorded 

that there were 20 shops of shroffs in the city and in all 150 
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persons were engaged in th~m.1 Dr.Bal Krishna's Survey of 

1926 revealed that there were 62 shroffs or dealers in eold~~ 

silver ornaments and Jewels, and a total of 215 'e1.1ployees' 

were engaged in them. (Dr. Bal Krislma stated that some of 

them were Sowkars, Hundi dealers and money lender&) Of these 
11 ......... ~~ 

62 shroffs, 22 were Sonars, 14 I·iarwaris, 13 Brahmins, 4 J.ai:Rs, 
~ ... ; ... ~ 

and 3 Shimp is/ and Viashyas each. Two shops only engaged in 

wholesale business and 48 in retail business. The remaining 

shops were both wholesale and retail. 50 shops were propria

tory concerns and 12 were partnerships. Out of 62 shops, 13 

aere started between 1921-26, 29 between ........ .,~.. 
1901-10 and 13 between 1886-1900, G£ the 

\1 
1910-20, 2a between 

remaining ' were 

hereditary. The average working hours in all the shops were 

13i per dayJ 

Our Census of Establishments recorded in all 108 

dealers in gold and silver ornaments and 407 persons were 

engazed in them. Of these 59 were in C ward, 46 in B ward 

and 3 in A ward. Fourteen were one man concerns, 48 engaged 

between 2 or 3 persons each, 35between 4 and 7 persons each 

and 1 between 7 and 10 persons each and 2 more than 10 persons 

each. Our sample consisted of 21 shops. Of these 13 were in 
7 j...,.ll\ w-J.-

C wardJ.and 1 in A ward. Six were owned by lvlarathas, 4 each by 

Brahmins and Sonars, 2 each by ~iarwaris and Jains and one each 

by a Vaishya, a Shimpi and an Otari. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 Graham. Op.Cit., p.119. 

2 Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 4, 29, 34, 43, 47, 51, and 55. 
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All the shops in the sample dealt in gold, silver 

ornaments, silver wares, jewals, etc. They also bought and sold 

gold and silver chips. ~any shops made gold and silver ornaments 

either to order or for stocking. Some shop owners were found 

to be moneylenders advancing money against the security of gold 

and silver ornaments. The business standing of 7 shops in the 

sample was less than one year each, of 6 between 1 and 10 years, 

each, of 2 between 10 and 22 years each and of the remaining 6 

between 30 and 40 years each. 

The initial capital investment varied between Rs. 1,000 

and Rs. 5,000 each in case of g shops, and between Rs. 5,000 

and Rs. 10,000 each in g others. The initial capital investments 
0 '"' .... ~ "'1 ')" .... _ 

in 2 of the remaining shopskwas Rs. 20,000 each, and it was 
l<u o ..{ WI..; c.l, 

Rs. 25,000 each in the case of the remaining ; shops~ ~ 

i'1r&t tuo shops wexe owned by cains. Of the lateP tl<o oue was 

...,.....__owned by a Marwadi, and the other by a Brahmin • 

The stock on hand in case of 5 shops was worth between 

Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 5,000 each, in 6 between Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 

10,000 each, in 7 between Rs. 10,000 and Rs. 20,000 each, and 

between Rs. 25,000 and Rs. 40,000 each in the !emaining 2. iH 

The value of the yearly gross takings ranged from Rs. 4,000 to 

Rs. 15,000 each in 6 shops, from Rs. 15,000 toRs. 30,000 each 

in 7, from Rs. 30,000 toRs. 60,000 in 5. Of the remaining 3, 

2 had a~ yearly turnover of Rs. 100,000 e&eh and of Rs. 200,000 
,._.,\>~u~ 

one. In this trade sales on credit basis were very common. 

As much as 15 to 20 percent of the total sales were made on 

credit. 
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In all the shops in this sample, a total of 62 persons 

were engaged. Of these 33 were owners, 15 clerks and 14 

servants. Of the 15 clerks, the monthly salaries of 6 ran~ed 

from Rs. 15 toRs. 30 each and of 9 from Rs. 30 toRs. 60 each. 
s~·· ~ 

They wrote the daily accounts and prepared the profit and lose~ 

and balance sheet at the end of the year. Among the 14 ser

vants, there were 2 coolies engaged by 2 shops for an hour or 

so every day. They came early in the mornin~, dusted and 

cleaned the shops and they were paid Rs. 2 each per month. The 

monthly salaries of 8 servants varied from Rs. 10 and hs. 20 

each, and of 3 between Rs. 20 and hs. 50 each. One of the 

servants was provided with boarding and lodging and was paid 

Rs. 12-8-0 per month. 

One shop in the sample was in the house of the owner and 

others were in rented premises. 12 shops had an area of 1 Khan 

each, $ of 2 Khans each, 3 of 3 Khans each, and the remaining 

had 4 Khans ~. 

The annual expenses on account of rent and li~hting 

varied between Rs. 90 and Rs. 200 each in 3 shops, between hs. 

200 and Rs. 400 each in 10 shops and between Rs. 400 and Rs. 

600 each in the remaining •• 

The briskseason begai in February, and ended in June. 
~ 

This was the popular marriage season Gr as much as 50 per cent 

of the total sales took place during these 4 months. 

Shroffs had an association of their own. 
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~ 
(5) Cloth Sel&eFs According to Graham there were 28 cloth 

shops and a total of 148 persons were eneaged in them.1 

Dr.Bal Krishna's survey of 1926 recorded SO cloth 

merchants and 189 employees were employed in theu1. Of these, 

21 shops belonged to 1->arwaris, 16 to Brahmins, 14 to l·iohaiilllle

dans, 11 to J a ins, 9 to Shimpis, 4 to l'iara thas, 2 to Line;ay a ts, 

and the remaining 3 to members of other castes. 

Purely retail business was being done in 73 shops while 

~ 7 did both wholesale and retail business. 43 whops had been 

established between 1920 and 1926, 23 between 1910 and 1920, 

4 between 1901 and 1910 and 4 others between 1896 xa and 1900. 

The remaining shops claimed to be hereditary ones. The average 

working hours were 12i per day.2 

According to our Census of Establishments there were in 
4""1-

all 142t- cloth selling establishments and a total of~ p~;rsons 

were engaged in them. Of these 101 were in C ·ward, 19 in B 
~ .:;.. & w...._,._ 

ward,~12 in E ward and 9 in A ward. 44 shops engaged no out-

side hands, 58 shops employed 2 to 3 servants each, 28 4 to 6 

each, 10 7 to 10 each and in the remaining shops the nuraber 

of servants employed numbered more than 10 each. Our sample 

comprised of 27 shops of which 10 were in C ward, 5 in B ward, 
£ 

3 in A ward, 2 in D ward and one in a ward. 

The shops dealt in all kinds of Textiles -- cotton, 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 Graham. Op.Cit., P• 119. 

2: Dr. Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 4, 29, 34, 43, 47, 51, and 
55· 
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woolen and silk. Cloth was imported from important textile 

centres like Bombay, Sur at, Ahmedabad, Sholapur, Z...:tdras etc. 

Blouse pieces were brought from Gadgag, Hubli, Alur, etc. and 

saris from Ichalkaranji, Rendal, Sangli, 'l'ikekarwadi, Sholapur, 

etc. On the goods imported from outside, the freight, 

Dharmaday and similar other charges and the octroi duty at 

Kolhapur were borne by merchants. The purchases were g~nerally 

made against cash. In few cases where they were made on 

personal credit an interest at 8 to 12 per cent per annum was 

charged if the payment was delayed beyond 3 to 4 weeks from 

the date of purchase. 

0£ the 27 shops in the sample, 10 were owned by Shimpis, 

~Y Brahmins, 4 by Gujerat&s, 3 by Jains and one each by a 

.lviarwari, a Lingayat, a Sonar, a Kshtriya and a Vaishya. 

Two shops in the sample stated that they had a business 

standing of 90 and 60 years respectively and both were owned 

by Jains. Three others had a business standing of more than 

40 years. They were owned by a Kshatriya, a l•.arwari, and a 

Shimpi. The business standing of 4 others was between 25 and 

40 years each, of 4 between 15 and 25 years each, of 9 between 

5 and 15 years each and of the remaining 5 less than 5 years 

each. 

t The initial capital investment in the case of 13 shops 
s;-

varied between Rs.1 1 000 and Rs.5,000 e.ach, in IJ between hs.5,000 

and Rs.10 1000 each, in 3 between Hs.10,000 and Rs.20,000 each 

and in 4 between .h.s.20,000 and 30,000 each. The remaining two 

shops had an initial capital investment of approximately hs. 
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60,000 and Rs.1,00,000 respectively. 

The annual turnover in the case of 2 shops was worth 

between Rs.1,000 and Rs.5,000 8ach, in 3 between Rs.10,000 and 

Rs.15,000 each, in 7 between Rs.15,000 and Rs.JO,OOO each, in 

4 between Rs.JO,OOO and Rs.40,000 each, in 5 betwe~n Rs.50,000 

and Rs.1,00,000 each. In the remaining three shops, the annual 

turnover was valued at roushly hs.6,0u,OOO, Rs.4,00,000, and 

Rs.;,oo,ooo respectively. They were o'med by a J-.arwari, a 

Bhatiya, and a Shimpi respectively. 

The stock on hand was valued at approximately between 

Rs.7,000 and Rs.15,000 each in case of 3 shops, at between 

Rs.20,000 and Rs.JO,OOO each in 6, at between Rs.10,000 and 

Rs.20,000 each in 2 and in 5 between Rs.5,000 and Rs.10,000 

each. Of the remaining 11 shops, g had a stock worth between 

Rs.1,000 and Rs.5,000 each and in 3 less than Rs.1,000 each. 

The shops in the sample engaged a total of 87 persons. 

Of these 35 were owners, 7 clerks, and 45 servants. Two of the 

'"'-----clerks wae paid Rs.40 each per month, three others between 40 

and Rs.50 each. The remaining two clerks who were more or 

less apprentices were paid Rs.20 and Rs.6 per month respectively. 

Of the 45 servants, 2 shops engaged one each, 5 two ........ 
o.,..._ s~ ... <"1•1· .A ....., _,_, o.. :~....J.4 

each, 2 three each, 4 four each and the Felllaining thiz been. 

The majority of these workers were salesmen. The monthly 

salaries of 4 ranged from Rs.40 to Rs.60 ~ach, of 12 from 

Rs.30 to Rs.40 each, of ~from Rs.20 to Rs.30 each and from 

Rs .1 5 to Rs. 20 each in the case of remaining 12. 'I'he hours 
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of work ranged from 6 to 10 hours per day. 

7 shops had an area of one Khan each, 17 of 2 to 4 

Khans each, and 3 of more than 4 Khans each. The total annual 

expenses on account of lighting, rent etc. came to between 

Rs.500 and Hs.1,000 each in 7 shops, to between Hs.2
1
000 and 

Rs.1,000 each in 7, to between Rs.100 and Rs.200 in 10 and in 

the remaining 3 to less than Hs.100. 

The rainy season was generally slack. The business was 

brisk in summer. 

(6) Stationers and General li.erchants Graham recorded 11 
HtL ..... i A<t"L'L::S 

shops of "1~aPes and Boras 1 vendors of various sundry articles 

and Kasars". 11 persons were engaged in them. 1 

According to Dr. Bal Krishna's survey of 1926, there 

were 37 shops of general merchants and stationers in the city. 

Of these 10 were general n•erchants, 27 were principally station

ers but sold other articles also. Of the 37 shops, 18 were 

owned by J:i1uhammedans, 10 by Brahmins 1 4 by l•.arathas 1 one by a 

Lingayat and 4 by members of other castes. In all 44 employees 

were engaged in them. The average working hours were 11 per 

day. 25 shops had been started between 1921 and 1926 1 7 

between 1910-201 3 between 1901-10 and the remaining 2 between 

1886-1900.
2 

Our Census of Establishments recorded 82 stationers and 

---------------------------------------------------------------
1 Graham. Op.Cit., P• 119. 

2 Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 4 1 29, 34, 43, 47, 51, and 
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general merchants.t A total of 227 persons were enga~ed in 

them. Of the total shops 42 were in C ward, 20 in B ward, 12 

in D ward, 5 in A ward, and 3 in E ward. Between 7 to 10 

persons were engaged in 3 shops, between 4 to 7 each in 17, 

between 2 and 3 each in 41 and in the remaining shops, no 

outside hand was employed. Our sample consisted of 16 shops. 

Of these 7 were in C ward, 5 in B ward, 2 in D ward and one 

each in A and E wards. Of the 16 shops in the sample, 4 euch 

were owned by Brahmins and 11JB.rathas, ~ by Kshatriyas, one 

each by a Lad, a Lingayat, a Bhatiya, a ~mrwadi and a Jain. 

One of the shops in the sample had a business standing of 50 
s 

years, 5 of 10 to 20 years each, 4 of 5 to 10 years each and ~ 

of 2 to 5 years each. The remaining one was started sometime 

during the year preceding our survey. 

These shops not only dealt in stationery but also in 

toilet articles, hosiery, toys, bangles, perfumery, canned 

foodstuff etc.etc. The majority of the goods sold in these 

shops such as toilet articles, pencils, inks, rubber, bangles, 

perfumes etc. were bought from wholesale merchants in Bombay 

or in Poona. The payment for these purchases were ~nediately 

made in cash. Transactions on personal credit were very rare. 

Petty stationers bought articles locally from bigger stationers 

in the city. 

Five of the shops in the sample had an initial capital 

of between hs.5,000 and Rs.10,000 each, 7 of between Rs.1,000 
~ 

and Rs.5,000 each and the remaining ) of between hs.100 and 

Rs.1,000 each. 



121 

The annual turnover or 2 shops in the sample was worth 

Rs,JO,OOO and Rs.40,000 respectively. One of these was owned 

by a Bhatiya and the other by a Jain. The yearly turnover in 

the case of 3 out of the rerr.aining l:lhops wc.s between Es.25 1 000 

and Rs.)O,OOO <:<.tch, in 2 between its.10 1 000 and h5o20 1 000 eilch, 

in 4 between Rs.5,000 and I•s.10 1000 each and in the reruaininr, 

5 between hs.2 1000 and ILs.5 1 000 each. 

The stock on hand in 2 shops was worth l:l.s.40,000 (lach, 

in 3 between Rs.10,000 and Rs.20,000 each, in 3 between hs. 

51000 and Rs.10,00~ each, in 3 between Hs.2,000 and Hs.5,000 

each and in the remaining 5 between Rs.500 and Hs.2 1 000 euch. 

Two of the shops in the sample had godo\m arranr;en1ents. 

In all the shops in our sample 1 44 persons \'rere eligaced. 

or these 21 were owners, one clerk and 22 servants •. The clerk 

was employed on a salary or Hs.200 per year. Gr the 22 

servants, 2 were provided with free boarding and lodeing and 

their monthly salaries were Rs.J5 each. The monthly salaries 

of 6 other servants ranged between Rs.30 and Rs.50 each, of 7 

between Hs,20 and Rs.30 each, and of the re:naining 7 between 

Hs.10 and rts.20 each. 

The total yearly expenses on account of rent and light

ing in 2 shops was Rs.$64 and hs.924 recpectively. In 7 others 

it varied between Rs.200 and hs.500 each and in the remaining 

ones from Rs.75 to Rs.200 each. 
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The two shops occupied an area of one Khan each, 9 of 

2 Khans each, 3 of 3 Khans each and the remaining of more than 

6 Khans each. 

In summer and winter trade was brisk. The sales shot 

up particularly in Nay and June, when schools and colleges 

opened for new academic year. 

(7) Chemists and prug~ists Dr.Bal Krishna's survey of 

1926 recorded 11 chemists and dru~gists shops in the city. Of 

these, $ belonged to Brahmins, one each/ to a Jain and a 

¥~ratha, the remaining being owned by a member of some other 

caste. Only one shop engaged an outside hand. The average 

working hours per shop were 11! per day. Of the 11 shops 

7 had been started between 1921 and 1926, 3 between 1910 and 

1920 and the remaining one between 1901 and 1910. Seven shops 

were purely retail shops, the remaining two did only wholesale 

business and two did both retail and wholesale business. Nine 

of the shops were situated in rented premises. 1 

Our Census of Establishments recorded 40 chemists and 

druggists shops in the city and a total of 91 persons were 

engaged in them. Of these 15 were in B ward, 12 in C ward, 

$ in A ward, and 5 in D ward. Eleven of these shops were in

cluded in our sample. Of these 4 were in B ward, 3 in A ward, 

and 2 each in C and D wards. Of these 9 were owned by Brahmins, 

one by a Mohammedan, and the remaining one by a Gujarati and 

a Brahmin jointly. One shop in the sample had a business 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 + Dr. Bal Krishna. Op. Cit., PP• 5, 29, 35, 44, 4$, 52, 

and 56. 
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standing of 28 years and was owned by a Brahmin. l'he business 

standing of 2 others was between 6 to 7 years each, and that 

the remaining 5 was less than 5 years each. 

All these shops dealt in chemicals of various kinds, . . . 

patent medicines, different kinds of drugs -- foreign and 

indigenous. Some shmps sold surgical instruments also. u.s.A. 
and Europe, particularly Germany, were the places before 

World War II from which large part of drugs and chemicals were 

imported. A very small proportion of the stock was formed of 

drugs manufactured in India. The war had turned the balance 

in favour of Indian manufactured drggs and chemicals. 

The yearly· turnover of 2 of the biggest shops in the 

sample was about Rs. 40,000 each. It was Rs. 18,000 in the 

case of another. The value of the yearly turnover in 2 other 

shops was between Rs.4,000 and rts.?,OOO each and in the 

remaining 6 shops it was between Rs.1,000 and hs.2,500 each. 

The stock on hand in 4 shops in the sample was worth 

Rs.JO,OOO, Hs.18,000, Rs.15,000, and Rs.1J,OOO respectively. 

It was worth between Rs.5,000 and Rs.7,000 in the case of 2 

other shops and was less than lis.1,500 in each of the r<;;maining 

The initial capital investment was Rs. 20,000 in one 

shop. In 2 others it was Rs,10,000 each. It varied between 

Rs • .3,000 and Rs. 4,000 each in 2, between Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 

2,500 in .3 and was less than Rs. 400 each in the remaining .3 

shops. All druggists and chemists in the sample had their 

shops in rented premises. 
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3 shops had an area of one Khan each, 6 of 2 Khans each 

and the remaining 2 of between 4 and 5 Khans each. The total 

annual expenditure incurred on rent and lighting was Rs.432 

in one shop in the sample. It came to between Rs.200 and Rs. 

300 each in 3 shops, between Rs.100 and Rs.200 each in 5 

others and less than Rs.100 in the remaining two. 

The shops in the sample employed a total of 22 persons 

of whom 12 were owners, 2 managers, 2 clerks and 4 servants. 

The 2 managers were paid Rs.35 and Rs.100 each per month and 

the 2 clerks Rs.60 and Rs.40 per month respectively. The 4 

servants were paid monthly wages ranging from Rs.5 to hs.25 

each. The hours of work varied between 6 to 10 per day. 

All the druggists and chemists had an association of 

their own. No seasonality in regard to sales was marked. 

(8) Dealers in Brass and Copperwares Graham recorded 10 

shops of "Kasars or sellers of pots" in Kolhapur town and a 
1 total of 54 persons were engaged in them. According to Dr. 

Bal Krishna's survey of 1926 there were 16 ~dealers in brass 

and copper utensils" in the town. Of these, 13 were o~med by 

Jains, one by a v:.aratha, and 2 by members of other castes. The 

employees employed in all shops nwnbered 19, and their 

average working hours were 10~ per day. Of the 16 shops, 13 

were started in the period 1920-26, one between 1910- and 1920, 

and another between 1901 and 1910. The remaining was a 

hereditary concern. 2 

---------------------------------------------------------------1 Graham. Op.eit., p. 119. 
2 : Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 5, 29, 35, 44, 48, 52,and 

56. 
I 
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Our Census of Establishments recorded 2o dealers in 

brass and·copper ware, and a total of 57 persons were engur,ed 

in them. Of these, 20 were in C ward, 3 in D, 2 in B, and one 

in A ward. Two concerns in the sample engaged between 4 to 6 

persons each, and 1S between 2 to 3 persons each. In~ shops 

no outside hands were engaged. Our sample consisted of 6 

shops, of which 3 were in C ward, and one each in B and D 

wards. Four shops belonged to Jains -- known as 1Kasars' 

and one to a Gujarati. 

All the shops in the sample, with the exception of one 
~~ 

whichkstarted 5 years prior to our survey, had each a business 

standing of between 15 and 30 years. The initial capital 

invested came to between Rs.500 and Rs.3,000 each in 4 shops. 

It was Rs.15,000 in the remaining. 

All the shops in our sample sold all types of brass, 

copper and aluminium utensils. They were bour,ht from wholesale 

merchants in Bombay, Nagpur, Poona, Nasik, Sangli, etc. The 

purchases were both on cash and credit basis. ~o discount was 

allowed on cash payments. If the goods were bought on credit, 

the dealers generally had to make the payment in cash within 

one month of the purchase. If they failed, interest at the 

rate varying from 9 to 12 per cent per annum was charged. 

Other charges like Dharmadaya, which was one pice per maund, 

freight charges etc. were borne by the dealers then1selves. 

The annual turnover in one shop amounted to Rs.14,000/-. 

It was between Rs.2,000 and Rs.8,000 each in all the remainine 

concerns. The stock on hand was worth Rs.20,000 in one concern. 
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It was valued at lis.4,000 each in 2 other concerns and at 

about Rs.700 in the remaining concerns. 

In all the shops in the sample 18 persons were engap;cd. 

Out of these, 7 were owners, 6 nu::mbers of the mmers' fai;dlics, 

2 clerks and 3 servants. The monthly salaries of the 2 clerks 

were Rs.100 and Rs.75 per month respectively. The servants 

were engaged as salesmen and they were paid hs.25 each per 

month. Their working hours varied from 4 to 9 per day. 

The annual expenses incurred on account of r~:::nt, lip;ht

ing etc. per shop varied from hs.180 and Rs.3~0 each. Except 

one all shops in the san1ple were situated in rented premises • 
... 

One shop in the sample hadk~odown. 

There was no marked seasonality noticed in this trade. 

(9) Timber Merchants 

dealing in timber.1 

Graham mentioned 60 'petty traders' 

Dr.Bal Krishna's survey of 1926 recorded 19 shops of 

timber merchants, some of them selling fire wood also, and a 

total of 131 employees were ene;aged in them. Of these, 6 
t, ..,., " .... ~...,. .... 

shops were owned by l•.ara thas 1t..2 each by Jains and Shirnpis, 

one by a Brahmin and 4 by members of some other castes. Out 

of 19 timber merchants, 2 were wholesale dealers, 7 retailers, 

and the other 10 did both retail and '1'/holesalc busint:ss. The 

average working hours per day were 11~. Of the 19 shops above, 

12 were started in the period 1920-26, 3 in 1910-20, and 2 in 

1901-10 and the remaining 2 were hereditory concerns.'2 _______ ! ______________________________________________________ _ 

1 Graham. Op.Cit., p.118. 
2 : Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 5, 29,35,44,43,52, and 56. 
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According to our Census of bstablisl~nents there were in 

all 22 timber merchants excluding fuel and fire wood sellers 

and a total of 107 persons were enp;a:ed in them. 15 of these 

were in A ward, 4 in C ward, and 3 in B ward. Three of these 

shops engaged more than 10 persons each, one betl~een 7 to 10 

each, 10 between 4 to 7 each, 5 between 2 to 3 each, and the 

remaining shops eneaged no outside hand. Our sample consisted 

of 6 shops. Of these 4 were in A ward and 2 in C ward. Three 

of them were o~ed by Brahmins and one each by a Shimpi, a 

Jain and a I·;oham.medan. 

All the shops dealt in bamboos, clump of bamboos, planks, 

beams, etc. One of the shops in the sample sold fire wood 

also, but it was a negligible part of the business. l•1ost of 

the teak wood was imported from Belgaum, Dandeli, Hubli, 

Alanawa~, Kiraj, Sangli, etc. Bamboos and wood of inferior 

kind was bought in the local weekly markets held on Sundays. 

The transactions were both on cash and credit basis. 

One shop in the sample could claim to be in the business 

for about 15 years and was owned by a Eohammedan. Two oth<.;r 

shops having a business standing of between 9 and 12 years 

each were o~ed by a Brahrr1in and a Shirupi respectively. The 

business standing of the remaining shops was less than 5 yvars. 

One shop in the sample had started with a capital of 

Rs.72,000. The initial capital in the case of 4 shops varied 

from Rs.3,000 to Rs.10,000 each, and it was less than Hs.500 

in the remainin~ shOP1• 

The value of the annual turnover in the case of 4 sho~s 
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varied between Rs.?,OOO and Rs.15,000 each. It was lis.60,000 

approximately in one of the shops, and less than lis.tiUO in the 

remaining. 

The stock on hand in 4 shops in the sample was valued 

at between Rs.500 and Rs.J,OOO each. It was worth Rs.5,665, 

and Rs.50,000 respectively in the remaining 2 shops. 

3 shops in the sample had godown arrangements. Others 

stored their goods in the open space adjoining the shops 

enclosed on all sides by barbed wire or bamboos. The annual 

expenditure on account of rent and lighting varied from Hs.100 

to Rs.JOO each in 5 shops and were Rs.45 in the remaining shop. 

The hours of work varied from 8 to 1 0 Jer day. 

In the shops in the sample a total of 43 persons were 

eneaged. Of these 9 were owners, 6 clerks, and 28 servants. 

Of the 6 clerks, one was engaged temporarily for 4 months and 

was paid a lumpsum of Rs.150. The monthly salaries of the 

other 5 clerks ranged from Rs.40 to Rs.?O each. Out of the 28 

servants, 4 were engaged on monthly salaries which varied fro''' 

Rs.25 to Rs.45 each. One of the servants was en~a~ed for 4 

months only and was paid a lump sum of Rs.150. Of the 

remaining 23 servants, 6 were sawyers and were enga~ed on 

piece rates. Their average monthly income varied from Rs.50 

to Rs.80 each. Of the remaining 17 wage workers, 5 were paid 

Rs.0-8-0 per day, 7 Rs.1-8-0 and 5 others Rs.3 per day. 

Business was slack in the rainy season. 
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(10) Firewood Sellers : Dr.Bal Krishna's survey of 1926 

recorded .31 firewood sellers with .35 employees. Of these 18 

belonged to harathas, 4 to Brahmins, J to Lingayats, 2 to 

Jains, 1 to a l·iohammedan and .3 to members of other castes. 

Twenty four shops did only retailing while the remaining 7 

did both wholesale and retail business. The avera.r;e workin~ 

hours were 12~ per day. Twenty six shops had been started 

between 1921 and 1926 and 5 between 1910 and 1920.1 

There were 1.32 firewood and charcoal sellers in the 

city according to our Census of Establishments and a~total of 

285 persons were engaged in the1u. Of these .39 were in C ward, 

28 in B ward, 24 in E ward, 2.3 in D ward and 18 in A ward. 

J$ shops were 1 one-man 1 concerns; 81 engaged 2 to J persons 
Q.:Wiy~"' \t ~ 0-:) 

each, 12 4 to 7 each and the remaining one "beto:een ? and 16. 

Our sample consisted of 29 shops. Of these 7 each were in C 

and D wards and 6 in E ward, 5 in B ward, and 4 in A ward. Of 
t.> 

these, t-!7- were owned by r<..arathas, 4 by Jains, J by Brahr.dns, 

2 each by Kumbhars and I11ohammedans, and one each by a Pari t, 

a Vaishya and a l';ahar. One of the shops was owned and run by 

a co-operative society. J shops had a business standine of 

about 25 years and of these two were owned by Brahmins and one 

by a I•1uhammedan. The business standing of 5 other shops was 

between 10 to 15 years each, of 5 between 5 to 10 years each, 

and of the remainine 16 less than 5 years each. 

The shops usually dealt in firewood and charcoal. ,1-;uch 

of the firewood came into the city from the neighbouring rural 

--------------------------------------------------------------1 : Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., P!J• 4, 4.3, 47, 51, and 55· 
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parts of the Kolhapur State like Radhanagari, Dajipur, etc. in 

bullock carts. Firewood generally came in the forru of blocks 

of wood and the shopkeeper got it split into suitable sizes. 

The coal generally came from Belgaum and also from surrounding 

parts of the Kolhapur State. 

The annual turnover in one shop owned by a Jain was 

Rs.25,000. The yearly turnover of 2 other shops in th~ sample 

was between Rs.10,000 and Rs.15,000 each, of 8 between its. 

5,000 and Rs.10,000 each, of 15 between Rs.2,000 and Hs.5,000 

each and of 3 less than Rs.2,000 each. The stock on'hand in 4 

shops was valued at between Rs.3,000 and Rs.6,000 each, in 10 

at between Rs.1,000 and Rs.3,000 each, in 6 at between Rs.500 

and Rs.1,000 each, and in the remainine at less than Hs.500 

each. 

The initial capital investment was Rs.8,000 in one of 

the shops and Rs.5,000 each, in 2 others. It varied between 

Rs.1,000 and hs.J,OOO each in the case of 11 and was less than 

Rs.1,000 each in the remaining 15. 

In all the 29 shops in the smnple, 70 persons were 

engaged. Of these, 30 were owners, 3 members of the o~m~rs' 

families, 3 clerks, 8 servants and 26 labourers. One clel'k 

was paid Rs.15 per month. His job was to write accounts which 

he did once a week. The salary of the other clerk was hs.35 

per month. Information regardin~ the salary of the re1aaining 

clerk. was not available. Of the 8 servants, the monthly salary 

of one was hs.12, of 3 other between Rs.25 and Rs.JO each. 

The remaining were Hamals -- they were not regular servants of 
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the shops but were attached to the shops and did the work 

of carrying goods purchased to the customers. Of the 26 

labourers, all of whom were eneaged on piece rates, were paid 
......... ~"'"' Rs.4 to Rs.5 for splittine blocks of wood~20 maunds. The 

monthly earnings of each ranged from Rs.35 to Rs.50 per month. 

The hours of work in the shops varied from 7 to 13 per day. 

The yearly expenses on account of rent and lightin~ 

varied between Rs.250 and Rs.350 each in 2 shops, b~tween Hs. 

100 and Rs.250 in 14, between Rs.50 and Rs.100 each in 8 and 

less than Rs.50 in the remaining 5. Out of 29 shops in the 

sample 24 were situated in rented premises. 

Trade was brisk between June and December when no fire-

wood came into the city from neighbouring rural parts due to 

the rains. The surumer season was slightly dull because of the 

tendency of the customers to buy firewood directly in the 

weekly market. 

(11) Dealers in Steel and Iron Goods and in Secondhand Iron 

and Steel Goods : Dr.Bal Krishna's survey of 1926 mentioned 

7 dealers in iron and steel goods. Of these 5 were owned by 

b:ohammedans and 2 by members of otht;;r castes. 'l'he employees 

employed in all the shops numbered 3 and their averaee working 

hours were 12~ per day. Of the 7 shops, one was started 
1 

between 1901-10, and 6 between 1921-26. 

According to our Census of Establishments, tht;;re were 

43 dealers in new and secondhand iron and steel eoods and 85 

----------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 6, 15, 16, and 52. 
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persons were enga~ed in them. Of these 35 w~re in C ward, 3 

in D ward, 2 in E ward, aM- 1 ~ in B and1. A wards. 21 of 

these shops did not engage any outside worker. 16 engaged 2 

to 3 servants each and the remaining 6 4 to 7 each. Our 

sample consisted of 11 shops. Of these 3 were dealers in new 

iron and steel goods. They dealt in iro11 si1tets, irou bars, 

beams, joints, wires, locks, paints, varnishes, scruws, nails, 

etc. The other 8 shops were dealers in second-hand iron and 

steel goods. They boueht goods either in the Kolhapur city 

or in the adjoining villages. One of the shops in the sample 

did business on comwission basis and charged one anna per rupee 

as a commission for goods sold through them. 

Of the 11 shops in the sample 8 were in C ward, 2 in D 

ward, and one in A ward. Of these 5 were ovmed by J3oharis 1 

and r-.aners, 2 each by harathas and Brahmins and one each by a 

Jain and a Kshatriya. The two shops in the sample, having a 

business standing of between 25 and .30 years each, were owned 

by a i•.ohammedan and a Kshatriya respectively. The remaininG 

shops had a business standing of less than 5 years. 

The initial capital varied between Rs.200 and Rs.1,000 

each in case of 6 shops and between lis .1 ,000 and i\s • .3, 000 each 

in 3 others. In the case of the ren.aining 2 shops, it was 

Rs.5
1
000 and Rs.6,000 respectively. 

The stock on hand was worth between Rs.200 and Hs.600 
~ 

in f/J shops 
1 

between Rs .1 , 000 and Rs • .3 1 000 in 4 others. It t-1as 

Rs.7,000 and Rs.10,000 respectively in the remaining 2 shops. 

The annual turnover in the case of 2 shops ranged from Rs.200 
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to Rs.1,000 each, in 5 from lis.1 ,000 to Rs.3,000each and in 2 

from Rs.3,000 to Rs.6,000 each. The annual turnover in the 
0 ... ._ 

case of ~shop was about lis.1~,ooo. One shop in 

the sample did not give infor"~a tion on this point. 

A total of 1S persons were enea3ed in all the shops in 

the sample. Of these 13 were owners, 2 mer1.bers of the o1mers 1 

families and 3 servants. Gne of the servant was paid Rs.15 

per month t'lith free board in~ and lod.dn·e:. l'he monthly sal(lries 

of the other two were Rs.32 and Rs.22 rE::spectivi:::ly. 

The monthly expenses on account of rent and lighting in 
> 

the case of shops varied between lis.50 and Rs.150 each, iu 4 

between Rs .150 and Rs. 300 each. It was Rs. 4$0 in anoth ... r sho £!. 

One shop had not given information on this point. 

The hours of work·were between Sand 11 hours per day. 

In this trade the rainy season was reported to be dull. In 

March, April and l>,ay trade was brisk. 

(12) ~!cycles and Their Accessori~s : Dr.Dal Krishna's 

survey of 1926 recorded 14 sho1--s of cycle dealers and repairl!rs 

in the city and a total of 16 employees were enr;aged in them. 

Of these 6 were owned by 1•larathas, 4 by 1-.ohammedans, 2 by .... 
Shimpis, one by a Brahrr1in and the remaining by ~member ~ 

tlre lii'}li± n•s of some other caste,. The average working hours 

in all shops were 12~ per day. 13 of these shOf'S were situated 

in rented premises. Out of 14 shops, 12 had been started 

between 1920-26, and 2 between 1910-20.1 

1-~--n~~s;I-i;i~h~~:-a~:ci~::-;~:-5:29:;5:44:48:52:-~~ti-56~---
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Our Census of ~stablishments recorded 134 bicycle shops 

in the city and a total of 229 o&- persons were ene:uecd in them. 

Of these 54 were in C ward, 29 in E ward, 25 in D ward, 14 in 
~ 

B ward, and 12 in A ward. In 61 shops no outside ~ was 

engaged. 70 shops enga!Zed between 2 and 3 persons each, and 

3 between 4 and 7 each. Our samvl~ consisted of 26 shops. Of 

these 9 were in C ward, 7 in D ward, 4 in E ward, and 3 each 

in A and B wards. 

In the sample 19 shops belonged to l•,ara thas, 3 to Brahmins, 

2 to lliohammedans, and one each to a Sangar and a Jain. Two 

shops in the sample were of 27 and 22 years business standing 

respectively. The former was owned by a l•!ohammedan, the latter 

by a Sangar. Five other shops had a business standing of 

between 10 and 15 years each, 6 of between 5 and 10 years each, 

and the remaining 13 of less than 5 years each. 

The initial capital in 10 shops varied between Rs.50 

and Rs.500 each, in 10 between Rs.500 and hs.1,000 each, in 

5 between Rs .1 , 000 and Rs .2, 000 each, and in the ren.aining 

one it was Rs.2,500. 

Many shops in the sample bouc;ht and sold new as ~1ell 

as old bicycles. 16 shops hired out bicycles, repatred them 

and sold accessories and parts. Ten others were only rerJattine 

shops. The main business of all the sho1~s in the swn1Jle was 

the repair of bicycles, and hirine: them out at a fixed rate 

per hour. The cycles hired out in this manner were after a 

time1:s~~~ away if they fetched a reasonable prict. As an 
~~ 
aneil1aPy business many shopkeepers kept gas lamps to hirG 
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them out for marriages, processions, public functions etc. All 

the shops except 6 bought goods locally. Discount was allowed 

on cash payments. 6 shops in the sample ordered goods from 

Bombay, Poona, Sangli, etc. 

The yearly turnover in 14 shops was worth Rs.500 and 

Rs.1,000 each, in 8 between Rs.1,000 and Rs.2,000 each, in 3 

between Rs.2,000 and Rs.3,000 each and it was Rs.20,000 in the 

remaining one shop. 

The stock on hand in 15 shops was worth between Hs.100 

and Rs.1,000 each, in 7 between Rs.1,000 and hs.3,000 each, 

and in two it was worth Rs.5,000 and Rs.7,900 respectively. 

The remaining 2 shops did not furnish the information on this 

point. 

·The shops in the sample engaged a total of 50 persons. 

Of these 35 were owners, 2 clerks, and 13 servants. The 2 

clerks were employed part-time and their monthly salaries were 

Rs.10 and Rs.6 r€spectively. The salaries of 8 servants ranged 

from Rs.10 to Rs.15 each, of 3 from lis.16 to Rs.19 each, of 

the remaining two it was Rs.20 and Rs.30 respectively. The 

hours of work varied betwe~n 9 to 13 hours per day. 

The annual exp~nses on account of rent and lighting varied 

from Rs.50 and Rs.150 each in 13 shops, between Rs.150 and 

Rs.250 each in 4, between Rs.250 and lis.350 each in 6 and 

between Hs.J50 and Rs.500 in the remaining 3. 18 shops occupied 

an area of between 1 and 2 Khans each, and the remaining 8 of 

between 3 and 6 Khans each. 
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The summer season was the busy season in this traae. 

(13) Watch Repairers and Dealers : Dr.Bal Krishna's survey 

of 1926 recorded 15 watch repairers and dealers in the city. 

Of these 11 were owned by Brahmins, 2 each by l-ioharom~,.;dans, and 

Narathas. In all 9 employees 'l':ere employed in th.:; shops and 
lane 

their average working hours were 9 per day./ 6f the shops hud 

been started between 1920-26, 3 between 1910-20, 2 betw0en 

1901-10 and the remaining one between 1886-1900. 1 

There were 32 watch repairers and dealers shops in the 

city at the time of our Census of Establishments and 62 persons 

were engaeed in them. Of these 14 were in C ward, 10 in D 

ward, 4 in A ward and 2 each in B and E wards. 23 shops were 

'one man' concerns. Six shops employed 2 to 3 persons each, 

and 3 others 7 to 10 persons each. Seven shops were included 

in our sample. Four of these were owned by Brahmins, 2 by 

.t>;ohammedans and one by a Sutar. Three of these shops were in 

the business for about 20 and 35 years ~. 3 shops 

had a business standing of about 10 years each and the remain

ing one had leen started a year previous to our survey, 

All the shops in the sample did in the main the work 

of repairing. Three shops sold watches also. These were 

bought from wholesale merchants either at Bombay, Goa, Poona 

or Calcutta. A discount of 25 to 35 per cent on the catalogue 

prices was allowed. If the watches were boueht on credit, the 

interest at the rate of 6! per cent per annum was charged, The 

1-~--n;:B;i-K;i;h~;:-o~:ci~::-~;:-;:-29:-3;:-44:-5;:-;~d-56:--
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s~~ 

necessary accessories and~parC5of watches were also boueht 

from merchants at Bombay and Calcutta generally on cash pay

ments. The equipment of the shops mainly consisted of few 

pieces of furniture one or two cupboards and all the necessary 

instruments required for repairing. 

The annual gross takines in 4 shops were between Rs.500 

and Rs.1,000 each. In the remaining 2 shops the yearly turn

over came to Rs.2,500 and Rs.6,000 respectively and both of 

these were owned by Brahmins -- one did not give inforn1ation 

on this point. The stock on hand was worth between Rs.200 

and Rs.500 each in the case of 4 shops. It was valued at 

Rs.1,500, Rs.1,700, and Hs.5,000 respectively in the remaining 

3 shops. 

In 7 of these shops in the sample a total of 11 persons 

was employed. Of these 7 were owners and 4 servants. The 

monthly salaries of 2 servants were Rs.35 each and of 2 others 

Rs.15 and Rs.8 respectively. The total annual expenses includ

ing rent and lighting charges ranged from Rs.30 to Rs.150 in 

4 shops and from Rs.150 to Rs.225 in 3 others. The hours of 

work varied between 3 and 11i per day. 

There was no marked seasonality in this business. 

~ 
(14) Tailoring Shops AccordingkGraham there were 38 

tailors' establishments in Kolhapur town and a total of 167 

persons were engaged in them. 1 Dr.Bal Krishna's survey of 

1926 recorded 152 tailoring shops and 182 employees were 
--------------------------------------------------------------1 : Graham. Op.Cit., p.119. 



engaged in them. 0£ these 71 were owned by Shimpis, 39 by 

Larathas, 16 by I•:oha.m:o;.edans, 6 by Brahmins, 3 by Line:ayats, 2 

by Vaishyas, and the remaining by other castes. 150 shops 

were 'one-roan' concerns and two were being run on partnership 

basis. The average working hours per day were 12. As ~any as 

134 shops had their premises in rented buildings. or the 152 

tailoring firms 4 were traditional concerns, 8 started between 

1886 and 1900, 3 between 1901 and 1910, 25 between 1910 and 

1920 and all the remaining had been established between 1921 

and 1926.1 

According to our Census of Establishments, there woro 

in 1945, 411 tailoring shops and a toto.l of 772 persons wer"' 

engaged in them. Cf these 149 were in C ward, 84 in B, 67 in 

D, 66 in A, and 45 in E ward. There was one shop in the 

sample·employing more than 10 persons. In 7 the number varied 

between 7 and 10 each, and in 36 between 4 and 6 each. The 

number of Fersons employed varied bettteen 2 and 3 each in 1 32 

concerns, while the remaining 23J shops were 'one-man' con

cerns. Our sample consisted of 79 shops. Cf these 27 were in 

C ward, 15 each in A and B wards, 14 in D ward, and 8 in E 

ward. or these, 43 were owned by Shimpis, 25 by Larathas, 6 by 

Y~hammedans and·one each by a Gujarati, a Jain, a Dhoi, a 

Vaishya, and a Burud. The two oldest shops in the sample had 

a business standing of more than 40 years. Of the remainin~ 

one had a busines~ standing of approximately 36 years, 5 of 

between 20 end 30 years each, 27 of between 10 and 20 years 

---------------------------------------------------------------1 : Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 4, 2J, 34, 43, 51, and 55. 
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each, 21 of between 5 and 10 years each and the remaining~~) 

of less than 5 years. 

The equipment of these shops usually consisted of one 

or two sewing machines, pairs of seissers, thread, wooden-
~\ 

board, tape and other equipments required for ~ilezin~ and 

ironing. One of the shops in the sample sold ready made 

clothes also. There was one sewing machine each in 50 firms, 

two machines each in 17 and 3 each in 7. The remaining ;.rs

firms possessed 4 or more machines each. 

Charges made for stitching and tailoring were main 

source of earning of these shops. The annual takin~s in case 

of 3 shops were about Rs.3,000 each. They varied between 

Rs.2,000 and Rs.3,000 each in 5 other firms, between Rs.1,000 

and Rs.2 1 000 each in$ and between Rs.500 and Rs.1,000 each 

in £ 55 concerns. The remaining $ shops had an yearly turn

over of less than Rs.500 each. 

The value of stock consisting of table:'"" few chairs oa

Aaftd and sewing machines in 14 concerns was worth between Rs. 

500 and Rs.1,000 each, between Rs.300 and Rs.500 each in 23, 

between Rs .1 00 and Rs. 300 each in 37 and less than Rs .1 00 

each in the case of the remaining 5 concerns. 

Of 79 shops in the sample 10 were started with an 

initial capital of more than Rs.400 each. In 31 of the 

concerns, the initial capital invested was between Rs.250 and 

Rs.400 each and in 33 others between Rs.100 and Rs.250 each. 

In the remaining 3 concerns the initial investment came to 
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less than Rs.100 each. 1wo shops could not give inforwution 

on this point. 

In all the shops in the sample a total of 146 persons 

were engaged. Of these 97 were owners, 15 were time rate 

workers and 34 piece rate workers. The workers on piece rute 

were generally paid half the amount charged to the custowers, 

i.e. 8 to 10 annas in a rupee. Their monthly income varied 

between Rs.JO and Rs.45 each according to the capacity and 

ability of each worker. There were 9 outsiders engaged on 

monthly payments which varied between 1is.15 and lis.45 each. 

4 were boys below 12 who were paid between lis.B and 15 each 

per month. The number of apprentices was two and they got 

Rs.10.each per month. The hours of work varied from 9 and 

1J per day. 

~ 
69 shops.situated in rented buildin~ The area occupied 

by 45 shops was one.Khan each, that by 27 1~ to 2 Khans each. 

In the case of 6 firms it was more than J Khans each, while 

the remaining one had an area of one half Khans. 

The total annual expenses on account of rant and light

ing varied between Rs.150 and Rs.200 each in 10 shops, between 

Rs .1 00 and Rs .1 50 each in 24, between Rs. 50 and r.s .1 00 each in 
~ 

25, and in the remaining~. the expenses amounted to less than 

Rs.50 a year. 

Every tailoring shop was required to pay hs.J/- per year 

as a tax to the Kolhapur :~o;unicipal Borou~h. At the time of 

our survey (because of the war time restrictions) there Was a 
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shortage of sewing thread amone oth"'r things. An· Association 

of all tailoring ~hops had been recently started. A fixed 

quota of sewing thread was alloted to them by the Kolha.pur 

Governn!ent. The Association rationed it to each shop. The 

complaint was that the ration was not enou,r:h for their needs 

and very often they had to buy sewing thread in black market. 

The busy season \'las reported t9 be from !~ovember to i iay. 

(15) Restaurants : Dr. Bal Krishna's Survey of 1926 recorded 

* 121 'tea shops' in the city ru1d a total of 121 employees were 

engaged in them. Of the-se 71 were owned by l·:arathas, 27 by 

Brahmins, 9 by Lin~ayats, 2 by Vaishyas, 4 by Jains, 4 by 

Z.iohamn.edans, v.::t the rer."'"-inin::; one by a Shimpi and the rcuuain

ine 3 by other castes. c~t of 121 shops recorded 112 shops 

were in rented premises. 'l'he yeur of cs tablishment of 1 Qt.; 

shops was bett-;een 1920 and 192u, of 11 between 1910 and 1920, 

of 2 between 1901 and 1910 and of one between H~J6 ar.d 1900. The 

remaining was a hcreditory concern. The: average working hours 

were 14 per day.1 

According to our Census of .t:stablishmonts there were 

1$$ restaurants in the city and a total of 744 persons were 

engaged in them. Of these 23 were in A ward, 26 in B, 66 in 

c, 25 in D and the remaininz 48 in E l'rard. In 18 restaurants 

no outside hands were eneae~d, in 85 there were between 2 and 

3 servants each, in 62 between 4 and 6 each, in 16 between 7 

and 10 each and in 7 more than 10 each. Our san1ple conoisted 

of 36 restaurants of which 4 were in ward A, 5 in B ward, 7 in 

---------------------------------------------------------------* : The figure is doubtful. 
1 : Dr.Eal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 4, 28, 34, 4), 51, and 55o 
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D ward, and 10 each in C and E wards. or these 21 were o~med 

by ¥~rathas, 8 by Brahmins, 5 by Udapis and one each by a 

Shimpi and a Vaishya. Almost all the big restaurants were 

owned by Udapis. 

or the 36 restaurants in the sample, two had business 

standing of 52 and 45 years respectively and were owned by 

Brahmins. Another had been in this business for n1ore than 38 

years. The business standing of 5 other restaurants was 

between 20 and 30 years each, of 7 between 10 and 20 years 

each, of 3 between 5 and 10 years each. The remaining 18 had 

a business standing of less than 5 years eabh. These restau

rants generally supplied beverages like tea, coffee, cocoa and 

in some cases cold drinks and also eatables. The equipment 

chiefly consisted of tables, chairs, crokery, utensils, mirrors 

for decoration, radio, or gramophone etc. !•iost of the restau

rants sold cigarettes also. 

The yearly gross takings in 2 restaurants in our sample 

approximated Rs.40 1 000 each, in 3 they were between Rs.20,000 

and Rs.30,000 each, in 4 between Rs.15,000 and Rs.20,0UO each, 

in 7 between Rs.6,000 to Rs.10,000 each in 10 between Rs. 
10 

3,000 and Rs.6,000 each. In remaining ? restaurants the 

annual gross takings were valued at less than Rs.100 each. 

The value of the stock on hand which consisted of only 

eatables served in the restaurants was between Rs.5 and Rs.10 

each~10 hotels, between hs.1u and Rs.30 each~ in 20,between 

Rs.30 and Rs.50 each~ in 3,between hs.50 and Rs.100 each in 2 

and more than Rs.200 each in the remainine. 
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The initial capital investment in 1o hotels ranged from 

Rs.100 to Rs.500 each, in 12 from Rs.590 and Rs.1,uu0 each, in 

3 from Rs.1,000 to Rs.2,000 each, in 2 from hs.2,000 to Ru. 

4,000 each and more than Rs.4,000 each in the remaining restau-

rants. 

A total of 206 persons were enga~ed in 36 restaurants 

in the sample. Of these 45 were owners, ~7members of the own

ers' families, 2 were managers, 2 clerks, 103 servants and 17 

boys. The two managers were paid Rs.50 and Rs.40 per month 

respectively, and the part-time clerks Rs.8 and ns.16 per 

month. Of 103 workers 58 were provided with free boarding and 

lodgine. The monthly salaries of 32 of these varied between 

Rs.4 and Rs.10 each, of 14 between lts.10 and Rs.15 each, of 

7 between Rs.15 and Rs.20 eahh, of 3 between Hs.20 and Rs.30 

each and of 2 between Rs.JO and Rs.40 each. Of the 45 servants 

who were not provided with lod~ing and boarding, 36 were paid 

monthly salaries of Rs.10 and Rs.20 each, 7 between lls.JO and 

Rs.40 each, 2 between Rs.40 and Rs.50 each. Of the 17 boys 

employed, the monthly salaries in case of 7 ranged from lis.J 

to Rs.5 each, and in the case of remaining 10 they ranged from 

Rs.5 to Rs.15 each. The working hours per day were between 

8 and 17. 

16 restaurants occupied an area of one Khan each, 13 

of 3 to 4 Khans each, 4 of 5 to 6 Khans each, and the remaining 

3 had an area of 10, 12 and 16 Khans respectively. The annual 

expenses including rent, lie;hting charges etc. \'I ere betwet:n 

Rs.600 ar,d Hs.1 ,000 each in 3 cases, between hs.JUO and hs.600 
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each in 13, between Rs.100 and h.s.)OO in another 13, and in 

the remaining 7 they were less than Rs.100 each. 

Recently an Association of all restaurant owners had 

been formed. They got all their grievances, like shortae;e of 

coal, sugar, etc. redressed through the Association. 

No seasonality was marked in this business. 

(16) Boarding and Lodr,inr, Houses : Dr.Bal Krishna's survey 
.:.... fL.--~ 

of 1926 recorded 21 'Hotels and Restaurants' iRxKk where 

meals were served ~y and a total of 57 employees 

were engaged in them. Of these 9 were owned by Brahmins, 5 by 

I•iarathas, 3 by Lingayats and one each by a Jain, a Shimpi, a 

Sonar, and a lv~ohammedan. 17 had been started between 1921-26, 

and 4 between 1901 and 1910. 19 were situated in rented 

premises and 2 in their oltm. The average working hours were 

11 per day .1 

According to our Census of hstablishments there were in 

all 53 boarding and lodging houses in the town and a total of 

289 persons were engaged in them. Of these 33 were in C ward, 

9 in D ward, 7 in E ward, and 2 each in A andB wards. There 

were more than 10 persons engaged in 3, 7 to 10 each in 18, 4 

to 7 each in 17, and 2 to 3 each in 13. The remain in~ two 

concerns were managed by the owners alone. Our sample consisted 

of 12 of these lod~ing and boarding houses. (if these 6 wen: 

in B ward, 3 in D ward, 2 in B ward, and one E \'lard. Of these 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 5, 29, 35, 44, 52, and 55. 
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6 were owned by 11.arathas, 3 by Brahmins and one each by a 

Koshti (weaver), a Jain, and an Udapi. 6 of the concerns 

in the sample provided llieals only, while others provided 

lodging in addition. One concern in the sample had a business 

standing of 38 years and was oi,'Iled by a Drahmin. The business 

standing of 6 others was between 15 to 20 years each, of 3 

between 2 to 3 years each and that of the remaining 2 was 

less than 2 years each. 

'rhe customers were of 2 types , (1) reeular,and (2) 

casual boarders. In 6 concerns in the sample the lodging 

charges were Re.1 per head per day. For permanent lodgers 

the charges were between Rs .25 and Rs .30 per month. The nw1ber 

of regular lodgers in all concerns except in one was between 

5 and 10 each. In one concern the number amounted to 50. The 

charges for regular members inclusive of boarding and lodging 

ranged from Rs.55 to Rs.65 per month per head. The ovmers of 

7 concerns stated that they got on an average 30 to 35 casual 

boarders and lodgers every day. The meal charges varied from 

Rs.1-8-0 to Rs.J per day for casual members. The daily 

lodging charges varied from 12 annas to ns.2-8-0. 

The annual gross takings in 2 concerns were Rs.60,000 

and Rs.25,000 respectively. Of these one each was owned by a 

Brahmin and another by a .lo.aratha. They varied between hs. 

15,000 and lis.20,00U each in 4 others, between Hs.10,000 and 

Rs.15,000 in 3, between Rs.5,000 and lis.1U,Ou0 in 2 and were 

Rs.500 in the remaining one. 

The initial capital illvestmcnt in 6 concerns was between 
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Rs.100 and hs.500 each and in 3 between Rs.5UO and Rs.1,200 

each. It was Rs.2,000 in one and hs.3,000 each in the reJnain

ing 2. 

In all the 12 concerns in the sample, a total of 65 

persons were engaged. Of these 12 were owners, 6 men•ber·s of 

the owners' families, one manager, one clerk, 43 servants, and 

2 boys. The monthly salary of the clerk was H.s.3/-. He came 

once a week and wrote the accounts. One concern had a 

manager who was looking after the concern and was paid hs.20/

per month. Of the 43 servants, 26 were provided with free 

lodging and boarding. Of these, the salaries of 7 ranged 

from Rs.10 to Rs.20 each per month, and of 19 from Rs.5 to 

Rs.10 each per month. 17 servants were engaged on monthly 

payments without free boarding and lodging. Of these, the 

salaries of 2 were Rs.40 each per month. The monthly salari~s 

of 3 others ranged from Rs.10 to hs.20 Each and of 12 from 

Rs.6 to Rs.10 each. Two boys were engaged on Rs.10 and Hs.6 

respectively per month and were provided with free boardin~ 

and lodging. The average working hours per day varied from 4~ 

to 17. 

~ o.-p of the concerns occupied an area of between 2 to 3 

Khans each, 3 of between 6 to g Khans each, and 2 of between 

10 to 12 Khans each. In the remaining two concerns the area 

occupied was 30 and 15 Khans respectively. The total annual 

expenses on account of rent and lighting etc. came to less 

than Rs.300 each in case of 3 concerns, between rts.300 and 

Rs. 500 each in 6 others and more than !{s. 500 in the remaining 
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No marked seasonality was observed in this trade. 

(17) Pan, Bidi, and Tobacco Shops : Graham mentioned that 

there were 21 shops o£ "Tambolees or sellers of betel leaves" 

and 62 persons were engaged in them. 1 Dr.Bal Krishna's 

survey of 1926 recorded 82 dealers in pan, bidi and tobacco 

in the town and a total o£ 138 employees were employed in them. 

0£ these 32 wez:e owned by l'JB.rathas, 28 by l·.ohammedans, 6 by 
(A~~, ....... 1 

Jains, 5 bYj.., Vaishyas, ~by Brahmins, and 5 by members of other 

castes. The average working hours were 14 per day. 72 shops 

were in ~rented premises. Of the 82 shops, 65 were started 

between 1920-26, 15 between 1910-20 and one each between 1900-

1910, and 1886-1900.2 

According to our Census of Establishments there were 

126 shops dealing in pan, bidi, tobacco etc. in the city and 

a total of 270 persons were .engaged in them. Of these 62 

were in C ward, 23 in E ward, 18 in D ward, 14 in B ward, and 

9 in A ward. Out of 126 shops, 61 engaged no outside help. 

54 of the shops engaged between 2 to 3 servants each, 8 betw0en 

4 to 7 each, one between 7 to 10 each, and the remaining 2 

more than 10 each. 

Our sample consisted of 25 shops. Of these 12 were in 

C ward, 5 in E ward, 3 each in B and D wards and 2 in A ward. 

0£ these 16 were owned by I•.arathas, 6 by Mohammedans, 2 by 

Lingayats and the remaining one by a Vaishya. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 Graham. Op.Cit., p.119. 

2 : Dr.Bal Krishna. Op.Cit., PP• 4, 2d, 34, 43, 47, 51, and 
55· 



li10st of these shops were petty concerns. They sold 

pan, bidi, cigarettes, cheap cigars, sweets, candle sticks, 

matches etc. The goods sold were almost all purchased locally. 

The purchases were generally made in many cases from day to 

day or at the interval of 3 to 4 days. Five shop keepers in 

the sample engaged servants to make bidis for sale iz• their 

own shops. 

The stock on hand in 4 of the shops was worth between 

Rs.5 and Rs.20 each, in 4 others between Rs.20 and Hs.50 each, 

in 7 between Rs.1J0 and Rs.200 each, and between Rs.50U and 

Rs.1,000 each in 3. The stock on hand was valued at Rs.1,500 

in the case of the remaining shop. 

The annual turnover in 4 of the shops varied between 

Rs.200 and Rs.1,000 each, in 9 between Rs.1,000 and ns.2,000 

each, in 3 between Rs.2,000 and Rs.3,000 each, in$ between 

Rs.3,000 and Rs.4,000 each and between hs.4,000 and Hs.5,000 

each in 3. The yearly turnover in the remaining shop was 

worth Rs.24,000/-. 

There were 4 shops in the sample in which the initial 

capital investment was less than Rs.100 each. In 13 other 

shops it was between Rs.200 and Rs.300 each, in 6 between hs. 

300 and Rs. 500 each, and between Its. 1 , 000 and Hs .1 , 200 each in 

the remaining 2. 

In the 25 shops in our sample, a total of 64 ptrsons 

were engaged. Of these 27 were owners, 10 members of the 

owners' families and 27 servants. Of the 27 servants, 26 were 
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engaged by 5 shops in the sample and chiefly for making bidis, 

They were paid on piece rate basis. The rate of payment 

ranged from Rs.1-8-0 to Rs.2-2-0 per 1,000 bidis. The output 

of workers varied from 500 to 1,000 bidis per day. TheiP 

monthly average earnings of workers were som~whel'e betw..;en 

Rs.35 to Rs.40. The hours of work varied from 11 to 18 p~r 

day. 

Of the 25 shops in the sampl~, 2 shops occu~ied an area 

of i Khan each, 10 of ! Khan each, and 11 of 1 Khan each, and 

2 of more than 2 Khans each. 

The annual expenses on account of rent, lighting etc. 

varied from Rs.20 and Rs.80 each in case of 5 shops, between 

Rs.80 and Rs.200 each in 16, and between hs.200 and hs,JOO 

each in 3. In the remaining shop they amount~d to hs.7u0, 

Every shop had to pay a licence fee of l:\s,2-4-0 to the Kolhapur 

Municipal Borough. 

The rainy season was the dullest season, when less 
d\ 

than 25 per cent the total business \"las done. The business 

was generally brisk on Saturdays and Sundays. 

(18) Vegetable Shops : Dr.Bal Krishna's survey of 1926 

recorded 17 fruit and vegetable shops in the town ru1d a total 

of 15 employees were engaged in them. Of these 16 were owned 

by Z.lohammedans and one by a Brahmin. The averae;e hours of 

work were 11~. 7 shops had been started between 1921 and 1926, 

8 between 1910 and 192u, and the remaining 2 between 1901 and 

1910. 1 
1-~--i);~i3~-i(;i;h~~--~.:-~;;---::::.--~--;~--~~--;,;,--;,~~-~;~-:~ri--

56. 
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At the time of our Census of .l!.stablishme:nts there were 

68 vegetable and fruit shops, including those in the Ferris 

l'J.arket. In all the shops a total of 115 persons were enc;ae:;cd. 

Of these 41 were in C ward mostly in the Ferris l·•arket, 12 in 

D ward, 9 in B ward and 3 each in A and E wards. 3 shops 

engaged between 7 and 10 persons each, 25 between 2 and 3 

each and the remaining 40 did not employ any outside help. 13 

shops were included in our sample, 8 from C ward, 2 each fro111 

B and D wards and one from E ward. Of these 6 were owned by 

I•"oha.!lllr,edans, 5 by l'..arathas and 2 by i•..alis. One of the shops 

in the sample was in the business for about 55 years and was 

owned by a Nohammedan. Another shop having a business standing 

of about 30 years was owned by a b~i. The business standing 

of 4 others was between 5 and 15 years each, of 5 between 1 

and 5 years each and of the remaining on~less than one year 

each. 

All the shops in the saraple sold vegetables, fruits, 

etc. They generally bought all their requirements from the 

villagers who come to the city every day to sell their vege

tables. Often few wholesale merchants purchased all the vege

tables and retailed them to petty vegetable sellers. Fruits 

were imported from Sangli, l•draj, Karad, Sa tara, Poona and 

Belgaum and from Raibag, Panahala in Kolhapur State. The 

transactions were generally on cash basis. If the Bagwans 

bought fruits on credit, they had to make paym"nt within a 

week. If this period was exceeded, the interest at the rate 

of 9 to 12 per cent per annum was charged. The shop keeper 

had also to pay an octroi duty of one anna per b~g at Kolhapur 
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octroi station, 4 shops in the sample had no regular shops as 

such, Their homes served the purpose of a shop. host of the 

vegetable shops were petty shops -- usually 'one-man' concerns. 

The annual turnover of 3 shops was between hs. 8,000 and 

Rs. 9,000 each, of 2 between Rs. dbooo and lis. ,,000 each, of 

4 between Rs, 1,000 and Rs. 4,000 each, of 2 between lis. 500 

and Rs.1,000 each and of the remaining 2 less than Rs.400 each, 

The value of the stock on hand in 7 shops varied between 

Rs,100 and Rs.300 each. In one of the remaining shops in the 

sample the stock on hand was worth Rs.40 and in the remainine 

5 less than Rs.5 each. Smallness of stock was largely due to 

the perishability of the articles sold. 

Out of 13 shops in the sample, only 3 shops employed 
o...J.-y 

servants, 2 shops 2 each and one shopkone ~. The monthly 

salaries of these servants varied between Rs.40, and Rs.20. 

The total annual expenses on account of rent lighting, 

etc. ranged from Rs.100 to Rs.150 each in 3 shops and from 

Rs.150 to Rs.300 in the remaining ones. All except one were 

located in rented premises. 

The business was slack in the rainy season and brisk in 

summer. 

(19) Book Sellers and Stationers : Dr. Bal Krishna's survey 

of 1926 recorded 12 book sellers and stationers shops in the 

city and a total of 13 'employees' were employed in them. Of 

these 3 shops had news-paper agencies also. Of those 10 were 

owned by Brahmins and 2 by I-;arathas. The hours of work on an 
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av~rage were 11 per day. i 6f the 12 shops 7 had been started 

between 1921 and 1926, 4 between 1910 and 1920, and one between 

1901 and 1910.1 • 

u. 
Our Census of Establishments recorded"shops of book 

sellers and stationers. Of these 10 were in C ward, 3 in B 

ward, 2 in D ward and one in A ward. 7 were one-man shops. 5 

engaged between 2 and 3 persons each, 3 between 4 and 7 persons 
...... ~ ... ·..:."i -sl-..4 ~ \.'\ ~D ...... 

each and • Our sample consisted 

of 4 shops. Of these 2 were in C ward, one each in B and D 

wards. One each of the shops was owned by a Brahmin and a Jain. 

One shop was run in a partnership i by 5 partners. Another shop 

was conducted by a co-operative store. The oldest shop which 

was in the business for more than 20 years was owned by a Brahmin. 

The business standing of other two shops was 7 and 15 years 

respectively. The remaining one had been started a year previous 

to our survey. 

All the shops in the sample sold text books for schools 

and colleges, and also pencils, rubuers, papers, exercise books 

etc. Some shops dealt in other types of books of general inter

est both in t~rathi and English. The books were ordered from 

Bombay, Poona 1 Calcutta, Lahore etc. The purchases were made 

on cash basis. One shop in the sample bought books on both 

cash and credit basis. A discount of 25 to 35 per cent was 

--------------------------------------------------------------
From "The Commercial Survey of the Kolhapur City in 1926" 
By Dr.Bal Krishna. Tables 1, 16, 23 and appendices I, II, 
III 1 and IV. pp. 5, 29, 35, 48, 52, and 56. 
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allowed to Booksellers on catalogue prices. 

The initial capital investment in 2 shops varied bet~Jeen 

Rs.1,000 and Rs.3,000 each and in 2 it was Rs.5,000 each. The 

total annual sales of 3 shops ranged from Rs.9,000 to Hs.15,000 

each. It was Rs.so,ooo in the remaining shop. The stock on 

hand in 3 of the shops was worth between Rs.2,000 and Rs.11,000 

each. The stock on hand was valued at Rso35,000 in the remain

ing shop. 

In all the shops in the sample a total of 12 persons 

were engaged, of whom 7 were owners, 2 members of owners' 

£amilies and 3 servants. One shop alone engae;ed 3 servants. 

The monthly salaries of the 3 servants were Rs.12, Rs.21 and 

Rs.31 respectively. They were sales~en. The expenses on acc

ount of rent and lighting amounted to between Rs.200 and Hs.300 

each in the case of 3 shops. They were Rs. 576 in the rehlain

ing shop. 

(20) Aerated Water : Dr.Bal KrishndJsurvey of 1926 recorded 

29 9i establishments of "manufacturers and sellers of aerated 

water". Of these 26 were owned by l·i.arathas, 2 by Brahmins, 

and 1 by a Shimp!. A total of 31 'employees' were engaged in 

them and their average working hours were 12! per day. Out 

of the 29 Shops 20 were started during 1921-26, 5 during 1910-

20, 3 during 1901-10 and the remaining one between 1Bo1 and 

1900¢..1 • 

-------------------------------------------------------------
1. Dr.Bal Krishna. op.cit. pp. 4, 28, 34, 47, 51, and55· 
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At the time of our Census of hstablishments there were 

in all 58 shops in the city and a total of 121 persons were 

engaged in them. Of these 29were inC ward, 10 XRXK each in 

B and E wards, 8 in D ward and one in A ward. Of the 58 shops, 

4 engaged between 4 and 7 servants each, 36 between 2 and 3 

each while the remaining 18 did not engage any outside workers. 

Our sample consisted of 11 such shops. Of these 5 were in C 

ward, 2 each in B and D and E wards. Of these 9 were owned 

by Karathas and 2 by Brahmins. Three of the shops in the 

sample had a business standing of between 10 and 15 years each 

4 of between 5 and 10 years each and the remaining 4 of between 

1 and 5 years each. 

All the shops in the sample prepared and sold cold drinks. 

Previously they also used to serve ice-cream. But the manufac-..,...,. 
ture and sale of ice-cream~prohibited by Government Regulation 

due to the emergencies of the war situation. Consequently 

at the time of our survey no ice-cream was served in any of 

the shops. The equipment generally consisted of tables, chairs, 

soda fountains, scents, bottles, glasses, etc. etc. The cost 

of the total equipments (including decoration costs etc.) in 

4 shops was between Rs.300 and Rs.500 each, in 3 between fis.500 
D-..._ 

and Rs.1,000 each. It was Rs.3,500 in ~-remainine- shop,...,~~-

3 shops in the sample could not state the cost of their equip-

ment. 

In 5 of the shops in the sample, the initial capital 

investment was between Rs.200 and Rs.500 each, in 3 between 

Rs.500 and Rs.1,0UO each and between Rs.1,000 and hs.2,0UO 

each in the remaining 3. The annual turnover in~~5 shops 

varied between Rs.1,500 and Rs.2,000 each, in 3 between 
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Rs.2,000 and Rs.4,000 each and between Hs.6,0u0 and Hs.10,000 

each in the remaining 3. 

In all the shops in the sample, a total of 29 persons 
lt 

were eneaged and of these 11 were owners, ' members of the 

owners' families and 14 servants. Of the 14 servants, the 

monthly salaries of 7 ranged from Rs.10 to Rs.15 each and of 

1 the other 7 from Rs.15 to hs.25 each. They were generally 

servers. The ~hours of work varied between 9 and 15~ per 

day. 

The summer was the busy season and winter was a dull one 

in this trade. 

(21) Dealers in Sweetmeats : Graham mentioned 3 shops 

dealing in sweetmeats and 4 persons were eneaged in them.1• 

XKi Dr.Bal Krishna's Surgey of 1926 recorded 18 confectionaries 

and 12 emj:<loyees were engaged in them. Of these 10 were owned 

by li.tarathas, 2 each by Shimpis and Vaishyas, one each by a lla.iln 

Jain, Brahmin and 2 by members of other castes. The average 

working hours were 14! per day. 13 shops were situated in 

rented premises. J 6ut of 18 confectionaries 7 were started 

during 1920 and 1926, 4 during 1910 and 1920, 2 during 1SS6 
tc~'~ 2 

and 1900. The remaining 5lwere aR hereditory. 

According to our Census of Establishments there were 

30 dealers in sweetmeats and a total of 70 persons were eneaged 

in them. Of these 11 each were in B and C wards, 5 in t 

ward, 2 in D ward and one in A ward. One of the shops e1h1~loyed 

-------------------------------------------------------------
1. Graham. op.cit. P• 119. 
2. Dr.Bal Krishna. op. cit. pp. 5, 29, 35, 48, 52, and 56. 
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between 7 and 10 persons each, 4 between 4 and 7 each, and 14 

between 2 and 3 each. The remaining 11 shops did not engaGe 

any outside worker • Our sample consisted of $ shops. Of 

these 3 were in C ward, 2 each in E and B ward and one in D 

ward. Three of the shops in thw sample were owned by l••arathas, 

2 by Jains and one each by a Linr;ayat, a Khatri and a Shimpi. 

Out of the $ shops in the sample, 6 had a business standinB 

of less than 3 years each, 2 of between 3 and 5 years each and 

the remaining one of more than $ years. All the shops in the 

sample sold pedhas, revadi, barphi, and other sweetmeats. Due 

to shortage of sugar they could not prepare all the kinds of 

sweetmeats, they used to prepare before the war. Two shops 

in the sample brought sweetmeats from Bombay. Other shops 

bought most of their requirements locally. 

The initial capital investment was between Rs.100 and 

Rs.300 each in 5 shops and in the remaining ~3between Rs.400 

and Rs.SOO each. 

The stock on hand was worth Rs.25 and Rs.240 each in 

5 shops. It was worth Rs.235~ 2,500 and 3,500 respectively 

in the case of the remaining ~. The yearly turnover in 5 

shops varied between Rs.1,500 and Rs.2,500 each. In the rema

ining 3 it was stated to be Rs.6,ooo, Rs.15,000 and Rs.25000 

respectively. 

In all the shops in the sample 11 persons were engaged. 

Of these 13 were owners, and 6 servants. Only 4 shops enga

ged servants, 2 shops 2 each and 2 other one each. The monthly 

salary of 2 servants were Rs. 14 each with free boarding and 
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lodging. Two others servants were employed on Rs.20 each per 

month and the remaining on Rs.10 per month. The hours of 

work varied between 4 and 14 per day. 

The expenses on account of rent and liehting etc. 

ranged from Rs.150 to Rs.300 each in the remaining 4. All 

the shops were pe&tty concerns occupying an area of 1 to 2 

Khans each. 

The rainy season was the slack season. The sales shot 

up at the time of Diwali and such other festivals. 

(22) Barber's Shops : There were in Kolhapur Town 150 

barbers according to GrahamsReport ~.1 Dr.Bal Krishna's 

Survey of 1926 recorded 48 barbers shops excluding the iten-
~ .... b.. .. s~ 
erent and a total of 22 'employees' were engaged in them. Of 

the 48 barbers shops, 46 had been established during 1921 and 
. 2 

1926 and 2 during 1910 and 1920. 

According to our Census of Establishments there were 

165 barbers' shops in the city and a total of 170 persons 

were engaged in them. Almost all the shops called themselves ,., 
hair cutting saloons. Of these 51 were located in C ward, 24 

"3.. 1-0 
in D ward, ~ in B ward, ~ in ward E, and 1? in A ward. Out 

\I..) 
of t19 saloons, 105 engaged no outside hands, 53 engaged 

between 2 and 3 servants each, 6 between 4 and 7 each and the 

remaining one between 7 and 10. Our sample consisted of 31 

shops, of which 12 were in C ward, 8 in D ward, 5 in B ward 

and 3 each in A and B wards. Of these 26 shops were owned 
-------------------------------------------------------------1. Graham op. cit. p.116. 
2. Dr.Dal Krishna. op. cit. pp. 4, 28, 34, 47, 52, and 55. 



by Barbers and 5 by ~~rathas. Of the 31 shops in the sample 

9 shops had a business standing of between 15 to 20 years 

each, 8 of between 1 0 to 15 years each and 5 of bet\veen 5 to 

10 years each. The business standing of the remaining ,¢1 
shops was less than 6 years each. 

The equipment in these shops mainly consisted of a 

few pieces of furniture, se~eral sets of the necessary instru

ments like razors machines, brushes etc. and toilet requisities 

etc. The owners and the members of the owners' families 

themselves did all the work and no outside workers were engaged 

except in six shops in~.~ g~-

In all the shops in the sample a total of 51 persons 

were engaged. Of these 33 were owners, 5 members of their 

families or their relatives, and 13 hired workers. Of the 

latter 12 were engaged on piece rate basis, i.e. they were paid 

half the amount charged to the customers served by them. A 

worker got on an average Rs.300 per year. In one shop in /.ward 

D a barber was employed on a fixed salary of Rs.22 per month. 

The hours of work varied between 8 to 15 per day. 

The yearly gross takings in 7 shops came to between 

Rs.100. and Rs.500 eac~ in 15 to between Rs.500 and Rs.1,000 

each and in 8 to between Rs .1 , 000 and J(s .1 , 500 each. It 

was Rs.5,000 in the case of the remaining shop. 

The total cost of the instruments etc. in the shops 

was worth between Rs.%00 and Rs.300 each in 14 shops, between 

Rs.300 and Rs.500 each in 5 and Rs.500 and Rs.1,000 each in 5 
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others. The remaining 7 shops in the sample did not furnish 

information on this point. 

The initial capital investment in 6 shops was between 

Rs.500 to Rs.1,000 each, in 5 between Rs.JOO to Rs.500 each 

and in 14 between Rs.100 to Rs.JOO each. In the remainingo 

it was less than Rs.100 each. 

All the shops were situated in rented premises. Twelve 

shops occupied an area of 1 Khan each, 17 of two Khans each, 

and the remaining 2 three Khans each. 

The annual expenditure on account of rent and lighting 

in 14 shops varied from Rs. 50 to Rs.100 each, in 10 others 

from Rs.100 to Rs.200 each and in 5 from hs.200 to Rs.JOO 

each. In the remaining 2 shops they came to Rs.564 and 

Rs.4.32 respectively. 

No marked seasonality was observed in this trade. 

(23) 11:utton Shops : Graham did not mention mutton shops but 

stated that there were 26 shops of "butchers and Liquor Ven-

dors" and a total of 67 persons were engaged in them. 
1 

Dr.Bal Krishna's Survey of 1926 recorded 23 mutton 

shops in the town and in them were engaged 49 'employees'. 

Of these 16 were owned by butchers and 7 by hohommedans. The 

average working hours per shop were 14 per day. Out of 2.3 

shops 5 had been started in the period between 18B6and 1900, 

7 between 1901 and 1910, 6 between 1910 and 1920 and the 

-------------------------------------------~-------------------1. Graham op. cit. P• 119. 
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remaining 5 between 1921 and 1926. 

At the time of our Census of Establishments there were 

43 mutton shops and a total of 95 persons were engaged in them. 

Of these 31 were in C ward in what was known as the nutton ..... ~-
~. 6 in D ward, and 2 each in A,B, and E wards. Our sam-

1!'--~--

ple consisted of 8 shops of which 6 were in C ward and each in 
'3 

B and D ward. 5 shops were owned by t.'iohommedans and Jl by 

¥~rathas. One shop in the sample was started 2 years pre-
1.0" 

vious our survey. The busmness standing of the remaining 7 

shops was between 10 and 15 years each. 

The initial capital in the case of 4 mutton shops was 

between Rs.20 and Rs.50 each and in 2 between Rs.50 and Rs. 

100 each. The initial capital investment in the case of the 

remaining 2 shops was Rs.5,000 and Rs,1,000 respectively. 

All the shops in the sample sold mutton, fish, etc. 

Sheep were bought in the weekly market on Sundays. They were 

generally killed by persons of butcher caste who were paid one 

anna per amimal killed. 

The yearly turnover varied from Rs.5,000 to Rs.10,000 

each in the case of 6 shops. It was Rs. 36,000 and Rs.30,000 
b• ••• - ~ 

respectively in the remaining 2 shops1a~ o~tme'"J by a I-..aratha, 
tt..... ~"' and ~ a .lvlonommedan respectively. 

In all the shops 2$ persons were engaged. Of these 8 

were owners, 4 melllbers of the owners' families and 16 servants. 

Of the 16 servants engaged, one was a boy who was paid hs.15 

per month. 3 servants were provided with free lodging and 

boarding and were paid Rs.45, Rs.45, and Rs.SO per month respe-



ctively. The monthly salaries of 5 other servants raneed from 

Rs.26 to Rs.30 each and of 6 from Rs.30 to Rs.50 each. One 

servants was employed on the daily waees of Rs.0-10-6. Almost 

all servants were salesmen. 

The expenses on account of rent, liehtine etc. came to 

between Rs.125 and Rs.250 each in 4 shops and to between Rs.300 

and Rs.400 each in)other shops. They an1ounted to Rs.630 in the 
~ 

remaining shop!· 

The season commencing from June to October was consi

dered to be the slack season • 

(24) Laundries : Graham recorded 175 washermen in Kolhapur 

Town.
1 

Dr.Bal Krishna's Survey of 1926 reco~ded 25 Dhobis and 

31 'employees' were engaged in them. The report stated "only 

those washermen who have got their shops are counted, other 

plying their occupation at home are not included". The 

extablishments were owned by Dhobis or Parits, the traditional 

washerman caste. The working hours on an average were 12~ 

per day. 18 were situated in rented premises. Eighteen shops 

had been started between 1921 and 1926
1

one .between 1910 and 

1920 and another between 1886 and 1900. The remaining 5 were 
. 2 

described as hered~tory concerns. 

Our Census of Establishments recorded in all 128 laun

dries in the city and a total of 269 people were engaged in 

them. Of these 52 were in C ward, 24 in D ward, 21 in B 

-------------------------------------------------------------
1. Graham op. cit. p. 116 
2. Dr.Bal Krishna op. cit. PP• 4, 28, 34, 43, 47, 50, and 55· 
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ward, 19 in E ward and 12 in A ward. Our sar.:ple consisted of 

25 laundries, of which 10 in C ward, 4 each in B, D and E 

wards, and 3 in A ward. Two laundries in the sample were 

owned by b~rathas and the remaining ones belonged to Parits. 

One of the laundries, owned by a Parit claimed to be in the 

business for about 40 years. 7 had a business st~1ding of 

between 5 and 10 years each and the remaining of less than 5 

years each. 

Washing of woolen, silk and cotten clothes was under 

taken by the laundries. Dry cleaning was also done. The 

requirements of a laundry shop \'lere one or more cupboards, 

one or more wooden tables, ironing equipments and washing 

materials like washing soda, indigo, coal, soap etc. etc. 
'" ~.,(.. 

~~~~~~~ap~~~~~~~~~were purchased locally. 

Four laundries had made an initial capital investment 

of Rs.250 to Rs.500 each, ~of Rs.100 to Rs.250 each and the 

remaining 16 of Rs.30 to Rs.100 each. The total takines in a 
~ 

year in 2 laundries amounted about Rs.2,000 each, in 6 between 

Rs.1,000 and Rs.2,000 each, in 15 between Rs.500 and Rs.1,000 

each and in the remaining 2 Between Rs.100 and Rs.500. 

The total nuwber of persons engaged in a~l the laun

dries in the sample was ~o. In almost all concerns members 

of the family did all the work of washing • 

concern two outside persons were employed. 

:tn only one 
' 

They were engaged 

as washermen to wash clothes. One of them was paid Rs.30 

per month and the other Rs.5/- per month with free boarding 

and lodging. The hours of work varied between 9 to 13 per day. 



The total expenses per month in connection with rent, 

lighting, soap, varied between hso5 and Hs.15 each in case of 

5 shops, between Rs.30 and ns.50 each 1n 2, between ns,50 and 

Rs.100 each in 13 and less than Rs.10 in the remaining ones. 

raneteen laundries were situated in rented premises. 

13 laundries had an area of one Khan each, 11 of 2 

Khans each, The remaining one had an area of 4 Khans each. 

Every laundry owner had to pay a tax of one rupee to 

the Kolhapur 1-!~icipal Borough. No marked seasonality is 

obser·ved in this trade, 

(25) Glass Ban,.,.les : Dr. Bal Krishna's Survey o£ 1926 

recor·ded 1 g sellers or glass baneles and the nU!!Iber of 'eu,. 
ployees' e~ployed 1n them was 5. or these, 14 shops w~re 

owned by l·>ohammedans, 2 by Jains, one by a Brahruin and one by 

a member of some other caste. ~~o shops did wholesale and 

16 retail business. Eleven shops were situated in rented pr~

mises. The average working hours were 13! per day. Two shops 

had been established between 1901 and 1910, 4 between 1910 and 

1920 and 8 between 1921 and 1926 and the remuinin3 were des

cribed as hereditory conc~rns. 

According to our Census of Establishments there were 

21 shops dealing in glass ban~les and a total of 52 pvrsons 

were engaged in them. Of these 15 were in D ward, and 6 in 

B ward. AmonG thew 1S were 'one-man' concerns. J shops in 

the sample eneaged between 2 and 3 persons each. Our salliple 

consisted of 5 shops of which 4 were 1n D ward and one 1n B 



ward, Of there 3 were owned by 1'.ohommedans, 2 by Jains, 

two shops were in the buslhness for between.fto 10 years each, 

The business standing of other two was 40 and 30 years res

pectively, The former was owned by a Jain and the latter by 

a Nohommedans. One did not furnish the imformation on th~ 

point, All the shops in the sample sold various kinds of 
~ 

glass and~bangles, The purchases were almost all made locally 

on cash payment, 

All the shops in the sample were started with an ini

tial capital investment varying from Rs,40 to Hs,200 each, 

The stock on hand was between Rs,20 to Rs,100 in 3 shops, It 

was valued at Rs,370 and Rs,400 respectively in the remaining 

2, The annual turn over in case of 4 shops amounted to between 

Rs,100 and Rs,1,000 and it was Rs,1,500 in the remaining one, 

The expenses on account of rent and lighting came to between 

Rs,40 and Rs.200 each in all the shops in the sample, 

In all the shops, 5 persons were engaged and they all 

were owners, The hours of work varied between 7 and 12 per 

day, The business in this trade was brisk around Divali sea

son and also during the marrige season. 

P.T.O. 



The Different T,ypes ot Hawkers in the City ot Kolhapur. 

-wards Ward ward ward nard Ward Address Selected 
A B c D b: not Total tor our Types of Hawkers found sample inquiry 

1) Sweet-meat Sellers 6 6 32 47 7 
2) Fruit Sellers 6 4 10 4 
3) Parched Rice Sellers 5 7 4 
4) Stationery Sellers 2 2 4 2 
5) Utensil Sellers 30 2 32 10 
6) Jar Buyers - 3 3 
7) Bangle Sellers 5 12 7 24 8 

8) Vegetable Sellers 3 3 
9) Khan Sellers 2 2 

10) Quaab Doctors 

11 ) Amsul Sellers 

12) Cap 5ellers 

13) Hosier, Sellers 

14) Tobacco-pipe Sellers 

15) Tea Sellers 3 3 

Total 11 27 63 3 35 140 41 -
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(iv) Itenerent Traders or Hawkers : Graham recorded 600 

what he called "itenerent traders" in the city in 1854. 1 

Our Census of Establishments was not expected to cover 

business that had no fixed abode and no hawkers were enumerated 

in i~. For conducting an inquiry into this inter~sting line 

of business, we tried to carry out a separate census of 

hawkers in the second week of September 1946. We sent conti

nuously for a week the junior investigators to different 

places in the city such as l'iotor Stands, Cinemas, Parks, etc. 

where hawkers are most likely to be found carrying on their 

business and enumerated them. We enumerated in all ~Ill o 

hawkers, a detailed classification of which is given below. 

But the hawkers were considerably under enumerated as we came 

to learn later on. For instance we enumerated 32 hawkers of 

brass and copper-ware but theae in the business informed us 

that their number was in the neighbourhood of 150. This could 
,..,~ 

not be avoided because the hawkers ~ continuously on the 

move and it was very difficult to cover all of them. For a 

detailed inquiry, however, we had to have some definate 

information from which to draw a sample and we used the 

information collected by junior investigators for this purpose. 

P.'r.O. 

-------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Graham. Op.Cit., p. 118. 
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There were only few peculiarities found in the itener

ent trade that need attention. There were certain type of 

itenerent traders such as Joshis, Kasars or ~~niyars, who were 

traditionally in the same business for generations All these 

who bartered brass and copper vessels for old clothes were 

mostly 'Joshis' while those who sold glass bangles were 

either Kasars or Y~iyars. Even to this date this caste 
s 

predominence in the~e trades ha4 remained in tact. 

The itenerent traders in general could be classified 

into two types. Those who carried goods for sale as head 

loads and others who carried it on four wheeled push carts. 

Fruit sellers, sweetmeat sellers belonged to the latter class. 

Though these itenerent traders moved through all the 

parts of the city, they generally drew their customers from 

the middle class. These itenerent traders especially 'Joshis' 

who bartered vessels in exchange of old clothes were obviously 

popular with people who were better off. They, therefore, 

moved through areas where middle class people resided. 

(1) Sellers of Copper, Brass. and Glass vessels: Accord

ing to our Census of hawkers there were in all 32 hawkers of 

this type in the city. A~ost all were 'Joshis' by caste. 

~~jority of them lived in Joshi Galli in D ward. A few were 

found in E ward also. 

Our sample consisted of 10 such hawkers. One of the 

hawkers in the sample was in this trade for more than 15 

years, 3 for between 6 to 10 years and the remaining ones for 

between 4 and 6 years. 
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Their trade stock consisted of all types or copper and 

brass vessels, vessels or china clay, etc. They moved about in 

the city throughout the day. The stock each one carried was 

generally worth between Rs.20 and Rs.40. The goods were bouf,ht 

from the local merchants once or twice a week on cash payment. 

The initial capital required for this trade was very meagre 

ranging from Rs.20 to Rs.50 only. Two or the hawkers in our 

sample stated that they had borrowed initial capital or Rs.50 
\ 

at 9 per cent. 

These traders accepted old clothes in exchange for brass 

and copper vessels. After mending, cleaning and washine 1 they 

were generally sold in weetly bazzars held on each Sunday in 

the city. It was stated by them that this was more profitable 

to them than to accept payment in money. The daily turnover 

per trader as stated by them came nearly to Rs.10 and Rs.15, 

and the profit they earned was generally 4 annas in a rupee worth 

of goods sold. 

(2} Bangle Sellers The predominance of two castes was seen 

in this trade -- Kasars and I•.aniyars, During recent years 

this type of hawker was fast disappearing in cities. The bangle 

sellers had been replaced recently by specialised retail bangle 

shops. EKasars - Jain bangle sellers - had almost disappeared 

from thi~ trade and had taken to some other occupations. The 

majority of the bangle sellers at the time of our survey were 

found to be I•;aniyare, a sub caste of the l'!ohommedans. 

The 8 bangle sellers censtitating our sample were all 

¥.aniyars. Four of them stated that they were not the residents 



of the city but can:.e there for business seasonally. The three 

others stated that in addition to the city they generally went 

adjoining villages for attending the weekly markets or village 

fairs. 

Three of the bangle sellers in our sample possessed goods 

worth Rs.100 each, 3 Rs.75 each and the remaining two worth 

Rs.60 and Rs.20 respectively. ~~jority of the hawkers repleni

shed their stock by buying from local wholesale glass bangle 

merchants on cash payment. Only one of the hawkers in our sample 

could get goods on credit for one month or so. The daily 

turnover of these hawkers was estimated at between Rs.5 and Rs. 

10 each. 

(3) Sweetmeat Sellers There were 47 sweetmeat sellers of 

which 7 were included in our sample. Out of these seven, 3 were 

~~rathas and the remaining comprised a Hajput, a Lingayat, a 

Gujarati and a Punjabi. Three of them were outsiders. 

Everyone of them had a push cart of his own, which cost 

them between Rs.100 and Rs.150. The stock they carried consis

ted of etables like Shev, Chivada, Churmure, etc. and few 

varieties of sweetmeats. Three of them had stock worth between 

Rs.20 and Rs.30 each and the remaining of more than Rs.50/

each. Shev, Chivada, Sweetmeats were prepared at home by the 

traders generally twice a week. The raw materials like dal, 

ghee, sugar, etc. were purchased locally. 

Hawkers of this type generally did not move fro~ place 

to place. Their usual places of doing business were l•1otor 

Stands, Public Parks, or Cinema Theatres. The daily turnover of 

.i JOOOOtKX 



a trlader was stated to be between ns.5 and Hs.15. 

The brisk season in this trade was between October and 

May~ The rainy season was dull. 

The sweetmeat hawkers were required to pay a wheel tax 

of Rs.1-8-0 per push cart and annas eight as licence fee per 

year to the Kolhapur Z.1unicipal Bourough. Besides this, lighting 
~~ 

charges came to between Rs.2 and Rs.4~month. 

(4) Fruit Hawkers !-lost of the fruit hawkers were L·.uslims. 

Our sample consisted of three l'lohommedan and one :r.;aratha fruit 

hawkers. All had an open fruit cart each in which they carried 

and displayed fruits. Cinema Theatres, Public Parks, I·iotor 

Stands were the places at which these ha\tkers sold their goods. 
' s ~ 

The fruits they carried differed from season to season. 

They generally bought their stock on credit from the 

fruit dealers at the Ferris l'.arket every day. The total fruits 

they had with them were generally worth between Rs.2u and Rs.40 

each. The daily turnover was stated to be between Rs.10 and 

Rs.15 each. 

The cost of a push-cart was roughly estimated at between 

Rs.75 and Rs.100. The lightWling charges came to Hs.) and Hs.4 a... 

month. Besides this they had to pay Rs.1-8-0 as wheel tax for 

the push-cart to the Kolhapur hunicipal Bourough. 

( 5) Stationery and H~iery Ha\'lkers : There were in all 4 
...... . 

hawkers hoS&ery and stationery of which two were included in 

our sample. One was a l•.aratha and other a I·;oho=edan. Both 
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had a cart which cost them Rs.40 to Rs.50 before war. One 

carried out his business usually at Gang~iies~ Lotor Stand aud 

other at the Ferris I·.arket. Each possessed goods worth between 

Rs.JOO and Rs.400. The initial capital they had invested was 

between Rs.200 and Rs.250. The goods were purchased from local 

dealers on credit and the accounts were squared up once a year 

usually in Diwali. The daily turnover of each came to between 

Rs.8 and Rs.10. 

They had to pay wheel tax for the push-cart of Rs.1-8-0 

annually. The lighting charges amounted to Rs.J to Hs.4. One 

of the hawkers had to pay Rs.J per month. 

Rs. 
The profit calculated by them came roughly to 4 to 6. 

September to ~~Y were the most busy months for thes; class of 

hawkers. 

(6) Roasted Rice Sellers : We selected 4 out of 7 roasted 

rice sellers. Two of them were Vaishya Vania, the remaining 

two being a ~.aratha and a Jain. Three of them carried their 

goods as head loads. One had a cart hired at the rate of six 

annas per day. Roasted rice and dal were locally bought every 

day. They usually moved about 1n the city after 5 p.m. As 

usual the places they visited for business were public ~arks, 

Cinema Theatres etc. The daily sales were estimated to be between 

Rs.J and Rs.5 each. The brisk season was from January to 

October. 
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Chapter IV 

Weekly Karket And Other Trades. 

Weekly Bazaars : Graham recorded that n 'I'he principal 

bazaar, which is, howeYer, indifferently supplied, and bears 

the appelation of Goozeree, is situated in the centre of the 

fort, running east and west and contains the shops of principal 

bankers, cloth merchants and jewellers, and besides the Coozr~e, 

daily bazaars, well supplied with the produce of country, are 

held in different parts of the city ••••••• Beyond the walls 

of the fortified town there are six Pethas each bearing the 

name of the day on which the weekly market is held".1 At 

the time of Graham, it appears from the above, a daily bazaar 

was held in different parts or wards of the town on different 

days of the week. Graham further records in this connection 

as follows, "Daily Bazaars -- Nolof shops 628, amount of 

supplies sold Rs.669-4-011 •
2 He did not specify the day on 

which the bazaar was held or the part of the town in which 

it was held and to.which the above information related. 

Graham, however, has appended a detailed "Statement showing 

the names and quantity of different articles quantity sold 

etc.". This is reproduced below. The information contained in 

the tables No. 36 and 37 could not have been collected without 

~actual counts. The statement is obviously combined one for 

all the daily markets held during a week. 

The Gazetteer did not refer to daily bazaars as bein~ 

--------------------------------------------------------------1 Graham op.cit. P• 114 
2 : Ibid P• 119 



Particulars 

1,· Fruits and· Vegetables 

2, Shoes and Sandlee 

,3, Mutton and Fowls 

4. Coarse Country Turbans 

5, Sal ted Fish 

6, Bamboo Work, Baskets, etc. 

7, Country Cloth of Various Sorts 

8, Copper and Brass Utensils 

9. Exchange of Company's 
Copper Currency 

10, Blankets and Sungurry 

11 • Thread Bundles 

12. Nwndas etc, 

1,3. Bettle Leaves and Tobacco 

14. Grass Bangles 

15. Rings cade of f.ings Uetal 

16. Haberdashery 

17. Perfumery 

IS. Oil 

19. Earthen Pots 

ro. Fish 

H • Cows, Buffaloes, Bullocks 1 
Horses, etc, 

!2. Iron Articles such as Lamps 
Ladles, etc. 

G. Wooden Articles 

!4. Stone-Ware 

!5. Basket made of Karwees, etc. 

Total 

State!!lent Showing the Names and Quantity of Diff~rent Articles Brought for Sale 

in the Daily Bazaars of Kolhapur, and the Quantity Sold, etc. 

Brought for Sale from the Districts Goods Sold from the Stock in the Town Total ------
EXPOSED FOR SALE SOLD EXPOSED FOR SALE SOLD EXPOSED FOR SALE SOLD 

No. of Value in No, of Amount of No, or Value in . No. of J\mount of No, of Value in No, of' Amount or 
Loads Cash Shops. Daily Sales Loads Cash Shops Daily Sales Loads Cash Shops Daily Sales 

50 

2 

5 

15 

75 

Rs. 
10-Q-0 

s-o-o 
4-<>-0 

30-Q-0 

1-8-0 

;o-o-o 

150-8-0 

50 

10 

10 . 

10 

10 

2 

4 

96 

Rs •. 
6-o-o 

2-o-o 

25-<>-0 

30-Q-0 

o-s-o 

2-Q-0 

68-8-0 

55 

3 

10 

2 

10 

30 

1 

35 

1 

5 

10 

t 

168 

Rs •. 

150-Q-0 

25-D-0 

9-Q-0 

12o-o-o 
2-s-o 
2-S-o 

40-Q-0 

6-o-o 

;o-o-o 
2-Q-0 

5-Q-0 

;-o-o 

2-o-o 

5Q-O-o 

2-o-o 

t-o-o 

1-Q-0 

t-o-o 

523-8-0 

55 

25 

25 

to 

20 

30 

10 

40 

5 

30 

2 

6 

6 

5 

4 

5 

4 

to 

2 

tO 

4 

2 

313 

Rs •. 
6-0-0" 

4-o-o 

22-<>-0 

5-D-0 

o-a-o 
5-0-0 

75-<>-0 

5-Q-0· 

5o-o-o 

8-0-0 

t2o-o-o 

2-S-0 

1-Q-0 

1-S-o 
t-o-o 

1-Q-0 

1-Q-0 

4-Q-0 

3-o-o 
o-8-0 

25-<>-0 

1-Q-0 

o-s-o 
D-4-0 
o-s-o 

343-4-o 

t05 

4 

12 

2 

t 

tO 

35 

t 

50 

t 

2 

5 

2 

tO 

243 

Rs. 
19-Q-0 

15-Q-0 

t2-o-o 

15-Q-0 

t-8-0 

6-o-o 

20o-o-o 

2;-o-o 

9-Q-0 

15o-o-o 

2-8-0 

4-<>-0 

40-D-o 

6-o-o 

too-o-o 
2-Q-0 

5-Q-0 

s-o-o 
2-Q-0 

5o-o-o 

2-Q-0 

t-o-o 

t-o-o 

1-Q-0 

674-o-o 

t05 

.35 

35 
tO 

20 

40 
10 

40 

5 

40 

2 

a· 

6 

5 

8 

5 

4 

10 

2 

10 

4 

2 

409 

Rs. 
t2- o-o 

6- 0-0 

25-0-0 

5- o-o 

o- 8-0 

s-o-o 
100- o-o 

5-o- 0 

5o-o-o 

s- o-o 

150- o-o 

2- 8-0 

1- 8-0 

1- s-o 
t- o-o 

3-D-o 

1- o-o 

4- o-o 

.3- o-o 

o- 8-0 

25- o-o 

1- o-o 

o- s-o 
o- 4-0 
o- 8-0 

411-12-0 



Statement Showing the Different Kinds of Grain Brought for Sale in the Daily Bazaw-s of Kolhapur 

and the Quantity Sold etc. 

Brought for Sale from the District Sold fr0111 the Stock in the To~ Total 

Particulars EXPOSED FOR SALE SOLD EXPOSED FOR SALE SOLD ~OSED FOR SALE SOLD 

No. of Value in No. of Amount of · No. of Value in No. of Amount of No. of Value in No. of Amount ot 
Gonees Cash Shops Dally Sales Gonees Cash Shops Daily Sales Gonees Caah Shops Daily Sales 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra. 

1. Jowaree (Holcus Sorghum) 30 75-0-0 25 60-0-0 20 so-o-o 12 25-0-0 50 125-o-o 37 s5-o-o 

2. Naglee (Cynesurus Coroanud) 4 s-o-o 4 s-o-o 2 4-o-o 2 4-Q-0 6 12-o-o 6 12-0-Q 

3. Pulse or Toor 5 15-0-0 10 s-o-o 5 15-o-o 10 s-o-o 

4. Rice, Cleaned 10 4o-O-Q 20 25-0-Q ; 20-0-0 10 15-0-0 15 6o-o-O .30 40-o-o 

5. Wheat 10 3o-O-Q 10 20-0-0 10 3o-O-Q 10 20-Q-0 

6. Gram 5 15-0-0 5 10-Q-0 5 15-0-0 4 s-o-o 10 3o-O-Q 9 15-0-0 

7. Bajree (Holcus Spicatus) 4 10-0-Q 5 8-0-0 2 5-0-0 2 2-Q-0 6 15-0-0 7 10-D-0 

8. Pulse or Gaam 4 12-0-0 10 s-o-o 4 12-Q-0 10 5-0-0 

9. Salt 10 25-Q-0 10 8-0-0 5 12-<l-0 5 5-0-0 15 37-Q-0 15 13-Q-0 

10. Coconut 5 20-0-0 5 s-o-o 2 8-0-0 2 2-o-o 7 2S-o-o 7 10-0-Q 

11 • Oorid (Phasaolug Radiatus) 2-8-0 4 2-0-0 2-S-Q 4 2-8-0 2 5-0-0 8 4-8-0 

12. Moog (A sort of Kidne;y Bean) .3-0-Q 2 o-s-o 3-0-0 2 o-s-o 

13. Nusoor (A sort of pulse or lentel) - 3-0-0 4 o-s-o 3-0-0 4 • o-s-o 

14. Vataney (Peas) 2-0-0 8 1-0-Q 2-Q-0 4 1-Q-0 2 4-Q-0 12 2-0-0 

15. Castor Seed 3-Q-0 4 o-s-o 1 3-Q-0 4 o-s-o 

16. Coriender Seed 4-D-0 1 3-D-0 4-Q-Q 3-D-0 

17. Mustard Seed 2-0-0 2-o-o 2-Q-0 1 2-0-0 

18. Methia 1 4-D-0 2 2-Q-Q 4-Q-Q 2 2-Q-0 

19. Goor or Jagree 2 18-Q-Q 10 7-D-0 2 18-0-0 10 7-0-0 

20. Poat~ 2-8-0 2 t-o-o 1 2-8-o 2 1-0-0 

21. Saws 1-8-o 2 1-8-0 1-8-0 2 1-8-0 

22. Sundry articles used in Curry- 30 15-0-0 30 15-0-0 

Stuff, sold by retail 

Total 86 247-8-0 110 160-8-0 55 166-8-0 109 97-D-Q 141 414-Q-Q 219 257-8-0 
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held in the town but only referred to a bazaar that was held 

once a week,
1 

It would appear that the daily bazaars held in 

different parts of the town noted by Grru1am in 1854 had in the 
~ 

course of the next 30 years, ceated and had given place to a 
2 single weekly market held on every Sunday, The Gazetteer 

noted further that the weekly market was collecting and distri

buting centres." At Kolhapur grain, cloth, earthen wares, 

baskets and cattle largely come from neighbouring places. i .ost 

of these articles find their way to ~ipani in Belgaum and 

Chiplun and Rajapur in Ratnagiri. 3 Prof ,l•.odak noted in 1895 

that "A large weekly market is held in the place (i.e, Kolhapur 

Town) every Sunday which is attended by more than 51000 people 

from outside,4 

At the time of our Survey the \'/eekly market was held on 
,.,t 

Sunday at the following places-- (1)~Laxmipuri area, (2) at 

Varuntirth area, and (3) at Shukrawar Peth near Panchangaga 

river. By the Laxmipuri area no compact area is indicat~d. 

It comprised many different areas of different wards. It 

included the Station Road, Laxmipuri grain market, Hattimahal 

Road, Bindu Chowk etc. Grain and vegetables were mainly sold 

in the market held in this area. Varuntirth market held near 

Varuntirth tank, was confined to wood, firewood, etc. The 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Gazetteer, P• 204 
2 : This development is by no means peculiar to Kolhapur, A 

similar development took place in Foona and other to\'m of 
I•iaharashtra. As towns grow the daily shifting bazae;rs 
settle do\'m for more permanent business and instead of a 
daily bazaars a permanent bazaar or market develops with 
perennial shops doing business on all days and at fixed 

places. The history of the develo~ment of the to\'ms in 
Europe also showed similar trend. ( llasecbawn 

3 
4: Prof.l•!odak op.cit. p. 112 
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Cattle market was held in Shukrawar Peth near the Pancha~unea 

river where an open space had been specially provided for the 

cattle market by the l·iunicipality. 

In order to ascertain the number of sellers attending 

the weekly market the place of their origin, the type and the 

value of the commodities brought for sale etc.etc. a detailed 

census of the weekly market was necessary. The census of a 

week or a month would not have served our purpose because no 

seasonal variations either in the type of commodities or in 

attendance of sellers could have been then recorded. Hence we 

selected four typical months in the year 1946 which would 

roughly represent all the seasons. They were January, April, 

sulY and October. We carried out a census of all weekly 
~ 

bazaars, tota1ing ef 16 1 held during these months. 

The Procedure To carry out this census we engaged in 

all 25 to 30 investigators who were mainly recruited from 

primary teachers in the city. They were paid one pice pvr one 

questionnaire filled in. 

The whole weekly market area was split up into different 

parts and each part was entrusted to each investigator who was 

asked to visit the place early in the morning before 7 a.m. A 

printed questionnaire containing the following questions were 

supplied to the investigators (i) place, (ii) shop -- from city 

or outside, (iii) shop owner, (a) caste, (b) sub-caste, (c) 

place of origin, (iv) J.:eans of transport, (v) His usual profe

ssion, (vi) His attendance at the weekly ~ket, seasonal, 

permanent or casual, (vii) Goods, (a) type of goods, (b) value 
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of goods, (c) his own or those produced by others, (viii) 

selling price. 

In spite of our precautions the danger of double enuruera

timh was large because sellers often moved from place to place 

in order to dispose of their goods quickly and at better prices. 

For example in the Laxmipuri area vegetables were sold quickly 

and at a good price whereas butter would be sold quickly and 

fetch a comparitively better price at the Varuntirth market. 

So sellers having both butter and vegetables would sell ve~c

tables in Laxmipuri market and then would move to the Varuntirth 

market to sell their butter or vice versa. We took all possible 

precautions against this and in many cases the sellers themselves 

told the investigator that they had been enumerated previously. 

On the whole, therefore, double countin~ in one census W&S 

reduced to a very small magnitude. 

There \tas also the other danger of the investigators 

scamping the work.k In order to check this, our permanent 

junior investigators were posted in the market to xi supervise 

and check the investigators off hand in their work. No inves

tigator was alloted permanently a part or place for this work. 

This enabled us to check the results of all investigators who 

worked for the same part in different weeks of the sallle month. 

If any discrepancy was marked in any week an explanation was 

called for from the investigator. In this manner cen3uses in 

all the three areas were carried out on sixteen Sundays during 

the various months given above. A total of 41,034 questionnaires 

were filled in. 
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Limitations : If we were thus able to ~lilliinate to a 

very considerable extent over enumeration through double countin~ 

and under enumeration through scamping o: work by investi~ators 

by the various steps described above we trould not avoid a 

certain under enumeration of sellers in the weekly market. This 

was because of the almost continuous arrivals and departures 

of·sellers throughout the bazaar day. Our census was taken 

only once between 7 a.m. and 12 noon sunultaneously in all the 

five markets,After our survey~ the sellers who departed 

after disposing off their goods before our enumerator reached 

a spot as \1ell as those who arrived there after '1'/C had 

proceeded further in this area would not be naturally en~erated. 

With the resources and men at the command of our office of 

Socio-Economic Survey, we were not in a position to organise 

round the clock census in which for avaiain~ double counting, 

a very elaborate system of passes, etc. would have had to be 

devised. The census carried out by us was thus characterised 

by ~ certain degree of under-enumeration. There was no means 

of estimating the degree of this under-enumeration. Hmtever, 

a rough idea about the deeree of under-enumeration in the 

cattle market is given below. But with thisGpossible limita

tions the census was as thorough as could be devised. And as 

all censuses were carried out in a uniform manner the results 

of all o!{them, it might be reasonably presumed, are subject 

to the spme degree of under-enumeration on account of this. The 

census 'l'tas taken on the follovline; dates January 1946 :- 1)th, 
Ill-"" J.., 

20th and 27th of January,~3rd February. April 1946 :- 7th, 

14th, 21st and 28th April~ July 1946 :- 7th, 14th, 21st and 
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2gth July. October 1946 :- 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th October. 

The census was carried out smoothly on all the above 

dates except on 6th Octob~r 1946. On that day the J•,unicipality 
ca.. 

tried to enforce certain rules it had made demar~ting the 

streets and areas that should be occupieu by sellers coulinr: to 

the weekly market. The i••unicipal servants on 6th Octob~r 1946 
L"'-

tried to enforce these uelllar·~tions by disallowing sellers to 
"-""-

occupy certain areas or streets without the dewarlteted lines. 

This created confusion among the sell~rs and they began to 

wctnder here and there and shift their positions constantly. 

As a result we could not carry out a 

that day. The count on that day was 

satisfactory census on 
-u..., ........ u 'I" . 

far from~ In the following, 

therefore, the average for October has b&en derived froill the 

results of the census during the remainine; 3 weeks in that 

month. 

We now proceed to present the results of the survey in 

a series of tables. Table I~o.38 eives the total attendance 

of sellers in the 4 different markets in the city on all the 

sixteen Sundays on which the census was carried out. 

Jpj;al Attendance of Sellers : Table No.38 gives a 

general picture of the weekly n1arket at different c~ntres in 

the city during the year. The total attendance at a weekly 

market was hi~hest in January and lowest in July. In July the 

rainy season was in full swing and the rural population was 

engaged in sowing, etc. Operations and conditions of land 

communication in rural areas were also not favourable for move

ment. As a result the attendance fell in these months to the 



!'.onth 

January 
1946 

April 
1946 

Jul;y 
1946 

October 
1946 

WeeklJr Market Survey - Kol.hapur City. 

Attendance of Sellers in Different Weekly Market Centres 

in the Months of January, April, July, & October 1946. 

Date Laxmipuri Kapiltirth Cattle Varuntirth Total llarket Market Market Wood Market 

13- 1-1946 1,825 485 798 227 3,325 
20- 1-1946 1,918 650 6o1 330 3,4?9 
27- 1-1946 1,992 461 816 242 3,511 
3- 2-1946 1,630 522 566 334 3,052 

Total 7,365 2,118 2,771 1,133 13,387 

7- 4-1946 1,219 377 568 198 2,362 
14- 4-1946 1,523 343 402 309 2,577 
21- 4-1946 1,573 441 543 129 2,686 
28- 4-1946 1,418 409 651 258 2,736 

Total 5,733 1,570 2,164 894 10,361 

7- 7-1946 1,206 254 337 26 1,823 
14- 7-1946 1,365 438 300 49 2,152 
21- 7-1946 1,304 442 226 45 2,017 
2S- 7-1946 683 318 226 10 1,237 

Total 4,558 1,452 1,089 130 7,229 

6-1o-1946 499 384 474 167 1,524 
13-1G-1946 1,292 361 435 259 2,347 
20-1Q-1946 1,324 500 69!! 161 2,683 
27-1G-1946 1,618 589 942 351 3,500 

Total 4,733 1,834 2,549 938 10,054 

Grand Total 22,389 6,974 8,573 3,095 41,031 

Average 1,400.5 434.5 541.8 143.6 2,870.6 
per week 



extent of more than 40 per cent over the peak levels in Janunry. 

The variations in total attendance affected also the different 

market centres in the city differently. Considerin~ the total 

attendance on all the 16 Sundays on which a census was carried 

out, it appears that 55 per cent of sellers were found in 

Laxmipuri market, 17 per cent in Kapiltirth, 20 per cent in the 

cattle market and more than 7 per cent in the wood market at 

Varuntirth. Broadly a similar proportion~·of sellers were 

maintained in January and April. In July the proportion of 

the sellers in Laxmipuri market increased to 63 per cent and in 

October it fell down to 50 per cent. The fluctuations were 

not very marked in the Eapiltirth market. The proportion of 

attendants at the Cattle market fell during July but increased 
~ 

and reached peak in October. Some comments on this ~ offered 

below when dealing separately with the Cattle n1arket. The 

proportion of sellers in the wood market fell down to almost 

insignificance in July thfough it was generally steady in all 

the three months. This was to be expected because tree 

felling could not be carried on during th~ rainy season nor could 

wood be easily transported to the city at that time. iJood 

sellers would naturally be few in the weekly market in July. 



.. 
Specialisation in the \'leekly I·.arket : Table No.)9 sets 

•: 
out the total nmnber of sellers in the weekly market in diffcr-

tl 
ent months according to the commodities they sold. The cOI .. modi· 

ties have been classified for the purpose into )0 convenient 

groups. 
• 

The table brings out clearly the specialisation of ~uch 

of the markets held in different parts of the city. Kapiltirth 

was main],y a vegetable or fruit market, but La.xmipuri ma1·ket 
' dealt in these as well as in Kirana and Bhusar. Of the total 

fruits and vegetable sellers 58 per cent were enun1erated in 

the La.xmipuri market area and 28 per cent in Kapiltirth. Dato. • 

later adduced regarding cattle sales in the weekly ruark~;;t 

show that the peak sales during the year ill the cattle n•arkct 

took place in April. This is rather inconsistent with the auove 

finding of.peak attendance of sellers in October except un~cr · 

the hypothesis that ~ough the sellers were more nuru~rous in, · 

October, they brought per head a s~·aller nwnber of cattle to 

sell than those that came to the weekly market in April and 

January. We have no data to check this hypothesis. But no. 

other satisfactory explanation can be offered for this obvious 

descripancy. 
• 

The Varuntirth market was the timber and firc;;wood rnar·ket. 

One fifth of the total sellers of timber, wood and firev10od · 

were enumerated in this area. The cattle market, held in ~n 

open piece of ground in Shukrawar ~eth on the bw1k of the 

Panchaganga river specially alloted for the purL>ose by the 

l•lunicipality, was of course specifically desicnated as such 



and three-fourth of the total sellers of cattle were enum~ratcd 

there. 

From the point of view of commodities sold, takine all 

the 16 weeks together, 2 per cent of the sellers sold Kiruna 

and.Bhusar, 25 per cent fruits and vegetables, 14 per cent 

cattle, 7 per cent each old cloth, and eatables and about 5 

per cent each milk, timber and firewood. 

The following short statement gives the percentaee of 

sellers of various groups of commodities in different months. 

------- --------- ---------- --------- ------Month Fruit and Kirana and Timber and Cattle 
Vegetable Bhusar Firewood ------- --------- ---------- --------- ------

January 35 3.3 .35 25 

April 22 25 27 25 

July 11 22 9 17 

October 24 20 29 .31 ------- --------- ---------- --------- ------
Total 100 100 100 100 ------- --------- ---------- --------- ------
It brings out the seasonal variations in the number of 

sellers of different groups of commodities. The largest pro

portion of sellers of fruit and vegetables, Kirana and Bhusar 

and timber and firewood came to the weekly market in January. 

The attendance of sellers was highest in the cattle mark~t in 

October. 

The tables that follow have been prepared from the 

tabulation of a 5 per cent random sample of questionnaires. 
iM.-

Every twentieth questionn~was from among the whole lot was 

included in the sample. We resorted to this method because 



more detailed tabulations could be attempted and the results 

completely presented without in any way detractine from the 

variety and amptitude of the information collected. A total 

of 2,062 questionnaires constituted the sample. 
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Classification of Sellers Accordin~ to Petas : Table No.40 

gives a classification of seller according to the petas from 

which they came to the weekly market. Slightly more than a 

quarter of the seller in the weekly 1uarket were from thu city 

itself. This need not cause surprise. The table given by 
.,..Yo 

Graham which has been presented earlier wfta gives separately 

goods sold from stocks in the City. The shop keepers in the 

city often find it good business to display their goods at 

places where the weekly market was held because the sellen; 
I 

who came to the market to dispose of their goods wer~ also 
I 

buyers and the shopkeepers from the city who displayed their 
/ 

wares in the weekly market1 got custom from those who came to 

the market from without the city. Almost another quarter of 

the total sellers were drawn from Karvir Peta, i.e. an adminis-
v-

trative sub-division s~rrounding Kolhapur city with a circum-

ference of about 10 to 12 miles. Between 12 and 14 percent~ 

each of the sellers came from Hatkangale and Panahala Fetas 
.... 

lyingkthe north and north-west respectively of Karvir Peta. 

Excluding the sellers from the city nearly two-third of the 

remaining sellers came to the city for the weekly market from 

areas that were not more than 30-90 miles from the city at 

their farthest point away from the city. The other petas and 

Jahagirs contributed about 20 per cent of the total sellers and 

the remaining 4 per cent were drawn from the British territory. 

The heavy representation of the people from the two petus 

situated to the north and north-west as compared to all other 

petas was mainly to be attributed to the existence of better 

and ampler communication in these areas. The railway line 
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from I'draj to Kolhapur passes throuc;h Hatkanr;ale peta. The 

length of all weather roads in these areas was also relatively 

longer than that in the other pctas. 

Sot. .. OCCl.S o~ S ...... \>ply 

The ~~prliQ<i The salile 

table also gives us an idea about Talukas and Petas from which 

the weekly market was fed. 'l'he city itself sup!Jlied tho goods 

to the tune of 17 per cent, Karvir Peta 22 per cent and Hat

kangale Peta 17 per cent of the total value. Among the Jahac;irs, 

Ichalkaranji, Kagal Jr. and Gr. supplied nearly 7 per cent. 

The area outside the State like !•draj, Nipani etc. accounted 

for 10 per cent of the total value of goods broueht for sale 

in the weekly market. It also shows that nearly 22 per cent of 

the total value of fruits and veeetables came from the city 

itself, 19 per cent from Karvir peta, 26 per cent from Panahala 

and Hatkangale Petas together. In case of Jahagirs Radhana~ari, 

Bhudargad and Godhinglaj accounted for 18 per cent of the 

total value of fruits and vegetables that came to weekly market. 

In case of kirana bhusar etc. 40 per cent of the total value 

of the goods were supplied by the town, 15 per cent by Hat

kangale peta, 11 per cent by Radhanaea~ Bhudargad and Gadhinc;alj 

Jahagirs. Nearly 8 per cent of it came from the area outside 

the State. The cattle market was lllostly fed by Hatkangale 

Karvir and Panhala which accounted for nearly 60 per c~nt. 10 

per cent of.the total value of cattle came from outside the 

State area. 



ltolhapur \'ecklz l"nrket ~l"Vey. 

Classification of Sellera b7 Their Nature of Attendance. 

Class JJUIIIber Percentage 

Regular in the 764 :37.05 
Attendance 

Irregular 1n the 1,261 61.20 
Attendance 

Not Given :37 1.79 

Total 2,062 100.04 

Sellers coming for 109 34 • .34 
Whole of the Year 

Sellers Coming for 433 21.00 
Particular Time lllce 
DiwsJ.i, Dnsara, etc. 

Seller• Coming for 42.53 
Certain Seuons onl7 

Not Given 44 2.13 

Total 2,062 UX>.OO 

Sellers Coming !or t,036 50.24 
lRst 5 Years 

Sellera Coming for 547 26.53 
lut 10 Years 

Sellers Coming for 257 12.50 
last 15 Years 

Sellel"'l Cocd.ng for 176 8.54 
more than 15 Years 

Not Given 46 2.2J 

Total 2,062 100.04 



In table l'.o.41 nuu1ber 
were 

of sellers in the sample/classified by the nature of their 

attendance at the weekly market. The infonuation was gathered 

to ascertain (a) the regularity of sellers attendance at the 

weekly market, (b) the seasonal or perennial character of his 

attendance, and (c) the period over which he was attendinr, the 

weekly bazaar. 

Nearly 37 per cent of the sellers attended the weekly 

bazaar regularly. A slightly lower percentage of sellers, i.e. 

34 came to the market in all seasons throughout the year. Both 

the proportions roughly tally. Nore than 42 per cent of the 

sellers came to kK the bazaar only during certain seasons while 

21 per cent came only on particular occassions like Diwali, 

Dasara, etc. 

Nearly half of the sellers had be~n attending the bazaar 

for 5 years :jO.X preceding our survey. The percentage of those 

attending for a larger number of years went on declinin~ as 

the years increased.Only about 9 per cent of sellers were found 

to be attending the bazaar regularly or irregularly, seasonally 

or perennialy for a period exceeding 15 years. 
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Classification of Sellers by Caste Table No.42 

presents the classification of sellers in the sample by coHuuu

nities and by the commodities sold by them. 'l'he harathas of 

course form the largest single r;roup among the sellers accounting 

for 58 per cent of them. They were not the largest sinr:le 

group among the sellers of stationery, leather goods, cloth, 

yarn, etc. bomboo work, pottery, iron, copper, tin, etc. and 

miscellaneous commodities. In stationery sellers the l•,ohartlllle

dans were the most numerous group closely followed by other 

Hindus. Sellers of leather goods were mostly Harijans. In 

cloth, yarn, etc. the other Hindus were predominant. Sellers 

of pottery came mostly from t-he: traditional potter caste or 

Khumbars included under other Hindus. A large majority of the 

sellers of miscellaneous articles were Harijans. The table can 

also be studied from the point of view of individual COI•.mu

nities and their representation in the sellers of various 

groups of commodities. The Harijans were concentrated umong 

sellers of Kirana, leather goods, bamboo work, cattle, fodder 

and miscellaneous articles. £-,ore than 45 per cent of the 

total "other Hindus" sellers were found in cloth, yarn, t:tc. 

Smaller concentration were to be found in ~ottery, fruits and 

vegetables, cattle and fodder. Sie;nificantly large groups 

of Lingayats were met with among sellers of fruits and veee

tables, kirana, cattle and fodder. Selling of fruits and 

vegetables, kirana and bhusar, and sweetmeats and eatables 

absorbed more than 80 per cent of the Jains. Sellers' conc~n

tration of hohammedans were to be found a.wong sellers of fruits 

and vegetables, kirana, eatables and sweetmeats, stationery, 
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cloth and yarn and cattle. 

Total Value of Commodities Brou ... ht for Sale 

Table llo .43 

Value of Commodities Brought for Sale in 16 Weekly !·larkets 

--------- ----------- ------ ------ -------- --------. Laxmipuri &: Cattle Timber Averaee 
Month Kapiltirth Market l'Jarket Total per 

.liiarkets week 
--------- ----------- ------ ------ -------- --------
January 10,076 28,418 1 '599 40,093 2,00,465 
April 7,265 21,917 1,479 30,661 1,53,305 
July 5,773 6,412 408 12,593 62,965 
October 6,115 33,328 1,827 41,310 2,06,550 
Not given 92 1 '740 - 1,832 -
--------- ----------- ------ ------ -------- --------
Total 29,361 91 '81 5 5,313 1,26,489 1 '55,821 
--------- ----------- ------ ------ -------- --------

Table sets out the value of commodities broueht for 

sale in the weekly bazaars in different months classified 

according to the markets in different parts of the city. TI1is 

has been calculated from the information recorded in the quest-
~ 

ionna~s under the two following heads : (1) Total quantity 

of goods brought to the market, and (2) the price and rate at 

which they were expected to be sold. The value as calculated 

here does not represent actual turnover as the prices are not 

"" the~ realised actually but "expected" and the goods are not 

the goods sold but those "broueht" to the market. But in the 

absence of any other information about the turnover in the 

weekly market, the values in the above table give a broad idea 

of the magnitude of the total sales and turnover. In estirr.atinr; 

actual turnover from these figures allowance has to ue wade 

for "actual" prices realised being lower than "expected" 

prices entered in the questionnaires and also for unsold ~oods 



Classification of Sellers in Di!!erent Bazaars,by Months, the Approximate Total o! Goods Brought for Sale 

other 3 centres of Cattle Market . Wood }Iarke~ (Group Green Vegetables other Vegetables Milk Products 
Weekly Markets. (GrOUJ? 18) 24, 25) (Group 2) (Group 3) (Group 5) 

Month 
Sellers Total Value Sellers Total Value Sellers Tdtal Value Sellers Total Value Sellers Total Value Sellers Total Value 

(in Rs,) (in Rs.) ( Rs.) (in Rs.) (in Rs.) (in Rs,) 

Januacy 484 10,076 . 126 28,418 53 1,599 41 102 114 1,028 32 169 

April 372 7,265 106 21,917 43 1,479 21 108 97 751 10 29 

July 284 5,773 41 6,412 7 408 24 85 60 368 17 26 

October 345 6,155 130 33,328 52 1,827 10 72 72 433 23 34 

Not Given 15 92 4 1,740 2 4 18 2 2 

Total 1,500 29,361 407 91,815 155 i 5,.313 98 368 347 2,598 260 



The Detail. Classification of the 3 Weekly .Market Centres - Kapiltirth, Municipality 

·and Laxmipuri by Commidity and Its Total Value 

Number Total Value Number Total Value Number Total Value 
Group of in its. ot in Fts. or in ,'{a. 

Sell.ers (I) Sellers (II) Sellers (III) 

Green Vegetables 2 98 368 10 

Fruita 3 347 2,550 49 413 6 

Kirana 4 181 4,304 3 

Shops 5 84 260 3 

Eatables 6 135 994 5 

Bhusar 7 31 336 2 

Stationery 8 39 1,669 

Leather Work 9 20 738 

Wood-Work 10 11 651 

Yarn 11 158 8,441 

Earthen-work 12 35 268 

Bamboo Work l3 35 372 

Tobacco 14 8 1,076 

Hens 15 34 313 

Iron-ware 16 10 254 

Konda 17 193 1,966 

AnimalS 18 22 3,o63 

Others 59 1,690 1,428 1,492 

Total 1,500 29,313 1,500 48 1,500 

Total V.Uue 
in Rs. 
(I, II, III) 

368 

2,598 

4,304 

260 

994 

336 

1,669 

738 

651 

8,441 

268 

372 

1,076 

313 

254 

1,966 

3,063 

1,690 

. 29,361 
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out of the total brought to the market. But if the reduction 

of the figures in table is indicated on this scfore, its 

increase is indicated by the general underenumeration of 

sellers in the weekly markets commented upon earlier. The 

information regarding sales in the cattle r.1arket obtain0d by 

us from ~iuni::ipal records \"l'as not, hm-1ever, affected by Loth 

these considerations. The records were of actual transactions 

and these had been recorded throughout the day. Tile total 

turnover in the cattle market on the 16 Sundays surveyed, as 

per the v.unicipal record, came to about lis • .3 lakhs. In taule 

No.4.3 at the expected price without an allowance for unsold 

cattle, the total turnover in the cattle on the 16 Sundays 

surveyed came to Rs.92,815 for the 5 per cent sample or thf: 

total turnover for the whole amounted to about hs.18 lahl!s. 

This was roughly 6 times that of the actual turnover. It is 

not possible to say confidently that the same reduction factor 

will apply to the other markets. Laking certain assumption 

••aprio¢• the average turnover in a weekly market might be rou~h· 

ly estimated at between Rs.50,000/- and hs.60,000/-. 

Cattle Market : In regard to the weekly cattle raarket 

we were able to collect information about the actual transa

ctions that took place there. This was possible because the 

Kolhapur Municipal Borough levied a tax of 4 annas on (;Very 

sale that took place in the cattle market on the bazaar day. 

The Municipality maintained a small office in the Cattle 

Market for the collection of the tax. The !•iunicipal records 

contained all the information ree;ardine the type of animals 

sold, its age, the price at which sold, etc. We copied out 
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the information from the Municipal record in respect of the 

sixteen Sundays on which we surveyed the weekly bazaars. This 

information is presented in table that follow. But before 

proceedin~ to the tables, it would be convenient to indicate 

briefly the method of effectin~ sales in the Cattle l•.arket. 

The sales were in most cases arranged through couunission ar.;cnt 

called locally Hede. Their co~nission varied between Rs.2 and 

Rs.5 per sale. It was collected ~enerally from the seller and 

at times from the buyer or even from both. Sales effected 

without the help of Hedes were few and far between. 

Table No.44 gives the total number of sales recorded of 

different kinds of cattle on the 16 Sundays on which the market 

was surveyed. 

---------------

Bullocks 
She Buffaloes 
He Buffaloes 
Calves 
Buffaloe Calves 
Horses 
---------------Total 
---------------

-------
January -------

421 
257 
160 

50 
10 

--------
898 

-------

Table No.44 

------- -------
April July ------- -------

429 140 
161 118 
176 62 
178 5 

16 9 
1 ------- -------

960 335 ------- -------

------- -------
October Total ------- -------

290 1,280 
224 760 
109 507 
34 2b7 
16 51 

1 
------- -------

673 2,866 ------- -------
Of a total of 2,866 animals sold, 45 per cent were 

buffaloes, 26 per cent she buffaloes and 17 per cent he

buffaloes. Among young stock calves sold were more than 5 

times those of buffalo-calves sold. Only one horse was sold 

in the cattle market in the 16 markets surveyed. The larg~st 

number of sales took place in April and the lowest in July, 
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the former being less than 3 times the latter. From July the 

sales steadily mounted and reached the peak in April. Bullocks 

and he-buffaloes were in great demand before the Kharip a~ri

cultural season beean in June. Sellers were also anxious to 

sell1 as fodder supplies were generally scarce during swuwer. 

As a result the sales rose in January and April. In July, on 

the other hand, all available bullocks and he-buffaloes were 

required for agricultural operations thus reducinp; the nwuber 

of those available for sale in the weekly market. The sales 

of the she-buffaloes followed rather different pattern. ~ales 

increased from July but reached their peak in January and thun 
tp 

began A. decline. The buffaloes were mainly used as dairy ani1ual 

and the demand for them thus differed from that for draur,ht 

cattle like bullocks and she-buffaloes. But whether this tor,ether 

with the calving season of buffaloes was sufficient to explain 

the pattern of sales described above is hard to say. 

The data available have been further analysed in 

respect of the two major groups of cattle sold, nar.,ely bullocks 

and buffaloes. Table No.45 gives the classification of bullocks 

sold according to their age and prices at which they were sold. 

Table No.46 presents similar data in respect of buffaloes. 
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The information regarding the age in the I•.unicipal 

records is that given by the seller and subject to the san,e 

qualifications as generally all age statistics of even hw.,an 

populations are in India. The bullocks sold were of the uees 

between 3 and 12 (only 1 bullock more than 12 years of a~e 

having been recorded as sold). The seller was apt to over

state the age of younger animals and understate that of 

older ones for securing price advantaee. This is collaborutcd 

by the fact that 72 per cent of the total bullocks sold were 

reported to be 6, 7 or 8 years old, and of these, those aged 

8 years outnumbered those of 6 and 7 years together. This 

lumping in age returns is mainly due to the tendency noted 

above. More than half the bullocks sold were sold at prices 

ranging from Rs.25 to Rs.100. About 24 per cent were sold at 

prices between Rs.25 and Rs.50, 18 per cent at between Rs.50 

and Rs.75 and 11 per cent at between Rs.75 and Rs.100. Slir,htly 

more than 5 per cent of bullocks sold were sold at price above 

Rs.250 per animal. Here bullocks sold at the highest priceo in 

the table No.45, which ranged from Hs.J50 to lis.425 wert: 

reported to be aged 6 years. 

As in the case of bullocks 75 per cent of the total 

buffaloes sold were of ages between 7 and 10 (both years inclu

sive). Though the lumping of age returns was spread over 5 

years as against 3 years in the case of bullocks. The heaviest 

concentration was still in ages 6, 7 and 8 with those of g 

years outnumbering those of 6 and 7 years together. The 

reasons for this are not different from those indicated e~rlier. 

Two-third of the total buffaloes sold were sold at prices 



197 

ranging between Rs.25 and Rs.150. Nearly a quarter of the 

total buffaloes were sold at prices between Hs.25 and hs.50 

per animal, 15 per cent were sold at prices between Hs.50 and 

Rs.75, about 13 per cent at between Rs.75 and Hs.100 and about 

14 per cent at between Rs.100 and Rs.150. Eight buffaloes 

were recorded to have been sold at prices between Rs.700 nnd 

Rs.750 each. Such high prices were received for buffalo0s of 

Northen India breeds,;f. whose daily yield of milk reported to 
b~LO'\A 

be anythingJ-25 or 40 lbs. each. These were usually purchased 

by professional milkmen. 

Building Industry and Jl.ilk Trade : There are certain 

types of economic activities which are difficult to classify 

under either industry or trade head. The most important of 

such included in our trade were building construction and milk 

supply. We have therefore treated them in special section at 

this stage. 

Building Industry Control and restrictions over the 

building activity during the war was very slack in Kolhapur. 

I•ioreover the extensive programrue of road widening, etc. under-

taken by the I•.unicipal Borough was underway throuehout the 

period from 1943 onwards. Building activity,therefore, was not 

very much curtailed during the war. This can be seen frolLI 

Table No.47 which summarised the data regarding permissions 

given by the !-:unicipality for building during 1941-45. Though 

1942 was an exceptional year the pace of construction was 

maintained throughout the period 1941-1945 with a small fall in 



1944·. The other important fact that e=erges from the table 

is that a large number of buildings were being built in E 

ward, as compared to other wards. It was quite natural as the 

ward contained much open space and two new colonies like the 

Sykes Extension and Tarabai Park were being developed there. 

Table No.47 
Table Showing the Permissions for Construction of 
Buildings Granted by t.fte. Kolhapur 1-iunicipalit.:y no-.ou -'. 

during 1941-1945. 

-----
Year Ward Ward Ward \"lard Ward Total 

A B c D E -----
1941 49 51 73 31 41 245 
1942 55 57 62 32 157 363 
1943 43 32 45 25 120 256 
1944 25 25 44 28 78 200 
1945 50 41 48 49 60 248 

-----
Total 222 206 272 165 456 1,321 
---- ---- ---- -----

Contractors : At the time of our survey, as per the 

list supplied by Kolhapur Municipal Borough, there were 116 

building contractors who were on the approved list. The total 

number of contractors could not have been much in excess of 

this. The term "contractor" was loosely used and indicated 

not only an agency which organised the supply of labour and 

material, but also executed the work according to plan. 

Tendency to get the work done by a contractor engaged on super

vision or contract basis was only a recent development. Until 

a few years previous to our survey the usual practice was for 

the owners to supervise and direct the work of buildine and 

not to entrust it to contractors. The ovmers directly employed 
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masons, carpenters, labourers, etc. on daily waees. Only petty 

contracts were negotiated and given by them for the sup1,ly of 

wood, stone, bricks, lime, tiles etc. 

At the time of our survey contractors were generally 

found in charge of the construction of buildin~s and repair 

works at all its stages. Often big contractors employed sub

contractors for petty works like building a brick wall, 

blasting rock, excavation, etc. But for all practical purposes 

he alone was held responsible for all the work done or not done. 

There was no homogenity in this class either with res

pect to technical training or economic status. In this line 

at one extreme end were found big contracting firms with a full 

complement of technicians or highly skilled engineers under

taking fairly big constructional work and at the other end were 

petty contractors who were practically without any technical 

knowledge undertaking small repairing works worth a few thou

sand rupees. Out of 18 questionnaires of building contractors 

filled in by us, we found that only 3 contractors undertook 

constructional work costing more than Rs.1,00,000 each year. 

Of the remaining, 4 contractors could undertak~ ru1nually con

struction work costing between Rs.50,000 and Rs.1,00,000/-, 

4 others of between Rs.10 1000 and ns.20,000, 4 more of betw~en 

Rs.5,000 and Rs.10,000 and the r~maining between Rs.2,uOO and 

Rs.5,000. The last two types of contractors could be described 

as "petty contractors" who mostly did repairs, etc. 

The permanent staff of the big contractors generally 

consisted of a cashier, clerk, 1:.ukadam, l·:estri, etc. 'l'he 
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clerical staff was employed to keep regular accounts of the 

materials purchased and used, to keep the muster rollJ of the 
1].)'0 

labour and to pay their wages, etc. .1-.ukadams and .r-.estries 

were helping hands to the contractor in supervision and execu

tion. The monthly salary of a cashier or a clerk ransed from 

Rs.30 to Rs.75, and of l·iukadam from Rs.25 to Rs.40/-. Only 7 

contractors from our sample had this type of permanent staff. 

The other staff required was recruited according to the nature 

and requirements of the works undertaken. In the case of a 

prosperous big contractor a large part of the labour employed 

by him was continuously maintained by him on different works 

and they were paid daily or fortnightly wages. The contractors 

did not possess all the tools except those that were required 

by ordinary labourers. These consisted of shovels, picks, 

buckets, etc. The carpenters and masons brought their own 

tools. 

Purchase of ~~terials : As regards the purchase of 

raw materials used for the construction work, it was found that 

the majority of the contractors bought it locally. Three 

contractors in our sample stated that they directly imported 

wood, tiles, etc. from outside. Building materials like stone 

and bricks were purchased locally either directly from the 

quarry-owners or through sub-contractors with whom the contract 

to supply this material was entered into. l·•Ortar, steel, and 

wood were purchased from local hardware and timber merchants. 

The following were the approximate rates of building 

materials at the time of our survey. 



Stone 
Wood 
11.ortar 
Bricks 
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Rs.20 to Hs.25 per brass. 
Rs.7 to Rs.15 per cubic foot. 
Rs.15 to l•s.20 per brass. 
lis.40 to Iis.50 per 1000 bricks. 

The transport of materials like stone etc. was arrun,.ed 
'-' 

through a specialised class called "Gadiwaddars" who carted 

the stone to the place of construction. Very few contractors 

kept bullock carts or lorries of thei~ own for transport. 

Only 3 contractors in our sample o~med lorries. 

Engineers : In Kolhapur qualified eneineers were 

hardly ever consulted or employed for preparing plans and 

detailed specifications of works unless it was expected to 

cost several thousand rupees. The I•;unicipal building bye-
.., ot <- Q.ss·.~ ,. f-

laws until 1944 did not lay do~m the{qualification of those 

who prepared the plans or estimates or of those who supervised 

the building works. This type of work was done by non-qualified 

sub-overseers, overseers or draftsmen who charged lump-suws 

for the work. These sums worked out at about 1 to 3 per cent 

of -the total cost of the work estimated. For supervising also 

they charged lump-sums but at times also accepted monthly 

emoluments. In 1944 the l•iunicipal Borough laid down that 

building plans and estimates must be dra~m up by approved and 

licensed engineers or architects. Only recently 2 or 3 

architects' offices had been opened at Kolhapur. 

Vdstries : This term is very difficult to define. They 

were generally artisans specialised in their own branch and 

possessing a lot of experience in their vocation. 
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They were employed in each branch of work like masonary, 

carpentary, etc. to supervise and get the work done by labourers 

working under their direction. There was as we found, very 

little difference between a ~:istri and a siilled worker except 

in regard to wages. A I>listri in the carpentary department 

was paid between Rs .3-8-0 to lis .t,per day and one in nl8.sonary 

department between Rs.3 and Hs.3-B-O per day. Very few contra

ctors engaged I·;istries permanently on monthly salaries. 

Masons : This group usually consists of two types of 

workers, stone masons and brick masons. In Kolhapur there was 

no separate class of brick layers. The stone masons also 

worked as brick layers. A mason was also expected to do atone 

dressing and mixing of materials for plastering, etc. In 

Kolhapur there was no separate class of plasterers. The 

follo~nng were the rates of wages prevalent in 1946 and 1939. 

Brick laying 
Stone l'l8.son 
Stone dressing 
Fine dressed t-rork 
Plastering 
Flooring (Ordinary) 

Glazed tiles or 
marble or polished 
flooring. 
Special mouldings 
Sanitary masons 

1946 1939 

Hs.3 to Rs.1-4-0 to 
Rs.3-8-0 Rs.1-8-0 

Rs.4-0-0 to Rs.2-0-0 to 
Rs.4-8-0 hs.2-12-0 

The work of painting, ~;hite washing, etc. was done by 

a separate class of workers who worked on piece rates or daily 

wages. The rates of daily wages in 1946 were as follows 

1st class painter 
2nd Class painter 

.lis.3 to Rs.5 
lis.2 to Rs.3. 
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Carpenters : This class of workers included joiners 

and furniture makers as also those employed on the frame work 

of buildings, etc. They were employed on daily wages which 

ranged between Rs.4 and Rs.4-8-0 at the time of our survey.N.ow., 

a~ Reinforced concrete work had ~ recently made its appearance 
0..~~ . lk 

in Kolhapur bub it was on the increase, ~ was expected to 

reduce somewhat at the demand for wood work in buildin~ constru

ction and thus lead to some fall in the demand for carpentary. 

Unskilled Labour A large t1uruber of unskilled 

labourers were required and employed in the building industry. 

These did all sorts of works and acted as assistants to skilled 

artisans. Both males and females worked as unskilled labourers. 

The average daily wages paid to male labourers before World 

War II was bet\teen six and eight annas and to female labourers 

between three and four annas. ~~ 1946 these rates had increased 

to between Rs.1-8-0 and hs.2-0-0 for males and between he.1-0-0 

and Rs.1-4-0 for females. 

For earth work and stone quarrying Viaddar eangs, who 

specialised in that sort of work, were almost invariably 

employed. They worked on piece rates or entered into contracts 

for executing a specific job. 
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Milk Trade and Its Supply to the City of Kolhapur. During 

the year 1946, for which the figures of milk supply to the 

town were collected by us, it was found that the average 

amount of milk daily consumed in the city amounted to appro

ximately 15,000 seers. The chief source of supply was the 

city itself. A daily average of nearly 8,000 seers of milk 

came from this single source alone which accounted for 53 

per cent of the total supply of milk. 

Source of Supply The City of Kolhapur The city 

itself was the main source of supply of milk as already pointed 

out above. The public was free from any restrictions as regards 

the keeping of milch cattle within municipal boundaries. In 

fact no strict regulations or rules were imposed by the 

Kolhapur Municipal Borough in connection with its sanitation 

or accomodation of milch cattle. Besides the town of Kolhapur 

was surrounded on all its sides by the small land holders in 

the city who possessed land on the outskirt of the to<m to 

keep milch cattle. It supplemented their income through sale 

of not only milk but also its products and could meet also 

their ~ domestic requirements. It was also a common habit 

amongst the well-to-do people to keep wet milch cattle for 

domestic requirements of milk and its products.1 

--------------------------------------------------------------1 • Report on the ¥JB.rketing of M.lk in India and Burma (abridged 
Edition) remarks, "The practice of keeping milch cattle in 
urban areas, though admittedly harmful to the animals as 
well as to the sanitation of the much congested Indian 
cities, prevails so that a timely and, to some extent, 
genuine supply of milk may be ensured. The absence of 
facilities for the transport of large quantities of milk 
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According to the Cattle Census carried out at the end 

o£ 1945, o£ the town o£ Kolhapur, there were 2694 milch cattle 

in the city. Of these 2,290 were she-buffaloes and 404 co;1s. 

The information relating to the yield of milk of cattle included 
~ 

in our sample of milk business in ~ city indicated that the 

average yield o£ milk per buffalo was slightly more than 3 

and per cow at 2 seers per day. The production of milk per 

day from milch cattle in the city could be placed somewhere 

at about 8,000 seers per day. i.e. less than half the local 

daily requirements. 

The Supply of J.;uk from Outside Villar;es -- The other 

source of supply of milk to the city was the villages surround

ing the town. It was estimated that nearly 43 per cent of the 

total supply o£ milk to the town came from these villages. 

The Collection o£ Data regarding the Imports of !-:ilk into 

Kolhapur City To collect the information ~ regarding 
.f.r•OWY\ 

the daily imports of milk in the city to=an outside we placed 

our investigators at all the octroi stations of the city from 
to JOth 

26th JunePi~ ~ ~June 1946 and collected information 

everyday. The table No.4" gives the quantity of milk imported 

into the town through different octroi stations. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
from distant rural areas to cities, the warm climate of the 
country which adversely affects the keeping quality of milk 
and the increased possibility of adulteration in rural 
supplies are mainly responsible for production within 
towns and citiesn. (page 1) 
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Table No.48 

Average Quantity of 1-iilk Imported Daily into Kolhapur 
City through different Octroi Stations. 

(From 24th to 30th June 1946) 

--------------------
Name of the Octroi 
Station 

--------------------
Station Naka 
Shahu .Mll Naka 
The Engine Shed Naka 
Ambabai Naka 
St.Goods Naka 
Vashi llaka 
Takala Naka 
Museum Naka 
Pe.dmala Naka 
Race Course Naka 
Shivaji Bridge .Naka 
Park Naka 
Camp 
Shiroli 
Rank ala 
Uttareshwar 
Sadar Bazaar 

Average 
Quantity 
of Mlk 
(in Seers) 

----------
632 
241 
114 

38 ;a 
109 
302 
276 
20$ 
795 

1,950 
41 
32 

870 
1,062 

288 
124 -----

7,140 
-------------------- ----------

Table No.49 gives some idea of the relative importance 

of outside sources of supply of milk to the city of Kolhapur. 

Nearly 90 villages supplied milk to the city. Nearly 50 

villages in the adjoining Karvir Peta accounted for 72 per cent 

of the total milk imported into the city from outside. Next 

to this came Hatkangale Peta in which there were more than 15 

villages supplying milk and accounting for 16 per cent of the 

total imported milk. 
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Agencies Engaged in Collection and Distribution of Lilk: 

Generally the agencies operating in this trade were wholesalers 

and small scale retailers. But wholesalers in strict sense of 

the term were practically conspicdous by their absence. z.;ost 

of the trade in milk was in the hands of small milk retailers. 

It was found that RHaxky as much as 45 per cent of the total 

imported milk was brought in the lots of 1 to 5 seers; 35 

per cent in the lots of 5 to 10 seers, 10 per cent in the lots 

of 10 to 20 seers, and the remaining was brought in the lots 

exceeding 25 seers per head. 1 In Kolhapur there were practi

cally no dairies worth the name and the supply and distribution 

of milk was in the hands of petty traders. 

Mode of Transport Head loads, shoulder slings, bicycles 

buses and railways were generally used for brin~ing milk from 

villages. Milk in Kolhapur was generally brought as head loads 

the majority of the villages were at the distance of between 

2 to 6 miles from the city. It was estimated that nearly 3,200 

--------------------------------------------------------------1 : The Report on the l•,ilk Trade in India and !3urma, while 
commenting on the problem of assernblin~ and distribution 
of milk remarks, 
"Thus for assembling even 50 ruaunds milk per day (in two 
lots -- morning and evening} several villaees have to be 
visited, considerable G.istances trc.velled and a larr;e 
number of producers dealt with. This makes the task of 
assembling difficult and expensive. 
The problem of distribution are more or less s:i!Jdlar. Very 
few people purchase milk in lots of a seer or more and 
majority purchase anything from a pice worth to ali anna. 
This makes organised distribution difficult. 
On account of the above reason the milk trade in India has 
remained in the hands of petty dealers with limited Il1eans 
and vision and a confused state of affairs prevails every
where". (p.22) 
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seers of milk per day or nearly 53 per cent of the total i~portod 

milk was brought to Kolhapur in head loads. The other ~eans 
~ 

o£ transport of mil~ere bicycles~ railway¢. The milk brou~ht 

on bicycles which numbered 80 to 85, accounted for rou~hly 34 

per cent of the daily imported milk. The recourse to railways 

was only taken by those retailers who collected milk fro1n the 
~ 

villages situated 12 to 16 miles l:ioRd. more from the city. Lotor 

buses were not used for the carriage of milk. 

Prices : Unlike the other commodities whore the prices 

were quoted on weight basis, the milk was always meusurud and 

sold. The prices in Kolhapur were quoted per seer. 

Apart from the law of supply and demand operating in 

the determination of prices, there was another important factor 

o£ distance between producing and consuminr; centre \'lhich affected 

the producer's price of milk. Urban producers and producers 

situated nearby the town as a rule got the highest price for 

milk because they being on the spot had milk in a fresher 

state and at a lesser cost of transport. The followine 

statement will clear the above point. 

P.T.O. 
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Table No.50 

Variations in ~dlk Prices before 1942 in Kolhapur State 
according to the Distance. 

--------- ------------- ----------------- ---------Place Distance from Distance from the Price 
the city Railway Station t>e-t yu~c. 

--------- ------------- ----------------- ---------
Nand ani 27 4 from Jaysingpore 1S seers 

Station 
Kurundwad 30 7 " 18 " 
Uchagaon 30 7 " 1S " Chinchwad 7 14 " 
Sajani 14 3 from Rukodi St. 16 " 
Ruk~i 9 12 " 
--------- ------------- ----------------- --------

(Data collected from the ~iilk Retailers from Kolhapur City) 

There were also seasonal fluctuations marked in the 

prices of milk. During summer, i.e. April, I·;ay and June, the 

production of milk was low whereas during winter season, i.e. 

in October, November and December, the production of milk was 

at its highest. Therefore the prices during swnruer season as 

a rule went up whereas in winter season prices were compari

ti¥ely low. However, the collectJo~ and distribut1ohs usually 

entered into contracts with producersfor the supply of ruilk 

during each season at particular price. Retail prices remained 

unaffected because they were generally fixed by the distribu

tor and collector on the basis of maximum price paid by them 

to the producer. 

In the city of Kolhapur, at the time of our investi

gation, the milk prices were controlled by the Kolhapur Govt. 

at 6 annas a seer. It however, remained a dead letter and 
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there was what may be called 'black mark~ting' in the price 

of milk. The actual ruling market prices were from 12 annas 

to one rupee per seer. In the prewar days milk was sold during 

the rainy and winter season at 8 seers per rupee. 

During our survey, the rate at which the milk was 

purchased from the producer was between 3 and 4 seers per 

rupee. In prewar days the rate was as low as 18 seers per 

rupee. It differed in different places as already pointed 

out above in the table 'variation in Nilk Prices' depending 

on its nearness to the city. 

Producer's Share in the Price paid by the Consumer 

We reproduce below table giving the cost of bringing milk 

from the villages to the city of Kolhapur in prewar, and war

days collected by us from the milk retailers during our 

investigation. 1 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : The reliability of the data, however, is of doubtful 

nature as there is no any other source to collaborate 
the information given by the ienorant retailers. It, 
however, gives the broad general picture of the cost of 
transport and the price spread between consumer and pro
ducer, 
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Table No.51 

Cost of Bringing ~dlk from the Village to Kolhapur City 
and Its Price Spread 

(Cost per 40 Seers' of milk from Hatkanangal~) 

Before War : 

Cost of milk 
(Producer's price) 

Servant 
Octroi 
Railway Fare 
Other Sundry expenses 

Rs. 

2-8-0@ 16 seers a 
rupee 

o-6-o 
0-2-0 
0-6-6 
0-1-6 

)-8-0 

per day 

Price released at Kolhapur by 
Distributor @ a seers a rupee 5-0-0 

It was sold @ a seers a rupee. It therefore ~av~~ 
profit for seller Rs .1-8-o per 40 seers of milk~·- 1'he 
price spread between the consumer's price and pi·odu
cer1s price was nearly )0 per cent. 

After War : 

Cost of milk 
(Producer's price) 
Servant 
Railway Fare 
.!'Jarket Pass 
Other Sundry expenses 

Price released at Kolhapur 
by distributor @ 1i or 2 
seers a rupee 

11-7-0@ )~ seers 
per rupee 

2-0-0 
0-6-6 
0-)-0 
0-8-0 

14-8-6 

20-0-0 

per day 

The milk is sold@ 1~ or 2 seers per rupee. Taking 
on an average price of 2 seers per rupee the seller 
would get the net profit of Hs.5-7-6. 1bis mLans the 
price spread between consumer's and producer's price 
was nearly 27 per cent. 
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It will be seen from the table No.51 that the av~race 

price spread between producer and conoumer prices was 30 per 

cent and 27 per cent in prewar and war days. The intermediary 

i.e. distributors.kept sufficient margin for themselves and 

passed to the producer only a portion of the price paid by 

the consumer.1 

Per Capita Consumption of l•Jilk in the City of Kolhapur: 

On the basis of information of the total imported milk colle

cted by us, and the total amount of milk yield from the total 

number of cattle in the city, we could arrive at the approxi

mate estimate of the total supply of milk to the town of Kolha

pur. As per our calculation, abo~ 1 5, 000 seers of ndlk was 

available for daily consumption in the city. On this, informa

tion per capita daily consumption of fluid milk was \'torked out 

at 4.4 ozs. This was found to be higher than ~ns~e 
~ 2, 

Bombay (4.3 ozs), Poona (3.2 ozs.) :Lit fllll' e1Hcs. 

We now proceed to give information regarding the milk 

business in Kolhapur city gathered in our sample inquiry. 

According to the list of licensed milk producers or 

sellers furnished to us by the Rationing Department of the 

Kolhapur Government there were in all 567 licensed milk pro

ducers in the city in 1945. Of these 234 were residing in A 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : "Disregarding the margin due to adulteration ~tc. it appears 

that on an average producers get about two-third of the 
price paid by the consumer. l·Jilk collect,lo!:fe_ and 
retailer"'s share the remainder." harketfng of • .ilk in 
India and Burma. (Abridged Edition. p.20) 

2.. f'~ _go~o Er.o"""~ t;v....,'J'-'j ? ...... ~ 1-£~.,.~'- fP' ')...OJ. 
b1 D· R_. C\~J.~;L 
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ward, 107 in B ward, 91 in D ward, 6$ in E ward and o7 in C 

ward. 

Our sample consisted of 73 of these of which 20 each 

were in A and B wards, 15 in D ward, 10 in c ward and a in 

E ward. 

or the total ffiilk producers in our sacple K& 69 were 
~ 

Marathas 1 '/. Lingayats and one Eoha.nlillcdan. The busine.ss standing 
lf7 

of 9 was between 1 and 5 years each, of 44 between 5 and 10 

years each, and that of the remaining 3 between 15 to 30 years 

each. As many as 14 milk producers stated that it was their 

hereditory business. The capital with which the milk pro

ducers started their business was less than Rs.~OO in the 

majority of cases. As many as ~milk producers had an initial 
Rs. 

capital that was between/40 and Rs.100 1 10 between Rs.100 and 

Rs.200, 7 between Rs.200 and Rs.400. Only one producer in our 

sample had an initial capital investment of Rs.600/-. 

There were only 7 producers who engaged outside help. 

The servants were generally provided with free boarding and 

lodging, and their pay varied from Hs.5 to Hs.25 per month. 

Generally the work of looking after the cow stable was in 

majority cases done by the mmer and his family members. 

The total number of animals in our sample was 399. Of 
'l-7 

these 274 were she-buffaloes, 24 cows, 74 calves, and 24 other 

animals. 

found to 

Of the milch cattle numbering 301 1 99 animals were 
t"l-

be dry or partially dry. We found that go- of the ndlk 

producers had one milch cattle each, 49 had 2 to 5 milch cattle 
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each, 12 having 16 to 10 milch cattle each. 

The average daily yield of milk in 3t> concerns came to 

between 1 and 5 seers each, in 19 between 5 to 10 seers each, 

in 10 between 10 to 20 seers each and more than 20 seers each 

in the remaining 6 concerns. The averaee total daily output 

of milk in all the concerns in our sample awounted to u60 

seers of milk. Of these 85 seers or nearly 13 per cent was 

retained for home consumption and the remainine was sold. 

The milk was either sold to casual customers or distri

buted on daily rounds amongst the permanunt customers, The 

latter delivery accounted for 366 seers or 54 per cent of the 

total production. The rest was sold to casual customers by 

retail. The sale of milk to permanent customers was generally 

aF~ 3 seers per rupee. The prevailing retail rate at the time 

of our inquiry ranged from Re.1 to annas eight per seer. 

The monthly receipts of 29 concerns in our sample varied 

from Rs.20 to Rs.50 each, of 29 more from Rs.50 to Hs.150 each, 

of 5 from Rs.150 to Rs.)OO each, and in the remaining~; they 

were more than Rs.300 each. These fieures were found to be 

underestimate$ because they were calculated according to the 

controlled price at which milk was expected to be sold. The 

ruling price, however, was actually from one rupee to eight 

annas per seer of milk, while the calculation of gross receipts 

in our sample was made at the rate of 6 annas per seer of milk. 

The largest item of expenditure in this business was 

feeding of cattle. The daily requirements of cattle l'lere 
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fodder, concentrates such as oilcak..:::.~, corn, pulse etc. 'IlHl 

cost of fodder and hay p.,r buffalo varied from annas 12 to 

Rs.1-S-o per day. At the tiL•o of our inqlAiry, fodder '-OS 

rationed by the Governuent, thu ration beinr, 40 lbs. per day 

per animal. 'l'he corn, pulses etc. were bour,bt in w~okly wurkots. 

The oilcake was then also rationed and \'las sold at approved 

Government Shops and locul ilil rr.ills. In tbo rainy souson, 

the cattle uere fed on r;reen r;ro::~s. 
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Chapter V 

The Transport A~cncics. 

~~As in inseparable adjunct to trade, adequate nnd D.PJ ro

priate facilities of transport arc indispensable. Tho muv.IHl 

of communication in fact fonn the very sine'tiS of trudo and 

industry and their growth and pr~perity depends on tho avail

ability or cood and cheap transport facilities. 

The Road ;.;uae:e in the State of Kolhapur 

---------------------- ------ -------------- ---------------
Name 

---------------------- ------(1) All \'leather Roads 397 
( 2) Fair •·· ea ther 1-(oads 113 
(3) Villa.:e hoads 24 
---------------------- ------Total 534 
---------------------- ------

Iio.of villar;os Total Population 
served of Vill&t~os on 

hoad sid~ 

-------------- ---------------111 1,90,352 
38 54,753 
10 12,450 

-------------- ---------------159 2,57,555 

-------------- ---------------
(Development Plan for Kolhapur State - 1946. 
Publication lJo.2, p.113) 

The city of Kolhapur as already stated in Chapter I is 

connected with outside territory by 9 roads. lt is also 

connected with I-,iraj by the ··loSol·;.fiJ.y., a distance of a.Lout 35 

miles from the city. Besides "'ater-trunsport via J~.atnaciri 

Larxna~oa is available when goods are to bc,; sent to l.lo~abuy and 

Kathiawar. However, the Kolhapur State, considered as a whole, 

cannot be said to hue very e;ood nteans of transport. The ubove 

table shows about 75 per cent of the population has not road 

facilities and only 159 out of 1,047 villa~es are linked by 

roads. 

l-ie propose in this chaptE:r to deW. ratht:r in detailed 
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manner regarding all the aeencies that are directly or indirect

ly connected with transport in the city. It is in this con

text that we have included Hundekaris and casual labour also. 

We,however, could not do full justice to the ae;encics of goods 

transport due to our inability to get the required inforn,ation 

from either railways or good lorries. The inforn,ation was 

collected throu~h our questionnaires drawn specially for the 

purpose. 

(!) Bullock Carts. 

According to the Police records, there were in Kolhapur 

city at the time of our survey 220 carts drawn by a pair of 

bullocks each and 27 drawn by one bullock each. Except for 12 

bullock carts, almost all carts were owned and driven by the 

owners themselves. 

Our survey indicated that there were rou~hly 7 to a 
places in the city usually near the various markets where 

generally the bullock carts were parked. Among the important 

places of parking were the places adjoinin~ the railway station 

goods yards (near wholesale groundnut and gul market), Laxmi

puri Iv..arket and near Gangavesh 1-iotor Stand. 

At the Gangavesh l•iotor Stand one-bullock carts were 

prominent. They were often used by passengers who came there 

by z;;otor buses from Konkan to carry their luggae;e to the 

railway station. They were also used as vehicles of passenGer 

traffic on such occasions as the Jotiba or Prayag fairs which 

were held annually at places which are 4 to 6 miles away from 

the city. The chare;es for one way trip to Jotiba and Prayae; 
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fairs were Rs.6 and 4 respectively. The carts drawn by a pair 

of bullocks carried roughly 16 bags of groundnut or 28 ruwas 

of gul or a bags of grain. The Lullock carts at the rail\~ay 

station and Laxmipuri Stands did the work of transporting goods 

from and to the railway station.1 

The transport charges within the city were approximately 

as follows :-

From Railway Station to Shahupuri li.arket 
From Railway Station to Laxmipuri li.arket 
From Railway Station to Ambabai Temple 
From Railway Station to Ganr,avesh ~tand 

Rs.0-10-0 
0-12-0 
1-12-0 
2- 0-0 

The expenses incurred per pair of bullocks per day 

amounted to roughly Rs.) to 4. Only in the summer when the 

fodder was in short of supply the bullocks were fed on cilcakes. 

Besides this the other annual charges like shoeing of bullocks 

overhauling and repairing of the cart came roughly to hs.40 

per year. A cart-owner had to pay a sheel-tax of Rs.5 as 

also a licence fee of Rs.2-4-p every year. We give below 

a rough estimate, as gathered from out ~estionnaire of the 

annual expenditure of one cart drawn by a pair of bullocks. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : This KXiK excludes the carts owned by Vaddars and dravm 

by buffalos which were exclusively used for the carryins of 

stones, sand etc. As the cart-owners lived outside the 

city limits these carts were not registered. Their charees 

for carrying stones from adjoining quarries to the city 

roughly ranged from annas 12 to Hs.1-8-0 per trip. 
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Feeding charges of two bullocks 
Shoeing 
Charges for fitting iron tyr~s to wheel 
Repairing of axle 
Other charges in connection with oiling 
Taxes and other charges 

1\s. 
1,1$0-0-0 

60-0-0 
10-0-0 
25-0-0 

etc. 10-0-0 
$-0-0 

1,293-0-0 

The daily gross takin~s p~::r c:J.rt drawn by two bullocb.> 

dame roughly to not less than Rs. 5 on an a verae;a for the \dlOle 

year. In the busy season from November to April, the daily 

gross takings were ai«t• often more than Hs.10. Allowinp; one 

and half month for contingencies like sickness, breakdown,etc. 

the gross takings would come roughly to Rs.1,600 per year. The 

cost of a cart ranged from Rs.150 to Rs.200 while that of a 

pair of bullocks from Rs.400 to Rs.900 at the time of our 

survey. 

(£) Tongas. 

Tonga was the chief vehicle of passenger traffic in 

Kolhapur city. At the time of our survey there were in all 125 

tongas. Of these, according to the TrafficK Inspector's 

classification 99 belonged to Class I and 26 to Class II. 

Table sets out the information regarding the owners, drivers, 

and the number of tongas each owner possessed. 
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Table No.s~ 

Tonga Owners Classified According to I·.odes or 
Operation, Nwuber of Tongas Owned etc. 

------------No.or Tongas 
owned 
------------1 Tonga 
2 Tongas 
3 Tongas 
6 Tongas 

Total 

1st 
Class 

63 
24 
8 
4 

99 

2nd 
Class 

19 
4 
1 
2 

26 

Self 
Drivers 

21 
2 
2 

25 

Drivers 
only 

61 
26 

z 
100 

Total 

82 
28 
9 
6 

125 

Total No. 
or owners 

82 
14 
3 
1 

106 

Out of g2 owners who owned one tonga each 21 did the 

driving themselves and 61 employed the services of paid tonga 

drivers. Only two out or 14 tonga owners who possessed two 

tongas each acted as drivers while others got the work done by 

employed drivers. Of the 3 owners who possessed 3 toneus 

each, 2 acted as drivers. The man who possessed 6 toneas did 

not do the work of driving and got it done br paid drivers. 

Out of 125 tongas, therefore, only 25 were driven by the O\~era 

themselves. The system of double shift by employing a larger 

number of horses round in other big cities like Poena and 

Bombay was not in vogue in Kolhapur. Tongas were not hired 
D'h.,t..;.t,.. t.~;~ ...._to..;...._\, ..... ~, .,......:-..(. ~YLA ••t• ... ~ 

out o~e-paymeut-in-rio·~n -e£ -£bee~ In 

fact, almost all tonga owners had employed ton~a drivers on 

fixed daily wages. They were generally paid one rupee per day. 

The owner had to feed and stable the horse, house the 

tonga and keep it in repair. In the detailed inforu.ation 

gathered by us in regard to the sample of 19 tonga owners, it 

was found that 5 owners had stables in their own houses. 
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Others had rented them. 

The expenditure per animal for feeding was estimated 

approximately at Rs.4 per day or Rs.120 per month. The shoeing 

charges came to about fis.J-8-0 per month and the charges for 

the services of the man kept for lookin~ after the horse, etc. 

amounted to between ~s.10 and hs.15 per month. 

Apart from these items of expenditure ther~ were otht:r 

yearly recurring ite111s of expenditure that owners had to bear. 

Every year harnesses, cushions, rubber tyres etc. had to be 

replaced. The cost of harness per ton.c;a was between hs. 75 to 

Rs.100. Replacement of solid rubber tyres cost rou~hly h.u.60 

to Rs.75. Tongas had also to be provided every year with new 

cushions, waterproof screens and the drivers had to be given 

new dresses. The cost incurred in this connection came 

roughly to Rs.60 and Rs.70 per year per tonga. Besides this, 

expenditure in connection with passing, licence fee, nurr.bering 

plate, lliunicipal vehicle tax, etc. amounted to about Rs. 12-1:3 

per year. In addition to all these iterus of expenditure enume

rated above, there were what may be termed as "secret distri

bution expenses" that every tonga owner had to bear. They 

came to about Rs.10 to Rs.15 per year. 

The daily gross takin8S per tonea as stated in the 

questionnaire, i.e. Rs.6 was definitely an underestimate. 

The information gathered by us from other reliable sources 

showed that every ov.ner got on an average not less than Rs .1 0 

per day. 



223 

iie give below the rouch estimute of annual expenditure 

per tonr:a : 

Feedin~ char~cs per animal 
Servant for washin~ etc. 
Expenditure for shoeing 
LiGhting expenses 
Repair expenses 
Cost of two solid rubber tyres 
Cost of harness 
Cost of cushions and curtuins 
Cost of dresses 
Cost of passin,:-: 1 ntl!clbcrinr; plate, 
Lunicipal tax etc. 
Other sundry expenses 
Driver's wastJS for 10 lilonths 
l:ent for stuble 

Rs. 
1 ,440-o-u 

300-o-o 
42-0-0 
M-o-o 
25-0-u 
05-0-0 
75-0-0 
25-0-0 
25-0-0 

13-0-0 
1u-o-o 

315-0-0 
24-0-0 

---------2,464-0-0 

The cross takings if calculated at the z·ate of hs.10 

per day would come to Rs.J,200/- per ton,-:;a, allowiu:" for an 

idle period of 1 ~ months per year tlhen the tonr,a did not t-lY 

because of breadko\"m 1 sickness, etc. 

'l.'he prices of a hors..: ranc;ed bett/ccn ns. )00 to hs. 700. 

They depended on the t~r.!Je a."ld breed of the anir.uJ.. 'l'hc coGt 

of the ton,-.;a was 110 between hs.250 and l~s.)UO. 

The inspection for fitness of ton~us us vehicles of 

passenger traffic and their classification into first und 

second class was done by police authorities once a year. 'l'hc 

schedule of f.,_rf.;S \'Jere also fixed by thoru 1 thou.-r,h in moru 

cases the actual fares '~>1ere fixed by hi~~lin'.r bet\'Jceu tht: tonr;a 

driver and tl:e custot1cr. 

(JJ Lotor Transport 
~ 

At the tirue of our survey, there W(;:re in all 24 motor 



224 

bus associations and unions in Kolhapur city and between them 

they operated roughly a total of 165 passenger buses. l•e 

collected information from 11 such associations and unions. 

According to the inforn~tion received from the State Transport 

Poona Office (in 1947-48) there were in all 45 motor bus 

associations and between them they operated a total of 177 

passenger buses, as will be seen from the following tuble which 

gives the idea about the routes. 

Table No.53 Showing the No. of Passenger Buses Plying 

from Kolhapur to Distant Places. 

FROI'l KOLHAPUR TO 
!Jo.tth : bam~: Buses Daily Trips 

Poona 12 6 
Sa tara 7 7 
Karad 5 5 
Islam pur 3 3 
Kodoli 4 8 
Jotiba 1 1 
Bhadawale 2 4 

North-West :z:~lkapur 11 11 
Panhala 3 6 
Vishalgad 1 1 

North-East:Sangli 4 4 
l',J.raj 1 1 
N.Wadi 4 4 
Waliwade 1 3 

South Ajra 7 7 
Kapashi 5 5 
:t:iurgud 4 4 
Sarawacii-' 1 1 
Warwade 1 1 
l•.ahagaon 1 1 
Khochi 1 2 
Vadgaon 5 10 

South-East:Belgaum 3 3 
Gadhinglaj g 8 
Sankeshwar 2 2 
Halkarni 2 2 
Nipani 5 10 
Khadaklot 1 1 



225 

Buses Daily Trips 

South-West:Dajipur 16 16 
Radhanagari 3 3 
Patgaon 2 2 
Gargoti 9 7 
Kadgaon 2 2 

East Raibag 1 1 
Ichalkaranji 2 3 
Datwad 2 2 
Kurundwad 1 1 
Sane;aon 3 4 
Randal 6 12 

West: H.atnagiri 14 7 
Bavda 6 6 
Bhogaon 2 2 

177 200 

(Prepared from the information given by the State Transport 
Poona Office) 

These 11 unions and associations had in all 130 passen

ger buses that plied on different routes -- some exclusively 

in Kolhapur State and some running through State and British 

territory, Of the 130 cars, 103 were ·chevrolets, 16 Fords and 

the remaining were of various other makes. Of these 33 

Chevrolets, and 15 Fords were newly purchased. The reUlaining 

S2 were old cars, models belonging to any of the years between 

193.3 to 1942. 

The cost of the 33 new Chevrolets was stated to be 

nearly Rs.2,24,400 and of the 15 new Fords fis.94,000. The cost 

~f body building for all the 4S buses amounted to !Ls.83,000. 

Along with these buses, certain other accessories had to be 

purchased e.g. extra wheel with tyr~s and tubes, horn, a set 

of repairing tools, pump, jack, etc. These cost something 
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between Rs.100 or Hs.200 per car. 

~ 

Almost all the associations were registered~limited 

liability concerns. All the associations in the sample except 

two stated that capital required to float the companies were 

either collected from the partners or the shure holders. Only 
1J..-A.. 

2 stated that they had borrowed capital to~extent of hs.20 1 u00 

and Hs.80,000 respectively from banks at 9 per cent per a1•nwu. 

The personnel required to run the bus associations were 

drivers, cleaners, clerks, checkers, agents, manugers, etc. 

There were in the concerns in our sample in all 133 drivers, 

134 cleaners, 5 managing directors, 15 managers, etc. and 191 

cashiers, checkers, agents, etc. The salaries of the drivers 

varied from association to association. As many as 65 drivers 

got between Rs.30 and Rs.50 and 68 between hs.50 and hs.70 

per month. The daily allowances (which were paid in addition 

to these salaries) also varied from Re.1 to hs.1-8-0 p(.;r day 

when on duty. The same was the case with the cleaners. Of the 

134 cleaners, 79 received between Rs.15 and Hs.30 and the 

remaining 55 between Rs.30 and Rs.45 as monthly salaries. 

Their daily allowances when on duty varied from annas 12 to 

Rs.1-8-0 per day. 

The clerical staff, consisted of checkers, agents, 

cashiers and clerks etc. Checkers were appointed to ch~ck 
.. ....., 

off-hand the number of passengers in a ~ to prevent the 
tr-"<> ...... 

drivers and cleaners~r~king illicit gains. The cashier 

looked after the cash received and ke~accounts, etc. The 

pay of the clerical staff ranged from Rs.35 to Hs.120 per month, 
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The managers in the concerns in our sample looked aftor 
~:....,.,~ ~ 

the up-keep of the GeP&,~egulated and inspected the work.aRa 

The monthly salaries of managers varied between Hs.75 and lis. 

150. In the absence of the manager, the managing director 

was generally found to be in charge of the sau1e work. 

The passengers were generally convassed by the agents, 

who were either paid a commission on tickets sold by them or 

on monthly salaries. As many as 4 associations in our sample 
OV\ 

stated that they had each employed a paid ap,ent~ f¥ rnonthly 

salary, the others had employed agents on co~nission which 

varied from half a anna to one anna per rupee. Every passen

ger was allowed to carry a luggage not exceeding 15 lbs. 
\,.~ 

However in some cases it was found that the passenger et:t~ .__,.,_ 
did carry even goods. The ~ that plied between Kolhapur 

and Poona generally carried bundles of betel leaves, along 

with passengers fromKolhapur to Poona. 

The fares per mile were fixed by the government autho-

rities concerned under l-l. V .Act. Ho-vtever, in 1nany cases 1nany 

associations in our sample stat~d that they were required to 

charge lower fares because of keen competition. 

There were some items of expenditure which were incurred 

daily. One such important item was petrol. During the war 

due to scarcity and rationing of petrol, coal gas plants were 

extensively used by motor buses. It was stated that per one 

bag of coal of 40 seers, costing Rs.4-8-0 a motor bus could go 

nearly 20 to 25 miles. Lubricating oils which cost Rs.5-0-0 

per gallon was also required. Once or twice a year, overhauling 
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was necessary which cost anything between Rs.SuO to Hs.1,000 
vV--,;. .J.a-

per GaP. It was stated that most of the roads on which the 

buses ran were in very bad conditions. This increased the 

expenditure due to wear and tare of the car by 25 p~r cent. 

Generally tyres and tubes were worn out after a run of between 

6,000 and 8,000 miles. Accidental bursts of tyres of course 

had to be reckoned with. The cost incurred on this item 

amounted to roughly between hs,600 and Rs.750 per year per 

car, Besides this, every car had to pay taxes as noted below: 

Ivi. V. Tax per quarter per bus of 20 seats 
per bu~ of 22 seats 
per bus of 27 seats 

__t-;~ 

:Rs. 96-0-0 
:Hs.104-S-o 
:hs.125-8-0 

The caPS plying on routes crossing the State boundry 

had to pay these taxes ~both in Kolhapur State and in British 

India, 

Government authorities every year inspected buses and 

passed them as fit after a detailed examination of each b9a. 

At the time of the inspection generally the following expenditure 

was incurred. 

Passing Fee 
Sainting 
Sundry Repairs 
Secret Distributional 
expenses 

: Rs. 5-0-0 
Rs.60 to Rs.75 
Rs.50 to Rs.75 

Rs.25 to Rs.50 

There was no unions as yet formed of the drivers or 

cleaners. However, there was a union congress of the motor 

bus owners. It had provincial bodies with separate executives 

and a general committee. 
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The Goods Lorries There were at the time of our survey 
tp.....o-

11S Forq; 92 Chevrolets, and 21 of other makes like Bedford, 

International, etc. exclusively engaeed in the transport of 

goods. 

They were in great demand during the war because of 

the shortage of railway wagons. The rates charged by them 

were many times higher than the railway rates, for example 

to carry one lump of gul of 32 seers from Kolhapur to Bombay, 

the charge was as high as Rs.2 to Rs.3 • The railway charges 

being only some annas per lump. Comparltive rates of the 

transport of other goods were also similarly very high as 

compared with those of the railways. 

Every goods truck was generally allowed to carry a load 

of 12,500 lbs at a time, but overloading was not uncorr~on. 

The goods transported were canvassed by agents who were 

paid a commission varying from ! anna to 1 anna per rupee. 

Information on other points were similar to that noted above 

for passenger bus;es. 

(~) Casual Labour. 

There were two classes of casual labourers in Kolhapur 

city, (1) consisting of labourers habitually engaged by speci

fic trades, perennial or seasonal in a particular locality, 

(2) the other compris~of a more casual type of labourer who 

offered their services for different types of work at differ

ent places. These two classes of labourers differed from one 

another in many respects such as earnines, duration and ch~ra-
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cter of employment, etc. But one characteristic common to 

both was that the majority of them were temporary itltmierant 

agricultural labourers from the surrounding rural areas. They 

usually came to Kolhapur in October when the crops were 

harvested in the countryside and went back to their villages 

at the time of next sowing in June of the followinp, year. The 

two classes of labourers are separately treated below. 

The first type of labourers were generally found at 3 

places namely (a) the ShahuJ?uri groundnut and gul market, (b) 
{c) 

Laxmipuri grain market and/Kirana Bhusar market tlocated at 

Ferris iilB.rket. 

(!!l Labourers at the Shahupuri Groundnut and Gul l'.urkct: 

It was not necessary to take a count of labourers workin~ in 

this market as the l•,arketing Committee had made it recently 

compulsory for all labourers working here to take out licenc~s. 

In the 1945-46 season,·licenced labourers working in this 

market according to the records of the l·.arketing Coruruittee was 

300. At the beginning of every season in October they generally 

formed themselves into groups or gan~1s and appoinula leader 

for each group for the season. The nuwber in each ~oup varied 

from 5 to 15 persons. The leader of the group contacted 

merchants in the market and attached his group to a shop or 

shops for the season. The earnings of each group were pooled 

together and distributed equally at the end of the season. 

The accounts of earnings were generally kept by the shop 

keepers to whose shops the gangs were attached and who paid 

the amount that was due to them at the end of the year. 
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The main work they did was to carry the produce of the 

seller, say gul or groundnut from the bullock carts on the 

road to the shops, to arrange tt, to puck it up in gunny b~gs 

in case of gul, to reload it in bullock carts after sale, etc. 

The charges for all these items were fixed. 'l'o bring 24 lwnps 

of gul from the cart to shop and to weic;h them, they used to 

be paid 12 annas. Packing and stiching charges were hs.1-2-0 

for 24 lumps of gul. Eight annas was the charge for carrying 

16 bags of groundnut from the cart to the shop. The Larketine; 

Committee had fixed the rates of labourers as follows : 

6 pies per gul lump or one bag of groundnut. Weighing had been 

entrusted to a separate class of licenced wei~1men. 

The average earnings of each labourer during the soason 

differed from group to group. It depended on the work they 

got from the different shops they were attached to. The gross 

earnings varied from Rs.200 to Rs.600 per labourer durinr, one 

season. 

(£) and (.£) Labourers at Laxmipuri <:.nd Lerci'rether 

~~rkets : Labourers working at both these places were attached 

to different shops and they had work all around the year. 

Their total number was in the neighbourhood of 200+ though we 

were not able to check this by an actual count. But the 

estimate was not wide of the mark so far as can be judged from 

other information in our possession. Though the workers were 

attached to particular shops they enjoyed no monopoly of work 

regarding that shop. If an attached labourer was absent on 

duty, any casual labourer available was engaged by the shop-
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keepers. It was also noted that the labourers in both these 

places did not form themselves into ~roups but w'"re attached 

to shops in individual capacities. Their work consist~d of 

carrying goods received by the shopkeepers from carts to the 

shops and also to carry ~:;oods sold to customers from the shop 

to the customer's house or shop or anywhere he wanted. For 

each full bag carried from a cart to the shop and vice versa 

they were paid one-half anna each. For the goods carried for 

customers the rates depended on the distance over which they 

were to be carried and the actual payment was settled by some 

higgling. 

(£) Unattached Casual Labour : Unattached casual 
L; \Lil-

labourers were generally found at places Gangawesh i·iotorstand, 

Laxmipuri .Motor stand, Ferris market, Farsi or Dhusar and 

Kirana r•.arket. There were no labour stands as such in Kolhapur 

as in Poena or Sholapur. These labourers did only certain 

types of work such as carryine the passenger's luggage or other 

things like firewood, grain etc. from shops to customer's 

homes. There were no female workers in this eroup. 

As the available information about unattached casual 

labour was very meagre, we decided to take a count of this 

kind of labourers at 3 places where they worked and sought 

employment. Accordingly we carried out a count of these 

labourers at the three centres on 15th December 1946 and again 

on 24th December 1946. The work was entrusted to our 4 junior 

investigators. At both the counts the total number of workers 

was found to vary betw€en 90 and 100. vie believe that only a 
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few casual labourers could have been omitted from our count. 

The count was trucen at the time when most of the labourers 

from outside would be expected to arrive in the city. At the 

second count we got a questionnaire filled in for every 

labourer enwnerated. The inforn1ation sou~ht was the ac;c, sex, 

caste, place of oriein of the labourers and whether he worked 

seasonally and how lon~ he had been in this line, his income 

during last month, etc. In all 92 questionnair~were filled 
,.J.-

in. The information eathered in this way is set ~ below. 

{!,) Ganp;awesh .hotor Stand The number of labourers 

seeking employment at Ganr;awesh l•,otor stand was 26 at the 

·time of our count. Of these 22 were l·iarathas and the ren1ain-

ing were a Vaddar', a Koshtis, a 11!B.har• and a l·.ohailllll~.;danj. '!'he 

majority of the labourers -- as many as 17 came from adjoin

ing villages. Except one all of them were about 25 years of 

age. Seventeen of the labourers in our count were found to be 

doing this sort of work for more than 10 years. Three of the 

labourers possessed push-hand-carts. Their income varied from 

Rs.25 to Rs.35 per month. 

{~) Laxmipuri Stand There were 25 labourers in 

December 1946. Of these 19 were l-.ara thas, 2 bUslims and reiuain

ing consisting of a l•~ang, a I-iahar, a Charnbhar and a Lineayat. 

Seven of them had hand-carts. Five of the labourers were found 

to be children below 15 years of a~e. The oth~rs were about 

20-25 years of age. Six labourers had taken to this work 

durine the last two years, 7 were doing the work for between 

3 and 6 years, 6 between 8 and 10 years, and 4 between 15 and 
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and 20 years. Gne of the rewainin.~ two \iUS in this line for 

30 years and another for 40 years. Their earninr;s rane;od 

from Rs.15 to Rs.JO per !ilonth. 

(_g.) The Ferris Larket The total nwubc:r of \'iOrkt:'ru 

found at this place was 32. 21 of tht)se were , .<.~ru thas, {I~

!i:ahars, 2 1-lohammedans and the rewaining consisted of a Shi11ipi, 

a Kumbhar, a Dhangar and a Lingayat. Of these 13 were outsiders 

coming from adjoining villa~rus. There were 4 cidldren Ldow 

14. Their work chiefly consisted of carryinc grain, crocoxics, 

etc. to customer"'s' homes. 

Outside the Ferris ~~rket, $ labourers were enwnerated 

of which 5 had hand-carts. Seven of these were !·.arathas and 

one Mohammedan. 
'->"S The earning of these laboururs ~ cstiJ.J:Jted 

to be somewhere between lis .15 and l{s .40 per month. 

(.2) Carting Agents or Hundcl·:aris 

Carting Agents known as Hundekaris, were the most 

important agency in handling goods to and froru the Kolhapur 

railway station. They generally acted as the transport ae;ents 

of local merchants and traders. At the time of our survey 

there were 10 carting agents and 9 or these were included in 

our sample for detailed investigation. Of these one each was 

from B, C and D wards and 6 from C ward. Of the llundeY.aris 

included in our sample, 3 were Brahmins, 2 l·.arathas, 3 Jain a 

and the remaining a l•.ohamruedan. 

The strvices performed by the carting ar;ents were 
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limited in the sense that they did not handle e;oods brour;ht 

into or taken out of the city by roads. Packing unpacking was 

also not their concern. The Hundekari was a sort of specia

lised transport agent, who looked after the transport of e;oods 

from and to the railway station. The local 1"erchants or 

traders had to resort to carting agents for many reasons. If 

the consignee did not remove the goods from the railway goods 

yard within a stipulated time, he was required to pay de

murrage. The exact time of arrival of consignments was 

usually uncertain and the merchants had to pay demurrar;e at 

times for no fault on their part. It was also very inconven

ient for a busy trader to visit the railway e;oods yard every 

day. Once, however, a carting agent was appointed, altuost all 

the responsibility in connection with the consignntent was 

shifted on to him. For his business the Hundekari had to r.o 

to the railway goods yard every day and could keep an eye on 

arrivals of consignments, etc. as a matter of routine. If 

the goods suffered any dama~e after the Hundekari had taken 

possession of it from the railway authorities and before he 

had delivered them to the custouter, he maoe good the loss or 

damage. 

The business standing of .3 Hundekaris in our swnple was 

between .3 to 10 years each; of 2 between 10 to 20 years each, 

and of the remaining 4 between 25 to 35 years each. Five of 

them had started with an initial capital varying from Rs.200 

to Rs.500 each. The initial capital in the case of the remain

ing 4 ranged from Rs.1,000 to Hs.2,400 each. One of them stated 

that he started his business with borrowed capital. 
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The carting agents Generally had two types of clientlc, 

contracted and casual. 5 of the cartingagents had a contra

cted clientle of 12 to 15 merchants each and 3 of 20 to 40 

merchants each. One or the carting agent claimed to be worldne 

permanently for 60 traders. The casual customers varied 

between g and 12 each in cases of 8 Hundekaris and in the C'-lse 

of the remaining they numbered nearly 40. The services per

formed by the carting agents included the book in'"'; of r:ooJs, 

their loading and unloadin~, paying railway ch~r~es on behalf 

of the customers as also paying octroi duty (which were 

recovered later from customers) ,securing wagons for custoL.crs, 

etc. 

The rate charged by Hundekari for his services at 

Kolhapur was 3 to 4 annas per load. But this rate was only 

appliedble to merchants and traders with whom the Hundekari 

had entered into permanent or semi-permanent contract. The 

rate for casual customers was 8 annas per load. The ~arning 

from such casual business was, however, in the nature of a 

windfall. One of the carting a::;ent in our sample derived 

most of his earnings from casual customers only who number~d 

nearly 40 on an averaee. Four Hundekaris in our srunple trans

ported every year between 3,000 to 5,000 cart-loads of gvods, 

3 between 5, 000 to 1 5, 000 cart-loads, and the reu.ainin~ 2 more 

than one lakh cart-loads. 

The bullock cart was main vehicle used. All the 

Hundekaris except two generally hired carts, the latter two 

had their o~m bullock carts, one having three and the other 
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two. They also hired 8 to 25 bullock carts in addition each 

if need arose. The remaining 7 carting ar,ents hirtd usually 

2 to 4 carts each and more if required. The carts usually 

drawn by two bullocks were the prevalent typ~ in Kolhapur city. 

They were generally capable of carrying about 15 to 20 1.<1aunds 

per trip. Their charges per trip ranged from anuas $ to hs.2 

according to the distance over which the eoods had to be carried. 

The yearly gross earnings of throe Hundekaris in our 

sample were estimated at between hs.2 1 000 and Hs.),OOO each, 

of 4 between lis, 5, 000 and Hs .1 5, 000 each and of the reruuininr.; 

2 exceeded Rs,1,00,000. The settlement of accounts with 
w -....s ..,Lo "'-"-" 

merchants ~ every month althou~h workinr, balance up 

to Rs,200 remained every year with the permanent customE:Jrs, 

The total number of employees employed by the carting 

agents in our sample was 15. Of these 9 were clerks and 1' 
markers. The clerks were required to look after the consign

ments their transportation to their respective destinations 

and keeping of accounts. The markers were engar.;ed for putting 

on names, signs etc. on each load to be sent out from r.olhapur, 

Three Hundekaris employed clerks, one employing 7 and 2 

employing one each. The monthly salaries of the 7 clerks were 

Rs.40 each and of the rtmaining two who were part-time 

employees Rs.a and Rs.25 respectively, The monthly salari~s 

of markers ranged from Rs.25 to Rs.)O each in the case of 6, 

while the salary was Rs.15 in the case of the remaininn;. The 

Hundekaris engaeed a gang of Hamals each for the work of 

unloadin~ the goods at the railway ~oods yard. They were paid 



4 annas per cart £or permanent custow..,rs end 8 to 12 annus 

per cart for casual custou,ers. 
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Chapter VI 

Finance. 

We propose in this chapter to deal with all the crcJit 

institutions in the city of Kolhapur as to their methods of 

work, their financial position, etc. The information is baoed 

on our questionnaire and is sup}.lemented by drawing upon the 

Report of the Cozruuittee on Co-operation in Kolhapur under tho 

Chairmanship of B.V.Jadhavrao. 

Historical : Graham does not refer to indigeneous 

banking houses in Kolhapur Town but records that 11 Throur;hout 

the Kolhapur State there are only twenty banking houses. The 

capital employed in any individual house does not exceed 

Rs.50,000/- •••• There is only one house possessing any 

extensive agency, and capable to givin~ Hoondies to the alllount 

of Rs.5,000. From the remainder, Hoondees to the amount of 

Rs.1,000 can be obtained, but only to ~oona, Belgawn, and 

Hydrabdd in the Deccan ----- The rate of interest still vari~s 

from 9 to 12 per cent, excepting among tradeszuan, who in their 

dealings with each other seldo exceed 8 per cent11 •
1 Graha;u 

further remarks, "The Kolhapur bankers have not kept pace with 

their more enterprising brethern elsewhere, and their dealines 

have been hither to confined to usurious transactions within 

the boundaries of Kolhapur State. Some late trifling specula

tion in cotton, however, would lead to the hope that tlley are 

gradually becoraing more alive to their own inte:reBts, and 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Graham, p.272 
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that ••••• their capital will be employed in the llianufactories 
1 and the produce of the country". 

Describing the situation after a passage or about 30 

years the Gazetteer observed "There are nine bankin~ housws, 

of which ei~ht are at Kolhapur and one at i·JS.lkapur, Where 

there is an a8ent or r-.unim, the clerk or Guruasta acts under 

him. Generally there are no !>1unims and the clerk is subordi

nate to his master alone. He is usually a Brahmin and is puid 

{II £ 20 (Rs.200) a year.n2 "There are only three rirws in 

the town of Kolhapur which can cash at once a bill (Hundi) 

up to £ 4000 (Rs.40,000). It is generally the practice of 

the bankers, however, not to draw bills payable at sight for 

lower amounts. The introduction of postal money-orders has not 
3 affected the bankers to any perceptible extent". 

nor the town people, money lenders, traders, shop

keepers, brokers, pleaders and a few highly paid State servants 

••••• save money. Savin~s are mostly invested in ornaments, 

lands, houses, and money lending. lhe Government Savines 

Banks at Kolhapur is used almost solely by State servants, 

pleaders and well-to-do men. In 1881-82 about 150 persons had 

£ 7,500 (Rs.75,000) invested in the Saving Bar~n.4 

"Interest is charged monthly. In larg~ transactions 

--------------------------------------------------------------1 : Graham, p.273 
2 Bombay Gazetteer, p.194 
3 Ibid, p.193 
4 Ibid, p.194 
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the usual rate varies from six to nine per cent a year and in 

small transactions from nine to twelve per cent, but accord

ing to the credit of the individual borrowers this rate rises 

to as much as twenty four to thirty per cent a year. \.11eu 

articles were pawned, the yearly rate is twelve per cent for 

pearls, 7~ for gold and 7~ to nine for silver. In land und 

houses the yearly rate varies froJJ six to nine per cent. In 

grain advances during the rains which are eenerally paid after 

harvest, a quarter of the quantity lent is generally churc;cd 

as interest". 1 

Indegenous bankers houses as described above, how~ver, 

began to decline gradually. Their methods of business were 

not suitable to the new types of trade processes that cwue to 

be developed. This decline was countrywide and Kolhapur 

shared it. Though Dr.Bal~ Krishna noted 62 establisrun&nts of 

Shroffs (dealers in gold and silver, ornwnents and jewels} in 

1926 many o.t' whom were hundi-dealers and money-lenders. 'l'he 

extent of their banking business was not considerable. At the 

time of our survey there was hardly any establishment dealing 

in hundis or doing banking businwss. 

Modern types of banking institutions bee;an to develop 

slowly and the Urban Co-operative Society was established in 

Kolhapur in 1913. Dr.Bal Krishna recorded that in 1926 there 

were two banks in Kolhapur town, the urban co-operative society 

and the Kolhapur Joint Stock Bank established in 1926. The 

position of these two banks at the end of 1920 was as follows:-

--------------------------------------------------------------1 : Bombay Gazetteer, p.194 
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Called up Capital 
lleserve Fund 
Deposits 
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Urban Co-operative 
Bank 

Rs. 15,635 
Hs. 4,365 
lis. 32 1 196 
hs.7,14,949 

Kolhapur Joint 
Stock l3ank,Ltd. 

Hs.3,44,700 
Ks. o9, 540 
Hs. 24,203 
n.s. 13, 1v, 13 5 

Banks and societies multi~lied and expanded steadily 

after 1920 and the position at tho end of 194u was as follows: 

In forma- Paid Up Working Reserve 
Type of Banks Number tion Capital Capitlll Fun de Depo111t11 

received 

Re. Rs. Re. fis. 

1) Joint Stock 
Banks 8 8 10,19,000 3,02,17,000 14,92,000 2,68,58,000 

2) State Co- 71,009 10,35,360 24,25 10,32,935 
operative Bank 

3) Co-operative 7 7 3,0'7,592 26,53,786 2,67,429 2.3,86,357 

4) 

Banks 

Co-operative 23 20 68,0)8 5, 77,393 1,63,044 4,14,349 
Socieites 

No.2, 3, and 4 compiled from the information supplied by the 
Director of Industries, Kolhapur State, and No.I tabulated from 
the Balance Sheets of individual Joint Stock Banke. 

We collected information about the worl~inr, of all the 

4 types of banking institution~ in Kolhapur city ~Iith the aid 

of a questionnaire. This ini'oriuUtion together with other 

information available in official reports, particularly tho 

-Report of the Committee on Co-operation in Kolho.pur" (1945) is 

presented in the followine paees. 

Joint Stock Banks All the 8 Joint Stock Banks in the 

city supplied us the inforruation asked by us. The followine 

statement, compiled from the balance sheet of these 8 banks 
throw .S . 
~light on their financial position in 1946. 
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Combined statement of the position of 8 Joint Stock !3anks 

in Kolhapur City in 1946. 

(1) Paid up Capital 
(2) Reserve Funds 

~ 
Total of 1 p!Ks 2 

(.3) nelosits : 
(a Current Bank a/c 
(b Fixed Deposit a}c 
(c) Savings :3ank afc 

'l,.t:;...,l.. 

Cash 
Investments 

Rs .1 o, 19 
hs. 4,7.3 

(000 omitted) 

Rs.14,92 

1i.s.1,4S,54 
Hs. 46,8$ 
lis. 73,16 

...-.A-

Percentage of J ~ 4 to 5 

Rs. 
hs • 

53,65 
g3,99 

26 .o6;~ 

(6) Loans and Advances 
(7) Profit and Loss 
(8) Total workin~ capital 

Percenta~e of 6 to 8 

Ha.1,30,55 
plus Hs. 4,15 

Hs.3,02,10 

43.2 % 

The total working capital of all joint stock banks in 

the city came to about Rs.) crores. The deposits amounted to 

Rs.2.7 crores. The advances were estimated to be nearly Hs. 

1.3 cDores of rupees. The ratio between workinr, capital and 

the advances was 43 per cent while that of total deposits to 

investments was 26 per cent. 

Loans were generally given either aeainst promissory 

notes, or a3ainst the mortea:e of property like eold and 

silver ornaments or produce like groundnut, gul etc. The rate 

of interest for the clean personal advances varied frorr. 6 to 

9 per cent whereas against the mortgage of gold or silver or 

a~ricultural produce, it varied from 4 to 6 per cent p.a. 
'-' 

Advances against gold or silver orn~~ents were nearly 75 to 
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SO per cent or their market value, and against goods like gul 

or groundnut 50 to 70 per cent or the market value. 

~~ the detailed information collected from the three 

joint stock banks we found that out of Rs.46 lakhs of total 

advances given by them 14 per cent were given against 

personal security, 34 per cent against the mortga~c of landed 

property, 30 per cent against gold and silver and 17 per cent 

against other kinds or goods pledged. 

Co-operative Banks : There were g co-operative banks 

in Kolhapur city, including the Kolhapur Central co-operative 

Bank. We collected information from all th~se. Out of the 7 

Co-operative Banks, besides the Central Co-operative Bank, 4 

had been working for the members of particular communities and 

their membership was open to members of these communiti~a only. 

Communilism had thus penetrated the Co-operation field also 

and was not altogether a welcome development. The Corr@ittee 

on the Co-operation in Kolhapur, under the Chairmanship or late 

.r..:r.B.V.Jadhavrao observed in this connection "In big cities 

such communal societies are not harmful and may be allowed". 

But the Committee think that registration of more corrununal 

societies should be discouraged. 11o such comrr1unal soci~tiea 

should be registered in any part of the State outside Kolhapur 

city. 1 This is rather a lakewarm recormnendation from a cowwittee 

which expressed earlier a disapproval of C0®1unalism penetrating 

the field or co-operation. 

---------------------------------------------------------------1 : Report of the Conmittee on Co-operation in Kolhapur 
-- Chairman !·;r.B.V.Jadhavrao, 194), p.25. 
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.(.;"" 
Before going on examin~the working of co-operative banks in 

the city it is necessary to describe the workine; of the 

central financing agency and its development. 

Central Financine: A.'cency : "The first Co-operative 

society of the Kolhapur State was reeistered in 1913. It was 

then called the Kolhapur Urban Co-operative Society. Its 

present name is the Kolhapur Urban Co-operative Dank. It gave 

financial help to the unlimited liability soci~ties that 

came in its wake. It is lending about li.s.1 ,20,000 even now. 

The Kolhapur Central Co-operative Bank was registered in 1939 

and it provided loans to some societies. But its share capital 
{L.._... 

was ,small and~deposits it could get were limited and it could 

not provide finance to all societies. 1'he Registrar had to 

allow the ~~ratha Co-operative Bank and the Risala Co-operative 

Credit Society to lend to other societies. Darbar also placed 

Rs.1,50,000 at the disposal of the Registrar for the sruae 

purpose." 

" This haphazard lending by a number of agencies had 

disadvantages. The interest incowe of each of these lenders 

was moderate and none of them could employ inspectorial staff 

to see how the societies were doing and how the loans got by 

individual members were utilised. This laissez-faire policy 

led to various abuses. Crop loans as a rule oueht to be granted 

on condition of repayment in full soon after the harvest. But 

the practice of repaying the loans in three annual instal.I"ents 

was adopted, with the result that much more amount was borrowed 

than was actually required for genuine agricultural operations. 

The debtor society and individual borrowers had to borrow three 
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times the amount actually needed by them. The temptation for 

spending on non-productive objects was there and this was sure 

to result in overdues. The urgent need of a Central Fin~ncing 

Agency was noticed by this Committt:e and it submitted to the 

Government a scheme which was approved by the Council of 

Regency in G.R.E.D.No.ll27 of 2.3-.3-1944. The Kolhapur Centrul 

Co-operative Bank then adopted new bye-laws and COIIunencod 

working from."1 

The Kolhapur Central Co-operative Bank was thus reco

gnised as the Central Financing Aeency for co-operative soci

eties and the Government permitted it to raise a loan of 1 lakh 

in the first instance. 2 It was, at the time of our survey, 

of the ~1(~ type but according to the recommendations of 

the Committee on co-operation, steps were beine taken with the 

aim of having all share holders from co-operative societies. 

The number of societies affiliated to it increased from 64 in 

1942-4.3 to 488 in 1945-46.and the amount of loans given by it 

from Rs.59,654 to Rs.5,1.3,191 durinG the same period. 1K 

In 1945-46 the membership of the bank consisted of .3.37 

persons and 151 societies. The total paid up capital was 

Rs.71,009 and the working capital amounted to Rs.11,7qp25-15-6 

The total loans made by the bank came to Rs.5,1.3,191-7-9.0f 

this Rs.2,84,598-5-10 had been advanced to societies and hs.m 
--------------------------------------------------------------
1 

2 : 

Report of the Committee on Co-operation in Kolhapur, 
pp.27 and 28. 
Administration Report for 1943-44, p•60. 
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{; 
1,84,904 £e.r individuals. or the total deposits or ns.9,62,441-

6-6, Rs.5,30,480-4-11 were in current accounts, hs.1,G9,020-1-7 

in savings banks account and the remaininr: were held in fixed 

deposits accounts. The 2xKk directors or the bank had decided 

unanimously to fix p(;ru.anently the dividen.t. of the bank at 5 

per cent from 1945-46. 

We reproduce below the statement/mfxxkt for the y~ar 
~·s~"'""" eo ... ~- ·' • ~.A.;...., 

1945-46 which was received from the ~~. 

Kolhapur which summarises the working and agc;re~ate financial 

position or the co-operative banks in Kolhapur city in the 

year 1945-46. 

Aggregate financial position of theJCo-oporative 

Banks in Kolhapur City in 1945-46, 

( 1 ) l>iembership Individual 
Societies 

(2) Average l-iembership per Bank 
(3) Loans outstandinc; at the close of the 

yeaii with Individuals 
with Societies 

(4) Of which, over-dues by individuals 
by societies 

(5) Percentage or over-dues by individuals 
by societies 

(6) Borrowed Capital: 
(a) From l•iembers 
(b) From Non-l·.t:mber s 
(c) From Joint Stock Banks and 

Co-operative Banks 
T.~ 

(7) Owned Capital: 
(a) Share capital 
(b) Reserve Fund 
(c) Other 

-r ....t.;....l 

(8) Working Capital 

20,78,765 

11 '011 
14 

1,575 

(2.,. 16' 48 '044 
68~167 
98,268 

9,752 
5 per cent 

14 per Ct;nt 

9,14,487 
&,52,691 

5,11,587 

~i¥~2t 

51£.~~ 

3,07,592 
1,35,564 
1,31,865 

5,75,021 
26,53,786 
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(9) Percentage or owned capital to 
working capital 

t 
10) 
11 ) 
12) 

( 13) 
( 14) 
( 15) 

Averaee working capital per Bank 
Cost of i•~anaeement 
Percentage or cost to working capital 
Profits 
Usual rate of dividends 
l•iost usual rate or interest on 
(a) Borrowing 
(b) Lending 

21 per cent 

43,459 
1.5 per cent 

54,523 
6i to n~ 

We give below some detailed ini'orzaation regarding the 

working or Co-operative banks in the city which we collectt:d 

£x by getting a questionnaire filled in by them. 

As per our information, the total nwnber or depositors 

in 7 co-operative banks came to ~.3,836. Two banks had eiven 

a detailed classification or depositors according to the type 

or deposits. In th~ banks there were 1,012 depositors k,~ 
~ 

current accounts, 1,322 savings bank accounts and 222 had fi.xod 

deposit accounts. The total deposits amounted to Hs.19,3G,576 

out or which Rs.5,78,276 or 20 per cent were in fixed deposit 

accounts, lis.8,18,507 or 42 per cent in savinc;s bank accounts 

and the remaining Rs.5,39,793 or 28 per cent in the current 

accounts. 

As for the information retjarding loans we round that the 

aggregate total loan given by all the 7 co-operative banks came 

to Rs.13,75,966 out or which roughly Rs.8,24,797 or 59 percent 

was given against personal security. Rs.1,74,455 or 12 per 

cent against the mortgages or landed porperty, hs.1,4B 1 392 or 

10 per cent against lands,Rs.74,777 or 5 per cent agau1st eold, 

Rs.1,17,505 or 8 per cent against aericultural produce, and 



249 

aJ.o..Jr '} 
Rs.35,980 or 7 per cent ae;ainst othor securities." 

" The overall picture of the workin; of co-operative 

banks in Kolhapur city r,iven above can be supplemented by 

the detailed analysis and COlillllents made on individual banl:s 

on the position of respective banks as at the end of 1943." 

"The Kolhapur Urban has a paid up capital of li.s.4?,4G5. 

Its Reserve fund so desicnat..;d excE:eds Hs.6o,oou, b~.;siC:ca its 

other drunds are really reserves in anothe:r form and amou11t to 

over Rs.64,000. It has got some secret reserve also. Althou.:-.h 

it owns a very good substantial buildine, it is still accULJU

lating a building fund to which even last ycur it appro

priated Rs.4?9. But till recently its lenuine rate was 9.}/B 

p.c. It is now 7! p.c. It ought to be reduced to 6~ p.c." 

" The l•1aratha Co-operative Dank is of only ten years 

standing. Its membership is open to i·.arathas only. Its share 

capital is Rs.22,615, but its Reserve funds amount to Hs. 

21,186, to this must be added Hs.5,237 allotted to various 

reserves at the last annual meetin::. This raises the total 

to Rs.26,42?. Upto this time it has laid aside over hs.6,000 

to the buildine; fund account. And it still n,aintaina the r<.<te 

of Lnterest at 9.J/8 p.c. It ought to be 6k p.c." 
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"The 1-iahavir Co-operative Bank is also cowmunal, admittin~ 

as members only Jains. It was started six years aeo. But in 

such a short time it has collected a reserve fund of Rs.15,318, 

of this the. building fund amounts Rs.5393. In spite of this 

prosperity the lendine rate is maintained at 9~ p.c. n 

"The l>lB.haluxmi is of ten years standing. Its membership 

is confined to Brahmins onlyl It had a share capital of only 

Rs.15,040 in June 1943. But its reserve and other funds at 

the time of the last general meeting amounted to hs.7,848. To 

its credit it must be stated that it wanted to reduce its lendine 

rate to 6i p.c. But the Registrar advised caution and the 

present lending rate is 7f~ p.c. " 

"The Veershaiva is the 4th communal bank confined to 

the Lingayats. 

on sound lines. 

It is only of two years standing. It is 

It has also reduced its lending rate to 

worked 
13 n 

7;t; p.c. 

"The position of the two Employees' banis (1) Kolhapur 

Government Servants and \2) llakha Pancha~at Servants -- "Will 
~ 

now be examined. The first was started twentyone years ago. 

Its share capital exceeds Rs.46,000 total reserves amount to 

Rs.24,3S9. Its owned capital, therefore, exceeds Rs.70,000. 

The working capital is about 2~ lakhs. 1-.embership is 2412.11 

"The primary object of an Employees' co~operative society 

ought to be to encourage thrift and for that purpose its 

bye-laws provide for a compulsory monthly saving per member 

jiCCording to his salary. When this society was first started 

the bye-laws did provide compulsory savings. But unfortunately 
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for the members this salutory provision was allowed to be drop

ped and no savings from members are now insisted upon. ~ot 

only no thrift is encouraged but facilities were provided to 

its members to withdraw their accwnulated savin~s locked up 

in shares." 

" A sxalary earner gets a fixed amount every month and 

ordinarily he is expected to live within his means and not to 

borrow and run into debt. The debtors should be a small propor

tion of the total number of members. But in the Kolhapur 

Government Servants' Co-operative Bank no less than 1566 or 

65 p.c. of its members were in debt on J0-6-1943· The principle 

of thrift is completely discarded and borrowing is encouraged. 

At the time of retirement the majority of men1bers will have no 

savings. And what is worse, they will be debtors to the Lank. 

The pitiable and miserable financial condition of the members 

of the families of those who prematurely pass away can be easily 

imagined. It is the duty of the Registrar to see that thic is 

remedied as early as possible." 

"Over 25 p.c. of the borrowing members of this bank have 

defaulted. These borrowers get a fixed salary every month and 

have no excuse to make a default. The number of defaulters is 

serious and leads one to infer that loans are granted without 
n any consideration of repaying capacity of the borrower. 

"The financial position of the bank itself is also unsound. 

Its owned capital is Rs.70,554, and its total deposits on 30-6-19~ 

amounted to Rs.1,65,J45. But this amount is inflated to the 

extent of Rs.22,840, on account of mutual lending. to that 

extent, which is commonly known as window-dressine. So this 
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amount ought to be deducted from the total deposits as it will 

not be available in an emergency. The total amount of owned 

capital and real deposits comes to hs.2,13,059. The total 

amount of loans is over 95 p.c. of the available amount. This 

is a very serious case of overtrading. The balance she~t 

shows that the bank has in hand and with other societies and 

banks a sum of Rs.47.668. But out of this Hs.22840 oueht to be 

deducted as shown above. The real amount available is thus 

reduced to Rs.24.828. Out of this Rs.10,500 were deposited by 

this bank with others for a fixed period. When an emereency 

may arise this amount may not be available. Thus the actual 

fluid resources dwindle down to Rs.14,32S only. The position 

is extremely risky and drastic steps ought to be taken to improve 

the financial condition. Loaning will have to be stopped for 

some months." 

1~e Ilakha Panchayat Servants Co-operative Bank has 

copied the bye-laws of its elder sister. It is only of five 

years standing. Its owned capital is about Rs.)4,000. Its 

fixed, saving and current deposits amount to Rs.1,97,367, out 

of which Rs.1S 1 579 should be deducted being of the nature of 

window-dressing. The real deposits are Rs.1,78,788 which added 

to owned capital amounts to 2 1 12,788. The total loans outstand

ing are 1,49,025 which means that 70 p.c. of the availaLle funds 

are on loans. This compared to the Government Servants Society 

is better no doubt, but the Committee is of opinion that fluid 

resources are not adequate," 

"In both the Lffiployees' banks the membership is very 

unwieldy and consequently personal touch between the members 
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and the management is absent. The influence and close super

vision of the head of the office or of the department is also 

non-existent. In the opinion of the Committee it will be advi

sable to split up these two banks into smaller societies, each 

consisting of members of one office or of one department with 

the head of the office or department as its President. The 

bye-laws of the Employees' Co-operative society leaflet N should 

be adopted, especially the part regardine compulsory eavinr,. 

New societies thus created out of the men1bere of the old will 

be entitled to ask not only their share capital but also a 

portion of the accumulated Reserve funds including the buildine, 

Shikshan and Dharmadaya funds, in proportion of the share 

capital contributed by them. Current, SavinGs and fixed deposits 

of the seceding members should also be transferred with interest 

upto date. The deposits of non-members and societies or in

stitutions who wish to help the new society should also be 

transferred." 

" It goes without saying that the new societies will have 

to take responsibility for the debts of all members belonging 

to the department, including the overdues. In case the new 

society is unable to pay back the whole amount the balance 

will be treated as a loan at the rate of interest usually 

charged to societies by the Central Financing Agency." 

n It ought to be noted that all the urban banks in the 

city have been successful in attracting capital not only suff±i

cient for the legitimate needs of their members but much more, 

The management is at a loss to kr1ow how to employ surplus funds 

The tendency is to earn as much profit as possible, to pay as 
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high dividend as is allowed, to build up reserves and to raise 

a building fund quickly,n 

" The amount of overdues is very heavy in certain banks 

which shows that loans are granted without carefully examining 

the purpose of the loan, the repaying capacity of the borrower 

and the soundness of security. The Urban is the worst sinner; 

its overdues amounted in all to over Rs.81 1 500 at the end of 

June 1943, i.e. over 33 p.c. of its total amount or loans. 

The overdues of the ~~ratha Co-operative Hank amounted to over 

Rs.32,000 i.e. over 26 p.c. The condition of overdues in the 

Employees' societies is stated above. Overdues in others are 

not so heavy, Their working is more cautious." 

n The causes of heavy overdues in some of the banks may 

briefly be summarised." 

n (1) The inefficiency and sometimes dishonesty of a few 

members of the Board in making enquiries about the solvency 

of borrowers and sufficiency of security offered by them. This 

is probably the chief cause of default. (2) The Board keeps 

all the powers in their hands and does not allow the manager 

to use his discretion even in routine matters. (3) Slackneas 

in referring cases to arbitration. (4) The sense of irrespon

sibility and unaccountability of the Board of Directors." 

n The £±lUl Committee suggest the followin.~ remedies :

(1) The insistence of appointing a competent and experienced 

manager who should also be the secretary of the bank and be 

invested with powers to transact general routine business 
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promptly, (2) He should have a sense of secu~ity and should 

not be removable without the permission of the Registrar, 

(3) The present method of electing the President at the General 

l<ieeting by a direct vote is vicious 
1 

as success in such an 

election depends on wide canvassing and "Khatpat" which a really 

honest man usually dislikes and keeps aloof. !•.any a tirue the 

dignity has gone to one who had improper motives and hud 

brought loss to the bani. The post of the President should 

be done away with. (4) The General Body should elect tho 

members of the Board and they should elect their own Chairruan 

and Vice-Chairman if necessary. (5) The Secretary should not 
1 be elected and the work should be taien from the manar,er, n 

Co-operative Credit Societies : At the time or our 

survey there were 23 such societies functioning in the city, 

Some of these operated on a very small scale. According to 

the information relating to 20 of these societies supplied to 

us by the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Kolhapur Stute 1 

~~presented below, the total paid up capital in 1945-46 

was Rs,68 1 038 and working capital Rs.5,77 1 39J, Their total 

leans and deposits~ amounted to Rs.3,46,311. The total 

membership was 4795 and the loans due frow the members at the 

end of 1945-46 was Rs.J,3J,B75 and of this Rs,J4,031 or about 

10 per cent were dues. 

----------------------------------------------1-~---R;;~;~-~f-the Committee on Co-operation in Kolhapur, 1945 
pp. 14, 1 51 16 1 17 1 18 1 19 1 20 1 21 1 and 22. 
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Combined Statement of the position of 20 Co-operative 

Societies in Kolhapur City. 

( 1 ) 
(2) 

()) 

(4) 
(5) 

Membership 
Average member per Society 240 
Loans outstanding at the close of 
the y~;ar 
(a) with individuals 
(b) with societies 

Of which overdues by individuals 
Percentage of overdues by individuals 
to 3(a) 

(6) Borrowed Capital 
(a) From I•iewbers 
(b) From Non-Members 
(c) From State Co-operative Bank 

Rs. 
4,795-0-0 

3,33,875-0-0 
80,097-0-0 
34,031-0-0 

2,13,475-0-0 
1,30,o$2-0-o 

2,154-0-0 

Total 3,46,311-o-o 

(7) Owned Capital 
(a) Share Capital 
(b) Reserve Fund 
(c) Other Funds 

68,038-0-0 
1,41,217-0-0 

21,827-0-0 
------------Total a,i1,082-0-0 

(8) Working Capital 
(9) Percentage of owned capital to the 

working capital 
(10) Average working capital per Bank 
(11) Cost of management 
(12) Percentage of cost to the working 

capital 
(13) Profits 
(14) Usual rates of dividends 6~ 
( 15) Ji!Jost usual rates of interest on 

(1) Borrowing 
(2) Lending 

5,77,393-0-0 

40% 
28,870-0-0 
10,993-0-0 

1o9fo 
11 '235-0-0 

M 
4! 
7.13/16 

Besides the information supplied to us by Kolhapur 

Government we collected detailed information as far as we could 

from 18 of the 23 societie~ the city with the aid of~ 

questionnair~.Of the6e 12 wepe limited liabilities and 6 un-
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limited liabilities, Six of these had been started sot::otirue 

after 1940 and before our survey, 2 each during 193 5-40, 4 J. '-'-': "'\ 

1930-35, 6 during 1925-30, one in 1917 and the remainin~ in 

1915. The total number of depositors in them were 2122, 

In 5 of the societies current, savinr;s banks account und 

fixed deposit~ account~were maintained, In two others only 

current and fix deposit accounts were maintained. In 7 others 

only fix deposit accounts were accepted and in$ 3 of them, it 

was compulsory for every member to keep sowe fixed amounts of 

a certain fixed percentage of salaries every month in fixed 

deposits. In one of them voluntary fixed deposits bt::sides the 
other 

compulsory ones were accepted. In the/four this was ' 

voluntary. The remaining 4 societi~s reported that they hud 

accepted no deposits at all. They were operating on a very 

small scale. The total fixed deposits in the 18 societies were 

Rs.1,93,Hl5, saving fixed deposits fis.35,884 and current 

deposits Rs.21,015. They had advanced a total of Hs.2,63,500 

as loan to their members. },ost of it nearly 90 per cent was 

against the security of the debtor' a houses. The reznainine; 

had been advanced on the personal security of the debtors. 

A detailed classification of loans advanced according 

to the purpose for which it was advanced was suppli~d to us by 

6 of the societies only. The loans advanced by them totalled 

Rs.95,826, Of this Rs.48,7$6 or 51 per cent had been borrowed 

for repayment of old debts, Rs.22,024 or ~ 23 per cent for 

productive purposes such as expansion of business, buying of 

· cattlef etc. Rs.9,593 or 10 per cent for social purposes like 
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marria'ge ceremonies, Rs.8,347 had been bo1·rowed for building 

and repairing of houses, Rs.6,971 for consumption purposes or 

to balance the ordinary family budgets. 

We, however, like to supplement the above information 

by reproducing here the comments made by thlil Cowrnit. tuc on 

Co-operation on the position of few individual credit societies 

as at the end of 1943. 

"Besides the seven Co-operative Banks, Kolhapur city had 

·22 Co-operative Credit Societies, of which 12 had accepted 

unlimited liability and 10 limited liability. The reports 

of 7 unlimited liability societies and 5 limited liability were 

examined by the Coiillllittee. Of the forruer the Balbhim and the 

Risala societies are very well managed and deserve corwuonda

tion. It is difficult to know why they were reeistered with 

unlimited liability. They work within the city area and majo

rity of their members are non-agriculturists. The hisala is 

purely an Employees society and is worked strictly as such. 

Its financial position is very sound. It had a me1ubership of 

199 on 30-6-1943 and compulsory deposits from members amounted 

to Rs.41,554 i.e. on an averaee Rs.207 per member. Amount on 

loan is under hs.26,0u0. It has lent Rs.8,900 to other socie

ties also. There are no defaulters. The President is Coloncr 

Krishnarao Khanvilkar, who deserves great credit for the sound 

management of the society. It will be better if its example 

is copied by the Government Servants' Co-operative and tbe 

Ilakha Panchayat Servants' Co-operative Banks. 

Shri Balabhim was founded in 191 5 \'tith unlimited 
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liability. Shares were introduced very lately. lt.s shure 

capital is only Rs.5,455 but its li~ocrv~ fund amounts to over 

Rs.66,ooo. It comn~ands very cood confidence among its lllCJ•lbers 

and non-members. It has deposits exceeding Rs.65,0u0. It 

maintains adequate fluid resourctis also. It spends on works 

or public utility which is conm1endable. Both these societies 

should be asked to discard unlimited liability and call thcu.

selves banks and do regular banking business, accevting current 

deposits also. They should also be advised to lower do\m thoir 

lending rate to 6~ p.c. which they can very ~asily do. Doth 

are in a position to reduce th€ir rate of interest even further.n1 

Bhishis : Bhishi was a peculiar type of institution 

very popular and numerous· in Kolhapur. There were 40 bhishis 

in Kolhapur city. It was an institution organised soml:lwhat 

on the lines of a co-operative bank mostly manar;ed and deve

loped by uneducated persons. The report or the CoiMlittee on 
,.(:

co-operation in Kolhapur provides the most authori'tf+ve exposi-

tion and description or this institution and its workin~. 

"The second kind of indigenous co-operation is popularly 

known as a Bhisi. Any nwuber of people come together and 

appoint a panchayat or corr~ittee to conduct a society called a 

Bhisi. Every member undertakes to practise thrift and to 

contribute a certain amount at a fixed interval. Some bhisis 

collect subscriptions every day, some every week or every 

month. Deposits are also taken from melilbcrs or non-members 

----------------------------------------------------,-~--R;~~;t of the Committee on Co-operation in Kolhapur, 1945. 
PP• 23, 24, and 25. 
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and the amount thus collected is lent to needy members at a 

moderate rate of interest. On the expiry of a pre-determined 

term from two to five years all the loans with interest are 

recovered. After paying expense& of management and deposits 

With interest, the balance is distributed among members in 

proportion to their subscriptions. \ihenever the panchaya t 

finds that a borrower defaults, all the members of the body eo 

to induce him to pay and if they find him still recalcitrant 

other members of the bhisi join them and sit before the 

debotr's door, (This is popularly known as Kharane 1 ) till he 

pays." 

"There are more than 40 bhisis in Kolhapur and the 

villages round about have also started many. The chief 

object is the practice or thrift and it has succeeded remarkably. 

A celebrated bhisi in the city at one time distributed among 

the members a sum or Rs.60 1 000. The l·-.anae;er induced them to 

float a banking company and it is now one or the best n1anaged 

banks in the city of Kolhapur." 

"Small retail sh&p-keepers contribute daily to their 

bhisis and at the end of the month draw the amount wanted for 

paying rent, wages to servants or bills of the wholesalers. 

Banking habit is thus taught to those who were fmxaxx~ formerly 

extravagant and improvident." 

· "The Kolhapur bhisi is sometimes misunderstood and some 
take them for nidhis or chit-funds or l•.adras. \/hile the latter 
are not co-operative in spirit or working, Kolhapur bhisis are 
run on co-operative principles and are doing a lot of good to 
their members whose financial position is being gradually 
improved."1 

--------------------------------------------------------------1 : Report of the Committee on Co-operation in Kolhapur, 1945. 
PP• 45, 46. 
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Chapter VII 

Summary And Conclusion. 

Wholesale Trade : 

The main fact that stands out prominently from the 

above study is that the trade of Kolhapur is not a thing of 

bygone days but of recent origin. The trade at the time of 

Graham was limited only to the consumptive needs of the popu

lation. He speaks of the trade in Kolhapur in the following 

words : "Beyond the usual trades and occupation to b~ n1et 

with in every community there are none worthy of mention 

excepting that of bringing wood in rafts down the river which 

is a most tedious and dangerous occupation and undertaken 

indiscriminately by all castesn. 1 The reasons for this can 

be ascribed to the bad state of communications then existing, 

despotism of the then rulers and above all the insanitary 

conditions of the city. 2 The development of trade in the 

city of Kolhapur dates back to 1845, when British Superinten

dence was established. The period that followed marks a new 

epoch in the history of the development of the city of 

Kolhapur and its trade. At the close of the 19th century in 

fact "The life in the town was becoming more enlivened and a 

sort of revival was getting underway •••••• During the period, 

the Shivaji Bridge fording the Panchganga River was constructed 

1----n;;b;;:-o~:ci~::-~:118-----------------------------------

2 : Refer to our Chapter I. p. 
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and roads leading into Konkan from Kolhapur were completed. 

This resulted in the growth of trade and traffic into and 

through Kolhapur and the town came into prominence as a gate-. 
way to Konkan. Trade was further stimulated by the construction 

and opening of the Niraj-Kolhapur Railway line in 1$91. The 

condition 

growth". 1 
in the town was thus favourable for population

The population or the town increased from 43,327 

in 1~52 to 50,329 in 1901. 

It is however in the reign of Late Shri. Shahu Chhatra

pati (1894-1922) that a real fillip to trade and industry was 

given. It was fortunate for Kolhapur to have such a progre

ssive ruler who had a vision and courage to put his ideas 

into practice. He correctly visualized that given proper 

facilities, the trade in Kolhapur particularly in Gul and 

Groundnut would shoot into prominence like anything and there

fore he transformed the Shahupuri area into a big lliarket placo 

and invited merchants from outside places like Nipani to 

establish themselves there and to avail of all the facilities 

given by him for the increment of trade. 2 

--------------------------------------------------------------1 : 

2 

Social Survey of Kolhapur City, Part I-- Population and 
Fertility. By N.V.Sovani. pp.11 and 12. 

It may not be out of place here to say a word about the 
thriving suburb of Shahupuri -- a fitting u.eu.orial to 
Shahu i·JB.haraja -- which was an established and successful 
fact in 1905. Though the idea was as old as 1895 it was 
not taken up seriously until 1902. Within a couple of 
years, the baren plains round the Railway station were 
turned into valuable emporium of the Kolhapur State, 
attracting considerable trade in the export of Jagree, 
Groundnut and similar agricultural produce which conse
quently rose in their ruarket value and contributed to the 
expansion of sugarcane cultivation in the Konkan tracks 
and increased the wealth of the hyots on that side. 
-- 11.emories of H.H.Shri.Shahu Chhatrapati, l·.aharaja of 
Kolhapur by A.B.Latthe. Vol. I, p.252. 
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These facilities consisted of free land, immunity from 

taxes etc. The far-reaching reforms like simplification of 

weights and measures, open auction system etc. could help 

Kolhapur to obliterate the prominence hitherto held by the 

Konkan b~rkets of Rajapur and Chiplun 1 which ultimately dis

appeared. Growth of social and educational institutions, 

establishment of financial bodies like banks, credit societies 

etc. as also the erection of an electric power-house and the 

spinning and weaving mill were soiDe of the special features 

that marked the reign of Shri. Shahu Chhatrapati, which g,l:Jo 

cumulatively tended towards the growth of trade and industry 

in the city of Kolhapur. The later ruler also followed the 

same policy of his revered father and Kolhapur is what it is 

to-day. After the death of H.H.Rajaram baharaj in 1938, 

minority regime un~er a Regency Council came into existence 

and lasted till 1946-47. Under this regime also many wnbitious 

schemes were undertaken and far reaching reforms were enacted. 

It in fact changed the whole face of the city of Kolhapur. 

Wholesale Trade Trade in Gul and Groundnut --

Kolhapur was noted for extensive cultivation of sugarcane and 

manufacturing of Gul even as early as the middle of the last 

century. However, till the outbreak of \'lorld ~ar II, the 

acreage under sugarcane was stationary between 15 1000 to 20,000 

acres but after the War it leapt upto 50,000 acres in 1950. 

It was mainly due to high prices fetched by Gul, the improved 

variety of the sugarcane-plant and the use of machinery for 

irrigation etc. 
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The Kolhapur Gul has its own peculiarities by which it 

has retained its position. It has not only a soothing saffron 

colour and delicious taste but it possesses also an except

ional preservative quality which the other varieties in differ

ent markets like Nira, Karad, or Belapur generally lack. A 

particular brand viz. nshiwaji Brandn has been almost synony

mous with Kolhapur Gul for the last many years. 

Kolhapur Gul has a very big export market far and wide, 

chief among it being Gujrath, consuming l of the total quantity 

produced. We have dealt at length with the various practices 

and methods of the trade in Chapter III and it needs no 

elaboration here. A study of the Groundnut and Gul ~~rkets 

however brings the following facts which need attention. 

Trade in Groundnut : The acreage under grow1dnut at 
IS 

the end of 1945 was more than 1,oo,ooo. A substantial incre~se 

in acreage under groundnut was due to the Central Governn;cnt 

policy of 1 Grow l·iore Food 1 • The Kolhapur groundnut io known 

as 1 Kolhapur Bold I and its sole niB.rket is Bombay. Dur ir1g the 

war, trade in groundnut was completely at a standstill due to 

war-restrictions on the movement of this commodity. In pre

war days the market was fed from far and near places like 

Barsi, Sangavt and Pandharpur etc. which was held up durinr, 

the war period. After removal of the restrictions, the trade 

bas revived. The future for this trade is quite promising 

firstly because there are more than 4 oil mills in the city 

itself, which are the biggest consumer for this comu,odity. 
-\"-<ne- .Jt.I""'1S V>i\~\.s o.. J. oz..w."""""'-

SeCOndly a nry good aend:tlid: has been CI eat&d for ha2!--picked 
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kernels, which is a speciality or Kolhapur. 

(1) The first need of the Gul and Groundnut trade is 

to devise a suitable machinery which would help the producer 

in getting the just price for his crop. Although the producer 

produces a money-crop or such a great value, he is economi

cally dependent on money-lender or adtya from whom he hv.s to 

borrow at a very exhorbitent rate of interest. At the top 

of this, he is ignorant of the money value of his crop and 

having no holding power is in a hurry to sell and as such 

often does not get the just price for his produce. The Royal 

Commission on Agriculture has aptly summarised the defect in 

the following words : 

"From all provinces we received complaints of the dis

abilities under which the cultivator labours in sellinr, his 

produce in the markets as at present organized. It was stated 

that scales, weights, and measures. were manipulated against 

him, a practice which is often rendered easier by the absence 

of standardized weights and measures and of any system of 

regular inspection. Deductions which fall entirely upon him, 

but against which he has no effective means of protest, are 

made in most markets for religious and charitable purposes 

and ror other objects. Large "samples" of his produce are 

taken for which he is not paid, even when no sales are 

effected. Bargains between the agents, who acts for him and 

the one who negotiates for the purchaser are made secretly 

under a cloth, and he remains in ignorance of what is 

happening. The broker, whom he is compelled to employ in 
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large markets, is more inclined to favour the purchaser with 

whom he is in daily contact than the seller whom he sees very 

occasionally.n1 

Fortunately for Kolhapur, the market is now regulated 

and the defects enumerated above have been brou1_;ht under 

strict vigilance and control. However, a sincere effort should 

be made to set up such an organization which not only will 

help the producer to dispose of his goods at the proper time 

and price but also enable him to hold his goods ~rw~Kr 

for some time if necessary. "The a~ricultural departments in 

India have done much to improve the quality of, and to increase 

the quantity of cultivators' out-turn, but it cannot be said 

that they have been able to give them substantial help in 

securing the best possible financial out-turn. The co-opera

tive departments, again, have been too much occupied with their 

primary functions of organizing credits to be able to devote 

much attention to these problems, nor hav~ they been suffi

ciently well equipped with the special knowledge required for 

dealing with them. It is only in a few instances that they 

have been able to give the cultivator material help in dis

posing of his produce. His interests hav~, therefore, in the 

main, been left to the free play of the econon1ic forces Wld 

he has suffered in the process. For, he is an infinitely 

small unit as compared with the distributors and consumers of 

his produce, who in their respective fields, become every year 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture in India. 

PP• )$$ and )89. 
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more highly organized and more consolidated. It is in their 

interests to secure or acquire from the producer the raw 

material they handle at the lowest possible price. ,t.,arkcting 

is the sole business of the distributor, whereas, from tho 

point of view of the farmer, it is apt to be regarded subsi

diary to production.n1 

It is clear, therefore, that some suit~ble machinery 

needs to be provided for the producer which would render all 

relevant assistance in the disposal of his produce and also 

provide him with necessary marketing credit. 

Such organization, we have described above, is the 

co-operative sale society. It should generally be formed with 

the following objects : 

(1) To encourage self-help, thrift and co-operation among 

members. 

(2) To advance loans to members on the security of their 

produce. 

(3) To arrange for the sale of the produce of its members 

to their best advantages. 

(4) To rent or own godowns to facilitate the grant of loans 

to members and sell off their produce kept in the godown. 

(5) To act as agent of those members which are affiliated 

societies in the matter of disbursing and recovering loans 

sanctioned. to individual members of such societies. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
1 : Report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture in India. 

PP• 389 and 390. 



The finance for the co-operative sale societies should 

be obtained from the Central Co-operative Bank and it should 

.advance funds to the farmers against the security of their 

produce and thus provide them with necessary marketing credit. 

The starting of such societius to supply the marketing finance 

to agriculturists was strongly advocated by the Banking Inquiry 

Committee which observed "The organization of co-operative 

sale societies which can advance money to the cultivato1·s and 

enable them to avoid being forced to sell ~heir produce at 

unfavourable rates will go a great way to help the cultivators 

in the case of crops intended for internal conswnption. 1;o 1 

therefore, recommended that co-operative sale societies should 

be established whereever there are reasonable chances of their 

successful workingn.1 We fully endorse the views expressed 

above and suggest starting of more co-operative sale societies 

on the above lines. 

In Kolhapur there is already one co-operative sale 

society founded in 1941 1 which is now fdnctioning very well. 

Ji.any more such societies are needed to carry out the objects 

on lines suggested by the Corr~ttee on Co-operation in Kolhapur. 

nrn the opinion of the Committee the working of the purchase 

and sale union should be linked up with the villa~e societies 

and the Central Financing Agency in such a way that each would 

advance the interests of the other two. The Union should stop 

lending to cultivators for the purpose of rais ine; crops. This 

work of giving loans to rain crops should be done by the 

---------------------------------------1-~--i;;~;t-~f-th;-~dian Central Banking Colllll,ittl:c. Vol.I. 
P• 217. 
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society or the village, where the cultivator lives. The 

society will, whenever necessary, borrow from the bank which 

also will finance the purchase and sale union. The villaee 

society will stipulate in its loan bond that the borrow~r will 

sell through the union produce to the value of at least one 

times the amount of loan and take care to see that he does so. 

The union will sell the produce for the cultivator, realize 
I I 

the amount 1 and send it to the bank with a Patti.. The bunk 

will credit the whole amount to the account of the society to 
' I which the member belongs and send to it the Pat~ The village 

society will then credit the whole amount in the account with 

the cultivator, debit with in'terest, the whole amount lent to 
\ I 

him from time to time and give the Patti and a staten1ent of his 

account to the cultivator, who will thus be able to compare 

the price he realized by dealing with the union and with an 

Adtya. The crop-finance to be provided by the village society 

will, as far as possible, be in kind. The society will f,ive 

a ~etter of request to supply oil cake, chemical fatilizers 

(manure)~ iron ploughs or other implements to the borrower by 

the Union. The Union will deliver the articlus to the borrower 

IIQt and send the credit-note to the bank, l-thich will ~ive credit 

to the Union for the amount and debit it to the account of &kh~ 

village society. It, in its turn, will credit the amount to 

the account of the bank and debit to the account of its 1uember 

as a loan to him". 

"The Union should not accept any deposits, current, 

saving or fixed and should get the necessary fin~ce in excess 

of its own funds from the Bank. The Union should not al~o l~nd 
r 
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any amount to any of its constituents except under speci~l 

circumstances and for very short periods. In this way the 
O....A,. . 

village society, the Central Bank "the purchase and sale 

Union should be linked together, each helpine and benefiting 

the other twon. 1 

(2) The second need is that of warehousing which is 

quite essential for the proper functioning of the trade. It 

not only eliminates the waste, but retains the quality of the 

produce. In Kolhapur there are practically no warehouses 

except the shops of the Adtyas in which the goods are storLd. 

At the time of the season, goods lie on the street in front 

of the shops, thus imparing the quality of the produce. The 

loss, the agriculturist suffers in this way, must be heuvy. 

The question of constructing ware-houses for ~gricul

ture produce attracted the attention of the Bankin~ Inquiry 

Committee in 1931. it observed in this connection : "~·.o, 

however, feel that the experiments should be made ~t selected 

centres, and the benefits of standardization, grading and 

pulling, should be brought home to the agriculturist by thia 

means and by propaganda and education, as 'l'lare-house receipts 

would be welcomed in the money-market and would be a very 

effective means for cheapening the rate for marketing finance. 

we should like to note that similar difficulties existed in 

canada as late as 1907, but have •een overcollie by educative 

propaganda and experience of the services of the ware-houses. 

1~;--R;;~;~-~r-~h;-c~;;i~~;;-;~-c~=~;;;:~i~~-~-K~ih:;:;~------
Kolhapur Government l-ubll.cation lio.95. PP• 5G, 57, tmd 5S • 
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We, therefore, recommended that the question of providinr, 

ware-houses by private agencies and licensing them and the 

provision of capital for their construction, be taken by 

Provincial Governments. The Imperial Council of Agricultural 

Research, which is materially connected with marketing, a 

subject c9ming under the purview of the work of the Council 

under its constitution, might also co-ordinate the efforts of 

the Provincial Governments in this matter". 1 

The Committee also recommended that Provincial Govern

ments should consider the possibility of advancinr, long torw 

loans at lower rates o£ interest to co-operative societies to 

build godowns. 

A reference may not be out of place here to United 

States Ware-house Act, which was passed as early as 1916. Its 

objects were (i) to encourage proper storage of agricultur~l 

products, (ii) to encourage proper and uniform practices in 

warehousing and to eliminate unsound or questionable practices 

and (iii) to develop a warehouse receipt generally acceptable 

to the bankers for loans on agricultural products. 

The Act also provides the licensing of public warehouses 

to store agricultural products so that the integrity of their 

warehouse receipt should be beyond question. 

(3) At present the Koll1apur gul is arbitrarily erad~d 

into three different classes, based more or less on the p~rsonal 

---------------------------------------;-;--;;;~;~-~f-~h;-c;~~ral Banking Inquiry co~ittee. Vol.I. 
p. 222. 
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approach of the Dalal or Khariddar. This givas room to corrupt 

practices at times. Hence it would not be out of place to 

suggest that an attempt should be made so as to classify the 

grades of gul by means of an adequate laboratory or othur 

possible means. This not only will help the vroducer to r!l!ceive 

the just return for his produce but shall also give him an 

impetus to improve the quality of his produce. 

(4) With the increasing trade the present n1arket is 

quite insufficient and presents many difficulties to the market

ing committee as regards collection of statistics or import 

or export, for it is open on all sides and as such no proper 

check can be maintained on the arrivals and sales. Therefore 

the construction of a new spacious market is quite imminent. 

We have been informed that the Committee has alreQdy taken 

steps to mobilise the plan of a new extensive market with up

to-date storage facilities and other amenities. 

While concluding we have to sound a note of warning 

that there is every possibility of the trade in groundnut 

being diverted to Sangli Market because it not only has the 

advantage of the same hinterland for the produce and similar 

communication facilities, but in addition has also the advan

tage of having a Futures I•.arket. l•,oreover the disparity 

between the methods of these two nearby n~rkets may cause 

diversion of the trade, if better facilities are available at 

sangli. 

Retail Trade : The retial trade is perhaps the oldest 

form of trade and is very widespread throughout the world. 
( 
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Along with other human activities, the form of this trude hv.s 

undergone immense changes during the last few centuries. The 

moving pedlars or periodical fairs of the old times havo 

gradually made room for permanent retail shops of the modern 

type. In Western Countries the retail organization has reuched 

its peak in the form of multiple shops, chain stores etc., 

though very little headway is made in our country. Ho1~ever 

the general characteristics oi' the. retail organization in our 

country have also undergone certain changes in the last two or 

three decades. The combination of grocery and provision, 

cloth and tailoring or appearance of specialized shops like 

hatters, readymade cloth etc. can be quoted as few of the 

examples which reflect the change in the retail trade. 

Apart from retailing by shops there is non-shop retail

ing : Weekly markets, hawkers, street vendors, milk retailers 

etc. We have dealt with these in detail at appropriate places. 

It should, however, be noted here that all these types appear 

to have roots in the public's demand and wants; otherwise they 

would make no profits and disappear. These institutiona 

therefore can not be regarded as unwanted or wasteful. These 

non-shop retailing have been the natural outcome of the peculiar 

social and economical conditions of the town and the p~ople 

and they exist as:necessi.h in the puJ:Uc interest1 ~~~c.. 

Structure of the Retail Trade In the city of 

Kolhapur, there is a predominence of 'small units' or what may 

be called as 'one-roan shops'. They have accounted for nearly 

40 per cent of the total retail units. Going further into 



274 

detailed classification of the retail organizations in th~ 

city, we find that as many as 12 per cent of thw total retail 

shops come under the first category viz. building mutcri~ls, 

furnishing and household requiremeuts. '.fithin t.his catogor:,, 

the shops dealing in Gold· and Silver orna.I~lents predominate; 

they alone account roughly for 8 p~::r cent of the total l'~.;tail 

establishments in the city. The second category under which 

comes food, drink and tobacco accounts for nearly )6 per cent 

of the total retail units. They are indeed responsible for 

the large number of retail units. We have here again to 

remember the importance in nearness in shopping particularly 

in shops catering for daily needs. Shops dealing in raw food 

under this category represent roughly 17 per cent, prepurcd 

food-stuffs 11 per cent and tobacco, drink etc. 3 p~::r c<:nt. 

The textiles, fibers and leathers fallinr, within the third 

category come to about 23 per cent of the whole. This c~n be 

seen from the following table 

Table No.1 

Distribution of Shops by Wards in the City of Kolhapur. 

------- -------- ----- ---------- -------- ----- -------- --------
Building Textiles Paper Toilets Vehicles 

Wards ¥~terial Food Fibers, Station- Sports Accesso- z..isc. Total 
etc. Leathers ery etc. etc. ries etc. 

I II III - IV v VI VII 
-------- ----- -------- -------- ------- -------- ----- ----------

A 42 108 77 6 29 12 20 294 
B 77 134 119 25 71 ~~ 34 474 
c 176 484 342 53 132 103 1,356 
D 29 163 76 15 gg 28 30 429 
E 31 176 59 4 39 39 5 353 ----- -------- -------- ------- -------- ----- ---------- -------- 359 159 192 2,906 Total 355 1,065 673 103 

-------------- -------- ------- -------- ----- ---------- -------
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Another ahgle from which the same question can bo approa

ched is by finding the average number of persons served by cuch 

different type of shop. In the city of Kolhapur there exiots 

one shop for every .36 persons. This comparos well or ratl1 ... .:r 

surpasses the average of Poona in 19.38 wherein it sel3ms tlu.:. t 

there was a retail unit after 50 persons. Uur ratio is also 

comparable with that of English cities which ran~ed in 19.31 from 
1 47 persons per shop in .!>lanchester to 76 in London. The 

enclosed table gives the retail shops and the population 

served by each shop. 

Table No.2 

----- ------------ ---------- ----------Number of Population Population 
Wards retail shops served per unit ----- ------------ ---------- ----------
A 294 21,220 72.1 

B 474 20+4.30 4.3.1 

c 1 ,.356 21,0.30 15.5 

D 429 21,320 49.6 

E 353 21,900 62 ----- -------- -----
Total 2,906 1,05,900 36.44 ----- ------------ ---------- ----------

It can be seen from the table that the majority of the 

shops are situated in Ward C; they have particularly clustered 

round the r.;unicipal Buildings, which tws a centre of busineoa 

from old times. Wards A and E are de~eloping now and establishing 

1-;--i;~;ii-Di;~;it~~i~~:--;:---------------------------------
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as new suburbs, and naturally perccntar;e or trade cat.-.bliuh• 

menta on this side is still very mea-::re, because there is 

practically no shopping area, except a wholesale marl;ct or 

Gul and Groundnut in Ward J.:.o B and D wards, in which tho 

population per shop is above 40 and below ')0 1 rot<lil sl.op:; 

seem to have been fairly distributed. Takin~ into consi· 

deration, the individual cateeori~s and the population s~rvod 

by each category as can be seen from the above table, the 

shops dealing in food are more in proportion than oth..:r typos 

of shops. Next to food comes textiles and fibres and thc.ir 

percental'_';e is about one shop P'-r 157 pernona. Do;.;.linr·s in 

building materials etc. have been multiplied durin:~ rece1Jt 

times due to the developm<>nt scher,;es of the Kolht.pur Goveru

ment and establishment of new suburbs etc, 

vfuile considerinr, different typos or retail ahopo ~s 

distinguished by the e:oods they handle' it is ro::ssiblc to l:o 

a little further in depicting an avera~., acale of operation. 

lie have collected the data regardin~ the annual turnov(jr of 

the retail shops in the course or our inquiry. It throws 

sufficient lieht on the atomic nature or the retail trade 

barring all the shortcomings in the available data. we eive 

below the estimated annual turnover or a few ot the shopa : 
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Table No.3 

------------------- ----- --------------- -----------------No.or Estimated Averar,e annual 
Name Shops annual turnover turnover per unit 

------------------- ----- --------------- -----------------• Rs. Rs. 
Cloth 27 18!82,000 69,700 
Shroffs 21 8 62,000 41,000 
Book sellers 4 86,000 21,500 
Stationery 16 2,79,300 17,456 
Timber 6 1,01,800 16,800 
Lodging & Boarding 12 2,03,500 15,275 
Fish and 1-Iutton 8 1,07,500 13,437 
Brass and Copper 6 70,000 13,150 
Chemists & Druggists 11 1,39,000 12,636 
Hotels 36 4,18,300 11,619 
Grocers 75 5,40,900 7,346 
Fuel 29 1,41,900 4,893 
Vegetables 13 46,900 3,607 
Cold-Drinks 16 42,416 2,650 
Cycle dealers 26 53,350 2,051 
Pan Shops 25 62,500 2,500 
Laundries 25 24,820 992 
Tailors 79 75,050 950 
Saloons 31 27,500 887 

------------------- ----- --------------- -----------------

These figures are only the gross turnovers. Except the 

. cloth and s~off shops, which have an annual average turnover 

of 70,000 and 41,000 respectively, othbrs as many as 8 have a 

turnover of more than 10,000 and below 20,000. If we calculate 

the net income of these establishmbnts at an average of 12 to 

15 per cent, it will be evident that an average shop-keeper 

had an approximate income in between two to tr~ee thousands 

each. This itself shows the atomic nature of the retail tr~de 

in the city. 

Another angle from which to approach the structure of 

retail trade is that provided by the averaee number of persons 

employed in each shop. We h::;.ve already stated that as n.uny as 



'!'able No.5 

Clasai!ication o! Retail Shops on Caste Basis. 

-------------------------
•• 3~~ ·! -----~---

__ J ______ i l i i ~ l J £ I f ! j 1 J t illli_l 
Grocer;y 

• 
" 
" 

23 
3 

11 
3 

40 

Stationer;y 6 
5 

Gr811l 10 
Parched Rice and Gr811l 6 
Gold and SUver 21 
Cloth 27 
Stationers 15 
Chemists 11 
Brase and Copper 6 
'l':lmber 6 
Firewood 29 
Steel and Iron 1 1 
Bicycles & Accessories 26 
Wathh Kepairs 7 
Tailoring 79 
Restaurants 36 
Boarding & Lodging 12 

Pan-Bidi 
Vegetables 
Book Sellers 
Araeted Waters 
Sweetmeats 
Barbers 
Mutton Shops 
Laundries 
Glass Bangles 

25 
13 
4 

11 
8 

31 
8 

25 
5 

1 

9 

3 
1 

13 

1 
3 
6 

6 

4 

15 
2 

19 

25 
21 
6 

16 
5 

9 
3 

5 
4 
2 

2 
1 ,, 6 3 

1 1 

2 

6 

1 

4 
6 
4 
9 

«6 

13 

3 
2 
1 
t 
2 
3 
1 

5 
3 t 
3 4 
2 1 
3 t 
4 

1 

1 
1 

1 
S+5(Udapi) 
3+t(Udapi) -, 

2 
2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

, 

, 

l 

4 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 1 

1\- .. , 

1 1 1 

5 
, t 

10 1 

1 1 
2 

2 
2 
6 43 t 

6 
6 

4 

3 

1 1 
1 

(Koshti) 

1 

1 

2 

, 

-

1 

4 
1 

-
1(Bhoi) 

2 1 t 

t 

2(Mali) 

2 
1 
1 

6 

23(Parita) -

----------------------------------------Total 1 165 60t-6 46 13 9 59 12 2 6 2 1 6 1 -----------------------------------Percentage 34 14 10 - 7 12 6 5 --------------------------------
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40 per cent of such shops are owned and conducted by the 

proprietor himself. This percentage is higher in comparison 

to that in Bombay which is 13.78. 1 

The table enclosed below shows that there were nearly 

.39 per cent of the retail shops \'lhich engar,cd two to throe 

persons each, and nearly 550 shops or 20 per cent of the r~tail 

shops engaged persons above 4. Only 28 shops have been record-

ed to have engaged more than ten persons each. 

Table No.4 

-------- ----- ---- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- -------No. of Group Group Group Group Group Group Group Perc en-
Persons I II III IV v VI VII Total tage 
Employed -------- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- -------

1 91 405 312 .30 196 65 112 1 ,211 41.7 
2-.3 171 417 234 47 134 $4 64 1 ,151 39.6 
4-6 72 178 91 22 26 9 12 410 14.1 
7-10 16 51 28 3 3 1 4 106 3.6 
Above 10 5 14 8 1 28 -------- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- -------
Total .355 1065 673 10.3 .359 159 192 2,906 -------- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ------

Looking to the table of the census of establishments we 

.find that nearly 15 per cent of the workers are engaged in the 

.first category. Nearly .38 per cent are engaged in food and 

drink shops. Under it, the percentage employed in raw-food 

shops is 1.3, in prepared food-dealers 18 and 4 p~r cent in 

tobacco and drinks. In the third categor1 shops dealing in 

textiles and fibres etc. employ nearly 24 per cent of the \'/hole 
--------------------------------------------------------------1 : Report on the Inquiry into v.ages, Hours of v.ork Condition 

· of Employment in the H.etail Trade of some To\'ms of the 
Bombay Presidency. p.2. 

~ 
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labour. 

Caste Composition of the Retail Trade : Our survey has 

yielded certain very interesting information regarding the 

caste composition of the retail trade. It can be seen from 

the table enclosed below that out of 483 sample shops taken 

for our detailed investigation nearly 34 per cent of the shops 

were owned by I-'mrathas; next to l.arathas come Brahmins, 

Shimpis and Jains which account for 14, 12 and 10 per cent 

respectively. The residue of 30 per cent is divided betwe~n 

nearly 18 different castes. At the time of Dr. Dal Krishna, 

the l•iarathas accounted for 26 per cent, I·lohammedans 15 per 

cent, Brahmins 12 per cent and 37 per cent the remaininr, castes.1 

The table, besides this, also reveals certain recent trends 

in the caste composition of the retail trade. Whereas there 

were certain occupations in older times which were carried and 

owned exclusively by a certain caste e.g. barbers, laundries, 

mutton stalls, sellers of glass bangles, dealers of brass and 

copper utensils etc., in recent times other castes are creeping 

in their fields, even if the nature of the occupation is 

regarded low in the social scale. It should, however, be noted 

that thouen the ownership has passed to some capitalists of 

the other castes the actual work is carried out by the here-
. skll 

ditory castes alone and thus caste system predominates in those 

~-- ~ \..... fields e.g·. Hair Cutting saloons. Though~~ shops~ owned ~ \ 

~wrath~ the workers are more or less the srune casterbarbers. 

Similar is the case with laundries. 

--------------------------------------------------------------1 : See Table No.6 in Chapter I. 
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There are, however, certain shops in which caste system 
6-.. '\ ..... .A... ... \1..., ,....... ~. 

has pFaetJ.sadlJ.J,!a.tJ.i.lilh\Hi. Few of them are gold and silver 

shops, tailoring, boardir.g and lodgine 1 veeetables, glass 

bangles etc.({: ..... c....,..v,.i~'""" s~e ~ 't~e N'o.,, ~v. .:r) 

Location of the Retail Trade The shops that gene-

rally cater for the daily needs are found to be fairly dis

tributed all over the city. Some special categories of shops 

like cloth-shops, hardware, bhusar etc. arc more or less con

centrated in particular localities from pretty old times. 

However recently there is a general trend amongst these to 

leave their old abodes and to spread over to different loca

lities. The following two tables will bear out the above truth. 

Table No.6 

Few of the Types of Shops having a fair distribution 
among all Wards 

----- ------- ------ ----- ------- ------- ------ -------
Wards Grocers Fuel Resta- Tailors Saloons Cold Cycle 

Depots Drinks Dealers ----- ------- ------ ------ ------- ------- ------ -------
A 57 18 23 66 17 1 12 
B 46 28 26 64 30 10 14 
c 90 39 66 149 57 29 54 
D 54 23 25 67 41 8 25 
E 61 24 48 45 20 10 29 

----- ------- ------ ------ ------- ------- ------ ------· 



Table llo.7 

Few of the Types of Shops with a Tendency of Concentr~tion 
in Certain Wards 

----- ------ ------- ------ ------- ----- ------ ------ -------Gold & Second Brass & Fish 
Wards Silver Hand Bhusar Copper Chern- Furni- and Leather 

Iron \'/are ists ture Z.lutton 
Dealers ----- ------ ------- ------ ------- ----- ----- ------ -------

A 3 2 1 1 8 3 2 
B 46 2 15 2 c 59 23 44 20 12 19 31 31 D 2 1 3 5 6 3 E 6 2 2 ----- ------ ------- ------ ------- ----- ------ ------ -------

The towns generally do not concentrate the shopping 

population when they grow beyond a certain size. The suburbs 

are thus created and their linkin8 with the town is made 

possible by the improved facilities for travel and quicken 

access to the town. These suburbs in fact become the seat of 

revival of small shops. They for111 the new shalls for the 

development of retail units of relatively small size. \'lith 

the growing to~m like Kolhapur thG above truth stands out 

prominently. 

Gro~~h of Retail 1rade in Kolhapur since 1852 : From 

the tables that have been presented in Chapter I, it will be 

seen that at the time of ~~jor Graham, 27 types or retail 

shops nurubering 543 are recorded. According to the survey 

carried out by Dr.Bal Krishna in 1926 and our cen~us of esta

blishments in 1945, there are 60 typ<.:s of retail shops. l·,ajor 

Graham records no specialization in retc.il trade ~;hereas 
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there is a marked tendency towards specialization, in recent 

times. Comparing our census of establishments with the sur~ 

of Dr.Bal Krishna, it seems that the growth of retail shops 

in Kolhapur is very rapid more than double. The growth is 

particularly marked in categories Nos. 1 , 3, 4 and 5. 'l'he 

shops dealing in toys and toilets show an increment of 300 

per cent. It seems, therefore, that shops dealings in luxury 

articles have sprung up during the last decade. The other 

significant increase is recorded in the category of building 

materials, furniture and household requisites. This was more 

than 15 per cent. This increase was a natural consequence of 

the growth in population and size of the city. The increase 

in the category of vehicles and accessories shows the growing 

tendency of the public to use vehicles in recent times. 

Our study of retail shops eo far has shown that they 

are being multiplied every year, in spite of the competition 

amongst themselves and from wholesale dealers. The older 

economists thought that free play of fair competition might " 

halt the growth of retail units, but the history of retail 

growth in Western Countries and elsewhere shows contrary 

results. "The prejudices of some political writers against 

shopkeepers and tradesmen are altogether without foundation;" 

wrote Adam Smith, "so far from it being necessary either to 

tax them or to reduce their number they can never be multi

plied so as to hurt the public though they may be so as to 

hurt one another •••••• Their competition might, perhaps, 

ruin some of themselves but to take care of this is the busi

ness of the parties concerned, and may be safely left to their 
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own discretionn.1 

The present trend of thought is different and we no 

more are prepared to rely solely on the process of survival 

of the fittest as the sole guarantee against too many shops. 

The system of price-maintainance by trade unions in Western 
• it'\ 

Countr1es has • fact shaken the very foundation of the old 

theory, which relied on the free price-competition. 

The multiplicity of the shops can be explained by the 

consumer's a·ttitude and habit. The small shop always maintains 

a favourable position, when nearness to home of the consumer 

is important. It is generally a habit to buy 'round the 

corner' especially in the lower and middle-class, where saving 
• 

of time is essential to the mode of their livelihood. Another 

factor after nearness, that retains the popularity of the 

retail organization, is financial. The small shop keepers 

have special facilities and opportunities to have the personal 

knowledge of each customer, which enables him to sell them on 

credit. This naturally attracts the customer to stick to 

particular shops for his requirements in spite of the tempta

tion of his getting goods at cheaper rates or at his choice at 

distant shops. 

A social aspect of the retail organization cannot be 

overlooked. The possession of a small independent shop means 

an honourable living, thouzh such independence may mean any 

amount of worries, anxieties, drudeery and insecurity etc. 
--------------------------------------------------------------1 : Adam Smith.--Wealth of I:ations. Chapter V. 



2$5 

There are also traditional feelings attached to small family 

businesses which have been left by the grandfathers to their 

sons and grandsons. This traditional feeling of pride and 

attachment obscures all the elements whether economic or 

financial. 

The problem of too many shops, though not very serious 

at this juncture when the city is growing, may seriously 

confront us in near future in case the same pixEE pace of 

multiplicity of shops is ruai~tained. It is, therefore, very 

necessary to have some sort of rational planning by which the 

proper ratio of retail shops with the population can be main

tained. In fact maintainance of the present number without 

new additions will considerably help us to avert the evil of 

too many shops in future. 

The study of retail shops so far has brought home the 

fact that its development is not preplanned and is without 

any rational basis. That is one of the reasons why there is 

plathora of shops in one line, say food, drinks, kirana, bhusar 

etc. while there is a dirth in other lines like chemists, 

Drgggists etc. Even the distribution of shops in the city is 

uneven. We here take an opportunity to suggest that in future 

a sort of licensing system should be introduced for the ~sta

blishment of retail shops and while issuing new licences, care 

should be taken as regards the location of the shop and need 

of the locality concerned. 
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General : All problems relating to the wholesale 

and retail trade have been dealt with at length in the prece

ding pages. It is now possible at this stage to sketch a 

broad general outline of the trade of the city of Kolhapur as 

a whole. 

There are in all about 3,100 shops employing about 8,000 

people in them. Out of these only 6.5 per cent are wholesale 

shops, but this percentage cannot be tru{en as an exclusive 

representation of the same, for reasons already stated in 

Chapter II. Dr. Bal Krishna's survey records only 4 per cent 

of shops as purely wholesale and assigns 12 per cent of them 

to special category, doing both wholesale and retail, but he 

does not clearly indicate on what assumption he has based this 

distinction. It will suffice for our purpose to say that 
and 

except trade in gul and groundnut/in pulse and grains before 

being controlled and put under rationing, all the so-called 

wholesale units were units of mixed type doing both wholesale 

and retail business. 

Gul and groundnut forms the biggest wholesale trade-head, 

Every year, more than 10 lacs of lumps of eul are sold through 

the Shahupuri market; as for groundnut trade, there being 

restrictions on the movement of the commodity, it was almost 

at a standstill at the time of our survey. This trade alone 

comprises half the strength of wholesale shops and nearly half 

the number of employees. ·Next place can be assigned to the 

trade in pulse and grains. But unfortunately this trade was 

totally withheld for the time being, due to foodstuffs being 
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rationed by Government and therefore we could not deal with 

this trade in our Survey. In prewar days food grains from 

places like Latur, Barsi, Pandharpur, Akkalkot, Bijapur, 

Karad, Hubli and from the State itself used to come to the 

Kolhapur market where they were sold through commission aeents. 

With the exis~ence of a cloth mill and a considerable 

number of handlooms all over the State, one would naturally 

expect Kolhapur to be a big wholesale cloth and yarn n1arkct, 

but lately Jaisingpur has developed into a big cloth market 

and as such, much of the wholesale trade has diverted to Jai-

• singpur, where the establishment expenses are very low, and 

no prohibitive octroi like Kolhapur is levied. As regards 

retail trade no elaborate con®ents are needed here. The trad~ 

in retail outlets is growing with the growth of population. 

A reference can be made here about the effect of esta

blishment of industries on the extent and content of trade as 

a whole. Although no sufficient data are available to draw 

definite conclusions, we can roughly state that it has to 

some extent affected trade.a A few examples can be cited in 

this connection. With the growth of foundaries and iron 

works, shops dealing in iron and steel goods and raw materials 

required for these, have been increased six times than what 

they were in 1926. Establishment of oil mills has created 

many more outlets dealing in oil, oil-cake and its concentrates. 

Erection of the power house has necessitated the growth of 

shops dealing in electrical goods. 
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With the advance of time, structure of trade is bound 

to undergo a change and Kolhaptir is no exception to this. 
In 

both wholesale and retail tr~de i 1 
~ , spec a ization h<.s r;ivcn 

birth to special types of establishments dealin~ exclusively 

in one commodity e.g. Hirada, oil, cocoanut and the like in 

wholesale, while electric materials, photo accessol·it:s, sports 

gods and toys, .cycle and motor parts, r~ady-wade clothes etc. 

in retail. Certain suitable combinations have also tak ... n place 

in retail trade as can be seen from shops like cloth aud 

tailoring, hotels and provisions etc. 

The location of wholesale trade is more or less fixed 

as a result of the policy of the Kolh<>.pur Governli•ent in 

connection with the planned development of the city. A speci.:.l 

grain and pulse market (LaxmipUrl U.t'.rket) and a gul and r;round

nut market are the outcome of the policy. ·The location of 

other wholesale and retail trade in old times was round ~bout 

the Palace and the Ambabai Te111ple which forwed the neuclus ··. 

of the town. But with the expansion of the town the new 

suburbs like Shahupuri were developed. Besides, these new 

suburbs, particularly Shahupuri, were connected with the Miin 

town by the construction of the Wilson Bridge in 1927. It 

helped to divert the old shopping area to this new localities 

and in the course of time Shahupuri and Laxmif'uri which were 

undeveloped then became the thriving centre of busin~as. 

As regards the number of employees we have already 

stated that there were about a,ooo persons engaged in both the 

trades. This figure includes o-..mers, who wert: found actually 

1wrking, but excludes the rr.anual labourt;rs like coolies, b<...n;...ls" 
\ 
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etc. who are directly connected with the trade. l•iost of the 

labour employed in wholesale and retail trade is of the type 

of semi-clerical or manual. and there was no time restriction 

on *hz ;I; he ef their work in~ at the time of our survey. As 

such they used to work even for 12 to 14 hours in some co.scs. 

Payraents also were very low as already shown by us in Chapter 

We cannot conclude without making a reference to the 

fact of the merger of Kolhapur State with the Bor.1bay State 

1947-48. Kolhapur has since then lost all the special care 

and privileges it used to enjoy as a capital of an independent 

State and as it is now to share the same common fate of its 

equals, the other suggested ambitious schemes like development 

of a tobacco market and the like will have to be given up due 

to the loss of special supports necessary for the devclo,pment 

of the particular trade. Even before the merger all such acts 

that were promulgated to help trade in British India were znade 

applicable in the Kolhapur State with certain chanees nece

ssitated by local conditions and therefore it cannot be said 

even after the merger that trade in Kolhapur has been sub

stantially affected. 

'f, \. 0 




