
· EC()NOMlc sruov oF. A: ·-R~Gior.{· 
. W.iJH·· S~ECtAL·J~EFERENC~~-·t():;··· 

. . . ' '. ) .. ·. '• ' ' . . . .. ·-, · .. ,-: . ·-. •. :· . .- .-: ' ; _- ~ . .: - '... ' ... 

. · .. rFn:: do,Ns·uM~rloN >t~'A:rfERN .. ~··· 
;A ·-~~-~~tL:··-R·E_G.ldN·•·.··i·N:··).~·~k~b~j~G·R.···.:· .. :· 
······.·o···.J~·r··-··.~·~···c· ,T·:·:r~A~·~~·.~·R·· .. ··-.•A· :S····H.;R>A, ·~-s·#:·~~E·,;_.· . 

. . ' .. ~ r'i .il '( ......... - n .. ~~~ .... ' -, :'1' -· "l:;c .. . . ,· . . . . . .' ,.,: .. ' :·.: .... ·, '~ ··. . . '. '. .,· ·' -.-.:< . ·, 

' M 0 SA'TH.E . ,i I .l : .i . .. .. . . 



Economic Study of a Region 
with Special Reference to 
the Consumption Pattern·· 

A Tribal Region in Ahmednagar 
District, Maharslltra State 

A THESIS 

SUBMITTED TO 
THE UNIVERSITY OF POONA 

FOR THE DEGREE OF 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

BY 

MADHUSUDAN DATTATRAYA SATHE 
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS, 
UNIVERSITY OF POONA, 
POONA: 

NOVEMBER 1967. 



AC K',!OWLEDG EMENTS 

It is indeed a pleasant feeling, not 80 much a 
formality to thank those who have been helpful in a num• 
ber of ways. It is all the more so when it is to be 
acknowledged at the end of the thesis. 

I am very much indebted to Dr. K. M. Mukerji and 
Shri R. V. Patankar. Dr. lJiukerji was much more than a 
guide and academician and Shri Patankar much more than 
a social worker. It was at hie instance, I dfllcided to ' 
study the economic problem of a tribal region where he 
had stationed himself in the capacity or a social worker. 
Hie familiarity with the people and their problem made 
my stay at Rajur quite a rich personal experience. 

Also l must mention my friend Shri V. D. Deshpande 
who made plenty of sugreetione to improve ·the style of 
presentation. My colleague Shri R. 'Hadhakriehna was 
very much helpful in the analysis of consumption aspect 
of the problem. 

Shri Modak, Shri Rajguru,· Shri Unde and Shri Dhuru 
helped me at various stages of analysis and it is diffi
cult to thank them formally considering the informality 
of their assistance. 

Dr. Achyut Apte and Shri v. M. Shaligram facili
tated the computer work done at the Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research, Bombay. And their help came in at 
a critical stage of analysis. 

The staff of the Servants of India Society's Library 
was all along co-operative. 

And finally, I have to thank Shri N. G. Phadke, 
whose aesthetic sense improved the face of the thesis 
presented hera. Not only he typed the entire thesis 
promptly but it was because of hie helpful attitude that 
my work was not held up during my incapacity on account 
of illness at the final stages of writing. 

Department of Economics, l 
University of Poona, 
Poona. 
November, 1967. 

hJ~-
M. D. Sathe 



Chapter 

.I 

II 

III 

CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1.1 The Theme 
1.2 The Concept of a Region 
l.J Homogeneity of the region under 

1.4 
study 
Description of the region 

1.5 Regional planning in India in the 
rural setting 

PERSPECTIVE VIE~f OF CONSfWJITION AND CROP-
PING PATTERN - AN ANALYSIS OF SECULAR 
TRENDS ••••••••• ; ••••• • •••••• " ••••••••••• 

2.1 Sources of information 
2.2 Changes in cropping pattern 
2.3 Population 
2.4 Prices and Wages 
2.5 Per acre physical productivity of 

2.6 
different· crops • 
Consumption and Trade 

2.7 Forest resources 
2.8 Export capacity of the region 
2.9 Mypothetical model of change in 

2.10 
export of rice · · · 
Hypothesis of underdeveloped state of 
market organization 

REGIONAL SOCIAL ACCOUNTS •••••••••••••·•• 

3.1 Theoretical background 
3 .2· Sources of data .. 
).) Method of estimation of agricultural 

).4 
output 
Procedure of Valuation 

3.5 Estimates of agricultural production 
).6 Estimates of consumption 
3.7 Relationship betwe~n estimated 

_3.8 
production and consumption 
Commodity balance of cereals 

.3.9 Seasonal interaction or commodity 
balance and consumption of cereals 

.).10 Final Regional Account 
Appendix I 

Cho~ce or prices Appendix II t 
(Tables 11] 

Page 

1 

38 

99 



Chapter 

IV 

v 

VI 

(Ui) 

RAJUR : THE MARKET CENTRE OF THE REGION •• 

4.1 Introduction 
4.2. Rajur in the past 
4.3 Rajur at present 
4.4 Financial position or traders 
4.5 Comparative view or changes in Rajur 
4.6 A suggestion or hypothesis 
4.? Foodgraina 
4.8 Cloth merchants 
4. 9 ·. Kirana trade 
4.10 Tomato 
4.11 Poultry and eggs 
4.12 Charcoal-~king 
4.13 Oilseed.& .. 
4.14 Myrobolam collection 
4.16 Milk and MUk Products 
4.16 S~ry or estimates 

SEASONALITY IN CEREAL CONSUMPTION •••••••• 

5.1 
5.2 
5.3 
5.4· 
5.5 

5.6 

5.7 
5.8 

<5.9 

5.10 

Introduction 
Nature or cereal consumption 
Estimates for the region 
Element or seasonality in prices 
Structure of cereal consumption 
over the year 
Detailed discussion of cereal 
constllllption 
Statistical me~sure of seasonality 
Structural relationship or cereal 
·donsumption in terms of percentage 
share or eaeh cereal to the total 
cereal consumption 
Tendencies and shifts in the cereal 
consumption through four periods . 
Per capita food intake in terms 
or calories 
[Appendix] 
{15 tables at the end of the chapter) 

LEVELS OF LIVING •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

6.1 Introduction· 
6.2 Discussion or concepts 
6.3 Scheme of classification 
6.4 General characteristics of the· 

sampled households 

Page 

1.77 

258 

351 



Chapter 

VII 

(iv). 

6.5 Comparative view ot budget 

6.6 
proportions 
General features of levels of 

6.7 
living 
Household analysis 

6.8 Per-capita analysis 
6.9 Family-holding analysis 

(24 tables at the end of the chapter] 

HOUSEHOLD BUDGET - AN ECONO~mTRIC ANALYSIS. 

7.1.1 Introduction 
7.1.2 Logic ot cross-section of analysis 
7.1.3 Independent variables 
7.1.4 Concept of income 
7.1.5 Absolute income hypothesis 
7.1.6 Types of curves fitted 
7.1.7 Discussion of concepts used in 

· analysil!l 
7.2 Suitability of the form 
7.3 Inter-forms comparison of elasticities 
7.4 Comparison of elasticities based on 

the linear-form 
7.5 Comparison of Elasticity coefficients 

for cereals based on the lir.ear form 
7.6 Discussion of marginal propensities 

to consume in the three regions under 
study _ 

7.7 Discussion ot elasticities of 
detailed commodities 

7.8 Economies of scale in expenditure 
on account of family size 

7.9 ·Comparison with other studies 
[Tables] 

Page 

442 

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 551 


