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PREFACE 

This study analyses and examines how far agriculture 

provides employment to the population engaged in it and 

what is the nature of such employment. For a proper appre­

ciation of the nature and magnitude of the problem 

concerning this, it has been examined in the background 

of the structure of agricultural-1ndustryand its relation 

to the population engaged in it in different parts of the 

country. 

For a detailed analysis in its micro aspect, the 

study pertains to the regions covered by farm management 

studie. under first and second series ot survey. It 

examines the extent of selt-employment and hired labour 

employment in agriculture, in general, and in crop produc­

tion in particular, and the factors affecting the use of 

selt-employed and hired labour. 

Among various studies on the employment aspect of 

agricultural worker. not enough attention has been paid 

to the nature and extent of labour inputs used in crop 

production. Most of the studies,confine attention to the 

problem of disguised unemployment and under-employment and 

generalize that the small farmers invariably sutfer trom 

large scale disguised unemployment without really going 

into the details ot farm size-groupwise analysis of the 
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labour input used and output obtained. This study makes a 

modest attempt to bring to the light, with the available 

published information the complexity of the problem. 

The research underlying this study was carried out 

at the Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, Poona 4. 
It was preceded by one-year pre-doctoral training imparted 

by the Institute. 

This work owes much to Professor v. M. Dandekar, my 
research guide,who helped me in various ways all through 

my work. I take this opportunity to record my deep sense 

of gratitude to him. 

I am grateful to the Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research for the financial assistance extended to me to 

carry out the doctoral research programme. 

I am equally grateful to the authorities of the 

Gokhale Institute of Politics and EconomiCS, Poona, for 

providing me with all the facilities and for offering me 

a ~unior Fellowship during the later part of my work. 

Thanks are due to Mr. G. K. Misra and Miss S. Bary. 

for helping me in preparing graphs and diagrams and to 

Mr. V. N. Inamdar tor neatly typing the thesis. 

Help and co-operation received trom my colleagues 

and other research scholars are also acknowledged with 

thanks. 
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