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PREFACE 

The .subject of crop-pattern can be studied both at 

individual and aggregate level. In fact, it should be studied 

on both the levels by a two pronged approach, In India, 

however, the subject 

neglecting the micro 

has been studied more on the macro-level 
' 

side of it, Many of the studies of crop-

pattern, t~erefore, are lop-sided and have yielded conflicting 

results--some putting forth that the Indian farmer is highly 

responsive to price, while the others revealing just the 

opposite. The role of price as a factor, can be better 

. examined at the micro-level by studying how it affects the 

individual cultivator's cropping decisions, In the present 

study, therefore, I have made a modest attempt to analy~e in 

detail the problem of cropping pattern at the micro-level to 

bring out the basic factors which influence the cropping 

decisions of individual cultivators. 

The entire study was carried out under the guidance of 

Professor D. R. Gadgil, Ex-Director, Gokhale Institute of 

Politics and Economics, Poona, and at present Deputy Chairman, 

Planning Commission, Government of India, New Delhi. To work 

l.'ndeed, a privilege. The present study has under him was, 

benefited much from his exacting standard and critical 

comments • I have no words to express adequately my debt to 

him for his valuable and inspiring guidance. 

t Of.this study was completed between The major par 

i 
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June 1965 and September 1967, when Professor V.M. Dandekar, 

Director, Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, Poona, 

kindly allowed me to concentrate on the work of my thesis. I 

am very much grateful to him for this and such other facili

ties extended to me, without which the work would not have 

been completed. 

I am also grateful to Shri D. P. Apte, Registrar, Gokhale 

Institute of Politics and Economics, Poona, who gave me all the 

.facilities in the Institute to complete the study earlier. 

I have also to thank my colleagues and friends in the 

Institute, who helped me in many ways. 

I have to thank the village officials and the sample 

cultivators in the four villages, for the hospitality extended 

to me during my stay in their ~illages and for the patience 

shown in supplying all the information required by me. 

Finally, I am also thankful to Shri V. N. Inamdar, who 

typed the thesis neatly and accurately and Shri K. K. 

Herwadkar who helped me in drawing the graphs and the maps. 

Gokhale Institute of 
Politics and Economics, 
Poona-4. 

G. R. Mulla 
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ABBREVIATIONS USED FOR CROPS AND CROP-ROTATIONS 

.Crops 

Bajara 
Banana ( 'Junar' )1 
Banana ( 'Nawati') 
Chillies· 
Cotton 

Crop-rotations 

Two-year rotations 

Cotton-Jowar 
Cotton-Wheat 
Groundnut-Cotton 
Groundnut-Jowar 
Jowar-Bajara 
Jowar-Wheat 

Abbreviations 

B 
JB 
NB 
Ch 
c 

Three-year rotations 

Cotton-Cotton-Jowar 
Cotton~Cotton-Wheat 

Groundnut-Cotton-Bajara 
Groundnut-Cotton-Jowar 
Groundnut-Jowar-Cotton 

Crops 

Groundnut 
Jowar 
Maize 
Paddy 
Wheat 

'Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Cotton 
'Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Groundnut 
'Nawati r banana-' Junar' banana-J owar 
'Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Maize 
'Nawati' banana-' Junar' banana-Wpeat 
Wheat-Cotton-Jowar 
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G 
J 
M 
p 

w 

C-J 
C-W 
G-C 

G-J 
J-B 
J-W 

C-C-J 
C-C-W 
G-C-B 
G-C-J 
G-J-0 
NB-JB-C 
NB-JB-G 
NB-JB-tJ 
NB-JB-M 
.NB-JB-W 
W-C-J 



Four-year rotations 

Cotton-Cotton-Cotton-Jowar 
Cotton-Cotton-Jowar-Wheat 
1 Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Cotton-Cotton 
'Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Cotton-Groundnut 
'Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Cotton-Jowar 
'Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Cotton-Wheat 
'Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Jowar-Cotton 
'Nawati' banana-' J unar' banana-Maize-Bajara 
'Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Maize-Cotton 
1 Nawati' banana-'Junar' banana-Wheat-Jowar 

Abbreviations 

C-C-C.J 
C-C-J-W 
NB-JB-C-C 
NB-JB-C-G 
NB-JB-C-J 
NB-JB-C-W 
NB-JB-J-C 
NB-JB-M-B 
NB-JB-M-C 
NB-JB-W-J 


